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Parliamentary  D  ebates 


During  the  Sixth  Session  of  the  Fourth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  the  Twenty-first,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Seventh  Day  of  January, 
One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Twelve,  in  the  Fifty- 
second  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty  King  GEORGE 
the  Third. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  11,  1812. 

Petition  from  the  frame  Work 

Knitters  of  Leicester  against  the 
Orders  in  Council.  1  Mr.  Samuel  Smith 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  Frame  Wof  k 
Knitters  of  Leicester,  praying  for  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Orders  in  Council,  in  as  far  as 
regarded  America,  and  also  against  the 
renewal  of  the  East  India  Company's 
charter.  The  hon.  member  assured  the 
House,  that  the  present  Petitioners  had 
uniformly  conducted  themselves  in  the 
most  orderly  and  becoming  manner,  and 
now  came  to  the  House,  praying  that  the 
final  stab  might  not,  by  a  war  with  Ame- 
rica, be  a  ruin  to  their  manufactures.  The 
present  Petition  was  signed  by  11,000 
persons. 

Mr.  Babuigton  concurred  in  bearing 
testimony  to  the  temperate  and  orderly 
conduct  of  the  manufoctnrers  in  Leices- 
tershire, who  cast  their  eyes  only  to  that 
House  for  relief.  They  now  trusted  to  the 
wisdom  of  that  House  to  avert  from  them, 
ia  the  words  of  their  Petition,  the  greatest 
of  all  calamities,  starvation  in  a  land  of 
plenty. 

The  Petition  was  then  read,  setting 
ferth  ''That  the  Petitioners  feel  them- 
telves  sorely  aggrieved  on  account  of  the 
•ad  depression  in  their  trade :  and  that  it 
most  clearly  appears  to  them  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  as  they  relate  to  America, 
are  the  cause  of  this  falling  oiTof  our  com- 
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merce ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  have 
been  kept  at  restricted  employ  by  the  va- 
rious speculations  which  have. been  carried 
on  by  their  employers,  in  the  hope  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  repealed, 
and  that  ultimately  a  good  understanding 
might  be  brought  about  between  thit 
country  and  America ;  and  that,  from  this, 
it  is  clear  that  the  measure  prayed  for  is 
the  last  hope  of  the  Petitioners ;  and, 
though  they  would  not  presume  to  dictate 
to  the  House,  yet  they  cannot  but  con- 
sider America  as  placed  by  the  bellige- 
rents in  a  most  critical  situation,  and,  as  a 
war  with  one  of  the  contending  powers 
may  be  the  result,  a  repeal  of  the  Orders 
would,  in  fact,  be  a  stumbling-block  to 
France,  and  America  would  probably 
open  her  ports  to  our  ve9^el8,  and  throw 
herself  on  our  protection  ;  and  that  the 
Petitioners  see  with  much  concern  the 
charter  of  the  East  India  Company  about 
to  be  renewed,  seeing  they  engross  the 
whole  of  the  trade  to  the  Eastern  seas, 
without  any  advantage  to  the  country,  but 
only  to  themselves ;  and  praying  the 
House  to  take  their  Petition  into  early 
and  serious  consideration,  and  to  adopt 
such  measures  thereon  as  to  them  &hall 
seem  meet.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  Belfast  respecting 
Coin.]  Lord  Castlereagh  presented  a  Pe- 
tition from  iY\^  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Belfast,  setting  forth, 
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Now  if  he  was  rightly  informedf  gold  was 
diminibhing  in  price,  and  therefore  the 
attempt  to  continue  the  Bill  only  shewed 
that  ministers  were  determined  to  have 
such  a  Bill  in  all  cases,  and  at  any  rate. 
Though  the  price  of  gold  was  now  acta* 
ally  diminished,  it  was  however  by  no 
means  in  consequence  of  the  Bill  of  last 
session,  because  gold  rose  in   price  for 
some  months    after  it   passed,  and   the 
greatest  distress  was  experienced  in  the 
western  parts  of  England,  particularly  for 
want  of  silver  to  carry  on  the  common 
concerns  of  trade  ;  and  in  most  towns  the 
inhabitanis  were  under  the  necessity  of 
issuii.g  out  tokens  of  their  own,  to  avoid  a 
total  stagnation  of  the  mo9t  ordinary  bu- 
siness.   Another  reason  against  renewing 
the  Bill,  wi>s,  that  it  had  failed  in  one  of  its 
principal  objects,  viz.  that  of  preventing 
more  than  one-and-twenty-shillings  being 
given  for  a  guinea.     The  Bill  only  pro- 
vided against  giving  more  than  a  Bank- 
note and  a  shilling  for  a  guinea  ;    but  by 
changing  the  Bank  of  England  for  coun- 
try bank-notes,  you  might  add  as  many 
shillings  to  those  as  you  pleased,  and 
could  not  be  hurt  for  it ;    so  that  it  was 
daily  and  hourly  evaded  with  impunity. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  there  had  only  one 
conviction  taken  place  since  passing  the 
Act,  and  that  was  of  a  man  seduced  into 
the  transaction  by  a  police-officer  sent  on 
purpose  to  trepan  him  into  the  fact.    The 
provisions  of  the  Act  had  not  been   ac- 
complished, nor  would  be  accomplished  : 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would 
exercise  its  discretion,  before  it  gave  a 
sanction  to  the  renewal  of  such  a  Bill. 
As  to  the  new  clause  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  and  which  went  not 
only  materially  to  alter  the  Bill,  but  also 
to  substitute  a  fictitious  circulating  medium, 
as  a  legal  tender  for  payment,  in  lieu  of 
the  standard  coin  of  the  realm,  he  conjured 
the  House  to  pause  before  they  consented 
to  entertain  a  proposition  so  ruinous  to  the 
credit  and  to  the  vital  interests  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  not  disposed  at 
present  to  go  into  any  arguments  on  the 
JBill,  as  frequent  opportunities  would  here- 
after occur  for  the  discussion  of  its  merits. 
He  should  only  notice  that  the  noble  lord 
seemed  to  adhere  to  the  opinions  enter- 
tained by  him  last  session,  and  to  press  his 
ooposition  before  the  Bill  was  brought  in. 
He  wished  to  correct  him  in  two  points, 
in  which  he  appeared  to  be  under  misap- 
prehonaioa  wltb   respect    to   what  he 


(lord  C.)  and  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
stated.    The  reason  which  he  had  for  not 
extending  the    measure  to  Ireland  last 
session;  was  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  many  Irish  members,  and  not  from 
any  view  that  it  would  not  be  desirable 
for  that  country.     He  had  stated  that  it 
was  his  opinion  that  the  circumstances  of 
Ireland,  in  a  certain  degree,  varied  from 
those  of  England,  so  as  to  exclude  at  that 
time  its  introduction!    As  to  the  supposed 
pledge  of  his  right  hon.  friend^  he  appre- 
hended, that  he  had  stated  quite  the  re- 
verse of  what  the  noble  lord  bad  imputed 
to  him  ;    for  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
stated,  that  if  nothing  short  of  making 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender  would  serve  to 
correct  the  evil,  a  remedy  to  that  extent 
must  be  applied.     He  thought,  that  so 
long  as  the  Bank  of  England  were  prohi- 
bited by  law  from  paying  their  notes  in 
gold,  the  legislature  owed  it  to  the  sub- 
ject to  protect  him  against  any  demands 
which  were  not  under  these  circumstances 
equitable  ;  because,  by  not  afibrding  that 
protection,  great  injustice  might  be  done 
to  the  subjects  of  the  realm.    In  that  opi« 
nion  his  right  hon.  friend  had  coincided. 
With  respect  to  the  practice  in  Belfast  and 
its  vicinity,  the  noble  lord  was  misinformed* 
'  for  the  practice  was  the  reverse  of  what 
he  had  stated ;  contracts  were  made  there 
to  pay  in  pounds  sterling,  and  not  in  gold. 
Guineas  had  ceased  to  be  the  circulating 
medium,  and  therefore  the  subject,  could 
not  pay  his  debts  in  gold  ;    and  ought  to 
be  protected  by   law  from  being  called 
upon  to  do  that  which  it  was  totally  out  of 
his  power  to  effect. 

Lord  Folkestone  explained,  that  he  had  a 
clear  recollection  on  both  the  points,  in 
which  the  noble  lord  had  supposed  him  to 
be  m  error. 

Mr.  Tiemey  would  not  oppose  the  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  but  ob- 
served that  it  was  very  evident  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  him- 
self, that  the  country  was  already  in  the 
situation  which  had  been  predicted  last 
session,  namely,  in  a  situation  of  moving 
from  bad  to  worse.  He  asked  in  what  re- 
spect did  this  measure  fall  short  of  making 
Bank  notes  a  legal  tender?  The  answer 
was,  that  they  were  to  be  legal  tenders 
only  in  a  court  of  justice.  But  what  law 
was  there  which  could  compel  any  man  to 
part  with  his  goods  or  property  contrary 
to  his  inclination  ?  The  fact  was,  that  this 
Bill  went  to  affect  immediately  all  inte- 
rtsti  a»d  every  class  of  society.    If  lie 
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were  to  Imy  IflOOl,  worth  of  plate^  wooM 
he  not  be  perfectly  secore  in  paying  for 
the  (HMnmodity  in  Bank  notes  ?  If  the  sil* 
▼ersmith  brought  an  action  in  a  court  of 
law,  the  payment  into  coart  of  l^OOOf.  in 
Bank  notes  would  be  an  acquittal  of  the 
defendant.    And  bow  then  could  this  Bill 
be  said  not  to  go  the  full  length  of  making 
theae  notes  a  legal  tender?  He  implored 
the  House  to  consider  well  this  subject  be- 
fore they  came  to  a  decision  upon  it.     Un- 
Icu  he  could  himself  perceive  an  altered 
disposition  in  the  House,  he  should  deem 
all  endearour  at  argument  superfluous  and 
unnecessary,  for,  after  the  protracted  and 
lucid  discussion  which  the  measure  of  last 
session  had  undergone,  after  the  able  re- 
port which  had  been  presented  by  the 
committee  on  the  subject,  nothine  could 
be  expected  from  opposition  but  obloquy, 
and  the  man  who  stood  forward  against  the 
Bill  would  be  accused  of  a  wish  to  subvert 
public  credit.    At  the  same  time,  he  had 
that  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
good  sense  as  to  believe,  that  he  had  expe- 
rienced no  small  degree  of  pain  in  coming 
to  a  resolution  to  submit  such  a  proposi- 
tion to  the  House.     He  knew  indeed  that 
the  right  hon.  sentleman  dared  not  meddle 
with  the  Bank. — He  knew  that  the  go- 
vernment had  proceeded  so  far,  that  the 
Bank  had  become  its  masters,  and  the 
masters  of  the  finance  of  the  country.— -It 
remained  therefore  for  that  House  to  re- 
some  its  character  and  exercise  its  duties, 
by  shewing  to  the  Bank  that  at  least  par- 
liament was  above  them,  and  was  deter- 
mined to  protect  the  credit  of  the  country. 
He  could  not  see  in  what  manner  it  would 
fall  short  of  a  direct  fraud,  to  compel  the 
subject  to  take  in  payment  for  goods  of 
real  value  a  paper,  the  value  of  which  it 
was  itnpoBsible  for  him  to  ascertain.  There 
had  been   much  talk  of  the  French  as- 
signats,  but  in  one  point  of  view  their 
forced  circulation  was  less  atrocious  than 
that  of  Bank-notes,  inasmuch  as  the  as- 
signats  were  grounded  on  some  sort  of 
pledged  security,  on  national  domains,  the 
property  of  the  state.     [Here  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  smiled. J— The 
right  hon.  gentleman  smiled  at  his  ven- 
turing to  contrast  the  enormous  issues  of 
the  French  government  with  those  of  the 
Bank  of  £ngTand ;  but  he  was  prepared  to 
contend  that  the  French  did  at  least  seek 
to  save  appearances,  which  was  more  than 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  thought  it  worth 
his  care  to  do.    This  new  manifestation  of 
his  views  and  intentions,  ought  to  make 


every  man  of  property  pause  before  he 
any  longer  placed  his  confidence  in  par* 
liament,  which  was  now  about  to  sanction 
a  measure  that  must  necessarily  prove  a 
mortal  blow  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  ii* 
self.    The  Bank  had  now  no  other  iuteresl 
than  the  interests  of  their  own  monopoly 
to  attend  to.    The  time  once  was  when 
their  corporate    interests  went  hand  in 
hand  with  the  commercial  and  financial 
interesu  of  the  country ;   but  they  bad 
now  become  distinct  and  separate,  and  no 
other  security  remained  for  the  public  but 
the  forbearance  of  the  Bank.     He  meant 
no  reflection  whatever  on  the  individusll 
characters  of  the  directors—with  many  of 
them  he  had  lived  in  habits  of  personal 
confidence ;  for  some  of  whom  he  had  the 
highest  personal  esteem.    But  as  a  corpo* 
rate  body  their  conduct  had  no  claim  on 
his  respect-^they  had  in  that  capacity  de- 
served no  confidence,  except  the  confi- 
dence of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whom 
they  were  always  prepared  to  accommo- 
date.    He  knew  of  nothins  that  th^  had 
done  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  in- 
terests, but  he  knew  of  much  for  the  grati- 
fication of  their  own  thirst  and  eagerness 
of  gain.    It  was  now  incumbent  on  them 
to  shew  what  they  had  hitherto  pertina- 
ciously concealed— be    meant    the    real 
amount  of  their  profits  since  the  suspen- 
sion of  cash  payments.    As  soon  as  the 
immediate  question  should  be  disposed  of, 
he  would  take  the  liberty  of  moving  for 
this  account,  as  well  as  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  afiairs  of  the 
Bank.     This  might  serve    to  shew  that 
there  v^ere  some  who  did  not  shrink  from 
doing  their  duty  on  this  occasion,  and  who 
wished  to  warn  the  House  upon  the  new 
and  perilous  crisis  to  which  they  were  ar- 
riving.    He  would  at  least  not  be  one  of 
those  to  lead  the  people  of  this  country  ad 
ignotum  per  ignota  to  a  situation  in  which 
the  establishment  of  a  legal  tender  would 
leave  no  other  security  than  the  gold  and 
silver  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  Bank. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  for  every 
note  that  was  issued  a  corresponding  sum 
should  be  kept  in  its  coffers,  but  when  he 
saw  the  directors  and  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  league  together  to  give  a  forced 
currency  to  Bank  notes,  he  had  a  right  to 
satisfy  himself  about  the  intrinsic  value  of 
those  notes.     He  recollected  that  one  of 
the  governors  of  the  Bank  bad  last  ses- 
sion represented  himself  as  entertaining 
considerable  objections  to  the  measure  of 
a  legal  tender,  and  he  should  be  now 
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ment  respecting  sinecure  places.    In  both 
instances  the  parties  would  be  benefitted; 
and  gain  more  credit  by  enquiry.     The 
longer  we  went  on  in  the  present  fatal 
paper  system,  the  worse  should  we  find 
our  situation.    The  deputy   governor  of 
the  Bank  was  last  year  agaihst  the  legal 
tender ;    now  he  had  a  little  changed  his 
opinion.     What  it  might  be  next  year  it 
was  not  possible  to  tell.     One   circum- 
stance was  important.   -  A  Bill  lay  on  the 
table  to  make  the  embezzlement  of  pro- 
perty a  higher  crime,  in  consequence  of 
the  repeated  failures  of  bankers,  and  other 
occurrences.       The    misconduct   of   the 
bankers  was  owing  in  a  great  degree  to 
the  change  of  the  practice  at  the  Bank, 
fince  the  restrictions  on  their  cash  pa^y- 
ments.     After  that  restriction  they  offered 
their  discounts  in  an  unprecedented  man- 
ner, and  the  bankers  lost  sight  of  all  pru- 
dence and  circumspection  :    the  results  of 
which   had   produced  astonishing  occur- 
rences.     The  discount  system  had  been 
carried  to  an   extent  almost  incredible. 
Every  failure  of  this  sort  had  been  owing 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England ; 
whereas,  formerly,  the  bankruptcy  of  a 
banker  was  a  very  rare  thing.     That  of 
Fordyce,  many  years  back,  was  still  talked 
of:  such  an  event  was  formerly  thought 
to  be  like  a  dreadfiil  fire,  or  a  plaeue :  fit 
to  be  registered  in  a  chronological  table. 
But  now,  by  the  new  plan,  in  the  course 
of  eleven   years,  there  had  been  eleven 
bankers  in  the  Gazette,  out  of  the  sixty  in 
London.     Their  failures  were  likely  to  be 
as  common  as  those  of  underwriters  or  any 
other  traders  whatever.     Every  one  of 
these  bankrupt  bankers  had  kept  a  dis* 
count  account  with  the  Bank  of  England. 
He  had  not  the  list  in  his  pocket,  or  he 
could  read  the  proofs  of  his  assertion  to  the 
House.     None   had  failed  who  did   not 
carry  on  such  accounts.      He  viewed  the 
Bank  as  useful  and  absolutely  necessary, 
and  on  that  account  felt  that  any  abuse  of 
it  ought  to  be  guarded  against.     He  knew 
indeed   that  the  governor  and  directors 
were  bound  by  an  oath,  but  it  was  an  oath 
which  related  to  their  duties  only  as  a 
corporate  body. 

Mr.  ilfiiniitrig  explained,  and  re-stated, 
that  lord  Stanhope  s  Bill  was  not  desired 
by  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Barmg  said,  that  if  we  went  on 
year  after  year  borrowing,  while  we  dimi- 
nished our  means  of  repayment,  the  nation 
like  an  individual,  must  come  to  a  bank- 
ruptcy.    If  there  were  any  reaionable 


doubts  of  the  Bank's  solvency,  a  good  rea- 
son would  be  furnished  for  appointing  a 
committee ;  but  he  could  not  understand 
his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tierney),  when 
he  called  the  Bank  rich  and  prosperous, 
and  afterwards  said  they  might  be  in  a 
state  of  bankruptcy.  The  truth  was,  that 
the  Bank  had  it  not  in  their  power  at  the 
present  moment  to  pay  their  debts  in  bul- 
lion, not  having  sufficient  in  their  posses- 
sion  ;  and  it  was  useless  to  endeavour  to 
make  them  perform  impossibilities.  He 
believed  that  only  a  few  bankers  applied 
to  the  Bank  for  discounts,  since  it  would 
rather  afiect  their  credit  to  do  so,  as  it 
would  afiect  that  of  an  eminent,  mer- 
chant. As  the  motion  might  tend  to  ex- 
cite distrust  in  the  country  with  respect  to 
the  solvency  of  the  Bank,  he  could  not  give 
it  his  support. 

Mr.  Hibbert  supported  the  motion.  It 
would  be  a  great  evil  to  make  a  Bank-note 
a  legal  tender.  He  bore  testimony  to  the 
honourable  conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors, 
who,  he  believed,  acted  from  the  purest 
ideas  of  supporting  commerce;  but  he 
thought  that  there  would  be  great  doubts 
in  the  public  mind,  unless  parliament  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  as  they  had  done  in 
1797. 

Mr.  Abercromby  begged  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  admission 
made  by  an  hon.  Bank  Director  (Mr* 
Baring)  who  acknowledged  that  perseve- 
rance in 'the  present  system  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  ultimate  ruin  of  the 
country,  and  yet  contended,  that  not 
persevering  in  it  would  be  equally  des- 
tructive, because  it  would  prevent  us  from 
vigorously  prosecuting  the  war.  Surely, 
when  men  of  so  much  experience  involv- 
ed themselves  in  such  evident  contradic- 
tions, it  was  reasonable  that  some  enquiry 
should  be  made.  There  was  no  guarantee 
that  the  Bank  of  England  should  not  either 
increase  their  debt  or  diminish  the  small 
quantity  of  bullion  remaining  in  their 
hands.  When  to  these  circumstances  was 
subjoined,  the  declaration  of  the  deputy 
governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  that 
every  acre  of  land  in  the  country  was 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  their  notes, 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  hesitation  in 
appointing  the  committee. 

Mr.  Matming  explained  that  he  had  said, 
that  his  own  land  as  well  as  that  of  eyery 
other  proprietor,  was  answerable  in  a  due 
proportion  for  the  payment  uf  the  l^lxche- 
quer  Bills,  which  was  a  public  debt  of  the 
nation. 
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Mr.  Bmrimg  wM,  the  obMnratios  he  hid 
Made  wae»  that  there  was  noi  a  safficten* 
cy  ef  bollion  to  enable  the  Bank  lo  rerame 
Msh  payoaents. 

Mr.  Tkmey,  in  replv>  iniisted  that  the 
tMoe  of  Bank  notes  had  been  greatly  aag^* 
MOited  since  the  year  \191,  and  as  Ex- 
chaqaer  Bills  were  secured  by  the  notes, 
the  tended  property  of  the  country  was 
pat  in  jcopardr  at  the  will  of  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  He  begged  to 
knew  if  the  other  side  of  the  House  would 
consent  to  the  production  of  an  account 
shewing  the  quantity  of  Exchequer  Bills 
purchased  by  the  Bank  of  England  from 
gerenunent  in  the  public  market,  which 
had  been  hitherto  with-held  ? 

The  OumceUor^  qf  the  Exchequer,  in  an- 
swer to  the  declaration  of  an  bon.  and 
ieansed  gentleman,  that  all  the  land  of  the 
ooentty  might  be  confiscated  to  pay  the 
Exchequer  ^lls  in  the  possession  of  the 
Bsnk,  obecrred,  that  it  might  as  well  be 
Mid,  thai,  a  gentleman  possessed  of  an  es- 
tate of  10,0001.  a  year,  and  baring  a  mort- 
gage of  lO,0002.  upon  it,  ran  a  risk  of  har- 
ing  all  his  land  confiscated ;  for  the  Bank 
could  not  possess  more  Exchequer  Bills 
than  were  issued  by  government,  viz.  45 
er  44  nullioos.  On  the  subject  of  the  mo- 
tion, he  thought  that  on  the  right  hon. 
gaa<le«an^s  own  showing  it  ought  not  to 
be  acceded  to ;  for  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man asserted  that  the  Back  was  an  extra- 
vacantly  overgrown  and  rich  corporation. 
What  necessity  then  for  an  enquiry  into 
its  situation  ?  As  to  the  security  for  Bank 
notes,  it  was  ample.  Besides  the  assets  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bank,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  Bank  notes  were  receivable  at 
the  Exchequer,  and  that  double  the  whole 
amount  in  circulation  was  received  there 
yearly. 

Mr.  Tkmey,  in  explanation,  said,  that  he 
had  not  represented  the  Bank  as  great  and 
ionrishing,  and  abounding  in  wealth.  He 
attowed  that  they  had  made  great  profits  ; 
but  hia  next  motion  would  shew  now  he 
thongbc  they  had  dissipated  those  profits. 
In  consequence  of  the  restrictions  imposed 
en  their  payment  in  specie,  the  Bank  had 
esrtainly  made  enormous  profits;  but 
these  they  had  divided  among  themselves, 
and  for  aught  he  and  the  country  knew, 
had  lefil  nothing  for  their  creditors. 

The  asotion  was  put,  and  negatived 
#ithoat  a  diriiioa.^ 

Mr.  Tkmmf  then  asoved  for  an  account 
af  all  smns  divided  by  the  Bank  of  Eog- 
faai;  OD  their  capital,  fregi  5*  Jidt  1717, 
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to  5th  Jan.  18112,  specifying  the  sum  in 
each  year. 

Mr.  MamAkg  thought  this  motion  an 
unnecessary  interference  with  the  internal 
concerns  of  the  Bank.  Every  one  knew 
what  those  dividends  had  been. 

Mr.  Barha§^  although  he  objected  to 
the  former  motion,  supported  this,  on  the 
ground  that  all  possible  information  on  the 
state  of  the  Bank  should  be  atibrded  to 
the  public. 

Mr.  Qrer^U  staled,  that  the  bonuses  iU 
vided  among  the  proprietora  of  Bank 
stock,  since  1787,  amounted  to  S3|  per 
cent,  on  the  capital. 

Mr.  Bfirmg  thought  the  motion  unne-> 
cessary .  It  would  not  give  the  House  any 
information  that  was  not  already  in  their 
possession. 

Mr«  Mmvjfoti  contended,  that  it  waa 
never  intended  by  the  restrictions  en  the 
payment  in  specie,  that  the  Bank  should 
make  the  large  sum  which  they  had  made 
out  of  the  public  distress.  He  attributed 
their  unwillingness  to  show  the  state  in 
which  they  were,  not  to  any  doubt  of  their 
solvency,  but  to  their  being  ashamed  of 
their  profits.  There  was  a  provision  in 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England  which 
required  that  a  meeting  should  be  called 
twice  a  year,  at  which  meeting  the  profits 
ofthe  Company  should  be  exhibited.  This 
provision  had  hitherto  not  been  complied 
with  ;  no  doubt  lest  the  public  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  enormous  profits 
divided  by  the  proprietors. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived  without 
a  division. 

Pltmoutr  BaxAKWATBa.]  Mr.  lAuMag^ 
ton  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply.  On  tne  motion  for  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution  for  granting  80,0001^ 
to  commence  a  Breakwater  in  Plymouth 
Sound, 

Sir  Home  Papham  said  : — Mr.  ^eaker, 
I  did  not  presume  to  trespass  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House,  when  it  was  in  a 
committee  on  the  subject  of  Plymouth 
Breakwater.  It  was  in  deference.  Sir,  to 
the  many  tenior  and  much  more  enlight- 
ened officers  who  are  now  in  your  pre- 
sence ;  I  avail  myself,  however,  of  this 
opportunity  to  record  my  sentiments  oa 
the  subject.  I  am  anxious  to  do  so,  aa 
two  reports  have  been  industriously  circu- 
lated, which  have  no  foundation;  the  firrt, 
that  I  intended  to  resist  the  grant.  On  the 
contrary.  Sir,  I  think  too  much  credit  can- 
not bo  gtf  en  te  thd  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
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miralty  for  bringing  forward  thia measure; 
and  I  think  there  is  no  officer  in  the  Bri- 
tish navy  who  will  resist  the  application 
of  money  to  give  security  to  the  road- 
steads of  this  country.    The  second  report 
was,  that  I  had  a  plan  of  my  own  to  pro- 
pose.   I  really.  Sir,  have  no  soch  thing  in 
contemplation :  I  was  called  upon  by  the 
government  of  1805  to  giro  an  opinion  on 
the  practicability  of  establishing  Break- 
waters, and  the  best  modeof  doing  It.     I 
did  so.  Sir,  but  it  was  on  condition  that 
my  opinion  should  not  be  publicly  acted 
upon,  without  my   going  down  to  Ply- 
mouth   and  examining  the  Sound  tho- 
roughly to  enable  me  to  revise,  that  opi- 
nion ;  but  I  recommended,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  that  a  committee  of  experienced 
naval  officers,  with' an  engineer,  should  be 
seat  there  to  examine  the  letief  tides,  &c« 
and  a  variety  of  other  technicalities  with 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  the 
House,  as  many  of  its  members,  both  in 
.  and  out  of  office,  have  read  that  report. 
.  Quite  satisfied.  Sir,  that  a  more  able  man 
•than  Mr.  Rennie  cannot  be  found,  I  am 
equally  satisfied  of  the  great  advantage 
which  the  service  has  derived  from  the 
works  which  Mr.  Bentham  has  continued 
at  Portspiouth  :    and,  as  civil  engineer  to 
the  navy,  I  wonder  he  was  not  consulted. 
I  think  the  country  would  have  been  bet- 
ter satisfied,  if  they  could  have  seen  at- 
tached to  the  reports,  the  name  of  the  pre- 
«i^nt   commander-in-chief   at  Plymouth, 
the  appointment  of  whom  has  done  so 
.mach  credit  to  the  present  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.   This  gallant  officer  might 
have  called  to  his  assistance  his  second  in 
command,  another  very  meritorious  officer, 
and  the  captain  of  the  St.  Salvador,  captain 
Kash,  than  whom  a  more  zealous  officer, 
or  a  better  practical  seaman,  does  not  exist 
in  any  service  in  the  known  world. — ^A 
report,  backed  by  such  officers,  would 
have  had  the  greatest  weight  in  the  coun- 
try, and  would  have  rendered  it  unneces- 
aary  to  offer  a  word   upon   the   subject. 
When  I  mention  committees,  I  am  com- 
pletely within  the  practice  of  the  present 
board :   for  I  had  the  honour  of  beins  at- 
tached to  a  committee,  consisting  of  three 
flag  officers  and  a  captain,  to  examine  a 
"jgun  carriage ;  and  if  this  committee,  with 
the  exception  of  myself,  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  examine  Plymouth  Sound,  and 
report  accordingly,  the  House  would  have 
had  such  an  authority  to  have  acted  upon, 
as  would  have  made  all  discussion  unne- 
cessary.    This,  Sir,  la  a  aubjaa  on  which 
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professional  men  have  a  great  di£ference  of 
opinion ;  indeed,  Sir,  the  very  men  whoaa 
reports  are  upon  your  table,  difier  as  much 
as  possible.     The  one  says  there  is  ampla 
room  within  the  Breakwater  to  moor  finr 
sail  of  the  line,  and  that  they  can  weigh 
at  any  time,,  and  with  all  winds.    Another 
says  thirty-six  sail  of  the  line ;    and  a 
third  tells  you  he  agrees  in  general  to  the 
reports,  but  he  would  rather  sign  for  thirty 
sail.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  last 
night  reduced  his  opinion  to  twenty :  and 
I  do  say  that  if  the  work  can  be  accom« 
plished  to  thai  extent,  it  will  be  a  wondo^ 
ful  improvement,  and  do  great  hoiuHir  to 
the  present  First  Lord.     I  cannot.  Sir, 
carry  my  views  to  this  extent :   I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  in  the  area  described 
within  the  Breakwater,  thirty-six  sail  of 
the  line  may  not  be  placed  in  fine  weather 
to  a  mathematical  nicety.     The  reports 
tell  us,  that  when  a  ship  is  taking  up  her 
lee  anchor,  her  gun-room  port  will  bo 
eight  fathom  from  the  weather  anchor  of 
the  ship  astern  of  her :   I  know  that  ships 
may  lie  closer,  but  that  must  be  in  deep 
water,  where  there  is  no  chance  of  ships 
striking  upon  each  other's  anchor*     Too 
first  great  feeling  of  responsibility  will  bo 
running  in,  and  anchoring  twenty,  or  eveft 
fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  in  a  heavy  gate 
from  the  south-south  west,  in  the  confmod 
space  of  one  mile  by  a  laree  quarter  wide; 
and  if  I  had  the  honour  of  such  a  chargo, 
I  should  feel  great  uneasiness,  and  that  I 
was  running  into  this  confined  spot  under 
some  degree  of  risk.    I  am  not  quite  satis* 
fied  about  the  e6fect  of  this  Breakwater 
upon  Cawsand  bay,  it  may  possibly  injure 
it ;    and  Cawsand  bay  has  proved  a  valu- 
able  anchorage,  under  particular  citcum^ 
stances.    The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
alluded  to  the  state  of  the  enemy's  ships* 
that  their  activity  in  building  was  beyond 
conception,  and  although  they  bad  now 
but  one  ship  of  the  line  in  Brest  water, 
they  might  soon  have  thirty-six,  the  samo 
number  which  he  proposed  to  place  under 
the  Breakwater.    If  this  thirty-six  sail  of 
the  line  should  be    caught  within  this 
Breakwater,  in  a  strong  wind  from  sonth 
to  S.  S.  K  the  enemy's   fleet  might  sail 
from  Brest  to  Ireland,  and  reach  it,  beforo  * 
(including  the  time  for  intelligence)  oor 
fleet    could   well   get  out  of   Plymoath 
Sound.    The  distance  from  Plymouth  and. 
Brest  to  Ireland,  is  nearly  the  same.      la 
such  a  situation  of  things.  Sir,  the  enemy 
would  be  invited  to  invade  Irelandi  lor 
who  11  thtre  who  will  Teotoro  to  cootrar 
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did  me*  ^hen  I  asierty  that  Ireland  will  be 
tlie  stepping-stone  to  the  invasion  of  Eng- 
land, and  not  England  to  the  inrasion  of 
^  Ireland  ?  Then,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  a  wise 
*  neasnre,  to  apply  this  vote  to  a  naval  es- 
tablishment in  J^Eintry  bay,  would  it  not 
conciliate  the  afiections  of  the  people,  and 
would  it  not  shew  that  yoo  were  deter- 
mined to  treat  them  with  confidence,  and 
afibrd  them  the  best  protection  against 
the  common  enemy  ?  Sir,  I  will  only  de- 
tain  the  Hoase  to  say,  that  althoogh  I  do 
not  think  the  Breakwater  will  by  any 
means  answer  to  the  efiect  of  the  calcula« 
tioa  apon  your  table :  y^t  the  right  hon. 
flentmnan  has  every  credit  for  bringing 
mward  any  proposition  to  improve  our 
foad-sleads.  I  am  sorry  to  difier  as  to  the 
extent  of  advantage,  and  in  some  respects 
as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding ;  but  on  the 
great  principle  of  improving  oar  naval  es- 
tlblishmeBts,  I  certainly  concur.  With 
respect  to  what  fell  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleoMn  on  the  subject  of  Cherbourg,  I 
en  only  say,  that  while  I  had  the  honour 
ef  commanding  that  blockade,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  most  experienced  and  gallant 
officer,  captain  Malcolm,  I  saw  with  asto- 
nishment the  activity  with  which  the 
enemy  was  building  his  line  of  battle 
lUpsy  completing  the  works  about  his 
bssoB,  and  the  Breakwater  which  formed 
his  roadstead. 

Captain  Bere^d  thought  the  Break- 
water would  not  injure  Plymouth  Sound  ; 
and  that  if  it  should  only  hold  four  or  five 
nil  it  was  worth  the  ezpence.  The  enemy 
could  not  get  out  of  Brest  with  a  south 
wind. 

Sir  Joteph  Yorhe  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
measure  ;  and  hoped  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  officer  (sir  H.  Popham)  would  not 
press  the  question  of  opposing  a  committee 
of  naval  officers.  He  should  have  no  he- 
sitation of  running  into  the  Breakwater  in 
a  gale  of  wind,  for  which,  in  his  opinion, 
his  rifffat  hon.  relation  (Mr.  Yorke)  would 
long  hve  in  the  recollection  of  the  navy. 
Sir  R*  BichcrUm  approved  of  the  mea- 


Mr.  Herbert,  of  Kerry,  said,  that  sir 
Samuel  Bentham  had  asserted  his  having 
seen  his  plan  carried  into  execution  in  fo- 
reign parts.  Had  this  been  enquired  into  ? 

Mr.  Wkitbread  had  the  highest  respect 
far  Mr.  Rennie  as  a  civil  engineer ;  but  at 
the  same  time  ha  thought  any  thing  com- 
iag  from  sir  Samuel  Bentham,  civil  engi- 
neer of  the  navy,  was  deserving  of  great 
€QflBidcration»  some  of  whose  objections  to 
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Mr.  Ronnie's  plan,  owing  to  some  infor* 
malit^  were,  he  understood,  never  yet 
examined  into.  It  might  be  questioned 
whether  the  improvement  was  equal  to  the 
expence,  which  although  estimated  at 
1,100,000<.  would  in  the  end  probably 
amount  to  two  millions ;  and  it  might  also 
now  be  doubted  from  the  opinions  deli« 
vered,  whether  this  work  would  bring 
about  any  relaxation  in  the  blockading 
system.  He  was  glad,  however,  that 
something  was  likely  to  be  done;  nothing 
being  so  bad  as  indecision;  yet  before 
going  too  far  it  might  be  advisable  to  en- 
quire farther  into  the  practicability  of  the 
measure. 

Sir  CkarkM  Pole  held  the  objection  of  a 
fleet  getting  out  of  Brest  before  it  was  pos* 
sible  to  get  out  of  the  Breakwater  perfectly 
nugatory.  He  lamented  that  the  work 
was  not  begun  in  1 806. 

Lord  Cochrane  imputed  the  supposed  ne» 
cessity  for  this  Breakwater  to  the  usage  of 
making  men  of  war  take  in  their  masts^ 
&c.  in  open  roadsteads,  instead  of  going 
Into  harbour  for  that  purpose ;  a  practice 
which  occasioned  the  greatest  discontent 
in  the  navy,  as  it  prevented  the  sailora 
from  ever  getting  on  shore.  Under  the 
existing.circumstances  of  the  country,  he 
thought  every  expence  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ought  to  be  avoided,  but,  if  he 
might  be  permitted  to  do  so,  he  would 
move  as  an  amendment  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  *'  That  towards  the  con- 
struction of  this  Breakwater,  a  duty  of  50 
per  cent,  be  levied  on  all  Sinecures,  which 
the  committees  of  parliament  had  declared 
ought  to  be  abolished,  and  a  doty  of  20 
per  cent,  on  9II  other  sinecures.'' 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  was  not 
competent  to  the  noble  lord  to  make  such 
an  amendment.  All  that  the  House  could 
do  was,  directly  to  assent  to  or  dissent 
from  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  that  the  money 
which,  according  to  his  proposition,  might 
be  raised  from  the  holders  of  revenue 
offices,  would  be  much  better  employed  in 
dropping  stones  into  Plymouth  Sound, 
than  in  giving  Burgundy,  Champagne,  and 
dances  to  the  ladies  of  London. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  the  proposed  naval 
arsenal  at  Northfleet  more  necessary  than 
the  Breakwater  in  Plymouth  hound. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  the  Breakwater  would 
in  a  very  few  years,  by  the  saving  it  would 
occasion,  more  than  repay  its  expence^ 
He  thought  that  both  the  arsenal  at  Morth« 


«fl 


HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 


MutbfBUL 


in 


fleet  and  the  present  work  were  neoetfluy ; 
and  that  we  had  not  yet  done  enoaght 
Mr.  Bentham  wat  not,  as  had  been  stated^ 
ciYil  engineer  of  the  navyjand  had  at  pre« 
sent  sufficient  occupation  in  his  own  de- 
partment. The  suoot  wanted  at  present 
was  merely  to  enable  the  necessary  pre- 
parations to  be  made;  and  no  pains  would 
be  spared  to  get  information  with  respect 
to  the  Carrying  the  plan  into  execution. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  agreed 
to. 


H0T7SE  OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  March  18. 

MuTiXT  Bill.]  The  order  of  the  day 
being  read,  for  the  House  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  above  Bill# 

Earl  Qroivenor  rose  and  said,  it  would 
depend  very  much  on  the  answers  he 
should  receive  from  the  noble  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  War  Department,  whether 
he  would  assent  to  the  Bill  then  going 
into  the  committee,  or  move  that  the  order 
should  now  be  discharged,  that  it  might 
be  renewable  for  a  future  day.  There 
were  some  very  important  points,  con* 
aected  with  the  military  exertions  of  the 
country,  en  which  he  wished  to  receive 
information ;  and  he  would  state  to  the 
House  what  he  had  himself  heard,  and 
which,  if  true,  was  highly  deserving  of 
their  lordships'  most  serious  consideratien. 
He  had  learned  that  the  practice  had 
lately  obtained  footing  in  the  army,  of 
transforring  large  bodies  of  persons,  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  on  board  the  hulks, 
lo  be  attached  to  resular  regiments.  To 
the  proceeding  which  had  heretofore  pre- 
TaiJed,  he  meant  not  to  object.  No  good 
veason  could  be  assigned  against  the  intro- 
duction of  a  few  persons  into  the  army, 
who  felt  sincere  contrition  for  their  impi^ 
per  conduct.  To  prevent  them  would  be 
mn  offence  against  humanity,  for  it  was 
cnly  giving  to  those,  whose  errors  were 
Tenial,  and  who  saw  them  in  their  true 
light,  an  opportunity  to  retrieve  their  cha- 
racter, and  to  improve  themselves  in  so- 
ciety, if  they  were  recommended  as  worthy 
of  that  favour ;  and,  without  such  a  re- 
commendation, no  secondary  considera- 
tion should  induce  goveminent  to  commute 
their  punishment  for  service  in  the  army. 
But,  had  they  been  always  thus  introduced 
In  small  bodies,  that  dissatisfaction  which 
was  felt  in  particular  regiments,  which 
beheld  them  enterinff  the  service,  as  it 
ivera^iA  anniei^  woida  Mver  have  exiatod. 


and  he  would  not  have  had  to  complain  of 
so  mischievous  a  system.— -The  next  point 
on  which  he  woula  touch,  though  not  im* 
mediately  coming  under  the  cogniaance  of 
the  noble  Secretary  opposite,  was  certainly 
connected  with  the  situation  of  the  illua« 
trious  Commander  in  Chief.  He  alluded 
to  a  report  which  had  been  spread,  that 
orders  had  been  issued  to  the  recruiting 
Serjeants  of  certain  regiments  not  to  enlist 
Irishmen,  while  foreigners  were  admitted 
without  scruple.  Why  this  exclasion 
should  prevail,  he  knew  not.  It  had  been 
said,  indeed,  that  the  Irish  were  addicted 
to  desertion.  He  gave  no  credit  to  this 
calumny;  for  he  knew  there  were  no 
braver,  more  generous,  or  more  faithful 
soldiers  than  those  of  Ireland.  They  re* 
ceived  any  kindness  done  to  them  with 
gratitude ;  they  repaid  it  with  unvarying 
aSecUon ;  and  if  they  ever  did  desert,  it 
arose  from  severity  of  treatment.  He  ex* 
pected  an  answer  from  the  noble  Secretary* 
whether  such  orders  had  ever  been  in  ex- 
istence, and,  if  they  had,  whether  they 
were  now  annulled  ?-»Henext  came  to  the 
establishment  of  schools  for  the  educatioii 
of  the  military,  a  measure,  which  reflected 
infinite  honour  on  the  illustrious  individual 
at  the  head  of  the  army,  as  shewing  aa 
earnest  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
soldiery  to  their  best  interests.  With  re* 
spect  to  the  system  which  had  been 
adopted,  be  wished  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks.  In  the  first  place,  he  understood 
that  these  military  schools  were  founded 
on  the  principles  of  the  established  religion 
of  the  country.  To  that  there  certMoly 
could  be  no  objection.  He  had  also  .beea 
informed,  that  the  mode  of  instruction  in- 
troduced in  those  schools,  was  the  saose  ae 
that  made  use  of  at  Madras.  Neither,  he 
thought,  could  any  fault  bo  found  with 
that  proceeding.  But  a  very  strange  feel- 
ing appeared  to  have  gone  abroad  oa  tlria 
subject.  Many  persons  imagined,  from  a 
paragraph  in  the  Address  of  the  Society 
who  espoused  the  Madras  method  of  edn* 
cation,  that  those  schools  were  aot  on^  to 
be  founded  on  the  principles  of  the  eetn* 
Wished  religion,  but  that  hr,  Belf  s  system, 
as  at  present  develc^ped,  should  alone  be 
permitted,  and  that  no  aUeration  wkatevet 
should  be  allowed.  If  any  improvemeiil, 
however  excellent,  were  proposed  by  Mr. 
Lancaster,  or  by  any  other  individual,  it 
was  to  be  rejected ;  although  twdisig  to  fisf» 
ward  the  great  plan  of  nmieDal  edncatioi. 
That  such  an  opinien  prevaiM*  abeuidna 
it  was^  htfelt  paribctly  oanvi 
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ital«d  it  ofdy  for  this  r«Mon,  that  tbe 
pnBciple  which  Btiiy  penoni  oonsideredl 
those  scboolf  m  estaUif hod  oo,  ond  whkh 
iDeKiig  woo  calcoUted  to  do  inocbinii* 
duof,  might  bo  officially  diiproTod. — The 
aeble  oar  1  next  adverted  to  too  eompalsioo 
which  had  been  ased  to  force  the  attend- 
aoco  of  the  soldier  J  at  ihoM  fchooU.  Uii- 
dosbtedly,  by  the  law,  they  might  be 
coiapeUed»  by  their  commanding  officers, 
to  attead  to  their  military  dolies ;  bot  that 
law,  in  his  opinion,  coald  scarcely  bo  con* 
siderod  more  powerfol  in  compelUng  them 
to  attend  school,  than  it  would  be  to  force 
them  to  learn  to  danee,  or  to  become 
of  any  oiber  acqoiioasent,  not  oe- 
irily  connected  with  their  regofar 
doliea.  Bat  as  the  edneatioo  which  the 
soldior  was  likely  to  roceiTO»  mast  be  ex- 
trsaaely  oseful  to  him  in  every  sitoation  of 
li^  ho  Ihooght  all  disgastatattending  mili* 
Isry  achoob  would  gradually  subside,  and, 
thstafaro,  no  emctment  appeared  to  him 
nscsmary  on  the  subject— -His  lordship 
tkmik  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
tobject  which,  at  the  present  moment, 
was  extremely  irapofftant*-he  meanl  the 
BMdo  of  recruiting  for  the  army.  He  la* 
mooted,  most  deeply,  that  the  system 
which  had  been  formed,  in  1806,  by  a 
great  wateimai^  the  late  Mr.  Windham, 
was  not  purMod.  If  the  House  looked  to 
the  enlistment  in  the  year  he  had  men* 
tioned,  and  compared  it  with  the  returns 
in  the  present,  the  foiling  off  in  the  latter, 
if  they  took  away  from  the  account  the 
wmbers  who  had  been  drafted  from  the 
militia,  would  be  found  lamentable  indeed ; 
md  the  more  so,  as,  by  the  volunteering 
system,  the  aailitia,  the  constitutional  force 
of  the  country,  was  likely  to  be  ruined. 
He  would  ask  the  noble  Secretary,  what 
courae  he  intended  to  pursue  ?  Whether 
he  intended  totally  to  discountenance  that 
svslem,  which  his  predecessor  in  office 
(lord  Csstlereagh)  declared  he  would  not 
discourage,  but  which,  in  reality,  he  had 
dtseeuraged  ?  After  the  short  trial  that 
qrstam  had  had,  which  led  to  very  great 
advamagas^  that  nobla  lord  pofossed,  that 
he  would  not  do  it  away  sitogether;  he 
would  not  completely  discourage  it  But 
it  was  impowihlo  not  to  foel,  that  the 
BiruBig  i^HoieM  expressed  by  that  noble 
lord  OB  tif  mbject,  most  have  had  a 
powerful  eflect  througboul  the  country; 
an  eftot  hosHlo  to  that  system  to  which 
he  was  known  not  to  bo  friendly.  He 
deuMuidsd  of  the  noble  Secretary  whether 
ba  iwtandad  te  revive  iIk  system  of  1806, 


or  to  oppose  and  disoonraga  i^  as  hei 
been  doM?— He  would  now  shortly  aA» 
vert  to  a  subject,  which  bad  oocasioiiod 
very  general  anxiety,  he  alluded  to  the 
practice  of  corporal  ponishmenC  whicl|» 
for  the  last  century^  nad  been  carried  to 
such  an  extent  in  the  British  service.  He 
confessed,  while  be  was  in  the 'command 
of  a  militia  regiment,  such  exhibitiona 
were  disgusting  and  allocking  to  his  feeU 
iilgs,  and  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  pre« 
vent  its  frequent  occurrence.  It  was  e 
practice  condemned  by  many  asost  le- 
^>ectable  persons  who  had  written  on 
military  subjects ;  and,  in  the  last  year,  e 
daase  had  been  introduced  in  the  Mutiny 
BiU,  by  which  an  option  was  given  to 
courts  martial  either  to  inflict  corporal 
ponisbment,  as  the  term  was  generally 
understood,  or  imprisosunent  He  knew 
not  how  for  that  welUintended  clause  had 
occasioned  a  relaxation  of  the  more  severe 
punishment  To  ascertain  that  foct,  it 
was  in  vain  to  enquire  how  far  it  had  been 
acted  on  in  generial  courts  martial.  With* 
out  the  noble  Secretary  informed  the  House 
what  effiM^t  the  clause  had  on  regimental 
courts  martial,  they  must  reoMin  ignorant 
of  the  eSect  occasioned  by  the  claufe. 
This,  however,  he  believed,  that  situations 
might  exist,  where,  to  take  away,  entirelv, 
the  power  of  inflicting  exemplary  punisb- 
ment,  would  be  attended  with  very  bed 
consequences.  But  he  supposed  that  the 
system  would,  at  length,  be  so  generally 
scouted  by  the  army,  as  to  render  any 
specific  enactment  unnecessary.  *-  The 
noble  earl  finally  called  the  attontion  of 
the  House  to  the  excessive  enlistment  of 
foreigners  in  the  English  army,  and  the 
placing  of  foreign  officers  in  the  coasmand 
of  British  troops.  On  Ibis  subject,  he  waa 
sure  their  lordships  felt  a  considerable  de* 
gree  of  constitutional  jealou^.  In  tfaaft 
statement,  he  was  sure,  even  the  nable 
lord  on  the  woolsack  would  concev.  The 
act  of  1804  allowed  10,000  foreign  ti 
in  the  country ;  by  that  of  1806,  the 
her  was  increased  to  16,000,  and,  bsr3rQfld 
that,  none  were  permitted.  Now,  he  would 
maimain,  that  those  who  had  incorporatod 
any  of  those  troops  with  the  native  force, 
or  placed  foreign  officers  at  the  head  ef 
British  troops,  had  acted  iilsgally,  and 
were  liable  to  punishment  He  woeid 
contest  that  point  with  any  learned  lord^ 
even  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsacfc.  Ha 
knew  the  laws  were  perplexed,  hot  they 
ought  to  be  nmde  so  plain  and  clemr,  that 
every  person  could  umhrsl  lad  tbsm^andt 
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therefore,  there  could  be  no  preramption 
in  his  adrocating  an  opinion  founded  on  a 
particular  statnte,  although  contraiy  to 
that  of  the  learned  lord.  His  lordfship 
concluded  by  hoping  that  the  noble  Secre- 
tary would  return  saliifactory  answers  to 
the  inquiries  he  had  made. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  did  not  feel  it 
necessary  to  go  at  length  into  the  different 
topics  which  had  been  touched  upon  by 
the  noble  earl,  several  of  which  were  not 
at  all  connected  with  the  Bill  then  before 
the  House.  If,  for  instance,  any  improper 
latitude  had  been  taken,  either  in  sending 
persons  to  the  army,  who  bad  been  im- 
prisoued  on  board  the  hulks,  or  in  enlist- 
mg  foreigners,  they  were  substantive  and 
distinct  questions,  which  must  be  argued  on 
their  own  grounds,  and  ought  not  to  ope- 
rate as  an  interruption  to  the  present  Bill. 
With  respect  to  the  transferring  of  con- 
YictS|  he  would  state,  that  the  hulks  had, 
for  a  considerable  time,  been  placed  under 
the  superintending  direction  ^f  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  magistrates  m  this  coun- 
try. The  system  adopted  by  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, and  his  exertions,  had  produced  the 
happiest  effects ;  and,  when  that  magis- 
trate saw  that  an  offender  was  penitent 
for  his  former  crimes,  he  certified  the  fact, 
and  the  reformed  prisoner  was  allowed,  in 
some  cases,  to  enter  the  army.  Without 
such  a  recommendation,  it  was  never  per- 
mitted. The  number  who  were  thus 
brought  back  to  society,  might  now  pro- 
bably be  greater  than  formerly;  but 
this  he  attributed  to  the  excellent  system 
at  present  on  board  the  hulks,  which 
tended  to  ameliorate  the  morals  of  the 
prisoners.  But,  taking  the  number  thus 
incorporated  with  the  army,  in  the  most 
extended  view,  it  would  be  found  very 
trifling.  Perhaps,  indeed,  too  great  a 
number  had  been  sent  to  some  particular 
regiments.  If  such  were  the  case,  it  was 
certainly  to  be  lamented,  and  ought  to 
have  been  avoided.  Sure  he  was,  how- 
ever, that  where  crimes  were  committed 
through  indiscretion,  or  were  occasioned 
by  misfortune,  and  the  perpetrators  of 
them  having  become  penitent,  were  desir- 
ous of  returning  to  society,  it  would  be 
most  cruel  to  refuse  them  an  opportunity; 
smd,  he  would  also  observe,  that  many  of 
the  persons  who  were  this  sent  to  the 
army,  from  their  bodily  strength,  and 
their  hardihood  of  constitution,  were  emi- 
nently adapted  for  a  military  life.  He 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  assertion  of  the 
mU«  tarl|  that  orden  bad  been  giTen  not 
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to  enlist  Irishmen.  Surely  he  must  have 
known,  that  the  people  of  that  country 
formed  the  great  strength  and  stamina  of 
the  British  army,  and  to  imagine  that  an 
order,  such  as  the  noble  earl  bad  spoken 
of,  could  ever  have  been  issued  from 
head-quarters,  was  really  ridiculous.  With 
respect  to  those  which  were  termed  fa- 
vourite regiments,  every  person  must  know, 
that  their  commander  could  not  be  prevent- 
ed from  refusing  some  individuals,  and  re- 
ceiving others ;  and  they  certainly  had  a 
right  to  look  minutely  into  the  characters  of 
those  whom  they  enlisted.  As  to  what  the 
noble  earl  had  said  on  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation, it  appeared  to  him  to  apply  rather 
to  diocesan  than  to  military  schools.  But, 
it  was  his  firm  belief,  that  if  any  improve- 
ment in  those  schools  were  suggested,  it 
would  be  carried  into  effect.  The  noble 
earl  had  expressed  his  regrets  that  the 
system  of  a  much- lamented  friend  of  his 
had  not  been  followed  up.  He  certainly 
thought  with  his  noble  friend  (lord  Castle- 
reagb,)  that  that  system  was  most  preju- 
dicial to  the  recruiting  service ;  and,  in 
answer  to  what  the  noble  earl  had  asserted, 
he  would  observe,  that,  under  the  present 
system,  the  army  was  more  numerous,  and 
better  disciplined,  than  it  ever  had  been. 
As  to  the  drafting  from  the  militia,  from 
which  the  noble  earl  foretold  such  evils, 
he  believed,  and  he  was  borne  out  by 
many  experienced  officers,  that  it  would 
have  a  directly  contrary  tendency.  AU 
though,  in  the  last  year,  many  bloody 
battles  and  sieges  had  taken  place,  which 
necessarily  induced  a  great  loss  of  troops, 
yet,  on  looking  to  the  returns,  the  British 
army  would  be  found  stronger  now  by 
10,000  men,  than  it  was  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  notwithstanding  all 
those  losses.  He,  therefore,  had  a  right  to 
infer,  that,  by  adhering  to  the  system 
which  had  produced  such  results,  it  would 
answer  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the 
country .«— On  the  subject  of  corporal  pu« 
nishment  he  coincided  with  the  noble  earl, 
who  seemed  to  think,  that  however  much 
it  was  to  be  deplored,  it  could  not  be  done 
away  altogether.  In  the  last  session,  a 
new  clause  had  been  introduced  in  the 
Mutiny  Bill,  leaving  it  optional  with 
courts*martial  to  infiict  imprisonment  or 
the  usual  punishment;  but,  an  adequate 
provision  had  not  been  made  to  carry  that 
intention  into  effect,  as  no  authority  was 
given  to  confine  offenders  in  the  county 
gaols,  which  rendered  it  very  difficult,  in 
many  situations,  to  exercise  that  discn« 
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ttonary  power.     There  was  also  »  defect 
in  the  Bill  of  last  session,  as  no  power  was 
given  to  deduct  part  of  the  offender's  pay, 
while  suffering    imprisonment ;   without 
which  power,  he  was  convinced,  imprison- 
ment would  do  more  barm  than  good. 
The  Bill  on  the  table,  however,  had  been 
altered,  to  meet  both  those  cases.  The  de- 
linquent was  now  liable  to  imprisonment 
in   the  county  gaol,  and  only  a  certain 
sum  was  allow^  for  his  subsistence.— 
Much  bad  been  said  on  the  subject  of  en- 
listing foreigners.     Parliament  had  de- 
cided, that,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
part  of  the  force  of  the  country  should  be 
composed  of  persons  of  that  description  ; 
and,  when  they  contemplated  the  exertions 
which  had  been  made  by  the  enemy  with 
the  nativea  of  foreign  states ;   when  they 
considered  that  France  could  not  have 
done  what  she  had  done,  without  foreign- 
ers— the  House  would  not  deny,  that  we 
also  had  a  right  to  repel  her  ambition,  by 
making  nse  of  similar  assistance.    The 
noble  earl,  though  he  made  the  assertion, 
had  not  adduced  a  single  instance  of  a 
foreign  officer  being  placed  at  the  head  of 
British  troops.    At  all  events,  these  ques- 
tions were  not  at  all  comprised  i^  the  Bill 
before  them,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
prevent  the  conhnittal  of  the  Bill. 

Earl  Groitenor  was  sorry  that  the 
system  of  the  year  1S06,  was  not  only  to 
be  discouraged,  but,  as  he  gathered  from 
the  noble  lord,  was  to  be  annihilated. 
The  noble  lord,  in  what  had  dropped  from 
him  on  the  subject,  had  by  no  means  ex- 
plained what  he  had  asserted  as  to  foreign 
troops.  He  did  not  conceive  himself 
bound  to  adduce  any  instance  of  foreign 
officers  commanding  British  troops;  but 
this  he  would  say,  that  if  a  single  foreigner 
hmA  been  placed  in  such  a  situation,  thase 
who  appointed  him  had  acted  illegally. 

The  Bill  then  went  through  a  Com- 
mittee, and  was  reported  without  an 
amendment 
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Petition  from  Bolton  rxlatiyx  to 
Parliambntary  Reform,  &c.1  Mr. 
Whitbread  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh beurhood 
of  Bolton-in-the-Moors,  assembled  pur- 
suant to  public  advertisement,  setting  forth, 

'*  That  many  of  the  Petitioners  are,  in 
eoniequence  of   the  depressed    state  of 

tnA%  in  »  aitoatioa  of  cxtrene  diitrais, 


and  that  the  distress  approaches  so  nearljr 
to  actual  starration,  that  they  think  it 
would  be  highly  imprudent  any  longer  to 
delay  communicating  their  situation  to  the 
House :  and  that  immense  numbers  of  the 
industrious  manufacturers  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood, are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
working  for  less  than  one  fourth  of  what 
they  would  preyious  to  the  commencement 
of  the  war  with  France,  whilst  the  neces* 
series  of  life  are,  since  that  period,  nearly 
doubled  in  price ;  and  that  they  are  con- 
Tinced,  by  sad  and  dear-bought  expe- 
rience, that  the  expensive  war  in  which 
this  country  has  been  so  long  engaged,  ie 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  distresses  they 
now  labour  under ;  and  that  the  continu- 
ance of  this  war,  and  most  of  its  concomi- 
tant eyili,  are  attributable  to  the  imperfect 
representation  of  the  people  in  the  House  ; 
and  it  is  the  humble  opinion  of  the  Peti- 
tioners, that  if  the  House  consisted  of  re- 
presentatirefl  of  the  people  only,  it  would 
not,  for  any  doubtful  prospect  of  benefit  to 
our  allies,  consent  to  expose  the  people  of 
this  country  to  the  certain  misery,  ruin 
and  starvation,  which  the  continuance  of 
the  war  must  bring  upon  them ;  and  that» 
though  the  Petitioners  hare,  on  many  oc- 
casions, been  proud  to  express  their  loy- 
alty and  patriotism,  and  their  willingnesa 
to  sacrifice  their  lives,  if  necessary,  in  de- 
fence of  their  invaluable  constitution ;  yet 
they  cannot  help  shrfnking  from  the  hor- 
rible form  in  which  death  now  seems  to 
await  them  and  their  helpless  families, 
unalleviated  by  any  circumstances  of 
glory  or  of  advantage  to  their  beloved  • 
country;  and  praying,  that  the  House 
will  take  into  its  serious  consideration  the 
priyations  and  sufferings  of  his  Majef^'a 
loyal  subjects  in  their  populous  distnc^ 
and  will  devise  some  speedy  meant  of  re- 
lieving them ;  and  further,  that  the  House 
will,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power,  endea- 
vour to  bring  about  the  so  much  wished 
for  Reform  in  the  Representation  of  the 
people :  and  will  also  recommend  to  his 
royal  highneu  the  Prince  Regent,  that  no 
means  be  left  untried  which  are  likely  to 
restore  to  his  Majesty's  loyal  and  lonr- 
suffering  people  the  blessings  of  peace/^ 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

National  Expenditure.]  Mr.  Baring 
said,  that  be  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moT« 
ing  for  an  Account  of  the  total  amount  of 
money  raised  for  the  public  service,  ia 
each  year,  from  1790  to  1811,  by  taxe^ 
or  by  iacreaae  «f  the  Nattonel  Debt ;  aiMl 
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alio  for  an  Accomnt  of  the  sums  expended 
by  the  commissioners  for  reducing  the 
National  Debt,  daring  the  same  period. 
His  object  in  makinf^  this  motion  wes,  to 
bring  under  one  Tiew  the  manner  in 
which  the  funds  had  been  raised  for  car- 
rying on  the  present  war»  both  in  taxes 
and  by  way  of  loan,  which  be  thought  pe- 
culiarly dieiirable  during  the  discussion 
which  was  likely  to  take  place  on  those 
points^  directly  or  indirectly,  in  conse- 

2uence  of  the  Bill  brought  in  last  night 
te  begged  leare  also  to  take  that  oppor- 
tonitr  of  correcting  a  misrepresentation 
whicn  had  gone  abroad  of  what  had  fallen 
from  him  last  night,  and  which  he  was 
induced  to  do,  not  from  any  unportance 
that  could  be  attached  to  bis  opinions,  but 
because  the  expressions  ascribed  to  him 
were  of  a  nature  to  afiect  the  poUic  cre- 
dit. It  had  been  stated  that  he  said,  the 
Bank  of  England  wat  unable  to  pay  their 
aotea  in  specie.  So  far  was  he  from  hsT* 
ing  made  such  an  assertion,  that  his  whole 
argument  was,  that  he  thought  tbeir  abi- 
lity to  flMet  their  engagements  made  the 
pfoposed  enquiry  useless.  He  always  bad 
tbowht  that  the  Bank  could  pay  in  specie, 
|p«t  um  diSculqr  was  as  to  the  supplying 
the  quantity  of  paper  called  lor  by  the 
eouatry.  lie  drew  no  comparisoo  be* 
tween  the  foods  of  the  Bank  now,  and  in 
the  year  1797»  and  he  wished  it  to  be  un- 
derstood tiwt  be  was  not  disposed  to  draw 
such  a  eomparissQ.  He  begged  pardon 
fur  oocopTing  the  attention  of  the  House, 
but  thought  the  delicacy  of  the  subject  de- 
amnded  some  explanation. 
The  AocouBts  were  accordingly  ordered. 

DisTfUAViox  FuoM  GaAfN  nf  laitAifa.] 
Mr.  Mmtrke  FingerakL  said,  that  before 
he  made  the  motion  with  which  he  meant 
10  conclude,  he  wished  first  to  reasofe 
from  the  minds  of  geodemen  any  miscon- 
oeptkm,  relative  to  the  existeaoe  of  imy 
hMflciency  of  a  Mppl^  of  com  in  Ire- 
land. It  was  not  bis  wish  to  spread  any 
alarm  of  scarcity,  and  this  he  lAiought  ne- 
oessary  to  specify,  because  It  too  fro* 
quuMlly  happened,  that  the  discmsion  of  a 
subject  was  a  sdBcient  ground  for  alarm* 
It  was  true,  that  in  some  local  districts 
some  deficiency  might  be  found  to  exist, 
ami,  on  that  aoeoont,  he  thought  it  incum- 
beoit  on  the  Irish  ffovemment  to  direct 
their  atttntiofi  to  the  subject,  that  if  do 
ghKtmi  isr  apprahensien  was  found  to 
«iit«  the  pinic  clamour  or  alarm  nnght 
W  sHMied.    in  aonlker  fgbM;  ef  vieir, 
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he  was  averse  to  any  interference  with 
the  com  laws,  and  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  such  interference  productive  of 
more  barm  than  good ;  and  with  respect 
to  Ireland,  he  doubted  whether  any  limita* 
tion  should  be  placed  to  the  export  of 
com,  as  he  conceived  that  country  to  be 
equal  to  supply  more  than  it  did  at  present 
to  England.  He  deprecated  the  idea  of 
encouraging  distillation  from  corn  as  a 
source  of  revenue,  as  it  sometimes  created 
a  pressure  which  was  severely  felt ;  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  government  to  sacrifice 
any  small  object  of  revenue  to  the  com* 
forts  of  the  people.  The  food  of  the  poor 
in  Ireland  being  chiefly  potatoes,  the  high 
price  of  com  only  afiected  them  when  th^e 
was  a  failure  of  the  crop  of  potatoes,  which 
was  the  only  proof  on  the  subject.  In 
such  a  case,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  go» 
vemment  to  put  a  stop  at  once  to  distilla* 
tion.  He  was  given  to  understand,  that 
the  consumption  of  grain  in  Dublin  was 
nearly  double,  in  consequence  of  the  dis* 
tillation  from  |prain  in  that  city—- a  per* 
mission  by  which  industry  was  discou- 
raged, and  immorality  promoted.  He 
mnst  repeat,  however,  that  there  did  not 
exist  the  least  reason  to  apprehend  a 
seareity  in  Ireland,  and  that  there  was  a 
redundancy  of  previsions  in  one  part  of  the 
country  sufficient  to  preserve  the  reasona* 
ble  price,  and  to  supply  any  deficiency 
that  might  partially  exist.  He  concluded 
by  moving,  **  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  an  account  of  the  number  of 
gallon^  of  Irish- made  spirits  on  which 
duty  was  paid  in  Ireland,  from  the  5th 
day  of  January,  181 1,  to  the  latest  period 
to  which  the  same  can  be  made  up ;  dis- 
tinguishing the  districts,  together  with 
the  amount  of  duty  paid  thereon.'' 

Mr.  W.  PoU  said,  that  he  had  no  ofc^ec* 
tion  to  grant  the  information  required  by 
the  hon.  gentleman.  In  the  general  view 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  of  the 
subject,  he  perfectly  agreed.  He  onder^ 
stood  the  hon.  gentleman  to  state,  that  he 
did  not  think  that  there  was  any  ground 
for  apprehending  that  there  was  a  scarcity 
of  grain  in  Ireland.  He  had  taken  every 
means  in  his  power  to  obtain  the  most  ac- 
curate information  upon  this  sobiect,  and 
he  was  convinced  there  was  no  danger  of 
scarcity.  It  was  trae  that  the  prices  of 
grain  were  Tory  different  in  di&rent  parts 
of  Ireland,  but  that  Tariety  of  price  dkl 
SK>t  arise  from  any  deficiency  of  grain. 
Very  unpleasant  circumstances  hni  oo- 
«Bnd  in  difbient  parts  of  Ireland,  idkein 
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Ike  people  had  mdetvonni  to  pravent 
grain  from  being  wot  to  tba  Dublin 
iurket,  nader  a  nirtaken  notion  that  it 
woold  cama  a  acarcitj ;  bnt  whan  a  free 
iniereaane  waa  opened  between  the  di& 
fenat  parU  of  tno  kisgdaai,  the  remit 
ma,  that  the  marketa  were  all  lopplied, 
and  the  pricei  Unrated.  He  wet  therefore 
warraalra  in  nying,  that  e*en  in  the  dli- 
tricla  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
(here  wat  no  reaion  to  apprehend  a 
Bcarclly.  He  agreed  with  the  bon.  gen- 
tleman, that  if  there  wa*  any  ffronad  to  ap- 
prehend a  tcarcity,  it  would  become  the 
dnty  of  the  Iriih  goremment  to  itop  the 
diaullcriei;  bet  be  knew,  from  infonna- 
lioo  Bpon  which  be  could  place  the  matt 

Kfect  reliance,  that  all  the  diuillen  in 
btia,  Cork,  and  Limerick,  were  now 
Miply  aapplied  with  grain  to  carry  on 
their  btttinaa  to  thv  falleit  extent  Ice  ten 
week*  to  come.  The  regular  time  at 
which  dietiller*  ceaaed  to  work  w««  the  lit 
efJane;  lottyear^ey  ceaaed  on  that  dajr, 
and  he  bad  nfl  doobt  that  he  could  prerail 
apon  them  to  ceaae  at  the  Mune  period  tbit 
year,  Af  they  had  therefore  already  a 
ofident  Ripniy  of  grain  to  carry  them  on 
till  within  a  few  dayt  of  the  ^me  at  which 
tbay  wvnli)  natorally  ceaae  working,  there 
waa  no  iHaaoa  to  apprehend  that  they 
waald  come  into  the  market,  and  by  their 
Mrcbatei  increaie  the  price  of  the  article. 
It  abonld  also  be  obaerred,  that  the  grain 
in  the  pottettion  of  the  dirtillera  woa  in 
nch  a  atate,  being  either  mahed  or  kiln 
dried,  or  in  ume  lucb  itate  of  procem, 
that  it  coald  not  be  made  me  of  for  the 
parpoae  of  food,  even  if  the  dittilleriea 
trere  atopped.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  bon.  gentleman  would  lee,  that  the 
measure  which  be  had  aaggeited  couM 
not  lend  in  any  degree  to  anord  any  relief 
to  the  people  of  Ireland.    The  price  of 

Eain  had  certainly  riten  in  Ireland,  bnt 
at  ma  not  owing  to  the  diititleriei,  bnt 
tn  the  free  tnterconrse  in  grain,  which 
iabintad  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire> 
hnd,  and  the  price  in  the  former  country 
being  BO  much  greater  than  it  was  in  the 
btler,  a  very  great  export  naturally  took 
place  from  vcland.  He  most  highly  ap- 
prored  of  the  free  intercoune  in  grain  be- 
tween the  two  conntriei.  No  man  at  all 
acqnamied  with  the  sUie  of  Ireland,  coald 
rint  faii  e^  to  the  SBtonishing  iiaprove- 
IKnU  which  had  Uken  place  in  the  agrl- 
cokvre  of  that  country,  in  consequence  of 
tte  act  propoied  by  the  riitfat  lion,  baronet 
appeaite  to  bin  (air  Jolm  Newport)  for  fa- 
(VOL.XXU.) 


slated  that  the  price  of  wheat  waa  16t.  a 
barrel  more  in  London  than  it  was  ta 
Dublin,  it  was  imposiible  to  snppoae  thai 
a  great  export  to  this  country  should  not 
take  place.  Whether,  if  any  seriooa 
scarcity  were  to  take  place  in  Ireland,  it 
might  not  be  proper  for  gorernment  to 
take  a  reriew  of  the  act  to  which  be  had 
alluded,  was  another  question;  but  cer» 
tainly,  under  the  present  circumitancea* 
be  for  one  woald  not  coment  to  touch  that 
act.  Gentleman  wera  not,  perhaps,  aware, 
that  in  the  last  year,  the  import  of  gnin 
into  this  country  from  Ireland  was  in  tba 
proportion  of  one  to  three  of  what  Great 
Britain  imported  from  the  rest  of  iha 
world  ;  formerly  the  arerage  of  the  pro- 
portion was  only  as  one  to  tan.  The  im- 
portation  of  grain  into  this  coaotr^  from 
Ireland  was  not  only  great,  but  it  waa 
prograsiirely  increasing.  The  import** 
tion  in  the  last  four  months  was  greater 
than  the  whole  importation  of  any  ona 

fire  ceding  year,and  the  importation  of  tba 
ast  month  waa  greater  by  one-fenrth  than 
the  proportitm  of  the  four  months.  Ha 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  up  more 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  aa  he  did  not 
mean  to  give  any  opposition  to  the  bon. 
gentleman  s  motion.  If  any  caie  of 
scarcity  were  to  arise,  tba  attention  of  the 
Irish  government  would  of  course  bo  mo^t 
closely  directed  to  the  subject.  At  pre- 
sent be  agreed  with  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  there  was  no  ground  far  any  such  ap- 
prehension. The  crop  of  potatoes,  it  waa 
true,  was  rather  scanty,  bat  they  were  of 
a  good  quality ;  and  he  was  sure  that, 
from  the  steps  which  bad  been  taken  to 
enable  the  farmers  to  carry  their  prodnca 
to  market  without  interruption,  the  pricea 
of  grain  in  frelnnd  would  not  increase,  and 
therefore  that  there  would  be  no  occasion 
for  the  interposition  of  parliament. 

Sir  John  fiewport  entirely  agreed  in  tba 
opinion,  that  there  was  nothiog  like  a  scar^ 
city  to  be  apprehended,  and  that  wbeis 
any  deficiency  existed,  it  arose  from  the 
•toppageofthe  regular  iniercourse  through 
the  country,  by  which  alone  plenty  eonid 
be  ensured.  The  farmer  lacked  op  bis 
com  in  his  granaries,  and  the  people  de> 
feated  their  own  objects.  He  belieml 
that  at  ail  limes  there  was  a  connderable 
advance  on  oats  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
partlcalarly  when  the  crop  of  poiaioei 
niled  ;  and  it  was  to  be  recollected  that 
the  disiilleries  had  laid  in  their  stock,  an^ 
their  demand  ceaMd  at  thli  tiaa.    Mbof 
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oircuinittiiGes,  which  he  had  jast  de*. 
aeribedy  that,  according  to  an  authentic, 
though  notoffictal  document,'*^  it  appeared, 

^  The  following  is  the  Correspondence 
referred  to  in  the  course  of  this  debate : 

liETTsa  from  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  Answer  from  Earl  Grey  and  Lord 
Grenville. 

My  dearest  Brother ; 

As  tlie  restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  the 
Koyal  authority  will  shortly  expire,  when 
I  must  make  my  arrangements  for  the  fu- 
ture administration  of  the  powers  with 
which  I  am  invested,  I  think  it  right  to 
ccMnmmiicate  to  you  those  sentiments 
which  I  was  withheld  from  expressing  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  by  my  ear* 
neat  desire,  that  the  expected  motion  on 
the  afiairs  of  Ireland  might  undergo  the 
deliberate  discussion  of  parliament,  un- 
aiixed  with  any  other  consideration. 

I  think  it  hardly  necessary  to  call  your 
lecollectioa  to  the  recent  circumstances 
under  which  I  asuimed  the  authority  de- 
legated to  me  by  parliament.  At  a  mo- 
Ment  of  unexampled  difficulty  and  danger, 
I  was  called  upon  to  make  a  selection  of 
persona  to  whom  I  should  entrust  the  func* 
tions  of  the  executive  goremment* 

My  sense  of  duty  to  our  royal  father 
solely  decided  that  choice;  and  erery 
private  feeling  gave  way  to  considerations 
which  admitted  of  no  doubt  or  hesitation. 
I  trust  I  aeted  in  that  respect  as  the  ge- 
nuine representative  of  the  august  person 
whose  functions  I  was  appointed  to  dis- 
charge; and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing,  that  such  was  the  opinion  of 
persons,  for  whose  judgment  and  honoura- 
ble principles  I  entertain  the  highest  re- 
specL 

In  various  instances,  as  you  well  know, 
where  the  law  of  the  last  session  lefi  me  at 
full  liberty,  I  waved  any  personal  gratifi* 
eation,  in  order  that  fiis  Majesty  might 
vesume,  on  his  restoration  to  health,  tmtj 
power  and  prerogaitive  belonging  to  hn 
crown.  I  certainly  am  the  last  person  in 
the  kingdmn  to  whom  it  can  be  permitted 
to  despair  of  our  royal  father's  recovery. 

A  New  JEra  is  now  arrived,  and  I  cannot 
but  reflect  with  satisfaction,  on  the  events 
which  have  distinguished  the  short  period 
«f  my  restricted  res ency •  Instead  of  su^ 
fering  in  the  loss  of  any  of  her  possessions, 
by  the  gigantic  force  which  has  been  em- 
ployed agiinft  ibsm^  Orta^  Britain  ku 
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that  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
had  expressed  his  wish  that  a  government 
should  be  formed  on  an  extended  and  ii* 

added  most  important  acquisitions  to  her 
empire.  The  national  faith  has  been  pre- 
served inviolate  towards  our  allies  ;  and  if 
character  is  strength,  as  applied  to  a  na-^ 
tion,  the  encreased  and  encreasing  repute* 
tion  of  his  Majesty's  arms  will  shew  to  tbo 
nations  of  the  continent  how  much  they 
may  still  achieve  when  animated  by  si 
glorious  spirit  of  resistance  to  a  foreigtt 
yoke.  In  the  critical  situation  of  the  war 
in  the  peninsula,  I  shall  be  most  anxious 
to  avoid  any  measure  which  can  lead  my 
allies  to  suppose  that  I  mean  to  depart 
from  the  present  system.  Perseverance 
alone  can  achieve  the  great  object  in  quos^ 
tion ;  and  I  cannot  withhold  my  appro* 
bation  from  those  who  have  honourably 
distinguished  themselves  in  support  of  it* 
I  have  no  predilections  to  indulged—no  rOi^ 
sentments  to  gratify — no  objects  to  attain^ 
but  such  as  are  common  to  the  whole  em* 
pire.  If  such  is  the  leading  principle  of 
my  conduct — ^and  I  can  appeal  to  the  past 
in  evidence  of  what  the  rature  will  be-»I 
flatter  mytfslf  I  shall  meet  with  the  sup^ 
port  of  parliament,  and  of  a  candid  and 
enlightened  nation. 

Having  made  this  communication  of  m^ 
sentiments  in  this  new  and  extraordinary 
crisis  of  our  afiairs,  I  cannot  conclude 
without  expressing  the  gratification  1 
should  feel,  if  some  of  those  persons  with 
whom  the  early  habits  of  my  public  life 
were  formed,  would  strengthen  my  handsj 
and  constitute  a  part  of  my  governments 
With  such  support,  and  aided  by  a  vi^ 
goreos  and  united  administration,  formedl 
on  the  most  liberal  basis,  I  shall  look  wittt 
additional  confidence  to  a  prosperous  issu# 
of  the  most  arduous  contest  in  which 
Great  Britain  was  ever  engaged.  Tou  ari 
authorised  to  communicate  these  senti^ 
menu  to  lord  Grey,  who,  I  have  no  doubfi 
will  make  them  known  to  lord  GrenTille; 

I  am  always,  my  dearest  FMIerick| 
your  aflectionate  Brother, 

(Signed)  Gbosob,  P.  R. 

Carlton  House,  Feb.  IS,  1812. 

P.  S.  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  lettoc 
imniediately  to  Mr.  Perceval. 

February  15,  1812. 
Sir^-^We  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  ex* 
press  to  your  Royal  Highness  our  dotifid 
acknowledgements  for  the  gracious  and 

in  wWtfe  you  h«v« 
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bend  bMN :  (and  here  be  matt,  once  for 
ell,  obeerre,  that  id  t peaking  ef  tbe  share 
vbich  hit  Boyal  Highnen  had  in  the 
Iranaactioii  he  conudered  him  as  acting 
bjr  tbe  adrice  of  retponiible  penont.)    A 

bad  the  goodnesito  commanicate  to  as  the 
Letter  of  biB  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Begent,  on  the  sunject  of  the  arrangements 
to  he  BOW  made  for  the  fotnre  administra- 
lioa  of  the  public  affairs ;  and  we  take  the 
liberty  of  availing  ourteWet  of  joor 
gracioaa  permission,  to  address  to  yoar 
Boyal  Highness  in  this  form  what  has  oc- 
copred  to  as  in  consequence  of  that  com- 
mmicttlion* 

The  Priofe  Regent»  after  expressing  to 
yoor  BeytH  Highness  in  that  letter  bis  sen- 
Imenla  on  Tarioos  public  matters,  has,  in 
the  coBclnding  paragraph,  condescended 
to  iatimate  his  wish  tbat  '<  some  of  those 
^  persons  with  whom  the  early  habits  of 
*Bis  pnblic  life  were  formed,  would 
'stiengtben  bis  Royal  Higfaness's  bands, 
'and  c€»n^itote  s  part  of  bis  govern- 
*ment/'  and  bis  Royal  Highness  is 
pleased  to  add,  ^  that  with  such  support; 

*  aided  by  a  vigorous  and  united  adminis- 
'tralion,  formed  on  the  most  liberal  basis, 
*be  wosid  look  witb  additional  confif- 

*  denee  to  a  prosperous  issue  of  the  most 
^  ardoons  contest  in  which  Great  Britain 

*  has  ever  been  engaged/' 

On  the  other  parts  of  his  Royal  High- 
Bess's  letter  we  do  not  presume  to  off^r 
siiy  obienrafions ;  but  on  the  concluding 
paragraph,  in  so  for  as  wt  may  venture  to 
suppose  oerseltM  included  in  the  gracious 
wish  which  it  expresses,  we  owe  it,  in  obe- 
dienee  and  doty  to  his  Royal  Highness,  to 
explain  ourselves  ^th  frankness  and  sin- 
cerity* 

We  beg  leave  most  earnestly  to  assure 
his  Royal  Highness,  tbat  no  sacrifices,  ex- 
cept those  of  honour  and  duty,  could  ap- 
pear to  us  too  great  to  be  made,  for  the 
purpose  of  healing  the  divisions  of  our 
country,  and  uniting  both  its  government 
and  iu  people.  All  personal  exclusion 
we  entirely  disclaim :  we  rest  on  public 
measures;  and  it  is  on  this. ground  alone 
that  we  must  express,  without  reserre,  the 
impossibility  of  our  uniting  with  the  pre- 
sent govemmetkt.  Our  differences  of  opi- 
nion are  too  many  and  too  important  to 
tdmit  of  such  an  union.  His  Royal  Higb- 
aeu  will,  we  are  confident,  do  os  the  jus- 
tice to  remember,  that  we  have  twice  al- 
ready acted  on  this  impression ;  in  1809, 
en  the  propositicm  then  made  Xa  ui  under 


negociation  was  accordingly  set  on  foot, 
in  order  to  carry  this  desirable  object  inie 
effect.  That  negociation  had  anfortn* 
nately  foiled,  and  the  wishes  of  the  ^^'--^ 
Regent,  and  the  expectations  of  the 
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his  Majestv's  authority;  and  last  year, 
when  his  Koyal  Highness  was  pleased  t6 
require  our  advice  respecting  the  forma« 
tion  of  a  new  government.  The  reasons 
which  we  then  humbly  submitted  to  him 
are  strengthened  by  the  encreasing  dan* 
gers  of  the  times ;  nor  has  there,  down  to 
this  moment,  appeared  even  any  approxi^ 
mation  towards  such  an  agreement  of  opi* 
nion  on  the  public  interests,  as  can  alone 
form  a  basis  tor  the  honourable  onion  of 
parties  previously  opposed  to  each  other. 
Into  the  detail  of  these  difii>rences  we 
are  unwilling  to  enter;  they  embrace  ak 
most  ail  the  leading  foaturesof  the  present 
policy  of  the  empire ;  but  bis  Royal  High* 
ness  has,  himself,  been  pleased  to  advert 
to  the  late  deliberations  of  parliament  on 
the  afl&irs  of  Ireland.  This  is  a  subject, 
abote  all  others,  important  in  itself,  and 
connected  with  the  most  pressing  dangers. 
Far  from  concurring  in  the  sentiment^ 
which  his  Majestjr's  ministers  have,  on  that 
occasion,  so  recently  expressed,  we  enter* 
tain  opinions  directly  opposite:  we  ari 
firmly  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  a  toul 
change  in  the  present  system  of  govern^ 
ment  in  tbat  country,  and  of  the  imme^ 
diate  repeal  of  those  civil  disabilities  undet 
wfalch  so  large  a  portion  of  his  Majesty's 
suh^ts  still  labour  on  account  of  their 
refigioos  opinions.  To  recommend  to 
parliament  this  repeal,  is  the  first  advice 
whieh  it  would  be  our  duty  to  offer  to  hft 
Royal  Highness ;  nor  could  we,  even  for 
the  shortest  time,  make  ourselves  respon« 
sible  for  any  forther  delav  in  the  proposal 
of  a  measure,  without  which  we  could  err- 
tertain  no  hope  of  rendering  ourselves 
useful  to  his  Royal  Highness  or  to  our 

country* 

We  nave  only  therefore  further  to  bcjj 
your  Royal  Hrghness  to  lay  bofore  bit 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  ex* 
pression  of  our  humble  duty,  and  the  sin* 
cere  and  respectful  assurance  of  our  twr* 
nest  wishes  for  whatever  may  best  promote 
the  ease,  honour,  and  advantage  of  hii 
Royal  Highnesses  government,  and  th6 
sutcess  of  his  endeavours  for  the  publitt 
welfare.  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Oarr. 

GaKNVlLLX. 

To  Mtroyal  highnesi  the  Ihike  of  York. 
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try  had  been  disappointed.  It  was  from 
the  period  of  the  failure  of  this  negocia- 
tioii  that  he  dated  the  commencement  of 
those  alarming  symptoms  to  which  he  had 
advert«fd,  and  the  glaring  deierioration  in 
our  domestic  situation  which .  threatened 
the  integrity  of  the  empire.  What  were 
those  portentous  features  of  the  present 
time  which  foreboded  so  much  calamity  ? 
"  I  wish  to  Gpd^  Maynobth  college  had 
never  existed  V  had  been,  in  another 
place,  the  expressions  of  a  confidential 
j^r.vant  of  the  crown.  What  was  this  but 
evincing  a  decided  hostility  to  the  reli* 
gion  and  political  rights  of  a  great  portion 
of  the  population  of  these  dominions  r 
What  was  it  but  the  proof  of  a  tkolus 
aninuts  with  regard  to  them,  swaying  the 
councils  of  the  crown  ?  The  natural  ten* 
dency  of  suoh  an  imprudent  and  impolitic 
declaration  must  be,  to  produce  a  spirit 
of  irritation  and  hostility,  which  would 
sooner  or  later  shew  itself  in  the  most 
alarming  colours.  A  right  hon.  gentleman, 
a  member  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia* 
ment,  (whose  moderation  in  all  matters  con- 
nected with  religion,  whose  talents  and 
whose  integrity  did  honour  to  his  country 
and  to  the  empire)  had  received  a  petition 
from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  be 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  its  being 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  14th  of 
next  month.  The  votes  on  the  table  in- 
formed them  that  a  call  of  the  House  was 
to  take  place  on  the  1 3th  of  April, — a  call 
DOt  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  was  to  move  the  consideration  of  the 
petition,  but  by  that  minister  of  the  crown, 
who  was  understood  to  be  the  bar  to  all 
conciliation.  What  must  be  the  effect  of 
this  apparently  deep-rooted  hostility  to 
their  cause  on  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  : 
What  must  be  the  consequence  of  such  a 
system,  if  continued  ?  It  was  not  among  the 
least  alarming  of  these  fearful  symptoms, 
that  some  of  the  clergy,  as  he  understood, 
taking  the  hint  perhaps  from  those  in  au- 
thority, had,  in  a  manner  very  inconsistent 
indeed  with  the  principles  of  their  reli- 

5 ion,  made  themselves  the  instruments  of 
iscord  and  disunion,  and  perverted  even 
the  pulpit  itself  to  the  worst  purposes  of 
|>i|^otry  and  faction.  Already  had  there 
appeared  a  disposition,  fomented,  probably 
by  the  tone  of  the  government,  to  raise  that 
•x^rable  cry,  which,  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
country,  had  more  than  once  marked  the 
epoch  of  the  present  generation.  But  were 
these  the  only  symptoms  that  evinced  the 


deterioration  which  had  taken  -plisce  in  onr 
domestic  circumstances  ?   Were  their  lord* 
ships  aware  of  the  state  of  the  diurnal  press 
of  London,  and,  he  might  add  of  the  pro* 
viiicial  press  ?— Did  they  not  know  that 
it  was  formed  into  two  distinct  and  oppo- 
site parties  ?  and  were  not  their  lordshipy 
doomed  every  day^  as  had  on  a  former 
occasion  been  remarked  by  a  noble  earl 
near  him,  (Grosvenor,)  to  read  on  the  one 
side,    of   an    overweening,    overbear ing, 
proud,  ambitious  aristocracy,  that  strove 
to  domineer  over  the  throne  itself;  and» 
on  the  other,  the  most  virulent  and  scur- 
rilous attacks,  even  upon  the  Prince  Re- 
gent in  person  ?     Were  they  aware  of  the 
effect  which  these  things  must  have  upon 
the  country  at  large ;  and  could  they  b« 
indifferent  to  the  eSect,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  nation  and  the  world* 
of  such  a  mischievous  application  of  that 
great  engine  of  public  opinion,  the  press  ? 
These  were  not  all  the  symptoms  that 
seemed  to  characterise  the  eventful  period 
to  which  he  had  referred.    The  Prince 
Regent  himself,  (speaking  of  his  Roy  si 
Highness  in  the  sense  which  he  had  be- 
fore stated,  as  acting  at  the  suggestion  of 
responsible    advisers),    even  the  Prince 
himself  was  not  exempt  from  his  share  in 
these  alarming  transactions.     They  had 
heard,  for  instance,  of  the  highest  honours, 
of  the  most  distinguished  situations,  being 
offered  to  various  individuals,  and  refused 
upon  the. ground,  that  acceptance  would 
be  contrary  to  the  honour  of  those  persons, 
who  founa  it  impossible  for  them  to  do 
any  thing  to  assist,  or  give  countenance  to 
the  system  upon  which  the  government 
was  conducted.    It  was  rumoured,  that  all 
the  bent,  aim,  and  force  of  the  government, 
was  inflexible  hostility  to  the  liberal  prin* 
ciples  which  alone  could  ensure  concilia- 
tion and  union.    This,  however,  was  only 
rumour ;  but  what  was  certainly  true  was, 
that  on  the  13th  of  February,  the  Prince 
Regent,  in  a  manner  that  did  honour  to 
the  high  situation  which  he  held,  and  with 
a  sincerity  and  good  faith  well  becoming 
his  character,  expressed  his  wishes,  that  at 
the  present  critical  moment  no  measure 
should  be  adopted  which  could  excite  the 
smallest  suspicion  that    he   intended  to 
abandon  his  allies,  or  cease  to  give  them 
the  same  liberal  iissistance  as  formerly. 
Yet,  subsequent  to  this  declaration,  it  was 
well  known,  that  his  Royal  Highness  had 
been  obliged  to  accept  the  resignation  of 
a  noble  marquis,  who  had  in  some  measure 
identified  himself  with  the  cense  of  our 
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allies.  He  hoped  the  noble  marqait,  whom 
be  saw  In  his  place,  would  in  the  coune 
of  thu  debate  ezplatn  the  reasons  which 
had  indaced  him  to  resign,  at  a  moment 
when  his  services^  with  a  Tiew  to  the  war 
IB  the  peninsula,  were  so  Tery  essential. 
Bot  he  coald  not  repeat,  too  ofUn,  that, 
sobseqaent  to  the  wish  expressed  by  his 
Boyal  Highness,  with  regard  to  the  cause 
of  oar  allies,  his  Royal  Highness  had  re- 
celTed  the  resignation  of  the  noble  mar- 
qois,  who  for  two  years  and  a  half  had 
conducted  the  whole  diplomatic  corres- 
poadence  with  the  peninsula ;  and,  before 
thai  period,  had  acted  as  the  minister  of 
this  country  in  Spain  with  so  much  honour 
to  himself,  and  so  much  advantage  to  the 
nation.  No  correspondence  that  had  ever 
been  laid  on  their  lordships'  table,  had 
ever  excited  more  general  applause.  The. 
noble  marquis,  too,  was  no  less  a  person 
than  the  brother  of  lord  Wellington  him- 
self; and  yet,  in  the  present  critical  state 
of  the  war,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
resign,  though  the  Prince  had  before  ex- 
pressed his  wish  to  give  every  support  to 
our  allies.  Such  was  the  general  view  of 
the  situation  of  the  country,  since  the  ex- 
piration of  the  restrictions  upon  the  Re- 
gent. Our  domestic  policy  of  exclusion 
appeared  to  have  assumed  a  more  decided 
shape,  and  the  brightening  prospects 
which  appeared  to  be  opening  to  us,  had 
given  way  to  a  deeper  gloom.  He  had 
adverted  to  the  difficulties  under  which 
Ibe  nation  had  to  struggle,  and  the  very 
inadifqnate  composition  of  the  present 
government  to  meet  these  difficulties ;  and 
from  all  this  it  followed,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  that  some  change  in  the 
firame  of  that  government  should,  if  possi- 
ble, be  efiected.  Now  he  would  ask, 
whether  such  a  cbant^e  was  really  hope- 
less? And  here  he  roust  advert  to  a 
primed  letter  bearing  the  signature  of  a 
noble  earl  near  him  (lord  Grey),  and  of  a 
noble  baron  (lord  Grenville),  whose  ab- 
sence their  lordships  must  deeply  regret^ 
both  from  sympathy  with  the  noble  family 
which  had  lately  experienced  the  domes- 
tic calamity  that  occasioned  that  absence, 
as  also  on  account  of  the  delicacy  of  the 
situation  in  which  the  noble  lord  was 
placed.  He,  however,  would  endeavour 
lo  avoid  every  thing  that  could  possibly 
appear  to  be  inconsistent  with  a  due  re^ 
fl^ud  to  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
noble  Lord  at  present  unfortunately  stood ; 
And  he  had  no  doubt  his  noble  friends  who 
ware  to  follow  him,  would  adopt  the  same 
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precaution.  If  the  construction  which  he 
put  upon  that  letter,  and  which  it  was 
certainly  capable  of  bearing,  was  the  cor- 
rect one ;  he  flatterdd  himielf  that  hopes 
might  still  be  indulged  of  fulfilling  the 
wishes  of  his  Royal  Highness,  and  forming 
an  administration  adequate  to  .the  difficul- 
ties of  the  times.  Whether  his  construo 
tion  was  the  true  one,  the  noble  earl  near 
him  (Grey)  would  inform  their  lordships. 
But  it  might  possibly  be  said,  that  he  was 
not  authorised  to  refer  to  these  documents^ 
as  they  did  not  come  in  an  official  shape 
before  the  House ;  and  the  unusual  aspe- 
rity of  tone  and  manner  of  the  Hoble 
Secretary  of  State  on  a  former  occasiori, 
when  he  put  a  question  to  him  relative  to 
one  of  these  letters,  was  such  as  to  justify 
some  apprehension  that  such  an  objection 
might  be  made.  Yet,  he  maintained  that 
any  paper  of  public  notoriety,  and  espe- 
cially one  bearing  the  signature  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  was  a  document  for  tlieir 
lordships  to  proceed  upon.  He  did  not 
think,  that  out  of  the  whole  kingdom  the 
House  of  Lords  ought  to  be  the  only  room 
in  which  such  a  document  could  not  be 
made  the  subject  of  discussion.  It  was^ 
however,  sufficient  for  his  purpose,  that  on 
the  15th  of  February  a  wish  had  been  ex* 
pressed  by  his  lloyal  Highness  to  form  an 
Administration  on  a  broad  and  liberal 
basis.  That  wish  had  unfortunately  not 
been  gratified.  But  the  wish  which  existed 
then,  no  doubt  still  continued  ;  and  the 
object  of  his  motion  was,  if  possible,  to 
give  effect  to  the  declared  desire  of  his 
Royal  Highness:  provided  nothing  OC'P 
curred  in  the  debate  which  should  change 
his  opinion  as  to  the  construction  to  be 
put  on  the  answer  to  the  Prince's  letter, 
he  should  still  cherish  a  strong  hope  of 
being  able  to  secure  the  accomplishment 
of  so  desirable  an  object.  He  would  now 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  those 
parts  of  the  noble  lords'  letter,  which 
had  been  particularly  dwelt  upon*  and 
which  he  believed,*  had  been  misap* 
prehended.  The  noble  lords,  having 
assigned  the  reasons  of  their  refusal,  say 
"  It  is  on  this  ground  alone  that  we  must 
express,  without  reserve,  the  impossibility' 
of  our  uniting  with  the  present  govern- 
ment." Now,  he  would  ask,  what  had 
been  understood  by  this  expression  of  the 
noble  lords }  Why,  that  they  insisted  on 
forming  the  government  themselves— that 
they  would  hear  of  no  persons,  but  of  their 
own  selection,  snd  of  their  own  principles 
—and  that  they  would  not  sit  in  the  cm^ 
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bintt  with  ilKMe  wko  w«re  the  con64tfl- 
tial  adviiert  of  iIm  Prince  Rege«t.    Tbii 
IMS  Ihe  inlerfMreUlion  which  hid  htw 
given  of  that  part  of  their  aatw^r.    Yet, 
withoot  meaning  to  atate  what  the  feeling 
of  the  noble  lordi  really  was  an  thii  snh- 
joct»  it  appeared  to  him,  that  in  saying  they 
wotdd  not  consent  to  unite  wiih  the  pre- 
aent  goTemment-^that  they  could  not  aa- 
aist  an  administration,  whose  proceedings 
they  disapproved^t  did  not  fellow  that 
4key  would  not  act  with  them,  provided*  of 
eottne,they  were  not  placed  in  such  situa- 
lioiiM  as  would  prevent  them  from  carrying 
into  efifect   those  measores  which    they 
thought  most  conducive  to  the  general  in- 
terest.—In  the  next  paragraph  the  noble 
lords  observe,  ^  Into  the  detail  of  those 
differences  we  are  unwilling  to  enter; 
they  embrace  almost  all  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  the  present  policy  of  the  em- 
pire.''     The  principles  of  policy  here 
alluded  to,  were,  the  conduct  to  he  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  America,*-*the  Bul- 
lion question,-*— the  war  in  the  peninsula, 
^r-and    the    treatment  of  the  Catholics. 
Gould  it  be  fairly  supposed,  that  it  wai 
the  intention  of  the  noble  lords,  if  they 
should  come  into  office,  to  concede  the 
whole  matter  in  controversy  with  America? 
Could  it  be  fairly  supposed  that  they  were 
prepared  to  sacrifice  the  maritime  rights 
of  the  country,  and  lay  our  naval  grandeur 
and  independence  at  the  foot  of  America  ? 
It  miffht  be  so,  but  he  would  not  believe 
it,  till  he  heard  it  from  themselves ;   he 
would  not  believe  any  British  statesman 
capable  of  such  a  thou^ ;  nor  could  he 
allow  himself  for  a  moment  to  attribute 
such  intentions  to  the  noble  lords.    The 
next  question  Mras,  that  of  the  bullion* 
MThat  was  the  nature  of  the  difference 
here?  It  mi^t  be  said,  that  the  noble 
lords  would  immediately  open  the  Bank, 
and  compel  cash  payments.    It  was  no 
doubt  probable,  that  they  would  make 
tha  situation  of  the  currency  a  matter  of 
serious  consideration,  and  that  they  would 
act  upon  the  system  of  restoring  the  cash 
payments  to  the  country,  when  a  favour- 
able opportunity  occurred  for  dolus  so. 
Bat  was  it  to  be  said,  that  they  would  force 
•ttch  a  measure  forward  heme  its  time,— ^ 
that   they  vrouM  urge  it   without   pre- 
paration,—-without    regard   to   oircum- 
atances,— ^without    any   precaution  that 
jnight  render  it  regularand  secure  ?  As  to 
the  peninstUa,  the  noble  lords,  were  boldly 
charged  with  a  resolntion  to  withdraw  our 
anistanoe  from  the  Spaaiiifi  causa.    They 
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might  certainly  disapprove  of  the  tircum* 
stances  of  the  war;  but  it  was  not  to  be 
conceived,  that  they  would  abandon  il 
withoot  due  examination.     Of  coursa, 
their   conduct  in   this  point   would    ba 
strongly  inffuenced  by  the  larger  inform*' 
ation  on  the  circumstances,  objects,  and 
means  of  the  contest,  which  office  might 
give  them»  and  to  which  they  could  not 
now  have  acce$$<     It  was  not  to  be  sup* 
posed  thatthey  would  proceed  in  this  di<« 
rcctioii,  without  communicating  with  the 
distinguished  person  who  was  now  at  the 
head  of  the  British  force  in  the  peninsoki, 
v-41  man  who  deserved  every  attention  and 
every  praise,— -who  wasat once  the  great  ge* 
neral  and  the  great  statesman,— whose  phy* 
sical  courage  was  equalled  only  by  the 
moral  fortitude  which  he  dtanifested  in  op^ 
posing  those  who,  not  being  perfectly  ac« 
quainted  with  the  situation  of  the  peninsula, 
were  desirous  of  withdrawing  from  the  con- 
test there.    It  was  presumed,  that,  on  their 
admission  into  the  Prince's  cabinet,  the 
British  forces  would  be  recalled :   but  was 
this  a  just  presumption  ?   He  had  never 
heard  it  from  the  noble  lords.      It  might 
he  their  determination  ;    but,  until  he  had 
it  from  their  own  lips,  be  could  not  believe 
it.    The  last  point  was  the  sute  of  Ireland. 
With  respect  to  the  disallowance  of  the 
claims  of  a  large  portion  of  his  majesty^s 
subjects,— on  this  some  difficulty  arose. 
It  was  less  easy  to  define  the  limit  of  the 
objects  which  the  noble  lords  might  have 
in   contemplation.     The   difference  be- 
tween them  and  administration  was  mora 
wide  than   on   the  other  pomts.     The 
noble  lords  observed  in  their  letter, ''  We 
are  firmly  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  a 
total  change  in  the  present  system  of  that 
country,  and  of  the  immediate  repeal  of 
those  civil  disabilities    under   which  so 
large  a  portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
still  labour,  on  account  of  their  religious 
opinions.    To  recommend  to  parliament 
this  repeal,  is  the  first  advice  which  it 
would  be  our  duty  to  offer  to  his  Royal 
Highness.' '    In  this  part,  more  than  any 
other,  the  general  interpretation  seemed 
to  be  warranted  by  the  construction  of  the 
words.     The  view  he  entertained  of  thia 
subject  was  certainly  different.     His  idea 
of  the  most  suitable  proceeding  in  bring- 
ing about  this  great  measure  of  redemp^ 
tion,  was,  that  the  proposal  of  considertf- 
tion  should  come  from  administration,--* 
that  the  House  sbouki  then  sanction  a  r#- 
soktion  for  taking  the  qoestten  into  eons^ 
darataoa  ajt  a  future  liawj    andj  flnaMy, 
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that  etcry  thing  relating  to  the  manage- 
ment and  detail  of  the  question,  should  be 
left  to  the  executive  goTernment,  by  whom 
a  specific  plan  should  be  laid  before  the 
legislature.  By  this  means,  all  ihe  grace 
of  originating  the  measure  would  attach  to 
the  crown,  to  which,  in  truth,  it  ought  to 
belong.  It  would  pledge  parliament  to 
nothing  but  the  mere  consideration  of  the 
question,  and  leave  the  arrangement  and 
oetail  where  it  should  be  left,  with  the 
ezecutiTe  government;  and,  whatever 
was  proposed  by  them,  parliament,  in  the 
coarse  of  the  next  session,  might  reject  or 
adopt.  But  still  in  the  letter  of  the  noble 
lords  there  certainly  was  nothing  to  give 
the  idea,  that  they  would  at  once  recom- 
mend the  total  abolition  of  Catholic  re- 
straints, without  delay,  or  regularity,  or 
consideration.  He  would  not  deny,  that 
the  words  might  bear  such  an  interpreta- 
tion :  but  from  their  former  declarations, 
-^froin  every  former  means  of  expressing 
their  sentiments,  it  might  be  not  unjust- 
ly conceived,  that  they  would  proceed  in 
this  momentous  affair,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary prudence  ;  that  they  would  suffer  a 
certain  period  to  elapse  before  the  grant- 
ing of  full  remission;  and  that  they  would 
grant  nothing  without  providing  for  the 
secority  of  the  existing  establishments. 
This  was  the  fair  construction  of  the  policy 
which  they  were  likely  to  adopt;  and  if 
this  construction  were  justified  by  what 
their  lordships  might  hear  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  was  it  not  to  be  desired  that 
every  strength  that  the  country  was  capa* 
ble  of  affordidg.  should  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  conducting  it  through  the  dif- 
ficulties of  its  present  situation  ?  Was  it 
not  most  desirable,  that  this  country*  and 
what  remained  of  independent  Europe, 
should  be  gratified  by  seeing  an  adminis- 
tration combined  of  all  the  wisdom,  expe- 
rience, and  authority  that  was  to  be  found 
amoDg  us,  formed  to  preserve  domestic 
tranquillity,  and  to  command  the  respect 
of  foreign  powers  ?  He  might  be  thought 
a  great  ignoramus  in  politics,  to  expect 
that  no  opposition  would  be  ofiered  to 
a  motion  which  did  not  proceed  from 
administration.  He  deprecated  being 
overpowered  by  the  eloquence  of  noble 
lords  on  the  side  of  ministers  :  his  motion 
was  certainly  not  one  which  proceeded 
from  them;  but  it  was  consistent  with 
the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and 
conformable  to  its  practice  in  the  best 
periods  of  our  history,  and  therefore,  un- 
isuai  as  the  hope  was  in  modern  times,  he 
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hoped  they  would  suffer  it  to  go  to  tha . 
Prince  Recent,  and  let  his  consideration  do 
the  rest.  He  trusted  that  there  was  now  no  ■ 
man  who  would  call  the  administration*, 
as  it  stood  on  the  1 3th  of  February^*. 
an  administration  upon  a  sufficient  basis. 
After  the  proposition  which  had  been  made 
at  that  period,  he  believed  that  there 
was  not  a  single  person  who  would  stand 
up  in  his  place  and  maintain  that  it  was 
then  a  sufficient  administration :  and  if  not 
sufficient  then,  what  was  it  now,  when  the 
great  talents  and  great  weight  of  the  noble 
marquis  (Wellesley)  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  government  ?  The  only  topic  on 
which  he  could  anticipate  objection  was* 
that  as  his  motion  touched  upon  ministers* 
it  was  to  be  considered  as  an  opposition 
motion.  For  the  honour  of  truth,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, he  deprecated  this  consideration.  It 
was  not  an  opposition  motion.  It  had  ' 
arisen  with  himself,  and  without  any  com- 
munication to  the  noble  lords  who  had- 
been  alluded  to.  It  bore  no  hostility  to 
administration,  for  many  of  whose  mem* 
hers  he  felt  the  most  perfect  respect,  and 
he  denied  their  right  to  impute  party  or 
factious  motives  to  him.  Did  they  mean 
to  impute  them  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  when  on  the  13th  of  Fe« 
bruary  he  expressed  a  wish  for  an  admi- 
nistration diQerently  constituted  ?  If  they 
did,  how  fould  they,  as  men  of  honour, 
retain  their  situations  ?  And  if  they  did 
not,  what  right  had  they  to  attribute  such 
motives  to  him,  for  expressing  the  same 
desire  now,  which  his  royal  highness  had 
formerly  done  ?  What  had  happened* 
since  the  13th  of  February,  to  cause  % 
cban  ge  of  opinion  ?  What  had  been  gained* 
and  what  had  been  lost?  Was  there  any 
thing  in  that  loss  or  in  that  gain,  which 
rendered  unnecessary  now  the  alteration 
proposed  at  that  time  ?  The  motion  was 
founded  on  the  deep  sense  he  entertained 
of  the  alarming  evils  which  threatened 
the  safety  ot*  the  nation— which  were 
every  day  more  and  more  developing 
themselves — and  the  imperative  necessity 
of  obtaining  an  efficient  adnunistration 
capable  of  averting  them.  He  framed 
the  motion,  neither  for  nor  against  any  set 
of  men,  party,  or  faction,  whatever;  he 
made  it  for  the  sake  of  the  country  at 
large,  and,  in  their  name,  he  entreated  for 
it  a  favourable  reception.  His  lordship 
then  moved— 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent* 
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to  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that  whilst 
v^  most  deeply  deplore  the  unhappy  con- 
thioance  of  his  Majesty's  indisposition, 
we  entirely  rely  upon  his  Royal  High- 
ness's  wisdom  and  princely  virtues  for 
the  vigorous  and  beneficent  exercise  of 
those  unrestricted  powers,  with  which  he 
is  now  invested ;  and  that  his  Royal  High- 
Ttess  may  depend  upon  our  affectionate 
flittachment,  and  our  constant  and  zealous 
support  in  all  his  measures,  for  the  main- 
tcfnance  of  the  honour  of  the  nation  abroad, 
and  of  its  happiness  and  tranqnillity  at 
hotne.  Humbly  to  represent  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  that  for  the  attainment  of  these 
objects,  it  appears  to  us  to  be  essential, 
that  the  administration  to  which  his  Royal 
Highness  may  be  graciously  pleased  to 
<fomm]t  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
should  be  so  composed  as  to  unite,  as  far 
stit  possible,  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

"  That  in  the  present  state  of  Ireland, 
it  is,  in  our  opinion,  impossible  that  such 

SiSneral  confidence  and  good  will  should 
e  enjoyed  by  any  administration,  the 
(Characteristic  principle  of  whose  domestic 
policy,  as  well  as  the  bond  of  whose  con- 
nection in  office,  is  the  determination  not 
only  not  to  recommend,  but  to  resist  a 
fair  and  dispassionate  consideration  of 
those  civil  disabilities  under  which  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  still  labour, 
dnd  of  which  they  complain  as  most 
grievous  and  oppressive. 

*'  That  we  therefore  humbly  express 
our  anxious  hope,  that  his  Royal  Highness 
Inay  yet  be  enabled  to  form  an  adminis- 
tration, which,  by  conciliating  the  affec- 
tions ofall  descriptions  of  the  community, 
liiay  mo6t  effeptoally  call  forth  the  entire 
Resources  of  the  united  kingdom,  and  may 
iiffbrd  to  his  Royal  Highness  additional 
means  of  conducting  to  a  successful  ter- 
mination a  war,  in  which  are  involved  the 
aafety,  honour,  and  prosperity  of  this 
country." 

Viscount  Grimston  said,  he  had  heard 
the  speech  and  motion  of  the  noble  lord 
With  great  regret,  and  he  hoped  and  trust- 
ed  their  lordships  would  pause  before  tliey 
entertained  the  question,  for,  notwith- 
atanding  the  caution  and  perfect  forbear- 
ance exercised  by  the  noble  lord,  this  mo- 
tion did  impute  some  blame  to  an  illus- 
trious personage  at  the  head  of  the  execu- 
tive government*  There  was  something 
pecuuar  in  the  whole  proceeding.  He 
oeKeved  it  w^  the  general  usage  of  that 
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House  to  have  some  distinct  knowledge  of 
the  subject  which  was  introduced  before 
them  as  the  ground  of  a  specific  motion, 
some  distinct  document  on  which  to  dis- 
cuss it,  and,  under  this  impression,  he 
would  he  of  opinion,  that  their  lordships 
would  be  justified  in  giving  a  decided  ne- 
gative to  the  motion  just  submitted  to 
them,  if  he  did  not  think  that  it  would  be 
more  respectful  to  his  Royal  Highness  and 
to  the  noble  lord  to  meet  it  by  the  con- 
stitution of  an  amendment.  He  re- 
peated, that  it  appeared  to  him,  that  some 
degree  of  blame  was  imputed  to  the  Prince 
Regent  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
conducted  himself,  and  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  he  had  adopted 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  to  order.-— 
He  had  heard  the  commencement  of  the 
noble  viscount's  speech  with  great  pain, 
and  must  interrupt  him.  It  was  highly 
irregular  in  any  noble  lord  to  make  any 
personal  allusion  to  the  personage  at  the 
head  of  the  executive  government  of  the 
country.  Such  a  line  of  argument  was 
perfectly  disorderly,  and  he  had  even  felt 
great  pain  in  listenmg  to  the  speech  of  the 
noble  lord  who  had  spoken  first  in  the  de- 
bate, although  he  had  not  interrupted  him, 
because  that  noble  lord  had  not  mingled 
the  subject  with  the  matter  of  his  speech 
after  the  commencement.  But  here  was 
an  allegation,  that  direct  blame  was  attri- 
buted to  the  head  of  the  government.  He 
had  never  heard  a  grosser  infringement  of 
order,  nor  any  thing  more  likely  tp  in- 
fluence their  deliberations. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  spoke  to  order. 
Hra  noble  friend  had  not  charged  any  one 
with  imputing  blame  to  the  Prince  Re* 
gent.  He  had  said,  that  the  motion  in<^ 
vblved  it, — that  it  was  the  natural  in* 
ference, — and  he  had  a  right  to  make  the 
observation  to  that  extent.  But  what  was 
the  motion  itself?  Was  it  not  founded 
upon  a  private  letter  ?  Was  it  not  calling; 
upon  their  lordships  to  debate  upon  a  pri- 
vate paper  ? 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  in  the  few  words 
which  he  was  anxious  to  address  to  the 
House,  upon  a  question  in  which  he  was 
personally  deeply  interested — 

The  Earl  of  Westmordand  asked  if  the 
noble  earl  was  speaking  to  order  ? 

Earl  Grey  declared  that  he  was  speaW 
ing  to  the  question  of  order.  No  point 
could  stand  upon  more  clear  constitutional 
ground,  than  that  the  name  of  the  sove- 
reign should  not  be  used  to  influence  the 
debate  in  titat  Hooscj  but  if  it  was  te 
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be  alleged  od  the  otber  band  ^hat  the  act 
of  the  sovereign  could  not  be  questioned 
in  that  House,  ahhoogh  acting,  as  must 
always  be  presumed,  by  the  advice  of 
responsible  advisers,  there  was  an  end 
of  all  freedmn  of  debate.  Had  he 
understood  any  improper  allusion  or  en- 

Siairy  to  have  been  made  by  his  noble 
riend,  he  should  have  thought  it  his  duty 
to  interrupt  him ;  but  his  noble  friend  haa 
taken  no  such  course.  He  had  said,  that 
be  only  looked  to  the  responsible  advisers 
of  the  crown,  and  in  so  doing  he  had  foU 
lowed  the  line  of  his  duty.  But  not  so  the 
pobie  lord  who  followed  him— he  saw  with 
pain  the  course  he  had  taken,  and  hoped 
that  he  would  have  pursued  a  more  par- 
liamentary line  of  argument ;  but  not  hav* 
ing  done  so,  he  thought  theiir  lordships 
could  not,  with  propriety,  admit  such  lan- 
guage to  be  made  use  of.  The  question 
before  their  lordships  was  one  which  was 
distinctly  in  the  cognizance  of  parliament, 
and  which  had  been  treated  of  by  parlia- 
ment in  the  best  of  times;  and  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  an  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  that  House  upon  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  existing  administration,  to 
act  beneficially  for  his  royal  highness  the 
IVince  Regent,  or  for  the  country  ;  but 
vpoa  the  principles  now  introduced  by  the 
noble  viscount,  what  was  done  by  the  so- 
vereign only  through  the  counsel  of  his 
responsible  advisers,  could  never  be  ar- 
raigned, nor  would  the  House  ever  have 
the  power  to  call  ministers  to  account  for 
their  proceedings.  The  noble  earl  (Liver- 
pool) had  complained  that  no  documents 
were  before  the  House  on  which  to  found 
a  motion  ;  but  it  was  not  necessary  that 
there  should.  He  did  not  understand  the 
nature  of  such  a  necessity.  The  notoriety 
of  the  letters,  and  the  general  complexion 
of  the  administration,  formed  a  sufficient 

E'oond  for  a  motion;  and  he  hoped  their 
rdships  would  proceed  uninterruptedly 
in  the  discussion,  on  the  sound  principles 
of  parliamentary  investigation. 

Lord  B»rmgaon  defied  any  noble  lord  in 
the  House  to  mention  a  single  word  which 
fell  from  him,  that  tended  m  the  remotest 
degree,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  impute 
the  slightest  possible  blame  to,  or  to  con- 
vey the  most  distant  refleotion  on  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  RegenL 

The  Lard  Chmcelhr,  long  as  he  had  sat 
in  that  Hoose,  never  felt  more  pain  than 
in  the  course  of  this  discussion ;  but  hoped 
that,  though  it  was  likely  be  might  trouble 
Aeir  kNrdabipa  •(&»>  they  would  i^Uqw 


him  to  implore  their  attention  for  a  few 
moments  upon  the  subject  of  order.  Whei^ 
by  the  indisposiiioi^  c^f  the  sovereign,  thf 
executive  authority  was  suspended,  thf 
estates  of  the  realm  had  invested  the 
Prince  Regent  with  the  power  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  the  state.  From  that  mo* 
ment,  he  should  have  thought,  that  the 
name  of  his  RoyalHighness  would  be  men- 
tioned in  that  House  with  the  same  respect 
as  that  of  his  royal  father.  But  when  on 
a  former  evening,  he  saw  a  noble  lor4 
stand  up  in  his  place,  with  a  newspaper  in 
his  handy  proceed  to  ask  questions  of  a  mir 
nister,  about  a  private  letter  written  by 
his  royal  master,  he  confessed  his  astonish- 
ment at  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  mp^^ 
novel  and  unprecedented  proceeding. 

The  Marquis  of  Dougla$  rose  to  call  thf 
noble  and  learned  lord  to  order.  The  oh^ 
servations  of  the  noble  and  learned  lor^ 
were  foreign  to  the  subject,  and  appeared 
more  like  a  speech  than  a  decision  on  a 
point  of  order.  If  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  meant  to  make  a  speech  on  the  que^ 
tion,  he  appealed  to  their  lordships  whep 
ther  he  was  entitled  to  proceed  at  present? 

The  Lord  Chancellor  resumed,  and  coi|* 
tended  that  he  was  referring  to  a  material 
question  of  order,  with  reference  to  thip 
debate.  He  again  reprobated  tl^e  produo- 
tion  of  a  newspaper  for  the  purpose  of  ask- 
ing, whether  an  article  in  it  was  a  letter 
from  the  Prince  Regent,  and  said,  that  if 
any  confidential  servant  ef  his  Royal 
Highness  had  given  an  answer  to  such  a 
question,  he  would  never  again  have  en'* 
tered  the  same  room  with  that  person  for 
the  purposes  of  confidential  advice. 

Lord  Holland  spoke  to  order,  and  ar« 
raigned  the  conduct  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  in  thus  referring  to  a  circooi" 
stance  which  had  taken  plifte  a  week  ago^ 
and  which  had  no  connection  with  the 
question  of  order.  It  was  at  the  same  time 
most  unconstiti|tional  to  attempt  to  influ* 
ence  the  debate  by  the  use  of  the  name  of 
the  Prince  Regent. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  he  had  been 
misunderstood,  and  begged  to  explain  hii 
meaning.  He  did  not  deny  that  any  peer 
in  that  House  had  a  right  to  make  any 
motion  he  thought  proper,  with  respect  to 
the  conduct  of  any  administration;  but 
what  he  meant  to  say  was  this,  that  he 
never  would  act  so  unbecoming  the  person 
placed  on  that  woolsack,  as  to  permit  such 
language  as  he  sometimes  heard-— for  he 
was  bold  to  assert,  in  the  face  of  ail  the 
nobla  Iprds  preient,  that  he  had  never  wit* 
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nessed  in  the  course  of  thirty  years  parlia- 
mentary experience,  any  thing  so  mon- 
strous and  disorderly  as  the  production  of 
a  newspaper  in  that  House.  [Here  his 
lordship  was  interrupted  by  loud  and  re- 
peated cries  of  Order !  ] 
.  The  Marquis  of  Lansdoxme  nercr  beard 
any  thing  so  disorderly  as  the  language 
made  use  of  by  the  noble  lord  on  the 
woolsack.  After  the  observations  of  the 
noble  mover,  he  did  not  expect  snrh  ani- 
madversions as  had  a  direct  reference  to  a 
subject  already  disposed  of.  It  was  the 
doty  of  every  noble  lord  to  insist  on  a 
Strict  adherence  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  repeated,  that  he 
should  always  object  to  any  observation 
being  made  in  that  House*  having  a  re- 
ference to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  which,  in  the  strict  course  of  par- 
liamentary proceed in'g,  ought  not  to  be 
applied  to  the  King  himself,  whose  repre- 
sentative he  was,  and  he  should  certainly 
always  protest  against  the  production  of  a 
newspaper,  or  part  of  a  newspaper  pasted 
on  any  other  paper,  into  that  House  in  the 
course  of  adebate-^(Criesof  Order,  order ! 
Hear,  hear !) 

Lord  Boringdon  repeated  his  statement, 
that  he  considered  the  act  of  the  Prince 
Regent  as  the  act  of  a  responsible  ad- 
▼iser# 

Viscount  Grirmton  was  anxious  to  be  un- 
derstood as  not  at  all  intending  to  bring 
the  person  of  the  Prince  Regent  into  the 
debate.  He  had  merely  conceived  the 
spirit  of  the  motion  to  turn  that  way,  and 
there  was  nothing  which  he  would  more 
deprecate.  The  Addres.s  proposed  by  the 
noble  lord  did  certainly  impute  blame  to 
the  ministers  of  the  Regent,  for  which 
there  appeared  not  to  be  the  slightest 
•foundation.  He  looked  to  their  proceed- 
ings^ which  must  be,  after  all,  the  great 
standard  of  their  qualifications  for  the  si- 
tuation which  they  held ;  and  he  must  ac* 
knowledge,  thait  for  men  so  incapable  as 
they  were  represented,  they  had  done 
some  very  peculiar  and  very  fortunate 
things.  His  Majesty's  arms  had  been 
eminently  successful  under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  present  ministers,  during  the 
time  that  the  Prince  Regent  had  been  at 
the  head  of  the  government.  During  that 
time  the  country  had  to  boast  the  con- 
quest of  the  islands  of  Mauritius  and  of  Java, 
the  total  expulsion  of  Massena  and  the 
French  from  Portugal,  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy  at  Tarifa,  and  lastly,  the  capture  of 
Ciodad  RodrigOt    Ministers,  under  whom 


the  arms  of  the  country  had  been  so  suc- 
cessful, ought  still  to  be  required  to  guide 
the  vessel  of  the  state*  He  did  not  con- 
ceive those  successes  to  be  the  effects  of 
chance,  but  of  the  energetic  policy  c(f  mi- 
nisters. He  believed  that  the  country  was 
of  the  same  opinion,  and  did  not  wish  for 
any  change  of  administration  at  present. 
Such  being  his  sentiments,  he  conceived 
that  an  Amendment  should  be  made  in  the 
Address  proposed,  viz.  to  leave  out  all  the 
words  after  the  words, "  His  Majesty's  in* 
disposition/'  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  following: 

"  That  we  beg  leave  to  express  our 
most  grateful  thanks  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  wisdom  and  pru* 
dence  with  which  he  has  exercised  in  his 
Majesty's  name,  and  on  his  Majesty's 
behalf,  the  royal  authority  in  these  realms. 
To  assure  his  Koyal  Highness  that  we  have 
observed  during  this  period  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  the  uniform  success 
that  has  attended  his  Majesty's  arms,  in  so 
many  and  such  important  operations ;  and 
the  beneficial  consequences  that  have  re- 
sulted from  the  aid  and  assistance  afforded 
by  his  Royal  Highness  to  our  allies. 
That  we  rely  with  the  utmost  confidence 
on  his  Royal  Highness's  constant  and 
earnest  endeavours  to  promote  by  every 
meand  in  his  power  the  honour  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country,  and  to  provide  ef- 
fectually for  its  security  and  prosperity.'* 

The  Earl  of  Damky  expressed  his  own 
and  the  country's  acknowledgments  to  the 
noble  lord  who  had  brought  this  import- 
ant subject  under  the  attention  of  the 
House.  In  expressing  his  decided  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  suggested,  he 
should  not  by  any  means  ^el  himself 
shackled  by  the  assertion,  that  it  was  dis- 
orderly to  allude  to  publications  in  the 
news-papers  of  the  day.  Any  peer  of  the 
realm  had  a  distinct  and  indisputable  right, 
even  without  the  statement  of  a  single 
ground,  but  the  notoriety  of  existing  facts, 
to  submit  any  proposition  he  deemed  expe* 
dient,  more  especially  at  this  most  critical 
period,  surrounded  as  the  nation  was  with 
dangers,  some  of  which  were  of  our  own 
creation.  He  would  not  detain  the  House 
by  impressing  upon  them  a  due  estimatioh 
of  the  talents  and  means  of  the  enemy 
with  whom  we  were  contending,  or  the 
near  prospect  of  a  war  with  the  United 
States,  into  which  we  were  about  to  be 
plunged  by  the  destructive  counsels  of  the 
present  ministers  of  the  Prince.  He 
would  not  dwall  upon  the  alarming  insor^ 
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rections  in  our  manufacturing  counties^ 
or  upon  the  scarcity  of  proyisions  by 
which  the  people  were  threatened.  They 
were  matters  of  minor  importance  com- 
pared with  that  subject  before  which  all 
others  sunk  into  insignificance*  he  meant 
the  Catholic  claims.  Here  we  saw  one- 
foorth  of  the  population  of  the  empire  in 
a  state  of  neutrality,  (to  say  the  lean  of  it) 
who  might  be  united  heart  and  hand 
against  the  common  enemy.  Under  such 
circumstances,  was  it  to  be  tolerated,  that 
a  noble  lord  should  be  interrogated  upon 
what  specific  foundation  he  rested  a  mo> 
tion  which  had  for  its  object  to  interpose 
a  shield  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
destruction  ?  The  noble  Tiscount  (Grim* 
ston)  had  violated  the  most  acknowledged 
principle  of  debate,  and  with  no  other 
view  than  improperly  to  influence  the 
discussion,  had  iutroduced  the  name  of 
the  sovereign  (for  the  Regent  to  all  in- 
tents was  no  less,)  telling  the  House  that 
it  was  in  opposition  to  his  wishes.  He 
did  not  intend  to  throw  any  imputation 
on  the  sacred  character  of  the  Regent, 
from  whom^  for  a  long  series  of  years,  he 
had  received  the  most  gracious  attention ; 
but  thus  much  he  would  assert,  that  who* 
ever  advised  his  Royal  Highness  to  sign 
the  letter  transmitted  intermediately  to  his 
noble  friends,  recommended  an  act,  the 
baneful  consequences  of  which  had  hither* 
to  been  very  partially  experienced.  The 
noble  viscount  had  entered  upon  a  very 
wide  head  of  argument,  but  had  anxiously 
avoided  the  most  dangerous  part  of 
bis  ground,  the  question  of  Catholic 
Emancipation,  for  he  well  knew  (and  in- 
deed who  did  not  know  ?)  that  the  person 
now  at  the  head  of  government  had  risen, 
had  stood,  and  had  expressed  bis  determi- 
nation to  stand,  upon  a  system  of  intoler- 
ance ;  and  that  those  who  acted  with  him 
must  be  guided  by  similar  views.  If 
then  the  welfare  of  the  nation  depended 
upon  concession  to  the  Catholics,  (which 
few  were  bold  enough  deliberately  to  deny,) 
was  not  this  a  sufficient  motive  for  acceding 
to  the  Address  proposed  ?  With  regard  to 
the  Letter  of  the  Prince  Regent,  it  was  im* 
possible  in  discussing  this  subject,  not  to 
advert  to  it.  He  wished  to  be  as  perfectly 
respectful  in  his  language  as  he  was  in  his 
feelings,  but  if  that  letter  meant  any  thing, 
it  meant  this— - 

Tbe  Earl  of  Liverpool  interrupted  the 
noble  lord  by  rising  to  speak  to  order. 
He  wished,  he  said,  to  prevent  the  noble 
tarl  from  making  farther  progreu  on  a 


subject  which  he  thought  was  generally  ad« 
milted  to  be  irregular.  The  letter  alluded 
to  was  not  a  document  before  the  House. 
If  it  were  an  act  of  state,  it  was  not  regu* 
larly  brought  before  the  House  so  as  to 
entitle  any  peer  to  comment  upon  it.  It 
merely  bore  upon  tbe  face  of  it  the  cha* 
racter  of  a  private  communication,  of 
which  no  notice  could  be  taken.  If  ii 
were  necessary  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord,  it  ought  to  have  been  moved  for  itk 
the  customary  mode. 

Lord  Hoiumd  said,  that  he  wished  the 
noble  earl  had  condescended  to  state  how 
such  an  allusion  was  disorderly,  or  what 
order  of  the  House  it  violated.  It  was 
very  easy  for  any  noble  lord  to  get  up 
and  say, "  this  is  not  in  order>orthat  is  not 
in  order,"  but  he  thought  it  was  necessary 
for  them  to  do  something  more,  and  shew 
what  order  of  the  ilouse  was  violated. 
That  it  was  disorderly  to  introduce  the 
name  of  the  sovereign  in  a  manner  to  in- 
fluence the  decision  of  the  House,  was  a 
thing  which  every  body  knew  ;  but  how 
it  was  disorderly  to  allude  to  any  paper* 
merely  because  it  was  not  a  document  al- 
ready before  the  House,  was  a  point  which 
he  wished  the  noble  earl  to  explain.  If 
he  meant  to  say,  that  any  of  the  standing 
Orders  of  the  House  was  violated  by  ao 
doing,  he  wished  that  he  would  have  that 
Order  fead  which  he  said  was  violated. 
As  to  the  noble  earl's  supposition,  that  it 
was  disorderly  for  a  noble  lord  in  his 
speech  to  allude  to  any  matter  of  general 
notoriety,  or  to  any  paper  that  was  not 
absolutely  made  a  document  by  having 
been  regularly  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House,  he  believed  that  such  an  idea  was 
perfectly  novel.  If  this  were  to  be  the 
case,  a  noble  lord  would  not  be  allowed  in 
future  even  to  make  a  quotation  from  the 
classic  authors.  If  he  were  to  attempt  it, 
he  would  be  immediately  called  to  order 
by  some  of  his  Majesty  s  ministers,  who 
would  exclaim,  *'  M^hat  do  we  know  of 
the  classics,  were  they  ever  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  V*  No  more  quotations 
must  ever  be  made  from  Virgil,  or  from 
Horace ;  or  the  noble  peer  who  ventured 
such  quotation  would  be  told,  thai  Virgil 
and  Horace  were  no  regular  documents,— 
that  they  were  not  state  papers,  and  that 
it  was  unparliamentary  to  quote  from 
them.  He  wished  that  the  noble  earl 
would  point  out  what  order  of  the  House 
had  been  violated  in  the  allusion  of 
which  he  complained. 

Lord  MuigroM  m»iiiUined|  tbat  the  ob* 
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jttctktn  of  hi&  noble  friend,  was  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  name  of  the  person  exer- 
ciftiiig  tbe  sovereign  authority.  The  other 
aide  of  the  House  assumed  a  great  deal  too 
much  when  they  asserted,  that  the  letter 
l^blished  had  been  signed  by  the  Regent, 
since  there  was  no  proof  of  the  fact ;   at 

C'esent  it  appeared  only  to  be  a  private 
tter,  which  had  been  published  in  the 
newspapers*  If  the  subject  were  pressed  he 
^ould  take  the  sense  of  idie  House  upon  it. 
Earl  Gra/  requested  that  the  noble  lord 
who  spoke  last,  if  he  really  meant  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  would  state  ac- 
curately and  cleai'ly  what  the  proposition 
was.  if  it  were  upon  the  point  whether 
or  not  the  name  of  the  Regent  should  be 
introduced  ipto  debate,  undoubtedly  he 
ahould  vote  with  the  noble  lord  without  a 
Moment's  hesitation ;  but  if  the  question 
were,  whether  the  letter  which  had  ap« 
peared  in  the  public  prints,  bearing  the 
signature  of  the  Regent  could  with  a  view 
lo  support  a  motion,  or  to  illustrate  an  ar- 
gument, be  quoted  in  debate,  he  should 
Tote  against  the  noble  lord  with  as  little 
hesitation.  The  objection  made  by  the 
moble  lords  opposite  was  differently  stated 
by  each  of  them ;  and  indeed  it  seemed  to 
aris#firom  an  utter  confusion  of  ideas  upon 
one  of  the  most  plain  and  simple  princi* 

Jles.  The  introduction  of  the  name  of  the 
legent,  and  the  reading  of  his  letter  were 
matters  totally  distinct,  excepting  in  the 
opinions  of  the  opposite  side  of  tfte  House. 
The  practice  of  every  day  shewed,  that 
bis  noble  friend  (lord  Darnley)  was  per- 
fectly in  order.  How  many  papers  were 
constantly  alluded  to  and  made  the  subject 
of  discussion  in  that  House,  which  never 
werci  and  some  of  which  never  could  be 
made  documents,  in  the  manner  which 
the  noble  earl  had  mentioned i  At  different 
times,  when  the  House  had  been  called 
upon  to  vote  their  thanks  to  lord  Welling- 
ton, (and  he  would  take  this  occasion  of 
saying,  that  he  believed  no  noble  lord  felt 
more  strongly  than  he  did,  the  great  merit 
of  that  gallant  and  most  distinguished  ge- 
neral,) how  frequently  did  ministers  them- 
selves detail  to  the  House  the  dispatches 
of  lord  Wellington,  which  were  certainly 
not  documents  in  the  sense  that  the  noble 
earl  now  wished  to  understand  the  papers 
that  were  to  be  alluded  to  in  debate ;  and 
yet,  had  any  objection  ever  been  made  to 
this  as  disorderly  and  unparliamentary  ? 
How  often  had  thjs  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees been  alluded  to  in  that  House,  and 
^een  the  principal  topic  in  long  disGus- 


sions;  and  yet  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de* 
crees  never  were,  and  indeed  could  not 
have  been  laid  on  the  table  of  that  House, 
so  as  to  make  them  such  documents  as  the 
noble  earl  required.  But  this  was  said  to 
be  A  private  letter.  What  then  ?  Did  the 
noble  earl  mean  to  say,  that  even  a  private 
letter,  if  it  were  a  matter  of  general  noto* 
fiety,  and  of  great  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic, could  not  be  alluded  to  in  that  House? 
Supposing  that  the  motion  had  been  dif. 
fcrent,  and  that,  instead  of  the  Address 
which  his  noble  friend  had  moved,  his  mo- 
tion had  been  for  the  production  of  this 
letter,  could  it  be  contended  for,  on  any 
principle  of  common  sense,  that  it  was  un- 
parliamentary to  state  the  substance  of  ^ 
letter,  the  production  pf  which  any  nobla 
lord  thought  proper  to  move  for  ?  If  the 
noble  lord  really  wished  to  take  the  opi- 
nion of  the  House  on  this  point  of  order, 
he  hoped  that  he  would  put  it  in  son^e 
shape  in  which  it  might  be  discussed. 

Lord  Mulgrave  said,  that  he  well  re- 
membered the  proceedings  of  1807,  the 
effect  of  which  seemed  calculated  to  throw 
a  scandal  on  the  sovereign  himself.  The 
question  then  was,  whether  a  certain 
pledge  required  from  ministers  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, was  constitutional  or  unconstitu- 
tional ?  The  recurrence  of  that  scandal  he 
would  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  prevent. 
The  course  he  should  pursue,  if  the  subject 
were  pressed  to  a  vote,  would  be  first  to 
have  it  decided  whether  the  name  of  the 
Regent  should  be  introduced  into  a  discus- 
sion. Upon  this  there  could  be  no  dis- 
pute, and  the  next  enquiry  would  be,  whe- 
ther it  were  regular  to  read  in  debate  a 
letter  from  a  newspapfr  with  the  Hignature 
of  the  Regent  (which  might  be  a  forgery,) 
and  upon  which  it  had  not  been  ascer- 
tained whether  ministers  had  given  any 
advice  to  the  personage  whose  name  it 
purported  to  bear. 

Earl  Grof  remarked,  that  the  precedent 
of  1 807,  just  cited,  was  a  most  unfortunate 
one  for  the  noble  lord,  inasmuch  as  in  that 
case  had  been  done  exactly  what  the  noble 
lord  was  this  night  contending  against.  If, 
indeed,  the  noble  lord  meant  to  say,  that 
the  publication  of  cabinet  ministers  was  a 
scandal,  it  would  be  for  the  friends  of  tho 
noble  lord  to  justify  their  conduct  in  this 
instance. 

The  Earl  of  Dam2^  resumed,  and  main- 
tained that  if  he  so  pleased  he  could,  with 
perfect  regularity,  read  not  only  a  part, 
but  the  whole  of  the  newspaper  to  the 
House.    He  was  not  surprised  at  the  fro^ 
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qtient  intemiptioni  that  had  occurred, 
fince  it  was  obTioutly  the  design  of  minis- 
term,  if  possible,  by  a  side  wind,  to  dispose 
of  this  question.  God  forbid  that  he  should 
deny  the  soand  principle  of  the  constita- 
tion,  that  the  crown  could  do  no  wrong  ; 
bat  if  the  letter  were  signed  by  the  Re- 
gent, some  person  or  other  was  answerable 
for  its  contents.  Whatever  exaltation 
might  be  shewn  by  ministers,  at  their  ma- 
jorities in  either  House  of  Parliament^ 
they  knew  that  their  existence  depended 
upon  a  breath— upon  advisers  not  avowed, 
ft  rested  upon  persons  not  officially  known 
to  the  House  ;  upon  persons  who,  for 
their  own  selfish  objects,  would  poison  the 
royal  ear,  and  who,  if  allowed  to  remain, 
would  prove  the  destruction  either  of  the 
Prince  or  of  the  country.  If  the  Regent 
bad  been  advised  by  such  persons  (as 
there  was  little  doubt  he  had),  he  trusted 
that  the  warning  now  given  would  not  be 
anavailing.  The  only  construction  he 
could  put  upon  the  letter  was,  that  the 
Prince  Regent  had  been  advised  by  some- 
body or  other  to  continue  under  him  the 
same  ministers  who  had  acted  under  his 
royal  father.  What  did  this  imply  ?— 
Bntruction  to  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics — 
Destruction  to  the  country.  As  to  the 
answer  returned  by  his  noble  friends,  it 
had  been  certainly  misunderstood ;  for 
nothing  was  more  unfounded  than  to  say, 
that  they  there  expressed  a  determination 
te  form  an  administration  of  themselves 
and  their  particular  friends  exclusively. 
He  could  not  help  wishing,  however,  that 
they  had  guarded  themselves  with  more 
precision  against  a  misrepresentation 
which  had  been  generally  circulated,  viz. 
that  if  they  came  into  office,  they  would 
abandon  the  interests  of  our  allies  on  the 
peninsula.  Whatever  doubt  might  have 
been  originally  entertained  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  engaging  our  armies  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  now  we  had  gone  so  far,  it 
was  impossible  that  Great  Britain  could 
with  honour  recede.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  re-asserting  his  right  to  allude 
to,  and  to  quote  from,  the  letter  of  the  Re- 
gent, as  published  in  the  daily  prints. 

Lord  Mnuntjoy  could  contemplate  the 
Address  of  the  noble  lord  in  no  other  light, 
than  as  an  attempt  to  exclude  the  present 
Servants  of  the  Regent  from  the  offices 
they  held  so  much  to  the  advantage  and 
satisfaction  of  the  country.  In  the  letter 
of  the  Regent,  a  sincere  desire  was  ex- 
pressed to  procure  a  union  of  all  parties  ; 
Dot  the  gracious  offer  wis  peremptorily 


refused,  and  there  appeared  to  be -ao  open* 
ing  left  for  the  formation  of  an  administm« 
tion  on  a  broad  and  liberal  basis.  As  tb« 
motion  suggested  was  founded  on  an  in* 
strument  that  could  not  be  properly  dis- 
cussed, and  as  the  amendment  suggested 
was  only  intended  to  negative  the  propo* 
sition,  he  should  give  the  latter  his  sop« 
port,  although  there  were  parts  of  thai 
amendment  to  which  he  certainly  objectedi 

Lord  Enkme  said,  that  if  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House  were  dispassionately  coa^ 
sidered,  it  was  impossible  that  any  diffi- 
culty or  breach  of  order  could  attend  the 
discussion.  Although  ministers,  upon  a 
former  day,  had  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  authenticity  of  the  Letter  in  question^ 
the  noble  earl  behind  him  had  acknow* 
ledged  having  received  it,  and  had  ad- 
mitted the  authenticity  of  the  answer,  a$ 
printed  in  every  newspaper  of  the  day, 
which  he  had  sent  to  the  Letter  so  re- 
ceived by  him.  It  was,  therefore,  trifling 
with  the  subject  to  deny  the  fact,  and  ab- 
surd in  the  extreme  to  connect  the  com^ 
ment  on  it  with  any  breach  of  rule  and 
order.  It  must  be  taken  by  the  House  to 
be  the  Letter  of  the  Prince's  responsible 
advisers,  and,  in  fact.  It  bore  the  intriosie 
mark  of  having  proceeded  from  f hem.— «>: 
It  was  the  acknowledgment  of  their  weak- 
ness to  stand  alone,  and  the  use  of  th^ 
Prince's  authority  to  strengthen  them 
whilst  they  stood  on  the  vantage  ground 
of  office.  But  giving  the  Letter  the  most 
liberal  interpretation,  it  was  an  invitation 
to  lords  Grenville  and  Grey  to  unite  with 
them  in  forming  an  administration. 

On  the  subject  of  order,  he  was  sure  fcfo 
should  not  be  interrupted  by  the  noble 
lord  on  the  woolsack  for  saying  how  happy 
he  should  have  been,  and  ever  should  be, 
to  manifest  his  attachment  to  the  Prince, 
as  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  frequently 
with  great  feeling  expressed  his  attach- 
ment to  the  King.  Lord  Erskine  said,  be 
stood  in  a  relation  to  the  Prince  which  bth 
longed  to  few  others  in  the  House.  H« 
had  been  in  his  service  for  thirty  years^ 
and  had  received  many  marks  of  kindnerfi 
and  confidence  from  his  Royal  Highnesia 
and  as  he  considered  steadiness  in  friend- 
ship and  attachment  to  be  the  source  ef 
all  honour  and  usefulness,  public  and  pri- 
vate, he  was  anxioos  to  explain  why  it 
was  not  in  his  power,  consistently  with  tba 
attachment  he  must  ever  retain  for  tli^ 
Prince,  nor  with  his  duty  to  his  country, 
to  give  the  smallest  support  to  the  present 
I  administration. 
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The  Letter  pointed  to  an  union  wiih 
those  DOW  in  office,  whilst  they  difFered  in 
*all  the  points  which  vitally  affected  the 
state.  Now,  notwithstanding  all  that  had 
been  said  and  written  against  coalitions, 
no  such  union  had  ^yer  taken  place  as  had 
lately  been  rejected.  The  union  between 
Mr.  Fox  and  lord  North  was  of  an  entirely 
different  character.  The  grand  political 
difference  between  these  siatesmen,  and 
their  supporters  in  Parliament,  was  on  the 
subject  of  America,  before  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  fatal  war  of  separation. 
Mr.  Fox  contended  for  a  system  of  conci- 
liation— Lord  North  for  a  system  of  coer- 
cion. And  surel}^  it  was  a  dreadful  consi- 
deration, that  Mr.  Burke's  immortal  ora- 
tions were  made  to  empty  benches ;  and 
great  majorities  of  both  Houses  then  voted 
propositions,  which  a  man  would  now  be 
consigned  to  Bedlam  for  supporting. 
Whilst  such  a  difference  prevailed,  would 
it  have  been  possible  to  have  formed  a 
union  between  lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  ? 
—No  :  it  never  was  even  proposed  until 
the  administration  was  dissolved,  and 
it  was  not  until  the  act  of  American 
independence,  when  every  question  con- 
cerning our  policy  towards  that  oountry 
was  at  an  end,  that  the  union  took  place. 
Mr.  Fox  then  thought  that  he  owed  it  to 
the  country  to  use  the  only  means  which 
were  then  practicable  to  give  effect  and 
influence  to  his  principles  and  opinions — 
but  this  union  produced  great  jealousy  and 
suspicion  in  the  minds  of  many,  and  that 
impression  on  the  public  mind  ought  to 
inspire  the  greatest  caution  in  public  men 
on  the  subject  of  such  unions.  No  united 
government  could  become  strong,  however 
pure  and  upright  the  principle  of  union,  if 
suspected  by  the  people.  Without  public 
confidence,  no  government  could  serve  the 
country  with  advantage. 

The  union  with  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  Gren- 
ville,  which  formed  the  late  administra- 
tion, was  of  the  same  character.  It  was 
•utterly  impracticable,  and  never  thought 
of  whilst  the  war  waging  with  revolu- 
tionary France  was  on  foot.  How  could 
a  cabinet  have  been  formed  if  one  half 

• 

had  been  deprecating  the  war  with 
'.France,  and  the  other  half  inflaming  the 
contest;  if  one  half  had  been  passing  se- 
^yere  laws  to  repress  sedition,  whilst  the 
rOther  half  were  for  repressing  it  by  giving 
.to  the  people  full  contentment,  bv  the 
blessings  of  our  free  constitution  ?  All 
these  diiferences  were  at  an  end  before  the 
union  took  place  which  formed  the  late 


administration — France  had  become  a  gi- 
gantic monarchy  aiming  at  universal  do- 
minion, and  no  difference  could  exist  any 
longer  upon  the  principles  which  ought  to 
govern  propositions  of  peace,  and  accord- 
ingly no  cabinet  was  ever  more  united  on 
that  and  all  other  subjects.  But  if  a  cabi- 
net were  now  to  be  formed  by  the  pro- 
posed union,  like  plus  and  minus  in  equa- 
tions, they  would  destroy  one  another— 
one  half  determined  upon  a  perpetual  ex- 
clusion of  the  Catholics,  the  other  half 
convinced  that  to  refuse  their  claims  was 
to  dissolve  the  empire.  On  the  subject 
of  America  one  half  resolved  to  keep  up 
the  Orders  in  Council,  the  other  half  con- 
vinced that,  putting  the  objections  of 
America  out  of  the  question,  their  conti- 
nuance was  ruinous  to  our  commerce  and 
manufactures.  Who  was  right  or  wrong 
on  these  subjects  was  nothing,  whilst  dif- 
ferences so  irreconcilable  and  so  vital  in 
their  consequences  existed. 

The  noble  lord  said,  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  had  the  most  decided  opinion  on 
both  these  differences.  He  thought  that 
the  state  was  unsafe  whilst  so  vast  a  por- 
tion of  the  empire  as  the  Irish  Catholics 
were  discontented,  and  the  church  not  safe 
whilst  disabilities  on  the  score  of  religion 
increased  the  multitude,  and  afiected  tha 
temper  of  those  who  dissented  from  th« 
establishment. 

He  always  reprobated  popery»  but  its 
period  was  come,  and  even  with  regard  to 
the  Catholic  religion,  the  question  was 
not,  whether  it  was  to  be  encouraged,  but 
how  we  were  to  deal  with  four  millions  of 
subjects  professing  it.  The  question,  a^ 
Mr.  Burke  well  expressed  it  on  a  diffe- 
rent subject,  was,  not  whether  the  thing 
deserved  praise  or  blame  ?  What,  in  the 
name  of  God,  were  we  to  do  with  it? 
Could  we  man  or  victual  our  fleets  with* 
out  Ireland  ?  Could  we,  in  short,  be  a  na- 
tion, if  a  separation  were  the  consequence 
of  our  obstmate  refusal  to  consider  these 
Petitions  ?  Lord  £•  said  he  considered  it 
to  be  tyranny  to  keep  up  those  distinc- 
tions, when  the  cause  of  enacting  thcni 
was  at  an  end. — The  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, on  the  debate  upon  the  Petition 
of  the  dilssenters,  had  given  more  advan- 
tage jLo  the  church  than  it  had  ever  re- 
ceived from  any  prelate  since  these  laws 
existed.-— After  supporting,  as  became 
him,  the  establishment  of  the  church,  ho 
said,  that  the  Bible  was  not  the  gift  of  Go(i|. 
to  a  nation  for  the  exposition  of  a  ffoverh- 
menti  but  the  universal  gift  of  God  to  bii 


(!»] 


wjpecfftg  «i  ^eiau  Jdministratian. 


Mabch  I9>  1812. 


[66 


creatures  for  their  consolation  and  happi- 
ness, to  be  const  rued,  by  ererv  indiTidualy 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  under* 
standing  and  conscience.— How  then  coold 
disabilities  be  maintained  because  the  Ca- 
tholics construed  the  Bible,  however  erro- 
neously, according  to  their  consciences, 
and  as  .their  fathers  for  ages  had  con* 
stroed  them  ?  But  it  was  said  that  penal- 
ties had  ceased,  and  that  full  rights  were 
only  not  conceded ;  but  that  was  a  pal  pa* 
ble  fallacy.  All  subjects  had  equal  rights, 
unless  disabled  by  dangerous  misconduct ; 
and  therefore  to  refuse  full  rights  to  the 
Catholics,  was  disabling  them  only  for 
enjoying  this  admitted  gift  of  God  to  his 
creatures,  and  was  tyranny,  when  the 
danger  which  suggested  the  system  was 
at  an  end. 

He  was  fiar  from  condemning  the  laws 
regarding'  the  Catholics  in  their  origin — 
Had  he  lived  in  former  days,  he  must  as  a 
Protestant  have  sanctioned  them,  if  they 
were  necessary  fur  the  security,  perhaps 
for  the  Tery  existence  of  a  Protestant  es- 
tablishment, and  they  might  have  been 
80 ;  bat  we  had  long  since  decided,  that 
penal  laws  in  restraint  of  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion were  no  longer  necessary,  since  we 
had  repealed  all  of  them.    But  still,  un- 
doubtedly,   another    great    question    re- 
mained   after    full    toleration  had   fa^een 
granted ;  viz.  Whether  Catholics  should  be 
excluded  from  the  establishment?    Reli- 
gioos  toleration  was  one  thing,  and  civil 
establishment  another;    and  there  might 
be  very  honest  differences  amongst  the 
most  enlightened  men  on  such  a  subject 
But  this  question  also  we  had  already  de- 
cided, by  consenting  to  their  being  esta- 
blished.    They  were  already  by  consent 
of  parliament  members  of  the  civil  state— 
They  could  be  grand,  and  petty  jurors ; 
they   could   be    corporators  and  magis- 
trates ;  they  could  be  barristers  and  attor- 
nies,  and  officers  in  the  army  and  navy, 
and  even  the  elective  franchise  was  con- 
ceded ;    they  being  excluded  only  from 
some  of  the  highest  offices  civil  and  mili- 
tary, and  from  seats  in  parliament ;   By 
these   concessions  we  had  unquestionably 
given  judgment  against  the  objections  now 
urged.     The  boundary  between  toleration 
and   establishment  had  been  completely 
broken  down  and  obliterated ;  establish- 
ment was  an  entire  thing;  and  there  was 
no  longer  any  principle  of  exclusion  re- 
maining.    Before  the  Union  he  admitted 
that  there  was  a  solid  objection  against 
their  sitting  in  parliament,  but  for  that 
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very  reason,  devoted  as  he  had  always 
been  to  Mr.  Fox,  he  never  would  votft 
against  it,  as  he  thought  it  removed  tha 
only  bar  to  a  complete  system  of  harmony 
between  the  two  countries.    With  regara 
to  America,  the  difference  was  not  lest 
vital — Our  policy  regarding  her  ought  t6 
Be  distantly  prospective :  We  should  look 
to  her  at  the  distance  of  fifty  years,  ot 
even  of  a  century  hence;  the  policy  of  in* 
dividuals  from  our  frail  condition  was  very 
bounded  ;  the  laws  would  not  even  allow 
us  to  contemplate  beyond  a  generatiori^ 
but  nations  were  immortal,  and  their  go* 
vemments  should  look  far  before  them* 
He  had   always  thought,  that  the  onljr 
danger  which  could  possibly  assail  Eng- 
land was,  in  the  extreme  difhculty  of  keep* 
ing  this  mutable  world  in  its  present  state* 
so  as  to  leave  this  island  at  the  top*  of  tha 
wheel— Our  whole  policy  therefore  should 
be  directed  to  keep  her  so ;  whereas  our 
ministers  had  taken  a  directly  contrary 
course.    They  had  rapidly  changed,  and 
were  still  changing  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  bringing  up  rival  nations  in  hot-beds, 
ages  before  their  periods  of  maturity,  to 
weigh  in  the  scale  of  manufactures  and 
arts  against  us. — Surely,  instead  of  quar^ 
relling  with  America  as  we  had  formerly 
fatally  done  for  two-pence  upon  tea,  in- 
stead of  a  paper  system  of  odious  and  im- 
practicable monopoly,  we  ought  to  encou- 
rage by  all  possible  means  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  States ;  we  ought  to  rejoice 
to  see  her  rapid  population  keeping  our 
looms  constantly  at  work,  not  only  to  clothe 
her  encreasing  numbers,  but  through  the 
most  obvious  communications  spnngin^ 
out  of  a  connection  so  natural,  to  spread 
our  manufactures  over    the  whole    new 
world.     Had  our  ministers  looked  besides 
to  the  interruption  of  our  commerce  even 
with  our  own  settlements  in  the  event  of 
war  with  the  United  States?   He  had  been 
stationed  in  the  American  seas,  and  knew 
the  difficulty  of  our  only  path  to  Europe 
in  heavy  laden  ships,  if  North  America  was 
a  hostile  coa«t.     But  nevertheless,  the  most 
positive  declamation  had  been  lately  an- 
nounced by  government,  of  persevenng  in 
a  system  which  he  (lord  £.)  had  over 
and  over  again  reprobated ;   particularly 
when  be  submitted*  to  their  lordships  reso- 
lutions against  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  not 
only  inconsistent  with  sound  policy,  but  as 
manifestly  contrary  to  public  law;   and 
one  might  as  well  therefore  invite  a  fish  to, 
come  out  of  the  channel  and  to  roost  with 
rooks  upon  an  ehn  tree,  as  to  ask  him  to 
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support  such  a  system  and  its  authors.-— 
He  meant  no  personal  disrespect  to  the 
noble  lords  opposite,  or  to  their  other 
colleagues,  as  his  own  conduct  had  always 
been  the  result  of  his  opinions,  he  was 
ready  to  give  them  equal  credit  for  since- 
rity ;  but  good  intention  was  nothing, 
when  the  interests  of  our  country  were 
fatally  misunderstood.  The  noble  lord 
said,  he  deeply  lamented  the  present  in- 
auspicious state  of  things ;  but  as  there  was 
no  unmixed  good  in  human  affairs,  so  nei- 
ther was  there  evil  unmixed  with  good, 
and  great  advantage  might  spring  out  of 
the  present  conjuncture.  It  would  furnish 
an  unanswerable,  and  he  hoped  a  final  re- 
futation, of  one  of  the  falsest  and  most 
dangerous  opinions  which  could  be  propa- 
gated amongst  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people,  viz.  that  these  superiors  were  all 
alike—- all  equally  corrupt-^i-all  looking 
only  to  office  by  the  sacrifice  of  all  prin- 
ciple.— Upon  the  present  occasion  not  one 
public  man  had  abandoned  his  pledges  to 
the  country,  by  departing  from  opinions  ' 
delivered  in  parliament,  and  the  public 
therefore  ought  to  be  convinced,  that  what 
was  too  frequently  and  invidiously  stigma- 
tised as  party,  might  be  better  described  as 
an  honourable  and  useful  union  of  men  of 
great  talents,  and  great  fortunes,  and  in- 
fluence, esteeming  one  another  in  private 
life,  and  publicly  pledged  to  their  country 
and  each  other  by  similar  principles  of 
ffovernment. — He  was  persuaded  that  a 
firm  phalanx  of  sucli^,  men  who  bad  ac- 
quired public  estimation,  and  who  could 
only  hope  to  preserve  it  by  attending  to 
the  interests  of  the  people,  was  one  of  the 
greatest  securities  of  toe  British  constitu- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  had  really  hoped 
that  the  noble  mover  would  have  with- 
drawn his  address  immediately  upon 
hearing  the  speech  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  who  had  just  sat  down ;  since 
the  House  were  now  told,  that  to  form  a 
broad  and  united  administration  was  quite 
impossible  at  present.  Had  they  not 
heard  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord, 
that  there  was  no  way  of  forming  an  admi- 
nistration which  could  include  the  present 
opposition,  except  by  sweeping  away  the 
present  administration,  and  that  it  was  as 
impossible  for  him  to  coalesce  with  the 
existing  ministry,  as  for  a  fish  to  come  out 
of  the  channel  and  live  on  dry  land  ? 
Upon  what  did  the  noble  lord  ground  his 
potion  ? — He  stated  the  situation  of  the 
f^untry  to  be  now  bopelen— and  why  ? 


Because  it  was  reported  that  in  another 
House,  a  certain  member  of  the  ad  minis* 
tration  wished  that  the  college  of  May- 
nooth  had  never  existed.     Could  any  thing 
be  more  futile  than  this  statement  ?    The 
next  ground  was  the  notice  which  had 
been  given  by  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his 
in  another  place,  of  a  call  of  the  House, 
when  the  Catholic  petition  was  to  be  pre* 
sented  to  the  House  of  Commons.— Was 
this  unprecedented   or  extraordinary  .^-^ 
Was  it  not  important  that  a  question  of 
such  acknowledged  magnitude  should  be 
considered  in  as  full  a  House  as  possible  ? 
And  as  to  the  discourses  of  this  or  that 
clergyman  on  the  subject  of  Popery,  oq 
which  the  noble  lord  laid  so  much  stress, 
as  indicating  a  wish  to  raise  an  outcry  on 
the  subject,    there    was  surely   nothing 
novel  in  that ;   as  ever  since  the  reformat 
tion,  the  clergy  had  been  in  the  constant 
practice  of  discussing  such  topics.     Then 
came  the  state  of  the  press.     Was  that  a 
reason  that  the  noble  lords  should  adopt 
such  an  Address  aa  the  present?    When 
was  there  a  period  in  this  country  that 
abuses  of  the  press  did  not  exist?    He 
never  recollected   a  period   when  much 
abuse  was  not  conveyed  through  the  me« 
dium  of  the  press  against  those  in  high 
stations.     Was  it  because  the  press  was 
audacious  enough  to  bid  defiance  to  all 
decency  that  the  Prince  Regent  should  be 
called  upon  to  change  his  ministers?  If  it 
was  true  that  a  part  of  the  press  was  so  au- 
dacious, he  was  afraid  there  was  but  one 
way  of  putting  a  stop  to  it,  and  thai  was 
to  bring  in  the  party  to  power  with  which 
that  press  was  connected,  and  then  no 
doubt  it  would  be  silenced.    Such  a  strong 
measure  as  that  proposed,  had  never  been 
resorted  to  but  on  extraordinary  emergen* 
cies.     When  such  a  measure  was  had  re- 
course to  in  1783;  and  in  1784,  the  occa- 
sions seemed  to  call  for  it:    but  in  the 
present  instance,    the   secession  of  one 
member   of  the   administration  was  the 
only  plausible  reason  given  for  its  adop- 
tion.    As  to  the  arguments  adduced  in 
support  of  the  Address  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  (Erskine),  he  would  not  at- 
tempt to  follow  him  thf ough  them ;    but 
he  would  ask  that  noble  and  learned  lord 
if  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Catholic  claims 
when  he  was  in  the  cabinet  ?    It  was  now 
counted    tyramiy  to  resist  the  Catholic 
claims.    If  any  noble  member  thought  so, 
he  was  certainly  right  in  always  agitating 
that  question.    But  if  it  was  tyranny  not 
to  do  away  the  disabilities  under  whicb 
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Cttlholics  laboured,  eTery  other  system  of 
disability  was  also  tyranny ;  and  it  was 
cfoite  tyrannical  to  require  a  member  of  the 
HoQse  of  Commons  to  be  oblieed  to  submit 
to  the  law  of  qualification.  He  defied  the 
noble  lords  to  say,  that  the  administration 
did  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  If  it  was  indeed  so  notoriously 
criminal,  and  so  completely  unfit  for  car- 
rying on  the  affairs  of  the  country  with 
snccesa«  as  was  so  decidedly  asserted  by 
the  noble  lords  opposite,  then  it  would  be 
rigbt  to  address  the  Prince  Regent  for  its 
dismissal ;  but  as  the  contrary  was  e?i- 
dently  the  fact,  there  was  no  possible  pre- 
text for  the  motion. 

Lord  Enkme  in  explanation  said,  that 
he  considered  a  real  change  of  opinions  as 
no  accusation,  but  he  had  not  changed  his 
opinions — he  would  have  approved  of  all 
that  had  been  proposed  by  the  late  cabi- 
net, and  much  more  than  from  circum- 
stances they  could  venture  to  propose,  had 
be  not  thought  that  fi*om  the  prejudices  of 
the  King  it  would  dissolve  the  administra- 
tion.  (Hear,  hear,  hear,  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House  !)  Lord  £.  said  he  was  glad 
to  be  so  cheered,  he  had  laid  the  trap  for 
it,  as  it  marked  most  strikingly  how  gene- 
ral a  sensation  it  was,  indiscriminately  to 
impute  to  public  men  the  love  of  office  and 
station  as  the  ruling  principle  of  their  con- 
duct, which  furnished  a  sound,  but  thank 
God,  at  present  an  unnecessary  caution 
against  being  too  eager  in  forming  admi- 
nistrations, and  placed  the  conduct  of  his 
two  noble  friends  in  the  very  light  in 
which  he  wished  it  to  be  viewed. 

The  Lord  ChanccUor,  in  allusion  to  what 
bad  just  fallen  from  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  begged  leave  to  remind  him,  that 
in  the  year  or  two  subsequent  to  1807,  the 
same  obstacle  continued  to  exist;  and 
yet  he  voted  in  those  years  for  emancipa- 
tion. He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  had  acted  wrong 
in  so  voting,  if  he,  from  conviction,  had 
changed  his  mind.  If  he  himself  could  be 
satisfied  that  the  opinions  he  now  held 
were  weak  and  foolish  opinions,  he  should 
act  as  his  noble  and  learned  friend  did  ; 
but  then  he  must  be  convinced,  before  he 
could  change  his  opinions,  thai  the  system 
of  conduct  adopted  in  this  country  since 
the  Revolution,  and  the  principles  on 
which  the  Revolution  was  founded,  were 
erroneous*  If  Catholic  emancipation  could 
be  proved  to  him  to  be  for  the  general 
benefit  of  the  state,  then  it  should  have  his 
vote ;  but  at  present  he  saw  nothing  but 


danger  in  concession.  It  was  on  this 
ground  that  his  resistance  to  an  extension 
of  privileges  and  power  to  the  Catholics 
rested  ;  and,  indeed,  he  was  ready  to  con« 
fess,  that  whoever  resisted  it  on  any  other 
grounds,  must  be  an  object  of  detestation. 
The  noble  lord  who  introduced  the  motion 
took  great  pains  to  persuade  the  House 
that  it  arose  solely  from  bis  own  individual 
impulse;  who  doubted  that?  The  noble 
lord  might  have  given  himself  very  little 
trouble  on  that  point;  it  was  of  much 
more  importance  to  consider  what  was  his 
proposition.  He  wished  it  might  be  read, 
that  the  contrast  between  its  complimen« 
tary  professions,  and  the  wish  by  which  it 
concluded,  might  be  fully  apparent  to  the 
House.  It  began  by  using  the  most  flat- 
tering  language  towards  the  Frince  Re* 
gent  He  was  told  in  the  beginning  of  it 
of  his  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  all  his 
other  good  qualities  and  qualifications, 
and  then  it  quarrelled  with  the  only  act 
which  the  Prince  Regent  had  done  since 
the  cessatiun  of  the  restrictions.  The 
noble  lord  proposed,  certainly,  a  mosi 
desirable  object;  that  was  the  formation 
of  an  administration  calculated  to  conci* 
liate  all  his  Majesty's  subjects.  Who  dis* 
agreed  with  the  noble  lord  on  that  point  ? 
But  he  also  stated  that  such  an  object  was 
impossible  of  attainment  from  the  known 
principles  of  the  present  administration. 
He  wished  for  a  broad-bottomed  adminis- 
tration, which,  by  the  bye,  was  in  general 
the  most  mischievous  of  all  administrations. 
(A  laugh.)  He  would  assure  the  noble 
lords  who  seemed  to  feel  this  allusion,  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  speak  ill-naturedly  of 
them.  Some  how  or  other  they  had  been 
for  a  long  time  out  of  humour  with  him  ; 
he  was  sorry  for  it,  for  he  really  wished 
them  every  happiness,  and  if  he  knew  of 
any  means  whereby  he  could  promote 
their  comfort,  he  would  be  always  ready 
to  use  them.  But  to  return ;  the  noble 
lord  proposed  a  broad -bottomed — a  more 
extended  administration :  what  did  this 
mean,  after  he  had  stated  that  the  members 
of  the  present  administration  were,  from 
principle,  so  obnoxious  to  the  formation 
of  an^Lsnch  administration  ?  How  would 
the  noble  lord  extend  the  administration, 
if  he  himself  and  all  his  colleaguesi  were 
to  be  excluded?  As  to  the  opitiion  in 
which  the  present  administration  was  held 
by  the  public,  he  believed  that  the  people 
of  this  good-natured  country  were  weak 
and  foolish  enough  to  sanction  it  by  their 
confidence.     Oood-natorcd  people  were 
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always  weak.  But  let  the  cause  be  what  it 
might,  it  80  happened,  that  the  confidence 
of  the  country  was  possessed  by  the  admi- 
nistration ;  and  that  was  certainly  no  very 
great  reason  for  addressing  the  Prince 
Kegent  to  change  it.  If  the  Prince  Re- 
gent had  any  power  at  all  inherent  in  him- 
self, it  was  that  of  choosing  his  servants. 
What  he  said  in  1807  he  would  now  re- 
peat, and  that  was,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand what  advisers  the  sovereign  could 
be  supposed  constitutionally  to  have  in 
the  act  of  choosing  an  sid ministration. 
Afler  an  administration  was  chosen,  then, 
indeed,  there  existed  responsible  advisers; 
but  antecedent  to  that  he  did  not  know 
HFhere  to  look  for  them.  How  this  rea* 
aoning  applied  to  one  of  the  letters,  he 
would  leave  it  to  the  noble  lords  to 
judge.  The  particular  mention  of  that 
letter,  he  considered  disordeMy,  not- 
withstanding what  had  been  said  to  the 
contrary.  It  was  arsued,  that  there  was 
no  particular  standing  order  against 
which  the  mention  of  it  militated,  and  his 
noble  friend  was  called  upon  to  pro- 
duce such  an  order.  He  would  say  in 
reply,  that  there  existed  no  standing  order 
by  which  it  was  considered  unparliamen- 
tary to  use  the  king's  name  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  the  debates  of  the 
House  ;  and  yet  who  was  there  that  would 
contend  ihat  the  latter  was  not  unparlia- 
mentary? If  the  proposed  Address 
should  be  adopted,  then  parliament  would 
be,  in  fact,  doing  all  it  could  to  destroy 
responsibility.  It  would  be  trenching  on 
one  of  the  dearest  prerogatives  of  t|ie 
crown ;  it  would  be  attempting  nothing 
less  than  to  appoint  the  ministry  itself: 
and  besides,  its  conduct  would  be  the  more 
glaringly  unconstitutional,  because  it 
brought  forward  not  one  act  by  which  its 
dissatisfaction  at  the  existence  of  the  present 
administration  was  marked.  It  was  said  in- 
deed, that  the  present  administration  was 
averse  to  the  consideration  of  the  Catholic 
petition.  A^ain  he  would  repeat  what  he. 
nad  said  so  otten,  that  the  basis  of  his  opi- 
nions was  the  principle  of  the  revolution. 
The  chief  principle  of  that  revolution  was 
civil  freedom  engrafted  on  religious  free- 
dom, on  liberal  and  extensive  toleration;  but 
at  the  same  time,  all  conected  with  a  view 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Protestant  na- 
tional church,  and  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion. Every  thing  was  then  done  consis- 
tent with  these  objects ;  and  now  we  were 
asked  to  depart  from  the  establishments 
which  were  then  so  wisely  and  %»  UbenUy 


formed  We  were  asked  also  to  depart  from 
those  establishments,  without  giving  any 
counterpoise  to  the  danger  to  be  apprehend- 
ed. Securities,  indeed,  were  talked  of,  and 
were  even  paraded  in  publications,  which 
he  would  not  now  allude  to,  because  the 
noble  author  of  one  of  them  was  absent ; 
but  when  the  nature  of  these  se<r 
curities  was  asked,  who  could  explain  it  ? 
Who  could  inform  the  House  what  they 
were?  He  confessed  that  nothing  could 
give  him  more  pleasure  than  to  be  con- 
vinced that  no  danger  existed  from  con^ 
cession  to  the  Catholics.  His  heart  would 
beat  with  joy  to  enter  into  the  considera* 
tion  of  their  claims,  if  any  statesman  was 
ready  to  tell  him  what  securities  were  to 
be  oflered  for  the  protection  of  our  esta-* 
blishments.  But  when  no  person  came 
forward  with  those  securities — when  the 
one  already  proposed  was  obliged  to  be 
abandoned,  what  could  he  do  but  take 
his  stand  with  the  establishments,  as  set-i 
tied  at  the  revolution?  He  had  often 
asked  of  that  great  man,  whose  friendship 
for  him  he  wished  to  have  recorded  on 
his  tomb,  as  bus  best  encomium,  whether 
he  had  any  specific  securities  to  bring  for* 
ward,  in  case  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
should  be  taken  into  the  consideration  of 
parliament?  Although,  however,  he  bad 
pressed  this  enquiry  over  and  over  again, 
that  great  person  died  without  being  ever 
able  to  tell  nim  what  securities  he  thought 
might  be  proposed,  and  what  checks 
adopted.  Let  the  Catholics,  then,  bring 
forward  their  securities,  and  no  person 
would  be  more  willing  than  he  lo  enter 
into  the  question  of  their  claio^;  but 
until  that  event  should  come  about,  he 
was  determined  not  to  consent  to  a  radical 
change  in  the  constitution,  or  to^  adopt 
any  measure  which  would  put  its  existence 
to  hazard.  As  to  the  complaint  against 
the  present  ministers  for  their  conduct  to 
the  States  of  America,  he  should  not  occu- 
py the  time  of  the  House  in  shewing  the 
futility  of  any  such  complaint.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  example  set  by  the  last 
administration,  in  their  treatment  of  Ame- 
rica, had  been  followed  by  the  present ; 
and  whatever  differences  existed,  could 
not,  he  was  assured,  be  attributed  as  a 
fault  to  either.— He  was  sure  no  man  could 
assert,  that,  in  the  transactions  between 
the  two  countries,  Britain  had  been  too 
tenacious.  The  wording  of  the  Address 
he  repeated  was  on  the  principle  of  exclu** 
sion,  while  it  pretended  to  be  on  that  of 
the  f oimatiofi  9i  w  edauaistntiMi  on  n 
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broad  and  liberal  basis*  If  the  noble 
moTer  could  succeed  so  far  as  to  get  rid  of 
ihe  administration  be  considered  ao  ob- 
QoziooSj  really  where  would  he  procure 
one  to  answer  the  purpose  he  had  des« 
cribed  ^  And»  unless  the  noble  lord  was 
prepared  to  open  to  the  House  some  future 
plan,  and  could  shew  this  would  be  the 
effect  of  his  motion,  there  could  be  no 
ground  for  agreeing  to  it 

Earl  Grty  declared  that  if  be  were  to  an- 
swer the  whole  political  catechism  of  the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  side,  or  if  he  were 
to  make  a  sort  of  profession  of  faith,  on  all 
the  great  subjects  which  had  been  intro- 
doced  or  alluded  to  in  the  present  discus- 
sion, the  task  would  be  not  more  dispro* 
portionate  to  his  own  strength  than  to  the, 
patience  of  the  House.  Without  howcTer 
going  into  all  those  matters  at  length,  be- 
fore he  aat  down,  he  would  advert,  as  well 
as  be  could,  to  most  of  the  points  on  which 
he  differed  from  the  members  of  the  pre- 
sent administratioo,  well  aware  that  in  such 
a  Tariety  of  topics,  he  had  little  chance  of 
escaping  considerable  misrepresentation; 
for  he  knew  from  experience,  that  say 
what  be  would,  he  could  not  exempt  him- 
self from  having  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days^  and  frequently  in  the  course  of  a  few 
boors,  sentiments  imputed  to  him  directly 
opposite  to  those  which  he  actually  deli- 
vered. Devoid  of  all  expectation  there- 
fore of  such  a  nature,  he  was  simply 
anxious  to  state  to  their  lordships  what  the 
opinions  were,  which  he  entertained  on  the 
present  question.  He  did  not  deny  that 
the  motion  appeared  to  him  substantially 
intended  to  produce  a  change  of  adminis- 
tration. The  noble  lord  by  whom  that 
motion  was  brought  forward,  could  have 
had  no  other  object  when  he  made  iL  It 
could  be  understood  in  no  other  sense 
than  an  application  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  remove  the  present  ministers  from  their 
situations  for  the  reasons  there  stated,  that 
sueh  a  measure  could  alone  conciliate  the 
diiTerent  parts  of  this  empire,  at  a  period 
which  more  than  any  other  required  the 
foil  exercise  of  all  the  resources  of  the 
country.  This,  it  had  been  said  by  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  who  spoke  last,  was 
a  strong  measure.  That  it  was  a  strong 
measure  be  would  not  attempt  to  deny. 
But  he  cx>nfes8ed  he  had  heard  with  much 
surprize  that  nifl;ht,  that  this  measure  was 
!inconstitutional ;  and  that  to  express  the 
sentiments  of  the  House,  with  respeet  to 
the  present  ministry,  was  to  interfere  with 
the  prerogative  possessed  by  the  crgwn  of 
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nominating  its  ministers.  It  was  certainlj 
no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  House  either  to 
nominate  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  or  to 
point  out  the  method  in  which  they  ought 
to  be  nominated.  But  while  he  allowed 
this,  he  must  be  of  opinion,  that  if  suffi** 
cient  grounds  could  be  shown  why  a  mi* 
nistry  were  unfit  to  fill  the  situations  which 
they  held,  there  was  nothing  in  parlia* 
mentary  precedent  to  prevent  the  House 
from  making  an  application  to  the  crown 
for  the  removal  of  those  ministers,  when  it 
was  thought  they  were  unequal  to  the 
crisis.  This  he  would  contend  was  a  sub* 
ject  within  the  cognisance  of  parliament ; 
and  ko  exercise  their  powers  on  such  an 
occasion,  was  not  only  a  legitimate  but 
a  laudable  object ;  it  was  an  endeavour  to 
consolidate  all  the  strength  and  resources 
of  the  empire.  The  question  for  the  con<« 
sideration  of  the  House  then  was,  whether 
the  present  administration,  in  its  quality 
and  principles,  presented  obstacles  to  the 
union  of  the  strength  and  resources  of  all 
parts  of  the  empire.  It  might  safely  he 
said  of  this  administration,  that  it  was 
formed  on  the  express  principle  of  resist- 
ance  to  the  Catholic  claims.  This  was 
the  principle  by  which  the  person  who 
was  at  the  head  of  that  administration 
made  his  way  to  power.  This  was  the 
principle  which  led  him  to  make  use  of  all 
the  arts  of  detraction  to  attain  that  object* 
This  principle  he  loudly  proclaimed,  from 
the  moment  at  which  he  had  been  called 
from  the  bar  to  take  a  share  in  political 
life  up  to  the  present  instant.  It  was  his 
boast-^t  was  put  by  him  in  the  front  of 
the  battle— the  eternal  exclusion  of  his 
Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects  firom  any 
share  in  the  constitution.  When  he  had 
stated,  that  such  was  the  principles  of 
that  person,  he  had  no  need  to  say  more  to 
shew  that  they  were  the  principles  of  ad« 
ministration.  He  was  the  administration. 
Whither  he  led,  the  rest  vrare  obliged  te 
follow.— Was  he  to  be  told  by  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  who 
had  just  stated  resistance  to  the  Catholic* 
to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Revo* 
lution,  that  that  noble  and  learned  lord 
differed  on  this  subject  from  the  person  at 
the  head  of  the  administration  ?  Did  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart* 
ment  diner  from  him  ?  He  could  hardly 
think  that  the  person  who  wished  from 
his  heart  that  Maynooth  College  had 
never  existed,  was  hostile  to  the  principle 
of  his  leader.  Perhaps  it  might  be  said 
that  tk%  new  additk>n  te  their  strength 
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difiered  on  this  point.     Of  the  noble  lord 
he  adiaded  to  (lord  Castlereagb)  be  uas 
UDwilling  to  speak  in  bis  absence.     He 
coald  not,  boweTer,  forbear  sa3'ing,  that 
It  appeared  to  him  the  principles  of  that 
noble  lord  were  even  very  much  what  he 
himself  described  Europe  to  be,  "in  an 
unsatisfactory  sute.''     Agreeing  to    the 
principle   of   those   who   advocated    the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  that  noble  lord 
could  never  see  a   convenient   time   for 
the  application  of  that  principle,  so  that 
he  fully  coincided  in  the  practical  part 
of  the  conduct  of  his  co-adjutors.  Perhaps 
it  would  be  said,  the  noble  earl  opposite 
difiered  6n  this  principle.      But  as  the 
leading  members  of  the  cabinet  maintained 
the  necessity  of  exclusion,  and  the  others 
blindly  followed  them   in  their  practice 
he  was  warranted  in  stating  the  present 
administration  to  be  founded  on*  a  princi- 
ple of  resistance  to  the  Catholic  Claims. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  said,  he 
bad  never  heard   of  any  sermons  lately 
preached  on  this  subject.      Where   the 
noble  lord  had  lived  he  knew  not ;  but  he 
knew  that  within  these  few  weeks,  per- 
sons invested  with  the  sacred  character  of 
clergymen,  forgetting  all  the  principles  of 
that  religion  which  they  professed,  instead 
of  preaching  the  doctrines  of  peace  and 
unity,  which  it  was  their  duty  to  preach, 
had  thought  proper  to  endeavour  to  in- 
spire one  part  of  the  community  with  hos- 
tile feelings  against  their  brethren;  and 
of  those  persons  who  acted  this  most  unbe- 
coming part,  some  were  supposed  to  be 
seriously  connected  with  the  persons  who 
composed  the  present  administration.  One 
of  them  it  appeared,  from  the  Gazette,  was 
lately  selected  to  be  one  of  the  chaplains 
to  the  Prince  Regent. — Had  he  not  a  right 
therefore  to  call  the  existing  cabinet  a  ca- 
binet of  intolerance,  preventing  that  union 
of  common  interests  and  affection,  so  neces- 
sary to  the  country  in  her  present  hour  of 
peril  ?    They  bad   heard  that  night  of 
oroad  and  narrow  administrations;    and 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack had  observed,  that  nothing  was  so 
mischievous  as  a  broad-bottomed  adminis- 
tration.    With  this  character  be  was  dis- 
posed to  concur,  if  the  noble  lord  meant 
such  a  broad  and  liberal  basis  as  should 
comprehend  persons  of  the  roost  discord- 
ant opinions,  who  for  the  sake  of  coalition, 
must  either  sacriQce  their  own  sentiments, 
or  carry  dissensions  into  the  cabinet.   But 
the  present  administration  was  narrowed 
to  complete  unanimity ;  for  if  report  spoke 


true  of  the  other  accessions  to  the  adounis- 
tration,  they  would  be  found  possessed  of 
exactly  the  same  character,    and  very 
suitable  additions  to   an    administration 
founded  on  a  principle  of  resistance  to  the. 
Catholic  claims.     He  saw  two  noble  lords 
on  the  cross  bench  (lords  "Sidmoath  and 
Buckinghamshire)  who  were  publicly  de- 
signated as  the  future  supporters  of  admi- 
nistration.     He  knew  not  whether  any 
communication  had  yet  been  made  to 
them  from  the  ministry.    Who  were  these 
noble  lords  ?    They  were  the  only  lords 
who,  in  the  late  debate  on  the  Catholic 
claims  in  that  House,  ventured  to  assert 
the  principle  of  eternal  exclusion.      One 
of  them  came  forward  with  the  doctrine 
of  the  coronation  oath,  operating  as  an 
eternal  exclusion  against  the  Catholics* 
and  the  other  with  perfect  consistency  had 
proposed  measures  which  untied  every 
class  of  dissenters  in  one  common  cause. 
Now    looking    at    an  administration   so 
formed,  was  it  not,  he  would  ask,  an  ad* 
ministration  which  must  of  necessity  be 
obnoxious  to  a  great  part  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  ?  The  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
told  them,  that  nothing  would  make  him  so 
happy  as  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the 
constitution  to  all  classes  of  the  people,  in 
so  far  as  the  same  could  be  done  without 
danger  to  the  sUte  ;   but,  that  the  fbnda- 
mental  principles  of  the  Revolution  stood 
in  the  way  of  all  further  concession.    For 
his  part  he  denied  this  to  be  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  Revolution.      He  denied 
that  it  was  the  principle  of  those  great 
men  by  whom  the  Revolution  was  accom- 
plished. ^  The  disabilities  against  the  Ca- 
tholics were  not  established  for  the  pur- 
pose  of    guarding  the    national  chorch 
against  those  who  professed  another  sys- 
tem of  religion,  but  foi^  the  purpose  of 
withstanding  political  tenets,  by  which 
the  constitution  was  endangered.     '«  The 
noble  and  learned  lord,''  exclaimed  lord 
Grey,  '*  calls  upon  us  for  securities.     We 
ask  him  for  bis  danger  ?''  The  danger  con- 
sbted  not  in  admitting  the  Catholics,  but 
in  excluding  them  from  the  constitution. 
Already  they    were  possessed  of   great 
riches  and  ereat  political  power,  and  con- 
stituted an  important  part  of  the  strength 
of  the  state.    By  this  exclusion  they  were 
forced  and  united  into  a  separate  interest. 
Take  away  the  exclusion  and  the  motives 
for  a  separate  interest  no  loneer  existing* 
the  hostility  to  the  state  would  also  neces* 
sarily  cease.    But  what  securities  were  to 
be  proposed }  The  noble  and  learned  lord 
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had  stated  that  Mr.  Pitt  knew  of  none. 
Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward  this  very  mea- 
sure of  concession  to  the  Catholics,  which 
he  considered  as  necessary  to  the  safety 
of  the  state.     Could  he  propose  such  a 
measure,  if  he  thought  it  would  endanger 
the  safety  of  the  state  ?  But  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  bad  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had 
BO  securities  to  propose.     Then  all  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  nothing  but  a 
pretence  ;   and  he  did  not  state  the  secu- 
rities because  he  was  unwilling,  but  be- 
cause he  was  unable  to  do  so.    The  noble 
and  learned  lord  had  spoken  in  encomias- 
tic terms  of  the  value  which  he  set  on  Mr. 
Pitt's    friendship,    he  declared    that  he 
wanted  no  other  eulogy  on  bis  tomb  than 
that  he  had  been  Mr.  Pitt's  friend ;  but  if 
this  conduct  of  his  to  his  departed  friend 
was  friendship,  he  would  rather,  for  his 
part,  have  that  noble  and  learned  lord  for 
his  foe,  than  his  friend.     Let  noble  lords 
put  themselves  in  the  situation  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  say,  what  would  their  feelings 
be,  if  they  had  been  treated  by  the  govern- 
ment in  the  same  manner  ?  Thev  had  re- 
ceived many  concessions,  in  their  very 
nature  such,  that  they  could  not  stop  with 
them — ^no  philosopher  or  statesman  could 
think  of  them  but  as  temporary  expedients. 
The  greatest  names  had  deemed  ultimate 
concessions  right.      Mr.  Fox,  Mr.   Pitt, 
Mr.  Burke,  and   Mr.  Windham,  all  of 
them  friends  to  the  established  church, 
however  much  they  might  differ  on  other 
subjects,  concurred  in  this,  that  concilia- 
tion to  the  Catholics  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary.     In  1795,  when  a  noble  lord  (Fitz- 
william)  bad  gone  over  to  Ireland  with 
the  power  of  conceding  to  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics,  their  expectations,  thereby 
excited,  were  speedily  cut  short  by  his 
ndden  recal.     He  would  not  enter  into  a 
retrospect  of  the  scenes  of  blood  and  tor- 
ture that  ensued— scenes  even  more  horri- 
ble   than  those  which  attended  on  the 
French  revolution.  After  this  period  came 
the  Union,  another  source  of  the  excitation 
and  disappointment  of  the  hopes  of  this 
body.     By  whose  means  was  that  Dnion 
obtained  ?  By  the  support  of  the  Catholics. 
By  a  too  ready  confidence  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  did  then  come  forward  and  sup- 
port that  Union  which  without  their  assist- 
ance could  never  have  been  carried.  Their 
disappointment  must  now  be  aggravated 
by  the  feeling,  that  if  not  foolishly  duped, 
their   wishes    might  already  have   been 
granted.     If  the  House,  like  the  Catholics, 
had  supported  the  Union,  under  the  hopes 


of  attaining  the  cession  of  their  rights 
through  the  calmer  discussions   of    the 
United  Parliament,  what  would  they  think, 
of  the  government  which  imposed  an  ever« 
lasting  bar  against  their  approaches  ?  They 
could  not  wonder  if  great  disturbances 
were  the  consequences,  and  if  from  affec- 
tionate subjects  they  should  come  to  look 
on  this  country  with  ill-will  and  hatred. 
In  what  respect  was  the  situation  of  the 
Catholics  now  hopeless  ?    He  did  not  wish 
to  name  the  Prince  Regent  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influeticing  the  debate.    He  wquld 
not  state  what  the  feelings  and  opinions  of 
his  Royal  Highness  might  be  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  having  only  the  opinion  of 
his  responsible  advisers  to  look  to.      But 
he  could  not  help  stating,  that  a  very  ge- 
neral hope  was  entertained  by  the  Catho« 
\\c%»  that  the  Prince  Regent  was  favourable 
to  their  claims,  and  that  a  new  »ra  would 
by  the  course  of  nature  arrive  when  bi« 
gotry  and  oppression  should  no  longer  op« 
pose    them.      That  new  sera  had  now 
arrived  ;    but  instead  of  its  being  to  the 
Catholics  a  consummation  of  their  hopes, 
they  Saw  the  whole  power  of  the  govern- 
ment embodied  against  them,  under  some 
cursed  and  baleful  influence ;  and  nothing 
remaining  to  them  but  a  prospect  of  per- 
petual exclusion  from  the  benefits  of  the 
constitution.     If  the  House  believed  the 
Irish  to  be  what  they  had  ever  been  re- 
presented, a  brave,  a  warm-hearted,  a  san- 
guine, a  high-spirited  people — if  they  be- 
lieved them  to  have  contributed  largely 
to  the  military  glory  of  this  empire,  the 
dangerous  effects  which  such  a  disappoint- 
ment might  produce,  would  be  formidable 
in  the  same  proportion.     We  might  anti- 
cipate dangers  greater  than  any  whicl| 
this  country  had  yet  struggled  with.     A 
noble  lord  (Ilarrowby)  had  asked,  if  it  was 
not  mockery  and   insult  to  address  the 
Prince  to  form  a  combined  administration, 
after  the  correspondence  which  had  been 
so  much  referred  to  ?     But  in  this  a  noble 
and  learned  lord  had  corrected  him,  and 
justly  defined  that  it  was  not  for  a-  broader 
administration,  but  for  one  avoiding  the 
character  of  the  present,  and  calculated 
to  ensure  the  affections  of  the  people.    It 
might  be  as  narrow  as  the  present,  and  ai 
exclusive ;  but  as  it  would  exclude  only 
those  dangerous  principles  which  went  to, 
disunite  and  distract  the  country,  it  would 
be  preferable  to  that  now  in  being.  Those 
who  were  friendly  to  the  Catholics  would, 
of  course,   be   more  acceptable  to  that 
I  body.    The  noble  and  learned  lord  had 
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boasted  that  the  present  administration 
possessed  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
England.     Undoubtedly  popularity  was 
dear  to  him;  but  he  had  never  endea- 
voured to  court  popularity  by  a  departure 
from  any  one  principle  of  which  he  ap- 
proved, whatever  obloquy  might  be  the 
consequence.      He  supposed  the/  meaning 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  was,  that 
the  present  administration  was  supported 
by  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  on  the  Catholic  question. 
Of  that  he  was  very  much  inclined  to  doubt. 
He  was  aware,  however,  that  the  person 
at  the  head  of  the  government  might  again 
employ  all  kinds  of  arts  to  inflame  the 
people  with  imaginary  dangers,  aided  as 
he  might  probably  be  with  all  the  power 
of  the  church.  But  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence of  his  success?  To  aggravate  the 
evil  and  increase  the  danger — to  make  the 
Catholics  perceive  that  it  was  no  longer  a 
set  of  men  whom  they  had  to  consider  as 
their  enemies,  but  the  people  of  England ; 
and  what  could  be  the  result  but  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  two  countries  ?— Who  would 
be  able  to  repair  the  breaches  of  an  admi- 
nistration powerful  in  all  the  means  by 
which  empires  were  hurried  on  to  ruin  ? 
He  believed,  however,  that  the  people  of 
England  were,  as  they  had  been  at  a 
former  period,  ready  to  support  the  mea- 
sure   of   Catholic    emancipation.      That 
question  would  once  have  been  carried 
with  as  little  difficulty  as  any  matter  ever 
proposed  to  Parliament,  but  now  the  cry 
#as  raised  against  it  by  those  who,  with 
equal  guilt,    had  first  instilled   into  the 
^oyal  mind  those  scruples  of  which  they 
afterwards  took  advantage ;  for  ail  which 
t  deep  and  heavy  responsibility  rested 
upon  their  heads. — ^The  noble  lord  had 
inquired,  if  the  present  administration  were 
displaced,  where  would  they  get  another  ? 
In   the  Letter  subscribed  by   his  noble 
friend  and  himself,  they  had  stated,  that 
they  could  not  join  with  men  united  toge- 
ther on  the  principle  of  Catholic  exclusion, 
and  could  not  come  into  power  without 
advising  to  give  relief  to  the  Catholics. 
But  might  they  not  unite  with  such  as 
held  similar  opinions  with  them  on  this 
point? — ^When  he  signed  the  Letter,  he 
was  most  sincere  in  saying,  he  did  not  act 
on  personal  exclusive  prmciples;  for  he 
mi^t  perhaps  be  permitted  to  say  this 
of  himself,  that,  however  much  he  had 
mixed  in  political  controversy,  he  was 
little   subject    to    political    resentments. 
When  an  union  could  be  honourable,  and 
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advantageous  to  the  nation,  he  would  ever 
be  ready  to  unite.     But  character  was  at 
much  the  strength  of  men  as  it  was  that  of 
a  nation,  and  he  could  conceive  nothing 
more  dangerous  than  to  shock  the  public 
opinion  by  an  appearance  of  sacrificing 
principle  for  the  sake  of  attaining  office 
and  emolument;  for  himself  he  disolaimed 
any  such  views,  or  any  great  desire  for 
place  at  all.     But  did  the  noble  lords  op« 
posite — they  who  were  the  advisers  of  the 
Regent  on  this  occasion-— who  were  bis 
ministers  before,  and  had  continued  to  be 
his  ministers  since ;  did  they  expect,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  Regent's  Letter  his 
noble  friend  and  himself  could  have  con* 
sented  to  coalesce  with  them  ?  —Would 
they  venture  to  deny,  that  they  were  con- 
sulted on  the  Letter  ?     If  so,  it  would  es- 
tablish the  point,  that  there  was  an  in* 
fluence  behind  the  throne,  the  most  dan- 
gerous that  could  exist.     Nay,  he  would 
put  the  question  in  another  form,  and  sup* 
pose  he  and  his  friends  had  been  in  power, 
and  had  sent  such  a  Letter  to  the  noble 
lords  opposite,  would  they  have  acceded 
to  the  offer  ?  He  believed  they  would  not. 
But  were  there  no  others  with  whom  they 
(lord  Grey  and  his  friends)  could  unite  ? 
or,  if  both  parties  were  put  out  of  the 
question,  were  there  not  others  to  form  an 
administration  without  them?     If  the  ad* 
dress  could  be  carried,  and  the  Regent 
could  find  others  of  whom  he  might  form 
a  cabinet,  holding  the  same  opinions  on 
the  Catholic  question  with  himself  (lord 
Grey),  they  should  have  his  warm  sup- 
port;  and  on  any  points  in  which  he 
might  differ  from  them,  his  opposition 
should  be  reluctant  and  gentle.    He  was 
too  much  exhausted  to  go  through   the 
remaining  topics  at  any  length.     On  the 
repeal  of  the  civil  disabilities  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, therefore,  he  would  only  briefly 
state,  that  he  was  prepared  to  denne  what 
securities  he  deemed  sufficient  on    this 
score  to  satisfy  him. 

Adverting  to  the  questions  at  issue  be- 
tween this  country  and  America,  he  ob- 
served that  this  important  subject  had 
been  so  ably  treated  by  his  noble  and 
learned  friend,  as  in  a  great  measufe  to 
relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  adding 
any  thing  further.  He  would,  however, 
embrace  the  occasion  of  saying,  that  if  it 
was  imputed  to  him  that  he  was  disposed 
to  give  up  one  single  right,  or  to  abandon 
any  principle  connected  with  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  essential  maritime  interests, 
the  imputation  was  most  M»c  and  ground* 
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leflf.     His  feelings  in  sapport  of  tbose  in* 
4ere6l9,  wonld  lead  him  to  go  as  far  as  any 
m9n,  allhoogh .  ha  should  still  deem  it 
pecessary  to  weigh  the  true  value  of  those 
dispated  interetts,  and  to  guard  against 
making  a  sacrifice  disproportionate  to  the 
object  to  be  attained.     If  once  persuaded 
that  the  nalionai  honour  vras  at  stake,  or 
that  those  rights  on  which  our  national  in- 
dependence was  founded,  were  attacked, 
be  should  feel  no  difficulty  to  act  with  all 
the  directness,  and  ?igour,  and  determina- 
liODy  which,    under  such  circumstances, 
woold  be  indispensible  to  our  safety.  But 
be  could  ne?er  lose  sight  of  that  principle 
which  ought  to  lie  at  the  basis  of  all  nar 
tiooml  policy,  namely,  that,  as  it  had  been 
well  expressed  by  Mr*  Burke,  "  as  we 
ought  never  to  go  to  war  for  a  profitable 
wrong,  MO  we  ought  never  to  go  to  war  for 
an  unprofitable  right."    1£  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  right  were  likely  to  lead  to 
consequences  more  dangerous  and  destruc- 
tivo  than  those  anticipated  from  its  re- 
linquishment, it  was  almost  superfluous  to 
say,  snch  a  right  ought  not  to  be  insisted 
on.    He  well  remembered,  that  during  an 
opposition    carried    on    with    something 
more  tbaa  parliamentary  virulence  and 
pertinacity,  while  he  had  the  honour  of 
Loldinjg  an  office  in  administration,  he  was 
often  pressed  in  the  other  House  to  assume 
a  dififerent  tone,  and  to  act  upon  what  was 
called  a  more  decisive  policy.     He  had 
then  employed,  as  an  illustration  in  de- 
fence of  his  own  doctrine,  the  fable  of 
the  man  who  threw  cocoa  nuts  at  the 
monkey  in  the  hopes  that  the  monkey 
would  throw  cocoa  nuts  at  him ;  because 
he  believed  that  the  object  of  Buonaparte 
was  to  embroil  us  with  America,  for  the 
furtherance  of  his  own  purposes.    A  new 
system  had,  in  his  opinion  unhappily  for 
this  country,  enabled  the  enemy  to  suc- 
ceed in  his  incitements ;  to  triumph  in  his 
policy,  and  to  make  us  the  instruments  of 
his  ambition.      Upon  the  subject  of  the 
state  of  circulation,  interesting  as  it  was, 
and  decisive  as  his  views  were  upon  it, 
did  it  follow  that  he  held  it  to  be  indis- 
penMble  to  recommend  immediately  the 
jesumption  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  ? 
It  was  not  to  the  omission  of  that  particu- 
lar measure  that  his  principal  objections 
were  directed^  but  to  a  perseverance  in  a 
system  not  founded  upon  just  principles, 
ind  which  therefore  the  longer  it  conti- 
nsed  became  the  more  menacing  and  cala* 
jnitons  in  its  operation.     His  wish  was  to 
levert  as  much  as  possible  to  true  princi- 
(VOL.XXIL) 
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pies,  and  keep  the  circulating  medium 
within  certain  bounds.  Supposmg,  then, 
the  Catholic  question  decided,  an  impas- 
sable line  of  separation  existed  between 
him  and  the  present  administration,  in  tho 
proposition  for  making  Bank-notes  a  legal 
tender.  With  respect  to  the  policy  whiclr 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  crisis 
demanded  to  be  maintained  in  the  aflain 
of  the  peninsula,  he  certainly  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  say  that  it  was  expedient  to  re- 
call our  troops  immediately  home ;  but  he 
certainly  did  not  wish  to  proceed  on  that 
expensive  mode  of  warfare,  without  hav<f 
ing  some  military  authority  as  to  the  pro-, 
bable  result  of  it;  and  he  wished,  above 
all,  to  see  the  opinion  of  the  illustrioua 
commander  of  the  forces  in  that  country 
on  the  subject.  No  part  of  national  po- 
licy was  more  open  to  repeated  discussion^ 
or  more  calculated  to  engender  a  diversity 
of  opinion,  than  the  most  proper  mode  oC 
carrying  on  foreign  warfare.  The  first 
principle  in  the  policy  of  all  wars  was  to 
mflict  the  utmost  possible  injury  on  tho 
enemy,  at  the  expence  of  the  least  possi^ 
ble  injury  to  ourselves.  Such  a  question^ 
therefore,  as  that  which  related  to  thn 
continuance  of  the  present  contest  in  the 
peninsula,  depended  on  a  variety  of  con- 
siderations, arising  out  of  recent  eventi 
and  the  consequent  and  relative  situations 
of  ourselves  and  of  the  enemy.  In  de- 
termining on  the  expediency  of  any  mea- 
sure of  tnis  nature,  he  was  to  be  guided 
by  calculations  formed  on  an  extensivn 
combination  and  comparison  of  circum«« 
stances.  He  thought,  and  thought  most 
decidedly,  that  a  reduction  of  our  expen- 
diture was  called  for  by  reflections  of  tho. 
most  urgent  and  powerful  kind ;  and  ho 
would  feel  it  to  be  his  duty,  before  he 
could  agree  to  the  continuance  of  Buy 
continental  enterprises  like  those  in  which 
we  were  now  engaged,  to  take  a  wide  sur- 
vey of  our  own  resources,  to  measure  their 
extent,  and  the  means  of  their  application 
to  the  objects  for  the  attainment  or  pro- 
motion of  which  they  were  proposed  to 
be  exerted.  If  the  result  of  such  an  esti- 
mate were  to  establish  any  thing  like  a 
certainty  of  success  in  the  schemes  that 
were  devised,  all  his  hesitations  and  diffi- 
culties would  be  removed,  and  he  should 
consider  even  the  most  extensive  scale  of 
foreign  operations  as  recommended  and 
supported  by  the  principles  of  (economy 
iUelf.  He  hoped  too  that  he  felt  at 
warmly  J  and  was  as  willing  to  acknow- 
ledge that  feeling  as  any  noble  lord«  ihp 
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jostice  of  that  cause  which  we  were  matn- 
taiDing  in  the  peninsula.     No  cause  re- 
lated in  the  annals  of  mankind  ever  rested 
more  entirely  on  sentiments  of  the  most 
honourable  feeling,   or  was   more  con- 
Bectedy  if  circumstances  were  favourable, 
with  principles  of  national  advantage.  The 
spectacle  exhibited  was  the  most  interest- 
ing that  could  engage  the  sympathies  or 
the  attention  of  the  world,  and  it  was  im- 
possible not  to  wish  to  afford  assistance 
to  the  noble  struggle  of  a  free   people 
against  the  most  unparalleled  treachery, 
^he  most  atrocious    violence    that    ever 
stained  or  degraded  the  ambition  of  des- 
potic power.    If  he  could  but  calculate 
oa  the  probability  of  supporting  such  a 
cause  to  a  triumphant  issue,  there  could 
remain  no  doubt  but  that  the  separation 
from  France  of  such  a  country  as  Spain, 
containing  her   extent  of  territory    and 
amount  of  population,  would  be  to  aug- 
ment in  a  great  degree  our  own  national 
■ecority.     But  those  principles,  on  which 
the  prosecution  o(  that  war  could  be  de* 
ftnded,  must  be  reduced  to  a  mere  specu- 
lative theory,  unless  supported  by  adequate 
txertions  from  the  Spanish  people  and  the 
^Spanish  government;  without  thatneces- 
tary  co-operation  all  our  efforts  must  prove 
ttsetess.    With  a  view  to  those  advantages, 
we  had  unsuccessfully  before  contended  in 
Ihat  very  country  against  France,  then 
much  less  powerful  than  at  present.     He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that,  from  these  con- 
siderations, we  were  to  withdraw  our  ar- 
mies from  the  peninsula ;  but  he  thought 
that,  before  we  proceedeid  further  on  the 
present    expensive    system,    the     House 
should  have  the  distinct  opinion  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  as  to  the  probable 
result  of  the  operations,  and  enquire  into 
the  means  of  carrying  on  the  contest  by 
a  more  limited  expenditure  of  our  remain- 
ing resources.     It  would  be  his  maxim  to 
Jfuard  against  endangering  our  own  safety 
n  the  prosecution  of  remoter  interests. 
These  were  his  principles  and  his  opinions; 
be   had  stated  them  distinctly,  however 
assured  at  the  same  time,  that  he  should 
to-morrow  see  them  completely  misrepre- 
seiiteil  in  the  newspapers.     He  was  desi- 
ous  of  adding  a  few  words  upon  what  had 
fallen  frmii  the  noble  lord  who  moved  the 
amendment,    respecting    what    he    was 
pleased  to  call  the  complete  success  of  our 
arms  during  the  last  two  years.     For  his 
own   part,  when  he  lookeci  beck  to  the 
event*  of  that  period,  when  he  recollected 
Uie  original  objedaof  Urn  war«  and  knew. 


as  every  other  man  knew,  that  the  defence 
of  Portugal  must  be  impracticable  af^er 
Spain  should  be  entirely  subdued,  he  could 
coincide  in  no  such  declaration.    We  had» 
unquestionably,  achieved  much;  and  in 
the  capture  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  he  con* 
curred  in  the  admiration  justly  due  to  the 
vigour,  celerity,  and  military  skill  so  emi- 
nently displayed  by  the  great  commander 
who  conducted  that  important  enterprize. 
But  when  he  looked  to  another  part  of  that 
kingdom,  and  saw  Badajoz  in  possession 
of  the  enemy — ^when  he  turned  bis  atten- 
tion to  the  operations  in  Catalonia— >when 
he  saw  that,  within  the  last  two  years, 
Tortosa,  Lerida,  Tarragona,  Sasuntum  had 
yielded— that  Valencia  had  fallen—that 
the  province  of  Murcia  was  over-run— he 
was  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  new  pros- 
pects of  success  had  dawned  upon  the 
Spaniards.     Those  conquests  opened  to 
the  enemy  a  free  communication  between 
all  their  divisions;  and  they  would  seen 
be  enabled  by  that  circumstance  to  bring 
the  whole  weight  of  their  united  forces 
against  the  British.     He  did  think  too 
that  ministers  had  been  culpably  negli- 
gent, in  not  having  exerted,  in  the  quarter 
to  which  he  had  just  adverted,  the  meant 
actually  in  their  power,  by  employing  a 
considerable  naval  force,  for  the  purpose 
of  lending  our  allies  more  e£fectnal  soe- 
cour.    In  Catalonia  for  instance,  soefc  a 
system,  if  properly  conducted,  vrould,  in  all 
probability,  have  enabled  the  warlike  po« 
pulation  of  that  province  to  expel  their  in- 
vaders.   Where  then  were  the  syasptoms 
of  this  boasted  success  ?  Lord  Wellington, 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  <K2,000  as  ef- 
fective men  as  were  ever  led  into  the  field, 
had  been  compelled  to  remain  on  the  de- 
fensive.   With  a  force  greater  than  thai 
commanded  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
at  the  most  splendid  sera  of  our  military 
history,  lord  Wellington  had  foond  him- 
self limited  to  the  pursuit  of  a  defensive 
system.    The  country  had  been  told,  in* 
deed,  to  look  at  the  exertions  of  the  Spanish 
Guerillas  for  a  substitute  to  the  assistance 
of  regular  troops,  in  which  the  natives  of 
the  peninsula  were  so  deficient.  On  this  he 
founded  no  great  hopes,  yet  he  was  not 
able,  from  want  of  sufficient  documents, 
to  state  precisely  the  weight  which  their 
assistance  might  have  in  the  scale.     Rit, 
momentous  as  all  those  objections  were,  in 
his  opinion,  against  the  present  system  of 
government,  they  sunk  into  insignificancy, 
when  compared  with  one  point  on  which 
he  had  10  n&ake  a  fcw  obserraiieasi  a 
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point  in  his  esiimatioD  of  fnuramoant  im* 
poriance.     He  alkideti  to  the  existence  of 
wa  unseen  and   separate  influence  whjch 
larked  behind  the  throne.     An  influence 
of  this  kind  had  too  long  prevailed,  not 
less  incompatible  with  the  constitution, 
than  with  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
An    influence  of  this  odious    character, 
kadii^  to  consequences  the  most  pestilent 
and  disgusting,  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
pariiament  to  brand  by  some  signal  mark 
of  condemnation.    It  was  his  rooted  and 
unaltarable  principle,  a  principle  in  which 
those  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  act 
folly  participated,  not  to  accept  of  office 
witnoQt  coming  to  an  understanding  with 
parliament  for  the  abolition  of  this  destruc- 
tife  influence ;  which  consolidated  abuses 
into  a  system,  and  by  preventing  com- 
plaints from  reaching  the  royal  ear,  barred 
all  hopes  of  a  redress  of  grievances.  Hold- 
ing these  views  and  sentiments,  he  had 
thought  it  hb  duty  to  submit  them  to  the 
House,  and  however  various  might  be  the 
opinions  entertained  of  them,  he  had  at 
least  to  congratulate  himself  on  bis  own 
self-approbation.     He  had,  however,  the 
pride  and  satisfaction  of  reflecting  that  he 
still  continued  to  enjoy  the  esteem  of  those 
friends  for  whom  he  felt  the  most  sincere  re- 
spect.    All  the  arts  and  intriffue  that  had 
been  attempted,  in  order  to  seduce  many  of 
those  who  had  previously  concurred  with 
kim  on  most  of  the  great  public  questions 
of  the  day,  had  fail^,  except  in  one  soli- 
tary instance,  and  that  was  scarcely  worth 
notice.     He  trusted   he   had   sufficiently 
explained  the  reasons  by  which  he  had 
been  induced  to  sign  the  Letter  so  frequent- 
ly alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  debate  ; 
and  with  respect  to  his  noble  co-adjntorin 
that  proceeding,  he  must  say  of  him,  that 
the  sentiments  which  that  Letter  conveyed, 
were  in  strict  conformity  to  the  whole  te- 
nour  of  his  noble  friend's  political  life. 

Lord  Muigrave  denied  the  existence  of 
that  secret  influence,  to  which  such  power 
was  attributed ;  but  without  laying  too 
much  stress  on  the  arguments  adduced  in 
debate,  it  was  evident,  as  a  noble  friend  of 
bis  had  stated  it,  that  the  aim  of  the  mo- 
tion was  to  remove  the  present  administra- 
tion ;  and  the  proposed  Address  could  have 
■o  other  eflect  than  that  of  dictating  to 
the  Prince  Regent  the  choice  of  his  mi- 
aisters,  which  would  not  be  a  fair  and  con- 
ttitutional  proceeding  towards  his  Royal 
Highness,  who  had  already  endeavoured 
ta  form  an  adminstration  on  a  liberal  and 
extended  baaia.    Adverting  to  laveral  of 
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the  political  grounds  on  which  a  different 
of  opinion  aubsisted«-^he  conduct  of  tho 
war  on  the  peninsula,  the  Orders  of  Conn* 
cil,  the  state  of  the  currency,  &c.  he 
asked  whether  the  noble  lords  opposite 
were  so  rash  as  to  propose  at  once  a  radi* 
cal  change  in  all  the  measures  adopted  on 
those  important  subjects,  or  whether  they 
were  inclined  to  follow  the  same  measures^ 
and  only  to  change  the  administration  ? 
It  should  be  recollected,  besides,  that  in 
every  thing  they  had  done,  the  present 
ministers  had  repeatedly  obtained  tho 
sanction  of  parliament  And  now  the 
House  were  called  upon,  without  any  solid 
ground,  to  present  an  Address,  which  would 
go  to  operate  an  entire  change  •  of  admi- 
nistration, and  a  complete  alteration  of  the 
system  hitherto  pursued.  The  great  ques* 
tion,  which  divided  the  opposition  from  the 
ministry,  was  not  only  the  general  policy  of 
the  country,  but  more  specifically  the  stat4 
of  the  Irish  Catholics.  He  wished,  how* 
ever,  that  it  should  be  distinctly  remen* 
bered  by  those  who  supported  the  justice 
of  Catholk:  emancipation,  how  great 
was  the  diflerence  between  the  present 
steteofihe  Catholics  and  that  in  which 
they  were  when  the  concessions  wera 
granted  in  1795.  Every  heart  in  the  em* 
pire  rejoiced  then  at  the  partial  removal  of 
their  disabilities  ;  they  had  deserved  that 
fovour  by  their  constitutional  deportment^ 
and  every  one  hoped  that  by  continuing 
to  pursue  the  same  line,  they  would  entitle 
themselves  to  further  indulgence.-^But 
now  their  petitions  were  urged  in  avowed 
contempt  of  the  law,  and  in  open  defianca 
of  the  authority  of  the  government.  Tha 
objections  to  their  claims  arose  not  only 
from  what  was  their  conduct,  but  also 
from  what  were  their  demands.  They  de» 
manded  high  situations  in  the  law,  tha 
army,  and  the  navy :  ''  give  them  those 
situations,"  said  their  advocates,  "  and 
they  will  be  satisfied."  But  were  we  sura 
of  that  ?  Were  we  sure  that  when  these 
claims  were  conceded,  fresh  claims  would 
not  be  advanced  ?  Did  they  not  say  that 
they  would  be  satisfied  with  the  conces- 
sions in  1793  :  and  yet  had  they  been  so  ? 
Had  they  not  since  oflered  pledges  of  se* 
curity,  which  they  subsequently  with* 
drew  ?  Their  demands  indeed  now,  were 
something  like  those  of  the  beggar  in  Gil 
Bias,  who  levelled  a  musquet  to  enforca 
the  charity  he  solicited.  It  remained^ 
therefore,  a  question  for  their  lordshipi^ 
decision,  whether  they  would  hazard  in» 
troducing  the  Catholics  into  the  gof  era* 
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teent  of  the  country,  disposed  as  they 
were,  not  to  concede  the  guards  that  were 
requisite;  and  looking  thus  at  one  most 
important  feature  of  the  motion,  he  thought 
it  utterly  impossible  for  their  lordships 
to  entertain  it.  It  would  be,  indeed,  in 
bis  opinion  only  an  insult  to  carry  up  an 
Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  worded  as 
that  was  which  had  been  submitted  to 
them  ;  and  if  a  fresh  Address  were  substi* 
tuted,  it  would  require  the  mature  consi- 
deration of  their  lordships  before  it  could 
be  voted. 

The  Earl  of  Moka  had  not  entirely 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  vote  he  should 
^ive  on  the  question  when  he  came  down 
to  the  House.  He  should  certainly  have 
fell  unwilling  to  interfere  with  a  branch  of 
the  prerogative,  by  presuming  to  influence 
the  opinion  of  the  Prince  in  the  choice  of 
his  ministers,  and  he  was  glad  thatnostich 
idea  could  be  deduced  either  from  the 
motion  itself,  or  from  the  arguments  of  his 
noble  friends  Yet,  if  nothing  else  but 
the  removal  of  the  present  ministers  could 
give  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  any 
prospect  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  their 
grievances,  he  thought,  that  such  a  change 
ought 'to  be  rapturously  hailed  by  the 
ivhole  country.  He  was  of  the  same  opi- 
nion as  his  lamented  friend  (Mr.  Fox,)  that 
the  measure,  could  never  be  carried  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  administration,  and 
the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  who  had  just 
tat  down,  had  removed  all  doubts  as  to  the 
intentions  of  the  present  administration, 
if  any  doubts  could  have  still  been  enter- 
tained. The  noble  lord  had  stated,  that 
the  broad  and  unqualified  principle  of  ex- 
cluding the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
from  the  benefits  of  the  constitution,  with- 
out even  giving  them  a  glimmering  ray  of 
hope,  had  been  adopted  by  ministers ;  and 
lie  had  attepnpted  to  justify  that  conduct, 
by  the  most  unjustifiable  assertions.  To 
these  he  could  not  tamely  listen.  The 
noble  lord  had  stated,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  acted  in  contempt  of 
the  law,  and  in  open  defiance  of  the  autho- 
rity of  government ;  this  he  denied,  and 
fae  called  on  the  noble  lord  to  substantiate 
his  assertions  by  proofs. — ^There  was,  in- 
deed, a  nice  point  of  law  still  \th  unde- 
cided, which  might  come  by  way  of  ap- 
peal before  their  lordships  in  their  judicial 
capacity ;  but  this  did  not  authorise  the 
noble  lord  to  decide  the  question  at  once, 
especially  when  they  had  heard  a  hich 
amthority  (lord  Erskine)  declare,  that  t&e 
Catholic  .Convention  was  not  contrary  to 


law.  The  noble  lord  had  urged  to  the 
House,  that  an  indirect  attempt  to  remover 
ministers  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  en- 
croachment on  the  prerogative.  He  might 
be  right  as  to  principles ;  but  was  no  al« 
lowance  to  be  made  for  the  noblest  and 
most  patriotic  feelings  ?  When  they  con- 
sidered the  state  of  the  country,  involved 
in  a  struggle,  in  which  her  very  existence 
was  at  stake— her  population  groaning 
under  a  load  of  taxes,  her  manufactoret 
ruined,  and  her  currency  depreciated^ 
could  any  of  the  noble  lords  on  the  oppo-» 
site  benches  say,  that  an  extraordinary  re* 
medy  was  not  necessary  to  remove  evils  wty 
portentous  and  so  complicated  in  their 
nature  ?  And  where  could  that  remedy 
be  sought  but  in  the  removal  of  men  who 
were  still  so  obstinately  wedded  to  the 
very  measures  which  had  brought  the 
country  to  such  a  crisis  ?  Those  men  so 
bigotted  in  their  opposition  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  could  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  actual  state  of  that  country.— They 
were  not  to  learn,  that  perhaps  in  the 
course  of  two  months,  an  insurrection 
might  be  apprehended  ;  that  it  had  been 
lately  on  the  point  of  breaking  out,  on  ac- 
count of  an  advance  in  the  price  of  provi- 
sions-—and  this  was  the  moment  they 
chose  to  avow,  in  the  most  insulting  terrain 
a  system  of  perpetual  exclusion  against 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.*— The 
population  of  Ireland  furnished  one  half  of 
the  forces  of  the  empire,  and  this  was  the 
moment  they  chose  to  disgust  them  from 
the  service.  He  declared  on  his  honour 
as  a  peer,  and  as  if  speaking  in  the  face  of 
the  Almighty,  that  in  his  opinion  Eng- 
land could  find  no  safety,  but  by  conci- 
liating the  people  of  Ireland ;  this  was  his 
confirmed,  his  unshakeable  conviction. 
He  knew  of  no  other  method,  and  ho  wag 
confident  there  was  no  other  method. 
There  was  no  hope  for  safety  in  the 
present  arduous  struggle,  but  by  cement- 
ing the  bonds  of  union  between  all  clatt^ 
of  people,  by- uniting  all  hearts  and  all 
hands  tor  the  defence  of  the  empire^  and 
by  rallying  the  whole  of  the  population 
round  the  standard  of  the  constitution. 
The  lanffuaffc  held  out  on  that  night  by 
the  noble  lord,  had,  however,  removed 
those  pleasing  hopes  firom  the  reach  even 
of  imagination,  and  no  alternative  remain- 
ed for  the  safety  of  the  country,  but  the 
removal  of  the  ministers  who  had  avowed 
such  principles.  He  repeated  that  be 
had  come  down  to  die  House  undeterw 
mined  ea  to  th^  TOte  haahould  give.    The 
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speech  of  the  noble  lord  oppotile  had 
fisLed  fait  irresolution/andopen^  his  ejeg\ 
he  should  therefore  vote  for  the  origioal 
notioii. 

The  Hooae  then  divided  apon  the  amend- 
iiieofe--Coatents  Present,  90 ;  Proxies 
73  ;  Totel  165.  Non  ContenU  Present, 
4a  ;  Proxies  29 ;  Total  72.— Msjority  for 
the  Amendment  93.  The  original  qaes- 
taoo  was  then  pat,  and  negattyed  without  a 
division. 
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PRK8KNT. 

Duxu. 

Grey 

oBim 

Cassillis 

Norfolk 

Charlemont 

Bedibffd 

Hardwicke 

Downsbire 

Cork 

ArsjrU 

Locan 

Giaftoo. 

Lauderdale 

Maxquisses 

s.           Rosiljrn 

LansdowDe 

Donoughmore 

Scafibrd 

Cowper 

Deronshire 

Loaos. 

WelMej 

Amherst 

£axu. 

Borringdon 

Deibj 

Dandas 

Emsx 

Erskioe 

Bristol 

St.  John 

AJbemarie 

Say  and  Sele 

Grosrenor 

Graiitley 

Ouory 

Somers 

Jersej 

HoUand 

Finwillism 

Ponsonbj  (ImokiUy) 

Spencer 
Moira 

Bulkelej 

BjFfOB 

Damley 

Hutchinson 

PROXIES. 

Dukes. 

King 

Somerset 

Ponsonby 

St.  Albans 

Ducie 

Eakls. 

Foley 

Thanet 

Ashbarton 

Cariisle 

Bertvick 

TsokerYiJle 

Braybrooke 

Gailford 

Grenville 

Darlipgton 

Auckland 

Ucbett^r 

Mendip 

Fortescue 

Yarborough 

VlSCOUUT* 

Lilford 

Hereford 

Caiysfort 

Anson 

Carringron 

Lords. 

Granand 

%iencer(M.Biandford)    Crewe 
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Thunday,  March  19. 

PXTITION    FROM     GLASGOW    RBSPBCTIN6 

TBB  East  India  Company.]  A  Petition 
of  the  directors  of  \he  chamber  of  com- 
PMTce  9iid  manufactures,  established  by 


royal  charier,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  was 
presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  b^  the   Act  33  Geo.  3,  c.  52, 
the  entire  right  of  commerce  and  naviga* 
tion  in  the  seas,  and  to  the  territories  be* 
tween  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  is  vested  m  the  body 
of  merchants  mcorporated  under  the  name 
of  The  East  India  Company,  and  that  this 
exdusire  right,  if  not  renewed,  will  ter* 
minate  on  the   Ist  of  March  1814,  after 
which  the  company  will  still  remain  a  cor* 
poration,  on  the  same  footing  as  to  this 
trade  as  other  British  subjects ;  and  that, 
by  the  Act  37  Geo.  3,  c.  97,  the  privilege 
of  trading  to  those  countries,  although  de« 
nied  to  British  subjecU,  is  permitted  to 
foreign  nations  in  amity  with  his  Majesty; 
and  that  the  private  trade  which  British 
merchants  were  allowed  to  prosecute  under 
the  regulations  of  the  Act  1793,  although 
fettered  with  vexatious  restrictions,  has 
continued  to  increase,  and  shews  to  what 
extent  it  might  have  auained,  had  it  bee» 
left  to  its  free  and  natural  operations ;  and 
that  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  availing  themselves  of  the  liberty 
which  they  have  been  allowed  to  enjoy, 
at  the  expence  of  our  own  people;  have 
I  prosecuted  the  East  India  trade  m  a  man* 
ner  and  to  a  degree  which  has  enriched 
the   individuals,   increased    the   national 
wealth  of  that  country,  and  supplied,  as- 
far  as  was  possible,  not  only  the  continent 
of  Europe,  but  South  America,  the  West 
Indies,  Turkey,  the  foreign  ports  of  the 
Mediterranean,  and  even  Malta,  with  East 
Indian  commodities,  thus,  by  their  Indus* 
try,  economy,  and  dispatch,  compelling 
the  company  to  shrink  from  the  compe* 
tion,  employing  British  capital  in  a  trade 
which  the  laws  of  this  country  prevent  it* 
own  subjects  from  using  directly  them* 
selves,  suid  possessing,  in  consequence  of 
the  monopoly,  the  incalculable  advantage 
of  having  to  contend  not  with  the  skill 
and   resources  of  British  merchants,  but 
with  the  prodigality  and  negligence  of  a 
joint  stock  company ;  and  that  the  actual 
operation  of  this  monopoly  thus  appears 
to  be  directed  not  merely  against  British 
subjects,  but  in  favour  of  foreign  nations; 
and  that  no  satisfactory  reason  can  now  be 
auignedagpainst opening  the  trade  to  China, 
because  the  supposed  delicacy  of  allowing 
a  general  intercourse  with  that  people  is 
completely  removed  by  the  success  which 
has  attended  the  American  traffic ;  and 
the  same  means  which  have  enabled  the 
company  to  manage  their  affinrs  in  China 
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may  be  established  under  the  authority  of 
government,  because  the  ideal  difficulty 
of  the  collection  of  taxes,  in  the  erent  of 
the  trade  being  divided,  is  fully  obviated 
by  the  known  safety  with  which  the  duties 
are  levied  on  articles  of  West  Indian  and 
American  produce,  and  because  the  ima- 
gined hardship  of  depriving  the  Company 
of  the  only  lucrative  branch  of  their  mono- 
poly will  be  alleviated  by  the  wealth,  influ- 
•ncCj  knowledge,  and  experience,  which 
in  their  united  capacity,  they  will  still  be 
enabled  to  oppose  to  the  unassisted  efforts 
of  private  merchants ;  and  that  the  natural 
effect  of  throwing  open  the  charter  will  be 
to  excite  a  fair  emulation  to  bring  all  the 
produce  of  the  East  to  its  proper  level  in 
this  country,  to  enable  our  manufacturers, 
with  more  advantage,  to  exert  theic  skill 
and  industry  to  produce  new  sources  of 
trade,  and  thus  to  give  full  employment 
to  the  operative  classes  of  the  community ; 
and  that  the  system  of  confining  the 
East  India  trade  to  the  port  of  London  the 
petitioners  would  beg  leave  humbly  to 
represent  as  unnecessary,  unjust,  and  im* 
politic;  unnecessary,  because  the  duties 
may  be  collected  with  equal  ease  and  less 
loss,  by  pilferage  in  the  out  ports;  unjust, 
because  every  mercantile  place  in  the 
united  kingdom  is  entitled  to  the  same 
privileges;  and  impolitic,  because  the 
superior  economy  and  dispatch  which 
prevail  in  the  out  ports,  are  requisite  to 
secure  an  equality  in  the  competition 
with  foreign  nations;  and  that  the  very 
existence  of  a  beneficial  prosecution  of 
the  East  India  trade,  by  this  country, 
seems  now  to  depend  on  the  restoration 
of  its  freedom,  as  it  is  proved,  by  unde- 
niable documents,  that  if  it  be  allowed  to 
continue,  under  its  present  restrictions,  it 
will  lanffuisb,  decay,  and  pass  into  the 
kands  of  other  states ;  and  that  the  dan- 
ger supposed  to  arise  from  excess  of  spe- 
culation at  the  commencement  of  an  open 
commerce  with  India,  the  Petitioners  would 
humbly  represent  to  be  imaginary,  be- 
cause the  enterprize  of  individuals  is  uni- 
formly circumscribed  by  their  means  and 
success ;  because  any  evil  of  this  nature 
is  temporary,  and  checks  itself;  and  be- 
cause the  vsry  worst  that  can  occur,  in 
the  event  of  the  abandonment  of  the  trade 
by  the  public,  would  be,  that  mattera  again 
would  return  to  their  present  state  ;  and 
that,  at  a  time  when  the  anti< commercial 
system  of  France  has  been  successfully 
exerted  to  exclude  us  from  the  continental 
■uurkitai  when  the  prosecution  of  an  ex- 
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tensive  war  renders  it  necessary  to  adopt 
every  means  for  augmenting  the  revenue  ; 
and  when  our  existence  as  a  nation  de* 
pends,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the  mainte« 
nance  of  our  naval  superiority,  the  Peti- 
tioners apprehend  it  to  be  not  only  highly 
expedient,  but  indispensibly  requisite,  to 
open  up  every  legitimate  channel  of  trade 
for  the  preservation  of  our  commercial, 
maritime,  and  financial  interests ;  and  thai 
the  Petitioners,  satisfied  that  the  injury 
arising  from  every  monopoly  must  be  pro- 
portionate to  the  extent  of  the  trade  thus 
confined ;  convinced  of  the  importance, 
and  even  the  necessity,  of  a  free  intercourse 
with  the  rich,  populous,  and  extensive 
countries  in  the  East,  as  well  those  formerly 
acquired  by  the  company,  as  those  lately 
subdued  by  his  Majesty's  arms ;  and,  dis- 
claiming all  interference  with  territorial 
rights  and  political  privileges  of  the  com- 
pany, humbly  pray,  that  the  House  would 
take  this  most  important  matter  into  their 
consideration,  and,  by  allowing  the  mono- 
poly to  fall  on  the  1st  of  March  1814,  open 
the  commerce  cf  the  countries  lying  be- 
tween the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  on  equal  terms  to  the 
merchants  trading  from  every  port  of  the 
united  kingdom/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  Liverpool  RE^PECTma 
West  India  Produce.]  A  Petition  of  the 
West  India  planters,  merchants  and  others 
at  the  port  of  Liverpool,  interested  in  tbe 
trade  to  the  British  West  India  colonies, 
was  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  notwithstanding  the  temporary, 
relief  afforded  to  the  growers  and  importers 
of  sugar,  by  the  Act  of  the  present  session 
of  parliament  prohibiting  the  distillation  of 
spirits  from  grain,  and  the  admission  of 
sugar  as  a  substitute,  the  Petitioners  can* 
not  but  recollect  their  past  distresses,  nor 
contemplate  without  alarm,  the  period 
when  this  prohibition  may  cease,  and  the 
ruinous  depression  of  the  price  of  sugar 
that  must,  in  all  probability,  ensue  and  be 
consequent  thereupon  ;  and  that,  in  anti* 
cipation  of  this  possible,  and,  in  the  minds 
of  the  Petitioners,  not  improbable  even^ 
they  humbly  beg  leave  to  refer  the  House 
to  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  commercial 
state  of  the  West  India  colonies,  and  to 
report  their  proceedings  from  time  to  time, 
which  report  was  oixlered  to  be  printtd  on 
the  24tb  of  July  1807,  wkUettp '  To  extend 
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the  principle  which  has  been  adopted  on 
the  contingent  increase  of  daty  from  27«. 
to  30t«  per  bandred  weight,  to  that,  from 
the  maximom  of  doty  then  fixed  on  a  grots 
price  of  80r.  per  hundred  weight  afiording 
30t.  duty,  and  50t.  to  the  planter  and  im- 
porter>  the  daty  thoold  be  thrown  back 
on  a  similar  scale,  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
pression of  the  market,  till  the  price  ar- 
riTes  at  60i.  grou,  learing  20f.  (the  oriiri- 
■al  doty)  to  goytmment,  and  AOa,  to  the 
planter  and  merchant,  or,  in  other  words, 
a  reduction  of  one  shilling  duty  on  a  re* 
ducti#n  of  two  shillings  gross  price  from 
the  average  then  fixed  for  the  imposition 
of  the  new  doty,  as  far  as  20t.  per  hnndred 
weighty'  sach  regulation  to  continue  until 
the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace ;  and 
that  the  Petitioners  also  beg  leare  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  distresses 
inder -which  the  coflfee  planters  have  la- 
boured for  some  time  past,  from  the  want  of 
a  market  for  that  article,  in  consequence 
of  which  they  hare  no  other  prospect  be- 
Ibre  them  than  that  of  ruin  to  themselves 
and  their  families ;  and  that,  from  these 
dwtfesses,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  the  Petitioners  see  but  one  mode  of 
relief,  which  is,  to  encourage,  by  every 
possible  means,  the  consumption  of  coffee 
m  this  country  ;  and,  in  looking  to  this 
object,  the  Petitioners  have  found  consi- 
derable obstacles,  not  only  in  the  still  too 
high  rate  of  doty  charged  on  coffee  taken  for 
home  consumption,  but  in  the  regulations 
which  are  adopted  for  the  due  collection 
of  that  portion  of  the  duty  which  is  placed 
under  the  superintendance  of  the  board 
of  excise,  by  obliging  all  retailers  of 
coffee  to  take  out  licences  for  their  stocks, 
and  all  purchasers  to  take  permits  for  its 
removal  from  place  to  place ;  and  praying 
the  House  to  take  the  case  of  the  Peti- 
tioners into  consideration,  and  to  pass  a 
Bill  for  levying  the  duties  on  sugar  accord- 
ing to  the  scale  suggested  by  the  Commit- 
tee in  the  report  referred  to,  for  repealing 
the  Excise  duty  now  payable  on  British 
plantation  coffee  taken  for  home  consump- 
tion, and  for  removing  the  Excise  regula- 
'{  tions  on  the  sale  and  removal  of  coffee,  or 
to  adopt  such  other  measures,  adequate  to 
the  permanent  relief  of  the  Petitioners  in 
the  premises,  as  to  the  House  may  seem 
neet.'' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
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Pbtitioh  noM  Blackbuxn  xispbct* 
iNG  THE  State  of  Public  Affairs.]  Mr. 
Blackburn  presented  a  Petition  from  se* 
veral  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Blackburn,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  setting  forth, "  That,  m  the  ex* 
ercise  of  those  inestimable  rights  with 
which  the  constitution  of  the  Country  has 
invested  them,  the  Petitioners  venture  to 
lay  before  the  House  their  sentiments  and 
feelmgs  on  subjects  of  the  hiffbest  import* 
ance  to  their  national  and  individual  wel* 
fare ;  and  that  in  the  institution  of  the 
authorities  of  the  House,  the  Petitionera 
behold  that  link  which  unites  them  to  the 
throne,  and  to  the  House,  as  the  Bepre* 
sentatives  of  the  people,  they  direct  their 
confidence  and  expectations ;  the  imme* 
diate  connection  of  the  House  with  those 
whose  suffirages  have  entmsted  to  them 
the  preservation  of  the  interests  of  the  Pe* 
titioners,  naturally  emboldens  them  to 
look  to  their  sympathy  for  commiseration^ 
to  their  wisdom  for  direction,  and  to  their 
measures  for  redress ;  they  will  therefore 
statei  with  respectful  submission,  the  cir« 
cumstances  on  which  their  claims  to  the 
attention  of  the  House  are  founded,  and,  in 
making  this  appeal  to  them,  they  are  per- 
suade<l,  that  not  only  are  their  own  con- 
victions expressed,  but  the  known  undis- 
guised and  avowed  convictions  of  thou* 
sands  in  every  part  of  the  united  empire  ; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  reside  in  the  most 
populous  of  the  manufacturing  counties^ 
and  unhappily  possess  the  means  of  accu- 
rately observing  the  effects  of  protracted 
war  and  restricted  commerce  ;  in  ascer- 
taining those  effects,  it  will  be  sufficient 
for  them  to  state  the  high  price  of  all  the 
necessaries  of  life,  the  unparalleled  and 
long-continued  reduction  of  wages,  the 
frequent  interruptions  of  labour,  the  con- 
sequent difficulty  of  obtaining  a  bare  sub<* 
sistence,  the  rapid  advancement  of  paro- 
chial rates,  the  increasing  deficiencies  in 
the  collection  of  assessed  taxes,  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  little  stores  by  which  the 
more  laborious  and  provident  formerly 
hoped  to  obtain  a  trifling  eleration  above 
absolute  poverty,  the  gradual  disappear- 
ance of  the  middling  classes,  which  are 
fast  melting  down  into  the  lower  orders  of 
the  community,  and  the  certain  prospect 
of  evil  still  more  injurious  to  the  indivi« 
dual  sufferers,  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  at  large ;  these  are  some  of  the 
consequences  of  that  state  of  things  which 
is  so  poignantly  to  be  deplored,  and  the 
caaaes  and  removal  of  tmch,  the  Peti* 
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tioners  pray  that  the  House  will  take  into 
immediate  and    dispassiooate   considera- 
tion; in  thus  adverting  to  the  afflictive 
privations  of  the  poor,  the  Petitioners  by 
no  means  wish  it  to  be  inferred  that  they 
are  the  only  sufferers ;  it  must  be  obvious 
fto  the  House,  that  the  unprecedented  num- 
ber of  failures  and  bankruptcies  in  the 
higher  departments  of  commercial  society, 
and  in  all  its  descending  gradations,  are 
immediately  owing  to  those  causes,  which^ 
in  their  ultimate  but  severest  operation, 
afiect    the    labouring    and    mechanical 
classes;    they   could  easily  amplify  this 
general  statement  by  a  minute  detail  of 
painful  events ;  but  the  members  of  the 
House  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
numerous  and  increasing  accumulation  of 
facts  in  support  of  the  account  which  haa 
been  presented  ;  what  those  causes  atre  to 
which  ^vils  of  such  enormity  and  magni- 
tude may  be  traced,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
ascertain ;  the  Petitioners  submit  that  they 
may  be  discovered  in  the  impolicy  which 
suggested,  adopted,  and  still  continues  un- 
revoked, the  Orders  in  Council,  in  the  ab- 
sence  of  conciliatory  measures  towards 
the  United  States,  and   in  the  want   of 
clear,  prompt,  and  satisfactory  explana- 
tions in  diplomatic  uegociations  with  that 
country;    but  they  are  imperiously  com- 
pelled to  specify  what,  in  their  apprehen- 
sions, is  the  primary  cause  of  their  suffer- 
ings ;    as  natives  of  a  country  professing 
the  Christian  religion,  they  deplore  the 
moral  effects  of  war ;    as  men,  they  la- 
ment the  miseries  of  their  fellow-creatures ; 
as  Britons,  they  feel  convinced  that  war 
is  inimical  to  their  interests ;  that  its  con- 
tinuance is  more  injurious  to  a  commercial 
country,  like  our  6wn,  than  to  one  which 
possesses,  within  itself,  greater  physical 
resources ;    that  the  subjugation  of  the 
enemy  is  more  impracticable  than  ever ; 
and  that  his  power  is  more  firmly  com- 
pacted by  the  opposition  he  has  encoun- 
tered ;   supported  by  these  facts,  in  the 
opinions  they  form  of  the  consequences  of 
the  present  war,  the  Petitioners  feel  the 
most  urgent  solicitude,  arising  from  con- 
victions which  are  every  day  confirmed 
and  increased,  that  the  House  should  di- 
rect its  attention  to  the  revocation  of  those 
decrees,  which,  in  imitation  of  an  ene- 
my's policy,  have  accomplished  the  ob- 
ject of  that  policy  instead  of  their  own, 
and  which,  by  their  continuance,  present 
the  main  obstacle  to  the  amicabUi  adjuit* 
ment  of  difierences  with  America ;    they 
^Iso  submit,  that  the  reftridiona  by  whidh 
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the  East  India  trade  has  been  limited  ta 
an  individual  incorporation,  in  the  metra« 
polis  of  the  kingdom,  should  be  annihi* 
lated  when  the  present  period  of  its  mono- 
poly shall  expire,  and  that,  on  the  princi* 
pies  of  liberal  oeconomy,  the  advantages 
of  that  trade  should  be  enjoyed  without 
exclusion  or  limitation;    but  they  espe« 
cially  entreat  that  measures  towards  the 
pacification  of  Europe  may  become  the 
subjects  of  the  immediate  deliberation  of 
the  House,  who  will  thus  obtain  a  truly 
dignified  elevation  in  being  the  first  to 
sheathe  the  sword  when  no  object  of  utility 
can  be  effected,  when  war  can  be  na 
longer  subservient  to  that  which  is  its  only 
legitimate  object,  the  security  of  peace  ^ 
the  House  will  thus  obtain  at  least  a  tern* 
porary  cessation  to  the  miseries  and  dis« 
tractions  of  a  bleeding  world,  they  will- 
excite  afresh  the  powerful  eqergies  of  a- 
commercial  people,  they  will  furnish  em- 
ployment and  subsistence  to  an  immense 
population  at  home,  they  will  give  stability 
and  consolidation  to  our  colbnial  depen« 
dencies  abroad,  they  will  raise  the  tone  of 
national  character    in  the  estimation  of 
surrounding  countries,  and  connect  the 
remembrance  of  our  pacific  achievementa 
with  the  gratitude  and  attachment  of  miU 
lions  for  whose  weal  they  legislate,  and 
whose  prosperity  is  inseparably  combined 
with  our  own ;    the  Petitioners  are  aware 
that  an  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  sensibility,^ 
or  the  power  of  imagination,  would  be  in« 
congruous,  but  they  humbly  solicit  the 
attention  of   the  House  to    higher  and 
more  definite  principles;   and  that  before 
the  evils  which  now   press  so   severely 
on  the  various  classes  of  society  are  ex- 
tended and  multiplied  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  endurance,  the  Petitioners  beseech 
the  House  to  investigate  their  causes,  to 
ascertain  the  effectual  means  of  counterac<> 
tion,  and,  from  motives  of  policy,  patriot- 
ism, and  justice,  to  administer  the  appro* 
priate  remedies/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

London  Theatre  Bill,]  Ontheorder 
of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  for  erecting  and  maintaining  a  new: 
Theatre  for  Dramatic  Entertainmenta,- 
within  the  Cities  of  London  and  West- 
minster, or  liberties  thereof, 

Mr.  Whubread  requested  that  the  noble 
lord  who  had  the  conduct  of  the  measure, 
would  put  off  the  second  reading  until 
Monday,  in  order  to  eive  an  oppovtunity 
for  a  right  hoiu  fnend  of  bis.  (Mr.  Shen* 
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dan)  who  was  inditpoted,  to  b«i  present  at 
tftie  ditcussion. 

Lord  OuuUum  replied,  that  he  did  not 
feel  authorised  to  postpone  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  must  therefore 
mofe  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  PtUT  Moore  TOW  io  gife  hisdecided 
negative  to  the  motion.     He  was  fully 
prepared  to  say,  that  no  adequate  ground 
whatever  had  been  laid  for  the  proposi- 
tioa  now  submitted.    It  had  been  said, 
that  the  population  was  greatly  increased, 
but  it  could  be  proved  that  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  theatres  had  more  than  cor- 
Ksponded  with  the  real  increase  in  the 
number  of  play-going  people.  An  account 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  would 
even  shew  that  this  number  of  late  had 
diminished,  while  on  the  contrary  the  ex- 
pences  of  representation  had  greatly  aug- 
mented.    But  there  were  other  objections 
to  the  Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  ivent  to  super- 
sede the  royal    prerogative  of  granting 
licences  for    dramatic    exoibition.     'Ihe 
patents  now  existing  had  been  granted  for 
national  purposes,  and   ought  to  be  de- 
fended against  the  encroachments  of  those 
who,  on  the  plea  of  an  increased  popula- 
tion, were  only  seeking  their  own  private 
advantage.     He  concluded  by   moving, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  fix  months. 

Lord  OstuUion  supported  the  Bill  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length,  but  in  a  tone 
of  voice  altogether  inaudible. 

Sir  T.  Turion  opposed  the  Bill,  as  ill- 
timed,  when  Drury-lane  was  rising  like  a 
phoenix  from  its  ashes.  The  delay  men- 
tioned in  the  amendment,  could  not  go  the 
length  of  rejecting  totally  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  but  would  give  the  House  time  to 
see,  whether  or  no  the  public  would  be 
Well  accommodated  at  Drury-lane ;  and 
in  case  that  establishment  did  not  answer 
the  expectations  which  had  been  formed, 
then  he  firmly  believed,  that  the  Bill 
would  not  want  support  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  new  speculations  in  theatres,  or 
any  thing  else ;  but,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  framers  of  the  Bill  had 
grounded  their  6rst  application  on  the 
improbability  of  Drury-lane  being  ever 
rebuilt,  but  now  the  progress  in  the  re- 
construction had  surpassed  the  most  san- 
guine expectations.  He  should,  in  conse- 
quence, vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  maintained  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  vast  metropolis  had  a 
right  to  be  amply  provided  with  rational 
(VOL.XXIL) 
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amusements,  which  was  not,  nor  could  not 
be  the  case  under  the  present  system  of 
monopoly.  Indeed,  the  present  monopo- 
lists had  completely  over-shot  their  mark 
in  their  anxiety  to  accommodate  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  spectators. 
They  had  built  play-houses,  in  which  a 
great  many  could  see,  but  no  onef  could 
hear.  The  consequence  was,  that  we  could 
no  longer  enjoy  those  admirable  perform- 
ances which  had  been  the  delight  of  our 
ancestors,  and  were  favourable  to  morals. 
Instead  of  them  we  had  dogs,  elephants 
and  horses  introduced  on  the  stage,  to  the 
disgust  of  every  rational  man.  Another 
objection  to  theatrical  monopoly  was,  want 
of  encouragement  for  meritorious  per- 
formers. Now  for  instance,  that  Covent- 
garden  was  the  only  national  theatre,  no 
man,  whatever  might  be  his  merit,  could 
expect  to  be  admitted  into  the  company, 
if  the  line  of  his  profession  interfered  with 
the  parts  allottea  to  Mr.  Kemble,  and  in 
that  case  country  theatres  were  his  only 
resources :  on  these  grounds  he  would 
give  his  hearty  assent  to  th**  Bill,  or  to  any 
Bill  for  increasing  the  number  of  places  of 
rational  amusements  which  he  considered 
as  conducive  to  good  morals. 

Mr.  Wfdtbread  was  sorry  that  the  noble 
lord  could  not  con^^ent  to  put  oti'  his  mo- 
tion, during  the  indispoMtion  of  hU  right 
hon  friend,  who  was  so  much  interested  in 
the  question.  He  owned  that  he  was,  as 
he  had  been  represented  by  the  noble  lord/ 
a  most  zealous  promoter  oi  the  re-building 
of  Drury-lane,  solely  through  motives  of 
friendship,  and  of  course  he  might  be  na- 
turally expected  to  oppose  the  present 
Bill.  In  the  arduous  task  he  had  thus 
undertaken,  he  had,  however,  received 
some  encouragement  from  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  and 
provided  Drury-lane  could  be  built  in  the 
commodious  waj'  recommended  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  which  he  hoped 
should  be  the  case,  he  trusted  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  recommend  him  some 
of  those  excellent  tragedians,  which,  ac- 
cording to  him,  were  so  easy  to  be  found, 
and  which  he  probably  kept  behind  the 
curtain  until  proper  encouragement  should 
be  offered.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  com- 
plained, that  in  many  pnrts  of  the  town, 
people  were  too  far  from  the  theatre. 
This  objection  might  be  pushed  a  great 
way  indeed,  perhaps  as  far  as  to  furnish  a 
theatre  to  each  particular  individual. 
Three  years  ago  the  House  was  petitioned 
for  a  third  theatre^  the  petitions  were  then 
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referred  to  tbe  crown,  and  their  claims, 
af^er  being  considered  by  tbe  Priry  Coun- 
cil, were  rejected.  Last  year  the  peti- 
tioners came  again  to  the  House,  on  tbe 
pretext  that  there  was  little  or  no  chance 
of  tbe  restoration  of  Drury-lane  theatre. 
If  they  would  agree  to  wait  another  ses- 
Biotig  should  that  theatre  be  not  then  com- 
pleted and  open,  he  certainly  would  wave 
all  bis  objections  to  this  d\\\,  and  vote 
neither  the  one  way  or  tbe  other.  If  this 
Bill  should  now  pass,  though  it  might  not 
preyenty  vet  it  would  probably  seem  to 
retard  the  full  restoration  of  tbe  old 
theatre.  It  would  tend  to  shake  tbe  confi- 
dence of  tbe  public,  and  renew  the  diffi* 
culties  from  which  they  bad  been  recently 
extricated.  They  bad  already  advanced 
a  great  way,  and  there  were  but  very  few 
outstanding  claims  which  were  not  in  a 
train  of  being  satisfied.  His  noble  friend 
had,  be  was  sorry  to  say,  refused  to  give 
the  very  short  delay  of  postponing  bis 
motion  till  Monday  next,  when  be  might 
expect  the  attendance  of  a  right  bon. 
gentleman  peculiarly  interested  in  tbe 
question.     He  bad  not,  however,  to  com* 

Elain  of  any  gentlemen  within  those  walls, 
ut  he  bad  to  quarrel  with  those  who  bad 
circulated  gross  misrepresentations  with* 
out,  affecting  to  know  that  of  which  they 
were  quite  ignorant,  and  perverting  what 
they  did  know.  If  the  persons  who  were 
now  speculating  in  a  third  theatre  should 
succeed  in  their  application,  he  had  no 
doubt  they  would  zealously  oppose  afourth, 
and  talk  of  the  violation  of  tnat  property 
which  bad  been  embarked  under  tbe  sanc- 
tion of  parliament.  With  respect  to  what 
had  been  said,  as  to  a  redundancy  of  po- 
pulation, be, presumed  it  would  not  be 
said  that  the  theatres  were  not  large 
enough  to  receive  tbe  inhabitants  of  those 
parts  to  which  they  lay  contiguous.  But 
the  terms  of  the  Bill  implied  the  whole 
extent  of  London  and  Westminster.  Were 
they  sure  that  the  city  of  London  would 
permit  the  erection  within  their  precincts, 
or  was  it  purposed  to  build  it  in  the  parish 
ofMarybone.  He  apprehended  that  neither 
was  tbe  case,  and  that  if  built  at  all,  this 
third  theatre  would  be  built  in  some  situa- 
tion not  far  removed  from  tbe  scite  of  the 
old  ones. .  The  bon.  gentleman  who  pre- 
ceded him,  had  cast  an  imputation  on  Mr. 
Kemble,  which  was  altogether  unde- 
served. He  believed  that  be  bad  never 
been  guilty  of  suppressing  any  talents, 
distinguished  as  his  own  were  among  the  | 
first  that  had  ever  adorned  his  profession.  I 


With  respect  to  tbe  introduction  of  horses 
and  elephants,  was  it  not  notorious,  that 
the  taste  of  the  people  must  be  followed 
sometimes  as  well  as  guided  ?  Were  not 
the  same  complaints  and  censures  niade  in 
the  Augustan  sera  itself,  and  did  we  not 
find  Horace  satirizing  tbe  introduction  of 
the  very  animal  lately  exhibited.  '  Sive 
'  Elepbas  albas  vulgi  converteret  ora/ 
The  greatest  actor  that  ever  lived,  Mr. 
Garrick,  had  resorted  to  tbe  same  expe« 
dients,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  foreotten 
that  Mr.  Kemble  had  done  much  ror  tbe 
stage  in  reviving  many  of  our  bestdramiu, 
and  particularly  those  of  Shakespeare,  in' ft 
style  of  unusual  taste  and  splendour.  Ai 
an  example  he  might  advert  to  a  pla^  n6w 
acting,  in  which  he  himself  perfornied  th(^ 
principal  character  with  an  esce)len<fe 
which,  if  equalled,  had  never  been  snr* 
passed.  It  had  been  said  that  youqg  ciAis* 
didates  for  dramatic  honours  wei^.  iibt 
fairly  treated.  He  was  disposed  to  thidk 
that  if  no  monopoly  existed,  and  ho  lithlt 
to  the  increase  of  theatres,  the  ambitS(6il 
or  vanity  natural  to  new  performers  #0!iM 
lead  them  all  to  assume  principal  cHkhl(i<* 
ters,  and  that  we  should  have  as  tosn^'¥ 
Hamlets  as  we  could  desire  at  4/.  a  week 
instead  of  20/.  Tbe  consequence  liitist  be, 
that  #e  should  have  many  bad  actofti  ftfad 
not  one  good  play.  Under  all  these  cbil- 
siderations,  he  should  support  the'iiiotibn 
for  deferring  the  Bill  to  this  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  Browne  supported  the  Bill,  kAi 
thought  that  those  interested  in  Dirnry- 
lane  theatre  opposed  this  application  with 
a  very  bad  grace,  when  it  was  considered 
how  much  parliament  had  done  for  thetn, 
to  get  them  out  of  their  embarrassments. 
Their  monopoly  alone  would  not  hare 
enabled  them  to  re>build  their  theatre,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  tbe  assistance  of  par* 
liament. 

Tbe  House  then  divided  on  the  amend- 
ment, for  postponing  tbe  second  reading 
to  this  day  six  months,  which  was  caririett 
by  a  majority  of  5 S  to  35. 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting 
A  Provision  for  the  Princesses.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  presented 
tbe  following  Message  from  the  Prince 
Regent : 

"  George  P.  JR. 

"  His  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty,  thinks  it  necessary  to  ac- 
quaint the  HoQse  of  Commons,  that  in 
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Ktuaiice  of  the  powers  vetted  in  bit 
,  jesty,  by  two  acts  passed  in  the  18th 
mid  39tb  years  of  his  present  Miyes* 
ty's  reign,  his  Majesty  was  graciously 
pleased^  by  letters  patent,  bearing  date 
the  2d  of  February  1802,  to  grant  to  their 
royal  highnesses  the  princesses  Augusta- 
Sophia,  Elizabeth,  Mary  »Sophia^  and  Ame- 
lia, am  aqiiuity  of  30,000/.  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  and  subject  to  the  limitations 
of  the  said  acts,  which  grant  was  to  take 
tSdd  from  the  demise  of  his  Majesty; 
aod  his  Royal  Highness  being  desirous,  in 
the  present  situation  of  the  royal  family, 
to  be  empowered  to  provide  for  the  esta- 
blisbment  of  their  royal  highnesses  the 
Princesses,  by  an  immediate  grant,  re- 
commends to  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
take  the  subject  into  their  consideration, 
and  to  enable  his  Boyal  Highness  to  make 
soch  provision  for  their  royal  high- 
nesses  the  Princesses,  as  in  the  liberality 
of  parliament  may  be  thought  suitable  to 
the  actual  situation  of  the  Princesses,  and 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  time. 

"  G.  P.  A" 
Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
CO  Monday. 

PmiTSNTiAEY  House  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  this 
Bill, 

Mr.  Kenrick  moved  an  instruction  to  the 
Committee,  that  provision  should  be  made, 
that  persons  convicted  of  felony,  without 
benefit  of  clergy,  should  be  kept  to  hard 
labour. 

Mr.  Hofford  rose,  in  consequence  of  in- 
formation he  had  received,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  oppose  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
He  entered  into  a  minute  examination  of 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Bentham,  which,  be  con- 
tended, was  wholly  inadequate  to  the  ob- 
ject ;  and  be  drew  a  comparison  between 
it  and  the  scheme  he  had  the  honour  of 
proposing  to  the  House  this  session.  He 
dwelt  particularly  on  the  benefits  likely  to 
result  irom  the  management  being  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  instead  of 
an  individual  controulable  only  by  the 
court  of  KingVbench. 

Sir  S-  KomUiy  lamented  that  the  subject 
should  be  discussed  in  so  thin  a  House. 
One  of  his  principal  objections  to  the  plan 
now  suggested  had  been  removed,  namely, 
that  the  institution  was  calculated  tt  re- 
ceive so  few  oiTenders.  Still,  however, 
the  objects  to  which  it  was  to  apply  were 
too  much  restricted,  as  criminals  convicted. 
in  Londop  and  Middlesex  fvere  only  tp  be 


received.  He  admitted  that  the  manage- 
ment being  left  to  a  committee  was  pre- 
ferable, but  still  the  public  ought  to  possess 
a  full  right  of  inspection  and  controul. 
He  would  not  now  enter  fully  into  Mr. 
Bentham'^  pl^n,  but  it  was  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  lightly  as  it  had  been  spoken 
of,  it  had  on  mature  deliberation  been  ap* 
proved  of  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  by  lord  Melville. 
He  had  only  recommended  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Bentham  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  on  account  of  the  advantages  it  had 
over  other  plans  of  a  similar  nature,  on 
account  of  its  superior  economy,  and  the 
prospect  it  held  out  of  furnishing  the  con- 
victs with  employment  when  the  term  of 
their  imprisonment  expired.  In  support 
of  the  utility  of  prisons  being  subjected  to 
public  inspection,  he  referred  to  a  recent 
work  of  Mr.  Neild's,  which  disclosed 
practices  on  the  part  of  gaolers  and  others, 
that  could  not  take  place  if  the  public  eye 
had  been  upon  them  ;  for  he  believed  in 
every  case,  that  there  were  no  inspectors 
or  guardians  so  good  as  the  public  them- 
selves. With  regard  to  the  erection  of 
Penitentiary  Houses,  he  believed  he  might 
advert  to  tne  warm  and  zealous  support 
with  which  such  a  plan  had  been  main- 
tained by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas ;  at 
least  if  he  was  wrong,  he  saw  a  right  hon, 
gentleman  in  his  place  who  could  set  him 
right.  He  wishea  that  the  Bill  might  not 
be  committed  that  evening,  on  account  of 
the  thinness  of  the  House,  and  that  mem- 
bers might  have  an  opportunity  of  fully 
possessing  themselves  of  its  object ;  and 
he  should  therefore  move  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  House  should  go  into  a  Committee 
upon  it  on  Wednesday  the  15th  of  April. 

Mr.  Long  observed,  in  reply  to  the  re- 
ference of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  that 
certainly  no  person  was  more  anxioustbaa 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  some  plan  similar  to  that 
now  proposed,  should  be  adopted.  Mr. 
Dundas  was  also  of  the  same  opinion,  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  wer^ 
particularly  attached  to  Mr.  Bentham's 
plan,  (which  though  it  had  many  good 
parts,  and  contained  much  that  might  be 
adopted)  it  was  impossible  any  person 
could  wholly  approve,  who  had  attentively 
examined  it. 

Mr.  /Ibercromby  spoke  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Bentham*8  plan,  though  he  had  never  re- 
commended its  unqualified  adoption.  He 
would  vote  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
against  proceeding  farther  that  night,  and 
hoped  he  would  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  subject. 
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Mr.  Secrietary  Ryder  stated  his  objec- 
tions to  various  parts  of  Mr.  Bentham's 
plan.  He  strongly  opposed  the  amend- 
ment>  pn  account  of  the  delay  it  would 
occasion.  He  was  desirous  of  making  the 
plan  as  perfect  as  possible  ;  but  he  could 
see  no  advantage  likely  to  result  from 
postponing  the  Committee  on  the  Bill*  as 
he  conceived  the  thinness  of  the  House 
was  to  be  in  a  great  measure  ascribed  to  a 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  members  absent, 
that  to  attend  on  this  occasion  was  unne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  WObaforce  gave  his  testimony  to  the 
.value  of  Mr.  Bentham's  plan,  not  indeed 
without  amendments,  which  it  had  ever 
courted,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  con- 
sidered as  pretending  to  perfection.  He 
particularly  eulogised  that  part  of  it  which 
provided  for  the  restoration  of  the  crimi- 
nal to  society  in  a  manner  which  would 
not,  as  it  were,  compel  him  to  a  renewal 
of  his  vicious  courses.  He  trusted  this 
system  would  put  an  end  to  transportation, 
except  for  life,  to  those  whom  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  banish  altogether  from  their 
countrymen. 

Mr.  Baihurst  was  against  any  further 
postponement.  It  had  appeared,  from  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  that  the  situation 
of  the  felons  in  the  several  gaols  of  the  me- 
tropolis called  for  the  most  prompt  atten- 
.tion.  He  objected  to  the  plan  of  making  the 
prisoners  a  public  spectacle,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  had  a  tendency  to  defeat  the 
main  object,  namely,  that  of  affording 
them  every  opportunity  of  solitary  reflec* 
tion  upon  the  nature  of  their  offences,  and 
the  justice  of  their  punishment. 

Mr.  C,  Adams  supported  the  amendment, 
fin  ihe  ground  of  the  absence  of  many 
hon.and  legal  members  on  the  assizes, 
whose  opinions  it  would  be  satisfactory  to 
receive  on  this  question. 

Mr.  IK  Stnith  saw  no  inconvenience  in 
putting  it  off  for  so  short  a  period  as  that 
proposed  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 

The  House  divided  on  the  amendment. 

For  the  Amendment  18 

Against  it    35 

Majority —17 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee^  jn  which  the  various  cUnjises 
of  the  Bill  underwent  a  discussion. 

The  House  having  resumed,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Admiralty  Registrab's  Bill.]  Mr. 
Henry  Martin  rose,  agreeably  to  the  motice 
]which  b«  had  repeatedly   ranewed«   to 
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move  for  leave  to  bring  in  two  Bills  for 
regulating  the  Offices  of  Registrar  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  of  Remem* 
brancer  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  At 
he  understood  that  his  motion  for  leave  io 
bring  in  these  Bills  was  not  to  be  opposed, 
he  should  state  nothing  farther  as  to  the 
necessity  of  them  at  present  His  object 
was  to  assimilate  the  OfRces  of  Registrar 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  deputy 
Remembrancer  of  Exchequer,  as  far  as  the 
custody  of  the  money  belonging  to  suitors 
in  those  courts  was  concerned,  to  the  Of- 
fice of  Receiver-Greneral  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  He  accordingly  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  Of« 
fice  of  Registrar  of  the  High  Court  of  Ad* 
miralty^  as  far  as  concerned  the  custody 
of  the  money  of  suitors  in  that  Court;  also, 
for  leave  to  brine  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the 
Office  of  Deputy  Remembrancer  of  Exche- 
quer, in  as  far  as  concerned  the  custody  of 
the  money  belonging  to  suitors  in  that 
Court. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  no  wish  to  oppose  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  Bills.  He  should  mark  the  progress 
of  the  Bills,  however,  through  the  House, 
and  should  take  an  opportunity  of  propos- 
ing clauses  granting  compensations  to  the 
persons  who  were  at  present  in  possession 
of  the  offices  referred  to,  without  which 
he  could  not  consent  to  the  Bills  now  pro- 
posed passing  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Martin  said,  he  should  be  prepared 
to  meet  the  right  hon.  gentleman  on  this 
subject,  whenever  the  proper  stage  for 
doing  so  should  arise. 

Leave  was  accordingly  given  to  bring 
in  the  said  Bills. 
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Monday,  March  23. 

Provision  for  the  Princesses.]  The 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  Prince  Regent's  Message  on  the 
above  subject  being  read  : 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  an  Address  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  on  the  occasion.  He  observed, 
that  in  a  case  such  as  that  before  their 
lordships,  he  felt  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  call  their  attention  but  very  generally 
to  it.  He  felt  confident  it  must  be  the  in- 
tention of  parliament  to  enable  his  Royal 
Highness  to  make  a  due  and  suitable  pro- 
vision for  the  illustrious  personages  ad- 
verted to  in  the  Message*    The  more  to 


1053  ^^*  amnerfi  Dtfakutkm. 

when  the  present  pecaliar  situation  of 
those  illostriotis  ladies^  and  their  exempla- 
ry condact  upon  eTery  occasion,  were 
considered  by  parliament  and  by  the  cdnn* 
try.     Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  he  felt  assured  there  must  exist  an 
anxioos'd^ire  thatsnch  a  proTision  should 
be  made  for  them  as  was  deemed  suitable 
and  adequate  for  the  occasion.    The  Ad- 
dress, which  he  should  more  for  the  con- 
currence of  their  lordships,  would  not  go 
to  pledge  the  House  to  any  specific  grant ; 
yet  he  was  aware  it  might  be  desirable  on 
this  occasion,  that  he  should,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  noble  lords,  state  the  nature  of 
the  grant  which  it  was  proposed  to  bring 
under    the  consideration  of  parliament. 
Their  lordships   were  aware,   from  the 
commanication    of  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  as  the  law  now  stood,  the  sum  of 
90,000/.  per  annum  was  appropriated  for 
.  the  porpoM  in  question,  but  this  was  not  to 
take  place  until  the  demise  of  his  Majesty. 
From  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  a  new 
arrangement  and  farther  proTision  became 
necessary.     What  it  was  proposed  now  to 
do  would  take  place  immediately,  and 
in  addition  to  the  sum  he  had  mentioned. 
According  to  the  pending  arrangement, 
that  sum  dirldrd  between  the  four  Prin> 
cesses  would  yield  an  annuity  of  between 
7  and  8,000/.  to  each,  and  in  case  of  a  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  those  illustrious 
personages  to  be  provided  for,  that  income 
would  beso  divided,  that  if  three  remained, 
each  Princess  would  have  10,000/.  a  year; 
and  the  same  sum  to  each,  if  reduced  to 
two  ;  but  in  case  only  one  should  remain, 
then  the  annuity  to  such  remaining  prin- 
cess would  be  only  12,000/.      It  was  now 
proposed,  forthwith,  to  increase  this  pend- 
ing annuity  of  between  seven  and  8,000/. 
to  9,000/.  a  year  each,  subject  still  to  the 
adyantages  of  survivorship,  by  extending 
it  to  the  sum  of  10,000/.  in  case  of  reduc- 
tion to  three  or  to  two ;  but  in  case  one  only 
should  remain,  then  the  annuity  not  to  ex- 
ceed 12,000/.    The  operation  of  the  mea- 
sure would  be  to  render  the  pending  ar- 
rangement   immediate,    and   to  increase 
the  respectiye  amounts  from  between  7 
and  8,000/.  per  annum  to  9,000/.    This 
was  the  general  outline  of  what  was  pro- 
posed.     And  as  it  was  not  competent  to 
that  House  to  originate  a^.measure  of  the 
kind,  the  Address  he  should  move  would 
be  of  a  general  nature,  not  pledging  the 
House  to  any  specific  sum.    The  noble 
Secretary  concluded  by  movinff  an  Ad- 
dress to  tbat  effisct,  and  assuriog  his  Boyal 
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Highness  of  the  cheerful  concurrence  of 
their  lordships  in  measures  to  enable  hini 
to  make  the  desired  proTision. 

Earl  Gnmfenor  certainly  did  not  mean 
to  oppose  the  grant.  He  only  wished  to 
know  out  of  what  fund  it  was  to  be  paid. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  answered,  that  it 
was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fond. 

The  Earl  of  Eaex  expressed  his  wish  to 
be  informed,  whether  in  the  Bill  which  it 
was  intended  to  introduce  on  the  occasion, 
it  was  proposed  to  make  any  arrangement 
with  respect  to  the  provision  of  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  ? 

The  Earl  of  Uoerpool  observed,  that  he 
had  receiyed  no  commands  from  his  Royal 
Highness  on  the  occasion,  and  that  the  Mes« 
sage  before  their  lordships  had  merely  re« 
ference  to  the  establishment  of  their  royal 
hiffhnesses  the  Princesses. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  Ad* 
dress  agreed  to  nem.  tUs, 

Mk.  Chinnbrt's  Defalcation.]  Earl 
Qrotoenor  rose  to  request,  that  the  noble 
Secretary  would  give  the  House  some  in* 
formation  relative  to  the  failure  of  the 
First  Clerk  of  the  Treasury  :  and  it  would 
depend  upon  the  answer  he  should  receive^ 
whether  be  should,  at  some  other  time, 
make  a  motion  on  the  subject.  The  affair 
was  one  of  the  very  first  importance. 
The  defalcation,  at  the  yery  lowest  state- 
ment of  it,  was  not  less  than  lOfiOOL  He 
should  not,  perhaps,  have  called  their 
lordships'  attention  to  the  matter  in  this 
way,  had  this  been  an  unique  case ;  but 
when  they  saw  the  same  frauds  taking 
place  on  other  occasions,  in  the  Ordnance 
Department,  and  elsewhere,  it  was  not  a 
subject  to  be  passed  over  lightly.  These 
frauds  had  now  extended  to  the  Treasury 
itself,  which  ought  to  be  particularly 
yigilant  against  all  frauds  or  this  kind. 
Still,  however,  he  might  not  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  mention  the  subject  in 
this  manner,  had  it  not  been  that  this  per^ 
son  had  been  long  living  in  habits  of  extra- 
vagance, so  that  people  were  surprised  how 
a  person  in  his  situation  should  have  been 
able  to  expend  such  large  sums  in  build- 
ings, and  other  projects.  This,  therefore, 
was  not  a  common  case,  in  which  a  default 
might  have  taken  place  without  exciting 
any  previous  suspicion.  Here  the  suspi- 
cions  of  the  Treasury  ought  to  have  been 
roused,  and  then  much  of  the  money 
might  have  been  saved.  The  person  in 
question  had  been  a  protege  of  a  rigbf 
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hon*  genlleiBiMni  now  Vice-President  of 
Ibe  Board  of  Tf^e  (Mr.  Bote)  whose 
eyes,  it  might  be  imagined.  8iH>uld  bftve 
Iteen  open  to  his  piiooeedings.. 
.  The  £arl  of  Lmrpoo/  observed,  that  their 
lordships  must  be  sure  he  could  not  regu- 
larly aiibrd  any  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  transaction  referred  to  was  one 
between  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  and 
one  of  the  Clerks  of  that  department ;  the 

Sroceedings  were  of  some  notoriety*  aod 
y  the  extent  that  was  issued,  a  consider- 
ate sum  had  been  obtained.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly competent  to  the  noble  earl  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  subject  if 
be  thought  proper  ;  and  it  would  be  for 
the  House  to  consider  how  far  such  mo- 
tion could  be  entertained. 

Orders  in  Council.]  Earl  FiiuoiUiam 
addressed  a  few  observations  to  the  House 
with  reference  to  this  subject.  He  said 
he  should  have  several  petitions  to  present 
from  manufJEicturers  and  other  commercial 

Sersons,  complaining  of  the  ii^rious  and 
estructive  consequences  resulting  to  then* 
interests  from  the  Orders  in  Council :  and 
that,  when  these  petitions  should  be  before 
the  House,  he  should  feel  it  incumbent  on 
}iim,  to  come  forward  with  a  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  so  injurious  a  system. 

East  India  Company's  Charter.] 
Earl  Grey  observed,  that  under  the  circum- 
etances  of  the  case,  he  felt  that  the  atten- 
tion of  parliament  should  be  speedily  di* 
rooted  to  another  topic  of  the  highest  im- 
portance. He  meant  the  affairs  of  India, 
and  the  approaching  expiration  of  the 
Company's  charter.  In  this  view  he  had 
lo  express  his  surprise,  that  not  a  single  do- 
cument had  yet  been  laid  on  the  table  by 
ministers.  What  he  principally  rose  for 
was  to  ask  whether  they  meant  to  bring  on 
Ibis  great  and  important  subject  in  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  present  session  ;  and 
4o  know  their  opinion  whether,  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session,  there  would  be 
adequate  time  for  the  due  consideration  of 
•o  extensive  and  important  a  question. 

Xiord  MelvUie  stated,  that  it  certainly 
was  intended  to  bring  forward  the  subject 
adverted  to,  in  the  present  session  of  par- 
liament. He  had  also  to  state,  that  a  dis 
cussion  was  going  on  between  the  Court  of 
Siret  tors  and  government  on  the  subject ; 
and  he  had  little  doubt  but  soon  after  the 
recess  it  would  be  produced.  With  re- 
spect to  what  the  noble  earl  had  stated  as 
.to  the  time  the  remainder  of  the  session 


would  afibrd,  it  was  highly  probable  that 
full  as  much  time  would  be  allowed  for  the 
discussion  as  was  allowed  on  the  last  qccar 
sion  the  subject  was  under  the  considera* 
tion  of  parliament  It  was  at  that  time 
the  latter  end  of  April  when  it  was  brought 
forward.  Tbeir  lordships  would  recollect 
tbat  a  comi^ittee  of  the  other  House  had 
the  stttdect  loog  under  their  considera* 
tion ;  and  he  was  confident  that  noblf 
lords  would  be  amply  and  satisfactorily  in* 
formed  on  the  subiect. 

The  Earl  of  LaiuUrdak  concurred  in  the 
opinion  of  his  noble  friend,  that  the  subject 
ought  to  have  been  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  parliament  at  an  earlier  period. 
The  noble  viscount  said,  that  as  much  time 
as  possible  would  be  allowed  for  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  subject,  but  there  was  not 
the  least  resemblance  between  the  casc^  ap 
it  at  this  time  presented  itself,  and  as  it  |he<i 
stood.  At  tihat  time  they  were  to  believe 
that  the  East  India  trade  could  bf  only 
carried  on  through  a  very  extensive  capi* 
ti|l,  and  preferably,  by  a  joint  stock  com- 
pany. Now  it  was  carried  on  by  a  com* 
pany  who  avowedly  had  no  capital  aft 
all.  He  was  afraid  there  was  no  resem- 
blance between  the  cases.  A  negociation, 
it  was  said,  was  carrying  on  between  go- 
vernment and  the  company,  but  he  would 
ask,  were  the  government  and  the  coni- 
pany  the  only  parties  ?  Were  not  the  die* 
tressed  pianufacturing  and  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  country  to  be  consulted  ao^ 
attende4  to  ? 

Lord  MehoUk  said,  he  should  not  be 
provoked  by  any  thing  which  bad  fallen 
from  the  noble  earl  to  enter  into  a  prema- 
ture diacussion  of  topics  not  regularly  be- 
fore the  Hoiise*  When  the  subject  shpold 
be  before  the  public  and  parliament,  he 
would  answer,  and  be  trusted  suocetsfolly, 
the  arguments  of  the  noble  earl. 
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Pbtition  from  Preston  respecting 
Peace,  Parliamentary  Keform,  4cc.] 
Lord  Stanley  presented  a  Petition  from 
several  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Preston,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, setting  forth, 

''  That  the  major  part  of  the  Petitioners 
are  actually  sufitring,  and  all  of  them  are 
compelled  to  see  many  thousands  of  their 
fellow-townsmen  and  neiKhboors  suffer 
great  hardships,  for  want  of  the  commonest 
necessaries  oi  Ufcj  wJbioh  it  it  mot  in  th«ir 
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power^  by  all  the  exertions  they  can  use, 
to  procure  for  theDiselreB  and  families^  as 
the  House  will  readily  believe,  when  the 
Petitioners  assure  them  (as  indeed  was 
proved  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament,)  that  the 
wages  of  a  respectable  body  of  artisans 
resident  in  that  once  flourishing  town 
and  the  neighboorhood  are  less  by  more 
than  one  half  of  what  they  were  prerioasly 
to  the  war  with  France,  which  began  in 
the  year  1793,  whilst  the  price  of  every 
necessary  article  of  subsistence  has  risen 
since  that  time  in  more  than  a  twofold 
proportion ;  and  that,  in  the  humble  judg- 
ment of  the  Petitioners,  these  and  like  dis- 
tresses, to  which  most  of  them,  as  well  as 
a  large  portion  of  their  beloved  country- 
men, are  at  this  time  subjected,  are  attri- 
butable, as  an  ipamediate  cause  to  the  war 
ia  which  the  country  is  at  present  en- 
gaged ;  the  Petitioners,  therefore,  are 
most  anxious  that  if  there  exist  any  possi- 
bility of  obuining  a  peace,  consistently 
with  our  honour  and  security,  negocia- 
liona  may  be  immediately  entered  into  for 
tbe  atuinment  of  this  desirable  object ; 
tb\§  anxiety,  however,  they  beg  to  assure 
the  House,  is  not  created  m  them  by  any 
dre^  of  the  enemy ;  but  being  unacquaint- 
ed with  any  desihible  object,  to  the  attain- 
ment of  which  a  prosecution  of  the  war 
will  be  conducive,  they  are  desirous  that 
no  opportunity  may  be  omitted  of  entering 
into  negociations  for  the  restoration  of  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  amity ;  and  that  in 
the  humble  opinion  of  the  Petitioners,  the 
primary  and  principal  causes  of  the  evils 
tbey  have  enumerated,  and  of  many  others 
which  they  are  unwilling  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  recital  of,  are  to  be  found  in 
the  admitting  into  the  House  of  persons 
sent  from  old  and  decayed  boroughs,  who 
are,  in  most  cases,  returned  at  the  instiga^ 
gation  of  ministers  of  the  crown,  or  peers 
of  the  realm,  contrary  to  the  express  tenor 
of  our  laws  and  constitution  ;  and  in  the 
admittance  also  into  the  House  of  many 
minor  placemen  and  pensioners,  who  have 
an  interest  different,  and,  in  most  cases,  in 
opposition  to  the  great  body  of  the  Com- 
mons of  the  United  Kingdom,  whom  they 
ought  to  represent ;  and  praying,  that  the 
House  will,  iu  its  great  wisdom,  recom- 
mend to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, that  all  possible  means  may  be 
adopted,  consistently  with  the  national 
honour  and  security,  of  restoring  to  his 
Majesty's  faithful  subjects  the  blessings  of 
peace ;  and  likewise  the  Petitioners  most 


hambly  pray  that  the  House  will,  as  early 
as  possible,  take  into  their  consideratiosi 
the  present  state  of  the  representation  of 
the  Commons  in  parliament;  and  they 
have  full  confidence  that  the  House  will 
readily  discover  a  means  of  reforming  the 
many  abuses  which  the  Petitioners  <;annot 
doubt  the  House  is  well  aware  exist  m  this 
particular/' 
Ordered  to  tie  upon  the  table. 

Breach  of  Peivilicd— Complaint  bi^ 
sPECTiNo  A  Witness  bbimo  arbbstsd,] 
Mr.  Eden  made  a  complaint  against  a  per^ 
ton  of  the  name  of  Hindson,  an  officer  of 
the  sheriff  of  Surrey,  for  having  arrested  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Campbell,  who  was 
on  his  way  to  be  examined  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House.  The  hon.  member 
stated,  that  he  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  transports.  It  being 
necessary  to  examine  Mr.  Campbell,  he  on 
Friday  issued  his  precept,  requiring  hii 
attendance,  and  that  person  was  in  ob^ 
dience  to  that  precept,  on  his  way  to  the 
committee  room,  when  he  was  arrested  by 
Hindson,  Campbell  shewed  the  officer  the 
precept,  but  the  latter  disregarded  the 
order  and  carried  him  to  a  place  of  con- 
finement, where  he  now  remained.  In 
such  case,  the  hon.  member  observed,  h^ 
should  follow  the  practice  which  was 
adopted  on  similar  occasions,  and  which 
was  also  recognised  by  the  judges  of  the 
courts  below,  who  always  protected  wit- 
nesses in  going  and  coming  to  their  courts, 
and  move,  "  That  Richard  Hindson, 
officer  of  the  sheriff  of  Surrey,  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  do  attend  this  House  to-mor- 
row."— On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Lockhart  apprehended  that  there 
was  no  necessity  to  order  the  attendance 
of  Mr.  Campbell,  as  the  mere  statement 
of  the  matter  of  privilege  to  the  House, 
would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  officer  to 
discharge  him  out  of  custod}' ;  therefore 
all  that  was  necessary  to  be  done  was,  to 
order  the  officer  to  attend  to  answer  the 
complaint. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  course 
of  proceeding  was  so  clear,  that  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  interpose  his  opinion 
before  putting  the  question.  The  course 
proposed  by  the  hon.  mover  was  the  ordi- 
nary parliamentary  course,  namely,  to 
require  the  attendance  of  the  two  parties 
before  the  House— the  one  to  state  the 
cause  and  manner  of  his  arrest,  and  the 
other  to  give  sudi  answer  to  the  charge  as 
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mighit  to  him  leem  proper  for  having  com- 
mitted an  extraordinary  insult  and  out- 
rage on  the  privilege  of  parliament. 

The  Order  for  the  attendance  of  Hind- 
ton  and  Mr.  Campbell  was  then  made  out. 

Petition  from  the  Merchants,  ftc. 
OF  Liverpool  respecting  the  East  In- 
dia Company's  Charter.]  General  Tarle- 
ton  presented  a  Petition  from  the  merchants, 
ship  owners,  tradesmen!  and  other  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Liverpool, 

''  That  the  Petitioners  humbly  beg  leave 
to  represent  to  the  House,  that  by  various 
charters  granted  from  time  to  time  to  the 
East  India  Company,  the  Petitioners  have 
for  a  long  series  of  years  been  restricted 
in  carrying  on  trade,  as  well  with  the  ex- 
tensive possessions  of  the  company  in  the 
East  Indies,  as  with  the  whole  of  the 
islands  and  territories  in  Africa  and  Asia, 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  straits 
of  Magellan,  and  have  thus,  as  the  Peti- 
tioners humbly  conceive,  not  only  been 
prevented  from  exerting  their  mercantile 
skill  and  industry,  and  employing  their 
capital  in  a  manner  the  most  advantageous 
to  their  country  and  to  themselves,  but 
have  been  deprived  of  those  privileges 
which  they  humbly  presume  are  the  com- 
mon birth-right  of  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, the  right  of  carrying  on  a  free  trade 
to  all  parts  of  the  British  empire  and  other 
countries  in  amity  with  the  United  King- 
dom, subject  only  to  such  general  regula- 
tions of  trade  as  the  policy  of  this  country 
may  require,  or  as  may  be  necessary  for 
maintaining  the  relations  of  these  realms 
with  foreign  states,  and  securing  to  govern- 
ment those  revenues  which  may  be  requi- 
site for  its  support ;  and  that  the  Petition- 
ers further  beg  leave  humbly  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  they  cannot  but  regard  all 
monopolies  which  prohibit  the  general 
body  of  the  people  from  carrying  on  trade 
with  any  other  country,  and  in  particular 
the  monopoly  of  the  East  India  Company, 
as  highly  injurious  to  the  general  interests 
of  this  country  at  large,  and  as  greatly 
discouragingthat  commercial  spirit,  which, 
from  the  nature  and  local  situation  of  these 
islands,  is  indispensable  to  their  prospe* 
rity,  and  upon  which  their  security  at  this 
moment  essentially  depends :  and  that 
the  Petitioners  having  therefore  assembled 
together  in  a  general  meeting,  have  re- 
solved to  appeal  for  a  redress  of  this  their 
grievance  to  the  House,  in  the  humble, 
but  contident  hope,  that  they  will  consider 
the  protection  of  the  equal  rights  of  his 


Majesty's  subjects  to  a  free  trade,  and  the 
extension  of  an  honourable,  just  and  legiti- 
mate commerce,  as  amongst  the  first  and 
most  important  objects  of  legislative  regu- 
lation ;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will 
be  pleased  to  take  this  subject  into  their 
most  serious  consideration,  and  that  they 
will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  adopt 
such  measures  for  abolishing  the  commer- 
'  cial  monopoly  of  the  East  India  Company, 
as  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  parliament 
may  seem  most  expedient.'' 

On  the   motion   that  the  Petition  be 
brought  up, 

Mr.  Creevof  did  not  rise  to  oppose  it. 
On  the  contrary,  he  should  be  glad  to  see 
it  on  the  table.  He  merely  rose  to  correct 
a  misrepresentation  of  the  hon.  genera  I's, 
with  respect  to  the  actual  situation  of  the 
people  of  the  town  of  Liverpool,  and  to 
maintain  that  the  statement  which  he  had 
originally  made  of  their  distresses,  was 
perfectly  correct.  He  had  stated,  and  he 
now  repeated  it,  that  in  the  course  of  one 
month  only,  the  number  of  poor  had  in- 
creased from  8,000  to  J  5,000  persons.  So 
far  from  his  account  being  overstated,  he 
was,  from  subsequent  information,  more 
convinced  than  ever  of  his  own  correct* 
ness  and  of  the  decay  of  trade  in  that  town. 
It  was  most  extraordinary  to  him  how 
any  gentleman  could  wish  to  deceive  the 
House,  when  it  was  evident  that,  as  he 
had  before  said,  the  ships  were  dismasted, 
riggers  and  carpenters  out  of  employ;  and 
the  general  appearance  of  the  town  such 
as  to  satisfy  any  person  of  the  distresses 
under  which  the  inhabitants  laboured. 
The  absence  of  the  Adierican  trade,  which 
constituted  one  of  the  chief  props  of  the 
town,  had  occasioned  this  decay,  which 
was  felt- in  Chester  and  Manchester;  also, 
in  the  falling  off  of  the  exports  of  salt  and 
goods  of  various  descriptions.  To  shew 
the  vast  decrease  in  the  trade,  he  had  a 
document  from  the  customs  which  stated 
the  exports  for  the  last  two  years  for  that 
town.  In  the  year  preceding  the  last,  the 
amount  was  2,676»000/.  In  the  last  year 
1,770,000/.  being  a  deficiency  of  about 
900,000/.  between  the  two  years  ending 
the  5th  Jan.  last.  In  addition  to  the  dis- 
tress occasioned  by  the  absence  of  trade, 
there  were  distresses  of  another  kind  con- 
nected with  the  collection  of  the  taxes. 
He  understood  that  an  attorney  of  the 
town,  perhaps  not  the  most  eminent  in  his 
profession,  finding  business  not  coming  in, 
had  made  application  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer^  and  got  converted  into  an 
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inspector  of  the  district.  Id  this  new  cha- 
racter he  soggested  to  his  right  hoD.  friend, 
as  his  fellow  townsmen  would  not  employ 
him,  that  the  revenue  would  be  greatly 
improved  by  surcharging  them  on  their 
assessments  generally.  The  consequence 
of  these  surcharges  was  a  general  manifes- 
tation of  discontent  throughout  the  town, 
and  an  alarm  among  the  collectors  of 
taxes.  The  surveyor  of  the  district  find- 
ing he  could  not  discharge  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him  faithfully  under  the  new  in- 
spector, resigned  his  office,  and  others 
were  about  to  follow,  or  had  followed  his 
example.  This  attorney  perhaps  bad  re- 
ceived his  appointment  m  consequence  of 
having  been  a  client  of  the  right  bon.  gen* 
tleman,  at  a  period  of  bis  life  when  he  fol- 
lowed the  profession  of  the  law,  and  there- 
fore gratitude  might  have  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment. At  any  rate,  it  was  not  to  oe 
endured  that  men  should  be  induced  by 
such  appointments  to  become  informers 
against  their  neighbours  and  fellow-towns- 
men. 

Mr.  BtMC  had  no  doubt,  that  Liverpool 
felt  considerable  distress  in  common  with 
other  commercial  towns  throughout  the 
kingdom.  But  the  statements  of  the  bon. 
rentfeman  appeared  to  him  extremely 
kKMCt  foanded  mostly  upon  hearsay,  and 
greatly  exaggerated ;  for  he  had  under- 
stood #from  unquestionable  authority,  that 
the  persons  reported  to  be  receiving  cha- 
rity, were  not  receiving  parochial  aid,  but 
merely  that  kind  of  assistance  furnished  by 
what  was  called  a  soup  committee.  He 
was  also  enabled  to  state,  that  three  or  four 
years  ago,  between  7  and  8,000  persons 
more  than  the  number  already  mentioned, 
had  received  similar  assistance.  As  to 
the  number  of  ships  for  sale,  he  had  been 
informed  from  good  authority,  that  the 
whole  number  of  ships  lying  unemployed 
in  the  harbour  of  Liverpool,  did  not  eX' 
.cced  24,  and  of  these,  some  were  just  re- 
turned from  their  voyages,  and  others 
were  under  repair.  Neither  was  the  Salt ' 
trade  entirely  gone,  as  the  bon.  gentleman  ' 
had  asserted ;  and  upon  the  whole  the  de-  j 
cay  of  commerce  in  Liverpool  n;as  less 
considerable  than  might  be  expected, 
considering  that  it  was  the  great  mart  for 
the  American  trade. 

General  Tarleton  said,  that  having  re- 
ceived a  representation  from  a  number  of 
his  constituents,  on  the  subject  of  the  state- 
ment some  time  ago  made  by  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Creevey),  he  had  read  it  to  the 
House,  on  a  former  night,  though  in  his 
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hon.  friend's  absence,  and  he  would  refer 
to  it  again  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House, 
(a  cry  of  read !  read  !)  The  hon.  gene  ml 
then  read  this  Report,  which  we  under- 
stood to  come  from  the  corporation  of 
Liverpool ;  the  substance  of  which  was  to 
the  following  effect :  That  from  the  exten- 
sive ddcks  constructing  at  Liverpool,  a 
number  of  labourers  had  been  invited 
from  Ireland  and  Wales ;  but  the  funds 
for  the  construction  of  the  works  having 
fallen  short,  a  number  of  them  had  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  which  gave 
rise  to  the  establishment  of  a  soup  com* 
mittee  for  their  relief.  The  Committee  had, 
however,  since  found  that  though  such 
numbers  had  at  first  received  this  assis- 
ance,  there  were  never  more  than  betweea 
5  and  4,000  who  really  wanted  it.  At 
present,  the  labourers  on  the  docks  had  3«. 
a  day;  and  when  some  gentlemen  wanted 
to  employ  some  of  the  hands  in  country 
labour  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  could 
hardly  procure  them.  The  report  then 
went  on  to  state,  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
British  ship  out  of  employment  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  nor  a  ship-carpenter  out 
of  employment  who  was  worth  it 

General  Gascoyne  conceived  the  best 
mode  of  judging  of  the  state  of  the  town, 
would  be  to  take  the  medium  between  the 
two  accounts;  most  certainly  there  had 
been  a  considerable  diminution  in  the 
trade.  It  had  been  stated  by  his  hon. 
friend,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  there 
were  56  ships  unemployed  :  not  one  half 
of  that  number,  however,  were  for  sale. 
When  it  was  recollected  that  three- fourths 
of  the  trade  of  Liverpool  was  to  America, 
could  it  be  thought  extraordinary  that 
there  was  a  stagnation  ?  He  trusted  that 
the  inconvenience  would  be  of  a  temporary 
nature  only:  the  chief  cause  of  the  dis* 
tress  arose  from  the  depression  of  the  coIo* 
nial  trade. 

Mr.  Baring  was  not  disposed  to  place 
much  reliance  on  the  statement  read  by 
the  hon.  general ;  for  it  was  well  known, 
that  in  all  the  petty  corporate  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  the  mayor  and  corporation 
were  always  eager,  and  mostly  inreresied 
in  supporting  the  measures  of  the  minister 
of  the  day,  and  were  ready  to  proclaim 
them  as  the  best  possible  for  the  interests 
of  the  country.  But  he  could  not  help 
remarking,  the  great  injury  that  must  re- 
sult from  misrepresentations  of  topics  of 
this  nature,  and  from  statements  of  the 
flourishing  state  of  our  commerce,  when 
the  fact  was  notoriously  the  reverse.    If 
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the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  by 
whom  It  was  the  misfortune  of  the  country 
to  be  ruled,  was  really  so  weak  as  to  be- 
lieve the  report  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  corporate  towns,  and  to  be  guided  by 
them  in  forming  his  opinions,  there  was 
really  very  little  trhance  of  any  relief 
being  afforded  to  the  distressed  commerce 
of  the  country.  The  American  trade  was 
essentially  destroyed,  and  whether  we  had 
an  equivalent,  though  it  had  been  hinted 
that  we  had,  was  a  question  which  he 
would  not  now' discuss.  As  to  the  ship- 
ping interest  in  general,  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  not  listen  merely  to  in- 
terested people;  who  told  him  that  his  sys- 
tem was  the  wisest  and  best  of  systems,  he 
would  learn  that  the  shipping  trade  was 
at  present  a  losing  concern,  not  only  in 
Liverpool,  but  in  London  also. '  The  House, 
however,  had  been  led  to  expect,  that  an 
equivalent  for  the  defalcation  of  so  many 
branches  of  our  commerce  would  be  ob- 
tained, and  a  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
hinted,  that  a  great  trade  was  likely  to  be 
opened  with  France,  by  means  of  licences. 
Now,  the  conditions  on  which  these  licences 
were  to  be  granted,  he  understood  to  be 
these :  that  we  were  to  import  French 
laces,  lawns,  cambrics,  linens,  and  jewel- 
lery in  French  ships,  or  at  least  in  ships 
belonging  to  countries  under  the  power 
of  France ;  and  in  return  for  these  goods 
we  were  merely  to  export  colonial  produce 
at  the  rate  of  5/.  per  ton.  So  that  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  and  encouraging  our 
manufacturers,  we  were  to  introduce 
French  laces,  lawns,  linens,  &c.  to  enter 
into  competition  with  our  own  articles  of 
the  same  description.  There  was  also 
this  gross  inequality,  that  by  these  licences 
the  French  would  be  enabled  to  export 
goods  of  the  value  of  3  or  4,000/.  per  ton, 
while  we  only  exported  to  the  value  of  5L 
in  return.  How  could  a  trade  of  this  sort 
be  justified  ?  And,  indeed,  when  talking 
of  it  to  some  most  strenuous  supporters  of 
ministers,  they  seemed  completely  stag- 
gered by  the  proposition.  On  the  subject 
of  the  collection  of  taxes,  he  differed  from 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Creevey)  and  was  ra- 
ther disposed  to  give  ministers  credit  for 
exacting  them  more  eaually  in  places 
where  too  great  lenity  had  been  previously 
shewn.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment to  take  care  that  the  burthens  of  the 
country  should  be  equally  borne. 

Mr.  Rose,  in  explanation,  denied  that 
he  stated  that  the  shipping  of  Liverpool 
was  in  a  prosp^ous  state,  nor  had  be  said 


that  the  shipping  in  the  ports  of  London 
was  so.  Tne  transports  had  increased 
from  19  to  235.  per  ton.  He  believed  he 
was  correct  in  that  statement ;  sure  he 
was  that  the  price  of  transports  was  con- 
siderably more  than  in  former  years.  As 
to  the  trade  with  France,  he  had  stated 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  some 
trade  would  be  opened,  but  to  what  ex- 
tent he  could  not  tell,  i\or  indeed  was  the 
subject  a  fit  one  to  discuss  now. 

Mr.  Baring,  If  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man will  enquire  at  the  Transport  Board, 
he  will  find  himself  mistaken  as  to  the  price 
of  transport  tonnage. 

Mr.  Rose  replied,  that  he  had  enquired, 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  would  find  himself 
entirely  mistaken  in  his  statement. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  conceived 
the  House  would  not  think  he  acted  cor- 
rectly, were  he  to  allow  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey)  to 
pass  unnoticed.  The  tone  and  manner  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  when  talking  of  the 
appointment  of  the  District  Inspector  of 
Liverpool,  must  have  impressed  on  the 
House  an  opinion  that  he  felt  most  warmly 
for  some  old  client,  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  term  this  surveyor,  to  whom 
he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had 
owed  a  good  turn  for  former  favours,  and 
therefore  thought  the  best  thing  that  could 
be  done  for  old  friendship  was  to  get  him 
to  surcharge  his  fi^Uow  townsmen,  for 
which  purpose  he  had  appointed  him  to  a 
situation  in  which  he  might  carry  his  ob- 
ject into  effect.  So  the  hon.  gentleman 
wished  the  House  to  understand.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, that  this  old  client  and  new  pro- 
tege«  so  anxious  to  carry  on  his  purpose, 
had  under  him  a  person  of  very  delicate 
nerves,  who,  not  being  able  to  follow  his 
superior  officer  in  his  duties,  had  thought 
proper  to  resign.  Now,  with  respect  to 
this  attorney  and  client,  he  had  no  know- 
ledge whatever,  but  he  did  recollect  some- 
thing of  the  gentleman  mider  him  of  deli- 
cate nerves-— the  same,  he  supposed,  from 
whom  the  hon.  gentleman  bad  collected 
his  correct  information— who  had  been 
called. upon  to  account  for  some  miscoik- 
duct,  and  this  call  had  so  alarmed  him, 
that  he  had  thought  it  better  to  resign.— 
He  did  recollect  that  another  person  was 
appointed  upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  and'  that  person,  he  imagined, 
was  the  old  client  spoken  of,  but  of  whom 
he  had  not  the  most  distant  recollection* 
Now,  it  would  become  the  hon.  gentleman^ 
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befiire  be  ronndly  asserted  any  thing  for 
bet,  a  little  to  (aspect  the  accaracy  of  his 
iaformant,  especially  when  (hat  informaot 
«u  a  diicarded  saireyor.  If  be  had 
made  a  bargain  with  an  old  client,  as  was 
nuinoated,  would  not  the  hon.  gentleman 
have  acted  more  fairly,  if  he  had  made  it 
the  subject  of  a  grave  charge  against  him 
for  an  act,  as  nnirorthy  a  one  as  could  be  | 
well  imagined  }  Wiih  respect  to  sur-  | 
charges  geaerally,  there  was  no  intention 
of  making  any  such  agreement,  and  till  the  ! 
penom  making  surcharges  ware  examined,  | 
It  was  the  greatest  assamption  which  the 
hoD.  genileroan  could  take  upon  himself  | 
h>  suppose  they  were  wrong.  Was  it  not 
rigbt  that  persons  aiMssea  should  pay  I 
luir  joU  proportion  to  the  expence  of  the 
Mate;  ana  therefore  if  they  kept  back, 
was  it  not  eqnjtable  too,  that  they  should 
be  chared  to  the  extent  of  their  liability  j 
to  pay  ?  ~  As  to  the  general  question  now 
before  the  House,  he  would  only  add,  that 
if  it  was  injurious  to  deceive  the  country 
by  false  representations  of  the  flourishing  : 
■tale  of  its  commerce,  it  was  equally  in- 
jarum,  amidst  the  great  interests  which 
were  at  stake,  and  the  great  exertions  i 
which  wero  necessary  to  be  made,  to 
deprcH  the  spirits  of  the  people  by  ex- 
tggsTkted  atatement*  of  commerciat  dis- 

Mr.  CrtttKy  denied,  in  explanation,  that 
be  had  received  his  information  from  any 
discharged  ofG  c  e  r. 

The  daacellor  v^  the  EicbeqvCT  would 
merely  repeat,  that  the  information  was 
quite  new  to  bim,  of  any  person  having 
been  appointed  to  surcharge  bis  neigh- 
bonrs  in  Liverpool. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up  and 
read.  On  the  motion  for  its  being  laid  on 
the  table, 

Hr.  Barng  repeated  bis  wish  (hat  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  explaining  the  condi- 
tions of  the  proposed  licences.  He  was 
alio  anxious  to  know  whether  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  intended  to  bring 
ftmrord  this  year  any  proposition  on  the 
mbject  of  the  East  India  Company's 
Charter. 

Hr.  Amc  declined  introducing  a  subject 
■0  extraneous  to  the  present  petition,  but 
was  ready  to  meet  any  discussion  upon  it 
that  the  non.  gentleman  might  propose. 

The  CkanceUor  (ffthe  Exchequer,  in  reply 
to  the  question  of  the  riehi  hon.  gentte- 
mn,  wished  to  give  notice,  that  shortly 
•fltt  tiw  rtfCMi  he  shobld  bring  focnrard  & 
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oroposition  on  the  subject  of  the  trade  with 
India. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie 
apon  the  table. 

Petition  raou  tbb  Corpokatioh  of 
Liverpool  rgsvectino  the  East  Ikdi* 
L'oMPANV's  Chaeiter.]  General  TarletoD 
iben  presented  a  Petition  from  the  mayor, 
bailiiis  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Liver- 
pool, in  commoQ  council  assembled,  set* 
ling  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  conceive  that  the 
gubjecta  of  these  realms  possess  an  inherent 
right  to  a  free  intercourse  of  trade  with  all 
other  nations  and  countries  in  amity  with 
this,  subject  only  to  such  regulations  as 
may  be  necessary  for  preserving  a  good 
understanding  with  those  countries,  and 
for  securing  to  our  own  the  revenues  de- 
rivable from  such  intercourse;  and  that 
the  monopoly  of  the  Kasl  India  Company, 
however  expedient  or  necessary  at  the 
period  of  their  first  charter,  is,  as  the  Pe> 
tiiioners  humbly  conceive,  in  the  present 
state  of  commerce  and  of  the  world,  no 
longer  so ;  and  it  is,  moreover,  inconsist- 
ent with  those  principles  which  are  nni- 
versally  admitted  to  be  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  commerce  ;  and  that  every 
cither  nation  oFEurope  being,  by  the  signal 
success  of  bis  Maje^ity's  arms,  deprived  of 
all  territory  and  influence  in  the  East  In- 
dies, as  well  as  of  all  means  of  annoyance 
to  the  navigation  of  those  seas,  an  ample 
field  is  now  open  for  the  exertion  of  Bri- 
tish skill  and  enterprjze,  and  for  the  invest- 
ment of  that  capital,  which  is  rendered  in  a 
great  measure  useless,  in  those  channels  of 
trade  where  it  has  been  heretofore  em- 
ployed; and  that  the  Peiitioners,  as  the 
guardians  of  the  interests  of  the  town  of 
Liverpool,  while  they  lament  the  distress- 
ing suspension  of  its  commerce  at  this 
juncture,  cannot  but  indulge  a  sanguine 
hope  that  the  era  is  arrived  which  presents 
to  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Liverpool, 
in  common  with  those  of  every  part  of  the 
British  empire,  new  and  brighter  pros- 
pects, in  the  participation  of  a  traffic  from 
which  they  have  been  hitherto  excluded  ; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  disclaim  any  wish 
to  interfere  with  ihe  rights  of  the  East 
India  Company,  which  they  apprehend 
may  be  maintained  inviolate,  without  the 
cuniinuation  of  a  system  that  infringes  tho 
privileges  of  others  ;  and  ibe  Petitioners 
1  therefore,  reposing  with  entire  confidence 
'  in  the  wisdota  and  justice  of  the  Hotue, 
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humbly  entreat  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  secure  to  the 
merchants  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  free  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  op  the  Trustees  or  the 
Liverpool  Docks  respecting  the  East 
India  Company's  Charter.]  General 
Tarleton  also  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Docks^  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  port  of  Liverpool  has,  in  the 
course  of  little  moi'e  than  a  century,  from 
its  peculiar  local  advantages,  and  by  the 
enterprising  spirit  of  its  inhabitants,  raised 
itself  from  the  situation  of  a  humble  fish- 
ing town,  to  the  distinguished  rank  and 
importance  of  the  second  port  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that  the  Petitioners,  whose 
province  it  is  to  provide  and  maintain  the 
requisite  accommodation  for  the  shipping 
resorting  to  that  port,  have  at  various  times, 
under  the  authority  of  the  legislature,  and 
as  the  increase  of  tiie  trade  demanded, 
erected  extensive  docks,  and  other  conve- 
niencies  for  the  shipping  interests  of  the 
town ;  and  that,  urged  by  the  merchants 
at  large,  two  years  ago,  when  their  trade 
was  in  great  prosperity,  the  Petitioners 
sought  for  and  obtained,  during  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  powers  for  the  fur- 
ther improvement  of  the  port ;  and  that, 
in  consideration  not  only  of  the  existing 
want  of  accommodation  in  the  docks  ibr 
general  purposes,  but  anticipating  also  the 
period  when  the  rights  of  the  merchants 
and  traders  of  Liverpool,  in  common  with 
all  others  his  Majesty's  subjects,  to  a  free 
trade  with  the  East  Indies,  would  be  re- 
cognized, the  Petitioners  have  commenced 
various  works,  upon  an  extensive  scale, 
calculated  to  meet  the  vast  accession  of 
trade  which,  as  they  humbly  conceive, 
would  be  the  result  of  such  a  system ; 
and  the  Petitioners,  therefore,  anxious  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  important  trusts 
committed  lo  them,  and  confiding  in  the 
justice  of  the  House,  most  humbly  in  treat 
that  they  will  adopt  such  measures  as  to 
their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet,  for  obtain- 
ing to  the  port  of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the  united  kingdom,  a  participa- 
tion of , the  trade  with  our  Eastern  posses- 
sions, iutherto  solely  enjoyed  by  the  East 
India  Company." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Maynooth  Coll£(»e.J   Sir  J.  Nfusfori 


enquired  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, would  have  any  objection  to  pro« 
duce  the  documents  oo  which  he  founded 
his  assertion,  that  persons  educated  attha 
college  of  May nooth  had  employed  undii# 
means  to  make  proselytes,  particularly  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  to  the  Komau  Catholic 
persuasion  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  answered,  that 
the  expression  he  had  employed  in  the 
debate  upon  this  subject  tiad  been  mis- 
understood and  misrepresented.  He  had 
not  stated,  that  he  had  any  reason  to* 
believe  that  persons  educated  at  May- 
nopth  had  employed  any  undue  means  to 
propagate  their  religion.  He  had  no  ke- 
sitation  in  repeating  what  he  bad  said 
upon  that  occasion,  which  was,  that  ho 
wished  tho  institution  had  never  existed^ 
as  it  had  afforded  the  means  of  spreading 
Catholicism  in  districts  where  the  Protes* 
tant  faith  had  before  been  prevalent.  On 
this  account  he  had  resisted  the  extension 
of  the  grant. 

Sir  J.  Newport  added,  that  he  had  taken 
down  the  words  employed  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  at  the  time,  and  they  were» 
"  that  individuals  educated  at  the  college 
of  Maynooth  had  made  use  of  the  facili* 
ties  they  there  obtained  to  propagate  by 
undue  means  the  Catholic  religion.'' 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  order  for  any  member  to  refer  to 
expressions  employed  by  any  member  on 
a  former  debate,  as  a  ground  for  calling 
for  ^documents  to  prove  the  veracity  or 
falsity  of  the  assertion. 

Sir  /.  Newport  then  gave  notice,  that  to- 
morrow he  would  move  for  any  documents 
on  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
founded  his  assertion. 

Coix>NEL  M'Mahon's  Appointment.] 
The  Hon.  J.  W.  Ward  observed,  that  by  the 
Gazette  it  appeared,  that  colonel  M'Ma- 
hon  had  been  appointed  to  the  o6lce  of 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Purse  and  Private  Se- 
cretary to  the  Prince  Regent  He  wished 
to  be  informed  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  what  salary  was  attached  to 
these  places,  and  what  were  the  duties  be- 
longing to  them,  as  he  was  completely 
ignorant  upon  the  subject,  not  knowing 
until  now  that  any  such  situation  as  Pri- 
vate Secretary  to  the  Regent  existed  ? 

The  ChanceUoT  of  the  Excheouer  admitted 
the  fact  of  the  appointment.  He  presumed 
that  the  hon.  member  was  not  ignorant 
that  colonel  Taylor  had  held  tlM  saoM 
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situation  uncler  the  King  for  many  years, 
and  the  same  iialary  that  was  given  to  that 

Sntleman  bad  been  continaed  to  colonel 
'Mahon.  Undonbtedly  i|i  was  to  be 
deemed  a  new  oAce ;  and  if  the  question 
were  put  to  him  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  it  were  his  opinion  that  the  no- 
mination was  such  as  to  vacate  colonel 
M'Mahon's  seat  in  that  House,  he  should 
answer  that  it  was  included  in  the  act  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Wmd  remarked^  that  his  object  was 
to  obtain  iulbs mation  as  to  the  duties  of 
the  office* 

The  CkmxUor  qf  the  Exchewer  said, 
that  the  duties  were  various  and  import- 
anty  although  the  offices  would  carry  with 
then  BO  official  sanction,  as  the  Secretary 
of  5late  for  the  Home  Department  would 
still  continue  to  be  the  fit  organ  for  re- 
ceiving and  communicating  the  pleasure 
of  the  Prince  Regent. 

Mr.  Wkkkrttd  wished  to  know  whether, 
before  the  nommation  of  colonel  Taylor 
as  private  secretary  to  the  King,  any 
socb  place  had  existed  ?  IJnder  the  in- 
firmity of  sight  of  his  Majesty,  no  one 
coold  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  con- 
fidential servant,  but  as  little  hesitation 
could  be  felt  in  conceding  that  no  such  of- 
ficer would  be  required  by  the  Regent. 
He  was  anxious  likewise  to  learn  (the 
place  having  been  made  a  State  Office  by 
The  Gazette,)  whether  the  nomination  of 
col.  M'MaboQ  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
same  fund  as  that  from  which  col.  Taylor 
derived  his  salary  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  oh^tr^eAt 
that  the  hon.  member  being  in  possession 
of  all  the  facts,  he  could,  if  he  thought  fit, 
bring  the  matter  formally  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  He  admitted, 
that  before  the  infirmity  of  the  King  no 
private  secretary  had  been  appointed  ; 
but  from  the  great  accumulation  of  public 
business,  from  various  causes,  those  who 
expected  that  the  person  occupying  the 
throne  could  fulfil  all  his  functions  with- 
out  assistance,  would  look  for  impossibi- 
lities. 

Mr.  Ward  inquired  whether  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  have  any 
objection  to  mention  who  advised  the  ap- 
pointment ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer*  I  have 
not  the  least  difficulty  in  stating,  that  I  ad- 
vised it. 

Mr.  fVyan  suggested  the  propriety  of 
pasnag  a  special  enactment,  by  which  it 
fhooU  bo  proved  that  appointaentt  under 
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the  Regent  should  vacate  seats  in  tbo 
House,  as  well  as  appointments  under  the 
King,  to  which  the  statute  now  applied. 

The  Clumctlhr  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  thought  the  act,  as  it  was  now 
worded,  would  include  both  :  if  not,  how- 
ever, the  defect  could  be  remedied.  He 
was  not  at  all  prepared  to  say  that  appoint- 
ments to  offices  under  the  Regent^  as  duke 
of  Cornwall,  were,  or  whether  they  ought 
to  be  embraced  by  it. 

Mr.  Wym  remarked,  that  his  questioa 
referred  to  appointments  of  lords  of  the 
bedchamber,  &c.  under  the  Prince  Re* 
gent.  In  such  cases  the  act  might  perhape 
be  evaded. 

PftiNcs  Regent's  Message  rsspectino 
THE  Princesses.]  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  House  going  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Message  of  the  Prince  Regent.  On  the 
motion,  that  the  House  do  now  resoW e  itteif 
into  the  said  Committee, 

Mr.  Creeve^  objected  to  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair.  He  did  not  wish  that 
the  discussion  should  take  place  now,  bul 
that  it  should  be  deferred  to  some  future 
day.  No  diffisrence  of  opinion  could  exisi 
as  to  the  neceuity  of  a  suitable  provision 
being  made  for  the  Princesses.  But  hie 
fisst  general  ground  of  objection  to  the 
proposition  now  made,  an  objection  which 
he  bad  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  was, 
that  the  charee  would  fall  upon  the  con- 
solidated fund,  to  which  the  public  credit 
tor  looked  for  his  security,  and  which,  in 
the  last  year,  had  fallen  far  short  of  its 
amount  in  the  year  preceding.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  papers  before  the  House, 
and  now  in  his  hand,  that  the  revenue  of 
the  consolidated  fund,  up  to  the  5th  of 
January  last,  had  decreased  in  comparison 
of  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January, 
1811,  to  the  amount  of  3,500,000/.  It 
could  be  shewn  that  the  consolidated  fund 
had  decreased  1,000,000^.  in  the  taxes 
which  supplied  it,  while  an  additional 
charge  of  1,500,000/.  had  been  laid  upon 
it.  And  although  there  was  at  this  mo- 
ment a  surplus  of  this  fond,  might  not  the 
time  come  when  there  should  be  none  ? 
and  to  this  period  they  were  bound,  in 
their  calculations,  to  look.  They  ought, 
therefore,  to  do  now  what  they  had  done  in 
1786  and  1793,  in  the  government  of  lord 
Grenville  and  lord  Harrowby,  appoint  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the 
taxeii  their  produce  and  application,  be** 
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fore  they  laid  a  new  charge  on  the  consoli- 
dated fund.  He  wished  to  know  how  mi- 
nisters had  it  in  view  to  remedy  this  great 
falling  off.  They  coi^d  only  do  it  in  one 
of  three  ways — by  interfering  with  the 
securities  of  the  stockholder — by  laying 
on  new  taxes  to  make  up  the  deBciency— 
or* by  touching  the  sinking  fund.  Into  all 
these  matters  the  House  ought  to  enquire 
before  they  proceeded.  The  stock  market 
was  agitated  by  strong  feelings  of  alarm 
and  distrust,  lest  the  stock  holders  should 
not  in  time  receive  their  interest ;  and  in- 
stead of  adding  yearly,  and  even  monthly, 
to  the  charges  upon  the  consolidated  fund, 
which  would  soon  be  unable  to  bear  them, 
the  right  bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  do  much  belter  if  he  in- 
creased its  amount  by  the  abolition  of  the 
places  of  two  useless  Tellers  of  the  Exche- 
<|uer,  and  the  office  of  Registrar  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  now  held  by  lord 
Arden.  Why  this  provision  for  their 
Royal  Highnesses  had  not  been  suggested 
at  the  time  when  the  late  arrangements 
for  the  Household  were  under  considera- 
tion, he  did  not  know,  nor  why  the  Re- 
genty  out  of  the  130,00()/.  which  had  been 
given  to  him,  and  for  which  there  was  no 
application,  could  not  spare  the  sum  of 
36,000/.  for  his  royal  sisters,  especially 
since  the  58,000/.  paid  by  the  King  out  of 
the  Civil  List,  to  the  Queen,  was  not  re- 
quired from  the  Regent.  With  the  sub- 
ject of  the  separation  of  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales,  he  (Mr.  Creevey)  on 
-  this  occasion,  had  nothing  to  do,  although 
it  did  strike  him  as  a  little  extraordinary, 
that  no  additional  sum  had  been  given  to 
the  future  queen  of  Great  Britain,  at  the 
lime  her  august  spouse  was  invested  with 
the  regal  dignity.  There  was  now  no 
court  to  create  expdnce ;  for  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  who  was  the  representative  of 
the  Queen,  from  her  situation,  being  sepa- 
rated from  her  husband,  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  employ  the  wonted  splendour  and 
shew  of  royalty.  Her  Royal  Highness 
had  only  17,000/.  a  year,  when  the 
Queen's  allowance  was  58,000/.  Here 
was  at  once  a  great  saving,  and  there  were 
alse  others,  which  rendered  it  very  easy 
to  provide  for  the  Princesses,  without  lay- 
ing an  additional  charge  of  36,000/.  a  year 
on  the  people.  He  concluded  by  moving, 
as  an  amendment,  to  insert  in  the  motion 
the  words  ''  this  day  month/'  instead  of 
the  word  *'  now,'*  for  the  purpose,  in  the 
mean  time,  of  examining  into  the  amount 
of,  and  charges  upon^  the  consolidated  fund. 
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Mr.  Rote,  with  respect  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  respecting  the 
securities  of  stockholders,  had  to  observe, 
that  by  an  act  of  the  47th  of  the  King,  it 
wa8provided,thatif  in  any  quarter  the  con- 
solidated fund  should  be  found  unequal  to 
the  charges  on  it,  the  first  supplies  of  the 
year  were  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  it,  and 
this  he  conceived  was  sufficient  to  make  the 
Stockholders  easy  about  theii*  securities. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  had  to 
offer  a  very  few  words  on  What  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  who 
had  again  stated  what  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  very  improper  effect  upon  the  pubv 
lie  mind,  if  permitted  to  go  abroad  ancon« 
tradicted.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  stated, 
that  a  diminution  in  the  consolidated  fond 
had  taken  place  equal  to  3,500,000/.  and 
that  thus  the  source  to  which  the  public 
creditor  looked  for  security,  was  decreased 
in  a  degree  to  alarm  him  for  his  safety.  But 
so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  the  amount 
of  the  difference  between  the  years  ending 
January,  1811,  and  January,  1812,  was 
only  1,269,000/.  and  the  hon.  gentleman 
came  to  his  Erroneous  conclusions  by  com- 
paring the  surplusses,  and  taking  the  addi- 
tional difference  of  the  war  taxes  into  his 
calculation,  which  was  not  a  just  mode  of 
trying  the  question.  Neither  Was  it  a  fair 
thing  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the 
best  year  the  country  ever  knew,  in  point 
of  revenue,  and  the  last  year,  when  the 
country  was  labouring  under  very  consi- 
derable pressure ;  and  the  new  taxes,  in* 
tended  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  producing  their  ef« 
feet,  so  as  to  come  within  the  results  of  the 
year  laid  before  the  House.  He  hoped 
the  House  would,  therefore,  see  no  ground, 
from  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gentleman, 
to  believe,  that  they  needed  to  be  under 
any  apprehension,  with  respect  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  public  creditors,  in  agreeing 
to  the  proposition  for  a  provision  to  the 
Princesses,  which  would  this  night  be 
made  to  them.  If,  as  the  bon.  gentleman 
had  seemed  to  wish,  this  subject  had  been 
considered  at  the  time  the  Prince's  house- 
hold arrangements  were  made,  the  sum  for 
which  he  should  move  in  the  committee 
must  in  justice  have  been  added  to  what 
they  had  voted  at  that  time  ;  but  it  had 
been  thought  better  to  bring  this  subject 
forward  by  itself,  and  on  that  ground  it 
was  postponed.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
seemed  to  think,  the  sum  they  were  to  be 
called  upon  for  in  the  committee  mi^ht 
hare  been  easily  spared  out  of  the  Civil 
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List.     This  might  appear  so  to  him,  as  be 
compared  the  17,000/.  given  annoally  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  with  the  5S,6ooL 
per  aun.  which  had  been  given  to  the  Queen 
by  the  King.    The  fact  however  was,  that 
the  same  deductions  were  made  from  the 
Civil  List  in  the  hands  of  the  Prince,  as  had 
been  made  from  it  when  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  King,  as  her  Majesty  received 
her  58,000/.  per  ann.  as  formerly  from  the 
Civil  List.    The  hon.  gentleman  wa^  also 
niistaken  in  the  sum  which  the  Princess 
received,  as  he  understood  it  to  be  17,000/. 
including  6,000/.  which  she  received  as 
pin  money,  whereas  she  received  17,000/. 
exclusive  of  pin  money.   It  had  been  aug- 
mented from  12,000/.  to  17,000/.  in  conse- 
Quence  of  its  being  thought  necessary  by 
uxe  King  to  make  a  more  ample  provision 
for  her  than  she  bad  formerly  enjoyed. 
In  1809»  a  representation  was  made  to  the 
duke  of  Portland,  who  then  held  the  situa- 
tion which  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) now  had  the  honour  to  occupy, 
chat  debts  were  due  to  various  persons 
from  the  Princess  of  Wales,  for  which  she 
bad  no  means  of  providing.    An  investi- 
gation accordingly  took  place,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  debts  amounted  to  41,000/. 
Her  income  was  at  that  time  12,000/.  per 
annum,  exclusive  of  5,000/.  pin  money. 
The  Prince*  on  that  occasion,  averse  to  any 
application  being  made  to  the  public,  took 
her  debts  upon  himself,  and  at  the  same 
time  conceiving  that  they  might  have  been 
contracted  in  consequence  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  her  income   to  meet  her  ex- 
pences,  he  augmented  it  to   17,000/.     It 
was  found  on  a  farther  investigation  of  the 
business,  that  her  Royal  Highness's  debts 
amounted  to  8,000/.  more,  and  this  sum,  in 
addition  to  the  41,000/.  before  mentioned, 
the  Prince  also  took  upon  himself.     On  a 
still  more  minute  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  was  found  that  there  was  yet  a  small 
fraction  more  of  2,o00/.  and  this  last  sum 
it  bad  been  thought  reasonable  that  hf.r 
Royal  Highness  herself  should  pay  out  of 
her  increased  income.     The  Prince  thus, 
to  prevent  the  charge  being  thrown  on  the 
public,  took  49,000/.  on    himself  of  the 
debts  of  the  Princess,  although  his  royal 
father  would  doubtless  willingly  have  con- 
sented to  disburse  a  sufficient  sum  out  of 
the  Droits  of  Admiralty.    The  hon.  gentle- 
man thought  there  was  now  a  large  dis- 
posable fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Prince. 
This  was  not  the  case,'  as  so  large  a  part  of 
his  income  zs  70,okX)/.  had  been  given  to 
a  commissioa  luid^r  the  seal  of  the  Duchy 


of  Lancaster,  for  the  purpose  of  li^oi- 
dating  those  debts  which  had  before  beea 
under  the  consideration  of  that  House. 
He  strongly  objected  to  postponing  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Whkbread  concurred  with  his  hon. 
friend  in  the  propriety  of  postponing  the 
committee  for  at  least  a  month,  not  be* 
cause  the  deficiency  of  the  consolidated 
fund  was  so  large  as  to  shake  the  security 
of  the  public  creditor,  but  because  the 
statements  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  holding  the  very  same  papers 
in  their  hands,  were  so  con  trad  ictory-as  to 
prove,  that  a  similar  investigation  to  thai 
which  had  taken  place  under  lords  Gren* 
ville  and  Harrow byi  should  be  instantly 
commenced.  He  for  one  had  understood 
that  the  Princesses  were  to  live  with  the 
Queen,  and  on  this  account  it  was,  he  coo* 
ceived,  that  the  addition  of  10,000/.  had 
been  made  to  her  Majesty^s  income.  He 
had  told  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that 
even  after  that  he  supposed  some  provi- 
sion would  be  proposed  for  the  Princesses ; 
but  he  thought  that  if  such  a  provisioiv 
were  to  be  made  for  them,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  adding  10,000/.  to  the  in« 
come  of  the  Queen.  Unless  that  10,000/!. 
were  given  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Princesses,  it  was  difficult  to  imagine  why 
it  was  granted,  and  the  act  itself  afforded 
no  information.  It  turned  out  however 
now,  that  the  salary  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales  was  not  sufficient,  but  why  an  ad- 
dition had  not  been  made  to  it  at  the  time, 
when  for  no  reason  on  earth,  10,000/.  per 
annum  was  voted  to  the  Queen,  and  such 
immense,  and  almost  unlimited  grants  were 
agreed  to  for  the  Prince,  it  was  not  easy  to 
determine.  His  Royal  Highness,  Kowever, 
tookupon  himself  the  discharge  of  the  debts 
of  his  consort,  but  at  a  time  when  the  Prince 
himself  was  deeply  involved,  from  which 
embarrassments  he  was  extricated  out  of 
the  public  purse  in  the  most  objectionable 
way  that  could  be  devised.  It  appeared 
to  him  to  be  one  of  the  most  complete 
juggles  that  was  ever  heard  of,  that  a  per- 
son should  undertake  to  pay  the  debts  of 
another  to  save  the  people  that  expence, 
while  he  came  to  get  his  own  debts  paid 
by  that  same  people  !  The  Prince  under- 
took to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  which  he  had  no  means  of  dis- 
charging, at  a  time  when  he  was  calling 
upon  the  public  to  enable  him  to  pay  his 
own.  The  House  was  told  that  a  commis- 
sion had  been  appointed  to  apply  70,000/. 
a  year  to  discharge  the  debts  9f  the  Regent, 
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It  was  a  commission  created  by,  and  niight 
be  absolved  by  the  Prince,  and  there  were 
no  persons  responsible— -there  were  no  ad- 
Tisers  answerable  for  the  due  application 
of  the  enormous  sum  of  130,0(10/.  which 
had  been  given  as  a  privy  purse  without 
controul.     The  Prince  Regent  enjoyed  a 
privy  purse  of  130,000/.  which  was  much 
more  than  that  of  the  King,  which,  at 
its  utmost,    amounted  to    only   60,000/. 
Were  they  not  then  to  view,  with  equal 
jealousy,  the  application  of  this  sum  in  the 
possession  of  the  Prince,  exercising  the 
powers  of  royalty,  as  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  viewing  the  uses  made  of  a  smaller 
sum  by  the  King  ?    Were  they  so  little 
read  in  history  as  not  to  have  heard  of 
parliamentary  influence  ?    and  were  they 
not  bound  to  guard  against  ^ny  chance  of 
money  granted  to  support  the  sovereign 
dignity,  being  applied  to  purposes  uncon- 
stitutional and  dangerous  ^  He  would  like 
to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  if 
he  was  aware  of  the  amount  of  the  debts 
of  the  Prince   Regent  ?  if  he  knew  the 
tnode  in  which  the  money  set  apart  was 
applied  to  their  liquidation  ?  or  if  he  was 
answerable  for  the  conduct  of  the  commis- 
sioner to  whom  this  office  was  intrusted  ? 
The  creditors  of  his  Royal  Highness,  by 
the  mode  nbw  adopted,  had  no  security  at 
all  for  the  settlement  of  their  claims.— In 
his  opinion  the  amount  of  these  claims 
ought  to  be  ascertained,  the  whole  paid, 
and  the  grant  of  70,000/.  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  revoked. — ^This  was  the  only 
way   of  doing  justice  to  all  parties,  and 
guarding  the  creditors  against  any  loss 
through  the  demise  of  the  crown.    On 
these  considerations  he  had  again  to  ex- 
press his  concurrence  in  the  amendment 
that  had  been  moved. 

On  this  the  motion  was  put  and  nega- 
tived without  a  division.  The  original 
question  was  then  put  and  carried,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed 
that  the  House  must  be  aware  in  what  si- 
tuation their  royal  highnesses  the  Prin- 
cesses stood,  with  regard  to  the  former 
parliamentary  grant.  An  act  had  been 
passed  in  the  ISth  and  another  in  the  39th 
of  his  present  Majesty,  empowering  him 
to  make  a  grant  (contingently  in  the  event 
of  his  Majesty's  demise)  of  30,000/.  as  an 
annuity  to  the  four  Princesses  living  at  the 
time  the  acts  were  passed.  In  the  event 
of  these  annuitants  falling  to  three>  they 
were  each  of  them  to  haye  10^000^  a 
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year ;  if  they  fell  to  two,  20,000/.  a  year 
was  to  be  divisible  between  them  ;  and  if 
to  one,  the  survivor  to  have  12,000/.  a 
year.     This  was  the  provision  which  par- 
liament had  enabled  his  Majesty  to  make 
for  the  Princesses  in  the  event  of  his  de- 
mise ;   but  the  melancholy  circumstances 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  royal  family, 
rendered   it    necessary  that   the    House 
should  take  into  its  consideration  the  con- 
dition of  those  Princesses  in  the  same  way 
as  if  the  actual  demise  of  his  Majesty  had 
taken  place.     The  House  were  aware  in 
what  situation  their  Royal  Highnesses  now 
stood,  as  forming  part  of  the  domestic 
establishment  at  Windsor ;  and  he  did  not 
know,  therefore,  that  any  provision,  imme- 
diately to  take  place,  might  be  necessary  ; 
but  he  thought  it  of  importance  that  they 
should  be  placed  in  a  condition  which 
would  enable  them  to  form  their  separate 
establishments  if  they  wished  it.     It  was 
his  intention  to  propose,  that  to  each  of  the 
four  Princesses  they  should  grant  the  sum 
of  9,000/.  per  annum,  exclusive  of  the 
grant  of  4,000/.  each  from  the  Civil  List, 
which  being  during  pleasure  was  not  to  be 
relied  on  as  a  certainty.   He  should  there- 
fore move  for  the  sum  of  36,000/.     At  the 
death  of  one  of  them  be  would  propose, 
that  the  survivors  should  receive  10,000/. 
per  annum  each ;   at  the  death  of  a  se- 
cond, the  two  remaining  to  continue  to  re- 
ceive 10,000/.  each  ;  and  on  the  death  of 
athird,the  sole  survivor  to  receive  12,000/. 
per  ann.   This  arrangement,  the  difference 
in  the  times  considered,  he  did  not  think 
would  appear  to  the  House  as  proposing 
an  unreasonable  advance  on  the  sum  ori- 
ginally named  as  a  provision  for  the  Prin- 
cesses.   He  had  no  reason  to  suppose  the 
Princesses  would  wish  to  remove  from  the 
establishment  on  which  they  were  at  pre- 
sent, but  if  they'did  not  choose  to  remain 
there  the  whole  year  ronnd,  he  thought  it 
was  unreasonable  at  the  period  of  life  to 
which  they  had  attained,  that  they  should 
not  be  allowed  the  means  of  forming  an 
establishment  of  their  own,  or  of  changing 
their  residence  at  any  period  of  the  year 
for  their  health,  convenience,  or  pleasure. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  "  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee  that  an  annuity 
of  36,000/.  be  granted  to  the  King,  to  en- 
able him   to  make  a  provision   for  the 
Princesses  Augusta,  Sophia,  Elizabeth  and 
Mary,  instead  of  th?  annuity  of  30,000/. 
formerly  granted,  to  be  payable  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain,  and  that 
it  do  supersede  the  former  grants  made  in 
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the  18th  and  S9th  of  his  present  Majesty.'' 
Mr.   Tiemeif  presumed  that  the   right 
bon.   gentleman^    in    proposing   to   give 
O^OOO/.  a  year  to  the  Princesses,  assumed 
as  a  fact  that  his  Majesty  was  defunct  with 
regard  to  them.  His  proposition,  therefore 
was,  that  to  the  7,500/.  a  year,  to  which 
they  were  entitled  under  the  former  act, 
1,500/.  more  should  be  added  ;  and  in  ad- 
dition to  this  annuity,  which  they  were 
now  called  on  to  vote,  their  Royal  High- 
nesses received  4,000/.  a  year  each  from 
the  Ciyil  List,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  making  their  whole  annual 
income    13,000/.     This  sum,  great  as  it 
was,  he  by  no  means  considered  as  too 
great  for  the    separate  establishment  of 
each ;  but  it  appeared  by  the  act  of  1799, 
that  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  parlia- 
ment that  the  Princesses  would   live  to- 
gether, and  why  any  gentleman  should 
foppose,  or  take  it  for  granted,  that  they 
woald  desire  separate  establishments,  af- 
fectionately forming  one  family  as  they 
did  at  present,  he  could  not  conceive.     In 
that  point  of  view,  then,  presuming  that 
their  Royal  Highnesses  would  not  form  se- 
parate establishments,  he  thought  the  sum 
too  great     But  there  was  another  consi- 
deration which  struck  him  as  very  import- 
ant.   Would  there  be  any  saving  to  the 
Civil  Last  by  this  grant  ?  At  present  there 
was  a  charge  in  the  lord  steward's  depart. 
ment  for  table,  attendants,  dresses,   &c. 
for  the  Princesses :    was  that  to  be  conti- 
nued ?  If  it  was,  then  a  sum  would  be 
given  to  their  Royal   Highnesses  which 
they  did  not  want.     His  greatest  objection 
to  the  present  vote,  however,  was  what  he 
had  stated   on   a  former    occasion,  and 
which  now  no  longer  appeared  a  chimeri- 
cal one.      He   alluded  to  the  detached 
and    piecemeal    way    in   which  the  se- 
Teral  additions  to  the  Civil  List  had  been 
made  :    first  10,000/.  then  20,000/.  and 
so  on,  without  the  House  ever  knowing 
precisely  what  it  was  about.     The  general 
mcrease  upon  the  Civil  List  expenditure 
had  been  very  great.     Before  they  came 
to  a  determination,  they   ought;  there- 
fore,   to    examine   thoroughly  into    the 
Civil  List,  and  form  a  comprehensive  esti- 
mate of  their  revenue,  and  of  the  expences 
of  that  List,    and  of  the   royal   family. 
Gentlemen  were  not,  perhaps,  aware  of 
the  extent  to  which  these   matters  now 
went.     He  would  read  fron^  a  paper,  he 
had  in  his  band,  a  statement  of  the  Civil 
list  revenue  and  the  allowances  to  the 
royal  family.    The  Civil  List  was  esta* 
(V0L.3UUL) 
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blished  in  1804,  at  960,000/.  a  year  :  from 
this  had  been  deducted,  in  the  way  of  ex- 
pence,   133,000/.  which  was  the  same  as 
so    much    being  given    to  it,    for  that 
sum  was  still  raised  upon  the  public,  and 
still  paid  to  the  Civil  List.     By  an  act  of 
the  present  session,  1 24,000/.  more  were 
added,  then  218,000/.  out  of  the  consoli* 
dated  fund,  as  an  allowance  to  the  royal 
family ;  and  if  to  this  were  joined  the  re- 
venues oftheDuchv  of  Lancaster  amount- 
ing  to  10,000/. ;    and  of  Cornwall  say  to 
1 5,000/. ;    the  vote  of  this  session  to  the 
Regent    of  70,000/. ;    another    sum    of 
70,000/.  granted  to  pay  otf  incumbrances  ; 
the  4  and  \  per  cent,  duties,  being  30,0001. 
and  the  sum  now  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  gent,  of  36,000/.  the  gross  amount  of 
the  Civil  List  per  annum,  for  the  support  of 
the  royal  family,  would  be  at  this  moment 
1,668,000/. ;    an  enormons  tax  upon  tho 
liberality  of  the  country.     He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  imputed   to  him  that  he 
wished  to  diminish  the  just  and  propeir 
splendour  of  the  crown ;  but  he  believed 
that  there  were  great  abuses  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Civil  List,  and  he  thought 
that  the  36,000/.  which  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  vote,  might  be  saved  from 
that  Civil  List  by  a  doe  and  fundamental 
enquiry  into  its  several  branches  of  ex* 
penditure.    That  enquiry,  however,  never 
could  be    efficiently   made,  because  thb 
right  hon.  gentleman,  though  he  would 
grant  a  committee,  had  told  them,  "  yon 
may  examine  accounts,  but  you  shall  not 
examine    persons;"   and  he  must  know 
that  it  was  impossible  to  come  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Civil  List  expenditure  without 
examining  persons.     He  put  it  to  the  hon. 
chairman  of  that^committee  to  say  whe- 
ther any  progress  had  been  made  ? — the 
answer  must  be  '*  None,"  and  he  wished 
he  had  brought  some  of  the  papers  in  his 
pocket  to  shew  the  nature  of  the  informa- 
tion they  received.     In  the  case  of  the 
foreign  ministers,   for  instance,  all  they 
could  learn  respecting  the  difference  be- 
tween the  estimate  and  the  actual  expence 
was,   that  the  one   was  wrong  and   the 
other  the  fact.     Looking  at  the  question, 
therefore,  in  this  point  of  view,  he  thought 
the  House  would  confer  a  very  hasty  and 
ill-advised  grant,  if  they  voted  the  sum 
without  previous  enquiry  into  those  sub- 
jects.    There   was  yet  another  observa-- 
tion  with  respect  to  the  Civil  List  which 
he  wished  to  make,  and  that  was  with  re- 
spect to  the  provision  which  it  contained 
for  her  royal   highness  the  Princess  of 
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Wales.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
Princess  of  Wales  should  be  passed  over 
with  a  comparatively  inadequate  provision. 
He  had  heard  the  Irumour^  which  he  dared 
say  was  familiar  to  them  all,  of  a  separa- 
tion between  the  high  parties  in  question, 
but  he  knew  nothing  of  this  parliamenta* 
tily^  and  could  only  express  his  opinion, 
that  the  sum  at  present  allotted  to  the 
Princess  of  Wales  was,  considering  her  si- 
tuation, insufficient.  She  was  the  wife  of 
the  Regent,  and  as  much  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Queen  as  the  Regent  was  the 
representative  of  his  Majesty.  The  sum 
set  apart  for  her  was  not  enough  to  enable 
her  to  support  the  splendour  of  the  cha- 
racter in  the  way  to  which  the  nation  were 
entitled.  But  there  was  no  splendour- 
there  were  no  drawing  rooms-— or  any  ex- 
pence  of  this  kind  now  attached  to  the 
royal  functions,  and  yet  they  were  called 
upon,  and  had  augmented  the  revenues 
applicable  to  that  purpose.  Of  the  sepa- 
ration to  which  he  had  alluded,  every  one 
spoke  but  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  knew  more  about  it 
than  they  did— he  knew  a  great  deal  about 
Jt«  he  had  acted  as  her  Royal  Highnesses 
counsel  in  the  investigation  which  had 
been  so  much  talked  of,  and  if  he  so 
thought  fit,  might  afford  them  information 
on  the  subject.  It  would  be  better  to 
jdo  this  in  an  open  manner,  than  to  sufier 
his  old  client  to  be  pared  off  with  so  scanty 
a  subsistence — it  would  be  better  than  to 
aufifer  these  reports  about  his  favourite 
Princess  to  be  whispered  about.— The  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  once  her  Royal  High* 
ness's  loudest  champion,  and  yet  he  now 
consented  to  allow  the  Prince  Regent's 
wife  to  be  passed  over  -in  this  way,  at  a  time 
when  he  was  proposing  provisions  so  ample 
.to  all  the  other  female  branches  of  the 
royal  family. 

Mr.  William  Smith  observed,  that  the 
present  question  included  so  much  of  a 
personal  nature*  that  a  member,  standing 
forward  on  the  occasion,  was  liable  to  be 
exposed  to  considerable  obloquy.  He  had, 
.  in  defiance  of  this  risk,  originally  opposed 
the  increased  grant  to  the  Princes*  and 
now  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  follow  the 
fame  course  with  respect  to  the  Princesses. 
He  could  see  no  sort  of  occasion,  at  a  pe- 
riod when  the  burthens  of  the  people  were 
•o  great,  and  the  pressure  of  the  time  was 
so  heavily  felt  by  all — he  could  see  no 
occasion  for  imposing  this  new  load  upon 
them ;  so  far  from  it,  in  his  opinion,  it 
ought  to  be  the  last  thing  tlie  House  should 
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do.  Since  the  charges,  amounting  to 
135,000/.  had  been  taken  off  the  civil  list, 
and  that  list  had  been  very  considerably 
added  to,  he  could  not  but  think  it  more 
eligible  to  bear  this  burthen,  than  that  it 
should  be  laid  on  the  people.  The  30.000/. 
in  the  act  of  the  18th  of  his  Mdjesty  did 
not  seem  necessary,  so  long  as  the  Prin- 
cesses had  their  parents*  house  to  reside  in ; 
and  it  was  in  this  view  that  its  provisions 
were  made — but  now  36,000/.  was  pro- 
posed, with  that  conveniency  still  existing 
and  likely  to  be  taken  advantage  of.  To 
a  new  grant,  on  this  ground,  he  could  scfe 
no  good  cause.  There  were  differi^nt 
ways  of  acquiring  popularity;  and  whitie 
some  men  might  make  themselves  obnoxi- 
ous, by  pursuing  the  line  of  conduct  he 
was  now  adopting,  others  might,  bV  a 
contrary  course,  be  making  themselVes 
acceptable  to  the  higher  powers.  Fek 
men  in  the  habit  of  intercourse  with  th6le 
in  a  superior  station,  were  able  to  fesist 
the  inclination  of  recommending  them- 
selves by  consulting  the  wishes  of  their 
superiors ;  but  how  could  this  be  recon« 
ciled  with  a  sense  of  public  duty  }  As  for 
the  splendour  of  royalty,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  this  country  at- 
tached so  much  weight  to  that  circum- 
stance as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Tierney)  seemed  to  imagine.  They  were 
more  mterested  in  questions  involving 
their  constitutional  liberties  and  rights. 
He  was  not  for  reducing  the  throne  or  its 
appearance,  where  that  appearance  wfts 
necessary  for  the  good  and  credit  of  the 
nation;  but  he  was  averse  to  splendour, 
unconnected  with  these  objects.  If  they 
looked  to  the  affairs  of  Europe  for  the  last 
ten  years,  they  would  see  that,  in  propbr- 
tion  as  the  liberties  of  the  several  states 
were  diminished,  the  splendours  of  royalty 
were  increased.  This  comparison  atiorded 
no  very  happy  augury  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. It  nad  been  said  that  the  trap- 
pings of  royalty  were  sufficient  to  main- 
tain a  republic.  This  he  deemed  to  be  an 
absurd  idea.  His  opinions  were.thatall  thiat 
tended  to  the  real  safety  of  the  state  ought 
to  be  kept  up — that  the  generosity  of  the 
public  would  amply  provide  foe  th^  ^x- 
pence  attendant  on  this — and  that  it  would 
be  infinitely  wiser,  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  country,  for  the  royal  family  and 
its  advisers  to  remember  the  sacrifices 
making  by  all  clasfies  to  meet  the  Exigen- 
cies and  pressure  of  the  times,  and  hot  to 
allow  the  mere  decorations  of  royalty  to 
add  to  theiir'  barthedi  tod  distress.    Okie 
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great  miscalculation  appeared  in  this  mat- 
ter— What  was  given  to  the  cl)ief  9iagis« 
irate  ought  not  to  be  niggardly*  because 
the  honour  of  the  nation  was  implicated 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  sustained  his 
rank.  But  here  when>  as  his  hon.  friend 
hfd  stated*  the  ex  pence  had  increased 
while  the  splendour  had  diminished*  he 
thought  in  time  that  parliament  should 
inquire  before  it  extended  that  expence. 
—He  could  not  conclude  without  saying 
something  about  the  provision  for  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
I}e  observed*  in  the  charges  upon  the  civil 
liirt*  ^8*000/.  for  a  queen  dowager*  who 
kept  no  court*  and  only  20*000{.  for  a 
queen  who  ought  to  keep  a  court ;  and 
•urely  that  was  a  division  which  did  not 
exactly  accord  with  the  splendour  of  the 
thrcme.  When  he  considered  that*  and 
when  be  considered  too  that  there  had 
beeo  two  large  grants  made  to  two  persons* 
without  any  of  that  splendour  which  such 
grants  ought  to  produce*  resulting  from 
Uiem*  he  thought  it  infinitely  better  to 
postpone  the  present  vote. 

Mr.  P(Hi»oiujy  would  not  think  himself 
justified  in  voting  for  the  motion*  unless 
bomt  additional  reasons  were  adduced  to 
remove  the  objections  he  still  had  on  his 
mind.  He  bad  himself  first  objected  to 
the  perplexed  manner  in  which  the  right 
hoD.  gentleman  had  brought  forward  the 
measures  for  the  support  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily in  the  present  circumstances;  he 
bacf  repeatedly  called  for  a  clear  and  dis- 
tinct account  on  that  head*  and  was  con% 
vinced  that  the  House  could  not  in  duty 
proceed  to  grant  further  sums  without  hav- 
ing first  obtained  such  an  account.  The 
present  motion  was*  besides*  founded  on 

f  rounds  utterly  false ;  it  went*  not  to  ful- 
1  the  provisions  of  former  acts*  but  to  an- 
ticipate them*  and  to  give  the  Princesses 
the  present  enjoyment  of  those  annuities, 
which*  under  those  acts*  they  could  not 
expect  till  after  the  demise  of  the  King. 
The  additional  grant  of  10*0001.  to  her 
Majesty  bad  been  granted  on  representa- 
tions equally  fallacious*  made  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  What  reasons  did 
he  submit  to  the  House,  to  induce  them 
to  confer  that  additional  10,000/.  a  year 
upon  her  Majesty  ?  Why,  that  it  was 
very  likely  her  Majesty  would  wish  to 
change  her  residence*  and  would  have  to 
incur  increased  expences,  in  consequence 
of  his  Majesty's  indisposition,  whose  equi- 
pages* carriages*  horses,  &c.  served  for  the 
general  accommodation  of  the  royal  family. 
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Ht  did  not  pretend  to  know  vvhat  acHial 
increase  of  expence  had  been  incurred  by 
her  Majesty  for  horses  and  carriages  sinc« 
that  perio^*  but  he  knew  there  was  no  ap* 
parent  increase.  A  permanent  increase 
of  the  civil  list*  to  the  amount  of  70*0001^ 
had  afterwards  been  granted*  under  the 
supposition  that  it  would  defray  all  the 
charges  of  the  former  civil  list*  and  that 
the  rrincesses  would  derive  the  same  sup-^ 
port  from  it*  and  continue  to  live  with  the 
Queen.  But  it  was  said  now*  in  support 
of  the  present  motion*  that  possibly  tnef 
would  not  continue  to  live  with  Xhtvt 
royal  mother.  He  called  upon  the  righl 
hon.  gentleman  to  reconcile  the  inconna- 
tency  of  his  diflferent  statements.  He 
called  upon  him  to  state*  what  reasons  he 
had  to  think  that  the  Princesses  would  not 
continue  to  live  as  they  had  hitherto  donel 
To  the  increase  of  the  annuities* considering 
the  change  of  the  times*  he  would  not  per* 
haps  have  a  material  objection ;  but  the 
anticipation  of  those  annuities  was  a  ques« 
tion  widely  dififerent  The  Princesses 
might  continue  to  live  with  the  Queen  J 
his  Majesty  might  still  live  many  years, 
while  th^  Princesses  could  enjoy  the  an- 
nuities intended  for  them  by  former  acts 
of  parliament*  only  on  the  demise  of  theiir 
royal  father.  On  these  grounds*  and 
however  willing  he  was*  and  should  be  sit 
all  times*  to  contribute  to  the  comforts  and 
splendour  of  the  royal  family*  he  must 
vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fremarule  thought  the  proposed 
measure  was  due  to  the  Princesses,  from 
the  situation  in  which  they  stood*  and  the 
distinguished  and  amiable  characters  they 
possessed.  He  certainly  was  of  opinion, 
that  if  the  enquiry  into  the  civil  list  was 
ffone  into*  the  charge  might  be  provided 
for  without  laying  any  additional  burtheu 
on  the  people,  but  in  the  mean  time  he 
could  not  suspend  his  vote.  His  right 
hon.  friend  who  had  just  spoken,  had 
asked  upon  what  pretence  the  anticipation 
could  be  justified  ?  he  would  answer*  on 
the  situation  in  which  the  Princesses  stood, 
on  the  wish  they  must  feel  to  be  relieved 
from  the  daily  observation  of  domestic 
calamity  within  the  walls  of  the  palace. 
The  country  was  called  upon,  from  a  con- 
sideration of  their  age  and  situation*  to 
make  the  grant.  He  had  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Princesses,  had  wit« 
nessed  their  charity,  and  heard  of  the  good 
they  did  in  the  neighbourhood  around 
them,  and  would  consent  most  willingly 
to  afford  them  the  means  of  continumjj 
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ibcir  benefactionf.  He  separated  the 
qoestuHi  entirelj  from  that  of  the  citiI  Ii4t, 
mod  ihooM  gi>e  his. vote  in  favoar  of  it 
with  the  motit  heartfelt  satisfaction. 

Mr.  D.  Gidify  saiJ,  in  reply  to  what 
had  ^liec  from  a  right  hoo.  geotletnaOj 
that,  as  cbainnan  of  the  committee  on  the 
Cff il  liH  cxpenditore,  be  should  certainly 
apply  to  the  House  for  leave  to  examine 
persons  as  well  as  consider  docoroents,  if 
It  shoold  be  found  necessary  for  the  eluci* 
datfon  of  the  sobject  referred  to  the  ezami- 
sation  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bctmet  conceived  that  the  present 
application  to  parliament  for  additional 
turns  to  the  royal  family,  while  there 
were  so  many  indications  of  distress 
throughout  almost  every  part  of  the  coon- 
try,  wa4  exceedingly  ilNtimed.  At  any 
jate,  when  an  application  was  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  Princc^sses,  be  hoped  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  opposite  would  give 
them  some  information,  why  no  suitable 
provision  %vas  to  be  proposed  for  the  Prin- 
ce^is  of  Wales,  the  wife  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent. He  asked  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man, because  he  was  aware,  that  no  one 
knew  more  of  the  subject  than  he  did—no 
one  was  more  in  the  secret  of  what  was 
called  *'  the  Delicate  Investigation.''  Why 
was  she  now,  as  wife  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
not  to  have  the  same  state,  the  same  draw- 
ing-rooms, and  the  same  splendour,  as  the 
wife  of  the  King?  What  was  there  that 
had  happened  which  made  it  improper 
that  she  should  appear  in  the  station  of  a 
queen  at  a  time  that  her  husband  per- 
formed the  functions  of  royalty,  and  re- 
presented the  person  of  the  King  ?  Every 
body  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  books 
that  were  to  have  been  published,  and  li- 
bels that  were  suppressed ;  and  they  had 
seen  advertisements  in  the  newspapers  of- 
fering lar^csums  of  money  for  suppressed 
copies  ot  these  libellous  books.  Now 
there  certainly  must  be  considerable  in- 
formation in  some  quarter  or  other  about 
these  mattersj  yoii  as  the  risht  bon.  gentle- 
man had  beeii  lon^  the  conndential  adviser 
and  counsellor  of  her  Royal  Highness,  he 
hoped  that  he  would  not  now  desert  his 
friend  in  her  utmost  need,  but  that  he 
would  state  what  was  the  reason  for  her 
being  so  neglected  and  passed  by  upon 
this  occasion.  As  for  himself,  he  did  not 
feel  disposed  to  vote  another  8hillin|;  until 
the  corrupt  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney was  restrained,  and  the  necessary  re- 
•trenchments  made,  both  as  to  sinecures 
«iid  other  branches  of  the  public  expence. 
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The  Chamcsiiar  of  the  Exektqwar  taald  not 
refrain  firoa  tafcing^  notice  of  the  coatra- 
dictioo  between  the  latter  part  of  the  hon. 
gentleman's  speech  and  that  which  pre- 
ceded it.  The  boa.  gentlemao  coodnded 
by  saying,  that  he  would  not  vote  a  shil* 
ling  of  tbe  public  money  till  corropticm 
and  sinecure  places  were  done  away  ;  and 
yet  in  the  former  part  of  his  speech  he 
bad  asked,  why  had  not  the  IVincess  of 
Wales  drawing-rooms  like  the  Queen,  and 
the  same  state  and  splendour  ?  The  hon. 
gentleman  should  have  been  aware,  how- 
ever, that  if  she  was. to  have  this  addi* 
tional  state  and  splendour,  there  must  be 
an  additional  grant  of  money;  and  yet 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  not  disposed  to 
vote  a  shilling  towards  it  As  to  all  the 
questions  which  had  been  put  to  him  on 
the  subject  of  "  tbe  Delicate  Investiga- 
tion,'' he  should  say  nothing.  The  dim- 
rence  alluded  to  was  certainly  an  unforto- 
nate  circumstance  ;  but  neither  as  minis- 
ter, nor  confidential  adviser  of  his  Royal 
Highness,didbefeel  himselfcalleduponto 
make  any  specific  statement  to  the  House 
on  tbe  subject.  With  regard  to  the  gc^t 
of  an  additional  10,000/.  to  the  Queen,  it 
was  certainly  given  entirely  independent 
of  any  consideration  on  account  of  the 
Princesses.  The  grant  was  to  cover  the  ad- 
ditional expences  to  which  her  Majesty  was 
likely  to  be  put,  in  tbe  present  unfortunate 
situation  of  her  royal  husband,  being  de- 
prived of  tbe  assistance  which  she  would 
otherwise  have  derived  firom  the  royal  esta- 
blishment. In  proposing  it  he  had  stated, 
that,  as  it  could  not  be  the  wish  of  the 
House  absolutely  to  compel  her  Majesty 
to  reside  constantly  in  tbe  palace  at  Wind- 
sor, it  would  be  necessary  to  make  an  ad- 
ditional grant  in  order  to  allow  her  to 
change  her  residence  if  she  thought  pro- 
per. With  respect  to  the  increase  of  the 
civil  list,  as  to  which  much  had  been  said, 
it  was  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  though 
there  was  an  increase  of  expence  to  the 
country,  yet  there  was  a  diminution  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  when  compared  with 
what  was  received  by  his  father.  It  was 
undoubtedly  true,  that  the  maintenance  of 
tbe  two  separate  establishments  of  his  Ma- 
jesty and  tbe  Prince  of  Wales,  would  re- 
quire a  larger  sum  than  what  would  have 
sufiiced  for  his  Majesty  alone.  When  he 
was  upon  the  subject  of  the  civil  list,  he 
would  state  that  he  was  sure  what  had 
been  said  by  an  hon.  gentleman  was  a 
mere  inadvertency  ;  but  though  tbe  sub- 
ject was  perfectly  well  understood  in  tbe 
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House,  it  was  not  understood  elsewhere ; 
for  this  had  frequently  been  made  a  subject 
of  wilful  misrepresentation ;  and  it  had 
been  contended  that  the  whole  of  the  civil 
list  was  disposable  by  his  Majesty  at  his 
pleasure.  With  regard  to  the  increase  of 
the  ciril  list,  on  account  of  the  Royal  Fa* 
mily,  undoubtedly  a  family  so  large  as 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  had  been  blessed 
with,  did  require  a  large  sum  from  the  na^ 
lion;  but  it  was  unfair  to  consider  the 
218,000/.  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  as 
an  addition  to  the  civil  list  expenditure, 
and  to  blend  together  in  one  list  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  fa- 
mily and  the  expences  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  This  was  not  a  fair  representa- 
tion of  the  civil  list.  It  was  unfair  to 
make  any  comparison  between  a  civil  list 
with  the  addition  of  so  numerous  a  family, 
and  a  civil  list  before  that  family  was  m 
existence.  The  present  situation  of  his 
Majesty  naturally  brought  the  present 
provision  to  the  Princesses  before  the 
House.  They  were  now  equally,  as  in 
the  case  of  his  demise,  deprived  of  the 
coontenance  and  protection  of  their  sove- 
reign and  their  father.  .  It  was  no  doubt 
troe,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  the  Princesses  would  be 
enabled  to  live  with  more  splendour  if 
they  lived  together ;  but  the  House  would 
surely  not  eke  and  measure  out  their 
bounty  to  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  com- 
pel them  to  live  together.  It  was  highly 
probable,  however,  that  they  would  con- 
tinue to  live  as  they  had  hitherto  done. 
Such  would  undoubtedly  be  their  wish,  as 
it  must  be  the  wish  of  every  body  else. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  again  (Mr.  Pon- 
sonby)  thought  that  nothing  whatever 
ought  to  be  done  on  the  present  occasion  ; 
that  the  grant  to  the  Princesses  ought  to 
be  in  a  continsent  situation  so  long  as  his 
Majesty  should  continue  in  existence,  and 
that  the  Princesses,  at  whatever  period  of 
life  they  might  be  arrived,  should  always 
be  necessarily  resident  in  the  house  of  the 
King  and  Queen.  When  the  House,  how- 
ever, came  to  take  into  iheir  consideration 
the  situation  of  these  persons,  their  time 
of  life,  and  the  amiable  character  they 
had  always  maintained,  he  did  not  believe 
they  would  be  inclined  to  deal  with  them 
in  so  hard  a  manner.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  there  could  indeed  be  no  reasonable 
expectation  that  the  result  of  any  inqui- 
ries made  by  committees  of  that  House, 
would  point  out  any  sa? ings  sufficient  to 
sspersede  xht  necessity  of  coming  to  par- 


liament for  a  provision  for  the  Princesses^ 
and  it  did  not  seem  to  him,  therefore,  la 
be  proper,  that  the  subject  should  be  post- 
poned till  such  an  enquiry  should  be  con* 
eluded.  At  all  events,  he  thought  tha 
grant  of  what  was  necessary  should  ha 
made  now,  and  the  savings  which  the 
committee  should  recommend  might  ha 
made  afterwards. 

Mr.  Whkbread  rose  to  defend  the  alleged 
inconsistency  in  the  speech  of  his  Ikmi. 
friend  (Mr.  Bennet)  who  opposed  the  ad- 
dition to  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  LisI, 
and  yet  thought  that  an  addition  ought  t* 
be  made  to  the  income  of  the  Princess 
Regent  It  appeared  to  him,  that  in  this 
there  was  no  inconsistency  ;  because  hit 
honourable  friend  and  himself  had  no 
doubt,  that  if  the  expenditure  were  pro- 
perly looked  into,  such  retreikhmenta 
might  be  made  as  would  enable  the  Prin- 
cess Regent  to  be  put  in  a  situation  to 
maintain  such  a  splendour,  as  was  suitable 
to  her  high  rank  in  this  country.  Snrelr 
in  this  there  was  no  inconsistency ;  and  it 
was  a  fearful  thing,  and  a  just  cause  of 
alarm  to  the  country,  that  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  grants  which  they  had  so  lately 
made  to  the  Prince  Regent,  if  that  hapoT 
restoration  took  place,  an  event  whion 
every  person  in  the  country  most  anxioua- 
ly  looked  to,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  still  come  down  to  the  House  with 
fresh  demands  on  the  people.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  told  the  House,  that 
neither' as  servant  of  the  crown,  nor  as 
adviser  of  his  Royal  Highness,  would  ha 
say  any  thing  on  this  subject;  but  the 
time  was,  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  not  only  said  much  on  the  subject,  but 
had  taken  such  measures  as  would  have 
enabled  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  under- 
stand it.  It  was  well  known,  that  a  book 
had  been  prepared  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman for  publication  ;  that  out  of  some 
fund,  whether  public  or  private  he  could 
not  tell,  the  expence  of  the  printing  of  this 
book  was  defrayed  ;  that  measures  were 
taken  that  not  only  the  subjects  of  this 
kingdom,  but  all  the  continent  of  Europe, 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  it,  but 
that  suddenly  the  book  had  been  suppress- 
ed, and  the  outstanding  copies  bought  up 
at  an  enormous  price,  proceeding  from 
what  quarter  he  knew  not.  It  appeared  to 
him,  therefore,  that  as  counsel  for  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  Regent  formerly, 
and  as  the  present  adviser  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
placed  in  a  situation  which  abpve  all  others 
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made  it  necessary  for  him  to  speak  out  on 
tlie  present  occasion.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive that  the  rigbihon.  gentleman  would 
now  feel  an  inclination  to  be  mute,  when 
•o  recently  he  was  disposed  to  haye  ten 
thousand  tongues.  For  his  part  he  would 
tay,  that  not  only  was  there  no  proportion 
between  the  sums  o(  5S,QO0l,  appropriated 
to  the  Queen,  and  the  allowance  to  her 
royal  highness  the  Princess  Regent,  but 
considering  also,  that  this  lyas  not  the 
sole  allowance  to  the  Queen,  and  that  pco- 
vision  was  also  made  for  her  at  the  royal 
table  and  otherwise,  the  difierent  situation 
of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  whom  the  public 
only  knew  to  be  living  in  retirement, 
sometimes  at  Blackheath,  and  sometimes 
mt  Kensington,  could  not  fail  to  strike  every 
person  in  the  community.  All  that  the 
public  knew  of  her  Royal  Highness  was, 
that  she  was  not  in  the  situation  in  which 
she  ought  to  be  ;  although  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  written  a  book  in  her  fa- 
vour. They  knew  moreover  that  if  ever 
she  were  to  be  put  on  a  footing  corres- 
ponding to  her  rank,  they  would  be  called 
upon  for  a  fresh  grant  of  money.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  told  them,  that 
the  enquiry  could  be  carried  on  as  well 
mfier  the  present  grant  as  before  it  But 
it  was  very  well  known  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  very  skilful  when  it  suited 
his  purpose,  so  to  assort  and  regulate  the 
documents  produced  by  him,  as  to  give 
that  length  to  any  enquiry  which  he 
thought  proper.  If  the  grant  howerer 
were  made  dependent  on  the  enquiry,  the 
committee  on  the  Civil  List  would  not  have 
the  same  long  and  unsatisfactory  papers  as 
they  now  bad  laid  before  them ;  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  would  soon 
find  that  many  living  witnesses  would  be 
speedily  brought  forward  to  remove  every 
doubt  or  obstruction.  He  therefore  con- 
ceived that  when  he  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion he  was  acting  in  consistency  with 
bis  former  vote  for  postponing  the  commit- 
tee for  a  month. 

Mr.  Wytm  thought  it  very  unfair  to  rest 
the  present  question  upon  the  merits  and 
the  virtues  of  the  Princesses,  who  were  the 
immediate  subjects  of  the  present  discus- 
sion. This  was  invidious,  as  it  threw  a 
kind  of  odium  on  those  who  might  oppose 
the  grant,  as  if  they  were  not  as  ready  as 
others  to  acknowledge  those  merits  and 
those  virtues.  The  liberal  grants,  however, 
which  parliament  had  formerly  voted  for 
the  royal  family,  were  not  intended  merely 
for  their  support,  but  for  the  support  also 
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of  that  splendour  and  dignity  which  was 
supposed  to  become  the  royal  station,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  It  had,  how- 
ever, been  complained  of  by  many,  that 
with  increasing  grants,  we  hwA  diminished 
splendour.  While  the  King  enjoyed  his 
health,  he  always  kept  up  a  court.  He 
used  to  have  two  levees  and  a  drawing- 
room  in  the  week,  which  i  gave  his  sub- 
jects, wd  particularly  those  who  had  pe- 
titions to  present,  sufficient  access  to  his 
throne.  Now  these  levees  were  very  rare 
indeed ;  ^qd  subjects  had  had  hitherto 
less  access  to  the  throne  than  vh^o  th^ 
King  was  in  health.  In  the  course  of 
the  present  year  only  one  court  had  been 
held.  There  was  another  point  on  whic)i 
he  wished  for  explanation :  70,000/.  per 
annum  had  been  granted  as  payment  of 
certain  debts  which  ought  never  to  haTC 
been  named  in  th^t  House,  as  having  beeo 
contracted  in  defiance  of,  an^  in  the  very 
teeth  of  an  act  of  parliaipent.  He  would 
wish  to  know  how  long  that  70,000/.  an- 
nually was  to  be  paid,  or,  when  those 
debts  of  which  parliament  knew  nothing 
should  be  satisfied,  to  what  uses  this  ^um 
would  be  applied  ? 

Mr  Panicnby  felt  himself  called  upon, 
to  reply  to  something  which  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite. 
He  was,  hofvever,  in  part  anticipated  in 
what  he  wished  to  observe  by  his  hon« 
friend,  who  had  just  sat  down ;  because  in 
bis  opinion,  nothing  was  so  unfair  as  to 
throw  any  thing  like  an  odium  on  those 
who  opposed  such  a  measure  as  the  pre- 
sent, by  inferring  that  they  entertained  an 
inadequate  opinion  of  the  merits  and  cha- 
ractierv  of  those,  who  were  the  objects  of 
the  botuaty  of  the  House.  The  merit  of 
the  Princesses  made  no  part  of  the  object 
of  consideration  of  the  House,  otherwise, 
this  grant  would  have  been  made  many 
years  ago ;  because  they  did  not  come 
into  all  the  good  qualities  which  they  were 
in  possession  of,  since  the  commencement 
of  his  Majesty's  uofortunate  malady. 
They  were  amiable  before  this  period  ; 
but  this  was  no  part  of  the  consideration 
of  the  case.  The  question  was  merely 
whether  parliament  ought  to  anticipate 
the  period  when  they  were  engaged  to 
make  provision  for  the  Princesses  ?  The 
groirads  which  the  House  ought  to  consi- 
der, were,  whether  the  Princesses  were 
likelj;  to  be  put  into  a  situation  speedily 
to  incur  greater  expences  than  their  pre- 
sent income  could  afford  ?  But  on  th|s 
subject,  the  right  boa.  gentleman  had  no 
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information  to  Communicate.    He  bad  just 
told  tbeHouse^  that  the  additional  iO^OOO/. 

given  lately  to  the  Queen^  was  given  to 
er  on  no  other  ground,  but  on  account 
of  her  own  additional  expence^.  Now,  he 
would  appeal  to  the  House,  if  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  stated  the  ex- 
pence  the  Queen  would  be  put  to  on  ac- 
count of  the  Princesses  as  a  reason  for  the 
grant,  and  if  be  had  not  particularly 
stated  the  expence  of  the  removal  fi-om 
place  to  place  of  the  royal  daughters,  as 
likely  to  make  a  part  of  that  expence: 
yet  It  would  now  appear,  from  what  had 
been  stated  that  night  to  the  House,  that 
the  grant  to  the  Princesses  was  to  enable 
them  to  remove  from  place  to  place  when 
they  should  think  fit  to  do  so.  Grants 
of  this  sort  ought  to  be  put  on  an  intelli- 
gible footing.  Was  it  on  account  of  the 
time  of  life  of  the  Princesses  ?  Then  it 
coald  not  be  suitable  to  all  of  them, 
because  they  were  not  all  of  the  same 
mge.  What,  upon  such  a  principle  as  this, 
the  eldest  ought  to  have  had  long  ago,  the 
youngest  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  receive 
for  many  years.  On  these  grounds  he  felt 
himself  compelled  to  oppose  the  Reto- 
lution. 

Mr.  J7.  Thornton,  though  he  felt  himself 
inclined  to  support  a  separate  establish- 
ment for  the  Princesses,  considered  him- 
•elf  called  upon  to  oppose  the  grant  at 
present.  Some  enquiry  ought  to  take 
place,  proving  the  necessity  of  throwing 
inch  an  additional  burden  on  the  people. 
He  could  see  no  inconvenience  in  the 
House  waiting  till  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Civil  List  came  before  them. 
For  his  part,  he  wished  to  adopt  the  pru- 
dent precaution  of  waiting  the  result  of 
the  investigations  of  that  committee,  be- 
fore he  would  venture  to  throw  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  such  a  burden  on  the  people. 
Mr.  WrottesUy  agreed  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last,  that  they  ought  to 
wait  till  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
before  them.  He  remembered  well  when 
the  settlement  of  the  civil  list  came  lately 
imder  their  consideration,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  fix- 
chequer)  did  state,  as  a  ground  for  the 
House  to  vote  the  10,000/.  to  the  Queen, 
that  the  Princesses  would  remain  with 
her.     He  would  now  ask  him— had  he  this 

frant  then  in  contemplation?  If  so,  had, 
e  treated  the  House  fairly  ?  For  hknself 
be  thought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
not  acted  in  a  candid' mamaer  towards  the 
Hooie. 
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Mr.  'Barham  said,  that  he  wished  to  pot 
some  questions  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, not  as  the  confidential  adviser  of  the 
Prince  or  his  consort,  but  as  the  minister 
of  this  country.  He  wished  to  ask  him  in 
that  capacity,  why  he  had  recommended 
an  additional  grant  for  the  Princesses,  and 
had  entirely  overlooked  the  person  who 
was  so  much  nearer  to  the  throne  than  they 
'were  ?  He  asked  this  question  on  public 
grounds,  and  he  asked  it  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  not  as  the  adviser  of  the  Prince, 
but  as  the  minister  of  the  country.  He 
called  upon  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
state  why  no  additional  splendour  was  to 
be  attached  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  the 
wife  of  the  Prince  Regent. 

Mr.  Tiemof  said,  he  rose  to  ask  the  right 
hon,  gentleman  no  question,  for  he  saw 
that  he  was  likely  to  ^et  no  answer;  but  he 
thought  they  were  entitled  to  conclude,  fi-om 
the  sullen  silence  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  he  sanctioned  with  his  approba- 
tion the  separation  between  the  Prince  and 
Princess.  (Cry  of  No,  no,  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.)  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  cried  No— then  let  him  give  his 
reasons  for  his  present  conduct  (Cries  of 
No,  and  Hear!)  The  Princess  Regent  had 
not  one  farthing  more  assured  to  her  than 
5,000/.  She  depended  on  the  bounty  of 
the  Prince  for  tne  other  17,000/.  which 
might  be  withdrawn  to-morrow  morning 
at  his  pleasure.  If  the  Princesses  were  to 
be  made  independent,  why  was  she  not 
made  independent  ?  She  ought,  undoubt- 
edly, to  be  independent. — (Cries  of  No,  no  I 
from  the  ministerial  bench !)  The  right 
hon.  gentlemen  say  ''  No,  no  !*'— -and  I 
say,  said  Mr.  Tierney,  '•  Yes,  yes  ! — I  call 
upon  them  for  their  reason  why  she  should 
not  be  independent  ?  Both  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  the  lord  chancellor  must 
have  informed  themselves  fully  with  re- 
spect to  her  conduct.  If  there  was  any 
thing  in  that  conduct  known  to  them,  and 
unknown  to  the  country,  unworthy  of  her, 
the  dignity  of  the  country,  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Prince  Regent,  required  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  bring  forward  an 
accusation  against  her.'^  He  wished  an 
answer.  If  they  could  prove  any  thing 
against  the  credit  of  the  Princess,  parlia- 
ment ought  to  take  even  that  away  from 
her  which  they  now  allowed  ;  but  if  they 
cbuld  not,  there  was  no  reason  why  she 
should  not  be  maintained  suitably  to  her 
rank  in  the  state.  If  the  King  were  to 
die  to-morrow,  and  she  was  to  come  to 
the  tlmme/whti  wenM'ttie  right  hctti. 
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gentleman  then  do  ?  Would  there  be  no 
provision  made  for  hersiroilar  to  that  which 
had  been  made  for  other  queens  of  Eng- 
land ?  In  the  peculiar  situation  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  stood,  first  as 
coansellor  to  the  Princess,  and  now  as  mi- 
nister and  adviser  to  the  Prince,  there 
was  no  man  capable  of  giving  more  infor- 
mation to  the  House.  He  wished  to  know 
why  he  had  cast  off  one  client  to  take  a 
brief  from  another  ?  He  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  hot  the  fomenter 
of  the  existing  differences  between  the 
royal  pair;  and  he  really  thought  that  he 
was  bound,  both  to  the  country  and  his 
own  character,  to  give  some  explanation 
of  his  conduct. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  as  for  what  he  was  bound  to  do  froni 
regard  to  the  country  and  his  own  cha- 
racter, he  should  always  judge  for  himself. 
He  did  not  know  in  what  capacity,  or  with 
what  exact  view,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
came  forward  thus  to  question  him ;  but 
he  had  no  objection  whatever  to  state,  that 
neither  in  his  capacity  of  counsellor  to  her 
Royal  Highness,  nor  in  any  other  charac- 
ter whatever,  had  he  any  charge  against  her 
Royal  Highness,  or  the  means  of  bringing 
forward  any  charge,  and  that  he  never  meant 
to  cast  the  slightest  reflection  upon  her. 
tie  would  say  nothing  further  on  the  sub- 
ject. As  to  this  discussion,  he  had  no  de- 
legated authority  ;  no  commands  to  pro- 
pose an  additional  srant  for  the  Princess  of 
Wales.  Nevertheless,  if  he  could  collect 
that  it  was  the  sense  of  parliament  that 
such  additional  provision  should  be  made, 
he  made  no  doubt  but  that  he  would 
shortly  be  fully  authorized  to  recommend 
it 

Mr.  Tiemey  contended,  that  it  was  when 
gmnxs  were  making  for  all  the  other 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  tliat  a  pro- 
posal for  an  increased  establishment  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales  might  be  expected. 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now  gave 
the  House  to  understand,  that  if  they  ab- 
iokitely  would  have  it  so,  why  then  he 
v^ould  abate  something  of  his  dignity,  and 
comply  with  their  desire  so  far  as  to  re- 
commend a  grant  to  her  Royal  Highness. 
But  in  saying  that  he  was  not  authorised, 
«^that  he  ha^  no  commands  to  bring  for- 
ward such  a  measure,  the  righl  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  declaring,  in  other  words,  that 
he  had  not  advised  such  a  measure.  He 
was  glad,  however,  to  have  heard  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  state  distinctly,  that 
b*  kn«w  no  charge  against  her  Royal 
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Highness  as  Princess  of  Wales.  Ail  he 
could  conclude  was,  that  as  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  wife  of  the  Prince  Regent,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  parliament 
knowing  of  no  charge  against  her,  she 
ought  not  to  remain  dependant  on  the  plea* 
sure  of  the  Prince. 

Mr.  CourUnay  said  this  was  the  first  time, 
he  believed,  that  the  House  had  been 
called  on  to  prescribe  what  Message  ought 
to  be  communicated  to  them  from  the 
crown.  He  thought  there  was  a  delicacy 
with  respect  to  the  Prince  Regent  and  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  which  the  House  ought 
not  to  lose  sight  of. 

Mr.  C.  Adatns  considered  this  subject  of 
the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales  improperly  introduced  in  the 
present  question,  and  by  a  sort  of  side 
wind.  Such  a  consideration  was  not  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  he  thought  it  un- 
fair to  hamper  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
the  way  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site were  attempting. 

Mr.  WhUbread  reprobated  the  doctrine 
thrown  out  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  give  no 
advice,  but  that  if  the  House  should  shew 
any  disposition  to  provide  for  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  Regent,  be  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  make  the  communica- 
tion to  the  Prince  Regent.  The  House 
had  now  heard  from  a  person  who  was  so 
well  qualjBed  to  judge,  Brst  as  counsel  em- 
ployed by  her  royal  highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  and  then  afterwards  as  the  mi- 
nister of  the  crown,  that  the  conduct  of 
her  Royal  Highness  was  perfectly  blame- 
less. It  was  certainly  a  very  great  satis- 
faction to  hear,  that  no  imputation  could 
be  cast  on  the  Princess  of  Wales.  This 
was  peculiarly  satisfactory,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  could  not  forget  that  her 
Royal  Highness  once  stood  in  his  estima- 
tion as  a  person  who  had  been  stigmatized 
for  impropriety  of  conduct,  and  that  he 
published  a  Book  for  the  express  purpose 
of  establishing  her  innocence,  by  the  re- 
moval of  those  accusations.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  do  well  not  to  for- 
get, however,  that  her  Royal  Highness 
still  remained  unvindicated.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that  there  was  nothing  improper 
in  taking  this  subject  into  consideration  at 
the  present  time,  when  every  branch  of 
the  royal  family,  but  the  Princess  Regent, 
was  provided  for.  When  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  made  a  demand  of  an  establish- 
ment for  the  unfortunate  monarch,  of  to 
many  lords  of  the  bed  chamber,  and  t^ 


1453      ^'^  rnpccling  Members  who  become  Bankruptu      Mabch  23«  1812. 


[146 


many  grooms  of  the  stole  (and  be  it  re* 
membered,  that  they  could  be  employed 
only  m  giving  accounts  to  his   anxious 
subjects  of  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health, 
of  which  the  public  could  get  accounts 
only-  once  in  a  month)— when  the  House 
saw  large  grants  made  to  all  the  younger 
tons  of  bis  Majesty,  and  a  grant  of  9,000/. 
per  annum  asked  for  to  each  of  the  Pr in- 
cases; he  would  put  it  to  them  if  that 
was  an  improper  time  to  come  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  claiming  some  provision  for 
a  person  in  that  high  and  exalted  situation 
in  which  h^r  Royal  Highness  was  placed  ? 
—When  the  House  heard  from  a  person  so 
well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as  the 
right  bon.  gentleman,  that  her  Royal  High- 
ness was  not  in  anywise  blameable,  when 
they  heard  this  from  the  very  man  who 
would  have  proved  to  the  world  in  his 
book  that  she  was  innocent,    he  would 
again  ask  if  this  was  an  improper  time  to 
come  forward  with  a  proposal  to  parlia- 
ment? It  remained  to  be  enquired,  whe- 
ther the  funds  already  provided  were  or 
were  not>sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

The  Qumcdtor  qfthe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  what  be  had  stated  with  respect  to  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  was,  that  neither  in 
hta  situation  as  counsel  to  her  Royal  High- 
liess.  nor  in  aiiy  other  character,  was  he 
conscious  that  there  existed  a  ground  of 
charge  against  Jier.  He  should  always 
be  prepared  to  make  the  same  statement. 

Mr.  Lockhari  was  of  opinion  that  the 
only  question  now  before  the  House  was 
whether  the  annuity  now  proposed  was  fit 
to  be  granted  to  the  Princesses  ?  He  was 
clearly  of  opinion  it  was  no  more  than  what 
was  demanded,  and  of  course  the  resolh- 
tion  had  bis  decided  support. 

Mr,  EUi$oH  agreed,  tnat  the  only  ques- 
tion now  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  was,  the  propriety  of  the  grant  now 
proposed  to  the  Princesses.  Whether  an 
additional  establishment  should  be  made 
for  the  Princess  of  Wales  was  not  a  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  He  must  depre- 
cate the  manner  in  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Perceval)  had  been  cate- 
chised on  this  subject — It  was  unparlia- 
mentary, indelicate,  and  improper. — With 
family  matters  that  House  had  nothing  to 
do,  and  in  at  all  interfering,  gentlemen 
might  widen,  instead  of  healing,  any 
breach  which  unfortunately  at  present  ex- 
isted. 

Sir  /.  Newport  rose  to  enter  his  protest 
against  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  juit  tat  down,   and 
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who  so  pointedly  disapproved  of  what  be 
termed  catechising  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  opposite.  So  far  firom  the  qoestiont 
which  had  been  addressed  to  that  ri^bt 
hon.  gentleman  being  either  improper,  in« 
delicate,  or  unparliamentary,  in  his  opi« 
nion  they  were  exactly  the  reverse  of  ail 
these.  When  grants  were  propoted  to  ba 
made  to  remote  branches  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily, what  could  be  more  natural,  or  moro 
directly  in  order,  than  to  ask  why  another 
person,  more  nearly  allied  to  the  throne, 
was  alone  passed  by }  On  every  propo* 
sition  for  a  money  grant,  he  had  no  hesi* 
tation  in  declaring  it  to  be  his  decided 
conviction,  that  it  was  not  only  the  rights 
but  the  duty  of  the  House,  to  catdchise 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  On  the  sub- 
ject  which  had  been  so  repeatedly  alluded 
to  this  night,  there  was,  in  bis  conception 
of  it.  something  extremely  mysterious, 
which  required  being  accounted  for ;  par- 
ticularly, he  thought  the  House  was  en- 
titled to  know  from  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, why  he,  who  had  been  the  advocate 
for  her  Royal  Highness,  should  now  hava 
been  converted  into  the  person  who  wat 
to  withhold  from  her  that  justice  to  i^bich 
she  was  entitled.  He  wished  to  ask  too, 
whether  the  Book  which  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  had  at  one  time  prepitred  for 
publication,  had  had  the  printer's  nama 
affixed  to  it.  as  was  required  by  law.  or 
whether,  as  had  been  reported,  it  wat 
printed  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  own 
hoiise  ?  He  repeated,  that  he  thought  tha 
House  entitled  to  know  on  what  ground 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  for- 
merly been  so  loud  in  declaring  the  inno- 
cence of  her  Royal  Highness,  abstained 
from  reccommending  that  she  should  be 
placed  in  that  rank  in  the  country  ta 
which  she  was  justly  entitled  ? 

The  Resolution  was  then  put.  and  agreed 
to  without  a  division,  and  the  House  hav- 
ing resumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

Bill  respecting  Members  who  bb- 
coME  Bankrupts.]  Mr.  7'Aofiipf on  moved 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  Wroitcsley  thought  that  it  would  ba 
a  hard  case,  in  times  like  the  present^  foe 
any  man,  who,  by  accident,  might  become 
a  bankrupt,  to  be  compelled  to  vacate  his 
seat. 

Mr.  H,  Smith  could  not  see  why  par- 
sons who  had  suffered  so  severe  an  exectt« 
tion  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  should  bt 
more  hardly  punished  than  thota  who  tuf- 
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fered  a  less  severe  execution,  but  who 
i^ere  equally  unable  to  pay  their  debts. 
The  law  ought  to  apply  generally,  or  not 
at  all.  In  the  present  situation  of  the 
country*  the  mere  circumstance  of  be- 
coming a  bankrupt  did  not,  in  his  opinion, 
render  a  man  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  that 
House.  He  trusted  some  consideration 
would  be  had  for  those  whose  bankrupt- 
cies were  attribqtable  to  misfortune  alone  ; 
and  he  declared  that  he  had  known  more 
instances  than  one  of  bankrupts  who  had 
evinced  by  their  conduct  the  highest  sen- 
timents of  honour. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought  great  credit  was 
Aue  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  Bill  into  the  House.  So  far  were  the 
provisions  of  it  from  imposing  a  particular 
hardship,  that  the  various  existing  statutes, 
if  they  were  strictly  interpreted,  would  in 
his  opinion  disqualify  a  bankrupt  from  re- 
taining his  seat,  and  would  authorise  a  mo- 
tion for  a  new  writ  in  the  case  of  a  bank- 
ruptcy. Now  the  proposed  measure  did 
Dot  go  to  an  immediate  removal ;  but  left 
the  possibility  of  ultimately  retaining  the 
seat.  He  did  not  doubt  that  many  bank- 
rupts entertained  sentiments  of  high  ho- 
nour ;  but  such  an  argument  as  that,  on 
that  account  alone,  they  should  not  vacate 
their  seats,  went  against  all  qualifications 
whatever. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  contended,  that  the  legis- 
lature had  wisely  declared,  that  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons  should  have  a 
certain  qualification,  that  he  might  be  in- 
dependent of  any  corrupt  motives.  A 
bankrupt  necessarily  declared  himself  not 
worth  a  shilling,  and  were  that  the  sole 
ground  of  objection  to  a  bankrupt's  re- 
taining his  seat  in  parliament,  he  should 
think  it  amply  sufficient. 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  the  3001.  a 
year  qualification  required  by  the  statute 
would  be  now  equivalent  to  1,000/.  He 
thought  it  necessary  to  maintain  the  law 
of  qualification  in  point  of  property  in  the 
elected  as  well  as  in  the  electors. 
'  Mr.  Lamb  observed,  that  the  Qoalifica- 
cation  Act  provided,  that  a  member  should 
'have  a  certain  qualification  when  he  took 
ftts  seat,  but  further  it  did  not  eo.  He 
troold  not  give  his  consent  to  a  Bill  which 
^•appeared  to  him  to  trench  upon  one  of 
the  first  rights  of  the  subject,  namely  an 
-elif^ibility  tositin  that  House. 
-  The  Chancellor  (^  the  Exchequer  allowed 
'that  the  existing  law  n^as  anomalous  :  for 
"Irish  members  becoming  •  bankrupts,  va- 
cated their  seats,  while  English  members| 
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did  not ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
brought  in  the  Bill,  had  introduced  provi- 
sions from  the  Irish  act,  which  were  not 
applicable  to  the  English  law  of  bankrupts. 
To  equalise  the  situation  of  the  members 
of  both  countries  in  this  respect,  the  law 
must  be  embarrassed  with  many  provisions 
of  a  different  nature.  At  present,  the  Bill 
appeared  to  him  to  be  extremely  defec- 
tive. An  interval  of  six  months  was  al- 
lowed by  it  after  the  bankruptcy,  before 
the  exclusion  of  the  bankrupt  from  the 
House.  In  the  course  of  that  time,  either 
by  gift,  bequest,  or  his  own  exertions,  the 
bankrupt  might  become  better  qualified 
than  when  he  originally  entered  parlia- 
ment. On  the  whole,  he  thought  it  better 
to  reject  the  Bill,  tlian  to  admit  it  with  alt 
the  embarrassing  provisions  with  which  it 
must  necessarily  be  attended. 

Mr.  Thoffipton  declared,  that  his  object 
was  to  preserve,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
independence  of  parliament,  and  'to  pre- 
vent persons  who  possessed  no  qualifica- 
tion, from  sitting  in  that  House,  and  making 
laws  for  the  community.  No  doubt  there 
were  honourable  bankrupts,  but  nine  cases 
of  bankruptcy  out  of  ten,  werd  attributa- 
ble to  folly  and  imprudence.  A  country 
magistrate  would  look  shyly  at  a  justice, 
who  presumed  to  sit  on  the  bench  and  ad- 
mister  the  law,  after  having  paid  his  ere* 
ditors  a  shilling  or  half-a- crown  in  (he 
pound ;  nor  dia  he  think  such  a  person 
much  more  fit  for  a  legislator. 

Mr.  Giddy  supported  the  Bill,  on  the 
principle  that  power  and  property  ought 
never  to  be  separated  ;  and  therefore,  that 
all  members  of  that  House  ought  to  be 
duly  qualified  by  the  possession  of  certain 
property.  Nothing  had  tended  more  to 
mjure  that  House  in  the  public  opinion, 
than  that  bankrupts  and  insolvent  persons 
had  been  allowed  to  sit  among  tliem;  and 
he  was  anxious  to^  remove  this  stain  frotn- 
their  character. 

The  House  then  divided.  For  the  second 
reading  22;  Against  it  19.     Majority  9. 
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T\usd4^,  March  24. 

Bank  of  England  Notes]  Earl 
Gr^  said,  that  a  measure  was  then  in  pro- 
gress through  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  embraced  a  subject  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  country.  From 
all  that  he  had  heard  on  the  subject,  lie 
could  view  th^  measure  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  Bill  for  making;  Bank- notes  a  M* 
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gal  tender.  ^  In  his  opinion,  therefore,  prior 
to  any  discussion  on  the  Bill,  some  infor- 
mation should  be  laid  before  the  House, 
to  shew  how  iar,  in  the  event  of  the  mea- 
tore  having  the  efiect,he  stated,  the  public 
could  receive  it,  without  some  sufficient  se- 
coritj  being  given — to  point  out  how  far 
the  country' could  rely  on  that  which  was 
proposed  to  be  introduced  as  a  valid  secu- 
rity. He  should,  therefore,  feel  it  his  duty 
to  move  for  an  account  of  the  number  of 
notes  which  had  been  presented  at  the 
Bank,  for  payment,  within  a  specific  time, 
and  refused,  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
forgeries.  If  no  objection  were  made  to 
the  production  of  this  paper,  he  would 
inove  for  it  to-morrow.  If,  however,  any 
opposition  were  likely  to  be  manifested, 
he  would  postpone  it  till  after  the  holidays. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  he 
would,  at  present,  say  nothing  more  about 
the  Bill  to  which  the  noble  earl  had  ad- 
verted, than  that  he  was  entirely  mistaken 
as  to  its  principle.  When  the  measure 
.  was  regularly  before  them,  he  should  be 
ready  to  state  his  opinion  fully.  With  re- 
spect to  the  account  for  which  the  noble 
earl  expressed  his  intention  of  moving,  he 
was  desirous,  before  such  a  motion  was 
submitted  to  the  House,  to  know,  whether 
any  objection  against  producing  it,  existed 
in  the  quarter  from  whence  it  must  be  de- 
rived ;  and,  if  any,  what  the  nature  of  that 
objection  was.  That  he  might  procure  sa- 
tisfaction on  those  points,  he  wished  a  short 
delay  to  take  place.  Probably,  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  to-morrow,  of  ac- 
quiring that  information ;  and,  if  so,  he 
would  communicate  the  result  to  the  noble 
earl. 

Toleration  Act.]  Lord  i/o//aitc{  said, 
tbatduring  the  last  session  of  parliament  a 
Bill  had  been  submitted  to  their  lordships 
by  a  noble  viscount  (Sidmouth)  whom  he 
did  not  then  see  tn  his  place,  relative  to  the 
Dissenters,  which,  however,  the  House  had 
not  thought  proper  to  adopt.  Without 
meaning  to  state  bis  own  feelings  and  opi- 
nions, as  they  respected  that  Bill,  their 
lordshipsmust  be  aware  that  it  had  created 
a  great  sensation  throughout  the  country, 
and  that,  in  consequence,  a  new  construc- 
tion had  been  put  on  certain  parts  of 
the  Toleration  Act,  diiferent  from  any  that 
had  before  prevailed.  On  that  conatruc- 
tion  he  would  say  nothing.  It  certainly 
would  be  indecorous  for  him  or  any  other 
member  of  parliament,  to  animadvert  on 
it,  as  having  the  sanction  of  judicial  au- 
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thority.  He  had  heard  some  time  since/ 
that  ii  was  the  intention  of  government  to.« 
afford  relief  to  those  persons  who  were  ex«r 
posed,  by  this  new  construction,  to  severe 
disappointment,  by  introducing  a  Bil^into 
parliament  for  that  purpose.  He  aiway^^ 
thought,  that  any  act  of  grace  came  best 
firom  the  executive  government ;  and, 
while  there  was  any  expectation  that  they 
would  propose  some  measure  of  relief,  he 
had  waiteo,  with  great  anxiety «  to  give 
any  humble  assistance  which  lay  in  bit 
power,  towards  its  completion.  But,  as 
they  were  now  approaching  the  recess* 
and  a  considerable  part  of  the  session  had 
elapsed,  he  wished  to  be  informed  whethev 
it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  noble 
lords  opposite,  to  submit  any  measure  to 
parliament,  of  the  nature  to  which  he  hid 
adverted.  Because,  if  no  such  intention 
existed,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  serious 
consideration,  whether  a  proposition  should 
not  be  made  by  some  noble  lord  not  con* 
nected  with  the  government. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
Question  of  construction  had  not  yet  been 
none  with  in  the  courts  of  law,  for  he  un* 
derstood  that  it  was  intended  to  have  the 
decision  of  the  court  of  King^s-bench  re« 
viewed  by  appeal,  or  in  some  other  way* 
When  the  question  was  completely  settled 
in  the  courts  below,  then  would  be  the 
time  to  bring  before  parliament  whatever 
might  be  proper  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  the  matter  had 
been  decided  by  the  court  of  KingV 
bench;  and  what  he  wanted  to  know  was, 
whether  there  was  any  intention  on  the 
part  of  government  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill 
as  that  which  he  had  mentioned'  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  again  asserted, 
that  the  question  had  not  been  altogether 
disposed  of  in  the  courts  below.  Some 
applications  had  been  made  to  govern- 
ment for  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  but  he  thought 
it  quite  time  enough  to  answer  such  ques^ 
tions  as  these,  when  the  matter  should  be 
decided  in  the  courts  of  law. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  understood  the  noble 
lord's  opinion  to  be,  that  it  was  most  expe<^ 
dient  to  let  the  business  lie  over  until  the 
disputed  point  was  decided.  It  was  a  mat* 
ter  of  great  interest  to  a  very  large  body  of 
persons,  and,  therefore,  it  was  highly  im* 
portant  that  they  should  be  apprised  of 
the  decision  as  iftoon  as  possible.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know,  supposing  the 
recent  construction  of  the  act  was  upheld, 
whether,  in  that  case^  governmeot  con- 
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templated  »ny  measure  of  relief  for  those 
who  would  b>e  affiscted  by  it  ? 

«  ^^ 

Offices    in  Ritersioic  Bill.]      The 

order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill  being  read, 

Earl  Grotvenar  obserTed,  that  he  had  a 
strong  aversion  to  these  temporary  measores 
on  so  important  a  subject.  He  should  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  in  the 
hopes  that  their  lordships  would  agree  to 
an  extension  of  its  principle,  and  continue  . 
the  prohibition  of  granting  offices  in  re- 
version for  20  years.  He  was  thoroughly 
convinced  that  these  grants  ought  to  be 
completely  abolished.  It  was,  in  his  opi- 
sioUj  a  measure  of  the  greatest  conse- 

3uence,  though  he  knew  that  it  had  been 
escribed  by  some  as  one  of  very  trifling 
importance,  and  by  persons,  too,  who 
might  have  had  the  best  reason  to  be  sa- 
tisfied of  its  gpreat  importance.  It  was 
sufficient,  however,  for  bis  slrgument,  that 
the  public  thought  it  a  measure  of  the  last 
importance ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  unless 
these  grants  were  abolished,  the  constitu* 
tion  itself  would  be  endangered.  He  had, 
on  a  former  occasion,  brought  this  ques- 
tion before  their  lordship^,  and  he  was 
not  yet  discouraged.  On  whatever  side 
of  the  Hoove  he  might  find  himself,  he 
should  still  p^severe  till  the  object  was 
accomplished.  He  was  satisfied,  that  un- 
less the  practice  of  granting  offices  in  this 
way  was  abolished,  the  people  would  feel 
a  perpetual  distrust  of  the  executive  go- 
▼ernment.  There  -was  hardjy  any  indi- 
▼idual,  he  should  suppose/ but  wished  the 
abolition  of  the  practice,  except  such  as 
expected  to  profit  by  jts  continuance. 
Their  lordships  had  before  recognized  the 
principle  of  the  measure  of  abolition. 
But  it  had  been  argued^  that  no  material 
saving  was  to  be  expected  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure.  It  had  not  been  ad- 
vocated merely  on  the  ground  of  the  im- 
mediate saving  it  would  produce ;  but  sup- 
posing it  had,  he  contended,  that  the  ar- 
gument was  far  from  being  unfounded. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  measure  was 
highly  important,  even  with  a  view  to  im- 
mediate economy.  If  the  abolitioB  of  the 
practice  had  taken  place  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  reign,  several  places  which 
now  existed  would  have  been  altogether 
abolished,  and  there  would  have  been  a 
saving  to  the  state  of  many  millions.  A 
strong  objection  to  these  reversions^  also 
was,  the  clandestine  manner  in  which 
they  were  given.    The  appointment  of 
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Mr.  Buller  to  be  Clerk  to  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil had  lately  been  noticed  in  another 
place ;  and  the  statement  in  reply  was, 
that  this  place  had  been  long  ago  giv^n  to 
Mr.  Buller  in  reversion,  even  while  he 
was  an  infant.  This  was  what  hardly  any 
body  had  been  aware  of,  and  was  a  proof 
of  the  secret  way  in  which  these  transac- 
tions were  carried  on.  Mr.  Buller  might 
be  a  proper  person  for  the  office :  he  knew 
nothing  about  that,  either  one  way  or  the 
other  ;  but  if  he  was,  the  public  was  so 
far  fortunate,  and  more  fortunate  than  it 
deserved  to  be,  since  it  had  permitted  this 
practice  to  continue  so  long.  He  main- 
tained that  its  abolition  would  be  most  im- 
portant, as  recognizing  the  principle  of 
economy,  besides  the  actual  saving  which 
it  would  produce.  The  noble  earl  then 
adverted  to  the  reason  assigned  in  the 
preamble  for  passing  this  temporary  mea- 
sure, which  was.  that  something  con- 
nected with  the  subject  was  under  consi- 
deration by  a  committee  of  the  other 
House.  The  reason  was  an  absurd  one,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  exected  to  operate  wiih 
their  lordships.  They  could  not  regularly 
take  notice  of  what  was  under  considera- 
tion- in  the  other  House ;  but  they  all 
knew,  that  the  subject  referred  to  was  that 
of  sinecure  offices.  And  the  truth  really 
was,  that  these,  though  distinct  from  re- 
versions in  one  sense,  were  nearly  con- 
nected with  them  in  another.  They  were 
inseparably  linked  together.  They  were 
the  vultures  that  preyed  on  the  vitals  of 
the  country,  and  as  they  had  lived  so  they 
ought  to  die  together.  He  hoped  he 
should  not  be  told  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  as  an  excuse 
for  himself,  that  many  distinguished 
chancellors  had  granted  offices  in  rever- 
sioi^.  It  did  not  follow,  therefore,  that 
they  approved  of  the  practice,  or  that  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  himself  approved 
of  it.  That  most  excellent  man  and  dis- 
tinguished judge,  sir  Matthew  Hale,  had 
decried  the  practice ;  lord  Coke  had 
also  decried  it ;  and  was  it  to  be  doubted 
but  lord  Hardwicke  and  other  eminent 
chancellors  disapproved  of  it,  and  would 
have  said  so  if  the  occasion  had  arisen } 
If  this  practice  were  abolished,  that  would 
indeed  be  a  day  of  jubilee — of  real  jubilee 
for  the  people:  but  without  this,  all 
would  be  discontent  and  disappointment. 
The  Prince  Regent  would  have  to  regret 
the  pernicious  advice  which  had  led  him 
to  treat  with  indifference,  not  to  say  with 
contempt  and  scorn,  propositions  of  such 
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importance  as  this.  The  noble  earl  con- 
cluded by  declaring,  that  when  the  Bill 
Game  to  be  committed,  he  woald  move  to 
extend  the  period  of  prohibition  to  twenty 
years. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  first 
Thursday  after  the  recess. 

laiSR  DisTILLERIBS SCARCITT  OF  PRO- 
VISIONS.] The  Earl  of  Damley  rose  to 
call  their  lordships'  serious  attention  to  the 
present  situation  of  the  labouriog  poor  of 
Ireland.  In  the  first  place  he  was  anxious, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  obviate  any  objections 
which  might  be  made  agamst  the  general 
principle  of  the  motion  which  he  should 
submit  to.  their  lordships.  He  thought, 
from  the  present  situation  of  Ireland,  he 
was  justified  in  calling  the  attention  of  par- 
liament towards  it :  but  he  must  at  the 
same  time  observe,  that  if  he  believed  any 
real  scarcity  of  provisions  existed  in  that 
country  at  ihe  present  moment,  he  would 
repress  his  feelings,  and  not  bring  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House  ;  because  he  knew, 
in  such  a  case,  that  the  interfei'ence  of 
their  lordships  could  not  effect  any  great 
aJieFiation  of  the  evil.  Believing,  how- 
erer,  as  he  did,  from  th^  best  information^ 
that  no  real  scarcity,  no  great  deficiency 
in  the  necessaries  of  life,  had  actually 
taken  place  in  that  quarter  of  the  empire — 
believing  that  no  immediate  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended— he  felt  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  state  that  which  he 
knew  to  be  a  fact,  namely,  that  certain 
districts  were  sufiering  all  the  miseries  and 
evils  attendant  on  a  dearth  of  provisions, 
though  no  general  scarcity  existed.  Many 
noble  lords,  from  their  residence  in  Ireland, 
might  probably  be  enabled  to  give  more 
circumstantial  information  on  the  subject 
than  he  could,  whose  knowledge  was  ne- 
cessarily derived  from  others.  But  he 
was  convinced  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
which  were  written  by  persons  on  the 
spot,  and  from  them  it  would  appear,  that 
the  high  price  of  provisions  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  subsistence  in  particu- 
lar districts,  had  been  attended  with  very 
bad  consequences.— The  noble  earl  here 
read  extracts  from  two  letters,  describing 
the  distress  which  existed  in  the  districts 
where  they  were  written,  but  the  names  of 
which  he  did  not  state. — The  facts  narrat- 
ed in  these  letters  were  undoubted,  and  a 
considerable  alarm  had  been  excited 
through  di&rent  parts  of  the  country  in 


contemplation  of  a  dearth  of  food.  A  re* 
Terend  prelate,  whom  he  did  not  then* set 
in  his  place,  but  whose  attention  was  par- 
ticularly called  to  that  part  of  Ireland 
where  the  dread  of  scarcity  was  most  pre* 
valent,  must  be  aware,  that,  in  his  diocese, 
the  poor  were  suffering  great  distress  firom 
want  of  provisions.  Now,  in  his  view  of 
the  subject,  the  legislature,  by  potting  t 
stop  to  the  distillation  from  corn  in  Ire- 
land, would  produce  very  beneficial  eflects. 
The  encouragement  of  distillation  in  Ire- 
land, he  considered  a  strange  and  singular 
kind  of  policy.  Among  all  the  evils 
which  that  country  suffered — among  all 
the  causes  which  were  said  to  produce  that 
want  of  industry,  that  spirit  of  insubordi- 
nation to  the  laws,  which  had  been  so 
much  complained  of— nothing  operated 
more  powerfully  than  the  facility  with 
which  the  Irisli  peasantry  were  enabled  to 
indulge  in  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors. 
At  a  former  period,  when  the  distillery 
was  stopped,  he  had  occasion  to  go  to  Ire- 
land, and  he  noticed,  in  the  lower  orders, 
a  very  manifest  and  praiseworthy  altera- 
tion. Instead  of  the  frequent  instabcet 
of  intoxication,  which  he  had  formerly 
witnessed,  he  saw  very  few  indeed  during 
his  reiiidence  in  Ireland  at  that  time.  He, 
therefore,  thought,  that,  when  the  prohi- 
bition was  followed  by  such  excellent  con- 
sequences, the  government  had  not  con- 
sulted the  advantage  of  the  country,  in  the 
way  all  governments  should  do,  by  again 
permitting  distillation  to  an  unlimited  ex* 
tent  to  take  place.  He  might  be  told, 
that  the  proposition  he  was  about  to  make 
came  too  late,  for  the  distiller  had  already 
purchased  his  annual  stock  of  grain,  and 
had  even  commenced  his  preparatory  pro- 
cess. To  a  certain  extent  this  might  be 
the  fact  But  the  answer  was,  why  did  not 
government  look  into  the  matter  sooner  ? 
When  they  saw  the  rising  price  of  grain, 
why  did  they  not  interfere  ?  They  had  a 
rising  market  before  them ;  and  one  of  the 
consequences  of  their  not  having  inter- 
posed was,  that  oats  had  now  arrived  at 
30«.  per  barrel.  He  should  be  sorry  to 
propose  any  thing  which  could  interfere 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Ireland ; 
but  the  present  was  an  extreme  ca«ie,  and 
deserved  immediate  attention.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  alarm  which  had  been  ex« 
cited  in  particular  parts  of  Ireland,  the 
price  of  provisions  had  been  enhanced  far 
beyond  any  thine  which  the  circum- 
stances could  justi^;  and,  as  parliament 
were  competent  to  entertain  any  measm^ 
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which  might  seem  calculated  to  remedy 
t)ie  eviJy  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
their  lordships,  even  now,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  temporarily  stopping  the 
Corn  Distillation.  He  did  not  mean  to  as- 
sert, that  this  was  the  best  measure  that 
Could  be  resorted  to — but  such  it  certainly 
appeared  to  him ;  and  if  the  noble  lords 
Opposite  would  satisfy  him  by  shewing 
tnat  they  had  done,  or  were  doing,  all  that 
the  necessity  of  the  case  required  ;  or  if^ 
in  opposition  to  what  he  had  advanced, 
tiiey  would  prove  that  no  scarcity  what- 
ever existed  in  Ireland,  he  would  very 
cheerfully  withdraw  his  motion.  His 
lordship  concluded  by  reading  the  three 
Resolutions  which  he  intended  to  propose 
for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  namely^ 
^  1st.  That  the  present  high  price  of  pro- 
visions in  Ireland  has  produced  great  dis- 
tress to  the  labouring  poor  in  that  country. 
2dly.  That  it  is  the  duty  of.  the  House  to 
take  into  consideration  the  best  means  of 
removing  the  evil.  3dly.  That  it  is  expe- 
dient, for  that  purpose,  to  suspend  the  dis- 
tillation from  grain,  while  such  high  price 
continues.'' 

The  Earl  of  Clancarty  said,  he  was  fully 
inclined  to  give  the  noble  earl  every  de- 
gree of  credit  on  the  score  of  purity  of  in- 
tention, in  coming  forward  on  the  present 
occasion ;  but  it  was  with  much  regret  he 
felt  obliged  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
noble  earl's  propositions.  Their  lord- 
ships were  not  now  to  be  remiiided  of  the 
Seat,  the  extreme  delicacy  with  which 
e  agitation  of  all  Questions  connected 
with  the  subsistence  ot  the  population  was 
attended.  They  must  feel  the  great  im- 
portance of  having  it  alleged  in  so  grave  a 
place,  that  the  executive  government  had 
neglected  its  duty  on  an  occasion  of  such 
vital  importance.  But  without  the  exist- 
ence of  any  actual  scarcity,  as  the  noble 
earl  had  avowed  his  belief  of,  and  without 
which  be  must  contend  that  any  measure 
would  be  injurious,  he  thought  it  much  to 
be  lamented,  that  the  subject  was  thus 
brought  forward.  His  information,  which 
he  had  from  the  best  sources,  from  almost 
daily  conversing  with  persons  just  arrived, 
or  from  letters  almost  daily  received  from 
Ireland,  led  him  to  draw  very  different 
conclusions  from  those  adopted  by  the 
noble  earl.  There  was  no  danger  to  be 
apprehended,  or  even  the  appearance  of 
any  degree  of  scarcity  taking  place,  at 
least  durinc  the  present  year  in  that 
country ;  that  an  universal  rise  in  the 
fu^ts  of  grain  had  taken  place  in  Ireland, 
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was  a  proposition  which  he  must  deny. 
He  haa  recently  perused  a  written  state* 
ment  of  the  prices,  in  the  principal  mar- 
kets, paiticalarly  in  the  articles  of  the  first 
necessity,  of  oats,  wheat,  and  potatoes; 
In  some  places,  oats  were  at  13<.  6(f.  the 
barrel.  At  Bantry,  they  were  at  14«.  at 
one  time,  and  afterwards  at  125.  6d, :  on 
the  very  same  day,  they  were  as  high  as 
25s.  at  the  ereat  mart  of  Cork.  Potatoes 
were  3^.  6a.  the  stone  at  Cork,  a  price 
never  known  before,  while  in  Dublin  they 
were  only  \s.  The  rise,  therefore,  was  far 
from  being  universal,  and  there  existed  no 
apprehension  of  a  scarcity.  The  propo- 
sition of  stopping  the  distilleries  would 
not  act  as  a  remedy,  particularly  now  the 
season  was  nearly  at  its  close,  and  the 
stock  in  a  state,  from  the  processes  it  haj 
gone  through,  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  the 
food  of  man.  The  government  of  Ireland 
had  earlier  and  better  information  on  the 
subject  than  either  himself  or  the  noble 
earl,  and  it  was  highly  reprehensible  if  it 
did  not  adopt  every  practicable  expedient 
to  avert  the  dangers  contemplated  oy  the 
noble  earl.  The  principal  cause,  m  his 
opinion,  for  a  rise  in  the  prices  of  grain 
in  Ireland,  was  the  great  exportations  of 
corn  from  that  country,  and  particularly 
to  Great  Britain.  It  had  been  stated,  that 
the  proportion  of  wheat  imported  here 
from  Ireland  was  about  one-tenth ;  but  of 
late  years,  the  proportion,  in  the  article 
of  wheat  alone,  amounted  to  one  third  of 
the  whole  of  the  British  importation !  To 
this  the  measure  proposed  by  a  right  hon. 
baronet  in  another  House,  greatly  contri- 
buted. .He  meant  not  to  impugn  the  mea- 
svre,  it  was  of  advantage  not  only  to  Ire- 
land, but  to  the  empire  at  Istrge  [Hear, 
hear!  from  the  marquis  of  I^nsdown]. 
As  to  any  serious  apprehensions  of  a 
scarcity 'in  Ireland,  he  was  far  from  ap- 
prehending any.  The  noble  duke  at  the 
head  of  that  government  did  not  sleep 
upon  other  occasions,  and  he  was  not 
likely  to  slumber  on  this.  Judging  and 
feeling  as  he  did  of  the  noble  earl's  pro- 
position, he  should  take  the  liberty  to 
move,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  took  the  op- 
portunity to  offer  a  few  general  remarks 
on  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  measure 
adverted  to  in  terms  of  approbation  by 
the  noble  earl,  which  had  been  proposed 
by  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (sir  J.  New- 
port) in  another  place ;  the  effect  would 
be  more  to  quality  and  yender  Ireland  a 
grand  granary  for  supply,  and  almost  an 
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inexhaustible  soarce  of  supply  to  the  em- 
pire at  large.  A  system  of  frequent  and 
reciprocal  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  sister  island tf^  was  onej  he  thought, 
the  raost  to  be  wished  for,  as  the  system 
tikely  to  be  productiye  of  the  greatest  re- 
ciprocal advantage. 

Viscount  Mounifojf  made  a  few  remarks 
in  support  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
earl  of  Clancarty. 

Lord  Holland  shortly  observed,  that 
from  what  had  transpired  of  the  subject, 
he  felt  it  rather  difficult  to  understand 
hpon  what  principle,  and,  with  reference 
to  the  degree  of  scarcity  to  be  apprehend- 
ed^ upon  what  ground  it  was  deemed  ad- 
Tisable  to  stop  the  distilleries  in  England, 
that  would  not  equally  apply  to  Ireland. 

The  motion  for  an  adjournment  was 
then  carried  without  a  division. 
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T\iesd(iy,  March  24. 
Breach  of  Privilege — Complaint  re- 

BFRCTIMG    A   WiTNESS   BEING   ArRESTED.] 

Mr.  Eden  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  taking  into  consideration  the  matter 
of  the  Complaint  made  to  the  House,  that 
Mr.  Campbell  being  summoned  to  attend 
ihe  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  manner  in  which  Sentences  of  Trans- 
portation have  been  executed,  and  into  the 
effects  which  have  been  produced  by  that 
IDode  of  punishment,  had  been  arrested 
by  a  Sberiff^s  Officer  yesterday,  on  his 
way  to  the  House,  be  now  read. 

The  order  being  read,  Mr.  Campbell 
was  called  to  the  bar,  and  interrogated  by 
the  Speaker. 

CL  Yoar  name,  sir,  is  Campbell? — A. 
Yes,  Robert  Campbell. 

I>id  you  receive  an  order  to  attend  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  yes- 
terday ?— Yes,  I  did. 

In  writing  ? — In  writing. 

[The  Order  was  here  put  in  and  read. 
It  was  signed  by  Mr.  Eden,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  and  ordered  Mr.  Camp- 
bell to  attend.] 

Were  you  prevented  from  attending  by 
siny  circumstance,  and  what  ? — I  was. 

By  what  ? — By  an  arrest. 

Where  ? — In  my  own  house.  I  had 
been  out  in  the  morning,  and  a  little  past 
twelve  o'clock  returned  home  for  some 
papers  which  might  assist  mQ  in  answer- 
ing questions  which  might  be  put  to  me 
by  the  Committee,  and  which  I  had  for- 
gotten.   I  found  Ihere  three  sheriff's  offi- 


cers, and  was  immediately  served  with  a 
writ  by  one  of  them.  I  stated  to  him  my 
situation  in  regard  to  the  order  of  the 
Committee,  and  shewed  him  the  order,  as 
m^  protection,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  He 
said  I  must  go  with  him,  and  aUer  goin|^ 
up  stairs  to  speak  to  my  family,  who  were 
much  distressed)  I  went  with  him  accord- 
ingly to  a  lock-up-house  in  Black-friarii- 
road. 

Did  you  shew  him  the  order  before  h^ 
look  you  from  your  house  ? — I  did. 

What  is  (be  officer's  name? — I  har^ 
since  understood  it  to  be  Hindson. 

At  what  o'clock  were  you  arrested  ? — 
At  about  a  quarter  past  twelve. 

Where  is  your  house  ?— No.  1,  Walcoti 
place,  Lambeth. 

How  long  had  yoq  been  absent  from  home 
before  the  time  of  your  return? — Froth 
about  half  past  nine  o  clock — [and  here  the 
witness  mentioned  the  various  places  hie 
called  at,  and  transacted  business,  till  tbte 
period  of  his  return,  in  consequence  of 
having  forgotten  the  papei*s  before  men- 
tioned.] 

Mr.  Campbell  was  ordered  to  remain  at 
the  bar,  and  Mr.  Hindson  to  be  called  ; 
but  on  Mr.  Wilson,  a  Member,  rising  to 
ask  information  from  the  Speaker,  as  to 
the  proper  course  of  proceeding,  the  wit- 
ness was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  stated  some  objection 
that  appeared  to  him  ?  In  reply  to  which. 

The  Shaker  said,  it  was  the  established 
course  of  the  House  first  to  ascertain,  by 
evidence,  the  nature  of  the  facts,  and  then 
it  was  competent  for  any  hon.  gentleman 
to  propose  what  course  he  thought  fit  to 
be  adopted. 

The  parties  were  then  called  in,  aiid 
Hindson,  the  officer,  examined : 

Your  name  is  Hindson  ? — ^Yea, 

You  are  a  sheriff's  officer  ? — I  am. 

Bid  you  '  arrest  Mr.  Campbell  yester- 
day ? — 1  did. 

Where,  and  at  what  time  ?  At  No.  1, 
Walcot-place,  Lambeth,  about  1 2  o'clock. 

On  what  process,  a  civil  or  criminal 
action  ?— On  a  special  Capias  for  debt. 

Did  he  at  the  time  allege  any  reason 
why  the  arrest  should  not  take  place  ?— 
Yes,  he  did.  He  stated  that  he  was  called 
on  to  attend  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  produced  a  written  paper 
to  that  effect,  such  as  I  had  never  seen 
before.  My  writ  included  two  persons  of 
the  name  of  Campbell  (John  and  Robert), 
and  the  order  did  not  specify  the  christtiu 
natne. 
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What  did  yoo  do  accordingly  ?-— We 
walked  together  to  Blackfriars-road,  where 
I  procured  a  special  messenger  to  go  to 
Mr.  Campbell's  attorney,  to  desire  him  to 
attend  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  I 
went  myself  to  Messrs.  Dan  and  Crossland, 
the  solicitors,  who  employed  me,  and 
stated  the  case  to  Mr.  Dan,  whom  I  saw, 
and  shewed  him  the  order  which  I  had  pro- 
cured from  Mr.  Campbell  for  that  purpose; 
Mr.  Dan  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  a 
legal  protection,  and  directed  me  not  to 
discharge  my  prisoner  till  a  proper  enquiry 
should  be  made.  From  him  I  went  to 
Mr.  James,  the  under-sheriff  of  Surrey, 
who  informed  me,  that  no  similar  case  had 
occurred  during  the  time  he  had  been  in 
office,  and  requested  to  go  for  information 
to  Mr.  Burchell,  the  under  sheriff  of  Mid- 
dlesex. I  saw  Mr.  Burchell,  who  gave  his 
opinion,  that  being  in  Surrey,  it  did  not 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House; 
and  that  I  ought  to  wait  till  a  new  order 
was  made,  which  would  probably  be  this 
day.  I  then  went  bacK  and  saw  Mr. 
Campbell.  I  told  him  that  IVIr.  Dan  re- 
fused to  grant  the  discbarge,  and  also 
what  had  passed  between  me  and  the  un- 
der-sheriflb. 

Did  you  take  any  steps  to  ascertain  if 
Mr.  Campbell  was  the  person  summoned 
by  the  Committee  ?-*-!  never  was  in  the 
House  of  Commons  before,  or  nearer  to  it 
ihan  the  court  ot  King's-beoch,  in  West- 
tninster-hall.  I  did  not  enquire  into  this, 
as  my  time  was  occupied,  as  I  have  stated, 
and  I  was  served  with  the  noUce  to  attend 
here  to-day,  soon  after  I  got  home. 

What  is  the  amount  of  the  debt?— - 
6,960/.  and  upwards.  If  it  hkd  fallen  on 
me,  it  would  have  been  utter  ruin  to  my- 
self and  family. 

The  oarties* being  withdrawn, 

Mr.  Eden,  without  offering  any  obser- 
yations,  moved — '*  That  Mr.  Campbell 
he  allowed  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
and  be  discharged  from  his  arrest.'' 

Mo  WiUon  did  not  think  him  entitled 
lo  this,  as  the  case  did  not  come  exactly 
within  their  privileges,  which  he  was  as 
anxious  to  preserve  as  any  man.  He  then 
stated  the  facts  as  disclosed  in  the  preced- 
ing evidence,  and  contended,  that  Mr. 
Campbell  being  at  that  hour  returning  to 
bis  own  house,  could  not  be  said  to  be  in 
.  progress  to  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

JMr.  Eden  felt  that  there  could  be  no 
fdoubt  on  the  question  before  the  House. 
As  Mr.  Campbelt  bad  been  ordered  to  at- 
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tend  the  Committee  at  one,  and  was  pass- 
ing by  the  Horse-guards  at  five  minutes 
after  twelve,  nothing  could  be  more  pro- 
bable than  that  he  had  returned  for  the 
purpose  he  had  forgotten. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  if 
the  witness  had  been  bonu'jide  on  his  way 
to  the  House,  its  privilege  Dught  unques- 
tionably to  be  extended  to  him ;  but  his 
being  found  at  home  might  naturally 
enough  lead  the  officer  to  suspect,  when 
the  order  was  produced,  that  it  was  some 
trick  if  the  man  was  passing  the  Horse- 
guards  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  went  home« 
as  he  had  stated,  for  a  paper  which  he  had 
forgotten ;  all  this  might  be  considered  as 
in  progress  towards  his  attending  the  Cora* 
mittee,  and  the  privilege  of  the  House 
ought  to  be  extended  to  him.  He  con- 
ceived it  must  be  admitted,  unless  the  ve- 
racity of  the  witness  were  questioned,  that 
he  was  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed,  he  had  been  some- 
where else  all  the  morning  previous  to  his 
passing  the  Horse-guards  at  twelve  o'clock, 
on  business  not  connected  with  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,  the  order  of  the 
House,  which  was  in  his  possession,  ought 
of  itself  to  haye  protected  him  from  an 
arrest. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Eden  was  of  opinion  that  no  cen- 
sure was  deserved  by  th^  unfortunate 
sheriff's  officer,  and  he  should  therefore 
not  propose  to  proceed  with  any  severity 
against  him ;  but  he  thought  Mr.  Dan,  the 
attorney,  ought  to  be  ordered  to  attend  to 
receive  a  reprimand  for  the  language 
which  he  had  held  with  respect  to  the 
order.  He  would  therefore  move  that  Mc 
Dan  he  ordered  to  attend. 

The  Speaker  wished  to  know,  if  the  hon. 
ffentleman  would  pursue'^  this  motion  be- 
fore the  House  decided  on  giving  an  order 
for  the  attendance  of  Hindson  again  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Siqiken,  before  Mr.  Dan  was  or- 
dered to  attend,  wished  to  observe  that 
there  had  appeared  no  intention  on  his  part 
to  infringe  the  privileges  of  the  House.  He 
would  put  it  to  them,  if  when  the  amount 
of  the  debt  was  considered,  it  could  be 
expected  that  any  man  would  take  upon 
himself  the  heavy  responsibility  of  order- 
ing a  discharge  ot  the  arrest,  unless  he  was 
certain  that  the  order  would  justify  his 
doing  so. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  Mr.  Dan  ought  at 
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any  rate  to  be  ctlled  to  their  bar,  and 
told  how  the  law  stood  in  that  respect. 

The  CkanctUoT  qf  the  Exckeqtier  said  it 
was  a  question  of  fact,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  no  prima  facie  case  was  made  against 
Mr.  Dan,  and  that,  as  it  did  not  appear  he 
had  any  disposition  to  treat  the  privileges 
of  the  Hoose  with  contempt,  it  was  not 
necessary  that  he  should  be  ordered  to  at- 
tend. 

Mr.  Tierney  thought  if  nothing  farther 
were  done,  and  it  appeared  on  their  Jour- 
oala  that  no  steps  were  taken  in  conse- 
quence of  such  a  breach  of  privilege,  at- 
tomies  might  hereafter  refer  to  this  case, 
and  tell  those  offending  in  a  similar  man* 
ner,  that  it  was  of  no  consequence,  and  no 
Dotice  would  be  taken  of  it  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Owent  when  the  responsibility  of  the 
man  who  discharged  an  arrest  was  consi- 
dered, thought  a  fair  excuse  appeared  for 
Mr.  Dan.  It  seemed  there  was  no  chris- 
tian name  mentioned  in  the  order,  and 
therefore  it  might  well  be  suspected  that 
it  was  intended  for  another  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  that  the  person  arrested  attempted 
improperly  to  take  advantage  of  it.  He 
thought  enough  had  been  done  to  assert 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  hoped 
they  would  give  J^he  parties  concerned  no 
ferther  trouble. 

Mr.  Bastard  understood,  that  Mr.  Dan 
had  said  "  Don't  mind  the  order  of  the 
House,  but  keep  your  prisoner.''  He 
thought  he  could  not  say  this  in  ignorance, 
and  that  consequently  a  farther  enquiry 
was  necessary.  [The  short-hand  writer  s 
notes  of  the  evidence  were  here  read.] 

Mr.  Pomonby  agreed  that  this  was  a 
question  of  fact,  but  thought  the  atten- 
dance of  Mr.  D^n  necessary,  as  he  had 
doubted  whether  or  not  an  order  of  the 
House  could  legally  protect  a  person  from 
an  arrest.  If  hi  should  appear  to  have 
doubted  not  the  effect  of  an  order  of  the 
House,  but  whether  the  order  produced 
were  genuine,  or  if  he  had  doubted  whether 
Mr.  Campbell  was  the  person  entitled  to 
its  protection ;  he  thought  there  would  be 
bat  one  opinion  in  the  House,  that  he 
should  be  discharged.  Since,  howerer, 
Mr.  Dan  had  been  stated  to  have  doubts 
on  the  subject,  it  was  proper  that  he  should 
be  ordered  to  attend  to  state  on  what  those 
doubts  were  founded. 

The  SoHciior-Oeneral  thought  it  ap* 
peared  that  Mr.  Dan,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances altogether,  wished  to  have  the 
opinion  of  counsel,  before  he  discharged 
the  person :  hut  if  it  waa  thought  necei- 
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sary  to  have  an  explanation  from  bis  owti' 
mouth,  as  to  whether  he  dispited  the  ao« 
thority  of  the  House,  or  only  the  authentic 
city  of  the  instrument,  he  should  have  na 
objection  to  his  being  called. 

Mr.  Wvtm  said,  the  act  was  a  manifest 
breach  of  privilege,  and  those  who  would 
state  the  case  most  favourably  for  Mr.  Dan* 
must  own  that  there  was  at  least  great 
doubt  in  his  expressions.  If  the  motiov 
before  the  House  was,  that  he  should  ber 
taken  into  custody,  what  had  been  stated 
by  the  gentlemen  opposite  would  haw 
great  weight,  but  they  did  not  go  i\m 
length  of  disproving  the  propriety  of  aA 
order  for  his  attendance. 

The  motion  was  then  •  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Dan  ordered  to  attend  to-morrow.- 
Mr.  Hindson  vras  also  ordered  to  attend 
again. 

Mr.  Eden  said,  he  bad  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Palroer»  a  witness  attending  a 
Committee  of  that  House,  complaining  of. 
having  been  arrested,  (a  laugh.)  He  did 
not  know  that  the  case  was  marked  byi 
circumstances  so  aggravating  as  those 
which  characterized  the  former  one ;  how- 
ever he  should  nK>ve,  that  John  Palmer 
and  Alexander  Grace,  sherifiPs  officers,  do 
attend  the  House  to-morrow^ — ^Tlie motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Sinecures  Bill.]  Mr.  Bankes  rose  and 
moved.  That  the  three  Brst  of  the  Resolo* 
tions  which,  upon  the  31st  of  Mby,  I810» 
were  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred^  to 
consider  further  of  the  Report  which,  upon 
(he  29th  of  June,  1808,  was  made  from  tha 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditure,  and 
which  Resolutions  were,  with  an  Amend* 
ment  to  the  second  and  third,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  might  be  read  ;  and  the  sama 
were  read  as  follow  : 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  utmost  attention 
to  economy,  in  all  the  branches  of  public 
expenditure,  which  is  consistent  with  tha 
interests  of  the  public  t^ervice,  is  at  all 
trnies  a  great  and  important  duty. 

''  That  for  this  purpose,  in  addition  to 
the  useful  and  effective  measures  already 
taken  by  parliament  for  the  abolition  and 
regulation  of  various  sinecure  offices,  and 
offices  executed  by  deputy,  it  is  expedient, 
afler  providing  other  and  sufficient  meant 
for  enabling  his  Majesty  dol}''  to  recom- 
pence  the  faithful  discharge  of  high  and 
effective  civil  offices,  to  abolish  all  offices 
which  have  revenue  without  employment^ 
and  to  regulate  all  ofllcea  which  have  re- 
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▼enue  extremely  disproportionate  to  em- 
ployment, excepting  only  such  as  are 
connected  with  the  -persoDal  service  of 
his  Majesty,  or  of  his  royal  family,  re- 
gard beincr  had  to  the  existing  interests 
in  any  offices  so  to  be  abolished  or  re- 
gulated. 

*'  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  all  of- 
fices, of  which  the  efTectire  duties  are  en- 
tirely or  principally  discharged  by  de- 
puty, to  the  salary  and  emoluments  actu- 
ally received  for  executing  the  business  of 
•uch  offices,  regard  being  had  to  any  in- 
crease which  may  appear  necessary  on 
account  of  additional  responsibility,  and 
sufficient  security  being  taken  for  due  per- 
formance of  the  service  in  aU  cases  of  trust 
connected  with  public  money«  regard 
being  also  had  to  the  existing  interests  in 
tuch  office." 

The  hon.  gentleman  said,  that  there  was 
nothing  on  which  the  country  looked  with 
more  pleasure  than  on  the  salutary  princi- 
ples of  regulation  which  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied to  Sinecure  offices.  Nothing,  how- 
ever could  be  so  mischievous  as  those  pub- 
lications which,  being  dictated  either  by 
ignorance  or  by  malice,  tended  to  make 
the  people  imagine,  that  any  reduction 
..which  could  be  made  in  the  department 
of  useless  offices,  was  likely  to  diminish 
in  any  sensible  degree  the  burthens  created 
by  the  war.  It  would  also  be  a  great  im- 
position on  the  House,  if  he  should  pre- 
tend, that  the  motion  which  he  had  to  pro- 
pose could  be  attended  with  an  immediate 
economical  effect  All  that  could  be  done 
was  the  establishment  of  the  economical 
principle;  and  this,  in  the  end,  would 
have  a  sure,  though  a  slow  effect.  Sine- 
cures were  but  small  drops  to  be  saved 
from  the  ocean  of  expence ;  and  again,  he 
must  caution  the  public  from  looking  to 
their  abolition  as  a  cause  of  diminishing  the 
public  burthen.  Much,  certainly,  had 
been  done  with  a  view  to  economy  within 
the  last  forty  years,— v^^uch  more,  indeed, 
than  had  been  eiiected  in  that  way  from- 
the  period  of  the  Revolution.  His  view 
was  to  abolish  every  office  to  which  no 
efficient  duties  were  attached  ;  and  this 
would  be  productive  of  gradual  benefit. 
The  offices  obnoxious  to  him  were  those 
which  were  only  burthensome,  and  not  in 
any  sense  advantageous.  He  would  fol- 
low the  rules  established  for  superannua- 
tion in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  ;  be- 
cause as  the  practice  of  bestowing  sine- 
cures at  present  stood,  there  were  seldom 
any  claims  of  meritorioua   lervice  ad- 


vanced, and  they  were  conferred  alike  on 
the  worthy  and  unworthy.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  always  shew  its  liberality,  in 
being  never  niggardly  to  services  fairly 
established: — such  money  was  never  ill 
bestowed ;  and,  in  fact,  money  must  be 
bestowed,  unless  we  chose  to  leave  public 
situations  either  to  the  aristocracy  of  for- 
tune or  to  needy  spei^uUting  adventurers. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  a  contest  be- 
tween the  aristocracy  and  the  active  talent 
of  the  country,  for  in  such  a  strife  it  re- 
quired little  sagacity  to  foresee  who 
would  be  victorious.  It  was  to  guard 
against  any  such  fatal  alternative,  that  he 
wished  meritorious  service  of  a  certain  du- 
ration to  be  rewarded  ;  not,  however,  by 
the  objeclionabie  mode  of  sinecure,  but  by 
what  he  conceived  a  far  better  substitution. 
His  motion  contemplated  the  establish- 
ment of  a  fund,  which  in  the  first  instance 
was  to  be  begun  by  the  profits  of  the  sine- 
cure which  would  soonest  drop.  The 
fund  would  be  recruited  by  the  very 
saving  of  the  plan  he  had  to  propose.  If 
any  inconvenience  should  arise  from  no 
sinecure  office  becoming  in  a  short  time 
vacant  after  the  adoption  of  his  plan,  the 
House  would  not,  he  was  confident,  be 
backward  in  supplying  the  deficiency. 
Something  ought  to  be  done  towards  the 
destruction  of  the  principle  on  which  sine- 
cures were  now  bestowed  ;  and  if  the 
principle  were  once  destroyed,  those  sine- 
cures which  might  remain,  would  only  be 
considered  as  exceptions  to  a  general  rule, 
and  would  lose  all  their  deformity.  The 
Irish  pension  list  also  deserved  to  be  looked 
into.  This  pension  list  was  enormously 
extravagant, *when  added  to  the  burthens 
which  Ireland  had  to  bear  in  contributing 
her  2-17ths  to  the  expences  of  the  whole 
country.  Its  pension  list  alone  was 
80,000/.  a  year.  He  would  not  now  oc- 
cupy more  of  the  time  of  the  House,  as 
the  time  for  discussing  the  principle  of  his 
Bill  would  be  more  properly  on  the  second 
reading.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
by  moving, "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bilh  for  abolishing  and  regulating 
sinecures  and  offices  executed  by  deputy, 
and  for  providing  other  means  lor  recom- 
pensing the  faithful  discharge  of  high  or 
effective  civil  offices,  and  for  other  econo- 
mical purposes."— Leave  was  accordingly 
given,  and  Mr.  Bankes,  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Ward  were  ordered  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. 
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Captain  King.]  Lord  Fo/AeilorK  said,  he 
held  in  his  han()  a  Petition  on  which  he 
found  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  obsenra- 
tions,  before  he  moved  that  it  should  be 
brought  up.  The  House  would  recollect 
that  previous  to  the  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres  sailing  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  sir  Home  Popham,  who  had  the 
command  of  the  naval  department,  had  by 
a  mistake  in  his  own  judgment,  illegally, 
as  it  bad  since  been  determined,  hoisted  a 
broad  pendant  and  constituted  himself  a 
commodore.  In  consequence  of  this  self- 
promotion,  he  had  appointed  the  Petitioner, 
captain  King,  a  most  deserving  and  capa- 
ble officer,  who  was  then  a  lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  captain  of  the  Diadqp,  the  com- 
modofe's  ship:  and  in  this  capacity  of 
captain,  and  with  all  the  great  responsi- 
bility attached  to  the  situation,  the  peti- 
tioner conducted  safely  the  Diadem,  and 
the  fleet  under  her  command,  from  the 
Cape  to  Buenos  Ayres.  When  the  expe- 
dition arrived  there,  the  petitioner  at  the 
instance  of  the  commander-in-chief,  took 
the  command  of  a  body  of  marines,  and 
acted  on  shore  as  a  lieutenant  colonel ;  in 
the  execution  of  which  service,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  captain  of  the  Diadem,  he 
received  the  thanks  of  his  superior 
officers.  He  had  since  been  fixed  in  his 
command  as  captain  of  the  Diadem,  and 
acknowledged  at  the  Treasury  as  a  lieute- 
nant-colonel :  but  when  the  prize-money 
came  to  be  distributed,  the  petitioner  was 
named  in  the  warrant  only  as  lieutenant 
King,  and  only  entitled  to  a  share  of  prize- 
money  as  applicable  to  that  rank  m  the 
navy.  This  was  a  very  serious  injury  to 
captain  King,  in  point  of  pecuniary  in- 
terest ;  but  besides  that,  he  felt  it  as  a  kind 
of  slur  on  his  character,  which  he  was  de- 
sirous of  having  removed.  He  had,  there- 
fore, requested  the  noble  lord  to  present 
this  Petition,  which'  the  noble  lord  had 
readily  undertaken  to  do;  but  having 
stated  this  much,  he  found  himself  at  a  loss 
how  to  proceed  for  the  best,  and  would  be 
obliged  to  the  Speaker  for  his  advice.  His 
first  idea  was  to  move  for  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case: 
but  on  farther  consideration,  he  thought 
that  it  would  be  better  to  move  merely, 
that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table :  and 
then,  as  the  case  was  well  known,  and  he 
believed,  acknowledged  by  ministers  to 
be  a  hard  one,  if  they  did  not  take  it  up  in 
a  certain  time,  he  would  make  a  motion 
on  the  subject.  This  seemed  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  as  captain  King  had  been 


deprived  of  all  chance  of  deriving  benefit 
from  a  court  of  law,  as  well  as  of  his  cha- 
racter as  an  officer.  He  moved,  there* 
fore.  That  the  petition  be  brought  up. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  it  depended 
on  how  far  this  was  an  application  for 
money,  before  the  House  could  determint 
as  to  its  being  received. 

Lord  Folkesttme  said,  the  Petition  com* 
plained  of  the  usual  practice  being  de« 
parted  from  to  his  loss  and  detriment ;  but 
it  was  not  altogether  pecuniary  compen* 
sation,  but  restoration  of  character,  which 
was  his  object  in  bringing  forward  the  Pe- 
tition. If  the  usual  practice  had  not  been 
departed  from,  he  could  have  proved  his 
rank,  tmt  being  named  as  a  lieutenant  he 
was  precluded  from  doing  so. 

The  Speaker  was  extremely  unwilling  to 
start  any  objection  to  the  Petition,  but  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  beware  how 
they  established  a  precedent  by  receiving 
it.  If  he  understood  the  noble  lord,  the 
petitioner  craved  remuneration,  and  other 
things.  Now  in  all  cases  hereafter  to  be 
brought  forward,  of  application  for  money* 
would  not  the  petitioners  pray  for  remu- 
neration and  other  things  ? 

Lord  Folkesume  mthed  to  state,  that  this 
was  not  the  language  of  the  Petition, 
which  did  not  pray  for  remuneration  and 
other  thinffs,  but  merely  his  own  comment 
on  it.  No  doubt  ultimately  the  effect 
might  be  so.  Sir  Home  Popham  had  ap- 
pointed the  Petitioner  a  captain.  This  ap- 
pointment was  not  legal  on  the  part  of  sir 
Home ;  but  was  the  Petitioner  to  dispute 
the  order  of  his  commanding  officer  to 
make  him  a  captain  ?  Was  he  to  examine 
into  sir  Home  Popham's  right  before  tak« 
ing  the  command  ?  If  he  had  objected  to 
the  appointment  he  would  have  been  guilty 
of  mutiny,  and  liable  to  be  tried  by  a 
court  martial.  It  was  true,  that  if  the  pe- 
titioner had  been  named  as  captain  of  the 
Diadem,  sir  Home  Popham  could  only 
have  received  priie  money  as  a  common 
sailor,  but  if  any  person  was  to  suffisr,  it 
was  the  person  who  committed  the  illegal 
act,  and  not  the  person  who  obeyed.  He 
at  the  time  had  been  more  than  six  months 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain.  There 
were  many  instances  of  captains  of  the 
navy,  though  in  no  command  on  shore,  still 
sharing  in  the  distribution  of  prize-money* 

The  Speaker  said,  that  on  these  grounds, 
the  noble  lord  having  shewn,  that  what  he 
had  said  respecting  remuneration  was  only 
his  own  comment,  he  now  thought  himself 
at  liberty  to  put  the  question. 
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Mr.  Boie  sUted  this  to  be  a  question  of 
very  considerable  hardship,  but  the  noble 
lord,  be  believed,  would  find  it  Yery  diffi- 
cult to  put  it  in  such  a  shape  as  to  allow  it 
to  be  successfully  entertained  by  the  House. 
He  was  not  at  present  so  well  prepared  as 
be  could  wish  to  be,  not  being  aware  of 
the  subject  coming  that  night  before  the 
House,  respecting  all  the  particulars  of 
ibis  case.  He  could  say,  however,  that  it 
was  heard  in  the  £xcheq-uer  for  many  days 
before  the  lords  of  tbe  privy  council,  sit- 
Iting  there  in  tbeir  judicial  capacity,  who, 
after  much  deliberation,  came  to  the  ulti- 
mate determination,  that  captain  King 
could  not  share  as  a  captain.  TjiiW,  he 
.could  say  was  not  done  with  any  particu- 
lar view  of  benefiting  sir  HomePopham. 
All  the  circumstances  of  the  case  had  been 
attended  to,  and  captain  King's  promotion 
taken  into  account.     The  whole  of  the 

I»rize  was  now  distributed.  He  was  wil- 
ing to  admit  captain  King's  merits,  and 
thift  his  case  was  one  of  compassion.  It 
bad  been  stated  by  the  noble  lord,  that  the 
object  of  this  Petition  was  not  only  to  ob- 
tain money,  but  to  remove  a  slur  east  upon 
him.  For  his  part  he  Had  nevev  heard  any 
thing  of  him  biit  commendation. 

JMr.  Stephen  cose  >  to  correct  an  acciden- 
tal mis-statement  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 
.Counsel  had  certainly  not  been  heard  in 
this  case  before  the  privy-council.  He 
then  entered  into  a  legal  disquisition  to 
prove,  that  the  case  was  not  a  law  case, 
-out  that  it  came  under  the  prisse  act,  to 
be  decided  under  the  prerogative.  The 
commodore  had  no  power  to  appoint  a 
-captain,  and  captain  King  having  been 
4hus  illegally  appointed,  did  not  -come 
iwithin  the  scope  of  the  proclamation  for 
the  distribution  of  priee-mooey,  under  the 
•assumed  title  to  which  he  had  do  right. 
There  was  no  apprehension,  that  this  prin- 
ciple of  exclusion  would  extend  to  any 
other  officers,  as  it  was  grounded  merely 
on  the  illegality  of  captain  King's  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr.  WhUbread  was  glad   that  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.   and  learned  gentleman 
.irho  spoke  last,  had  put  down  the  autho- 
•rity  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.    Indeed 
it  must  appear  to  any  person  impossible 
.that  till   captain  King  saw  the  warrant  be 
could  argue  against  it.     If  there  was  to  be 
.a  MiHerer  in  this  case,  there  was  no  ques- 
tion but  it  ou(i;ht  to  be  the  man  who  had 
misconducted  himself.    Captain  King  had 
;been  placed   ni  a  situation  by  sir  Home 
PophajD^  wbeie  be  bad  daierved   tbe 


thanks  of  his  country,  and  bad  received 
pay  and  forage  #noney,  a^  a  lieutenant-co- 
lonel on  shore.  He  was  U>  all  intents  and 
purposes  a  field-officer  on  shore ;  but  it 
seemed,  that  because  sir  Home  Pop  ham 
had  committed  an  illegal  act,  captain 
King  was  to  be  degraded.  He  was  not,  as 
had  been  said,  lieutenant  of  tbe  Diadem^ 
previous  to  the  appointment  in  question, 
but  commander  of  L'Espoir.  He  wa^ 
taken  out  of  his  ship  and  sent  upon  land, 
where  he  would  have  shared  as  a  field-offi- 
cer. Sir  Home  Popham,  wb^n  he  bad 
acted  in  a  different  manner  from  what  he 
ought  to  have  done,  was  to  be  rewarded  at 
the  expence  of  a  man  who  had  done  hit 
duty  .---Sir  Home,  upon  other  >, occasions, 
had  received  large  remitnera^ions  from 
the  Droits  of  Admiralty ;  hut  captain 
King,  it  seemed,  coukl  find  qo  friend  among 
the  advisers  of  ihe  crown,  4o:afibrd  him 
•any  rem uner action  fr(vn  these  funds.  'He 
apprehended  that  os^ptain^King  ^had  more 
at  stake  than  the^money ;  he  felt  that  he 
bad  been  excepted  in  the  most  invidious 
.manner;  be  felt  that  some  slur  in  ihe  pub* 
lie-mind  must  have  been  thrown  upon  him ; 
and  if  the  House  expressed  their  opinioo, 
that  4ie  persons  who  issued  the  warrant 
acted  in  an  unlawful  manner,  they  would 
do  more  for  the  satisfaction  of  captain 
King,  than  if  the  money  were  to  be  taken 
from  the  pocket  of  sir  Home  Popham,  and 
put  into  his  own.  It  was  material  to  know 
who  had  been  tbe  advisers  of  the  crown 
throughout  this  whole,  matter. 

Mr.  HiQU  stated^  that  tbe  decision  com- 
plained of  .was  not  one  'come  to  by  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  but  by  tbe  privy 
cpuncif. 

The  Chanodlcr  qf  ihe  Excheguir  appre- 
hended, that  the  Petition  was  for  money  ; 
and :asia(  .petition  for  money,  it  could  aat 
be  receivecl  by  the  House  without  i^pre- 
▼ious  recommendation  on  the- .part  of  his 
Majesty.  The  noble  lord  by  whom  it  bad 
been  introduced,  had  rightly  stated,  that 
there  was  no  actual  demand  for  money  in 
tbe  prayer  of  the  Petition,-  but  at  the  same 
time  he  had  properly  admitted,  that  pecu- 
niary remuneration  was  the  ultimate  aim, 
and  necessary  consequence  of  tbe  Petition* 
Suob,  certainly,  was  the  true  consiructioD 
to  be  put  upon-  tbe  Petition,  and  no  one 
could  possibly  entertain  a  different  opinion* 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  in  error 
to  contend,  that  there  was  no  other  mode 
of  bringing  the  subject  under  the  considera- 
tion of  parliament.  On  a  statement  of  the 
facts  coniaioed  in  tbe  PtoiitioD#they  might 
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moTe  for  papers  to  elucidate  those  (acta ; 
and  if  the  House  thought  a  sufficient 
ground  was  laid  for  the  production  of  the 
papers,  they  would  afibrd  sufficient  means 
of  judging  of  the  true  character  of  the  pro- 
ceeding alluded  to.  Whatever  might  fall 
from  hon.  gentlemen  in  the  heat  of  debate, 
be  was  convinced  that  they  did  not  really 
themtelves  believe,  that  there  was  any  pre- 
meditated injustice  in  the  present  case. 
It  certainly  was  a  case  which  had  been 
attended  with  considerable  difficulty.  It 
had  long  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
privy  council.  They  had  compared  the 
coi^icung  memorials  on  the  subject,  but 
they  had  certainly  not  beard  counsel.  The 
law  officers  of  the  crown  bad  been  con- 
aolted  by  government ;  and  the  result  of 
zM  those  deliberations  and  consultatious 
Mra#  a  determination  to  set  aside  the  illegal 
appointment  altogether,  without  any  re- 
ference to  the  character  of  captain  King  ; 
and  to  leave  the  parties  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  if  that  appointment  had  never  taken 
place.  As  to  L'£<ipoir,  the  appointment 
•f  captain  SLing  to  that  ship  proceeded 
from  the  same  source  as  his  appointment 
to  the  piadem,  and  consequently  was 
cqnaily  iJ legal.  He  received  his  share  of 
thp  prize-money  as  a  lieutenant,  which 
was  his  legal  rank*  He  was  very  ready  to 
own,  that  captain  King  having  long  acted 
as  captain,  might  feel  himself  disappointed 
in  his  expectations  of  receiving  a  larger 
share  of  prize-money  than  that  which  he 
actually  did  receive.  He  expressed  his 
regretthat  such  a ineritorious  officer  should 
experience  any  mortification ;  but  he  con- 
fessed that  the  case  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  one  of  such  hardship  as  to  demand 
relief  from  the  Droits  of  Admiralty.  Had 
his  opinion  been  different  on  this  subject, 
nothing  .would  have  been  more  easy  than 
to  have  remunerated  captain  King  from 
that  fund,  without  doing  any  injury  to  sir 
Hume  Popham,  to  whom  he  had  been  so 
strangely  accused  of  sacrificing  captain 
King's  interests.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  pause  before  they  authorised  the 
^bciogiag  of  prize  causes  before  them.. 
•They  must  be  aware  that  such  a  step 
rwouldbe  an  encroachment  on  the  preroga- 
tive ;  but  they  were  not  aware  of  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  perplexing  business  in  which 
•4noh  a  proceeding  would  necessarily  in- 
•iM>lve  tham.  .  He  begged  to  caution  gen- 
tlemen asainst  abandoning  themselves  to 
'the  firsts  reelings  of  liberality  ;  unless  in- 
deed groM  abase  and  oppression  were 
clearly.  ettabUtbad.   Ha  traitad  that  the 


House  would  agree  with  him  in  rejecting 
the  Petition,  on  the  ground  which  he  h^ 
before  stated,  namely,  that  it  was  a  Peti- 
tion  for  money,  not  recommended  by  tha 
crown  ;  leaving  the  question  open  to  dia* 
cussion  in  any  other  way,  should  the  case 
appear  to  demand  it. 

Mr.  Pansonby  was  not  prepared  to  say, 
whether  the  present  came  within  the  rula 
of  the  House ;  but  he  though t«  generally, 
that  it  was  a  Petition  directly  asking  for  a 
grant  of  public- money,  and  not  one  which 
might  ultimately  tend  to  that  efiuct,  that 
required  the  consent  and  recommendation 
of  ministers.  He  conceived  that  the  mean* 
ing  of  the  rule  was  to  make  ,  ministers  re* 
sponsible  for  what  grants  they  recooi- 
mended,  and  not  to  restrict  the  power  q£ 
parliament.  He  should  take  the  liberty, 
however,  of  suggesting  to  the  noble  lord, 
that  if  instead  of  pressing  now  to  a  divisi^, 
when  such  doubts  were  entertained,  ha 
would  withdraw  the  present  motion,  and 
move  only  for  the  Memorials  of  cap^ijp 
King  to  the  Admiralty  or  Privy .  Co^nGii, 
he  might  perhaps,  by  such  a  ^lotLon,  u)/4- 
mately  obtain  his  object. 

Sir  C  Pole  thought  that  there  v^m  a  pe« 
culiar  hardship  in  this  case.  If  captaiq 
King  had  been  appointed  through  an  error 
of  the  commander,  still  he  had  done  tha 
duty,  and  he  thought  he  ought  to  share  for 
the  rank  in  which  he  acted.  If  he  had 
been  a  simple  passenger,  and  appointed  to 
command  the  marines  on  shore,  he  thought 
that  he  must  have  shared. 

Mr.  Yarke  certainly  considered  that 
captain  King  had  suf&red  great  hardship 
but  not  injustice.  He  had  not  been  de- 
prived of  any  legal  right,  but  he  was  dis- 
appointed in  a  hope  wnich  he  mi^ht  very 
rationally  have  entertained.  As  to  stri^ 
justice,  the  doors  of  justice  were  open  |o 
him  as  well  as  to  any  other  man,  if  lie  had 
any  legal  injury  to  complain  of.  He  (;09Ai« 
dered  that  this  Petition  was  substiiniially, 
if  not  formally,  an  application  for.a.graat 
of  money,  and  that  therelore,  itcould.A^t 
be  received  wiihoutitbe  recommandatioQ 
of  ministers. 

Lord  CocAraae  was  of  opinion,  that  in- 
stead of  sharing  as  a  lieutenant,  captain 
King  ought  to  have  shared  for  thei^nkjn 
which  he.  served.  He  .thought  that  it  was 
clearly  within  tl)e  power  of  the  priny 
council  to  have  .Ordered  him  such  a  shar«| 
and  that  if  reward  wan  ihe  proper  stimulus 
for  exertion,  the  privy  council  had  com* 
mitted  a  gross  error  in.  not  awarding  him 
luoh  a  il^ua.  ^He .  beliavad^  that ,  pciaa 
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money  and  the  rewards  of  the  profession 
^ere  very  principal  causes  of  the  exertions 
made  in  it.  He  confessed  that  they  ope- 
rated on  his  mind^  and  that  it  was  the  di- 
minution of  the  prize  money  by  recent  re- 
gulations, which  principally  induced  him 
to  leave  the  profession  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  (hear,  hear !  from  the  minis- 
terial  benches.)  He  would  never  be  a 
robber  of  his  own  country,  but  he  saw  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  be  permitted  to 
plunder  our  enemies.  He  had  presented 
a  Petition  the  other  day,  which  was  re- 
fused to  be  received',  from  a  man  (general 
Sarrazin]  whom  he  considered  as  a  highly 
meritorious  officer;  and  because  minis- 
ters did  not  appear  sensible  of  his  value, 
they  refused  him  the  rewards  which,  as 
he  thought,  were  due  to  the  plans  which 
ie  had  presented  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  and  the  success  of  the  war.  He 
thought  that  injustice  had  been  done  to 
that  gallant  officer  as  Well  as  to  captain 
King,  and  that  parliament  ought  to  have 
power  to  take  such  petitions  into  their  con- 
sideration without  asking  the  consent  of 
ministers. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  said,  that  every  body 
had  been  heard  except  the  Petitioner.  He 
wished  that  the  Petition  itself  might  be 
read,  in  order  to  learn  whether  it  was  really 
an  application  for  a  grant  of  public  money, 
or  whether  it  was  not  such  a  Petition  as 
might  be  entertained  without  the  consent 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

Admiral  Harvey  thought  that  the  whole 
question  in  point  of  order  was,  whether  this 
was  a  Petition  for  money  or  not ;  and  it 
appeared  to  him  it  could  have  no  other 
object  but  money,  and  that  no  other  re- 
lief could  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
Petitioner •  He  allowed  with  the  noble 
lord  that  the  emoluments  of  the  service 
must  be  desirable  to  every  one  embarked 
in  it,  but  still  he  would  never  allow  that 
those  emoluments  were  the  only  stimulus 
to  exertion.  Although  there  were  fewer 
opportunities  now  than  there  formerly  were 
of  obtaining  glory  and  profit  in  the*  naval 
service,  still  the  sense  of  duty  would  al- 
ways stimulate  our  officers  to  proper  ex- 
ertions. If  captain  King  had  been  un- 
successful in  meeting  in  this  instance  a  se- 
rious disappointment  to  his  natural  expec- 
tations, he  hoped  some  other  opportunity 
might  occur,  in  which  his  services  would 
meet  their  proper  reward. 

Mr.  Croker  thought  it  necessary  to  state 
to  the  House  what  the  recent  alteration 
of  the  regulation  respecting  prize-money 


was,  which  appeared  to  the  noble  lord 
(Cochrane)  of  such  importance,  as  to  make 
him  withdraw  from  the  active  services  of 
his  profession.  Formerly  the  commis- 
sioned and  petty  officers  had  six- eighths 
of  the  prize-motiey,  and  the  seamen  and 
marines  had  but  two-eighths.  Considering 
the  merits  of  the  seamen  and  marines,  and 
the  numbers  among  which  it  was  to  be  di* 
vided,  it  was  thought  proper  to  give  them 
somewhat  a  larger  share,  and  now  it  was 
five-eighths  which  went  to  the  commis- 
sioned and  petty  officers,  and  three-eighths 
among  the  seamen  and  marines. 

Lord  Cochrane  contended,  that  the  pro- 
portion to  the  petty-officers  had  been  de- 
creased rather  than  increased,  and  defied 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  prove  the  contrary* 

Mr.  Bastard  thought,  that  as  captain 
King  had  done  the  duty  of  captain  of  the 
Diadem,  and  had  been  subjected  to  all 
the  responsibility  of  that  duty,  he  ought 
to  have  shared,  lor  the  rank  in  which  he 
served. 

Lord  Folkestone,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  fallen  in  the  c6urse  of  the  discussion, 
was  ready  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  put 
it  in  a  shape  less  objectionable.  He  hoped, 
that  if  the  House  should  coincide  with  his 
motion  in  another  shape,  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
not  withhold  his  consent  to  an  application 
for  a  grant  of  money.  He  considered  that 
if  the  Diadem  had  been  lost,  captain 
King  would  certainly  have  been  tried  for 
the  loss;  and  as  he  had  done  the  thing 
which  was  required  of  ^him,  he  ought  to 
share  in  the  gain. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  requested 
the  noble  lord  would  not  consider  him  as 
a  party  to  any  arrangement  of  that  sort. 
He  had  argued  before,  and  should  still 
contend,  that  unless  a  very  strong  case 
were  made  out,  the  House  would  not  feel 
disposed  to  take  into  its  consideration  mat- 
ter of  this  nature. 

Lord  Folkestone,  after  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation, withdrew  his  motion,  and  then 
moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  Copy  of  any  Memorial  or  other 
Paper  presented  by  captain  King  to  his 
Majesty,  to  the  board  of  Admiralty  or 
to  the  rrivy  Council,  respecting  the  booty 
captured  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  also  the 
report  of  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of  such 
Memorial.'' 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  that  as  to  the  subject  of 
this  new  motion,  he  thought  that  the  House 
would  not  interfere  in  such  cases,  except 
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on  very  strong  grounds.  At  present  he 
should  vote  against  it  simply  on  the  ground 
of  the  House  being  taken  by  surprise,  by  a 
motion  of  this  sort  being  brought  on  with- 
out previous  notice. 

Mr.  Whithread  then  suggested  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  upon  this  motion, 
until  after  the  holidays;  he  should  say  till 
the  Sth  of  April. 

This  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in  by 
the  House,  and  the  debate  was  accordingly 
adjourned  to  that  day. 

Motion  for  Papers  respecting  Cap- 
tain ToMLiNsoN.]  Mr.  Wtsteme  said,  that 
he  rose  to  move  for  a  variety  of  papers  re- 
lative to  the  prosecution  and  trial  of  cap- 
tain Tomlinson,  of  the  royal  navy,  and  he 
hoped  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  disprove 
any  imputations  which  had  been  cast  on 
him.  He  begged  to  assure  the  House, 
tbat  his^sole  motive  in  coming  forward  oo 
this  occasion  was,  to  vindicate  the  cha- 
racter of  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  and 
to  redress  the  injuries  he  had  sustained,  by 
the  only  mode  which  remained  to  remove 
the  stigma  which  had  been  most  unjustly 
affixed  to  him.  The  case  of  captain  Tom- 
lioson  had  been  already  in  part  before  the 
Hoose,  on  a  recent  debate,  [see  vol.  21, 
p.  960,]  and  it  had  been  there  stated,  he 
thought  rather  incautiously,  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Croker,) 
that  captain  Tomlinson  had  been  acquitted 
in  consequence  of  a  flaw  in  the  indict- 
ment. This  he  denied  ;  for  there  was  not 
a  tittle  of  evidence  on  which  he  could  be 
condemned,  nor  could  it  be  shewn  that  he 
was  guilty  of  the  smallest  neglect  of  duty. 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  accusation  ? 
That  captain  Tomlinson,  commander  of 
the  Pelter  gun-brig,  had  entered  into  a 
conspiracy  to  defraud  government,  by 
making  extra  charges  for  the  repairs  of 
the  vessel  which  he  commanded,  and  that 
those  extra  charges  were  to  be  made  by 
a  forgery  of  the  blacksmith's  account, 
which  amounted  to  29L  and  was  to  be  in- 
creased to  9b/.  This  conspiracy  was  al- 
leged to  have  taken  place  fifteen  years 
Erior  to  the  charge  being  brought  against 
im ;  and  it  happened  that  this  was  the 
only  money  transaction  that  captain  Tom- 
linson ever  had  with  the  navy  board  in 
his  life.  From  the  nature  of  the  business, 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  a  person  in 
captain  Tomlins4)n's  situation  to  account 
for  the  authenticity  of  all  the  vouchers  of 
the  8ub-tradfsmen,  or  of  the  stores  which 
were  leat  to  the  ship»  aodhi«  busiaeM  was 


to  transmit  them  ministerially  to  the  navy 
board.  In  the  present  case  then,  he  af* 
firmed, there  was  no  fraud  whatever;  and 
he  was  convinced  that  the  ship-wright  was 
perfectly  innocent  of  any  fraud,  though 
that  was  not  material  as  affecting  captain 
Tomlinson.  That  officer  had  pursued  th« 
ordinary  course  on  his  arrival  in  port,  re* 
lative  to  the  repairs  of  his  vessel;  he 
drew  a  bill  on  the  navv  board  for  the 
amount,  and  his  pay  was  debited  on  the 
bill  until  the  vouchers  were  forwarded. 
The  necessary  certificates  were  procured 
(which  the  hon.  gentleman  read),  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  paid,  as  the  certifi* 
cates  were  perfectly  regular ;  and  it  so 
happened  that  the  officer  who  succeeded 
captain  Tomlinson,  in  the  Pelter,  being 
re- commissioned  (lieut.  Walsh),  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  transaction,  and  might 
have  been  examined.  This  being  the 
case,  it  was  most  extraordinary  tbatj  with- 
out any  ground  of  charge,  the  navy  board 
should  afterwards  obtain  a  warrant  to  ar- 
rest captain  Tomlinson.  And  here  he  had 
to  remark,  that  the  evidence  which  had 
been  procured  did  not  attach,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  to  captain  Tomlinson; 
did  not  even  name  him,  or  venture  to  ai« 
sert  that  they  suspected  him,  or  had  any 
reason  to  suspect  him ;  and  it  was  certain* 
ly  rather  a  hasty  proceeding  in  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Nares  to  grant  the  warrant  on  such 
slight  grounds,  and  he  could  not  help  sup- 
posing that  he  must  have  been  taken  un- 
awares. The  hon.  gentleman  then  re- 
ferred to  the  affidavits,  in  which  the  name 
of  Captain  Tomlinson  never  occurred. 
However,  two  Bow- street  officers  were 
dispatched  in  pursuit  of  him,  while  he  was 
in  the  command  of  the  sea  fencibles  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Scheldt.  He  surrendered 
himself,  and  on  coming  to  town  requested 
an  interview  with  the  solicitor  ofthe  navy, 
who  refused  to  meet  him  until  he  submit- 
ted to  the  warrant.  He  asked,  was  this 
the  treatment  due  to  a  gallant  and  merito- 
rious officer,  to  refuse  him  an  explanation, 
on  a  charge  of  fifteen  years  standing,  and 
after  dragging  him  up  to  town  on  an  ac- 
cusation of  a  capital  felony  ?  He  could 
not  help  saying  that  it  savoured  something 
of  malice.  At  last  a  hearing  was  granted 
him.  Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Nares  both 
said,  that  there  was  not  a  tittle  of  evidence 
in  support  of  the  charge;  and  when  the 
solicitor  of  the  navy  proposed  that  he 
should  be  liberated  on  bail,  these  gentle- 
men said,  that  there  was  no  pretence  for 
that;   and  the  prosecution  would  hare 
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ended    here,    but  a  bill  of   indictment, 
founded  on  exparte  evidence,  was  found 


against  captain  Tomlinson  and  Mr.  Tan 
rier,  by  the  grand  jury  of  Middlesex. — 
Here  the  hon.  gentleman  recapitulated 
some  of  the  particulars  of  the  trial,  and 
commented  on  the  speech  of  the  Attorney 
General  (as  reported  on  tKat  occasion,  by 
a  person  employed  by  the  prosecutors.) 
The  result  was  the  acquittal  of  captain 
Tomlinson,  after  having  suffered  what  he 
must  call'  a  most  cruel  prosecution.  It 
could  not  have  been  hoped  that  captain 
Tomlinson  would  be  found  guilty,  for  if 
there  was  a  shadow  of  evidence  against 
him  the  indictment  would  have  been  laid 
in  Hampshire  or  Devonshire,  and  not  in 
Middlesex,  when  it  must  necessarily  have 


fallen  to  the  ground.     All  the  evidence  '  in  not  having  furnished   the  stores  re- 


which  had  been  procured,  was  that  of  per- 
sons actuated  by  malice  or  spleen  against 
the  shipwright,  Mr.  Tanner,  and  there 
was  no  opportunity  of  procuring  evidence 
to  rebut  them.  On  the  whole,  there  ap- 
peared a  considerable  degree  of  malice 
manifested  by  the  solicitor  of  the  navy 
board,  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  pro- 
secution of  captain  Tomlinson  and  Tanner. 
On  the  23d  January,  1810,  the  latter  en- 
treated to  be  allowed  to  state  his  case ; 
but  it  was  pretended,  that  nothing  was 
known  of  it,  though  he  saw  the  witnesses, 
who  deposed  against  him,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Knight,  the  solicitor  of  the  navy.  He 
was  ecuially  unsuccessful  in  an  application 
to  sir  W.  Rule,  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  navy.  On  the  4th  February  he 
was  arrested,  and  kept  in  a  lock-up  house, 
after  which  he  was  sent  to  gaol,  where  he 
was  left  nine  days  before  he  was  confront- 
ed with  his  accusers,  who  were  suffered  to 
go  down  to  Dartmouth  when  they  had 
signed  the  affidavits,  from  whence  they  re- 
turned on  the  12th  or  13th  February. 
Whether,  however.  Tanner  had  been 
guilty  or  not,  captain  Tomlinson  was  not 
affected  by  the  evidence,  and  the  prosecu- 
tion must  be  attributed  to  malice  and  cruel 
oppression.  Prior  to  the  prosecution  he 
had  held  an  important  command,  in  con- 
sequence of  apian  submitted  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, for  fitting  out  fire-ships  on  the  ex- 
pedition to  the  Scheldt,  in  1809.  He  had 
been  furnished  with  orders  for  all  the  ne- 
cessary supplies,  but  atlerwards  had  occa- 
sion to  make  strong  representations  of  a 
deficiency ;  and  he  was  fully  justified  in 
doing  so,  for  his  character  was  at  stake. 
He  firmly  believed  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  those  coit^ptaiats  that  the  prose- 


cution had  been  commenced  against  hire. 
On  the  whole,  he  trusted  the  House  would 
grant  the  papers  he  should  move  for,  as 
there  was  no  other  resource  left  to  cap- 
tain Tomlinson  by  which  he  could  wipe 
oflT  the  stigma  injuriously  and  maliciously 
thrown  upon  him.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman then  paid  the  highest  compli- 
ments to  the  private  and  professional  cha- 
racter of  captain  Tomlinson,  and  conclud- 
ed by  moving,  in  the  first  instance,  "  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copies  of 
all  letters  or  informations  given  to  the 
Navy  Board,  on  which  the  prosecution 
was  ordered  against  captain  Tomlinson 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Tanner.'' 

Mr.  Croker  denied  that  there  was  any 
.delay  or   neglect  in    the    Navy  Board, 


quired,  consequently  that  they  could  not 
be  accused  of  malice  in  the  prosecution. 
There  had  been  some  years  back  a  sort  of 
mercantile  and  ship-building  connection 
between  Tomlinson  and  Tanner,  subse- 
quent to  which  Tanner  became  a  bankrupt* 
The  assignees  made  a  demand  of  a  debt 
due  from  the  captain  to  the  lattier,  which 
demand  he  resisted,  stating  that  he  had 
no  transaction  with  Tanner  so  far  back 
as  1795.  The  assignees  brought  their 
action,  and  it  was  necessary  to  prove  the 
signature  of  the  captain  to  a  document :  a 
blacksmith  from  Dartmouth  was  put  in 
the  witnesses  box,  and  was  shewn  a  paper 
from  the  Navy  Board,  as  of  work  done  by 
him,  and  he  was  asked  was  that  his  sig- 
nature to  the  Bill  ?  To  which  he  replied 
**  No.''  The  counsel  expressed  his  asto- 
nishment, and'  said,  "  it  must  be,  for  it 
was  a  voucher  from  the  Navy  Board. 
The  blacksmith  replied,  ''  Though  it  is  a 
voucher  from  the  Navy  Board,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  not  my  writing.  It  is  a  forgery." 
Upon  this  evidence  the  prosecution  was 
grounded.  So  much  fbr  the  malice; 
When  Tanner  was  taken  up  for  bis  share 
in  the  transaction,  there  were  found  in  his 
desk  certain  remarkable  papers,  as  of  bills 
for  work  done  by  order  of  captain  Tom- 
linson ;  on  one  side  of  the  papers  was  the 
real  number  of  days  charged,  and  on  the 
other  fictitious  ones,  in  oraer  to  defraud 
government,  so  that  instead  of  five  or  six 
days  per  man,  there  were  charged  14 
days.  When  the  false  gains  were  sum« 
med  up,  there  appeared  a  remainder  of  a 
bill  in  favour  of  Nicholas  Tomlinson  for 
20  guineas ;  finding  these  fraudulent  pa- 
pers, was  it  malice  in  the  Navy  Board  to 
Institute  enquiry  ?   He  proceeded  to  state 


»  » 
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TarioOT  crther  cfrcamtftancet  of  a  lospi* 
CMOS  nature,  which  at  the  time  teemed 
iblly  to  JQstify  the  proceedings  of  the  Navy 
Board  in  the  case  of  captain  Tomltneon. 
'  Lord  Hamiker  <H>nde'nined  the  oppott** 
tion  given  by  the  honourabie  Secretaiy  to 
•the  Admiralty  to  the  motton  of  the  hon. 
gentiemaa.  That  moUoA  was  for  papen^ 
soC  to  criminate  or  exculpate,  bat  merely 
Id  enqoire  into  the  conduct  of  govern* 
■lent  towards  aa  officer  who  had  been  ea- 
gagod  in  seTenty-two  battles. 

Sir  fUefiMt  7%ofR/Moa  defended  the  cha- 
vacter  of  the  Navy  Board.  He  attempted 
to  shew  that  they  had  been  guilty  <^  no 
•eglect  of  daty  in  famishing  articles  to 
captain  Tomlinson  ;  stated,  Usat  they  did 
wmi  know  of  the  svbject  of  the  prosecution, 
till  within  three  days  of  its  being  com- 
■lenced  ;  and  contended,  that  in  ordering 
%ba  prosecution,  they  had  been  actuated 
by  no  Tindictive  spirit.  He  sat  in  com- 
pany at  the  Navy  Board  with  eleven  as 
Jmnoarable  men  as  any  in  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  Brand,  from  the  high  character 
which  be  bad  heard  of  the  gentleman  who 
waa  tho  subject  of  the  motion,  and  the 
ebeervations  which  had  fallen  from  the 
8ecretanr  of  the  Admiralty,  wished  to 
ttake  a  ftm  observations.  The  s)yeech  of 
Ihe  honourable  Secretary  was  certainly 
calculated  to  make  an  impression  on  the 
Hoose,  which  made  it  so  much  the  more 
■ecessary  to  accede  to  the  motion.  He 
would  not  allude  to  what  had  been  said 
about  malice ;  but  that  there  was  an  un- 
favourable impression  on  the  mind  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  against  capt. 
Tomlinson,  was  very  evident.  If  he  him- 
self were  to  speak  on  such  a  subject,  where 
m  captain  of  the  British  navy  had  been 
acquitted  by  the  sentence  of  a  judge, 
when  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  had  been 

EToduced,  he  certainly  would,  at  least, 
ave  observed  a  more  decorous  mode  of 
speaking  of  the  gallant  officer.  He  would 
not,  with  the  levity  used  by  the  hon.  Se- 
cretaiy, have  so  coupled  the  names  of 
Tomlinson  and  Tanner,  and  Tanner  and 
Tomlinson.  He  was  acquitted,  not  be- 
cause the  indictment  agamst  him  Vras  ill 
laid,  nor  because  Tanner  could  not  be 
prosecuted,  but  because  there  was  not  the 
smallest  evidence  against  him ;  and  he 
most  say,  that  wheti  an  honourable  captain 
of  the  British  navy  was  acquitted,  and 
when,  through  the  medium  of  an  hon. 
iiriend  of  his,  called  for  the  OTodoction  of 
documents  to  Justify  his  character,  the 
Hoas^  was  bound  to  give  him  such  aa  op* 
(V0L.XX1L) 


portunity  of  clearing  himself  ia  the  eyes 
of  the  country*  After  the  strong  iropres« 
aion,  loo,  attempted  to  be  made  against  his 
character  and  honesty,  diey  were  bound 
to  see  these  papers  product.  Whatever 
had  been  the  practice  of  the  Navy  Board, 
he  should  think  that  ^fter  a  lapse  of  so 
many  years,  when  the  subject  waa»  so 
trifling  in  its  amount  and  accidental  in  the 
maaner  it  came  before  them,  it  would 
have  been  more  decorous  if,  instead  of 
immediately  ordering  a  prosecution,  they 
had  sent  for  capt.  Tomlinson;  and  asked 
htm  in  the  first  place  to  explain  what 
they  conceived  was  irregular  or  incorrect. 
Very  difiereat,  however,  was  their  moda 
of  proceeding;  and  though  he  would  not 
say  the  prosecution  was  dictated  by  ma* 
lice,  he  would  say  that  there  must  hava 
been  at  least  a  strong  leaning  against  tha 
hon.  captain.  However  strongly  the  hon. 
Secretary  had  pat  many  of  the  cases,  it 
might  be  possible  that  they  could  receiva 
a  satisfactory  explanation.  Indeed  he  an* 
derstood  that  many  of  the  private  memo- 
randa that  night  first  produced,  would  ba 
explained  by  the  very  papers  required. 
The  item  of  00/.  for  instance,  referred  to 
muskets  taken  in  a  prise  by  capt.  Tomlia* 
son,  and  sold  to  a  volunteer  corps.  Ha 
had  not  the  honour  of  an  acquaintaaca 
with  capt  Tomlinson,  but  when  he  knew 
that  he  stood  high  In  the  opinion  of  tha 
gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
wished  to  came  forward  in  his  behalf,  that 
he  had  displayed  high  valour  in  fighting 
the  battles  of  his  country;  and  when  ha 
called  on  the  House,  merely  to  afibrd  him 
the  means  of  re-establishing  his  high  and 
injured  honour,  they  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  lend  a  willing  hand  to  afibrd  him  every 
means  for  that  purpose* 

Mr.  Croker  in  explanation  said,  he  had 
merely  stated  the  facts  on  which  the  Navy 
•Board  had  acted,  without  arguing  from 
these  facts. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  Navy  Board 
had  been  defended  by  4he  hon.  Secretary 
and  the  hon.  baronet,  were  as  opposite  as 
Jight  and  darkness.  In  defending  the 
Navy  Board  from  malice,  the  honourable 
Secretary  certainlyieft  an  impression  on 
his  mind  not  very  favourable,  and  oppo* 
site,  perhaps,  to  what  he  intended :  but 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
a  member  of  the  Navy  Board,  had  been 
said  in  a  way  that  certainly  did  him  great 
credit.  He  stated  matters  m  a  clear  way, 
without  coloariag,  and  be  thought  he  had 

(1*) 
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proved  not  only  no  neglect  of  daty  in  the 
Navy  Board,  but  that  they  had  shown  no 
malice  or  dislike  in  the  prosecution.    It 
appeared  to  him  that  they  had  committed 
no    impropriety   but  one.      Considering 
how  long  captain  Tomlinson  had  been  in 
.the  service,  they  acted  in  a  hasty  manner. 
« When  he  had  fought  so  long  the  battles 
of  his  country— when  so  great  a  command 
was  entrusted  to  him  in  the  Walcheren 
Expedition — he  confessed  it  did  appear 
hard  that,  on  such  slight  grounds,  the  At- 
torney General  should  have  been  instruct- 
ed to  bring  a  prosecution  against  him  for 
felony.    And  this  was  the  whole  of  the 
charge  against  the  Navy  Board  in  this 
transaction.    Sufficient  ground,  in  his  opi- 
nion, had  been  stated  for  the  production 
of  the  papers.    It  would  be  said  perhaps 
:that  his  conduct  to  the  Admiralty  and 
Navy  Boards  had  been  petulant  and  vio- 
lent—[cries  of  No,  from  the  ministerial 
.bench] — ^Tben  if  not  so,  there  could  be  no 
charge  against  him.     Of  captain  Tomlin- 
lon  he  knew  nothing  personally ;  he  knew 
only  that  he  was  acquitted  from  the  pro- 
secution brought  against  him :   he  was  as- 
sured by  a  gentleman  in  his  parish,  for 
whom  he  had  the  highest  esteem,  that  he 
had  observed  captainTomlinson  in  various 
relations,  both  as  a  private  individual  and 
a  magistrate,  and  that  such  a  charge  could 
not  be  brought  forward  with  the  slightest 
shadow  of  foundation.    What  were  they 
to  think  of  such  a  prosecution,  when  they 
were  told  that  it  was  scouted  by  the  court, 
who  would  not  even  allow  evidence  to  be 
brought  forward  against  it..    It  could  not 
be  denied,  that  an  allegation  of  fraud  had 
been  made  against  captain   Tomlinson, 
and  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Admiralty  had  detailed,  what 
he  conceived  to  be  irrefragable  evidence, 
to  prove  that  he  had  committed  that  fraud. 
What,  then,  was  the  demand  of  captain 
Tomlinson  ?   That  as  a  charge  had  been 
brought  against  him  in  an  open  court, 
where  he  had  no  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  evidence,  and  afterwards  twice  in 
that  House,  such  papers  might  be  produced 
as  would  enable  him  to  go  into  the  whole 
of  the  case.    Capt.  Tomlinson  roust  have 
lost  bis  memory,  and  lost  his  judgment, 
if  he  wished  for  the  production  of  papers 
which  would  not  produce  an  effect  such 
as  he  alleged  they  would  produce.     It  was 
very  hard  such  a  charge  should  be  allowed 
to  attach  to  a  gentleman  who  held  so  high 
•  situation  in  tbe  navy  [No,  from  the  mi- 
misterial  bench].    Then  if  he  held  at  pre- 


sent no  situation,  it  was  very  hard  surely, 
that  a  charge  which  could  not  be  proved 
against  him,  and  which  he  was  willing  to 
go  into  so  minutely,  should  be  the  meang 
of  preventing  him  from  being  employed 
by  his  country. 

Mr.  Robkuen  observed,  that,  as  tbe  sup- 
porters of  the  motion  had  entirely  excul- 
pated tbe  Navy  Board  from  all  blame,  they 
had  taken  the  ground  from  under  the  bon. 
mover.  He  justified  the  Secretary  of  th« 
Admiralty  from  the  hard  measure  which 
bad  been  dealt  out  to  him,  and  thought  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  have  taken  any 
other  course  than  he  had  done  to  refutt 
tbe  imputations  thrown  out  against  tha 
Board  he  was  defending. 

Mr.  Whkhread  observed,  that  the  hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  had  brought 
forward  much  new  matter   without    th« 
smal  lest  evidence.    But  taking  all  that  had 
been  alledged,  what  was  there  in  it  ?     Be- 
cause captainTomlinson  was  in  partnership, 
and  because  Tanner  had  committed  forgery, 
were  they  entitled  to  proceed  against  cap- 
tain Tomlinson  without  any    evidence? 
Should  that  justify  a  prosecution  against  a 
captain  of  the  British  navy  ?     After  they 
bad  failed  in  the  warrant,  upon  the  very 
same  evidence  they  went  before  a  grand 
jury.    This  shewed  a  singular  zeal  in  pro* 
secution.     With  all  deference  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  presided  at  tbe  Navy  Board, 
he  could  not  but  think  that  as  a  board 
they  had  been  negligent  of  their  duty.-* 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  went  into  several 
particulars  of  the  case  of  captain  Tomlin- 
son, and  argued  that  there  was  not  tbe 
smallest  ground  to  doubt,  from  any  thing 
that  had  yet  been  said  or  produced,  the 
statement  of  captain  Tomlinson.     Was  it 
not  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  matter 
should  be  enquired  into?     He  thought 
there  was  something  like  a  persecuting 
spirit  displayed  in  this  business,  if  not  by 
the  Navy  Board,  at  least  by  those  whom 
they  employed.    The  business  was  first 
brought  before  Mr.  Nares,  then  before 
Mr.  Graham,  than  whom  no  man  stood 
higher  in  the  estin)ation  of  the  public,  aii 
an  upright  and  intelligent  magistrate,  and 
both  Mr.  Nares  and  Mr.  Graham  thought 
there  were  not  even  grounds  for  holding 
captain  Tomlinson  to  bail.    Here  it  waa 
taken  on  the  same  evidence  to  a  grand 
jury ;  and  the  Attorney  Greneral  saio,  that 
he  ought  to  be  hanged,  because  he  hap- 
pened to  be  connected  with  a  fraudulent 
partner.    This  was  a  curious  conclusion 
to  jump  at.    He  wondered  bow  so  great  a 
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lawyer  as  be  was,  could  have  sanctioned 
anch  a  prosecmion.  This  enqairj  was 
due  to  the  countiy.  The  coantry  owed 
much  to  captain  Tomlinson.  It  was  doe 
^to  the  country^  because  he  was  a  proscribed 
man,  and  was  deprived  of  an  honourable 
cmployinent  in  the  service  of  that  country 
which  so  often  he  had  gallantly  defended. 

Mr.  Croker  again  explained.  He  -had 
not  argued  the  case  to  prove  captain  Tom- 
linson s  guilt,  but  to  shew  that  the  Navy 
Board  hsud  grounds  for  what  they  did. 

.  Mr.  Wkubrcad  stated,  that  the  speech  of 
tb«  hon.  Secretary  had  exactly  the  effect 
a»  if  he  had  argued  against  captain  Tom- 
linson. 

Lord  Cockrcme  wished  an  investigation 
not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  individual 
member,  but  of  the  profession  to  which  he 
belonged.  He  had  heard  him  universally 
well  spoken  of,  not  only  as  a  gallant 
officer,  but  as  a  moral  and  conscientious 
gentleman. 

The  Chtmceihr  qf  ihe  Exchequer  hoped 
the  House  would  not  be  misled  by  their 
feelings  to  enter  upon  a  jurisdiction  quite 
new  to  them.  It  was  impossible  for  tho 
House  to  take  upon  themselves  the  func- 
tions of  a  court. 

Mr.  Abercromby  thought  captain  Tom- 
linson placed  in  a  very  unfortunate  situa- 
tion. His  name  had  been  introduced  be* 
fore  into  the  discussions  of  that  House, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  not  an 
ordinary  member,  had  misrepresented  his 
case.  The  correction  ought  to  have  the 
same  notoriety.  Might  not  a  naval  court 
of  enquiry  be  appointed  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  Committee  of  that  House  ? 

Mr.  yofii:^  observed,  that  if  that  which 
the  last  speaker  had  recommended  were 
done,  it  still  could  not  be  brought  before  a 
court  martial,  as  the  circumstance  hap- 
pened 15  years  ago,  and  therefore  such  a 
proceeding  would  be  contrary  to  the  arti- 
cles of  war. 

Sir  F.  BurdeU  said,  that  as  captain  Tom- 
linson was  aspersed  by  a  charge  of  parti- 
cipating in  tbie  embezzlement  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
go  into  an  enquiry. 

Mr.  lAfilkton  considered  captain  Tom- 
linson as  having  suffered  a  most  extraordi- 
nary hardship,  and  parliament  be  thought 
would  dishonour  itself  by  not  adopting  in- 
vestigation. 

Mr.  Weitemc  shortly  replied ;  after 
which  the  House  divided. 

For  the  Motion.. •••.•••••.31 

Against  it • ••.•••.••••.•.••53 

Majority,..,, ..••••••••••••«»22 
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Wednesday,  March  25. 

PiTiTioN  PioM  Glasgow  ibspbctiiio- 
THx  Renewal  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's Cbaetee.]  Mr.  Houston  present* 
ed  a  Petition  from  the  lord  provost,  magis- 
trates, and  common  council  of  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  in  council  assembled,  setting 
forth, 

*'  That  in  the  view  of  the  approaching 
expiration  of  the  charter  of  thiB  unitM 
company  of  merchants  of  England  trading 
to  the  East  Indies,  the  Petitioners  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  c<^nvey  to  the  Housa 
their  sentiments  and  wishes  on  this  impor* 
tant  subject,  a  subject  which,  at  the  pre* 
sent  crisis,  is  so  highly  interesting  to  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  as  well  as  to  the  empire 
at  large  ;  and  that  in  addressing  the  en« 
lightened  legislature  of  this  country,  tha 
Petitioners  deem  it  quite  unnecessary  to 
use  any  arguments  farther  than  an  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  past  ages  to  prove 
the  general  inexpediency  of  commercial 
monopolies ;  the  Petitioners  presume  not 
to  offer  .any  suggestions  relative  to  the  fu- 
ture government,  civil  and  military,  oftha 
British  possessions  in  India ;  and  they 
disclaim  any  interference  whatever  with 
the  existence  of  the  East  India  Company 
as  a  trading  corporation,  or  with  its  inter* 
nal  arrangements,  and  foreign  and  domes* 
tic  establishments  ;  all  they  humbly  pro* 
pose  is,  that  the  exclusive  privileges  of 
the  Company  may  not  be  renewed  or  con- 
tinued, and  that  the  trade  to  the  vast  coun- 
tries between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
the  Streights  of  Magellan  may  be  laid 
open  to  the  commercial  enterprise  of. 
ail  the  subjects  of  the  empire  ;  and  that 
not  only  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  but  also  the  subjects  of 
all  other  governments  in  amity  wiih  this 
country,  should  hate  been  admitted  to 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  British, 
possessions  in  India,  while  British  subjects 
were  excluded,  appears  an  unnatural  and 
extremely  hard,  if  not  an  unjust  arrange* 
ment,  and,  at  the  present  period,  when 
our  inveterate  enemy  is  exerting  all  hit 
power  to  debar  this  nation  from  commerce 
with  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  conti- 
nuation of  such  a  system  would  be  pecu- 
liarly inexpedient ;  the  admission  of  a 
free  and  unfettered  trade  with  the  very. 
larce  proportion  of  the  population  of  that 
glooe,  comprehended  under  the  exclusive 
grant  of  the  East  India  Company,  fortu^; 
naiely  prasents  a  substituta  for  the  partial 
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and  temporary  lost  of  European  com- 
merce ^  "it  will  afford  ai)  extensive  field 
for  the  employment  of  mercantile  talents 
and  capital  beyond  the  tyrannical  grasp  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  to  the  opening  of  sucb  a 
field,  at  auch  a  conjuncture,  it  is  not  easy 
to  foresee  any  well-founded  objection,  es- 
pecially when  there  is  strong  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  capital  of  ibe  East  India 
Company  is  not  adequate  to  the  trade,  and 
when  it  appears  that  the  Company  has, 
since  the  last  renewal  of  its  charter,  added 
greatly  to  its  debt ;  and  that  the  mono- 
poly has  not  proved  advantageous  even  to 
the  trading  corporation,  for  whose  behoof 
it  was  granted ;  and  praying  the  House, 
in  its  wisdom,  to  adopt  sucb  measures  as 
may  render  it  lawful  for  any  of  his  majes- 
ty's subjects,  from  and  alter  the  1st  day  of 
laai'ch,  1814,  to  carry  on  from  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  united  kingdom  a  free  and 
unlimited  trade  with  the  British  posses- 
tions  in  India,  and  wilh  the  other  coun- 
tries situated  to  the  east  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  to  the  west  of  Cape 
Horn." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Breach  of  Privilecb— Complaint  kb* 
sPECTiNG  A  Witness  being  aerestbd.] 
On  the  mdtion  of  Mr.  Eden,  Mr:  Dan  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  exanvtned  by  the 
Speaker.  Mr.  Dan  suted,  that  he  was  an 
attorney,  that  in  consequence  of  bit  orders 
Hindson^  the  sheriffs  officer,  had  been  in- 
structed to  arrest  Mr.  Campbell ;  that  after 
the  arrest,  Hindsoncame  to  him  with  a 

Eper,  which  be  said^  Campbell  offered  as 
I  protection  from  arrest ;  that  the  paper 
shewn  to  him  by  the  clerk  (the  order  of 
the  Committee  for  Mr.  Campbell's  attend- 
ance as  a  witness)  wu  that  paper;  that 
he  conceiTed  it  was  a  trick  to  faciKtattf 
escape  ;  that  he  also  doubted,  if  authentic, 
whether  it  was  an  essential  protection ; 
because  Mr.  Campbell  was  arrested,  not 
in  going  to  the  Committee,  but  on  his  re- 
tnm  home  ;  that  the  Committee  was  not 
described  in  the  paper  as  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Campbell  was  not  specified. 
Having  withdrawn, 

Mr.  Eden  said,  that  Mr.  Dan's  statement 
bad  been  so  satisfactory,  that  he  was  sure 
the  House  would  agree  to  his  motion  f&r 
discharging  that  gentleman  from  any  fur- 
ther attendance. 

Mr.  Dan  was  accordingly  discharged, 
ns  was  also  Hindson,  the  sheriff's  officer. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  £den»  Mr.  PftK* 
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mer  was  then  called  to  the  bar,  and  ez»-r 
mined  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Palmer  stated,  that  he  was  ordered  to 
attend  ^he  Committee  on  Monday  ;  thai 
he  was  arrested  a  little  after  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  that  day,  having  left  the  Com* 
mittee  a  little  before  four ;  that  he  lived  at 
Liroehouse:  that  ha  was  arrested  in  Black- 
friar' s-ruad>  going  to  call  on  his  brother- 
in-law  Mr.  Campbell ;  that  Grace,  the  she* 
riff's  officer,  arrested  him,  that  he  shewed 
Grace  the  order  for  his  attendance  on  the 
Comraiuee;  that  Gracesatd,  be  was  obliged 
to  take  him,  atthoegh  he  expressed  ne 
doubt  of  the  aethenticity  of  the  order ; 
that  he  told  Grace  he  was  going  back  to 
the  Houae  of  Commons  for  a  letter  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  that  he 
had  tieen  instructed  by  the  Committee  le 
go  to  Mr.  Campbell,  who  was  in  cnstod^ 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Blackftriars'-road, 
and  to  return  to  the  House,  where  be 
would  find  either  the  Chairman  of  the  C6m* . 
mittee  or  a  note  from  him ;  that  while 
acting  under  these  directions,  and  return- 
ing from  Mr.  Campbell,  he  was  arrested : 
arkl  that  he  had  in  rain  stated  all  these 
circumstances  to  the  officer. — ^The  Witneta 
having  withdrawn, 

Mr.  Edem  observed,  that  belhre  he 
moved  to  call  in  Grace,  be  would  state  to 
the  House,  the  object  of  the  Committee,  ni 
sending  Mr.  Palmer  to  Mr.  CampbelK 
Dorinff  the  ezaminatiendf  Mr.  Palmer  be- 
fore the  Committee,  that  gentleman  re* 
ceived  information,  that  his  brother-in-l«vi% 
Mr.  Campbell,  had  been  arrested  on  hie 
way  to  attend  the  Committee  as  a  witnesa^ 
They  conceiving  it  to  be  their  doty,  m 
ntaintenanoe  of  tbe  privileges  of  parlie* 
ment,  to  bring  the  fact  before  the  Hooae* 
requested  Mr. Palmer  to  go  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, and  to  prevent  him  from  endeavoef^ 
ineto  procure  his  discharge  by  bail. 

The  ChmuxUor  cf  the  Bxcke^utr,  on  Mm 
statenvent,  was  inclined  lo  think  that  Mr.- 
Palmer,  when  arrested,  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  witness,  but  as  a  roessengevp 
and  doubted  whether  imder  those  civcuin- 
stances  he  was  entitled  to  protection. 

Mr.  Eden  argued  byaaalpgy,  from  th« 
practice  of  courts  of  law,  that  Mr.  Palmer 
was  entitled  to  protection,  and  slated  two 
cases  in  support  of  his  argument  The  otm 
was  of  a  person  whose  cause  was  put  oflp 
early  in  the  morning,  but  who,  not  return- 
ing home  until  evening,  wa»  on  his  reinrn 
arrested  ;  the  other  was  of  a  woman, 
whose  cauee  was  decided  e»  m  Friday,  bat 
who»  weiling  mnik  Salevdey  for  a  stage  in 
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to  fttmm  hmn;  was  arfcHtd 
gattiBf  into  the  sla§e.  in  b^ih  thrtm  obms 
tiM  coortft  decided,  tbmi  the  indi? idoak 
w«P8  entitled  to  protection. 

Mr.  iignm laid,  that  thiewManevtl caw; 
bat  the  inclinatioa  of  bis  aaind  wat,  that 
Mr.  Mner  ought  to  be  protected.  He 
had  bee*  ordered  by  tho  C^mmtttea  lo  do 
a  particular  act  belbre  hia  retom  homo, 
and  ftaa  therofore  not  roieated  from  bk 
attendttico  at  ibe  time  of  bis  arrest. 

Tbe  CAaacvlfor  ijf  iA#  £ivAeftter  doabted, 
ifftbe  fifit  piece,  tbe  power  of  a  Cooioiilteo 
to  appoint  a  aieeseiigar.  11^  hovpe^r,  tbe y 
had  that  power,  bis  protection  oaghi  to 
daecribo  him  ao  a  mesteDger«  not  aa  a  wit* 
noM.  Otborwise  a  sberiirs  ediker  migbt 
be  invoWed  in  endless  porpkxitiaa.  For 
aappose  a  ■beriff'soi&cer  awt  a  nan  against 
wbom  be  bad  a  writ,  going  to  mnp- 
stead,  a»d  that  man  were  lo-  leli  biro,  that 
he  w«a  sent  on  a  meseage  by  a  coawaittee 
of  tho  House  of  Commons,  altboagb  tbe 
letter,  wbicb  be  might  shew  a»  bis  pro- 
tection, was  merely  a  samoMoa  as  a  wit* 
naaa  befete  that  committee,  it  weald  be 
bani  to  impose  en  tbe  sherifl's  efflcer 
tbe  neeessity  of  believing  soeb  a  state- 
ment h  might  perhaps  be  expedient  to 
peatpoae  the  farther  consideratioii  of  this 
case,  in  order  to  aflbrd  time  for  deKbopa- 


The  S^eaktr  observed,  that  if  tbe  case 
wete  to  stand  over,  it  roust  be  on  tbe  prin« 
ciple  atone.  No  new  circamstanees  could 
appear,  hv  old  times,  even  beibre  tbe 
Revolotien,  it  bad  always  been  held  to  be 
tbe  undeybted  right  of  ibe  House  of  Cobh 
moas  to  protect  from  arrest,  witnesses 
sammoned  either  to  tbe  House,  or  to  a 
cemmtttee,  in  coming,  staying,  and  return* 
ing.  In  bis  view  of  tbe  present  question, 
tbe  character  of  Mr.  Palmer  aa  a  messen* 
ger,  seemed  to  be  a  secondary  censidcra- 
tienw  Tbe  House  must  %T*i  dispose  of  his 
quality  as  a  witness ;  that  be  bad  been  in 
attendance  aa  a  witness  before  the  Com- 
xaittee,  waa  clear :  that  be  was  not  to  re* 
tmhk  to  tbe  Committee  in  the  capacity  of  a 
witnesa  was  al^  eirar.  The  i|uestion  for 
tbe  Noose  to  consider  was,  whether  Mr. 
Pblmer  wav  tonn  fide  on  bis  return  home 
v#hei>  he  was  arrested  •  If  be  bad  net  taben 
n  more  tbao  bwful  tatitode^f  bis  depar* 
tore  ham  tbe  direct  Nie  of  bis  retuni  was 
smiefactorify  accounted  for  by  the  inter- 
vening act  which  had  bi^en  described— > 
Ibe  Boose  vroofd  have  to  decide  whether 
lit  that  case  they  would  cut  short  bis  pny- 
toatiani  andby  daing  so^  taMd  thnir  wit- 


nemev  fnm  returmng  bonm^  by  any  ether 
than  tbe  straight  course. 

Mr.  Siepkin  waa  of  opinion^  that  bad  tie 
suspensioa  %t  Mr.  Pblmer^s  return  beoMr  - 
been  his  own  chaiee,  be  would  net  havw 
been  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  protect 
tion ;  bat  It  waa  evidently  the  act  ef  the 
Committeow 

Mr.  Edem  also  trusted,  that  the  HoaM 
would  consider  tbe  drviaiiaa  ef  Mr.  Pal* 
met  fW»  tbe  straight  line  af  bia  retavm 
auttcieatly  acconotad  fbr,  and  that  they 
weald  give  him  the  benefit  of  protection^ 

The  CkandUfr  if  lAe  JbaAnfntr,  if  surit 
were  the  wish  of  the  House,  esprassad  bin 
entira  acquiescence  in  it. 

Sir  /.  Nm^pmi  thought  it  eniguiaiieat 
that  two  brothers,  summoned  to  attend' 
tbe  same  committee,  aboard  be  ariesttd  an 
tim  same  day,  and  air  writs  imaad  by  twn 
dmorent  attomies* 

Mr.  Vi^iAetftKc  bore  teatimony  to  the 
character  of  Mr.  Campbell.  Hh  underi» 
stood  that  Mr.  Campbell  waa  a  roan  of 
great  worth,  and  considerable  properry. 
He  had  been  a  settler  in  New  South  Wale^^ 
bat  bad  been  compelled,  about  eight  yearn 
ago,  to  came  over  to  this  country  to  givw 
evidence  on  a  trial,  and  had  fince  beear 
invoked  in  diflknitiea  by  the  cendaet  of 
bia  agent.  He  repeated  that  be  had  aar* 
doubted  autherify  fbr  stating,  that  Mp, 
CampheH  waaa  nmit  of  raesf  mihlemisbetf 
.  character. 

Sir  i#.  HggoH  thinking  it  desirable,  that 
Grace,  the  sherift 'a  eficer,  should  be  catleif 
in. 

He  waa  accerdinghr  caHed*  to  the  bm^ 
and  being  examifl«d  by  the  Speaker, 
stated;  that  on  Monday,  at  about  half 
past  four  o'clocb,  he  arrested  Mr.  Pahner  , 
in  Charlotte  street,  Bkcb*friars*raad  ;  that 
Mr.  Palmer  came  to  his  boase  to  enquire 
for  Mr.  CampbrH';  that  he  directed  hint 
to  RindlMm^s ;  that  he  fallowed  hiro  to 
Hindson's;  and  that  on  coming  out  he 
served  him  with  a  writ ;  that  Mr.  Fathner 
shewed  bhn  a  letter,  rrquiritrg  hie  attend* 
ance  as  a  witness  before  a  ciMnmittee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  that  never 
having  seen  aot:h  a  thing  before,  and  the 
writ  being  of  surh  a  nature  as  to  eatpose 
htm  to  tbe  palest  risk,  m  tbe  event  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  escape  upon  a  fklse  pretext, 
be  bad  been  compelled,  with  a  view  to  hia 
own  security,  not  lo  alluw  Mr.  Pdrlmer  tcr 
go.— The  sherdPs  officer-  having  with** 
drawn, 

Mr.  fidbn  moved,  that  tbe  privrfeges  of 
the  House  ho  glantedtnHtiMnrar»  and 
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thai  he  be  discharged  from  arrests-Or- 
dered, 

He  then  moved,  that  Grace,  the  sheriff's 
officer,  be  discharged  from  furlher  attend- 
ance ;  which  was  also  agreed  to. 

Sicilian  Subsidy.]  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 

Lord  Casiknagh  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
proposing  the  annual  vote  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  treaty  of  his  Majesty  with  the 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  He  did  not 
feel  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
go  at  present  into  any  details  upon  a  sub- 
ject, the  line  of  conduct  upon  which  seem- 
sed  so  clear ;  but  if  any  hon.  member 
should  require  further  information,  be 
should  be  happy  to  afford  it.  It  was  now' 
four  years  since  this  grant  had  first  been 
proposed  and  adopted,  and  at  this  period^ 
It  would  be  quite  superfiaous  for  him  to 
detain  the  House  by  a  justification  of  the 
policy  on  which  the  treaty  was  founded. 
He  flattered  himself  that  those  individuals 
who  on  former  occasions  had  opposed  the 
Tote,  would  now  concede  their  objections, 
for  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  his 
Sicilian  Majesty  had  effected  an  important 
change  in  his  government  and  councils, 
equally  favourable  to  his  own  and  to  the 
interests  of  Great  Britain.  The  whole  mi- 
litary establishipent  of  the  kingdom  had 
been  placed  under  the  controul  of  lord 
William  Bentinck,  who  would  be  enabled 
from  the  confidence  that  was  reposed  in 
him,  and  from  the  power  with  which  he 
was  invested,  not  only  to  apply  the  vari- 
ous means  he  possessed  to  the  protection 
of  the  island,  but  even  to  aggression 
upon  the  common  enemy.  It  would  be 
almost  condescending  too  far  to  attempt 
by  any  detail,  to  refute  the  foul  calumny 
originated  in  France,  that  Great  Britain 
had  imitated  the  conduct  of  the  ruler  of 
that  country  in  their  treatment  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Sicily ;  that  she  had  assumed 
all  the  authority  of  an  independent  state, 
for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  to  herself 
the  resources  and  produce  of  the  island  of 
Sicily.  The  only  design  the  British  mi- 
nistry had  in  view  was,  to  discharge  with 
strict  fidelity  the  duties  of  an  ally,  whose 
anxiety  was  to  stop  the  progress  of  an 
overwhelming  tyranny,  which  would 
sweep  away  m  its  progress  every  vestige 
of  liberty.  With  this  design  they  felt 
themselves  called  upon,  from  circumstances 
of  urgent  necessity,  for  the  protection  not 
only  of  the  independence  of  Sicily,  bii|  for 
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the  security  of  our  own  army,  to  product 
a  change  of  the  system  of  government; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  representation 
of  the  British  envoy  for  that  purpose, . 
every  thing  that  could  be  expected  had 
been  conceded  by  the  kine  of  that  island. 
In  fiiture,  therefore,  we  might  consider  Si«> 
cily  secure  in  itself,  and  as  a  spot  from 
whence  could  be  drawn  most  important 
means  of  annoyance  to  the  common  enemy. 
His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  a  reso« 
lution  for  the  grant  of  400«000/.  to  enable 
his  Majesty  to  make  good  the  treaty  en* 
tered  into  with  his  Sicilian  majesty. 

Sir  John  Ncuoport  thought  that  a  much 
more  satisfactory  explanation  was  due 
from  the  noble  lord,  on  a  matter  of  so 
much  magnitude.  He  could  scarcely  be* 
lieve  that  ministers,  who  on  former  occa* 
sions  had  thrust  themselves  forward  as  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  existing  esta- 
blishments, should  now  attempt  to  justify 
the  subversion  of  that  of  Sicily*  Did  the 
noble  lord  mean  to  assert,  that  it  was  not 
true,  that  by  means  of  the  British  authori« 
ties  the  king  had  been  induced  to  abdicate 
his  throne  in  favour  of  his  son  ?  Uninform- 
ed as  he  was  upon  the  subject,  judging  onl^ 
from  appearances,  he  confessed  that  this 
proceeding  did  appear  to  him  very  similar 
to  the  conduct  of  Buonapart6,  who  forced 
the  king  of  Spain  to  abdicate  his  throne  in 
favour  of  his  son  Ferdinand,  and  then  took 
advantage  of  it  to  claim  Spain  as  his  own. 
property.  To  whom  was  this  money  now 
proposed  to  be  voted,  paid  ?  and  to  what 
was  it  applied  ?  These  were  enquiries,  in 
the  present  condition  of  our  finances,  of 
much  importance ;  but  above  all,  the  Bri- 
tish government  should  take  care  to  make . 
it  evident  to  all  the  world,  that  its  conduct 
was  not  similar  to  that  of  our  perfidious 
enemy,  which  had  justly  met  with  the  re- 
probation of  all  who  dared  to  be  impartial. 

Lord  CaUlertagh  replied,  that  if  parlia- 
mentary enquiry  were  requisite,  the  right 
hon.  baronet  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  forms  of  the  House  to  need  information 
how  complaints  were  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. If  such  a  step  should  be  taken,  hit 
lordship  was  prepared  to  meet  the  most, 
minute  investigation.  He  was  happy  to 
assure  the  Committee  that  there  was  not 
the  slightest  ground  for  stating,  that  it  waa 
even  at  the  suggestion,  much  less  upon 
the  demand  of  the  Bi'itish  minister,  that 
the  King  of  Sicily  was  induced  to  abdicate 
his  throne  in  favour  of  his  son :  how  it 
could  be  called  an  abdication  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  imagine>  since  it  was  merely 
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m  temporary  delegation  of  power,  which 
might  at  any  time  be  resumed  by  his  ma- 
jesty—on the  motives  to  this  act  his  lord- 
ship would  not  give  an  opintoo,  bat  cer- 
tain it  was  that  it  was  wholly  voluntary. 
The  only  claim  made  by  lord  William 
Bentinck  was,  that  the  king  of  Sicily 
should  put  his  government  upon  such  a 
footing  as  to  make  it  compatible  with  the 
safety  of  the  British  army,  that  it  should 
remain  in  the  island.  As  on  her  part 
Great  Britain  was  anxious  to  discharge 
lier  portion  of  the  treaty,  so  on  the  part 
of  Sicily  it  was  expected  that  she  should 
perform  hers.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion, to  whom  the  money  was  paid,  and 
by  whom  it  was  applied,  it  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  answer,  that  it  was  delivered  to 
the  king  of  Sicily  and  administered  by  his 
government.     If,  as  it  seemed  to  be  re- 

3 aired,  a  general  explanation  of  the  con- 
act  and  policy  towards  our  ally  were  ne« 
cessary,  the  transactions  not  only  of  the 
last,  but  of  many  preceding  years,  must 
be  referred  to ;  and  although  his  lordship 
did  not  shrink  from  the  investigation,  he 
did  not  conceive  that  the  present  was  the 
fit  opportunity  for  entering  upon  it  By 
such  a  trial,  he  was  confident,  that  the  8ter« 
ling  metal  of  the  national  honour  and  cha- 
racter would  only  b^  rendered  more  bright 
and  pure.  That  any  companson  was  to 
be  drawn  between  the  conduct  of  Grreat 
Britain  and  that  of  France  it  was  ridiculous 
to  contend,  since  while  the  latter  had  go- 
Temed  by  lawless  ambition,  the  former 
had  been  guided  by  unshaJcen  fidelity. 
The  steps  taken  by  the  government  of  this 
country  were  justified  by  the  paramount 
necessity  of  the  case. 

Sir  J,  Newport  again  adverted  to  the  re- 
sistance given  by  ministers  to  his  sugges- 
tion on  a  former  occasion,  that  Sicily 
should  be  governed  by  British  authorities. 
Immediately  afterwards,  however,  the  Bri- 
tish government  was  detected  intermed- 
dling with  the  organization  and  proceed- 
ings of  th6  Spanish  Cortes,  and  was  now 
the  declared  promoter  of  a  revolution  in 
Sicily.  It  was  perfectly  obvious,  without 
any  assertion  from  the  noble  lord,  that  mi- 
nisters were  anxious  to  shun  enquiry,  for 
]f  enquiry  were  courted,  when  could  a  time 
be  found  more  fit  than  the  present  for  such 
a  purpose  ?  A  full  and  complete  exposi- 
tion of  iheir  motives  and  conduct  was  due 
to  the  country,  the  purity  of  whose  na- 
tional character  was  sullied  by  an  imputa- 
tion of  the  blackest  kind,  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  tba  government  immediately  to 
remove. 
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Mr.  WiO>erforce  pointed  out  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  conduct  of  Buonaparte 
with  regard  to  Spain,  and  of  England  with 
regard  to  Sicily.  The  pretended  abdicsK 
tion  of  the  throne  of  Spain  procured  by  the 
former,  was  a  mere  hypocritical  veil,  under 
which  he  concealed  his  base  and  treache* 
rous  designs. 

Mr.  Stephen  conceived,  that  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  forgot  the  nature  of  for- 
mer discussions  on  the  subject.  The  ob- 
jections then  urged  to  the  grant  were, 
that  it  was  impolitic  to  grant  money  while 
the  peasants  of  Sicily  were  so  oppressed 
by  the  noblesse,  and  that  this  country 
ought  to  insist  upon  a  civil  reformation  in« 
that  kingdom,  by  the  restitution  of  what 
was  generally  termed  the  righu  of  man* 
These  objections  had  been  most  ably  and 
eloquently  answered  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning),  then  iMcretary 
of  State,  who  had  said— «<  He  trusted 
the  House  would  not  desire  that  lO/KXl 
men,  with  bayonets  on  their  shoulderi^ 
should  set  about  reformation ;  that  he  did 
not  think  they  were  the  most  proper  phi* 
losophers  to  revolutionize  a  country,  and 
teach  the  people  the  value  of  liberty.'^ 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  depre- 
cated the  practice  of  adoptins  gross  and 
ridiculous  calumnies  set  on  foot  by  the 
enemy,  as  being  unworthy  of  considera* 
tion  in  that  House.  For  the  moment  the 
House  began  to  reason  upon  them,  those 
calumnies  were  delivered  from  the  ridicule 
which  otherwise  would  attach  to  them. 
Was  it  not  ridiculous  to  assimilate  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  in  respect  to  Sicily 
with  that  of  Buonapart6  towards  Spain } 
The  right  hon.  baronet  wished  for  further 
information,  but  was  it  really  necessary  to 
satisfy  £urope,  that  in  rendering  assis- 
tance to  Sicily,  the  object  of  Great  Britain 
was  to  annex  the  kingdom  to  the  domi- 
nions of  her  ally?  The  change  which 
had  taken  place  was  desirable,  for  it  had 
averted  the  danger. 

Sir  J.  Newport  answered,  that  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  not  only  that  our 
national  honour  should  be  perfectly  pure, 
but  that  it  should  be  unsuspected  even  by 
our  enemies.  It  was  not  fit  that  Great 
Britain  should  justify  her  injustice  by  as- 
serting that  the  actions  of  France  were  of 
a  blacker  dye.  The  noble  lord  had  main- 
tained, that  paramount  necessity  dictated 
our  proceedings  in  Sicily  :  necessity  was 
the  tyrant's  plea,  and  how  many  coun- 
tries had  Buonaparte  taken  possession  of 
and  over-run,  on  the  ground  that   tha 
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Mfetyof  hiteniptrf  %nd  tfie  iratiq«Ulity 
of  Europe  required  it  ?  Muiy  fKts  jel 
tMBaiaed  in  tlie  iark,  doubilest,  because 
ibey  wwiiJ  not  liear  the  li|^t;  ataong 
wbioh  was  the  baniBhineiM  aad  reataration 
W  the  barons  auspected  «f  intercoiirBa  wiiii 
4ke  enemy. 

LorrI  (Uihtlerfagh  re-asserted^  that  aecca- 
aity  '<!k>fi«  had  indaced  the  British  minis- 
it)  i\  »*#t,  ms  was  supfKiBed,  to  ovei throw 
ithe  sviiein,  buttnerely  to  mahe  a  repre- 
jontation  to  the  king  of  Sicily  against  the 
cxifttiug  form  of  foremment.  The  whole 
change  that  sueceeded  was  voluntary,  Aor 
ivere  the  British  authorities  concerned  in 
ov  responsible  for  it.  During  these  trans- 
actions the  condactof  lord. William  Bea* 
tinck  had  been  not  leas  remarkable  for 
Buldnesf  and  forbearaoce,  than  for  a  rigid 
execution  of  his  instructions. 

The  CkamxUarqfthe  Bxchefner  remarked 
apon  the  triumphant  tone  in  which  the 
right  hen.  baronet  had  reminded  the 
House,  that  his  recommendation  at  a  for^ 
ner  period  had  at  length  been  attended 
to  by  the  alteration  which  had  been  pro- 
duced in  Sicily.  If  however  the  British 
governanent  luid  not  waited  antil  the  pre* 
aent  time  before  it  interfered,  the  object 
would  have  been  defeated,  inasmuch  as 
BBatiers  were  not  until  now  ripe  for  the 
change  accomplished,  nor  would  it  even 
at  this  time  have  been  4>ropcr  to  have  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  extent  advised  by  the  right 
hon.  baronet  in  his  former  speeches.  If  it 
were  questionable  at  this  lime  whether  in- 
terference were  right,  sorely  at  any  ibraier 
|>eriod  (before  the  danger  which  lately 
threatened  the  British  army  was  apparent) 
it  wonld  have  been  moet  unjustifiable.  He 
admitted  the  fitness  of' removing  from  the 
British  character  the  greatest  of  all  stig- 
nsas  cast  upon  us  by  our  enemies,  namely, 
that  we  were  actuated  by  the  same  princi- 
ples that  governed  them,  if  that  mieht  be 
called  government  which  acknowledged 
no  law.  He  was  surprised,  however^  to 
find,  that  the  right  hoa.  baronet  was  the  in- 
alrument  by  which  these  unfounded  ca- 
Inmnies  were  circulated. 

Sir  J,  Newport  maintained,  that  it  was  a 
totally  different  thing  to  make  terma  with 
our  ally  when  he  waa  independent,  and 
when  he  had  an  army  of  15,000  British 
soldiers  in  his  territory.  Perhaps  upon 
enquiry,  he  should  agree  that  it  was  im- 
portant that  the  revolution  should  be  ac- 
oomplisbod ;  but  he  required,  and  the 
.aoaairy  required,  that  it  aboold  be  made 
fWidaaltoiiU  tbe  worM  that auob oondact 
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I  was  justifiable.  It  was  a  very  easy* 
4iiough  not  perhaps  a  sattafacto^y  way  of 
answering  arguments,  to  accuse  the  tadi- 
vidtiai  empioying  them  of  improper  mo* 
tires;  under  certain  circumstances  ha 
asif^ht  he  proad  of  the  disapprobation  of 
the  gifntlemea  oa  the  other  aide  of  the 
Hooae,  BMM'e  partioolady  when  they  en« 
deavonred  to  deter  him  from  the  discharge 
of  a  public  duty,  which  as  a  member  of 
parliament  he  telt  himself  called  upoa  to 
perform. 

The  ChtuuMor  ^f  iht  Ssfckequar  answor* 
ed,  that  the  objection  inst  made,  that  wo 
ought  to  have  treated  with  our  ally  while 
he  was  free,  ceuid  not  apply,  inasmuch  as^ 
at  the  formation  of  the  treaty,  to  Ailfil 
which  this  grant  wan  proposed,  there  was  a 
British  army  in  Sicily. 

Mr.  Bastard  gave  his  vote  for  the  grants 
upon  the  explanation  of  the  aohle  k>rd, 
considering  that  we  were  justified  in  inters 
fering  with  the  goveraaseot  of  Sicily*  ia 
conformity  with  the  provisioaa  of  the 
treaty,  and  that  if  necessity  urged,  wa 
shottkl  take  possesstoa  of  that  couatry  by 
Ibrce  of  arms. 

Mr.  Hume  stated  some  circnmstaDcos 
respecting  the  application  of  the  grants  of 
former  years,  from  local  knowledge,  and 
justified  the  propriety  in  govemmeat  ab» 
ataioins  from  interference  before. 

The  Kesolotaoa  was  tbea  agreed  4o» 

Ma.  CaiNVKay'a  DaFaLOATioii.]  Mr; 
Ba»hes  adverted  to  the  deficit  in  the  ac- 
count of  a  public  officer  in  the  Treasury, 
and  recommended  the  adoption  of  some 
means  of  preventing  in  future  the  acco* 
mutation  of  frauds  on  the  public. 

This  C/umceUor  qf  ike  Exchequer  stated 
the  accounts  of  Mr.  Cbinnery  to  have 
been  of  such  a  nature,  that  by  balancing 
t|ie  surplus  of  some  years,  against  the  de» 
ficiencies  of.  others,  the  appearance  of  the 
whole  was  so  fair,  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
little  surprise  that  the  auditors  had  been 
deceived.  The  inaccuraciea  in  them  could 
only  be  detected  b^  looking  to  the  ac- 
counts for  a  considerable  time  back. 
These  back  accounts  had  been  neglected ; 
but  latterly,  an  effort  had  been  made  to 
get  them  into  a* more  regular  and  proper 
train.  As  there  were  a  great  many  of 
these  accounts  to  look  to,  it  was  a  const- 
derable  time  before  the  accounts  of  Mr. 
Chinnery  were  hunted,  as  it  were,  into 
such  a  corner,  that  it  was  hardly  posaiblo 
for  the  defaulter  to  escape.  He  did  not 
deny  tbat  aoaio  bkno  auacbad  kaotf  m 
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all  the  other  ports  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


which  had  been  preying  on  them  for  so 
many  years.  But,  in  his  opinion,  there 
was  nothing  that  could  give  a  check  to  it 
but  constant  auditing.  The  two  persons, 
who  filled  the  situation  of  auditors,  he  had 
the  greatest  confidence  in,  he  meant  Mr. 
Thompson,  third  secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  Mr.  Cotton,  chief  clerk  under 
him;  they  were  both  fully ^  capable  of 
their  office;  but  accounts  ought  to  be 
oftener  examined. 
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Thwsday,  March  26. 

Petition  from  Glasgow  respecting 
TUE  East  India  Company's  Charter.] 
Mr.  Houston  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
Merchants  House  of  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  have,  in  common 
with  other  classes*  of  bis  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, been  prevented  from  trading  to  the 
countries  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  consequence  of  charters  of 
monopoly  granted  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany; and, that  the  Petitioners  humbly 
beg  leave  to  represent,  that  they  are,  by 
such  charters,  not  only  individually  ex- 
cluded from  a  most  beneficial  commerce, 
but  they  are  deprived  of  privileges  which 
they  are  proud  to  prize  as  their  birlh*right, 
and  which,  as  no  temptation  could  induce 
them  willingly  to  relinquish,  no  payment 
is  sufficient  to  purchase ;  and  that,  besides 
the  manifest  injury  which  such  charters 
have  produced  on  the  efforts  of  individuals, 
they  have  necessarily  had  a  similar  effect 
on  the  national  resources,  which,  under  a 
free  trade,  must  have  become  greatly- 
more  considerable  than  while  the  com- 
merce is  restricted  and  confined ;  the  Pe- 
titioners, being  convinced  that  such  im- 
portant truths  cannot  fail  to  produce  con- 
viction of  the  impolicy  of  any  monopoly 
of  the  trade  to  India  and  China,  look  to 
the  expiration  of  the  present  East  India 
Charter  with  the  confident  hope  of  seeing 
a  period  put  to  any  exclusive  trade  to 
those  countries,  and  a  wide  field  thus  laid 
open  to  the  capital,  skill,  and  industry  of 
British  merchants  and  manufacturers ;  in 
this  confident  hope  and  expectation  the 
Petitioners  humbly  pray,  that  no  mono- 
poly be  granted  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  to  the  countries  eastward  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  that  the 
trade  may  be  free  and  open,  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  branches  of  commerce, 
not  only  to  the  port  of  London^  but  to 


Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Note  Amend* 
MENT  Bill.]  On  the  motion  for  the  se- 
cond reading  of  this  Bill, 

Mr.  Morris,  entertaining  the  same  ob- 
jections he  had  always  professed  to  the 
measure  in  contemplation,  which  objec- 
tions were  still  strengthened  by  the  new 
clauses  added  to  the  Bill,  could  not  for- 
bear enforcing  them  again,  even  in  that 
early  stage  of  the  measure.  The  Bill,  as  it 
stood,  went  to  give  to  the  paper  of  a  com- 
pany, the  same  currency  as  to  the  coin  of 
th^  realm,  and  to  make  those  notes  a  legal 
tender  in  every  instance,  without  provid- 
ing any  additional  security  against  forgery, 
or  against  any  excessive  issue  which  might, 
and  would  still  further  depress  them.  The 
system  of  paper  circulation  was  not  new, 
it  had  been  at  some  period  or  other  at- 
tempted by  most  nations  in  Europe,  and  its 
invariable  consequence  bad  been  to  entail 
bankruptcy  on  government,  and  ruin  and 
misery  on  thousands  of  innocent  indivi- 
duals<  The  same  effects  might  be  expected, 
or  at  least  apprehended,  in  this  country* 
from  the  Bill  then  before  the  House ;  and 
it  was  the  boundenduty  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  pause  and  consider, 
whether  or  not  the  present  paper  currency 
meant  to  be  established  was  so  far  diffe- 
rent from  all  others,  as  to  avert  the  appre- 
hension of  those  evils  which  experience 
had  taught  us  to  expect.  He  was  not, 
however,  so  sanguine  as  to  hope,  that  the 
provisions  of  the  preaent  Bill  could  answer 
that  purpose.  He  saw  no  additional  secu- 
rity against  forgery,  and  while  he  was 
willing  to  do  ample  justice  to  the  ingenuity 
of  the  means  by  which  the  Bank  had  con- 
trived to  protect  themselves,' he. must  ob- 
serve, at  the  same  time,  that  as  those  means 
were  secret^  that  very  secresy,  far  from 
affording  any  additional  security  to  the  in- 
dividual, only  increased  his  perplexity. 
He  could  speak  from  personal  observation 
as  to  the  effects  of  forgery  on  a  paper  cir- 
culation ;  he  had  seen  in  France  in  the 
time  of  assi gnats,  Imremix  de  verification 
erected  at  the  corner  of  every  street,  where 
the  trembling  tradesman  was  forced  to 
bring  paper  for  inspection  before  he  could 
think  himself  safe  m  delivering  his  goods. 
The  same  efft*cts  might  be  expected  in 
this  country,  from  the  increase  of  forgery ; 
for  the  loss  to  the  individual  was  not  the 
greatest  evil  to  be  expected  from  it,  and 
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the  effect  it  produced  on  the  public  mindf 
tended  to  depress  the  forced  circulation 
tenfold.    Against  that  eVil^  of  momentous 
magnitude^    the   public  had   no    means 
whatever  of  guarding  tbemseWes^  even  the 
endorsing  of  Bank  notes  was  but  a  futile 
resource :  and,  in  fact,  no  man,  whatever 
might  be  his  education,  could  be  said  to 
possess  really  the  means  of  distinguishing 
a  genuine  from  a  forged  Bank  note.    Ad- 
verting to  the  second  point  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  the  security  against  an  ex- 
cessive issue,  he  thought  that  the  Bill  was 
equally  deficient  in  that  rpspect    To  the 
directors  of  the  Bank  he  gave  full  credit 
for  ability  and  integrity.    He  was  sore 
they  were  incapable  of  abusing  the  trust 
reposed    in  them;    but  the  power  with 
which  they  were  thus  invested  was  too 
great  for  them  to  wield  ;  and  they  had 
not  sufficient  means  of  restraining  the  iasae 
of  their  paper  money  within  doe  bounds. 
From  the  view  he  had  been  able  to  take 
of  this  subject,  he  thought  ^  would  have 
been  much  better  to  let  thioffs  remain  as 
they  were;  at  the  same  time,  he  lamented 
that  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee, 
which  be  admired  as  much  as  any  one> 
had  not  adverted  to  the  state  of  the  law  as 
it  then  stood.    He  had  already  suggested 
the  propriety  of  going  into  a  Committee, 
to  sift  that  matter  to  the  bottom;  and 
should  such  a  measure  be  adopted,    it 
might,  perhaps,  be  thought  advisable  to 
raise  the  nominal  price  of  gold  coin,  in 
the  same  proportion  as   bank-notes   had 
been    depreciated   in  comparison  to  it ; 
there    could  be  then   no   inconvenience 
in  the   Bank  resuming  its  payments   in 
specie.     The  measure  was  not  so  novel  as 
might  be  expected  at  first  sight;  we  had, 
in  fact^  already  raised  the  price  of  coin  by 
the  issue  of  tokens,  at  a  rate  above  their 
intrinsic  yalue,  and  although  they  were 
not  the  standard  coin  of  the  realm,  still 
they  were  received  in  exchange  of  those 
notes  which  were  to  be  made  legal  tenders, 
and  accepted  in  payment  by  creditors. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  then  al- 
luded to  the  misfortunes  brought  on  this 
country  at  former  periods  by  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  circulating  medium,    for 
which  no  remedy  could  be  found  but  in 
a  recurrence  to  the   old   principles.     If 
the    present  Bill  was   ultimately    to  be 
adopted,  he  trusted  that  such  provisions 
would  be  added  as  to  protect  tne  indivi- 
dual from  loss,  while  it  secured  the  re- 
gular service  of  government ;  but  he  should 
think  that  the  only  remedy  to  the  impend- 


ing evils  would  be  ibund  in  the  collected 
wisdom  of*  the  House  assembled  ia  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  read  the  third  and 
fourth  Resolutions  of  the  Bullion  Com« 
mittee.  By  the  third  the  Committee  had 
declared,  "  that  bank  notes  were  to  be 
considered  as  promissory  notes  for  pay- 
ment in  gold/'  The  fourth  assum^« 
that,  "  in  consequence  they  were  held  ia 
estimation  equal  to  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm."  The  noble  lord  argued  that  it 
was  the  height  of  inconsistency  to  proceed 
with  the  present  Bill,  with  those  Resolo* 
tions  (diametrically  opposite  to  its  prin« 
ciples)  standing  on  the  Journals  ot  ths 
House,  especially  as  it  was  intended  to 
extend  the  Bill  to  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Newpori  deprecated  the  idea  of 
extending  the  Bill  to  Ireland^  and  coa« 
ceived  that  the  House  was  trayelling  the 
high  road  to  min,  which  had  been  inva« 
riably  the  case  with  all  countries  in  which 
a  paper  currency  had  been  forced  on  the 
people.     He  begged  the  House  to  consider^ 
besides,  the  grounds  on  which  the  measure 
was  to  be  extended  to  Ireland.     It  was 
simply  on  a  petition  presented  by  a  noble 
lord,  without  his  having  condescended  to 
inform  the  House  whether  the   petition 
was  signed  by  landlords  or  by  tenants—* 
that  was,  whether  it  was  signed  by  men 
who  were  willing  to  abandon  some  of  the 
advantages  they   actually    had   by  con« 
tract ;  or  by  men  willing  at  any  rate  to  ac* 
quit  themselves  of  their  debts  at  a  cheaper 
rate.     The  Bill   passed  last  session  went 
far  enough  to  alarm  all  men  interested  in 
the  welrare  of  the  country,  but  the  pre- 
sent went  far  beyond  it.     It  went,  as  it 
respected  Ireland,  to  break  a  solemn  co- 
venant between  landlord  and  tenant,  by 
which  the  former  was  to  be  paid  in  gold, 
no  matter  at  what  price  it  was  to  be  pro- 
cured.    He  thought  that  this  was  a  step 
too  bold  to  be  taken  at  once ;  and  before 
the  imperial  parliament  could  think,  under 
such  circumstances,  of  extending  the  Bill 
to  Ireland,  they  should  have  petitions  from 
every  part  of  that   country,    and   know 
especially  if  landlords  agreed  to  it     In 
another  instance,  Ireland,  should  the  Bill 
extend  to  that  country,  was  treated  with 
evident  neglect.   He  believed  that  the  bank 
of  Ireland  was  as  solvent  as  any  bank — as 
much  so  as  the  bank  of  England  itself,  and 
he  could  say  no  more  in  its  favour.     Yet, 
when  it  was  intended  to  restrict  the  bank 
of  England  from  paying  in  specie,  it  was 
thought  necessary  first  to  institute  an  in* 
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quiry  as  to  it  means  of  soWability.  But, 
the  same  precautions  were  deemed  useless 
vrhen  the  Bill  was  to  apply  to  Ireland. 
These  were  the  grounds  mi  which  he  ob- 
jected to  the  Bill  being  extended  to  Ire* 
land,  especially  in  the  thin  state  of  the 
House;  and  in  the  absence  of  Irish  mem- 
bers. He  might  add,  that  it  had  proved 
perfectly  useless  in  this  country,  it  being 
found  impossible,  as  it -always  would  be, 
to  prevent  the  traffic  in  gold  coin,  or  to 
keep  paper  in  any  country  above  a  certain 
level,  regulated  by  a  variety  ofuncontroul- 
able  circumstances. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy  allowed  the  full  weight 
of  the  principles  laid  down  by  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Morris) ;  he  saw  that  the  mea- 
sure proposed  was  attended  with  great  dif- 
ficulties ;  he  might  say,  that  it  was  danger- 
ous, and  wished  that  another  had  been 
proposed  in  its  stead ;  yet,  in  the  present 
circumstances,  knowing  it  was  desired  by 
the  pilblic,  he  would  not  oppose  it. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  hoped  that,  before  the 
Bill  should  pass,  the  gentlemen  from  Ire- 
land, then  absent,  would  come  folly  pre- 
pared to  discuss  its  merit  as  af^cting  their 
country,  in  the  way  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet.  The  nature  of  the 
Bill  itself  had  been  greatly  changed  by 
its  extension  to  the  sister-country.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  thought  last  session 
that  the  Bill  would  be  incomplete  if  it  did 
not  extend  to  Ireland ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  had  expressed  a  positive  wish  for 
full  information,  before  that  step  should  be 
taken.  It  had  appeared  since,  that  a  prac- 
tice existed  in  Ireland  of  receiving  gold  in 
payment  of  contracts,  at  a  difference  in 
price  from  the  paper  circulating  medium. 
Jhe  difference  was  stated  by  some  at  22 
or  25  per  cent,  against  paper.  It  followed 
of  course,  that  the  landlords  and  other 
holders  of  such  contracts,  would  be  injured 
by  the  Bill  in  that  ver}'  proportion.  This 
was  a  step  perfectly  novel  in  legislature ; 
and  should  the  Bill  pass,  it  would  turn  out 
that  a  man,  a  tenant  for  instance,  now 
bound  to  pay  122/.  by  virtue  of  a  special 
contract,  would  be  authorised  by  parlia- 
ment to  pay  only  100/.  Indeed  the  mea- 
sure was  one  of  such  manifest  injustice, 
that  he  thought  government  must  have  had 
some  secret  and  powerful  motive  to  pro- 
pose it.  Probably  they  meant  to  destroy 
altogether  the  standard  on  which  people 
were  enabled  to  judge  of  the  depreciation 
of  paper  currency,  which  standard  was 
kept  up  by  the  price  of  gold  coin  in  Ire- 

idud,    A  standard  more  imperftpct  'would 


still  exists  It  was  true,  in  the  course  of  fo« 
reign  exchanges ;  but  this  was  not  within 
the  reach  of  every  one ;  and  by  keeping 
from  the  view  of  the  people  the  true 
standard  of  value  to  which  they  had  been 
long  accustomed,  ministers  would  be  able  to 
carry  their  system  of  delusion  to  almost 
any  length.  It  was  as  necessary  to  the 
welfare  of  society  to  keep  always  in 
view  the  standard  of  marketable  value 
as  well  as  any  other;  at  for  instance,  the 
standards  of  weight,  length,  and  capacity 
for  the  sale  of  goods ;  and  by  taking  away 
the  standard  of  gold  coin  for  marketable 
value,  no  scale  would  be  left  on  which 
prospective  bargains  or  contracts  could 
possibly  be  executed.  Notwithstanding 
all  these  weighty  objections,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  let  the  Bill  go  into  a  Committee,  in 
hopes  that  they  might  be  discussed  with 
better  effect,  bnt  without  pledging  himself 
any  fiirther.  He  hoped  above  ail  things 
that  in  the  Committee  another  standard  of 
marketable  value  would  be  recognbed  be- 
sides paper  currency. 

Lord  Castbreagh  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary  to  enter  at  large,  for  the  present,  on 
the  merits  of  the  Bill.  He  admired  the 
ingenuity  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down,  but  his  arguments  did  not 
carry  conviction,  because  he  alvi^ays  fell 
short  of  the  object  in  view;  be  pointed 
out  evils,  which  he  magnified,  but  never 
suggested  a  remedy.  The  noble  lord 
did  not  see  that  the  extension  of  the  mea« 
sure  to  Ireland  was  attended  with  such  in- 
superable difficulties,  as  to  deter  parlia* 
mentfrom  completing  a  system  deemed 
necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the  empire. 
He  should  deceive  the  House,  were  he  to 
deny  that  difficulties  existed;  but  they 
were  not  of  the  nature  represented.  He 
must,  for  instance,  contradict  the  idea 
which  seemed  to  have  been  entertained, 
that  a  double  price  for  goods,  the  e«ie  in 
gold  coin  and  the  other  in  paper,  existed 
all  over  Ireland.  It  was  said,  indeed, 
that  the  traffic  in  guineas  was  pretty  ge- 
neral throughout  that  country,  as  it  was 
in  England.  Hhii  could  not  be  denied. 
But  there  were  not  generally  two  prices- 
stipulated  in  a  contract  ;*  the  practice,  on 
the  contrary,  was,  in  that  respect,  the 
same  as  in  this  country.  The  question, 
therefore,  as  to  paynr^nts  in  gold  stipu- 
lated by  contract  in  Ireland,  was  reduced 
t6  three  or  four  counties,  which  stood  as  an 
anomaly,  and  in  which  the  practice  of 
stipulating  for  payments  in  gold  had  long 
subsisted,    ^x,  eT«n'ii|  th«t  case«   the 
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question  had  been  very  much  narrowed  of 
late ;  for  within  eight,  or  seven  years  at 
least,  bargains  had  anifprmly  been  made 
for  payment  in  notes.  There  remained 
only  rents,  <br  which,  according  to  the  old 
system,  payment  was  to  be  made  in  gold. 
In  this  the  only  difficulty  existed  ;  and 
whatever  measure  the  House  thonght  fit 
to  adopt,  the  noble  lord  was  sure  that  it 
must  be  attended  with  some  sacrifice  of 
individual  interest.  As  to  the  signatures 
to  the  Petition  he  had  presented  to  the 
House,  and  which  had  been  so  often  aU 
Hided  to,  he  could  assure  the  House^  that 
some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  signed, 
were  connected  with  the  first  lauded  inte- 
rest in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belfast; 
others  were  not  so,  they  were  not  land- 
lords, b«t  he  couki  take  upon  himself  to 
say,  that  all  were  actuated  by  the  same 
motives — the  interest  of  their  country; 
nor  conld  their  tardy  application  to  the 
legislatare  for  a  redress  of  that  grievance, 
be  coBsrdered  as  proof  that  it  was  not  se- 
verely felt.  At  first,  gold  celSn  could  be 
procured  at  a  premium  of  about  two  per 
cent,  perhaps  through  the  means  of  the 
iandlonPa  agent  himself;  and  this  might 
be  considered  by  the  tenants  as  z  douceur, 
to  which,  under  all  circumstances,  they 
were  witling  to  submit.  But,  now,  from 
the  operation  of  foreign  exchanges,  and, 
as  he  would  urge  the  matter  to  the  House, 
from  an  act  of  parliament  itself,  prevent- 
ing the  bank  of  England  from  making 
payments  in  gold,  tenants  could  not  pro- 
cure guineas  but  with  the  utmost  difficulty, 
at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent.  It  would  be 
for  the  House  to  consider,  whether  or  not 
the  enormous  loss  of  25  per  cent,  now  sus- 
tained by  the  tenants,  was  in  contempla- 
tion of  their  original  contract,  when  they 
consented  to  pay  a  small  douceur  to  the 
landlord  or  his  agent,  and  whether  or  not 
they  were  exposed  to  that  unforeseen  loss 
by  circumstances  over  which  they  had 
any  controul.  To  a  loss  of  2  percent,  they 
might  have  cheerfully  consented,  but  the 
enormous  discount  which  they  were  now 
obliged  to  pay,  was  a  grievance  entitled  to 
some  consideration.  He  would  not  take 
upon  himself  to  say  what  measures  should 
be  adopted  in  such  circumstances;  he 
only  wished  to  enforce  on  the  House  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  applying  the 
same  measures  to  Ireland  as  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  empire.  They  should  not  lose 
themselves  in  minute  details  about  locali- 
ties, but  proceed  on  the  broad  basis  of  the 
general  int^ests  of  the.  united  kingdoms. 


Several  gentlemen  had,  like  himself,  ex- 
pressed  a  wish  last  year,  that  the  measure 
then  intended  for  England  should  also  ex- 
tend to  Ireland.  He  did  not  conceive,  that 
the  peculiar  situation  of  three  or  four  coun- 
ties could  operate  as  a  bar  to  the  wish  then 
expressed, and  which  be  considered  as  con- 
sonant with  the  prosperity  of  these  realms. 
Mr.  fF.  Smith  was  against  the  Bill,  even 
in  this  stage,  as  he  did  not  think  it 
capable  of  amendment  in  a  Committee. 
It  was  another  step  in  that  system  which, 
if  they  argued  from  analogy  to  all  the 
other  nations  in  which  history  informed 
them  similar  courses  had  been  pursued, 
they  must  be  convinced  could  only  termi- 
nate in  the  utter  ruin  of  the  country.  It 
was  said  that  the  measure  was  popular; 
but  he  denied  the  capability  of  the  per- 
sons out  of  doors  to  form  a  proper  judg- 
ment on  a  subject,  which  was  not  fairly 
presented  to  their  understandings.  And 
it  was  for  the  wisdom  of  that  House  to 
correct  the  errors  into  which  those  who  did 
not  look  so  deeply  into  the  matter  might 
and  must  fall.  Not  as  would  seem  to  be 
the  opinion  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  D. 
Giddy)  who  would  agree  to  a  measure 
which  he  was  convinced  was  not  right, 
because  the  people  liked  it ;  as  if,  '  Sf 
populus  vult  decioi,  decipiatur.'  He  was. 
astonished  that  his  hon.  friend  oould  lend 
hinfself  to  so  ruinous  a  deception.  There 
were  one  or  two  objections  to  the  present 
Bill,  which  struck  him  as  so  weighty, 
that  he  was  surprised  it  could  have  been 
at  ail  entertained  by  the  House  or  the 
country.  It  went,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  to  make  bank  notes  a  legal 
tender;  for  the  only  dilFerence  was,  if 
a  man  could  afford  to  wait  '  ad  Grsecas 
Calendas/  that  was,  till  the  Bank  returned 
to  payments  in  specie,  which  the  present 
measure  would  lead  to  the  protraction  of 
for  ever.  His  sincere  and  perfect  belief 
was,  that  it  would  end  in  national  bank- 
ruptcy. For  all  history  shewed  them  that 
such  had  been  the  tendency  of  similar 
practices  in  other  nations,  and  did  not 
afford  them  one  solitary  instance  to  the 
contrary.  To  add  to  this  moral  certainty 
of  the  result,  our  national  debt  bad  in- 
creased, and  was  increasing,  and  with  that 
increase  the  advance  of  the  price  of  all 
commodities.  They  were  told,  if  this  step 
was  insufficient,  they  must  take  another ; 
and  what  must  that  step  be?— to  make 
bank  notes  at  once  a  legal  tender.  And 
should  this  also  fail  in  effect,  what  remained 
to  be  done  ?    They  must  compel  all  per* 
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tonii  to  bring  their  commoditiet  to  market 
at  fixed  pricoii,  or  they  rouit  return  to  the 
point  from  which  they  had  unfortunately 
departed  Aome  years  ago,  and  they  must 
return  t<»  it  against  the  increased  difficul- 
ties which  would  be  thrown  in  their  way^ 
if  they  agreed  to  the  present  measure.  He 
laid  no  stress  on  the  confined  issue  of  bank 
notf  s,  as  there  was  no  criterion  to  judge  by, 
whether  that  issue  was  too  great  or  not ; 
neither  did  he  think  this  matter  ought  to 
be  lufi  to  the  discretion  of  the  bank  direc- 
tors, however  respcctuble  they  were.  The 
measure  was  prospective  :  and  they  could 
not  answer  for  directors  30  years  hence,  in 
whom  government  mi^ht  be  as  much  mis- 
tt\kon,  as  they  had  been  in  those  in  whom 
they  reposed   trust  at  the  period  of  the 
South  Sea  Bubble.     With  the  same  capi- 
tal they  had  when  they  issued  12  or  13 
millions,   they   now    issued    double  that 
amount — and  had,  consequently,  a  double 
profit,  while  the  risk  lay  with  the  coun- 
try.   They  might  proceed  to  issue  40  mil- 
lions—aud  still  the  country  be  obliged  to 
take  these  notes,  without  their  being  gua- 
ranteed by  the  government*    But  If  go- 
vernment did  not  guarantee  these  notes, 
they  had  no  right  to  make  them  a  legal 
tender.     Between  individuals,  such  an  act 
would  be  almost  a  fraud  ;  and  in  a  go- 
Ternroent,  it  was  an  egregious  act  of  unjust 
Tiolence.    Was  the  system  of  **  I  promise 
10  pav'*  10  be  carrieil  on  for  ever  ?  When 
woulit  this  end,  and  what  would  be  the 
couse()uences  f      If  the  Bank    got    into 
any  intermediate  difficulties,  and  was  not 
able  10  pay   in  specie,  the  government  j 
mu5i  allow  it  to  go  on  longer  paying  in  j 
paper;  the  end  must  be  bankruptcy. —  , 
\Vah  reepect  to  Ireland,  there  was  one  cir-  i 
cumstance  which  must  strike  every  one  in  ! 
re^^rd  to  the  extension  of  the  measure  ' 
to  that  country.    Whatever  measure  they  ! 
mifiht  iMlopt  after  the  enquiry  they  had  j 
had.  as  to  ffttaraiHeeint  the  bank  of^  Eng*  i 
land»  \vtHild  any  man  say,  that  the  Hooae  ! 
bad  on  its  table  sufficient  information  as  to  i 
the  bjuik  of  Ireland*  or  sufficient  parlii*  ; 
mentary  grounds  to  warruit  then  in  gna-  • 
ranteeing  iia  issuea  ?     If  they  did  nal» ; 
why  tifU  the  people  of  that  c^Mntvy  iIai  \ 
iheV  must  and  should  lake  their  notes?  i 
If  i^<y  did  noi»  h«d  ihey  any  ilociwatinti , 
tojiistifv  them$elT«$  in  \nidleftnking  this 
r^HHuuMiUy  ?    A$  the  asenswre  was  eni« 
^iM  and  iM^Uted  in  itself,  »o  w«s  the  HHide 
in  vk  hich  it  was  conducted  in  the  Honwi. 
h  reminded  him  of  the  icnianct  in  Shake-  . 
f(W4r^^-«^  Thinga  iU«heg«n  Makn  atropf 
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themselves  by  ill.''  There  had  only  been 
three  prosecutions  last  year  connected 
with  this  subject,  and  to  compel  payments 
in  specie;  and  he  maintained  that  this 
was  no  inconvenience  to  warrant  a  step  of 
that  fatal  tendency  they  were  now  called 
upon  to  take.  He  therefore  opposed  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Wellesl^  Pole  would  not  go  into  the 
general  question,  but  confine  himself  to 
that  part  of  it  which  regarded  Ireland. 
He  collected  from  all  sides,  that  it  was 
not  disputed  that  the  measure  of  last  ses- 
sion met  with  general  approbation,  and  was 
looked  at  by  the  country  with  a  very  fa- 
vourable eye.  If  this  were  true,  and  it  was 
a  measure  resorted  to  for  the  protection 
of  the  subject,  was  it  not  natural  to  desire 
it  to  be  extended  to  Ireland?  The  only 
reason  why  it  had  not  been  extended  to 
that  country  last  session,  had  been  justly 
stated  by  his  noble  friend  (lord  Castle- 
reagh).  It  arose  from  the  anomaly  exist- 
ing in  that  country,  which  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary to  allow  time  for  investigation,  and 
for  learninff  the  actual  state  of  the  case. 
This  anomaly,  in  bavins  two  prices,  one 
for  gold  and  the  other  &r  paper,  did  not, 
however,  extend  so  far  as  was  supposed. 
It  was  confined,  as  the  noble  lord  had 
stated,  to  part  of  one  province  out  of  the 
four  into  which  Irelana  was  divided.  Hia 
noble  friend  had  also  fairly  explained  the 
nature  of  the  difference  arising  out  of  the 
two  per  cent,  formerly  paid  for  the  pur- 
chase of  guineas  by  the  tenant ;  but  the 
original  cause  might  not,  perhaps,  be  so 
generally  known.  It  arose  from  the  wea- 
vers havmg,  for  some  reason  or  other,  re- 
fused, soon  afker  the  establishment  of  the 
bank  of  Ireland,  to  take  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment for  webt.  This  rendered  it  nece»> 
aary  for  landlords  to  guard  themselves  bj 
the  adoption  of  the  practice  in  qeeslion, 
and  the  traffic  in  guineas  had  gone  on  till 
the  price  of  gold  t>ecame  so  much  higher, 
in  comparison  with  paper,  thai  the  evil 
remedied  itaelf,  end  the  practice  was  al* 
together  aholiahed,  except  what  remained 
between  landlords  and  tenants.  The  ex- 
nction  of  gold  lor  rent  had,  of  late,  be- 
come ao  crying  an  evil,  that  if  ii  had  not 
been  for  the  mestsnie  of  last  session,  and 
the  prospect  held  oot  that  it  would  soon 
he  extended  to  Ireland,  they  would  have 
heard  such  e  cry  from  the  North,  tn  pro- 
tect the  tenant  a^ninsl  the  landloid,  that  no 
govemasent  cooTd  resist  it.  In  what  con- 
dition, he  asked,  wonld  thej  be,  if  they 
(the  Irish  tennlrj)  were  exposed  to  tM 
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caprice  of  any  aTaricious  landlord,  while 
they  protected  the  people  here  ?  It  would 
be  said^  in  Ireland,  that  when  one  solitary 
instance  of  a  landlord's  wishing  to  exact 
this  mode  of  payment  occurred,  the  legis- 
lature, as  it  were,  by  acclamation,  has- 
tened to  extend  their  protection,  while 
they  left  the  people  of  Ireland  to  suffer, 
as  they  now  did,  in  many  parts  of  the 
north.  He  would  not  now  enquire,  whe- 
ther the  measure  was  right  and  politic  for 
England  ;  but  if  it  was  thought  right  and 
politic  in  this  country,  he  demanded  it 
equally  for  Ireland.  He  did  not  wish  to 
disguise  the  fact,  that  it  would  be  an  in- 
conTenience  on  landlords,  who  had  let 
their  lands  to  be  paid  in  gold,  and  he  would 
be  ready  to  lend  himself  to  any  remedy 
that  might  be  proposed  to  accommodate 
the  interests  of  this  class,  who  wiere,  how- 
ever, only  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
The  inconvenience,  too,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
collected, would  be  nothing,  when  com- 
pared with  the  eyils  remedied.  He  had 
understood  an  hon.  gentleman,  to  insinuate 
some  suspicion  of  the  solvency  of  (he 
bank  of  Ireland.— (A  general  cry  of  No  ! 
DO !}  Was  it  so  or  not  ? — (Mr.  Smith  sig- 
nified that  it  was  not.)  Ttien  he  would  not 
press  the  subject,  but  conclude,  by  saying, 
that  he  would  be  as  ready  to  guarantee 
the  bank  of  Ireland  as  the  bank  of  England. 
There  did  not  exist  the  slightest  suspicion 
against  it ;  and,  he  was  sure,  the  honoura- 
ble men  who  conducted  its  direction, 
would,  at  all  times,  be  ready  and  willing 
to  submit  to  the  strictest  examination  and 
scrutiny  the  government  or  the  House 
should  think  proper  to  institute. 

Mr.  Giles  shortly  opposed  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  on  the  ground  of  its 
making  bank  notes  circuitously  a  legal 
tender.  Mr.  Burke  had  said  that  these 
notes  were  of  value  on  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, because  they  were  of  no  value  in 
Westminster-hall ;  but  this  measure  went 
to  reverse  the  case,  and  make  them  of 
more  value  in  Westminster-hall  than  any 
where  else.  He  conceived  it  would  be 
much  better  to  make  them  a  legal  tender 
at  once  between  man  and  man,  than 
through  the  intervention  of  courts  of  law 
and  attorn  ies. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  main- 
tained that  the  measure  \^as  calculated  for 
the  protection  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
who,  but  for  this  Bill,  was  in  his  person 
liable  to  the  payment  of  a  debt  in  gold, 
which,  so  long  as  the  Bank  restrictions 
continued,  it  was  not  iu  his  power  to  ob- 


tain. The  emptiness  of  the  House  had  been 
frequently  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the 
evening.  He  ascribed  it  to  an  understand- 
ing which  had  gone  forth,  that  it  would 
be  most  proper  to  debate  the  question, 
with  regard  to  its  extension  to  Ireland, 
after  the  recess.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  opened  this  discussion,  bad 
confessed  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
leave  the  currency  of  the  country  as  it 
now  was— -of  course  he  could  not  oppose 
their  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  see  what  currency  was  possible  to 
be  made.  They  had  also  heard  a  great 
many  general  arguments,  tending  to 
prove,  that  by  the  system  now  pursued, 
the  country  was  in  the  high  road  to  ruin. 
This  mode  of  reasoning  was  not  only  ap- 
plied to  the  present  Bill,  but  had  been  ap- 
plied to  every  circumstance  and  occasion 
since  the  period  when  the  Bank  restrictions 
were  imposed.  Yet  those  prophesies  had 
turned  out  to  be  false  and  groundless, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  equally  the  fate 
of  the  predictions  now  poured  out  upon 
them.  He  could  not  help  being  surprised 
at  his  hon.  friend's  (Mr.  Thornton]  notion 
of  the  beneficial  effects  to  be  derived  by 
Ireland  from  keeping  up  a  practical  stand- 
ard, bv  double  prices,  of  the  relative  va- 
lues of  gold  and  pfiper  currency.  He 
could  not  think  such  a  standard  so  desira- 
ble, as  that  it  should  be  maintained  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  country.  And,  after 
all,  what  kind  of  a  standard  was  it  ?  One 
unsettled  and  fluctuating,  from  5  to  20 
per  cent,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  landlord 
in  this  or  the  other  field—on  this  or  on 
the  other  side  of  the  hedge*  Much  had 
been  said  of  the  examples  afifbrded  by 
the  history  of  nations,  of  the  fatal  and  ruin- 
ous tendency  of  all  such  systems  as  that 
now  embraced  in  England.  But  he  con- 
tended, that  there  never  had  existed  an  in- 
stance in  point ;  and  he  defied  any  gentle- 
man from  those  hi  stories  to  show  him  a  case, 
in  which  the  paper  currency  of  any  other 
country  bore  the  slightest  analogy  or  re- 
semblance to  that  of  Britain.  It  was  ab- 
surd and  most  ridiculous  to  compare  them 
together,  or  bank  notes  to  the  assignats  of 
France.  Thes^  assignats,  withm  two 
years  al^er  their  first  issue,  had  exceededi 
by  a  hundred-fold,  all  the  issues  of  the  bank 
of  England  during  a  long  period  of  years. 
They  had,  therefore,  the  experience  of  a 
number  of  years,  from  1797,  when  the 
restrictions  were  imposed,  to  convince 
them,  that  there  wa<«  not  the  slightest 
danger   of  an    excessive  circulation   to 
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ruin  the  country.—*''  Bat/^  said  an  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Smith),  "  after  this  mea- 
sure is  passed,  and    thirty   years  hence, 
when   you    may  not  have  such    proTi- 
.dent    and    honourable   directors    of  the 
Bank  as  at  present,  the  evil  will  increase/' 
Why  could  not  parliament,  as  they  had 
done,  continae  to  superintend  the  issues 
of  the  Bank  ?     During  the  last  year,  they 
knew  the  fact  to  be,  that,  so  far  from  an 
increase,  a  diminution  in  the  circulation 
had  taken  place,  and  they  had  no  reason 
whatever  to  f«ar  any  danger  from  the  sud- 
den inundation  of  the  country  with  bank 
paper  during  the  recess.    There  was  no 
danger  ofdirectors,  heretofore  so  prudent, 
running  all  at  once  into  a  directly  opposite 
line ;  there  was  no  hazard  of  an  indefi- 
nite issue  to  ruin  the  country  in  the  man- 
ner described  m  the  histories  referred  to. 
The  whole  of  the  i9sues  here  amounted  to 
about  one-third  of  the  annual  revenue  of 
the  country  paid  into  the  Exchequer.—- 
Had  they  an  instance  like  this  in  any  his- 
tory df  any  other  nation,  where,   if  he 
might  use  the  expression,  the  paper  cur- 
rency was  thrice,  in  the  course  of  one 
year,  disgorged  to  the  government?    But 
all  this  train  of  argument  appeared  to  be 
mere  idle  declamation,  and  nothing  could 
possibly  be  more  absurd  than  to  make 
these  comparisons  between  things  utterly 
dissimilar.     He  trusted  the  House  and  the 
country  would  therefore  agree  with  him, 
that  something  of  the  kind  now  proposed 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  subject.    In  framing  the  mea- 
sure, they  would,  of  course,  direct  their 
attention  as  much  as  possible  to  the  pre- 
tention of  evils  arising  from  forgeries,  and 
to  save  the  people  from  being  liable  to  re- 
ceive them  in   payments.     It  appeared, 
from  the  account  laid  on  the  table,  that 
this  evil  had  not  grown  to  an  enormous 
magnitude,  in  comparison  with  the  vast 
sum  of  23  millions  in  circulation.  The  for- 
geries amounted,  during  the  last  eleven 
years,  to  about  9  or  10,000/.  a  year,  in- 
cluding a  number  of  foreign  notes  rejected 
at  the  Bank ;  and  this  was  perhaps  not  more 
tlian  a  circulation  to  a  similar  extent  in  gold 
and  silver  would  suffer.    From  the  vast  fo- 
reign expenditure  in  which  the  nation  was 
tngaged,  they  were,  nodoubt,  in  difficulty, 
which  it  was  the  object  of  this  measure  to 
meet  in  what  appeared  to  be  the  most  ad- 
▼imble  way.— But  if  they  took  the  advice 
of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  and  called  on  the  Bank  to  resume 
iti  paymeats  in  speciei  then  indeed,  it 


might  justly  be  said,  that  they  were  throw- 
ing widely  and  directly  open  the  door  to 
national  ruin  and  bsnkruptcy.  It  was 
their  duty  to  make  the  best  selection  they 
could  for  the  country,  and  not  reject  a 
measure  merely  because  theoretical  objec- 
tions could  be  urged  against  its  perfect 
expediency,  while  it  was  allowed,  on  all 
hands,  that  some  step  was  necessary,  and 
no  other,  at  all  feasible,  was  suggested. 

Mr.  PoMonby  said,  be  had  no  intention 
of  going  at  large  into  the  question  now, 
but  as  he  had  been  absent  during  the  dis- 
cussions it  underwent  last  session,  and  had 
no  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sentiments 
at  that  period,  he  was  anxious  in  a  few 
words  to  express  his  firm  conviction,  that 
so  far  from  this  measure  being  calculated 
to  promote  the  permanent  interests  of  the 
country,  it  was  calculated  to  bring  the 
country  to  ruin.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  had  said  that  the  predictions 
made  on  former  occasions,  when  this  sys- 
tern  began,  and  at  various  points  of  its 
course,  of  the  progress  to  ruin  in  which  it 
would  involve  the  country,  had  never  been 
fulfilled.  At  the  time  when  the  Bank  re- 
strictions commenced  in  1 797,  many'  per- 
sons had  indeed  spoken  in  very  strong 
terms,  as  men  were  apt  to  do,  of  the  utter 
ruin  attendant  on  such  a  course.  For  his 
part  he  had  never  used  this  strong  Ian- 
gw^— but  there  were  many  intermediate 
stages  between  the  injury  and  utter  ru1ii 
of  a  country.  In  his  opinion,  all  the  pre- 
dictions since  1797,  in  opposition  to  that 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  had  been  sub- 
stantially fulfilled.  The  supporters  of  the 
measure  had  declared  their  belief,  that  the 
Bank  would  soon  open  aG:ain,  and  resume 
its  payments  in  specie.  This  had  been  de- 
nied, and  the  contrary  affirmed,  viz.  That 
the  Bank  would  never  pay  in  sold  so  long 
as  this  law  lasted.  Which  of  these  pre- 
dictions had  been  verified  ?  Some  years 
ago,  when  the  price  of  gold  rose  so  high, 
and  the  course  of  exchange  became  so  un- 
favourable, owing  to  the  exoessive  issue  of 
paper,  it  was  said,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
this  mischief  would  be  still  worse  ;  which, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  denied.  Whose 
prediction,  in  this  case,  be  would  again  ask 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  had  been  provej 
right  ?  Their  difficulties  had  increased. 
T6ey  were  in  a  worse  cotidition  last  year 
than  ever  they  had  been  before.  How, 
then,  were  their  predictions  falsified  ?  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  told  them,  that 
no  issues  in  other  countries  had  ever  re* 
sambled  those  of  this.    He  agreed  with 
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opinion  on  the  ralae  of  the  pnctical 
standard  existing  in  Ireland,  to  ascertain 
the  real  state  of  the  depreciation  of  th^ 
paper  currency.  Bat  the  right  hon.  ^en- 
tleman.was  altogether  in  error  in  supposing, 
that  this  standsTO  varied  from  5  to  20  per 
cent,  on  either  side  of  a  hedffe,  accordmg 
to  the  pleasure  or  caprice  of  this  or  that 
landlord.  That  was  not  the  case;  and 
the  rate  per  cent,  never  depended  upon  . 
the  will  of  any  landlord.  The  capital  of 
the  country  was  the  standard.  In  Dublin 
the  buying  and  selling  of  sold  was  as 
common  as  that  of  broad  cloth,  or  any 
other  article.  Much  of  it  was  bousht  for 
Englaqd,  from  whence  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  it  was,  he  believed,  exported, 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  it  hoarded. 
Though  he  hoped  be  would  be  acquitted 
of  being  guilty  of  much  egotism  iu  that 
House,  or  of  being  apt  to  speak  of  himselO 
he  would  briefly  state  a  circumstance  oC 
which  he  had  been  an  eye-witness,  to 
shew  that  it  was  this  traffic  which  formed 
the  standard,  and  not  the  fancy  of  land« 
lords,  as  imagined  by  the  right  hpn.  gen* 
tleman.  On  the  day  he  sailed  for  Lon- 
don, he  went  into  one  of  these  shops  in 
which  gold  is  purchased  and  sold  in  bub* 
lin,  and  while  there,  a  country  woman 
came  in  to  dispose  of  11  or  12  guineas. 
She  asked  what  was  the  premium,  and  was 
inforroeii  5s*  dd.  on  each  guinea,  with 
which  being  satisfied,  she  received  thai 
sum  in  bank  of  Ireland  notes,  and  the 
fractional  parts  in  tokens.  The  person  of 
the  shop  having  gone  out,  another  stated 
to  him  (Mr.  P.)  that  the  woman  had  been 


on  this  point— none  had  ever  exactly 
resembled.— It  was  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  mischief  had  been  and  would 
be  riower  in  this  country  than  in  any 
oUier. .  But  its  progress  was,  nevertheless, 
inevitable,  and  in  the  nature  of  things.  It 
was  true,  if  our  foreign  expenditure  was 
much  decreased— if  our  issues  from  the 
Bank  were  more  provident  and  wise  than 
they  had  been,  the  evil  might  be  deferred; 
it  might  even  disappear ;  but  then,  it 
must  be  a  cessation  of  that  system  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  held  to  be  neces- 
sary mr  the  safety  of  the  country.  But 
though  there  was  no  exact  resemblance 
between  the  paper  currency  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  that  of  Britain,  there  was,  in 
many  points,  an  agreement.  There  was 
an  agreement  iu  principle.  The  excessive 
issues  from  the  Bank  had  rendered  that 
company  unable  to  fulfil  its  engagements 
to  government  and  to  the  country.  The 
Bank  was,  thereupon,  compelled  to  put 
paper  into  issue  to  such -a  degree,  as  in  its 
connection  with  government,  caused  that 
paper  to  become  a  government  paper^  and 
a  forced  government  paper  too  ! — It  had 
nothing  to  pay  its  dividends  with,  but  this 
Ibrced  government  paper.  The  good  sense 
of  the  country,  the  attention  of  parliament, 
and  the  good  management  of  the  directors 
of  the  Bank,  might  also  add  tolbose  causes, 
which  would  retard  the  progress  of  the 
evil  that  had  been  predicted ;  but  still,  in 
principle,  it  resembled  other  countries, 
and  the  consequences  were  unavoidable. 
With  regard  to  the  extension  of  the  mea- 
sure to  &eland,  there  were  one  or  two  cir- 
cumstances to  which  he  begged  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  Ire- 
land being  much  poorer  than  this  country, 
and  having  a  less  capital,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed that  when  the  bank  of  England 
could  no  longer  make  its  payments  in 
gold,  the  bank  of  Ireland  must  have  been 
in  a  similar  state.  But  the  direct  reverse 
was,  to  his  own  knowledge,  the  fact.  At 
the  time  the  bank  of  England  suspended 
its  payments  in  specie,  the  bank  of  Ireland 
was  as  competent,  ready,  and  willing  to 
pay  in  gold  as  it  had  ever  been. — When 
the  intimation  was  received  from  the  go- 
vernment in  this  country  to  stop  these 
payments,  the  surprise  was  as  great  as  had 
ever  been  excited.  This  he  considered  as 
one  of  the  most  just  criterions  by  which 
to  try  the  real  state  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land at  that  time  and  since.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  throw 
a  ridicule  upon  an  hon.  gentleman  for  bis 
(VOL.XKIL) 


paid  too  little,  as  the  premium  ought  to 
ha^  been  6i.  on  each  guinea.  On  the 
return  of  the  shop-keeper,  he  had  ex« 
changed  with  him  bank  of  Ireland  notes 
for  those  of  the  bank  of  England,  at  the 
ordinary  rate  of  exchange,  which  at  that 
time  amounted  to  about  one  penny,  or 
three-halfpence  in  the  pound.  This 
was  a  decided  proof  of  the  depreciation 
of  paper,  in  comparison  with  gold,  and 
that  the  rate  of  that  depreciation  was 
as  well  ascertained  in  Ireland  as  the 
price  of  meat  or  bread.  His  advice* 
then,  was — to  let  the  th'mg  take  its  own 
course  with  the  two  prices.  The  Bill,  if 
he  understood  it  right,  went  to  enact,  that 
if  a  debtor  was  sued,  and  paid  the  amount 
in  Bank-notes  into  court,  the  creditor  was 
compelled  to  receive  them  and  pay  costs. 
But  suppose  A  owed  B  100/.  on  bond,  arid 
was  desirous  to  pay  the  money  and  get  rid 
of  the  interest,  A  could  not  force  B  to  re> 
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ceive  the  payment  in  100/.  Bank-notes; 
and  mast  continue  to  remain  B's  debtor, 
and  pay  bim  interest.  Tbis  seemed  to 
him  to  be  a  great  absurdity.  It  was  said, 
the  measure  was  necessary ; — be  knew 
not  the  circumstances  that  made  it  so  :  it 
had  not  been  called  for  by  Ireland,  sare  in 
one  Petition  from  Belfast,  presented  by  the 
nobl^  lord,  and  he  was  conrinced  if  that 
was  looked  into,  that  the  signatures  would 
be  found  to  be  more  connected  with  the 
coimmercial  than  the  landed  interests.  It 
had  also  been  said,  that  there  »rere  op- 
pressive landlords — he  did  not  doubt  but 
there  might  be  persons  of  this  description, 
but  he  could  not  think  this  a  sufficient 
reason  for  forcing  the  currency  of  a  coun- 
try out  of  its  natural  state.  There  would 
be  many  inconveniencies  in  applying  the 
measure  to  Ireland,  as  the  circumstances 
of  that  country  were;rery  different  firom 
tbis.  English  gentlemen  were  not  aware 
of  the  great  difference  that  existed.  In 
England,  for  instance,  there  were  few 
perpetual  leases,  but  in  Ireland  there  were 
a  great  many.  Numbers  of  gentlemeo 
found  their  lands  let  for  900  or  099  years, 
and  to  compel  them  who  had  so  little  re* 
yenue  out  or  their  property,  to  receive  it  in 
depreciated  paper,  would  be  to  subject  them 
to  great  loss,  and  indeed  to  leave  them 
scarcely  any  thing.  Upon  this  class  of  pri- 
vate gentlemen,  therefore,  the  hardship 
would  be  very  great :  fotr  their  situation  did 
not  at  all  resemble  Uiat  of  landlords  in  this 
country,  whose  leases  were  only  for  a  few 
years,  and  who  at  every  new  bargain  had 
a-  remedy  in  their  own  hands.  The  mat- 
ter, as  it  affected  Ireland,  would  be  found, 
when  they  came  to  the  committee,  to  be 
most  complex  and  difficult,  and  the  injus- 
tice to  certain  individuals  greater  than  per- 
sons in  this  country  could  have  any  notion. 
He  would  give  his  negative  to  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  because  he  opposed  It 
in  principle,  and  this  was  the  proper  stage 
for  that  opposition.  It  was  said  to  be  po- 
pular, whether  truly  or  not,  he  could  not 
say.  If  popular  here,  however,  he  might 
assert,  it  would  not  be  popular  in  Ireland ; 
and  he  was  convincea  its  popularity  in 
this  country  arose  from  its  nature  and  ten- 
dency not  Doing  understood.  In  his  opi- 
nion, it  was  a  most  pernicious  measure, 
and  he  would  reserve  to  himself  the  right 
of  contending  against  it  hereafter,  when  it 
was  subjected  to  more  mature  discussion, 

Mr.  Marryoit  thought  that  the  measure 
would  be  a  great  oppression  to  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland.-"  lie  bad  heard  from  hon. 
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gentlemen  it  was  not  making  Bank-nolei 
legal  tenders.  He  would  contend  that  it 
had  the  effect,  that  of  carryine  out  of  the 
country  all  its  coin.  The  bank  had  told 
them  that  a  dollar  was  worth  5$.  6d.  No 
man  was  more  aware  of  the  nse  of  paper 
credit  than  he  was,  but  he  wished  it  to  be 
80  restricted  as  to  have  a  full  security. 

The  House  divided.    Ayes  61  ;    Noes 
Id.    Majority  45. 


List 

BabioEtoD,  T. 
Busk,  W. 
Colboaro,  B. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Folkestone,  Lord 
Giles,  D. 
Johnstone,  G. 
Langtbn,  G. 
Marr^att,  J. 
MartiQ,  N. 


qftke  Minority, 

Moore,  P. 
Newport,  Sir  J. 
PoDsonby.G. 
Romilly,  Sir  8. 
Westerne,  C.  €• 
Whitbread,  S. 

TELLiaS. 

Morris,  E. 
Smith,  W. 


Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  April. 
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Pxtition  from  Blackburn  rbspbct* 
iKo  TBS  Orders  in  Council.]  A  Peti- 
tion of  several  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Blackburn,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Lan- 
caster, was  presented  and  read;  setting 
forth, 

«<  That  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  ad« 
dress  the  House  in  consequence  of  a  Peti- 
tion having  been  transmitted  to  the  House 
from  several  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 
and  neighbourhood,  particularizing  many 
grievances  which  those  Petitioners  are 
stated  to  labour  under,  and  praying  for  a 
revocation  of  the  Orders  of  Council,  that 
the  advantages  of  the  East  India  trade  shall 
be  enjoyed  without  exclusion  or  limita- 
tion, and  especially  that  measures  towards 
the  paciGcation  of  Europe  may  become 
the  subject  of  Uie  immediate  deliberation 
of  the  House;  and  that,  fooling  for  the 
credit  of  the  town  of  Blackbirn,  and  dis- 
approving of  many  of  the  fentinients  con- 
veyed by  tha  said  Pbtitien,  they  shoald 
consider  themselrea  wanting  in  duty  to 
the  House,  and  also  personally  to  them- 
selves, were  they  not  to  state  to  the  House, 
that  the  Petition  to  which  they  allude  is 
not  sanctioned  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  at  large,  that  it  originated  with  in- 
dividuals, by  whom  it  was  -privately  pre- 
pared, that  the  signatures  to  it  have  been 
industriously  obtained  by  lodging  the  Pe- 
tition in  diderent  parts  of  the  town,  where 
persons  have  been  employed  to  procnrcr 
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them;  and  that  mftny  of  the  peradhs  lob- 
scribing  the  Petition  haTo  been  hfidoced 
by  a  representation  that  it  would  lead  to 
a  termination  of  the  war,  and  withoat  any 
consideration  whether  peace  was  attain* 
able,  except  on  terms  which  woold  pro* 
bably  produce  our  own  sobjagation ;  and 
that,  though  the  Petitioners  are  anzioos 
for,  and  deeply  interested  in,  the  reriTal 
of  commerce,  which  by  many  is  thoaght 
to  have  been  greatly  checked  by  the  Or- 
ders in  Coancii,  yet,  as  they  cannot  fully 
see  bow  far  these  Orders  may  bear  upon 
and  thwart  the  political  views  of  our  tm* 
placable  and  insidious  enemy,  they  pre* 
sume  not  to  express  a  wish  that  the  OrdOTS 
should  be  rescinded,  but  trust  that  the 
united  wisdom  of  the  House  will  adopt 
such  measures  as  may  ultimately  tend  to 
the  national  prosperity ;  and  that,  though 
the  Petitioners  concei?e  that  an  open  and 
unrestricted  trade  gi?es  rise  to  a  liberal 
competition,  a  generous  emulation,  and  an 
increasing  activity  and  exertion,  yet  they 
think  it  indecorous  to  dictate  what  ought 
to  be  done,  in  full  confidence  that  the 
House  will  comply  with  the  general  wish 
respecting  the  East  India  Company's  char* 
ter,  and  consult  the  general  weUiire ;  and 
tbs^  they  hunent,  in  common  with  the 
Petitioners  before*mentioned,  Uie  horrors 
and  calamities  occasioned  by  war,  and 
would  be  grateful  for  a  re-establithment  of 
public  tranquillity ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
they  hate  the  firmest  reliance  that  no  op* 
portonity  will  be  lost,  or  endearours  want- 
ing, to  coltirate  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
the  united  states  of  America,  and  to  pro- 
core  a  general  peace,  upon  terms  of  ho* 
nour  to  the  crown,  being  fully  couTinced 
that  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Prince 
Regent  to  relieve  his  Majesty's  subjects 
from  the  burthens  of  an  expensive  war,  to 
extend  commerce,  and  to  augment  the 
prosperity  andhappiness  of  the  kingdom/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Uble. 

Petition    FaoM   the    Ship   Buildees 

OP    LoHnON     EESPBCTINO    THE    EaST     Jn- 

DiA  CoMPAinr.]  Mr.  Marryatt  presented 
a  Petition  from  several  ship-buildersinthe 
port  of  London,  setting  forth, 

**  That  an  attempt  having  been  made, 
in  the  year  1195,  to  legalize  Indian  built 
sbipsb  the  jealousy  and  fears  of  the  various 
classes  dependant  on  ship-building  iu  that 
port  were  so  much  excited  and  alarmed, 
that  they  petitioned  the  legislature  against 
tile  Bill  which  had  been  brought  into  par- 
liament for  that  porpoK;  m  thai  the 


Petitiontrs  were  at  that  time  informed  th« 
measure  was  t0  be  limited  and  temporary, 
and  accordingly  an  Act,  the  35  Geo.  3,  e* 
115,  was  glassed,  authoriaing,  during  the 
last  war,  and  for  eighteen  months  afUr  its 
conclusion,  ships  not  British  built,  arriving 
from  the  iiast  Iiidies  on  account  of  the 
East  India  Compi^y,  to  enter  inwards  and 
outwards  if  such  ships  were  actually  built 
within  the  Company  s  territories ;  and  thai 
similar  attempts  having  been  subseQiientijf 
made,  some  of  the  Petitioners  ap^ied.  In 
1707,  to  his  Majesty's  then  government  oA 
the  subject,  when  they  received  the  moil 
positive  assuranoes  that  the  regular  and 
China  trade  of  the  East  India  Company 
should  be  confined  to  Britkh  built  ships  i 
and  that  under  this  persuasion,  and  con- 
vinced of  the  sincerity  of  the  assuranoes  io 
given  to  them,tbe  Petitioners  were  enabled 
to  quiet  the  alarms  of  the  bdustrious  per* 
sons  before*mentiotted«  who  had  at  thai 
time  formed  meetings,  and  had  entered 
into  resolutions  expressive  of  their  feart 
and  dissatisfaction  of  the  measure;  iiideed» 
the  impression  which  it  appeared  to  hava 
made  on  their  minds  was  such  as  if  their 
existence  depended  on  its  total  relinauish* 
ment  and  suppreision ;  but  on  a  pied|e 
being  given  to  them  by  the  ^titioiiers,  la 
conformitjT  with  the  explanation  they  had 
received  from  his  Majesty's  then  ffovemf 
ment,  that  the  measure  was  partial  and 
temporary,  and  that  the  Company's  regu* 
lar  trade  woold  be  continued  in  British 
built  ships,  these  artificers  and  othera 
were  pacified  and  prevailed  on  to  return 
to  their  respective  employments ;  and 
that,  in  perfect  confidence  and  reliance  on 
the  solemn  assurances  so  given  to  the  Pe* 
titioners,  they  did  not  entertain  any  appre- 
hension that  further  encouragement  or  ex- 
tension woold  be  given  to  the  ennployment 
of  Indian  built  diips  by  the  East  India 
C<mipany  beyond  tne  partial  and  limited 
admission  of  them  under  the  statute  be* 
fore-mentioned  in  their  irregular  trade* 
which  is  the  first  instance  of  the  legisln* 
turn  recognising,  as  tha  Petitioners  be^ 
lieve,  of  Indian  built  ships ;  they  there* 
fore  observed,  with  astonishment  and  dis* 
may,  the  recent  extension  of  India  built 
ships  in  the  Company's  general  service  | 
ana  that  tiie  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  sute,. 
that  they  understand  the  Eut  India  Com* 
pany  have  formed  i^  systematic  plan  of 
building  and  equipping  ships  in  the  East 
Indies  for  their  regular  trade,  and  that, 
under  some  specious  pretext  or  other,  they 
havo  alroady  taktn   op  several  Indian 
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built  ships  for  that  service,  besidei  giving 
eDcouragemeat  for  the  building  there  of 
ships  of  leaser  tonnage  for  sale  in  Great 
Britain  ;  and  the  Petitioners  have  reason 
to  believe,  that  in  furtherance  of  this  sys* 
tern,  many  sets  of  workmen,  particularly 
rope-makers,  taking  with  them  the  machi- 
nery now  used  in  that  manufacture,  have 
quitted  this  country  for  India,  where,  in  a 
few  years,  they  will  disseminate  the  know- 
ledge they  possess,  to  the  manifest  injury 
of  the  trade  of  this  country ;  and  that  the 
fears  ofthe  Petitioners  were  increased  from 
having  found,  in  the  course  of  1 809,  that, 
by  a  clause  introduced  into  an  act  of  par- 
liament, embracing  other  objects,  which 
was  passed  in  1802,  namely,  42  Geo.  3,  c. 
20,  sec.  6,  the  admission  of  Indian  built 
•hips  to  entry  in  Great  Britain,  as  before 
stated,  has  been  extended,  to  continue  in 
force  during  the  Company's  monopoly ; 
imd  that  it  is  under  this  Act  the  directors 
have  taken  up  the  Indian  built  ships  be- 
fore-mentioned for  their  regular  trade,  not- 
withstanding the  reasons  alleged  by  them 
in  their  third  report  of  the  25th  of  March 
1802  on  the  private  trade,  ofthe  impolicy 
of  employing  ships  of  that  description, 
aiid  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  refer  to  the  serious  facts  therein 
stated  in  favour  of  the  employment  of 
British  built  ships  in  the  Company's  ser- 
Tice ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  were  not 
mware  of  any  intention  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act,  first  before-mentioned, 
otherwise  they  would  have  appealed  to  the 
legislature,  on  the  latter  occasion,  for  that 
protection  which  they  now  most  humbly 
•olicit  of  the  Hoose ;  and  that,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  Petitioners,  with  the 
greatest  deference  and  respect,  venture  to 
mppeal  to  the  House,  as  the  crisis  appears 
to  them  to  have  arrived  when  it  is  to  be 
considered,  whether  the  extensive  esta- 
blishments which  hare  been  formed  within 
the  port  of  London  for  ship-building, 
mast-making,  rope-making,  saiUmaking, 
and  the  various  and  numerous  branches  of 
trade  and  manu&cture  connected  with 
them,  in  which  are  employed  so  many 
thousand  individuals  ofthe  most  estimable 
classes  in  a  maritime  country,  are  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the  interests  of  the  settlers  in 
India,  and  to  a  mistaken  notion  of  economy 
which  will  ultimately  prove  as  prejudicial 
to  the  Company  as  ruinous  to  the  state ; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  humbly  presume 
it  will  be  admitted  that  these  establish- 
ments are  not  the  production  of  a  few 
years,  but  that  they  have  gradually  risen 
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with  the  trade  and  naval  power  of  the 
country ;  and  that  on  them,  in  a  great 
measure,  must  depend  their  continuance, 
as  the  private  yards,  especially  those  in 
the  port  of  London,  are  the  great  nurseries 
for  the  King's  yards,  yielding  on  the  com- 
mencement, and  aflPording  in  the  progress 
of  a  war,  a  continual  supply  of  able- 
bodied  men  for  the  public  service,  and,  on 
the  return  of  peace,  an  asylum  for  them 
when  discharged  from  it ;  and  that  the 
Petitioners  refrain  fr,om  further  observa- 
tion on  the  impolicy  ofthe  introduction  of 
Indian  built  ships  into  the  Company's  re- 
gular service,  and  into  the  general  trade  of 
the  country,  and  of  having  extensive  ma- 
rine establishments  in  the  East,  which 
must  inevitably  conduce  to  that  species  of 
colonization  which  has  already  proved  so 
disastrous  to  Great  Britain,  it  being  evi- 
dent, that  the  building  equipment  and  em- 
ployment of  such  ships  will  reverse  the 
natural  order  ofthe  Indian  trade,  estrange 
the  affections  ofthe  persons  engaged  in  it 
from  the  mother  country,  make  India  the 
commencement  and  termination  of  their 
voyages,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a  sys- 
tem which  will  render  more  equivocal  and 
precarious  the  continuance  of  British  in- 
fluence  and  British  power  in  that  quarter 
of  the  globe ;  and  that  the  Petitioners 
humbly  hope  that  the  legislature  will,  in 
future,  confine,  by  statute,  the  regular  and 
China  trade  of  the  East  India  Company 
to  British  built  shipping,  and  that  the  per- 
mission granted  to  the  East  India  Company 
by  42  Geo.  3,  c.  20,  sec.  6,  may  not  be 
renewed  or  continued  after  the  expiration 
of  the  period  limited  by  that  Act.^^ 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Petitioks  from  Paislby,  Glasgow, 
klrkaldt,  and  kllmarnock,  against  the 
Renewal  of  tbb  East  India  Compa- 
ny's Charter.]  A  Petition  of  the  ma- 
gistrates and  common  council  ofthe  town 
of  Paisley,  in  council  assembled,  was  pre- 
sented and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  charter  of  the  united  com« 
pany  of  merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  East  Indies  being  soon  to  expire,  the 
Petitioners  presume  to  express  their  senti- 
ments on  a  subject  peculiarly  interesting 
to  th.U  populous  and  manufacturing  dis- 
trict of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  tne  na- 
tion in  general :  and  that  they,  in  com* 
mon  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow  subjects, 
conceive  that  they  have  a  right  to  a  fres 
trade  with  all  pans  of  the  British  empire, 
and  other  couotries  in  amity  with  tba 
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united  kingdom  ;  and  they  are  hambly  of 
opinion  that  the  great  object  of  all  legisla- 
tive regulation  in  the  commercial  concerns 
of  the  country  is  the  protection  of  this 
equal  right  in  the  subject,  and  the  further 
extension  of  a  just  and  leffitimate  com« 
merce,  and  that  therefore  all  monopolies, 
v^hich  exclude  the  general  body  of  the 
people  from  this  commerce,  are  a  yiola* 
tion  of  their  natural  rights  and  privileges  J 
and,  that,  of  the  injurious  cons€t]uence8  at* 
tending  all  attempts  at  an  exclusive  traffic, 
the  Petitioners  have  good  reason  for  con- 
cluding the  present  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  Company  affords  renewed  evidence, 
it  being  not  only  prejudicial  to  the  general 
interest  of  the  country,  but  also,  if  they 
are  rightly  informed,  unprofitable  to  the 
Company  itself,  whose  capital,  there  is 
strong  reason  for  believing,  is  by  no  means 
adequate  to  so  extended  a  trade ;  and  that, 
in  the  present  depressed  state  of  the  ma- 
nufactures and  commerce  of  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom,  every  measure  of  as- 
sistance that  the  House  can  afford,  ought 
to  be  exerted,  and  the  Petitioners  look  up 
vr'iitk  confidence,  and  indulge  the  most 
anxious  hope,  that  partial  considerations 
will  not  be  permitted  to  sacrifice  and  set 
aside  their  most  serious  and  important  in- 
terests ;  and  that,  from  these  and  various 
other  considerations,  the  Petitioners  do 
humbly  and  earnestly  pray,  that  the  House 
will  adopt  measures  tor  the  total  abolition 
of  the  commercial  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  Company  at  the  expiration  of  their 
present  Charter,  or  at  least  that  such  mo- 
nopoly may  not  be  permitted  to  deprive 
British  subjects  of  those  privileges  allowed 
to  neutral  nations ;  and  that  the  charter, 
if  renewed,  may  be  made  subject  to  such 
modifications  and  conditions  as  may  be 
best  calculated  for  promoting  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  the  united 
kingdom/^ 

A  Petition  of  the  bailies  and  trustees  of 
the  united  towns  of  Port  Glasgow  and 
Newark,  wa#  also  presented  and  read  ; 
setting  forth, 

-  *'  That  under  the  present  pressure  upon 
the  trade  of  this  kingdom  by  its  inveterate 
enemy,  the  Petitioners  do  conceive  that 
every  possible  relief  should  be  given  to 
the  mercantile  and  manufacturing  con- 
cerns upon  which  depend,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, the  finances  of  the  country  ;  and  that 
a  free  trade  with  the  British  possessions  in 
India,  and  with  the  other  territories  east 
oi'  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  west  of 


Cape  Horn,  offers  a  very  considerable  sub* 
stitute  for  what  the  enemy  has  shut  up 
from  this  kingdom  in  Europe ;  and  that 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  other 
countries  in  amity  with  his  Majesty,  have 
long  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  trading  to 
our  India  possessions,  from  which  our  feU 
low  subjects  have  been  excluded  ;  and 
that  whatever  political  or  other  reasons 
may  have  heretofore  existed  for  such  an 
exclusion,  the  Petitioners  presume  that  the 
present  period  of  distress  calls  loudly  for  an 
effectual  removal  of  that  exclusion  upon 
the  termination  of  the  present  charter  of 
the  East  India  Company ;  and  praying 
the  House  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may- 
give  relief  in  this  respect  to  the  subjects  of 
this  realm/' 

A  Petition  of  the  trades  house  of  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  was  also  presented  and 
read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  from  the  present  depressed  state 
of  the  commerce  and  manufoctures  of  thit 
country,  arising  from  the  very  limited 
channels  for  exportation,  owinff  to  the 
continental  restrictions  lately  laid  thereon, 
the  Petitioners  have  observed  with  deep 
regret  the  shock  which  the  trading  and' 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  united  em-^ 
pire  has  thus  sustained,  and  the  conse- 
quent state  of  distress  and  poverty  which 
many  thousands  of  their  constituents  em- 
ployed in  the  manufactures  of  that  city 
ancf  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  the  ma- 
nufacturers and  artizans  throughout  the 
kingdom,  have  been  reduced  to  without 
any  immediate  prospect  of  being  soon  re- 
stored to  their  former  situation  ;  and  that, 
impressed  with  these  feelings,  and  being 
convinced  of  the  baneful  effects  resulting 
from  whatever  tends  to  cramp  the  mer- 
cantile and  trading  interests  of  this  kingw" 
dom,  the  Petitioners  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting,  and  earnestly  recommending 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  House, 
the  policy  of  discontinuing  the  privilege  or 
monopoly  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  East 
India  Company,  of  trading  to  all  those 
countries  comprehended  between  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  straits  of  Ma« 
gellan  exclusively,  to  the  prejudice  of  all 
the  other  subjects  of  the  empire ;  and 
that,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  and  indeed  the  subject! 
of  every  other  government  in  amity  with 
this  country,  enjoy  free  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  British  possessions  in  India» 
the  Petitioners  consider  it  a  hardship,  bor* 
dering  on  injustice,  that  the  aubjectt  of 
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this  kiogddm  fhoukl  be  bordened,  to  a 
certain  degree*  with  the  ezpence  of  the 
naval  and  military  eitablishments  for  de- 
fending those  possessions,  while  they  are 
disprived  of  that  free  commercial  inter- 
course  which  is  enjoyed  by  forei^ers ; 
and  that  if»  therefore,  a  free  trade  with  the 
large  proportion  of  the  population  of  the 
glfi^,  comprehended  under  the  eicclusive 
grant  to  the  East  India  Company,  were  to 
be  afiforded  to  the  mercantile  taJent  and 
capital  of  this  empire,  the  Petitioners  are 
hopeful  that  a  channel  would  thereby  be 
opened  up,  which  would  not  only  bafBe 
the  attempts  of  our  insidious  and  tuTete- 
rate  enemy,  but  gi?e  asefol  and  profitable 
employment  to  mercantile  capital  in  ge- 
neral, and  thereby  in  a  great  degree  give 
relief  to  the  labouring  and  at  present  dis* 
tressed  state  of  the  manufiictarers  and  ar- 
tisans of  this  kingdom ;  and  praying  the 
House  to  adopt  such  measores  as  may  ren- 
der it  lawfal  for  any  of  hia  majesty's  sub- 
jects, from  and  after  the  expiry  of  the 
East  India  Company's  present  Charter,  to 
carry  on,  from  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  a  free  and  eqoal  trade 
with  the  countries  between  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan." 

A  Petition  of  the  provost  magistrates 
and  town  council  of  the  royal  borgh  of 
Kirkaldy,  in  council  aasembied,  was  also 
presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  as  the  Charter  under  which  the 
East  India  Company  enjoy  an  exclusive 
trade  to  the  countries  lying  to  the  Esst  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the  West 
of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  will  expire  at 
no  distant  period,  the  Petitioners  are  desi- 
"^  rous  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  that  subject;  they  feel  themselves 
particularly  called  on  to  do  this  at  the 
present  time,  when  their  manufacturing 
and  shipping  interests,  as  well  as  these  of 
their  fellow  subjects,  are  suffering  the  se- 
verest pressure  from  the  Continental  res- 
trictioni  imposed  by  the  enemy,  and  other 
causes  necessarily  connected  therewith: 
and  that  at  this  enlightened  period  the 
^tittoners  conceive,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  them  to  state  at  any  length  the  injun- 
Oos  effects  and  general  inexpediency  of 
commercial  monopolies,  or  the  advantages 
diat  would  result  to  th^  trading  and  ma- 
Bofactoring  interests  of  this  kingdom, 
were  the  extensive  and  populous  countries 
lAwve-mentioned  laid  open  to  the  industry 
and  mercantile  enterprise  of  all  the  sub* 
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jectsof  this  empire;  and  they  beg  leave 
shortly  to  express  it  as  their  opinion, 
formed  on  deliberate  consideration,  that 
no  monopoly  whatever  should  be  grant- 
ed or  coQtiniied  which  may  have  the  effect 
of  precluding  the  mercnanta  and  ship- 
owners of  this  kingdom,  in  ^^ary  port 
thereof,  from  enjoying  all  the  benefits  of  a 
free  trade  with  every  country  to  which 
the  BritishFlag  is  admitted,subject always 
to  such  regulations  as  the  government  and 
legislature  may  deem  just  and  expedient 
for  national  purposes;  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners hope  for  further  indulgence  while 
they  suggest  two  considerations  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  which  appear  to  them  to 
have  strong  claims  to  attention:  first,  that 
to  many  of  the  countries  comprehended 
under  their  exclusive  charter,  the  ISaai  In- 
dia Company  have  never  traded,  and  to 
which  their  limited  capital  will  never  per« 
mit  them  to  extend  their  connections  in 
trade ;  it  seems  therefore  difficult,  if  not 
altogether  impossible,  to  assign  any  good 
reason  why  other  persons  and  other  capi- 
tal belonging  to  the  same  country  should 
not  be  allowed  at  any  rate  to  do  that  for 
which  the  present  monopolists  are  inade* 
quate;  second,  the  subjects  of  States  in 
amity  with  his  Majesty,  and  particularly, 
those  of  the  UnitCMl  States  of  America, 
have  for  a  number  of  years  past  enjoyed 
the  freedom  of  trade  with  the  countries 
alluded  tOg  while  the  adb^i^cts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  have  been  excluded  from 
that  privilege,  or  at  least  the  pivilege  to 
which  the  private  trade  is  admitted,  is  fet« 
tered  with  tfuch  restrictions  as  to  render  it 
in  a  great  measure  nugatory ;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  are  totally  unable  to  recon- 
cile this  arrangement  with  any  principle 
of  justice  or  good  policy,  and  they  cannot 
for  a  moment  doubt  the  readiness  of  the 
legislature  to  remove  so  just  a  jppround  of 
complaint,  while  the  removal  of  it  would 
tend  to  greatly  promote  the  commercial 
and  political  interests  of  the  kingdom;  and 
praying  the  House  to  take  this  subject 
into  serious  consideration,  and  to  adopt 
such  measures  in  respect  thereof  as  shall 
most  efiecto'ally  serve  to  open  new  mar- 
kets for  the  decaying  manufactures  and 
commerce  of  the  nation*'' 

A  Potion  of  the  magistrates  and  coun- 
cil of  the  town  of  Kilmarnock,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Ayr«  was  also  presented  and  read, 
setting  forth, 

<' That  the  inhabitants  of  Kilmarnock, 
in  common  with  those  of  other  manufoc* 
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taring  towns,  ha?e  for  some  tine  past  ex- 
perienced much  inconvenience,  and  been 
subjected  to  manr  and  severe  privattensy 
from  the  stagnation  of  trade;  and  that, 
considering  tnis  stagnation  to  arise  in  a 
great  degree  from  the  unprecedented  mea- 
sures resorted  to  by  the  government  of 
France,  for  excluding  our  commerce  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  believing  the 
war  in  which  the  country  is  engaged  to 
have  been  forced  upon  it,  and  that  the 
government  of  the  United  Kingdom  has 
no  alternative  but  to  persevere,  and  bring 
it  to  an. honourable  conclusion,  the  Peti- 
tioners have  hitherto  submitted,  and  will 
coDtinue  cheerfully  to  submit,,  to  those 
privations;  and  that,  whilst  this  is  their 
determination,  and  whilst  they  observe 
that  France  is  about  to  extend  her  anti- 
commercial  regulations,  the  Petitioners  can- 
not but  consider  it  as  a  most  fortunate  oc- 
currence that  the  existing  charter  of  the 
East  India  Company  is  about  to  expire, 
because  the  legislature  will  thereby  be 
enabled  to  open  up  the  trade  to  India,  and 
thus  a  ready  channel  will  be  found  into 
which  Ae  capital  and  enterprice  of  the 
British  merchant  in  general  may  be  turn- 
ed with  advantage,  it  is  humbly  conceived 
to  the  kingdom  at  large ;  and  that  the 
adoption  of  such  a  measure  will  aflbrd 
great  relief  to  the  manufacturing  interest, 
and  counteract  so  far  the  designs  of  the 
enemy,  now  peculiarly  levelli^  against 
our  trade ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  feel  it 
would  be  improperfy  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House,  were  they  to  enter  into  any 
lengthened  detail  on  the  subject,  the  more 
especially  as  the  matter  is  very  fully  and 
ably  discussed  in  several  applications  firom 
the  first  commercial  bodies,  now  lying  on' 
the  table;  and  praying  the  House  to  take 
the  subject  into  serious  consideration,  and 
either  to  open  up  the  trade  to  India  and 
China  generally,  by  refusing  to  continue 
the  commercial  monopoly  of  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  or  to  do  so  to  such  extent 
at  least  as  may  afford  some  vent  for  a  free 
trade,  which  will  have  a  most  beneficial 
efiect,  the  Petitibners  are  convinced,  on 
the  commercial  concerns  of  the  nation/' 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

PETmON   FROM  MaTO   RE5PFCTING  THE 

Roman  CATHOLrcs  op  Ireland.]  Colonel 
lyUhn  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Mayo,  praying 
the  extension  of  a  constitutional  privilege 
to  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects. 


Amil,  1812.  [BSt 

He  stated  the  Petition  to  have  been  resolv* 
ed  upon  unanimously,  by  one  of  tb^ 
largest  county  meetings  he  ever  remeaa^ 
bered  to  have  taken  place  in  that  coonUr* 
This  was  no  inadequate  criterion  of  tn« 
general  sense  of  that  county  in  fttvoor  of 
the  Catholic  claims,  the  nreeholden  of 
which  exceed  eleven  thouoand.  He  stated 
also  that  the  Sheriff  who  presided  at  thia 
meeting  had  signed  the  Petition.  Tha 
Petition  was  then  read,  setting  forth, 

«<Thaft,atthetimeofbispresentMaje8ty'e 
acession  to  the  throne  of  these  realms,  tbm 
laws  in  force  against  his  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  of  Ireland  depii^ed  them  of  most 
of  the  rights  of  Irishmeii,  and  of  several  of 
the  common  rights  of  mankind ;  that,  by 
the  acts  of  177V  of  the  Irish  Parliament, 
recommended  by  his  Majesty,  Roman 
Catholics  were  empowered  to  vest  the 
fruits  of  their  industry  in  landed  property, 
from  which  auspicious  period  the  Petition* 
ers  observe  the  improvement  of  that  coon* 
try,  in  its  agriculture,  in  its  commerce, 
and  in  all  the  enjoyments  and  improve* 
menta  of  social  life :  immediately  after 
this  repeal  followed  a  war  between  £ng* 
land  and  France,  when,  the  whole  army 
being  withdrawn  from  Ireland,  its  defence 
was  neceMurily  intrusted  to  its  own  people, 
of  which  his  Majesty^s  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  form  so  considerable  a  proportion ; 
they,  in  common  with  their  fellow  subjects 
of  every  other  persuasion,  stood  forward  a 
yoltmleer  army  for  its  defence,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  a  French  navy,  and  a 
power  of  invading  their  country,  and  did 
by  so  standing  forward,  as  ia  known,  pre* 
vent  an  invuion  of  Ireland ;  some  yearn 
after,  in  the  d2d  and  S9d  years  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  reign,  by  Uie  special  recommend^ 
ation  of  his  Majesty  to  his  parliament  of 
Ireland,  a  further  relaxation  of  those  re« 
strictive  laws  against  Roman  Catholics 
took  place ;  they  were  admitted  by  the 
legislature  to  vote  at  elections  for  memf^ 
bers  of  parliament,  and  thereby  to  derive 
political  power  and  consequence  from 
that  land  which  the  former  lioerality  and 
good  sense  of  the  legislature  had  allowed 
them  to  acquire ;  they  were  allowed  tc 
hold  most  of  the  employments  of  the  law 
and  the  revenue ;  they  were  allowed  tc 
hold  commissions  in  the  army  and  navy  ; 
most  situations  of  honour  and  emolument 
were  opened  to  them ;  from  which  period 
the  Petitioners  have  seen  talents  added  to 
the  war,  and  strength  and  efficiency  to 
the  army ;  they  have  seen  the  triumpn  ef 
British  armies  officered  by  Reman  Catho4 
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lies;  they  have  seen  the  triumphs  of  the 
British  navy  increased:  and  they  haVe, 
seen  as  conscientious  a  discharge  of  all 
public  duties  performed  by  Roman  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland,  in  all  situations,  as  by  any 
other  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects: 
those  restrictive  laws  are  to  the  present 
race  of  Protestants  matter  of  history  only, 
none  of  them  having  been  enacted  during 
bis  present  Majesty's  reign,  or  by  any  Pro- 
testant now  alive ;  with  the  progressive  re- 
peal of  those  laws  they  have  seen  the  ener- 
gies of  this  empire  raised  to  a  pitch  of  glory 
unequalled  in  the  page  of  history;  from 
this  experience  they  see  with  concern  any 
remains  of  those  laws  making  distinction 
between  the  Roman  Catholics  and  Protes- 
tants  of  Ireland ;  and  they  humbly  pray  that 
the  House  will  take  into  their  considera- 
tion the  wish  and  prayer  of  all  classes  and 
religious  descriptions  of  that  country,  that 
a  total  repeal  of  every  test,  oath,  declara- 
tion, or  provision,  which  has  the  effect 
of  subjecting  Roman  Catholics  to  any  dis- 
ability whatever  on  account  of  religious 
persuasion,  may  be  repealed,  and  that  the 
genius  talent  and  energy  of  the  whole 
of  this  empire  be  called  forward  for  its 
safety  in  these  times  of  unexampled  diffi* 
colty ;  and  that,  in  arranging  this  great 
and  salutarv  measure,  the  Petitioners 
leave  it  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  to 
connect  with  this  final  settlement  and  con- 
clusion of  restrictive  laws  such  adequate 
provisions  for  the  maintenance  of  the  civil 
and  religious  establishments  of  that  part 
of  the  empire  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, convinced  a^  they  are  that  such  may 
be  done  with  the  strictest  adherence  to 
the  tenets  and  discipline  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion ;  and  that,  on  this  basis 
of  mutual  satisfaction  and  security^  it  is 
the  earnest  prayer  and  advice  of  the 
freeholders  6i  the  county  of  Mayo,  that 
all  the  rights  of  the  civil  constitution  of 
this  country  be  extended  to  bis  majesty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  of  Ireland/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Pbtitioh  from  thb  East  India  Com- 
fant  for  lbave  to  present  a  petition 
FOE  THB  Renewal  of  their  Charter.] 
Mr.  Mills  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
united  company  of  merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  East  Indies,  setting  forth, 

**  That,  by  an  act  of  parliament  made 
and  passed  in  the  33d  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  *  An 
Act  for  continuing  in  the  East  India  Com- 
pany for  a  farther  term  the  possession  of 


the  British  territories  in  India^  together 
with  their  exclusive  trade,  under  certain 
limitations,  for  establishing  further  regu* 
lations  for  the  government  of  the  said  ter- 
ritories, and  the  better  administration  of 
justice  within  the  same,  for  appropriating 
to  certain  uses  the  revenues  and  profits 
of  the  said  Company,  and  for  making  pro- 
vision for  the  good  order  and  Kovernment 
of  the  towns  of  Calcutta,  madras^  and 
Bombay ;  reciting,  that  it  was  expedient 
that  the  exclusive  trade  of  the  Petitioners, 
within  the  limits  of  their  charter,  which, 
by  an  act  made  in  the  2l8t  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reign,  for  establishing  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Petitioners,  and  other  pur- 
poses, was  continued  to  them  for  a  term 
therebv  limited,  should  be  further  conti- 
nued  to  them  and  their  successors,  under 
certain  limitations  and  restrictions,  for  a 
term  of  20  years,  to  be  computed  from  the 
Istday  of  March  1794,  liable  to  be  dis* 
continued  at  or  afler  the  end  of  such  pe- 
riod, upon  three  years  notice  previously 
given  by  parliament  for  that  purpose ; 
and  that  during  the  said  further  term  all 
the  territorial  acquisitions  obtained  in  the 
East  Indies,  which,  by  an  Act  made  in 
the  7th  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  for 
establishing  an  agreement  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  annual  sum,  for  a  limit- 
ed time,  by  the  Petitioners,  in  respect  of 
the  said  acquisitions  and  the  revenues 
thereof,  and  by  subsequent  acts,  were 
continued  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
Company,  together  with  the  territorial 
acquisitions  then  lately  obtained  there, 
with  the  revenues  of  the  same  respective- 
ly, should  remain  in  the  possession  of  ths 
Petitioners,  without  prejudice  to  the  claims 
of  the  public  or  of  the  Petitioners,  sub- 
ject to  such  powers  and  anthorities  for 
the  superintendence,  direction,  and  con- 
troul  over  all  acts,  operationsj  and  con- 
cerns which  related  to  the  civil  or  mili- 
tary government  or  revenues  of  the  said 
territories,  as  had  been  then  already  made 
or  provided,  by  any  act  or  acts  of  par- 
liament in  that  behalf,  and  to  such  fur- 
ther powers,  and  under  and  subject  to 
such  other  rules,  regulations,  and  restric- 
tions relating  to  or  concaming  the  said 
Civil  Government,  and  the  appropriation 
of  the  said  revenues,  as  should  be  then 
made  and  provided  by  the  authority  of 
parliament;  it  was  thereby  enacted  that 
the  said  territorial  acquisitions  in  the  said 
former  acts  mentioned,  together*  with  the 
territorial  acquisitions  then  lately  obtain- 
ed in  Uie  East  Indies,  with  the  revenues 
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thereof  respectively^  should  remain  and 
continue  in  the  possession  of  the  Peti- 
tioners for  and  during  the  further  term  by 
that  Act  granted  to  them  in  the  said  ex- 
clusive trade;  subject  nevertheless  to  the 
several  regulations  and  provisions  in  that 
Act  contained  ;  and  by  the  said  Act  his 
Majesty  was  empowered  to  nominate,  con- 
stitute, and  appoint,  during  bis  pleasure, 
•nch  members  of  the  privy  council,  of 
whom  the  two  principal  secretaries  of 
state  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
for  the  time  being  should  always  be 
three,  and  such  other  two  persons  as  his 
Majesty  should  think  fit  to  be,  and  who 
shoald  accordingly  be  and  be8tiled,Coin- 
missioners  for  the  Aflairs  of  India;  and 
the  said  board  of  commissioners  were  by 
the  said  Act  invested  with  such  full  power 
and  authority,  to  superintend,  direct,  and 
controal,  all  acts,  operations,  and  con- 
cerns, which  in  any  wsiys  should  relate 
to  or  concern  the  civil  or  military  f;o- 
vemment  or  revenues  of  the  said  territo- 
ries and  acquisitions  in  the  East  Indies ; 
subject  nevertheless  to  such  directivis, 
rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  and  to 
such  appropriations  of  the  said  revenues 
as  were  by  that  Act  made,  provided,  and 
established ;  and  it  was  further  enacted, 
that  the  Petitioners  and  their  successors 
riioold  have,  use,  and  enjoy,  and  should 
continue  to  have,  use,  and  enjoy,  the 
whole  sole  and  exclusive  trade  and  traffic, 
and  the  only  liberty,  use,  and  privilege  of 
trading,  trafficking,  and  exercising  the 
trade  or  business  of  merchandize  into  and 
from  the  East  Indies,  and  into  and  from 
all  the  islands,  ports,  havens,  coasts,  cities, 
towns,  and  places  between  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  aAd  the  Streights  of  Magel- 
lan, and  limits  in  an  Act  made  in  the  9th 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  William  the 
third,  or  in  a  certain  charter  of  the  5th 
day  of  September,  in  the  10th  year  of  the 
same  king,  mentioned,  in  as  ample  and 
beneficial  manner  as  the  Petitioners  could 
thereby  or  otherwise  lawfully  trade  there- 
to, subject  nevertheless  to  the  several  limi- 
tations, conditions,  and  regulations,  in  that 
Act  contained,  and  also  subject  to  the 
proviso  thereinafter  contained  for  deter- 
mining the  same,  any  former  act  or  acts, 
matter, or  thing,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  it  was  further  enacted, 
that  the  Petitioners  should  at  all  times 
thereafter  (subject  as  aforesaid)  have,  hold, 
and  enjoy,  and  be  entitled  unto  alK,  and 
singular  the  profits  benefits  and  advan- 
tages privileges  firanchises  abilities  ca- 
{VOL.XX1L) 


pacitiei  powers  aathoritiet  rights  reme« 
dies  methods  of  suits  penalties  forfei- 
tures disabilities  provisions  matters  and 
things  whatever,  which  by  any  former  act 
or  acts  of  parliament,  or  by  any  charter  or 
charters  founded  thereupon,  or  by  any 
clause  or  clauses  in  the  said  acts  or  charters 
contained,  were  enacted  given  granted 
provided  limited  established  or  declared^ 
to  for  touching  or  concerning  the  Peti- 
tioners, either  by  the  name  of  *  The  Ge* 
'  neral  Society  entitled  to  the  advantages 
'  given  by  an  act  of  parliament  for  ad* 
«  vancing  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  mil- ' 
*  lions  &r  the  service  of  the  crown  of 
'  England,'  or  the  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate called  by  the  name  of '  The  £ng« 
'  lish  Company  trading  to  the  East  Indies,* 
or  the  body  politic  and  corporate  called 
by  the  name  of  '  The  United  Company  oF 
'Merchants  of  England  trading  to  tho 
'  'EsAi  Indies ;'  and  not  by  that  act,  or 
any  other  act  then  in  force,  repealed  or 
altered,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true 
meaning  of  the  said  acts  and  charters,  and 
of  that  act,  freed  and  discharged  from  all 
provisoes  and  conditions  of  redemption 
and  determination  in  any  former  act  or 
acts  contained,  and  the  same  and  every  of 
them  were  and  was  thereby  ratified  and 
confirmed,  and  to  continue  to  be  held  and 
enjoyed,  and  be  practised  and  put  in  exe-' 
cution  by  the  Petitioners  and  their  suc*^ 
cessors,  for  the  better  or  more  efiectually 
settling  and  securing  to  them  and  their 
successors  the  whole  sole  and  exclusive 
trade  to  the  East  Indies  and  parts  afore- 
said, and  for  the  preventing  trade  thereto 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
that  act,  and  for  securing  also  their  pos- 
sessions estates  and  effects,  and  governing 
their  affairs  and  business  in  all  respects  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  same  profits 
benefits  advantages  trade  privileges 
franchises  abilities  capacities  powers  au- 
thorities rights  remedies  methods  of  suit 
penalties  forfeitures  disabilities  provisions 
matters  and  things  were  severally  repeated 
and  at  large  re-enacted  in  the  body  of  that 
act,  subject  nevertheless  to  such  restric- 
tions covenants  and  agreements  as  were 
contained  in  the  said  acts  or  charters  then 
in  force  and  not  therein  or  thereby  repeal- 
ed varied  or  altered,  and  subject  also  to 
the  several  enactments  conditions  limita- 
tions and  provisoes  in  that  act  contained ; 
and  it  was  thereby  further  enacted,  that  at 
any  time,  upon  three  years  notice  to  be 
given  by  parliament  after  the  1st  day  of 
March  which  would  be  in  the  year  ofoj^f 
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of  the  Petitioners,  their  bond  debt  always 
excepted,  should  be  applied  and  disposed 
of  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned  as  by 
the  said  act,  relation  being  thereunto  had, 
may  more  at  large  appear  :  and  that  the 
notice  required  by  the  said  act  of  parlia- 
nient  hath  been  given  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  for  determ'inmg  the  exclusive 
trade  of  the  Petitioners  on  the  lOth  day  of 
April,  1814* :  and  that,  since  th^  skid  act 
Was  passed,  further  territorial  acquisition^, 
yielding  ^  Urge  revenue,  havb  b^efi 
obtained  by  the  Petitioners,  and  such 
acquisitions  have  been  annexed  to  the 
several  governments  of  the  Petitioners 
in  the  &st  Indies,  and  sundry  debts, 
to  a  larse  extent,  beyond  what  itk 
mentioned  in  or  referred  to  by  the  said 
act,  have  been  incurred  by  the  Petitioners, 
in  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 
British  possessions  in  India,  and  by  reason 
of  wars  in  which  the  British  niatiod  has 
been  engaged  with  European  powers; 
that  such  debts  bear  interest,  and  some  of 
them  are  due  in  the  East  Indies,  and  others 
of  them  have  been  discharged  by  the  Pe- 
titioners, by  means  of  money  raised  on 
their  credit  in  this  country,  under  the  au- 
thority of  parliament ;  and  that,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  terms  of  the  obligations  for  other 
part  of  such  India.debt,  further  sums,  to  ^ 
large  amouiit»  will  be  payable  shortly  in 
this  coadtrr,  for  which  purpose  it  will  be 
necessary  mr  the  Petitioners  to  raise  a  fur- 
thier  sum  df  money  here ;  and  that  this 
system  established  by  the  said  act,  for  ih« 
^overpinent  of  the  territorial  acquisitions 
in  the  East  Indies,  for  the  management  of 
the  revenues  thereof^  and  for  the  general 
conduct  of  the  aSkirs  of  the  Petitioners^ 
hath  been  approved  by  experience ;  but 
the  appropriations  made  by  the  said  act 
of  the  profits  arising  from  the  territorial 
revenues  in  India,  and  of  the  profits  of  the 
Petitioners  at  home,  appear  to  the  Peti- 
tioners to  be  inapplicaule  to  the  present 
state  of  the  Indian  debts  and  resources, 
and  of  the  concerns  of  the  Petitioners  ; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  believe  that 
it  is  undeniable  that  the  exclusive  trade 
carried  on  by  the  Petitioners  has  been  a 
great  positive  advantage  to  the  nation ; 
and  although  they  do  not  presume  to  state, 
as  an  incontrovertible  fact,  that  greater 
public  benefit  would  accrue  from  its  being 
continued  in  its  present  state  than  from  its 
being  any  further  opened,  yet  the  Peti- 
tioners do  venture  humbly,  but  confidently, 
to  assure  the  House,  that  the  trade  with 
China  could  not  be  opened  in  any  degree 


Lord  1811,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  said 
three  years,  and  upon  payment  made  to 
the  Petitibners  of  any  sum  or  sums  which, 
under  the  provisions  of  atiy  act  of  that 
present  session  of  parliament,  should  or 
might,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  said 
three  years,  become  payable  to  the  Peti- 
tioners by  the  public,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  such  act,  then 
and  from  thenceforth  and  not  before  or 
sooner,  the  said  right  title  aiid  interest  of 
the  Petitioners  to  the  whole  sole  and  ex- . 
elusive  trade  to  the  said  Eadt  Indies  and 
parts  aforesaid  should  cease  and  deter-, 
mine ;  and  it  was  thereby  further  enact- 
ed, that  nothing  in  the  said  proviso  last 
thereinbefore  contained,  or  in  an^  proviso 
in  the  said  act  of  the  0th  jr'^ar  of  king 
William  the  third,  or  in  the  s&ia  charter  of 
the  5th  day  of  September  in  the  10th  year 
of   his  reign«  or   in   any  other  act  or 
charter  contained,  should  cfxtend  or  be 
construed  to  extend  to  determine  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Petition^rsi  or  to  hinder 
prevent  or  preclude  the  Petitioners  or  their 
successors  frdm  carrying  oh,  at  all  times 
afler  such  determibation  of  the  right  to 
the  sole  whole  and  exclusive  trade   as 
aforesaid,  a  free  trade  to  in  and  from  the 
East  Indies  and  parts  aforesaid  with  all  or 
any  part  of  their  joint  stock  in  trade  goods 
merchandizes  estate  and  effects,  in  com- 
mon with  other  the  subjects  of  his  ma- 
jesty, his  heirs  and  successors,  trading  to 
in  and  from  the  said  parts  or  limits  ;  and 
by  the  said  act  it  is  enacted,  that  for  and 
during  so  long  time  as  the  Petitioners 
should  be  entitled  to  the  whole  sole  and 
exclusive  trade  and  traffic  into  and  from 
the  East  Indies  and  other'places  within 
the  limits  of  their  charter,  subject  to  the 
provisions  regulations  and  limitations  in 
that    act    contained,    the    clear    profits 
arising  from  the  said  territorial  acquisi- 
tions and  revenues  in  India,  after  defray- 
ing the  charges  and  cxpcnces  of  cpllecting 
the  same,  should  be  applied  and  disposed 
of  to  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned  and   expressed ;    and    also    that, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  exclusive 
trade  to  the  Petitioners,  the  net  proceeds  of 
their  sales  of  goods  at  home,  with  the  du- 
ties and  allowances  arising  by  private 
trade  and  all  other  profits,  of  the  Peti- 
tioners in  Great  Britain,  after  providing 
for  the  payment  of  bills  of  exchange  then 
already  accepted  by  the  Petitioners,  as 
the  same  should  become  due,  and  for  the 
current  payment  of  other  debts  interest 
and  other  outgoings  charges  and  expences 
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without  extreme  danger ;  and  that,  if  it 
should  not  be  seen  fit  to  enlarge  the  term 
now  held  by  the  Petitioners  in  the  whole 
of  the  trade  which  they  now  enjoy  with- 
oat  qualiiication^  the  Petitioners  are  ready 
to  submit  to  such  regulations  as  shall  be 
jost,  and  as  parliament  in  its  wisdom  shall 
enact,  for  the  conduct  of  the  commercial 
intercourse  of  his  majesty's  subjects  with 
those  places  which  are  within  the  exclu- 
sive limits  granted  to  the  Petitioners;  and 
that,  on  account  of  the  length  and  variety 
of  the  matters  necessary  to  be  considered 
and  prepared  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
this  Petition^  the  Petitioners  were  unable 
to  prepare  a  Petition,  praying  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  or  Bills  relative  to  the  Indian 
territories  and  trade,  until  the  time  limited 
for  presenting  Petitions  for  private  Bills 
was  expired ;  and  praying,  that  leave  may 
be  given  to  present  a  Petition  to  the 
House,  for  bringing  in  a  Bill  or  Bills  for 
coQtinoing  the  possession  government  and 
management  of  the  territorial  acquisitions 
in  the  East  Indies  in  the  Petitioners,  sub- 
ject to  regulation,  and  for  altering  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  profits  arising  from  the 
Indian  revenues; '  and  for  enabling  the 
Petitioners  to  raise  such  sums  of  money, 
or  to  contract  such  pecuniary  obligations 
as  their  affairs  may  require,  in  respect  of 
the  payment  in  this  country  of  debts  ori- 
ginally contracted  in  India ; .  and  for  set- 
tling the  trade  to  the  East  Indies  and 
Cbina^  and  other  places,  from  the  Cape  of 
Bona  Esperanza  to  the  Streights  of  Ma- 
gellan, or  that  the  Petitioners  may  have 
such  other  relief  as  their  case  may  re- 
quire. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

On  the  Motion  that  leave  be  given  to 
present  a  Petition  as  desired. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  rose,  not  to  oppose 
the  motion,  but  to  ask  a  few  questions  of 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer with  respect  to  transactions  of 
public  notoriety,  which  had  taken  place 
since  the  House  last  met.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  proprietors  of  East  India  stock,  it 
was  asserted,  that  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman 
bad  been  understood  to  have  pledged  him- 
self to  four  points— first,  an  exclusive 
trade  to  China :  secondly,  the  supply  of 
whatever  monies  might  be  wanted  for 
the  service  of  the  company,  for  two 
years;  thirdly,  the  coniinine  all  Asiatic 
importations  to  the  port  of  London ;  and 
lastly,  the   giving  up  to   the   Company 


the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman  had  not  given 
pledges  on  .these  points,  he  should  be 
glad  to  hear  him  contradict  what  had 
gone  abroad ;  but  if  he  had  pledged  him- 
self, he  could  conceive  nothing  more  disre- 
spectful to  the  House,  than  thus  to  bind 
himself  to  measures  without  previously 
laying  them  before  parliament. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  thought 
that  nothing  that  had  passed  at  the  East  India 
House,  or  between  himself  and  the  direc- 
tors, could  at  all  fetter  the  proceedings  of 
parliament.  He  had  thought  it  his  duty, 
before  he  brought  a  subject  of  such  im- 
portance before  that  House,  to  form  bis 
own  opinion  on  it,  and  preparatory  to  sub- 
mitting a  measure  to  parliament,  tome 
correspondence  with  the  directors  of  the 
East  India  Company  had  to  him  appeared 
necessary.  Before  a  Bill  was  brought  in 
on  the  subject,  he  had  thought  it  proffer 
to  communicate  to  them  what  was  the 
bearing  of  his  mind  on  certainpropositioni 
involved  in  the  question.  Tnat  he  had 
done  s6  he  thought  was  no  mark  of  disre* 
pect  to  the  House,  and  no  breach  of  his 
public  duty.  With  respect  to  any  par- 
ticular opinion  that  he  might  have  ex- 
pressed, if  it  should  appear  that  he  had 
taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  subject, 
the  sanction  of  the  House  could  be  with- 
held, and  the  propositions  he  might  submit 
to  them,  it  would  be  for  them  to  reject ; 
but  at  present  he  did  not  conceive  he  had 
a  right  to  be  called  upon  by  the  noble 
lord,  or  by  the  House,  to  state  what  those 
opinions  were,  or  at  all  to  discuss  the  sdb- 
ject,  when  they  could  not  go  on  with  the 
discussion,  so  as  to  make  it  lead  to  any 
practical  result.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  call  for  his  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  noble  lord  would  think  it 
no  disrespect  to  him  that  at  present  he 
declined  to  reply  to  the  question  he  Had 
put.  He  would  now  only  state  that  he 
bad  taken  a  most  erroneous  view  of  the 
subject,  if  it  was  a  breach  of  duty  on  his 
part  to  communicate  with  the  directors  of 
the  East  India  Company,  or  if  it  was  disre- 
spectful to  parliametTt  to  endeavour* to 
form  an  opinion  himself  on  the  merits  of 
the  question,  before  he  brought  it  under 
their  consideration. 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  complained  of  having 
been  misrepresented  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  He  did  not  say  that  he  was 
wrong  in  forming  any  opinion  he  pleased, 
or  communicating  with  the  East  India 
Company  on  this  extensioiiof  their  char- 
the  'controuT  of  "the'  army  in  ladia*    If  I,  ter;fc  merely  wantctf  to  know,  whether  he, 
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as  minister,  had  made  the  pledges  before 
alluded  to. 

General  Gascoyne  said,  that  he  should 
suJBTer  no  opportunity  to  pass  without 
pressing  upon  the  House  the  injustice  of 
the  regulations  said  to  be  connected  with 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Those  regula- 
tions were  injurious  to  the  out-ports>  and 
directly  contrary  to  the  articles  of  the 
Union  with  Ireland.  He  never  could  con- 
ceive that  it  could  enter  into  the  contem- 
plation of  government  to  make  all  ithips 
coming  from  Asia  discharge  their  return 
cargoes  in  the  port  of  London.  To-mor- 
row he  should  make  a  motion,  founded  on 
the  pai>ers  made  public  in  another  quarter. 
He  should,  however^  previoui^ly  move, 
that  those  papers  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Hawarth  complained  of  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  negociations 
between  the  Board  of  Controul  and  the 
Directors.  From  the  ]3th  of  February, 
1809,  for  two  years  and  ten  months,  it  ap- 
peared that  no  commonication  had  been 
had  between  them. 

Mr.  Wallace  could  not  give  an  official 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  last  speaker. 
He,  however,  proceeded  to  explain  that 
which  had  been  noticed,  and  was  under- 
stood to  say,  that  though  he  did  not  know 
that  any  official  correspondence  had  taken 
place  within  the  period  alluded  to,  yet 
there  had  been  communications  and  dis- 
cussions on  the  subject.  Some  delay  had 
occurred  in  consequence  of  its  being 
thought  desirable  to  wait  for  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Finances  of  the 
East  India  Company.  With  respect  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  noble  lord  of 
the  concessions  which  had  been  made  by 
bis  right  hon.  friend,  he  thought  they 
were  answered  by  those  very  proceedings 
on  the  report  on  which  he  had  founded 
his  statement,  as  it  had  there  been  stated, 
that  all  was  conceded  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  while  nothing  was  secured  in 
return.  The  papers  for  which  the  hon. 
general  intended  to  move,  were  papers  to 
the  production  of  which  he  did  not  know 
that  any  objection  would  be  made,  but  he 
thought  the  motion  at  present  might  be 
premature. 

The  Petition  was  then  presented  and 
read;  containing  the  like  allegations  as 
the  last  preceding  Petition ;  and  praying, 
•'  That  leave  may  be  ^ven  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  or  Bills  for  continumg  the  possession, 
government,  and  management  of  the  ter- 
ritorial acquisitions  in  the  East  Indies  in 
the  Petitioners,  subject  to  regulation,  and 


for  altering  the  appropriations  of  the  pro- 
fits arising  from  the  Indian  revenues,  and 
for  enabling  the  Petitioners  to  raise  such 
sums  of  money,  or  to  contract  such  pe- 
cuniary obligations,  ad  their  affairs  may 
require,  in  respect  of  the  payment  in  this 
country  of  debts  originally  contracted  in 
India,  and  for  setthng  the  trade  to  the 
East  Indies  and  China,  and  other  places, 
from  the  cape  of  Bona  Esperanza  to 
the  streights  of  Magellan,  or  that  the  Peti- 
tioners may  have  such  other  relief  as  their 
case  may  require.'' 

Mr.  Ortevey  begged  to  ask,  what  course 
it  was  intended  to  follow  on  this  occasion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  Petition  would  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and  that 
certain  Resolutions  would  be  proposed  to 
the  Committee.' 

General  Gascoyne  moved  for  Copies  of 
all  Correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  Board  of  Controul  and  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  East  India  Company,  re- 
specting their  present  charter. 

Mr.  WaUace  had  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers. 

The  Papers  were  ordered  accordingly, 
and  will  be  found  in  the  Appbnoix  to  this 
Volume. 

Scarcity  op  Provisions  in  Irbland.] 
Sir  John  Newport^  after  adverting  to  the 
scarcity  of  grain  and  other  provisions 
which  existed  in  many  districts  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  the  necessity  of  preventing 
the  distillation  from  grain  in  that  country, 
moved  for  a  general  return  of  all  the 
grain,  malt,  meal,  and  flour  exported  from 
Ireland,  from  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  to  the  latest  period  at  which  the  same 
could  be  made  out. 

Mr.  Wellesky  tole  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  motion,  but  to  state  that  be  had  not 
altered  the  opinion  he  had  already  ex- 
pressed on  this  subject.  He  was  convinced 
that  there  was  no  real  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions throughout  Ireland.  The  apparent 
deficiency  was  merely  local,  and  arose 
from  exports ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
allowed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  allay  the  fears,  however  unfounded, 
which  the  people  of  Ireland  entertained. 
With  this  view  he  intended  to  move,  to- 
morrow, for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  t« 
prevent  the  exportation  abroad  of  Irish 
made  spirits;  and  he  also  intended  to 
move  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  for  an  additional  duty  on  those 
spirits  imported  to  any  part  of  the 
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pire.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  went 
over  the  comparative  price  of  potatoes, 
and  other  articles  of  first  necessity,  in  va- 
rioos  counties  from  the  14th  of  January  to 
the  8th  of  March,  and  concluded  with  as- 
serting, that  the  advance  in  price  had  been 
but  trifling. 

Mr.  X.a/ourAf  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  expedient  to  take  into  consideration 
the  policy  of  putting  a  temporary  stop  to 
the  distilleries. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said  he  had  been  informed, 
that  the  distillers  had  sent  to  Mr.  Pole  exag- 
gerated accounts  of  their  stocks  of  grain, 
and  in  confirmation  of  which  he  read  part 
of  a  letter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Dublin  said,  that  the 
•larming  price  of  provisions  in  Dublin  had 
excited  a  strong  sensation,  so  much  so,  as 
to  induce  the  magistrates  to  make  repre- 
sentations on  the  subject  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant, with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of 
some  measure  of  relief.  He  agreed  that 
the  stopping  of  the  distilleries  now  would 
be  unjust,  but  thought  they  might  be  pre- 
vented from  commencing  again,  as  usual, 
in  September,  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
obliged  to  suspend  their  work  until  the 
January  following.  Such  a  measure  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  sufficient  to  relieve  the 
apprehension  of  scarcity. 

Mr.  Pamell,  from  all  the  information 
which  he  had  been  able  to  procure,  was  not 
of  opinion  that  any  sound  apprehension 
could  be  entertained  of  a  scarcity.  It  had 
been  stated  to  him,  that  in  many  parts  pota* 
toes  were  still  sold  at  4d.  per  stone,  which 
certainly  could  not  be  called  dear.  The 
fact,  he  believed,  was,  that  the  deficiencies 
were  local,  and  fully  compensated  by  the 
abundance  of  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
The  evil,  he  conceived,  was  one  that  would 
naturally  remedy  itself,  unless  this  effect 
should  be  counteracted  by  the  activity  of 
magistrates,  or  the  government. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
subject  was  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
if  there  was  really  a  prospect  of  scarcity 
in  Ireland,  it  deserved  their  immediate 
consideration.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  keep  in  mind,  that  the  information 
tbev  were  possessed  of  was  at  present  very 
defective.  It  appeared  that  in  many  parts 
there  was  great  abundance,  and  the  mis- 
chief chiefly  arose  from  the  difficulty  of 
transporting  provisions  from  one  part  to 
another.  The  House  would  therefore  be 
cautious  how  they  stopt  the  exportation 
of  provisions  from  Ireland  to  England. 
As  to  the  stoppage  of  the  distilleries  in 


AmilS,  1912.  [331 

Ireland,  it  was  to  be  considered,  that  if  we 
stopt  them  where  they  were  legal,  we  g^ve 
advantage  to  those  which  were  illegal; 
which,  while  it  would  be  no  saving  of  the 
quantity  of  human  food,  would  in  a  very 
material  degree  injure  the  revenue. 

Mr.  i^>le,  in  answer  to  the  obsenrationa 
of  Mr.  Shaw,  stated,  that  the  Irish  go- 
vernment had  received  no  information 
which  could  lead  them  to  think  there  was 
a  ^neral  scarcity.  On  the  contrary,  his 
opraion  was,  that  there  was  plenty  of 
grain,  and  that  the  increase  of  price  and 
consequent  alarm  was  owing  to  certain 
outrages  and  speculations  which  had  taken 
place.  If  there  was  any  apprehension  of 
a  general  scarcity,  he  could  assure  tbo 
hon.  gentleman  that  government  would 
take  any  step  which  might  be  necessary, 
even  were  it  the  total  stoppage  of  the  dis- 
tilleries ;  but  as  that  was  not  the  case,  be 
thought  thev  should  not  proceed  to  do 
what  must  mjure  the  revenue,  and  the 
agricolturo  of  the  country. 

The  motioo  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

ffednaday,  April  8. 

P£%SANTRT  OF  Irbland.]  Earl  Stanhope 
adverted  to  the  situation  of  the  peasantry 
of  Ireland,  who,  he  stated,  were  by  the 
operation  of  the  tythe  laws  (as  was  also 
sometimes  the  case  in  this  country)  com- 
pelled to  pay  rent  two,  three  or  four  times 
over.  For  the  purpose  of  relieving  them 
from  this  distressing  situation  he  had  pre* 
pared  a  Bill,  which  he  proposed  to  pre- 
sent to  their  lordships  tomorrow  se'n- 
night;  and  therefore  moved,  that  the 
lords  be  summoned  for  that  day. — Or- 
dered. 

• 

ToLBRATiON.]  Esrl  Stanhcpc  also  ob- 
served, that  he  wished  to  call  their  lord- 
ships' attention  to  another  very  important 
subject  With  respect  to  persons  holding 
certain  religious  tenets,  there  were  two 
opinions,  the  one  that  they  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  hold  civil  offices,  and  the  other 
that  they  should  be  disqualified  from  hold* 
in g  offices;  but  both  parties  were  agreed 
in  the  justice  of  toleration.  Upon  this 
latter  point,  however,  in  consequence  of 
some  recent  circumstances,  many  Protes- 
tant Diwenters,  and  even  some  members  of 
the  established  Church,  were  liable  to 
much  oppression,  to  relieve  them  from 
which,  he  had  also  prepared  a  Bill,  but 
thought  it  better  not  to  name  a  day  for 
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chants,  all  the  islands  of  the  Indian  ocean, 
together  with  such  parts  of  the  continents 
of  Asia  and  Africa,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Hoase  may  seem  expedient/^ 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Cafture  of  CiuDad  Rodrigc]  The 
Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that  since 
the  Vote  of  Thanks  had  been  passed  in  that 
House  to  the  officers  and  men  who  assisted 
at  the  capture  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  he  had 
learned  that  the  names  of  major-general 
Henry  Frederick  Campbell,  major-general 
the  hon.  Charles  William  Stewart,  major- 
general  Baron  Lo\V,  major-general  James 
Kemmis,  major-general  William  Borth- 
wick,  and  colonel  William  Maundy  Har- 
Tey,  brigadier-general  in  the  Portuguese 
service,  were  omitted  in  the  said  motion ; 
he  therefore  moved  the  like  thanks  to 
them;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Exportation  of  Irtsh  Spirits.]  The 
House  having  gone  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  Exporta- 
tion of  Spirits  from  Ireland, 

Mr.  WelletUy  Pole  said,  that  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  a  Resolution  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  spirits  made 
from  srain  in  Ireland,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited.  The  object  of  the  Resolution 
was  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  Irish 
made  spirits  to  foreign  markets,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  price  of  provisions  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  period.  In  con- 
sidering the  situation  of  that  country,- 
there  were  but  four  measures  which  sug- 
gested themselves  for  adoption.  The  first 
was,  to  prevent  the  intercourse  between 
this  country  and  Ireland  ;  the  second,  to 
atop  the  distillation  from  grain  in  Ireland ; 
the  third,  to  stop  the  export  of  grain  from 
Ireland  for  the  supply  of  our  armies ;  and 
the  fourth  was  that,  which  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  recommend  to  the  committee,  as 
there  were  many  objections  to  each  of  the 
others,  which  he  was  persuaded,  many 
gentlemen  would  concur  in  thinking  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  their  being  resorted  to. 
The  measure  now  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee was  unquestionably  a  smaller  evil 
than  any  other,  and  was  nothing  more  than 
stopping  the  exuberant  grain  of  the  coon- 
try  from  being  converted  into  spirits,  in 
order  to  be  sent  abroad — he  was  aware,  at 
the  same  time,  that  it  would  create  a  con- 
siderable disappointment  to  many  merito- 
rious persons  in  Ireland—he  meant  those 
distillers,  who.  by  their  exertions,  had 
^taUished  a  beneficial  trade  to  Portugal . 
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And  other  places,  but  he  trusted  that  their 
good  sense  would  show  them  that  this 
measure  was  resorted  to,  to  beat  down  the 
high  price  of  provisions,  and  to  prevent 
the  distress  which  arose  from  that  circum- 
stance. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  this 
proposition  would  be  found  effectual  when 
coupled  with  some  others  which  he  would 
have  to  propose,  but  if  he  should  be  disap-  ^ 
pointed,  it  then  would  be  time  enough  to 
adopt  some  other  mode  of  proceeding. 
The  time  to  which  he  proposed  to  limit 
the  operation  of  the  Bill  which  he  proposed 
to  bring  in,  was  the  3 1st  of  December, 
and  it  would  be  modelled  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Bill  for  prohibiting  distilla- 
tion from  grain  in  England,  but  it  would 
vest  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant  a  power  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  grain  after  the 
1st  of  October,  if  he  should  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, or  to  continue  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  for  40  days  after  the  opening  of 
the  next  session  of  parliament  It  was 
also  his  purpose  that  the  measure  should 
commence  from  thisday,  as  otherwise  large 
quantities  of  corn  might  be  sent  out  of 
the  country  before  the  Bill  could  take  ef- 
fect, but  care  would  be  taken  to  prevent 
any  injury  being  sustained  by  any  indivi* 
dual,  as  he  proposed  to  empower  the  com* 
missioners  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland  to 
hear  any  case  and  grant  such  redress  as 
they  might  think  just.  He  concluded  by 
moving,  *'  That  it  is  expedient  to  suspendf, 
from  and  after  the  8th  day  of  April  18]  2, 
for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the  exportation 
from  Ireland  to  parts  beyond  the  seas,  spi- 
rits made  or  distilled  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  from  corn  or  grain.'' 

Mr.  Stewart  said,  that  the  object  in  view 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  better  promoted, 
by  the  stoppage  of  distillation  nrom  min 
altogether,  and  it  would,  besides,  mark  the 
attention  of  the  Irish  government  to  the 
wants  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Curtvcn  thought  it  surprising  that 
government  did  not  go  into  agenerai  con- 
sideration of  the  resources  of  the  country 
with  respect  to  its  supplies  of  corn,  after 
the  quantity  that  was  annually  imported. 
He  thought  that  a  rise  on  the  price  of 
grain  would  insure  a  constant  supply,  and 
two  bushels  more  on  the  acre  through  the 
country  would  give  an  abundance.  Mi- 
nisters should  have  a  more  accurate  view 
of  the  whole  agriculture  of  the  country, 
and  would  by  that  means  have  it  in  their 
power  to  adopt  some  general  measure  in- 
stead of  those  temporary  expedients  now 
resorted  to.    He  wished  to  God,  for  the 
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sake  of  the  health  and  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on 
spirits,  which  would  oblige  them  to  make 
use  of  the  wholesome  and  nutritious  beve- 
rage of  porter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Dublin  said,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  allow  this  measure 
to  go  forward,  without  entering  his  pro- 
test against  what  was  likely  to  prove  so 
iujurious  to  the  whole  body  of  the  dis- 
tillers of  Ireland.  It  would,  in  the  first 
place,  throw  a  great  superabundance  of 
spirits  into  the  country ;  and  in  the  next 
place,  he  thought  they  should  be  very  cau* 
tious  how  they  interrupted  a  trade  which 
was  likely  to  be  so  beneficial.  Another 
measure  ofiered  itself,  which,  he  thought, 
would  have  a  better  eflect ;  namely,  the 
•topping  of  distillation  after  a  certain  time. 
It  was  to  be  considered  too,  that  large 
contracts  had  been  entered  into,  and  this 
measure  would  throw  a  damp  on  all  en- 
terprise or  speculation,  for  which  reasons 
be  felt  it  his  duty  to  dissent  from  the  Re- 
solution. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  no  man 
could  more  heartily  concur  in  any  mea- 
sure, which  appeared  likely  to  obviate  the 
difficulties  or  distresses  of  the  people  than 
bimself,  but  he  could  not  help  consider- 
ing the  present  as  inefficacious.  Some 
documents  should  be  before  the  House  to 
enable  them  to  form  a  correct  judgment, 
and  to  make  it  manifest  that  there  was  no 
danger  from  illicit  distillation.  The  right 
hon.  mover  had  last  night  stated  from  the 
commissariat  returns,  the  prices  infinitely 
lower  than  the  market  prices  in  the  adf- 
joiniug  district,  which  was  certainly  no 
great  proof  of  their  accuracy.  He  was 
far  from  wishing  to  oppose  the  present 
measure,  except  on  the  ground  that  it  led 
the  House  to  suppose  that  they  had  ap- 
plied a  remedy,  where,  in  truth,  they  had 
not.  If  the  prohibition  of  distillation 
from  com  took  place,  there  would  be  no 
suflering,  because  the  distillation  in  a  great 
n^easure  took  place  from  raw  corn,  which 
could  be  brought  to  market,  and  was  still 
applicable  to  other  purposes. 

Mr.  PameU  said,  he  concurred  in  opi- 
nion with  the  hon.  member  for  Dublin, 
that  this  measure  would  not  diminish  the 
consumption  of  grain  in  the  distilleries,  but 
alone  injure  the  distiller.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  wholly  omitted,  in  his 
opening  statement,  to  shew  in  what  man- 
ner it  would  realize  the  declared  object 
of  it.  For  bis  part,  it  seemed  to  be  quite 
plain,  that  the  distilleries  being  compelled 
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by  law  to  work  off  nearly  as  much  spirits 
as  it  was  in  their  power  to  make,  the  same 
quantity  would  continue  to  be  made— >and 
that  the  only  result  of  the  Bill  would 
be,  to  lower  the  price  of  spirits  in  the 
home  market,  by  shutting  up  the  foreign 
one.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stat- 
ed very  candidly,  that  his  principal  object 
was  to  allay  the  apprehensions  which  pre* 
vailed ;  but  if  he  really  believed  that  those 
apprehensions  were  groundless,  he  should 
abstain  from  a  measure  which  must  injure 
the  distillers.  He  oucht  to  remember 
that  they  have  necessarily  purchased  grain 
at  the  late  very  high  prices,  calculating 
on  being  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  recora- 
pence,  by  fulfilling  the  orders  they  had  re* 
ceived  for  sending  spirits  abroad— and 
thatj  if  this  vent  is  taken  from  them,  they 
will  probably  sustain  a  very  heavy  loss. 
He  ought  also  to  recollect,  that  if  such  lo^ 
can  alone  be  attributable  to  the  inter* 
ference  of  parliament,  they  will  have  a 
just  claim  upon  parliament  for  an  adequato 
compensation.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
should  also  consider,  that  his  measure  will 
deprive  Ireland  of  the  benefit  of  a  newly 
established  trade,  which  promised  to  be 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  her— for  it . 
could  not  be  expected,  that  the  distillers 
would  again  undertake  all  the  risk  and 
sxpence  of  retaining  their  trade,  if  the 
just  reward  of  their  skill  and  industry  was 
thus  suddenly  and  capriciously  taken  from 
them.  At  the  same  time,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber begged  the  committee  would  not  sup- 
pose, from  these  o\)servations,  that  he,  as 
others  did,  wished  the  government  to  stop 
the  distilleries  altogether— on  the  contra- 
ry, he  gave  credit  to  them  for  the  accu- 
racy of  the  statement  of  the  quantity 
of  provisions  in  the  country,  and  believed 
that  it  was  altogether  unnecessary  for  them 
to  interfere. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  replied  to  the  different  ob- 
jections urged  against  the  proposed  mea- 
sure, many  of  which  he  was  quite  surpris- 
ed to  hear.  It  was  said  that  no  relief 
would  follow,  as  the  quantity  exported 
was  not  so  great  as  to  cause  ^ny  difier- 
ence  in  the  price  of  corn  ;  but  he  could 
state,  that  the  quantity  exported  had  been 
from  l-4th  to  l-5th  of  the  whole  quantity 
of  spirits  distilled  in  Ireland  ;  and  it  had* 
been  increasing  during  (he  last  six  months. 
He  was  not  so  sanguine  as  to  expect  all* 
the  relief  he  wished  from  this  measure ; 
but  it  was  a  little  unfair  to  say  that  it  was 
absurd  on  the  face  of  it— One  hon.  gen« 
tleman  had  spoken  of  it  as  unjust  to  the 
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distiliers,  but  parliament  was  not  bound 
to  consider  the  interest  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  individuals  at  the  expence  of  the 
community.  He  spoke  also  of  not  open- 
ing the  distilleries  so  soon ;  but  goTern- 
ment  could  not  be  expected  to  adopt  what 
would  prove  injurious  to  the  revenue.  As 
to  the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  dis- 
tillers, the  very  moment  the  law  passed, 
it  would  operate  in  bar  of  any  demands 
against  the  distillers;  and  if  that  was  not 
the  case,  he  was  prepared  to  bring  in  a 
clause  to  secure  them  in  this  respect,  as  it 
was  not  his  wish  to  take  any  unfair  advan- 
tage of  the  distillers. 

Mr.  Grattan  said,  that  when  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  distillation  or  exporta- 
tion should  be  prohibited,  he  thought  the 
milder  method  should  be  first  tried.  It 
was  bad  policy  to  make  the  agricultural 
aystem  depend  on  caprice  or  change  of 
circumstances,  unless  there  was  a  press- 
ing necessity  for  it.  He  agreed,  that  in 
the  presenixase,  something  roust  be  done, 
and  he  therefore,  gave  his  assent  to  the 
milder  measure  as  an  experiment. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Duty  on  Irish  Spirits.]  The  House 
Laving  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  Wdkslof  Pole  said,  that  the  first 
Resolution  he  should  have  to  propose  to 
the  Committee,  was  for  laying  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  25.  6d.  a  gallon  on  Irish 
made  spirits,  thereby  doubling  the  duty 
now  paid.  Two  objects  would  be  pro- 
moted by  this— -the  relief  of  the  brewing 
trade  in  Ireland,  which,  according  to  the 
Report  of  ttM  Committee  that  sat  last 
year,  was  necessary,  as  the  extensive  use 
of  spirits,  in  consequence  of  illicit  distilla- 
tion, had  very  much  increased,  and  there- 
by the  health,  morals,  and  industry  of  th» 
people  were  materially  afiected ;  and  they 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  first  op- 
portunity should  be  made  use  of  to  lay  an 
additional  duty  on  spirits,  in  order  to  ren« 
der  their  consumption  less  general.  Ano- 
ther object,  which  would  be  promoted  by 
this  additional  duty,  was,  the  assistance 
it  would  give  towards  effecting  the  mea- 
sure he  had  proposed.  The  duty  now 
proposed,  was  higher  than  had  ever  been 
paid  ;  for  though  a  higher  duty  had  been 
laid  on  before,  it  had  never  taken  effect, 
in  consequence  of  the  stoppage  of  distil- 
lation. That  duty  was  6s.  *Sd,  the  present 
would  be  5s.  lOd.  including  the  malt  duty« 
which  was  larger  than  had  ever  been  coU 
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lected  on  spirits  distilled  from  com.  He 
knew  that  the  objection  hitherto  was  the 
danger  of  illicit  distillation ;  but  he  trust- 
ed that  would  be  found  to  be  considerably 
diminished,  in  consequence  of  the  mea* 
sures  which  had  been  adopted  last  year : 
for  by  a  comparison  of  the  returns  made 
up  to  the  last  assizes  with  those  of  the  last 
three  years,  up  to  the  29th  of  September, 
of  the  number  of  stills  seized,  and  of  pro- 
secutions for  illicit  distillation,  it  appear- 
ed that  they  amounted  to  two-thirds  more 
in  the  last  year  than  in  any  former  one. 
In  addition  to  the  measures  adopted,  the 
permission  to  small  stills  to  distil  would 
be  very  efficacious,  and  would  make  it 
unnecessary  to  resort  to  those  severe  and 
harassing  laws  which  had  been  suspended 
for  two  years,  and  which  he  intended  to 
move  for  the  repeal  of  in  the  oourae  of 
this  session.  He  had  to  obsenre  that  the 
duty  in  the  present  case  was  to  be  laid 
only  on  the  stock  in  hind.  He  then  cpn- 
eluded  by  moving — "  That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  committee,  that  from  and  after 
the  8th  day  of  April,  there  be  laid  on, 
every  gallon  of  strong  water  or  spirits 
made  in  Ireland  a  duty  of  2f.  6d.  per 
gallon  in  addition  to  the  duty  now  paid.'*- 

Sir  John  Newport  was  extremely  bapp^ 
to  see  the  present  motion  brought  forward, 
and  thought  there  was  no  sacrifice  which 
ought  not  to  be  made  to  the  great  object 
of  preventing  the  excessive  use  of  spirits 
among  the  lower  orders  in  Ireland.  He 
hoped  a  full  and  fair  trial  would  be  given 
to  the  augmented  duty* 

Mr.  Grattan  said,  that  he  perfectly  con- 
curred  in  the  present  measure,  which  went 
to  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  the  health  and 
morals  of  human  creatures  to  the  benefit 
of  the  revenue.  He  hoped  this  measure 
would  increase  the  oonsomptioo  of  malt 
liquor,  which  was  so  much  OMre  whole* 
some.  He  considered  the  lorn  price  of 
spirits  in  Ireland^  the  cause  of  their  ex- 
cessive use,  rather  than  any  disposition 
in  the  people  to  intemperance.  This  duty 
would  go  to  correct  that  eyil,  and  he 
had  not  any  doubt  that  it  would  be  fol« 
lowed  up. 

Mr.  Pamell  said  he  concurred  in  the  ge** 
neral  principle  on  which  this  duty  was 
proposed  ;  but  he  was  apprehensive,  that 
illicit  distillation  was  not  yet  si^ciently 
put  down  to  warrant  so  large  an  addition. 
He  had  had  the  means  of  ascertaining, 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  illicit  trade  was 
still  going  on  without  interruption  over  im* 
mense  districts  of  that  country ;  and  tha^ 
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being  the  case,  the  additional  duty  would 
neither  diminish  the  consumption  of  grain, 
or  augment  the  revenues;  because  it  could 
only  operate  as  a  bounty  on  illicit  trade, 
and  the  production  of  spirits  run  at  a 
cheaper  rale  than  they  can  be  made  under 
the  existing  duty.  He  had  hoped  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  proposing  a  new 
duty  on  this  most  important  branch  of  the 
Irish  Revenue,  would  have  taken  a  more 
comprehensive  view  of  the  subject  than 
he  had  done.  That  he  would  have  stated 
to  the  House,  that  the  abuses  which  had 
been  proved  to  exist  by  the  commissioners 
of  enquiry  in  the  collection  of  this  duty, 
had  been  pot  an  end  to.  That  he  would 
have  explained  in  what  manner  so  great 
a  defalcation  as  two  millions  a  year,  which 
they  had  established  to  have  taken  place, 
was  in  future  to  be  prevented.  For  unless 
some  better  system  of  collection  was  re- 
sorted to,  it  was  in  vain  to  expect  any  pro- 
duce from  any  additional  duty.  For,  his 
part,  he  never  could  think  that  any  branch 
of  the  Irish  revenue  would  be  produ^tive,^ 
so  long  as  the  whole  of  the  revenue  pa- 
tronage was  in  the  hands  of  the  executive 
government.  It  was  impossible  the  seve- 
ral boards  of  revenue  could  enfoi*ce  a  due 
discharge  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  of- 
ficers under  them,  so  long  as  every  situa- 
tion was  filled  op  by  the  lord  lieutenant 
without  communication  with  them,  or  any 
consideration  of  the  fitness  of  the  indivi* 
duals  appointed  to  them.  This  was  not  the 
practice  in  England ;  here  every  board 
appointed  its  own  officers,  and  accordingly 
they  felt  themselves  responsible  for  the 
efficient  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  did 
collect  it.  Till  the  same  practice  was  es- 
tablished in  Ireland,  the  taxes  would  never 
produce  what  they  ought  to  yield,  nor  can 
there  be  the  smallest  prospect  of  getting 
over  the  embarrassments  to  which  the 
Irish  finances  at  present  are  subject. 

Mr.  W,  Pole  shortly  replied,  and  stated 
the  average  quantity  of  spirits  exported 
from  Ireland  was  between  one  fourth  and 
fifth  of  the  whole. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  and 
carried. 


BOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  April  9. 

OftDBRS  IN  Council.]  Earl  FutwUHam 
presented  a  Petition  from  certain  mer- 
chants and  manufactorers'engaged  in  the 
woollen  trade  in  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
akkre,  agaiiist  the  Orders  inCooAcil ;  which 


hating  be^n  read  at  the  lable>  his  lordship 
observed,  that  the  statement  of  so  respecta- 
ble a  body  of  men  was  highly  deserving- 
of  attention.  The  PeUtion,  he  understood^ 
was  signed  by  15,000  persons,  whose  cooi- 
plaints  of  the  grievances  under  which  the|^ 
laboured,  in  consequence  of  the  operation 
of  the  Orders  in  CoiinciU  he  should  feel  il 
his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  on  Tuesday  the  2Sth  instant,  for  which 
day  he  moved  that  the  Lords  be  sommon- 
ed.»*Ordered« 

East  India  Compamt's  CnARTsa.] 
Lord  HctUmd  presented  a  Petition  front 
the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Nottingham^ 
fi>r  opening  the  East  India  Trade,  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  His  lord* 
ship  also  stated  that  there  was  a  Pietition 
fitim  the  same  place  to  the  executive  go- 
vernment, against  the  Orders  in  Council^ 
which  he  had  had  the  honour  of  present- 
ing that  morning. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  pursuant  to  no« 
tice,  moved  for  the  correspondence  be* 
tween  the  government  and  the  East  India 
Directors  on  the  subject  6f  the  renewal  of 
the  Charter.  As  the  papers  had  already 
been  printed  for  the  use  of  the  East  Indis 
Committee,  and  had  been  before  the  public 
through  another  channel,  he  presum^ 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  this  mo- 
tion. 2d.  He  moved  for  a  copy  of  the 
military  plan  of  marquis  Cornwallis,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  correspondence,  for  con- 
solidating the  forces  of  the  Company  with 
the  king's  troops.  This  might  be  a  most 
important  document,  and  it  was  proper  it 
should  be  on  the  table  before  the  subject 
came  to  be  discussed.  3d.  His  lordship 
next  adverted  to  a  statement  made  by  the 
deputy  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors^ 
in  a  letter  (forming  part  of  the  corres- 
pondence) to  the  person  who  was  lately 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  (lord 
Melville,)  that  there  were  papers  in  the 
archives  of  the  company,  which  would  be 
of  great  use  in  enabling  the  government  to 
appreciate,  the  efiects  of  the  monopoly 
with  respect  to  the  navigation  laws.  Whe- 
ther these  papers  would  make  for  of 
against  the  arguments  of  the  directors,  it 
was  fitting  that  they  should  be  produced  ; 
and  he,  therefore,  proposed  to  move  ac- 
cordingly. 4th.  Though  it  appeared  from 
the  negociation  that  it  was  intended  in  a 
great  measure  to  open  the  trade  with 
India,  there  might  be  such  rules  and  re- 
gulations established  in  India  with  regard 
to  private  traders,  as  to  reader  the  pri?»> 
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Ifge  nagatory.  Of  this  doscription,  he 
contended,  were  the  regulations  already 
existing  in  the  company's  settlements : 


but  whether  he  was  correct  in  this  opi- 
nion or  not,  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  their  lordships  should  be  acquainted 
with  these  regulations,  lest  they  should 
only  be  conferring  a  privilege,  which  the 
company,  by  means  of  their  local  rules, 
might  turn  into  a  humbug  on  the  public. 
He  should  therefore  move,  that  they  be 
laid  on  the  table.  As  they  were,  or  re- 
gularly ought  to  be,  transmitted  every  year 
from  the  Indian  presidencies  to  the  court 
of  directors,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
producing  them.  His  lordship,  however, 
expressed  his  willingness  to  postpone  the 
last  two  of  these  motions,  if  the  noble  lords 
opposite  wished  for  time  to  consider  them. 

The  Earls  of  Liverpool  and  Bucking- 
hamshire expressed  a  wish  that  the  last 
two  should  be  postponed;  and  lord 
Lauderdale  assented.  The  first  two  were 
agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  the  manufacturers  of  Birmingham 
against  the  East  India  monopoly.  It  was 
signed,  he  understood,  by  about  16,000 
persons. 

The  Duke  of  Notfolk  stated,  that  as  it 
might  have  been  imagined  that  these  ma- 
nufacturers had  been  prompted  by  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  other  places 
more  immediately  interested,  perhaps,  in 
putting  an  end  to  the  monopoly,  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  some  enquiries, 
whether  or  not  this  was  the  case  ;  and  the 
result  had  been  that  he  found  this  Petition 
to  have  arisen  from  the  spontaneous  feel- 
ing of  the  people  of  the  town  of  Birming- 
ham itself,  who  were  convinced  that  if  the 
trade  to  India  were  thrown  open,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  export  much  more  of 
their  manufactures  than  they  did  at  pre- 
sent.  The  Petition  was  then  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bank  of  England.]  The  Earl  of 
Lauderdaie  said,  if  any  objection  were 
made  to  the  motion  of  which  he  had  yes- 
terday given  notice,  he  would  abstain 
from  submitting  it  to  the  House  at  present. 
But  he  thought  it  was  fitting  their  lord- 
ships should  know  what  was  the  direct 
benefit  the  public  had  given  to  the  Bank 
by  the  restriction  of  cash  payments ;  what 
were  the  causes  which  rendered  it  so  diffi- 
cult to  procure  money  for  the  public  ser- 
irice  ;  and  by  what  means  the  measures 
-of  parliament  had  thrown  an  immenae  fiUD 


of  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  di- 
rectors. To  elucidate  these  points  he 
would  move,  1.  For  the  average  prices 
of  Bank  stock,  half  yearly,  from  the  5th 
July,  1797,  to  the  31st  December,  1811. — 
2.  For  the  rates  of  dividends,  for  a  like 
period  ;  with  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  increase  since  1797  ;  and  the  time  at 
which  the  increase  took  place  ;  and,  3.  For 
the  amount  of  sums  paid  to  the  proprietors 
of  Bank  stock,  over  their  dividends,  since 
July,  1797 ;  with  the  amount  of  each 
bonus  and  its  date.  He  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  this  motion.  It  idight  indeed 
be  said,  that  all  this  information  could  be 
gained  without  bringing  the  matter  before 
their  lordships.  He  had  himself  made 
some  calculations,  but  he  kpew  not  whe- 
ther they  were  accurate.  If  they  were, 
then  the  accounts  be  would  move  for 
would  shew,  that  while  the  people  in  ge- 
neral were  suffi^ring,  the  Bank  proprietors 
had  put  nearly  17  millions  into  their 
pockets.  He  thought  it  was  important 
thisshouldbe  known,before  they  discussed 
a  Bill  which  would  nearly  go  to  make 
Bank-notes  a  legal  tender.  In  his  opi« 
nion,  there  was  not  a  more  proper  mode  of 
taxation,  than  to  take  away  part  of  their 
wealth  from  those  persons  who  had  pro- 
fited by  the  public  distress. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  earl  of  Liver- 
pool, lord  Lauderdale  postponed  his  motion 
till  Tuesday.,  observing,  that  when  he 
brought  it  forward*  he  would  move  for 
similar  accounts  from  the  bank  of  Ire- 
land. 

Earl  Grey  said^  he  understood  no  opposi- 
tion would  be  given  to  producing  an  ac- 
count of  the  total  nominal  amount  of  bank- 
notes rejected  as  forgeries  at  the  bank  of 
England,  from  1797  to  the  present  time, 
but  that  an  objection  woula  be  made  to 
specifying  the  number  and  description  of 
such  notes;  he  should  therefore,  on  Tues- 
day next,  propose  his  motion  in  an  amend- 
ed state. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tkursday,  April  9. 

Petitions  from   Walsall   and  Not- 
tingham   RSSPECTING    THE    RENEWAL    OF 

THE  East  India  Company's  Charter.] 
A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  and 
foreign  of  Walsall,  was  presented  and 
read;  setting  f5rth : 

"That,  in  consequence    of  the  usual 
n^rkets  upon  the  continent  of  Europe  be« 
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mg,  with  a  few  exoepdoiis»  •ntirely  thai 
against  British  maniifKtiiren«  and  of  tlie 
wnfortnnate  misiiiidentaiiding  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  trade  of  the 
petitionera,  in  comnum  with  that  of  the 
nDgdom  in  general,  bat  auBered  Tery 
severe  and  distressing  priyations ;  and  that, 
when  the  petitioners  call  to  mind  the  oni- 
Ibrm  and  pertinacioos  system  of  hostility 
which  the  ruler  of  the  French  nation  has 
manifested  towards  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  together  with  the  unboonded  in- 
fluence which  his  arms  or  intrigues  have 
procured,  they  cannot  but  consider  the 
probability  of  the  usual  channels  of  trade 
being  re*opcned  asTery  faint  and  distant; 
labouring  under  the  priyations  of  a  de» 
dining  trade,  and  the  pressure  of  a  heayy 
taxation,  the  petitioners  eagerly  look  for- 
ward to  the  aaoption  of  some  measures  by 
which  new  markets  may  be  opened,  and 
the  industry  and  eoterprize  of  the  nation 
be  brought  into  proper  action  j  and  the 
petitioners  further  presume  to  represent, 
that,  in  order  to  accompliih  this  desirable 
end,  the  East  Indies  would  afford  ample 
and  efiectaal  means,  we  re  they  not  exclud- 
ed from  that  immense  tract  of  country  by 
the  sweeping  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company,  a  monopoly  which  has  pro- 
duced no  benefit  to  its  possessors  as  a  com- 
mercial body,  nor  at  all  advanced  the 
interests  of  the  British  trade  in  India,  since 
the  exports  of  the  Company  in  English 
manufactures  are  trifling  and  unimpor- 
tant ;  and  that  the  petitioners  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  their  regret  that  they 
should  be  the  Tictims  of  this  monopoly, 
while  the  subjects  of  other  nations  are 
admitted  to  reap  the  advantage  of  this  ex- 
clusion ;  and  praying  the  House  to  take  the 
premises  into  their  most  serious  considera- 
tion, and  to  affi>rd  relief  to  the  petitioners, 
either  by  preventing  the  renewal  of  the 
East  India  Company's  Charter  after  the 
termination  of  its  present  limit,  or  to 
modify  it  In  such  way  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  House  may  seem  most  conducive  to 
open  the  trade  of  the  East  to  the  mercan- 
tile energy  and  spirit  of  the  empire  at 
large 
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A  Petition  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town  of 
Nottingham,  was  also  presented  and  read ; 
setting  forth, 

"That  the  petitioners  are  impressed  with 
the  most  lively  conviction  that  the  trad- 
ing and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
JBhtish  empire  are  experiencing  severe 
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ioftring,  owfasg  to  the  system  adopted  bnf 
the  present  ruler  of  the  Ereach  empire,  h|. 
restricting  the  commercial  intaroomrso  of- 
this  kingdom  with  the  oontiBent  of  Smrop^ 
and  to  the  existence  of  the  British  Ordem 
in  Council,  as  they  aftct  our  oommerco 
with  America ;  ami  that  many'tfaomaadi. 
of  the  labouring  part  of  the  communi^'l 
in  the  immediate  district  and  neighbomw 
hood  of  the  petitioners,  have,  by  the« 
means,  been  reduced  to  poverty  and  dia>. 
tress,  and  thereby  seduced  to  tmiponny 
acts  of  violence,  to  restrain  which  tlMi 
strong  arm  of  the  law  has  been  necessarii  j 
exerted  in  the  conviction  and  punishment 
of  the  offimders ;  and  the  petitioners  iea* 
treat  that  the  House  will,  under  these  cifw 
cumstances,  take  into  their  most  seriona 
considjeration  the  manner  in  which  the« 
distresses  have  been  increased  by  th^ 
monopoly  created  in  favour  of  the  Bask 
India  Company  by  that  charter  whiek 
vesu  in  them  the  exclusive  ri^^ht  of  trad# 
and  navigation  to  all  countries  compre* 
bended  between  the  Cape  of  Good  nopm 
and  the  Straits  of  Magellan ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners request  that  the  House  wow 
determine  whether  it  be  ■  conformable  to 
the  principles  of  justice  and  of  a  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy,  that  whiht  acceai 
to  these  regions  should  be  allowed,  by  tho 
Act  of  the  S7th  year  of  his  present  majesty 
to  all  nations  in  amity  vrith  this  country^ 
all  the  subjects  of  the  British  empire,  not 
clothed  with  the  privileges  of  the  East 
India  Company,  are  excluded  therefrom; 
and  that  the  petitioners  are  extremely  '  ' 
solicitous  that  all  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  without  distinctioBt 
should  on  the  expiration  of  the  present 
Charter  of  the  East  India  Company,  be  ad* 
mitted  to  a  full  participation  in  the  trade  to 
all  those  extensive  territories  comprehend- 
ed in  that  Charter,  the  petitioners  being  of 
opinion  that  such  a  measure  would  amrd 
employment  to  many  thousands  of  work- 
men  in  the  different  manufactures  of 
these  kingdoms  at  present  reduced  to  po- 
verty and  distress ;  that  it  would  create 
an  additional  nursery  for  seamen,  and 
prove  the  means  of  encreasing  the  richei^ 
the  revenue,  and  the  national  prosperity  of 
the  British  empire;  and  praymg  thf 
House  to  take  these  premises  mto  their 
most  serious  deliberaUon^  indeciding  upon 
the  further  extension  of  the  Charter  to  tho  * 
East  India  Company,  and  to  grant  such 
relief  therein  to  the  subjects  of  this  em- 
pire, engaged  in  trade  and  commerce,  as 
the  nature  of  th^  case  my  appear  to  the 
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House  to  require,  and  as  to  the  House  may 
aeem  expedient,  in  a  matter  of  such  se- 
rious importance  to  the  British  emphre/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


Sea- Water  Baths  Bill.]  Mr.  Peier 
Moore  presented  three  several  Petitions  in 
favour  of  a  Bill  before  the  House,  for  the 
erection  of  Sea  Water  Baths  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  metropolis.  The  first  Petition  was 
from  the  members  of  the  royal  college  of 
physicians,  setting  forth  the  great  utility 
of  these  Baths,  as  necessary  to  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  metropolis,  as  being  highly  beneficial 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  cure 
of  cutaneous  and  eruptive  disorders.-*The 
next  Petition  was  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Westminster,  to 
the  same  efiect,  and  the  third  Petition  was 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London, 
stating  similar  benefits  as  likely  to  arise,  if 
the  House  would  permit  the  Bill  to  pass 
into  a  law.— The  Petitions  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  F.  Moort  then  moved  the  second 
finding  of  the  above  Bill. 

Admiral  Harvey  opposed  it,  principally 
4n  the  ground  that  some  of  the  landed 
properties  in  Essex,  either  were  against  it, 
or  at  least  remained  neuter.  He  therefore 
moved,  that  instead  of"  Now,"  the  Bill  be 
read  the  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Lord  Henniker  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Moore  observed,  that  as  the  two 
bon.  members  had  objected  to  the  progress 
q{  the  Bill  in  perfect  good  humour,  and 
Bot  having  stated  one  real  solid  objection 
to  the  Bill  passing  into  a  law,  and  after 
the  royal  college  of  physicians  and  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster  had 
come  forward  in  favour  of  it,  he  thought 
the  House  would  allow  it  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee. With  respect  to  the  Bill  itself,  of 
909  persons  stated  to  be  interested  in  op- 
posing its  progress,  104  had  given  their 
ftssent,  86  were  neuier,  because  as  their 
names  were  not  in  the  papers,  they  were 
Bol  consulted,  and  only  19  dissented.  So 
that,  in  a  line  of  40  miles,  which  the  works 
jiecessary  for  completing  the  undertaking 
would  occupy,  there  were  7-8th8  of  the 
parties  interested  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  Jiume  supported  the  Bill,  as  tending 
to  the  comfort  of  the  metropolis,  and 
stated,  that  in  the  committee,  the  pro- 
posers would  be  prepared  to  prove  that 
7*8ths  of  the  county  of  Essex  had  given 
4keir  consent. 

Mr.  ihtwrn  coaceived^tbat  u  the  pub- 
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lie  would  derive  great  benefit  from  the 
erection  of  sea  water  baths,  at  least  he 
hoped  the  House  would  allow  it  lo  go  to  a 
Committee. 

The  House  divided  on  the  second  read* 
ing  now-— Ayes  17  ;  Noes  129.  Majority 
against  it  12. 


Motion  rxspbcting  Martinico  Sugars 
ADMITTED  INTO  IRELAND.]  Sir  John  New- 
port observed,  that  he  had  given  notice  of 
this  motion  last  session,  but  owing  to  the 
delay  which  generally  took  place  in  the 
printing  of  papers  relating  to  Ireland,  ha 
had  not  been  able  to  bring  it  forward  at 
that  time.  He  then  went  into  a  minute 
statement  of  a  transaction  which  had  taken 
place  in  Ireland,  in  the  year  1810.  An 
individual  had,  at  that  period,  introduced 
a  cargo  of  Martinico  sugars,  for  which  he 
was  required  to  pay  the  foreign,  instead  of 
the  British  colonial  duties, ashe  had  been  led 
to  expect  by  the  Custom-house  officers  at 
Martinico.  On  this  he  presented  a  memo* 
rial  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  stating  his  griev- 
ances, and  praying  for  a  remedy.  The 
sugars  were  then  allowed  to  be  ware- 
housed ;  and  after  a  considerable  time  part 
of  those  sugars  were  allowed  to  be  sold 
for  the  home  consumption,  the  rest  being 
liable  to  the  foreign  duties.  The  right 
hon.  baronet  censured  that  constant  inter* 
ference  of  the  Irish  executive  govern- 
ment in  revenue  affairs,  instead  of  referring 
them  to  the  treasury,  as  was  uniformly 
the  case  in  this  country.  This  interference, 
he  maintained,  would  ever  prevent  any 
proper  order  in  the  administration  of  re- 
venue, in  Ireland.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing the  following  Resolutions  :  1.  «'  That, 
on  the  31st  of  December  1810,a  Petition 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  for  admis- 
sion of  a  cargo  of  Martinico  iugars,  on 
payment  of  British  colonial  duty,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  costomSi  who-  re- 
ported that  they  could  not  be  admitted  to 
entry  but  on  payment  of  foreign  duty, 
conformably  to  the  49th  Geo.  3,  c.  6),  as 
stated  by  the  attorney  general  to  the 
board.  3.  That,  on  the  lltb  of  January, 
1811,  the  said  sugars  were  landed  on  bond 
and  stored,  in  conformity  to  the  order  of 
the  lord  lieutenant.  3.  That,  on  the  6th 
of  February,  a  Petition  for  liberty  to  dis- 
pose of  40  hogsheads  of  the  said  sugars, 
alleged  to  be  damaged,  and  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  said  cargo,  on  payment  of 
British  duty,  was  referred  to  the  board  of 
customs,  who  reported,  on  the  13th  of 
March,ihatyia  coafonnity  to  the  attomey 
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generaFiand  board  cmuiiersopiiuMi/'  thai 
tbe  said  40  hogBbeads*  and  aoch  other  part 
of  the  cargo  at  tbe  merchant  thought  fit» 
might  be  disposed  of,  on  payment  of  Bri- 
tish colonial  daty»  proTided  a  safficient 
quantity  remained  in  store  to  satisfy  the 
higher  duty,  should  the^same  be  there* 
after  required/'  they  had  ordered  the  eaid 
sugars  to  be  entered  accordingly.  4.  That, 
on  the  8th  and  9th  of  March,  250  hogs* 
heads,  part  of  the  said  sugars  were  en« 
tered  oo  payment  of  1/.  7t.  per  cwt.  in 
place  of  5tf.  9t.  5d.  the  fomgn  duty  to 
which  they  were  liable,  making  a  difier- 
ence  of  siddSt  which  balaaee  was  not 
paid  in  to  the  rerenoe  of  Ireland  ontil  the 
14th  of  January  following.  5.  That,  on 
the  15th  of  March,  the  lord  lieotennil^ 
order  was  aigpuified,  to  suspend  the  ezecv* 
tion  of  the  sud  order,  which  had  been  al« 
fttady  carried  inta  e&ct  on  the  0th  and 
9th  of  the  said  month.  0.  TM,  on  the 
26th  of  April,  another  application  for  dis^ 
charge  of  the  rest  of  the  saki  sugars,  on 
pajrnentof  British  colonial  dkity,  was  re* 
lerred  le  the  board  of  easterns,  and,  on 
tbe  aatherity  of  the  attorney  general,  no- 
gatrred,  and  payment  of  the  balance  of 
duty  ea  the  former  sugars  directed  to  be 
enforced.  7.  That  all  these  orders  were 
conf«yedfrom  the*  lord  lieutenant  to  the 
board  of  easterns  by  the  under  secretary 
in  the  ciril  department  without  the  inter- 
yention  of  the  board  of  treasury,  although 
the  35  Geo.  S,  c.  28,  s.  22,  Irish  statute,  by 
which  that  board  is  established,  entrusts  to 
it  the  duty  of  superintending  and  controuU 
ing  the  collection  and  management  of  the 
rerenue  of  Ireland  in  all  its  branches. 
8.  That,  from  June  1811  to  March  1812, 
when  the  remaining  sugars,  20O  hogshead*, 
were  entered  for  exportation  on  payment 
of  foreign  doty,  the  whole  proceedmga  in 
this  case  w^re  directed  by  the  board  of 
treasury,  communicating  with  the  board  of 
customs,  accord  ing  to  the  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  tbe  last-mentioned  act  of  parlia- 
ment.'' 

Mr.  W.  Ptik  said,  he  certainly  should 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  fol- 
lowing the  right  bon.  baronet  through  the 
details  into  whidh  he  had  though  proper 
to  enter,  particularly  as  tbe  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  admitted  that,  since  the  month 
of  April  last,  all  tbe  steps  which  had  been 
taken  in  thia  business  had  met  with  his 
approbation.  With  respect  to  the  delay 
which  took  place  lastaession,  it  arose  from 
the  unfortunate  illness  of  the  right  hon. 
baronet  himself^  and  not  because  th»  pa- 
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pars  were  not  prediice4  The  simply  fii«|| 
of  the  case  were,  that  the  person  allodat 
to  by  the  right  hon.  baronet  had  importei 
a  large  quantity  o|  Martinico  sugar  intt 
Ireland,  under  the  idea  that  he  shoul4 
only  be  charged  the  British  colonial  diH 
ties,  not  the  foreign  dutiei^  and  upon  find* 
ing  that  he  had  beien  misinform^  wiMi 
respect  to  the  law  opta  the  snfajecty  ho. 
baa  applied  to  the  execntifa  povrer  fiif 
redress.  The  riffht  hon.  baronet  had  cowr 
tended,  that  the  lord  lie«tenaot»  by  awtntf 
of  his  secretary  or  under  seewetatyi 
ought  not  to  bava  interfered*  but  that  Iht 
kiterference  with  the  reTonqe  boardit  if  il 
wee  neoeseary,  sikQold  have  been  bythil 
treasury.  This  waa  the  first  time  he  ha4 
erer  heard  il  staled,  that  if  a  person  a|N 
plied  tb  the  executive  gotveminenl,  pra^ 
mg  for  relief,  that  the  application  oaihl 
not  to  be  attended  to.  He  agreed  wHIl 
the  right  hon.  baronet,  that  when  the  in- 
terference  did  take  place,  it  wenid  havii 
been  better  if  notice  had  been  given  It 
the  treasury,  heoause,  in  all  casea  of  Uida 
kind,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  treaauey 
ought  to  be  consulted,  or  to  have  netkfa 
given  to  it  of  the  transaction.  With  r#» 
spect  to  the  present  case,  he  was  at  a  leap 
to  conceive  what  it  was  that  the  right  heik 
ban»et  complained  of:  the  revenue  hnl 
sustained  no  kes,  for  he  himself  admktei 
that  avenr  forthing  of  the  duties  had  beett 
paid.  When  the  individual  first  applied 
to  the  Irish  government,  the  opinion  4i 
the  attorney-general  wu  taken  upon  i^ 
and  upon  that  opinion  the  sugars  were  al* 
lowed  to  be  landed.  It  was  true  that  a 
part  of  these  sugars  were  allowed  to  hi 
taken  out  of  the  stores,  and  sold  for  hooM 
consumption,  paying  the  smaller  dtttio% 
and  be  would  state  the  reason  of  it  When 
this  person  imported  this  large  quantity  of  ^ 
Martinico  sugars  into  Ireland,  he  had  ei^ 
tered  into  several  engagements  which  he 
meant  to  liquidate  with  the  produce  of 
these  sugars,  and  in  consequence  of  as 
application  firom  himi  he  was  allowed  to 
sell  a  part  of  the  sugars ;  but  enough  waa 
reccired  in  the  king's  stores  to  cover  thfft 
whole  of  the  foreign  duties,  not  only  upon 
what  was  sold,  but  upon  what  was  retain* 
ed  in  the  stores.  If  this  permission  had 
not  been  granted,  the  man  must  have  be^ 
come  a  bankrupt,  and  it  appeared  very 
hard  to  place  a  man  in  that  sttua(tte% 
when  he  had  property  to  so  large  amount 
in  the  king's  warehouses.  Upon  thn 
whole,  ha  waa  at  a  loss  to  ceaceive  wte 
wis  tM  cesiplaini  which  the  righl  hm^ 
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baronet  intended  to  make  against  the  go- 
▼ernment  of  Ireland.  The  case  of  this  in- 
dividual had  been  examined  with  the 
.greatest  c.are  and  attention,  and  it  was  not 
pretended  that  the  revenue  had  sustained 
the  slightest  loss.  Under  th^se  circam- 
ttances,  he  should  certainly  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Pamell  condemned  generally  the 
policy  on  which  the  financial  concerns  of 
Ireland  were  conducted. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  said,  this 
was  the  most  extraordinary  motion  he  had 
ever  known  to  be  attempted  to  be  brought 
before  the  House.  No  ground  had  been 
laid  before  them,  no  character  had  been 
given  to  the  resolutions  either  of  praise  or 
blame;  and  as  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House  had  been  already  taken  up  to  no 
purpose,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move  the 
previous  question. 

Sir  /.  Newport  insisted  that  a  character 
had  been  given  to  the  resolutions.  One 
of  them  particularly  complained,  that  the 
regulation  of  the  duties  on  excise  and  cus- 
toms had  been  assumed  and  acted  on  by 
the  executive  power,  without  any  applica- 
tion to  the  board  of  treasury,  to  which  de- 
partment they  belonged.  That  when  he 
shewed  this  to  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Irish  Exchequer  he  was  absolutely  amazed 
at  the  transaction,  and  could  scarcely 
bring  himself  to  credit  it :  but  the  fact 
was,  that  of  which  another  of  the  resolu- 
tions complained,  namely,  that  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  had  a  preponderating  in- 
fluence in  Ireland,— -that  he  was  the  sole 
organ  of  government,  and  no  other  person 
had  any  will  under  it.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  himself  had  frequently  pro- 
claimed it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  now 
folly  evinced.  He  was  therefore  sur- 
prised the  right  hon.  gentleman  should 
have  slept  in  with  the  previous  question. 

A  division  then  took  place  on  the  origi- 
nal question.  For  the  Resolutions  11; 
Against  them  36. 

Exportation  of  Irish  Spirits.]  Mr. 
Wharton  brought  up  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Suspension  of  the  Ex- 
portation of  Spirits  from  Ireland.  On  the 
notion  that  it  be  agreed  to. 

Sir  J.  Newport  intreated  government  not 
to  protract  any  measures  which  they 
might  have  in  view  for  the  relief  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  in  the  present  scarcity 
of  grain.  Every  day's  post  brought  ad- 
ditional proofs  of  the  existence  and  the 
pretiora  of  that  icarcity,  and  he  hoped  the 
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right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  was  sensi- 
ble  of  the  serious  responsibility  nnder 
which  he  laboured  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  assured  the  right  boo.  ba« 
ronet,  that  he  was  fully  sensible  of  the  se- 
rious responsibility  which  attached  to  him 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  To 
be  reminded  of  this,  he  need  only  look  at 
the  public  prints  in  Ireland,  in  which, 
while  on  the  one  hand  the  distresses  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  exaggerated  in  the 
most  unjustifiable  manner,  a  kind  of  pror 
clamation  was  issued  on  the  other  for  vi- 
siting all  those  distresses  on  his  head. 
Still,  however,  he  was  firmly  determined 
not  to  come  forward  and  propose  to  par- 
liament what  he  could  not  but  consider  a 
most  calamitous  measure,  namely,  the 
total  stoppage  of  the  distillation  from  grain, 
until  he  should  be  in  possession  of  docu- 
ments of  so  cogent  a  nature  as  to  shew  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  such  a  proceed- 
ing. Whenever  that  might  be  the  case, 
he  trusted  that  he  should  not  be  found  dis- 
posed to  shrink  from  his  duty.  He  admit- 
ted that  every  post  did,  bring  additional 
information  on  this  subject  of  an  unplea- 
sant nature,  and  that  the  post  of  this  day 
had  conveyed  to  him  the  unwelcome  in- 
telligence, that  corn  in  Ireland  was  still 
higher  even  than  he  anticipated  it  would 
be;  but  he  repeated,  that  government 
kept  a  watchful  eye  on  what  was  pasnng 
in  that  country,  and  that  they  might  per- 
haps soon  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  pro- 
pcMe  further  measures  to  counteract  the 
evil. 

Sir  John  Newport  disclaimed  all  inten- 
tion of  throwing  any  censure  on  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  liis  information  had 
been  derived,  not  from  the  Irish  news- 
papers, but  from  respectable  individuals, 
some  of  whom  were  known  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  and  who  entertained  for 
him  a  high  regard. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  Bill 
ordered  accordingly. 

Irish  Finance  Committbb.]  SW  John 
Newport,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had 
given,  rose,  to  move  for  the  addition  of 
six  members  to  the  committee  foe  exa« 
mining  into  the  state  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  in  Ireland.  Among  the  names 
he  should  propose,  were  those  of  Mr. 
Shaw,  of  Dublin,  Mr.  Johnstone,  and  lord 
Archibald  Hamilton.  On  the  name  of 
the  first  of  those  gentlemen  being  put 
from  the  chair, 

Mr.  Pole  said,  the  foci  wa«»  that  theret 
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wem  mwmi  docmttiNiu  whioh  W9t%  mU 
ccMAiy  for  Uie  committM  to  h%f9  Mem 
them,  «vhtch  were  not  yet  pradooed^  and 
that  the  thki  attendaAce  wat  not  attriba- 
table  to  any  neglect  on  the  pait  of  tho 
meobera.  He  conMdercd»  therefore^  thai 
any  addition  was  wholly  oonecettary. 

Sit  J.  Nmppmt  said,  that  while  the  right 
hen.  eentleman  admitted  the  liM^t  of  noo^ 
attendance,  he  teemed  to  consider  it  no 
CTil.  It  was  extraordinary  thai  he  shoold 
appear  to  suppose  that  the  committee 
werr  to  meet  or  not  as  he  pleased  lo 
direct. 

"  The  CtoKsOor  qf  the  BMdniqiUf  hoped 
the  right  hon.  baronet  had  never  foond 
any  disposition  not  to  acoommodate,  and 
he  was^uitesore  that  if  the  right  hoa« 
baronet  had  any  proposition  to  make  at 
a«y  time  to  the  committee,  he,  f»r  his 
party  woold  be  nwst  desiroos  to  meet  his 
wishes.  He  was  satis6ed  that  a  safficient 
namber  of  meml»ers  were  present  if  a»y 
boainem  was  before  them. 

Sir  /.  Newport^  though  he  shovU  not 
prem  a  division,  yet  he  protested  against 
the  opposition  made  to  his  motion.  The 
commfttee  had  been  appohited  last  set* 
sfoo,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  throne» 
and  nothing  had  yet  been  done  of  any 
cottteqoenoe;  it  was  a  delusion  open  the 
oooBtiy^  and  he  therefore  hoped,  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  about  to  pro- 
pose lord  Castlereagh's  name  to  be  added 
to  the  committee,  that  he  would  substi- 
late  it  in  the  place  of  his,  as  lie  could  not 
remain  a  member  where  he  could  be  of 
nosenrice. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  expressed  his  concern  at 
the  wish  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  whose 
services  on  the  committee  were  so  highly 
▼aloable,  and  whose  absence  from  it  would 
be  so  severely  felt.  He  assured  him 
th«t  is  fhr  as  his  business  would  permit, 
ho  would  give  bis  attendance  to  the  com* 
mttlee,  and  endeavour  to  meet  his  wishes. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn,  and 
the  name  of  lord  Castlereagh  added  to  the 
committee. 

EzPoaTj^oM  OF  RicB.]  Mr.  I^fiUlUm 
not  seeing  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  In  his  plsce,  begged  to  ask  oi, 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  was  correct  in  cer« 
tain  infomhitton  he  had  received,  that 
there  were  at  this  moment  ships  in  the 
river,  having  cargoes  of  rice  on  board, 
with  licences  to  proceed  with  the  same  |o 
porta  in  France. 

(VOL.XXIL) 
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No  answor  being  giveiif 

Mr  WkiOrUd  said,  that  though  tho 
Vice-Piresident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
not  present,  still  he  thought,  when  theap* 
pearance  of  scarcity  was  so  alarming  aft 
It  was  at  this  moment,  that  it  would  be 
becoming  in  the  right  hon.  gentlemi4 
to  give  some  answer  to  the  questioa 
which  had  been  put  to  him>  by  his  hon. 
friend ;  or,  if  he  was  not  prepared'  to  di 
so  now,  that  the  matter  shookl  stand  over 
till  t9*morrsw^  and  that,  in  the  moui 
time,  the  sailing  of  any  vessels  in  sock 
circumstances  shoold  be  suspended. 

The  OkmeeUor  <tftke  Ei^eguer  said,  ho 
imdentood  the  question  to  be,  whether  theft 
Were  not  some  vessels  in  the  river,  havihlr 
licences  to  France,  with  net  on  board T 
He  was  not  aware  whether  there'  were  at 
were  not  any  vessels  In  that  8ittiati<m« 
There,  no  doubt  had  been  licences  grant* 
ed  to  export  articles  not  prol^ibited,  atii 
as  the  law  stood  there  beinj^  nothing  1^ 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  nee,  that  aiv 
ticle  of  course  would  be  compi'ehende4 
under  the  general  licence.  There  had 
recently,  he  believed,  been  a  communica- 
tion made  on  the  subject  of  tho  scArcitr 
of  this  article,  in  consequence  of  whic^ 
in  all  licences  since  granted,  the  Word 
<«  Rice*'  had  been  excluded.  How  far  ft 
would  have  been  proper,  as  rice  was  no! 
a' prohibited  article,  to  prevent  the  expor* 
tationof  any  cargo  already  shipped  under 
a  licence  previously  granted,  he  thought 
was  a  matter  of  serious  consideration.  1% 
seemed  to  him  to  be  extremely  doobtfd 
how  far,  in  these  circumstances,  a  mer^ 
chant  ought  to  be  deprived  of  the  best 
market  he  could  get ;  and  it  even  seemed 
to  be  of  serious  consideration,  whether  tho 
knowledge  of  such  a  regulation  miaht  not 
prevent  the  importation  of  the  artic^,  par- 
ticularlyfrom  America. 

Mr.  imtbread  thought  the  first  questioa 
was,  what  would  be  the  best  mode  of  ap« 
plying  the  rice  now  in  this  country,  whe- 
ther to  keep  it  to  ourselves,  or  to  export 
it  for  the  use  of  our  enemies  ?  As  to  what 
liad  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
in  regard  to  America,  he  confessed  he  waa 
surprised  that  the. right  hon.  geptleman 
should  have  made  any  reference  to  that 
country,  when  he  considered  in  what  is-  * 
toation  he  himself  stood— who  he  was— ■ 
and  what  had  been  bis  conduct  in  regard 
to  America.'  He  really  thought,  in  thp 
situation  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentle^* 
man  stood,  he  needed  not  have  applied 
••y  of  fate  genend  prinoiplos  to 
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The  Chancellor  qf  ihe  Exchcauer  said,  he 
bad  not  forgotten  who  or  what  he  was^ 
but  had  thrown  out  what  he  had  said  only 
as  reasons  against  interfering  with  licences 
already  granted. 

Mr.  Lyttleton  hoped  he  should  have  re- 
ceived a  more  pointed  answer,  whether 
licences  were,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country,  granted  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  so  necessary  an  article* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
bad  already  stated,  that  many  licences 
bad  been  granted  generally,  which  com- 
prehended rice,  as  not  being  a  prohibited 
article.  Since  communications  on  the 
subject  bad  been  made  to  the  Board  of 


was  in  receipt  of  5,000/.  as  President  of 
the  Board  of  Controul,  ascending  together 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  17,000/.  a  year. 
He  put  it  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
over  the  way,  whether  this  amount  of 
public  money  was  not  too  much  to  be  as- 
signed to  one  individual.  He  nnderstood, 
that  lord  Melville  bad  thought  right  to 
relinquish  the  tellership  of  the  Exchequer 
he  formerly  held,  and  was  content  with 
the  5,000/.  per  annum  be  obtained  as  first 
lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He  trusted  thai 
this  act  of  liberality  would  have  its  duo 
effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  earl  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, and  concluded  by  moving 
"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 


Trade,  the  article  of  rice  had  been  uniform-    copies  of  all  warrants  under  his  Majesty'! 
]y  excepted  ;  but  if  the  hon.  gentleman    sign  manual,  directing 


meant  to  contend,  that  where  the  licences 
had  been  granted  generally,  and  cargoes 
of  rice  had  been  snipped,  the  exportation 
ought  still  to  be  stopped,  be  had  not  the 
smallest  doubt  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  require  an  act  of  parliament  for  that 
|iurpose. 

Here  the  matter  ended. 

Presidbnt  OF  THE  Board  ofControvl.] 
Mr.  Creevey  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  no- 
tice, to  move  for  copies  of  the  Patents, 
under  which  lord  Melville,  and  the  earl 
of  Buckinghamshire,  were  appointed  to 
the  office  of  President  of  the  Board  of 
Controul.     He  observed,  that  in   1784^ 
when  the  Board  of  Controul  was  nomU 
nated,  none  of  the  members  belonging  to 
which  were  to  receive  salary,  but  the  Pre- 
sident had  been  allowed  2,000/.  per  an* 
num,  which  be  received  up  to  last  year. 
In  that  session,  a  Bill  was  brought  in  for 
iU  augmentation,  and  22,000/.  had  been 
▼oted  for  that  purpose^     His  object,  there- 
fore, by  this  motion  was,  to  ascertain 
what  further  sum  had  been  given  to  lord 
Melville  who  lately  beld,  and  to   lord 
Buckinghamshire,    who    now    filled   the 
office  of  President  of  the  Board.    The 
former  of  these  noblemen  bad  been  in 
possession  of  a  a  Scotch  sinecure,  produc- 
ing 2,500/.  per  annum,  of  the  place  of  lord 
privy  seal  of  Scotland,  yielding  3,500/. 
and  of  5,000/.  under  the  act  of  last  session, 
making  togetber  tO.OOO/.  a  year.    The 
earl  of  Buckinebamshire  bad  a  sinecure 
and  salary,  as  having  served  the  office  of 
chief  secretary  for  Ireland,  of  1 1,000/. 
Der  annum,  besides  1,500/.  given  to  him 
oy  the  £^t  India  Company,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  having  served  the  office  of  go- 
vernor of  Madras,  and  lua  lordship  now 


ecting  the  amount  of  the 
salaries  to  lord  viscount  Melville,  late 
President  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  and 
to  the  earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  now  Pre* 
sident  of  the  Board  of  Controul,  under 
and  hy  virtue  of  the  act  51  Greo.  S,c.  75.'' 
The  Chancellor  qftht  ErcAtf^uer  observed, 
that  undoubtedly  one  object  of  tbe  act  of 
last  session  was  to  increase  tbe  salary  of 
Mr.  Dundas,  who  then  discharged  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  alluded  to.    He  admitted  that  it 
bad  been  strenuously  resisted  by  tbe  hon. 
gentleman,  but  bis  objections  had  been 
over*ruled  by  the  better  judgment  of  the 
House.     Lord  Melville,  however,  upon 
his  nomination  to  the  situation  he  now 
beld,  had  resigned  the  office  previously 
occupied  by  his  late  father,  of  privy  seal 
of  Scotland,  with  the  salary  annexed  to  it* 
If  the  hon.  gentleman  expected  that  sine- 
cure offices  were  to  be  held  without  tbe 
receipt  of  any  salary,  it  was  a  new  pHn- 
ciple  not  yet  recognized  by  parliament. 
Individuals  who  under  the  last  administra- 
tion held  situations  to  whicb  no  public 
duty  was  attached,  did  not  think  it  ne* 
cessary  to  set  an  example  wbich  waa  now 
considered  so  laudable.    It  would  not  now 
be  denied  that  the  earl  of  Buckingham- 
shire was  entitled  to  an  adequate  reward 
for  the  execution  of  public  duties  of  great 
importance,  but,  filling  this  new  office 
under  the  East  India  Company,  he  had 
thooght  it  right  to  reaien  the  annuity  of 
1,500/.  as  governor  of  Madras.    As  the 
the  papers  now  required  would  in  the  re- 
gular course  of  business  be  laid  before  par- 
liament, he  thought  the  motion  unneces* 
sary,  but  if  it  were  persisted  in  he  should 
not  resist  it. 

Mr.  Wkkbread  wished  to  put  a  question 
of  lome  importance  U>  ihe  light  boa*  the 


461] 


Ofiou  m  Refxnim  Bill. 


April  10,  1813. 


[SGt 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  the  pension  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Controol  depended 
upon  the  continuance  of  the  East  India 
Company's  charter?  If  so,  considering 
also  his  former  attachment,  it  appeared 
that  the  earl  of  Buckinghamshire  must 
hare  a  -direct  and  ohyious  interest  in  sup- 
porting the  monopoly  so  gprieyously  com- 
plained of  by  the  nation. 

The  Chancellor  ttfthe  Exchequer  thought 
it  extremely  probable  that  the  grant  de- 
pended upon  the  contingency  of  the 
renewal  of  the  charter.  He  could  not 
see  why  the  previous  employment  of  his 
lordship  should  render  him  unfit,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  to  fill  the  office 
of  President  of  the  Board  of  Controul. 
Certain  it  was  that  there  was  no  legal  in- 
GompetencTj  and  no  other  objection  could 
be  assigned. 

Mr.  fVhuhread,\e9Lw\ng  the  earl  of  Buck- 
ingamshire  out  of  the  question,  thought 
that  he  might  assume,  from  the  known 
modyes  that  influenced  men  in  general, 
that  any  other  person  but  the  noble  earl 
might  be  induced  more  strenuously  to 
support  a  cause  in  the  success  of  which 
he  was  so  largely  interested.  He  was  not 
surprized  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  fixed  upon  an  interested  individual, 
considering  the  |;reat  difficulty  he  had 
found  in  discovering  persons  who  would 
consent  to  serve  under  him. 

The  Motion  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Friday,  April  10. 

Ofpicbs  in  Reversion  Bill.]  The 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Offices  Reversion  Bill.  On  the  clause 
being  read  for  limiting  the  duration  of  the 
Bill  to  the  28th  of  February,  1814, 

Earl  Grotvenor  rose  to  move  his  pro- 
posed amendment.  This  he  had  resolved 
to  submit  to  their  lordships,  though  by  no 
means  certain,  that  it  was  the  exact  course 
which  he  ought  to  pursue.  He  had  felt 
considerable  difficulty  in  deciding  in  his 
own  mind,  whether  he  ought  not  rather  to 
have  abandoned  the  Bill  to  its  fate,  or 
whether  he  ought  not  to  have  proposed 
the  immediate  abolition  of  the  practice  of 
ffranting  Offices  in  Reversion ;  but  consi- 
dering the  length  of  time  to  which  he 
should  move  to  extend  the  suspension,  it 
might  certainly  be  virtually  considered  as 
nn  abolition.  His  lordship  then  adverted 
to  the  strange  <;onduct  of  ministers^  with 


regard  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 
They  had  agreed  that  this  was  a  mere 
trifle,  a  nugatory  measure;  and  yet,  though 
it  was  looked  to  with  great  anxiety  by  the 
people,  they  had  klways  contrived  to  get 
rid  of  it  without  doing  any  thing.  He 
was  sorry  not  to  see  the  President  of  the 
Council  in  his  place,  (lord  Sidmouth,) 
who  had  strenuously  supported  the  aboli* 
tion ;  but  he  hoped  that  noble  viscount 
would  appear  in  the  House  before  the  close 
of  the  discussion,  and  repeat  his  former 
sentiments.  He  trusted  be  would  at  last 
persuade  his  colleagues  to  adopt  bis  opi- 
nion. After  considering  the  absurdity  of 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill,  which  he  'had 
particularly  noticed  on  a  former  occasiont 
he  asked  why  the  law  offices  were  ex* 
cepted  ?  It  might  be  said  that  this  would 
much  diminish  the  emoluments  of  some  of 
the  judges, — emoluments,  which  they  had 
been  taught  to  calculate  upon,  when  they 
accepted  their  situations  ;  but  where  was 
the  difficulty  in  this?  A  remuneration 
might  be  granted  to  the  present  judges; 
and  those  who  might  succeed  (hem  would 
have  no  reason  to  complain,  as  they  would 
be  fully  aware  of  the  new  regulation.  Ht 
declared,  that  in  reprobating*  as  he  did, 
this  practice  of  granting  offices  in  reve^^ 
sion,  he  had  no  intention  to  cast  any  per* 
sonal  stigma  on  those  who  at  present  held 
them.  Many  noble  and  honourable  men 
who  held  such  situations,  had  acquired  their 
right  to  them  before  they  could  know  the 
meaning  of  the  word  reversion.  Many  of 
them  were  probably  in  the  first  stage  of 
infancy  when  they  were  made  reversion* 
ists ;  and  therefore  to  be  such,  could  in 
them  be  considered  as  no  crime.  He  con* 
eluded  by  moving,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  suspension,  instead  of  being  continued 
till  ]814>,  should  be  continued  till  ]840« 
If  this  amendment  should  be  adopted,  ht 
would  then  move  some  alteration  in  tht 
preamble,  in  order  to  make  the  Bill  con- 
sistent. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderduie  presumed  it  was 
the  intention  of  his  noble  friend,  if  his 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  to  propose  an 
amendment  in  the  preamble,  to  leave 
out  the  words  referring  to  proceedings 
now  pending  in  the  House  ot  Commons^ 
otherwise  it  would  be  in  truth  a  most 
alarming  symptom,  that  an  enquiry  pend- 
ing  in  the  House  of  Commons,  with  a  view 
to  the  reform  of  abuses,  was  to  last  till  the 
year  1 840.  He  would,  however,  support 
the  amendment,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
repeated  discniiioQs,  upon  this  subject, 
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whicb  be  tboogbt  tended  gromlj  to  mit* 
lead  the  poblic,  and  engender  a  nppos- 
tion  that  an  important   faring  coold  be 
made,  which    waa  not    the   fact.     The 
whole  nofnber  of  oflficef  held  in  reversion 
(with  the  exception  of  three  to  which  re* 
golations  were  already  applied  on  the  ter- 
mination of  the  existing  interetu,)  did  not 
tmoant  to  more  than  forty,  and  the  whole 
•um   to    be   taTed,  supposing   even  the 
whole  of  theie  offices  to  be  aboluhed, 
which  «vas  no  part  of  the  present  measure, 
would  not  amount  to  more  than  35,000/. 
per  annum.     It  was  th^rf  fore  misleading 
the  public  to  attach  any  importance  to  this 
Bill/  which  in  truth  would  effect  nothing 
for  their  benefit.    With  regard  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  he  was  folly  per* 
tuaded  it  would  not  be  at  all  reducea  by 
•och  means.     Instead  of  diminishing  that 
influence,  he  rather  thought  the  abolition 
of  this  practice  of  granting  offices  in  re- 
Tersion  would  increaseit.  But.iti II, though 
he  thought  the  measure  perfectly  nuga- 
tory, to  say  the  least  of  it, — though  he 
thought  that  it  was  deceiving  the  people  to 
bold  out  any  expectations  of  relief  from  it, 
be  should    vote    for  his    noble    friend's 
amendment, 'because  it  would  prevent  that 
constant  diiicussion  on  the  subject,  which 
bad  the  pernicious  c^ect  of  making  the 
people  believe  that  corruption  was  chiefly 
prevalent  among  the  higher  ranks,  and  in 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.     This,  he 
contended,   was  a  mistake.      The  direct 
influence  of  the  crown  was  much  less  now 
in  the  two  Houses,  and  had  been  lesssmce 
bis    political    career    commenced,    than 
•t  a  former  period.     (Hear!  hear!   from 
the  ministerial  benches ;    a  smile,  and  a 
movement  of   dissent  from   lord   Grey.) 
He  maintained    that  this  was  the  fact. 
Thirty  or  forcv  parliamentary  offices  had 
been  abolished  ;   and  with  respect  to  the 
army  and  navy,  it  was  an  ascertained  fact, 
that  at  the  end  of  sir  Robert  Walpole's  ad- 
ministration there  were   more  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy  in  parliament  than 
there  were   at  the  present  moment.    It 
was  not  in  parliament,  but  in  the  country 
at  large,  thut  the  influence  of  the  crown 
bad  increased,  and  in  the  country  at  large, 
owing  to  the  immense  increase  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  the  revenue,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  had  enormously  in- 
creased.   In  order  to  prove  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  was  much  more  pre- 
valent out  of  doors  than  in  parliament,  he 
bad  only  to  observe,  that  two  dissolutions 
of  parliament  had  lately  taken  place  much 
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more  speedily  tbaa  ibej  woold  h>vedo»c^ 
if  the  crown  bad  been  ae  much  mora 
powerfal  in  parliament  than  out  of  it.  The 
perpetaal  agitauon  of  this  qocaiioo,  nnd 
the  hopes  held  not  from  it,  bad  the  far* 
ther  pemicioas  efiect  of  tnraiog  ihp  atten- 
tion of  the  people  from  obfecta  of  infinitely 
more  importance  to  tbeir  intereau.  The 
reversions  to  be  sospended  by  this  Bill,  be 
repeated,  woold  hardly  amoomto  S5,000iL 
a  year  in  the  whole.  What  relief  woold 
such  a'aaving  afllord  in  an  expenditore  of 
about  eighty  millions  ?  It  was  a  perfect 
farce  to  talk  of  such  a  thing  ;  and  be  was 
satisfied  that  if  the  people  were  really 
aware  of  how  little  advantage  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  practice  of  granting  offices  in 
reversion  would  be  to  them,  the  measure 
would  efiectoally  lose  its  popularity.  It 
was  from  the  unfounded  expectation  of 
relief  from  it,  that  it  had  so  much  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  people.  Soch  were 
his  opinions  on  this  sobject,«-certainly 
not  influenced  by  any  expectation  of  pro* 
curing  a  reversionary  grant  for  bimaelf. 
The  course  of  his  political  life  had  not 
been  such  as  to  warrant  any  charge  of  the 
kind  against  him.  But  for  the  reason 
which  he  had  stated,  he  should  certainly 
vote  for  the  amendment,  with  the  ooder« 
standing,  that  if  it  should  be  carried,  the  ae- 
ceHsary  alteration  to  make  the  Bill  constat- 
ent  should  be  made  in  the  preamble. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  agreed,  that,  in  an 
abstract  point  of  view,  the  measure  was 
one  of  very  little  importance,  and  the  ef- 
fect likely  to  be  produced  by  it  next  to 
nothing.  He  did  not  think,  however,  that 
the  agitation  of  the  measure,  which  ex- 
tended to  every  denomination  of  persons 
throughout  the  country,  could  be  consider- 
ed as  casting  any  reflection  on  memhen 
of  parliament.  The  public,  he  conceived, 
from  the  frequent  discussion  of  this  mea- 
sure, expected  their  lordships  to  torn  their 
minds  to  the  consideration  of  public  abuses 
in  general— and  the  system  of  siftecures 
and  reversions  he  considered  a  monstrous 
abu6e.  In  point  of  principle  therefore,  he 
thought  this  Bill  of  im|)ortance;  and  he 
would  vote  for  it,  and  for  any  extension 
his  noble  friend  thought  fit  to  propose. 

£arl  Gre^  did  not  intend  to  have  ad- 
dressed their  lordships  on  the  present 
auestion,  on  which  he  had  so  repeatedly 
elivered  his  sentiments  ;  but  he.thoiiprht 
it  indispensable,  not  so  much  to  ^rgue  that 
which  had  been  so  often  argued  before# 
as  to  disclaim  any  participation  in  the 
opinions  sUt^  by  bu  noble  friend  (loid 
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Lauderdale,)  on  the  graat  qaesUon  of  eco- 
nomical reibrm,  always  of  importance, 
bot  particularly  so  at  the  present  moment. 
His  noble  friend's  w\mm  of  this  subject* 
and  his  reasoning  on  it,  he  thought  ex* 
tremely  erroneous.  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  attached  much  importance  to 
the  immediate  operation  of  this  measure-* 
but  to  the  principle  he  attached  a  great 
deal.  Because,  in  times  like  these,  be 
would  wish  to  shew  to  the  people^  Ibis 
country,  suffering  under  excessive  bur* 
denSf  that  parliament  were  anxious  to  re« 
lieve  them— and,  #hen  a  oueatioa  eif  re« 
form  was  agitated,  it  wa«  ot  great  importp 
ance  that  it  should  be  carried  into  efiJMet 
He  knew  three  oflkes  in  reversion,  which, 
<»  that  very  account,  could  not  be  regn* 
kted  by  parliament.  The  places  thus 
held,  be  believed,  prodnced  an  annuel 
sum  of  ao,0(X)/.  Beins  held  in  reversion, 
parliament  looked  on  Uktm  in  the  light  of 
a  freehold  property,  which  they  eooki  not 
Sooch<— but,  if  it  were  not  for  that  circum* 
stance,  they  would,  probably,  have  been 
nbolished.  It  might  be  said,  that  at  the 
time  these  reversions  were  granted,  the 
emoluments  were  not  so  great  as  at  pre* 
pent—but  had  become  large,  in  conse« 
qoence  of  the  increased  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  the  enlarged  scale  of  expen- 
ditore,  which  were  not  contemplated  at 
the  period  of  the  grant.  Bot  how  did  he 
know,  that  there  were  not  others  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  and  subject  to  a  similar  in- 
crease, if  they  persiaied  in  permitting  the 
system  to  be  continued?  A  variety  of 
considerations  convinced  him  of  the  pro- 
priety of  abolishing  reversions  and  sine- 
cures. Such  a  measure  would  lessen  the 
expenditure  of  the  country,  snd  diminish 
the  influence  of  the  crown.  He,  therefore, 
would  much  rather  see  a  permanent  Bill 
than  that  which  had  been  introduced. 
The  noble  earl  (Lauderdale)  had  told 
Ihem,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  in 
parliament  was  diminished— -that  was  the 
direct  influence.  He  was  aware  of  that— 
But  his  noble  friend,  he  was  sure,  was  too 
accurate  a  reasonec  on  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  time,  not  to  know,  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
jn  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  had  greatly 
Increased.  The  increase  of  the  army  and 
navy,  the  increased  expenditure,  and  the 
enlargement  of  the  public  establishments, 
all  contributed  to  produce  thiseflect ;  be- 
eause  numbers  wenki  be  swayed  by  the 
bope  or  expectation  of  procuring  provl- 
Aoa  for   ihemselvet  or  their  &inilici. 


Looking  to  these  circumstancMb  he  cousin 
desed  toe  inflocooe  of  the  crown,  as  twenly 
times  greater  than  what  it  was  at  thejMh 
riods  spoken  of  by  bis  noble  friend.  Tbo 
army  and  the  navy  were  greater  noir  tha« 
atany  former  mra  in  oor  history.  I/Mking 
to  the  power  of  France,  tbey  could  not  bo 
redttOfl^.  Even  if  peace  were  restored,  (if 
indeed,  the  country  shonld#ver  ;witnessiie 
return,)  could  they,  under  all  the  pircum* 
stances,  diminish  the  miliury  establisb-' 
ment  ?  Could  they  kwk  to  a  reduction  of 
the  revenue  necessary  to  support  that  estOf* 
blisbment?  CerUinly  not — What  then 
cookl  be  done  to  lessen  the  influeooe  of 
the  crown,  which  was  thus  supported  I 
Coold  the  right  to  make  appointmenta 
connected  with  tboae  establishments  bo 
taken  from  the  crown  ?  It  could  not  Tho 
influence  must,  remain.  There  might  bo 
regulations  ;  bot  the  influence  couki  not 
be  done  away.  As  to  the  direct  inflo* 
ence,  be  conceived  that  the  present  mea^ 
sure,  as  amended,  would  tena  to  decrease 
it.  It  did  not  go  90  far  as  he  couki  wish  ; 
but  be  approved  of  it,  as  it  was  fooode4 
on  the  principle  of  economy,  and  held  one 
a  sort  of  promise,  he  trusted  he  might  say 
a  pledge,  which  be  hoped  would  be  sup* 
ported^  that  the  House  would  seriously  sot 
to  work  to  do  away  those  abuses,  which 
it  was  in  their  power  to  remove.  His  no4 
ble  friend  had  observed,  that  the  gift  of  a 
place  in  reversion  was  not  so  likely  to 
create  influence  as  one  in  possession.  But 
he  (earl  Grey)  believed,  that  if  one  of  the 
tellershipsof  the  Exchequer  now  became- 
vacant,  the  monarch  would  have  it  in  his 
power  to  grant  it  both  in  possession  and 
reversion.  He  wished  the  amount  of  the 
saving  that  would  be  produced  to  the  pub* 
lie  was  likely  to  be  grealer,  but,  however 
small  it  miffht  be,  he  considered  the  prin- 
ciple as  entitled  to  support.  He  would  be 
as  unwilling  as  any  man  to  hold  out  to  the 
people  any  lure  which  might  divert  their 
attention  from  objecu  of  greater  magni* 
tude — but  he  thoueht  it  a  strange  mode  of 
reasoning,  when  the  country  complained 
of  great  evils,  and  a  measure  calculated' to 
do  some  good  was  proposed,  that  it  abould 
not  be  supported,  ))ecause  its  operation 
was  not  very  extensive.  If  the  peopio 
saw,  as  on  former  occasions,  that  the  wbolo 
power  of  the  4;ovemment  was  exerted  in 
opposition  to  a  measure  wfaich  that  goverw» 
ment  itself  spoke  of  as  unimportant,  what 
bope  could  they  have  of  focceedjng  in 
having  their  weightier  grievnacaa  ro* 
dnsied  \    On  many  poinu   ha  «raa  1^ 
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DMrebantfl,  manufacturers,  and  ship  owners 
of  the  town  of  Dundee,  was  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

'«That  they  think  it  their  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  approach- 
ing discussion  on  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter  of  the  East  India  Company  ;  and  that, 
were  the  trade  presently  monopolized  by 
that  company  laid  open  to  the  individual 
•nterprize  and  capital  of  British  merchants, 
it  would,  in  2c  great  measure,  make  up  for 
the  present  exclusion  from  the  continen- 
tal markets ;  and  that  the  policy  which 
dictated   the  withholding    charters   from 
the  former  established  companies,  applies 
equally  to  the   withholding  that  of  the 
East  India  Company,  and  would,  in  like 
manner,  be  followed  by  an  increase   of 
maritime  and  commercial  resources  to  the 
whole   empire ;   and  that,  while  it    has 
been  deemed  expedient  to  restrict    the 
commerce  of  neutrals,  in  order  to  coun- 
teract the  anti»commercial  decrees  of  the 
French  gOTernment,  yet  the  India  trade  is 
open  to  al  1  the  world  except  the  British  mer- 
chant, the  monopoly  thereby  operating 
directly  in  favour  of  foreign  nations ;  and 
that,  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  American  merchants  have  carried 
away  a  great  part  of  the  China  trade  for- 
merly enjoyed  by  the  East  India  Company, 
and  have  been  able  to  undersell  them  m 
many  of  the  European  markets,  thereby 
shewing  the  superiority  of  individual  in- 
dustry,  economy,  and  enterprize,  when 
opposed  to  the  negligence  and  prodigality 
of  a  joint  stock  company;  and  that  al- 
though at  the  time  of  the  original  grant  of 
the  company's  charte)-,  it  required  the 
fostering  hand  of  government  to  encourage 
the  East  India  trade,  yet  this  state  of  things 
had  long  since  ceased,  the  wealth  of  the 
oommunity  was  then  comparatively  small, 
and  required  the  joint  capital  of  a  number 
of  merchants  to  undertake  any  enterprize 
of  magnitude ;  but,  while  the  empire  has 
increased  in  strength,  in  riches,  and  in  im- 
portance, the  eye  of  the  British  merchant 
is  naturally  turned  to  the  East  for  the  em- 
ployment of  his  industry,  his  wealth,  and 
capital ;  and  that,  while  a  free  trade  to 
India  would  not  only  turn  the  wealth  ac- 
quired by  the  foreign  merchant  into  the 
pockets  of  the  subjects  of  this  country, 
but  would  be  the  means  of  increasing  our 
revenue  and  maritime  resources,  it  would 
not  be  the  least  acquisition  that  the  trade 
hitherto  confined  to  the  port  of  London 
would  circulate  through  the  whole  empire, 
liiertby  opeaiog  a  fold- far  the  capital 


and  enterprize  of  every  merchant,  in 
whatever  part  of  the  kingdom  he  may  be 
situated  ;  and  that,  finally  while  the  Pe- 
titioners would  intreat  that  the  trade  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Straits  of 
Magellan  be  no  more  excluded  from  the 
great  body  of  the  British  merchants,  yet 
they  hereby  disavow  all  interference  with 
any  rights,  territorial  or  political,  which 
may  be  enjoyed  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany ;  arid  praying  the  House  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  to  them  shall  appear  best 
adapted  to  promote  the  commerce  and 
prosperity  of  the  empire/' 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants  manufac* 
tuiers  and  shipowners  of  the  burgh  of  Ar- 
broath, county  of  Forfar,  was  also  pre- 
sented and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  feel  themselves 
called  upon  at  this  time,  in  common  with 
their  fellow  subjects,  humbly  to  represent 
to  the  House  their  sentiments  in  regard  to 
the  charter  granted  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, which  expires  in  1814;  and  that 
commercial  monopolies  are  acknowledged 
to  be  unjust  m  their  principle,  and  mis- 
chievous in  their  consequences^  particu- 
larly such  as  that  enjoyed  by  the  East 
India  Company,  embracing  an  exclusive 
trade  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  east- 
ward as  far  as  the  Straits  of  Magellan ;  and 
that,  were  a  field  so  extensive  laid  open  to 
the  individual  enterprize  and  capital  of 
the  British  merchants,  it  is  the  Petitioners' 
humble  opinion  that  it  would  be  attended 
with  the  happiest  consequences,  particu- 
larly at  present,  when,  Vy  the  rigorous 
adoption  of  the  anti -commercial  system^ 
the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
country  are  unfortunately  so  limited ;  by 
withdrawing  the  charter,  industry  would 
receive  an  additional  stimulus,  bread  would 
be  procured  to  a  great  number  of  indivi-* 
duals  who  are  at  present  reduced  to  idle- 
ness and  poverty,  the  resources  of  the 
country  would  be  materially  improved, 
and  a  nursery  established  for  seamen,  on 
which  depends  our  very  existence  as  m 
nation ;  and  that,  although  the  individuals 
of  these  realms  are  excluded  from  the  said 
trade,  vet  the  benefit  of  it  is  extended  to 
neutrals,  who,  it  is  well  known,  are  abl<» 
to  compete  with  the  company  itself,  both 
OQ  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  within 
the  very  countries  included  in  their  mo- 
nopoly ;  this,  therefore,  is  a  measure  de- 
grading to  the  national  character,  and 
humiliating  to  individuals;  and  that,  as 
every  port  in  the  kingdom  ought  to  par« 
ticipat«  in  the  advantages  of  foreign  trade^ 
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U  is  contrary  to  the  wise  principles  of  a 
liberal  policy,  that  the  East  India  trade 
should  be  confioed  exclasiTely  to  the  port 
of  London ;  and  praying  the  House  to  take 
the  premises  into  serious  consideration^  and 
to  grant  the  relief  so  much  desired.'' 

The  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

HiGB  Price  op  Provisions]  Mr.  Ckt- 
IMW.  Seeing  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  his  place,  1  feel  my- 
self reluctantly  called  upon  to  intreat  his 
attention  to  the  present  high  price  of  grain. 
I  say  reluctantly,  because  I  am  fully  aware, 
that  extreme  caution  should  be  used  in 
mentioning  any  thing  that  may  be  likely 
to  create  alarm  on  so  serious  a  subject  as 
a  scarcity  of  provisions.  But,  impressed 
as  I  am  with  its  importance,  I  could  not 
exGosemyself  if  I  were  not  now  to  bring  it 
under  the  notice  of  the  House.  The  right 
boo.  gentleman  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
bear  testimony  that  the  views  I  have  taken, 
are  not  the  creation  of  a  moment,  since  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  last,  year,  in  the  end 
of  October  or  beginning  of  November,  I 
stated  to  him  my  firm  conviction  (the  re- 
sult of  a  circuit  I  had  just  made  through 
the  country)  that  the  crop  would  be  d^- 
cient,  and  that  early  measures  ought  to  be 
taken  to  guard  against  the  inconvenien* 
cies  which  I  foresaw  must  ensue.  These 
sentiments  I  conveyed  to  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  at  a  time  when  the  competition 
etween  sugar  and  grain  in  the  distilleries 
was  in  contemplation.  I  now,  therefore, 
again  beg  leave  to  state  the  confirmation 
of  my  fears,  and  to  tell  him  that  there  has 
been  a  most  alarming  advance  in  the  price 
of  grain  in  various  parts  of  the  country  ; 
and  this  very  day's  post  has  conveyed  to 
me  intelligence,  that  in  a  place  particu- 
larly connected  with  my  interests,  and  in- 
habited by  my  constituents,  serious  dis- 
turbances have  broken  out,  in  which  some 
lives  have  been  lost,  and  more  are  endan- 
gered. I  trust,  that  in  stating  wbatl  now 
feel  it  my  duty  to  mention,  it  will  not  be 
said  that  I  am  exclaiming,  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  grain  in  the  country  to  avert 
the  calamity  of  a  famine^^lf  it  be  properly 
managed,  but  if  the  same  supineness  still 
exists,  which  I  have  previously  com- 
plained of,  with  regard  to  the  main  basis 
of  national  prosperity,  I  mean  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country,  the  most 
melancholy  consequences  are  to  be  ap- 
prehended. I  should  have  thought  that 
the  proof,  that  in  the  last  year  there  were 
(VOL.  XXII.) 
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no  less  than  two  million  quarters  of  grain' 
imported  into  the  kingdom,  would  have 
been  a  suflicient  inducement  to  a  wise  and 
provident  government,  to  have  adopted 
some  legislative  measure  to  prevent  tbo 
recurrence  of  such  a  circumstance. 

I  do  not  mean  to  spread  any  unneces* 
sarv  alarm,  for  my  firm  belief  is,  that  if 
wetl  husbanded,  there  is  a  sufficient  supply 
of  grain  to  answer  our  necessities.  I  do- 
not  dread  any  thing  like  a  famine,  but  h 
believe  that  the  price  will  soon  be  so  higbr 
as  to  press  with  great  severity  upon  Uie 
labouring  poor.  I  therefore  think  thaii 
my  duty  would  not  be  performed,  if  I  did- 
not  attempt  to  pomt  out  at  least  a  partial 
remedy,  which,  without  bearing  hard 
upon  the  lower  orders,  will  leave  the  prin« 
cipal  burden  to  be  sustained,  as  it  oughts 
by  the  higher  classes  of  society. .  At  leasts 
in  all  cases  like  the  present,  the  comfora 
of  the  lower  orders,  to  whom  most  of  the 
arduous  occupations  of  life  are  assigned^, 
should*  be  contemplated  much  more  than 
our  own.  I  calculate  that  there  are  yefr 
about  twenty  weeks  to  be  passed  bemr» 
any  new  grain  can  be  obtained,  and  I 
think  by  a  simple  measure  we  might  b*. 
enabled  to  save  sufficient  for  the  supply 
of  the  country  during  three  weeks  of  that 
period.  I  would  suggest  the  saving  of 
600,000  quarters  or  3  weeks'  consumption^ 
by  the  renewal  of  the  Act  of  the  4>l8t  Geo. 
3,  ch.  16,  bv  which,  it  will  be  recollected 
it,  was  provided,  that  bread  should  be  made 
only  of  one  quality.  Taking  the  Winchester 
bushel  at  the  usual  weight  of  COlbs.  it  ia 
calculated  tha^  it  loses  by  grinding  some« 
thing  more  than  9  lbs.  so  that  when  tho 
bran  is  extracted  there  remains  only  about 
6 1  lbs.  of  flour.  I  think,  that  by  leaving 
in  a  part  of  this  bran  to  the  quantity  of 
perhaps  only  2  lbs.  another  saving  might 
be  effected,  while  the  bread  made  would 
be  perfectly  wholesome  and  nutritious,  al- 
though not  so  palatable.  It  would  also 
very  much  lessen  the  consumption  of  breads 
if  flour  were  applied  solely  to  that  pur* 
pose,  and  were  banished  from  the  kitchen 
as  an  article  of  luxury.  By  these  expedi* 
ents,  I  should  imagine,  that  one  twentieth, 
part  of  the  grain  used  might  be  rescued 
from  waste,  and  applied  to  the  sustenance 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  I  aia 
quite  sure,  that  upon  this  subject  there 
can  exist  no  party  feeling,  however  it> 
may  be  displayed  on  minor  occasions;' 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion,  and  that  4»p- 
to  secure  by  every  prudent  means  tbatji 
can  be  adopted^  the  comfort  of  the  lofr^jt 

(T) 


f75]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

classes  of  the  people,  who,  when  they  see 
their  legislators  exerting  themselres  so 
strenuously  for  their  welfare,  will  cheer- 
fully bear  many  privations  which  at  pre* 
sent  are  more  than  irksome  to  be  iudured. 
I  conceive  that  a  few  slight  alterations,  in 
the  statute  I  have  named,  would  com- 
pletely eftect  the  object  I  have  in  view, 
and  if  any  assistance  were  required  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  T  should  be  ex- 
tremely happy  to  afibrd  it  in  any  way 
that  is  within  my  power. 

The  Chancellar  qf  the  Exchequer,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  admitting 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  did»  as  he  has 
said,  acquaint  me  with  the  apprehensions 
be  entertained,  that  the  harvest  of  last 
year  would  not  be  so  productive  as  some 
persons  imagined,  and  that  he  did  besides 
pledge  himself  to  support  with  his  interest 
any  measure  government  might  be  dis* 
posed  to  suggest,  in  consequence  of  the 
information  he  so  conveyed  to  me.  Bat  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  whatever  may  be 
the  scantiness  of  the  harvest  of  last  year, 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  any  thing 
like  a  famine  in  the  country,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  neither  to  be  well  founded  nor 
to  be  consistent  with  the  candour  I  should 
have  expected  from  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  he  should  accuse  as  he  has  done,  the 
government,  of  supineness  with  regard  to 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country, 
with  which  he  is  so  largely  connected. 
Does  he  recollect  the  measure  which  was, 
during  the  last  session,  introduced  by  me 
into  parliament  regarding  the  distilleries, 
and  which,  by  the  influence  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  his  friends,  was  rejected  ? 
The  object  of  that  Bill  was  to  allow  the 
distiller,  when  grain  should  rise  to  a  cer- 
tain price,  to  employ  sugar  in  the  produc- 
tion of  spirits. — Was  this  an  instance  of 
that  supineness  of  which  to-day  we  are 
told,  or  rather  was  it  not  an  instance  of  a 
great  anxiety  on  the  part  of  government 
to  guard  against  circumstances  like  those 
now  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  ?— With  what  wisdom  that  measure 
was  thrown  out ;  on  what  solid  reasons,  it 
is  not  for  me  now  to  speak,  because  parlia- 
ment sanctioned  the  opposition  given  to  it 
by  its  vote;  and  yet  in  the  very  same 
year,  and  after  this  successful  resistance  of 
the  measure  I  proposed  to  remedy  the 
evil,  the  hon.  gentleman  gave  me  to  under* 
stand  that  he  apprehended  a  scarcity.—^- 
though  I  was  disposed  to  give  every  degree 
of  credit  to  the  information  then  affbrded 
to  mt  (particnlarly  receiviog  it  from  a 
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quarter  in  which  I  was  sore  it  wonld  be 
reluctantly  stated)  yet  I  felt,  after  the  de« 
termination  the  House  had  come  to  that 
session,  that  it  would  be  highly  improper 
for  government  again  to  attempt  to  inter* 
fere.  It  will  be  recollected,  likewise,  that 
it  was  by  no  means  a  conceded  point  at 
that  time  throughout  the  country  that  the 
harvest  was  so  defective,  and  the  measure 
proposed  and  successfully  resisted  was,  I 
thought,  all  that  could  be  reasonably  ex« 
pected.  I  trust,  therefore,  upon  the  charge* 
of  supineness,  at  least,  we  shall  stand  com- 
pletely acquitted. 

The  statement  made  yesterday,  that  the 
production  of  two  bushels  of  com  an  acre 
thronghout  the  country,  would  fully  sup* 
ply  its  necessities,  might  perhaps  be  true  ; 
but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how  it  is  to 
be  accomplished,  unless  the  hon.  gentle- 
man can  prove  that  the  bringing  in  of  an 
act  of  parliament  would  produce  the  mira- 
culous effect  of  immediately  causing  two 
bushels  more  to  grow  on  every  acre  of 
land  ;  and  in  thinking  that  it  would  not, 
I  do  not  apprehend  we  are  justly  charge- 
able with  supineness.  I  admit  that  some 
benefit  might  perhaps  be  done  by  the 
suggestions  and  operations  of  vigorous  and 
enlightened  minds;  but  the  act  itself  could 
certainly  afford  no  remedy.  As  to  what 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  advised  on  the 
subject  of  the  act  of  parliament,  the  House 
will  not  expect  that  at  this  moment  I 
should  be  able  to  give  a  decided  opinion 
either  one  way  or  the  other ;  but  I  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  everv  gentleman, 
whether  the  advantage  derived  in  1801 
from  the  Bill  then  passed,  if  any,  was  not 
very  inconsiderable  ?  The  impression  upcin 
my  mind,  and  generally  I  believe  through- 
out the  kingdom,  was,  that  more  mischief 
than  good  resulted  from  the  interference 
of  the  legislature  on  that  occasion.  Dis- 
cussions in  parliament,  such  as  are  now 
brought  under  our  notice,  attempting  to 
lower  the  price  of  human  food,  defeat  their 
own  object.  The  act  of  the  4 1st  of  the 
King  was  hardly  passed,  before  it  was  dis- 
covered that  its  execution  was  utterly  im- 
possible. I  therefore  trust*  that  if  we  have 
not  now  introduced  a  Bill,  or  appointed  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  subject,,  the 
House  will  rather  attribute  the  neglect  to 
a  mistaken  view  with  which  we  have  been 
impressed,  than  ascribe  it  to  inattention  to 
our  duty,  or  to  supineness  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  It  has  been 
truly  said,, that  this  is  a  question  which 
can  give  rite  to  no  party  feelings ;  every 
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man,  whether  his  station  be  high  or  lo«r» 
can  have  but  one  pbject,  not  only  from 
motives  of  humanity  and  kindness,  bat 
from  the  most  obvious  motives  of  personal 
interest.  The  measure  usually  adopted  in 
soch  occasions  of  stQpping  distillation  from 
grain,  was  resorted  to  almost  as  soon  as 
parliament  was  convened.  The  considera* 
tion  of  government  has  also  been  directed 
to  the  distillation  of  spirits  in  Ireland,  in 
order  to  decide  whether  the  period  be  not 
arrived,  at  which  an  attempt  should  be 
made  to  prohibit  the  use  of  grain,  but  they 
have  been  convinced  of  this,  that  unless 
there  be  in  that  island  a  strong  and  uni* 
▼ersal  sense  that  the  measure  is  absolutely 
necessary,  it  would  be  a  vain  attempt;  the 
economical  regular  stills  would  be  pre* 
vented  from  working,  and  the  wasteful 
mode  by  private  and  illicit  distillation 
would  be  substituted.  The  consumption 
of  the  article  would  not  be  diminished,  and 
thus  the  revenue  would  be  injured  without 
any  advantage  to  counterbalance  that  in* 
jury.  The  diminution  of  the  revenue,  I 
admit,  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  the  general  comfort  and 
support  of  the  people,  yet  the  nation  would 
thus  be  doubly  presscxl,  in  the  first  place 
by  the  deprivation  of  grain,  and  in  the 
next,  by  defalcation  in  the  revenue.  The 
real  question  to  be  decided,  is,  whether  by 
adopting  the  measure,  any  relief  would  be 
afforded?  The  hon.  gentleman  has  not 
communicated  to  me  a  single  idea  with 
which  my  mind  has  not  been  long  deeply 
impressed,  and  if  he  can  suggest  a  pro- 
position which  would  be  really  effectual, 
nothing  will  give  me  greater  pleasure  than 
to  support  it.  I  am  persuaded  that  he 
now  introduced  the  subject  with  the  most 
ge9erous  and  patriotic  feeling,  but  I  would 
advise  him  well  to  weigh  the  practical  ef* 
fects  which  have  been  produced  on  former 
occasions  by  the  mere  statement  of  theore* 
lical  calculations. 

Mr.  Curwen  again  rising. 

The  Speaker  obsierved,  that  there  being 
no  question  before  the  House,  he  doubted 
much  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  con* 
Tersation. 

Mr.  Curwen  said,  he  should  give  notice 
of  a  motion  to  the  House  on  the  subject. 
He  did  not  mean  to  charge  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  with  supineness  on  the  present 
occasion  particularly,  but  the  importation 
of  last  year  ought  to  have  shewn  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  enquiry  into  the  best  means 
of  obviating  it  in  future.  He  had  no 
doobtj  but  that  the  present  tcarcity  of 
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specie  was  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  tho 
bullion  sent  out  of  the  country  to  pay  for 
the  grain,  of  which  8,000,000  worth  had 
been  imported  in  the  last  year.  An  aU 
teration  of  the  importation  price  would 
have  effected  the  object.  With  regard  to 
the  measure  which  he  had  recommended, 
that  it  was  practicable  was  certain,  and  ia 
the  north  the  larger  portion  of  the  popula* 
tion  lived  uppn  no  other  kind  of  bread  than 
such  as  the  Act  of  which  he  advised  the 
revival  would  produce.  His  letters  re* 
ceived  that  morning  from  Cumberland  in- 
formed him,  that  wheat  had  risen  no  lets 
than  SOs.  per  quarter.  He  gave  noticet 
that  unless  some  circumstance  should  oo* 
cor  to  alter  his  resolution,  he  would  on 
Monday  move  for  a  Committee  to  inqotra 
into  the  present  cansct  of  the  high  prioa 
of  grain« 

Irish  Militia.]  Sir  J.  Newport  begged 
to  ask  a  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  if 
the  Irish  Militia  officers  had  been  yet  ex« 
empted  from  the  payment  of  the  property 
tax. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  replied,  that  in 
future  they  should  be  so  exempt,  and  thai 
whoever  had  paid  property  tax  in  the  Irisli 
Militia  should  have  it  refunded. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  when  the  Bill 
for  the  interchange  of  the  militia  was  befora 
the  House,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  post* 
tively  stated  that  they  should  be  exempted. 

Mr.  Secretary  JUfder  denied  his  having 
made  any  such  statement. 

Sir  •/.  Newport  persevered  in  his  decla^ 
ration ;  and  added,  that  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  con* 
curred  in  the  statement. 

The  ChanceUoT  qf  the  Exchequer  assured 
the  right  hon.  baronet*  that  as  far  as  hie 
recollection  served  him,  what  was  said« 
when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House,  was^ 
that  the  officers  generally  should  be  ex* 
empt  from  the  assessed  taxes.  When  the 
right  hon.  baronet  said,  that  he  understood 
it  in  another  way,  certainly  the  right 
hon.  baronet  must  think  so;  bat  he  (tha 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was  per- 
suaded that  it  had  been  just  as  he  now 
stated  it.  When  the  Bill  was  pending, 
he  looked  upon  the  Irish  officers  in  tha 
light  of  persons  compelled  to  be  resident 
here,  and  therefore  liable  to  pay  taxes  only 
accordingly.  Arrangements  were,  how- 
ever, now  made  completely  calculated  to 
remove  every  ground  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  officers. 

Sir  H.  MoN^pfMHoy  quoted  the  words  em* 
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ployed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer on  the  occasion  alluded  to. 

The  CkimceUor  of  the  Exchequer  remarked, 
that  the  exemption  applied  to  the  property 
of  the  officers,  and  not  to  their  pay.  In 
consequence,  however,  of  representations 
nade,  it  had  been  determined  bygo?ern- 
ment  to  concede  the  point* 

Sir  J.  Newport  added,  that  the  tax  was 
deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the  last  quarter. 

Mr.  W.  Foie  acknowledged  that  it  had 
been  charged  up  to  the  present  time ;  but 
»n  order  had  been  sent  to  the  Commis- 
iioners,  in  future  not  to  deduct  the  pro- 
perty tax  from  the  pay  of  the  Irish  militia 
officers. 

Sir  J,  Newport  rejoined,  that  so  strictly 
had  the  deduction  been  attended  to,  that 
it  had  been  made  from  the  very  moment 
some  of  the  officers  embarked  for  England, 
from  Ireland. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  termi- 
nated the  conversation  by  stating,  that  the 
delay  bad  originated  in  a  question  whether 
the  exemption  could  be  made  under  the 
old  act,  or  whether  a  new  bill  would  be 
required.  It  had  now  been  determined, 
that  by  the  construction  of  the  former  sta- 
tute no  new  enactment  was  necessary. 

Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Notb  Amend- 
MBNT  Bill.]  On  the  question  that  the 
House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
on  this  Bill, 

Mr.  Pomell  said,  that  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  moving,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  further  proceedings  in  this  Bill  should 
be  postponed  to  this  day  fortnight,  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  a  select  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  currency  in 
Ireland,  as  the  Bill  related  so  much  to  that 
country,  that  every  information  should  be 
obtained  upon  its  probable  effect  upon  the 
interests  of  the  different  classes  there. 
He  would  endeavour,  with  the  permission 
•f  the  House,  to  put  them  in  possession  of 
the  situation  in  which  the  paper  currency 
of  Ireland  was  placed.  In  the  year  1 80"^, 
m  Committee  had  .been  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  bank  paper  here 
and  in  Ireland,  and  it  appeared  from  their 
report,  that  the  value  of  the  paper  issued 
by  the  bank  of  Ireland,  in  1797,  that  the 
iisues  bad  not  exceeded  6  or  700,000/.  and 
the  exchange  between  London  and  Dublin 
was  at  5\  and  6|;  after  that,  in  1804,  the 
iisues  had  increased  to  3,986,000/.  and  the 
exchange  to  1 8.  In  Belfast,  the  exchange 
was  in  their  favour,  and  a  person  wanting 
A  gvinea  vas  forced  tofiF9  tvo  ahiUinigs 


for  it,  which  was  necessarily  owing  to  thd 
depreciation  of  paper*  It  appeared,  then, 
that  the  Irish  bank  paper  was  in  a  pro* 
gressive  state  of  depreciation,  and  for  this 
assumption  be  had  very  high  and  great 
authority,  and  that  of  a'description  which 
most  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  would  not 
be  disposed  to  dispute,  for  the  fiscts  on 
which  he  assumed  the  depreciation  of  Irish 
paper,  were  to  be  found  in  the  report  of 
that  Committee,  which  was  composed  of 
Mr.  Piu,  lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Yorke, 
Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Vansittan,  Mr. 
Manning,  sir  John  Sinclair,  Mr.  Thornton, 
and  others.  When  he  had  such  authority^ 
It  could  not  be  denied  that  he  was  correct 
in  his  statement.  But  in  addition  to  this, 
he  had  also  to  refer  to  the  opinion  of  an 
hon.  member  (the  member  for  Old  Sarmn) 
who  acknowledged  that  the  paper  in  Ire* 
land  was  depreciated,  the  reason  of  which 
was,  the  discount  upon  the  country.  Be«i 
fore  the  House  agreed  to  make  the  paper 
of  Ireland  a  legal  tender,  it  ought  to  be 
shewn  that  the  paper,  which  was  debre-* 
ciated  in  that  country  in  1 804  (according 
to  the  report  of  the  Committee)  was  not 
now  in  that  state,  but  in  such  a  one  as  an* 
thorised  the  House  to  make  it  a  legal  ten* 
der.  He  conceived  that  it  was  impossible 
to  make  out  that  case  ;  but  if  the  enquiry 
which  he  proposed  was  instituted,  the  re* 
suit  would  be,  that  the  bank  paper  of  Ire* 
land  was  more  depreciated  now  than  it  had 
been  in  1804,  and  this  fact  would  appeaif 
firom  an  examination  into  the  state  of  the 
exchange,  and  into  the  value  of  the  paper* 
compared  to  the  discount.  If  the  ex* 
change  betWeen  London  and  Dublin  was 
at  J  8  per  cent,  when  the  Committee  in 
1804  had  ascertained  that  a  one  pound  note 
and  a  shilling;  would  purchase  a  suinea  in 
Ireland,  yet  theexchange  would  now  be 
at 25  percent,  and  upwards,  instead  of  18. 
If  the. Committee  in  1804  had  compared 
the  exchange  with  Hamburgh,  they  would 
have  found  that  it  was  18  percent,  against 
Dublin,  to  the  correspondent  in  London ; 
and  if  they  had  made  a  late  estimate,  it 
would  be  25  per  cent,  against  Dublin; 
therefore  the  depreciation  was  greater  than 
in  1804.  Next,  as  to  the  valoe  of  paper, 
with  respect  to  discoont,  or  of  paper  on 
exchange,  with  gold,  the  result  would  be 
the  same.  It  was  perfectly  justifiable  to 
assume,  that  this  Bill  made  paper  a  legal 
tender,  thoogh  it  was  not  set  out  to  be  so  ; 
for  as  the  prices  would  be  always  regu* 
iated  by  tne  valoe  of  the  currency,  the 
only,  ime  whei9  notr*)  being  made  a  legal 
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tender,  would  be  of  conseaaence,  waa  io  i 
old  contracts,  which  would  be  materially 
affected.  He  therefore  wished  for  a  deity, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  facts  he  had 
stated  were  correct,  or  not ;  for  the  House, 
under  such  circumstances,  could  not  ac- 
cede to  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  In  a  matter  where  the  inte* 
rests  of  Ireland  were  so  o^eply  concerned, 
they  should  not  come  to  ^  decision  with* 
out  gif  ing  an  opportunity  "i^  protect  its 
interests  in  the  matter  now  l[>efore  thelbn. 
But  it  was  argued  that  the  Bill  was  efiec- 
tual  in  this  country,  and  the^fore  that  it 
ought  to  be  extended  to  Ireland ;  but  when 
gentlemen  made  use  of  this  alignment,  they 
must  be  ignorant  of  the  ditferent  situations 
In  which  the  landlord  was  placed  in  that 
country.  Here  the  leases  were  for  twenty- 
one  years,  or  a  shorter  term,  and  the  land- 
lord  was  sure  of  a  remedy ;  but  in  ire- 
land,  where  land  was  held  under  leases  for 
long  terms,  of  which  three  lives  was  the 
shortest,  the  state  of  things  was  very  dif- 
ferent, and  the  landlord  suffered  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  depreciation,  without  any 
chance  of  being  able  to  put  himself  in  a 
just  situation  afterwards.  Besides,  the 
usage  here  had  been  to  receive  hank- notes 
since  the  restriction  ;  but  it  was  not  so  in 
Ireland,  where  the  national  bank  itself  bad 
not  been  established  until  the  year  17HS, 
only  14  years  before  the  restriction  of 
payment  in  specie  in  this  country.— It  was 
not,  at  the  time  lea.^es  were'  made  in  Ire- 
land, the  cuHtom  for  tenants  to  pay  their 
rents  in  paper ;  but  if  they  were  now  to 
be  authorised  by  law,  so  to  do,  the  effect 
of  such  a  measure  on  the  landlords  would 
be  infinitely  worse  than  the  Income  Tax 
in  this  country,  as  it  would  diminish  their 
revenue  by  one-fourth,  without  adding  the 
least  degree  to  the  resources  of  the  state. 
The  hon.  gentleman  could  not  conceive, 
besides,  the  necessity  or  even  the  utility 
of  extending  to  Ireland  the  provisions  of  a 
Bill,  which  was  intended  to  prevent  a 
double  marketable  price  for  goods  in  this 
country,  whfn  it  was  universally  acknow- 
ledged that  such  a  double  price  actually 
existed  in  Ireland.  The  hon  gentleman 
then  adverted  to  the  occasional  deprecia- 
tions which  had  taken  place  in  respect  to 
the  bank  of  Ireland  paper,  notwithstanding 
the  high  degree  of  confidence  it  had 
always  enjoyed.  The  bank  of  England 
enjoyed  the  same  credit,  but  the  issue  of 
their   paper  was  under  the  controol  of 

Jarliament,  which  was  not  the   case  in 
«laod«    In  that  country  there  was  no 
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check  whatever  to  the  issue  of  that  verr 
bank  paper  already  depreciated,  and  whick 
this  Bill  was  to  force  on  the  people  at  a 
legal  tender.    In  suQh  circumstances,  lio 
maintained,  that  the  only  effect  of  the  Bill 
would  be  to  take  the  money  oot  of  th# 
pockets  of  the  landlords  and  other  credl* 
tors,  to  put  it  in  that  of  tenants  and  debtonu 
It  would  not  raise  public  credit,  as  had 
been  asserted,  but  hurry  down  it  rapid  de^ 
cline,  till   we  were   brooffbt  within  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy.     Notwithstanding 
all  those  strong  objections  to  the  measuro 
then  under  consideration,^ the  hon.  gentle4 
man  would  not  vote  for  its  absolui^  re* 
jection  at  present;  he  wanted   only  for 
delay,  to  enquire  into  the  circomstancea 
which  might  render  it  advisable  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to  Ireland  ;  and 
he  would  in  connequence  move,  '« That 
the  Bill  be  committed  this  day  fortnight.'* 
Mr.  George  JokwtMne  observed,  that  the 
matter  under  discussion  was  no   longet 
susceptible  of  that  variation  of  opinion  by 
which  its  examination  was  distinguished 
last  year.     The  question,  whether  depre* 
ciation  did  or  did  not  exist,  was  now  at 
rest :  time,  which  solved  every  thing,  had 
solved  that ;  and  no  one  would  now  deny 
that  it  did  exist.     The  fact  had  been  wit^ 
much  candour  admitted  by  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  if 
it  needed  proof  he  would  ask  whether,  of 
any  commodities,  more  might  not  be  pur- 
chased for  one   hundred  guineas  than  for 
one  hundred  and  five  pounds.     The  silver 
tokens  too,  which  the  Bank  had  issued, 
were  another  proof.     These  tokens  pro* 
fessed   to  be  worth  three  shillings  each, 
while  in  fact  they  contained  no  more  silver 
than  what  was  contained  in  half  a  crown; 
The  same  quantity  of  silver  that  used  to 
be  put  out  for  fifty  shillings  was  now  put 
out  for  three  pounds ;  and  that  he  thought 
a  sufficient  proof  of  depreciation.     Pei^ 
haps  it  would  be  said,  that  the  half  crown, 
worn  and  defaced  as  it  was,  did  tibt  con* 
tain  more  silver  in  proportion,  than  what 
was  contained  in  a  Bank   three  shilling 
token.    This  he  would  admit ;  but  then  it 
should  be  remembered  that  24  of  those 
half  crowns  were  exchangeable  for  60  shiK* 
lings  in  gold.     Looking  at  these  circum* 
stances,  therefore,  no  one  could  deny  the 
fact  of  depreciation,  and  that  fact  beinl^ 
granted,  what  did  the  Bill  then  before  the 
House  propose  to  do  ?    that  which  Adam 
Smith,  Hume,  and  lord  Liverpool  had  stig* 
matiised  as  an  act  of  fraud,  when  done  by 
any  government  whatever;  iiamely«  to 
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force  creditors  to  receive  in  payment  a 
depreciated  currency.    By  iu  operation 
the  state  proposed  to  pay  its  own  credi- 
torsy  in  a  paper'  professing  to  be  worth 
twenty  shillings,  when  in  fact  it  was  only 
worth  sixteen  ;  while  individual  creditors 
would  be  placed  in  a  similar  situation. 
Yet  he  could  be  content  to  accede  even 
to  such  a  measure,  if  by  its  adoption  the 
country  could  afterwards  return  to  a  me- 
talic  currency.    This,  however,  there  was 
no  prospect  of,  for  he  saw  nothing  in  the 
constitution  of  the  bank  of  England,  which 
should  exempt  it  from  the  fate  which  had 
attended  all  banks  that  had  been  so  closely 
connected  with    the  government  of  the 
country.    To  shew  what  this  fate  had  uni- 
formly been,  he  would  go  into  a  history 
of  all  banks.    He  was  aware  the  proposi- 
tion sounded  formidably,  but  he  would  do 
it  with  every  possible  conciseness.    He 
then  discussed,  at  some  length,  the  history 
of  the  principal  banks  in  Europe,  from  the 
first  institution  of  the  bank  of  Venice  to 
the  present  dav,  drawing  this  inference, 
that  banks  of  deposit  were  extremely  be- 
neficial wherever  they  were  established, 
and  that  they  had  always  remained  per- 
fect and  entire  where  the  state  bad  not  in- 
terfered ;  but  that  where  the  state  had  in- 
terfered they  invariably  fell,  first  into  dis- 
credit, and  then  into  ruin.    The  same  bad 
been  the  case  with  respect  to  banks  of 
circulation,  asaproof  of  which  he  referred 
to  those  of  Austria,  France,  Prussia,  &c. 
all  of  them  ruined   by  their  connection 
with  the  government,  because  what  go- 
vernment borrowed  it  never  paid.     Hedid 
not  wish  to  be  understood  literally,  but 
bis  meaning  was,  that  government  com- 
monly paid  one  loan  by  borrowing  an- 
other, like  individuals  who  took  up  one 
bill  by  getting  another  discounted.     So 
dangerous,  indeed,  did  he  consider  the 
connection  between  the  state  and  the  Bank, 
that  he  should  have  little  fear  about  pass- 
ing the  Bill,  if  he  could  but  see  the  one 
separated  from  the  other.    Were  that  the 
case,  and  if  the  Bank  were  left  to  itself,  be 
believed  it  would  soon  diminish  its  issues 
until  notes  were  worth  what  they  repre* 
tented.    Those  Banks  he  contended,  which 
had  not  been  intermeddled  with,  such  as 
Amsterdam  and  Hamburgh,  had  maintain- 
ed their  credit  until  ruined  by  an  over- 
whelming force.    Adverting  to  the  Banks 
in  America,  while  America  was  a  colony  of 
England,  he  shewed,  that  although  those 
establishments  were  under  Uie  controal  of 
parliameAli  thcty  had^  beisn  so  profuse  of 
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their  paper,  and  it  had  been  depreciated 
to  such  a  degree,  that  two  acts  of  parliar 
ment  were  passed  under  queen  Anne,  to 
relieve  the  creditors  defrauded  by  such 
depreciation.     He  read  extracts  from  those 
acts,  and  maintained  that  the  principles  of 
the  present  Bill  were  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  those  statutes.    He  knew  that  it 
was  said  on  the  other  side,  that  there  was 
no  excessive  issue  of  bank  of  England  pa- 
per—this, however,  he  positively  denied^ 
The  Bank  directors  were  forced  to  it,  by 
the  large  portion  of  their  capital  they  had 
advanced  to  government.    To  the  trans- 
actions of  the  bank  of  England  with  go- 
vernment, he  attributed  the  partial  distress 
under  which  it  had  sometimes  laboured. 
The  only  way,  he  maintained,  to  raise 
the  credit  of  our  paper  currency,  was  to  pay 
to  the  Bank  part  ot  the  money  due  to  then^ 
by  the  country — that  part,  at  least,  the  $ 
millions,  which  had  been  borrowed  under 
the  sanction  of  parliament.     He  was  sure 
the  country,  even  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, was  able  to  afford  it ;  and,  at  any 
rate,  money  would  be  more  beneficially 
employed  in  that  way,  than  in  supplies  tQ 
Portugal  and  Sicily,  employed  for  no  other 
purpose  that  he  could  see,  but  to  enjoy 
the  miserable  pantomime  of  making  and 
unmaking  kings.     He  would  not,  however^ 
attach  to  ministers  the  exclusive  blame  the 
present  system  deserved  :   they  had  been, 
like    their    predecessors,    imperceptibly 
drawn  into  it — like  the  individual  in  dis- 
tress, who  catches  at  any  thing  to  avoid 
impending  ruin  ;  but  any  man  who  could 
divest  himself  of  national  partiality  must 
see,  that  bankruptcy  would  inevitably  be 
the  consequence  of  the  present  system  in 
England,  as  it  had  been  in  every  other 
country.    Adverting  to  the  allowance  to 
the  officers  of  the  Irish  militia  of  Property 
tax  on  their  pay,  he  observed  that  the  time 
would  soon  come  when  the  annual  deduc- 
tion of  property  tax  would  be  made  from 
the  pay  of  the  officers  of  our  army  and 
navy ;   and  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
English  officers  should  not  receive  the 
same  allowance  as  the  Irish.    The  depre- 
ciation could  not  go  on  much  farther,  and 
government  were  only  deceiving  them- 
selves, if  they  thought  that  they  received 
any  real  advantage  from  the  continuance 
of  the  present  system.    They  would  soon 
have  the  same  claim  to  listen  to  in  every 
department,  which  had  been  allowed  to 
the  Irish  militia  officers.     The  first  thing 
to  be  donci  was  to  pay  to  the  Bank  the 
money  due    to   them  by  the  country. 
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Surely  this  could  not  be  beyond  our  means. 
We  ought  to  refrain  from  passing  the  pre- 
sent Bill^  and  allow  the  existing  law  to 
have  its  due  operation.  The  act  of  the 
37th  of  the  King  allowed  country  bankers 
to  issue  one  and  two  pound  notes  ;  but  at 
the  same  time  allowed  the  holders  of  them 
to  enforce  prompt  payment,  by  an  attach- 
ment of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  those 
bankers.  Were  they  now  to  be  let  loose 
from  the  operation  of  this  law  ?  They  had 
no  claim  under  the  Restriction  Act  for  this 
allowance ;  to  issue  small  notes  under  such 
a  condition,  took  place  after  the  passing  of 
that  act.  At  all  events  he  could  see  no 
reason  for  extending  the  Bill  to  Ireland. 
Neither  ought  it  to  be  extended  to  Scot- 
land. In  £ngland  all  private  bankers 
might  be  said  to  be  implicated  with  the 
bank  of  England,  excepting  with  respect 
to  one  and  two  pound  notes  ;  but  it  was 
not  so  in  Scotland,  which  had  a  distinct 
circulation  of  its  own,  and  consequently 
ought  to  be  kept  out  of  this  arrangement. 
This  would  serve  as  a  warning  to  England, 
and  would  hold  up  a  mirror  to  enable  us 
to  see  the  extent  of  our  own  shame  and 
disgrace. 

Sir  J.  Newport  would  not  follow  the 
wide  range  of  argument  adopted  by  the 
hop.  gentlenfian  who  had  just  sat  down,  but 
would  adopt  the  same  line  as  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr  Parnell,)  and  consider  the  subject  of 
tht'  preM='.nt  Bill  solely  as  it  affected  Ire- 
land Like  him,  he  would  ask  the  House 
to  give  Jiotne  lime  for  enquiry,  in  order  to 
asciTtwin  how  far  it  might  be  advisable  to 
exciul  the  measure  to  Ireland.  At  pre- 
sent, the  only  ground  which  the  House 
had  lo  proceed  upon,  was  a  single  peti- 
tion, presented  by  a  noble  lord,  from  a 
corner  of  Ireland,  and  signed  by  fourscore 
individuals  whose  secret  motives  the  House 
had  no  means  of  ascertaining:.  He  had  no 
doubt  of  the  respectability  of  many  of  the 
petitioners,  some  of  whom  were  known  to 
him  ;  but  still  the  House  did  not  know 
whether  they  were  landlords  or  tenants,  or 
whether  or  not  t  hey  were  mostly  attached  to 
the  mercantile  interest,  and  paid  much  more 
than  they  received  in  rents.  On  such  light 
and  uncertain  grounds,  he  thought  that  the 
House  could  not  possibly  consent  to  a 
measure,  which  would  be  as  revolutionary 
in  Ireland,  in  respect  to  property,  as  any 
eTer  devised  in  France  by  Robespierre. 
In  support  of  that  assertion,  he  quoted  a 
case  alluded  to  by  an  hon.  friend  of  his« 
in  which  the  measure  in  contemplation 
would,  on  a  small  estate  of  1,600/.  a  year 


make  a  difference  of  300/.  in  favour  of 
the  tenant ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  senitt 
of  the  HoQse,  whether  such  a  measure  was 
not  rerolntionary,  in  the  strict  sense  of  th% 
word,  in  respect  to  property.  Gentlemen 
would  be  more  sensible  of  this,  if  they 
were  aware  of  the  long  tenures  by  whicli 
lands  were  held  in  Ireland,  and  which 
from  the  change  of  the  times,  left  the  land- 
lord but  a  small  share  of  his  property,  yet 
this  small  share  was  still  to  be  rarther  re« 
duced  by  a  depreciated  circulating  me- 
dium.  It  was  true,  that  in  many  instancet 
fines  had  been  receiyed  in  consideration 
of  long  leases ;  but  this  did  not  alter  th< 
nature  of  the  original  contract,  nor  could 
it  operate  as  an  argument  to  reduce  that 
part  of  the  rent  which  the  landlord  had 
resenred  for  himself.  The  depreciation  of 
Irish  bank  paper  had  begun  before  the 
great  rise  in  the  price  of  the  bullion,  ao* 
cording  to  the  report  of  the  select  com« 
mittee  on  Irish  currency,  of  which  Mr; 
Pitt,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Rose  were 
members.  In  the  depreciation  of  bank 
of  Ireland  paper  which  had  formerly  taken 
place,  the  landlords  had  their  option  and 
their  remedy.  But  this  would  not  be  the 
case  under  the  present  Bill,  nor  were  the 
circumstances  the  same  ;  for  the  bank  of 
Ireland  was  not  then  restrained  from  pay- 
ing  its  notes  in  specie,  and  gold  could  be 
procured.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  mea- 
sure had  been  thought  advisable  in  thii 
country,  Ireland  had  been  compelled  to 
follow  the  example,  he  supposed  on  the 
ground  that  what  was  good  for  Englarfd  must 
be  good  for  Ireland  also.  The  restrictions 
from  paying  in  specie  had  been  thui 
forced  on  the  bank  of  Ireland  against  the 
opinion  of  the  directors ;  and  it  was,  he 
supposed,  in  consequence  of  that  compul- 
sion, that  no  enquiry  had  been  previously 
instituted  into  the  state  of  their  affairs. 
Certain  it  was,  that  to  this  day  the  House 
knew  nothing  of  the  affairs  of  that  Bank, 
whose  paper  they  were  going  to  force  on 
the  population  of  Ireland.  Was  this  doing 
justice  to  that  country  ?  He  believed  that 
the  bank  of  Ireland  was  perfectly  safe, 
and  that  their  affairs  were  in  a  prosperous 
state  ;  but  he  knew  nothing  of  it  as  a  le- 
gislator, and  as  such  he  could  not  act  on 
belief.  He  next  adverted  to  a  resolution 
which  stood  in  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
importing  that  Bank-notes  were  held  in 
equal  estimation  to  gold,  and  maintained^ 
that  for  consistency's  sake  that  clause 
should  haye  been  expunged,  previotls  to 
the  introdaction  of  a  BllFwhich  affirmed 
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directly  the  contrary^  and  went  to  provide 
m  remedy  for  the  inconTeniency  resulting 
^m  the  depreciation  of  those  very  Bank- 
notes. It  had  been  stated  to  the  House  by 
a  right  hon  gentleman,  that  bank  of  Ire- 
land paper  was  now  at  a  regular  discount, 
and  that  a  guinea  was  currently  at  a  pre- 
mium office  shillings  and  sixpence;  who 
could  tell  what  further  depreciation  might 
tak$  place  in  a  short  time>  and  what  fur- 
ther losses  this  Bill  might  entail  on  the 
bolders  of  ancient  contracts?  But  those 
considerations  had  escaped  the  noble  lord 
who  had  presented  the  petition  alluded  to. 
Perhaps,  too,  he  had  been  actuated  by  mo- 
tives far  difierentto  those  alleged  ;  and  at 
^e  eve  of  an  election  he  might  have  wished 
to  enlist  under  his  banners  a  large  body  of 
tenantry,  who  had  before  received  his  ad- 
vances with  abhorrence.  He  would  ask,  on 
what  grounds  the  House  could  deny  the  en- 
quiry which  had  been  demanded?  Anen- 
Suiry  had  taken  place  into  the  aliairs  of 
le  bank  of  England,  before  its  paper  had 
been  forced  on  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try ;  how  could  they  in  justice  refuse  the 
fame  security  to  Ireland,  and  how  could 
they  continue  to  be  styled  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  when  the  interests  of  such  a 
large  portion  of  the  empire  as  Ireland 
were  constantly  neglected  ? 

Lord  Ca$tkreagh  denied  that  the  present 
measure  rested  merely  on  the  petition 
which  he  had  had  the  honour  to  present ; 
but  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  hon.  baronet 
bad  been  extremely  parsimonious  in  his 
argunvents,  and  had  laid  no  grounds  what- 
tver  before  the  House  for  delaying  the 
measure.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
bon.  baronet  had  himself  no  doubt  of  the 
aolvency  of  the  bank  of  Ireland ;  and  as 
Irish  bank  restriction  had  hitherto  been 
•nacted  pari  pasw,  with  the  restrictions  of 
the  bank  of  England,  and  without  any 
enouiry,  he  thought  that  there  was  no  oc« 
casion  for  any  in  the  present  instance. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  stated  that  the  House 
were  yet  without  any  information  on  their 
Journals,  of  the  solvency  of  the  bank  of 
Ireland.  This  was  an  accusation  against 
p^liament ;  it  was  an  accusation  against 
the  right  hon.  baronet  himself,  for  haying 
allowed  the  bank  of  Ireland  to  go  on  under 
the  restrictions,  without  being  assured  of 
their  solvency  ;  for  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
though  not  a  party  to  the  restrictions,  was 
yet  accessory  to  the  subsequent  contina- 
aace.  The  right  hon.  baronet  had  stated 
tbe  whole  of  Ireland  as  in  a  different  aitua* 
tioa  Snm  Eoglpnd  ;   and  Memed,  ia  tbe 


eagerness  of  his  speech,  to  have  forgotten^ 
that  it  was  in  fact  in  only  three  or  four 
counties  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  that  the 
custom  of  taking  in  gold  prevailed,  and 
that  seven-eightns  of  the  people  would  be 
unaffected  by  the  proposed  measure.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  it  was  a  most  intolera- 
ble hardship  upon  the  tenant  to  require 
him  to  lose  20  or  25  per  cent,  in  order  to 
procure  gold  to  satisfy  his  contract.  As 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Irish 
currency,  however  highly  he  respected 
many  members  of  it,  yet  he  differed  front 
them  at  the  time  in  their  conclusions;  and 
iiis  opinion  was  since  con6rmed  by  events. 
At  the  time  of  their  report,  the  exchange 
was  very  unfavourable  to  Ireland,  being 
about  10  or  1 1  per  cent.  They  attributed 
this  to  the  depreciation  of  paper,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  it  must  continue  unfavoura« 
ble.  Nevertheless  a  very  short  time  after 
they  had  published  their  report,  the  ex- 
change rose  to  par,  from  circumstances 
totally  unconnected  with  whatsomecalled 
the  depreciation  of  paper,  but  which  he 
should  always  call  the  premium  upon  gold ; 
and  from  that  time  the  exchange  had 
continued  steadily  about  par.  The  peti- 
tion which  he  had  presented,  notwithstand- 
ing the  insinuation  of  the  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet, he  could  assure  the  House  had  been 
signed  by  men  of  (he  highest  respectabi« 
lity,  and  was  meant  to  apprise  parliament 
of  the  existence  of  evils ;  and  not  to  direct 
their  opinion.  In  short  he  had  heard  no 
real  arguments  against  the  Bill,  nor  against 
the  statements  he  had  formerly  made  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  thought  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  (sir  J.  Newport)  did  not  merit 
the  taunt  of  the  noble  lord,  of  not  having 
used  arguments  applicable  to  the  question, 
the  fact  being  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  spoken  directly  to  the  question,  which 
was,  whether  a  delay  should  be  granted 
to  enquire  into  the  case  of  Ireland  ?  while 
the  noble  lord  had  spoken  to  any  thing 
else,  and  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
Bill.  The  real  question  before  the  House 
was,  whether  they  were  justified  in  ex- 
tending this  measure  to  Ireland  ?  The 
noble  lord  said  that  gold  had  risen  in 
price,  and  that  it  waa  not  paper  that  waa 
depreciated ;  but  if  this  was  the  case,  it 
seemed  to  him  most  extraordinary,  that 
notwithstanding  the  increase  of  gold  in  the 
Koropean  world  within  these  late  years» 
it  should,  in  proportion  to  its  greater  abun- 
dance, become  dearer,  which  was  exactly 
tbe  rerene  of  tbe  case  with  regard  tn. 
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every  otber  commodity.  As  for  tiie  re- 
turn of  the  exchange  io  Ireland  to  par>  as 
noticed  by  the  noble  lord*  he  woald  re- 
mind him  that  there  were  two  ways  in 
which  things  might  meet:  they  might 
come  together  by  the  one  thing  standing 
still  till  the  other  came  op  to  it»  or  they 
might  come  together,  by  both  walking  to 
a  meeting.  Was  it  then  that  the  bank  of 
Ireland  paper  had  risen,  which  caused  this 
coming  to  par  after  the  depreciation  ?-— 
No ;  but  the  bank  of  Ensland  paper  had 
fallen  and  sunk  to  what  the  bank  of  Ire- 
land  paper  «iras  before.— The  noble  lord 
bad  aiso  iM  them  that  this  Bill  would 
make  no  alteration,  except  in  three  or 
four  counties  in  Ireland,  and  that  seven- 
eighths  of  the  country  would  be  unaffected 
by  it.  If  so»  it  was  strange  that  these 
seren-eightbs  of  the  people  had  not  lent 
in  representations  and  petitions  to  them 
last  year,  praying  for  an  extension  of  the 
measure  then  passing  through  parliament. 
Bet  he  contended,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
made  a  great  and  general  alteratioO  in  the 
country ;  much  more  than  the  gentlemen 
of  Engiand  were  perhaps  aware  of.  For 
the  tenure  of  land  in  Ireland  was  very  dif- 
ferent fm«i  what  it  was  in  this  coantry. 
Here  die  greater  part  of  the  soil  was  not 
let  on  lease,  and  much  of  the  remainder 
on  leases  of  firom  7  to  1 4>  years.  In  Ire- 
land flHich  of  the  soil  was  let  for  ever,  or 
for  terms  of  90  years ;  and  the  common 
leases,  till  within  thf-^e  20  years,  were  at 
the  shortest  for  a  term  of  three  lives  or 
51  years.  Therefore,  to  suppose,  that  this 
measure  was  to  afibrd  relief  to  poor  per- 
sons, or  tensBts  at  rack  rent,  was  a  mis- 
conception. The  contrary  was  the  fact ; 
and,  in  many  cases,  the  interest  of  the  te- 
nant in  the  land  was  more  valuable,  and 
covld  be  sold  for  more  money  at  market 
than  the  interest  of  the  landlord.  As  for 
tlie  hardship  of  calling  on  tenants  to  pay 
this  great  premium  for  gold,  in  order  to 
fulfil  their  contracts,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  it  was  only  an  increased  no- 
minal value  which  they  paid.  But  was  it 
in  nature  to  be  supposed,  that  it  would  be 
the  general  practice  of  landlords  to  call  on 
their  tenants,  in  a  manner  to  distress  them, 
and  ultimately  render  them  unable  to  pay 
at  all  ?  This  could  not  be  imagined ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  ought  not  the  landlord 
to  have  the  real  value  for  which  he  origi- 
nally let  his  land  ?  Suppose  for  instance, 
the  depreciation  went  on,  as,  from  all  ex- 
perienoe  they  w«re  bound  to  believe  it 
must  do,  whttt  would  be  the  situation  of 
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the  landlord?  He  would  ultimately  be 
reduced,  comparatively  speaking,  to  star- 
vation, while  his  tenant  would  enjoy  a 
profitsMe  estate.  This,  then,  was  the 
question,  whether  they  were  prepared  to 
extend  a  measure  of  such  sort  to  Irelfmd, 
without  its  being  called  for  by  that  conn* 
try,  and  without  previous  ettquiry  ?  If  the 
sense  of  the  House  should  decide  on  this^ 
at  least  the  period  of  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  limited.  They  ought  to 
be  aware,  that  they  were  setting  aside  spa* 
cific  contracts  made  lor  gold,  and,  if  they 
did  this,  why  were  they  not  to  deal  out  an 
equal  measure  to  this  country,  and  inters 
(er%  with  those  bargains,  by  which  the 
tenant  was  boond  to  pay  part  of  his  rent 
in  grain  ?  The  sense  of  justice  in  tho 
House  was  too  strong,  not  to  administer  to 
both  countries  the  law  in  the  same  manner. 
On  these  grounds,  be  was  in  favour  of  tho 
amendment.  Mudi  had  been  said  of  the 
bank  of  Ireland.  He  believed  it  to  be  ill 
as  good  a  sSate  as  any  body  of  the  same 
kind,  and  with  as  good  pretensions  to  cha- 
racter, as  it  never  had  entered  into  en* 
gagements  which  it  was  not  able  to  fulfil. 
But  still  he  deemed  enquiry  necessary,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  make  the  measure  bear 
less  hard  on  individuals. 

Mr.  WdUsUy  Pole  expressed  hrniseH 
happy  to  have  heard  the  right  hon.  baro* 
net  (itir  J.  Newport),  and  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  deliver  their 
opinions  on  this  subject,  as  ic  would  thence 
be  seen  how  they  valued  ihe  interests  of 
the  tenantry  of  Ireland.  Under  the  pre* 
tence  of  delay,  for  the  sake  of  enquiry  into 
the  solvency  of  the  Bank,  which  they  all 
declared  to  be  solvent,  the  whole  of  their 
arguments  went  to  shew  that  the  measure 
was  not  necessary  to,  and  ought  not  to  bo 
extended  to  Ireland.  They  contended 
that  the  tenant  in  that  country  should  bo 
left  without  the  guard  against  the  demands 
of  the  landlord,  which  the  legislature  had 
thought  necessary  in  England,  and  that  it 
was  the  landlord  who  wanted  protection. 
— But  it  was  a  gross  fallacy  to  put  upon 
the  House  that  because  no  other  petitiona 
had  come  before  them,  the  people  of  Ire* 
land  were  not  desirous  of  the  extension 
of  this  measure.  The  greatest  alarm  bad 
prevailed  among  the  monied  men  and  te- 
nantry last  session,  when  it  was  known 
that  the  Bill  was  not  to  be  extended  to 
Ireland,  and  application  had  been  mado 
to  government  on  the  subject.  He  firmly 
believed  of  the  present  Bill,  that  the  great* 
est  ferment  and  dissaitts&ction  would  ho 

(U) 


291]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,    GM  Com  end  Bank  NoU  AmenimaU  BUL     [f9f 


excited  if  it  were  not  extended  to  Ire< 
laud,  and  not  if  it  were  extended,  as  ar- 
gued by  the  right  hon.  baronet.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  as  to 
the  difference  of  the  land  tenures  in  the 
two  countries;  but  he  drew  a  different  con* 
elusion  from  that  fact:  for,  what  would 
be  the  situation  of  the  seven-eighths  of 
Ireland,  in  which  now.  as  was  confessed' 
on  all  sides,  gold  and  notes  were  received 
indiscriminately,  if  the  law  was  not  ex- 
tended ?  The  right  hon.  baronet  and  right 
bon.  gentleman  spoke  with  great  feeling 
about  the  landlords,  who,  in  common  with 
the  tenants  over  this  part  of  the  country, 
had  all  their  dealings  in  paper  equally  as 
in  gold ;  but  they  woula  subject  the  te- 
nants to  the  liability  of  being  called  on  for 
58.  6d.  premium  for  every  pound  they  had 
contracted  to  pay.  He  would  suppose 
another  case  not  very  improbable:— -sup- 
pose a  tenant  had  last  year  fined  down  bis 
rent  from  500/.  to  2.50/.  a  year,  by  the 
payment  of  a  fair  sum  ;  if  this  law  were 
not  extended  he  would  be  left  liable  to  an 
additional  charge  of  one-fourth  more,  or 
20  per  cent.  Did  not  the  tenant,  in  these 
cases,  stand  in  need  of  relief?  aud  vet 
these  were  the  tender  mercies  of  these 
right  hon.  gentlemen  towards  them.  All  he 
asked  for  was,  security  to  the  tenantry 
in  Ireland  similar  to  that  enjoyed  by  the 
tenantry  in  this  country — but  this  the 
right  hon.  baronet  called  revolutionary. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  talked  of  their 
not  legislating  eoually  towaids  the  two 
countries,  while,  by  a  wonderful  perver- 
sion of  the  understanding,  he  was  object- 
ing to  their  extending  the  benefit  of  the  law 
from  the  one  to  the  other,  and  not  leaving 
the  tenant  in  Ireland  exposed  to  the  ban  of 
the  landlord,  from  which  in  England  they 
had  rescued  him.— With  regard  to  the  de- 
preciation that  had  existed,  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  main- 
tained, that  while  for  four  years  after  the 
Eeriod  alluded  to  the  paper  in  England 
ad  remained  stationary  in  value — that  of 
Ireland  rose  to  par  with  it.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  also  induce  them  to 
believe  that  all  tenants  in  Ireland  were 
rich,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  be  left 
liable  to  be  charged  one- fourth  more  than 
their  agreed  rent  Had  he  forgot  the  forty 
shilling  freeholders?  Were  they  rich  men, 
and  would  not  they  be  the  first,  through  the 
middle  men  who  oppressed  them,  to  feel 
the  effects  of  the  tenderness  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  ?  He  concloded  by  say- 
ing be  bad  always  approved  of  the  mea- 


sure, and  as  he  thought  itoaght  injustice 
to  be  extended  to  Ireland,  be  would  not 
consent  to  any  delay  which  would  have 
the  effi'ct  of  precloding  it. 

Mr.  Pon$onby,m  explanation,  said  he  had 
never  called  the  law  of  last  session  a  benefit 
to  England,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
represented  as  wishing  to  withhold  that 
benefit  fi'om  Ireland.  He  had  never  re- 
presented all  the  tenants  in  Ireland  for 
three  lives  as  rich,  but  only  that  some  of 
those  ibr  d9  years,  and  for  ever,  had 
greater  interests  in  their  lands  than  the 
landlords.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
might  expect,  by  this  measure^  to  acquire 
popularity- 
Mr.  Pole  rose  to  order,  and  enquin^d  of 
the  Speaker  if  this  was  explanation  ? 

The  Speaker  said,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man professed  to  speak  merely  in  expla- 
nation, and  he  thought  he  had  as  yet  done  so. 

Mr.  Pomanby  was  glad  that  the  chair 
considered  hiui  not  out  of  order,  though 
had  he  been  to,  and  interrupted  as  being  so 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  would  not  have 
been  interrupted  by  one  who  had  been 
very  remarkable  for  his  own  punctiIio«s 
adherence  to  order. 

Lord  A.  HamiUon  was  in  favour  of  the 
adjournment,  and  thought  the  gentlemen 
opposite  had,  in  their  arguments  to-night» 
admitted  what  thev  had  formerly  denied 
—that  paper  was  depreciated.  In  the  same 
breath  however  that  they  argued  that  the 
Irish  tenant^  if  this  Bill  did  not  pass,  would 
be  obliged  to  buy  guineas  at  26  shillings 
a  piece  to  pay  his  rent,  they  contendra 
that  paper  and  gold  were  equivalent.  He 
was  asked  if  he  would  not  give  the  same 
benefit  to  Ireland  as  to  this  Country  ?  But 
might  not  the  same  measure  to  persons  ia 
diametrically  opposite  conditions,  be  of  a 
very  difierent  character ;  and  was  it  not 
even  confessed,  that  the  eiiect  of  this  Bill 
would  be  different  on  the  northern  part 
and  in  the  other  parts  of  Ireland.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  measure  altogether,  as  con- 
nected with  a  fallacious  line  of  policy. 

Mr.  Herbert  supported  the  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted 
that  there  were  parts  of  Ireland  to  which 
the  Bill  would  not  readily  apply,  but  it 
applied  to  much  the  greater  part  of  that 
country  ;  and  it  would  be  most  unjust  to 
permit  the  Irish  landlord  to  drag  his  te- 
nant to  prison  for  non-payment  in  coin, 
while  the  landlord  enjoyed  no  such  power 
in  this  part  of  the  empire*  He  allowed 
there  was  some  difference  in  the  state  of  the 
countries,  but  at  at  lets!  ibur-fifths  of  Irt- 
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land  was  acknowledged  to  be  in  the  tame 
state  as  England,  and  as  the  only  dissimi- 
larity existed  in  a  few  coonties  in  the  north. 
In  the  choice  of  diificolties  before  them  be 
was  of  opinion  that  sound  policy  and  jus- 
tice required  them  to  extend  their  protect 
tion  to  the  major  part.  With  regard  to 
the  principle  of  the  measure,  the  House 
had  been  told,  that  it  would  lead  us  into 
the  same  gulph  of  calamity  with  other  na* 
tlons  whose  paper  currency  had  gone  to 
ruin.  Now,  if  such  reasoning  was  cor- 
rect, and  such  was  the  tendency  of  the 
Bill,  we'ooght  to  have  seen,  at  least,  part 
of  those.dangers  and  calamities  produced 
by  the  similar  act  of  last  year.  During 
the  operation  of  that  act,  if  the  reasoning 
of  the  gentlemen  opposite  was  correct, 
the  country  ought  to  have  seen  a  multipli- 
cation of  paper,  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bul- 
lion, and  a  regular  depression  of  the  foreign 
exchanges.  But  instead  of  all  this,  the 
very  reverse  was  the  case.  The  quantity 
of  paper  now  in  circulation  was  rather 
smaller  than  it  was  in  last  April.  The 
exchanges  were  considerably  improved, 
instead  of  growing  systematically  worse. 
In  April  of  last  year  they  were  SO  per 
cent,  below  par  ;  in  July  25  per  cent, 
then  ag^in  SO,  but  now  they  were  only  at 
14}.  This  improvement  had  not  only 
taken  place  on  the  exchanges  with  Ham- 
burgh, but  also  on  those  with  Paris,  which 
in  this  month  were  at  \S\,  while  in  April 
of  last  year  they  were  at  25.  Instead  of 
gold  having  risen,  it  had  considerably 
fallen  in  price;  all  which  circumstances 
shewed,  that  there  was  a  complete  dis- 
tinction between  the  paper  of  the  bank  of 
England,  as  connected  with  the  dealings 
of  this  House  with  regard  to  it,  and  the 
paper  currency  of  other  nations,  which  had 
been  held  up  as  a  warning  to  this  country. 
He  had  also  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  that 
notwithstanding  the  distresses  of  our  ma- 
nufactures in  various  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, the  home  consumption  of  excisable 
articles  had  rather  increased  than  dimi- 
nished. In  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
April,  1812,  the  excise  hcd  produced 
17,950,000/.,  while  last  year  the  same 
branch  of  revenue  was  only  17,S99,000/. 
This  increase  of  600,000/.  might  in  part 
arise  from  some  small  additional  taxation 
last  year;  but  he  believed  he  wasjustified  in 
stating,  that  400,000/.  of  it  arose  from  an 
increased  consumption  of  excisable  ar- 
ticles. It  was  true  the  branch  of  customs 
bad  suBered  considerably;  but  he  was 
•ow  enabled  to  state,  that  the  general 
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produce  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  end- 
ingthe  5th  of  April,  1812,  amounted  to 
6|,SSS,000/.  The  revenue  amounted  to 
62,1SO,000/.  on  the  5th  of  April,  1811  ; 
and  the  defalcation  this  year  would  nol 
exceed  between  8  and  900,000/.  which, 
considering  the  falling-ofi*  in  the  customs, 
afforded  by  no  means  an  unsatisfactory 
view  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  This 
information  he  had  thought  it  right  to 
communicate,  as  calculated  to  afiord  consi- 
derable satisfaction  to  the  House,  and,  to 
shew  that,  whatever  theories  might  be  ad* 
vanced,  they  had  here  the  practice  beforo 
them  to  prove  that,  with  the  circulation  as 
established  by  law,  they  could  support 
the  revenue  as  it  was.  If  his  hon.  friend's 
theory  about  paying  in  gold  was  right, 
they  would  be  in  no  better  situation  by 
adopting  it;  but  if  erroneous,  they  would 
find  they  had  been  trying  an  experiment 
very  fatal  to  the  country.  He  trusted  tbo 
House  would  therefore  agree  with  him 
that  thefe  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
alarm,  and  that  they  would  not  permit  the 
extension  of  so  bentficial  a  measure  aa  th« 
one  now  proposed  to  be  retarded. 

Mr.  Thompton  said,  he  differed  entirely 
from  all  the  opinions  of  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Johnstone).  He  had  never 
known  or  heard  of  any  bank  that  deserved 
to  be  compared  to  the  bank  of  England, 
or  whose  credit  had  ever  risen  to  any 
thing  like  an  equality  with  the  credit  of 
the  latter.  He  had  beard  much  of  depre* 
ciation  arising  from  excess,  but  he  con* 
fessed  he  saw  no  evidence  of  such  excess* 
Gold  indeed  had  risen  in  price  as  wheat 
had  lately,  from  scarcity,  and  scarcity 
alone.  The  real  wealth  of  a  country,  how- 
ever did  not  consist  in  any  amount  of  the 
precious  metals,  but  in  the  amount  of  its 
effective  labour,  and  if  the  export  trade 
could  but  be  re-opened,  all  our  difficulties 
would  disappear.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  the  country  bankers  out^ht 
to  be  compelled  to  pay  the  twelve  mil- 
lions of  small  notes  which  they  had  issued, 
in  cash  ;  but  it  was  rather  hard  to  talk  of 
forcing  the  country  bankers  to  perform 
impossibilities.  They  had  bitbcrio  acted 
from  a  desire  to  accommodate,  in  the  full 
confidence  of  the  solvency  and  wealth  of 
the  Bank,  and  had  first  hmited  their  isnoes 
far  below  the  real  amount  of  gold  in  their 
possession.  He  could  not  but  be  struck 
with  the  doleful  tone  in  which  the  hon. 
member  concluded.  He  had  himself  no 
such  despondency,  and  considered  the 
cases  referred  to  as  altogether  inapplicable 
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to  such  an  iDBiitution  as  the  Bank,  and  to 
the  prestfnt  condition  and  circumstances  of 
the  country.  If  the  people  were  anani- 
mous,-  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  we  should 
weather  the  storm,  and  6nd  a  natural  re- 
medy for  the  difficulties  that  surrounded 
us.  As  to  what  had  been  said  on  the 
connection  between  government  and  the 
Bank,  he  was  fully  persuaded  of  the  per- 
fect independence  of  the  Directors. 

Mr.  D.  Mageru  spoke  against  the  mea- 
sure, as  belonging  to  a  line  of  policy  cal* 
culated  to  throw  the  country  into  a  state 
of  instability. 

Mr.  Bankes  acknowledci^ed  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy  were  strongly^ 
against  the  Bill,  while  it  was  supported  by 
reasons  of  immediate  expediency.  Where 
there  was  only  a  choice  of  difficulties,  he 
would  submit  to  that  which  appeared  the 
more  tolerable,  and  in  that  view  should 
aupportthe  Bill  going  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  Janie$  Sttwari  thought  if  it  did  not 
extend  to  Ireland  that  it  would  tend  to 
the  oppression  of  that  country ;  on  which 
sccount  he  would  give  his  full  support  to 
the  measure* 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  question 
for  going  into  a  Committee  : 

Ayes 87 

Moes 27 

Majority -^0 

LUi  qfikc  MmarUy. 


Bal)ingtoA,  T. 
Busk,W. 
Broughom,  H. 
Bennet,  hoo.  H. 
Canning,  George 
Colborne,  B. 
Creevey,  T. 
I)ickinsoD,  W. 
£den,  G. 
f  rench,  Major 
Giles,  D. 
Grenfell,  P. 
Hutchinson,  C.  H. 
Johnstone,  G. 
Kemp,  T. 


Lamb,  W. 
Lyttelton,  W.  H. 
MarryatCfJ. 
Morns,  R. 
Newport,  Sir  J. 
Okboroei  Lord  F. 
Ponsonby,  G. 
Power,  R. 
Taylor,  W. 
Tierney,  G. 
Thornton,  H. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 

Tellers. 
Pamell,  H. 
Poikestone,  Viscount 


«HH 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Monday,  April  13. 

Petitions  paoM  Newcastlb^  Lcith, 
Edinburgh,  Staffordshire,  and  Wol- 
Vbrhampton^  respecting  the  Renewal 
OF  the  East  India  Company's  Charter.] 
"  A  Petition  of  the  merchanu.  ship-ownera, 
manufacturers,  and  others  interested  in  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  town  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tgnt,  mi  iti  port  and 


neighboarhood,  was  prtaeoted  and  read  ; 
setting  fortb^ 

"  That  the  rarioaa  inaurnoontahle  impe- 
dimenta which  the  present  deranged  state  of 
Europe  oppoaea  to  British  comoaerce,  hara 
impressed  the  mindaof  the  petitionera  with 
the  deepest  concern  and  alarm :  a  decreas* 
ed  and  still  decreasing  trade  cannot  but 
be,  in  its  ultimate  consequences,  ruinous 
to  a  very  large  and  valuable  portion  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  whose  exertions, 
however  prompt  and  assiduous  they  may 
be,  must  necessarily  fail  of  producing  tba 
usual  effects  of  well  directed  industry^  for 
want  of  having  a  secure  and  sufficienly  ex- 
tensive field  open  to  their  commercial  pur- 
suits ;  and,  that,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  petitioners  look  forward  with  great 
anxiety  to  the  approaching  expiration  x>f 
those  exclusive  privilegea  which  have  i>een 
conceded  for  a  limited  period  to  the  East 
India  Company,  and  they  cannot  refrain 
from  humbly  expressing  to  the  House 
their  decided  opinion  that  the  renewal  of 
such  a  commercial  monopoly,in  the  present 
situation  of  the  empire,  would  be  a  mea« 
sure  of  the  most  fatal  policy,  which,  by 
subjecting  the  efforts  of  individual  enter-* 
prize  to  unreasonable  restraint,  must  dimi* 
nish  alike  the  sources  of  private  wealtJi 
and  of  national  revenue ;  and  tfiat  the 
petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the 
House,  that,  however  necessary  excluaive 
privileges  of  this  nature  may  have  been  in 
the  infant  state  of  India  commerce,  tha 
continuation  of  them  is  now  no  longer 
justified  by  necessity  ;  and  that  the  mono* 
poly  in  question  is  attended  with  this 
peculiar  circumstance  of  hardship,  that, 
while  it  excludes  the  British  merchants 
from  all  participation  in  trade  with  the 
countries  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  the  advan« 
tages  to  be  derived  from  that  commerce  are 
open  to  all  foreigners  in  amity  with  Great 
Britain,  by  whom  a  considerable  portion 
of  this  very  trade  is  now  actually  carried 
ou»  with  the  permission  and  under  the 
encouragement  of  the  British  government, 
a  fact  which  in  itself  alooe  affords  a  de- 
cisive answer  to  the  argument  which  haa 
of^en  been  urged  with  apparent  confidence 
in  favour  of  this  monopoly,  that  the  capi- 
tals of  private  adventurers  are  inadequate 
to  th«  proaecutioo  of  ao  extensive  and 
distant  a  trade ;  and  that  the  petitionera 
cannot  doubt  bat  that,  in  whatever  point 
of  view  this  monopoly  nay  be  considered, 
either  with  regard  to  the  unreaaonabieneaa 
i  of  the  privitege  itself,  or  ita  injirians  eficd 
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upon  the  general  mding  iolemli  ef  the 
comnunity ,  tile  abolitioD  of  il  ■loai  appear 
to  be  etaentially  oecenaiy,  at  the  mon 
poweifoUif  notiheonly  neanSyiiow  left 
to  this  country,  of  tecariaff  her  manofiio* 
turea,  her  commerce,  and  her  navigation, 
from  an  OTerwhelming  distress  ui  conie* 
quence  of  the  very  linuted  iiMercewrsa 
now  left  to  British  aabjecta  with  the  Enro» 
pean  continent;  and  praying  tba  Hooae 
to  adopt  such  meatarea  as  to  thesB  ttay 
seem  most  expedieni  to  secani  to.the  sab» 
jects  of  the  British  emphre  at  large,  froai 
the  expiration  of  the  present  Charter  of 
the  East  India  Company,  a  free  trade 
with  those  ezteasiTo  eoontries  from  fHitch, 
by  virlae  of  that  charter,  they  ha?e  hithofw 
to  been  entirely  excluded/' 

A  Petition  of  the  merchant  company  of 
Leith,  was  also  presented  and  read ;  sett- 
ing forth, 

^  That,  ahboogh  the  petitioners  do  not 
call  in  qnestieo  the  wisdom  of  granthsg 
originally  to  the  East  India  Company  a 
mcmopoly  of  the  trade  of  those  vast  re- 
gions, yel  they  do  not  hesitate  to  declare 
that,  in  the  presMit  fettered  stateoftbe 
commeroe  of  this  country  to  most  of  the 
kingdoms  in  Sarope,  that  monopoly 
shooldy  in  their  humble  opinion,  be  no 
longer  coatinoed ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
comiderthe  expiration  of  the  East  India 
Company's  Charter  a  Tory  fortunate  cir* 
cumstance,  as  it  pats  it  in  the  power  of 
the  legislature  to  grant  to  the  country  that 
relief  of  which  it  stands  so  much  in  need, 
by  giving  a  fair  opening  to  the  enterprise 
and  spirit  of  all  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and 
that  the  exclusion  of  his  Majeity^s  subjects 
from  the  trade  to  India,  even  while  it  is 
op«i  to  foreigners  in  amity  with  the  king, 
is  a  grioTance  which  the  petitioners  hum- 
bly yet  confidently  hope  will  be  no  longer 
continued ;  and  that  granting  to  the  port 
of  London  an  exclusive  privilege  for  the 
importation  of  India  goods  is  contrary  to 
the  natural  right  of  every  other  port  in 
the  kingdom,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
discontinued ;  and  that,  should  it  appear 
to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  necessary  to 
grant  at  present  only  a  portion  of  the  re- 
fief  so  much  wanted,  the  petitioners  enter- 
tain a  hope  that  no  exclusive  trade  will 
be  given  to  the  £ast  India  Company  further 
than  from  year  to  Tear,  lest  a  grant  for  a 
longer  period  should  stand  in  the  way  of 
that  gradual,  open,  and  unfettered  com- 
■MTce  to  India,  which  the  petitionen  bam- 
Wy  yet  confidently  hope  vriH  ens  long 


be  given  to  aH  his  Majesty^s  sabjects; 
and  ihat»  deeply  impressed  with  these 
considerations,  the  petitioners  join  with  d| 
tfaehr  fellow  aabjeets  in  dotifoliy  and  re* 
spectfiilly  anboiittlng  to  the  vrisdom  of 
the  House  the  subject  of  this  Petition  ; 
and  playing  the  Honse  to  adopt  such  mea^ 
sore^  and  grant  such  relief,  as  may  appear 
best  calcolaled  for  the  general  wet* 
fare  and  advantage  of  the  British  em* 
popa.'* 

A  Petitien  of  the  company  of  mer* 
chants  of  the  cHy  of  Bdinhnrgh,  waa 
ake  presented  and  read ;   setting  forth, 

''That  the  petitioners,  bemg  informed 
that  some  arrangements  will  soon  come 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  widi 
regard  to  the  trade  to  India,  they  humbly 
hope  that  it  will  in  its  wisdom  dkcover 
good  groonds  for  extending  the  bidulgence 
that  was  granted  to  prrrate  traders  by  the 
Act  1791;  indeed  they  vrould  hope  thai 
parliament  will  judge  it  expedient  to 
place  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  same 
situation  with  regwd  to  the  trade  to  the 
East  Indies  as  they  placed  the  subjects  of 
all  fweign  powers  who  are  in  amity  with 
Great  Britain  by  the  Act  of  the  S7th  of 
his  Majesty ;  aikl,  whatever  extension  of 
the  trade  may  appear  to  parliament  to  be 
proper  to  be  granted,  the  petitioners  hum« 
biy  bi^e  that  that  extension  will  not  be 
limited  to  the  port  of  London,  bat  em« 
brace  such  other  of  the  ports  of  the  king^ 
dom  as  to  parliaoient  in  its  vrisdom  shall 
seem  just,  and  among  others  Leith,  the 
port  of  the  metropolis  of  Scotland ;  and 
the  petitioners  confidently  trust  that,  if 
such  an  extension  of  the  trade  as  has  been 
stated  shall  be  granted,  this  reasonable 
indulgence  will  bive  the  most  beneficial 
effects  on  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  without  injuring  thai 
great  and  important  concerns  or  the  East 
India  Company." 

A  Petition  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  the  city  of  £dinbnr|;fa, 
was  also  presented  and  read ;  setting 
forth, 

*•  That  it  hath  been  represented  to  the 
petitioners  in  their  corporate  capacity,  Ist^ 
that  in  the  present  limited  state  of  the 
commerce  and  manufactures  of  this  coun^ 
try,  owing  to  the  continental  restrictions 
laid  thereon  of  late,  the  trading  and  ma^ 
nufacturing  interests  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  have  tuflbred  greatly ;  and  that 
many  thousands  of  the  workmen  employ*. 
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%A  in  our  manufactures  are  reduced  to  a 
state  of  poverty  and  idleness  without  there 
being  any  immediate  prospect  of  their  be- 
ing soon  restored  to  their  former  situation : 
3d,  that,  by  the  Act  of  the  33d  of  his  pre* 
sent  Majesty,  c.  52,  the  East  India  Com* 
pany  are  vested  in  the  exclusive  right  of 
trade  and  navigation  to  all  those  countries 
comprehended  between  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Magelhui,  contain- 
ing a  population  of  many  millions  of  inha- 
bitants :  3d,  that,  although  all  the  rest  of 
bis  Majesty's  subjects  are  thus  excluded 
from  trading  to  any   part  of  those   ex* 
tensive  territories,  yet,  by  the  act  of  the 
57 th  of  his  Majesty,  c.  57,  the  same  is  al- 
lowed to  the  subjects  of  all  foreign  nations 
in  amity  with  his  Majesty :    4th,  that  the 
East- India  Company  are   not  known  to 
have  hitherto  traded  to  any  of  those  ex- 
tensive countries,  their  own  settlements 
and  China  excepted  :  5th,  that  the  private 
trade  to  the  settlements  of  the  East-India 
Company,  uqder  the  regulations  of  1793, 
is  laid  under  so  many  restraints  as  tend  to 
deter  many  people,  especially  those  who 
are  at  present  unacquainted  with  India, 
and  who  reside  at  home,  from  engaging  in 
it,  while  foreigners,  who  pay  no  part  of 
the  heavy  taxes  imposed  on  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  are  entirely 
relieved  from  the  restraint  of  these  regula- 
tions, by  which  means  they  are  enabled 
not  only  successfully  to  combat  the  exer- 
tions of  the  private  traders  from  this  coun- 
try to  India  under  the  regulations  of  1793, 
but  also  to  compete  with  the  East^India 
Company  itself  both  in  the  East  and  on 
the  contuient  of  Europe  :  6th,  that,  were 
the  trade  to  the  countries  laying  between 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straights 
of  Magellan  laid  open  to  the  industry, 
txertion,  and  enterprise  of  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  and   Ireland   at    large,  it 
would  afford  employment  to  many  thou- 
sands of  workmen  employed  in  the  manu- 
factures of  these  kingdoms,  who  are  at 
present  reduced  to  a  state  of  idleness  and 
consequent  poverty ;   it  would  create  an 
additional  nursery  for  seamen,  a  set  of  men 
who  have,  especially  of  late  years,  emi* 
n^ntly  contributed  to  sustain  the  conse- 
quence, perhaps  even  the  political  exist- 
ence, of  these  kingdoms,  and  would,  at  the 
same  time,  prove  the  means  of  adding  to 
the  ,riches,  the  revenue^  and  the  national 
profperity  of  the  British  empire;  and  pray- 
ing the  House  to  take  the  premises  into 
their  most  serious  consideration,  and  to 
^grant  such  relief  therein  as  to  them  may 


seem  necessary  in  a  matter  of  such  great 
national  concern,  also  to  allow  the  peti- 
tioners to  be  Leard,  by  themselves  or  their 
counsel,  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  in  support 
of  the  objects  of  this  Petition/' 

A  Petition  of  several  manufacturers  of 
China  and  Earthenware  in  the  Stafford- 
shire Potteries,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

''.  That  the  Petitioners,  feeling  with  deep 
concern  the  distresses  with  which  they  are 
affected  in  common  with  the  other  manu- 
facturers in  the  United  Kingdom,  deem  it 
to  be  their,  duty  to  make  the  same  known 
to  the  House;  and  that  the  Petitioners 
firmly  rely  on  the  anxious  desire  of  the 
House  to  employ  the  best  means  for  alle- 
viating the  miseries  occasioned  by  the 
stagnation  of  trade ;  and  they  humbly 
conceivo^  that  the  most  obvious  and  effec- 
tual remedy  is  the  opening  of  new.  markets 
for  our  commerce  and  manufactures ;  and 
that  the  monopoly  of  the  East-India  Com- 
pany has  been  peculiarly  unfavourable  to 
the  introduction  and  consumption  of  arti- 
cles of  British  manufacture  in  the  immense 
and  populous  regions  over  which  they  have 
the  controul ;  and  the  Petitioners  confi- 
dently hope  that  if  the  East  be  rendered 
accessible  to  British  capital  and  British  in- 
dustry, new  markets  of  great  extent  will 
be  opened  to  our  manufactures  and  com- 
merce ;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will 
take  such  measures  as  shall  prevent  the 
renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the  East-India 
Company  ;  but,  if  the  House  shall  think 
fit  to  continue,  in  any  degree,  a  commer- 
cial monopoly  to  the  East- India  Company, 
the  Petitioners*  trusting  with  confidence  in 
their  justice,  wisdom,  and  humanity,  for  a 
due  and  impartial  consideration  of  the  im- 
portant interests  at  stake,  earnestly  be- 
seech the  House,  that  it  may  be  granted 
in  such  terms,  and  with  such  provisions,  as 
may  secure  to  the  subjects  of  this  realm 
the  utmost  freedom  of  trade  that  may  be 
consistent  with  a  restricted  monopoly,  and 
the  enjoyment  at  least  of  such  privileges 
as  are  allowed  to  neutral  nations/' 

A  Petition  of  several  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Wolverhampton,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  who  are  interested  in  the  manu* 
factures  and  commerce  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  was  also  presented  and  read  ; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  humbly  conceive 
they  have,  in  common  with  all  others  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  an  undoubted  right  to 
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a  free  trade  with  erery  part  of  the  British 
empire;  and  that  the  Petitioners  consider 
the  monopoly  of  the  East-India  Company 
to  be  highly  impolitic,  and  excessively  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  United  King* 
dom  ;  and  the  Petitioners  humbly  repre- 
sent tO'  the  House,  that  the  trade  of  the 
town  of  Wolverhampton  has  been  gra- 
dually declining  for  some  time  past,  and  is 
now  so  greatly  diminished,  that  numbers 
of  manufacturers  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  their  families  reduced  to 
the  utmost  distress ;  and  praying  the 
House  to  promote  the  opening  of  new 
channels  for  the  exportation  of  British 
manufactures,  and  especially  to  resist  any 
attempt  that  may  be  made  by  the  East- 
India  Company  for  a  renewal  of  their 
commercial  monopoly/' 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 

Papers  kblating  to  Captain  Kino.] 
The  adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  for 
Papers  respecting  the  case  of  captain  King 
was  resumed.  After  a  few  words  from 
lord  Folkestone  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  sir 
Home  Popham  then  severally  moved  for 
further  papers  as  necessary  to  the  full  elu- 
cidation of  the  case,  which  were  all 
agreed  to. 

Barrack  Estimates.*}  In  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  Mr.  Wharton  moved.  That 
a  sum  not  exceeding  554',441/.  be  granted 
for  the  expences  of  the  Barrack  Depart- 
ment for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Frtmantle  saw  many  things  in  those 
Estimates,  which  appeared  to  him  to  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  explanation.  New 
buildings  which  would  bring  on  a  very 
considerable  expence,  appeared  in  one 
part  of  the  accounts  to  be  ordered  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  in  another  part 
of  themr  be  was  at  a  loss  to  know  whether 
the  whole  of  this  expence  was  now  to  be 
submittedhto  parliament.  The  expence  of 
the  Estimates  for  building  barracks,  ap- 
peared to  be  regularly  increasing  without 
any  apparent  cau^e.  After  adverting  to 
the  expences  of  the  new  buildings  at  Bex- 
hill,  he  made  several  observations  on  the 
estimate  of  the  new  barrack  projected  to 
be  built  in  what  was  called  the  Regent's 
Park.  This  barrack,  which  was  only  in- 
tended for  the  second  regiment  of  Life 
Guards,  was  to  cost  1 38,000/.  Now  it  did 
apptar  to  him  that  it  was  an  enormous 
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9um  to  call  for  in  the  prefsent  times  for  tba 
lodging  of  a  single  regiment  of  horse.  H« 
could  not  well  conceive  a  more  profligate 
waste  of  the  public  money.  At  Liverpool 
it  was  also  proposed  to  build  a  barrack  for 
1,000  men,  at  the  estimated  expence  of 
82,000(.  A  new  stable  at  Brighton  was  to 
cost  26,000/. ;  and  a  new  barrack  at  Bris- 
tol for  8(X>  men,  was  estimated  at  60,000/.- 
These  were  very  large  items,  and  required 
explanation.' 

Mr.  Wharton  said,  it  was  true  that  many 
new  barracks  had  been  proposed  to  be 
built  in  1811;  but  as  it  was  not  now  in- 
tended to  build  them,  the  estimated  ex- 
pence  of  course  was  not  stated  in  the  pre* 
sent  accounts.  The  estimates  were  only 
of  those  buildings  now  in  progress,  and 
which  were  intended  to  be  bompleted. 
The  expence  of  buildings  was  in  one  sche« 
dole,  and  that  of  repairs  and  alterations 
would  be  found  in  another.  The  regiment 
of  Life  Guards  had  hitherto  kept  their 
horses  in  rented  barracks  in  King^street, 
but  the  term  was  expired,  and  if  they 
were  to  be  kept  in  barracks  at  all,  it  was 
necessary  that  they  should  be  built.  At 
Brighton  the  stables  formerly  used  by  th« 
troops  were  in  a  most  dilapidated  statCf 
and  it  was  necessary,  if  troops  were  to  be 
kept  there  at  all,  that  new  stables  should 
be  built.  The  necessity  of  building  the 
barracks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bristol 
arose  from  the  circumstance  of  there 
being  a  considerable  depot  of  French  pri- 
soners in  the  neighbourhood,  amounting  to 
eight  or  ten  thousand  men.  If  the  neces* 
sity  for  the  bttildings  was  admitted,  he 
would  say  that  greater  economy  or  more 
diligent  superintendence  could  not  be  used 
with  respect  to  the  expence.  Those  who 
were  accustomed  to  barrack  estimates  for 
many  years,  would  perceive  that  the  pre* 
sent  was  not  higher  than  was  usual,  and, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  contract  was  generally 
much  within  the  original  estimate. 

Mr.  Fremantle  did  not  mean  to  throw 
the  least  imputation  on  the  Barrack  Board, 
who  were  obliged  to  obey  the  directions 
of  government.  The  sums,  however,  did 
appear  to  him  to  be  very  exorbitant. 

Mr.  Htakiuon  said,  that  notwithstanding 
the  explanation  which  had  been  given,  he 
could  not  feel  satisfied.  He  remembered, 
that  when  he  was  at  the  Treasury,  it  had 
been  proposed  to  baild  a  magnificent  bar* 
rack  at  Islington,  and  the  crround  was  ac« 
tually  mark^  out  for  it.  Now,  although 
this  was  strongly  recommended  by  mili- 
tary authorities,  the  Treasury  thought  the 
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ezpence  too  great,  and  that  it  might  be 
postponed  till  some  other  time.     If  they 
Bad  adopted  all  the  plans  submitted  to 
them  by  the  Military  Board,  an  expence 
of  two  or  three  millions  would  have  been 
incurred  in  building  new  barracks.     In 
ibe  present  times,  however,  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  every  expence  should  be  post- 
poned which  was  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary;  and  that  the  same  considerations 
which  made  the  Treasury  reject  many  of 
those  plans  formerly,  ought  now  to  act 
with  as  much  force  as  ever.     If  the  House 
were  to  calculate  the  expence  of  this  new 
barrack,  they  would  find  that  it  was  near 
4502.   for  every   horse.      It  appeared  to 
him  that  this  was  most  extravagantly  be- 
yond any  thing  that  really  could  be  ne- 
cessary.    It  was  said,  to  be  sure,  that  the 
men  were  also  to  be  lodged   there,  but 
coBsidef  ing  the  manner  in  which  men  of 
tbeir  class  in  life  were  usually  lodsed, 
this  sum  appeared  enormous,  amountmg, 
according  to  the  interest  generally  given 
for  money  laid  out  in  building,  to  40l  per 
annum  for  the  lodging  of  each  trooper 
and  bis  horse.     He  was  afraid  that  in  this 
new  bnildittg  there  would  be  some  attempt 
at  ^lendoor  and  awkward  magnificence, 
and  that  the  building  would  be  something 
between  a  palace  and  a  stable.    At  Liver- 
pool  he  thought  that  it  was  unnecessary 
tn  go  to   such  great  expence,  at  many 
warehouses  might  be  now  got  on  easy 
terms,  which  would  nuke  very  good  tem- 
porary barracks.     He  thought  that  every 
•xpence  thai  cooU  be  spared  ought  in 
the  present  times  to  be  spared,  and  that 
even  if  the  government  were  determined 
tkat  the  expences  ihouid  nmoMilt  to  an 
hundred  millions  a  year,  there  were  other 
ways  of  spending  tM  money  which  would 
he  of  more  nse  ni  the  prosecution  of  the 
pi^esent  war.     He  thought  there  must  be 
reasons  fnlly  as  strong  for  postponing  those 
buildings  now,  as  existed  at  the  time  when 
he  was  in  the  Treasury,  and  he  did  not 
imasine  there  was  any  greater  facility 
of  borrowing  money    now,  than  there 
was  then. 

Mr.  PaneU  thooght  the  House  onght 
tp  panse  before  it  casne  to  a  vote  out  of 
ail  proportion  to  the  objects  epecified. 
He  wished  to  call  their  attention  to  one 
item,  namely,  that  of  25,000/.  paid  to  the 
eomraisstoners  for  auditing  general  Deian- 
cey's  Accounts,  during  the  five  years  that 
they  had  been  employed  upon  them.  K 
the  public  was  to  pay  that  yearly  for  the 
detection  of  official  defaakera^  he  theughl 
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it  would  be  better  to  let  them  go  aUoge* 
ther  unpunished. 

,Mr.  Wharton  observed,  that  barracks 
for  the  Life  Guards  must  be  erected  some- 
where, if  they  were  to  be  in  barracks  at 
all,  for  they  could  not  remain  where  they 
now  were.  The  estimates,  he  admitted, 
were  large;  but  he  apprehended  they 
would  not  be  thought  disproportionate  to 
'  the  intended  purposes  (which  were  obvi- 
ously very  comprehensive)  if  they  were 
compared  with  those  of  any  preceding 
year  in  the  same  departmoQt.  He  repeat* 
ed,  however,  that  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  prices  contracted  for 
would  fall  considerably  within  the  esti- 
mates. There  was  great  inconvenience 
attached  to  the  present  system  of  the  bar- 
racks in  King-street,  which  contained  ac- 
commodation for  the  horses  only,  while 
the  men  were  scattered  ovar  the  whole  of 
this  vast  metropolis.  With  regard  to  the 
*25fiOQi.  for  the  commtssioners  who  were 
auditing  general  Delancey's  accounta,  he 
could  assure  the  House  that  they  had 
saved  the  public  more  than  double  that 
sum. 

The  Clmcelior^theEKcktquertM,  that 
there  was  a  real  necessity  for  erecting  new 
barracks  for  the  Life  Guai>d8.  G^i«m- 
ment  had  been  actually  ejected  from  the 
possession  of  the  present  ones,  and  was 
obliged  to  make  a  new  agreement  with 
the  lessor,  paying  an  annual  addition  of 
9$0L  for  the  convenience  of  remainioc  in 
them  two  or  three  years  longer,  while 
others  were  built.  The  system  of  having 
the  men  difiuaed  ovef  the  nielre|X>lig, 
away  from  their  hoi«es  and  accoutre  • 
meniB,  he  thought  a  very  reprehenaible 
one.  What  might  have  been  the  consc- 
iences, had  such  n  system  been  in  prac- 
tsee  durii^  the  late  dkturbaooes  ?  Might 
nei  the  men  have  b^en  inlercepied  by  the 
meb,  from  reaching  thek  staUe«,  and  the 
peace  «f  the  oapii^  have  been  most  seri- 
ously endangered  ?  The  hen.  gentleman 
ieaagined,  that  it  wookl  he  a  work  of  bad 
taste,  hut  he  could  assure  him,  that  he 
was  not  eonsciona  of  any  unnecessary  ex- 
peMce.  With  reapect  to  the  barracks  at 
Bristol,  it  would  be  hard  to  ascertain  what 
soft  of  bni&ding  'it  shoold  be  which  was  to 
Imt  during  the  war,  if  that  was  a  principle 
ef  llmitaltion  which  the  House  would  be  in- 
clined to  adopt.  If  a^arrack  was  to  be  built 
there,  coiuidering  the  exteirt  and  popula- 
tion of  the  town,  considering  also  the  ac- 
commodation it  woold  afibrd  to  the  mili- 
tary   passing  to  and  irom   Ireland^  he 
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thought  it  should  not  be  built  upon  any 
parsimonious  scale.  The  money  that  was 
thrown  away  under  this  denomination  of 
expenditure^  was  chiefly  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  temporary  barracks,  which 
were  now  in  want  of  repair.  As  to  Liver- 
pool, it  was  considered  to  be  a  great  in- 
convenience  that  there  should  be  no  bar- 
rack there  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  expe- 
dient of  hiring  the  warehouses  for  that 
purpose,  he  hardly  thought  that  govern- 
ment would  be  justified  In  taking  advan- 
tage, as  it  were,  of  the  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  trade  in  that  place. 

Mr.   Wkithread    said,    that    the    right 
bon.  gentleman  appeared  tp  him  to  hjave 
adopted  erroneous  views  upon  the  subject, 
when  he  thought  it  of  such  little  conse- 
quence to    separate    tlie   soldiers    from 
the  people,  as  to  be  surprised  at  any  ob- 
jection to  a  grant  for  that  purpose     The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  argued  that 
general  question  ;  the  time  was  gone  by; 
but  he  would  declare  it  as  his  sentiment, 
that  he  was  extremely  jealous,  and  he  was 
sure  the  country  at  large«was  jealous  of 
the  separating;  system.      It  had  been  said, 
that  great  advantage  was  likely  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  labours  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  audit  General  De- 
lancey's  accounts.    Perhaf»s  st  the  end  of 
four  or  five  years,  if  the  country  should 
exist  so  long  under  such  financiers,  that 
advantage  would  greatly  increase  with  the 
practices  that  rendered  it  necessary.     But 
whence  did  the  advantage  arise?  What 
was  the  qecessity  under  which  this  boasted 
aaving  was  made  ?  The  want  of  care  in 
the  controuling  power.    The  negligence 
and  mismanagement  of  those  who,  by  pro- 
per application,  ought  to  have  prevented 
the  occurrence  of  evils  instead  of  leaving 
ns  to  be  obliged  to  the  commissioners  for 
the  ascertainment  of  their  extent.    It  was 
expected  that  if  the  commissioners  pro- 
ceeded^ many  other  defalcations   would 
appear.     To  him  this  was  not  consoling. 
An  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  once,  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  the 
▼ictim  of  the  departments,  and  the  public 
were  given  to  understand  that  the  hon. 

gentleman  had  left  the  Treasury  through 
isgust  at  the  want  of  a  sufficient  controol. 
But  did  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
tile  Exchequer  think,  that  he  wanted  mili- 
tary controul  over  the  people  of  this 
country }  Even  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
to  think  would  last  long,  and  which  he 
was  sure  would  last  as  long  as  the  career 
(VOL.  XXII.) 
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of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  would  it  be 
necessary  for  us  to  look  forward  totbii 
prospect  of  overawing  them  ?  Was  this  « 
principle  to  be  maintained  ?  Did  any  one 
ever  hear  a  minister  coolly  assert  it  ?  But 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  disapproved  of 
the  idea  of  applying  any  of  the  warehouses 
of  Liverpool  to  the  purpose  of  accommo* 
dating  the  military.  He  who  bad  made 
the  loom  useless,  and  the  warehouse  idle^ 
who  had  spread  starvation  and  discontent^ 
had  disapproved  of  that  which  to  him  sp* 
peared  a  natural  course  of  proceeding-— 
that  of  filling  the  warehouses  with  soldiers 
for  the  purpose  of  controuling  the  people 
under  the  inflictions  he  had  brought  on 
them  and  on  the  country.  But  it  had 
been  said,  that  there  were  French  prisoners 
at  Bristol.  He  would  answer,  so  there 
had  for  the  last  twenty  years.  But  evte 
if  the  right  fion.  gentleman  had  been  en* 
deavourtng  to  make  the  expence  come  op 
to  an  hundred  millions,  did  he  think,  or 
could  he  think,  that  for  three  years  more 
the  country  could  go  on  as  it  was  now 
going }  If  things  proceeded  as  they  were 
now  proceeding,  if  expences  continued  to 
accumulate,  and  means  to  diminish,  ihtf 
must  look  for  relief  to  a  peace  with  toe 
enemy,  a  peace  which  his  measures  hltl 
rendered  .unavoidable.  In  the  transactions 
of  past  years  he  saw  many  great  and  glo* 
rious  opportunities  of  ending  this  warneg* 
lected  and  lost,  while,  at  present,  the  sys* 
tem  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  cal- 
culated to  produce  the  necessity  of  peace 
by  submission.  •  But  why  was  it  necessary 
that  the  horse  and  the  soldier  should  1ms 
more  together  now  than  at  any  other  timet 
Did  a'ny  reason  exist  now,  that  did  not 
exist  before,  why  the  soldier  and  the  gc« 
neral  population  of  the  country  should  be 
kept  apart,  or  why  barracks,  which  he  had 
always  regarded  in  conformity  with  the 
opinions  of  the  most  constitutional  autho* 
rities,  as  fortresses  for  controuling  the  kingji- 
dom,  should  be  multiplied  and  enlarged  ^ 
As  to  the  policy  of  it,  merely  with  regard 
to  the  soldier,  he  understood  that  when 
the  men  were  on  serrice,  those  who  csnii 
from  regular  barracks,  were  not  so  health- 
ful  as  others,  so  that  even  military  purposes 
were  not  likely  to  be  served  by  it.  One  of  * 
the  most  lavish  expences  under  this  head 
was  incurred  by  the  purchase  of  old  houses 
et  Clifton,  in  s  mined  state,  without  % 
window ;  but  now  we  were  going  beck  to 
Bristol  again,  to  guard  the  French  pri- 
soners. Would  to.  God  that  they  were  all 
out  of  this  coantry,  whether  we  continee 
(X) 
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Ht  war  or  not!    The  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded, with  repeating  his  determination  to 
'  vote  against  the  resolution. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  must  be  positive  in- 
deed upon  the  subject,  and  confirmed  in 
the  opinion  he  had  formed,  when  he 
thought  it  right  not  only  to  censure  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  government,  but 
to  vote  against  »tbe  Resolutions  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr  WhUhread,  in  explanation,  stated, 
that  his  objection  went  only  to  the  grant 
for  building  barracks. 
.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
ceeded to  observe,  that  to  refuse  it  with- 
out knowing  whether  the  soldiers  could  be 
otherwise  accommodated,  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  inconvenience.  He  sup- 
posed, however,  that  by  the  debating 
strain  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  adopt,  and  the  topics  to 
which  he  had  resorted,  he  expected  to  do 
much  towards  tranquillizing  the  country. 
When  he  brought  forward  his  arguments 
attributing  the  starvation  he  described  to 
the  conduct  of  government,  did  he  really 
think  there  was  any  thing  in  their  man- 
ner of  conducting  the  war  against  France, 
which  operated  to  produce  the  scarcity  at 
Liverpool  ?  Did  he  think  there  was  any 
thing  in  it  to  call  down  the  vengeance  of 
'Providence  on  our  heads,  and  provoke 
him  to  deny  the  harvest  to  our  hopes  ?  If 
not,  how  could  the  hon.  gentleman  shut 
his  eyes  to  what  every  man  could  see  but 
himself,  and  resort  to  those  imputations, 
9vhich  no  man  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  could  hesitate  to  reject  ?  He 
would  own  that  in  some  inflammatory 
publications  he  had  met  with  some  topics 
to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded; 
but  he  did  not  expect  that  any  member 
could  be  found  who  would  come  down  to 
that  House  for  the  purpose  of  making  such 
statements.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
spoken  of  golden  opportunities  for  making 
peace,  which  ministers  had  neglected: 
Dut  he  did  not  say,  he  could  not  say  whe- 
ther one  of  those  opportunities  presented 
itself  now ;  and  if  no  such  opportunity 
existed,  where  was  the  policy  in  asserting, 
that  there  was  no  salvation  for  the  country 
but  in  peace  ?  It  would  be  impossible  for 
bim  to  say  so  much  against  the  peace  he 
recommended,  as  by  saying  that  we  were 
unable  to  go  on  with  the  war.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  always  said  that  he  would 
not  accept  of  peace  but  upon  honourable 
termi.    If,  then,  peace  could  not  be  ob- 
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tained  upon  honourable  terms,  there  was, 
according  to  the  hon  gentleman's  own 
feelings,  and  those  of  the  country,  but  one 
alternative.  Why  then  should  the  hon. 
gentleman  give  the  sanction  of  his  au* 
thority  to  the  opinion,  that  the  war  could 
not  be  conducted,  and  that  we  were  only 
to  look  for  consolation  to  the  event  of  the 
enemy  granting  us  peace  ?  Nothing  could 
be  more  improper,  nothing  more  unjust, 
nothing  more  dangerous  to  the  security  of 
the  country,  or  more  calculated  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people  under  the  present 
high  price  of  provisions,  than  flinging  out 
opinions  of  this  sort  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  great  contest  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged. He  would  maintain,  and  he 
thought  the  hon.  gentleman  might  have 
been  included  amongst  the  number  of 
those  who  would  insist  upon  the  same 
doctrine,  that  if  we  could  not  obtain  peace 
upon  honourable  terms,  vve  must  mamtain 
the  war  at  all  hazards,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  the  last  extremity. 
As  to  what  had  been  said  of  his  intention 
to  keep  the  people  down  by  a  military 
force,  when  he  had  driven  them  to  mad- 
ness by  his  policy,  he  would  ask  where 
was  the  proof?  In  that  candour  of  mind, 
in  which  he  hoped  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  not  deficier^t,  he  might  have  acknow- 
ledged, for  he  must  have  known,  that  it 
was  at  le^st  a  matter  of  serious  doubts  whe- 
ther all  the  difficulties  experienced  in  our 
trade,  would  not  have  been  aggravated,  if 
they  were  not  met  by  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. In  two  years  after  the  adoption  of 
those  Orders,  this  fact  was  demonstrated 
by  an  increase  of  our  trade.  Yet  the  hon. 
gentleman  went  on  with  his  old  proof,  or 
rather  with  his  old  statement,  in  defiance 
of  this  striking  fact,  and  insisted  that  our 
sufferings  were  not  owing  to  the  Decrees 
of  the  enemy,  but  to  our  own  Orders  in 
Council.  If  this  was  a  logic,  he  was  sure 
it  was  not  a  logic  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man would  apply  to  any  other  subject ; 
this  confusion  of  cause  and  effect,  this  an- 
ticipation of  consequence  over  the  means 
that  produced  it,  could,  in  no  other  than  a 
political  case,  have  warped  the  clear  mind 
of  the  hon.  gentleman.  But  if  he  was 
right  in  supposing  that  the  effects  which 
preceded  the  Decrees  were  not  to  be  as- 
cribed to  it,  how  was  it  fair  to  represent 
them  as  the  act  of  our  own  government  ? 
Was  this  his  wisdom,  was  this  bis  policy, 
was  this  his  patriotism  ?  The  reasoning  qf 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  go  to  turn  all 
the  resentment  not  against  the  enemy«  but 
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against  the  government ;  and  that  too,  at 
a  time  when  we  were  engaged  in  war  with 
an  enemy  who,  if  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
not  aware,  intended  our  destruction,  he 
must  be  ignorant  of  what  was  knowq  to 
every  body  else.  From  this  country  he 
had  met  with  his  most  efiectual  check  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  insatiable  ambition^  and 
in  bis  progress  to  universal  empire  and 
universal  tyranny,  his  certain  disappoint- 
ment. If  the  hon.  gentleman  did  not  see 
this,  and  he  trusted  in  God  that  he  did 
not,  when  he  called  upon  the  country  not 
to  look  to  Buonaparte  and  to  France,  but 
to  its  own  government,  with  indignation, 
and  ascribed  the  inflictions  of  Providence 
to  them  alone  ;  if  he  did  not  see  this,  but 
could  make  such  statements  with  a  con- 
viction that  he  was  doing  right,  he  was 
sure  that  such  sentiments  would  meet  with 
little  sympathy  and  little  support — (Loud 
and  continued  cheers.) 

Mr.  Whiibreud  rose,  evidently  in  great 
agitation,  and  began  by  declaring  that  if 
it  was  not  in  that  House,  he  would  ask  the 
warmest  friend  or  the  loudest  cheerer  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whether  the 
whole  of  his  speech  was  not  a  gross  mis- 
representation ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  that  he  had 
obtained  a  victory  over  him.  No;  it  was 
a  victory  over  his  own  invention.  The 
House  of  Commons  was  a  fine  place^-the 
constitution  of  England  was  a  great  thing — 
every  thing  was  to  be  admired,  respected, 
and  supported,  when  an  adventurer  from 
the  bar  was  raised  by  his  talent  for  de* 
bate  to  a  great  situation,  but  a  great  situa- 
tion which  nobody  but  himself  could  have 
accepted  under  such  circumstances. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  here 
signified  his  dissent  from  the  statement 
that  nobody  would  have  accepted  the 
situation  but  himself. 

Mr.  Whitbread  repeated  the  statement, 
maintained  the  truth  of  it,  and  added, 
*'  If  you  doubt  me,  I  refer  you  for  in- 
formation to  a  Letter  signed  Spencer  Per- 
ceval/' (Loud  cries  of  Order  from  all 
parts  of  the  House,  followed  this  expres- 
sion, and  Mr.  Whitbread  attempted  for 
some  time  in  vain  to  be  heard). 

Mr.  Yorke  rose  to  order.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  just  made  one  of  the  most  out- 
rageous personal  attacks  on  his  right  hon. 
friend,  which  had  ever  been  heard  in  that 
House.  With  respect  to  the  justice  or 
propriety  of  the  attack  thus  made,  he- 
Mr.  Fonsanby  rose  to  order— (Here  the 
disorder  became  general,   and   cries  of 
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Chair  !  Chair !  resounded  through  the 
House;  at  length  Mr.  Ponsonby  obtained 
a  hearino) — I  call  the  right  hon,  gentle- 
man  himself  to  Order,  and  on  this  ground, 
that  he  having  risen  to  call  my  hon.  friend 
to  order,  did  not  confine  himself  to  that 
point,  but  thought  proper  to  advert  to 
other  topics,  thereby  transgressing  the  re- 
gulations of  the  House.  I  speak  this 
before  high  authority,  who  will  contradict 
me  if  I  should  be  incorrect. 

Mr.  Lushmgton,  the  chairman,  then  de» 
clared  his  opinion  to  be,  that  Mr.  Whit- 
bread had  been  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitbread  got  up  again,  and  con- 
fessed he  had  risen  in  some  heat^  and  un- 
consciously at  the  time  had  exceeded  the 
limits  of  debate.  He  would  however  say, 
that  if  he  was  described  as  having  told  the 
people  that  they  were  to  regard  the  go- 
vernment rather  than  Buonaparte  as  their 
enemy,  it  was  a  gross  misrepresentation. 
Unfortunately  it  was  too  much  a  practice 
to  identify  the  government  with  the  mi- 
nister, and  convert  the  fair  claims  of  the 
former  to  support  and  attachment,  into  a 
blind  approbation  of  the  measures  of  the 
latter.  Whatever  might  be  the  construc- 
tion put  upon  his  words ;  he  was  deter* 
mined  ever  to  speak  out  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  conceal  no  part  of  the  truths 
and  to  lend  no  helping  hand  to  the  delu- 
sion, any  more  than  to  the  ruin  of  the 
people.  He  knew  nothing  more  likely  to 
prove  destructive  to  the  safety  and  great- 
ness of  the  people  than  the  prevalence  of 
a  different  doctrine.  He  did  not  confound 
the  visitations  of  Providence,  with  the  de- 
crees of  France,  or  the  measures  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  But  he  knew  that 
thousands  of  manufacturers  were  now  out 
of  employment,  and  that  tens  of  thousands 
were  now  working  at  reduced  wages, 
which  scarcel}'  sufficed  to  procure  them 
subsistence.  Was  he,  when  he  declared 
this,  telling  the  hungry  man  that  he  had 
no  bread  ?  He  knew  that  an  unreformcd 
House  of  Commons  had  approved  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, and  of  all  his  Orders  in  Council,  but 
he  knew  too,  that  the  people  and  the  mer- 
chants out  of  the  House,  were,  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  of  very  different  opi- 
nions. Was  not  this  table  already  covered 
with  petitions,  that  daily  multiplied ;  and 
had  he  indeed  abandoned  all  his  pa- 
triotism, when  he  stated  this?  As  to  what 
he  had  said  with  respect  to  peace,  how 
was  it  possible  for  him  to  speak  positively 
as  to  the  fitness  of  the  present  momeut^ 
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but  bow  could  any  time  be  found  appro'^ 
priate,  unless  the  e^cperiment  were  made  ? 
Would  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  looking 
back  to  that  history  in  which  he  was  so 
Well  read«  pronounce  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  we  were  hereafter  likely  to  obtain 
such  desirable  conditions  of  peace  as 
might  have  been  obtained  at  any  former 
periods  !  The  right  hon.  gentleman  boast- 
ed of  our  being  the  great  and  only  barrier 
to  Buonaparte's  desire  of  universal  domi- 
nion. On  this  point  there  could  be  no 
dispute  ?  why^  were  we  so  ?  Because  it 
was  the  policy  of  the  authors  of  this  and 
the  preceding  war  Whieh  had  made  us  so; 
which  bad  first  made  Buonaparte  consul 
for  life,  and  afterwards  in  alliance  with  his 
own  talents^  had  made  him  emperor,  and 
had  enabled  him  to  trample  upon  every 
hostile  state.  The  same  errors  and  falla- 
cies were  still  circulating  and  still  be* 
lieved  ;  one  day  Prussia  was  said  to  be 
arming  against  France,  on  another  she 
was  described  as  uniting  her  force  to  that 
of  France,  to  assist  in  crushing  the  only 
independent  state  remaining  on  the  con- 
tinent. It  was  his  duty,  then,  to  ask  the 
people  to  be  misled  no  longer  by  the  fatal 
policy  of  ministers;  and  he  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself,  not  to 
become  the  victim  of  his  own*  infatuation, 
by  bringing  the  country  to  the  end  of  its 
resources.  He  believed  the  period  must 
soon  arrive  when  this  would  be  the  case. 
He  should  be  sorry  if  any  thing  bad  fallen 
from  him  that  might  bear  an  interpreta- 
tion foreign  to  his  intentions^  but  he  had 
deemed  it  an  impressive  duty  to  enter  into 
this  avowal  of  his  sentiments. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  declared, 
that  every  offensive  impression  which  the 
hon.  gentheman  had  made,  more  on  the 
feelings  of  his  hon.  friends  than  on  his 
own,  was  completely  removed.  He  had 
certainly  not  attributed  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman that  which  he  imagined  him  to 
have  done.  As  to  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  the  House,  he  held  it  to  be 
desirable  that  in  populous  towns  the  sol- 
diery ought  rather  to  be  kept  apart,  than 
to  be  quartered  on  the  people.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  again  alluded  to  the  Orders 
in  Council ;  but  could  they  be  said  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  corn,  when  it 
was  generally  known  that,  notwithstanding 
their  operation,  eight  millions  had  been 
paid  last  year  for  foreign  corn  imported  ? 
The  fact  was,  that  the  scarcity  was  felt  as 
severely  in  France  at  present  as  in  Eng- 
land* 
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Mr.  Stephen  confessed  that  he  did  not 
hear  the  first  speech  of  the  hon.  gent,  but 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  hear  the  two  last. 
He  should  certainly  think  himself  greatly 
wanting  in  his  duty  to  the  public,  if  he 
did  not  endeavour  to  counteract,  by  every 
effort  in  his  power,  the  mischievous  misre- 
presentations of  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment which  were  circulated  insidiously 
through  the  country.  Those  misrepre- 
sentations were  calculated  to  divert  the 
resources  of  the  country  from  that  patriotic 
channel  in  which  they  ought  to  flow,  into 
a  channel  of  disaiiection ;  they  were  calcu- 
lated to  make  men  turn  away  their  con- 
fidence from  the  conductors  of  our  public 
affairs,  and  to  make  them  believe,  that 
until  certain  measures  were  adopted — until 
a  change,  which  he  knew  to  be  impossi- 
ble, should  take  place— the  country  could 
never  regain  its  former  prosperity.  It  was 
the  proper  and  peculiar  duty  of  a  member 
of  parliament  not  to  suffer  the  public  to 
be  deluded  by  artful  misrepresentations, 
— not  to  suffer  their  ignorance  or  their 
prejudices  to  be  worked  upon  by  those 
persons  in  the  country,  who  seemed  to 
spend  their  time  and  talents  in  poisoning 
the  minds  of  the  people.  He  could  con- 
ceive nothing  more  mischievous  in  a  po- 
litical, nor  more  infamous  in  a  moral  sense, 
than  the  propagation  of  faisbood  which 
was  now  disseminated;  of  falshood  he 
should  say,  because  there  were  many 
members  on  the  benches  opposite,  and 
even  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  who  had  admitted  at  various 
times  that  the  efiRsct  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  was  not  such  as  was  now  attri- 
buted to  them.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
paper  which  was  just  one  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  now  crowded  the  country 
newspapers,  and  in  hand  bills  crept  through 
the  country  ;  this  paper  was  signed  ''  A 
Staffordshire  Potter,''  and  it  set  out  with 
a  most  notorious  falshood,  that  before 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  under  the  first 
operation  of  Buonaparte's  decrees,  our 
trade  was  not  diminished.  (Hear,  hear, 
from  Mr.  Baring.)  What  ?  did  he  hear  a 
cheer  from  any  gentleman  opposite  ?  or 
was  the  cheer  from  him  who  had  often 
taken  part  in  debates  on  this  subject,  and 
who  most,  therefore,  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  truth  of  the  fact  which  he  was 
alluding  to  ?  Did  the  hon.  gentleman 
mean  that  tlie  representation  of  the  paper 
was  right  ?  If  so,  he  should  certainly  move 
a  resolution  on  the  fact,  and  have  it  of- 
ficially before  the  House  (Move^  mote ! 
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from  the  Opposition  benches.)  .  He  dis- 
dained those  sneering  cries,  because  he^ 
knew  that  there  was  no  person  who  would 
venture  to  call  upon  him  seriously  for 
proof  of  a  fact  which  was  in  evidence  be- 
fore the  House.  It  was  already  known, 
that  during  the  first  three  months  after  the 
issuing  of  Buonaparte's  decrees,  until  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  adopted,  our  trade 
had  not  only  diminished,  but  was  entirely 
at  a  stand ;  that  there  were  no  exports, 
and  that  many  of  the  cargoes  which  had 
cleared  the  rirer  Tor  the  continent  w^re 
obliged  to  be  relanded.  The  insurance 
was  even  so  high  as  60  per  cent.  ;  so  that 
scarcely  any  underwriter  was  to  be  found 
who  would  subscribe  one.  This  wus  a 
stubborn  fact ;  and  yet  in  defiance  of  such 
a  truth,  there  were  men  who  could  be  base 
enough  to  mislead  poor  ignorant  manu- 
facturers, and  make  them  attribute  to  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  the  government  who 
advised  them,  the  very  contrary  of  their 
operation.  *  Such  a  bold  and  rank  impos- 
ture he  would  not  impute  to  any  member 
of  that  House,  because  he  was  aware  that 
the  intentions  of  them  all  were  puce ;  but 
he  would  say,  that  such  an  imposture  must 
proceed  from  a  French  party,  animated 
by  FrencK  spirit,  imbued  with  French 
principles,  entertaining  French  views, 
discontented  with  their  own  government, 
and  willing  to  rush  upon  measures  that 
must  be  fatal  to  all  that  Englishmen  hold 
dear,  to  the  freedom  that  iinglishmen 
cherish,  and  the  independence,  without 
which  they  would  not  care  to  exist.  Such 
a  deed  as  this  imposture,  in  such  a  coun- 
try, and  under  such  a  government,  was 
unparalleled  in  the  baseness  and  profligacy 
of  mankind.  In  justice  to  the  poor  de- 
luded manufacturers,  he  wished  to  see 
these  detestable  arts  abandoned  ;  and  this 
efibrt  of  his  indignation  was  directed  to  no 
other  purpose.  He  begged  the  lurking 
authors  of  those  misrepresentations  to  look 
to  the  consequences ;  to  see  that  they 
were  only  paving  the  way  for  the  ravages 
of  military  force,  and  exposing  the  nation 
to  a  deluging  waste  of  blood. — The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  then  proceeded  to 
shew,  that  in  the  six  months  subsequent  to 
the  issuing  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  the 
country  had  reached  a  pitch  of  prosperity 
unknown  at  any  former  period  of  our  his- 
tory,— that  our  exports  were  unexampled, 
amounting  to  no  less  than  to  an  excess  oif 
10  millions.  Afler  this  statement,  he  would 
put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
8DaD>  whether  he  was  fair  in  the  introduce 
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tion  into  his  speeches  of  those  little  epi* 
sodes  on  the  Orders  in  Council ;  whether 
his  custom  of  flinging  a  remark  or  two  on 
this  subject  into  the  context  of  his  casual 
speeches,  wals  altogether  very  gracious^ 
when  he  always  declined  making  any 
specific  motion,— any  motion  that  could 
be  distinctly  met  by  the  evidence  of  facta 
which  were  too  strong  to  be  broken  down* 
The  hon.  gentleman  was  always  carping 
at  the  Orders  in  Council,  save  the  first 
two  y»ars  when  he  thought  it  convenient 
to  be  silent  on  their  effects;  and  now 
again  he  came  forward  with  his  views, 
and  prospects,  and  prophecies  ;  and  it  ap« 
peared  that  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 
alternative  for  England  but  inability  to 
carry  on  the  war  or  submission.  Really, 
although  he  was  not  himself  totally  devoid 
of  apprehension,  he  confessed  that  he  de* 
rived  some  consolation  from  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's evil  predictions.  In  fact  the 
hon.  gentleman's  prophecy  was  to  him  the 
very  best  security  he  could  wish  for.  The 
reputation  of  a  prophet  seemed  to  be  the 
fame  now  most  in  vogue  ;  and  if  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman  was  very  soar- 
ing, be  would  recommend  him  to  be- 
come Editor  of  Moore's  Almanack,  in 
which  work  he  could  have  a  wide  field  for 
the  display  of  his  abilities.  The  predic- 
tion of  sun-shine  in  the  dog-days,  or  a  fall 
of  snow  in  December,  might  fortuitously 
and  felicitously  turn  out  to  be  realised,  and 
the  character  of  the  hon.  gentleman  might 
be  retrieved.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman then  argued,  that  the  present 
scarcity  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  the 
Orders  in  Council,  contrary  to  what  he 
understood  had  been  stated  by  the  hon. 
gentleman.  (Here  Mr.  Wbitbread  signi- 
fied his  dissent.)  He  was  glad  to  see  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  disavowed,  by  his  ges- 
ture, that  he  had  imputed  the  scarcity  to 
the  government,— that  was  at  least  one  ad- 
vantage gained  by  this  irregular  discus- 
sion. As  to  the  asperity  of  the  beginning 
of  the  debate,  after  the  display  of  good  hu- 
mour by  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  should  not 
repeat  the  offensive  expressions  which 
were  applied  to  his  right  hon.  friend.  At 
the  same  time  he  could  not  help  saying, 
that  when  his  right  hon.  friend  was  repre- 
sented by  the  hon.  gentleman  as  rising  to 
his  station  by  talent,  and  ingenuity,  and 
dexterity,  and  afterwards  said  to  have  ob- 
tained his  place  because  no  one  else  would 
take  it,  there  was  some  little  appearance 
of  discrepancy  in  the  hon.  gentleman't 
assertions.    At  one  time  it  was  bis  dex* 
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terltyi  and  tbe  next  moment  it  was  the  re- 
fusal of  others  to  take  his  situation^  that 
kept  him  in  it.  His  right  bon.  friend's 
dexterity  must  certainly  be  very  formida- 
ble, when  there  was  no  person  on  the 
other  side  who  would  venture  to  change 
places  with  him.  But  if  it  was  not  even 
choice  but  necessity  to  which  his  right 
hon.  friend  owed  his  situation,  he  must 
say,  that  it  was  a  most  fortunate  necessity 
for  the  country.  If  tbe  withholding  of 
their  services  on  the  part  of  others  was 
the  means  of  preserving  his  right  hon. 
friend  to  his  country,  then  that  refusal 
was  a  most  important  event  in  the  history 
of  England,  and  would  be  equally  an  im- 
portant event  to  his  character.  It  would 
shew  that  his  fame,  which  was  progres- 
sively increasing,  and  would  increase  to 
ages,  arose,  not  from  any  ardent  and  san- 
guine love  of  power — that  its  spring  was 
not  in  ambition,  but  that  it  was  driven  to 
display  itself  by  tbe  disinclination  of  others 
to  strengthen  the  administration,  to  share 
in  the  toils  and  perils  of  his  situation.  It 
was  pleasing  to  him  to  say,  that  he  knew 
no  minister  who  had  better  graced  his 
pre-eminence  ;  and  under  his  auspices,  he 
was  confident  that  this  country  would  not 
be  reduced  to  the  disgraceful  alternative 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site.—'The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
concluded  by  saying,  that  if  any  blame 
was  to  be  attached,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  the  late  ministers  were  to  be 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  issuing 
the  first  of  them,  and  of  establishing  their 
principle ;  and  by  alluding  to  the  report 
of  the  French  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
who,  in  his  report  to  the  Conservative  Se- 
nate, of  the  10th  of  March,  laid  it  down  as 
a  maxim  what  would  ultimately  destro}' 
the  naval  superiority  and  maritime  rights 
of  Great  Britain,  namely,  that  '*  free  ships 
made  free  goods.''  Buonaparte  was  now 
sending  forth  his  thunders  to  the  Baltic, 
and  Great  Britain  should  be  roused  there- 
by to  more  determined  resistance. 

When  Mr.  Stephen  sat  down,  Mr. 
Lushington  begged  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  business  before  them  at 
present  was  merely  the  Estimates  for  the 
Barrack  Department. 

Mr.  Pottsonby  said,  that  if  the  chairman 
had  not  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  tbe  immediate  business  before 
them,  he  certainly  should  have  done  so ; 
he  would  not  however  take  up  much  of  its 
time.    Tbe  boo.  and  learaed  gentUman 
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who  spoke  last,  had  indulged  himself  in  a 
most  lavish  panegyric  on  his  right  hon. 
friend.  Why  not?  Was  it  not  most 
natural  that  he  should  do  so  ?  For  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  by  any  calamity 
not  been  minister,  the  hon.  and  learned 
encomist  never  would  have  had  the  place 
he  now  held.  The  hon,  and  learned  gent- 
leman had  advised  his  hon.  friend  t(^  be- 
come editor  of  Moore's  Almanack ;  but  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
whether  his  hon.  friend's  foresight  was 
defective  in  every  other  respect  except 
changes  of  the  weather.  His  hon.  friend 
had  foretold  that  this  country,  under  the 
management  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
would  be  neither  prosperous  nor  happy  : 
and  now  for  a  few  plain  matter  of  fact 
questions.  Two  years  ago  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  effected  his  loan  at  70  in  the 
3  per  cents.;  last  year  at  64;  and  he 
should  like  to  know  was  that  any  mark  of 
extraordinary  prosperity  ?  Did  be  ex- 
pect this  year  to  get  it  higher  than  o9 ; 
and  would  this  also  be  a  step  in  the  na- 
tional prosperity  ?  Were  these  calculations 
entirely  within  the  range  of  Moore's  AU 
manack  ?  His  hon.  friend  was  not  so  absurd 
as  to  attribute  the  present  scarcity  te  the 
Orders  in  Council  as  its  immediate  cause  ; 
but  he  said,  that  the  operation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  made  relief  more  difficult. 
Again,  was  not  America  affected  by  our 
Orders  in  Council  ?  There  was  enougbf 
be  was  afraid,  of  real  evil  on  this  pointy 
and  very  little  need  of  the  aid  of  prophecy. 
He  had  promised  not  to  stray  much  from 
tbe  question ;  and  what  was  the  true  ques- 
tion ?  Was  it  not  whether  we  should  vote 
the  present  immense  sum,  or  go  on  in  a 
limited  scale  of  expence  ?  Was  it  neces- 
sary for  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  to  an 
honourable  issue,  that  138,000^  should  be 
spent  on  accommodations  for  350  men  and 
horses  ?  Was  that  necessary  ?  Was  that 
prudent  ?  The  right  hon*  gentleman  on 
the  floor  (Mr.  Huskisson)  had  stated  our 
annual  expenditure  at  30  millions  in  one 
way  alone;  and  with  such  an  expence, 
was  it  right  to  be  ^  profuse  as  to  throw 
away  138,000/.  on  a  stable  ?  Would  the 
building  of  the  stable  help  us  to  a  more 
honourable  conclusion  of  the  war?  His 
hoD.  friend  was  blamed  for  hinting  at 
peace.  ^  If  no  person  but  those  in  the  se- 
crets of  the  cabinet  was  ever  to  ask  for 
peace,  he  was  afraid  that  we  should  be 
troubl«4  with  very  little  mention  of  it.  As 
to  the  'proper  time  for  urging  the  neces* 
sity  iff  p^ej  np  p^embei:  o?  parUameojt 
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could  have  any  other  ground  to  go  on  bat 
general  pacific  principles ;  and  it  was  on 
such  that  his  hon.  friend  always  acted. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
the  panegyrici  seemed  to  be  very  indig- 
nant against  inflammatory  productions. 
All  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
it  seemed,  were  quite  in  a  passion  that  such 
horrible  productions  could  have  been  re- 
sorted to.  They  scorned  to  descend  to 
such  arts.  Oh  dear,  yes,  they  rose  above 
such  meanness:  they  never  deigned  to 
play  upon  the  vulgar  passions  or  prejn-' 
dices  of  the  people  !  They  never,  inno- 
cent souls !  imagmed  such  a  thing  as  the 
Church  in  Danger  !  They  never  dealt  in 
hand*bills.  They  knew  nothing,  for  in- 
stance, of  the  No  Popery  placards  in  Man* 
Chester ;  and,  unquestionably,  the  imme- 
diate  actors  there  had  no  connection  or 
dependence  upon  government  I  The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  too,  had  been  very  com- 
passionate to-night.  He  would  not  deny 
food  even  to  his  'bitterest  enemy.  What 
a  happy  philanthropy !  How  greatly  mutt 
the  g^d  wishes  of  that  side  c^  the  House, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  human  race,  be 
lately  increased  !  and  yet  how  Intrurive 
would  recollection  sometimes  be,  for  he 
declared  he  could  not  help  remembering, 
that  it  was  those  very  moral  and  religious 
ministers  who  were  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
Peruvian  bark  to  France. — (Loud  cries  of 
hear,  hear !) 

Mr.  Huskisson  agreed  with  the  ideas  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  on  the  question  immediately  before 
the  House.  If  the  House  was  prepared, 
without  document  of  any  kind,  to  say  that 
133,500/.  should  be  granted  for  barracks 
for  380  men  and  horses,  and  that  accom- 
modation for  them  couldnot  be  more  econch 
mically  procured,  then,  and  not  otherwise, 
they  would  vote  for  it.  He  proposed  that 
this  part  of  the  estimates  should  be  post- 
poned till  the  House  should  be  satisfied  on 
this  head. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  any  delay  un- 
necessary. No  farther  information  could 
be  furnished  on  the  subject ;  and  the  mi- 
litary department  had  declared  the  bar- 
racks indispensibly  necessary. 

Mr.  Rote  was  ready  to  maintain,  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  not  the  cause 
of  producing  a  greater  state  of  distress  in 
the  country.  They  did  not  prevent  a 
supply;  on  the  contrary,  they  gave  fiici< 
lity  to  the  supply,  in  *aid  of  the  people. 
Grain  principally  came  from  the  Barnc* 
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and  with  the  porta  there  the  Orden  in 
Council  had  nothing  to  do.  He  was  afraid, 
if  gentlemen  were  sanguine  in  the  expec* 
tation  of  getting  supplies  from  any  part 
of  Europe,  they  would  be  disappointed. 

Mr.  Wkkbread  wAdif  that  the  petitioners 
who  had  come  to  sovernment,  and  alsQ 
to  parliament,  complained  that  they  were 
in  a  state  of  starvation  arising  from  the 
want  of  employment,  in  consequence  of 
which  they  were  without  money  to  bur 
food^a  situation  to  which  they  were  re» 
duced  in  consequence  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  He  had  observed  it  stated,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose]  had*, 
to  some  of  those  petitioners  who  waited 
upon  him  from  fiirmingham,  compared 
France  and  England  to  two  men  up  to 
their  neck  in  water,  who  must  try  which 
of  them  could  stand  the  longest  without 
being  drowned.  He  could  not  suppose 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  so  ex- 
pressed himself.  He  was  satisfied  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  could  not  have  used 
such  a  metaphor,  conceiving  as  he  did^ 
the  good  ship  of  England  to  be  so  high 
above  water. 

Mr.  Bon  said  he  had  been  very  hardly 
dealt  with  in  the  business  alluded  to.  m 
c<nifessed  that  some  such  comparison  had 
fallen  from  him  [Laughter]— but  denied 
that  he  had  treated  the  dntressei  of  the 
Birmingham  petitioners  with  any  thing 
like  levity. 

Mr.  Whithtad  did  not  suppose  that  the 
right  honl.  gentleman  could  have  though^ 
of  treating  with  levit;)^  persons  in  so  peri* 
lous  a  situation  as  he  himself  had  described. 

Mr.  Baring  agreed  that  the  Orders  ih 
Council  had  no  immediate  effect  in  pro* 
ducing  the  scarcity  of  food,  though  it  was 
equally  true,  that  by  reason  of  those 
Orders  in  Council,  the  manufacturers  were 
deprived  of  the  means  of  purchasingfood^ 
were  it  before  them  in  abundance.  jEvery 
thing,  in  his  opinion,  depended  on  economy 
in  our  expenditure,  and,  therefore,  he  waa 
against  the  present  grant. 

Mr.  FuXder  would  not  consent  to  repeal 
the  Orders  in  Council,  though  it  were  even 
true  that  he  could  get  nine  shillinn  • 
pound  for  his  sugars  in  France.  If  the 
two  coontriei  must  be  like  two  fellows 
umping,  each  strivinff  to  save  himself  the 
ongest  above  water,  let'  it  be  so;  but  Old 
England  should  never  yield  to  France. 

Mr.  Httiliifoii  said,  he  should  move  thai 
instead  of  534,000/.  the  grant  be  reduced 
to  400,000/. 

1SU%  Wym  objected  to  a  grant  whicE 
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Einounted  to  no  less  a  sum  than  380/.  per 
man  and  horse.  In  other  barracks  the  es- 
timate was  82/.  per  man.  Was  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that  300/.  was  for  each  horse's  stall  r 

Mr.  Wharton sM,  the  estimate  only  cor- 
responded with  other  estimates. 

Mr.  Caicrafi  observed,  that  barracks  had 
been  built  in  his  neighbourhood  for  100 
cavalry,  at  an  expence  of  about  6,000/. 
"^  Mr.  Wharton  said,  that  ground  for  exer- 
cising was  to  be  inclosed  to  the  amount  of 
about  27  acres. 

Mr.  Fremantle  objected  to  granting  a 
larger  sum  than  it  was  calculated  the  in- 
tended barracks  would  cost. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excheguet  said,  that 
the  sum  proposed  was  not  for  procuring 
accommodation  for  the  horses  and  men 
alone,  but  for  the  Staff  also,  for  an  inclosed 
exercising  ground,  ftnd  for  temporary  ac- 
commodation within  the  walls  for  a  larger 
body  of  horse,  when  occasion  should  re- 
quire. 

Mr.  WhUhread  appealed  to  the  Commit* 
tee  if  there  was  a  single  man  in  the  House 
who  had  had  the  smallest  idea  of  the  na- 
ture of  this  grant  till  now.  Either  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  knew 
more  on  this  subject  than  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  did,  or  the  latter  had  not  done 
his  duty.  He  asked,  would  the  hon.  Se- 
cretary not  now  agree  to  postpone  this 
grant  ?  Or  would  not  the  Committee  feel 
a  jealousy  how  they  acceded  to  the  grant- 
ing of  money  on  such  an  estimate  ? 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said  the  question  was  not, 
whether  this  sum  should  be  voted  at  all  or 
not ;  but  whether  or  not  time  should  be 
given  to  the  Committee  to  understand 
what  they  were  doing.  All  he  should 
lay,  if  it  was  true  that  France  and  England 
were  now  to  be  compared  to  two  men  up 
to  the  neck  in  water,  and  if  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, barracks  for  350  soldiers  were 
to  cost  England  133,000/.  it  was  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  which  of  the  two  must  be 
choaked  first.  * 

Lord  Folkestone  strongly  objected  to  a 
larger  grant  than  was  proved  to  be  neces- 
sary, particularly  for  the  erection  of  bar- 
racks, which  that  House  and  the  country 
bad  been  accustomed  to  regard  with  a  jea- 
lous eye.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  too,  fur- 
nished additional  ground  for  postponing 
the  grant  till  the  House  *was  better  in- 
formed. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the  num- 
bers were,  against  the  Amendment  88 — 
For  it  40— Majority  48. 
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Tuesday,  April  1 4. 

East  India  Company's  Charter.] 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  the  merchants  a(id  manufac- 
turers of  Sheffield,  pointing  out  the  great 
advantages  which  would  result  to  them 
and  to  the  country  in  genera],  from  a  re- 
newal of  the  East  India  Company's  Char* 
ter. — ^The  Petition  having  been  read, 

Earl  Fiizwilliam  observed,  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Petitions  then  lying  on  their 
lordships'  tabfe,  against  the  continuance  of 
the  East  India  Company's  monopoly, 
others  were  preparing  in  every  city  and 
town,  throughout  the  kingdom ;  it  was 
therefore  right  that  the  people  should  be 
apprised  of  what  step  government  intend- 
ed to  take. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  it  certainly 
was  desirable,  that  information,  both  as  to 
the  time  when  any  measure  on  this  subject 
would  be  brought  forward,  and  to  the  ob- 
ject which  ministers  had  in  view,  should  be 
imparted  to  the  House  and  the  public. 
He  did  not  mean  to  follow  up  this  obser- 
vation by  introducing  any  thing  like  a 
discussion.  But,  ^  he  should  be  glad  to 
learn,  whether  government  intended  to 
leave  the  East  India  Company  in  complete 
possession  of  the  trade,  to  diminish  it  par- 
tially, or  to  throw  it  open  entirely  ?  This 
information  was  not  only  necessary  to  the 
manufacturer,  but  to  the  public  in  general. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  said,  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  negociation  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  East  India 
Company,  it  was  out  of  bis  power  to  giva 
any  distinct  answer. 
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Earl  Grey  said*  It  had  been  truly  ob» 
served  by  his  noble  friend,  that  Petitions 
were  preparing  against  the  East  India 
Company's  monopoly,  in  almost  every 
town  in  the  kingdom ;  and>  with  such  an 
interest  at  stake,  and  so  much  attention 
and  anxiety  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
pabiic,  surely  they  had  a  right  to  expect, 
that  the  business  would  have  been  so  ar* 
ranged  by  government,  that  it  would  be 
brought  forward  at  a  time  when  all  the 
consideration  due  to  its  great  importance 
could  be  paid  to  it.  But  now  he  under- 
stood from  the  noble  earl,  that  the  discus- 
sions between  mmisters  and  the  Com- 
pany were  not  yet  closed,  and  therefore 
they  were  not  ready  to  give  any  specific 
answer.  What,  then,  would  be  their  si- 
tuation, if  the  discussion  were  delayed  till 
a  very  late  period  of  the  session  ?  Could 
they  then  give  the  subject  that  deep  con- 
sideration which  it  deserved?  He  did 
not  wish  to  press  ministers  to  introduce 
any  premature  or  hasty  measure  on  the 
subject ;  but  if  they  were  not  now  prepar- 
ed to  submit  a  proposition  to  the  legisla- 
ture, or,  at  a  very  early  perio<l  indeed, 
from  this  time,  he  hoped,  as  the  Charter 
would  not  expire  for  two  years,  and  as  the 
interests  concerned  were  various  and  com- 
plicated, that  it  would  not  be  brought  for- 
ward during  the  present  session. 

Bank  op  England.]  Earl  Grei^  rose  to 
bring  forward  the  motion  respecting  which 
he  had  recently  given  notice.  It  would 
go,  he  observed,  Brst,  for  an  account  of 
the  total  value  of  the  notes  refused  in  pay- 
ment at  the  Bank  since  the  year  1797,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  forged,  distin- 
guishing the  value  of  those  in  each  re- 
spective year  since  that  period.  To  this, 
he  believed,  no  objection  would  be  made. 
But  the  information  he  most  wished  for, 
and  without  which  the  anterior  would  be 
nugatory^  was  an  account  of  the  number 
of  the  notes  so  presented ;  this  he  thought 
more  esjjecially  necessary,  with  a  riew  to 
the  discussion  of  the  measure  which  would 
ere  long  come  before  that  House.  Such  a 
statement  alone,  he  said,  would  enable 
them  to  form  a  judgment  how  far  indivi- 
duals were  likely  to  suffer  in  that  way 
under  the  system,  which  that  measure 
went  to  extend,  and  to  continue.  The 
noble  earl  then  moved  for  an  account  of 
the  value  of  the  notes  as  above,  from  the 
year  1797  to  the  latest  period  the  same 
could  he  made  up,  distinguishing  the  no- 
minal value  of  the  notes  so  presented  in 
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etch  year,  &c.  which  was  forthwith  agreed 
to  by  the  House*  His  lordship  then 
moved  for  the  production  of  an  account  of 
the  number  of  notes  so  presented  and  re- 
turned. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  obserred,  that  to 
the  first  part  of  the  noble  earPs  proposi- 
tion he  thought,  under  the  present  cir« 
cumstances,  and  with  reference  to  the  Bill 
in  its  progress  in  that  House,  no  rational 
objection  could  be  made.  It,  besides^ 
would  furnish  all  the  necessary  or  useful 
information  desired,  inasmuch  as  the  spe- 
cification of  the  value  in  each  year  would 
shew  the  progress  as  well  as  the  extent  of 
the  evil.  With  regard  to  that  under  con- 
sideration, be  certainly  entertained  no  ob- 
jections ;  it  would  also,  on  the  noble  earl's 
own  ground,  afford  but  little  further  in- 
formation, except  a  distinction  was  made 
between  the  notes  beloyv  and  above*  tho 
sum  of  51.  One  strong  objection  was,  that 
it  would  afford  information  as  to  what  de- 
scription of  notes  forgeries  might  be  the 
more  ea^^ily  made  ;  every  useful  purpose 
would  be  answered  by  a  specification  of 
the  actual  number  and  total  value  of  the 
notes  refused  in  each  year,  and  what  was 
new  proposed  appeared  to  him  at  best  to 
be  unnecessary  and  superfluous. 

Earl  Gfffy  thought,  by  what  fell  from 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  he  must  have 
misapprehended  the  object  of  his  motion  ; 
it  went  to  shew  what  he  allowed  to  be  pro- 
per, the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  which 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  shewn  without 
an  account  of  the  number  of  instances  in 
which  the  evil  had  taken  place ;  it  was 
not  so  much  the  amount  as  in  the  nature 
of  the  sum,  and  the  multiplicity  of  in- 
stances in  which  the  offence  had  been 
committed.  It  was  said  not  to  exceed 
9,00()/.  as  to  nominal  value,  one  year  with 
another,  but  without  a  specification  of  the 
numbers,  they  could  not  tell  whether 
forgeries  were  committed  in  nine  instances 
of  1,000/.  each,  or  in  nine  thousand  in- 
stances of  \l  each.  He  had  no  objection 
to  amend  his  motion  as  suggested,  by 
calling  for  a  distinction  of  the  notes  under 
and  above  51. ;  and  as  to  the  objection  of 
the  noble  carl^  that  to  publish  the  descrip- 
tion of  notes  would  be  injurious,  he 
thought  it  could  not  really  be  believed, 
that  the  practitioners  in  forgery  wanted 
any  information  through  the  medium  of 
that  House.  One  great  object  should  be 
the  diminution  of  opportunities  for  the 
commission  of  the  offence  alluded  to,  as 
far  as  possible,  for  it  np^de  one's  blood  run 
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cold  to  read  the  facts  id  the  papers  of  the 
nuQibers  brought  to  trial  on  such  charges, 
and  sent  away  with  verdicts  of  Guilty — 
Death. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  contended,  that 
every  useful  purpose  would  be  answered 
from  the  accounts  already  ordered.  He 
was  far  from  wishing  to  withhold  any 
information  really  useful  or  necessary : 
the  real  question  to  be  considered  was> 
whether  the  evil  complained  of  was  pro- 
gressively increasing  or  not,  and  -  that 
would  fully  appear  by  the  accounts  just 
ordered. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended,  that 
the  specification  called  for  by  his  noble 
friend,  was  necessary  to  elucidate  that 
part  of  a  very  important  subject.  The 
noble  Secretary  seemed  to  have  forgot,  that 
l^efore  1797,  notes  of  1/.  and  21,  were  un- 
known in  the  country.  The  forgeries 
were  said  to  be  chiefly  for  those  low  sums, 
and  it  was  proper  they  should  know  how 
far  the  evil  arose  from  that  system  which 
the  expected  Bill  went  to  enforce  and  to 
continue. 

Earl  Stanhope  hoped  their  lordships 
would  permit  him  to  say  a  few  words  re- 
specting the  opinions  just  declared  upon  a 
very  important  subject.  He  believed  it  to 
be  fact,  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
value  of  the  forgeries  had  been  in^  the 
imall  notes.  He  did  not  approve  of  the 
motion  as  then  worded ;  it  was  liable  to  an 
objection  urged  by  the  noble  Secretary,  as 
to  its  tending  to  mislead.  He  saw  no  rea- 
son, however,  why  his  noble  friend  should 
not  call  for  a  specification  of  all  the 
classes  of  notes  in  which  forgeries  were 
committed.  It  was  a  topic  to  which  he 
believed  he  had  given  ten  times  the  atten- 
tion given  to  it  by  all  the  members  of  par- 
liament put  together.  He  had  suggested 
.  a  mode  which  would  go  to  prevent  forge- 
ries at  home  ;  but  what  was  greatly  to  be 
feared  was  the  effects  of  foreign  forgery, 
whenihese  notes  should  be  put  on  a  dif- 
ferent footins;  the  forgeries  would  be 
extensive  and  systematical.  Their  lord- 
ships recollected  the  forgeries  of  the  as- 
sigaats.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  in  its 
progress  to  that  House,  the  great  object 
with  respect  to  it,  and  the  subject  of  which 
it  formed  a  part,  was  that  the  holder  of 
the  note  should  receive  the  value  it  was 
worth.  Every  thing  that  could,  should 
be  done  to  prevent  forgery  and  its  conse- 
quences ;  and  also  to  render  the  person 
who  held  a  note,  certain  that  he  would  re- 
.  cetve  that  which  was  its  value.    In  that 
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view,  the  fullest  information  should  be 
afforded.  One  great  means  which  led  to 
the  facility  of  forgery  was  the  wretched 
style  of  executing  notes ;  and  i,t  had  been 
said  to  him,  jocosely  no  doubt,  that  they 
ought  not  to  hang  those  who  forged,  but 
the  Bank  directors  for  making  the  notes 
so  liable  to  be  forged. 

Earl  Grey  amended  his  motion,  in  the 
way  suggested  by  his  noble  friend ;  and 
the  question  being  put  thereon,  their  lord- 
ships divided. 

For  the  motion     •     -     -    -     12 
Against  it    -    -    •    -     -    -    27 

Majority    •    -'    -     -    — 15 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  Hopse  a  statement 
of  the  period  at  which  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  England  gave  u(x  indemnifying 
the  holders  of  forged  notes.— On  this  pro- 
position some  conversation  took  place. 

Lord  Holland  expressed  his  surprise  that 
ministers  seemed  unwilling  to  acquiesce  in 
propositions  of  the  kind,  until  they  had 
consulted  the  Bank  directors.  The  mo- 
tion he  thought  necessary,  and  adverted 
to  the  period,  as  long  subsequent  to  the 
restriction  on  the  Bank.  He  noticed  the 
circumstance  of  a  forged  note  he  had 
brought  some  years  after  that  period,  and 
which  he  had  communicated  to  the  Bank 
as  connected  with  a  system  of  forgery, 
said  to  be  then  going  on.  He  was  offered 
indemnification.  But  he  could  not  avoid 
observing,  that  it  was  to  the  disgrace  of 
the  country  that  the  example  was  set,  not 
by  individuals,  but  by  the  government  it- 
self, and  it  was  to  the  shame  of  the  coun- 
try that  the  practice  should  be  approved 
in  the  tribunals,  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
against  the  enemy  of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  with  re- 
respect  to  any  specific  proceeding  of 
the  government  of  the  country  at  the 
time  adverted  to  by  the  noble  baron, 
he  certainly  could  not  speak  from 
any  personal  knowledge;  but  they  all 
knew,  that  when  the  circumstance  had 
been  expressly  referred  to  in  that  House 
^t  was  strongly  denied  and  disclaimed 
by  a  noble  baron  (lord  Grenville)  then 
holding  a  high  situation  in  the  govern- 
ment, who  denied  that  such  a  fact  had 
ever  taken  place.  With  respect  tp  the 
idea  held  by  the  noble  baron,  of  his 
proneness  to  consult  those  whose  interests 
were  so  immediately  concerned,  he  had 
to  state,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him,  not 
only  in  the  case  of  the  bank  of  England, 
but  of  any  other  public  body  whose  in- 
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tereits  were  deeply  implictled,  to  ende*- 
▼our  to  learn  whether  trnportant  objections 
were  entertained,  and  where  tbeaewere 
con^nnnicated,  he  always  exercised  his 
own  Jodgment.how  far  such  constituted  a 
fit  ground  for  objection  or  argoment  in 
fNurliamentary  discussion. 
The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

p£TiTio]is  PBOM  Pbrth,  SamOFSUBS, 
Mancbesti^r,  and  Blackburn  bbspbctino 
THE  Renewal  of  the  East  India  Com* 
pant's  Chabter.]  a  Petition  of  several 
merchants,  manufacturers,  and  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  of  Perth,  wu  presetted 
and  read ;  setting  forth,  ' 

''  That  the  Petitioners,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  their  fellow  subjects,  conceiTe 
that  they  hare  a  right  to  a  free  trade  with 
all  parts  of  the  British  empire,  under  such 
regulations  as  justice  and  sound  policy 
may  require ;  and  that  they  forbc«r  en- 
termg  into  the  discussion  of  the  territorial 
rights  of  the  East  India  Company,  or  the 
internal  goremment  of  its  possessions,  but 
they  humbly  confide  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  that,  on  the  expiry  of  the  present 
Charter,  the  important  mterests  of  the 
Company  will  be  settled  on  liberal  and 
fair  principles,  compatible  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  free  trade  to  India,  under  equi- 
table regulatiqps,  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  subjects  of  the^ United  Kingdom; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  humbly  apprehend, 
that  the  natural  effect  of  throwing  open 
the  trade  to  all  the  countries  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  will  enable  the  manu- 
facturers to  exert  their  skill  and  industry 
with  increased  energy  and  advantage,  and 
not  only  tend  to  relie? e  them  under  their 
present  hardships,  but  also  the  numerous 
class  of  suffering  operatifes,  who  are,  by 
the  calamities  of  the  times,  and  the  tyran- 
nical restrictions  of  the  enemy,  deprired 
of  their  ordinary  means  of  support ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  measures 
on  the  expiry  of  the  present  Charter  as 
may  establish  and  confirm  the  sanction  of 
a  free  trade  to  the  British  merchant,  under 
suitable  regulations,  to  the  eastern  parts 
of  the  world,  neither  cramped  by  unne- 
cessary restrictions,  nor  fettered  by  ezclu- 
si?e  monopolies,  as  at  present,  nor  injured 
by  preferences  granted  to  neutral  nations.*' 

A  Petition  of  the  iron  masters,  proprie- 
tea  of  the  principal  iron  works  in  Shrop- 


shire, was  also  presented  and  ratd ;   sew 
ting  forth, 

^  That  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  ro*  > 
present  to  the  House,  that  though  they  art 
folly  sensible  that  it  is  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  every  subject  of  these  realms  to  sub* 
mit,  and  the  Petitioners  are  willin|^  cheer- 
fully to  submit,  to  evorv  commiercial  rega« 
latiott  and  restriction  by  mhich  the  wel* 
(m  of  the  state  is  essentially  promotedt^ 
yet  they  apprehend,  and  beg  leave  t^ 
state,  that  the  principle  of  restraining  ihm 
sulijects  of  these  realms  firom  trading  witk 
foreign  nations  and  our  distant  poftsessioM» 
by  granting  an  esclosi?e  eijercise  of  that 
right  to  a  Miartered  company,  is  so  far 
from  being  essentia^  to  the  welfare  of  thm 
state,  that  it  in  itself  is  an  obstacle  to  tbo 
increase  of  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  those  fbreiffn  nationa  and  distant  pos* 
sessions;  and  that  the  principle  of  con* 
ducting  trade  with  foreign  nations  and  dis» 
tint  possessions,  by  mfans  of  a  chartered 
company,  tends  to  increase  the  price  paid 
by  ttiem  for  the  transport  of  our  manufa€« 
tures,  and  to  enhance  that  which  the  Peti- 
tioners psy  for  their  produce,  and  thereby^ 
instead  of'^being  a  benefit  to  this  country^ 
is  an  injury,  and  consequently  an  iiyn*" 
tice,  to  both;  and  therefore  praying,  tna^ 
if  possible,  the  esclusife  Charter  of  that 
East  India  Company  may  be  abolished,,  or 
that,  if,  from  circumstances  not  within  ihm 
knowledge  of  the  Petitioners,  it  should  ap» 
pear  to  the  House  necessary  to  concede  to 
the  East  India  Company  the  exclosife  pri* 
vilege  of  tradtnff  to  some  particular  nation 
situated  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  HopOf 
such  concession  may  be  as  limited  as  tho 
nature  of  the  case  will  admit ;  and  the 
Petitioners  earnestly  intreat  of  the  House 
so  in  its  wisdom  to  protect  the  rights  of 
his  majesty's  subjects,  as  that  they  may 
not  be  restricted  firom  a  free  intercourse 
with  our  Indian  possessions,  nor,  without 
absolute  necessity,  from  trading  with  any 
of  those  nations  which  are  situated  beyond . 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope/' 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  manu- 
facturers, and  other  inhabitants,  of  the 
town  of  Manchester,  was  also  presented 
»and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  firom  the  circumscribed  state  of 
their  trade  with  the  European  continenl^ 
the  Petitioners  are  more  particularly 
anxious  that  a  free  intercourse  may  be  so* 
cured  to  them  with  all  the  countries  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  ap- 
protching  termination  of  the  East  Indie 
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Company's  Charter;  and  the  Petitioners 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  assure  the 
House  of  their  Erm  conviction  that  the  un- 
restrained exercise  of  that  right  is  essen- 
tially necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
>  manufacture rsj  and  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  Kingdom ; 
and  the  Petitioners  humbly  submit,  that 
their  right  to  a  free  participation  in  the 
commerce  with  all  the  prohibited  coun- 
tries, on  the  expiration  of  the  East  India 
Company's  present  Charter,  is  unquestion- 
able ;  and  that  the  success  of  the  subjects 
of  foreign  powers,  in  a  traffic  which  has 
been  denied  to  the  Petitioners,  has  made 
them  more  deeply  sensible  of  the  priva- 
tion, and  completely  proved  that  the  trade 
is  within  the  reach  of  individual  exertion ; 
and  praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  mea* 
sures  as  may»  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
existing  Charter,  secure  to  all  his  majes- 
ty's ^ubject8  a  free  trade  from  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  Uniied  Kingdom  with  all  the 
countries  situated  to  the  East  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope/' 

A  Petition  of  the  cotton  manufacturers, 
bleachers,  and  printers  of  the  town  and  vi- 
cinity of  Blackburn,  was  also  presented 
<md  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  presume  to  petition 
the  House  not  to  renew  the  East  India 
Company's  Charter,  and,  in  doing  so, 
they  deem  it  their  humble  duty  to  state 
the  causes,  as  briefly  as  the  importance  of 
the  case  will  admit,  of  their  objection  to 
the  exclusive  privileges  granted  to  that 
body ;  that,  to  deprive  an  individual  of 
the  free  employment  of  his  industry  and 
capital,  must  tend  to  discourage  enter- 
prize,  to  repress  exertion,  and  greatly  to 
obstruct  the  progress  of  national  prospe- 
rity :  in  the  early  stages  of  commerce, 
there  might  be  reasons  to  justify  exclusive 
monopolies  to  joint  stock  companies,  the 
wealth  of  the  community  being  low,  the 
combination  of  a  number  of  small  capitals 
may  be  nece<\sary  to  form  a  fund  for  an 
undertaking  of  any  considerable  magni- 
tude: if  the  proposed  object  of  adven- 
turers be  attended  yiith  apparent  hazard, it 
may  be  wise  in  government  to  encourage 
such  adventurers,  by  allowing  them  ex- 
clusive privileges;  and  on  these,  or  simi- 
lar considerations,  the  Petitioners  presume 
the  various  privileged  companies  in  Eng- 
land were  first  formed ;  of  these  the  East 
India  Company  alone  has  been  enabled  to 
prolong  its  existence :  the  Petitioners  will 
Aow  endeavour  to  iiM>w,  that  the  reasons 


for  supporting  monopoly  no  longer- exist: 
the  capital,  commercial  spirit,  and  com* 
mercial  knowledge  of  the  British  merchant 
are  unbounded;  free  ports  of  trade  to 
carry  off  the  immense  manvfactures  of  the 
United  Kingdom  are  very  limited  indeed^ 
and,  tKat  they  are  by  no  means  adequate^ 
is  most  plainly  shewn  in  the  distress 
which  pervades  every  manufacturing  dis- 
trict; and  that,  when  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's monopoly  was  granted,  almost 
every  port  in  Europe  was  open  to  the  in- 
dependent trader,  now  almost  every  One 
is  shut  against  him;  and  the  Petitioners 
submit,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  joint 
stock  company  to  convey  our  manufac- 
tures into  many  of  the  ports  betwixt  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of 
Magellan,  that  would  be  resorted  to  by 
independent  adventurers  if  they  were  per- 
mitted to  make  their  election ;  and  that 
the  delays  and  abuses  known  to  exist  in 
managing  the  concerns  of  the  Company^ 
being  prevented  by  individual  attention 
and  economy,  will  be  the  means  of  in-* 
creasing  the  ability  of  this  kingdom  to 
undersell  all  others  in  foreign  markets ; 
but,  if  the  Company  can  carry  on  its  trade 
to  greater  advantage  than  the  private 
merchant,  it  will  reap  its  merited  benefit 
by  the  competition,  and,  without  coiDpe<« 
tition,  the  Petitioners  respectfully  contend^ 
that  the  commerce  of  Britain  neither  would 
have  risen  to  its  present  standard*  nor 
will  it  increase  to  bear  the  increasing  ex- 
pences  of  the  nation ;  and  that  it  is  a  well 
ascertained  fact,  that,  during  the  time  of 
the  Protectorate,  there  were  men  who 
boldly  violated  the  East  India  Company's 
Charter,  and  carried  on  the  trade  with 
such  success,  that  they  were  able  to  sell 
the  commodities  of  the  East  in  the  differ* 
ent  markets  of  Europe  on  lower  terms 
than  had  ever  been  known  ;  and  at  this 
day,  individual  Britbh  merchants  have 
traded  to  India  with  profit,  even  under  all 
the  difficoltiea,  delays,  and  taxes  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  Company ;  but  the 
American  merchaati,  anfetiered,  have  em* 
braced  tbe  lavoorable  opportunity  held 
out  to  them  by  the  act  37  Geo.  5,  c.  57, 
and  have  now  deprived  the  Cooaparty  of 
the  adi^antage  of  aopplying  principally 
not  only  tbe  continental  European  mar- 
kets, but  also  those  of  South  America,  the 
West  Indies,  thoea  in  ibe  Medilenranean, 
and  eve*  Maha :  and  that  this  trade,  sup* 
ported  fio  doubt  in  part  by  British  capital, 
which  the  law  does  w>t  piermil  its  owaera 
to  amplej  directly  themselvea^  baa  mk 
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creased  with  nneztmpled  rapidity,  enrich* 
ing  the  individuaU  engaged  in  it,  and 
yearly  adding  to  the  reaonrces  of  their 
country,  whilst  the  English  trade  has  be- 
come less  eztensif e  and  profitable ;  and 
that,  confident  the  House  will  form  ita  de- 
cision npon  this  great  qneslioa  from  a 
consideration  of  the  present  and  not  the 
former  situation  of  the  British  dominioDi, 
the  Petitioners  humbly  hope,  that  their 
Petition,  according  with  the  sentiments  of 
so  many  respectable  and  deeply-interest- 
ed merchanu  and  manufecturers,  will  be 
graciously  received,  and  that  their  fervent 
wishes  may  not  be  disappointed/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petitions  from    Staffordshire    and 

YoRKSHIkB    RESPBCTING    TUB    OrDBRS    IN 

Council.]  Lord  Leveson  Gower  present- 
ed a  Petition  firom  several  manufacturers 
of  china  and  earthenware  in  the  Stafford- 
shire potteries ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  Staffordshire  potteries,  eon- 
taining  originally  but  few  inhabitants,  and 
possessing  little  except  the  rude  produc* 
tions  of  nature,  have,  by  the  skill  and  indus. 
try  of  the  potters,  become  the  seat  of  ma- 
nufactories of  national  importance,  giving 
support  to  a  considerable  population,  and 
supplying  tonnage  to  a  great  amount  for 
the  coasting  trade  and  for  inland  naviga- 
tion in  the  conveyance  of  raw  materials, 
the  products  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  Dorset, 
Kent,  Derbyshire,  and  Wales,  and  in  the 
transport  of  a  bulky  manufactured  article ; 
and  that  in  time  of  peace,  the  productions 
of  these  roanutactories  found  their  way  to 
all  parts  of  the  known  world,  but  smce 
the  commencement  of  the  present  unex- 
ampled system  of  commercial  warfare, 
they  have  experienced,  in  common  with 
the  others  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  pri- 
vations unavoidably  produced  by  a  total 
exclusion  from  the  continent  of  Europe; 
suid  that  restricted  as  the  Petitioners  were, 
by  the  severe  prohibiting  decrees  of  the  • 
enemy,  from  any  participation  in  the  con- 
tinental trade  of  Europe,  it  became  of  the 
highest  importance  to  preserve  our  exten- 
sive and  valuable  commerce  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  every  means 
consistent  with  our  national-  honour  and 
interest ;  and  they  humbly  conceive  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  issued  in  1 H07,  and 
continued  in  certain  of  their  provisions  in 
an  Order  of  1 809,  were  intended  to  force 
a  commercial  communication  with  the 
continent  of  Europe  from  the  pressure  of 
iu  necessities',  but  instead  of  producing 
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that  effect,  they  are  manifestly  the  causa 
of  still  further  curtailing  our  trade,  by  de* 
priving  us  of  the  market  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  only  one  of  import- 
ance  which  was  left  open  to  us ;  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  Berlin  Decree  our 
trade  with  the  United  States  was  as  flou- 
rishing pB  at  any  former  period  until  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  issued,  followed 
by  the  American  embargo  and  Non- Im- 
portation laws ;  and,  when  the  Petitioners 
consider  the  naval  superiority  of  this 
country,  they  cannot  suppose  it  would 
have  been  interrupted  by  that  Decree,  or 
by  any  other  within  the  power  of  th« 
enemy ;  and  that  it  is  with  the  roost  pain* 
fisl  anxiety  the  Petitioners  find  themselves 
compelled  to  represent  the  present  de- 
pressed and  alarming  state  of  their  trade> 
the  number  of  bankruptcies  is  uuf^rece- 
dented,  more  than  one  fifth  of  our  manii* 
factories  are  unoccupied  and  falling  to 
decay,  and  the  remainder,  many  of  which 
are  at  work  on  the  prospect  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  American  market,  are  employ- 
ed on  the  average  to  little  more  than  half 
their  usual  extent,  great  numbers  of  work- 
men are  without  employment,  and  they 
and  their  families  are  dependent  upon  our 
daily  increasing  poor  rates  for  subsist- 
ence; and  praying  the  House  to  take 
such  measures  as  to  them  shall  seenf 
meet,  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  prevent  the  still  greater  cala- 
mities which  the  Petitioners  are  persuad- 
ed would  result  from  the  continuance  of 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  April 
1 809." 

Lord  Milton  presented  a  Petition  from 
several  merchants  and  manufacturers  in- 
terested in  the  woollen  tra^e,  and  resident 
in  the  West  Riding  ef  Yorkshire  ;  setting 
forth, 

**  That  the  Petitioners  form  a  consider- 
able portion  of  that  description  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  whose  persevering  indus- 
try has  contribi^ed  to  raise  to  a  pre-emi- 
nent degree  of  wealth  and  sreatness  this 
their  native  country ;  and  that  the  Pteti* 
tioners  are  sensible  of  the  efjcisting  national 
difficulties,  and  of  the  various  and  unjisl 
means  devised  by  the  inveterate  and  sub- 
tle enemy  of  their  country  to  injure  and 
destroy  their  national  independence,  and 
have,  therefore,  borne  without  complaint 
a  large  portion,  and  are  yet  willing  cheen* 
fully  to  vndergo  their  share,  of  the  pri- 
yatioos'^  necessary  to  tfkct  the  national 
stfety,  but  they  caraMt  any  longer  refirain 
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horn  representing  to  the  House  the  dis- 
tress which  they  feel  as  a  body,  in  a  much 
te? erer  degree  than  most  of  their  fellow 
subjects,  occasioned,  as  it  appears  to  the 
Petitioners,  by  a  perseverance  in  that  sys* 
tem  of  commercial  regulations  known  un* 
der  the  name  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  adopted  and  pursued  ever  since 
the  year  1 807,  and  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressing to  the  House  a  doubts  which  the 
Petitioners  very  sensibly  feet,  how  those 
measures  can  tend  to  promote  the  na- 
tional security,  which,  after  so  long  a  trial, 
produce  nothmg  but  ruin- to  the  national 
commerce;  and  that  their  houses  and 
warehouses  are  stored  with  goods  pre* 

Sared  for  foreign  markets  to  which  they 
ave  no  access ;  when  the  ports  of  Europe 
were  shut  to  our  manufactures,  they  con- 
soled themselves  with  the  fruits  of  their 
trade  to  America,  and  since  the  interrup- 
tions that  have  happened  to  the  extensive 
commerce  previously  carried  on  between 
that  country  and  this,  they  have  endea- 
deavoured  to  find  markets  for  their  goods 
elsewhere;  but  collectively  their  endea- 
vours and  their  enterprizes  prove  vain 
and  fruitless,  large  stocks  of  manufactured 
goods  remain  on  hand,  their  capitals  are 
locked  up  in  commodities,  for  the  sale  of 
which  the  proper  markets  are  shut  against 
them,  and  their  industry  is  paralized  ;  and 
that  the  number  of  bankruptcies  and  insol- 
vencies that  have  recently  taken  place  in 
old  commercial  bouses  of  well-established 
credit  and  extensive  dealings,  as  well  as 
those  of  lesser  note,  are  the  effect,  and  the 
evidence  also,  of  the  ruinous  consequences, 
of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  for,  until 
they  were  acted  upon,  the  commercial 
Decrees  of  the  French  government  were 
harmless  to  the  Petitioners;  if  other  evi- 
dence be  needful,  they  appeal  to  the  fact 
of  the  great  reduction  within  the  last  four 
years  in  the  number  of  roaster  manufac- 
turers in  the  said  riding,  a  class  of  men 
whose  active  employment  of  a  small  capi- 
tal, aided  by  their  own  personal  skill  and 
industry,  has  essentially  contributed  to 
raise  and  establish  a  competition,  and  a 
fpirit  of  enterprize  and  exertion  in  the 
whole  body  pf^  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers which  has  so  long  secured  the  pre- 
lertnce  to  British  woollens  in  every  foreign 
Viarket^  and  that  the  distress  and  ruin  of 
to  many  master  manufacturers,  added  to 
the    general   stagnation    of  trade,  have 
thrown  out  of  employ  great  numbers  of 
the    labouring    class    of    manufacturers^ 
auoiy  of  whom  are  thereby  driven  to  seds 
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parochial  relief,  or  to  worse  and  fhore  nn* 
justifiable  courses,  and  instead  of  contri- 
buting by  their  usual  labours  to  the  wealth 
of  the  nation,  only  muhiply  the  heavy 
burdens  and  distresses  to  which  those 
of  the  Petitioners  are  subjected  who  are 
not  yet  reduced  to  the  same  deplorable 
condition  ;  and  praying  the  House  to 
take  these  facts  into  their  most  serious 
consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures, 
tending  either  to  rescmd  or  modify  the 
aforesaid  Orders  in  Council  er  otherwise, 
as  the  House  in  their  wisdom  shall  deem 
best  calculated  to  restore  and  preserve  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  open  and  establish  our  com- 
merce with  the  whole  continent  of  Ame- 
nca. 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Motion  respecting  Colonel  M'Ma- 
hon's  being  appointed  Private  Siceb- 

TART     TO    THE    PrINCE     RbGENT.]       Mr. 

C  W»  Wymn  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  for  the  production  of  the  Appoint- 
ment of  colonel  M'Mahon  to  the  new  of- 
fice of  Private  Secretary  to  his  royal  hieh* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent.    When  he  nrst 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  this 
motion,  he  little  thought  that  he  should 
ha? e  been  called  upon  to  go  into  the  sub- 
ject in  detail.    He  had  imagined,  that  it 
was  as  much  a  motion  of  course  as  that 
which  he  had  a  few  minutes  ago  submitted 
to  the  House ;   but  he  now  found  that  it 
was  to  be  resisted;   on  what  ground  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  conceive.     He 
should  have  thought,  that  this  was  a  case, 
which  of  all  others  rendered  it  necessary 
that  the  subject  should  be  regularly  before 
the  House,  that  it  might  receive  a  formal 
and  deliberate  consideration.     The  office 
was  a  new  one;    There  was  no  precedent 
for  it  in  the  history  of  the  public  acts  of 
this  country.    Such  an  office  might,  in- 
deed, have  privately  existed  for  a  few 
years  back,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case ; 
but  in  the  constitutional  history  of  this 
country  there  had  never  been  any  thing 
like  it.     Under  these  circumstances,  when 
such  an  appointment  had  for  the  first 
time  been  publicly  avowed,  surely  it  was 
but  just  and  reasonable  thsH  the  House  of 
Commons  should  have  that  appointment 
formally  before  them,  that  they  might 
perform  their  duty  in  examining  into  the 
matter,  and  expressing  their  opinion  whe- 
ther it  was  fitting  or  not  that  such  an  office 
should  exist.    He  never  recollected  that 
mch  a  motion  under  such  circumstances 
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had  been  resisted.  Nothing  more,  was  il 
present  required  than  the  prodoctioii  of 
the  appointment  in  qoestion.  Was  it  bo* 
coming  that  this  thoald  be  refoiod  ?— thai 
they  shoold  be  prevented  from  difcaning 
ft  subject  which  moet  pecoliatly  called  for 
attention  in  the; regular  and  proper  man* 
ner»  because  a  minister  chose  to  deny 
them  the  regular  document  ?  Yet  certain 
it  was,  that  notwithstanding  the  novelty  of 
this  appointment, — the  uncertaipty  as  to 
its  exact  nature  and  duties^— and  the  pro« 
priety  of  an  examination  into  the  matter 
by  the  House  of  Commonfl»  they  koew 
nothing  more  about  it  than  what  they 
learned  from  the  Gazette,  namely,  **  That 
colonel  M'Mahon  had  been  appointed  pri- 
rate  secretary  to  his  royal  hishness  the 
Frince  Regent  ;'*  and  what  they  heard 
from  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  namely,  **  That  the  dotiei  of 
the  office  in  question  were  thoae  of  a  pri* 
▼ate  secretary/'  From  a  suggestion  acroM 
the  table,  he  understood  it  was  to  be  said^ 
that  no  regular  appointment  to  this  office 
bad  been  made  out, — that  there  was  do* 
thing  but  ft  Minute  of  Treasory  for  the 
payment  of  the  salary.  If  that  wu  really 
the  case,  it  was  an  additional  objection  to 
the  proceeding.  If  the  office  was  to  be 
constituted  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  done  in  an 
open  and  public  manner,  that  the  country 
might  at  any  rate  have  some  person  to 
whose  responsibility  they  might  look. 
Here,  again,  he  might  be  met  with  the 
appointment  of  colonel  Taylor:  but  his 
answer  was,  that  the  appointment  of 
/colonel  Taylor  was  only  justified  by  the 
necessity  of  the  case.  This  was  an  en- 
tirely different  matter.  It  could  not 
surely  be  pretended  that  the  circom* 
stances  were  at  all  similar.  But  what 
really  was  this  office?  What  was  the 
nature  of  the  holder's  situation  ?  Was  he 
to  be  a  cabinet-minislter,'or  a  mere  clerk  or 
amanuensis  ?  From  any  information  that 
had  been  giren  on  the  subject,  he  wu  to- 
uUy  at  ft  loss  to  know  which  of  them. 
But  where  was  the  use  of  such  an  appoint- 
ment ?  Did  the  circumstances  of  the  pre* 
sent  times  render  it  peculiarly  necessary  ? 
Let  the  House  only  look  at  the  history  of 
the  country.  King  William  the  third  wu 
the  soul— the  prime  manager  and  mover 
of  the  confederacy  extstinff  in  bis  reign 
for  the  preserfation  of  the  liberty  of  Eu- 
rope. He,  besides,  sat  in  his  own  cabinet ; 
acrotinized  every  department  of  the  state; 
brought  every  transaction  under  his  own* 
^ye ;    yet  king  William  bad  no  private 


aecr^ary  of  this  kind.  When  the  hoosft 
of  Brunswick  came  to  the  thnHie^-«wlMA 
George  the  1st  came  to  this  coontry,  % 
stranger  to  o\ur  language^  if  al  say  tino 
the  appointment  of  such  a  secretary  wao 
reasonable,  surely  It  wu  al  thai  time: 
yet  George  the  I  si  had  no  such  secretary. 
But  it  wu  hardly  necessai^  to  go  farther 
back  than  the  reign  of  his  present  Miyes* 
ty.  They  all  knew  how  he  had  attended 
to  public  business  till  the  period  of  his 
unfortunate  illness.  He  had  probably 
paid  ft  more  ri^  attention  to  bnsineu 
than  any  of  his  predecessors.  No  ap» 
pointmenty  however  trifling,  wu  made 
without  taUag  his  pleuore  upon  it.  From 
the  expiration  of  the  American  war  to  the 
commencement  of  the  present  one,  bo 
had  acted  not  only  u  ftkmg  but  u  ft  cooh 
mander  in  chief;  his  pleasoro  having 
been  ftlwftys  previously  teken  by  the  ae« 
cretary  al  war  upon  every  comnussioQ 
granted  in  the  lurmy.  From  the  sitnatioa 
which  ho  once  officially  held,  he  knew 
that  there  were  in  the  home  departmeol 
several  notu  of  his  BCajest^,  proving  how 
much  attention  he  had  paid  to  the  poblie 
business ;  every  ad  and  q>pointment  bftvv 
ing  been  submitted  to  him^nol  nomiiiaUjr» 
but  really  for ithe  purpose  ofhis  exercising 
ft  judginent  upon  it.  Ye|»  umidsl  ftll  Ihia 
multiplicity  of  business*  no  one  had  ever 
thought  of  appointing  a  secr^ary  of  this 
kind  to  his  Maiesty,  till  the  unfortunalo 
complaint  which  led  to  the  appointmeni 
of  colonel  Tayk>r.  At  last»  then  came 
the  appointment  of  colonel  Taylor:  and 
they  mtd  to  conuder  whether  that  iormed 
any  precedent  for  the  present  office  con* 
ferred  upon  colonel  M'Maboo.  Were 
the  circumstances  the  same?  Every 
one  knew  they  were  totally  diflbrent. 
The  appointment  of  colonel  Tavlor  wu 
the  consequence  of,  and  arose  mm  tho 
deprivation  of  sight  to  which  his  Mi^jestj 
wu  subjected.  He  wu  so  blind  u  no(lo 
be  able  to  read  the  eonununications  of 
his  ministers.  It  became  necessary  to 
provide  some  remedy  for  this  inconvt* 
nience^  and  the  appointment  in  questloa 
had  been  consequently  adopted,  u  Um 
most  expedient  plan.  But  it  never  had 
been  imaguied  that  this  office  wu  to  bo 
made  a  precedent  for  others  of  the  kindU 
under  circumstances  altogether  diflbrenii 
If  ever  this  could  have  been  believed^ 
the  appointment  of  Col.  Taylor  would  un- 
questionably have  been  more  particularly 
noticed:  and,  indeed,  when  tne  appoinl* 
nientwu  known  to  have  been  maae,  and 
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ftUtided  to  in  that  House,  he  recollected 
that  there  appeared  to  be  a  feeling  on 
both  sides,  that  since  soch  an  office  had  be- 
come necessary,  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  made  it  a  public  and  responsible 
one.  But  this  feeling  was  suppressed  for 
the  moment,  from  a  regard  to  the  wishes 
of  his  majesty',  who  was  nnwilline  to  ex- 
pose his  situation,  and  jealous  of  having 
his  infirmity  brought  too  much  under  the 
public  eye.  For  this  reason  many  of 
those  who  thought  the  nature  of  the  ap- 
pointment  ought  to  have  been  considered 
by  parliament,  refrained  from  urging  the 
matter  at  that  time ;  but  if  they  had  con- 
ceived that  this  could  have  been  made 
any*  ground  for  the  present  appointment, 
they  would  probably  have  acted  different- 
ly. Where,  he  would  again  ask,  was  the 
necessity  for  this  office?  King  William 
had  no  such  secretary !  King  George  the 
first  had  no  such  secretary !  And— why 
had  they  not  ?  Because  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  was  the 
King's  private  secretary,  and  it  was  the  bu- 
siness of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  wait  on 
his  Majesty,  and  take  his  pleastire  with  re- 

£,rd  to  the  business  of  his  situation.  Such 
d  been  the  usual  course  ;  such  had  been 
the  course  under  his  present  Majesty,  nntil 
the  period  of  his  malady;  and  even  at  that 
period,  it  would  have  been  better  if  the 
Secretary  of  State  had  daily  attended  his 
Majesty,  and  taken  his  pleasure  on  the  bu* 
fliness  of  his  office,  witnout  the  interven- 
tion of  another  person.  Perhaps  this  plan 
would  have  been  followed,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  dislike  which  his  Majesty  took  to 
his  London  residence.  Averse  to  remain 
in  a  situation  where  his  infirmity  would  be 
more  exposed  to  public  view,  he  resohred  to 
reside  at  Windsor;  so  that  the  office  to 
which  colonel  Taylor  had  been  appointed 
became  absolutely  necessary.  There  was 
■o alternative  between  this  and  the  stoppage 
of  public  busyness,  unless  a  new  secretary 
of  state  had  been  appointed.  But  where 
then,  was  the  reason  for  the  creation  of 
this  new  office  at  the  present  moment,  with 
a  salary  of  9,0001.  a  year?  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  suggested  that 
there  was  a  great  accumulation  of  business. 
But  had  it  really  aceumulated  so  much 
within  these  few  years  as  to  require  the 
creation  of  a  new  office,  where  no  disabi- 
lit}^  in  his  Royal  Highness  to  execute  that 
business  was  ever  alleged  ?  *<  Look  at  the 
■umber  of  commissions  in  the  army,'^  tt 
was  sMd  :  «*  consider  what  a  lahefnr  tt  is 
•ven  t»  sign  them.'*    It  might  b«  to ;  hot 
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sorely  it  was  not  intended  that  the  private 
secretary  should  sign  the  Regent's  name 
to  these  commissions.  If  the  labour  was 
l-eally  too  burthensoihe,  it  mieht  be  light* 
ened  by  an  expedient  which  had  at  a  for- 
mer period  been  adopted.  The  sovereign 
might  execute  a  warrant  empowering  the 
commander  in  chief  to  sign  as  many  com- 
missions as  were  to  appear  in  the  GasEette 
on  one  occasion.  This  had,  indeed,  been 
recommended  before  to  his  present  Ma- 
jesty; 4>ut  for  the  reasons  before  stated, 
the  plan  had  been  rejected.  His  Majesty 
had  been  averse  to  do  any  thing  that  might* 
bring  his  infirmity  more  under  the  obser- 
vation of  the  public  than  was  absolutely 
indispensable.  But  where  was  now  the 
reason  against  the  adoption  of  this  ex- 
pedient ?  Where  was  the  necessity  for  a 
private  secretary  to  read  to  his  Royal  High^ 
ness  the  communications  of  his  ministers? 
His  Royal  Highness  resided  in  London^— ■ 
the  ministers  had  an  opportunity  o(  daily 
consultation  with  him.  There  was  no 
need  for  a  private  secretary  to  communi- 
cate the  result  of  their  deliberations  and 
their  advice.  He  was  anxious  to  be  dis- 
tinctly informed,  for  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
slight  importance,  whether  it  was  really 
to  be  permitted,  that  the  communications 
of  the  cabinet  council  to  the  sovereign 
should  pass  through  any  third  person 
whatever.  If  this  was  the  object,  then  it 
became  more  particularly  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  examine  into  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  this  appointment,  and  the  conse- 
quences with  which  it  was  likely  to  be  at- 
tended. He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  it  was  a  most  unconstitutional  pro- 
ceeding, to  allow  the  secrets  of  the  coun- 
cil to  pass  through  a  third  person ;  and  he 
perhaps,  no  counselor.  (Hear,  hear,  from 
the  Treasury  bench.)  He  did  not.  well 
know  how  to  mderstand  that  cheering : 
it  might  perhaps  be  said,  that  colonel 
M'Maboa  was  a  privy  counselfor,  (hear, 
hear).  Why,  then,  this  onhr  made  the 
matter  so  much  the  worse.  By  bis  secre- 
tary's oath,  supposing  hfm  a  mere  clerk, 
he  would  be  bound  raithfolly  to  read  the 
communications  to  hit  Royal  Highness,  and 
faithfully  to  write  whatever  his  Koyml  High- 
ness ahouki  command.  But  in  his  charac- 
ter of  privy  counsellor,  he  was  bound  by 
bis  oath  to  eive  his  advice  upon  what  he 
peadr  He  (Mr.  Wynn)  if  he  were  in  soch 
a  capacity  should,  in  reading  such  com- 
municMioiie,  feel  himself  bound  to  give 
the  best  counsei  he  could  upon  the  subject 
to  which  they  roforred»    B«l  was  it  really 
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fitting  that  the  cabinet  ministers  should 
hare  their  advice  to  their  sorereign  sub- 
ject to  the  revision  of  his  private  secretary. 
If^  indeed,  it  were  acknowledged  to  be 
consistent  with  the  constitution  of  this 
country,  to  have  both  an  interior  and 
exterior  cabinet,  he  could  understand  why 
there  should  be  a  fourth  secretary  to  carry 
the  communications  from  one  to  the  other. 
If  it  were  constitutional  for  the  sovereign 
to  have  both  an  open  ministry  and  a  pri* 
▼ate  junta  to  carry  on  the  government, 
such  a  secretary  might  be  necessary  to 
conduct  the  correspondence  between 
these  two  bodies.  If  it  were  once  allow* 
cd  to  be  regular  for  a  general  officer,  re- 
turning from  an  important  expedition,  and 
retiring  from  a  situation  of  great  responsi- 
bility, to  give  in  a  private  report  to  the 
sovereign  with  a  request  not  to  shew  it  to 
his  open  advisers,  then,  indeed,  there  must 
be  a  private  secretary  of  this  kind.  If  it 
was  regular  that  the  high  offices  of  the 
household  should  be  hawked  about,  by  the 
menial  servants  and  attendants  of  the  (prown 
— >a8  it  was  possible  they  might  be  on  some 
occasions — then  he  could  conceive  the 
use  of  such  an  office  as  this;  though,  even 
then,  he  was  satisfied  there  ought  to  be  a 
regular  and  formal  appointment,  that  the 
officer  might  be  responsible.  This  was  a 
most  important  view  of  the  subject,  and 
one  which  deserved  the  most  serious  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

If  the  time  at  which  the  advisers  of  the 
crown  had  chosen  to  recommend  this  ille- 
gal step  were  contemplated,  it  would  be 
found  equally  obnoxious.  He  would  not 
now  enlarge  on  the  present  distresses  of 
the  country,  (on  which  nearly  all  could 
speak  with  feeling,  because  nearly  all  felt,) 
not  because  he  feared  the  imputation  that 
be  was  attempting  to  excite  discontent, 
but  because  it  was  not  called  for.  He  des- 
pised popular  clamour  as  much  as  any 
man,  but  he  entertained  great  respect  for 
public  opinion,  and  public  opinion  de- 
clared that  at  this  period,  least  of  all, 
should  any  addition  be  made  to  the  vast 
expenditure  of  the  country.  Colonel 
M  Mahon  in  the  first  instance,  was  named 
to  an  office,  the  abolition  of  which,  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  had  strongly  recom- 
mended, and  when  parliament  decided 
that  he  should  not  retain  it,  the  ingenuity 
of  government  had  been  directed  to  disco- 
ver a  new  office,  at  least  objectionable  in 
the  next  degree.  What  would  the  public 
say  of  this  but  that  a  determination  was 
evmced  to  create  a  place  in  order  to  com- 
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pensate  Col.  M'Mahon  for  that  of  which 
he  had  been  deprived  in  obedience  to  the 
sense  of  parliament  ?  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  nature  of  the  services  of  Coll 
M'Mahon;  it  was  doubtless  proper  thai 
they  should  be  rewarded,  but  were  the 
places  in  the  household  of  the  Begent 
caught  at  with  such  rapacious  greediness 
that  nothing  could  be  saved  for  a  faithful 
servant?  Would  not  the  privy  purse  suf- 
fice, or  if  the  salary  were  inadequate,  could 
not  the  place  of  equerry  be  subjoined? 
If  both  together  were  not  sufficient,  surely 
other  situatiops  might  have  been  disco^ 
vered  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  reward. 
He  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  imagine^  on  what 
solitary  ground  this  appointment  was  rest- 
ed, since  it  was  neither  authorized  by  the 
constitution,  nor  justified  by  necessity. 
The  Prince  Regent,  with  all  the  active  yif 
gour  of  youth,  and  with  none  of  the  in- 
firmities of  his  father,  could  require  no 
such  assistance  as  ministers  seemed  anxi- 
ous to  force  upon  him.  He  would  rather 
haire  deferred  these  remarks  until  the 
paper  was  laid  upon  the  table,  but  sinc^ 
his  motion  was  to  be  resisted,  he  wished  to 
point  out  the  danger  that  would  be  incur- 
red in  such  an  attempt.  He  concluded  by 
moving,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the* 
House  a  copy  of  any  Instrument,  by  which 
the  right  hon.  John  M'Mahon  has  been 
appointed  Private  Secretary  to  the  Prince 
Regent  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty.  Also  for  a  copy  of  any  Mi- 
nnte  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  thereon, 
directing  the  payment  of  the  salary  at- 
tached to  the  same.^' 

Lord  Castkreagh  said,  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  raised  this  question  to  a  degree 
of  importance  which  could  in  no  view  be- 
long to  it.  The  hon.  sentleman  was  not 
justified  in  describing  the  motion  as  one 
which  it  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to 
resist,  as  his  right  hon.  friend  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer},  had  said,  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
document  in  question ;  but  that  the  grounds 
on  which  those  documents  were  sought 
for,  formed  the  objection  to  their  produc- 
tion. For,  if  the  object  of  the  motion  was 
to  ground  an  impeachment  of  the  appoint- 
ment upon  them,  without  any  view  to  the 
instrument  under  which  it  was  made,  fur- 
ther than  the  production  of  it,  he  should 
certainly  resist  it,  as  he  conceived  that  ap- 
pointment necessary,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  gave  rise  to  it.  The  mere 
minute  of  the  Treasury  which  constituted 
the  appointment  could  not  be  necessary 
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towards  enabling  the  House  to  form  any 
judgment  on  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  the  appointment,  but  was  moved  for 
only  to  found  upon  it  a  charge  of  crimi- 
nation on  Ihe  omce  itself,  and  to  persuade 
the  House  to  take  the  necessary  grounds 
ftgainst  the  continuance  of  it.    As  the  hon. 

gentleman  however,  had  thought  fit  to 
ring  the  question  before  the  House,  it 
behoved  ministers  to  submit  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  conceived  the  appoint- 
ment stood  with  relation  to  the -offices 
which  they  held  under  the  crown.  It  was 
certainly  the  duty  of  the  sovereign  to 
take  advice  from  the  officers  of  the  crown, 
for  which  advice  they  were  entirely  re- 
sponsible ;  and  he  was  perfectly  prepared 
to  concede  the  question,  if  there  was  any 
circumstance  attached  to  the  nature  of  this 
appointment,  which'  detracted  in  the 
•lightest  degree  from  the  responsibility  of 
the  ministers  of  the  crown.  If  that  case 
were  made  out  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
it  was  enough,  and  he  should  withdraw  all 
opposition. — But  the  fact  was,  that  the 
functions  of  this  office  had  nothing  in  them 
which  required  responsibility  ;  and  he 
now  declared  to  the  House,  that  colonel 
M'Mabon  was  incapable  of  receiving  his 
Royal  Highnesses  commands  in  the  con- 
stitutional sense  of  the  words,  or  of  carry- 
ing them  into  effect*— and  that  the  indivi- 
duals now  exercising  the  functions  of  the 
ininisters  of  the  crown  wefe  alone  respon- 
sible.—With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
tppointment,  be  conceived  that  a  Treasury 
minute  was  as  effectual  as  a  patent  or  any 
other ;  and  as  to  the  oath  of  offica  as  a 
privy  counsellor  being  so  extensive  in  its 
nature,  as  represented  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, he  was  not  prepared  to  argue  that 
point,  but  he  conceived  it  was  a  new  spe- 
cies of  objection,  and  if  pushed  to  the  full 
extent,  this  obligation  would  bind  a  privy 
counsellor  to  obtrude  his  advice,  not  only 
upon  occasions  which  fell  within  the  linv  of 
his  duty,  but  on  any  casual  knowledge  of 
circumstances,  however  foreign  from  it. — 
He  next  came  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
appointment,  ^hich  was  precisely  the  same 
as  that  of  any  other  private  secretary,  in 
any  other  office  of  the  state,  differing 
only  in  the  rank  of  the  personage  under 
whom  the  office  was  held.  Was  tnere  any 
more  formal  appointmentsof  other  private 
secretaries,  and  yet  their  functions  were 
as  important  and  as  confidential  ?  Was 
there  any  form  of  oath  prescribed  to  any 
of  those  private  secrefaries,  through  whose 
hands  the  same  papers  paMcd,  tlxat  would 
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pass  through  those  of  colonel  M'Mahon  ? 
And  yet  no  alarm  existed  on  their  account. 
It  was  unfounded  then  to  represent  this 
appointment  as  that  of  a  fourth  secretary 
of  state  ;  for  it  was  merely  furnishing  his 
Royal  Highness  with  the  means  of  per- 
forming those  duties,  which  he  was  un- 
able to  administer  himself;  and  he  begged 
the  House  to  understand,  that  he  consi* 
dered  this  office  only  as  an  instrument  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  country ; 
which  brought  him  to  the  second  part  of 
his  argument,  whether  this  appointment 
was  necessary  to  enable  the  person  exer- 
cising the  sovereign  authority,  to  perform 
the  functions  of  his  high  office ;  for  ho 
now  supposed  the  appointment  to  be  di- 
vested of  all  responsibility,  for  without 
that  there  would  be  nothing  to  justify  it 
in  the  view  of  parliament.  He  was  not 
much  convincedf  of  the  solidity  of  that  part 
of  the  hon.  gentleman's  argument  which 
referred  to  the  reigns  of  kinff  William,  and 
of  kings  George  the  1st  and  2nd«  nor  did 
he  think  that  the  House  would  see  much 
analogy  between  those  periods  and  the  pre- 
sent. For  his  own  part  he  was  perfectly 
prepared  to  admit,  in  the  face  of  the 
House,  that  he  could  not,  by  possibility, 
transact  all  the  business  attached  to  the 
office  he  held  (and  he  was  not  disposed  to 
neglect  it),  without  some  assistance.  He 
was  bound  to  attend  that  House  from  day 
day,  and  he  would  find  it  impossible  to 
carry  on  the  functions  of  his  situation,  if 
he  were  bound  to  have  personal  access  to 
the  sovereign  every  time  that  his  orders 
were  necessary  to  give  effect  to  acts  of 
state.  But  when  the  hon.  gentleman 
talked  of  the  reigns  of  William,  and  George 
the  ]  St  and  2nd,  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  were  wholly  different  from  the 
present.  The  army,  at  those  periods^  was 
a  pigmy  armv,  compared  to  that  now  ex- 
isting ;  and  the  nayy  (though  of  a  most 
respectable  character)  was  of  a  diffisrent 
description  altogether  from  the  navy  of 
the  present  day.  The  whole  country  was 
not  armed  as  it  now  was,  acting  under 
commissions  signed  by  the  sovereign,  and 
the  whole  sphere  of  business  was  more  con- 
tracted. He  could  perfectly  understand 
then  that  a  sovereign  in  perfect  possession 
of  his  health  and  faculties  could  discharg« 
all  the  duties  which  were  imposed  on  him 
by  his  office ;  and,  besides,  he  believed 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  do  him  the  jus- 
tice to  say,  that  ministers  in  those  days 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  such  constant  at- 
tendance of  parliament,  night  after  night. 
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as  at  present.  Bat  he  only  asked»  whether 
the  precedents  were  not  wholly  dissimilar, 
on  a  reference  to  the  dtfierent  depart* 
nents  of  the  army  and  na?y,  and  OTen  to 
the  home  department,  with  the  bosiness  of 
which  the  hon.  moTer  most  ba  well  ac- 
quainted? And  under  such  circnmstancet, 
he  pat  it  to  the  hon.  gentleman  and  to  the 
Hoase,  whether  it  was  possible  for  the  so- 
vereign of  this  coontry  to  go  on»  bortbened 
and  oferwhelmed  u  he  mast  be  by  the 
pablic  documents  that  were  heaped  upon 
Dim,  and  scarcely  able  to  disengage  bu 
person  from  the  accumulating  pile  widi 
which  he  wu  sorrounded  ?  mtu  Uiougli 
his  Royal  Highness  were  to  lower  himself 
to  the  office  of  a  prirate  secretary,  to  the 
neglect  of  more  important  functions,  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  for  him  to  do 
without  such  an  officer.  The  necessity  of 
ibt  appointment,  seemed  to  him  to  be  rally 
proreOf  and  the  question  was  thus  disen- 
gi^ged  on  two  pomts  from  the  oljections 
raised  against  it.  With  regwd  to  tbecre* 
ation  of  the  office  of  private  secretary,  it 
was  said,  that  it  had  never  taken  place  until 
his  Majesty's  eyes  were  afiected;  but 
really  the  House  would  go  on  a  very  un- 
sound principle,  if  they  assumed  that 
e?er^  person  who  should  exercise  tbe.so- 
tereign  authority  in  this  country  was 
Kkely  to  be  possessed  of  the  extraordinary 
habHs  of  his  Majesty— -which  were  all 
formed  on  the  model  of  business— all  his 
hoars  were  de? oted  to  this  object,  and  the 
whole  of  his  life  occapif  d  Iq  it.  He  al- 
ways rose  uncommoBiy  early,  and  had 
acquired  such  habits  of  business  as  could 
hardly  be  expected  from  every  sovereign 
who  should  come  to  the  throne  of  this 
country ;  but  notwithitanding  this  extra- 
ordinary faculty  for  business,  he  did  not 
believe  that  even  his  Majesty  could,  have 
been  able,  without  some  assistance  of  this 
sort,  to  fto  through  so  much  as  the  sove- 
reign had  now  to  perform.  On  the  whole 
view  then  (particularly  on  that  which  re* 
lated  to  the  responsibility  of  the  office,which 
he  distinctly  denied)  there  was  no  grouqd 
for  the  objections  taken  to  it,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  see  that  the  consti- 
tution had  not  been  trenched  on ;  that  the 
appointment  had  been  rendered  necessary 
by  the  increase  of  business ;  and  if  they 
concurred  in  these  two  points,  the  third 
would  follow,  that  there  existed  no  neces- 
sity for  calling  for  the  minutes,  with  a 
view  to  cast  any  censure  on  the  appoint- 
ment. For  these  reasons,  and  not  from 
any  objection  to  the  production  of  tbe 


paper,  which  was  noth^g  more  than  a 
(prant  of  3,000/.  a  year  u  a  salary,. he  Mb 
It  his  duty  to  oppose  the  modoo. 

Mr.  BUoi  said,  that  whatever  opinios 
he  entertained  of  the  new  appointment 
which  was  under  the  discnssion  of  tha 
House,  he  felt  that  with  respect  to  the  il« 
lustrions  personage  who  had  been  adviaad 
to  make  it.  it  was  natural  for  him  to  feet  ai: 
wish  to  reward  a  tried  and  fiuthfbl  servant 
—-for  a  faithful  servant  was  a  faithfU 
friend,  and  fidelity  In  attachment  was  in 
all  classes  of  life  a  distinguished  virtaeb 
oor  was  there  any  quality  which  tendM 
more  to  exalt  and  elavate  the  character  of 
a  prince,  than  an  adbarenca  to  those  wha 
had  displayed  towards  him  a  tried  and 
steady  attachment.  (Load  criea  of  Hear 
from  the  Opposition  baocbes.)— Bat  theta 
was  a  marked  distinetion  between  the  ap« 
pointment  of  colonel  Taylor  and  that  of 
colonel  M'MahoQ,  far  in  tha  former  iii- 
stance  his  Majesty  had  never  called  for 
the  assistance  of  a  private  secretary  until 
he  was  obli|[adto  it,  by  his  infinnitie% 
whereu  the  illustrious  personage  in  quea» 
tion  was  happily  free  from  any  thiiur  of 
the  kind.  Cdonel  TsykM*  bad  been  Cta^ 
rally  the  hands  and  eyes  of  his  M^jestjr ; 
ana  to  his  everlasting  honour  be  It  saidip 
that  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  offica 
with  such  inte^ty,  prudence,  and  ra« 
serve,  u  to  shield  himself  a^ost  thf 
shadow  of  reproach.  If  the  ministers  wera 
incompetent  to  execute  the  duties  assigped 
them,  he  was  willing  to  affi>rd  them  assis* 
taace,  and,  ifneeessary,  he  would  consent 
that  a  fourth  secretary  of  state  should  ba 
established,  even  in  a  seat  in  parliament*. 
Bat  such  a  case  of  necessity  had  not  yet 
been  made  out.  If  merely  the  arrange^ 
ment  of  papers  in  boxes  was  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  private  secretary,  it  would  not  re« 
quire  that  he  should  be  a  privy  counsel- 
lor,  or  that  his  salary  should  be  QfiOC^ 
a  year;  because  princes  were  always 
surrounded  by  those  who  could  perform 
mere  clerical  avocations.  The  place,  how^ 
ever,  was  of  much  greater  consequence: 
colonel  M'Mahon  was  a  privy,  counsellor, 
whose  boonden  duty  it  was  to  advise  tha 
crown,  and  for  such  advice  he  was  respon* 
sible,  and  might  be  called  to  an  accounts 
He  admitted  that  the  nomination  of  colo* 
qel  Taylor  was,  in  the  first  instance,  im* 
proper,  but  the  House  was  ^vemed  by  a 
feeling  of  delicacy  for  the  infirmity  of  a 
sovereign,  which  arose  from  his  unceasing 
attention  to  his  pablic  duties*  (Hear, 
firom  tha  Thasury  benches.)— Thai  cheer. 
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however,  proceeding  from  the  quarter 
which  it  did,  should  be  a  lesson  to  the 
House ;  because  it  showed  how  that  which 
was  originally  justified  only  by  necessity, 
and  sheltered  by  delicacy,  was  likely  to 
grow  into  a  habit  at  once  dangerous  and 
unconstitutional.— -His  noble  friend  (lord 
Castlereagh),  seemed  to  state,  that  the 
private  secretary  was  not  a  sworn  adviser 
of  the  crown :  but  he  maintained  that  he 
was,  and  he  became  so  legally  and  consti- 
tutionally, and  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  re- 
sponsible for  the  contents  of  every  paper 
laid  before  the  Prince  Regent,  and  he 
should  know  that  it  was  so — -he  was  liable, 
for  what  he  knew,  to  an  impeachment.—- 
He  knew  it  might  be  stated,  that  there 
were  situations  under  the  different  officers 
of  state  which  were  not  gazetted,  but  these 
were  under  responsible  persons.  The  se- 
cretary for  Ireland  was  answerable  to  the 
Jord  lieutenant,  and  the  lord  lieutenant 
was  accountable  to  the  country.  But  here 
was  a  new  secretary— a  new  official  chan- 
nel of  command  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  The  meaning  of 
the  word  "  secretary/*  was  a  person  who 
managed  and  wrote  for  another,  and,  under 
this  definition,  the  private  secretary  of 
the  Prince  was  the  organ  of  the  royal 
pleasure.  The  office  was  then  either  a 
public  official  one  or  not— if  it  were  the 
former,  let  the  person  who  held  it  be  ap- 

I)ointed  a  secretary  of  state  ;  if  the  latter, 
et  him  not  be  a  privy  coansellor,  nor 
have  a  salary  of  2,000/.  a-year.  Under 
the  present  circumstances,  it  was  an  ap- 
pointment in  his  view  of  the  subject  un- 
constitutionalj  unnecessary,  and  therefore 
inexpedient. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  question  could  be  considered  only 
in  two  points  of  view,  either  as  the  office 
brought  under  their  consideration  was  il- 
legal, or  as  it  was  inexpedient.  Before, 
however,  he  praceeded  to  offer  his  opinions 
to  the  House  upon  those  two  divisions  of 
the  question,  he  should  advert  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last.  He  had  advanced,  if  not  in  precise 
language,  at  least  in  well  understood  insi- 
nuation, a  doctrine  altogether  extraor- 
dinary, and,  he  woulc)  say,  unconstitu- 
tional. If  he  understood  his  meaning  at 
all,  he  believed  him  to  assert,  that  it  was  a 
great  and  eminent  virtue  in  a  monarch  to 
be  influenced  in  the  choice  of  his  public 
officers,  by  the  remembrance  of  past  at- 
tachments, that  the  feelings  which  that  re- 
membrance might  be  supposed  to  excil«,, 
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could  not  err  when  they  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  men  who  were  their  object, 
to  high  and  public  stations.  This  was 
what  be  understood  to  be  implied  in  the 
hon.  gentleman's  eulogy  upon  the  fidelity 
of  friends  to  former  attachments,  and  he 
was  borne  out  in  his  opinion,  he  appre- 
hended, by  the  cheers  with  which  the  ex* 
pression  of  the  sentiment  was  received  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  But,  was  it 
possible  that  any  person  could  stand  up  in 
that  House  and  say  that  private  attachment 
ought  to  be  the  criterion  by  which  a  king 
should  estimate  the  qualifications  of  his 
ministers,  and  not  from  considerations  of 
the  public  interests  of  the  state  ?— Was 
that  the  meaning  of  the  hon.  gentleman  } 
Did  he  mean  to  say,  that  the  monarch 
should  be  the  head  of  a  party  instead  of 
the  impartial  guardian  of  the  welfare  of  hisi 
country  ?  Would  he  insinuate  such  a  doc-, 
trine  ?  If  he  would,  then  he  insinuated  a  doc- 
trine more  unconstitutional,  more  breath- 
ing the  spirit  of  aristocratical  confederacy, 
more  extraordinary  and  unjustifiable  than 
any  he  ever  heard  advanced  in  that  House. 
If  he  did  not  mean  that ;  if  he  had  no  such 
views;  if  his  mind  had  no  leaning  to- 
wards recent  events ;  if  he  had  no  allusion, 
at  the  moment«  to  the  disappointment  of 
persons  who  had  been  distinguished  as  the 
friends  and  companions  of  the  Prince, 
more  than  his  present  advisers  had  been, 
then  he  should  be  ready  to  apologize  for 
his  misconception  of  him  ;  but  he  appre* 
bended  it  would  be  difficult  for  those  who 
cheered  the  sentiment  so  warmly,  to  prove 
that  that  was  not  the  meaning  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  or  that  it  was  not  their  inter- 
pretation of  it. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  Question  they  then 
had  to  consider,  a  question  that  had  been 
brought  before  them,  in  his  opinion,  with 
a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  pomp  and  im- 
portance. The  renowned  champions  of 
constitutional  principles,  the  great  advo- 
cates of  constitutional  rights,  were  e||g^5  to 
declare  and  vehement  to  maintain— What  ? 
—that  the  King  should  not  have  a  private 
secretary  !  that  the  head  of  the  executive 
government  should  not  be  relieved  from 
that  manual  and  bodily  labour  which  any 
other  person  in  the  kingdom,  having  only 
half  as  much  to  do,  would  certainly  be  ! 
that  was  the  great  object  they  now  bad  to 
consider.  In  furtherance  of  that  object, 
the  instrument  by  which  col.  M'Mabon 
had  been  appointed  private  secretary  to 
the  prince  Regent,  was  mo%ed  for  merely, 
to  ground  upon  it  a  censure  of  the  appoii^ 


345] 


CoUmel  M'Mahm's  ^^pmntment. 


Ann  U,  1813. 


[SUA 


ment  itself,  or  a  declaration  of  its  iiiiitility* 
He  saw,  indeed »  no  occasion  for  the  pro- 
duction  of  those  papers,  for  they  would 
tell  no  more  than  what  the  House  already 
knew.  If  they  specified  the  precise  duties 
which  col.  M'Mahon  had  to  perform;  if 
they  pointed  out  what  he  was  to  read  and 
what  he  was  not,  what  be  was  to  write 
and  what  he  was  not ;  if  they  contained 
that  kind  of  specification,  then  there  might 
be  some  grounds  for  their  production  ; 
but  they  contained  none  of  those  particu- 
lars ;  they  contained  simply  a  notification 
that  colonel  M'Mahon  was  appointed  pri- 
vate secretary  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent.  They  who  had  any  ul- 
terior views,  they  who  thought  the  instru- 
ment illegal,  would  of  course  vote  for  the 
production  of  the  papers;  but  they  who 
had  no  such  views,  nor  such  opinion  as  to 
the  legality  of  the  instrument,  would  take 
an  opposite  course.  The  proper  mode  of 
proceeding,  in  his  apprehension,  was  to 
debate  the  point  of  its  illegality  or  uncon- 
stitutionality, and  its  expediency ;  for 
when  it  had  been  shewn,  as  he  believed 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  shewing, 
that  the  appointment  was  npt  illegal,  it 
might  still  remain  questionable  as  to  its 
necessity. 

He  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any 
person  could  regard  the  act  as  illegal  and 
unconstitutional.  Was  it  contended  that 
the  crown  had  no  power  to  create  a  new 
office  ?  If  it  was,  he  would  refer  those 
gentlemen  who  entertained  such  an  opi- 
nion, to  the  statute  book  for  proofs  that 
such  a  power  was  constitutionally  vested 
ra  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  country. 
The  statute  of  queen  Anne  recognized  new 
offices  appointed  by  the  crown,  but  only 
disqualified  the  holders  from  seats  in  par- 
liament. But  he  denied  that  it  was  a  new 
office  in  the  strict  and  literal  sense  of  the 
word.  The  situation  which  colonel  Tay- 
lor held  about  his  Majesty,  was  one 
exactly  similar  to  that  held  by  colonel 
M'Mahon  ;  it  was  just  as  new  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  if  the  one  was  illegal  they 
both  were.  At  the  time  of  that  appoint- 
ment, however,  there  were  no  serious  ob- 
jections to  it.  Every  party,  in  their  turn, 
had  made  use  of  the  instrumentality  of 
colonel  Taylor,  without  then  finding  out 
that  it  was  illegal  or  unconstitutional. 
Those  who  first  agreed  to  his  appoint- 
ment, and  the  hu|i.  gentlemen  who  now 
sat  on  the  other  side,  might,  when  they 
were  in  power,  have  brought  this  appoint- 
ment be  tore  parliament  fii>r.ihetr  junction. 


and  thus  have  made  it  constitutional* 
None  of  them,  however,  at  that  time,  ap« 
peared  to  have  any  such  scruples  upon  the 
subject  as  had  now  been  urged.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  last  spoken^ 
said,  that  the  private  secretary  of  the  Re« 
gent  was  the  organ  of  his  pleasure  to  all 
his  subjects.  This  was  fine  language  ; 
but  in  what  respect  could  he  be  called  the 
organ  of  his  pleasure  ?  That  mode  of  ar^ 
guroent  might  apply  to  the  writing  of  an 
ordinary  note  upon  any  ordinary  occasion^ 
in  the  Frince  Regent's  name,  and  whicli 
might  equally  be  considered  as  communi* 
catmg  his  Royal  Highnesses  pleasure.  Baf 
when  we  talked  of  the  Kine's  pleasure,  it 
was  customary  to  understand  it  as  signify* 
ing  his  approbation  or  disapprobation  of 
any  state  act :  now,  in  that  meaning  of' 
the  phrase,  be  denied  that  colonel  M'Ma* 
hon  Mras  competent  to  communicate  the 
pleasure  of  the  Prince  Regent  in  anv  waf 
that  could  authorize  any  subject  m  the 
land  to  attend  to  it,  or  to  act  upon  it  witi 
official  responsibility.  He  begged  the 
House  distinctly  to  remember,  that  it  waf 
no  state  oAce,  but  simply  an  appointment 
to  relieve  the  bodily  and  manual  laboof 
which  by  the  prodigious  influx  of  public 
business  attached  to  the  functions  of  thf 
head  of  the  executive  government.  To  thf 
necessity  ef  such  an  office,  in  the  pre^ 
sent  state  of  the  country,  he  should  now 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House ;  and  here  he  hoped  he  should  b^ 
able  to  satisfy  thos6  who  heard  him  of  the 
expediency  of  the  appointment.  The 
detail  of  the  innumerable  papers  from  van 
rious  offices — the  numberless  acts  which  it 
was  necessary  to  submit  to  the  Prince 
Regent  for  his  approbation  or  for  his  sig* 
nature,  some  of  them  very  urgent,  anc| 
consequently  to  be  presented  as  such« 
some  less  so,  and  hence  to  be  disposed  of 
in  another  manner— together  with  the 
manual  labour  attendant  upon  all  those 
duties — formed  a  continuance  of  exertioi| 
which  cectainly  required  to  be  relieved  in 
some  way  or  other.  The  very  arrange* 
ment  of  tne  mass  of  communications  sub* 
mitted  to  the  royal  attention^  was  in  itself 
a  labour  which  required  the  employ* 
ment  of  a  secretary,  while  it  greatljp 
facilitated  the  dispatch  of  public  business 
by  the  person  at  the  head  of  the  govern* 
ment.  It  had  been  said  that  his  Majesty 
discharged  all  that  labour  for  five  and  forty 
years  without  any  such  relief,  and  that 
when  he  did  have  it,  it  was  from  a  cala* 
mitous  necessity  which  did  not  exiu  with 
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regard  to  the  Prince  Regent.  His  Ma- 
jesty certainly  did  transact  the  public 
business  without  the  assistance  of  a  prirate 
secretary,  and  he  did  it  to  the  ^tonish- 
inent  of  every  one  who  was  able  to  witness 
it :  but  while  we  did  honour  to  the  labo* 
rious  activity  and  sedulous  diligence  of 
George  3,  we  should  remember  some  dis- 
criminating circumstances  between  him 
and  the  exalted  personage  who  now  exer- 
cised the  sovereign  authority.  The  King 
came  to  the  throne  at  a  very  youthful 
period  of  his  life,  and  was  early  trained  to 
those  habits  of  business  which  accom- 
modated themselves  gradually  to  the  gra- 
dual increase  of  labour  which  every  year 
of  his  reign  produced.  In  him  it  progres* 
tively  became  a  task  of  comparative  ease ; 
but  the  Prince  Keeent  entering  upon  the 
laborious  details  of  government  at  a  much 
more  advanced  stage  of  life,  it  could,  not 
ht  expected  that  he  should  possess  those 
fecilities  in  transacting  public  business,  or 
that  severe  application  to  them  which  was 
the  result  of  early  habit  in  bis  royal  father, 
and  he  would  be  overwhelmed  at  once  by 
the  mass  of  business  which  must  come 
before  him,  were  it  not  for  the  assistance 
of  a  secretary  in  the  minor  details  of  ar- 
rangement:— -looking,  therefore,  at  that 
part  of  the  question  alone,  without  advert- 
ing to  the  enormous  increase  of  duties  an- 
nexed to  the  functions  of  the  sovereign, 
arising  from  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try, he  could  not  but  consider  the  present 
motion  as  the  most  extraordinary  one  that 
vas  ever  brought  before  that  House.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  betray  deep  marks  of  a 
disposition  to  complain  in  the  absence  of 
all  grounds  of  complaint— a  determination 
to  ^nd  grievances  where  none  existed ; 
but,  he  thought  at  the  same  time,  that  it 
displayed  a  miserable  poverty  of  inven- 
tion. When  the  hon.  gentleman  informed 
bim  some  time  ago  in  private,  that  he 
meant  to  bring  the  question  before  the 
House,  he  had  told  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  he  should  always  wish  his  political 
opponents  to  choose  such  weak  grounds  of 
attack.  Great  pomp  and  solemnity  had 
accompanied  its  whole  progress  to  the 
present  moment.  A  month  or  six  weeks 
ago  notice  was  given  by  the  hon.  member 
of  a  motion  upon  a  most  important  consti- 
tutional question.  Expectation  was  ex- 
cited— the  day  arrived,  and,  lo!  tbey 
were  to  decide  whether  the  Prince  Regent 
was  to  have  a  private  secretary  !  Really 
be  thought  it  a  subject  hardly  to  be  viewed 
with  that  solemnity  which  the  hon.  mem- 
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ber  wished  to  attach  to  it ;  he  thought  it 
was  brought  forward  rather  for  party 
views — rather  for  the  purposes  of  misre- 
presentation than  any  other.  It  was  to 
persuade  the  country  that  colonel  M'Ma- 
hon  would  be  the  organ  of  communication 
between  that  cabinet  behind  the  throne,  of 
which  so  much  had  been  said,  and  the 
official  servants  of  the  crown.  He  was  to 
be  represented  as  the  channel  through 
which  would  flow  that  stream  of  secret 
influence,  of  unseen  power  by  which  ther 
subordinate  agents  of  governments  were 
supposed  to  be  directed.  But,  did  any 
body  believe  all  that?  Such  common- 
place declamation  might  serve  very  well 
to  turn  a  paragraph  in  a  newspaper,  in 
order  to  keep  alive  an  impression  unfa- 
vourable to  government,  but  was  hardly 
worthy  of  serious  refutation :  it  was  very; 
well,  to  be  sure,  that  it  should  be  nsed  bv 
those  who  thought  the  Prince  Regent  s 
pleasure  could  not  be  properly  communi- 
cated, because  thev  were  not  the  ohjectff 
of  it.  He  was  afraid  that  be  had  troubled 
the  House  too  long  upon  a  case  which 
really  appeared  so  extremely  plain ;  but 
he  ti'usted  he  had  said  enough  to  shew,  that 
the  subject  of  the  present  question  was 
not  of  that  grave  nature  which  bad  been 
represented ;  and  that  the  appointment  of 
colonel  M'Mahon  u  private  secretary  wag 
neither  unlawful  nor  inexpedient,  unless 
the  House  were  prepared  to  make  the 
Prince  Regent  one  of  the  greatest  slaves 
in  his  own  dominions. 

Mr.  Elliot,  in  explanation,  denied  hav- 
ing used  the  expressions  respecting  the 
private  attachments  of  the  sovereign  with 
the  reference  imputed  to  him  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  thought  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  perfectly  right  in  making  a 
speech  for  the  hon.  memMr  (Mr.  Elliot), 
in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  answer 
it  in  his  own  way.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
hon.  member  referred  to,  had  never  al- 
luded to  any  sovereign,  in  particular,  who 
chose  the  public  servants  of  the  crown 
merely  from  feelings  of  private  friendship ; 
and  for  his  own  part  ne  hoped  that  no 
king  of  Enffland  in  the  present  or  in  future 
times  could  be  found  capable  of  choosing 
his  ministers  solely  on  account  of  private 
services  or  private  friendship.  The  Prince 
Recent,  he  felt  assured,  was  above  any 
such  temptation ;  and  he  believed  that 
any  person  offerine  such  tfd vice,  poispning 
his  ear  with  such  doctrines,  would  receive 
a  contemiflaoiie  disminal  from  his  royal 
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presence  a»  a  reward  for  his  pernicious 
sentiments*  The  Vight  hon.  gentleman 
himself  was  a  proof  that  his.  Royal  High- 
ness was  incapable  of  acting  from  motives 
of  that  description,  for  he  had  never  heard 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  aspired  to 
the  honour  of  being  the  early  friend  or 
companion  of  the  Prince. 

With  regard  to  the  legality  or  illegality 
•f  the  office  under  discussion*  neither  the 
hon.  mover  of  the  question,  nor  the  hon. 
member  who  spoke  on  the  same  side«  had 
said  any  thing  respecting  it :  but  for  him* 
self,  he  should  Hko  to  snow  who  could 
give  a  positive  opinion  upon  the  one  or  the 
ether,  upon  i.ts  illegality  or  its  onconstita- 
tiohality,  without  more  knowledge  than  the 
tlonse  yet  possessed  ?  If  the.  ri^ht  hon* 
gentleman  would  give  them  sufficient  evi-. 
oence  upon  .all  those  par'ticotsurs  ..relating, 
to  that  appointment  vvbich  it  was  raateiiM: 
the  House  should  have,  then  ttMy^  W^nld 
be  able  to  form  a  fit  conclunon;.bnt  were 
Chey  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  Uie  pro* 
|>riet^  of  ttie  offic^.  merely  upon  the  asser- 
tions of  tl^e  right  hon.  gentleman  that  it 
was  expiedient,  that  it  was  not  new,  that  it 
was  not  illegal,  and  that  it  was  not  uncon* 
•titiitional  ?  If,  however,  they  were  to 
come  to  any  decision  upon  those  assertion^, 
his  decfsion  would  be,  that  the  office,  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  description  of 
it,  was,  most  probably,  unconstitutional,  if 
not  illegal.  For  what  did  he  say, ''  that 
colonel  M'Mahon  was  to  communicate  the 
answers  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  high 
officers  of  the  government  upon  all  matters 
submitted  by  them  to  his  Royal  Hiffhness.'' 
If  it  was  so,  then  he  was  prepared  to  say, 
that  it  would  soon  be  found  that  the  pri- 
vate secretary  of  the  Prince  Regent  had 
become  the  prime  minister  of  England. 
The  case  had  been  paralleled  with  colonel 
Taylor's  appointment,  and  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  insinuated  his  surprize  at 
the  supineness  of  parliament  in  letting  it 
pass  unnoticed  at  the  time.  He  could  tell 
him  why  it  had  passed  so  unnoticed.  Be- 
sides the  severe  calamity  which  rendered 
that  appointment  necessary,  there  vvere 
sanguine  hopes  entertained  of  his  Majesty's 
recovery,  and  it  was  understood  that  no- 
thing would  be  more  likely  to  hurt  his 
feelings,  in  the  event  of  such  recovery, 
than  to  hear  that  any  public  enquiry  had 
taken  plsice  as  to  his  right  to  the  assistance 
ofcol.  Taylor.  And  was  it  the  rt.  hon.  gent, 
who  had  been  so  lon^  employed  under  bis 
Majesty,  who  complamed  that  steps  had  not 
been  tidcen  to  question  that  appointment ! 


Bat  the  Hoose  had  also  been  told,  that 
the  business  of  the  state  had  so  increased, 
that  it  was  ippossible  for  any  king  to  dis- 
charge 1%,  without  the  subordinate  services 
of  a  private  secretary.    This  he  confessed 
was  something  new*     His  Majesty  disr  - 
charged  that  ousiness  for  five  and  forty 
years  without  such  services.  '*  Aye,''  said 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  "  that  is  true  ; 
but  then  the  King  came  to  the  throne  at  a 
very  early  age,  and  habits  of  applicatioa 
became  gradually  formed  in  him,  and  be* 
sides,  the  public  business  wu  then  much 
less  than  it  is  now."     Wu  there  indeed^ 
little  to  do  at  his Msjesty's accession?  Did  . 
he  not  succeed  to  the  throne  in  the  middle 
of  the  seven  year's  war,  and  at  a  period 
when  the  foreign  correspondence  of  th« 
country  was  pot  only  equal,  but  five  times 
greater  than  at  the  present  moment  ?  Yet 
his  Majesty  (unqaesti<mably  the  most  di« 
ligent  sovereign  the  country  ever  pos«t 
s^sed)  dischaiged  all  the  duties  connected 
with  his  station  in  person,  miassisted,  and 
alone.     What  however  was  to  be  inferred 
firom  thf  argument  of  the  necessity  of  tb« 
appointment  ?  Why,  that  it  was  to  be  per^  ■ 
Mtual,  that  it  was  to  be  a  permanent  office* 
Every  future  sovereign  miffht  claim  UU 
same  privil^e,  if  the  precedent  were  ea« 
tabllsned ;   and  in  th^  case,  if  such  ml 
officer  was  to  carry  on  all  the  confidential 
communicatidAs  betvfeen  the  King  and  his, 
ministers,  it  becamflriditionally  important 
that  parliament  should  interfere,  uid  se« 
that  proper  guards,  and  a  proper  degree, 
of  controul  and  security  were  provided  for 
the  execution  of  the  office.    In  support  of 
the  necessity  of  this,  he  would  beg  the 
House  to  look  a  little  to  the  future.     W« 
were  not  alwavs  to  suppose  that  a  princs 
would  succeecf  to  the  tnrone  in  the  sam« 
maturity  of  age  as  the  present  ruler  ;  w« 
might  have,  at  no  very  distant  day,  a  fe- 
male there,  totally  inexperienced  m  pub* 
iic  affairs;    we  might  have  a  monarch 
whose  debilitated  frame  would  render  as*' 
sistance  of  that  kind  dangerous,  or  one 
whose  loveof  indolence,  whose  abhorrencs 
of  public  duty,  would  dispose  him  eaually. 
to  employ  it :   what  then  ?   Woula  that 
private  secretary  have  no  influence  upon 
the    government,    under    such    circum* 
stances  ?   Was  it  not  likely  that  the  sove« 
reign  would  sometimes   lean  upon  the 
suggestions,  or  the  opinions  of  that  secre« 
tary  ?  It  was  not  in  the  course  of  human; 
alfiurs;  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  tningr  . 
but  that  such  an  officer  itiost  be  an  efficient 
and  povrerftil  instrament  in  the  adminii* 
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tration.  It  became,  therefore,  the  doty  of 
parliament  to  enquire  rigidly  into  the 
nature  and  the  duties  of  an  office  so  re- 
plete with  danger  to  the  constitution. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  talked  about 
exterior  and   interior  cabinets,  and   de- 
scribed the  sentiments  of  those  who  main- 
tained their  existence,  as  a  sort  of  politi- 
cal opposition  cant ;    as  the  discontented 
cry  of  gentlemen  out  of  office  who  would 
be  very  glad  to  get  in.     All  that  might  be 
true  with  regard  to  the  present  moment ; 
but,  would  he  pretend  to  say,  looking  into 
the  history  of  the  last  century,  that  no 
such  secret  influence  had  existed  in  this 
country ;   would  he  affirm  that  ministers 
had    always    acted   free    from    the   in- 
fluence, free  from  the   secret  wishes  of 
an    interior    cabinet?    He    believed  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  say  that, 
for  he  knew  it  was  not  the  truth :  he  knew 
that  there  had  been  such  unseen  influ- 
ence, and  that  there  might  be  again  an 
interior  and  an  exterior  cabinet.     With 
such  a  conviction  on  his  mind,  he  felt  jus- 
tified in  calling  upon  the  House  to  support 
the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend ;   he  wished 
to  see  the  authority  under  which  colonel 
M'Mahon  acted;  he  wished  to  know  what 
were  his  duties,  what  his  responsibility, 
what  the  precise  nature  of  his  office.     He 
was  aware  that  the  Treasury  minute  would 
shew  that  he  was  to  have  2,000/.  a  year ; 
but  he  wanted  to  ascertain  what  instruc- 
tions he  received — under  what  patent  or 
other  instrument  he  acted.     The  more  the 
House  looked  at  the  question,  the  more, 
he  was  convinced,  they  must  feel  its  im- 
portance, notwithstanding  the  levity  with 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  treated 
it — a  levity  which,  he  really  believed,  in 
his  sober  judgment  he  disclaimed.      For 
himself,  he  condemned  the  appointment 
prima  facie;    but  before  he  condemned  it 
by  his  vote,  he  should  like  to  have  some 
better  evidence  before  him.      He  should 
like  to  know  precisely  for  what  purposes 
colonel  M'Mahon  was  appointed.     Not, 
surely,  as  the  noble  lord  had  stated  (Cas- 
tiereagh),  that  his  Royal  Highness  might 
not  be  suffocated  beneath  piles  of  papers, 
unable  to  move  from  under  them.      He 
should,  indeed,  be  sorry  at  such  an  event ; 
but  if  that  were  the  danger  that  was  to  be 
avoided,  he  feared  the  appointment  would 
not  answer  all  its  purposes — for  if  his  Royal 
Bighness  was  not  an  Atlas,  his  private  se- 
cretary was  certainly  not  a  Hercules,  and, 
nke  a  favourite  cat,  drowned  in  a  bowl  of 
niilk,   we  should,  perhaps,   see  colonel 
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M'Mahon's  death  announced,  soflbcated 
under  reams  of  official  paper.  He  begged 
pardon  of  the  House  for  imitating  the  le- 
Vity  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  con- 
cluded by  declaring,  that  his  vote  should  be 
given  for  the  production  of  the  documents 
moved  for.  In  the  event  of  their  produc- 
tion, it  would  be  for  the  House  to  consider 
what  further  steps  ought  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  observed,  that  the! 
more  the  House  heard  of  this  business  the 
more  they  must  feel  surprised  that  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Wynn),  after  reflection,  had 
persisted  in  bis  gaotion.     He  was  anxious 
to  rescue  his  right  hon.  friend  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer]  from  that  species 
of  misconstruction  which  had  been  too 
frequently  practised  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House«— he  alluded  to  the  assertion 
made  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  spoken  last,  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  invented  a  speech  in  order  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  answering  it.— The  only 
proof  of  this  invention  which  had  been 
adduced  was,  a  statement  that  his  hon^ 
friend  had  imputed  to  tlie  gentleman  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  use  of  the 
words    "  illegal    and    unconstitutional,'' 
when  no  such  words  had  been  uttered. 
He  believed  that  his  right  hon.  friend  was 
perfectly  correct  in  asserting,  that  the 
hon.  mover  of  the  question  had  described 
the  office  as  illegal— >[Mr.  Wynn   said. 
No  !   No  !   across  the  table]. — ^The  hon. 
gentleman  said  he  had  not  used  the  asser* 
tion,  and  he  had  no  doubt  he  was  right ; 
however,  it  was  of  little  import,  whether 
the  word  illegal  or  unconstitutional  was 
used,  for  that  which  was  unconstitutional 
could  not  be  legal. — He  did  not,  however, 
believe,  that  one  constitutional  principle 
had  been  violated  by  the  appointment  in 
question.     If  his  Majesty  had  not  been 
afflicted  with  his  present  calamity,  notwith« 
standing  all  the  advantages  he  possessed, 
from  the  immense  accumulation  of  busi* 
ness  since  the  year  1805,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  have  executed 
his  functions  without  that  species  of  ac- 
commodation which  had  been  afforded  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  by  tho 
appointment  of  col.  M'Mahon. 

Mr.  Lamb  thought  that  the  House  mast 
agree  to  the  motion,  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  a  censure  upon  the  appointment, 
and  of  reversing  it,  unless  eveiy  thing  that 
was  constitutional  was  to  be  giv^n  up  to 
the  mere  purposes  of  convenience.  All 
the  original  objections  to  the  office  not 
alone  remain  unanswered^  bat  had  been 
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cottsiderably  strengthened.    The  nomiiift- 
tion  of  colonel  Taylor  had  ntfthiogiii  it 
similar,  he  thought,  to  that  of  o»lonel 
M'Mahon ;  the  former  was  rendered  ne* 
cessary,  if  he  might  .so  express  hiraielCi 
by  the  hand  of  God;  and  it  coald  not 
therefore  form  a  precedent  for  the  case 
then  before  the  House.     The  impropriety 
of  that  case  he  had  not  heard  rented  ;  he 
had  beard  leyity  indeed,  and  a  good  deal 
of  onsnitable  indignation:  but  they  did 
not  seem  to  suit  that  sera  of  Lacedemonian 
▼irtue,  upon  which  he  hoped  to  see  both 
sides  of  the  House  act.    As  to  the  in* 
creased  public  business,  which  had  been 
aissigned  as  the  cause  of  that  appointment, 
that  did  not  fall  upon  the  King,  bat  opon 
the  serf  ants  of  the  crown,  and  sorely  with 
all  the  assistance  which  they  derived  in 
their  several  departments,  they  might  so 
arrange  the  papers  which  had  |o  receive 
his  Majesty's  final  sanction,  as  to  render 
it  unnecessary  that  they  should  go  through 
the  hands  of  a  private  secretary.    It  was 
impossible  to  surmise  to  what  extent  such 
an  office  might  lead ;  or  how  far  ministen 
might  surrender  their  right  of  access  to  the 
sovereign,  when  an  intermediate  channel 
of  communication  was  interposed.    It  wu 
said  that  the  office  was  not  a  state  one ; 
but  who  knew  how  soon  it  might  become 
such  ?  or  bow  soon  a  king  might  stt  upon 
the  throne,  who  would  delegate  to  his 
private  secretary  what  ought  to  be  the  pe* 
culiar  functions  of  the  chief  magistrate  ? 
Might  not  an  indolent  monarch,  one  dis- 
inclined to  public  business,  hand  over  to 
that  secretary  an  unread  paper,  and  bid 
him  answer  it  according  to  his  own  judg- 
ment ?  When  the  evils  which  might  spring 
from  such  a  source  were  contemplated,  he 
woold  ask  the  House  if  they  could  be  in- 
duced to  sanction  such  an  appointment } 
Viewing  the  question  therefore  as  one  of 
great  importance,  he  should  vote  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  declared  his  readiness  to 
look  at  this  question  in  every  point  of 
view,  but  that  he  was  utterly  unable  to 
see  any  thing  of  that  alarming  nature,  or  of 
those  dangerous  consequences  apprehend- 
ed by  bis  hon.  friends.  He  had  often 
heard  that  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
goTernment  was  a  situation  of  great  lap 
hour  and  hardship ;  but  it  would  indeed 
be  a  situation  of  hardship  if  the  sovereign 
was  to  be  denied  that  assistance  which  was 

SMsessed  by  every  one  of  his  midisters. 
e  was  surprised  to  hear  alarm  carried  to 
such  an  extravagant  length  aa  to  snpposa 
(VOL-XXIL) 
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that  eokmel  M'Mahon  might  become  th«  • 

real  prime  minister.    Had  they  not  seen 

colonel  Taylor  holding  the  same  office^ « 

and  exercising   the  lame   functions  for 

seven  years  without  any  danger  to  tho" 

state,  or  injury  to  its  interest  ?  Had  they 

seen  him  osorp  any  of  tha  kingly  powenb ' 

or  endanger  any  of  the  royal  avthoritieti  ' 

No-4Hit  now  that  another  person  was  in* 

trodoced  to  the  same  office,  and  that  the 

Prince  Regent  sat  on  the  throne,  all  thenar' 

magnified    and   imaginary    perils  >wer» 

brought  in  dreadful  array  before  theai,»'' 

He  begged  the  House  to  pause  and  lookafta 

the  question  through  the  medium  of  coni« ' 

mon  sense.    What  was  col.  M*Mationto 

do,  but  what  col.  Taylor  had  done,  before! 

The  business  of  col.  M'Mahon,  wt  secret* 

tary,  was  to  examine  and  transmit  papenr^ 

and  was  it  possible  In  the  multiplicity  ef  ^ 

affairs  that  pressed  on  government  at  pre<» 

sent,  that  any  monarch  could  act  without 

some  such  assiatanee  ?  The  secretaries  off  • 

state  had  their  private  secretaries,   aaA* 

could  it  be  fitirly  called  unconstifuttonai» 

because  kmg  William  and  king  Georgn 

the  1st  and  king  George  the  2m  did  na^ 

require  such  ad  officer,  when  the  fatiguea 

of  the  sovereign  were  comparativalY  aa» 

trifling }  If  the  Pk'ioce  should  be  ill  advued^ 

there  were  responsible  persons,  but  ho 

could  not  consider  it  consistent  with  thw 

nature  of  his  office  in  a  private  secretary 

to  give  advice  to  his  master.    He  thougi^ 

that  an  importance  was  attached  to  thu 

subject  much  greater  than  it  deserved* 

and  as  the  motion  was  evidently  intended 

to  censure  and  reverse  the  appointment 

which  he  deemed  useful  and  indispensable* 

be  should  vote  aaainst  it. 

Mr.  WkitbrtmL — Sir,  this  is  a  new  mvk 
indeed.    This  it  seems  is  a  period  when 
early  friendships  come  to  be  naturally  •** 
crificed.    If  on  entering  this  House  I  had 
happened  to  hear  the  voice  of  my  honour* 
able  friend  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  would 
have  hazarded  any  wager  that  he  waa 
raising  it  in  support  of  the  motion.    I  ana 
sorry  to  find  this  difference  of  opinion 
among  early  political  friends.    Sir,  he*  baa 
arraigned  my  honourable  friend  for  making 
this  motion,  a  motion  which  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  opposite  has  declared,  and  cer«> 
tainly  his  manner  corresponded  with  hia* 
declaration,^  he  felt  sincere  satisfaction  aH 
seeing  brought  forward.— The  appoinlp, 
meot  of  colonel  Taylor  lias  been  quoted  IQ 
defence  of  the  appointment  of  colonel 
M'Bfahon,  and  unquestionably  it  istmn. 
that  tfee  former  appointnient  was  high^ 
(a  A  J 
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objectionable.  Bat  if  a  feeling  of  tender- 
ness was  indulged  on  that  occasion,  if  a 
forbearance  arising  out  of  peculiar  circum- 
stances was  then  acquiesced  in,  I  certainly 
should  not  haTe  expected  that  my  hon. 
friend,  who  sympathized  in  that  tender- 
ness, and  was  present  at  that  acquiescence, 
would  now  endeavour  to  derive  thence  any 
precedent  hostile  to  the  motion  of  my  hon. 
friend.  The  time  has,  however,  arrived, 
when  all  former  predilections  are  to  cease 
to  be  indulged,  though  I  am  yet  glad  to 
find  that  he  who  was  a  strong  friend,  is 
not  likely  to  prove  a  formidable  enemy, 
like  the  noble  lord  who  appeared^to  me 
always  to  speak  best  when  most  distantly 
removed  from  the  Treasury  bench,  I  think 
I  never  heard  my  hon.  friend  reason  so 
weakly  as  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
bas  confounded  the  identity  of  the  cases 
of  col.  Taylor  and  col.  M'Mahon.  Does 
he  forget  that  colonel  Taylor  was  not  a 
member  of  the  privy  council  ?  That  he 
was  not  a  member  of  parliament  ?  [Mr. 
Stephen  cried  Hear!]  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  is  pleased  to  cheer  me, 
has  he  any  doubts  ?  for  if  he  has,  I  beg  to 
refer  him  to  the  Almanack.  Col.  Taylor 
was  likewise,  if  I  mistake  not,  paid  out  of 
the  King's  privy  purse,  but  certainly  was 
mtroduced  to  this  situation  solely  on  ac- 
count of  his  Majesty's  age  and  bodily  in* 
firmities.  We  have  been  told  of  the  ne* 
cessity  of  furnishing  the  crown  with  requi- 
sit*  assistance,  is  it  meant  by  this,  I  ask,  to 
insinuate  that  col.  M'Mahon  is  necessary 
to  enable  the  reiening  prince  to  discbarge 
the  functions  of  the  monarchy  ?  Some- 
thing like  a  contrast  has  been  drawn  by 
the  noble  lord  opposite.  I  am  sure  that 
the  King  would  have  been  affronted  had  he 
been  told  that  he  wanted  assistance.  Is  Col. 
M'Mahon  to  read  to  his  Royal  Highness  all 
the  papers  that  are  submitted  to  his  perusal  ? 
Other  duties,  however,  have  been  named 
by  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Home  Department,  who  in  coming 
to  the  rescue  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  reminded  roe 
of  the  noble  lord's  ludicrous  image  of  col. 
M'Mahon  digging  up  the  Prince  from  a 
file  of  papers. — In  what  did  colonel  Tay- 
lor's duties  consist,  in  what  but  in  being 
the  conduit  between  the  King  and  his  mi- 
nisters ?  But  we  are  told  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  colonel  M'Mahon  may 
ave  other,  avocations,  that  it  may  be  bis 
duty  to  select  and  put  forth  such  papers 
•s  ought  to  be  laid  before  his  Royal  High- 
ness for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  into 
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his  early  consideration ;  and  consequently 
to  keep  back  other  papers  which  he  may 
not  judge  to  be  of  that  urgent  nature. 
What  is  this  but  to  give  to  colonel  M'Mahon 
a  controul  over  the  interests  and  fortunes 
of  men  ?  If  it  be  said  on  the  other  hand 
that  colonel  M'Mahon— a  privy  coun* 
sellor's,  duties  are  to  be  confined  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  bundles  of  papers,  of  tying 
them  up  in  tape,  and  disposing  them  in 
due  order,  is  this  a  service  that  deserves 
the  remuneration  of  2,000/.  per  annum  ? 
The  whole  affair  wears  the  aspect  of  m 
place  made  for  colonel  M'Mahon ;  it  has 
nothing  constitutional  belonging  to  it,  no 
definition  of  duties,  no  copy  of  appoint* 
ment ;  nothing  but  a  Ta^ue  Treasury  mi* 
nute.  To  be  sure,  it  is  said  that  the  Irince 
Regent  cannot  listen  to  bad  advice,  and 
that  colonel  M'Mahon  is  incompetent  to 
give  it.  I  speak  not  of  Greorge  Prince 
of  Wales,  nor  of  colonel  John  M'Ma* 
hon ;  but.  Sir,  we  are  to  consider  Re- 
gents and  Secretaries  in  general,  and  in 
so  doing  we  are  justified  in  assuming  the 
possibility  of  weak  princes  and  dangerous 
secretaries,  and  of  the  most  mischievous 
consequences  resulting.  The  House  of 
Commons  has  once  prevailed  lately,  on 
the  question  of  another  appointment,' 
against  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
does  not  yet  seem  to  have  finished  his 
ministerial  arrangements.  I  observe,  in* 
deed,  many  old  races  in  new  parts  of  the 
House,  and  I  hear  of  others  ^ho  are  wilt- 
ing to  accept  of  place,  if  their  wisdom  be 
only  duly  estimated  by  the  present 
cabinet.— 'It  has  been  announced  too  that 
one  right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade)  has  offered 
to  give  his  gratuitous  assistance  to  the  go- 
vernment. Surrounded  therefore  as  the 
Prince  is  by  interested  and  disinterested 
advisers,  how  do  we  know  that  colonel 
M'Mahon  may  not  in  a  few  days  be  a 
cabinet  minister  ?  We  see  one  man  give 
up  his  place  on  condition  of  being  allowed 
to  advise,  and  we  see  another  refbse  to 
advise  unless  he  receives  a  place*  CoK 
M'Mahon  has  been  already  dislodged  from 
one  situation  by  the  advice  of  parliament, 
I  think  the  House  of  Commons  redeemed 
much  of  its  character  on  that  occasion^ 
but  I  am  sure  it  will  lose  much  in  the  esti* 
mation  of  the  country,  and  of  its  consti- 
tuents, should  it  sanction  this  appointment 
of  the  noble  lord,  whose  fortitude  in  enter- 
ing upon  office  in  these  times  of  hard  la* 
hour  and  warm  debate,  cannot  be  tee 
mech.  ndviired^  end  wbo  told  ns.  in  one 
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breath  that  he  was  eqaally  '  ready  to 
mainuin  and  to  deny/  The  noble  lord 
has  referred  to  the  reign  of  William, 
as  if  to  compare  his  labours  with  those 
of  the  ministers  of  that  monarch.  Ua- 
doabtedly  the  Somers's,  the  Godolphins, 
the  Marl  boroughs  of  that  time,  were 
pigmies  contrasted  with  the  giants  of  the 
present  day  in  politics,  although  per- 
haps in  point  of  military  merit  there  is 
no  necessity  for  degrading  eompari8ons.i— 
Bat  still  it  would  ^  a  Tery  bold  thing  to 
say  that  king  William,  who  only  redact 
the  power  of  France,  which  the  giant 
statesmen  of  the  present  day  haye  ex- 
tended and  confirmed,  that  he  and  the  mi- 
nisters who  were  the  aid  and  instruments 
of  his  commanding  wisdom,  desenre  to  be 
put  in  the  scale  against  the  noble  lord,  or 
any  of  his  right  hon.  colleagues. — ^The 
noble  lord  found  on  his  admission  to  office^ 
that  during  the  administration  of  his  pre- 
decessor, two  ambassadors  had  been  kept 
a  year  at  home,  as  it  were  to  season  them 
in  their  new  characters,  and  by  a  magna- 
nimous effort  he  cent  them  to  their  desti- 
nations. The  noble  lord's  hands  must  be 
full  indeed.  An  Austrian  messenger  is 
said  to  haTe  just  arrived,  and  I  dare  say, 
there  is  a  prodigious  ferment  in  the  fo- 
reign office,  and  that  the  noble  lord's  mind 
is  too  much  heated  and  occupied  with 
other  and  grander  speculations,  to  think 
that  any  time  should  be  lost,  in  considering 
whether  the  public  ought  to  pay  2,000/. 
per  ann.  to  colonel  M'Mahon  for  tying 
up  and  docketing  papers.  Notwithstand- 
ing, however,  these  pursuits  and  occupa* 
tions  of  the  noble  lord,  it  is  not  to  be  for- 
gotten that  this  is  a  new  case,  such,  per- 
haps, as  is  quite  worthy  of  this  new  sera. 
It  behoves  the  House  to  remember  that 
which  is  manifest,  that  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, in  the  full  possession  of  his  facul- 
ties, in  the  vigour  of  a  health  not  likely 
to  be  impaired  for. many  years  to  come, 
perfectly  able  to  read  and  write,  and 
fully  competent  to  the  transaction  of  pub- 
lic business,  calls  in  that  species  of  as- 
sistance which  William  3,  which  Geo.  1, 
and  George  2,  in  their  long  career  of  glory, 
and  at  those  periods  which  are  universally 
deemed  to  be  the  proudest  in  our  national 
annals,  did  not  require,  which  George  S 
did  not  require,  until  by  the  severe  visita- 
tion of  Providence  he  was  afflicted  with 
blindness.—"  What !  deprive  the  Prince 
of  a  secretary,"  exclaims  an  hon.  gentle- 
man; "  will  you  give  him  no  help,  will 
yon  afford  him  no  tima  to  deliberate  on 


the  vast  projects  of  those  illustrious  minis* 
ters  b^  whom  he  is  surrounded  ?"  Why^ 
Sir,  his  Majesty  managed  to  do  all  this.— ^ 
Oh,  but  then  you  do  not  consider  the  pro* 
digious  increase  of  public  business  sincQ 
1804,  and  indeed  there  may  be  some  rea* 
sonable  wonder  how  the  business  of  that 
year  was  got  through. — What  so  moderatii 
too,  it  is  asked,  as  the  sum  of  2,000/.  ?— and 
if  it  be  so  moderate,  what  objection  can 
there  be  to  the  Prince  paying  it  out  of  hii 
own  private  purse-? — It  was  not  the  amount 
of  emolument  that  constituted  the  objec* 
tion  to  colonel  M'Mahon's  former  appoint* 
ment,  but  the  principle,  which  has  been 
condemned,  as  I  trust  the  principle  of 
the  present  appointment  will  be,  by  the 
House  of  Commons*  The  House  ought 
to  inform  itself  of  the  real  duties  attached 
to  this  newly  erected  office.  I  do  not  be* 
lieve  that  they  consist  in  the  drudgery 
described.  As  a  privy  counsellor,  c6tonel 
M'Mahon  has  a  right  to  give  advice  to  hii 
Royal  Highness.  A  noble  lord  and  two 
right  hon.  gentlemen,  whose  arguments 
were  so  much  alike  as  to' render  it  difficult 
to  distinguish  between  them,  tell  us  aft 
once  that  the  Prince  Regent  cannot  ad 
without  the  aid  of  such  an  appointment* 
Do  they  mean  to  say  this,  that  it  is  to  be 
co-ordinate  with  the  functions  of  royalty^ 
that  the  monarchy  is  too  unwieldy  to  bn 
managed  by  a  single  hand,  and  that  there* 
fore,  there  is  a  necessity  for  callinjp^  in 
colonel  M'Mahon  to  bear  his  share  of  th^ 
burden  ?— -From  the  cheer  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  when  by  a  right  hon« 
friend  of  mine  the  phrase  of '  early  predi* 
lections'  was  used,  he  may  have  supposed 
that  I  included  myself  in  the  number  of 
those  to  whom  it  might  generally  be  ap* 
plied.  But  I  beg  leave  to  disclaim  the 
honour;  the  shot  passed  over  my  head* 
Doubtless  we  now  know  nothing  of  pri* 
vate  attachments  or  private  actions,  though 
a  pretty  general  belief  once  prevailed  thai 
there  once  were  such  things  as  political 
preferences  and  regards,  since  they  ap« 
peered  to  be  well  authenticated  and  re* 
corded.  But  this  is  at  an  end  ;  the  scena 
is  closed;  and  we  are  henceforward 
to  look  only  to  the  appointed  and  respon* 
sfble  servants  of  the  crown,  for  the  opi- 
nions of  the  crown,  and  I  trust  that  after 
all  we  have  heard,  and  all  we  have  expe* 
rienced  from  the  evils  of  a  secret  influence, 
we  shall  not  permit  this  new  aera  to  b^ 
signalized  by  the  formal  appointment  of 
an  intermediate  officer  between  the  crowQ 
and  its  miniiteri. 
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Mr.  Wilbetfarct  declared,  that  with  one 
exception,  there  could  not,  in  his  opinion, 
be  a  more  unobjectionable  appointment 
than  that  which  was  the  subject  of  the 
present  discussion.     By  the  general  ac- 
knowledgment>  there  was  a  greater  weight 
of  business  on  the  sovereign  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
^tended  scale  of  our  military  operations, 
than  at  any  former  period.     It  any  one' 
Toted  against  the  motion,  except  on  the 
conviction   that  there  had   been  a  great 
increase  in  public  business,  thtlt  person's 
view  of  the  subject  was  very  different 
from  his.     Under  similar  circumstances 
any  man,  even  if  he  possessed  the  exer- 
tions and  talents  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken,  might  want  a  secre- 
tary.    The  situation  of  private  secretary 
was  not  one  of  responsibility,  neither  did 
It  encroach  on  the  province  of  any  minister 
of  the  crown.    The  ministers  of  the  crown 
would  siill  be  the  legal  and  constitutional 
organs  through  which  all  the  public  busi- 
ness must  be  transacted ;   and  they  would 
be  liable  to  the  same  responsibility  after 
this  appointment  as  before  it.     The  neces- 
sity of  a  private  secretary  to  the  Prince 
was  obvious.     As  a  precedent  it  was  not 
dangerous.     It  was  indispensable.     Even 
his  present  Majesty,  the  most  laborious 
prince   who  had  ever  filled  the  British 
throne,  had,  towards  the  latter  part  of  his 
reign,   been   almost    overwhelmed    with 
public   business.     At   the  same   time  he 
must  frankly  declare  his  wish,  that  colonel 
M'Mahon  had  been  paid  out  of  the  privy 

{>urse.  It  would  have  been  a  more  seem- 
y  and  decorous  preceeding ;  though  cer- 
tainly the  publicity  which  the  proceed- 
ing that  had  been  adopted  in  preference 
gave  to  the  appointment,  was  a  kind  of 
security  against  any  secret  influence.  As 
he  was  on  the  subject  of  secret  influence, 
he  would  mention  to  the  House,  that  he 
once  had  a  conversation  with  a  noble  lord, 
now  no  more  (lord  North),  who,  in  a 
former  part  of  his  political  life,  had  spoken 
of  an  influence  behind  the  throne,  greater 
than  the  throne  itself;  and  that  on  his 
questioning  that  noble  lord  towards  the 
close  of  his  life,  with  respect  to  his  then 
opinion  on  the  existence  of  such  influence, 
his  lordship  said  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  any  such  existed.  He  had  often 
been  joked  about  bis  doubts  as  to  his  vote ; 
but  on  this  occasion  he  should  have  no 
hesitation  in  voting  against  the  motion,  be- 
cause to  vote  for  it  would  be  to  vote  for  the 
reversal  of  the  appointment  in  question. 


Mr.  W}fmC$  Motion  re^)ecting  ^9^. 

Mr.  WhUhread  explained ;  and  said,  that 
in  the  various  trades  he  was  engaged  in, 
he  employed  many  clerks:  he  had  one 
private  one,  bat  he  paid  him  out  of  hit 
own  pocket. 

Cord  Folkestone  wished  to  know  what 
were  the  functions  of  the  private  secretary  ? 
Colonel  Taylor's  appointment  formed  oo 
precedent.  The  present  was  like  a  ques- 
tion about  a  favourite  or  minion.  He  re- 
membered when  he  was  abroad  in  Russia, 
in  the  Emperor  Panrs  time,  when  prodi- 
gious activity  seemed  to  prevail  in  the 
offices,  and  even  the  petty  matters  and 
details  of  the  dress  regiments  were  made 
concerns  of  the  most  serious  importances- 
there  was  a  person,  sprung  from  low  ex- 
traction, who  rose  in  favour  till  he  was  ac- 
tually made  Privy  Counsellor  and  Private 
Secretary  to  the  emperor.  This  man  was 
most  about  the  imperial  person,  and  every 
communication  was  made  through  him. 
Though  he  held  only  those  two  offices,  all 
the  parasites  of  the  court  fawned  upon  him# 
After  some  time,  it  appeared  he  was  sob- 
servient  to  the  views  of  France.  He  de-* 
stroyed  the  influence  of  the  ministers,  who 
were  there  responsible  to  no  parliament, 
overcame  a  proud  nobility,  turned  them 
out  of  all  places,  and  ultimately  laid  that 
country  at  the  foot  of  French  intrigue. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  colonel  M. 
was  a  man  likely  to  dp  this :  but  it  inras 
right  to  look  at  the  possibility  of  bad  suc- 
cessors to  such  an  office  under  some  future 
weak  prince.  Seeing  the  possibility  of 
such  a  danger,  he  should  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Marryat  would  vote  against  the 
motion,  because  he  conceived  it  a  party 
question,  and  not  involving  any  thing  con- 
stitutional. Surely  they  would  not  refuse 
the  Prince  Regent  a  private  secretary^ 
when  they  allowed  three  to  a  military 
commander. 

Mr.  Charki  Adams  said,  that  he  voted 
against  the  last  appointment  of  colonel 
M*Mahon,  because  it  was  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  a  resolution  of  the  House.  As  to 
the  present  appointment,  he  had  not  heard 
any  ground  of  opposition  to  it.  The  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  had  alluded 
to  members  who  had  lately  changed  their 
seats.  If  he  bad  changed  his  seat,  he 
certainly  had  not  changed  his  mind  ;  for 
he  would  give  the  same  conscientioua 
vote  now  that  he  gave  then.  In  this  new 
era  he  did  not  doubt  but  many  members 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  changed 
sides;  and  he  knew  that  even  tbehm* 
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gentleman  bimself  had  before  altered  bit 
seatf  though  not  perhaps  his  principle. 
Thebon.  gentleman  would  give  hinU  as 
well  as  himself  the  advantage  w  the  classic 
maxim :  '  Cssium^  non  amimam  mutant 
qui  trans  mare  cornint' 

Mr.  TkfTifey  regarded  the  present  as  ft 
most  important  <juestion*  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Yorkshire  had  approved  of  the 
appointment  on  the  ground  that  the  Prince 
Regent  was  too  weak  and  infirm  an  old 
gentleman  to  act  without  it,  and  thus,  for 
once  in  his  iife«  had  made  lip  his  mind  to 
a  decided  vote.  He  understood  the  boo. 
member  also  to  bestow  his  approbation 
on  the  proceeding,  because  there  had  been 
a  great  addition  to  the  business  of  the  so- 
Tereign.  Now  where  was  the  addition  to 
be  discovered  ?  Was  it  in  the  forei|(n  of- 
fice? Had  the  present  foreign  minister 
more  to  communicate  to  his  Boyal  High- 
ness than  his  predecessor  had  to  the  SJn^  ? 
Was  it  in  the  home  department ;  Admit- 
ting this  to  have  increased,  was  it  not 
known  that  all  the  details  were  managed 
by  the  minister,  leavins  to  the  Prince  no- 
thing but  the  task  of  affixing  his  signature 
—a  task  from  which  no  private  secretary 
could  relieve  him.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
member  for  Yorkshire,  on  informing  him- 
self a  little  better  on  this  part  of  the  ques- 
tion, would  see  reason  lor  changing  his 
ophiion.  The  only  duty  that  could  be 
named,  certainly  appeared  to  be  that  de- 
scribed by  his  hon.  friend,  of  assorting  and 
tying  up  papers  in  red  tape,  although  the 
hon.  gentleman,  for  the  first  time  he  be- 
lieved in  that  House,  bad  talked  of  the 
necessity  of  attending  to  the  Prince's 
private  concerns.  The  private  secretary 
truly  was  to  assist  the  Regent  in  his  pri- 
vate correspondence.  Now  really,  he 
was  not  iware  of  any  increase  in  the  pri- 
Tate  friends  of  that  illustrious  person  which 
made  such  an  appointment  necessary. 
And  if  there  were,  what  necsessity  was 
there  for  making  the  private  letter-writer 
a  privy  counsellor  ?  Colonel  Taylor  miffht 
or  might  not  be  private  secretary  to  bis 
Majesty,  but  he  had  no  right  to  assume 
that  he  held  such  a  situation.  His  ap- 
pointment was  not  gazetted.  Ha  under- 
stood that  his  Majesty  objected  to  his  be- 
ing a  privy  counsellor,  not  being  willing 
to  recognize  the  necessity  of  assistance  in 
the  discharge  of  his  royal  duties  irom  any 
quarter  whatever.  Colonel  Tay  lor,  thengh 
not  paid  out  of  the  privy  purse,  was  paid 
out  ot  the  royal  and  special  bounties ;  his 
aaiary  never  met  the  .public  eye#  .and  it 
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eoold  w&fmt  fombfa  a  preoedeni  for  tb*' 
appointment  of  colonel  M'Maboii.  'Bf. ' 
the  dexterity  of  their  former  patriolisnn 
the  House  bad  brought  an  additional  bor^ 
den  on  the  conntry  of  500I.  a  year.  •  H 
was  to  be  considered  tm,  that  tM  m\wtf 
of  this  appointment  was  not  the  only  ow 
enjoyed  by  colonel  M-Maboo.  He  -  bad 
undoubtedly  been  a  fiiitbfbl  aerftn^  bM 
was  he  not  rewarded  at  least  in  a  hit 
proportion  to  his  services  ?  At  that  nio» 
mtnt,  as  pfivy  purse,  be  received  1 ,00011 
a  year.  As  auditor  of  the  duchy  of  Gortfi 
wait,  he  received  I.OOOi.  a  year  more;  bo^ 
sides  5001.  a  year  as  secretary  to  tbn 
Prince  in  his  dncal  capacity.  With  tUl 
new  office,  tberefi>re,  he  received  4,500^ 
a  year;  which,  vras  pretty  well  Thit 
hoD.  member  for  Yorkshire,  notwithstalrfft 
Ing  the  vote  he  was  to  sive  that  nigb^ 
had  yet  started  one  Kule  difficnhy,  which 
was,  however,  something  for  an  ec<momii 
cal  gentleman  like  him— he  was  sony 
that  any  money  at  all  was  to  be  paid  bj. 
the  country  ior  this  appointment*  Foe 
his  part,  he  had  no  hostile  feeling  to  colo* 
nel  M'Mahoja,  and  wished  to  do  nothinc 
unpleasant  to  the  Prince.  He  would  aC 
low  that  it  might  be  necessary  fi>r  thii 
Prince  to  have  advisers  on  military  anA 
other  subjects.  This,  however,  was  said 
to  be  quite  diArent ;  to  be  a  private  sii 
tuation.  He  denied  that  there  could  hi 
any  thing  private  in  such  a  situation^ 
Colonel  M'Mabon  must  either  be  secre* 
tary  of  sute,  or  he  could  be  nothings 
Another  thing  he  wished  to  Imow,  was^ 
whether  this  was  to  be  a  place  for  life  or 
not  r  How  did  he  know  but  that  imme* 
diately  after  this  appointment  other  per* 
sons  might  be  called  in  to  discharge  tbo 
pretended  duties  of  it,  and  that  this  might 
turn  out  a  direct  sinecure  for  colonel 
M'Mabon  ?  He  would  own,  for  his  owif 
part,  if  be  were  to  have  any  transactions 
with  his  Royal  Highness,  he  would  not 
apply  to  him  through  the  medium  of  tbi 
ngbt  hon.  gentleman  opposite.  He  would 
prefer  the  intervention  of  colonel  M'Ma* 
hon  to  going  through  all  the  tedious  firi* 
volities  of  Downing-street.  Though  some 
men  might  be  without  prejudices  and  pre* 
dilections,  there  were  others  who  might 
have  them,  and  he,  for  one,  certainly 
would  entertain  a  predilection  for  one  of 
these  modes  of  application  in  preference 
to  the  other.-— The  hon.  member  for  York- 
shire bad  said,  he  would  have  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  papers  moved 
for,  if.  tbay  wora  wanted  for  the  purposi 
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of  information.— That  wu  exactly  what 
he  wisbfid  for.  He  aaked  for  Dothing  but 
toknow  wbether  or  not  the  coantry  re- 
quired this  Dew  office  i  He  belieTed  tfaai 
it  wai  no  more  than  a  pretence  to  obtain 
StfiOOl.  a  year  from  the  public  for  colonel 
M'Mabon. 

Mr.  Fuller  ihould  rote  with  alt  hit  heart 
and  aoni  agaiut  the  motioo.  Did  not 
they  aliow  on  the  other  aide  that  hii 
Aoyal  Highneu  bad  an  immenie  number 
of  private  leUers  to  write  i  And  waa  that 
no  ground  for  the  appointment  ?  Gentle- 
men ihould  recollect,  that  when  hii  Ma- 
jeily  ascended  the  throne,  he  was  young 
and  hearty. — That  he  used  to  get  up  and 
go  to  bed  <early. — And  that  be  wa*  quite 
able  to  go  iJirough  all  hi*  papers  without 
any  belp.  Now  did  not  they  linow  that 
the  Prince  Reeent  was  not  so  young,  and 
that  he  would  therefore  want  a  secre- 
tary ?  The  question  was  a  Grenville  ques- 
tion. It  was  worse  than  a  party  question. 
If  the  Gren*illes  wanted  to  be  so  very  pa- 
triotic, why  did  not  some  of  the  family 
throw  up  their  sinecures  ?  It  would  have 
been  real  patriotism  to  take  no  more  of 
the  public  money  from  an  overburtbened 
people  ;  not  to  be  sucking  their  blood  as 
those  patriots  seemed,  out  of  affection,  de- 
termined to  do.  Sinecures  that,  when 
they  were  conferred  on  that  family,  wer* 
wonb  but  about  5  or  6,000/.  a  year,  now 
bad  increased  to  30,000/. ;  and  yet  it  was 
this  bloated  family  that  complained  of 
colonel  M'Mahon's  appointment.  la  fact 
it  was  their  vanity  that  was  disappointed, 
and  all  those  measures  were  the  resalt  of 
that  disappointment.  There  was  a  ran- 
corous hatred  lately  manifested  against 
all  the  measures  of  the  I'rince  Regent,  and 
it  betrayed  itself  on  this  aa  well  aa  on 
other  occasions.  Let  the  country  now  see 
who  were  the  real  friend*  of  the  Prince 
Begent.  He  did  not  mean  any  disparage- 
ment to  lord  Grey  and  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford; but  they  choM  to  load  themselTos 
viib  the  Grenvilles.  If  they  would  tie 
a  mill-Kone  aboat  their  neck  and  sink, 
it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Prince,  nor  of 
the  country,  but  their  own. 

Mr.  W.  Wyut  replied,  when  the  Hoasa 
divided. 

For  the  motion  100:  against  it  176 — 
M^ority  70. 

Un  tftie  MnufHty. 

Mtborpe,  lord  Blackburn,  J.  3. 

Abercromby,  hon.  J,      BaUngtoa,  T. 
AAir.airJ.  Braa^b«kT. 
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Borrdl,  sir  C.  Knox,  ban.  T. 

BoUet,  J.  (Eseter)  Knight,  Hobt 

Baker,  J.  Latnb,  hon.  W. 

Barret,  su-  C.  Lyttelton,  bra.  W. 

Baring,  Mr  T.  Lemon,  sir  W, 

BidduTph,  R.  H.  Lwigton,  O. 

Busk,  W.  l^tonche,  IL 

Braugbam,  H.  Hartio,  H. 

Baring,  A.  Horria,  B. 

Burdett,  sir  F.  HorpMb,  vise. 

Barbam,  J.  Hilloa,  vise. 

Bnoet,  ban.  H.  Hacdonald,  J. 

Clialoner,  R.  Maulc,  hon.  W. 

CavendiBb,  H.  Hadocka,W. 

Corweu,  C.  Hilb,  Wm. 

Creerey,  T,  Newport,  air  J. 

Craig,  J.  North,  D. 

Cole,  Ed.  O'Hara,  C. 

Campbell,  gen.  Onulstoa,  lord 

Combe,  H.  C.  CCallagben,  J. 

Calrert.N.  Ord.W. 

Colbome,  N.  W.  R.       Ponwinby,  it  bOB.  O. 
Cutbbert,  J.  R.  E^iott,  sir  A. 

Dillon,  hoD.  H.  A.  Power,  R. 

Dandas,  hon.  C.  L.        Priltie,  boa.-F. 
Duodas,  bon.  L.  Ridley,  air  H.  W. 

DuDCaonoo,  viae.  Rooully,  sir  8. 

Eden,  hon.  G.  Sebright,  sir  J. 

EIUol,  rt.  boo.  W.  Sharp,  R. 

Fergtiaon,geo.  Smith,  Wm. 

Folkestone,  viso.  Smith,  8. 

OratUo,  rt  boo.  H.       Smith,  G. 
Grant,  G.  H.  Speir,  A. 

Grc^hiU,  R  Scodamare,  R.  P( 

Gower,  ]i»d  G.  L.         Shipley,  col. 
Grenfcll,  P.  Tiemey,  ri.  bon.  O. 

Hoawy,  T.  Taylor,  W. 

Harboard,  bon.  E.         Tarletoa,  gen. 
Hibbert,  G.  fVemayne,  L.  H. 

Hughe*,  W.  H.  Tenion,  G.  G.  V. 

Hamilton,  lord  A.  William*,  sir  R. 

Herbert,  hon.  W.  Wrotteder,  H. 

Homer,  F.  WbilbrMd,  8. 

HatcbinsoD,  boD.  C.       Ward,  boo.  J. 
Habey,  Joa.  WeMeca,  C.  C. 

Ii«leby,sirW.  WiUuns,  W. 

Krmp,  T.  TILLBaa. 

KeuMngton,  \oti  Wynu,  C.  W. 

Kiog^r  J.  D.  Giles,  D. 

Barrack  EsriMATa*.]  The  fiopart  of 
thp  Committee  of  t^pply  being  brooght 
op  and  read, 

Mr.  AviMatfe  objectad  to  tb«  Barrack 
Ettiaatea.  Ha  said,  that  tbe  barrack  to 
ba  erected  in  the  Begent'i  Park  was  esti- 
mated to  cost  lavOOJ- which  was  only  U> 
contaii)4IO  men,  which  would  be  attho 
rate  of  S50/.  per  nan.  Thatat  LiTerpooI, 
which  was  to  contain  S  regiment*  of  io- 
iaMry,  woald  coat  82,0001. ;  and  that  at 
Bristol,  for  only  SOO  men,  waa  eitimatcd 
at  SO,OUOJ.  making  a  total  of  fnSflOOt.  ioc 
three  barracks.  He  then  argned  at  length 
on  the  general  eztraraganco  of  expenn- 
kuta  ia  t)i*  bantack  tytlaa,  which  had 
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since  the  coaunencemeiit  of  the  wmr,  coet 
the  country  npwerdf  of  15  milliom. 
When  this  enormoot  tam  wae  taken  intc^ 
connderetion,  he  was  conTOiced  the  Home 
woold  pause  before  they  Totcd  sneh  a  larfe 
additional  smn  as  that  now  laqniied,  tilT 
they  saw  the  estimate  aojd  the  phui>  and 
could  thereby  form  something  liln  a  cor- 
rect idea  of  the  real  esqienoe. 

Mr.  Whtrum  contended^  that  the  hen. 
sentleman  had  mixed  the  barrack  expen* 
dhore  with  the  bdlding  of  barrack^,  and 
that  the  whole  expence  of  barraeln  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  did  not 
amoont  to  within  *two  millions  of  the  smn 
be  had  stated. 

Mr.  WMOrttd  proposed  instead  of  the 
word  ^  now/'  •^  this  day  se'nnight.^' 

A  conversation  took  place,  in  which  Mr. 
Pcmsonby,  Mr.  Wilberforee,  Sir  J.  New« 
port,  and  Mr.  Bankes,  ^poke  in  IhToerof 
tiM  smendment;  and  it  was  at  length 
agreed,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr*  Bantam 
that  tlm  report  should  be  agreed  to,  With 
respect  to  all  the  articles^  except  those 
which  related  to  the  banacks,  and  that 
they  should  be  deferred  till  this  day 
ee'nnight. 


HOUSE  OF  commons: 

WttbfC$dojf$  Jf^fril  15* 
PannoNs  fbom  DtniFBaMuifB  and  Sria* 

LING   aSSFBCTtNG  THB   RSNBWAL    OF   TttM' 

East  India  Com PAirr's  CnAaTEi.]  A  Pew 
tition  of  the  provost  magistrates  and  com* 
men  council  of  the  royal  burgh  of  I>nn« 
fermltne,  in  council  assembled,  was  pre* 
seated  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  in  the  iriew  of  the  approaching 
expiration  of  the  Charter  of  the  united 
company  of  merchants  trading  to  the  East 
lodiesy  by  which  a  commercial  monopoly 
is  enjoyed  by  that  company,  in  the  hum? 
hie  opmioo  of  the  petitioners,  highly  pre« 
joiMcial  to  the  interests  of  the  country  at 
large,  they  beg  leare  respectfully  to  con* 
▼ey  to  tlie  House  their  sentiments  on  a 
subject  of  such  great  and  general  impor- 
tance, and  especially  at  a  crisis  when,  from 
the  coflftinental  restrictions  on  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
empire  ha?e  sufiered  incalculable  injury ; 
sna  that,  far  from  presuming  to  obtrude 
any  particolar  sugf;estfons  on- a  subject  to 
WMcnthe  united  wisdom  of  the  legtslatore 
is  now  called,  the  future  gofemment  of 
British  India,  and  disclaiming  all  inter* 
fdreacn  with  the  East  India  trading  com* 


pany,  enacf  in  Umw  cofpetate  capadM^' 
or  etherways,  the  petitleMerS|  conidinf  »- 
the  Kheral  and  enlightened  VMwa and  wia»' 
dom  of  parliament,  niMnbly  hope  and  trasfr 
that  theezclnsive  prinlegesof  the  eo»» 
pany  may  not  be  renewed  or  centhned^ 
and  that  the  Best  India  trade  may  he  nrndn 
adwissihle  te  all  the  sulgecuef  the  empir^- 
a  saeasfo  that  will  certainly  afford  an  as* 
tepslfe  field  for  the  employment  ef  oMtv- 
csotile  talentp  and  capiud,  'now  rendereA^ 
neariy  dormantthrough  the  tyrannic  ps4ief 
of  a  lawless  despot,  beTood  whose  iro» 
grasp,  the  openin|^  a  field  lor  a  fmi  and 
onfotterad  trade  with  so  large  %portion  et 
the  globe,  comprehended  nnd«*  the  ea« 
cinsife  grant  to  the  Bast  India  company^! 
holds  out  a  fortunate  sabstitate  for  the  teas-. 
porary  loss  of  European  commerce;  and' 
prajring  the  House  to  adopt  such  measurao! 
asnmy  render  it  lawful  for  any  of  hisMn** 
jesMr's  mhjeoi^  fimn  and  afler  the  1st  daf. 
of  March  iftl^  to  carry  en#  firom  any  ## 
the  ports  of  the  Dnited  Kingdom,  a  fireef! 
and  unlimited  trade  with  the  British  pee» 
sessions  in  India,  and  other  eunntrics  sw 
tuated  to  the  East  of  the  Cape  of  0004 
Hope  and  to  the  West  of  Gape  Honk*^  '  " 


A  Petition  of  the  guildry  of  Stirling, 
also  presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

•'  That,  ui  the  prospect  of  the  Bast  Indfat 
companv^s  charter   neing  soon  ezpnred» 
the  petitioners  beg  leare  respectfully  t* 
address  the  House  on  this  Tcry  important 
subject,  so  highly  interesting  to  the  em* 
pire  at  large ;  and  that  they  humbly  plead 
the  natursi  right  that  erery  British  sub<^ 
ject  has  to  exercise  a  ffee  trade  with  mrp- 
country  dependent  upon  or  in  amity  witn 
the  Britidi  empira ;  tnat  the  experience  of 
past  ages  sufficiently  prores  tne  general' 
inexpediency  of  commercial  monopolies  | 
that  the  monopoly  hitherto  enjoyed  by 
the  East  India  company,  while  it  dm  e»» 
eluded  British  subjects  from  any  particit» 
pation  m  the  trade,  so  .far  from  operating 
to  the  advantage  of  the  companr,  has  laM' 
them  under  the  necessity  of  frequently 
applying  to   goFomment  for   enonnooo' 
sums  of  the  public  money  to  support  their' 
establishment,  so  that  even  in  this  respect 
it  isanatimial  grieyance;  and  that  itir 
extremely  discouraging,  sumI  in  itself  un« 
natural,  that  the  merchants  of  foreign  nn-S; 
tions  should  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  a- 
free  trade  to  British  possessions  of  such- 
magnitude,  which  is  denied   to   British 
merchants;  and  the circumstanceof iimo*- 
fium  aad  other  foreign  naliem  carrying 
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OD  trade.with  those  countries  comprehend-  | 
ed  in  the  East  India  company's  charter, 
completely  refutes  the  arguments  urged 
by  those  interested  in  the  monopoly,  of  a 
free  trade  being  prejudicial  to  private 
merchants,  and  that  the  petitioners  hum* 
bly  beg  leave  farther  to  state,  that  the 
continuance  of  this  monopoly  bears  pecu- 
liarly hard  on  British  merchants  at  present, 
when  our  inveterate  foe  is  exerting  all  his 
power  to  shut  out  this  nation  from  com- 
mercial intercourse  ivith  the  continent  of 
Europe,  which  renders  the  continuation  of 
that  system  peculiarly  inexpedient;  and 
that,  on  the.  other  hand,  the  admission  of  a 
free  and  unfettered  trade  with  such  a  large 
proportion  of  the  population  of  the  globe 
most  fortunately  presents  a  very  seasonable 
substitute  for  the  loss  of  European  com- 
merce, the  vast  extent  of  countries  and  va- 
riety of  climates,  situated  between  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Magellan, 
affording  an  extensive  field  for  mercantile 
talents  and  capital,  beyond  the  tyrannical 
grasp  of  the  enemy  ;  and  such  an  opening 
cannot  fail  to  prove  highly  gratifying  and 
beneficial  to  the  British  empire  at  large, 
strengthen  and  secure  its  vital  interests,  by 
reviving  languishing  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures at  home,  and  most  effectually • 
defeating  the  grand  object  of  our  invete- 
rate foe  on  the  continent;  and  praying 
the  House  neither  to  renew  nor  continue  the 
exclusive  privileges  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, and  in  its  wisdom  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may  render  it  lawful  for  any  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  from  and  after  the 
1st  day  of  March  iHli,  to  carry  on  from 
all  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  a  free  and 
unlimited  trade  with  the  British  possessions 
in  India,  and  with  all  other  countries 
situated  to  the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  to  the  west  of  Cape  Horn." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Co  UK.  J  Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  Petition  from  the  Catholic  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  and  city  of  Cork,  pray- 
ing, that  all  persons  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  persuasion,  might  be  relieved 
from  the  pressure  of  those  disabilities  and 
disqualifications  under  which  they  at  pre- 
sent laboured  :  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
go  then  at  all  into  the  discussion  of  a  ques- 
tion, which  was  soon  to  be  treated  in  a 
manner  so  much  more  suitable  to  its  im- 
portance, but  he  begged  the  attention  of 
the  House,  to  the  language  and  character 
of  the  PetitioA  itself.    It  was  every  way 


worthy  of  the  great  cause  in  behalf  of 
which  it  was  preferred ;  in  bold  and  consti- 
tutional language ;  it  called  upon  that  House 
to  make  the  British  constitution  stronger 
than  it  then  was,  by  extending  it  to  every 
British  subject.  It  spoke  a  language  worthy 
of  men,  who  knew  bow  to  value  the  rigbte 
they  applied  for,  .such  as  freemen  should 
at  all  times  use,  and  a  British  parliament 
should  at  no  period  be  unwilling  to  hear. 
He  had  also  to  state,  that  every  signature  to 
the  :  Petition  was  the  hand-writing  of  the 
person  whose  name  it  specified,  compre* 
bending  almost  all  the  Catholic  respecta- 
bility, weight,  influence,  and  property  of 
the  county.  He  could  also  assure  the 
House,  that  there  had  been  no  sort  of  inter- 
ference made  use  of  to  swell  the  number  of 
the  signatures,  every  man  was  left  to  do  as 
he  pleased,  a  circumstance  that  must  have 
created  rather  an  awkward  sort  of  contrast, 
to  that  feverish  anxiety  evinced  in  other 
quarters  to  procure  signatures  to  a  Petition 
of  a  very  different  tendency.  He  strongly 
deprecated  every  interposition  of  this  sort 
as  most  unconstitutional,  as  an  attempt  to 
disguise  from  parliament  the  real  senti- 
ments of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  claims  of  their  Catholic 
/ellow- subjects.  The  Petition  was  then 
brought  up  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

''  That,  contemplating  the  warning  fate 
of  surrounding  nations,  and  the  fearful 
disparity  of  our  physical  means  in  the  vital 
conflict  in  which  we  are  engaged,  the  Pe- 
titioners respectfully  express,  as  they 
deeply  feel,  a  serious  and  surely  not  irra- 
tional apprehension  of  the  result,  UQless  the 
legislature  in  its  wisdom  shall  hasten  to 
oppose  an  effectual  counterpoise  to.  the 
mighty  power  now  wielded  with  such  ran- 
corous hostility  for  our  destruction  ;  and 
this  great  object,  it  appears  to.  the  Peti- 
tioners, can  only  be  achieved,  by  calling 
into  instantaneous  action,  and  combining, 
in  protection  of  these  threatened  realms, 
every  vigorous  and  quickening  impulse, 
all  the  elements  of  generous  and  moral 
feeling  that  can  animate  and  exalt  the 
human  breast ;  and  yet,  amidst  the  crowd- 
ing terrors  of  these  days,  in  a  war  empha- 
tically distinguished  ari  a  war  of  principle, 
when  an  enlightened  policy  would  be  anx- 
ious to  communicate  the  equal  benefits,  in 
order  to  infute  the  unconquered  spirit  of 
freedom,  the  Petitioners  behold,  with  con- 
cern and  dismay,  a  vast  majority  of  the 
population  of  this  land  still  degraded  and 
discouraged ;  above  four  millions  of  s 
gallant  wad  loyal  people  are  aouunpaied  ta 
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>«hed  their  blood  in  support  of  a  constitu- 
tion which  unnerves  the  hand  raised  in  its 
defence,  by  intercepting  its  fair  reward, 
and  checks  the  aspiration  of  their  genius 
by  the  opposition  of  ungenerous  barriers 
to  its  course  ;  they  are  precluded  from  nu- 
merous offices  of  trust  and  honour,  the  ob- 
jects and  incentives  of  a  noble  emulation, 
though  to  many  of  these  the  more  favoured 
alien  is  invited  at  home,  and  ail  are  open, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  House,  to  the 
newly  conquered  Catholic  subject  abroad  ; 
the  native  Catholic  alone,  as  if  marked  by 
the  reprobating  stamp  of  nature,  is  pro- 
nounced unworthy  of  making  his  services, 
in  every  station,  acceptable  to  his  sove- 
reign, or  useful  to  his  country  ;  and  that 
these  proscriptive  statutes,  the  Petitioners 
lament  to  say,  have  transplanted  from 
their  natural  soil  the  talents  and  fortunes 
of  many  an  able  statesman  and  valiant 
soldier  ;  born  to  diffuse  lustre  on  their 
own,  and  compelled  to  promote  the  glo- 
ries of  another  land ;  the  Petitioners  claim, 
a.s  their  kindred,  while  they  deplore  to 
their  country,  the  loss  of  many  names  of 
renown  in  foreign  annals,  and  on  the  pre- 
sent great  theatre  of  war,  they  trace,  in 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  actors, 
the  blood  and  spirit  of  banished  Irish- 
men ;  and  that  still  a  system,  so  injurious 
in  its  operation,  generated  in  times  and 
under  circumstances  of  which  the  very 
shadow  has  passed  away  is,  they  blush 
to  add,  attempted  to  be  justified  by 
imputations  aspersive  of  their  morality 
as  Christians,  and  allegiance  as  subjects, 
their  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  the 
edifice,  would  fain  blot  from  the  page 
of  history,  and  from  the  recollection  of 
the  House;  that  to  their  Catholic  ances- 
tors, Ikitons  are  mainly  indebted  for  the 
transcendent  blessings  of  their  constitu- 
tion ;  they  laid  the  firmest  basis  of  the 
empire  ;  and  it  surely  is  an  ungenerous 
retribution  to  their  memory  to  make  the 
creed  they  professed  a  title  of  exclusion 
from  the  more  perfect  fabric;  that  religion, 
they  are  bound  to  infer,  could  inculcate 
nothing  dangerous  to  society  or  prejudicial 
to  the  stale,  the  sole  and  paramount  sway 
of  which  was  owned  by  those  men  who 
first  defined  the  grand  outlinesof  our  civil 
rights,  and  the  influence  of  which,  at  the 
present  day,  subjects  the  master  passions 
of  our  nature,  even  interest  and  ambition, 
to  the  controul  of  conscience  ;  by  moral 
man  alone  is  that  sacred  bar  held  insepa- 
rable and  inviolate  which  the  law  has  in- 
terposed between  the  Petitioners  and  the 
(  VOL.  XXII. ) 


attainment  of  their  wishes ;  and  that  here 
they  hope  they  shall  be  indulged  in  ad- 
ducing, as  a  crowning  pro'of  of  the  tenets 
and  practice  of  their  ancient  faith,  the 
sublime  example  of  its  spiritual  head, the 
suffering  and  magnanimous  Pius,  who 
stands  an  illustrious  monument  of  glory  to 
his  religion,  and  of  shame  to  many  Chris- 
tian princes;  on  him  humiliations  have 
been  heaped,  and  the  cup  of  bitterness 
impotently  exhausted  ;  immovable  in  con- 
scious rectitude,  he  alone  has  defied  the 
vengeance  of  a  ruthless  power,  and,  as  be- 
came the  great  minister  of  peace,'refused 
to  join  a  confederacy  leagued  for  the 
overthrow  of  these  kingdoms ;  his  despotler 
they  may  confidently  maintain  will  meet 
little  countenance  or  partiality  from  Ca- 
tholic Ireland  ;  and  that  the  Petitioners 
will  not  stoop  further  to  repel  these  ca- 
lumnies, which  even  their  propagators  do 
not  believe,  but  they  refer  with  compla- 
cency, to  the  solemn  recognition  of  their 
meritorious  demeanor  by  their  own  par- 
liament, when  it  first  invited  them  to  the 
threshold  of  the  constitution,  a  measure 
wise  and  salutary  at  the  time,  but  doubly 
grateful  as  a  spontaneous  emanation  from 
the  royal  breast ;  the  benign  and  parental 
source,  they  are  proud  to  acknowledge,  of 
numerous  other  gracious  favours ;  and 
with  equal  pleasure  do  the  Petitioners  ap* 
peal  to  the  honourable  and  decisive  testi- 
mony of  their  Protestant  fellow  citizens^ 
whose  just  discernment  has  long  obliter* 
ated,  in  society,  the  partial  demarcations 
of  the  law;  with  them  the  Petitioners  are 
blended  in  all  the  sympathies  of  private 
life  and  communion  of  dearest  interests  ; 
they  would  open  wide,  and  hail  as  rea- 
son's triumph;  their  unqualified  admission 
to  the  sanctuary  of  British  freedom,  for  to 
them  they  have  amply  proved  how  deeply 
they  have  imbibed,  and  how  prepared 
they  are  to  vindicate  its  principles  ;  they 
witnessed  and  they  cheered  their  late  as- 
sertion, constitutional  they  trust,  and  au- 
thorized of  that  radical  provision  of  its 
guardian  law,  the  right  they  at  this  mo- 
ment exercise  of  addressing  the  House ; 
and  the  Petitioners  therefore  feel  warranted 
respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  to  impress 
on  the  wisdom  of  the  House  the  policy  of 
cherishing  those  elements  of  harmony  and 
conciliation,  which  will  unite  in  consenta- 
neous impulse  all  the  energies  of  thestate^ 
will  elect  for  their  rulers,  in  the  bosoms  of 
enfranchised  Irishmen,  a  temple  of  ever- 
lasting gratitude,  and  impart  vigour  to  the 
arn^  and  ardour  to  the  heart,  of  every  ia«* 
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dividaal  of  this  nation ;  the  time  and  talent 
too  they  consume  in  complaint  will  be  de- 
▼otedj  unfettered  and  undivided  to  the 
common  cause;  and  that  it  is  resenred, 
the  Petitioners  presume  to  hope>  for  the 
House,  and  it  is  worthy  the  character  of 
enlightened  statesmen,  to  redeem  at  length 
the  great  name  of  the  British  empire  from 
the  disparaging  imputation  of  sacrificing 
an  eternal  principle  of  justice,  and  a  com- 
manding maxim  of  legislation,  to  a  passinc^ 
expediency  and  to  fleeting  events ;  and 
praying  the  House,  in  this  crisis  of  unpre- 
cedented emergency,  to  hearken  to  the 
monitory  voice  of  those  great  luminaries 
of  their  councils,  whose  discerning  patrio* 
tism  has  identified  their  cause  with  the  se- 
curity of  these  realms,  and  who  have  ex- 
horted the  House,  as  they  contemplate  a 
successful  resistance  to  our  inveterate  foe, 
to  make  a  brave  and  gallant  people  happy 
in  the  possession,  and  invincible  under  the 
banners  of  the  British  constitution,  by  the 
repeal  of  those  laws  so  manifestly  hostile 
to  its  genuine  spirit/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Public  Defaulters.]  Sir  «/.  Newport 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  an  in- 
struction to  the  Committee  of  Public  Ex- 
penditure, to  enquire  into  the  balance  due 
to  the  public  in  consequence  of  certain 
public  defalcations.  He  admitted  that, 
with  respect  to  some  of  those  defaulters,  a 

Sreat  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  money, 
ad  been  recovered  ;  but  it  was  as  certain^ 
that  with  respect  to  many  others,  but  a 
very  small  part  had  been  recovered,  and 
in  some,  that  the  whole  had  been  irrecove- 
rably lost.  He  thought  that  the  public 
bad  a  right  to  be  put  in  possession  of  an 
accurate  detail  of  what  was  lost,  and  what 
recovered,  in  each  of  those  instances ;  they 
had,  in  short,  a  right  to  know  the  actual 
state  of  those  accounts :  it  was  but  justice 
to  the  individuals,  who  had  so  fstr  lessened 
the  culpability  of  their  conduct  by  paying 
up  the  whole  of  the  deficiency,  that  the 
public  should  know  that  such  individuals 
had  made  the  best  amends  within  their 

f>ower ;  it  was  necessary  too,  that  the  pub- 
ic should  know,  what  progress  had  been 
ibade,  or  was  making,  in  the  recovery  of 
the  sums  due,  and  what  was  the  amount  of 
thdse  sums  which  were  concluded  to  be  ir- 
recoverably lost  to  the  public.  These 
were  matters  which  he  thought  it  became 
the  duty  of  that  House  at  any  time  to  in- 
vestigate, more  especially  in  so  advanced 
t  period  of  the  life  of  the  present  parlia* 
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ment.  In  the  case  of  general  Delancey, 
the  balance  due  in  March,  1806,  amount* 
ed  to  97,000/.  though  in  the  December  of 
ISOi,  he  had  been  called  upon  to  make  up. 
his  accounts.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Steele, 
he  was  slad  to  learn,  that  the  public  were 
not  likely  to  be  a  sufferer,  but  still  it  was 
desirable  that  the  public  should  have  au- 
thentic evidence  of  that  circumstance. 
With  respect  to  the  case  of  Boyd,  Benfield 
and  Co.  he  understood  that  the  claims 
upon  the  inlierest  of  the  100,0001.  advanced 
to  them  were  still  in  a  course  of  legal  pro* 
ceeding..  With  respect  to  Mr.  Hunt,  the 
defalcation  amounted  to  93,000/.  bethought 
it  expedient  that  the  public  should  know 
how  much  of  that  large  sum  had  been  as 
yet  recovered,  or  was  considered  as  irre* 
coverable.  He  wished  also  to  know«  whe* 
ther  that  person's  pension  was  still  conti* 
nued  to  him,  or  whether  it  had  been  finally 
withdrawn?  The  case  of  the  Dutch  com* 
missioners,  of  Mr.  Viliiers  of  the  Marine 
Pay  Office,  and  of  Mr.  Charles  Barnes, 
called  for  investigation,  as  to  each  of  those 
particulars.  Mr.  Chinnery's  defalcation, 
he  understood,  had  exceeded  80,000/.  and 
that  legal  advice  having  been  taken  by  the 
bail  of  Mr.  Chinnery,  they  were  considered 
as  exonerated,  because  there  had  not  been 
due  diligence  used  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Chin- 
nery's  superiors  in  office,  on  the  first  sus- 
picion upon  their  parts  of  the  defalcation* 
The  next  ca^e  had  not  yet  been  before  the 
House,  it  was  taken  from  the  12th  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Works  of  Ireland,  and  it 
appeared,  that  between  the  years  1796  and 
1802,  when  the  office  of  Treasurer  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  abolished,  the  sam  of 
1,835,000/.  had  gone  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  was  to  that  day  unaccounted 
for.  The  noble  lord  had  been  freqnently 
called  on  to  make  out  his  accounts,  but  the 
answer  uniformly  was,  that  the  accounts 
were  in  a  state  of  preparation.  This  was 
one  of  the  many  cases  that  shewed  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  motion  with  which  he  should 
now  conclude.  The  right  hon.  baronet 
then  moved, ''  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and 
consider  what  regulations  and  cb^ks  have 
been  established  in  order  to  controul  the 
several  branches  of  the  public  expenditure 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  how  far 
the  same  have  been  effectual ;  and  whatfur- 
ther  measures  can  be  adopted  for  reducing 
any  part  of  the  said  expenditure,  or  dimi« 
nishing  the  amount  of  salaries  and  emolu« 
ments,  without  detriment  to  the  public  ser* 
vice  J— That  they  do  examine  into  the  pre* 
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sent  state  of  account  of  the  several  balances 
of  money  which  have  been  reported  on, 
or  have  since  appeared  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee  to  be  dTue  and  owing  to  the  public, 
or  which  have  been  stated  in  any  report 
laid  before  this  House  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  military  or  naval  enquiry,  or 
by  the  parliamentary  commissioners  of 
enquiry,  or  the  commissioners  of  imprest 
accounts  in  Ireland,  to  be  so  due  and 
owing ;  and  that  they  do,  with  all  conve- 
nient speed,  lay  before  the  House  an  ab- 
stract account  thereof,  and  of  their  opi- 
nions thereupon,  specifying  particularly 
the  amount  of  the  several  balances  origi- 
nally appearing  due,  the  sums  which  have 
been  received  thereout,  with  the  date  of 
such  receipts;  whether  any  tuad  which  of 
the  remaining  balances  may  be  considered 
as  entirely  irrecoverable,  and  also  the  pro- 
gress of  any  measures  takdk  towards  such 
recovery,  or  the  adjustment  of  such 
balances ;  and  whether  any  and  which  of 
the  persons,  who  have  been  deficient  in 
their  payments,  continue  to  enjoy  any 
place  or  office  of  trust  or  profit  or  pension 
under  the  crown/* 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  con- 
ceived, that  the  powers  of  the  Committee 
were  already  sufficient  for  those  purposes; 
if  not,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  present 
motion.  It  was  another  question  whether 
the  Committee  ought  to  apply  itself  imme- 
diately to  this  object,  so  as  to  supersede  all 
other  business.  As  to  the  pension  of  Mr. 
Hunt,  it,  had  been  all  along  withdrawn 
efifectoally,  though  not  formally  till  last 
year. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  the  Committee  had 
the  power,  and  if  he  had  thought  it  expe- 
dient that  the  state  of  the  balance  should 
be  known  before  the  end  of  the  session,  he 
would,  as  chairman  of  that  Committee, 
have  undertaken  the  labour :  as  it  was,  he 
was  ready  to  begin  the  business  imme- 
diately, though,  perhaps,  it  might  be  better 
not  to  embrace  that  mass  of  subjects  to 
which  their  attention  was  now  directed. 

Mr.  Long  took  that  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining a  circumstance  which  had  oc- 
curred upon  a  former  night,  and  which 
his  absence  had  precluded  him  from  then 
adverting  to.  An  hon.  baronet  (sir  F. 
Burdett)  had  stated,  that  though  the  prin- 
cipal had  been  paid  back  to  the  public  by 
Mr.  Steele,  the  interest  was  lost.  He  there- 
fore begged  leave  to  state,  that  not  only 
the  whole  of  the  principal  had  been  paid 
■p,  but  also  every  shilling  of  the  interest. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Bxchejucr  inggUitd 
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the  propriety  of  omitting  that  part  of  the 
motion  instructing  the  Committee,  and  re* 
taining  merely  that  part  of  it  that  em* 
powered  them— thereby  leaving  the  Com- 
mittee to  its  own  discretion. 

Sir  J.  Neujport  repeated  his  reasons  for 
wishing  that,  before  the  session  closed,  the 
public  might  be  put  in  full  possession  of 
the  most  accurate  details  that  coald  be 
made  out  respecting  these  de&lcations. 

The  motion,  as  originally  worded,  wts^ 
then  put  and  carried. 

Corporal  Punishments  in  the  Army.] 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Bennet  rose  to  make  the 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  re« 
specting  corporal  punishments  in  the 
army.  He  began  by  observing,  that  he 
could  not  anticipate  any  serious  objection^ 
to  the  motion  which  he  was  about  to  make. 
Returns  were  regularly  laid  before  the 
House  of  the  number  of  capital  punish* 
ments  inflicted,  and  he  did  not  perceive 
that  any  greater  inconvenience  or  danger 
was  likely  to  result  from  publishing  the 
number  of  punishments  in  the  army.  The 
punishments  to  which  he  now  alluded  were 
such  as  were  not  generally  known  ;  they 
were  most  debasing  and  degrading  to  the 
soldiers;  and  were  attended  with  such 
cruelty  and  inhumanity  that  they  werb 
inflicted  in  secret,  in  holes  and  corners. 
[Hear,  hear !  from  the  ministerial 
benches.]  He  repeated  it— in  holes  and 
corners ;  because  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  inflict  so  much  torture  and  ignominy  in 
open  day,  and  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
without  the  presence  of  an  army  to  keep 
down  the  indignation  of  the  people.  The 
horrors  of  the  middle  passage  had  led  to 
the  destruction  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  the 
horrors  of  the  present  system  of  military 
punishment,  he  hoped,  would  soon  lead  to 
its  abolition.  It  was  a  mode  of  punish* 
ment  objectionable  in  the  first  place  be* 
cause  its  infliction  was  arbitrary :  in  the 
second,  because  it  varied  with  the  varying 
powers  and  feelings  of  the  suflerer ;  and 
in  the  third,  because  it  had  been  proved 
to  be  utterly  inefficacious  as  an  example. 
Its  abolition  would  greatly  conduce  to  the 
good  of  the  service  by  rendering  recruit- 
ing more  easy,  and  would  be  of  advantage 
to  the  discipline  of  the  army  by  freeing 
soldiers  from  that  disgrace  and  debase* 
ment  they  were  at  present  subject  to. 
He  concluded,  therefore,  with  moving, 
*'  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  A 
return  of  the  number  of  Corporal  Punish^ 

meats  inflicted  in  the  aroyiia  the  imlitia# 
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and  in  the  local  militia  during  the  last 
7  years,  up  to  January,   1812,  specifying 
the   offences,  where  committed,  and  the 
number  of  lashes  inflicted  respectively/' 
Mr.  C  Adams  spoke  against  the  motion. 
Mr.  Manners  Sutton  conceived^  that  if 
it  was  the  object  of  the  hon.  mover  to  re- 
vive the  debate  on  the  question  of  corpo- 
ral punishment,  this  object  might  be  at- 
tained without  acceding  to   the   present 
motion.      If    the    returns  were   desired 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  examining  whe- 
ther there  were  any  cases  of  al^use,  he 
thought  it  hardly  a  fair  proceeding;  and 
that  the  only  ground  which  could  induce 
the  House  to  consent  to  the  motion  was 
the  previous  production  of  such  cases.     It 
certainly  would  not  be  difficult  to  procure 
the  returns,  because  under  the  excellent 
system   of  management   introduced    and 
adopted  by  the  commandvr  in  chief,  the 
most  raiiHite  records  were  preserved.    The 
present  illustrious  commander  in  chief  had 
laboured  incessantly  to  bring  the   disci- 
pline of  the  army  to  the  highest  possible 
state  of  perfection,  and  as  speedily  and 
generally  as  possible  to  do  away  corporal 
punishment ;  but  such  an  alteration  could 
be  efTecled  only  by  degrees.     There  was 
much  variety   of  opinion  on  tho  subject, 
even  in  the  army;   and  he  believed  if  that 
ivhole  body  was  consulted,  whether  cor- 
poral   punishment   should   be   altogether 
abolished,  there  would   be  as  much  dif- 
ference on  the  subject  among  the  men  in 
the  ranks,  as  among  the  officers  who  com- 
manded  them.      No  slur  ought    to    be 
thrown  on  the  administration  of  the  army, 
without  just  cause.     As  to  the  effects  of  the 
punishment  on  the  discipline  of  the  army, 
what  better  answer  could  be  given  than 
to  appeal  to  the  character  of  that  army, 
and  the  mutual  attachment  that  prevailed 
between  the  officer  and  the  soldier.     His 
great  objection  to  the  revival  of  this  dis- 
'  cussion  was,  that  it  tended  to  unsettle  the 
military  mind,  to  lead  the  army  to  believe 
that  there  must  be  grievances,  though  to 
them  unknown,  which  caused  the  subject  to 
be  so  often  agitated.  He  could  not  see  how 
the  abstract  question  could  be  elucidated 
or  assisted  by  the  production  of  these  re- 
turns ;  and  as  he  believed  that  no  practi- 
cal advantage  could  result  from  it,  while 
its  natural  effect  must  be  to  impute  remiss* 
ness  to  the  commander  in  chief,  whose  in- 
defatigable attention  to  the  welfare,  inte- 
rests and  even  comfort  of  the  soldier  was 
denied  by  none,  he  felt  himself  compelled 
to  withhold  bis  assent  from  the  motion. 


Mr.  Ahercromby  said,  he  thought  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  a  slur  on  the 
army  than  the  present  motion.  On  the 
contrary,  if  such  an  account  were  annually 
laid  on  the  table,  it  would,  according  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  account 
of  the  attention  of  the  commander  in  chief 
to  the  army,  redound  more  to  his  honour 
than  any  thing  that  could  be  done  by  con- 
cealment Nothing  also  would  be  so 
likely  to  give  a  new  tone  of  feeling  to  of- 
ficers in  general,  as  the  consciousness  that 
the  legislature  would  review  their  pro- 
ceedings. He  should,  therefore,  vote  for 
the  motion. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  expressed  himself  to  be 
of  the  same  opinion.  The  refusal  to  grant 
the  paper  moved  for,  shewed  that  some 
abuses  did  exist ;  he  thought,  therefore,  it 
ought  to  be  produced  ;  and  in  voting  for 
that  production,  he  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion of  censuring  the  commander  in  chief, 
or  the  military  system  of  which  he  was  at 
the  head. 

Sir  P,  Burdctt  declared,  that  when  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion, he  had  expected  to  hear  rather  more 
cogent  reasons  for  his  so  doing.  He  had 
talked  indeed  of  the  necessity  of  pro- 
ducing some  grave  case  as  a  foundation 
for  this  motion,  but  he  seemed  to  forget 
that  many  such  cases  had  been  already 
brought  before  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  He  had  himself  on  a  former  occa* 
sion  stated  the  instance  of  several  men 
who  had  died  at  Gibraltar  in  consequence 
of  flogging,  as  declared  by  the  surgeon  in 
the  first  instance,  although  he  was  after- 
wards induced  to  alter  the  return  to''  died 
of  fever,''  and  he  had  also  stated,  that  se- 
veral officers  who  had  refused  to  join  in 
that  barbarous  proceeding,  had  been  dis- 
missed the  service,  although  on  their  re- 
turn to  this  country  they  were  re-instated 
on  the  representations  of  a  distinguished 
officer  (lord  Hutchinson)  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  He  had  recently  seen 
in  the  public  prints,  many  statements  of 
suickie  committed,  in  order  to  avoid  this 
dreadful  punishment,  and  that  those  men 
who  had  attempted  saicide  ineffectually, 
had  actually  received  additional  punish- 
ment for  the  attempt.  To  these  state- 
mej^ts  he  was  inclined  to  give  credit,  be- 
cause they  could  not  be  made,  if  false, 
withoat  danger  to  the  publishers.  As  to 
the  compliments  so  often  paid  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  army,  he  believed,  and  he  was 
not  inclined  to  flatter  any  man^  partica* 
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larly  in  that  House,  that  like  the  rest  of 
their  countrymen,  they  were  not  deficient 
in  humanity,  but  it  was  the  frequency  of 
these  spectacles  of  horror  and  suffering 
that  necessarily  familiarised  them  to  such 
scenes,  and  gradually  eztingnished  all  the 
livelier  sympathies  of  their  nature.— He 
had  once  mentioned  to  the  House  the  case 
of  a  man  of  70,  who  was  condemned  for 
some  trivial  offence  to  be  flogged.  He 
pleaded  that  he  had  been  50  years  in  the 
service,  he  pleaded  too  the  excellence  of 
his  general  character,  and  that  it  was  not 
the  pain  but  the  shame,  and  the  shame 
only,  that  alarmed  him.  In  spite  of  every 
remonstrance  however— -notwithstanding 
bis  age  and  his  long  and  meritorious  ser- 
vice—he was  flogged.  In  'the  Isle  of 
Wight,  no  long  lime  ago,  a  boy  of  16  was 
sentenced  to  the  same  punishment,  and  he 
pleaded  his  youth  in  mitigation.  But 
neither  the  feebleness  of  age,  nor  the  in- 
discretion of  tender  years  availed  a^^ainst 
the  supposed  necessity  of  making  military 
examples  by  the  application  of  the  dis- 
graceful lash  ;  for  example  surely  was 
the  only  object,  as  it  could  not  be  said  to 
be  improvement.  iTo  him  it  appeared 
astonishing  that  men  having  the  forms  and 
feelings  of  their  species  could  hear  with 
indifierence  and  coolness,  the  recital  of 
such  atrocious  cruelties.  The  situation  of 
the  English  soldier  was  at  this  moment 
scandalously  unprotected ;  no  coroner's 
inquest  sat  upon  his  remains,  he  was  con- 
fined where  no  friend  could  approach  him, 
to  whom  he  might  relate  his  tale  of  woe, 
or  from  \f  horn  he  might  receive  the  con- 
solation of  a  sympathising  concern.  He 
bad  lately  heard  of  the  case  of  a  man 
named  Tork,  who  being  ordered  to  be 
flogged,  his  wife  set  out  from  Yorkshire  to 
visit  him,  and  on  her  arrival  at  the  quarters 
of  the  regiment,  she  met  his  body  carried 
by  his  comrades  to  the  grave,  he  having 
died  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  hia 
punishment. — Was  the  House  then  to  be 
told  that  there  existed  no  grounds  for  in- 
stituting any  enquiry  ?  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  seemed  to  think, 
that  it  was  a  kind  of  indecorous  proceed* 
ing  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  interfere 
at  all  with  what  might  be  said  to  fall  under 
the  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative. 
This  was  a  doctrine  about  the  unconstitu- 
tional nature  of  which  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  say  any  thing ;  but  he  would  ask 
whether  the  crown  could  carry  into  effect 
any  one  of  the  articles  of  war,  or  keep 
alive  the  army  or  its  discipline  without 
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the  previous  consent  and  sanction  of  that 
House  ?  What  then  was  it  but  a  mo^ 
flimsy  pretence,  a  weak  and  miserable 
subterfuge,  to  talk  of  the  slur  or  the  ini« 
plied  censure  which  the  motion  conveyed 
with  respect  to  those  who  had  entrusted 
to  them  the  management  of  the  army  ? 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
bestowed  abundant  panegyric  on  the  con* 
duct  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  sup- 
posing it  all  to  be  perfectly  applicable 
and  well  merited,  it  was  at  the  same 
time  altogether  beside  the  present  ques- 
tion. He  bad  no  doubt  that  the  Com- 
mand^r  in  Chief,  as  well  as  other  military 
men,  were  possessed  of  humane  sentiments, 
but  habit  in  time  got  the  better  of  those 
tender  feeHngs ;  and  if  it  did  not  entirely 
eradicate  them,  imperceptibly  blunted  and 
subdued  them. — The  right  hon.  gentleman 
talked  of  no  case  bavinff  been  made  out, 
but  he  would  assert  on  the  contrary,  that 
there  was  a  profusion  of  evidence  which 
he  himself  was  prepared  to  produce,  in 
proof  of  all  he  had  stated,  and  all  of  which 
concurred  to  establish  one  conclusion,  that 
the  punishment  was  inhuman,  had  been 
often  inhumanly  exercised,  and  was  at  once 
repugnant  to  the  dictates  of  reason,  justice, 
and  humanity.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  however,  treated  all  this 
with  levity,  and  betrayed  an  indiffer- 
ence of  manner,  and  coldness  of  feel- 
ing— that  seemed  to  him  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  a  due  sense  or  correct  com* 
prehension  of  the  infernal  nature  of  the 
infliction.  He  seemed  to  treat  the  subject 
as  a  boy  might  be  expected  to  treat  thfc 
whipping  of  a  puppy  dog.  He  himself 
looked  at  it  in  another  light,  and  in  its  real 
colours.  He  saw  it  unite  a  degree  of  tor- 
ture, with  a  still  greater  degree  of  igno- 
miny and  shame,  which  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  imagine  that  human  beings 
could  have  devised,  except  from  the  mo- 
tive of  imitating  the  supposed  torments  of 
the  damned.  Was  it  remembered  that  the 
instrument  of  torture  was  the  cat-of-nine- 
tails,  that  when  the  wretched  victim  was 
fixed  to  the  halberts  in  order  to  have  the 
flesh  torn  from  his  bones,  each  separate 
lash  inflicted  nine  stripes,  every  one  of 
which  was  capable  of  drawing  blood  from 
the  body !  But  in  his  opinion,  horrible- 
as  the  punishment  was  in  point  of  the  bo- 
dily torture  which  it  created,  its  eflects 
upon  the  moral  feelings  of  shame  and  ho- 
nourable pride,  were  still  more  grievous 
and  deplorable.  It  was  the  disgrace  which 
never  could  be  obliterated,  that  in  his 
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nind  formed  the  most  important  part  of 
ifae  eTiU  And  for  what  offences  was  this 
torment,  was  this  irrecoverable  degrada- 
tion frequently  inflicted  ?  He  had  heard  of 
•mie  case,  in  which  a  man  was  sentenced  to 
1>e  flogged  for  having  married.  Thus  ar- 
bitrary was  the  power  of  these  military 
tribanals,  thas  capricious  was  its  exercise. 
But  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
was  positive  that  no  abuses  nad  taken 
place.  Why  then  refuse  the  returns,  if  it 
were  only  to  establish  a  fact  so  pleasing  to 
the  country  and  to  the  army,  andtso  truly 
lionourable  to  those  on  whom  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had   bestowed  his  eulo- 

fium  ?  His  belief  however  was,  that  there 
ad  been  great  abuse,  that  there  were  ttill 
great  abuses,  and  that  great  abuses  would 
continue,  so  long  as  such  a  system  of  pu? 
nishment  was  endured.  It  was  a  system 
unworthy  of  the  English  nation  and  of  the 
English  soldier,  and  a  system  which  he 
believed  would  not  be  allowed  to  prevail 
in  any  other  country.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  nad  admitted,  that  the 
production  of  the  return  could  do  no  harm, 
would  be  productive  of  no  inconvenience, 
and  his  only  objection  was  the  very  courtly 
and  unparliamentary  pretence,  that  it 
night  not  be  agreeable  to  the  feelings  of 
those  who  happened  to  be  high  in  rank 
and  office.  As  to  the  opinion  that  this 
mode  of  military  punishment  had  no  in- 
jurious eflects  on  the  recruiting  service, 
he  would  ask  gentlemen  to  knock  at  their 
own  hearts,  and  imagine  themselves  in  the 
situation  of  spectators  of  this  dreadful 
spectacle,  and  then  to  say,  would  this  or 
would  it  not  damp  their  inclinations  to 
enter  upon  a  course  of  life  in  which  they 
would  be  exposed  to  the  liability  of  suf- 
fering the  same  infliction.  He  knew  well, 
ibr  he  had  been  frequently  applied  to 
without  however  possessing  the  means  of 
afibrding  relief,  by  persons  who  had  de- 
serted merely  from  the  terror  of  this  pu- 
nishment, and  who  felt  the  most  ardent 
desire  of  returning  to  their  ranks,  if  they 
could  have  been  secure  from  this  dreadful 
evil.  He  believed  that  the  soldiers  could 
not  be  left  longer  in  such  a  state  ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  people  of  the  country  had 
been  too  indifferent  hitherto  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  now,  with  shame  he  must  con- 
fess it,  that  it  was  with  some  justice  that 
the  punishment  about  which  the  country 
was  so  indifferent  when  confined  to  the 
regular  army,  had  fallen  upon  the  whole 
nation  in  all  the  classes  in  which  they 
were  liaMe  to  bt  called  on  for  military 


service.  A  noble  lord  had  said  upon  a 
former  debate,  that  be  thought  it  almost 
impossible  that  a  man  could  die  of  re* 
ceiving  240  lashes.  He,  however,  remem- 
bered to  have  read  a  speech  of  Baron 
Maseres,  attorney-general  of  Canada,  on 
the  trial  of  some  officers  who  had  sen- 
tenced  a  soldier  of  the  name  of  M'DonaM 
to  receive  200  lashes,  who  after  receiving 
170  of  them,  was  carried  to  the  hospital^ 
where  after  lingering  for  four  days  he 
died.  In  that  speech  the  attorney-general 
for  Canada  stated,  *'  that  when  a  man 
had  been  guilty  in  France  of  the  murder 
of  one  of  its  sovereigns,  (Ravaillac  for  the 
murder  of  Henry  the  fourth)  the  Comicil 
deliberated  on  a  punishment  adequate  to 
the  enormity  of  the  crime.  They  ev«n 
encouraged  propositions  to  be  made  to 
them  for  that  purpose ;  and  among  others, 
a  butcher  proposed  to  flay  the  man  alive, 
and  keep  him  in  that  state  three  days  be- 
fore he  should  die.  This  proposal  ap- 
peared to  the  council  too  barbarous  even 
for  so  heinous  a  crime,  and  they  contented 
themselves  with  breaking  the  regicide  on 
the  wheel,  and  keeping  him  two  days  on 
the  rack.  Now  the  officers  of  this  regi* 
ment  had,  for  an  o^nce  comparatively 
trivial,  inflicted  a  more  cruel  death  than 
the  council  of  France  could  bear  to  hear 
of,  even  ibr  the  murder  of  a  sovereign,  and 
more  barbarous  than  even  the  butcher 
could  propose ;  for  he  had  only  thought 
of  keeping  a  man  three  days  in  torture, 
while  those  officers  had  flayed  the  man, 
and  kept  him  four  days  in  agony  before 
he  died.'' 

Such  had  been  the  feelings  of  a  crown 
lawyer  formerly^  on  such  a  punishment ; 
but  now  crown  lawyers  and  other  lawyers 
and  members  of  parliament  coald  speak 
of  it  with  levity,  and  two  hundred  lashes, 
as  it  seemed,  were  thought  nothing  at  all 
of  in  the  present  state  of  our  army.  It 
was  known,  however,  that  deaths  had 
since  taken  place  in  consequence  of  such 
punishment,  and  that  many  suicides  had 
occurred  from  the  apprehension  of  them. 
There  was  also  published  in  a  provincial 
paper  an  instance  of  a  seijeant  in  a  ve* 
teran  battalion,  of  the  name  of  Gill,  who 
cut  his  own  throat  merely  to  avoid  the 
pain  of  being  obliged  to  witness  a  number 
of  those  punishments.  He  recollected  to 
have  read  some  time  ago  in  the  public 
papers,  an  article  under  the  title  «*  Reso- 
lute Insensibility,''  where  it  was  stated 
that  a  yodng  man,  in  order  to  obtain  bis 
discharge  mm  thie  iBiMtia»  ptetended  t6 
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be  seised  with  a  total  insensibility  in  all 
his  parts,  and  so  resolutely  persisted  in 
ity  that  after  pins  bad  been  run  under  his 
nailsj  and  every  torture  ingenuity  could 
devise  had  been  exhausted,  a  surgeon  was 
called  in,  who,  supposing  that  he  bad  met 
with  a  hurt  in  the  he^,  recommended 
that  he  should  be  trepanned,  which  ope- 
ration was  accordingly  performed  upon 
him,  and  it  was  not  till  they  were  scraping 
his  brain,  that  a  low  g^roan  at  length  burst 
from  him.  He  obtained  his  discharge, 
soon  rapidly  recovered,  and  on  the  rumour 
of  a  press-gang  being  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, disappeared.  The  name  of  the 
regiment,  and  of  the  surgeon,  had  been 
stated,  and  the  officers  of  that  resiment 
or  the  surgeon  would  have  undoubtedly 
contradicted  this  statement  if  it  could  be 
contradicted.  And  would  it  after  this  be 
maintained,  that  men  were  not  struck 
with  dismay,  at  the  very  idea  of  being 
driven  into  a  service,  where  this  punish- 
ment of  flogging  was  part  of  the  system  ? 
Would  it  be  alleged  that  they  not  only 
would  not  wish  to  see  it  changed  ;  but,  as 
was  alleged  on  the  other  side,  that  it  even 
formed  a  bond  of  union  between  the  of- 
ficer and  soldier  ?  If  this  was  so,  he  knew 
nothing  to  which  .he  could  compare  that 
sort  of  affection  on  the  part  of  the  sol  ^ 
diers,  except  to  the  idea  of  Juvenal  in 
one  of  his  satires,  where  it  is  said,  that 
the  fish  was  anxious  that  it  might  be  taken, 
io  order  that  it  might  form  part  of  the 
emperor's  dinner.  In  the  year  1 808  there 
were  found  to  be  nearly  eight  thousand 
blind  men  in  the  army,  applying  for  their 
discharge  on  that  account,  but  as  it  was 
suspected  that  the  greater  part  of  those 
men  had  caused  their  own  blindness  to 
procure  their  discharge,  there  was  an 
order  issued  to  deprive  those  discharged 
for  this  cause,  of  the  benefits  of  the  pen- 
sions they  would  otherwise  have  had. 
When  it  was  considered  what  dreadfiil 
sufferings  men  had  thus  borne  or  inflicted 
upon  themselves  to  get  their  discharge,  it 
was  hard  to  believe  that  the  situation  of 
a  soldier  was  quite  so  comfortable  as  had 
been  represented.  Young  officers  were 
obliged  to  attend  these  dreadful  punish- 
ments in  order  to  inure  them  to  it ;  and 
private  soldiers,  who,  perhaps,  would  have 
bad  fortitude  enough  to  have  undergone 
them,  had  often  fainted  in  the  ranks  at 
being  obliged  to  witness  them.  He  was 
convinced  that  if  such  a  practice  took 
place,  in  the  face  of  day,  and  the  public. 
It  must  be  soon  laid  aside,  and  that  it 


could  be  continued  only  in  holes  aiid' 
corners.  He  would  not  disguise  his  feel- 
ings on  the  barbarous  and  ignominioot 
punishment  which  hong  over  the  back» 
of  the  army,  and  now,  indeed,  of  the  na« 
tion  also :  nor  could  he  at  present  join  io. 
the  encomium  passed  on  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  being  totally  ignorant  on  the 
subject.  If  the  papers  called  for  were 
once  before  the  House,  and  warranted  that 
encomium,  he  should  feel  pleasure  in  join- 
ing  in  it;  but  he  could  not,  without  everjr 
information  which  could  be  required  be- 
ing  before  the  House,  join  in  covering  the 
foulness  of  the  cat-o'-nine-tails.  As  to 
petitions  for  reforms,  or  for  the  redress  of 
grievances,  what  were  they  in  comparison^ 
of  this  measure  ?  If  England  was  to  be 
flogged,  it  was  a  species  of  infamy  which- 
no  other  people,  he  believed,  had  ever 
been  condemned  to,  or  would  have  en- 
dured. When  he  saw  attempts  thus  made 
to  baffle  all  enquiry  into  the  actual  state 
of  things,  and  to  throw  dust  into  the  eyes 
of  the  House,  he  could  not  sit  still  and 
see  such  despicable  chains  fastened  on- 
the  people.  The  great  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  present  motion  in  his  mind 
was,  that  it  had  in  view  the  total  abolition 
of  this  punishment,  which  he  trusted  would 
be  speedily  effected.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  wished  to  be  esteemed  reliffi- 
ous ;  if  they  believed  the  Bible  to  be  the 
word  of  God,  they  must  agree  that  this 
was  a  punishment  u)rbidden  by  it.  Forty 
stripes  lacking  one,  were  as  many  as  were 
allowed  by  that  which  they  themselvtes 
called  the  law  of  God.  It  was  a  punish- 
ment against  the  policy  of  the  military 
law  itself.  It  was  known  in  the  military 
code  of  no  other  country  ;  and  what  was 
there  in  the  nature  of  the  English,  that  it 
should  be  palatable  to  them  alone  ?  Was 
it  to  be  endured,  that  the  image  of  God 
in  man  should  thus  be  disgraced  ? 

Mr.  Lockhart  observed,  that  this  punish- 
ment was  not  peculiar  to  this  country,  as 
the  hon.  baronet  appeared  to  imagine; 
but  that  among  the  Romans,  the  most 
high-minded  and  military  nation  of  an- 
cient times,  corporal  punishments  were 
allowed.  The  dictators  and  consuls  were 
attended  by  lictors,  and  the  order  was 
often  given  "  J,  lictor,  perge,  cadite"  In 
the  French  army,  formerly,  there  was  the 
punishment  of  running  the  gauntlet,  and 
there  still  was  imprisonment  in  a  dun- 
geon, working  at  fortifications  in  irons, 
serving  on  board  the  gallies  in  irons,  and» 
above  all,  death,  which  was  inflicted  al 
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least  100  times  for  once  that  it  was  in  the 
English  army.     He  had  conversed  with 
many  French  officers,  prisoners  in  this 
country  ;  who  had  assured  him,  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  precarious  than  the 
condition  of  the  French  soldier,  or  more 
dependent  upon  the  particular  character 
or  caprice  of  the  officers.     As  to  the  num- 
ber of  stripes  given,  he  certainly  agreed 
with  the  hon.  baronet,  that  such  a  number 
should  never  be  given  as  would  endanger 
life ;   and,  indeed,  he  believed  that  our 
code  was  too   loose  upon   this    subject. 
He  thought  that  it  might,  perhaps,  be  use- 
ful to  have  our  military  code  revised;  and 
he  hoped  it  would   be  found  possible,  in 
ordinary  cases,  to  fix  the  proportion  of  the 
punishment  to  each  offence.     He  did  not 
think  any  danger  of  oppression  and  cruel- 
ty was  to  be  apprehended  in  the  militia  or 
local  militia,  as  in  both  those  services  the 
officers  were    gentlemen   accustomed   to 
serve  on  juries,  and  acquainted  with  the 
spirit  of  our  constitution.     As  to  the  Eng- 
lish being  a  flogged  nation,  as  the  hon. 
baronet  expressed  it,  that  was  a  mistake, 
t'unishment  was  not  made  for  the  English 
nation,  but  for  the  guilty,  or  those  who 
deserved  it.     Ignominy  depended  on  pub- 
lic opinion — it   was  not  punishment  but 
crime  which  conferred  ignominy. 
^•  Mr.  C.   W,    Wj/nn  would   vote  for  this 
motion,  although  he  was  not  prepared  to 
agree  to  the  total  abolition   of  corporal 
punishment.      He  thought  that  the  fre- 
quency of  it,  however,  might  and  ought  to 
be  much  diminished  ;  and  that,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases,  such  as  the  suppression 
of  a  mutiny,  corporal  punishment  ought 
never  to  be  inflicted  without  previously 
consulting  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
distritt.     He  believed  that  cruel  punish- 
ments frequently  proceeded  from  the  mis- 
taken notions  of  very  young  officers,  who 
considered  that  nothing  was  more  for  the 
good  of  the  array  than  great  strictness  and 
severity. 

Mr.  Wiihcrforce  said,  that  he  felt  it  im- 
possible to  avoid  being  carried  away,  in 
some  measure,  by  the  powerful  effect  of 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  baronet,  and  by 
the  warm  feelings  which  he  had  displayed 
so  honourably,  and  so  forcibly.  At  the 
same  time,  when  he  considered  what  an 
army  was,  and  how  sharp  and  powerful  an 
instrument  it  had  proved  against  the  ene- 
mies of  the  country,  he  thought  there 
should  be  great  caution  used  before  any 
very  .important  alteration  was  made  in  our 
military  system*     He  was  aware  that  ge- 


nerals of  great  reputation  had  expressly 
declared  their  disapprobation  of  corporal 
punishment,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
thought  that  it  could  not  be  done  away  all 
of  a  sudden,  and  especially  in  such  times 
as  these.  It  was  very  satisfactory,  how- 
ever, to  know,  that  those  punishments  were 
now  much  less  frequent  than  they  were 
formerly ;  and  he  thought  it  might  be  a 
great  improvement  to  refer  those  cases 
(whenever  they  could  be  referred)  to  the 
judgment  of  general  courts-martial,  rather 
than  to  the  judgment  of  a  few  officers,  and 
perhaps  some  of  them  young  and  ignorant 
of  what  was  really  most  conducive  to  the 
good  of  the  army.  As  to  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  discharges,  that  had  formerly 
been  a  great  hardship,  but  considerable 
improvements  had  already  taken  place  ia 
the  regulations  on  that  subject,  and  other 
improvements  might  be  expected.  He 
must  own  he  felt  a  dread  of  the  army  look- 
ing up  either  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
or  to  any  individual  member  of  it,  for  re- 
dress of  their  complaints.  He  should  be 
glad  to  get  the  information  required,  but 
not  in  the  way  proposed.  If  the  govern- 
ment had  such  accounts  regularly  filed  at 
some  public  office,  he  believed  the  eflect 
would  be  produced  of  diminishing  those 
punishments. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  begged  to  call  back 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  question 
really  before  them.  This  was  not  a  mo- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  corporal  punish- 
ments, but  for  the  production  of  certain 
papers  regarding  military  punishments. 
In  resisting  the  production  of  the  paper 
now  called  for,  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  did  more  mischief  to  the  cause  they 
wished  to  support  than  any  return,  how- 
ever great  as  to  the  number  and  extent  of 
punishments  it  contained,  which  the  inge- 
nuity of  man  could  conceive,  could  by 
possibility  effect.  Must  not  it  go  out  to 
the  world  that  they  opposed  the  produc- 
tion of  the  paper  in  quest^ion,  because  the 
number  of  punishments  which  it  contained 
must  fill  all  who  perused  it  with  astonish* 
ment  and  horror  ?  And  was  not  this  idea 
calculated  to  irritate  ?  If  the  account  would 
shew  a  diminution  of  punishment,  why 
should  they  run  the  risk  of  those  misre- 
presentations or  exaggerated  reports  which 
their  refusing  the  information  would  nata- 
rally  produce  ?  It  was  not  the  hon.  baronet 
therefore  who  was  to  blame  in  making  to 
the  House  a  statement  calculated  to  pro- 
duce alarm.  It  was  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite^  who  told  the  House,  that  to 
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produce  the  paper  called  for  must  lead  to 
the  abolition  of  corporal  prniishment.  If 
this  was  really  to  be  the  result^  most  it  not 
be  supposed  to  proceed  from  this,  that  the 
return  would  be  found  to  be  so  enormous* 
that  this  must  be  expected  as  the  neces* 
aary  consequence  ?  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr*  Lockhart)  said*  he  should 
wish  to  revise  the  military  code.  But 
would  he  wish  to  do  so  without  knowing 
what  it  was*  and  without  information  whe« 
ther  it  required  revision  or  not  ?  The  re* 
turn  now  sought  for  ought  to  be  made,  if 
gentlemen  opposite  were  correct*  in  order 
to  remove  false  impressions.  Did  any  man 
say*  that  false  statements*  on  such  a  sub- 
ject* ought  to  be  suffered  to  go  out*  while 
they  were  capable*  by  a  fair  view  of  the 
subject*  of  satisfactory  explanation  ?  Was 
there  ever  an  assembly  of  human  beings 
so  infatuated  as  to  suffer  such  a  statement 
to  go  forth  ;  preferring  to  cover  facts  in 
the  veil  of  darkness*  rather  than  to  allow 
them  to  meet  the  light;  particularly  when 
the  production  demanded  was  calculated 
to  remove  unpleasant  impressions  or  sur* 
mises?  He  could  not  forbear  expressinff 
his  astonishment  at  his  hon.  friend  behinu 
him  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  who  agreeing  in 
the  desire  to  remove  the  evil  complained 
of*  still  refused  to  be  informed  on  the 
subject.  He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
see  the  propriety  of  altering  his  opinion. 
As  to  his  fear  of  the  army  looking  to  that 
House;  nothing,  he  thought*  could  be 
more  natural  than  that  they  should  look  to 
parliament.  Did  not  parliament  legislate 
for  them  ?  Did  not  parliament  annually 
pass  their  Mutiny  Act  ?  And  was  it  not 
proper  that  parliament*  and  also  the  tri- 
bunals which  sat  to  give  effect  to  the  le- 
gislfltive  provisions  enacted  by  parliament* 
should  be  informed  of  the  consequences* 
beneficial  or  otherwise*  produced  by  the 
regulations  of  the  one*  and  adopted  for  the 
government  of  the  other  ? 

One  of  the  greatest  objections  to  the 
present  system  of  military  punishment  was* 
that  there  was  no  limit  to  the  punishment 
courts-martial  might  inflict,  but  the  mercy 
of  the  members.  They  might  order  the 
infliction  of  5,  or  5,000  lashes*  without 
control*  and  it  was  most  important*  that 
they  should  in  future  know*  what  it  was 
they  did*  and  what  they  ought  to  do.  He 
wcHild  be  glad  to  be  informed*  what  mis- 
chief was  to  be  dreaded  ?  Was  it  discus- 
sion ?  The  other  side  of  the  House*  by  their 
resistance  to  this  motion*  provoked  it*  and* 
according  to  their  own  utatemcnt,  tlit  dis- 

(VOL.  XXIL  ) 


AraiL  15,  I81& 


P» 


ciHsfcm  of  this  subject  had  produced  ihrnt 
most  important  benefits,  since  .within  tbesdi. 
few  year^  in  consequence  of  it*  corporal 
punishment  had  been  greatly  lessened.  Aa 
hon.  gentleman  had  said*  that  in  the  mw 
litis  nothing  was  to  be  feared,  because  thai 
officers  were  frequently  magistrates* or  hed; 
served  iipon  the  grand  juries.  How  tmft 
this  assertion  was*  might  be  gathered  frooa 
the  writings  of  military  men*  best  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  subject*  among  whom  was  sitf 
Robert  Wilson*  who  had  stated  expressly^ 
that  corporal  punishment  was  more  fra* 
quent  in  the  militia*  than  in  any  other  49/* 
partment  of  the  service*  and  had  supported 
his  observation*  by  making  It  appear,  that 
if  as  many  men  were  continued  to  ba  so 
pimisbedapnually*  as  had  hitherto  suffered^ 
for  only  six  years*  .the  whole  70,000  mea 
would  have  undergone  the  inhuman  sen* 
tence.  With  respect  to  the  nature  of  tba 
punishment*  it  was  almost  needless  to 
quote  the  well  known  authority  of  judgo 
Blackstone*  who  had  declared  that  by  too 
constitution  of  England  simple  death*  mM 
attended  with  any  circumstances  of  tor^ 
ture*  was  the  severest  punishment  that  tbo 
law  allowed ;  the  rack  and  the  knout  wera 
unknown*  and  it  remained  for  us  by  a  ro» 
finement  of  cruelty  to  drive  a  man  to  tho 
very  verge  of  existence*  a  surgeon  staodr 
ing  by  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  sufferer,  and 
to  pronounce  when  nature  could  bear  no 
additional  infliction*  and  when  his  soul  wu 
about  to  forsake  his  tortured  body*  to  leap 
into  eternity*  he  was  taken  down  from  tha 
halberts*  removed  to  an  hospital*  and  every 
means  taken  to  call  back  life  only  to  ba 
again  tortured.  Here  the  poor  wretch  waa 
left*  his  body  more  at  ease*  but  his  mind 
still  upon  tne  rack*  reflecting*  that  tha 
faster  his  wounds  healed*  the  nearer  ha 
was  to  the  infliction  of  the  remainder  of 
his  sentence ;- aind  that  his  wounds  wera 
only  healed  by  bis  tormentors  that  thej 
might  again  be  torn  open.  It  was  mera 
hypocrisy* to  say*  that  the  ipinds  of  tho 
soldiers  would  be  inflamed  by  what  passed 
in  parliament ;  they  perhaps  would  never 
hear  it ;  and  would  those  be  affected  by 
statements  in  a  deliberative  assembly  whu 
were  compelled  to  witness  unmoved  tba 
sufferings  of  their  fellow-creatures  }  Tba 
substitution  of  death  would  be  compara- 
tively merciful*  for  individuals  had  beeo 
known  to  fly  into  his  arms  to  be  shielded 
from  the  lash.  It  should  likewise  be  re* 
membered,  that  the  persons  who  were  thus 
degraded  and  tormented*  were  not  voluo* 
tary  victims ;  they  wera  first  compelled 
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to  enter  the  army,  and  afterwards  to  en- 
dure  its  punishments ;  hoys,  who  in  law 
had  no  powers  of  disposing  of  their  pro- 
perty, were,  in  the  army,  permitted  to  sell 
their  liTes  and  liberties  for  a  few  guineas, 
spent  in  Hcentioos  debauchery.  Under 
all  these  circumstances  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  account  moved  for  ought  instantly 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  would 
impute  only  the  purest  motives  to  the  sup- 
porters of  the  motion ;  but  the  effect  of 
their  arguments  he  was  convinced  would 
be  productive  of  mischiefs  of  the  greatest 
magnitude.  Thinking  as  he  did  that  the 
continuance  of  corporal  infliction  was  a 
necessary  evil,  he  was  of  opinion  that  he 
could  not  have  done  any  thing  more  de- 
trimental to  the  service,  than  if  he  had  em- 
ployed such  language  as  had  been  used 
on  the  other  side.  He  did  not  dread  so 
much  the  dissemination  of  the  truth,  as  he 
did  the  exaggerated  misrepresentations 
that  had  been  employed,  and  bringing 
forward  into  notice  solitary  instances  of 
severity  or  suffering  for  which  no  parallel 
could  be  discovered.  He  admitted  that 
there  had  formerly  been  cases  where  the 
punishment  was  partially  inflicted  at  one 
time  and  completed  at  another,  but  the 
modern  practice  had  been  directly  the 
reverse.  It  would  have  been  well,  there- 
fore, had  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  be- 
fore he  drew  such  a  picture  of  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  punishment  of  flogging  for  the 
■Mde  offiencef  enquired  whether  such  a 
practice  was  continued.  The  question  of 
Its  legality  had  been  submitted  to  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  present  Judge  Advocate, 
and  he  had  pronounced  it  not  lawful. 
Why  then  was  such  a  representation  made, 
when  no  grounds  for  it  any  longer  exist- 
ed? It  was  likewise  true  that  in  some 
regiments  corporal  punishment  was  more 
frequent  than  in  others ;  but  the  obvious 
reason  was,  because  it  was  more  deserved. 
Would  the  production  of  the  document 
required  throw  the  faintest  light  upon  any 
of  the  cases  which  the  hon.  baronet  had 
selected  from  the  newspapers ;  to  which 
authority,  however,  he  declared  that  he 
gave  little  credit  ?  Would  it  afford  any 
information  upon  the  instance  of  singular 
insensibility  which  he  had  adduced  with 
■o  much  ostentation,  and  which  (though 
taken  from  a  newspaper)  the  hon.  baronet 
implicitly  believed  ?  For  his  part,  he  was 
not  quite  so  credulous,  for  he  discredited 
the  story  altogether.  The  statement  that 
was  published  bore    upon   the  £ac6  of 


it  marks  of  fabrication  ;  it  was  said,  that 
the  man  had  pins  thrust  under  his  nails, 
and  endured  the  most  exquisite  tortures 
that  could  be  invented,  unmoved,  until  at 
last  he  was  trepanned,  and  the  brain  being 
scraped,  he  simply  exclaimed,  "  OhP' 
This  might  be  true,  as  welhas  the  addition 
to  it— that  the  man  being  discharged,  in- 
stantly recovered ;  but  on  hearing  that  a 
press- eang  was  in  the  neighbourhood, 
made  his  escape,  and  never  was  heard  of 
afterwards.— >He  confessed,  he  thought  that 
he  never  had  been  heard  of  before.  Thia 
story  shewed  the  distress  to  which  the  hon. 
baronet  was  reduced,  and  the  state  of  mind 
in  which  he  came  to  the  discussion  of  the 
subject,  when  he  who  professed  in  general 
very  little  respect  for  newspaper  autho- 
rity,  could  still  for  his  own  purposes  think 
every  word  of  this  improbable  narration 
strictly  true. — (Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  across 
the  House,  that  the  man  belonged  to  the 
Ist  Somersetshire  militia,  and  that  the 
surgeon  who  trepanned  him  was  a  Mr. 
Welsh  of  Taunton.)-— No  doubt,  then, 
since  the  hon.  baronet  was  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  names  and  addresses,  he 
had  taken  pains  to  write  to  Mr.  Welsh,  of 
Taunton ;  but  until  better  authority  was 
quoted,  he  should  think  it  a  complete 
fabrication,  since  those  who  would  natural* 
ly  have  received  information  about  it 
knew  nothing  of  a  circumstance  so  extra* 
ordinary.  The  case  of  suicide  introduced 
had  no  better  foundation,  it  had  been  en* 
quired  into,  and  the  newspaper  in  which 
it  was  inserted  was  now  the  subject  of 
prosecution.  Besides,  upon  these  matters 
the  document  required  would  afford  no  in* 
telligence,  although  it  was  preposterously 
held  out  to  be  one,  the  contents  of  which 
would  throw  the  country  into  a  state  of 
revolt. — One  of  the  great  objections  to 
laying  this  account  upon  the  table  was, 
that  it  would  point  out  particular  regiments 
in  which  more  flogging  was  inflicted, 
(although  deservedly)  than  in  others,  and 
would  hold  up  the  officers  commanding 
such  regiments  to  the  odium  of  the  army, 
and  of  the  whole  country,  from  which  not 
the  slightest  benefit  could  be  derived, 
since  the  necessary  puoishments  must  be 
continued.  The  number  of  corporal  pu* 
nishments  would  appear,  but  the  grounds 
and  merits  of  each  case  would  remain  out 
of  sight.  If  officers  were  thus  to  be  put 
upon  their  trial,  it  would  be  flir  better  to 
make  any  law  that  might  be  deemed  ad* 
visable  prospective.— -Another  reason  for 
refbsing  it  was^,  that  it  wouM  only  product 
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ibUire  debate^  since  the  aTOwed  object  was 
to  bring  the  general  qoettlon  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  In  his  opinion, 
nothing  bot  the  moat  trying  necessi^ 
could  justify  the  discosssion  of  military 
wSain  by  tlie  legislature,  and  yet  the  pre- 
sent was  the  third  or  fourth  time  that  gen* 
tlemen  had  volunteered  to  introduce  the 
sabjeot  during  the  present  session.  To 
this  it  was  answered,  that  resistance  to  the 
motion  provoked  discussion.  How.  could 
it  be  avoided?  For  gentlemen' finding  thai 
because  they  should  not  have  the  docu- 
ment required  to  debate  upon  on  a  future 
day,  had  taken  this  opportunity  of  de- 
claiming, not  on  the  point  before  the 
House,  but  upon  the  general  queation  of 
the  propriety  of  flogging  in  the  army* 
An  kon.  and  learned  gentleman  (sir  S. 
Bomilly)  had  set  out  with  recalling  the 
attention  of  members  to  the  4rue  matter 
at  issue,  but  led  away  by  the  warmth  of 
his  feelings  and  by  the  wide  scope  the 
aotQeci  gave  to  his  eloquence,  had  wan- 
d^^red  Ikom  the  line  he  had  in  the  begin- 
ning chalked  out,  and  had  entertained  the 
Houe  with  highly -wrought  pictures  of 
miseries  attending  corporal  punishment. 
l£^  therefore,  the  return  were  mad^  the 
consequence  would  be  to  ensure  iwo  de- 
balot,.  instead  of  getting  rid  of  the  «ul(iecf 
in  one.  The  hon.  baronet  had  repeated 
now  what  be  had  before  stated,  that  be. 
cause  we  had  a  local  militia,  Great  Britain 
was  a  flogged  nation.  It  might  as  truly 
be  said  that  we  were  a  hanged  nation, 
because  all  were  subject  to  the  criminal 
laws ;  and  doubtless  the  hon.  baronet  (as 
well  as  others)  could  point  out  many  t»> 
dividuals  who,  on  this  account,  would  wish 
this  punishment  also  to  be  abolished;  it' 
might  be  urged  too  with  much  greater 
truth,  that  many  persons  had  hanged, 
themselves,  rather  than  undergo  the  same 
ceremony  by  the  bands  of  a  public  execu- 
tiooer.  He  concluded  by  expressing  bis 
•determination  to  give  his  decided  nega- 
tive to  the  motion. 

Sir  8.  Romilly,  in  explanation,  pointed 
<Mit  several  misrepresentations  in  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer^  which  misrepresentations  he 
was  astonished  to  find  cheered  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite. 

Mr.  fi^oi^Aiim  sopporied  the  motion.— 
He  was  astonished  at  the  line  of  argument 
adopted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer and  the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshire. 
The  House  w^re  told,  thatjf  the  motives  of 
Ihoae  who  supported  thepreientBiotionf 


were  not  such,  as  to  excite  a  spirit  of  m«v 
tiny  among  the  aoldiery,  the  motion  itietf 
was  replete  with  everv  danger.  It  was  iaif 
possible  tciallude  to  tne  punishments  of  th# 
army;  the  bare  mention  of  flogging  wim. 
it  seemed  the  watd^word  to  discontent; 
and  those  who  were  dispoaed  to  avert  thia 
danger  would  oppose  every  motion  whid^ 
in  any  way  interfered  with  the  managemeql 
of  the  army.  Where  was  the  coostslencf 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshim  ?  In  thp 
same  breath  he  had  declared  himself  uik 
willing  to  interfere  at  all^ith  the  armfp 
and  pronounced  an  eulogium  on  the  lalf 
Mr.  Windham,  whoae  plans  began  ao^ 
ended  in  the  amelioi^uon  of  the  army^ 
He  had  pointed  out  fireely  the  abuses  ^ 
all  kinds  which  existed  in  his  time— th# 
enlistment  of  individuals  intoxicated  op 
under  age  into  a  state  of  service  or  slaveqf 
for  life.  But  no  such  motives  were  evy 
imputed  to  Mr.  Windham.  It  was  r^ 
served  to  the  present  question  to  hear  ur 
ffuments  of  socli  a  nature  brought  forwanL 
Why,  there  was  not  a  sm|(le  session  ip 
which  parliament  did  not  mterfere  wi^ 
the  army,  and  in  which  they  did  not  di|- 
cuss  questions  which  had  a  tendency  Ip 
i^tate  the  passions  of  those  of  whichJ|t 
was  composed  even  more  nearly  perhapi 
than  the  present.  To  whom  were  tap 
army  to  look  up  but  to  parliamenlif 
Who  paid  them?  Every  thing,  however* 
belonging  to  the  army  was  not  a  pro* 
per  subject  for  parliamentary  '^iscussioi^ 
They  could  not  wHh  propriety  venture  Ijo 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  shape  of  a  button* 
or  on  the  cut  of  a  whisker  or  of  a  coat,  bo* 
oause  this  being  a  more  weighty  busineia* 
required  abler  heads  than  could  be  sup* 
posed  to  be  found  in  parliament;  but  the 
rewards  which  the  army  ought  to  receive 
and  the  period  at  which  they  should  bii 
diacharged ;  the  commissariat,  also,  thM 
moat  delicate  sulyect,  were  matters  th^l 
came  with  propriety  before  them.  Tba 
retreat  to  Corunna,  and  the  expedition  lo 
Walcheren,  where  thousands  and  tensff 
thousands  of  our  countrymen  perished* 
were  subjects  upon  which  the  House  h||d' 
deliberated ;  but  never,  till  this  day,  did 
those  who  wished  to  scare  them  from  en* 
quiry,  resort  to  such  arguments  as  ithoto 
of  that  night.  r<(iut  even  the  planner  iff 
the  Walcheren  expedition,  ner  bis  coa4|«* 
tor,  who  caused  the  question  to  be  dijK 
cuMed  with  shut  doors,  ventured  to  hold 
such  a  language  to  the  House.  If  such  A 
ground  for  the  refusing  of  papers  was  lif* 
tenadtoii  than  there  mroold Jm  aoend.of 
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nine  subjects  out  of  ten,  which  were  dis< 
cussed  in  the  House  of  Commons.     In  a 
time  of  scarcity,  no  man  would  dare  to 
tpeak  of  grain,  for  fear  of  a  tumult.    The 
hoD.   member  for  Yorkshire    would    not 
have  carried  his  question  of  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade.     No  man  would  have 
dared  to  describe  freely  and  eloquently, 
as    that     hon.    member    had    described, 
the  miseries  of  the  West  Indian  slaves, 
though  the  tortures  which  they  suffered, 
he  was  sorry  to  say,  were  not  greater  than 
those  suffered  by  our  soldiers.     Then  the 
dangers  of  enquiry  might  have  been  urged 
with   greater    plausibility,  when    a   few 
scattered  whites  were  exposed  to  all  the 
evils  of  a  negro  insurrection. .  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  a  document  which  would 
shew  whether    the  powers   entrusted   to 
courts  martial  had  been  temperately  or 
immoderately  used  was  to  be  produced. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  "  Don't 
enquire ;    I  tell   you  all   is  well."     But 
were  they,  he  would  ask,  afraid  to  look 
into   the  facts  of  the  case  ?    Were  they 
to  close  their  eyes  to  it  ?    And  were  those 
out  of  doors  who  ventured  to  enter  upon  it, 
not  to  be  met  by  argument  but  by  per- 
secution ?  Would  any  one  who  witnessed 
the  irritability  which  the  mention  of  this 
subject    always   excited,  not    be  almost 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  all  was  not  so 
well  as  it  should  be?  Now,  what  would  be 
the  consequence  of  the  production  of  this 
paper?  It  would  either  prove  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site, which  was  so  favourable  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  or  it  would  disprove  it. 
•The  right  hon.  gentleman's  eulogy  of  the 
reduction  of  flogging  was  quite  unintelligi- 
ble.    He  first  denied  the  abuse,  and  then 
he  said, — *<  for  God's  sake  do  not  ask  for 
the  paper,  as  it  will  be  productive  of  the 
most    dangerous    consequences.^'      Was 
not  this  conduct  much  more  dangerous 
than  openly  and  manfully  at  once  to  enter 
npon  the  discussion  of  the  question  ?    So 
far  it  would  appear  from  severity  of  pu- 
^  nishment   being  done  away,  there  were 
instances  of  persons  suffering  four  several 
time»  before  they  could  receive  the  whole 
of  their  punishment^  and  that  very  lately. 
He  had  a  letter  dated  the  10th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1812,  from  one  of  our  North  Ameri- 
can settlements,  in  which  a  complaint  was 
made  of  a  Major-Genera),  a  German  offi- 
cer there,  who  very  properly,  as  the  law 
stood,   had   caused  700  lashes  to  be  in- 
flicted  on  a  man.      This  was  not  a  soli- 
tory  instance,  for  it  Was  stated  to  be  the 


usual  complement  of  garrison  punishment. 
How  could  this  punishment  be  inflicted  all 
at  once  ?    Other  complaints  were  made  of 
dividing  500  lashes  in  such  a  way,  as  that 
250  lashes  should  be  given  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  back,  and  250  on  another  part 
of  the  body.    No  man  could  deserve  such  a 
punishment.     A  trifling  violation  of  duty 
undoubtedly  merited  some  punishment,  but 
not  flogging;    and  in  cases  of  mutiny,  or 
personal  violence  offered  to  an  officer — if 
the  officer  were  knocked  down  and  trodden 
upon,  which  happened  in  the  case  alluded 
to  by  him,  then  a  severer  punishment  than 
flogging  ought  to  be  adopted*    But  this 
seveie  punishment  degraded   man  to  a 
brute,  and  harrowed  up  and  cauterized  the 
feelings  of  all  who  witnessed  it.     Could 
any  thing  be  more  abominable,  than  to  set 
apart  a  class  of  our  fellow- citizens,  and 
demand    from     them  a    callousness  and 
insensibility  which  we  would  not  allow  in 
any  other  class  in  the  British  dominions. 
While  we  cherished  all  the  kindly  affec- 
tions in  every  other  branch  of  the  com- 
munity, and  doomed  a  particular  class  to 
such  a  rigorous  and  unfeeling  system,  had 
we  not  reason  to  apprehend  the  effects 
either  in  after  times,  or  in  times  nearer 
our  own  ?    If  the  soldier  ought  to  be  set 
apart  as  little  as  possible  from  the  citizen, 
how  could    they  justify    a    punishment 
which    was  confined  exclusively  to  the 
soldiers,    a    punishment  which  debased 
those  who  suffered,  those  who  inflicted  it, 
and  those  by  whom  it  was  witnessed.     It 
was  his  firm  conviction,  that  if  our  sol- 
diery had  not  been  trained  and  accustom- 
ed to  the  system  of  flogging,  they  never 
would  have  been  seen  to  lend  themselves 
as  they  did  in  a  certain  reign  of  terror  in 
a  neighbouring  kingdom,  which  he  hoped 
yet  to  see  investigated.     Adverting  to  the 
navy,  he  said,  that  he  had  in  his  possession 
a  book  of  punishments  in  one  ship  in  1 809> 
kept  by  the  master  of  arms ;    and  in  six 
months  there  were  upwards  of    14,000 
lashes   inflicted  !    This    was    enormous, 
when   the  proportion  as   to   severity  of 
flogging  in  the  navy  was  considered.    In 
one  part  of  the  book,  a  person  was  entered 
as  having  leaped   overboard,  and   been 
drowned,  to  avoid  three  or  four  dozen  of 
lashes. 

Mr.  Robinson  could  conceive  nothing  a 
greater  insult  to  the  service,  than  such  al- 
lusions to  flogging  in  the  navy  as  had  been 
just  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, without  giving  the  House  the  means 
of  ascertaining  their  tnitbi  by  a  statement 
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cal,  beg  leave  to  approach  the  House,  in 
perfect  confidente  of  ita  fixed  determina- 
tion to  maintain  unimpaired  the  Protestant 
constitution  in  Church  and  State;  and 
that,  reposing  in  full  security  on  this  con- 
fidence, the  common  council  have  not  for 
some  time  past  appeared  as  Petitioners 
before  the  House,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
peated demands  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
but  now,  when  it  is  publicly  asserted  that 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  are  favourable 
to  such  demands,  and  when  every  power 
of  artifice  and  intimidation  is  employed 
to  give  colour  to  such  assertion,  the  Peti- 
tioners should  feel  that  they  shrank  from 
their  duty  if  they  did  not  now  declare, 
that  in  their  opinion  the  concessions  al- 
ready made  to  the  Roman  Catholics  are 
such  as,  if  exercised  with  gratitude  to  the 
state,  and  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  [coun- 
try, would  be  most  amply  sufficient  to 
make  the  situation  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
happy  under  the  present  Protestant  estab- 
lishment ;  and  praying  the  House  to  per- 
severe in  maintaining  the  constitution  im- 
impaired  in  Church  and  State/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Sir  John  Newport. — I  much  regret.  Sir, 
that  I  did  not  enter  the  House  a  few  mi- 
nutes earlier,  whilst  the  Petition  just  read 
was  under  cognizance  of  the  House,  that 
I  might  have  enabled  this  House,  by  a 
statement  of  circumstances  which  occurred 
in  that  very  assembly  of  the  corporation 
of  Dublin  which  framed  that  Petition,  duly 
to  estimate  its  value,  and  that  of  the  meet- 
ing whose  sentiments  it  conveys.  It  was 
there  proposed  to  grant  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  to  major  O'Donoghoe, 
In  consideration  of  the  signal  valour  and 
ability  which  that  gallant  officer  had  dis- 
played in  the  defence  of  Tariffa,  against 
an  infinitely  superior  French  force.  His 
eminent  services  in  that  defence  were 
proved  by  his  being  entrusted  with  the 
dispatches,  which  bore  testimony  to  his 
distinguished  gallantry.  The  majority  of 
that  corporate  assembly  gave  a  decided 
negative  to  the  freedom,  which  was  ex- 
pressly refused  to  major  0*Donoghoe  be- 
cause he  was  a  Roman  Catholic !  !  !  How 
striking  is  the  display  of  loyal  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution,  in  thus  withhold- 
ing from  the  brave  defenders  of  their 
country  their  well-earned  rewards  ! 

Petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Queen's  County.]  Mr.  /^amW/ present- 
ed a  Petition  from  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
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the  Queen's  County,  in  Ireland,  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  respect* 
fully,  at  this  most  important  conjuncture* 
to  solicit  the  favourable  attention  of  th« 
House  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  th« 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  under  the  se« 
vere  penal  laws  now  in  force  against  them  ; 
and  that,  if  they  appear  to  the  House  to 
persevere  with  more  than  common  earnest- 
ness in  their  humble  solicitations  for  the 
abrogation  of  those  laws,  and  for  a  free 
admission  to  the  blessings  and  benefits'  of 
the  civil  constitution  of  their  coiuitry,  the 
Petitioners  trust  that  their  perseverance 
will  be  viewed  rather  as  a  proof  of  their 
just  title  to  the  liberty  which  they  seek, 
and  of  their  sincerity  in  its  pursuit,  than 
as  the  result  of  any  sentiment  hostile  to 
the  p^ace  or  true  interests  of  this  empire; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  shouM  sincerely 
dread  lest  their  silence  might  be  construed 
by  a  faithful  but  feeling  people  as  an  indi- 
cation of  despair,  and  they  would  not 
lightly  abandon  the  pursuit  of  a  laudable 
and  most  important  object^  strengthened 
as  they  are  by  the  concurring  support  of 
their  generous  and    enlightened    fellow 
countrymen,  as  well  as  by  the  fullest  ap« 
probation  of  their  own  conscientious  feel- 
ings ;    they  beg  leave  humbly  to  state  to 
the  House,  that  they  have  publicly  and 
solemnly  taken  every  oath  of  fidelity  and 
allegiance  which  the  jealous  caution  of 
the  legislature  has,  from  time  to  time,  im- 
posed as  tests  of  their  political  and  moral 
principles;    and,  although,  they  are  still 
set  apart  (how  wounding  to  every  senti- 
ment of  honour!)     as    if   unv^orthy    of 
credit  in  these  their  sworn  declarations, 
they  can  appeal  confidently  to  the  sacri- 
fices which  they  and  their  forefathers  have 
long  made,  and  which  they   still  make 
(rather  than  violate  conscience  by  taking 
oaths  of  a  spiritual  import  contrary   to 
their  belief),  as  cecisive  proofs  of  their 
profound  reverence  for  the  sacred  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath  ;   and  that,  by  those  awful 
tests,  they  have  bound  themselves,  in  the 
presence  of  the  all-seeing  Deity,  whom 
all  classes  of  Christians  adore,  to  be  faith- 
ful and  bear  true  allegiance  to  their  most 
gracious  sovereign  lord  king  George  the 
3rd,  and  him  to  defend,  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power,  against  all  conspiracies  and 
attempts  whatsoever  against   his  person^ 
crown,  or  dignity  ;    to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  disclose  and  make  known 
to  his  Majesty  and  his  heirs,  ail  treasons 
and  traitorous  conspiracies  which  may  be 
(2D) 
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formed  against  him  or  them,  and  faith- 
fully to  maintain,  support,  and  defend,  to 
the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  succession 
to  the  crown  in  his  Majesty's  family 
against  all  persons  whomsoever ;  and  that, 
by  those  oaths,  they  have  renounced  and 
abjured  obedience  and  allegiance  unto 
any  other  person  claiming  or  pretending 
aright  to  the  crown  of  this  realm;  that 
they  have  rejected,  as  unchristian  and 
impious  to  believe,  the  detestable  doctrine, 
that  it  is  lawful  in  any  ways  to  injure  any 
person  or  persons  whomsoever,  under  pre- 
tence of  their  being  heretics,  and  also  that 
unchristian  and  impious  principle,  that  no 
faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics,  that  it  is 
no  article  of  their  faith;  and  they  re- 
nounce, reject,  and  abjure  the  opinion, 
that  princes,  excommunicated  by  the 
Pope  and  council,  or  by  any  authority 
whatsoever,  may  be  deposed  or  murdered 
by  their  subjects  or  by  any  person  what- 
soever ;  that  they  do  not  believe  that  the 
Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  foreign  prince, 
prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought 
to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  jurisdiction, 
power,  superiority,  or  pre-eminence,  within 
this  realm  ;  that  they  firmly  believe,  that 
no  act,  in  itself  unjust,  immoral,  or  wicked, 
can  ever  be  justified  or  excused  by  or 
under  pretence  or  colour  that  it  was  done 
for  the  good  of  the  Church,  or  in  obedience 
to  any  ecclesiastical  power  whatsoever ; 
and  that  it  is  not  an  Article  of  the  Catholic 
Faith,  neither  are  they  thereby  required 
to  believe  or  profess,  that  the  Pope  is  infal- 
lible, or  that  they  are  bound  to  any  order, 
in  its  own  nature  immoral,  though  the  Pope 
or  any  ecclesiastical  power  should  issue  or 
direct  such  order,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  hold  that  it  would  be  sinful  in 
them  to  pay  any  respect  or  obedience 
thereto;  and  that  they  do  not  believe  that 
any  sin  whatsoever,  committed  by  them, 
can  be  forgiven  at  the  mere  will  of  any 
Pope,  or  of  any  Priest,  or  of  any  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  but  that  any  person 
who  receives  absolution,  without  a  sincere 
sorrow  for  such  sin,  and  a  firm  and  sincere 
resolution  to  avoid  future  guilt,  and  to 
atone  to  God,  so  far  from  obtaining  there- 
by any  remission  of  his  ^in,  incurs  the  ad- 
ditional guilt  of  violating  a  sacrament; 
and,  by  the  same  solemn  obligations,  they 
are  bound  and  firmly  pledged  to  defend, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  settle- 
ment and  arrangement  of  property  in  Ire- 
land, as  established  by  the  laws  now  in 
being  ;  that  they  have  declared,  disavow- 
ed, and  solemnly  abjured,  any  intention  to 


subvert  the  present  Church  establiahnient» 
for  the  purpose  of  substituting  a  Cathplic 
establishment  in  its  stead ;  and  that  they 
have  solemnly  sworn,  that  they  will  not 
exercise  any  privilege,  to  which  they  are 
or  may  become  entitled,  to  disturb  and 
weaken  the  Protestant  religion  or  Pro- 
testant government  in  Ireland;  and  that 
they  can,  with  perfect  truth,  assure  the 
House,  that  the  political  and  moral  prin- 
ciples asserted  by  these  solemn  and  special 
tests  are  not  merely  in  unison  with  their 
fixed  principles,  but  expressly  inculcated 
by  the  religion  which  they  profess ;  and 
they  do  most  humbly  trust,  thai,  aicp^o- 
fessors  of  doctrines  which  permit  such 
tests  to  be  taken,  they  shall  appear  to  the 
House  to  be  entitled  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  religious  freedom,  under  the  happy  con- 
stitution of  these  realms;   and  that  fre- 
quently  has  the  legislature    of   Ireland 
borne  testimony  to  the  uniform  peaceable 
demeanour  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics, 
to  their  acknowledged  merits  as  good  and 
loyal  subjects,  to  the  wisdom  and  soand 
policy  of  admitting  them  to  all  the  bleasi- 
ings  of  a  free  constitution,  and  of  thus 
binding  together  all  classes  of  people  by- 
mutual  interest  and  mutual  affection ; .  and 
that  yet  may  they  humbly  represent  to 
the  House,  and  they  do  so  at  this  perilous 
crisis,  with  sincere  regret  and  deep  solici- 
tude, that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
still  remain  subject  to  severe  and  humi- 
liating laws,  rigidly  enforced,  universally 
felt,  and  inflicting  upon  them  divers  inju- 
rious and  vexatious  disabilities  incapacities 
privations  and  penalties,  by  reason  of  their 
conscientious  adherence  to  the  religious 
doctrines  of  their  forefathers ;   and  that, 
for  nearly  the  entire  period  of  the  last 
twenty  years,  the   progr^s  of  religious 
freedom  has  been  obstructed,  and,  whilst 
other  Christian  nations  have  hastened  to 
unbind  the  fetters  imposed  upon  religious 
dissent,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
have  remained  unrelieved ;  and  that  the 
laws,  which  unequivocally  attest  their  in- 
nocence and  their  merits,  continue  to  load 
them  with  the  pains  of  guilt;  their  own 
consciences,  the  voice  of  mankind,  acquit 
them  of  crime  and  ofifence ;  their  Protes- 
tant fellow  citizens  press  forward,  with 
generous  ardour  and  enlightened  benevo- 
lence, to  testify  their  earnest  wishes  for 
their  relief;  yet  these  penal  laws,  of  which 
they  humbly  complain,  cherish  the  spirit 
of  hostility,  and  impede  the  cordial  union 
of  the  people,  which  is  at  ell  times  so  de« 
sirable,  and  now  so  necessary ;  end  that 
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these  penal  laws  operate  for  no  nsefol  or 
meritorious  purpose,  affording  no  aid  to 
the  constitution  in  church  or  state;  not 
attaching  affection  to  either,  they  are  ef- 
ficient only  for  objects  of  disunion  and 
disaffection;  they  separate  the  Protestant 
from  the  Catholic,  and  withdraw  both  from 
the  public  good;  they  irritate  man  against 
his  fellow  creature,  alienate  the  subject 
from  the  state,  and  leave  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic community  but  a  precarious  and 
imperfect  protection,  as  the  reward  of  fixed 
and  unbroken  allegiance ;  and  that  the  Pe- 
titioners forbear  to  detail  the  numerous  in- 
capacities and  inconveniences  mflicted  by 
those  laws,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon  the 
Roman  Catholic  community,  or  to  dwell 
upon  the    humiliating  ana    ignominious 
system  of  exclusion,  reproach,  and  suspi- 
cion which  they  generate  and  keep  alire ; 
perhaps  no  other  age  or 'nation  has  ever 
witnessed  severities  more  vexatious,  or  in- 
flictions more  taunting,  than  ||iose  which 
the  Petitioners  have  long  endured,  and  of 
which  but  too  large  a  portion  itill  re- 
mains ;  and  that  relief  from  these  disabili- 
ties and  penalties  they  have  sought  through 
every  channel  that  has  appeared  to  them 
to  be  legitimate  and  eligible  ;  they  have 
never  consciously  violated,  or  sought  to 
▼iolate,  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  nor 
have  they  pursued  their  object  in  any 
other   manner  than  such  as    has    been 
usually  adhered  to,   and   apparently  the 
best  calculated  to  collect  and  communi- 
cate their  united  sentiments  accurately, 
without  tumult,  and  to  obviate  all  pretext 
for  asserting,   that  the  Roman  Catholic 
community  at  large  were  indifferent  to 
the  pursuit  of  their  freedom ;  and  they 
can  affirm,  with  perfect  sincerity,  that 
they  have  no  latent  views  to  realize,  no 
fecret  or  sinister  objects  to  attain;  any 
fuch  imputation  must  be  effectually  re- 
pelled, as  they  humbly  Conceive,  by  the 
consideration  of  their  numbers,  their  pro- 
perty, and   their  known   principles  and 
character ;  and  that  their  object  is  avowed 
and  direct,  earnest  yet  natural ;  it  extends 
to  an  equal  participation  of  the  civil  rights 
of  the  constitution  of  their  country  equally 
with  their  fellow  subjects  of  all  other  reli- 
gious persuasions ;  it  extends  no  further  ; 
and  that  they  would  cheerfully  concede 
the  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
to  all   mankind ;   they  ask  no  more  for 
themselves ;  they  seek  not  the  possession 
of  offices,  but  mere  eligibility  to  office,  in 
common  with  their  fellow  citizens;  not 
t«wer  or  ascendancy  oter  any  claii  of 


people,  but  the  bare  permission  to  rise 
from  their  prostrate  posture,  and  to  stand 
erect  in  the  empire ;  and  that  they  have 
been  taught  that,  according  to  the  pure 
and  practical  principles  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, property  is  justly  entitled  to  a 
proportionate  share  of  power;  and  they 
humbly  trust,  that  no  reasonable  apprehen* 
aion  can  arise  from  that  power  which  can 
only  be  obtained  and  exercifed  through 
the  constitution;   and  they  are  sensible, 
and  they  do  not  regret,  that  this  equality 
of  civil  rights,  which  alone  they  humbly 
sue  for,  will  leave  a  fair  practical  ascen- 
dancy wheresoever  property  shall  predo* 
minate  ;  but,  whilst  they  acknowledge  the 
wholesomeness  of  this  great  principle,  thev 
cannot  admit  the  necessity  of  the  unquali- 
fied disfiranchisement  of  any  part  of  the 
people  in  a  constitution  like  that  of  these 
realms ;  and  that  they  are  gratified  by  the 
reflection  that  the  attainment  of  this  their 
constitutional  object  will  prove  as  con- 
ducive to  the  welfare  and  security  of  this 
great  empire,  as  to  the  complete  relief  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  community;  that  It 
will  secure  the  quiet  and  concord  of  their 
country,  animate  all  classes  of  the  people 
in  the  common  defence,  and  form  the  most 
stable  protection  against  the  dangers  which 
heavily  menace  these  islands ;  for  the  Pe- 
titioners most  humbly  presume  to  submit 
to  the  House,  as  their  firm  opinion,  that  an 
equal  degree  of  enthusiasm  cannot  rea- 
sonably be  expected  from  men,  who  feel 
themselves  excluded  from  a  fair  participa- 
tion of  the  blessings  of  a  good  constitution 
and  government,  as  from  those  who  fully 
partake  of  its  advantages ;  that  the  enemies 
of  this  empire,  who  meditate  its  subjuga- 
tion, found  their   best  hope  of  succesi 
upon  the  effects  of  those  penal  laws,  which, 
by  depressing  millions  of  the  inhabitanti 
of  Ireland,  may  weaken  their  attachment 
to  their  country,  and  impair  the  means  of 
its  defence ;  and  that  the  continued  pres- 
sure of  these  laws  in  times  of  unexampled 
danger  only  spreads  the  general  feeling  of 
distrustful  alarm,  and  augments  the  riski 
of  common  ruin ;  and  that,  to  avert  such 
evils,  to  preserve  and  promote  the  welfare 
and  security  of  this  empire,  and  to  become 
thoroughly  identified   with    their   fellow 
subjects  in  interests  and  affection,  are  ob- 
jects as  precious  in  their  eyes,  upon  every 
consideration  of  property,  principle,  and 
moral  duty,  as  in  those  of  any  other  de- 
scription of  the  inhabitanu  of  these  realms  ; 
and  that,  if,  in  thus  humbly  submitting 
Ibeir  depressed  condition,  and  their  eamefl 
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hopes,  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
they  would  dwell  upon  the  great  numbers, 
and  the  property  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  already  so  considerable  and 
80  rapidly  encreasing,  and  to  their  conse- 
quent most  important  contributions  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  state,  they  would  do  so 
not  with  a  view  of  exciting  unworthy  mo- 
tives for  concession,  but  in  the  honest  hope 
of    suggesting     legitimate  ■  and    rational 
grounds  of  constitutional  relief;  and  deep- 
ly indeed  should  they  lament,  if  these  very 
recommendations  should    serve    only   to 
hold  them  out  as  the  objects  of  harsh  sus- 
picion at  home,  or  of  daring  attempts  upon 
their  allegiance  from  abroad  :  may  the 
Petitioners  then,  with  hearts  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  fate  of  this  their  humble  sup* 
plication,  presume  to  appeal  to  the  wisdom 
and  benignity  of  the  House  on  behalf  of  a 
very  numerous,   industrious,  affectionate 
and  faithful  body  of  people,  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  to  pray,  that  the 
House  may  be  pleased  to  take  into  their 
favourable   'consideration    the    whole    of 
their  condition,  their  numbers,  their  ser- 
vices, their  merits,  and  their  sufferingps ; 
and    that  they  may  be  restored  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  constitution  of 
their  country,  be  freed  from  all  penal  and 
disabling  laws  in   force  against  them,  on 
account  of  their  religious  faith,  and  may 
thereby  become  more  worthy,  as  well  as 
more  capable  of  promoting  the  service  of 
the  crown,  and  the  substantial  interests  of 
this  great  empire.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  Stirling  respecting 
THE  Renewal  op  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's Charter.]  A  Petition  from  the 
provost,  magistrates,  and  town  council  of 
the  royal  burgh  of  Stirling,  North  Britain, 
was  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That,  in  the  prospect  of  the  East  India 
Company's  Charter  being  soon  expired, 
the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  address  the 
House  on  this  very  important  subject,  so 
highly  interesting  to  the  empire  at  large; 
and  the  petitioners  humbly  plead  the  na- 
tural right  that  every  British  subject  has 
to  exercise  a  free  trade  with  every  coun- 
try dependent  upon,  or  in  amity  with,  the 
British  empire  ;  and  that  the  experience 
of  past  ages  sufficiently  proves  the  gene- 
ral inexpediency  of  commercial  monopo- 
lies; that  the  monopoly  hitherto  enjoyed 
by  the  East  India  Company,  while  it  has 
excluded  British  subjects  from  any  parti- 
cipatioo  in  the  trade^sg  far  from  operating 


to  the  advantage  of  the  Company,  has  laid  ^ 
them  under  the  necessity  of  frequently  ap* 
plying  to  government  for  enormoat  fouis 
of  the  public  money  to  support  their  es- 
tablishment, so  that,  even  in  this  respect, 
it  is  a  national  grievance  ;    and  that  it  is 
extremely  discouraging,  an^  in  itself  on* 
natural,  that  the  merchants  of  foreign  na» 
tions  should  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  a 
free  trade  to  British  possessions  of  such 
magnitude,  which  is  denied- to  British  mer- 
chants ;   and  the  circumstance  of  Ameri* 
cans  and  other  foreign  nations  carrying  on* 
trade  with  the  countries  comprehended  in 
the  East  India  Company's  Charter,  opm- 
pletely  refutes  the  arguments  urged  by 
those  interested  in  the  monopoly,  of  a  free 
trade  being  prejudicial  to  private  mer* 
chants ;  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave  for* 
ther  to  state,  that  the  continuance  of  this 
monopoly  bears  peculiarly  hard  on  British 
merchants  at  present,  when  our  inveterate 
foe  is  exerting  all  his  power  to  shot  out 
this  nation  from  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  continent  of  Europe,  which,  ren* 
ders  the  continuation  of  that  system  pe- 
culiarly inexpedient ;   on  the  other  hand, 
the  admission  of  a  free  and   unfettered 
trade  with  such  a  large  proportion  of  the. 
population  of  the  globe,  most  fortunately 
presents  a  very  seasonable  substitute  for 
the  loss  of  European  commerce,  the  vast 
extent  of  countries  and  variety  of  climates 
situated  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  Straits  of  Magellan,  affording  ^n  ex- 
tensive field  for  mercantile  talents  and  ca- 
pital, beyond  the  tyrannical  grasp  of  the 
enemy,  and  such  an  opening  cannot  fail 
to  prove  highly  gratifying  and  beneficial 
to  the  British  empire  at  large,  strengthen 
and  secure  its  vital  interests  by  reviving 
languishing  commerce  and  manufactures 
at  home,  and  most  effectually  defeat  the 
grand  object  of  our  inveterate  foe  on  the 
continent;  and  praying  the  House  neither 
to  renew  nor  continue  the  exclusive  pri- 
vileges of  the  East  India  Company,  but  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  render  it  law- 
ful for  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  from 
and  after  the  1st  of  March,  18]4>,to  carry 
on  from  all  ports  of  the  United  Kingds^m, 
a  free  and  unlimited  trade  with  the  British 
possessions  in  India,  and  with  all  other 
countries  situated  to  the  east  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the  west  of  Cape 
Horn/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Motion  respecting  the  Clerks  in  the 
Navy  Omc£.]     Sir  F.  Bwdni  rose  to 
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inake  a  motiou  respecting  the  Clerks  in 
the  Navjf  Office,  who  wished  only  to  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  other  clerks, 
and  particularly  with  those  in  a  similar 
department,— the  Navy  Pay  Office.  Some 
of  these  men  had  been  25  or  SO  years  in 
office,  without  any  increase  of  emolument; 
and  of  late  years,  under  pretence  of  eco- 
nomy,—an  economy  of  which,  in  the  pre« 
sent  instance,  he  could  not  approre— their 
salaries  were  considerably  diminished. 
Some  of  th^se  clerks  laboured  under  pe» 
culiar  hardships,  as  they  had  purchased 
their  places.  Lord  Barham,  the  late 
comptroller,  had  received  their  money,  of 
which,  as  the  emoluments  had  so  consi* 
derably  decreased,  they  were,  in  fact, 
cheated  and  swindled.  He  should  move 
therefore,  for  an  account  of  the  number  of 
clerks  in  the  Navy-office,  specifying  their 
salaries,  periods  of  service,  and  their  re- 
spective emoluments.  Also  for  a  copy  of 
the  letters  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  of  the 
Clerks'  Memorial  respecting  an  increase  of 
wages,  the  subsequent  letters  relating  to 
this  subject,  and  the  Prince  Regent's  order 
Ihereou. 

Mr.  Bemui  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  that  it  was  not  usual  to 
accede  to  such  motions  as  the  present,  on- 
less  some  strong  ground  was  shewn  to  the 
House  to  induce  them  to  take  the  matter 
into  farther  consideration.  He  thought 
that  the  hon.  baronet  had  not  made  out  a 
case  sufficiently  strong.  As  to  the  buying 
of  places  and  lord  Barbara's  implication 
in  such  traffic,  he  did  not  know  how  it 
might  have  been  ;  but  nothing  of  that 
sort,  he  apprehended,  could  now  happen, 
as  the  sale  of  a  clerkship  would  subject 
the  seller  to  a  high  responsibility.  He 
could  not  allow  the  peculiar  hardship  in- 
sisted on  by  the  hon.  baronet,  as  the  clerks 
had  all  consented  to  the  present  arrange- 
ment. 

Sir  F.  Burdctt  said,  that  these  clerks  did 
not  ask  for  privileges  above  others  in  si- 
milar situations ;  they  wished  only  to  be 
put  on  precisely  the  same  footing.  He 
could  not  conceive  that  this  application 
would  induce  otlier  clerks  to  lay  their 
case  before  parliament,  as  the  present  was 
one  of  a  peculiar  nature.  It  was,  in  his 
mind,  an  additional  motive  for  acceding  to 
his  proposition,  that  the  conduct  of  lord 
Barham  might  be  enquired  into ;  espe* 
cially  as,  from  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  i(  appeared  that 
such  conduct  was  now  properly  stigma- 
tisfid  by  the  government*    Lord  Barbara's 


condoct  ought  certainlr  to  be  inTestigated^ 
as  through  his  means  the  clerks  had  been 
completely  swindled  out  of  their  money; 
It  was  illiberal  and  unjust  to  talk  of  tb« 
consent  of  these  clerks  to  the  new  arrange* 
ments.  What  could  they  do  ?  Could  the  j 
resign  ?  Were  they  in  a  concAtion  to  con^ 
tend  or  make  bargains  with  government  i 

Sir  d  Pok  thought  it  inexpedient,  ia 
the  present  hardships  of  tha  times,  to  en* 
courage  ai^  hopes  of  increase  of  salarj 
which  could  not  be  realised.  Other  clerka 
miffht  also  be  Induced  to  come  forwart^ 
with  iimllar  applications. 

The  Houae  then  divided— For  the  m^ 
tion  15 — Against  it  62— Majority  47. 

MOTTOH     BESPBCTIlfO      TBI     LiCBKCB 

TaADE.]  The  Hon.  WiUUm  Herbert^  oa 
rising  to  move  for  the  prodoction  of  cei^ 
tain  papers  connected  with  the  trade  now 
carried  on  under  the  Licence  system,  ob- 
served, that  he  had  refrained  from  bring* 
ing  the  subject  forward  at  an  earliar  pe* 
ri^,  only  from  a  wish  that  his  right  boiu 
friend,  the  Judge  of  the  Hiffb  Court  of  Adk 
miralty,  should  attend  in  his  place  on  the 
discussion  of  a  question  in  which,  from  tba  - 
office  he  held,  be  must  feel  so  deep  an  in- 
terest. He  now  wished  that  these  papers 
should  be  laid  before  the  House  previous 
to  that  grave  decision  which  they  might 
expect  soon  to  be  called  on  to  make  with 
respect  to  the  numerous  petitions  against 
the  Orders  in  Coimcil.— He  had  commo* 
nicated  his  intention  to  submit  this  motion 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  who 
desired  to  consult  with  the  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  before  he  answered  as 
to  the  objections  which  he  might  have  to  . 
make  to  the  motion.  After  consulting 
with  that  right  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  ao 
quainted  him  with  the  necessity  which  he 
felt  of  opposing  the  production  ,of  these 
papers.  He  should  have  imagined,  there- 
fore, that  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Judm 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  would 
have  deemed  it  necessary  on  this  occasion 
to  attend,  and  inform  the  House  on  whait 
general  grounds  it  was,  that  he  was  averse 
to  produce  documents,  without  which  it 
was  impossible  to  have  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  frauds,  the  perjuries  and  for- 
geries with  which  the  Licence  trade  was 
carried  on.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
when  the  Orders  in  Council  were  latelT 
under  consideration!  bad  filled  him  with 
great  anxiety«  which  he  had  shewn  per* 
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Jiaps  too  plainly,  in  risiog  at  a  Tery  late 
hoar  OQ  that  night,  when  he  found  it,  how- 
ever, impossible  to  procure  a  hearing; 
but  he  had  ever  since  felt,  and  still  con- 
tinued to  feel  the  same  anxiety  to  shew 
and  to  prove  by  uncontrovertible  evidence 
how  unfounded  were  the  assertions  then 
hazarded  by  that  right  hon.  gentleman. — 
He  was  fearful  on  that  occasion,  and  his 
fear  alone  had  induced  him  to  intrude  on 
the  patience  of  the  House,  that  his  silence 
<Hi  hearinff  such  statements  and  assertions 
xnade  without  contradiction,  should  have 
been  interpreted  into  an  acquiescence  in 
Iheir  correctness  and  their  truth.  The  reason 
stated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  resisting  the  production  of  the  papers 
suked  for,  namely,  that  it  would  be  incon- 
venient, because,  if  they  were  to  be  grant- 
ed, it  would  be  necessary  for  those  on  the 
other  side  to  move  for  papers  explanatory  of 
.the  neutralizing  system,  seemed  to  him  to  be 
most  extraordinary,  and  in  this  opinion 
the  House  must  agree  with  him,  when  it 
was  considered  what  the  nature  of  those 
papers  must  be.  The  neutralizing  system 
was  one  for  the  disguising  of  property,  to 
prevent  persons  in  this  country  from  dis- 
covering to  whom  it  really  belonged,  and, 
to  such  perfection  was  it  carried,  that  even 
persons  of  the  utmost  astuteness  were  dis- 
appointed in  their  endeavours  to  come  at 
the  fact.  He  should  now  proceed  to  shew 
to  what  extent  perjury  existed  in  the  Li- 
cence trade,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  continuance  of  that  trade  in  this  coun- 
try. The  first  paper  he  should  move  for 
went  to  prove,  that  oaths  were  required  to 
be  taken  on  the  continent,  before  any 
vessel  could  be  permitted  to  clear  out, 
that  she  was  to  proceed  to  a  port  named, 
or  any  other  port,  and  was  to  carry  such 
and  such  property.  Every  English  port, 
however,  and  every  species  of  English 
property,  however,  being  always  excepted. 
To  prove  this  he  should  confine  himself  to 
one  instance,  where  the  captain  having,  as 
was  required  of  him,  taken  this  oath  on 
the  Continent,  made  an  answer  in  the  Ad- 
.miralty  Court  in  this  country,  which  he 
should  also  move  for,  that  though  pre- 
vious to  his  clearing  out  from  the  Conti- 
nent, he  had  sworn  that  he  was  not  to  pro- 
ceed to  any  English  port,  yet  in  reality  he 
.was  destined  for  the  port  of  Leith.  This, 
he  presumed,  would  be  sufficient  to  shew, 
.that  oaths  were  taken  on  the  Continent 
that  vessels  were  not  to  proceed  to  this 
country,  when  in  reality  they  were  bound 
lar  this  country  under  hcence.     But  what 


he  was  most  anxious  to  point  out  to  the 
attention  of  the  House  was,  that  these  per- 
juries were  recognised  in  the  courts  of  this 
country.  To  prove  this  fact,  he  should 
move  tor  papers  in  a  case  where  it  being 
obvious  and  notorious  to  every  one,  that 
the  master  and  every  one  of  the  crew  were 
perjured,  the  vessel  was  restored  on  that 
peijured  evidence,  such  being  considered 
the  machinery  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  Licence  trade  of  this  country.  In  the 
case  to  which  he  alluded,  the  vessel  came 
to  this  country  from  Amsterdam;  from 
hence  it  proceeded  to  St.  Petersburgh,  and 
from  thence  returned  with  a  cargo  to  this 
country.  There  the  master,  mate,  and  all 
the  crew,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Rus- 
sian government,  swore  that  they  had  pro- 
ceeded direct  from  Amsterdam  to  Russia, 
and  accounted  for  the  length  of  time  that 
had  intervened  by  a  fabricated  statement 
of  tempestuous  weather  which  they  had 
encountered,  of  bad  treatment  on  an  mhos- 
pitable  island,  and  of  interruptions  by  the 
ice.  Were  it  not  that  he  understood  from 
the  right  hon.  gent,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  the  papers  he  wished 
would  not  be  granted  to  him,  he  should 
have  moved  for  the  whole  of  this  doubly 
fabricated  history ;  and  should  have 
shewn  from  the  answer  of  the  captain  in 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  here,  that  during 
the  time  he  was  struggling  in  the  course 
of  his  voyage  through  the  ice,  as  sworn  to 
in  his  affidavit  in  Russia,  he  was  actually 
in  this  country.  He  should  not  read  the 
whole  of  these  papers,  which  were  of  con- 
siderable length,  but  he  simply  stated  these 
as  their  contents.  When  this  case  was 
argued  before  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  a 
junior  counsel,  who,  in  the  simplicity  of 
his  soul,  thought  that  a  perjured  document 
could  not  be  received  in  an  English  court 
of  law,  was  treated  with  contempt  for  his 
ignorance;  and  was  almost  hooted  at  by 
his  more  experienced  brethren,  for  object- 
ing to  a  document  which  was  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  trade  of  this  country. 
This  doctrine  was  assented  to  by  the  court, 
and  the  objection  was  instantly  over-mled. 
He  asked,  was  he  not  founded  in  justice, 
in  saying,  that  this  was  a  system  so  des- 
tructive to  morality,  and  to  the  well-being 
of  the  country,  that  it  ought  not  at  least  to 
receive  the  favour  and  protection  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  this  coontry? 
There  was  another  paper  which  he  would 
have  moved  for,  namely*  a  copy  of  in- 
structions how  to  act  in  case  of  a  vessera 
being  detained*  aa  exhibiting  a  raoit  dis* 
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gusting  picture  of  the  frauds  which  the 
country  was  reduced  to  practise,  in  order  to 
be  enabled  to  carry  on  this  trade  by  licences. 
It  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  fist* 
ti^^e  the  House  by  an  enumeration  of 
the  different  false,  fabricated,  and  incon- 
sistent  documents  which  these  instructions 
recommended  every  captain  to  be  pro- 
vided with,  so  as  to  suit  every  emergency. 
It  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  perjury  was 
universally  practised  throughout  the  whole 
system ;  and  that  it  was  even  admitted  and 
tolerated  in  our  courts  of  Admiralty.  That 
this  was  the  case  he  had  already  explained 
in  the  instance  of  the  vessel  from  Amster- 
dam, to  which  he  had  already  alluded.-— 
For,  if  he  could  shew,  which  he  pledged 
himself  to  do,  if  the  papers  were  granted 
to  him,  that  a  single  vessel  had  been  libera 
ated  where  it  was  evident  all  the  docu- 
ments were  grounded  on  perjury,  then 
there  could  be  no  doubt  what  the  princi- 
ple was,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  looked  at 
with  horror  and  detestation.  He  could 
not  say  that,  to  his  conception  of  the  mat- 
ter, the  Court  of  Admiralty  had  done  its 
duty.  Was  a  person  sitting  in  judgment 
to  be  told,  that  it  was  necessary  to  colour 
and  protect  property  by  fraud  and  per- 
jury, to  listen  to  that  idea,  because  be  was 
informed,  as  a  reason  for  his  doing  so,  that 
the  perjury  was  committed,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  this  country,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  deceiving  our  enemies  ? 
He  could  not  listen  to  such  reasoning. 
He  must  continue  to  have  his  ideas  directed 
by  the  rules  of  justice.  He  could  not 
swerve  from  his  duty  ;  but  was  bound  to 
believe,  that  a  person  who  would  notscruple 
to  perjure  himself,  or  to  take  a  false  oath  for 
the  purpose  of  deceiving  our  enemies, 
would  have  equally  little  scruple  in  de* 
ceiving  us.  Where  were  the  limits  to 
such  a  system,  he  asked,  to  be  drawn? 
Where  was  it  to  stop  ?  He  did  not  know  if 
such  a  question  had  ever  come  before  any 
of  our  courts  of  common  law.  If  it  ever 
did,  he  sincerely  hoped  they  would  follow 
a  different  course,  and  would  not  give 
credit  to  perjured  men  and  to  perjured  do- 
cuments. The  next  article  to  which  he 
begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House, 
was  the  abuses  resulting  from  this  system, 
and  from  this  trade.  An  hon.  friend  of 
his,  when  this  subject  was  formerly  before 
the  House,  called  their  attention  to  the  fact 
of  two  licences  having  been  granted  for 
brandy,  at  a  time  when  such  licences  were 
not  generally  granted,  and  when  two  such 
licttncei  would  have  been  well  worth  to 
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any  man,  at  it  waa  atated,  the  sum  of 
]  5,00(M.    The  excuse  then  made  was,  thai 
this  was  a  solitary  instance  of  clerical  in* 
accuracy,  and,  as  such,  was. not  of  much 
importance.    The  papers  he  should  have 
moved  for  on  this  subject,  he  eonceived, 
might  have  been  granted,  notwithstandiof 
the  objection  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  the  production  of  the  other 
papers,  for  the  papers  on  this  subject  were 
not  at  all  met  by  the  neutralizing  tysteau 
What  he  beffged,  in  the  first  place,  parti- 
cularly to  allode  to  was,  the  antedatmg  of 
licences.    On  this  head  he  had  a  circusi^ 
stance  to  state  which  wonld,  in  all  probaf* 
bility,  never  have  pome  to  light,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  exertion  of  an  active  gen* 
tleman,  who  had  been  able  even  to  lrac« 
an  erasure  on  the  subject  in  the  council 
books.    The  case  to  which  he  referred  was 
that  of  the  Vrow  Debora,  for  which  a  li- 
cence was  applied  for  by  Messrs.  Baker 
and  Son,  to  import  a  cargo  of  butter  and 
cheese.    This  petition  was  presented  oa 
the  20th  of  January,  and  the  answer  wa»-« 
''refused.''     The  vessel  was  afterwardi 
captured,  and,  on  the  30th  of  January,  Wk 
application  was  made  to  have  the  licene# 
granted,  with  an  alteration  or  addition 
that  the  cargo  should  be  exported  in  a 
British  vessel,  and  with  this  addition,  the 
licence  was  granted.     Mr.  W.  R6therey» 
of  Doctors'  Commons,  had  made  an  affidft* 
vit  on  this  subject,  in  which  he  stated  the 
above  facts,  and  that  there  was  an  entr  j 
in  the  council  books,  when  he  originally 
searched  them,  under  date  20th  January, 
to  the  efiect  that  the  application  for  a  li* 
cence  to  the  Vrow  Debora  was  refused* 
but  that  on  a  subsequent  examination  in 
April  following,  the  word  *  refused'  had 
vanished,  and  the  word  *  granted'  appeared 
in  its  stead.    He  (Mr.  Herbert)  was  satis* 
fied  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Rose)  h«l  nothing  to  do  with 
this ;  but,  if  such  practices  were  suffered, 
what  a  door  for  corruption  and  fraud  of 
every  kind  was  thereby  opened.     He  had 
in  his  possession  a  correspondence  from  the 
other  side  of  the  water,  which  shewed 
what  was  the  opinion  there  entertained  of 
the  persons  who  had  influence  on  the 
Treasury  Board  of  this  country,  and  went 
far  to  prove,  that  the  statement  of  an  hon* 
and  learned  friend  of  his  on  a  late  import^ 
ant  debate— -that  the  persons  who  had  in« 
fluence  there  were  no  better  than  hawkera 
and  pedlars,  was  not  too  highly  coloured  :, 
it  went  far  to  shew  that  themembers  of  that 
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Board  were  swayed  by  the  advice  of  some 
persons  who  imposed  upon  them  ;    and 
that,  however  pure  themselves,  they  were 
operated  upon  by  those  who  were  not  so. 
Before  be  proceeded  to  this  correspond- 
ence, however,  he  begged  to  notice  the 
fluctuating  policy  by  which  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  actuated,  varying  as  it  did 
every  day,  and  thereby  giving  rise  to  the 
most  mischievous  speculations.    The  cor- 
respondence to  which  he  referred,  proved 
the  existence  of  a  trade  in  buying  up  li- 
cences which  had  expired,  and  fabricating 
excuses  to  the  ^oard  of  Trade  to  induce 
them  to  renew  such  licences.    Adverting 
to  a  correspondence  from  certain  persons 
in  Bourdeaux  to  an  agent  in  this  country, 
he  stated,  that  in  one  letter  the  foreign  cor- 
respondent   directed    his  agent  to  give 
S,000  franks  for  an  expired  licence,  and 
to  send  it  to  him,  that  a  story  might  be 
fabricated,  or  himself  to  fabricate  a  story 
such  as  might  be  calculated  to  induce  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  renew  it.     In  another 
letter  a  similar  measure  was  recommended, 
and  it  was  stated,  that  a  traveller  would  be 
sent  to  meet  the  agent  in  England,  so  that 
the  matter  might  be  more  cleverly  con- 
certed.   It  was  also  in  the  knowledge  of 
this  correspondent,  as  expressed   in  his 
letters,  that  another  person  had  already 
successfully  practised  this  iniquitous  fabri- 
cation.   In  other  letters  this  correspondent 
informed  his  agent,  that  if  he  could  get 
two  licences,  one  for  the  Isle  of  France, 
and  another  for  Guadaloupe,  he  might 
give  for  the  former  500/.  and  for  the  latter 
700/. ;    and  these  sums  he  was  afterwards 
authorised  to  increase  to  2000  guineas. 
These  sums,  it  was  to  be  observed,  were 
ofiered,  not  as  if  licences  were  an  article 
which  could  be  dealt  in,  but  actually  as 
bribes ;    and    the    same    correspondent 
seemed  to  think  that,    by  oQering  ad- 
ditional bribes,  he  could    get  the  con- 
ditions of   licences    changed.      Gentle- 
men might  smile,  supposing  that  he  ima- 
gined   that    the    Board    of    Trade    had 
been  bribed.    That  was  not  an  idea  which  | 
had  ever  entered  his  mind ;    but  this  he 
most  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  Board 
might  have  been  necessitated  to  take  ad- 
vice from  persons  who  had  been  bribed. 
Whether  the  licences  so  wished  to  be  pur- 
chased had  or  had  -not  been  obtained,  he 
(Mr.  Herbert)  bad  do  knowledge.     But 
this,  at  least,  did  appear,  that  there  existed 
a  belief  in  the  ports  of  France  that  they 
might  be  obtained  through  bribery ;  a  be- 
lief which  it  WM  hardly  probable  should 


have  existed,  unless  it  had  been  founded 
on  experience.      The  only  argument  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  had  used,  or  could 
use,  for    this  practice,   fraught  with  so 
many  evils,  and  with  so  much  ignominy  to 
the  country,  was  the  recriminating  one, 
that  similar  licences  had  been  issued  by 
their  predecessors;  but  this  fell  altogether 
short,  both  in  the  extent  to  which,  and  the 
principle  on  which  former  licences  had 
been  issued.     It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  mark  their 
sense  of  these  proceedings,  and  therefore 
he  should  conclude  by  moving  the  follow- 
ing Resolution :   *'  That  the  House  sees 
with  regret  the  system  of  fraud  and  per- 
jury  recognized  and    protected   by   the 
high  court  of  Admiralty,  as  justifiable  and 
necessary  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  commerce   of  the  country  ;    the 
abuses  and  corruptions  to  which  the  sys- 
tem is  liable ;  the  depraved   example  it 
holds  out  to  the  morals  of  the  nation,  dan- 
gerous to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
evidence,  and  encouraging  a  disregard  of 
truth  in  courts  of  justice,  where  truth  only 
ought  to  be  admitted  ;  as  well  as  the  un- 
principled monopoly  of  conducting  trade 
with  an  enemy   by  means  of  licences, 
from  which  neutral  nations  are  excluded, 
on  a  plea  of  necessity,  subversive  of  the 
most  sacred  principles  of  the  laws  of  na« 
lions.''  / 

Mr.  Rose  expressed  his  utter  astonish* 
ment  at  the  motion  just  read,  calling  upon 
the  House,  to  pass  the  strongest  censure 
upon  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  without  the 
slightest  testimony  being  adduced  to  prove 
that  it  was  well  founded.  He  complained 
that  the  expressions  which  he  had  used  in  a 
recent  debate  on  this  subject  had  been  much 
misrepresented  ;  and  he  was  convinced  in 
his  conscience  that  there  was  much  less 
of  perjury  in  the  courts  of  Admiralty  un- 
der the  licence  system,  than  what  for- 
merly existed  in  the  neutral  system.  At 
that  time,  enemy's  property  was  only  in- 
troduced into  this  country  through  the  me- 
dium of  its  being  falsely  sworn  to  be  neu- 
tral property :  whereas  at  present,  there 
was  no  occasion  for  perjuries  of  that  na- 
ture, as  it  could  be  introduced  by  licences. 
He  was  firmly  persuaded,  that  if  the  sys- 
tem now  adopted  were  abandoned,  the 
consequence  would  be  the  extinction  of 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  if.  Jliornton  was  surprized  that  the 
motion  had  not  been  confined  to  the  pro- 
duction of  papers,  on  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman might,  perhaps,  have  founded  loioe 
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future  vote  of  censure.  He  admitted  that 
frauds  did  exist,  and  thought  that  it  would 
be  fit  that  an  enquiry  should  be  instituted 
to  ascertain  their  origin  :  and  he  depre- 
cated receiving  in  our  courts  of  Admiralty 
the  testimony  of  men  who  were  forsworn 
upon  the  continent. 

Mr.  Foruon^  agreed  that  the  Resolution 
read  from  the  chair  was  ill-timed  and  im- 

Srudent,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the 
eclared  opposition  that  was  to  be  given, 
it  would  have  been  better  simply  to  have 
moved  for  the  papers.  He  felt  the  full 
weight  of  the  remark  of  the  hon .  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  and  was  convinced 
that  no  profit  which  Great  Britain  could 
derive  from  fi-aud,  could  compensate  for 
the  injury  that  would  arise  fi*om  the  de- 
struction of  the  public  morals.  As  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  Admiralty,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  any  positive  opi- 
nion, without  much  previous  inquiry,  and 
therefore  moved  as  an  amendment,  **  That 
this  House  will,  on  the  1st  May,  resolve 
Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
trade  of  this  country  as  carried  on  by  li* 
cences.''  Should,  however,  this  sugges- 
tion, as  he  supposed  it  would,  be  nega- 
tived, he  should  recommend  to  his  hon. 
friend  to  move  for  the  production  of  the 
Tarious  documents  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  support  the  amendment,  although  he 
thought  it  not  so  objectionable  as  the  He- 
solution,  which  conveyed  a  strong  censure 
on  the  Admiralty  Court,  in  the  absence  of 
the  right  hon.  judge  (sir  William  Scott). 

Mr.  Brougham  supported  the  motion. 
Mr.  Marryatt  and  sir  John  Nichol  opposed 
the  motion.  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  Mr.  A.  Baring  and  sir  John  New- 
port supported  it.  Mr.  Herbert  replied, 
and  the  motion  was  then  negatived  with- 
out a  division. 

It  was  then  ordered,  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House,  a  copy  of  the  Licences 
whereby  permission  is  granted  for  importa- 
tion of  goods  of  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  France,  on  the  previous  exportation 
of  British  manufactures  or  colonial  pro- 
duce to  the  amount  of  5L  per  ton  in  value 
upon  the  admeasurement  of  the  exporting 
vessel."  Also,  "  A  copy  of  any  bond  or 
obligation  required  of  any  merchant  or 
others  to  whom  licence  has  been  granted 
to  import  goods  of  the  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  France  (upon  condition  of  first 
e](porting  to  France  goods  of  the  manu- 
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facture  of  England  or  colonial  produce,  to 
the  value  of  51.  per  ton,  on  the  admeasure* 
ment  of  the  exporting  vessel)  to  export 
goods  of  English  manufacture  or  colonial 
produce  to  the  full  value  of  the  goods  irn* 
ported  from  France,  and  of  any  obligation 
to  warehouse  the  French  goods  imported, 
until  the  exportation  of  English  goods 
equrvalent*'' 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  April  17. 

Ten  Pxtitions  op  Christians  fob  Li* 
BBBTY  OP  Conscience.]  Mr.  Whithread 
said  he  held  in  bis  hand  one  Petition, 
and  there  were  lying  by  his  side,  other 
Petitions  of  an  exactly  similar  nature, 
signed  by  between  8,000  and  9,000  per* 
sons,  praying  for  complete  ^.iberty  of 
Conscience  to  all  the  subjects  of  the  Bri- 
sish  empire.  These  Petitions  were  signed 
by  Christions  of  all  denominations,  dis- 
senting from  the  church  (of  England.  It 
was  almost  exactly  similar  to  a  Petition, 
which  be  had  had  the  honour  of  present* 
ing  to  the  House  on  the  same  subject  three 
vears  ago.  In  using  the  word  ''honour,'* 
lie  meant  it  not  to  be  understood,  not  ai 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  expression,  when 
a  person  presented  any  application  to  that 
House,  but  as  expressive  of  the  gratifica- 
tion which  he  felt,  and  honour  which  ho 
esteemed  to  have  been  conferred  on  him, 
in  having  that  Petition  put  into  his  hands 
by  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  liberal 
Christians  in  this  or  any  other  country. 
A  man  who,  during  a  long  life,  had  been 
distinguished  for  universal  benevolence 
and  cnarity,  and  who  was  still  anxious, 
even  at  his  advanced  period  of  life,  not  to 
relax  in  his  exertions,  but  to  'persevere  to 
the  ecd  in  that  course,  and  for  that  object, 
for  which  he  had  laboured  through  life—* 
good  will  to  his  fellow  men,  and  peace 
on  earth !  After  having  said  this,  he  wa$ 
satisfied  that  he  had  sufficiently  designated 
the  person  to  whom  he  alluded,  to  be  the 
Rev.  M.  Wyvill.  The  Petitions  which  he 
had  to  present  were  from  York,  Sheffield, 
Leeds,  Hull,  Norwich,  &c. 

The  Petitions  were  then  broughtup  and 
read,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  were  Christians, 
who  consider  absolute  liberty  of  consci- 
ence respecting  religion  to  be  the  unalien- 
able right  of  all  men,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  men  to  examine  as  diligently  as  may  be 
in  their  power,  the  doctrines  of  religion, 
and   a(ler  such  diligent  txamination,  tQ 
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adopt  and  to  profess  what  may  a()p6ar  to 
them  to  be  the  truth ;  and  that,  in  the  per- 
formance of  that,  duty,  men  ought  not  to 
be  obstructed  dr  discouraged,  or  otherwise 
tempted  to  act  hyprocritically,  by  any 
law  tending  to  bias  them  in  the  cburse  of 
such  examination  of  the  doctrine^  of  reli- 
gion, by  subjecting  thett,  in  the  case  ot 
their  dissenting  from  the  doctriilefe  of  an^ 
established  church,  to  suffer  death  by 
burning  or  otherwise,  or  to  suffer  any  cor- 
poral or  pecuniary  punishment,  or  to  be 
injured  in  their  reputation  by  any  disa- 
bility more  or  less  dssgraceifiil ;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  acknowledge,  with  high 
-satisfaction,  that,  in  the  present  reigti,  con- 
inderable  progress  hais  been  made  towards 
the  full  restoration  of  the  rights  of  con- , 
ircience,  by  the  wisdom  of  parliament  atid 
the  benignity  of  the  kirig  reiscinding  Vari- 
ous laws,  in  whole  or  in  part,  Which  ^isr'e 
violations  of  those  rights ;  yet,  sihcf^  biher  i 
penal  laws,  not  less  injurious  to  those 
rights,  remain  unrepealed,  since  some  of 
these  laws  subject  to  corporal  punishments 
or  pecuniary  penalties,  others,  ad  in  the ! 
.case  of  the  test  laws  passterd  in  the  reign 
of  king  Charles  the  second,  subject  to 
disgrace,  disability,  and  privation  of  civil 
rights,  persons,  whose  only  o&nce  it  is 
that,  in  conformity  with  their  doty,  they 
have  examined  the  doctrines  of  religion, 
and  by  such  examination  hare  been  in- 
duced to  embrace  and  to  profess  Veli^otis 
opinions  different  from  the  doctrines  of 
the  Established  Church ;  and  that  the  Pe- 
titioners feel  it  to  be  their  duty  humbly 
bnt  earnestly  to  remonstrate  against  the 
longer  continuance  of  any  of  those  into- 
lerant laws ;  and  they  do,  in  conformity 
with  the  premises,  expressly  petition  the 
House,  that  every  such  law  may  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  rights  of  conscience  may 
thus  be  restored  to  all  the  subjects  of  this 
United  Kingdom ;  and  the  Petitioners 
humbly  beg  leave  to  add,  that  this  re- 
quest, as  it  appears  to  them,  is  grounded 
on  the  most  evident  considerations  of  jus- 
tice ;  and  they  trust  that  the  compliance 
of  the  state  would  yet  conciliate  the  af- 
fection of  millions  of  their  aggrieved  fel- 
low subjects,  and  unite  them  for  ever  to 
the  interests  of  the  empire :  under  each  of 
these  aspects  their  request  claims,  and 
they  hope  will  be  found  to  deserve,  the 
assent  of  the  House,  as  they  are  statesifien 
anxious  for  the  safety  of  their  country, 
and  as  they  are  moralists  determined  to 
act  impartially  on  the  rules  of  justice  ; 
but,  when  the  Petitioners  consider  farther. 


that  every  attempt  to  inffuehce  nilen  in 
their  choice  akid  profession  of  religiOtt  by 
penal  laws,  whether  corrupt  or  coodpof- 
feitiB  in  thbir  operation,  is  contrary  to  tbi^ 
spirit  of  th^  gospel,  and  forbidden  by  its 
)ptaineH  pttcepts  hi  huhieiious  pasagf66, 
they  hope  it  may  be  alloWed  theM  biot*^ 
particularly,  and  Wi^  all  i^ssible  \eet^est- 
M^ss,  to  ihtreat  ihit  serious  atid  sincere 
Christians  in  the  House  to  interpose  their 
etrdeavour^,  not  only  to  vindicate  theOod- 

ei\  frbtn  tte  t;roDitdl6s&  charge  of  iAto^ 
hiilce,  buUo  imluehce  this  Christian  statfe 
t6  confotni  its  laWI  Ibir  the  protection  of 
the  E^iabliAed  Chtifcb,  to  the  potity,  b6- 
kiignity,  knd  exahed  Integrity  of  the  Yt' 
ligioh  of  the  CiAspel,  t6  rettoonca  the  whohfe 
syatem  o\  persifcutioki,  th6  long  acctfOnula- 
\ion  of  ages  of  b^rbaHsin  and  discord,  and 
to  free  an  almost  cotiatkss  multttvde  of 
injured  individuals  IroKA  the  t^A^tatfon  6f 
et!idnating  tests,  and  the  inor^  oppressive 
severities  of  compulsive  intol^ahc^ ;  by 
the  sucG^d  of  6uc%  satotary  counsels,  at 
once  restoring  concord  and'taf^^tv  t6  the 
empire,  and  freeing  our  national  Church 
IVom  the  last  rejiroaich  of  retaining  tliat 
'support  which  persecuting  \t\n  can  be- 
stow, but  which  Cliristiknity  cfonAetens, 
and  woOld  disdain  to  accept/' 

TtTe  Petitions  w^re^  ordered  t6  \tif  on 
Itbe  table. 

Mr*  Whuhrcad  then  said,  that  ifttQ  it 
not  for  the  circutnitance^  of  the  present 
trmes,  )re  IhotiM  bring  foriirard  a  specific 
proposition  on  tile  subjec/t  Of  these  I^eti- 
tions.  Conddering,  botirever,  that  a  right 
hon.  friend  of  his  had  given  notice  of  a 
motion  which  Wuld  shortly  come  before 
the  Rbuae,  and  which  would  involve  the 
interests  of  Christians  of  every  denomina- 
tion ;  going,  as  it  naturally  would,  to  the 
repeal  of  all  the  disabilities  of  the  present 
day,  he  should  wait,  therefore,  the  result 
of  that  discussion,  which,  be  presumed, 
would  be  for  a  committee  of  the  House  to 
take  this  important  question  into  consi- 
deration. Being  now  on  his  legs,  how- 
ever, he  begged  leave  to  state,  that  unless 
the  decision  of  the  cpurt  of  King's-bench 
on  a  case  now  pending  before  them,  should 
render  the  thing  unnecessary,  he  slioutd 
submit  to  the  House  a  motion  on  a  subject 
not  altogether  unconnected  with  religious 
toleration.  It  had  hitherto  been  supposed, 
that  it  was  reauired  of  magistrates  to 
tender  the  oaths  to  persons  wishing  to 
qualify  for  preaching  or  teaching,  who 
tendered  themselves.  This  had  hitherto 
been  considered  to  be  the  Iaw«  but  it  was 
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now  alleged  that  it  was  not  so»  and  a  more 
limited  interpretation  was  now  wished  to 
be  giTen  to  the  enactment  of  the  statute. 
If  the  court  of  KingV bench  should  decide 
in  favour  of  this  more  limited  construc- 
tion, he  gave  notice^  that  be  should,  on  the 
29th  of  April,  bring  forward  a  proposition 
for  making  that  which  was  the  more  li- 
beral interpretation,  the  legal  interpreta- 
tion also. 

Petition  '  prom  Dudley^  bespbcting 
THE  Renewal  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's Charter.]  Mr.  Lyucltcn  present- 
ed a  Petition  from  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  inhabitants  of  Dudley.  He 
said  he  felt  it  his  duty,'  in  presenting  this 
Petition,  to  state  to  the  House,  that  in  the 
populous  neighbourhood  of  Dudley  there 
was  at  this  moment  the  greatest  distress 
prevailing,  from  the  very  high  price  of 
provisions;  that  the  higher  classes  of  ma- 
nufacturers in  that  town  and  neigbourhood 
had  on  all  occasions  evinced  their  loyalty 
and  patriotism,  and  from  these  praise- 
worthy principles,  had  always  endeavour- 
ed to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  working 
men,  by  expending  their  capitals  in  giving 
them  employment,  in  hopes  that  the  Ame- 
rican markets  would  soon  be  opened^  and 
the  monopoly  of  iImb  East  India  Company 
done  away  ;  so  that  new  sources  might  be 
opened  to  the  encouragement  of  British 
industry  and  adventure;  but  he  was  afraid  it 
could  not  be  done  much  longer ;  and  it 
seemed  necessary  the  House  should  give 
attention  to  the  subject. 

The  Petition  was  then  read,  setting 
forth, 

**  That  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent to  the  House  the  distressed  situation 
of  the  numerous  manufacturers  of  that 
populous  town  and  neighbourhood;  and 
that  in  consequence  of  the  great  depres- 
sion in  trade,  the  labouring  inechanics 
have  not  sufficient  employment  to  enable 
them  to  maintain  their  families  qmd  to  pre- 
serve them  from  want ;  and  the  petitioners 
look  up  to  the  House  as  the  representatives 
and  protectors  of  this  great  commercial 
empire,  and  indulge  a  confident  hope,  that 
the  House  will  adopt  sucb  measures  as 
may  be  best  calculated  to  remedy  the  dis- 
tresses and  difficulties  under  which  they 
are  at  present  labouring;  and  the  peti- 
tioners are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  expedient 
to  discontinue  the  commercial  monopoly 
of  the  East  India  Company  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  present  Charter ;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  ibem  to  be  both  unreasonable  a;;^ 


unjust,  that  British  subjects  should  be  de« 
nied  the  privilege  of  trading  to  India 
whilst  it  is  allowed  to  neutral  nations ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  for  the  abolition  of  the  comm6r« 
cial  monopoly  of  the  E^ist  Jndia  Company^ 
or  at  least  such  part  thereof  as  to  theif 
wisdom  may  seem  expedient." 

Mr.  Creevcy  wished  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  a  question.  That  rieh^ 
hon.  gentleman  had  lately  signified  his  m* 
tention  to  bring  forward  certain  propor- 
tions, thtf  week  after  next,  respecting  th^ 
Company's  renevval  of  their  Charter.  Oqf 
former  occasions  of  this  kind,  a  statement 
of  the  Company's  affairs  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  which  was  referred  to  ^ 
Committee,  and  a  report  made  thereon : 
but  it  would  be  impossible  this  could  novf 
be  done,  so  that  the  members  would  htrp 
time  to  consider  the  report  in  the  present 
session.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  be  ii^* 
formed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whe* 
ther  he  meant  to  persist  in  his  notice ;  as, 
considering  ^11  the  outports  of  tbe  country 
had  their  delegates  in  town,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  to  this  important  ques- 
tion, it  was  highly  desirable  to  know  whe- 
ther it  would  really  come  on  or  not  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  aii* 
swered,  that  he  had  certainly  mentioned 
his  intention  of  submitting  certain  resolu- 
tions on  that  subject  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  the  week  after  next; 
and,  if  he  had  altered  bis  intention,  h^ 
should  have  signified  the  same  to  tbf 
House.  It  was  his  intention  not  only  tp 
submit  that  business  to  the  coiisideratioi^ 
of  the  House,  but  to  carry  it  through  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  unless  difficultief 
should  s^rise  of  which  he  h^d  at  present  no 
conception. 

PbTITIQN  FaOM  THE  HALLA)fS|llHE  CUT* 
LBRS,    RESPECTING    THE  Re^EWAL   OF    THf 

East  India  Company's  Charter.]  Mr. 
Wilhaforce  presented  a  petition  from  the 
master  wardens  searchers  assistants  an.^ 
commonalty  of  the  coippapy  of  cutlers, 
within  tiallamshire,  in  the  county  of  Yor]^, 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  are  of  opinion 
that  a  free  trad^  tq  every  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  dominions  is  the  natural  right  of 
^11  his  subjects ;  and  that  such  trade  ought 
to  be  liable  to  no  restrictions  which  do  not 
more  evidently  promote  the  advantage  of 
the  common wealtfi,  whence,  in  their  very 
principle,  restrictions  are  only  temporary, 
and  ought  to  be  remoyed  as  soon  as  thf 
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balance  of  public  interest  between  a  free 
trade  and  a  monopoly  is  restored  in  favour 
of  the  former :  and  that,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1814,  the  entire  right  of  commerce 
in  the  seas  and  to  the  territories  between 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of 
Magellan,  granted  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, will  expire,  when  the  free  trade  in 
those  seas  and  to  those  territories  will  of 
course  revert  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
to  w))om  it  belongs,  and  from  whom  it 
ought  not  to  be  withheld,  unless  the  pa- 
ramount interest  of  the  state  itself  requires 
a  continuance  of  the  afore-mentioned  mo- 
nopoly ;  and  that,  since  the  incorporation 
of  the  East  India  Company^the  British  do- 
minions in  that  quarter  of  the  globe  have 
been  so  greatly  enlarged,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  Company,  in  its  present  cir- 
cumstances, to  carry  on  a  traffic  through- 
out the  East,  commensurate  to  the  extent 
of  territory  under  the  government  or  the 
controul  of  his  Majesty,  whence  their  mo- 
nopoly is  not  even  beneficial  to  themselves 
in  proportion  as  it  is  detrimental  to  the 
general  interests  of  British  commerce ; 
and  that  it  is  well  known  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  East  India  Company  has  not 
increased  with  the  glorious  progress  of  h)s 
Majesty's  arms,  which  have  left  the  ene- 
mies of  Britain  without  a  colony ;  and 
that  the  annual  exports  of  our  home  ma- 
nufactures to  all  the  regions  of  the  East, 
scarcely  amount  to  one  fifth  of  the  ordi- 
nary exports  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, though  the  former  countries  exceed 
the.  latter  sevenfold  in  extent,  and  fifty- 
fold  in  population;  hence  the  Petitioners 
presume  that,  after  the  expiration  of  their 
charter,  the  Company  still  remaining  a 
corporation,  may  fully,  if  not  more  pro- 
fitably, employ  their  funds  in  the  trade  as 
heretofore,  while  the  mother  country  will 
be  benefited  beyond  what  it  has  bieeri  or 
can  be  under  the  monopoly,  to  the  extent 
of  the  additional  commerce  opened  by  the 
industry  spirit  and  capital  of  enterprizing 
individuals ;  and  that  the  intercourse  with 
the  East  Indies,  prohibited  to  the  subjects 
of  these  realms,  having  been  conceded  to 
foreign  powers  in  amity  with  his  Majesty, 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  of 
America  have  been  enriching  themselves 
commercially  and  politically,  exalting 
their  own  nation,  and  supplying  many 
parts  of  the  world  with  Bobi  India  pro- 
duce, to  the  loss  of  this  country :  and  that 
the  Petitioners  will  not  dwell  here  on  the 
difficulties  under  whichj  as  merchants  and 
manufacturers,  the  namerous  inhabitants 


of  their  district  labour  ifi  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  but  they  look, 
with  confidence,  to  their  representatives  in 
parliament  for  relief,  under  temporary  ca- 
lamities, by  an  unreserved  grant  of  every 
facility  to  commerce  which  the  interest  of 
the  whole  state  demands,  and  which  the 
most  liberal  policy  will  justify;  and  they 
do  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  intreat 
the  House,  not  to  deprive  the  whole  body 
of  British  merchants  of  any  part  of  their 
rightful  inheritance,  a  free  trade  to  every 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  by  re- 
newing the  charter  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany ;  and  they  rely  on  the  wisdom  and 
virtue  of  parliament  thus  to  turn  to  the 
utmost  advantage  the  immense  possessions 
of  our  soirereign  in  the  East,  to  counter- 
balance, in  some  measure,  the  iniquitODS 
and  tyrannical  prohibitions  of  our  ene- 
my on  the  continent  of  Europe,  to  com- 
pensate for  the  interruption  of  friendly  in- 
tercourse, whether  temporary  or  perma- 
nent, with  the  United  States  of  America, 
and,  above  all,  to  render  this  country  so 
far  independent  of  commerce  with  rival 
nations,  that,  whether  at  war  or  at  peace, 
we  may  have  strength  and  resources  within 
ourselves  to  conduct  the  former  with  glory 
and  success,  and  to  enjoy  the  latter  with 
honour  and  security/^- 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

PETfTlON  FROM  SHEFFIELD  AGAINST  THE 

Orders  in  Council.]  Mr.  fVilbetfarce 
presented  a  Petition  from  several  mer- 
chants manufacturers  and  others  the  loyal 
inhabitants  of  the  populous  town  of  Shef- 
field, in  the  county  of  York,  and  its  vici- 
nity, setting  forth, 

'*  That  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
wealth  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  derived 
from  commerce  and  manufactures,  and 
the  town  and  vicinity  of  Sheffield  are  par- 
ticularly indebted  to  these  for  the  means 
of  support ;  and  that  of  all  foreign  markets 
yet  discovered  for  the  sale  of  our  manu- 
factures the  United  States  of  America  has' 
been  the  most  important;  and  that  the 
Orders  in  Council  to  counteract  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  of  the  enemy  have 
for  a  long  period  deprived  the  Petitioners 
of  this  most  valuable  niarket,  in  conse- 
qtience  of  which  many  of  their  towns-peo- 
ple and  neighbours  are  unemployed,  and 
their  fiimilies  dependent  on  the  poor  rates 
for  subsistence ;  and  they  solemnly  assure 
the  House,  that  if  they  regarded  those 
Orders  as  necessary  for  supporting  the 
lionour  and  dignity,  the  just  rights  and  io» 
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dependence  of  the  United  Kingdom,  they 
would  willingly  bear  the  pressure  without 
a  murmur;  but,  they  are  persuaded  that 
they  are  unnecessary  for  these  desirable 
ends,  that  they  have  proved  most  disas- 
trous to  those,  whom  they  were  intended 
to  benefit,  and  most  advantageous  to  the 
enemy,  whom  they  were  intended  to  dis- 
tress ;  instead  of  retaliating  upon  France 
the  evils  which  her  unjust  and  atrocious 
Decrees  were  framed  to  inflict,  they  hav^ 
rendered  those  Decrees  effdctual  against 
ourselves,  and  have  done  that  injury  to 
our  commerce  and  manufactures  which  all 
the  measures  of  our  enemy  had  vainly  at- 
tempted to  produce  ;  anci  the  Petitioners 
are  further  of  opinion,  that  such  is  the 
predominant  influence  of  France  over  a 
vast  portion  of  the  European  continent, 
that  she  can  command  the  supply  of  every 
necessary  article  without  possessiug  a 
single  flag  on  the  ocean,  while  the  exclu- 
sion of  other  nations  from  her  ports, 
caused  partly  by  her  own,  but  more  ef- 
fectually by  our  regulations,  has  en- 
couraged within  her  dominions  manufac- 
tures which  would  not  otherwise  have 
arisen ;  and  that  the  Orders  in  Council, 
by  producing  an  amazing  extension  of 
the  liceqce  system,  have  not  only  depriv- 
ed this  country  of  A  considerable  amount 
of  bullion,  but  also  enabled  France  to  trade 
unmolested  on  our  own  coasts,  and  create  a 
navy  which  may,  in  time,  become  truly 
formidable;  and  that  by  allowing  the  in- 
tervention of  neutrals,  we  exclude  our- 
selves from  the  only  chance  of  carrying 
on  a  profitable  trade  with  the  enemy,  and 
are  in  imminent  danger  of  seeing  our 
friends  arrayed  against  us  under  the  ban- 
ners of  France  ;  and  that  should  the  Peti- 
tioners' hopes  of  preserving  peace  with 
America  be  disappointed,  and  that  most 
valuable  mart  for  their  languishing  manu- 
factures be  totally  destroyed,  they  fear 
that  the  consequences  would  be  ruinous  to 
themselves,  and  extensively  hurtful  to  the 
country ;  and  praying  the  House  to  re- 
commend to  his  ro3'al  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  to  rescind  those  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Petitioners, 
have  failed  to  produce  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects intended,  and  while  they  have  en- 
riched the  enemy,  have  deeply  injured 
our  friends.*' 

Petition  from  Birmingham  against 
THE  Orders  in  Council.]  Sir  Charles 
Mordaunt  presented  a  Petition  from  seve- 
ral merchants,  manufacturers,  and  other 


inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Birmingham, 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  most  humbly  re* 
present  to  the  House,  that  the  industry  and 
ingenuity  of  British  manufacturers,  aided 
by  the  spirit  of  our  invaluable  constita- 
tioD,  have  produced  those  great  mechanical 
improvements,  and  called  forth  that  di- 
vision of  labour,  which  have  given  to  the  ^ 
merchants  of  this  country  a  pre-eminence 
in  foreign  markets,  and  have  greatly  con« 
tributed  to  support  that  naval  superiority 
which  has  hitherto  constituted  the  strength 
and  security  of  the  nation ;    and  that  not 
only  the  revenue,  but  the  very  existence 
of  society  in  its  present  state  in  this  coun- 
try,  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of  its 
manufactures  and  commerce ;    and  that 
they  view  with   the  deepest  regret  the 
present  ruinous  situation  of  the  manufac. 
tares  and  commerce  of  the  United  King« 
dom,  and  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  Orders  in  Council,  by  closing  their 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  are  a  principal  cause 
of  the  evils  they  deplore ;    and  that  they 
consider  the  system  of  licences  as  a.virtual 
acknowledgment  of  the  impolicy  of  th6 
Orders  in  Council,  giving  relief  to  their 
inveterate  enemy,  affording  a  just  causa 
of  complaint  to  those  whom  they  desire 
to  consider  their  friends,  degrading  to  the 
character  ef  the  British  merchant,  sub- 
versive of  morality,  and  highly  injurious 
to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  a  system 
which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  aflbrds  a 
partial  and  dear-bought  assistance  to  the 
commerce  of  the  metropolis,  renders  not 
the  smallest  relief  to  the  distressed  manu« 
faciurers  of  the  United  Kingdom;    and 
that,  when   nearly  all   the   channels  of 
trade    to    the   continent  of  Europe    are 
closed,  the  commerce  of  the  East,  possess- 
ed by  an  exclusive  monopoly,  and  the 
national  expenditure  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  the  world,  the  Petitioners  deem 
it  incumbent  upon  them  earnestly  to  re- 
commend to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
the  propriety  of  revoking  those  measures 
which  the  Petitioners  conceive  to  have 
been  originally  contrary  to  the  recognised 
laws  of  nations,    inconsistent    with    the 
principles  of  sound   policy,   and  which 
threaten  to  involve  this  kingdom  in  a  war 
with  its  most  valuable  commercial  con- 
nection, America,  a  country  linked   to 
England  by  the  powerful  affinities  of  com- 
mon origin,  similarity  of  language,  laws 
and  manners;    and  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Petitioners,  the  direct  tendency  of 
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the  Orders  in  Council  is  to  force  America 
upon  her  own  resources^  and  to  oblige  her 
to  becotne  a  manufacturing  nation  much 
earlier  than^  in  the  natural  course  of 
events,  would  be  the  case ,  aqd  that  the 
town  ^nd  neighbourhood  of  Birmingham^ 
qqn^s^ining  a  most  numerous  "population, 
and  beh^g  unquestionably  oqe  of  the  most 
important  manufacturing  districts  in  the 
British  empire,  have  greatly  depended 
tipon  a  friendly  iptercourse  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  are  suflfer- 
ing  most  severely  under  the  operation  of 
%k^  Orders  in  Council ;  and  that,  if  this 
destructive  system  be  persisted  in,  thou- 
sands of  laborious  and  respectable  me- 
chanics will  inevitably  be  deprived  of  their 
present  partial  and  precarious  employ- 
ment; and  whilst  the  Petitioners  deplore 
their  distressed  situation,  aggravated  by 
the  advancing  price  of  every  necessary  of 
life,  their  concern  is  greatly  heightened 
.  by  the  consideration,  that  the  capital  of 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  is  rapid- 
ly absorbing  in  stock,  constantly  depre- 
ciating in  value,  their  ability  to  participate 
in  the  increasing  burdens  of  the  statejpro- 
portionably  diminishing,  and  their  efforts 
consequently  paralysed,  at  a  period  when 
all  practicable  means  should-  be  resorted 
to  for  cementing  national  union,  and  sup- 
porting with  vigour  -the  momentous  con- 
test in  which  we  are  engaged ;  and  ear- 
nestly praying  the  House  to  take  measures 
for  obtaining  a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council." 

On  the  motion  that  the  Petition  do  lie 
tn  the  table, 

Mr.  Baring  rose,  and  said,  that  it  was 
ipupossible  for  him  to  see  Petitions  of  this 
kind,  signed  by  1 4',000  persons,  presented 
te  that  House^  without  feeling  a  sensation 
of  regret  that  they  should  so  silently  be 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  He  could  not 
(think  of  the  distresses  under  which  the 
Petitioners  laboured,  and  which  in  other 
places  had  led  to  confusions  and  riots  of 
.the  9iost  alarming  kind,  without  in  some 
measure  calling  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject.  The  effects  which  these 
Orders  in  Council  were  calcul^kted  to  pro- 
duce were  now  seen  on  the  people  of 
JSngland.  The  present  Petitioners  were 
not  disloyal  or  disaffected  persons-— they 
wer£  not  men  dispofed  to  ofatstruct  the 
governmen^^— but  t9  support  it.  They 
had  even  beep  willing  to  suppose  that  the 
measures  adopted  were  salutary  ones,  and, 
in  expectation  of  a  change  for  the  better, 
ib^  nwUsrs  ba4  gone  on  keeping  their 
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workmen  in  employment,  though  to  a 
limited  extent;  till  now,  seeing  them- 
selves reduced  to  ruin  by  their  exertions 
to  carry  on  their  trade  under  every  disad- 
vantage, and  those  under  thei^  broqght  to 
a  state  of  starvation,  they  could  no  longer 
shut  their  eyes  against  the  conviction,  that 
their  calamities  arose  from  th^  obstructions 
imposed  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  commerce.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  one  to  converse  with 
those  persQps, who  ha>d  come  up  in  order 
to  present  those  Petitions,  without  being 
convinced  of  these  facts — that  there  were 
great  orders  from  America  which  the  ma- 
nufacturers CQuld  not  execute,  and  that 
they  \kdid,  in  their  different  lines  of  busi- 
ness, great  stocks  of  goods  which  they 
could  not  export,  on  account  of  those  ob- 
structions, all  of  which  arose  from  the 
Orders  in  Council.  It  was  not  his  intention 
now  to  go  into  any  discussion  on  the  policy 
of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  he  should  only 
express  a  hope  that  when  all  the  Petitions 
on  the  subject  were  presented,  some  gen- 
tleman would  bring  forward  the  question, 
and  that  the  House  would  no  longer  be 
led  astray  by  speculative  opinions,  but 
would  listen  to  the  statements  of  those 
who  were  really  interested  in  the  question, 
and  who  90  severely  felt  the  weight  of  the 
pressure  and  distress  brought  upon  them 
by  these  Orders  in  Council.  The  govern- 
ment of  this  country  began  by  excluding 
the  trade  of  neutrals;  then  they  adopted 
measures  which  they  thought  were  calcu- 
lated to  distress  the  enemy  ;  and,  in  what 
had  this  ended,  but  in  the  complete  ruin 
of  our  own  manufactures  ? — and  in  grant- 
ing licences  to  bnng  into  this  country  the 
manufactures  of  our  enemies,  for  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  found  a 
market. — If  this  was  not  the  language  of 
their  printed  licences,  he  could  not  say 
what  those  licences  meant,  extending, 
as  they  did,  to  lawns,  laces,  silk,  per- 
fumery, and  all  other  articles  of  French 
manufacture.  If  this  country  and  France 
had  been  in  a  state  of  perfect  peace,  there 
was  not  another  article  which  France 
could  have  asked  permission  to  import 
into  this  country,  save  only  wine  and 
brandy ;— >and  the  only  condition  required 
for  all  this  was,  that  there  should  in  return 
be  loaded  and  exported  from  this  countiy, 
goods  to  the  amount  of  51,  sterling,  for 
every  ton's  burden  of  the  vessel—This 
was  the  species  of  re(:iprocity,  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  established  for  the 
manufacturers  and  traders  of  this  country ; 
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and  the  House  could  not  well  err  astd  the 
opinion  to  be  formed  of  such  measures, 
when  they  saw  from  the  Petitions  on  the 
table  what  was  the  result.  This  51.  per 
ton  mentioned  in  the  licences  was  merely 
npniinal,  and  in  lieu  of  this  5L  there  might 
be  imported  into  this  country  to  the  amount 
of  5,000/.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  now  explain  to  the  House, 
what  reciprocity  there  was  ih  this  trade 
which  he  had  given  bs,  and  which  no 
commercial  man  was  able  to  understand. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  indeed, 
that  our  manufacturers  were  in  a  state  of 
sufiering  at  the  time  these  Orders  Sn 
Co'uncil  were  passed  ;  but  there  was  no 
statement  from  any  of  the  manufacturing 
towns  to  warrant  such  an  assertion.  He 
could  tell  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and 
so  would  all  these  Petitioners,  that  at  the 
time  alluded  to,  the  trade  with  America 
was  rapidly  increasing,  and  was  greater 
than  any  thing  which  he  could  obtain  for 
them  from  all  the  continent  of  Europe.^- 
He  was  sorry  to  think  that  one  of  the 
means  of  alleviating  the  distresses,  under 
which  our  manufacturers  now  laboured, 
namely,  that  of  throwing  open  the  trade 
to  the  East  Indies,  instead  of  being  a  boon 
would  increase  their  sufferings,  while  it 
endangered  the  safety  of  eur  Indian  em- 
pire. Throwing  open  that  trade,  be  was 
satisfied,  could  never  materially  increase 
the  demand  for  the  manufactures  of  this 
country  in  the  East,  and  this  would  ope- 
rate as  an  addition,  rather  than  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  distresses  at  present  felt^y 
our  manufacturers,  and  would  in  an  espe- 
cial manner  disappoint  the  expectations 
of  those  who  speculated  in  adventures  to 
the  East.  In  these  circumstances,  he  con- 
tended, that  the  House  was  called  on  to 
appoint  a  committee,  to  consider  in  what 
manner  the  sufferings  of  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  could  most  effectually  and 
materially  be  diminished.  What  the 
House  could  do,  they  were  called  on  now 
to  do:  it  was  plain,  that  no  good  was  to 
be  expected  from  the  fanciful  and  visionary 
speculations  in  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  been  indulging. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  as  tht^  Orders  in  Council 
would  soon,  as  staled  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, come  before  them  for  general  dis- 
cussion, he  would  now  abstain  from  that 
subject  so  incidentally  introduced.  With 
respect  to  the  Licence  trade,  too,  as  the 
papers  and  licences  were  to  be  laid  on 
their  table  on  Monday  ;  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  as  well  to  leave  that  matter  till  a 


fitter  tifhe,  when  the  necessary  ihfotmlt- 
tion  wak  before  tbem»  The  hon.  gehtl«- 
man  had  sard,  that  for  the  value  of  5L  per 
ton  exported,  all  the  manufactures  t|f 
France  were  permitted  to  be  brought  int6 
this  country*— but  he  had  toot  stated,  thai 
on  these  manufactures  sb  heaTy  a  duly 
was  imposed,  as  sufficiently  to  protect  the 
British  trader.  On  linen  end  lawns,  for 
instance,  there  was  a  duty  of  ISO  petr  cent. ; 
and,  as  for  lace  and  cambric,  the  penni8«-^ 
sion  to  import  th^,  he  believed,  did  nol 
add  a  single  y&vd  to  the  quantity  brought 
into  the  country  ;  and  it  was  apota  thiA 
principle,  that  all  administrations  nad  per- 
mitted them  to  be  imported.  He  trusted^ 
the  House  would  not  allow  itself  to  be 
drawn  into  a  discussion  every  day  on  the 
same  subjects.  As  for  thie  iron  manufac- 
turers in  Dudley  and  Binninghaln,  he 
kne^,  that  they  felt  the  existing  piressard 
more  than  aiiy  other  description  of  per^ 
sons,  as  their  articles  were  more  limited 
to  thfe  American  market.  But  the  House^ 
on  discussing  the  subject,  would  be  able 
to  see,  whether  or  not  our  American  trade 
was  injured  by  the  Oders  in  Council 
which  were  not  issued  for  the  putposea 
menlioh^sd  by. the  hon.  geYitleknan,  bud 
for  the  porpose  of  retorting  upon  our  ene- 
my, IVante.  No  doubt,  tne  manufac- 
turet%  in  this  country  were,  at  this  mo- 
ment, suffering  greatly ;  but  the  question 
was,  whether  their  sufferings  proceeded 
from  these  Orders,  or,  as  he  contended^ 
from  the  measures  of  Buonaparte  ?  If  the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  would  hurt  the 
country  generally,  though  it  might  reliere 
a  certain  proportion  of  distress,  they  were 
placed  in  a  very  painful  dilemma,  in  de« 
ciding  upon  the  line  of  conduct  incum- 
bent upon  them  as  a  legislature,  t6  jour- 
sue,  either  to  come  to  that  revocation,  or 
continue  to  lock  up  America  from  trade. 
No  person  could  feel  more  sensibly  than 
he  did  for  the  di^esses  of  our  manufac- 
turers, and  he  wks  satisfied  their  motive 
in  petitioning  was  most  pure ;  but  it  by 
no  means  followed  that  those  distresses 
were  occasioned  by  the  Orders  in  Council. 
In  Birmingham  he  was  happy  to  thinly 
that  the  manufacturers  still  continued  to 
keep  the  workmen  employed,  though  the 
pressure  upon  them  Was  great ;  and  he 
had  also  the  satisfaction  of  understanding, 
that  the  poor's  rates  had  been  reduced  in 
Birmingham  within  the  last  three  years. 

Sir  C.  Mardaunt  confirmed  the  state- 
ment, that  Birmingham  was  not  actually  in 
that  state  of  distreii  which  warranted  the 
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use  of  sach  a  hard  word  as  "  starvation.'' 
Sach  an  allegation  ought  not  to  go  forth 
uncontradicted.  It  was  true  that  Birming- 
ham suffered  in  common  with  all  other 
places  in  the  empire,  but  the  want  of  em- 
ployment had  hitherto  not  been  felt  there. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  aware,  that  dis* 
tress  of  that  kind  must  soon  attach  to  the 
manufacturers,  as,  from  their  immense 
stock  on  hand,  they  must  either  find  a 
market,  or  cease  to  employ  their  workmen. . 
As  a  proof  that  they  had  not  yet  been  se- 
verely afflicted,  he  corroborated  the  state- 
ment of  the  light  bon.  gentleman  who  pre- 
ceded him,  that  the  Poor's  Rates  had  de- 
creased, and  notice<l  that  the  recruiting 
service  was  very  slack.  As  for  America, 
she  could  not  do  without  Birmingham — she 
could  not  even  shave  herself,  or  catch  her 
mice  without  their  aid.  He  had  only  fur- 
ther to  notice,  that  the  signers  of  this  Pe- 
tition were  loyal  men,  who,  if  they  were 
convinced  that  even  their  immediate  pri* 
yations  were  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
would  be  content  to  retire  from  trade,  and 
dig  potatoes  in  their  gardens. 

Mr.  WhUhread  conceded  that  the  hon. 
baronet  had  given  a  true  description  of 
the  condition  of  Birmingham  ;  but  while 
he  gave  credit  to  the  hon.  baronet,  he  was 
also  bound  to  believe  what  was  stated  by 
the  petitioners,  who  were  Birmingham 
men,  and  whose  account  in  some  points 
varied  very  much  from  his.  They  stated, 
that  if  the  Orders  in  Council  were  not  re- 
voked ruin  would  follow,  and  he  perfectly 
believed  the  fact.  It  was  true  the  la- 
bourers had  not  yet  felt  what  it  was  to  be 
out  of  employment,  because  the  manufac- 
turers, in  an  exemplary  manner,  and 
bighly  to  their  honour,  had  in  these  pe» 
rilous  times  forgone  all  those  advantages 
to  which  commercial  men  usually  looked 
—-they  had  exhausted  their  capital  for  the 
lake  of  employing  their  men,  and  avoiding 
those  dreadful  consequences  and  disorders, 
the  end  of  which  it  was  not  easy  to  fore- 
see, but  of  which  every  moment  was 
bringing  them  tidings  from  various  quar- 
ters of  the  kingdom.  In  such  circum- 
stances, the  House  was  peculiarly  called 
on  to  do  all  that  in  them  lay,  to  ward  ofT 
impending  ruin  from  persons  of  this  meri- 
torious description.  All  these  things  de- 
manded enquiry,  and  proved  the  expe- 
diency of  referring  it  to  a  committee  to 
ascertain,  by  their  deliberative  wisdom,  if 
in  their  complaint  these  manufacturers  as- 
signed the  true  rauses,  and  what  could  be 
done  for  their  relief.     The  House  would 
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compare  the  march  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman this  year  with  his  march  the  year 
preceding.     Last  year,  when  a  calamitous 
case  was  stated,  though  by  no  means  com- 
parable with  the  present,  out  of  respect  to 
the   petitioners,  although  he  knew   that 
their  prayers  could  not  be  attended  to,  he 
had  agreed  to,  or  rather  himself  proposed, 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  exa- 
mine that  case.     But  now  all  enquiry  was 
refused.     He  asked  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man to  say,  if  he  would  consent  to  allay  the 
exasperated  feelings  of  the  country ;  and 
if  it  was  his  intention,  now  when  he  saw 
the  whole  heart  of  England  in  confusion, 
to  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee  to  en- 
quire if  the  complaints  made  were  well 
founded,  and,  if  it  must  be  so,  to  tell  the 
unhappy  complainants  there  was  no  relief? 
Last  year,  upon  a  most  extraordinary  re- 
port as  ever  came  from  a  committee,  ex- 
chequer bills  for  the  relief  of  our  great 
manufacturers  had  been  issued,  the  whole 
of  which  bad  been  employed  in  continu- 
ing the  labours  of  the  poor.  Of  these  bills 
one  instalment  had  fallen  due,  and  was 
paid — another  instalment  was  due  to-mor- 
row.   Now  had  not  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man been  told,  that  so  great  was  the  dis- 
tress of  the  persons  assisted,  that  having 
expended  the  money  in  the  creditable  way 
he  had  mentioned,  they  were  unable  to 
make  good  or  meet  this  payn^ent  ?    Bir- 
mingham, they  were  informed,  had  not 
suffered  actual  distress  ;    but  if  not  so,  it 
was  on  the  very  verge  of  suffering.     The 
House  {lad  been  taught  by  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  ex- 
pect that  the  master  manufacturer  would 
be  completely  relieved,  and  instead  of  tha^t 
they  found  he  could  not  repay  the  money 
advanced  for  his  aid  !    Was  it  not  a  time 
then  to  take  these  petitions  into  considera- 
tion ?  and  did  it  not  become  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  consent  to  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  effects  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
they  were  the  causes  of  these  calamities  i 
He  could  not  help    thinking    the  hon. 
baronet  had  been  rather  indiscreet  in  the 
way  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  America. 
If  America  was  shut,  Birmingham  must  be 
idle;   and  if  idle,  the  population  would 
starve.     Her  ports  then  most  be  opened, 
either  by  necessity  or  by  policy.     Policy 
had  hitherto  had  a  contrary  effect;  and 
he  disliked  the  taunting  tone  in  which  it 
was  said,  that  America  could  not  eveji 
shave  herself,  or  catch  her  mice  without 
our  aid.    It  was  insulting  to  America,  to 
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tell  her,  she  was  so  dependant  on  Birming- 
kam,  that  she  could  not  do  the  most 
trifling  thing  without  aid  from  that  place. 
The  hon.  baronet  might  until  lately  have 
told  us  -that  America  could  not  ride  her 
horse,  that  she  could  not  shoe  her  horse, 
that  she  could  not  drive  a  nail  without 
Birmingham.  America  however  had  learn- 
ed to  ride  and  shoe  a  horse,  without  the 
did  formerly  asked  ;  and,  if  they  looked  at 
tlie  latest  orders  to  Birmingham,  they 
would  find  that  bridle- bits  and  nails  were 
excluded  from  those  orders,  America  hav- 
ing  been  induced  to  manufacture  these 
articles  herself.  This  shewed  the  progress 
of  the  arts  in  America — and  so  they  would 
continue  to  progress,  if  Great  Britain  con* 
tinned  her  policy  ;  from  making  nails,  she 
would  arrive  at  the  manufacture  of  the 
most  important  articles.  In  short,  if  they 
shut  America  now,  they  shut  it  forever. 
For  these  reasons,  and  on  account  of  all  the 
frightful  things  passing  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  he  demanded  enquiry. — The  ac- 
counts from  Sheffield,  from  Manchester, 
from  Leeds,  from  Huddersfield,  were  such, 
that  if  the  House  read  in  the  newspapers 
similar  intelligence  from  Ireland,  they 
would  at  once  conclude  that  that  country 
was  in  a  state  of  insurrection  and  rebel- 
lion.—But  in  England  these  events  did  not 
seem  to  make  the  same  impression,  and 
because  they  were  new  and  uncommon, 
they  were  not  considered  to  be  of 
the  importance  they  were.  Let  them  do 
something  to  soothe  the  feelings  of  the 
country,  and  not  be  told,  when  they  press- 
ed for  enquiry,  that  they  were  using  in- 
flammatory language,  and  not  falling  into 
the  proper  loyal  course ;  let  them  not  be  told 
that  their  petitions  were  treasonable,  and 
that  they  were  influenced  by  persons  with 
whom  they  had  never  communicated : 
that  they  did  not  feel  their  sutFerings,  but 
were  persuaded  by  party  men  to  violent 
acts.  And  what  were  these  violent  acts  ? 
Petitioning  parliament  and  the  Regent  for 
relief.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  right 
hoB.  gentleman  would  declare,  if  a  Commit- 
tee was  moved  for,  if  he  would  consent  to 
its  appointment.  One  topic  had  this  night 
surprised  him— he  alluded  to  the  licences. 
He  was  astonished  to  learn,  that  after  im- 
porting all  the  manufactures  of  France,  a 
vessel  was  only  required  to  export  to  the 
value  of  5/.  per  ton  of  import,  instead  as  he 
bad  before  understood  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  of  being  obliged, 
in  the  fir^t  instance,  to  export  to  that 
amount,  and,  on  reiurningi  to  put  her  im- 
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ported  cargo  under  the  king's  lock*  till  m 
cargo  of  equal  value  in  colonial  prodoca 
was  exported.  Now  he  saw  that  a  ship 
might  go  out  in  ballast,  and  that  bota 
etiquette  and  reciprocity  were  sacrificed. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  and 
expectation  of  some  relief  being  granted, 
and  his  anxiety  for  an  answer  Kom  tha 
right  hon.  gentleman. 

Sir  C  MordaufU  said,  that  when  a  mo* 
tion  was  made  for  a  Committee,  it  should 
have  his  support 

Mr.  Rose,  in  explanation,  stated,  that 
vessels  could  not  go  out  in  ballast-— they 
must  take  out  to  the  value  of  51,  per  ton, 
and  if  they  imported  wine  or  brandy,  the  j 
must  export  an  equal  value  of  colonial  pro-' 
duce. 

The  Chancellor  (^  the  Exchequer  said,  ha 
did  not  rise  to  enter  into  any  general  dis* 
cussion  on  the  Orders  in  Council ;  but 
after  what  had  passed,  he  felt  himself 
called  on  to  make  a  few  observationt. 
The  hon.  g^tleman  had  stated,  that  the 
petitions  came  from  persons  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  forming  their  opinions  by 
experiment,  upon  the  evils  resoltins;  from. 
the  Orders  in  Council ;  now  this  he  ap- 
prehended they  conld  not ;  for  the  very 
point  upon  which  he  and  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  were  at  issue  at  the  present  moment, 
was,  whether  those  evils  proceeded  from 
the  Orders  in  Council,  or  from  other 
causes?  It  was  true  that  these  persons 
were  competent  to  state  the  pressure  which 
was  felt  in  trade,  but  he  knew  not  how 
they  conld  decide  whether  that  pressure 
would  have  been  less  if  the  Orders  m 
Council  had  never  existed :  or  whether  in 
fact  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees  would 
have  produced  the  mischief  without  them. 
He  would  say,  that  not  only  our  difficulties 
had  not  increased  since  the  adoption  of 
these  Orders,  biit  that  the  whole  trade  of 
the  country  was  in  a  better  state.  He 
was  surprised  to  find  the  hon.  gentleman's 
knowledge  of  trade  so  far  overborne  by 
his  zeal  against  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment, as  to  induce  him  to  say,  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  to  prevent  neutrals  from 
trading  with  the  enemy.  He  would  main- 
tain that  the  end  was  to  open  all  trade, 
even  to  France  itself,  if  France  would 
trade  with  Great  Britain.  France  bad 
prohibited  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and 
Great  Britain  had  prohibited  all  trade  to 
France,  but  what  should  go  through  Great 
Britain.  The  result  was  a  pressure  upon 
France,  such  as  must  compel  her  to  open 
her  ports  to  the  trade  of  this  country.   He 
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would  state  that  that  very  system  of  li- 
cences which  was  represented  to  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  Orders  in  Council,  was  a 
proof  of  their  efficacy  and  effect. — He 
agreed  that  when  the  question  of  licenses 
Was  before  the  House,  this  matter  would 
be  better  discussed.  As  to  the  importa- 
tion  of  wine  and"  brandy,  the  French  were 
obliged  to  take  a  considerable  quantity  of 
iugar  and  coffee  in  return ;  and  with  re- 
gard to  laces,  muslins,  and  other  articles 
of  the  kind,  they  would  be  brought  in  il- 
legally if  there  was  no  allowance  granted. 
He  was  surprised  that  so  much  misinfor- 
mation should  exist  with  respect  to  the 
outrages  perpetrated  in  different  parts  of 
the  country ;  and  that  they  should  be 
ascribed  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  to  star- 
vation, and  such  causes.  But  was  it  owing 
to  the  Orders,  or  to  starTation,  that  the  mills 
were  broken  down  ?  Was  such-  miscon- 
duct to  be  excused,  defended,  and  pal- 
liated ?  Was  it  fair  to  hold  out  to  the 
House  that  the  destruction  of  the  most  va- 
luable property  which  was  daily  to  be  de- 
plored, wa»  to  be  attributed  to  the  Orders 
in  Council  ?  Was  such  language  consistent 
with  a  due  regard  for  the  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country  ?  Was  it  not  as  indefi- 
nite as  it  was  mischievous  ?  As  to  the  town 
from  which  this  petition  was  presented, 
they  had  heard  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  who  had  told  them,  that,  at  the 
present  moment,  the  want  of  employment 
was  not  severely  felt.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man had  recommended  that  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
but  thq  Hx>use  should  recollect  that  this 
was  a  case  involving  a  great  political 
question,  which  it  was  not  the  practice 
of  parliament  to  delegate  to  any  cir* 
cnmscribed  committee,  out  to  determine 
in  a  committee  oF  the  whole  House.  A 
detailed  examination  of  evidence  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  suit  a  subject  of  that 
kind.  He  knew  what  an  effect  the  shut* 
ttng  of  the  American  market  must  have ; 
but  would  the  hon.  gentleman  state  whe- 
ther they  would  repeal  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  what  they  wouki  expect  from 
such  a  step  ?  There  was  one  time  when 

fentlemen  thought  that  the  Berlin  and 
lilan  Decrees  were  done  awav,  but  that 
time  was  past.  No  man  who  knew  any 
Ihing  of  tne  subject  would  say  so  now. 
it  was  notified  by  France  herself  that  they 
should  continue  to  operate,  that  they 
should  be  considered  as  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  continent,  until  we  abandoned 
our  system  of  blockade ;  and  until  Great 
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Britain  conceded  the  doctrine  that  frtm 
bottoms  made  free  goods.  There  was  no 
man  in  that  House  who  lamented  the  dii« 
tresses  that  were  felt  in  the  country  mors 
than  he  did,  but  woukl  any  man  say  he  was 
prepared  to  give  op  our  maritime  rights^ 
by  which  Great  Britain  had  risen  to  power 
and  consequence  ?  When  thi»  declaration 
on  the  part  of  France,  with  respect  to  tho 
continuance  of  his  Decrees,  was  known  in 
America,  he  was  not  without  a  hope  that 
America  would  not  charge .  upon  this 
country  an  unnecessary  strictness  in  tho 
measures  to  which  she  bad  resorted.  But 
whatever  the  effect  in  America  might  be, 
this  country  ought  to  know  that  those  De» 
crees  were  in  full  force  now,  and  were  to 
continue  so  until  Great  Britain  should  yieki 
up  those  privileges  upon  which  her  pro- 
sperity  was  so  strongly  founded.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  asked,  him  on  the  subject 
of  the  exchequer  bills  granted  as  a  loan  to 
commercial  men,  whether  he  knew  that  tho 
next  instalment  due  to-morrow  would  not 
be  paid  ?  He  would  answer,  that  he  anti« 
cipated  no  such  circumstance ;  so  far  was 
he  from  thinking  so,  that  he  was  firmly 
persuaded,  the  instalment  would  be  faith* 
fully  discharged.  He  had  no  doubt,  in- 
deed, that  it  would  be  an  accommodation 
to  the  gentlemen  concerned,  to  be  allowed 
a  further  time  for  the  payment,  but  this^ 
consistently  with  the  public  interests,  he 
could  not  allow.  If  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  repealed  before  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
Decrees,  the  consequence  would  be,  that 
France  would  have  her  neutral  trade  open 
with  America,  while  we  were  denied  the 
trade  of  the  continent  of  Europe.  Unless 
the  House  was  prepared  to  say  that  this 
would  be  judicious,  the  present  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  be  a  period  m  which  it 
was  possible  te  do  away  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

Mr.  Brougham  expressed  his  surprise  at 
the  speeches  of  the  Vice  Presiaent  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer^  at  a  moment  when 
Petitions  signed  by  so  many  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  were  presented 
to  the  House.  They  had  treated  it  as 
a  new  question.  He  remembered,  when* 
two  months  ago,  be  bad  given  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  de- 
tailing bis  sentiments  upon  this  subject^ 
that  he  was  referred  to  the  returns  of  Mr. 
Irvine  from  the  Custom-bouse  docks,  and 
told,  upon  their  authority,  that  there  was 
little  or  no  misery.  He  hoped  the  Houso 
would  not  refuse  to  thft  people  the  poor 
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satisfaction  of  reasoning  with  them  under 
their  sufferings,  and  enquiring  into  the 
causes  by  which  those  sufferings  were  pro- 
dttced.  It  was  not  enough  to  give  them  a 
debate  as  an  answer.  The  hardware  ma- 
nufactories were  carried  on  by  about 
90,000  persons,  not  persons  brought  from 
the  field,  but  men  of  skill,  who  had  under- 
gone a  regular  apprenticeship.  If  these 
men  were  sent  to  i^ecruit  our  army,  or  to 
till  the  ground,  that  force  would  be  irre- 
coTerably  disbanded,  which  was  necessary 
to  the  working  of  the  .manuflkctories.  At 
present  the  master  manufacturers  kept 
them  working  a  little  at  the  reduced  wages 
of  12«.  a- week,  instead  of  from  25$,  to  S5b, 
This  was  not  confined  to  Birmingham ;  in 
Leeds  and  other  places  they  would  find 
thousands  out  of  employment.  In  Man- 
chester alone,  the  poor  who  received  re- 
lief from  the  parishes  amounted  to  25,000 
persons,  one-murth  of  the  population.  As 
to  the  impropriety  of  allowing  a  committee 
CD  the  subject,  he  would  only  ask,  why 
might  not  the  Orders  in  Council  go  before 
a  «elect  Committee  as  well  as  the  question 
^  relating  to  the  West  India  interests,  in 
which  evidence  was  gone  into  as  to  the 
evils  that  would  arise  from  a  war  with 
America  ?  That  was  a  precedent  which  in 
a  matter  of  such  importance  as  the  present, 
the  House  was  called  on  to  follow.  He 
would  tell  the  right  hon.  gentleman  a  re- 
medy for  the  evils  which  now  existed  :— - 
repeal  the  Orders  in  Council  as  far  as  re- 
gairded  America,  and  if  that  did  not  satisfy 
her,  it  would  at  least  satisfy  the  people  of 
this  country,  that  every  thing  had  been 
done  consistently  with  the  safety  of  the 
realms.  Then  the  House  would  be  met 
by  the  affections  of  the  country,  not  by 
•uch  symptoms  of  discontent  as  had  lately 
burst  forth.  He  conjured  the  right  hoo. 
gentleman  not  to  refuse  enquiry  to  a  peti- 
tioning nation,  when  they  came  to  the 
House  with  cries  and  groans.  He  warned 
him  that  he  would  not  be  suffered— -the 
nation  would  not  allow  him  to  go  to  war 
with  America,  more  than  they  would  suf- 
fer Mr.  Pitt  to  do  so.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  might  not  wish  to  take  this 
framing,  but  be  was  bold  enough  to 
predict,  that  many  months  would  not  pass 
before  he  would  be  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  it. 

Lord  Castlertagh  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
discuss  the  policy  and  expediency  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  which  would  soon  come 
imder  the  consideration  of  parliament; 
that  it  bad  not  come  sooner^  the   bon» 


gentleman  must  bear  his  portion  of  respoo* 
sibiiity*  For  he  deprecated  the  idea  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  from  th# 
true  ground  of  the  question,  and  imputing 
an  inattention  in  government  to  the  pub* 
lie  misfortune.  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
not  said  there  'Was  no  commercial  distress^ 
but  by  comparing  the  trade  and  manufac* 
tures  of  the  country  with  their  state  ia 
former  periods,  had  shewn  that  the  evil 
was  not  so  great  as  it  was  represented. 
The  cotton  manufactory  had  arisen  to  such 
a  state  of  prosperity,  as  to  export  to  th# 
amount  of  from  12  to  ]8  millions  in  on% 
year.  The  natural  consequence  of  this 
was  to  bear  on  the  other  exports.  Was  it 
(air  to  endeavour  to  give  this  country  a 
dislike  to  the  war,  when  the  war  could 
not  be  prevented ;  and  was  it  not  proper, 
with  a  view  to  obviating  such  a  result,  to 
shew  that  the  depression  of  trade  did  not 
exist  to  such  an  extent  as  had  been  stated? 
He  maintained  that  our  gain  by  America 
upon  the  surrender  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, would  be  trifling  in  comparison  with 
our  loss  of  the  trade  of  the  continent, 
which  would  follow  such  a  step.  'He  be- 
lieved, that  the  impressions  out  of  doora 
were  greatly  exaggerated.  Many  parta, 
he  would  allow,  suffered  ;  but  it  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  harvest, 
and  not  to  the  Orders  in  Council  ;  and  ha 
could  never  believe  that  the  people  of  this 
country  were  so  dead  to  those  maritime 
rights  by  which  they  bad  been  elevated  to 
their  present  state,  as  ignorantly  to  surren^ 
der-them  to  the  enemy,  or  ev«n  to  neu* 
tral  nations.  The  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees were  the  fundamental  law  of  France, 
not  to  be  departed  from,  until  wo 
should  abandon  our  Orders  in  Council, 
and  what  was  called  the  new  blockadcu 
which  was  the  measure  of  the  late  Mr. 
Secretary  Fox,  adopted  in  the  year  1 809. 
They  were  to  be  enforced  against  us  as 
long  as  we  refused  to  recognize  the  system 
of  an  armed  neutrality.  Such  was  tha 
spirit  oT  her  last  decree.  He  denied  that 
there  was  any  disinclination  on  the  part  of 
DMuisters  to  discuss  the  question  ;  they 
had  refused  the  committee  before,  thinking 
it  to  be  unnecessary,  but  they  were  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  subject  on  its  own 
grounds.  It  was  not  by  florid  descrip- 
tions of  distress  that  the  country  could  ba 
carried  through  its  difficulties.  His  Ma* 
jesty's  ministers  felt  these  difficulties  as 
much  as  any  one  could  feel  them,  but 
still  they  would  not  sacrifice  the  real  in* 
teresU  of  the  country  to  any  temporary 
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prefsare ;  they  acted  upon  more  enlarged 
views,  for  the  ultimate  advantage  and 
prmperity  of  the  empire. 

Lord  Stanley  observed,  that  something 
more  was  due  to  the  Petitioners  than 
merely  to  lay  their  petitions  on  the  table ; 
they  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Under  this  impression,  he  should  consider 
it  to  be  his  doty  to  make  a  motion  on  the 
subject  So  far  from  encouraging  the  vio- 
lent measures  which  had  been  pursued  in 
various  parts  of  the  country*  he  strongly 
reprobated  them ;  but  conceiving  that  the 
Petitioners  ought  to  be  heard,  he  gave  no- 
tice that  he  should,  on  Monday,  the  27th, 
submit  a  motion  to  the  House  for  that 
purpose. 

Lord  Bmnmg,  adverting  to  what  had 
fallen  from  an  bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  respecting  the  commercial  loan, 
the  payment  on  the  next  instalment  being 
due  to-morrow,  wished  to  state,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  that  great  numbers 
of  the  subscribers  would  have  been  glad 
that  the  day  of  payment  was  further  post- 
poned ;  but  they  were  ready  nevertheless. 

Mr.  fVhiibread,  in  explanation,  observed, 
he  had  merely  stated,  that  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  had  refused  to  give  the  exten* 
aion  to  the  subscribers.  But  whether  there 
ivas  more  or  less  of  distress  he  did  not 
know. 

Mr.  I^iicUoa  wished  to  correct  a  wrong 
impression  which  might  have  been  made 
by  some  statements  in  the  Petition.  He 
much  doubted  whether  all  the  manufac- 
turers were  employed.  He  knew  that 
Erevious  to  the  meeting  a  kind  of  census 
ad  been  taken  of  the  number  of  manu- 
facturers, and  on  the  average  nearly  one- 
half  were  out  of  employ.  It  appeared  also, 
that  in  some  of  the  great  manufactories 
only  one-third  were  then  employed  ;  but 
in  no  instances  were  more  than  two-thirds 
employed. — With  respect  to  parochial  re- 
lief, there  was  no  place  in  England  where  the 
poor  were  better  off  than  in  Birmingham. 
Th<  re  were  many  friendly  societies  and 
clubs;  from  these  they  received  consider* 
able  benefits.  He  understood,  however, 
that  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  there 
would  be  out  of  employ  70,000  manufiBM:- 
turers.  He  was  aware  that  those  who 
stated  facts  of  this  nature  might  be  taxed 
with  having  inflammatory  designs— with 
want  of  patriotism ;  but  the  statement  was 
true. 

General  Twrlcton  attributed  the  distress 
in  trade  to  the  Orders  in  Council  ;  the 
highest  and  the  lowest,  the  richest  and  the 
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poorest,  were  equally  aggrieved  by  them. 
He  condemned  the  manner  in  which  the 
Petitions  had  been  received,  as  turning  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  complaints  from  all  parts4if 
the  country.  He  had  expressed  his  feel- 
ings in  respect  to  the  riots  at  Nottingham, 
and  called  for  enquiry  ;  but  his  call  wks 
disreg^ded,  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence ?  The  spreading  of  those  riots  into 
other  counties.  Convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity of  enquiry,  he  should  support  the  mo- 
tion of  his  noble  friend  (lord  Stanley) 
whenever  it  nfight  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  MarryaU  thought  that  attempts  had 
been  made  to  inflame  the  minds  of  thanta- 
nufacturers  against  his  Majesty's  mi nisters, 
by  circulating  a  report  that  the  licences 
were  issued  only  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  fortunes  of  a  few  private  in- 
dividuals. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

SiNECunE  BiLL-l  Mr.  Bmka  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Sinecure  Bill. 

The  CiumceUar  cf  the  Exchtquer  did  not 
rise  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  Bill,  but 
to  state  that  he  conceived  it  was  not  framed 
on  a  right  principle,  and  therefore  it  wae 
but  fair  to  the  hon.  gentleman  and  to  the 
House  to  state,  that  when  the  blanks  were 
filled  up,  he  should  discuss  the  principle, 
and  endeavour  to  convince  the  House  that 
it  was  so  erroneous  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Banhes  thought  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  was  not  objectionable.  He  stated  that 
he  should  propose  in  the  committee  to  fill 
up  the  blanks  on  that  day  se'nnight.    . 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

The  Princesses  Annuitt  Bill.]  On 
the  question  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Princesses  Annuity  Bill, 

Mr.  TiefTiey  rose,  fur  the  purpose  of 
stating  as  shortly  as  he  could,  the  objec- 
tions that  had  determined  him,  however 
unwillingly,  to  resist  the  question  just  put 
from  the  chair.  He  acknowledged  that 
from  the  very  first  there  had  been  such  a 
mystery  thrown  about  the  whole  of  the 
measures  proposed  to  parliament  for  the 
establishment  of  the  royal  household,  that 
he  had  had  from  the'  beginning  no  small 
distrust  of  them— that  distrust,  however, 
had  not  prevented  him  from  looking  at 
then)  again  and  again,  and  using  all  his  in- 
dustry to  understand  them— but  in  vain* 
He  was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  The 
I  more  he  had  considered  the  subject^  tbm 
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mare  difficult  he  had  found  it.  As  to  the 
mere  increase  of  0,000/.  a  year,  in  addition 
to  the  30,000/.  settled  by  the  former  Bill,  to 
that  he  had  no  objection;  bat  if  the  former 
Bili  was  the  professed  model  of  the  pre- 
sent, why  did  the  present  Act  depart  from 
it  in  ihe  most  essential  provision ;  the  time 
at  which  the  Act  was  to  take  efiect  ?  He 
could  very  well  understand,  how  a  Bill 
giving  36,000/.  a  year  to  the  Princesses 
might  be  not  essentially  different  from  one 
giving  bat  30,000/.  a  year,  but  what  he 
ielt  It  difficult  to  coroprehend,  was,  why 
the  present  Act  was  to  take  effect  imme- 
diately, when  the  former  was  intended  not 
to  take  effect  till  after  the  King's  demise  ? 
Had  any  thing  occurred  since  the  enact- 
ment of  the  former  Bill,  that  rendered  an 
immediate  provision  necessary?  Was  there 
any  thing  in  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try that  made  it  desirable  to  increase  its 
expenditure  ?  One  might  suppose  that  the 
straitened  state  of  our  finances,  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  manufacturers,  and  the  cala- 
mities that  marked  the  present  times,  did 
not  particularly  recommend  the  present  as 
a  period  at  which  we  should  be  more 

f>rompt  to  impose  a  charge  upon  the  pub- 
ic than  we  were  disposed  to  be  at  a  for- 
mer and  much  more  favourable  period. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  thought  otherwise,  and  as  he 
never  thought  without  good  reason,  he 
would  see  why  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
thought  so.  He  had  given  two  reasons, 
one,  the  present  state  of  the  King ;  and 
the  other,  the  present  state  of  the  Prince. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  spared  him- 
self the  trouble  of  shewing  why  the  indis- 
position of  his  Majesty  made  it  necessary 
for  the  Princesses  to  have  more  money  to 
spend,  and  he  had  been  quite  as  satisfac- 
tory in  his  explanation  of  his  second  rea- 
son. For  after  having  been  urged  in  tome 
measure  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  the 
present  state  of  the  Prince,  it  turned  out 
that  the  present  state  of  the  Prince  meant 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  present  time 
of  life  of  his  Royal  Highness,  which  was 
saying  in  other  words,  pretty  much  to  this 
purpose,  that  because  the  ordinary  revo- 
lution of  twelve  months  had  added  one 
year  to  the  age  of  the  Prince  Regent,  par- 
liament was  bound  lo  «rive  annually  to  his 
Royal  Highness  3«,OOo/.  a  year  of  the 
public  money.  But  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man must  excuse  him  if  he  said,  that  he 
did  not  ielicve  that  either  of  these  reasons 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  business. 
There  roust  have  been  some  ether— K)iie 
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that  could  not  be  disclosed — and 
therefore,  most  assidnoosiy  kept  back.  If 
there  was  no  such  secret  reason,  he  asked 
if  the  Princesses  were  to  have  a  separate 
establishment?  he  believed  that  the^ 
were  not.  He  was  convinced  that  those 
amiable  personages  would  not  hear  of 
abandoning  their  royal  father  in  his  pre* 
sent  calamity,  and  the  Queen  in  her  afflic* 
tions,  in  order  to  spend  36^000/.  a  year 
mider  another  roof.  Then  where  was  th# 
necessity  of  the  grant,  unless  so  give  the 
Princesses  an  opportunity  of  laying  by  tO 
much  money  every  year  ?  He  would^  how* 
ever,  put  the  question  directly  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  and  ask  him,  were  the 
Princesses  to  have  an  establishment  inde* 
pendent  of  the  Queen  ?  He  put  the  ques- 
tion so  directly,  that  he  did  not  think  tb^ 
right  hon.  gentleman  could  help  answer* 
ing  it.  If  so,  what  was  to  be  done  with 
the  saving  that  most  in  that  case  arise  out 
of  the  civil  list,  as  to  the  general  expendi* 
ture  of  the  Queen's  honsenold  ?  But,  then» 
for  want  of  something  better  they  were 
told  that  the  Princesses  had  arrived  at  a 
certain  age ;  but  had  not  the  Princes,  their 
royal  brothers,  arrived  at  a  certain  age  f 
and  was  not  this  a  reason  as  applicable  to 
the  one  as  the  other,  if  admissible  in  the 
case  of  either  ?  As  to  what  had  been  said 
of  the  necessity  of  independent  establish- 
ments for  those  illustrious  personages,  he 
contended,  that  this  added  nothing  to  their 
independence,  but  made  them,  as  far  as  il 
could,  dependent  on  the  Prince  Regent,  at 
whose  pleasure  the  annuities  were  to  be 
paid.  Another  strong  objection  to  the 
Bill  was,  the  fund  upon  which  these  an* 
nuities  were  charged :— instead  of  bein^ 
charged  upon  the  hereditary  revenue  of 
the  crown,  they  were  charged  upon  the 
consolidated  fund.  Had  they  been 
charged,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  on 
the  hereditary  revenue,  then,  in  case  of  the 
demise  of  the  crown,  the  charge  would 
have  fallen  as  it  ought ;  but  according  to 
the  present  Bill,  there  was  no  chance  upon 
any  event  of  a  relief  to  this  pressure  upon 
the  public.  But  his  main  objection  was 
to  the  thing  itself  as  a  whole.  There  had 
been  throughout  the  entire  conduct  of  it  A 
struggle  to  disguise,  to  confuse  and  to  de« 
ceive.  But  the  simple  question  was,  if 
1 84,000/.  a  year  was  not  enoui^h  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  comforts  and  splendour  of  the 
Queen  and  her  royal  daughters  ?  The  dif* 
ferent  items  of  their  joint  establishment 
already  amounted  to  184,000/.  a  year* 
Why  then  were  they  called  upon  to  gite 
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the  Princesses  36,000/.  a  year?  A  good 
reason  might  be  very  reasonably  demand- 
ed  in  such  times ;  and  what  was  the  rea« 
son  ?  Why,  the  time  of  life  of  the  Prince 
Begent.  Did  this  "  time  of  life''  break 
out  as  a  new  li^ht  upon  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters ?  Was  It  altogether  a  sudden  dis- 
covery ?  Did  they  not  know  last  year  how 
old  his  Royal  Highness  would  be  this? 
And  why  did  they  not  then  propose  this 
prevision  Hot  the  Princesses  ?  For  let  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  argue  as  he  might, 
the  Prince  Regent  was  now  but  on^  year 
older  than  he  was  a  year  ago.  It  had 
been  more  than  insinuated  at  the  time  of 
asking  for  more  money  for  the  King's 
household,  that  his  Majesty  was  in  a  state 
which  enabled  him  to  derive  gratification 
from  his  recognition  of  the  persons  in 
daily  attendance'  upon  him.  Here  he 
would  put  another  plain  question  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman :  Did  he  know  that 
his  Majesty,  since  the  passing  of  that  Bill, 
bad  any  personal  intercourse  with  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  bed-chamber,  or  the 
grooms  or  equerries  then  voted  ?  It  was 
remarkable  too,  that  the  moment  that  Bill 
past,  the  Bulletins  were  reduced  from  once 
a  week  to  once  a  month.  It  appeared, 
that  on  a  recent  occasion  no  groom  was  in 
attendance,  and  that  an  equerry  had  acted 
in  his  stead.  What  did  all  this  prove  ? 
Why,  that  the  whole  scheme  was  little 
other  than  an  ingenious  mode  of  providing 
for  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
in  favour  with  the  minister ;  and  was  this 
a  way  of  answering  the  petitions  they  had 
heard  read  that  day  ?  But  why  antedate 
the  Bill  ?  Unless  to  give  the  Princesses  an 
advance  of  9,000/.  Did  they  want  this  ? 
Were  they  in  debt  or  distress  ?  If  they 
were,  in  the  name  of  truth  and  common 
•ense  why  not  say  so  at  once,  and  come 
down  with  a  message  to  the  House  to  that 
effect ;  but  according  to  the  present  mode 
parliament  were  telling  the  public  as 
plainly  as  they  could,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  explain  why  they 
TOted  away  that  money  the  country  found 
it  so  difficult  to  contribute.  He  should 
propose,  therefore,  as  an  amendment,  that 
instead  of  dating  the  Bill  from  the  1 8th  of 
February  last,  it  should  be  limited  to  take 
effect  upon  the  King's  demise.  He  again 
protested  against  the  mode  in  which  the 
whole  business  had  been  thrown  upon  the 
House,  and  hurried  through  it.  He  be- 
lieved that  there  were  very  few  of  the 
gentlemen,  then  in  the  House,  who  knew 
Ui»  nature  of  the  two  Billsi  which  bad 
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then  been  passed;  there  was  something 
most  suspicious  in  the  whole  transaction- 
there  certainly  was  some  curious  secret  at 
the  bottoin.  He  acquitted  the  royal  Prin* 
cesses  of  the  slightest  concert  in  the  busi« 
ness.  He  had  the  highest  personal  respect 
for  each  and  all  of  then).  There  had  been, 
however,  some  way  or  other,  a  deal  of 
juggling;  one  could  see  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  business  an  anxious  and  stir- 
ring bustle  to  divert  people  from  the  true 
scent.  There  certainly  was  a  something 
that  was  to  be  concealed  at  the  expence 
of  revealing  any  thing  else. 

Before  he  sat  down,  he  could  not  help 
adverting  to  the  singular  circumstances 
in  which  her  royal  highness  the  Princess 
Regent  was  left  to  appear  before  the  coun- 
try. It  seemed  as  if  her  fate  was  already 
sealed,  abandoned  as  she  was  by  her  onc« 
chivalrous  champion,  her  old  friend,  her 
faithful  cqunsellor.  But  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  found  reason  to  change  hit 
opinion  with  respect  to  her,  why  had  the 
Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  the  future 
hope  of  England,  been  altogether  over- 
looked in  these  arrangements  ?  She  was 
now  bordering  upon  her  17th  year,  and 
not,  either  from  her  rank,  prospects,  or 
time  of  life,  wholly  exempted  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  consideration. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied 
to  part  of  the  objections  of  the  last  speaker^ 
and  to  part  only,  because^  he  conceived 
that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  ar- 
guments made  use  of  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  were  wholly  inapplicable  to 
the  question  immediately  before  the  House. 
The  greater  part  of  the  speech  they  had 
just  heard  was  to  points  which  had  already 
gone  by,  and  which  the  House  had  al- 
ready decided  upon.  With  respect  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  propriety  of  creating 
a  new  fund  by  the  abolition  of  the  King's 
Household,  he  put  it  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther if  the  King's  state  of  health  was  whol- 
ly irrecoverable,  they  would  hear  of  any 
proposition  to  abolish  during  his  life  those 
provisions  they  had  already  made  for  his 
comfort  and  splendor,  as  far  as  either 
could  be  consulted.  But  even  if  the  re- 
duction did  take  place,  he  denied  that  the 
saving  resulting  therefrom  would  do  more 
than  provide  for  two  of  the  Princesses, 
As  to  the  fund  upon  which  it  was  charged, 
the  objection  could  have  scarcely  been 
meant  in  seriousness,  because  it  was  no- 
torious that  the  hereditary  revenues  had 
merged  in  the  consolidated  fund.  He 
certainly  coald  not  consent  to  th^  change 
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proposed,  as  to  the  time  at  which  the  Bill 
Mras  to  take  effect.  There  was  a  great 
difference  between  the  Princesses  setting 
up  a  separate  establishment  (of  which  he 
believed  they  had  no  intention)  and  being 
compelled  to  confine  their  residence  to 
Windsor  for  the  remainder  of  their  liyes> 
under  any  circumstances  whatever.  As 
to  their  dependence  on  the  Prince  Regent^ 
he  contended  that  though  the  annuities 
were  nominally  during  pleasure,  they  were 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  efiectaally  dur- 
ing life. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  much  more 
remarkable  for  what  it  had  omitted  t0  8ay« 
than  for  any  thing  it  had  said.  The  two  most 
important  points  in  the  speech  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tierncy)  had  been  pass* 
ed  over  without  the  slightest  allusion  to 
either.  He  did  not  censure  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  for  not  attempting  to  do  what 
he  might  have  found  it  very  difficalt  to  do 
well — in  certain  cases  where  no  ingenuity 
could  defend,  perhaps  silence  was  at  once 
the  most  prudent  and  the  most  candid 
(extenuation.  Be  the  motive  what  it 
might,  it  was  certain  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  did  not  say  one  word  respect- 
ing either  the  Princess  of  Wales  or  the 
Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales.  Why  the 
minister  thought  it  prudent  to  say  nothing 
upon  a  subject  of  such  general  importance 
he  should  not  pretend  to  explain,  but  he 
questioned  much  if  the  country  in  general 
would  be  disposed  to  put  the  best  con- 
struction upon  a  silence  that  was  at  best 
suspicious. — ^With  respect  to  those  topics 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
not  afraid  to  speak  out,  he  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  did  not  think  him  much  more  suc- 
cessful than  those  upon  which  he  had  been 
silent.  He  had  not  explained  why  he 
did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  the  me- 
morable ISthof  February,  state  at  once 
the  whole  system  of  this  increase  of  the 
household  establishment.  He  had  said, 
that  the  hereditary  revenue  merged  in  the 
consolidated  fund,  and  that  therefore  it 
was  immaterial  upon  which  fund  those 
annuities  were  charged  ;  never  was  there  a 
greater  fallacy  in  point  of  argument;  be- 
cause, though  it  had  so  merged,  was  there  a 
dottbt  that  upon  the  demise  of  the  king, 
the  hereditary  revenues  only  would  be 
answerable  to  the  claims  of  the  annuitants, 
provided  those  annuities  had  been  charg- 
ed upon  that  fund  ?  He  had  told  them  that 
the  Princesses  approved  of  this  increase. 
Of  that  there  could  be  no  doubt ;  but  did 
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the  right  hon.  gentleman,  when  he  con« 
suited  those  royal  personages  on  the  pro.« 
priety  of  enlargmg  their  annual  draughtf 
upon  the  public  purse,  did  he  then  submit 
to  them  a  faithful  representation  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  civil  list,  and  the  present 
miseries  of  the  manafacturing  part  of  their 
royal  father's  subjects?  If  he  had  not  done 
so,  he  had  not  done  his  d  uty. — ^With  respect 
to  the  establishment  of  his  Majesty,  neither 
he  nor  any  of  his  friends  wished  to  detract 
from  whatever  might  be  necessary  to  thm 
King's  comfort  or  splendour.  But  why 
pay  four  grooms  of  the  chamber,  for  in* 
stance,  when,  of  those  four,  there  was  baft 
one  could  do  the  duty — three  of  them^ 
general  Legge,  sir  Harry  Neale,  and  ge- 
neral Campbell,  being  now  abroad  oa 
foreign  service  ?  Did  not  these  appoint* 
ments  shew  that  ministers  themselves  did 
not  think  so  many  necessary  ?»-For  hia 
part  he  thought  some  of  those  officers 
might  well  be  paid  out  of  the  civil  list-^ 
on  the  same  principle  that  he  bad  thougnt 
that  the  Prince  Regent  ought  to  have  paid 
hia  own  private  secretary  oat  of  his  gwn' 
privy  parse.-— '' I  have  heard,"  said  Mr. 
Whitbread,  '•  that  the  Queen  is  about  to 
hold  a  drawing-room,  of  course  no  hopee 
can  now  exist  of  his  Majesty's  recovery, 
because  if  there  were  any,  such  a  step,  I 
presume,  would  not  be  resorted  to ;  but 
in  case  that  drawing-room  is  held,  I  would 
wish  to  know,  is  there  to  be  any  public 
appearance  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  ?— 
This  is  no  private  concern— the  public 
have  a  right  to  demand  why  the  acknow* 
ledged  consort  of  their  Regent  does  not 
appear  in  public  as  such.  No  affectatioa 
of  delicacy  can  be  permitted  to  stand  ia 
the  way  of  a  nation's  anxiety  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  such  national  importance.— If  any 
man  can  satisfy  the  public  upon  thii 
topic,  it  is  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
They  know  him  to  have  been  at  one  tira« 
the  zealous  adviser  and  devoted  adherent 
to  the  Princess  of  Wales.  They  believe 
him  to  have  conscientiously  nndertakea 
her  defence,  to  have  written  her  vindica« 
tion— to  have  published  it.  That  vindica- 
tion is  said  to  have  involved  in  it  an  at- 
tack upon  her  royal  consort.  It  is  knowQ 
to  have  been  an  attack  upon  his  Royal 
Highness,  and  the  Regent's  first  minister 
is  known  to  have  been  the  author  of  it, 
and  after  he  had  published  it,  after  it  had 
been  read  by  one  and  by  one  hundred,  it 
was  bought  up  at  an  enormous  expence  ; 
bought  up  by  the  private  secretary  of  th« 
right  hon.  gentleman.    I  ask  him  now. 
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does  he  retaiii  his  former  opinions  of  the 
unexceptionable  conduct  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales  ?  I  ask  him  if  he  did  not  lately 
in  this  House  solemnly  record  his  confir* 
mation  of  that  opinion  ;  and  if  it  is  novr 
what  it  was  the  the  other  night,  I  call  upon 
bim  to  explain,  if  he  can,  his  apparent 
desertion  of  her  just  claims  to  that  respect, 
notice,  provision,  and  consideration  due  to 
ber  ?  These  are  questions,  which,  as  he 
values  his  own  consistency,  as  he  values 
the  character  and  claims  of  the  Princess, 
and  as  he  respects  the  Prince  his  master, 
bo  is  bound  to  answer. 

Sir  «/.  Newport  opposed  the  Bill,  and 
fisked  why  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
deviated  from  the  former  proceeding  of 
charging  the  annuity  to  the  Princesses  on 
the  hereditary  revenue,  for  the  purpose  of 
charging  it  on  the  consolidated  fund. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  in  the  former  Bill  the  grant  was  to 
take  place  at  a  future  period,  but  that  in 
the  present  Bill  it  was  to  take  place  imme* 
if:^  diately,  and  must  therefore  be  charged  on 
ttie  lund  immediately  applicable.  In 
isdb,  when  an  additional  grant  was  made 
to  the  Princes,  the  ministers  of  that  day 
naturally  proposed  that  it  should  be 
charged  on  the  consolidated  fund ;  and 
be  believed  no  instance  could  be  found 
of  a  grant  which  was  to  take  place  imme- 
diately having  been  charged  on  the  here- 
ditary revenue. 

Mr.  Courtenay  confirmed  the  statement 
just  made  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and 
supported  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  the  present  grant 
might  be  charged  on  that  part  of  the  con- 
solidated fund,  which  was  constituted  by 
the  hereditary  revenue. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  explain- 
ed the  manner  in  which  the  hereditary  re* 
venue  was  merged  in  the  consoliaated 
fund,  and  which  rendered  it  impossible  to 
make  a  charge  on  any  distinct  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Ttemey  merely  wanted  the  grant  to 
be  charged  on  the  hereditary  revenue,  so 
t{iat  on  the  demise  of  the  crown,  parlia* 
ment  would  be  enabled  to  ascertain  what 
were  the  exact  sums  with  which  the  reve* 
nue  was  burdened. 

Mr.  Ro^  repeated  the  observations  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
bereditary  revenue  of  the  crown  was  by 
no  means  so  large  as  gentlemen  opposite 
seemed  to  think. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said;  that  it  was  1,400,0002. 
per  annum. 
•  JAr*  Rqh  discovered  the  right  hon.  gen- 
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tleman's  mistake.  He  had  confounded 
the  hereditary  revenue  of  the  crown  with 
the  temporary  revenue  which  had  been 
settled  Ob  all  the  sovereigns  of  the  coun- 
try from  the  time  of  queen  Anne,  at  the 
period  of  their  accession*  The  hereditary 
revenue  did  not  at  present  exceed  350,000/. 
a  year. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  opposed  the  Bill.  He 
soleipnly  declared  that  from  his  soul  he 
pitied  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  when  he 
reflected  upon  the  feelings  he  must  have 
experienced  before  he  could  have  made 
up  his  mind  to  come  down  at  such  a  time 
with  such  a  proposition  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  was  suprised  that 
now,  for  the  first  time,  the  hon.  gentleman 
should  have  found  an  opportunity  of  giv* 
ing  vent  to  his  feelings,  upon  so  late  a  stage 
as  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  begged  pardon  for  inter- 
rupting  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  but  he 
had  fallen  into  a  slight  mistake.  Instead 
of  this  being  the  first  time  that  he  (Mr. 
Smith)  had  spoken  against  the  Bill}  it  so 
happened  that  it  was  only  the  fourth  ! 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  had  no  hesitation 
in  acknowledging  the  error  he  had  fallen 
into,  in  supposing  that  the  speech  he  had 
just  heard  was  the  first  made  by  the  honi 
gentleman;  but  however  mistaken  he 
might  be  as  to  him,  he  believed  he  was 
accurate  in  saying  that  many  gentlemen 
at  that  end  of  the  House,  who  had 
been  that  nieht  so  vehement  against  the 
Bill,  particularly  one  honourable  gentle^ 
man  then  in  his  eye,  had  not  spoken 
against  the  Bill  in  any  of  its  former  stages. 

Mr.  Whitbread  begged  pardon  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  but  if  he  was  the 
person  alluded  to,  it  was  another  slight 
mistake,  for  he  had  resisted  the  Bill  in 
every  stage. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  contended,  that 
there  had  been  objections  thrown  out  in 
the  debate  of  that  night,  which  they  had 
never  before  heard  of.  He  thought  the 
claims  of  the  Princesses  irresistible,  whe* 
ther  in  reference  to  themselves  personally, 
or  as  the  daughters  of  their  afflicted  and  ve- 
nerable monarch—He  did  not  court  that 
sort  of  popularity  to  which  certain  gentle* 
men  laid  exclusive  claim ;  he  was  persuad* 
ed  however  that  the  measure  was  a  popu- 
lar one.  As  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  she 
already  had  an  independent  provision, 
which  the  Princesses  had  not.  He  hoped 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  would  continue 
true  to  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  and 
not  be  tempted  by  any  threats  or  attacks  to 
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deriate  from  that  proper  and  respectful 
silence  which  faie  had  hitherto  \iiaintaia« 
ed  upon  the  subject.  (Hear !  bear!  from 
the  OppositioQ  side  of  the  House.)  He 
was  not  afraid  to  repeat  what  he  had  said. 
As  to  the  drawing-ruotn,  it  was  the  Clueen^s 
right  to  hold  one,  if  she  pleased.  It  had 
b^  stated  as  extraordinary >  that  her  Ma- 
jesty was  aboQt  to  hold  a  drawing-room. 
He  did  not  know  what  ?iew  the  boo.  geo* 
tleman  entertained  of  the  case,  biit  bis 
Majesty,  notwithstanding  his  onfortonaie 
affliction,  was  still  King ;  of  coarse  ber 
Majesty  was  still  Qaeen  of  ibeie  realms, 
and  ooner  those  circumstances  be  knew 
not  who  ought  to  hold  a  drawing-room  on* 
less  it  were  her  Majesty. 

Mr.  WhUbread,  in  explanation,  denied 
baving  asserted,  that  it  was  improper  for 
the  Queen  to  hold  a  drawing-room.  All 
that  be  said  was,  that  the  Princess  of 
Wales  ought  to  be  placed  in  such  a  sitoa* 
tion,  as  to  enable  her  Royal  Highness  also 
to  bold  a  drawing-room. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  observed,  that  the  ad* 
dittonal  sum  granted  in  the  early  pari  of 
the  present  iession  to  her  Majesty,  was  ao 
granted  on  the  express  representation  that 
the  Princesses  were  to  remain  with  ber : 
and  now  they  came  forward  for  separate 
establishments.  The  establishment  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales  was  only  5,Q00L  a  year, 
and  therefore  he  did  not  think  any  deli- 
cacy was  exhibited  towards  her  Royal 
Highness  by.  those  who  talked  so  much 
about  it. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time* 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  then  in- 
troduced several  new  clauses.  On  that 
being  proposed  by  which  the  commence- 
ment  of  the  operation  of  the  Bill  was  fixed 
for  the  18th  of  February  last, 

Mr.  WhUbread,  adverting  to  what  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  had  said  of 
delicacy,  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  had  made  this  obaer- 
Tation,  at  the  same  time  that  he  must  be 
aware  of  the  course  and  conduct  puraaed 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Cfhancel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer)  who  sat  next  bim, 
on  an  occasion  highly  interesting  to  that 
illustrious  individual.  He  would  ask  if 
there  had  not  been  at  a  former  period  a 
•olemn  proceeding  on  the  case  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales— if  that  case  hod  not 
been  referred  by  his  Majesty  to  his  minis- 
ters for  their  advice— 4f  on  that  adviee, 
ber  Royal  Highness  bad  not  been  received 
at  court — if  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
right  hon.  friend  had  not  then  cai|sed  to  be 
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firinledi  it  t  private  presa  in  his  honae^a 
arge  muuber  of  oopiea  of  a  detail  of  tfaft 
transaction,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  theai 
to  tbe  world }  Why  the  work  had  been 
suppressed,  be  did  not  know.  But  ho 
knew  that  several  copies  whiob  bad  got 
abroad  were  boogbt  np  at  a  large  expeno^ 
and  he  believed  that  certain  advertiao* 
ments  oflbriog  regards  to  those  who  wonM 
bring  copies  of  tbe  work  to  (me  Liodaalk 
a  bookseller,  proceeded  from  tbe  r%hl 
hon.  sentleman  or  hia  agents^  Whea 
these  facts  were  notorious,  be  knew  nan 
why  members  of  that  Hooae  were  to  ho 
arraigned  for  askuig  questions ;  certainly 
in  one  point  of  view,  of  a  private  naUu% 
but  of  very  great  national  importance  isi 
another. 

Mr.  Secretary  Rg^  said,bedid  not  nap 
for  the  purpose  of  answering  the  questtona 
which  (ladbeenputby  thebon.  gentlemaii. 
When  he  spoke  of  tbe  conduct  pursaedhj 
him  and  his  friends,  on  the  present, and  osi 
similar  occasions,  when  he  had  talked .  «f 
delicacy,  be  did  not  flatter  biipaelf  Ihnft 
bis  observations  would  be  attended  with 
much  effect.  But  he  thooght  it  bis  dour 
to  state  his  opinion,  which  be  did  not  looK 
upon  as  that  of  a  single  individual;  for,*if 
be  knew  an  v  thing  of  the  feelings  of  tha 
public  on  this  subject,  there  was  no  part 
of  tbe  conduct  of  the  hon*  gentlemen  op^ 
posite  which  had  created  more  disgosi 
and  disapprobation  than  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  introduced  this  matter  to 
the  House.  Though  he  by  no  means  ex^ 
pected  that  what  he  had  before  said  wooli 
have  any  weight  with  them,*  atill  he  was 
sorprisea  that  the  hon.  gentleman  shonM 
put  a  question  to  him  on  a  business,  with 
all  the  details  of  which  he  must  be  aware 
he  (Mr.  Ryder)  was  not  acquainted* 
But,  after  the  opinion  he  bad  given-  on 
the  subject,  if  he  even  were  perfeotljr 
master  of  those  details,  be  should  c9nceivo 
himself  as  acting  with  extreme  inconslat* 
ency  if  he  retorMd  an  answer. 

Mr.  Tiemey  proposed  his  amendment, 
thatinatead  of '« tbe  18th  February,  1819,? 
"  tbe  demise  of  bis  Majesty''  should  bo 
substitnted. 

On  this  amendment  the  House  divided;; 
Ayes  35,  Noes  101,  Majority  66. 

The  original  clause  was  then  agreed  to; 
and  the  Bui  was  passed.  I 

Gouosmn's  Estatb  Bill.]  *  On  the 
motion  forthe  third  reading  of  this  Bill, 

Lord  EolkeUmK  havinsr  adverted  to  the 
little  attention  which  hi?  been  paid  to  its 
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progress  through  the  Hoase,  expressed 
himself  anxious  to  receive  some  information 
BB  to  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  intro- 
duced. He  understood  that  Mr.  Gold- 
nuid,  at  his  death,  was  very  much  indebt- 
ed to  government,  as  well  as  to  private  in- 
dividuals, and  ministers  had  thought  pro- 
per to  forego  the  priority  of  right  which 
the  crown  could  claim  for  the  payment  of 
debts  due  to  it,  and  remained  content  to 
come  in  with  the  other  creditors.  Had  an 
extent  issued,  he  was  informed^  the  public 
debt  would  have  been  entirely  liquidated; 
but  by  the  course  which  had  been  pursued^ 
the  dividend  would  be  only  \9b,  in  the 
pound,  the  same  as  paid  to  the  general 
body  of  creditors. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  said,  that  Mr.  Goldsmid's 
principal  property  consisted  in  4,000,000/. 
of  Omnium,  which  had  been  placed,  as  de- 
posits, with  several  persons.  If  this  had 
b«en  sold  precipitately,  or  to  satisfy  an 
extent,  the  loss  would  have  been  very 
great.  He  was  possessed  also  of  some 
real  estate,  but  it  was  evident  no  person 
would  become  the  purchaser  of  it,  while 
an  extent  from  the  crown  was  hanging 
over  the  properly.  Under  these  circum- 
atances,  government  had  conceded  their 
claim,  and  the  Bill  was  introduced. 

Mr.  Johnstone  thought  the  third  reading 
night  be  postponed  wr  a  few  days,  with- 
out inconvenience,  to  give  an  opportunity 
for  the  printing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BaHng  had  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
position, if  such  was  the  feeling  of  the 
House. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  printing  of  the  Bill  would  give  no 
information  as  to  the  grounds  on  which 
ministers  had  thought  fit  to  give  up  the 
right  of  the  crown  to  priority  of  payment. 
If  that  information  were  desired,  he  would 
cheerfully  accede  to  the  production  of  any 
documents  from  the  Treasur}*,  that  might 
be  deemed  necessary  ;  but  this  need  not 
be  a  bar  to  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  Folkestone  expressed  himself  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  third  reading 
should  take  place  on  Wednesday  next, 
and  that  the  Bill  should  be  printed. 

Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Note  Amendment 
Bill.]  On  the  motion  that  the  report  of 
this  Bill  be  brought  op. 

Lord  A  Hamilton  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  motion  should  be  made  at  so  late 
an  hour,  when  the  discussion  was  likely 
*%o  eccopy  so  much  time.    He,  as  well  as 


several  other  hon.  members,  had  a  clause 
to  propose. 

Mr.  Pamell  complained,  that  he  had 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  fully  ex- 
pressing his  opinion  on  the  measure. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  hon  eentleman's  memory  appear- 
ed to  be  much  weaker  than  those  of  other 
hon.  members.  He,  recollected,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had,  on  a  former  night, 
honoured  the  House  with  a  very  excelent, 
but  not  a  very  short  argument  on  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  Pamell  said,  the  speech  alluded  to, 
bore  on«the  measure  only  as  it  related  to 
Ireland. 

Lord  Folkestone  thought,  as  the  Bill  was 
introduced  to  re-enact  a  law  which  had 
expired  three  weeks  ago,  and  as  no  evil, 
that  he  had  heard  of,  had  arisen  ih>m  its 
cessation,  the  delay  of  a  few  days  could 
produce  no  inconvenience. 

Sir  J,  Newport  urged,  as  a  principal  rea- 
son for  postponing  the  report,  that  if 
brought  up  now,  it  would  certainly  create 
a  debate,  and  probably  a  very  lone  one, 
which,  at  so  late  an  hour,  would  be  highly 
improper.  He  should  therefore,  move, 
"  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn.'' 

On  this  a  new  discussion  arose,  after 
which  a  division  took  place,  when  the 
numbers  were. 

For  the  Adjournment    3S 

Against  it  ..•  101 

Majority  ..-.06 

Sir  J  Newport,  however,  expressing  his 
determination  to  reiterate  the  question  of 
adjoummtnt,  the  reception  of  the  report 
Was  postponed  to  Monday,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  LORD& 

Mondt^,  April  W* 

The  Geneeal  Petition  op  the  Roman 
Catholics  op  IbElamd.]  Ttie  Earl  of 
Donoughmore.  — My  lords ;  although  it 
would  be  obfiously  improper  and  unsuit- 
able to  the  occasion,  that  I  should  now  an- 
ticipate the  interesting  discussion,  for 
which  the  House  had  been  summoned  for 
to-morrow,  it  would  iiot  be  in  my  mindi 
less  a  failora  of  respect,  to  that  most  im* 
portant  class  of  his  iellow- subjects,  wlioie 
Petitions  I  am  preparing  to  offer  to  your 
lordships'  notice,  if  the  person  to  whom 
they  were  committed,  should  satisfy  him- 
self with  throwing  them  on  your  lord- 
ship's table,  unaccompanied  by  any  obser* 
vatiotis  oa  my  {Nirt. 
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I  shall  therefore  beg  leave  to  observe, 
in  the  first  place,  that,  next  to  the  redress 
of  their  grievances,  there  is  no  feeling  so 
strongly  impressed  on  the  minds  of  my 
Catholic  countrymen,  as  that,  whatever  Pe- 
titions shall  be  presented  to  Parliament 
as  theirs,  should  be  framed  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  to  remove  the  possibility  of  any 
doubt,  vrhether  or  not  they  expressed  the 
real  feeling  of  that  description  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects. 

Accordingly,  such  arrangements  have 
been  made,  as  have  enabled  me,  to  pledge 
myself  to  your  lordships,  from  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  notwith- 
standing  the  interruptions  which  the  Pe- 
titioners have  experienced,  tlie  Petitions, 
with  which  I  am  myself  charged,  and 
those  which  will  be  presented  to  the  House 
by  other  noble  lords,  previous  to  the  dis- 
cussion, contain  the  full  and  complete 
expression,  of  the  undivided  sentiment  of 
all  my  Catholic  countrymen. 

I  shall  next  intreat  your  lordships'  par- 
ticular attention,  to  the  subject  matter  of 
those  Petitions,  which  will  now  be  read  at 
your  lordships'  table*  In  them  your  lord- 
ships will  find  the  case  of  the  Petitioners 
ably  argoed — the  leading  objections  to 
their  claims  ably  refuted — with  all  becom- 
iog  deference  to  this  House;  and  without 
forgetting  that  due  respect,  which  the 
petitioners  owe  to  their  own  important 
position  in  the  state. 

His  lordship  then  presented  the  General 
Petition,  which  was  read  at  the  table  as 
follows : 

The  Humble  Petition  of  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  professing  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Religion  in  Ireland  : 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  we,  your  Petitioners,  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  at  this  important  con- 
juncture, to  solicit  the  favourable  attention 
of  this  honourable  House  to  the  peculiar 
condition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, under  (he  severe  penal  laws  now  in 
force  against  them. 

If  we  appear  to  this  honourable  House 
to  persevere,  with  more  than  common  ear- 
nestness in  our  humble  solicitations  for  the 
abrogation  of  these  laws,  and  for  a  free 
admission  to  the  blessings  and  benefits  of 
the  civil  constitution  of  the  country,  we 
trust  that  our  perseverance  will  be  viewed, 
rather  as  a  proof  of  our  just  title  te  the 
liberty  which  we  seek,  and  of  our  sincerity 
in  its  pursuit,  than  as  the  result  of  any 
sentiment,  hostile  to  the  peace  or  true  ii^ 
terests  of  this  empire. 


We  should  sincerely'  dread,  lest  oor 
silence  might  be  construed,  by  a  faithAil 
but  a  feeling  people,  as  an  indication  of 
detpair-^and  would  not  lightly  abandoQ 
the  pursuit  of  a  laudable  and  most  impor* 
tant  object,  strengthened  as  we  are,  by 
the  concurring  support  of  our  generoat 
and  enlightened  fellow-countrymen,  as 
well  as  by  the  fullest  approbation  of  oor 
own  conscientious  feelings. 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  state  to  this 
honourable  House,  that  we  have  publicly 
and  solemnly  taken  every  oath  of  fidelity 
and  allegiance,  which  tlie  jealous  caution 
of  the  legislature  has,  from  time  to  time* 
imposed  as  tests  of  our  political  and  moral 
principles.  And  although  we  are  still  set 
apart  (how  wounding  to  every  sentiment 
of  honour!)  as  if  unworthy  of  credit  in 
these  our  sworn  declarations,  we  can  ap* 
peal  confidently  to  the  sacrifices,  which 
we  and  oor  forefiitbers  have  long  made» 
and  which  we  still  make  (rather  than  vio« 
late  conscience  by  taking  oaths  of  a  spl« 
ritual  import  contrary  to  our  belief)  as  oe« 
cisive  proofs  of  our  profound  reverence  for 
the  sacred  obligation  of  an  oath. 

By  those  aw&l  tests  we  have  lK>ond  oor* 
selves,  in  the  presence  of  the  all- seeing 
Deity,  whom  all  classes  of  Cbrisiiani 
adore,  "  to  be  faithful,  and  bear  true  al* 
legisnce  to  oor  most  gracious  sovereign 
lord  king  George  the  Sni,  and  him  to  &» 
fend  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  against 
all  conspiracies  and  attempts  whatsoever 
against  his  person,  crown,  or  dignity ;  to 
use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  disclose  and 
make  known  to  his  Majesty,  and  his  heirs, 
all  treasons  and  traitorous  conspiraciei^ 
which  may  be  formed  against  him  or 
them,  and  iaithfuUy  to  maintain,  support^ 
and  defend,  to  the  utmost  of  oar  power* 
the  succession  to  the  crown  in  his  Ma* 
jesty's  family,  against  all  persons  whom- 
soever— that  by  those  oaths,  we  have  ft* 
nounced  and  abjured  obedience  and  alio* 
giance  unto  any  other  person,  claiming  or 
pretending  a  right  to  the  crown  of  this 
realm  ;  that  we  have  rejected,  as  unchris* 
tian  and  impious  to  believe,  the  detestable 
doctrine,  that  it  is  lawful,  in  any  ways, 
to  injure  any  person  or  persons  whomso- 
ever, under  pretence  of  their  being  here* 
tics ;  and  also  that  unchristian  and  impious 
principle,  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  hc^ 
retics ;  that  it  is  no  article  of  our  faith,  and 
we  renounce,  reject,  and  abjure  the  o'pi* 
nion,  that  princes  excommunicated  by  the 
Pope  and  council,  or  by  any  authority 
wbateoever,  may  be  deposed  or  murdered 
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by  ibeir  subjects,  or  by  any  person  what- 
soever.— ^That  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  foreign  prince, 
prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  hath>  or  ought 
10  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  jarisdiction, 
power,  superiority,  or  pre-eminence  within 
this  realm.— That  we  firmly  believe,  that 
uo  act,  in  itself  unjust,  immoral,  or  wicked, 
can  ever  be  justified  or  excused  by,  or 
under  pretence  or  colour  that  it  was  done 
for  the  good  of  the  Church,  or  in  obedience 
to  any  ecclesiastical  power  whatsoever. — 
And  that  it  is  not  an  article  of  the  Catholic 
faith,  neither  are  we  thereby  required  to 
believe  or  profess,  that  the  rope  is  infal- 
lible, or  that  we  are  bound  to  any  order, 
in  its  own  nature  immoral,  though  the 
Pope,  or  any  ecclesiastical  power,  should 
issue  or  direct  such  order ;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  we  hold,  that  it  would  be 
sinful  in  us  to  pay  any  respect  or  obe- 
dience thereto.— -That  we  do  not  believe 
th^t  any  sin  whatsoever,  committed  by 
ns,  can  be  forgiven  at  the  mere  will  of  any 
Pope,  or  of  any  priest,  or  of  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever ;  but  that  any  person 
who  receives  absolution,  without  a  sincere 
sorrow  for  such  sin,  and  a  firm  and  sin- 
cere resolution  to  avoid  future  guilt,  and  to 
atone  to  God,  so  far  from  obtaining  there* 
b^  any  remission  of  his  sin,  incurs  the  ad- 
ditional guik  of  violating  a  sacrament««-» 
And,  by  the  same  solemn  ol^ligations,  we 
are  bound  and  firmly  pledged  to  defend, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  the  settle- 
ment and  arrangement  of  properly  in  Ire* 
land,  as  established  by  the  laws  now  in 
being.-— That  we  have  declared,  disavowed, 
and  solemnly  abjured,  any-  intention  to 
subvert  the  present  Church  establishment, 
for  the  purpose  of  substituting  a  Catholic 
establishment  in  its  stead. 
.  ^'  And  we  have  solemnly  sworn  that  we 
will  not  exercise  any  privilege,  to  which 
we  are  or  may  become  entitled,  to  disturb 
and  weaken  the  Protestant  religion  or  Pro- 
testant government  ialrejand.^ 
.  We  can  with  perfect  truth  assure  this 
honourable  Hppfiig  That  the  political  anil 
moral  princi|^,  asserted  by  these  K^emo 
and  special  tests,  are  not  merely  in  anison 
with  our  fixed  principles,  but  expressly  in- 
culcated by  the  religion  which  we  profess. 
.  And  we  do  most  humbly  trust  that,  as 
professors  of  doctrines,  which  permit  such 
tests  to  be  uken,  we  shall  appear  to  this 
honourable  House  to  be  entitled  to  the  full 
enjoyment  of  religious  freedom  undex  the 
happy  constitution  of  these  realms* 
Frequently  hia  the  legislature  of  Ireland 


borne  testimony  to  the  uniform  peaceable 
demeanour  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics, 
to  their  acknowledged  merits  as  good  and 
loyal  subjects,  to  the  wisdom  and  sound 
policy  of  admitting  them  to  all  the  bless- 
ings of  a  free  constitution,  and  of  thns 
binding  together  all  classes  of  the  people 
by  mutual  interest  and  mutual  affection. 

Yet  may  we  humbly  represent  to  this 
honourable  House,  and  we  do  so  at  this 
perilous  crisis  with  sincere  regret  and  deep 
solicitude;  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  still  remain  subject  to  severe  and 
humiliating  laws,  rigidly  enforced,  univer- 
sally felt,  and  inflicting  upon  them  divers 
injurious  and  vexatious  disabilities,  incapa- 
cities, privations,  and  penalties,  by  reason 
of  their  conscientious  adherence  to  the  re- 
ligious doctrines  of  their  forefathers. 

For  nearly  the  entire  period  of  the  last 
twenty  years,  the  progress  of  religious 
freedom  has  been  obstructed :  and,  whilst 
other  Christian  nations  have  hastened  to 
unbind  the  fetters  imposed  upon  religious 
dissent,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
have  remained  unrelieved. 

The  laws,  which  unequivocally  attest, 
our  innocence  and  our  merits,  continue  to 
load  us  with  the  pains  of  guilt;  our  own 
consciences,  the  voice  of  mankind,  acquit 
us  of  crime  and  offence.  •  Our  Protestant 
fellow-citizens  press  forward  with  gene- 
rous ardour  and  enlightened  benevolence 
to  testify  their  earnest  wishes  for  our  re- 
lief. Yet  these  penal  laws,  of  which  we 
humbly  complain,  cherish  the  spirit  of 
hostility,  and  impede  the  cordial  union  of 
the  people,  which  is  at  all  times  so  de- 
sirable, and  now  so  necessary. 

These  penal  laws  operate  for  no  useful 
or  meritorious  purpose.  Affording  no  aid 
to  the  constitution  in  Church  or  State — 
not  attaching  affection  to  either ;  they  are 
efficient  only  for  objects  of  disunion  and 
disaffection. 

They  separate  the  Protestant  from  the 
Catbdic,  and  withdraw  both  from  the 
pdblic  good ;  they  irritate  man  against 
his  fellow-creature,  alienate  the  subject 
from  the  stete,  and  leave  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic community  but  a  precarious  and 
imperfect  protection,  as  the  reward  of  fixed 
and  unbroken  allegiance. 

We  forbear  to  detail  the  numerous  in- 
capacities and  inconveniences,  inflicted  by 
those  laws,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon 
the  Roman  Catholic  community,  or  to 
dwell  upon  the  humiliating  and  ignomi- 
nious system  of  exclusion,  reproach,  and 
sospkioD,  which  they  generate  and  keep 


457]      The  General  Petition  qfthe  Caiholia  qflrdUmi.      Ama  20»  1812.  [45i 


alrve. — Perhaps  no  other  age  or  nation 
has  ever  witnessed  seTerities  more  Texa« 
tiousy  or  inflictions  more  taunting,  than 
those  which  we  have  long  endured ;  an<f 
of  which  but  too  large  a  portion  still  re* 
mains. 

Relief  froni^hese  disabilities  and  penal* 
ties  we  have  sought,  through  every  chan- 
nel  that  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  legiti* 
mate  anfl  eligible.  We  have  never  con- 
sciously violated,  or  sought  to  violate,  the 
known  laws  of  the  land  ;  nor  have  we  pur* 
sued  our  object  in  any  other  manner,  than 
such  as  has  been  usually  adhered  to,  and 
apparently  the  best  calculated  to  collect 
and  communicate  our  united  sentiments/ 
accurately,  without  tumult,  and  to  obviate 
all  pretext  for  asserting  ths^t  the  Roman 
Catholic  community  at  large,  were  indif- 
ferent to  the  pursuit  of  their  freedom. 

We  can  affirm,  with  perfect  sincerity, 
that  we  have  no  latent  views  to  realize ; 
no  secret  or  sinister  objects  to  atttain. 
Any  such  imputation  must  be  eflectually 
repelled  as  we  humbly  conceive  by  the 
consideration  of  our  numbers,  our  pro- 
perty, our  kuown  principles  and  cha- 
racter. 

Our  object  is  avowed  and  direct  ^ 
earnest,  yet  natural:  it  extends  to  an 
equal  participation  of  the  civil  rights  of 
the  constitution  of  our  country,  equally 
with  our  fellow-subjects  of  all  other  re- 
ligious persuasions :  it  extends  no  fur- 
ther. 

We  would  cheerfully  concede  the  en- 
joyment of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  all 
mankind  ;  we  ask  no  more  for  ourselves. 

We  seek  not  the  possession  of  offices, 
but  mere  eligibility  to  office,  in  common 
with  our  fellow-citizens;  not  power  or 
ascendency  over  any  class  of  people,  but 
the  bare  permission  to  rise  from  our  pros- 
trate posture,  and  to  stand  erect  in  the 
empire. 

We  have  been  taught,  that,  according 
to  the  pure  and  practical  principles  of  the 
l^ritish  constitution,  property  is  justly  en- 
titled to  a  proportionate  share  of  power ; 
and  we  humbly  trust,  that  no  reasonable 
apprehension  can  arise  from  that  power, 
which  can  only  be  obtained  and  exjercised 
through  the  constitution. 

We  are  sensible,  and  we  do  not  regret 
that  this  equality  of  civil  rights  (which 
^lone  we  humbly  sue  for)  will  leave  a  fair 
practical  ascendency,  wheresoever  pro- 
perty shall  predominate :  but  whilst  we 
cecognize  and  acknowledge  the  whole- 
AomeiiesBof  this  great  principle,  we  cannot 


admit  the  necessity  of  the  onqualifi^d  dit- 
franchisement  of  any  part  of  the  people^ 
in  a  constitution  like  that  of  these  realma* 

We  are  gratified  by  the  reflection,  that 
the  attainment  of  this  our  constitutional 
object  will  prove  as  conducive  to  the  wel*' 
fare  and  security  of  this  great  empire,  ti 
to  the  complete  relief  of  nhe  Roman  Ca- 
tholic community  :  that  it  will  secore  tb# 
quiet  and  concord  of  our  country,  anU 
mate  all  classes  of  the  people  in  the  com-' 
mon  defence,  and  form  the  most  stable 
protection  against  the  dangers  which 
heavily  menace  these  islands. 

For  we  most  humbly  presume  to  submit 
it  to  this  honourable  House  as  our  firm 
opinion,  that  an  equal  degree  of  entha- 
siasm  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  from 
men,  who  feel  themselves  excluded  from  m 
fair  participation  of  the  blessings  of  a  good 
constitution  and  government,  as  from 
those  who  fully  partake  of  its  advantages ; 
that  the  enemies  of  this  empire,  who  me* 
ditate  its  subjugation,  found  their  best 
hope  of  success  upon  the  effects  of  thoM 
penal  laws,  which,  by  depressing  milliona 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  may  weaken 
their  attachment  to  their  country,  and  im« 
pair  the  means  <lf  its  defence :  and  that 
the  continued  pressure  of  these  laws,  in 
times  of  unexampled  danser,  only  spreads 
the  general  feeling  of  distrustful  alann» 
and  augments  the  risks  of  common  ruin. 

To  avert  such  evils,  to  preserve  and  pro« 
mote  the  welfare  and  security  of  this  em- 
pire, and  to  become  thoroughly  identified 
with  our  fellow'subjects  in  interests  and 
affection,  are  objects  as  precious  in  our 
eyes,  upon  every  consideration  of  pro- 
perty, principle  and  moral  duty,  as  in 
those  of  any  other  description  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  these  realms. 

If,  in  thus  humbly  submitting  our  de- 
pressed condition,  and  our  earnest  hopes 
to  the  consideration  of  this  honourable' 
House,  we  would  dwell  upon  the  great 
numbers  and  the  property  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ire]and,'already  so  considera- 
ble and  so  rapidly  increasing,  and  to  their 
consequent  most  important  contributions 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  state— we  would 
do  so,  not  with  a  view  of  exciting  unwor- 
thy motives  for  concession,  but  in  the  ho« 
nest  hope  of  sugeestin^  legitimate  and  ra- 
tional grounds  of  constitutional  relief. 

And  deeply  indeed  should  we  lament, 
if  these  very  recommendations  should 
serve  only  to  hold  us  out  as  the  objects  of 
harsh  suspicion  at  home,  or  of  daring  at- 
tempts upon  our  allegiance  from  abroad. 
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May  we  then,  with  hearts  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  fate  of  this  our  bumble  sup- 
plication, presume  lo  appeal  to  the  wisdom 
i^nd  benignity  of  this  honourable  House  on 
behalf  of  a  rery  numerous^  industrious* 
affectionate*  and  faithful  body  of  people — 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

And  to  pray,  that  this  honourable  House 
may  be  pleased  to  take  into  their  favoura- 
ble  consideration  the  whole  of  our  condi- 
tion-x our  numbers*  our  services^  our 
merits*  and  our  sufferings. 

And*  as  we  are  conscious  of  the  purity  of 
eur  motives  and  the  integrity  of  our  prin- 
ciples* we  therefore  humbly  pray  to  be 
restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
constitution  of  our  country ;  to  be  freed 
from  all  penal  and  disabling  laws  in  force 
against  us  on  account  of  our  religious 
njth  ;  and  that  we  may  thereby  become 
more  worthy  as  well  as  more  capable*  of 
promoting  the  service  of  the  crown*  and 
the  substantial  interests  of  this  great  em* 
pire.  And  your  Petitioners  will  ever 
pray,  &c. 

The  Earl  of  Donougkmore. — My  lords ; 
the  only  remaining  observation*  with  which 
I  shall  trouble  the  House*  is  in  reference 
to  that  Petition  which  I  have  had  the  h(>^ 
Hour  of  presenting*  from  the  county  and 
city  of  Kilkenny.  The  Petition  was  not 
originally  intended  for  me,  but  had  been, 
most  properly*  committed  to  a  noble 
friend  of  mine*  (the  earl  of  Ormonde) 
ticularly  connected  with  that  county 
^d  city-— and  whose  name  stands  con- 
spicuously high  in  the  peerage  of  his 
country.  It  is  but  justice  to  my  noble 
friend*  to  express  to  vour  lordships*  the 
concern  which  my  noble  friend  feels*  that 
he  is  now  prevented  by  indisposition,  from 
giving  that  personal  support,  which  he  has 
never  failed  to  afford*,  to  the  claims  of  bis 
Catholic  countrymen  in  that  House*  on 
every  former  occasion.  To  myself*  en- 
trusted as  I  am  with  the  honour  of  pre* 
senting  to  your  lordships  the  general  Pe- 
tition of  the  Catholic  body*  my  noble 
friend  has  confided  that  of  the  county  and 
city  of  Kilkenny,  which  he  was  not  en- 
abled to  lay  on  their  lordships'  table  him- 
self; and  by  the  proxy*  which  the  noble 
earl  had  signed*  (in  his  bed,  he  has  en- 
trusted to  me*  the  power  of  giving  parlia- 
mentary effect*  to  his  known  sentiments* 
on  the  important  subject*  which  will  soon 
engage  your  lordships*  attention. 

The  Petition  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny 
beipg  the  same  as  the  General  Petition  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland*  was  notread^  but 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Earl  Grey  rose  for  the  purpose  of  pre* 
senting  a  Petition  from  his  Majesty's  sub-- 
jects  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion in  England.  This  Petition  referred 
to  one  which  had  been  presented  in  a 
former  session*  and  which  it  prayed  might 
be  taken  into  consideration.  It  was  sign- 
ed by  all  the  English  Roman  Catholic 
peers*  as  well  as  by  the  most  wealthy  and 
respectable  private  gentlemen  of  that  per- 
suasion* and  might  be  considered  as  speak- 
ing the  sense  of  the  whole  Catholic  body  in 
England*  than  whom*  he  did  not  think  a 
more  meritorious  body  existed*  nor  one 
more  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
House;  both  on  account  of  the  hardships 
under  which  they  suffered*  and  the  un- 
shaken loyalty  they  exhibited  on  all  occa- 
sions. 

The  Petition  was  then  read*  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Earl  Grtjf  said*  he  had  a  number  of  Pe- 
titions to  submit  to  the  House  of  a  diffe- 
rent description  from  those  which  had  al- 
ready been  presented ;  they  were  signed 
by  many  thousand  persons  from  the 
northern  parts  of  the  kingdom*  namely* 
Yorkshire*  Durham*  Hull*  Berwick*  Shef- 
field* &c.  The  subscribers  were  not  Ro- 
man Catholics  only*  but  comprised  many 
of  the  persons  attached  to  the  various  sects 
of  Dissenters  from  the  Protestant*  religion* 
and  others  who  were  members  of  the  Es- 
tablished Church.  They  prayed  that 
those  disabilities,  which  were  visited  on 
their  religious  tenets,  should  be  abolished* 
as  well  from  principles  of  justice  towards 
the  petitioners,  as  for  the  security  of  the 
empire  at  large.  He  felt  happy  in  con- 
gratulating the  House  and  the  country  on 
such  liberal  conduct*  which*  by  creating 
unanimity*  would  enable  the  empure  to 
bring  to  a  glorious  conclusion  the  dread- 
ful struggle  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

Petitions  from  the  different  places  men- 
tioned by  the  noble  earl*  were  then  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Mari|uis  of  Lcmidawne  presented  P^ 
titions  from  Bristol*  Exeter*  and  Taunton* 
which  were  laid  on  the  table.  The  noble 
marquis  then  observed*  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  present  two  other  Petitions*  under  cir- 
cumstances very  different  from  those 
which  had  preceded  them*  and  to  which 
he  was  extremely  desirous  of  drawing  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House.  The- 
one  was  from  the  Protestants  of  Ireland ; 
the  other  from  Protestant  noblemen  and 
gentlemen*  resident  iu  this  country,  but 
connected  by  birth  or  property  with  tha 
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sister  island,  and  calling  on  the  legisla«< 
ture  to  admit  their  Roman  Catholic  bre- 
thren to  a  full  participation  in  civil 
and  political  rights.  These  Petitions^ 
were  clearly  distingaishable  from  those 
which  had  been  already  presented,  inas- 
much as  the  petitioners  were  not  claiming 
a  boon  for  themselves,  but  for  others; 
considering,  that  the  concession  of  the 
Catholic  claims  did  not  merely  interest  a 
part,  but  the  whole  of  the  empire.  He 
was  instructed  to  state,  that  the  Petition 
from  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  was  signed 
by  nearly  8,000  names,  and  there  were  other 
F^testant  petitions,  which  had  not  yet 
reached  this  countiy,  that  bore  also  an 
immense  number  of  signatures.  And  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  state,  though  not  exact- 
ly from  his  own  knowledge,  which  was 
not  sufficiently  accurate  on  the  subject, 
that  the  signatures  to  those  Petitions, 
which  were  about  to  be  read,  represented 
decidedly  a  majority  of  the  proprietory  of 
Ireland.  He  wished  it  was  in  his  power 
to  induce  their  lordships,  when  the  Peti- 
tions were  laid  on  the  table,  to  examine 
the  names  annexed  to  them.  They  would 
there  observe  a  great  number  of  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  their  lordships' 
House,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  prin- 
cipal landed  proprietors  of  Ireland,  who  con- 
ceived that  the  security  of  the  landed  pro* 
perty  which  they  possessed,  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  progress  made  in  behalf 
of  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects. 
They  would  also  find  the  signatures  of  the 
principal  monied  capitalists  of  Ireland,  who 
were  convinced  that  the  future  beneficial 
employment  of  their  capitals  was  essen- 
tially connected  with  the  success  of  the 
application  contained  in  those  Petitions. 
They  would  also  find  the  names  of  many 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  military 
and  naval  professions,  who,  in  their  own 
behalf,  disavowed  any  wish  to  possess  the 
monopoly  of  these  professions,  conceiving 
that  they  might  be  exercised  with  more 
advantage  to  the  public,  by  the  admission 
to  their  benefits  of  persons  of  all  religious 
persuasions.  They  would  also  recognize 
among  those  signatures  (to  their  honour  be 
it  spoken),  a  great  body  of  the  parochial 
clergy  of  Ireland,  of  the  Established 
Church,  who  felt  that  the  safety  of  that 
Church  would  be  essentially  furthered  and 
promoted,  by  calling  out  in  its  defence 
the  increased  exertions  of  the  empire, 
which  would  be  produced  by  the  exten- 
sion of  the  same  privileges  to  every  class 
of  society.    He  would  not  now  say  more 


on  this  subject,  because  he  could  not  do 
it  without  anticipating  the  debate  of  to* 
morrow  evening;  but  it  was  under  the 
conviction  that  the  highly  respectable 
names  attached  to  those  Petitions  would 
have  due  weight  with  their  lordships,  that 
he  had  ventured  to  call  their  attention  to 
them. 

The  Petitions  were  then  read  and  laid 
on  the  table.  Petitions  from  the  county 
of  Kerry,  the  Queen's  county,  the  city 
and  county  of  Limerick,  and  the  county  of 
Carlow,  were  also  read  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  their  lordships 
had  now  heard  the  Petitions  of  their  fel^ 
low  subjects,  in  number  nearly  one-fourth 
part  of  the  population  of  this  kingdom^ 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  disabilities 
and  penalties  which  they  f^lt  to  be  highly 
injurious  and  oppressive  to  themseTves. 
They  had  also  heard  the  Petitions  of  their 
Protestant  brethr^,  recommending  to  oor 
favourable  consideration  this  their  jatfj> 
cause,  their  loyal  and  reasonable  reque^ 
and  praying  to  be  permitted  to  rAonnce 
the  privileges  which  they  exclusively  en* 
joyed,  to  break  down  the  barrier  which 
we  professed  to  maintain  for  their  security, 
and  to  share  with  the  whole  body  of  their 
countrymen  all  the  rights  and  all  the  duties  of 
freemen. — He  had  now,  he  said,  to  lay  be- 
fore their  lordships  a  Petition  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent complexion,  a  Petition  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  praying  that  this  relief 
may  not  be  granted  to  their  fellow- subjects,, 
but' that  we  may  steadily  continue  to  re* 
fuse  ourselves  to  attend 'to  the  Petitions 
presented  to  us  in  their  behalf,  whether 
from  Catholic  or  Protestant,  in  England  or 
in  Ireland.  In  the  rela*ion  in  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  stand  towards  that  re- 
spectable and  learned  body  (a  high  ho- 
nour he  esteemed  it),  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  present  this  Petition  to  the  House. 
With  that  request  he  had  not  hesitated  to 
comply.  He  respected  that  difference  of 
opinion  which  he  lameiUed,  and  he  gave 
the  petitioners  full  credit  for  the  same  de- 
sire with  which  he  himself  was  animated 
for  the  maintenance  of  our  established  re* 
ligion  and  government,  though  he  regret- 
ted that  the  course  which  they  recom* 
mended  for  that  purpose  was  such  as  must, 
in  his  judgment,  infallibly  lead  to  the  over- 
throw of  both. — But  in  presenting  this 
Petition,  in  which  from  the  official  stile  of 
the  corporate  body  from  which  it  came, 
his  own  name  was  necessarily  included, 
he  owed  it  to  their  lordships  and  himself 
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lo  express  respectfaUy,  bat  explicitly,  his 
total  dissent  and  disapprobation  of  its  ob- 
ject. He  owed  it  also  to  others  to  state, 
that  although  he  presented  this  Petition 
as  the  act  of  that  respectable  and  learned 
body,  the  act  ef  the  majority,  and  there- 
fore of  the  body  ;  it  was  not  now  as  for- 
merly, their  unanimous  act.  It  had  on 
the  contrary  been  opposed  by  persons 
highest  in  station  on  the  spot:  oy  the 
the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Uni?ersity,  by 
both  her  proctors,  by  seTeral  heads  of 
houses,  and  by  a  body  of  individuals  as 
respectable  for  learning,  integrity,  and 
wisdom,  as  could  be  found  in  any  assem- 
bly. But  when  he  stated  this,  let  it  not 
be  supposed  that  he  meant  to  derogate 
from  the  just  weight  due  to  the  Petition. 
The  petitioners  prayed  their  lordships  not 
to  listen  to  the  Petitions  of  their  fellow- 
subjects.  He  prayed  them  to  receive  and 
to  entertain  this  Petition — to  consider 
well  its  facts,  its  arguments,  and  its 
prayer ;  to  add  to  these  all  the  authority 
which  it  justly  derived  from  the  high  cha- 
racter of  the  body  from  which  it  proceeds, 
and  then  to  put  them  in  the  balance 
against  the  complaints  and  grievances  of 
millions,  the  prayers  both  of  Catholic  and 
Protestant  in  Ireland  ;  and  God  grant,  he 
said,  that  your  decision  may  be  such  as 
may  best  promote  the  maintenance  of 
those  interests  for  which  he  confidently 
trusted  the  supporters  and  the  opposers  of 
this  Petition  are  equally  solicitous. 

The  Petition  I'^as  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  ~^ 
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'  Monday,  April  20. 

Petitions  from  Preston,  Dumfries, 
Bristol,  Bilston,  and  Kingston  upon 
Hull,  respecting  the  Renewal  of  the 
%KST  India  Company's  Charter.]  A  Pe- 
tition of  several  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Preston,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
was  presented  and  read  :  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners,  having  observed 
that  an  application  has  been  made  to  par- 
liament, on  behalf  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, for  a  renewal  of  their  Charter,  they 
feel  it  to  be  due  to  themselves,  and  the 
country  at  large,  respectfully  to  submit 
to  the  House  their  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  are  humbly 
of  opinion,  that  the  monopoly  of  the  trade 
to  the  East  Indies,  by  an  incorporated 
Company,  with  exclusive  privileges,  to 
the  prejudice  of  private  British  merchants 
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and  traders,  is  impolitic  and  unjust  in  its 
principle,  and  has  been  practically  detri* 
mental  to  the  interests  of  the  nation  at 
large ;  and  that  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  Petitioners  are  engaged  in  trade  and 
manufacture,  and  consequently  feel  the 
effects  of  the  existing  restraints  upon  coqi- 
merce;  and  they  are  not  induced,  by  those 
restraints  only,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject  of  the  monopoly  in 
question ;  in  common  with  the  rest  of  their 
fellow  subjects,  the  Petitioners  submit, 
with  patience,  to  such  restrictions  as  ne- 
cessarily arise  from  the  actual  state  of  Eu- 
rope, and  wish  not  to  purchase  an  open 
trade  by  dishonourable  concessions  to  an 
enemy,  or  to  any  foreign  country  what- 
ever, feeling,  as  they  do,  a  perfect  confi- 
dence that  those  restrictions  will  be  re- 
moved as  early  as  possible,  consistently 
with  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  British 
empire ;  but  they  are  sincerely  convinc- 
ed, upon  grounds  of  general  policy  and 
actual  experience,  that  the  Charter  of  the 
East  India  Cbmpany  ought  not  to  be  re- 
newed, and  that  the  commerce  of  those 
extensive  territories,  in  which  that  Com- 
pany has  now  the  exclusive  right  of  trad- 
ing,  ought  to  be  free  and  open  to  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects;  and  that  the  extinc- 
tion of  this  monopoly  appears  to  the  Peti- 
tioners to  be  equally  desirable,  with  a  view 
to  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  society, 
excepting  only  those  persons  who  are 
connected  with  the  East  India  Company; 
experience  having  shown,  that  in  this 
commercial  country,  the  value  of  property 
of  every  description  is  considerably  influ- 
enced  by  the  existing  state  of  trade  and. 
manufactures;  and  that,  as  the  Petitioners 
see  no  national  ground  for  prohibiting  the 
open  commerce  of  British  subjects  in  ge- 
neral with  any  country  of  the  East,  so  nei- 
ther are  they  aware  of  any  such  ground 
for  limiting  the  exports  or  Imports  to  any 
particular  port  in  the  United  Kingdom ; 
and  they  trust  in  the  wisdom  and  firmness 
of  parliament  for  the  exclusion  of  all  par- 
tial considerations  on  any  of  the^e  points ; 
and  praying,  that  the  House  will  take 
these  matters  into  their  serious  considera- 
tion, and  not  permit  any  Bill  to  pass  which 
shall  have  the  effect  of  excludmg  private. 
British  merchants  and  traders  from  a  free.' 
and  open  commerce  with  any  of  those 
countries  in  which  the  present  Charter  of 
the  East  India  Company  enables  them  to 
monopolize  the  trade,  or  which  shall  limit- 
the  exports  of  imports  to  or  from  the  East 
to  any  particular  port  or  ports  in  Great.. 
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Britain;  and  that  no  restrictions  whateTer 
may  be  imposed  in  any  of  these  respects, 
but  such  as  shall  unequiTocally  appear  to 
the  House  to  be  clearly  and  absolutely 
necessary  upon  public  and  national  grounds 
of  expediency/' 

A  Petition  of  the  provost  bailies  and 
connciJiors  of  the  royal  borooeh  of  Dum- 
fries*  in  Scotland,  for  themselfes  andl  as 
representing  the  burgesses  and  communi- 
ty  of  the  said  borough,  was  also  presented 
and  read :  setting  forth, 

"  That,  by  various  charters  granted  at 
diflferent  seras,  sanctioned  by  the  parlia* 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  extensive  powers 
and  privileges  have  been  conferred  upon 
a  society  of  merchants,  denominated  Mer- 
chants trading  to  the  East  Indies;  and  as 
all  the  liege  subjects  of  his  Majesty  have 
been  restricted  and  prohibited,  under  se^ 
vere  pains  and  penalties,  from  exercising 
the  extension  of  commerce  in  those  parts 
of  the  world  situated  to  the  Eastward  of 
the  Cape. of  Good  Hope,  that  Company 
baa  solely  monopolized  the  whole  trad[e 
and  commerce  in  those  distant  and  exten- 
sive regions,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  although  the 
Petitioners  h^e  reason  to  believe  that  the 
flags  of  other  nations  in  amity  with  Great 
Britain,  have  been  permitted  by  our  fp>* 
vemment  to  exercise  such  an  extensive 
freedom  of  commerce ;  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners farther  understand,  that  means  are 
now  using  by  the  East  India  Company 
for  a  renewal  of  their  unlimited  Charter, 
which  is  said  to  expire  in  or  about  the 
month  of  March,  1814;  but,  as  the  Peti- 
tioners conceive  such  renewal  would  be 
nothiog  more  than  a  continuance  of  de- 
gradation to  the  commercial  spirit  of  the 
nation,  they  have  now  met  in  common 
council,  and,  after  mature  deliberation, 
have  resolved  humbly  and  constitutionally 
to  solicit  and  petition  the  House,  either  to 
refuse  entirely  a  renewal  of  the  Charter 
to  the  East  India  Company,  or  to  grant 
it  under  such  provisions  and  limitations  as 
will  permit  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom 
to  extend  its  commerce,   without  being 
subjected  to  the  pains  and  penalties  hi- 
therto imposed  in  favour  of  the  Company, 
'or  at  least  to  put  them  on  the  same  com- 
mercial footing  as  the  subjects  of  other 
states  not  at  variance  with  ibe  interests  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  praying  the  House  to 
adopt  such  measures,  either  in  the  grant- 
ing under  limitations  or  entirely  refusing 
a  renewal  of  the  Charter  to  the  lEist  India 
(VOL.  XXII.) 


Company^  sp  as  tha^  British  snbjeots  mayt 
have  such  a  participation  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  those  parts  of  India  as  majr 
be  consistent  with  the  honour  justice  and 
commercial  interests  of  this  great  nation." 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  traders 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Bristol,  was  also  presented  and  read;  s«U 
ting  forth, 

''  That  the  Petitioners,  in  contemplation 
of  an  intended  application  to  the  legisla* 
tare  ^  by  the  £ut  India  Company,  for  a 
renewal  of  their  exclusive  privilege  of 
trade,  and  confident  in  the  justice  and  wit* 
dom  of  the  House,  the  natural  and  powers 
fbl  guardians  ^f  the  people^s  rig^hts,  deeoa 
it  their  indispensable  outy  thus  early  to 
represent  to  the  House,  that  the  full  and 
free  right  to  trade  to  and  with  all  coojh 
tries  and  people  in  amity  with  their  so* 
vereign,  and  more  particularly  with  thosa 
countries  and  settlements  acquired  and 
maintained  by  the  effi>rts  and  valour  of  tha 
forces  of  his  Majesty,  is  the  undoubted 
birthright  and  inheritance  of  the  peopla 
of  this  empire;   and  that  the  eaclusiva 
privilege  of  the  East  India  Company  is  a 
manifest  infringement  of  that  right,  froan 
which  many  and  great  evils  have  resulted; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  further  humbljr 
submit  to  the  House,  as  a  sound  and  in* 
controvertible  principle,  that,  in  this  en- 
lightened   age,    commerce   can  neither 
be  benefited  nor  extended  by  monopoly; 
and  that  all  ideas  of  direct  participation 
by    the  public    treasury,  in    behalf  of 
the  nation,  in  the  profits  of  trade,  as  a 
compensation  or  purchase  for  such  mono* 
polized  commerce,  must  and  ever  will  be 
vain   and  illusory;    and  the  petitioners 
humbly  adduce  the  disappointed  expecta* 
tions  of  the  nation  and  the  legislature,  in 
regard  to  the  East  India  Company,  in  com* 
plete  illustration  of  this  prmciple;   and 
they  refer  to  the  information  before  tha 
House,  to  shew  that  the  trade  carried  on 
by  the  East  India  Company  has  decreased 
at  the  very  time  when,  by  British  exer* 
tions,  its  field  has  been  extended,  and  il« 
self  protected  from  enemies  and  hostile  ri* 
valry ;  and  that  foreigners,  by  the  advan* 
tages  of  free  and  unfettered  exertions,  have 
been  at  the  same  time  successfully  con^« 
peting  with  the  East  India  Company,  not 
only  in  the  trade  of  the  Company's  oWa 
settlements,  but  also  in  the  trade  to  China, 
to  a  vast  amount,  whilst  such  trades  have 
been  long  and  obstinately  denied  to  the 
sobjecu  of  the  United  Kingdom;  and  that 

(2  H) 
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the  petitioners  further  humbly  shew  to  the 
House,  that  the  prospect  of  pecuniary  par- 
ticipation  held  out  to  the  country  in  1793, 
not  only  has  not  been  realized,  but  hiu 
been  converted  into  repeated  claims  by 
the  East  India  Company  on  the  public 
purse  and  credit;  and  that  further  and 
still  greater  pecuniary  assbtance  is  now 
required,  to  avert  embarrassments  in  which 
the  East  India  Company  must  otherwise 
soon  be  involved  ;  and  that  the  Petitioners 
rely,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  that  the 
House  will  dkegpffd  any  arguments  that 
may  be  addaced  in  favour  of  the  East  In- 
dia CompaDjr's  exclusive  privilege,  which 
would,  it  admitted,  apply  with  equal  force 
against  the  freedom  of  any  and  of  every 
branch  of  British  commerce,  the  whole  of 
which  might  thus  be  paralized  by  mono- 
poly (as  this  great  arm  of  our  strength  has 
been)  to  the  ruin  of  our  naval  greatness 
and  the  consequent  downfall  of  our  inde- 
pendence f   and  that  the  Petitioners  beg 
leave  humbly  to  submit  to  the  House,  that 
•f  ■  all  the  effects  of  monopoly  none  is  so 
injurious  as  its  confinement  of  commerce 
to  a  particular  port ;  and  that  the  princi- 
pal out-ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  equal  privilege  of 
trade  with  the  port  of  London,  bearing,  as 
they  do  cheernilly,  their  full  and  common 
proportion  of  the  burthens  of  the  state, 
and  the  privations  which  the  unexampled 
state  of  Europe  has   brought  upon  the 
trading  and  manufacturing  classes  of  the 
community ;  and  that  trade,  when  confined 
to  a  single  port  of  a  great  empire,  must  of 
necessity,  from  being  cramped  and  nar- 
rowed, languish  and  decline  ;    and  that 
great  and  expensive  improvements  have  of 
late  years  been  made  in  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal out-ports,  with  a  view  to  4he  exten- 
sion of  commerce  and  to  the  accomihoda- 
tion  of  a  larger  class  of  ships ;    and  that 
the  known  loyalty,  integrity,  and  opu- 
lence of  the  merchants  resident  in  the  out- 
ports,  afford  ample  security  for  their  care 
of  the  vital  interests  of  their  country,  in  re. 
apect  of  its  national  revenue,  which  the 
Petitioners,  with  deference,  assert,  is  as 
diligently  and  faithfully  collected,  and  as 
cheerfully  paid,  in  those  out-ports,  as  in 
the  port  of  London ;    and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners, however  (ar  from  having  a  wish 
to  deprive  the  East  India  Company  of  any 
right  or  claim  they  may  have  on  the  jus- 
tice or  liberality  of  parliament  for  indem- 
nification, are  most  anxious  that  all  such 
claims  may  be  fairly  examined,  and  fully 
luid  liberally  remunerated;   but  further 


humbly  submit  to  the  House,  that  the 
means  of  such  remuneration  should  arise 
from  a  fair  and  equal  impost  on  the  trade 
in  question,  and  should  not  be  attempted 
by  restrictions,  which  can  only  serve  ta 
shackle  and  injure  commerce,  and  to  ha- 
rass and  perplex  the  merchant,  without 
any  solid  benefit  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany ;  and  praying  that  the  House  will 
refuse  to  comply  with  any  application  that 
may  be  made  by  the  ^ast  India  Company 
for  a  renewal  of  their  exclusive  privilege, 
and  will  leave  the  trade  to  India  and  China 
fully  and  freely  open  to  the  enterprize, 
skill,  and  capital  of  the  merchants  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  subject  only  to  such  Sa- 
lutary laws  for  its  regulation  and  protec- 
tion as  the  legislature,  in  its  wisdom  and 
paternal  care,  may  deem  necessary ;  and 
that  the  Petitioners  may  be  allowed  to  he 
heard,  by  themselves,  their  counsel  and 
agents,  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  in  support 
of  the  objects  of  their  Petifion/' 

A  Petition  of  the  master  wardens  and 
commonalty  of  merchant  venturers  of  the 
city  of  Bristol,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  Petitioners  observe,  with  the 
deepest  concern,  that  the  East  India  Com* 
pany  have  petitioned  the  House  for  a  re- 
newal of  their  Charter,  which  will  expire 
in  the  year   1814,  upon  the  principle, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  their  retain- 
ing exclusive  possession  o£  the  trade  to 
the  vast  regions  contained  between  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Ma- 
gellan; and  the  Petitioners  humbly  repre- 
sent, that  the  right  to  a  full  and  free  par- 
ticipation of  trade  and  comn^erce  to  all 
parts  and  places  possessed  by,  or  in  amity 
with,    the  United  Kingdom,  belongs  m 
coionmon  to   all  persons  and  every  pott 
within  these  realms ;   and  that,  to  restrict 
the  exports  or  imports  to  and  from  iK> 
large  a  portion  of  the  habitable  globe  as 
the  territories  of  India  singly  to  the  port 
of  London,  is  not  only  a  manifest  breach 
of  this  general  right,  but  moreover  must 
cramp  and  confine  the  trade  itself,  discou- 
rage the  industry  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  keep  d6wn  the  amount  of  the  national 
revenue ;   and  that  the  energy,  spirit  and 
enterprize  of  British  merchants,  when  un- 
fettered, will  not  only  tend  to  enlarge  the 
present  means  of  diffusing  British  articles 
throughout  India,  the  islands  and  the  vast 
dominions  of  China,  but  probably  lead  to 
the  discovery  of  new  channels  and  hitWr- 
'  to' unexplored  regi'otis  of  commerce,' wtUlfk 
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are  objects  of  essential  importance  to  the 
country  at  this  timei  when  the   greatest 
part  of  the  continent  of  Europe  is  barred 
against  British  merchants  and  British  ma- 
nufactures ;  and  that,  subsequently  to  the 
act  of  1793,   namely,    in   1797,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  grant  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  to  such  nations  of 
Europe  as  were  in  amity  with  his  Majesty, 
complete  freedom  of  trade  to  the  whole  of 
the  East  India  Company's   settlements, 
from  which,  and  from  her  intercourse  with 
China,  America  has  not  only  supplied  her 
own  wants,  but  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that, 
from  the  same  source,  the  British  West 
India  colonies  have  been  inundated,  and 
the  Mediterranean,  and    other  parts  of 
Europe,  have  been  partially  supplied  with 
East  India  and  Chinese  products  and  ma« 
nufactures ;    and  that  the  fears  which  the 
East  India  Company  express,  that  a  free, 
open,  and  unrestrained  intercourse  between 
British  merchaiits  and  the    subjects  of 
China,  may  l6ad  to  quarrels,  and  ulti- 
mately to  the  total  stoppage  of  that  branch 
of  commerce,  are  proved  to  be  groundless, 
by  the  experience  of  a  long  course  of 
years,  during  which  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  of  America  have  enjoyed 
free  intercoune  with  China  without  any 
such  consequence  having  resulted  there- 
from ;    and  that  the  port  and  harbour  of 
Bristol  has,  at  a  vast  expence,  been  ren- 
dered capable  of  receiving  and  keeping 
afloat  ships  of  very  considerable  burthen  ; 
and  the  Petitioners  think  themselves  war- 
ranted in  asserting  that  the  duties  of  cus- 
toms and  excise  are  as  well  secured,  and 
as  freely  and  faithfully  paid  and  collected 
in  that  port  as  they  can  possibly  be  in  the 
port  of  London  \    and  praying,  that  the 
House  will  not  consent  to  renew  to  the 
East  India  Company  any  of  those  exclu- 
sive commercial  privileges  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  33a  of  his  Majesty,  c.  52 ; 
but  that,  from  the  expiration  ot  that  act, 
the  trade  to  all  parts  of  the  East  Indies, 
the  Eastern  Archipelago,  and  China,  may 
be  as  freely  and  fully  open  to  all  persons 
and  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  it  at 
present  is  exclusively  to  the  E.  I.  Com- 
pany>  and  solely  to  the  port  of  London/' 

A  Petition  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bris- 
tol Dock  Company,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  said  Company,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  an  act  passed  in  the  43d  year  of 
Ills  preieot  Majesty,  bayt   constructed 


works  of  great  magnitude  and  expence* 
whereby  the  port  of  Bristol  is  converted 
into  a  floating  harbour ;    and  many  great 
inconveniences,  to  which  the  trade   and 
shipping  were  before  subject,  are  now  rf* 
iectually  remedied  ;  and  that  looking  for- 
ward to  the  period  when  the  East  India 
trade  should  be  thrown  open  to  the  exer- 
tions and  industry  of  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, the  Petitioners  formed  their  locks 
upon  a  scale  calculated   for  the  admis- 
sion of  vessels  employed  in  such  trade, 
and  of  much  larger  size  than  was  neces- 
sary for  the  shipping  usually  frequenting 
the  port;  and  that,  in  the  completion  of  IL 
work  of  so  large  an  extent,  the  petitioners 
laid  out  a  sum  not  less  than  600,000/.  for 
which  vast  expenditure  they  had  no  hopes 
or  prospect  of  ever  receiving  an  adequate 
return,  except  from  the  increase  of  the 
trade  expected  to  result  from  the  improve- 
ment;  and  that  their  expectations  in  that 
respect  have  been  hithero  entirely  disap- 
pointed, owing  principally  to  the  unex- 
ampled state  of  affairs  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  whereby  some  branches  of  trade 
heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  port  of  Bristol 
have  been  lost,  and  others  materially  less- 
ened;   and  in  consequence  thereof,  the 
duties  made  payable  by  parliament  to  the 
petitioners,  as  a  remuneration  for  their  ad- 
vances, have  fallen  far  short  of  the  intent 
of  the  legislature,  and  are  not  at  this  time 
equal  to  pay  a  dividend  of  two  and  aa 
half  per  centum  on  the  total  expenditure  ; 
and  that,  in  tlie  present  general  and  alarm- 
ing depression  of  trade  throughout  the 
kingdom,  it  is  peculiarly  fortunate  for  the 
country  that  the  approaching  terminatioii 
of  the  £ast  India  Company's  Charter  ^ili 
aflbrd  a  resource  of  a  most  extensive  and 
ample  nature,  and  perfectly  independent 
of  the  power  or  controul  of  the  common 
enemy,  by  enabling  parliament  to  throw 
open  to  the  individual  exertions  of  all  bit 
Majesty's  subjects  a  trade  hitherto   con- 
fined to  the  exclusive   enjoyment  of  a 
single  company;    and  praying,  that  the 
House  will  refuse  to  sanction  any  Bill  for 
the  renewal  of  the  East  Indi^  Company's 
Charter,  and  thereby  afford  to  the  peti- 
tioners and  to  the  country  at  large  that 
relief  which  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  times  seem  imperiously  to  require." 

A  Petition  of  several  manufacturers  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bilston,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  was  also  presented  and  read; 
setting  forth. 
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A  Petition  of  the  dock  company  at 
Ringston-upon-Hull,  was  abo  presented 
and  read ;  setting  forth, 

**  That,  in  the  14th  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  an  act  passed  for  making  a  dock, 
and  bailding  a  public  quay,  or  wharf,  at 
Kingston*upon-Hull,  and   for  the  better 
securing  his  Majesty's  rerenues  of  cu8« 
toms ;  and  that,  soon  after  the  passing  of 
the  said  act,  the  petitioners,  at  great  ex- 
pence,  made  an  extensive  dock  for  the 
accommodation  of  shipping,  and  built  m 
commodious  quay,  or  wharf,  along  the 
side  thereof  accordingly ;    and  that,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  42d 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  the  peti- 
tioners also  lately,  at  an  expence  of  up* 
wards  of  220,000^.  made  another  dock  at 
the  said  port,  with  an  entrance  into  the 
same,  capable  of  admitting  his  Majesty's 
ships  of  war  of  50  guns,  together  with 
other  extensive  quays  and  wharfs  con- 
tiguous thereto ;    and  that,  by  the  terms 
of  the  last-mentioned  act,  the  petitioners 
are  required  to  make  another  dock,  and 
to  provide  further  accommodation  for  th« 
trade  of  the  said  port,  whenever  a  speci- 
fied increase  of  tonnage  of  the  shipping 
resorting  to  the  same  may  take  place ; 
and  that,  in  addition  to  the  works  above 
enumerated,  the  petitioners  have  erected 
several  substantial  and  convenient  ware- 
houses immediately  contiguous  to  the  said 
legal   quay,   for  the  reception  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizes  imported  into, 
and  intended  for  exportation,  from   the 
said  port;    and  that  the  circumstance  of 
the  port  of  Hull  being  situate  on  the  river 
Humber,  and  communicating,   by  navi- 
gable rivers  and  canals,  with  the  manu- 
facturing counties  of   York,    Lancaster, 
Nottingham,  Derby,  Leicester,  and  Staf- 
ford,  and  with   most  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,    would  enable   the  merchants 
and  ship  owners  of  Hull  to  participate, 
with   peculiar  advantage  to  themselves, 
and  with  perfect  safety  to  the  revenue  in 
the  trade  to  the  East  Indies;  and  prayings 
that  the  House  will  be  pleased  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient, to  obtain  to  the  port  of  Hull  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  trade  to  the  East  Indies, 
and  particularly  to  the  empire  of  China, 
on  the  expiration  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's Charter. 


^'  That  in  consequence  of  the  system 
which  prevails  upon  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  continent  of  Europe  of  excluding  Bri- 
tish produce,  and  of  the  unfortunate  mis- 
understanding with  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  has  caused  their  ports  to 
be  closed,  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
the  petitioners  hare  undergone  a  very 
aevere  and  unprecedented  depression;  and 
that  when  the  petitioners  observe  the  in- 
flexible perseverance  with  which,  the 
French  ruler  pursues  his  plan  of  annoying, 
and,  if  possible,  annihilating  the  com- 
merce of  this  country,  and  likewise  the 
overwhelming  influence  he  has  obtained 
in  almost  every  part  of  Europe,  they  can- 
not but  regard  as  hopeless  any  prospect 
of  re-admission  to  the  continental  markets; 
and  that  the  petitioners  are  decidedly 
averse  to  any  tame  and  ignominious  sub- 
mission to  the  enemy  by  which  the  ho- 
nour of  the-  nation  might  be  sullied  and 
its  interests  compromised,  but  they  feel  it 
a  duty  to  express  their  full  conviction, 
that  unless  some  modes  of  commercial  re- 
lief be  adopted,  the  welfare  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  empire  will  be  materially 
endangered ;  and  it  appears  to  the  peti- 
tioners that  the  East  Indies  would  afford 
an  extent  of  country  and  population  fully 
equal  to  the  consumption  of  all  the  British 
manufactures  that  are  at  present  shut  out 
of  their  usual  markets;  therefore  they 
cannot  but  lament  the  existence  of  a  mo- 
nopoly which  excludes  the  subjects  of  this 
country  from  their  just  and  natural  rights, 
and  which,  in  common  with  all  other 
commercial  monopolies,  is  totally  incon- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  sound  justice 
and  policy;  and  that  moreover  the  peti- 
tioners humbly  state  their  firm  opinion, 
that  the  advantages  arising  to  the  East 
India  Company  from  their  exclusive  com- 
mercial privileges  are  very  trifling,  if 
any  ;  that  the  mercantile  interests  of  the 
kingdom  at  large  are  thereby  exposed  to 
severe  and  mischievous  privations,  that  at 
the  same  time  other  nations  are  suffered  to 
engross  the  benefits  of  the  Eastern  trade, 
and  that  consequently  the  abolition  of  the 
East  India  monopoly  would  be  a  most  de- 
sireable  measure ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
therefore  most  earnestly  implore  the  House 
to  take  into  immediate  consideration  the 
present  distressed  state  of  the  trade  and 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  be  most  conducive 
to  their  relief,  by  opening  the  Eastern 
•  markets  to  the  spirit,  enterprize,  and  inge- 
nuity of  the  empire  at  large." 


i# 


A  Petition  of  the  guild  or  brotherhood 
of  masters  and  pilots,  seamen  of  the  Tri- 
nity-house of  Kingston-upon-Hull,  waa 
also  presented  and  read  j  setting  forth,   ' 
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**  That,  however  necessary  the  mono- 
poly of  the  East  India  Company  might 
have  been  at  the  time  it  was  originally 
granted,  by  which  that  Company  became 
possessed  of  the  whole  trade  of  India, 
China,  and  other  countries  comprehended 
in  their  Charter,  it  is  now  become  inex- 
pedient, as  a  measure  of  general  national 
policy,  is  unjust  and  extremely  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  all  other  British  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners ;  and  that,  in  case 
the  trade  to  the  British  dominions  in  India, 
and  to  the  countries  eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  were  opened  to  all  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  immense  advan- 
tages and  wealth  would  be  derived  there- 
from, the  advantages  of  which  are  at  pre* 
sent  actually  enjoyed  by  all  other  flags 
except  the  British ;  and  that,  as  every 
port  of  this  Uniied  Kingdom  is  equally 
entitled  to  the  advantages  of  foreign  trade, 
any  regulations  which  would,  in  future, 
confine  the  trade  of  the  East  to  the  port  of 
London,  would  be  unjust,  and  contrary  to 
those  wise  principles  of  sound  policy  by 
which  this  nation  is  governed,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  just  rights  of  every  other  sea 
port  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  fully  persuaded,  that  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter  of  the  East  India 
Company,  in  1814,  affords  a  promising 
and  most  fortunate  opportunity  of  grant- 
ing to  the  subjects  of  this  country  a  relief 
which  government  has  not  had  in  its 
power,  for  many  years,  and  whicti,  if  lost, 
will  be  attended  with  incalculable  disap- 
pointment to  the  fair  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  country  ;  and  praying,  that 
the  House  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such 
measures,  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem 
meet,  in  opening  this  most  important 
branch  of  commerce  to  all  the  subjects  of 
the  nation,  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
present  existing  Charter  of  the  East  India 
Company." 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants  ship  owners 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Kingston-upon- 
Hull,  was  also  presented  and  read ;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  approaching^  expiration  of 
the  East  India  Company's  Charter  having 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  House,  the 
petitioners  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state 
their  hopes  and  wishes  on  that  important 
subject;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  fully 
persuaded,  that  if  the  trade  to  the  British 
dominions  in  India,  and  to  the  immense 
and  populous  countries  included  in  the 
Cburter,  were  laid  open  to  the  skills  in- 


duetry*  and  capital  of  private  merchantt, 
it  would  be  conducted  with  a  degree  of 
energy  and  economy  which  a  large  public 
body  is  incapable  of  exercising,  new  chain 
nels  of  commerce  would  be  discoveredt 
the  consumption  of  our  manufactures  ex« 
tended,  and  our  shipping  increased,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  parties  concerned,  and 
the  permanent  augmentation  of  the  wealthy 
power,  and  resources  of  the  British  em- 
pire  ;  and  tbat  the  extensive  and  flourish* 
ihg  commerce  of  the  United  States  of 
America  with  India  and  the  Chinese  em* 
pire,  exhibits  a  proof,  that  these  expecta- 
tions of  advantage  from  the  exertions  of 
private  individuals  are  not  unfounded; 
and  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to  repre^ 
sent,  that  any  partial  modification  of  tbo 
trade  would,  in  their  opinion,  fall  ex* 
tremely  short  of  those  advantages  which 
would  accrue  from  the  total  abolition  of 
the  existing  monopoly ;  and  they  do« 
therefore,  humbly  and  earnestly  depre* 
cate  any  continuation  of  the  Company's 
exclusive  privilege  to  the  commerce  with 
China:  they  conceive  that  the  British 
character  forbids  the  injurious  suspicion 
that  their  intercourse  with  the  Chinese 
would  be  disturbed  by  a  conduct  deficient 
in  discretion  or  propriety,  whilst  the  Ame* 
ricans,  and  other  nations,  have  maintained 
a  similar  intercourse  without  interruption  : 
they  also  think,  that  no  greater  necessity 
for  monopoly  exists  with  a  view  to  secure 
the  duties  on  tea,  than  those  on  sugar^ 
rum,  or  any  other  highly-taxed  article  of 
importation ;  and  the  petitioners  hope 
and  trust  that  no  reason  can  be  found» 
either  in  justice  or  in  policy,  for  the  ex* 
elusion  of  the  out  ports  from  the  benefit 
of  the  trade  with  India,  and  situate  as  the 
town  of  Hull  is,  on  a  great  estuary,  the 
Humber  communicating  by  inland  navi* 
Ration  with  the  principal  manufacturing 
districts,  and  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
kingdom,  they  entertain  no  doubt  that  the 
facilities  these  circumstances  present  would 
enable  the  petitioners  to  engage  in  it  with 
advantage  to  themselves  and  to  their  coun- 
try ;  and  the  petitioners  further  humbly 
request,  that  the  House  will  not  impose 
any  restraint  on  the  British  merchant  re* 
specting  the  burthen  of  any  vessel  to  be 
employed  in  the  trade,  but  leave  the 
choice  to  his  own  judgment  and  discre- 
tion ;  and  that  the  commercial  distresses 
which  the  petitioners  have,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  experienced 
from  the  enormous  power  and  influence  of 
the  enemy  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
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furnish  abundant  reasons  for  applying  to 
tiie  House,  with  earnestness  and  with  con* 
fidence^  for  the  purpose  of  openinff  new 
channels  of  intercourse  with  those  distant 
regions,  where  the  success  of  his  Majesty's 
arms,  by  sea  and  by  land;  has  established 
British  dominion  on  a  permanent  basis, 
and  has  secured  British  commerce  against 
all  danger  of  hostile  interference;  and 
praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet,  for 
granting  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
irom  and  ai^r  the  expiration  of  the  East 
India  Company's  Charter,  a  free  trade  to 
and  from  India  and  its*  dependencies,  and 
to  and  from  the  empire  of  China/' 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table. 


Petition  of  Samuel  Fletcher,  Brewer, 
Of  Westminster.]     Sir  Francis  Burdett 

E resented  a  Petition  from  Samuel  Fletcher, 
rewer,  maltster,  and  potter,  Thames  Bank, 
Westminster,  which  was  read  ;  setting 
fprth, 

'*  That  the  petitioner  was  a  brewer,  malt- 
ster, and  potter,  at  Thames  Bank,  in  the 
liberties^  of  Westminster,  in  the  parish  of 
Saint  George  Hanover  square  ;    and  that, 
in  the  spring  of  1 809»  three  of  the  Excise 
officers  entered,  and  were,  in  the  absence 
of  the  petitioner  and  his  workmen^  de- 
tected in  robbing   the   premises ;    com- 
plaint was  made  to  the  surveyor,  who  re- 
ported them  to  the  Board  of  Excise,  who 
soon  after  removed  him  and  appointed 
another  in  his  stead  ;    between  this  new 
officer,  and  one  of  the  old  offenders,  were 
planned  a  conspiracy  for  the  ruin  of  the 
petitioner ;  no  less  than  seven  informations 
were  invented,  and  laid,  between  the  5th 
iif  October  and  the  29th  of  November 
1809,  the  penalties  of  which  amount  to 
1,000/. :  had   all  these  accusations  been 
true,  instead  of  being  most  palpably  false, 
the  actual  fraud  on  the  revenue  could  not 
amount  to  one  single  farthing ;  and  that 
the  petitioner  was  summoned  to,  and,  on 
the  26ih  of  February,  1810,  without  legal 
form,  or  the  benefit  of  judge,  jury,  coun- 
ael,  or  witnesses,  tried  at  the  Excise  office, 
on  the  naked  testimony  of  their  own  offi- 
cers, who  had  made  no  scruple  to  rob  the 
accused  in  open  day ;  not  only  these  offi- 
cers, but  the  court,  acl^nowledged  that  no 
fraud  could  be  committed  or  intended  by 
the  first  pretended  offence  ;  and,  in  their 
evidence  on  the  second  and  third  informa- 
tions, five  wilful  peijuries  were  proved  by 
their  own  officerSj  who  were  broij^ht  for* 
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ward  to  support  their  testimony ;   in  tbo 
fifth  two  more  perjuries  were  intended^ 
but  the  charge   relinquished    from  the 
dread  of  detection ;  and  that  the  fifth  was 
for  the  Tery  common  misfortune  of  an  ac- 
cidental leak  in  a  cistern  ;    in  their  evi- 
dence to  the  siij^th  and  seventh  informa- 
tion, not  only  are  there  four  most  gross 
perj[urie8  proved  on  the  oath  of  the  best 
witnesses ;  but,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the 
facts  they  swore  to  are  impossible  to  be 
true  ;    yet  one  of  the  commissioners  told 
the  petitioner  that  the  evidence  was  clear 
enough  to  convict  him  of  murder,  and, 
without  allowing  a  reply,  proceeded   to 
levy  fines  for  every  one  of  these  pretended 
offences,  though  do  shadow  of  guilt  ap- 
peared, to  the  amount  of  \l2l  5s. ;  a  Pe- 
tition was  next  morning  sent  to  the  Board, 
prating  for  a  fair  trial,  or  further  investi- 
gation ;  this  Petition  was  answered  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  by  seizing  ail 
the  property,  a  cargo  of  porter  intended 
for  exportation,  and  all  the  business  was 
stopped,  though  there  were  ten  times  the 
amount  of  these  penalties  in  other  property 
on  the  premises ;   to  prevent  the  sale,  and 
destruction  of  the  goods,  the   penalties 
were  all  paid,  and  costs,  reserving  the 
right  of  appeal  on  the  two  last  cases,  the 
penalties  on  them  amounting  to   100/.; 
and  that  this  court  of  appeal,  which  con- 
sisted of  six  commissioners  and  counsel, 
and  the  same  attorney  who  presided  at 
the  Excise  office  6th  February,  met  in 
Westminster  the  23d  of  May ;   the  three 
informers  were  now  again  brought  for- 
ward and  sworn ;    the  same  man  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  robbery  (a  fact  he 
here  confessed,)  was  here  also  the  favourite 
and  leading  evidence;    the  perjury  at  the 
Excise  office  was  confessed,  and  new  one^ 
committed ;   but,  incredible  as  it  may  ap« 
pear,  the  party  accused,  who  was  allowed 
a  sort  of  defence  in  London  in  Februarys- 
was  not  now,  in  a  court  to  which  he  was 
sent  to  for  redress  in  Weatminster  in  May 
following,  sufiered  to  open  bis  mouth  ia 
reply,  or  defence,  nor  yet  call  a  single 
witness  in  his  behalf;  it  is  therefore  need- 
less to  add,  that  the  orifpinal  judgment  was 
confirmed ;  and  the  aohcitor  to  the  Excise 
now  drew  from  bis  pocket  two  long  bills, 
and  presented  to  tha  appellant's  attorney, 
being  the  entire  exnence,  and  that  doubled, 
of  assembling  ana  holding  their  court  j 
and  that  these  informers,  being  thus  en- 
couraged and  paid,  they  thrice  attempted, 
between  this  time  and  the  latter  end  of 
July,  to  renew  their  informations  and 
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plunder ;    their  laboars,    however,  here 
ended  with  a  sarcharge  of  1 1 3  bushels  of 
malt  more  than  their  own  account  proves 
to  have  been  made  ;  and  that,  on  the  1 4th 
of  May,  125  barrels  of  porter  were  shipped, 
the  debenture  113/.  was  in  due  time  ap- 
plied for,  it  was  refiised,  and  no  cause  was 
to  this    hour  assigned;    application  was 
twice  made  to  the  Board  by  Petition,  who 
pretended  to  refer  to  the  officers,  who  de- 
clared it  strong  beer,  and  entitled  to  the 
drawback,  but  at  last  the  Petitions  they 
pretended  were  lost ;    and  that  a  Petition 
Was  now  advised  to  be  sent  to  the  Trea- 
sury ;  it  was  presented  there  at  1 1  o'clock 
S:6th  July,  accompanied  with  an  affidavit, 
proving  the  facts  related  ;  there  it  was  re- 
gistered, **  a  conspiracy  of  Excise  officers,'* 
and  refered  to  the  Board  of  Excise  for  their 
reply ;  but,  between  7  and  8  o'clock  the. 
same  evening,  they  send  an  extent  on  the 
premises,  commanding   to    seize   all  the 
property,  and  imprison  the  petitioner  for 
^80/.  3f.  lOd.  which  they  pretend   was 
due  for  duty  on  beer,  the  amount  of  the 
beer  duly  on  the  Excise  books,  including 
the  strong  beer  duty  for  that  exported, 
was  93/.  155.  6c/.  the  drawback,  which  be- 
came due  on  the  15th  of  June,  was  113/.; 
if  this  beer  which  their  own  officets  de- 
clai-ed   and    allowed  to  be  exported   as 
strong  beer,  was  so,  a  fact  which  admits 
of  no  controversy,  they  having  seized  the 
property  for  strong  beer  duty,  then  the  ba- 
lance due  from  the  Excise  to  the  petitioner 
was  19/.  4'5.  6d,;   but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
this  beer  could  now  be  proved  to  be  not 
strong,  but  table-beer,  then  more  than  11/. 
could  not  be  due  to  them  on  that  score ; 
the  affidavit,  however,  which  accompanied 
the  Petition,  settles  this  point ;    and  that, 
after  wailing  seven  weeks  for  an  answer 
from    the    Treasury,    a    memorial    was 
sent  there,  complaining  also  of  the  new 
outrage  of  the  extent ;    after  waiting  six 
weeks  for  an  answer  to  this,  a  letter  was 
written  to  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
briefly  staling  the  whole  of  the  grievance ; 
a  note  was  soon  after  received  from  him, 
saying,  that  tlie  Board  of  Excise  had  pro- 
mised to  miike  their  official  reportshortly ; 
after  another  pause  of  about  a  month,  a  per- 
sonal application  was  made  to  the  secre- 
tary, to  request  the  favour  of  an  explana- 
nation   of   the    meaning    of   the    word 
•'  shortly  ;"    a  gentleman  now  came  for- 
ward, and  said,  "  Mr.  Harrison  is  engaged ; 
he  desires  me  to  say,  that  the  Board  of 
Excise  can  justify  their  proceedings,  and 
are  now  in  search  of  evidence  to  justify, 


them  in  withholding  the  payment  of  dm 
drawback ;  a  Petition  was  now  (in  August} 
presented  to  the  Prince  Regent,  bat  no  re* 
dress,  nor  even  a  reply,  was  ever  obtained ; 
in  the  mean  time,  both  body  and  goodi 
were,  by  the  command  of  the  writ  (a  copy 
of  which  is  preserved,)  doomed  for  four 
months  to  lay  under  the  interdict  of  ibii 
barbarous  inquisition,  no  provision  made 
for  the  sustenance  of  man*  womaiij  or  chfld^ 
nor  even  for  the  live  stock  on  the  premises, 
some  have  periled  for  want,  some  were 
stolen,  and  some  sold*  and  the  money  takett 
by  the  officers ;  and  finally, after  remaining 
between  five  and  six  months  on  the  pre* 
mises,  the  effects  were  sold  off,  in  one  lol» 
for  140/.  and  the  lease  of  62  years  became 
forfeit  to  the  landlord ;  thus  is  all  which 
has  been  expended  in  this  concern  under 
the  pledged  security  of  public  law,  and 
which  amounts  to  upwards  of  5,000/.  de* 
stroyed  by  a  species  of  crime  the  moH 
disgusting  in  its  nature,  and  terrible  in  ita 
consequences,  the  world  ever  saw;  and 
that  the  petitioner,  being  thus  despoiled 
of  his  property,  debarred  the  meant  ef 
self-defence,  and  cut  off  from  every  hoM 
of  legal  redress  for  the  grievous  iojuntsa 
he  has  sustained,  at  last  appeals  to  the 
House;  in  the  hope  that  there  is  still  a  re* 
sponsible  power  remaining  somewhere ; 
and  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  peraoni 
and  property  of  Englishmen  should  be 
wholly  without  the  means  of  protection  in 
their  own  country  ;  therefore  the  peti- 
tioner humbly  prays  the  House  to  take 
his  case  into  consideration,  and  afford  him 
that  redress  which  the  national  honour  and 
justice  may  in  their  wisdom  appear  to  de- 
mand." 

Ordered  to  lie  upqn  the  table* 

Petition  op  thb  Roman  Cathowcs 
OP  England.]  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Speaker  ; 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  Petition  from  a  most 
respectable,  most  loyal,  and,  if  honourable 
ancestry  be  an  object  of  consideration,  a 
very  illustrious  portion  of  his  Majesty^f 
subjects — I  mean  the  Koman  Catholics  of 
England,  who  have  been  pleased  to  ex* 
press  a  wish,  that  I  should  be  the  bearer 
of  their  claims  to  this  House.  It  must  be 
to  them,  as  well  as  to  you.  Sir,  and  to  the 
House,  a  melancholy  recollection,  that 
two  years  ago  these  claima  were  in  the 
hands  of  one,  who  had  the  means  of  doing 
ample  justice  to  any  cause,  however  greai 
and  momentous  its  importance. 

Of  those  splendid  talents  and  powerftil 
and  efficacious  virtues,  we  are  now^berefk 
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The  petitioners  state,  that  "  in  affection 


—-by  dispensations  which  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  scrutinize ;  though,  to  the  narrow 
views  of  human  judgment,  it  would  seem 
there  never  was  a  period  in  our  history, 
when  the  country  stood  so  much  in  need 
of  such  eminent  and  distinguished  quali- 
ties, to  sustain  it  against  the  awful  tide  of 
danger  which  is  beating  against  it.  The 
details  of  the  grievances^  of  which  the  pe- 
titioners complain,  will  be  found  in  the 
petition  presented  by  Mr.  Windham,  in 
the  year  IS  10;  and  it  is  not  my  intention, 
on  this  occasion,  to  expatiate  at  any  length 
on  the  various  topics  which  grow  out  of 
this  most  copious  and  productive  subject. 
It  may,  nevertheless,  be  not  improper  for 
me  to  recal  to  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Eng- 
land stood  in  a  difiierent  predicament  from 
that  of  any  other  persons  of  the  same  per- 
suasion in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions. In  Canada,  the  Roman  Catholics 
are  on  the  same  footing  with  their  Protes- 
tant brethren.  In  Ireland  (I  lament  to  say 
it,)  there  are  still  restrictions  on  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  ;  but 
the  Catholics  of  England  labour  under  dis- 
abilities, from  .which  their  fellow  subjects, 
of  the  same  faith  in  Ireland,  are  exempt. 
The  English  Catholic  cannot  vote  for  a 
member  of  parliament ;  he  is  shut  out  of 
all  corporations ;  he  is  inadmissible  to  de- 
grees in  the  universities ;  he  is  not  allow- 
ed to  act  as  a  magistrate;  he  is  excluded 
from  all  offices,  both  civil  and  military, 
and  so  is  incapable  of  serving  his  Majesty 
in  any  commission,  either  in  the  army  or 
navy.  This  is  the  situation  or  rather  this 
is  the  state  of  disfranchisement  of  persons, 
whose  names  cannot  be  read  by  English- 
men without  kindling,  in  their  breasts, 
emotions  connected  with  the  memory  of 
the  past  achievements  and  ancient  renown 
of  the  country.  This  is  the  predicament 
of  the  descendants  of  those,  who,  when  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith  was  the  established 
religion  of  the  realm,  were  the  most 
strenous  opposers  of  foreign  influence ; 
and  who  were  not  only  the  proud  assertors 
of  the  external  independence  of  the  king- 
dom, but  were  among  the  founders  of  our 
domestic  riehts  and  liberties.  This  is  the 
condition  of  those,  whose  ancestors,  even 
in  the  midst  of  the  religious  feuds  and 
animosities  which  succeeded  the  Reforma- 
tion, were  still  admissible  to  the  martial 
professions;  and  not  only  accompanied, 
bat  in  some  instances  led  our  fleets  and 
armies  to  battle  and  to  victory*  against  in- 
Tading  enemies  of  the  Catbolic  persuasion. 


to  his  majesty's  sacred  person  and  govern- 
ment ;  in  zeal  for  the  cause  and  welfare  of 
the  country  ;  in  detestation  of  the  views 
and  designs  of  any  foreign  power  against 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  or  the  welfare 
or  independence  of  the  kingdom;  the 
English  Roman  Catholics  yield  to  no  por- 
tion whatever  of  his  Majesty's  subjects." 
They  therefore  solicit,  respectfully  solicit. 
Sir,  to  participate  in  the  remaining  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  constitution,  that 
they  may  be  enabled  more  efficaciously  to 
rally  round  the  fortunes  of  the  country,  in 
this  hour  of  its  need  and  peril.  With  these 
views,  they  throw  themselves  with  confi- 
dence on  the  wisdom,  the  policy,  the 
justice,  and  I  hope  I  may  add,  on  the 
hearts  and  feelings  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  I  propose  now  only  to  move,  that 
the  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table;  not 
meaning,  however,  to  deprive  myself  of 
the  right  of  adopting  further  proceedings 
on  it,  in  case  it  should  hereafter  appear  to 
to  me  to  be  my  duty  to  do  so.  I  therefore, 
shall  move,  that  the  Petition  be  now  read, 
previous  to  its  being  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Petition  was  then  read  ;  setting 
forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave 
to  represent  to  the  House,  that,  at  the 
time  of  his  Majesty's  accession  to  the 
throne,  the  laws  in  force  in  this  kingdom 
against  persons  professing  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  were  sanguinary  and  op- 
pressi^re ;  and  that  several  of  these  laws 
have  been  repealed  by  the  acts  of  the  1 8th 
and  31st  of  his  present  Majesty,  but  that 
many  are  still  in  force  against  them,  from 
the  effects  of  whiph  they  severely  suffer ; 
and  that  the  only  ground  alleged  u>r  conti- 
nuing these  laws  in  fo^ce  against  them  is» 
their  adherence  to  their  religious  princi- 
ples; but  the  petitioners  humbly  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  the  House,  that  this 
adherence  ought  not  in  justice  to  expose 
them  to  penalties  or  disabilities,  as  they 
hold  no  principle  which  is  adverse  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  or  the  duties  of 
good  citizens ;  they  have  taken  the  oaths 
and  signed  the  declarations  prescribed  in 
the  acts  which  have  been  passed  for  their 
relief,  and  in  tbem  have  explicitly  dis- 
claimed every  principle  inconsistent  with 
their  duty  to  their  king  or  their  country 
that  has  ever  been  charged  upon  thorn  ; 
and  the  petitioners  submit  to  the  House, 
that  their  uniform  and  irreproachable  con- 
duct, and  particularly  iheir  refusal  of  those 
oaths,  the  taking  of  which  would  at  once 
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place  them  on  a  level  with  their  fellow 
subjects,  are  much  stronger  and  more  de- 
cisive proofs  of  the  integrity  of  their  priii« 
ciples  than  can  be  manifested  by  any  oath 
or  declaration  whatsoever :  and  that,  in 
affection  to  his  Majesty's  sacred  person 
and  government,  in  zeal  for  the  cause  and 
welfare  of  the  country,  in  detestation  of 
the  views  and  designs  of  any  foreign  power 
against  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  or  the 
welfare  or  independence  of  the  kingdom, 
the  English  Roman  Catholics  yield  to  no 
portion  whatever  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.; 
aud  praying,  that  the  House  will  take  into 
consideration  the  penalties  and  disabilities 
to  which  the  English  Roman  Catholics  are 
still  subject^  and  grant  them  such  relief  as 
shall  in  their  great  wisdom  be  deemed 
expedient.''     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Petition  from  tub  Pbotestants  of 
Ireland  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics.] Mr.  Maurice  Piitgerald,  knight 
of  Kerry,  rose  and  said  :— Sir ;  I  am  charg- 
ed with  the  Petition  which  is  to  be  present- 
ed to  this  House  from  the  persons  whose 
names  are  signed  thereto,  being  Protestant 
land-owners  in  Ireland.  Some  circum* 
stances  that  have  occurred  regarding  it, 
render  it  necessary  that  I  should  trouble 
the  House  with  a  few  words.  I  would 
first  take  the  liberty  of  stating  why  it  has 
devolved  upon  so  insignificant  an  individual 
as  myself,  to  present  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant Petitions  that  can  be  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  parliament.  It  may 
be  known  that  the  member  for  Dublin,  at 
whose  suggestion  this  Petition  was  first  set 
on  foot,  was  immediately  afterwards 
obliged  to  leave  Ireland,  and  it  devolved 
upon  me  to  undertake  the  task  he  reluc- 
tantly resigned,  and  to  be  instrumental  in 
its  progress,    and  I  am  consequently  in 

Eossession  of  circumstances  important  to 
e  known,  previous  to  the  approaching 
discussion  of  the  Catholic  Question.  The 
Petition  is  from  the  Protestant  proprietors 
of  Ireland,  and  is  perfectly  unprecedented 
not  only  in  amount  of  property,  belonging 
to  individuals,  who  have  annexed  their 
names  at  any  former  time  to  a  Petition  on 
this  subject,  but  it  is  the  first  instance  of 
any  gt^neral  application  on  the  part  of  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland  on  behalf  of  their 
Catholic  fellow-su Ejects.  To  establish 
the  importance  of  the  Petition,  it  is  huffi 
cient  for  aw  lo  state  what,  without  an  ap- 
proach to  exaggeration,  I  may  confidently 
assert,  I  hat  it  expresses  the  senumentAof  a 
deci'led  majority  of  the  Protestant  pro- 
(  VOL.  XXil. ) 


prietors  of  Ireland. — [Hear,  hear!  1^1  am 
desirous  of  repeating  the  fact,  because  if 
it  be  thought  that  I  overstate  it,  I  am  de- 
sirous to  be  contradicted^  that  I  may  re- 
sort to  the  proofs  with  which  I  am  pro- 
vided. I  repeat,  therefore,  that  the  Pe- 
tition expresses  the  sense  of  a  decided  ma* 
jority  of  the  Protestant  proprietors  of  Ire* 
land,  both  landed  and  commercial.  I 
feel  it  right  further  to  explain,  that  this 
Petition,  although  most  respectably  and 
numerously  signed,  by  no  means  con- 
taint  the  names  of  all  those  Protestants 
who  are  favourable  to  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion on  principle ;  and  I  wish,  with  the  ut- 
nost  confidence  in  the  fact,  to  mention 
the  reason  why  the  names  of  several  who 
are  favourable  to  it  on  principle,  do  not 
appear  to  this  address.  A  great  number 
of  Protestants  in  Ireland  did  entertain  m 
notion  that  it  would  be  proper,  in  any  Pe« 
tition  presented  to  parliament,  to  include 
conditions  and  securities.  A  large  pro* 
portion,  therefore,  declined  affixing  their 
signatures,  because  it  did  not  comprize 
the  stipulations  they  required  to  be  in- 
serted. I  wish  further  to  state,  that  many 
of  those  whose  names  are  affixed,  do  not 
desire  Catholic  Emancipation  uncondi* 
tionally ;  but  it  appears  to  all  who  have 
signed,  that  it  was  not  a  proper  matter  to 
be  mentioned  in  a  Petition,  but  that  it 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment; there  are  numbers  who  would 
willingly  have  added  their  signatures,  if 
those  conditions  had  been  inserted.  Many 
who  expressed  themselves  decidedly  fa- 
vourable to  the  object  in  view,  have  re- 
fused to  sign  it,  on  account  of  the  violenco 
of  the  recent  differences  between  the  Irish 
government  and  a  part  of  the  Catholic 
body. — 1  think  I  have  now  stated  enough 
to  entitle  this  Petition  to  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  parliament  I  have,  however* 
to  add,  what  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
mention,  that  against  the  Petition  (con- 
ducted in  the  most  moderate  manner,  in* 
tentionally  guarded  against  the  slightest 
imputation  of  an  attempt  to  agitate  tbo 
public  feelings)  all  the  influence  that  could 
possibly  be  used  by  the  Irish  government 
ha>  been  directed.  (Mr.  W.  Pole  said 
•  No,  no;"  very  audibly  across  the  House.) 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  says  No ;  and 
having  so  asserted,  1  feel  myself  bound  to 
go  into  proofs  of  the  fact.  I  say  again, 
not\^ithstanding  this  contradiction,  that 
the  influence  of  government  has  been  most 
notoriously  and  indecently  directed  against 
tne  Petition  I  bold  in  my  hand.  The  office 
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of  8h«ri£P,  a  place  of  most  sacred  tmtt,  and 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  doe  dis- 
tribution of  justice,  has  been  tampered 
with.  Persons  wbo  had  been  promised  to 
be  made  sheriffs  for  the  ensuing  ^ear,  have 
been  set  aside,  because  the  hiaiTidoa)  re- 
commending one  of  them  had  signed  the 
Protestant  Petition.  I  say,  that  another 
person  who  was  actually  understood  to  be 
appointed,  did  signify  to  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, that  ha? ing  also  signed  the  Petition, 
lie  apprehended  he  should  be  deemed  an 
improper  person  to  fulfil  the  duties,  as  his 
predecessor  was  rendered  incapable  on  a 
similar  account.  I  know  that  individuals 
possessing  public  situations,  I  will  not  say 
directly,  but  indirectly,  received  menaces 
from  the  government,  that  they  should  for- 
feit their  places  if  they  favoured  the  Pe- 
tition. }  know,  too,  that  the  partisans  of 
government  have  held  out  threats  to  people, 
if  they  suffered  the  Petition  even  to  re- 
main in  their  houses ;  the  terrors  of  in- 
flicted vengeance  have  been  used  in  the 
aaost  undisguised  manner  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  defeating  the  Petition.  Under 
all  these  circumstances  it  stands  a  proud 
proof  of  the  rapidly  extending  liberality 
of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  in  favour  of 
Catholic  Emancipation.  It  is  to  me  an 
extreme  gratification  to  state,  that  the  most 
numerous  signatures  are  obtained  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
are  peculiarly  Protestant.  I  am  the  more 
proud  of  it,  because  it  shews  a  change  of 
opinion  in  the  only  part  of  Ireland  for- 
merly most  opposeo  to  this  measure :  it  is 
a  change  to  be  well  considered  by  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  because  it  proves  that 
the  Protestants  as  well  as  Catholics  are  now 
united  in  the  cause.  I  have  said  that  it  is 
signed  very  numerously ;  but  the  names 
are  not  nearly  so  numerous  as  they  would 
have  been>  if  the  Petition  had  been 
circulated  among  the  lower  classes. 
In  several  districts .  the  signatures  only 
of  persons  of  considerable  property  are 
affixed  to  it^  a  circumstance  very  much 
to  be  regretted  ;  because,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  it  would  have  been  desirable 
to  have  ascertained  thus  unequivocally  the 
sense  of  the  middle,  as  well  as  the  higher 
order  of  Protestants.  The  persons  who 
had  the  management  of  it  were,  however, 
desired  to  apply  only  for  the  siffnatures  of 
persons  of  landed  property;  and  although 
It  is  swelled  by  the  names  of  several 
thousands,  it  is  not,  for  this  reason,  of  such 
magnitude  as  it  would  otherwise  have  ap- 
peared,   i  should  ramark  also^  that  there 


are  several  parts  of  Ireland,  to  which,  from 
accidental  circumstances,  the  Petition  was 
oot  sent ;  but  where,  had  it  been  other- 
wise,  it  would  have  met  with  very  exten- 
sive support.  In  some  parts  many  signa- 
tures have  been  obtained  which  have  not 
been  affixed  to  this  Petition ;  for,  by  letters 
I  have  received  to  day,  I  find  that  since  I 
quitted  Ireland,  several  copies  of  it  have 
been  signed  most  respectably  in  the  county 
of  Down,  which  is  more  peculiarly  a  Pro- 
testant district.  Under  these  circurn- 
stances  I  feel  myself  authorised,  not  only 
to  beg  permission  to  bring  this  Petition 
up,  that  it  may  be  laid  upon  the  table,  but 
to  recommend  to  the  House  to  receive  it 
with  serious  attention,  as  containing  the 
decided  sentiments  of  the  uninfluenced 
and  independent  part  of  the  Protestant 
proprietors  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  WdlcBlty  Pole.^^if  I  after  what  has 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  I 
cannot  avoid  offering  a  few  observations  to 
the  House.  As  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
has  stated  that  the  Petition  was  signed  by 
a  great  majority  of  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 
land, I  am  not  disposed  to  dispute  the 
assertion ;  but  I  am  much  surprised,  not- 
withstanding; and  it  is  the  nrst  time  I 
have  ever  heard,  that  the  majority  of  resi- 
dent Protestants  in  Ireland  were  supposed 
to  be  favourable  to  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics. I  know,  indeed,  that  great  pains 
has  been  taken  to  promote  signatures ;  but 
I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that 
if  the  zeal  of  the  Protestants  had  been 
equally  excited  for  a  different  purpose. 
Petitions  of  a  very  different  description 
would  be  sent  in  from  a  very  numerous 
body  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  The 
statement,  however,  which  called  me  up 
vras,  that  the  government  of  Ireland  had 
interfered  to  obstruct  the. success  of  the 
Petition,  and  particularly,  that  they  would 
not  appoint  a  sheriff  who  was  known  to 
have  signed  the  Petition.  I  happened  to 
be  in  Ireland  at  the  period  when  the  idea 
of  the  Petition  was  first  suggested  at  a 
dinner  given  to  the  friends  of  religious  li- 
berty in  Dublin,  last  December,  but  I 
never  heard  till  now  of  the  interference  of 
government  to  oppose  the  progress  of  such 
a  Petition.  On  the  contrary,  their  object 
throughout  has  been  to  allow  the  Catholics 
to  proceed  by  Petition  as  long  as  they 
thought  proper  to  confine  themselves  to 
that  constitotiotial  course  of  proceedings 
and  also  not  to  interfere  with  the  Protes- 
tants in  any  steps  they  might  take  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Catholics.    With  regard  to 
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the  appdatment  of  a  theri£P,  I  wonld  be 
glad  iif  the  right  hoD.  gentlemaa  woal^ 
«zpiaiii  the  allaitoii  he  has  made.  I  was 
■iQch  surprised  to  hear  sttch  a  charge 
made  against  the  noble  duke,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Irish  goTernment;  and  I  to- 
rily  believe  that  no  man  can  think  it  pos- 
sible .that  the  duke  of  Richmond  would 
lend  himself  to  such  a  purpose.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
meant  by  the  exertions  of  the  partisans  of 
Rovernment  against  the  Petition;  but  I 
know  that  no  suggestion  has  been  given 
by  the  Irish  government  to  that  emict; 
and  in  the  connty  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  represent,  and  where  it  might  be 
natural  to  suppose  sach  influence  would 
be  exerted ;  I  appeal  to  my  hon.  colleague 
(Mr.  Pamell)  to  confirm  my  assertion, 
that  no  such  interference  has  been  at- 
tempted. Let  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  come  forward,  and  manfully  make  his 
charge,  and  call  for  documents  to  prove  it, 
instead  of  dealing  in  vague  assertions, 
which  I  believe,  upon  U^  honour  and 
conscience  of  a  gentleman,  he  is  not  borne 
out;  and  1  am  persuaded  that  the  Irish 
government  would  spurn  such  attempts  as 
are  ascribed  to  them.  If  I  was  called  on 
to  give  my  opinion  on  the  subject  before 
jroo,  I  would  say  that  I  wish  the  Petition 
to  be  read,  and  that  its  merits  shook! 
nndergo  a  full  and  fair  investigation ;  but 
I  do  not  think  it  fair  in  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  make  such  charges  without 
better  foundation  for  them. 

Mr.  Mauriee  Pitzgerald.'^The  right  hon. 
gentleman  having  called  on  me,  1  name, 
without  hesitation,  the  county  to  which  I 
alluded,  it  is  Carlow.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  fact,  and  I  shall  restate  it.  The  nomi- 
nation of  sheriff  had  been  promised  to  a 
gentleman  of  large  fortune  in  that  county : 
he  had  announced  the  promise  to  his 
firiend,  who  took  measures  preparatory  to 
his  appointment,  quite  notorious  in  the 
county.  But,  on  the  former  signing  the 
Petition,  the  Castle  immediately  super- 
seded the  first  engagement,  and  named  the 
second  on  the  list.  That  gentleman  re- 
plied, that  as  he,  also,  had  signed  the  Pro- 
testant Petition,  government  would  pro- 
bably consider  him  an  unfit  sheriff,  and 
begged  to  decline,  (government  refused  ; 
but  on  learning  that  the  sheriff  would,  if  a 
requisition  was  made  to  him,  call  a  county 
Bseetin^  on  the  subject,  thev  acquiesced  in 
Ws  resignation ;  and  a  third  person  was 
appointed.  I  should  be  glad  that  an  en- 
quiry were  made  into  tbeae  liM^ts. 
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I  have  also  ascertained,  firom  antboritr 
which  I  cannot  donbt,  that  individnab 
have  been  threatened,  by  the  agenu  tf 
the  Irish  government^  with  the  loss  of  thdr 
situatioBs,  if  they  shoold  sign  the  Petitictt. 
I  shall  not  mention  their  names,  becauaa 
that  would  involve  them  in  the  verr 
danger  with  which  they  were  threatenejv 
and  would  invite  oppression  towards  then* 
I  know  an  instanee,  and  could  prove  it^  of 
a  person  extremely  friendly  to  the  meal* 
sore,  who  had  agreed  to  keep  the  Petition 
in  his  house,  in  a  county  town,  during  tho 
assizes,  for  signatures. 

On  the  gentleman,  to  whom  he  gave  tta 
assurance,  calling  on  him  on  the  following 
day,  he  said — •'  Sir,  since  I  saw  yon,  I 
have  been  threatened  with  the  loss  of  my 
office,  if  I  shall  %faSn  the  Petition  to  ro» 
main  in  my  house."  Various  other  in* 
stances  of  the  most  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference, was  quite  notorious  in  maiq^ 
parts  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  Foie* — I  protest  I  know  nothing 
of  the  circumstance  of  the  sheriff  of  €arlow« 

Dr.  I>MgeMn.«— I  maintain  that  the  F^ 
titioB  has  been  smuggled  about  for  signa- 
tures in  a  clandestine,  underhand  manoftu 
Not  one-thtrd  of  those  trho  had  signed  it» 
knew  any  thing  of  its  contents,  i  haf» 
not  read  it ;  but  fit^m  the  cowardlv  way 
in  which  it  was  handed  about,  I  do  not 
believe  it  contains  the  names  of  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  Protestant  property  of 
Ireland.  It  is  easy  for  members  to  make 
assertions  of  matters  of  which  they  are  to- 
tally ignorant.  I  can  speak  positively  aa 
to  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  from  thenco 
the  signatures,  I  know,  were  very  insigni- 
ficant, those  from  the  misguided  men  of 
the  county  of  Down  excepted^ 

Mr.  FanieM. — ^The  right  hon.  and  learn- 
ed doctor  has  stated  to  the  House  not  only 
a  correct  opinion,  *'  that  it  is  exceedingljr 
easy  for  members  to  make  assertions  eif 
matters,  of  which  they  are  wholly  igno- 
rant,'' but  he  has  likewise  affi>rded  th0 
strongest  possible  illustration  of  it  in  hai 
his  own  speech ;  he  having  told  the  Houao 
in  the  first  sentence,  that  he  never  had 
read  or  seen  the  Petition.  The  assertion^ 
therefore,  of  the  learned  doctor,  **  that 
this  Petition  does  not  speak  the  sense  of 
the  majority  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland/* 
cannot  have  any  weight,  when  placed  in 
opposition  to  that  of  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  has  presented  it,  and  who  baa 
had  every  opportunity  of  knowing  the  true 
purport  of  It,  and  on  whose  veracity  ibo 
moat  implicit  reliance  may  bo  placed«. 
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'    But  if  there  existed  any  dottbt  on  this 

!>oint,  it  may  easily  be  cleared  up  by 
ooking  back  to  the  divisions  in  the  two 
last  Catholic  Petitions,  in  both  of  which  a 
considerable  majority  of  Irish  members 
Toted  for  the  prayer  of  them.  This  is  in 
itsell  a  decisive  proof  that  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland  are  favourable  to  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics. 

In  respect  to  what  has  been  said  by  the 
learned  doctor,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
signatures  to  this  Petition  have  been  ob- 
tained, be  is  equally  unfortunate  in  his  in- 
ference ;  for,  if  instead  of  the  quiet,  dis- 
interested mode,  pursued  by  those  who 
were  the  advocates  of  it,  similar  acts  of 
energy  and  influence  had  been  resorted 
to,  to  those  which  distinguished  the  ene- 
mies of  it,  in  the  place  of  thousands,  who 
now  appear  as  parties  to  it,  the  signatures 
of  ten  times  their  number  could  readily 
have  been  acquired.  As  to  the  Petition  of 
the  corporation  of  Dublin  against  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  no  man  the  least  acquainted 
with  that  corporation,  and  the  influence  of 
government  over  it,  by  means  of  the  de- 
pendance  of  most  of  its  leading  members 
upon  the  pleasure  of  government  for  the 
lucrative  places  they  hold,  can  allow  that 
it  deserves  the  smallest  weight  whatever. 
Let  the  House  recollect  lord  Wellington's 
act  for  establishing  a  police  in  Dublin,  and 
they  may  judge  from  that  how  far  this 
corporation  can  have  any  claim  to  an  in- 
dependant  opinion.  As  to  any  endeavours 
of  the  chief  secretary  to  obtain  from  that 
corporation  this  adverse  Petition,  it  is  un- 
fortunate for  him  that  some  how  or  other, 
his  conduct,  as  explained  by  himself,  is  so 
▼ery  different  from  that  which  vulgar 
minds,  judging  from  common  appearances, 
have  conceived  it  to  be ;  for  there  cer- 
tainly did  exist  circumstances  which 
looked  very  much  like  an  attempt  on  his 
part  to  controul  the  proceedings  of  this 
body  the  first  time  the  Petition  was  pro- 
posed to  them.  But  though  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  may  himself  have  acted  with  so 
much  discretion,  as  not  to  be  personally 
implicated  in  any  plan  for  defeating  the 
object  of  the  friends  of  the  Catholics,  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  any  uart  of  the 
charge  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
has  presented  their  Petition,  is  unfounded ; 
for  we  all  know,  from  the  history  of  the 
Union,  by  the  subsequent  explanations  of  a 
noble  lord  opposite,  how  efi*ectually  the 

government  ot  Ireland  may  wield  its  in- 
uence  at  the  same  time  that  the  first  mi- 
nister of  it  may  conscientiously  assert  he 


never  abused  its  patronage,  nor  commiUed 
its  faith  for  great  |>opular  concessions. 

That  the  agents  of  government  did,  by 
their  command,  use  every  exertion  to 
defeat  the  liberal  and  patriotic  efforts  pf 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  in  favour  of  their 
Catholic  countrymen,  is  as  true,  as  the  as* 
sertion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
has  presented  their  Petition,  that  it  speaks 
the  sentiments  of  a  decided  majority  of  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland. 

Sir  George  ITi^/.— I  deny  that  govern* 
ment  interfered  either  one  way  or  thm 
other.  It  will  be  niy  duty  to  present  to* 
morrow  a  Petition  from  the  Catholics  of 
the  county  and  city  of  Londonderry,  a 
great  body  of  the  inhabitant  of  which  is 
against  Catholic  Emancipation. 

Mr.  ift/^cAiiMon.—- Sir ;  the  insinuation 
that  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  are  on- 
friendly  to  the  Catholic  claims,  is  as  un- 
candid,  as  from  the  Petition  now  presented, 
it  appears  to  be  wholly  unfounded ;  and 
one  cannot  but  be  anxious  to  learn  the 
circumstances,  from  which  gentlemen  con- 
sider that  they  are  justified  in  arguing  to 
this  effect.  I  should  be  glad  to  knov^ 
whether,  from  any  thing  lately  passed  in 
Ireland,  it  is  fair  or  just,  by  mere  conjee* 
ture  and  assertion  in  debate,  to  try  to  do 
away  the  impressionVhich  this  Petition  in 
behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  claims,  is  so 
well  calculated  to  produce,  not  only  in  the 
House,  but  throughout  the  empire.  I  ad- 
mit, with  shame  and  regret,  that  there 
may  exist  a  disposition,  nay,  perhaps,  an 
ardent  wish,  in  certain  quarters,  to  excite 
such  an  hostility  ;  but  i  know  not  any 
language  sufficiently  strong,  with  which 
to  ^reprobate  such  an  object;  and  be  it 
remembered,  that  the  attempt  to  deny  the 
importance  of  this  Petition  is  made  on  a 
Question,  involving  the  happiness  and  wel- 
fare of  several  milliona  of  subjects.  Ac* 
quainted  as  I  am  with  the  history  and  pro- 
greu  of  these  claims,  nothing  can  surprise 
me.  After  every  foul  and  false  charge, 
every  serious  and  every  futile  objection, 
had  been  over  and  over  again  made  and 
repeated.  Parliament  were  at  length 
gravely  assured,  that  even  the  Catholics 
did  not  desire  emancipation ;  but  when 
thia  impudent  and  fpolish  assertion  was 
about  to  be  denied  by  the  united  Catholic 
voice,  the .  refutation  was  sought  to  be 
proved  by  most  unconstitutional  attempts 
to  silence  that  voice.  And  now  that  the 
Protestanu  of  Ireland,  who,  for  a  long 
season,  had  been  cruelly  hallooed  against 
the  Catholics  had  discovfred  the  artifict* 
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and  wece  Toluntarily  rusbing  forward  to 
save  their  cominou  country  and  the  empire, 
by  declaring  their  readiness  to  renounce  a 
monstrous  monopoly,  and  their  anxious 
wish  to  secure  and  enhance  all  their  blese- 
ings>  by  ibaring  them  with  their  country- 
men. 
■    Now,  when  the  Protestants  themseWes 

S resented  the  olire  branch,  and  were  for 
eating  those  wounds  which  a  wicked 
policy  had  studiously  inflicted,  there  were 
not  wanting  those  who  would  prevent  the 
accomplishment  of  this  great  and  good 
work  ;  and  in  the  face  of  the  evidence  af- 
forded by  the  Petition,  would  anxiously 
conceal  from  the  parliament  and  tile 
throne,  the  actual  state  of  the  public  mind 
in  Ireland.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say 
the  exact  proportion  of  Protestant  pro« 
perty,  represented  by  the  signatures  to 
this  Petition  ;  much  leu  shall  I  venture 
to  declare  how  panicular  Protestant  in- 
dividuals, or  some  Protestant  districts  still 
feel  on  this  great  question  ;  but  this  I 
may  and  do  assert  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner,  that  a  complete  change  of  senti- 
ment among  the  Protestants,  favourable  to 
the  iiomaa  Catholic  claims,  has  happily 
taken  place,  particularly  sinre  the  Union  : 
nor  is  it  too  much  to  assert,  that  the  Pro- 
testants of  Ireland  are  now  generally 
iiriendly  to  that  measure;  nay,  even  anxi- 
ous for  its  speedy  accomplishment.  When 
the  infattiated,  determined,  hostility  of 
the  present  administration  to  this  question 
is  considered,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt, 
that  had  mini^terH  felt  there  existed  ge- 
nerally in  Ireland,  or  in  any  part  of  that 
country,  a  hostile  anti-catholic  feeling, 
they  would  have  done  any  thing  in  their 
power  to  have  drawn  forth  a  declaration 
of  such  sentiment :  not  having  made  the 
attempt  proves  their  conviction  that  any 
such  would  have  .been  vain  ;  that  is,  it 
proves  that  they  are  well  assured,  that  the 
Protestant  feeling  is  now  friendly,  not 
hostile,  to  the  Catholic  cause. 

Gentlemen  seem  surely  vexed  and  dis- 
pleased, that  the  member  for  Derry  should 
have  expressed  pleasure  and  satisfaction, 
when  presenting  this  Petition;  that  he 
should  have  exulted  in  the  existence  of 
such  a  document,  and  have  ventured  to 
congratulate  his  country,  that  at  length 
every  class  and  sect  appeared  disposed  to 
make  common  cause  for  Irish  interest— 
that  all  internal  feuds  were  about  to  cease 
-»that  the  infernal  fume  of  '  divide  et  im- 
*  pera'  could  no  longer  be  played  with 
success^  where  for  centuriea  a  machia? e^ 


lean  short-nghted  wicked  policy  had 
spread  desolation  and  wretchedness.  I 
am  compelled  to  admit  that  my  right  boa* 
friend  has  indeed  rejoiced,  nay,  even  ez« 
ulted  at  this  happy  revolution  of  sentb 
ment  in  the  Irish  Protestant  mind*-of  thai 
crime  he  has  been  guilty,  and  in  that  ati 
fence  I  wish  to  be  incloded  as  having 
fully  participated  ;  but  I  poritively  deny 
that  he  has  said  one  word  in  condemna* 
tion  of  any  part  ef  Ireland,  much  leas  wbj 
thing  calcolated  to  influence  one  distriel 
against  the  other.  True  he  has  stated,  thai 
even  in  the  north,  in  parts  of  which  at  oiHl 
period,  a  disposition  unfriendly  to  the  Ga* 
tholics,  had  with  great  industry  been  CK« 
cited,  and  kept  alive  ;  that  even  there,  ifar 
such  feeling  at  present  manifested  itself: 
but  he  has  said  nothing  reflecting  npoa 
the  north,  nothing  disrespectful  of  Hm 
Protestants,  nothing  to  irritate,  but  mo<^ 
to  apjfease  and  to  harmonize  in  the  waita 
expression  of  his  heartfelt  joy  at  the  pari 
the  Protestants  had  taken  at  such  a  cnsia; 
and  surely  every  honest  man  mtist  be  d«* 
lighted  at  the  intelligence— every  troa 
Irishman  disposed  to  exult  at  the  bright 
prospect  which  this  happy  revolutioD  of 
sentiment  opens  to  his  country,  whilf 
every  real  friend  to  the  peace,  power  and 
stability  of  the  empire  most  anticipate  tha 
happiest  results  from  such  a  onion.  They 
who  seem  disposed,  at  any  risk,  to  keep 
alive  amongst  their  countrymen  a  difie* 
rence  of  opinion  on  any  subject,  they 
prove  their  conduct  was,  questionable  at 
such  a  moment.  It  had  been  argued  as  if 
a  defiance  to  collect  counter  Petitions  had 
been  thrown  out,  but  no  such  dt-iiance  had 
been  given.  Though  I  flatter  my  self  that 
any  attempt  to  create-  disunion  in  Ireland 
would  now  be  vain— that  the  counter  Pa* 
titions  which  some  gentlemen  seem  dia- 
posed  to  threaten,  could  not  be  obtained, 
still  I  am  little  disposed  to  dare  any  man 
to  the  trial,  for  I  cannot  easily  forget  how 
severely  my  unfortunate  country  has  snfi* 
fered,  and  mr  centuries,  in  consequence  of 
the  too  successful  machinations  ot  disturb* 
ed  and  angry  spiriu  ;  and  I  am  far  from 
denying  that  the  power,  (I  had  hoped  not 
the  will)  to  do  mischiet  still  remained, 
though  1  rejoice  to  think  that  any  such 
noxious  influence  is  very  much  lessened, 
and  thank  God,  is  likely  very  speedily  10 
become  altogether  inefficient.  The  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  are  beginning  to  think  and 
to  act  as  one  man,  and  I  caution  ministeia 
to  beware  how  they  influence,  or  permit  to 
be  influenced,  such  a  population.    Tho 
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claims  of  the  Catholics  cannot  be  wkh- 
held ;  they  will  do  wisely  to  consider  this* 
and  before  it  be  too  late,  to  conciliate 
^o8e>  whom  they  cannot  much  longer  in- 
gnlt  and  oppress  with  impunity. 

The  Petition  now  presented  is  ofiared 
to  the  House  of  Commons  as  ezpressire  of 
tbe  favourable  opinion  of  the  Protestants 
«f  Irelsoid  on.the  subject  of  the  Catholic 
daims,  as  far  forth  as  4hat  sense  has  been 
collected  or  declared.  It  is  the  first  se- 
neral  appeal  to  paitoment  from  this  body, 
in  approval  of  those  .claims^  and  there  is 
no  counter  Petition.  These  are  facts  in- 
controTertible,  which  cannot  be  too  often 
sctpeated,  too  strongly,  too  confidently  re- 
lied upon. 

Sir  George  ifti/.— I  did  not  assert  that  a 
challenge  bad  been  thrown  out  to  the  Pro- 
testants. With  respect  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  can  as- 
sure him  that  I  shall  always  exprifes  my 
sentiments,  whether  he  liked  them  or  not ; 
and  further,  that  I  will  controvert  any  ob- 
servation of  the  hon.  gentleman,  when  I 
feel  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  and 
CB  the  question  being  put  that  it  should  lie 
on  the  table, 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  said,  I  am  indifie- 
feent  to  which  of  the  strange  and  contradic- 
tory accusations  made  by  the  learned  doc- 
tor he  adheres,  because  they  are  equally 
and  totally  unfounded.  He  has  stated  at 
one  moment "  that  the  Petition  was  car- 
tied  about  in  an  indecent  canvas  for  signa- 
tures ;"  and  in  the  next,  **  that  it  was 
concealed  in  a  dark  room  where  no  one 
could  either  read  its  contents  or  see  the 
names  signed  to  it.''  The  absurdity  of 
these  inconsistent  charges  is  a  sufficient 
lefotAtion  of  them. 

But,  for  the  purpose  of  afibrding  an  ex- 
press contradiction  to  what  has  been  so 
confidently  asserted  by  the  learned  doc- 
tor, I  shall  stale  the  mode  in  which  the 
Petition  was  conducted.  The  persons 
with  whom  the  Petition  originated,  thought 
it  right,  confident  as  they  were -in  the  wis- 
dom and  justice  of  their  cause,  to  appeal 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Protestants  in  the 
most  calm  and  deliberate  manner.  For 
that  purpose,  county  and  aggregate 
meetings  were  discouraged,  to  avoid  any 
agitation  of  the  public  mind  ;  and  instead 
of  a  canvas  for  signatures,  the  Petition  was 
placed  in  a  room  in  the  commercial  build- 
ings of  Dublin,  the  central  spot  for  mer- 
cantile business,  and  the  most  accessible 
situation  in  the  city. 


The  substance  of  the  Petition  and  the 
place  where  it  lay,  were  advertised  in  all 
the  newspapers;  and  as  fast  as  names 
were  obtained,  they  were  copied  in  large 
characters  and  hung  up  in  the  room  for 
public  inspection.  Indeed  when  the  con- 
ductors of  the  Petition  reckoned  much  on 
the  influence  .of  the  great  names  signed  to 
it,  and  which,  on  the  very  first  instance, 
comprehended  many  of  the  highest  in 
rank^  in  property,  and  in  character,  it 
was  too  preposterous  to  suppose  that  they 
had,  as  the  learned  doctor  charged,  con- 
cealed such  signatures. 

But,  to  settle  the  point,  I  can  inform 
the  learned  doctor  that  I  have  in  my  pos« 
session  a  printed  list  of  the  first  two  thou- 
sand signatures  which  had  been  circulat- 
ed, and  that  the  entire  of  the  names  will 
be  speedily  published  ;  and  on  that  pub- 
lication, I  challenge  an  investigation  in 
proof  of  what  I  have  already  stated,  that 
the  Petition  has  been  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  landed  and  commercial  Protestant 
property  of  Ireland :  baton  what  autho- 
rity did  the  learned  doctor  and  his  adher- 
ents make  their  denials  to  the  respectabi- 
lity of  names  which  the  learned  doctor 
himself  declared  he  never  had  seen.  If 
not  on  his  own  knowledge,  he  was  merely 
the  echo  of  that  ribaldry  and  vulgar  abuse 
with  which  the  hired  press  of  the  Irish 
government  had  impotently  sought  to 
suppress  or  impede  the  noble  expression 
of  Protestant  liberality. 

The  learned  doctor  has  also,  with  equal 
accuracy,  denied  that  the  signatures  from 
the  North  of  Ireland  are  numerous  and 
respectable:  he  states,  "  that  with  the 
exception  of  some  misguided  men  in  the 
county  of  Down,  no  person  of  any  wealth 
had  signed  it"  Is  the  majority  of  the 
commercial  body  of  Belfast  and  Newry 
deserving  of  that  description  ?  That 
class  of  men  whose  capital  and  spirit  gives 
life  to  all  the  industry  of  the  great  manu- 
facturing district,  the  North  of  Ireland? 
Is  the  commerdal  body  of  Dublin,  of 
Waterford,  and  of  Limerick,  nothing  in 
the  scale  of  Irish  property?  Will  the 
learned  doctor,  in  the  hearing  of  those 
who  know  Ireland,  call  such  classes  «'  an 
insignificant  portion  of  the  wealth  of  Ire- 
land.'' I  therefore  again  assert,  without 
the  possibility  of  being  refuted,  that  the 
majority  of  the  landed  and  commercial 
Protestant  property  of  Ireland  is  subscrib- 
ed to  that  Petition, 

Dr.  Dmgenan,'^!  maintain  that  the  Pe- 
tition was  smuggled  about  in  a  clandestine 
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manner.  I  know  instances  where  persona 
who  went  to  see  it  were  asked  first  of  all, 
if  they  meant  to  sign  it  ?  And  if  they 
declined  saying  whether  they  wcmid  or 
not,  they  were  refused  the  perusal  of  it. 
When  the  names  were  printed,  they 
woald  then  know  whether  they  did  repre> 
sent  what  they  were  asserted  to  do ;  but  I 
am  certain  that  there  were  many  Protes- 
tants of  the  first  eminence  who  reprobate 
Catholic  Emancipation.  With  regard  to 
the  Protestant  Petition,  I  know  tmt  yari- 
OQS  arts  were  used  to  obtain  signatures : 
many  shop-keepers  in  Dublin,  whose  sub- 
sistence depended  upon  their  trade,  were 
threatened  with  a  general  combination  to 
min  them,  if  they  did  not  sign  it.  I 
know  this  could  be  proved. — I  could  men* 
tion  sereral  counties  where  the  Petition 
was  rejected  with  disdain  by  the  grand 
juries ;  and  therefore  I  have  grounds  for 
saying  that  it  does  not  contain  the  majo* 
rity  of  the  commercial  property  of  Ireland. 
I  will  mention  an  instance  of  a  dissenting 
minister  in  the  country,  who  signed  the 
Petition,  who  was  hunted  out  of  his  church 
by  his  congregation,  and  reproached 
with  the  opprobrious  name  of  another  Ju- 
das. 

Mr.  Oaig^.— -I  do  believe  that  three 
fourths  of  the  Protestants  of  Belfast  are 
favourable  to  Catholic  claims.    As  I  re- 

F resent  a  Northern  city,  (Carrickfergos) 
know  that  several  signatures  could  have 
been  obtained,  if  the  necessary  form  of  a 
petition  had  been  prepared  ;  and  the 
member  for  Belfast  is  a  subscriber  to  the 
Petition. 

Mr.  Bjoben  La  Touchy. — ^The  right  hon. 
doctor  alluded  to  me  and  my  family,  as 
having  been  particuUrly  concerned  in 
promoting  this  Petition,  and  as  if  the  Pe- 
tition had  succeded  only  by  the  agency 
of  some  of  my  connections.  Certainly, 
Sir,  the  bead  of  my  family  has  signed  his 
name  first  to  the  Petition,  and  although 
formerly  in  the  separate  state  of  Ireland, 
he  was  hostile  to  the  Catholic  claims,  he  has 
changed  his  opinion  with  the  change  of 
circumstances,  and  very  much  to  his 
honour,  has  candidly  avowed  that  change. 
He  is  totally  unfounded  in  supposing  that 
this  Petition  has  been  produced  by  any 
such  agency  or  management.  It  has  been 
most  respectably  signed,  by  persons  of 
the  utmost  independence  and  above  any 
influence. 

Colonel  Vercker  said,  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  Protestants  of  Limerick 
was  not  favourable  to  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation. 


The  Petrtioa  was  then  read;  settintf 
forth,  ■ 

'« That  the  petttionefs  do  most  hvo^MiF 
petition  the  House  in  fovour  of  thefr 
brethren  and  fellow  subjects,  the  person^ 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  reltffiott^ 
who  apply  to  parliament  to  be  adonttetf 
to  the  privileges  and  franchises  of  the  con* 
stitmion ;  and  thai  the  petitioners,  their 
Protestant  brethren,  do  consider  such  ap^v 
pKcation  to  he  just,  and  they  do  most 
heartily  john  the  Catholics  in  this  Iheil' 
loyal  and  reasonable  rr«^«est,  and,  con* 
rinced  of  its  policy  as  wtTi  a«  iu  justice;^ 
tiiey  do  most  sealonsly  implore  the  Housil 
to  comply  vrith  the  prayer  of  the  saW 
Petition,  and  to  relievo  the  persons  pto^ 
fessing  the  Roman  Catholic  ratigion  non 
all  civil  and  political  disabihties.'' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  thfS  table. 

PEIftnoH  or  TRB  BoXAN  CAtROUCS  0# 

WATsaFoaB.I  Sir  Jsib  Ihupon.  I  hav« 
the  honour  of  presenting  to  the  House  tbi 
Petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  ttal 
county  and  citv  of  Waterford,  from  m  very 
numerous,  opulent,  and  respectable  body 
of  his  Majesty's  subjecto,  praving  to  bt 
restored  to  the  full  participation  in  tll« 
privileges  of  the  constitution  with  their 
Protestant  fellow  subjects.  PossMsed  of 
large  landed  and  monied  property,  feelinff 
their  best  interests  intimately  connected 
with  the  welfare  of  the  state,  they  claim 
from  the  justice  of  this  House  a  candid 
and  dispassionate  consideration  of  their 
Petition.  They  pray  that  at  a  crisis  of 
unexampled  danger  to  the  empire,  their 
efforts  in  its  defence  may  not  bo  impeded 
by  unjust  restrictions;  that  their  tried 
loyalty  may  not  k>e  sullied  by  unmerited 
degradation;  that  no  bar  ot  separation 
may  remain  to  alienate  them  from  their 
native  country,  but  that  sharing  in  her 
dangers,  they  may  share  in  her  honours 
also. 

I  have  peculiar  pleasure  in  presenting 
this  Petition,  as  I  am  enabled  here  to  Am 
prove,  both  from  the  magnitude  of  pro* 
perty,  and  the  nature  of  its  tenure,  the  un* 
warrantable  assertions  which  have  been  ha* 
zarded  in  this  House  by  a  right  hon.  and 
learned  civilian,  as  to  the  intentions  en« 
tertained  by  the  Roman  CathoHcs  of  Ire* 
land.  I  know  that  200,000/.  have  beeH 
vested  by  some  of  the  petitioners,  with* 
in  these  ten  years  past,  in  the  purchasii 
of  landed  property,  prineiptiHy  on  those 
very  titles  which  the  learned  doctor  has 
accused  them  with  a  with  to  subvert.    It 
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u  impowiblc  to  ftiriii«h  b  more 
nfuutioDoftbe learned  doctor's 
than  tbe  petitioaert  have  done,  lapplying 
by  their  practice  the  moat  unantwerable 
commentary  upon  the  momtrout  theore- 
tical opinion*  with  which  he  has  so  often 
attempted  to  mislead  this  House. 

Mt.PoU  UiFnucalled  tbe  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet to  order,  conceiring  it  to  be  ifre{{u- 
lar  to  allude  to  foraierdiicauiona. 

Sir  J.  Niwporl.—l  contend  that  I  have 
not  been  out  of  order,  m  the  right  hon. 
doctor  had  pabliil>ed  hi*  speech,  and  sent 
-it  iDto  general  circulation,  which  made  it 
pubitc  property,  and  of  course  subject  to 
comment;  eipecially  as  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  generally,  and  my  conitiluents  in 
particular,  most  justly  complained  of  (he 
unfounded,  calumnions  aisertiona  contain- 
ed in  that  publication. 

Dr.  DuigmoH. — In  any  thing  I  said 
tgainit  the  Roman  Cathotici  of  Ireland  in 
any  former  debate,  I  said  against  the 
l*hole  body,  and  not  againtt  those  of  Wa- 
terford,  or  any  other  comer  of  Ireland ; 
therefore  I  cannot  see  why  tbe  right  hon. 
baronet  should  have  made  any  allosJon  to 
me.     He  reminds  me  of  Harlequin  in  the 

Etntomime,  building  up  a  castle  of  pa*t^ 
oardthatbe  might  knock  it  down  with 
his  wand  of  laih  ;  besides,  it  would  have 
been  more  proper  if  the  bon.  gentleman 
reserved  the  eloquence  of  which  we  hear 
so  much  every  night,  when  he  shall  have 
plenty  of  opportunities  to  answer  my 
opinions  about  the  Roman  Catholic  sect. 

The  Petition  of  the  Catholics  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Waterford  was  then 
brought  np,  presented,  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  It  was  the  same  a* 
the  General  Petition  nf  tbe  Catholics  of 
Ireland, 

Gold  Coih  akd  Bank  Note  Ambkd- 
MKNT  Bill.]  Mr.  Wharton  having  kp- 
peared  at  the  bar  with  the  rrport  of  this 
bill,  the  question  being  put  for  its  being 
brought  Dp, 

'  Mr.  Pak  Carta  expressed  bis  total  dia- 
■pprobation  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
inasmuch  ■■  it  would  create  an  inducement 
to  give  more  for  coin  than  it*  nonAinal  or 
legal  value,  thereby  creating  a  crime 
which  could  not  be  prevented  by  any  le- 
gislative  act. 

Sir  Vunat  Tbrtoit  contended,  ibat  if 
this  Bill  pa**ed  into  a  law,  it  would  com- 
pletely do  away  the  sacred  contracts  l>e- 
twecn  landlords  and  tenant*.  He  could 
(M  noneceatit/  whiterer  for  such  «  mea- 


sure,  and  until  some  necessity  was. shewn, 
he  could  by  no  means  give  his  vote  in  iu 
favour,  Tne  House  had  heard  from  a  no- 
ble lord  (Castlereagh)  ibat  the  Bill  would 
be  of  considerable  importance,  and  was 
in  tmtb  much  wanted  in  the  north  of  Ire> 
land.  He  did  not,  however,  feel  disposed 
to  take  the  noble  lord's  ipte  dtxii,  and 
should  therefore  wait  for  better  evidence 
of  the  fact,  before  he  could  give  it  impli- 
cit credence.  A  committee  ought  to  be- 
appoioled  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, and  if  tbey  reported  that  such  was 
the  state  of  that  country  a*  to  render  such 
a  Bill  necessary,  he  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  give  it  hissanciion.  At  present 
he  could  only  regard  it  as  tbe  worst  of 
evilsj  the  only  eSct  of  which  would  be 
to  destroy  the  compact  between  man  and 
man,  and  create  dissentlons  and  diiagree- 
menls  which  could  not  be  too  strongly 
deprecated.  He  had  heard  it  stated  thai 
Ireland  was  precisely  in  the  same  state, 
as  far  a*  regarded  the  powers  of  this  Bill, 
as  England  This  he  begged  leave  to 
deny.  In  Ireland  a  special  agreement 
was  entered  into  b  v  the  tenant  to  pay  hia 
rent  in  specie.  Would  the  House  then 
dissolve  tttese  compacU?  Would  they, 
by  passing  this  Bill,  completely  overthrow 
those  CDStoma  which  had  so  long  existed, 
without  question  or  inconveoieni;e  >  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  facility 
already  given  to  paper  currency  had  given 
rise  to  something  like  depreciation,  and 
had  little  doubt  that  a  one  pound  note  and 
a  shilling  would  not  purchase  so  much  as 
a  guinea.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  sug- 
gested as  a  nostrum  for  this  evil,  that  the 
Bank  should  be  suffered  to  regulate  their 
own  issues ;  that  country  banks  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  their  notes  in  specie  ;  and 
that  government  should  pay  to  the  Bank 
the  anm  due  to  them  by  the  country.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know  how  these  mea* 
sures,  if  adopted,  would  have  the  desired 
eSeci?  Or,  how  the  paj^ment  of  that  sura 
would  draw  back  to  tbe  counrry  that  coin 
which  appeared  to  have  totally  evaporat- 
ed ^  He  was  firmly  periuaded  that  the 
connection  between  the  government  and 
the  Bank  was  extremely  niinoud;  but 
when. government  aiiempted  lu  legislate 
for  them,  and  to  give  value  to  ihs-ir  notes, 
the  consequences  would  be  fatal.  As  long 
as  the  war  in  the  peninsula  continued,  the 
country  could  expect  to  have  no  other  coin 
than  the  pocket  pieces  which  were  at  |ire- 
seni  in  circulation.  He  did  hear  of  a  fidg  of 
truce  baring  arrived,  and  of  some  over- 
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tares  having  been  made  from  France. 
These,  he  hoped,  would  meet  with  that 
sort  of  attention  the  state  of  the  country 
required.  In  conclusion,  he  declared,  that 
if  the  necessity  of  the  measure  was  clear- 
ly established,  he  would  giyeit  his  support, 
but  otherwise  he  should  certainly  rote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  took  a  short  view  of  the  mls- 
chierous  effects  which  had  ever  been  ex* 
perienced  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries, 
by  the  substitution  of  a  paper  currency  for 
the  legal  coin  of  the  realm.  He  particiH 
larly  instanced  the  consequences  of  this 
substitution  in  the  American  war,  in  Aas« 
tria,  and  in  France ;  and,  drawing  deduc- 
tions from  these  examples,  he  strongly 
contended  that  the  present  Bill  was  bignly 
impolitic,  and  likely  to  prove  highly  de- 
trimental to  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  country. 

Lord  Folkeitone  expressed  his  surprise, 
that  so  many  gentlemen  who  bad  expressed 
their  opinions  upon  this  Bill,  should  set 
out  by  declaring  their  disapprobation  of 
its  principle,  and  yet  afterwanis  find  some 
qualifying  circumstance  which  might  in- 
duce them  not  to  withhold  their  assent 
Such  had  been  the  tenour  of  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken  last 
He  perfectly  agreed  with  the  hon.  gentle* 
roan  who  spoke  first  in  the  evening,  that 
the  Bill  went  to  create  crimes  which  did 
not  ofiend  against  any  moral  duty.     It 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  prevent  the 
exchange  of  gold  for  notes  at  a  discount. 
In  a  political  point  of  view,  so  far  from 
being  considered  an  offence,  he  thought 
such  a  traffic  was  very  desirable  in  the 
present  state  of  scarcity,  as  by  there  being 
a  gold  price  and  a  paper  price  for  things, 
the  specie,  if  any  remained,  would  be  the 
more  likely  to  continue  in  the  country. 
The  present  Bill,  however,  only  went  to 
increase    the    temptation    to   the    crime 
wished  to  be  guarded  against,  and  after  it 
passed,  guineas  would  be  still  less  in  cir- 
culation than  ever.     It  was  well  known, 
that  the  traders  in  guineas  in  Dublin,  after 
the  passing  of  lord  Stanhope's  Bill,  became 
more  anxious  in  their  trafnc  than  ever,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  the  system  would  now  be 
carried  to  a  still  greater  extent.  From  the 
report  on  the  table  of  the  House,  relative 
to  the  number  of  Bank  notes  discovered  to 
be  forgeries  by  the  Bank,  it  appeared  that 
for  fourteen  years  previous  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  cash  payments,  there  had  been  but 
four  cases  of   prosecution    for  forgery  ; 
whereas  in  the  fourteen  years  sabseqatnt 
(VOL.XXIL) 


thereto,  the  prosecutions  had  amomted  t» 
47 1 .  This  statement,  however^  he  did  nut « 
esteem  a  just  criterion  of  the  real  state  of 
facts;  for,  although  the  amount  of  Buk 
notes  said  to  have  Jbeen  discovered  to  bo 
forgeries  amounted  only  to  101,000/.  ho 
could  by  no  means  suppose^from  the  nnm» 
ber  of  prosecutions,  that  that  sum  was  in 
anywise  proportionate  to  the  number 
really  in  circulation.  He  conceived  tlMi 
present  Bill  to  bo  perfectly  nugatory. 
Amon^pt  other  anomalous  principles  whidi 
he  had  observed  in  it,  was  one  which  ho 
thought  particularly  striking.  It  was  an 
old  mathematical  axk>m,  that  if  two  things 
were  equal  to  one,  the¥  were  equal  to  ono 
another.  Now,  by  this  Bill,  a  Bank  of 
England  note  and  a  shilling  were  mado 
equal  to  a  guinea,  and  the  same  regulation 
was  Made  with  respect  to  an  Irish  Bank 
note  and  a  shilling,  although  it  was  well 
known  that  there  was  a  retura  of  difeounl 
•^he  knew  the  discount  to  have  been  eqnA 
to  10  per  cent  Here,  therefore,  was  an 
inconsistency  for  which  he  could  not  ao» 
.count ;  it  was,  in  fact,  making  the  Bank  «if 
Englafid  and  Bank  of  Ireland  note  of  equd 
▼alue ;  the  fact,  in  truth,  being  directly 
otherwise. — He  would  not  go  into  a  detail 
of  all  the  arguments  which  history  and  r^ 
cent  occurrences  vrould  amply  iumisb» 
upon  the  impolicy  and  rouious  tendency 
of  a  paper  circulation.  Examples  hsd 
been  afforded  sufficient  to  induce  tho 
House  to  pause  before  thev  gave  thehr 
sanction  to  a  measure  fraught  with  evilf» 
aod  pregnant  with  the  most  calamitous 
events.  Nor  would  he  state  the  reasons 
why,  from  time  immemorial,  gold  and 
silver  had  been  preferred  as  the  circulating 
medium  of  every  nation.  Their  imperish* 
able  nature,  their  scarcity,  every  thing  ia 
fact  had  pointed  them  out  as  the  best  re- 
presentatives of  wealth.  In  addition  to 
the  political  inexpediency  of  a  paper  cur« 
rency>  there  were  a  variety  of  otner  rem* 
sons,  equally  strong,  against  it.  Its  incon- 
venience, its  liability  to  accident  and  to 
forgery,  rendered  it  peculiarly  objection- 
able. Supposing  a  poor  man,  who  had  ro- 
ceived  one  or  two  pounds  for  his  week's 
wages,  on  his  way  home  should  got 
drenched  in  the  rain*»what  would  be  tho 
consequence  ?  his  notes^  which  would  no 
doubt  be  consigned  to  bis  pocket,  would 
come  out  a  perfect  pap,  the  numbers  would 
be  destroyed,  and  the  iruits  of  his  labour 
would  be  completely  lost.  (A  lau^h,) 
Gentlemen  mignt  laugh,  but  such  might 
really  be  tho  case,  and  such  were  the  ao- 
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cidents  constantly  occurring.  He  knew 
an  instance  of  a  poor  man,  who  haul  saved 
up  a  sum  of  money,  from  the  fruits  of  <  his 
labour,  which  was  in  the  shape  of  Bank 
notes,  and  which  he  had  deposited  in  a^ 
cupboard  in  his  room.  On  going  to 
•eek  for  it  afterwards,  however,  he  found 
that  his  notes,  as  well  as  his  bread  and 
cheese,  had  been  eaten  by  the  rats.  The 
noble  lord  concluded  by  declaring  his  dis- 
sent from  every  principle  of  the  Bill*  He 
would  propose  as  an  amendment,  "  That 
the  Report  be  brought  up  that  day  six 
months/' 

Mr.  Simeon  opposed  the  amendment. 

Sir  John  NeumoH  deprecated  the  inter- 
ference of  the  legislature  in  cases  of  this 
kind  ;  as  it  only  afforded  to  the  ministers 
cf  the  day  a  temporary  relief  from  their 
embarrassments,  and  went  to  subvert  all 
principles  of  political  economy. 

Mr.  M*Nugken  thought  it  but  fair  that 
the  Irish  tenantry  should  have  as  much 
protection  as  the  English. 

Mr.  Johmtone  spoke  against  the  Report 
being  brought  up.  He  said  the  Bill  would 
be  destructive  of  public  credit;  and  the 
only  difference  between  us  and  foreign 
nations  was,  that  they  bounded  into  banic- 
ruptcy  in  three  or  four  years,  while  we 
ihould  be  longer  in  doing  so;  but  say 
what  ministers  would,  it  must  come  to  the 
same  end  at  last. 

Mr.  VansUtari  was  favourable  to  the  Re- 
port being  brought  up.  He  said,  we  were 
Doxioubtin  a  state  of  difficulty  and  em- 
barrassment, but  denied  that  Bank  notes 
were  at  all  depreciated.  He  believed  a 
great  majority  of  the  House  approved  of 
the  Bill,  and  a  much  greater  majority  of 
the  nation;  and  therefore  it  had  his  hearty 
support. 

Mr.  Homer,  at  considerable  length,  op- 
posed the  general  principle  of  the  Bill. 
The  invariable  effect  of  legislative  inter- 
ference was  to  increase,  rather  than  dimi- 
nish the  evil.  The  root  of  the  evil,  the 
excessive  issue  of  Bank  notes,  ought  to  be 
struck  at.  The  rate  of  exchange  was  now, 
in  consequence  of  the  measures  taken  by 
government^  lower  than  at  the  time  the 
Bullion  Committee  sat.  He  remarked  upon 
the  extraordinary  coincidence,  that  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  bullion  exactly  kept 
pace  with  the  augmented  issue  of  notes 
from  Threadneedle-street. 

A  division  then^  took  place  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  Jteport  be  brought  up,  when 
the  numbers  were — Ayes  iS8;  Noes  29. 
The  Report  was  accordingly  received, 
when 


Lord  A,  Hamilton  proposed  a  clause  to 
confine  the  dividend  of  profits  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Bank  of  England  to  10/. 
per  cent,  during  the  operation  of  the  Bill. 
His  object  was  that  the  Bank  might  have 
an  interest  in  the  recommencement  of 
paymefits  in  specie. 

This  clause  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Man- 
ning and  Mr.  Vansittart,  and  sdpported  by 
Mr.  Brougham  ;  but  it  was  negatived 
withouta  division. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  a  clause  to  compel 
the  Bank  to  employ  the  surplus,  above 
10/.  per  cent,  to  the  purchase  of  bullion, 
which  was  also  negatived,  after  some  im- 
portant discussion. 

Mr.  Johnstone  proposed  a  clause  to  limit 
the  issue  of  Bank  notes,  which  was  like* 
wise  negatived. — ^The  Bill  was  then  re* 
committed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed 
what  he  termed  a  valuable  amendment, 
taking  away  from  the  landlord  the  right  of 
ejectment  after  a  tender  of  Bank  notes  in 
payment  of  hi<t  rent  by  the  tenant  It  was 
warmly  opposed  by  Messrs.  Horner^ 
Brougham,  and  others,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  a  most  important  alteration,  depriv- 
ing the  landlord  of  his  only  remaining  re- 
medy, and  making  Bank  notes  to  aU  in- 
tents and  ptirposes  legal  tender.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr. 
Simeon  maintained  a  contrary  position, 
insisting  that  nothing  new  in  principle  was 
suggested,  and  indeed  that  the  alteration 
had  been  in  contemplation  from  the  com- 
mencement The  amendment  was  passed 
withouta  division ;  the  Report  was  brought 
up,  received,  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  AprU  2 1 . 

Petitions  against  the  Orders  in 
Council.]  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  certain  manufac- 
turers, traders,  and  others,  of  the  town  of 
Birmingham,  against  the  continuance  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Earl  Fifzwilliam  presented  a  Petition  to 
the  same  eiiect,  from  the  bodv  of  mer- 
chants,  manufacturers,  and  olber  loyal  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  SliefBeld,  in  the 
county  of  York,  and  its  vicinity.  The  Pe- 
tition expressed,  in  strong  language^  the 
opinion  of  the  petitioners  respecting  these 
measures,  and  praying  their  iordsbips  to 
adopt  stfth  measures  as  iu  thtir  wiidon 
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they  may  deem  proper  for  the  purpose  of 
rescinding  the  same. 

Lord  Ccdthorpe  presented  a  second  Peti- 
tion, precisely  to  the  same  effect  from  Bir- 
minsham. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  took  occasion  to 
observe,  that  the  Petition  juit  presented 
had  received  the  signatures  of  more  than 
1 4^000 individuals,  and  urged  the  propriety 
of  their  lordships  paying  the  most  serious 
attention  to  a  subject  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance, and  respecting  which  the  sense  of 
such  a  large  portion  of  their  fellow  subjects 
was  so  decidedly  expressed. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  then  adverted  to  the 
notice  he  had  given  of  amotion  respecting 
the  Orders  in  Council,  with  reference  to 
the  numerous  Petitions  which  crowded  the 
table  of  the  House,  setting  forth  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  maaufacturers  in  consequence 
of  the  operation  of  these  Orders,  and  moved 
to  discharge  the  order  for  summoning  their 
lordships  on  that  motion  on  Tuesday 
next,  and  to  renew  it  for  Thursday  the 
30th  instant. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that 
the  various  applications  to  parliament 
upon  this  important  subject,  strongly  ex- 
pressed the  opinions  and  the  feelings  of 
the  great  body  of  those  most  interested  in 
and  affected  by  the  measures  in  question. 
What  they  alleged  against  those  ruinous 
measures  was  strictly  founded  in  fact,  and 
this  he  would  be  the  more  enabled  to 
prove,  were  the  documents  which  he  should 
move  for  on  Friday  ordered  to  be  pro- 
duced* The  petitioners  took  a  right  view 
of  the  subject,  and  he  agreed  with  them, 
as  he  was  sure  that  no  measurescould  more 
effectually  aid  the  enemy  than  the  means 
afforded  by  those  Orders  in  Council. 
They  would  tend  eventually  to  the  crea- 
tion of  a  marine  for  the  enemv»and  would, 
instead  of  diminishing,  tend  to  increase 
the  supplies  for  those  armies  with  which 
he  subjugated  the  continent.  He  conjured 
their  lordships  to  attend  to  the  subject, 
when  it  should,  ere  long,  come  under  their 
consideration,  as  involving  points  not  only 
vitally  affecting  the  commercial  and 
trading  interests,  but  even  the  national 
existence  of  the  country  itself. 

Earl  Bathurst  strongly  contended  that  a 
very  mistaken  and  erroneous  sense  of  the 
nature  and  effect  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
was  entertained  by  those  whose  opinions 
were  expressed  in  the  language  they  had 
just  heard  read.  He  would  put  it  to  their 
lordships  what  would  be  the  inevitable 
effect  of  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  ? 


It  would,  in  fact,  be  to  open  the  ports  of 
France  to  importations  from  the  fialtic* 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
various  other  places;  it  would  be  to  transfer 
the  entire  advantages  of  a  traffic  to  tb« 
enemy,  which  might  otherwise  direct  itself 
to  this  country. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  insisted  that  Xh% 
petitioners  in  such  a  question  Were  th« 
preferable  authority. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  deprecated  all 
premature  discussion  of  a  subject  not  be* 
fore  the  House.  He  contended  that  th« 
opinions  of  noble  lords  on  his  side  of  th« 
House  were  intitled  to  as  much  attention 
and  respect  as  those  so  loudly  urged  by 
the  noble  earl.  The  luie  of  argument  and 
tone  held  by  noble  lords  opposite,  tended 
to  deceive,  instead  of  informing  the  manu- 
facturers upon  the  subject*  They  reprs* 
sen  ted  that  the  effect  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  was  to  benefit  the  trade  and 
the  navigation  of  the  enemy,  and  to  divert 
the  tide  of  commerce  from  the  ports  of  . 
this  island.  His  conception  of  those  mea« 
sures  vras  very  different.  He  regarded 
them  as  making  part  of  a  wise  and  juil 
system  of  retaliation  against  the  unprin* 
cipled  and  aggressive  conduct  of  France* 
providing  that  where  the  neutral  had  not 
the  wisdom  or  spirit  to  defend  its  rights 
the  enemy  should  not  reap  the  advantage 
of  commerce,  nor  that  the  valuable  pro- 
ducts  of  the  West  Indies  should  be  cac- 
ried  into  his  ports.  The  number  of 
speeches  which  were  made,  nor  the  cla- 
mour which  was  raised  against  these  mea- 
sures, did  not  alter  the  nature  of  those 
Orders,  or  tend  in  the  least  to  shew  their 
want  of  wisdom  or  justice. 

Renewal  of  the  East  Indfa  Com- 
pany's Charter.J  Earl  Grey,  adverting 
to  the  numerous  Petitions  that  lay  on  their 
lordships'  table,  against  the  East  India 
monopoly,  wished  to  know  from  the 
noble  President  of  the  Board  of  Contrcrul, 
when  the  subject  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  was  to  be  brought  forward.  Tha 
session  was  far  advanced ;  the  measure 
was  one  of  the  greatest  importance^  and 
it  was  necessary  that  time  should  be  given 
for  that  ample  deliberation,  which  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  called  for. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  could  not 
state  exactly  when  the  subject  would  be 
brought  before  parliament;  but  whether  , 
it  could  be  brought  forward  this  session  or 
not,  their  lordships  mieht  be  assured  of 
this,  that  full  time  would  be  given  for  th» 
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consideration  of  the  question  in  all  its 
bearings.  He  had  no  objection^  however, 
to  state,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  go- 
Temment  that  the  matter  should  originate 
in  the  other  House ;  but  there  was  no  de- 
sire, on  the  part  of  the  Prince  Regent's 
ministers,  to  precipitate  the  measure,  or 
prevent  its  being  maturely  considered  in 
both  Houses, 

Earl  Grey  had  expressed  his  wish  to 
know  when  the  subject  would  be  brought 
before  their  lordships;  whether  it  was 
probable  thai  it  would  be  submitted  to 
them  at  a  period  when  there  was  a  fair 
chance  of  its  beillg  considered  and  dis- 
cussed in  a  manner  suited  to  its  impor- 
tance :  but  now  the  noble  earl  over  the 
way  appeared  to  be  uncertain  whether  it 
would  come  beforothem  at  all  that  session ; 
mod  stated^  that^  at  all  events,  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  measure  should  not  ori- 
ginate there.  He  saw  no  reason  against 
It ;  but  at  any  rate  it  ought  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them  at  a  period  when  it  might  re* 
ceive  the  fullest  deliberation.  Could  this 
he  expected  ?  Considering  the  time  that  a 
Bill  of  this  nature  must  take  in  passing 
through  the  other  House,  it  was  morally 
impossible  that  it  should  that  session  come 
before  their  lordships  at  a  time  when  there 
was  usually  the  fullest  attendance.  He 
hoped  their  lordships  would  interfere,  and 
not  suffer  their  dignity  and  consequence 
in  the  state  to  be  thus  trifled  with. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  had  given 
no  decided  opinion  that  the  subject  ought 
not  to  originate  in  their  lordships'  House. 
He  had  only  stated  that  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  appeared  most  advisable  to  the 
government  that  the  matter  should  ori- 
ginate in  the  other  House. 

Lord  GrenviUe  declared,  that  from  what 
he  had  seen  of  the  conduct  of  the  present 
ministers,  it  was  his  firm  belief  that  they 
acted  upon  a  fixed  intention  to  annihilate 
the  consequence  of  that  House.  (Some 
cries  of  No,  no.)  He  repeated  that  such 
was  his  firm  belief— a  belief  founded  upon 
their  uniform  plan  of  delaying  to  bring  the 
most  important  political  measures  before 
their  lordships,  till  it  was  notoriously  im* 
possible  to  give  them  their  due  considera- 
tion in  that  House.  The  declaration  of 
his  noble  friend  at  the  head  of  the  East 
India  Department,  was  in  exact  conformity 
to  this  system.  After  the  public  atten- 
tion had  been  so  long  fixed  upon  this  sub- 
ject, when  their  table  was  loaded  with  Pe- 
titions respecting  it,  his  noble  friend  had 
declared^  that  the  natter  was  not  to  be 


brought  forward  here  till  it  had  passed 
the  other  House.  Such  a  declaration  he 
thought  a  most  extraordinary  one;  for 
even  if  the  measure  were  to  originate  in 
the  other  House,  still  there  were  means, 
before  it  had  gone  through  all  its  forms, 
to  bring  the  subject  before  their  lordships  ; 
and  this  was  the  plan  which  those  who 
loved  the  constitution  of  their  country,  and 
thought  their  lordships'  House  an  integral 
part  of  it,  woold^  in  all  probability,  have 
followed  :  but  ministers,  it  appeared, 
thought  that  their  lordships  had  only  to 
sit,  with  their  hands  folded,  till  the  most 
important  measures  were  brought  before 
them,  at  a  time  when  ihey  could  not  give 
them  due  consideration  ;  and  then,  if  some 
of  their  lordships  solicited  farther  time, 
they  would  be  told,  that  the  public  interest, 
and  not  their  opinions,  were  to  be  attended 
to.  Was  this  a  way  to  treat  that  House  ? 
For  five  years  they  had  been  treating  on 
the  subject  with  their  parliament  in  Lea- 
denhall-street ;  and  yet  it  was  not  to 
be  brought  before  their  lordships,  till  it 
was  so  late,  that  they  could  not  con- 
veniently, he  might  say,  could  not  possi- 
bly* gi^^  i^  ^be  consideration  which  its 
magnitude  required,  it  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  constitution  of  the  coun- 
try, that  their  lordships  should  not  sufier 
their  House  to  be  treated  with  this  gross 
indignity. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  would  never  hear 
the  present  ministers  charged  with  treating 
their  lordships'  House  with  indignity, 
without  rising  to  repel  the  accusation.  He 
maintained  that  in  the  conduct  of  the  pub- 
lic business,  every  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  consequence  of  that  House. 
What  was  there  in  the  explanation  of  his 
noble  friend  to  call  for  this  accusation  ? 
Had  not  his  noble  friend  declared,  that 
ample  time  would  be  given  for  the  consi- 
deration of  this  important  subject  ?  And 
with  regard  to  the  particular  period  at 
which  this  business  might  come  before 
them,  he  had  to  observe,  that  no  season 
was  improper  for  deliberation  upon  a 
great  public  measure.  If,  indeed,  there 
had  been  any  faulty  delay  on  the  part  of 
ministers,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  that  might  be  a  ground  for  a 
distinct  charge  against  them :  but  any 
season  of  the  year  was  a  fit  one  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  great  political  question.  It 
would  be  for  their  lordships  to  decide, 
when  the  question  came  before  them, 
whether  they  should  proceed  upon  it  or 
adjourn  the  discussion  to  a  fixture  period  f 
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and  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  thai  the 
Company's  Charter  wanted  two  years  of 
its  expiration.  Where  was  the  indignity 
to  their  lordships,  in  saying  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  ministers  that  the  measiirt 
should  originate  in  the  other  House  ?  That 
might  be  purely  a  matter  of  convenience ; 
and  no  indignity  was  intended  to  either 
House  of  Parliament.  It  ought  to  be  re- 
membered, also)  that  when  the  subject  of 
the  Charter,  now  about  to  expire,  was  under 
consideration,  the  noble  lord  who  spoke 
last  was  in  administration ;  and  yet  the 
measure  had  then  originated  in  the  other 
House,  and  had  come  before  their  lord- 
ships at  a  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
magnitude  of  the  subject  was  deeply  felt 
by  the  Prince  Regent's  servants ;  and  they 
had  thought  it  their  duty  to  consider  fully 
the  various  interests  which  it  involved, 
before  they  laid  the  matter  before  parlia- 
ment They  had  thought  it  incumbent 
on  them  to  lay  the  measure  before  parlia- 
ment in  as  perfect  a  shape  as  possible ; 
and  it  was,  and  had  always  been,  their  in- 
tention that  parliament  shovid  have  ample 
time  to  give  it  all  the  consideratioB  which 
its  importance  deserved. 

Marquis  WeUesley  denied.  In  the  most 
pointed  terms,  that  there  was  any  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  ministers,  while  he  vras 
connected  with  them,  to  ofier  any  indig- 
nity to  their  lordships'  House,  or  to  treat 
its  authority  lightly ;  but  atthe  same  time 
he  deeply  regretted,  that  a  question  of 
this  importance ;  for  it  was  one  of  the 
most  important  questions,  not  only  with  a 
view  to  trade ;  but  in  a  constitutional,  mi- 
litary, and  political  point  of  view,  that 
ever  came  under  their  lordships'  review-^ 
it  involved  all  that  was  dearest  and  most 
vital  to  the  constitution  of  this  country,  to 
iu  liberties,  and  to  its  government,— it  in- 
volved the  consideration  of  all  they  owed 
to  that  vast  empire  which  they  bad  so  long 
administered,  and  which,  as  he  should  be 
able  to  prove  when  the  matter  came  regu- 
larly under  discussion,  they  had,  aH  things 
considered,  administered  so  weU ;  be 
deeply  regretted,  he  repeated,  that  a  ques- 
tion of  this  vast  importance  had  not,  before 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  been  brought 
regularly  under  the  deliberation  of  b^th 
Houses,  in  the  shape  of  Resolutions,  by 
which  the  opinion  of  parliament  might  be 
taken  on  the  prominent  features  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  system,  before  the  more 
formal  measure  was  submitted  for  deliber- 
ation. Whether  the  measure  ought  to 
originate  in  that  or  the  other  House, — 
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whether  that  House  had  bees,  at  any  time» 
improperly  passed  by,  whether  tho  error 
was  on  the  one  side  of  the  House  or  tte 
other,  was  not  now  the  question  for  their 
lordships  to  decide.  The  real  qeestioa 
which  at  this  moment  best  deserved  their 
attention  was,  whether  thev  ooght  not  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  deciding  upon  the 
prominent  principles  of  the  intended  Indin  ' 
system,  as  a  preliminary  lo  the  discussion 
of  the  more  detailed  plan.  He  was  aware^ 
that  these  observations  were  hrregular; 
but  he  would  state  one  principle  new*  He 
belbved,  that  the  general  basis  of  the  pr^ 
sent  system  was  the  ri|fbt  one ;  but  at  the  * 
sane  time,  many  vital  iaprevementt. 
might  be  erected  on  that  basis,  even  wids 
a  view  to  give  complete  efl^t  to  the  prin* 
ciple  :  but  it  was  not  right  in  the  govenn 
raent  to  refrain  from  laMng  the  tense  ef 
both  Houses  as  the  preliminary  step. 
Such,  he  was  satitfiedr  vrould  be  the  opf« 
nion  ef  every  person  who  was  at  all  awaiw 
of  the  importance  ef  the  subject  He  rt« 
gretted  tpat  this  course  had  not  been 
adopted,  and  heard  the  declaration  ef  tfatt 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  India  depmi-i 
ment  with  astonishment.  For  how  ceuM 
they  possibly  think  of  proceeding  with  m 
measure  of  thismagnitude  without,in  the  ftnl 
instance,  epplymg  to  pariiament  for  a  gene* 
ral  concurrence  In  iu  prominent  features  ? 

Petitions  aispBCTiNO  thb  Claims  op 
THE  Roman  Catholics.]  The  Duke  ef 
6r/(wcaKef.— My  lords,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
Petition,  which  as  Chancellor  of  the  Uni* 
versity  of  Cambridge^  I  feel  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  present  to  your  lordships ;  but 
having- uniformly  absented  myself  when* 
ever  the  Roman  Catholic  question  has  been 
Under  discussion,  and  abstained  from  giv« 
ing  any  opinion  on  that  subject,  I  request 
it  may  be  understood,  that  though  my 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  Petition^ 
in  consequence  of  the  high  office  I  have 
the  honour  of  filling  in  the  University, 
from  which  I  have  but  a  few  hours  since 
received  this  Petition,  (an  office  I  feel  the 
greatest  pride  in  possessing)  yet  I  do  not 
mean  to  pledge  myself  to  any  opinion  et« 
ther  for  or  against  the  important  question, 
upon  which  vour  lordships  are  this  night 
i  going  to  deliberate.  Nothing^  would  have 
induced  me  to  come  down  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  for  the  very  high  respect  I 
entertain  for  that  very  learned  body 
whose  Petition  I  hold  in  my  hand ;  and  1 
propose  leaving  the  House  as  soon  as  I 
nave  heard  lirMd. 
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The  Petition  being  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Hardxmckt  said ;    My  lords, 
frym  the  relation  I  have  the  honour  to  bear 
to  the  Uniyersity  of  Cambridge,  it  is  im* 
possible  that'  I  should  not  feel  some  anx- 
iety to  trouble  your  lordships  with  a  few 
words  in  consequence  of  the  Petition  which 
has  been  just  read.    None  can  be  more 
ready  than  I  am  to  admit  the  weight  that 
is  due  to  every  thing  that  proceeds  from 
that  learned  body  ;  at  the  same  time,  my 
lords,  with  all  the  respect  that  i  bear  to 
theUniversity  coilectivelv,  and  with  kll  the 
respect  and  regard  that  I  feel  for  many  of 
the  individuals,  who  probably  are  parties 
to  this  Petition,  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted 
to  remark,  that  the  weight  which  is  given 
to  any  act,  from  whatever  quarter  it  pro- 
ceeds, must  necessarily  t>ear  some  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  deliberation  and 
ciscassion  which  it  has  undergone.  Now, 
my  lords,  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  observing    that  this  Petition, 
though  i^elating  to  a  question  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  stale,  is  not  the  result  of 
that  consideration  to  which  the  subject  is 
certainly  intitled.     On  the  contrary,  it  is  a 
fact  which  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  in- 
tention of  proposing  any  Petition  at  all, 
was  not  known  in  the  University  on  the 
evening  before  the  day  (viz.  yesterday) 
on  which  it  was  proposed  in  the  senate  ; 
and  if  a  right  reverend  prelate  were  now 
in  his    place,  he  would  confirm  what  I 
now  stale  to  your  lordships,  that  though 
presiding  over  the  largest  college  in  the 
university,  he  was  not  apprised  till  the 
evening  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  that 
any  such  measure  was  in  contemplation. 
And,  yet,  my  lords^  with  all  this  secrecy, 
the  majority  in  favour  of  the  Petition  was 
Tery  inconsiderable.    In  the  Black-hood 
House,  which  consists  of  masters  of  arts, 
above  five  years  standing,  the  members 
were,  for  the  Petition  24,  against  it  19 ; 
and  in  the.  White- hood  House,  for  a  Peti- 
tion 34<,  against  it  20.    It  must  here  be 
observed,  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
doctors  having  the  privilege  of  voting  in 
the  White^hood  House,  if  they  think  pro- 
per to  do  so,  accounts  for  the  majority 
being  greater   than  in  the  Black- hood 
House.     Under  these  circumstances,  my 
lords,  I  certainly  cannot  consider  this  Pe- 
tition as  conveying  the  sense  of  the  Uni- 
versity at  large ;  but  at  all  events,  it  will 
receive   its  due  weight  from  your  lord- 
ships ;  and  I  am  bound  to  say,  that  many 
of  the  individuals  from  whom  it  proceeds. 


are  of  the  most  respectable  description  for 
their  abilities  and  learning,  and  would  not 
have  brought  before  your  lordships  any 
Petition  that  was  not  expressive  of  their 
genuine  and  sincere  opinions  upon  this  or 
any  other  subject.  I  am,  therefore,  si  nee  rely 
concerned  to  find  myself  obliged  to  differ 
from  them  so  entirely  upon  this  occasion ; 
but  I  cannot,  in  deference  to  any  indivi- 
duals, or  any  body,  however  respectable, 
abandon  opinions  which  are  the  result  of 
much  consideration  and  long  experience  ; 
opinions  so  far  as  relates  to  the  penal  laws, 
entertained  from  a  very  early  period  of 
life,  confirmed  bv  observation  and  reflec- 
tion  since,  and  which  lead  me  to  the  more 
decided  conviction  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  supporting  the  motion  that 
win  be  the  subject  of  our  deliberation  to- 
night 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdaume. — My  lords, 
as  far  as  my  information  goes,  the  state- 
ment of  my  noble  friend,  notwithstanding 
the  length  of  time  in  which  the  subject 
bad  occupied  the  public  attention,  though 
nearly  two  months  notice  have  been  given 
in  both  Houses  of  the  intention  to  press  this 
question  upon  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment this  session ;  yet  it  was  not  till  Sa- 
turday last  that  it  was  surmised  in  the 
University  that  such  a  Petition  as  this 
was  in  contemplation ;  and  it  was  not  till 
Sunday,  a  day  usually  devoted  to  other 
concerns,  that  the  promoters  of  the  Peti- 
tion formally  promulgated  their  purposes. 
The  subject  was  discussed  on  Monday 
morning,  before  those  who  were  neces- 
sarily absent  on  various  duties,  could  at- 
tend in  their  places,  to  give  their  concur- 
rence or  intimate  their  dissent.    I  know 
that  several   persons,  if   they  had   had 
timely  notice  of  the  intention  to  submit 
this  proposition  to  the  University,  would 
have  attended  to  give  their  negative  to  it. 
(Hear,  hear.)    I  have  authority  to  state, 
that  if  the  reverend  and  learned  prelate, 
who  held  the  highest  situation  in  the  Uni- 
versity, next   to    the    illustrious  person 
whom  it  has  the  honour  to  have  at  its  head* 
had  not  been  accidentally  absent  when  the 
Petition  was  proposed,  he  would   have 
given  it  his   opposition.    Such  are  the 
circumstances  undv  which  this  Petitioa 
has  been  carried;   and  I  request  your 
lordships  to  bear  in  mind  the  statement  of 
my  noble  friend,  that  only  fifty-eight  per« 
sons  out  of  the  houses   that  voted,  had 
supported  the  proposition,  belonging  to  • 
body  of  seven  or  eight  hundred. 
The  Duke  of  Notfotk.-^!  think  that  the 
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circumstances  warrant  an  inference,  that 
if  the  subject  had  been  deliberately  consi- 
dered, the  decision  would  ha?e  been  dif- 
ferent. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  county 
of  Galway»  same  as  the  general  Petition. 

The  Marquis  of  Down$hire  presented  a 
Petition  of  the  same  kind,  from  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  the  county  of  Down.    . 

Earl  Conyr^ham  presented  the  Petition 
of  the  Catholics  of  the  county  of  Clare. 

Lord  Erskine  presented  a  Petition  from  a 
number  of  Christians  to  the  same  effect  as 
several  other  Petitions  already  received, 
all  in  support  of  the  concessions  required 
by  the  Catholics.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore's  Motion 
FOR  A  Committee  on  the  Civil  Disabi- 
lities of  the  Roman  Catholics.]  The 
Earl  of  Donoughmore  moved  the  order  of 
the  day,  for  a  Committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  Claims  of  the  Catholic  body, 
for  the  removal  of  the  disabilities  under 
which  they  labour.  The  Order  having 
been  read. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  rose  and  said  : 

My  lords ;  The  Petitions  on  the  part  of 
my  Catholic  countrymen,  which  your 
lordships  have  heard  read,  are  sufficiently 
explicit  in  stating  the  objects  of  the  peti- 
tioners, four  millions  of  your  fellow-sub- 
jects, the  Irish  nation.  What  are  the 
grievances  of  which  they  complain? — 
That  they  are  excluded  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  those  constitutional  privileges, 
which  they  claim  as  the  birth-right,  and 
the  inheritance  of  every  member  of  the 
British  Union.  What  is  the  remedy  for 
which  they  make  their  firm,  but  respect- 
ful appeal  to  the  justice  of  this  House  ? — 
The  removal  of  unjust  restrictions— the 
revival  of  suspended  right 

This  is  not  a  new  question,  brought 
forward  for  discussion,  now,  for  the 
fjrst  time.  Your  lordships  have  already 
heard  the  weighty  arguments,  by  which 
the  affirmative  side  of  it  stands  supported, 
repeatedly  put,  with  all  the  appropriate 
force,  which  talent  and  zeal  will  always 
give  to  a  good  cause,  to  every  objection, 
which  the  apprehensions  of  his  own  mind 
have  ever  suggested  to  the  well  intention- 
ed  alarmist,  the  strong  powers  of  truth 
and  reason  applied,  again  and  again,  with 
irresistible  effect;   and  bigotry  itself  dis- 


lodged from  its  strong  holds,  defeated  and 
rebuked. 

There  is,  however,  one  preliminary  ob- 
jection—that of  bringing  tfiis  subject  for* 
ward,  at  a  time  peculiarly  unseasonable^ 
against  which  I  most  guard  myself  at  the 
outset.    I  must  not  be  told,  that  I  am  now 
renewing  a  discussion,  on  which  yooi^ 
lordships  have  decided  twice  during  the 
present  session.      It  is  certainly  true,  that 
during  that  period,  two  questions  have  al- 
ready engaged  the  attention  of  the  House* 
in  both  of  which  the  just  claims  of  the 
Irish  Catholics  formed  a  strong  and  pro* 
minent  feature.    Indeed,  I  know- not  how 
I  could  select  any  question,  of  vital  im* 
portance  to  that  country,  which  must  not 
embrace    the    necessity    of    conciliating 
them,  so  irresistibly  must  their  present 
condition  force  itself  into  view,  as  the 
master  grievance,  whenever  the  alarming 
state  of  Ireland,  at  such  a  crisis  as  the  pre* 
setit,  becomes  the  object  of  consideration* 
But  in  both  cases,  the  claims  of  the  Catho* 
lies  made  but  a  part  of  the  subject,  which 
thus  engaged  the  attention  of  your  lord* 
ships.     In  both,  it  was  complicated  with 
other  considerations  of  a  weighty  naturjB  ; 
with  the  administration  of  justice  in  Ire* 
land,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  govern* 
ment  in  the  one  case,  and  with  the  re^ 
moval  of  the  ministers  in  the  other.    On 
the  first  occasion,  it  was  the  operation  of 
the  Convention  Act,  which  was  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  complaint.     In  the  other 
the  general  misconduct  and  impolicy  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  on  all  the  leading 
and  most  important  measures  of  their  ad- 
ministration. 

On  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl  (Fiti* 
William)  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, many  of  your  lordships  might  not 
have  been  prepared  to  have  voted  a  ceo* 
sure  on  the  Irish  government,  however 
anxiously  they  mignt  have  wished,  that 
the  Catholic  grievances  had  not  been  in* 
terrupted,  in  their  progress  to  parliament 
and  to  the  throne.  On  the  motion  of  the 
noble  baron,  (lord  Boringdon)  your  lord- 
ships might  have  been  still  less  ready,  to 
go  the  whole  length  of  passing  sentence  of 
execution,  against  the  whole  administra- 
tion. Some  noble  lords  might  have  been 
desirous  to  have  given  a  long  day,  in  order 
to  have  afforded  to  a  noble  viscount,  (Sid* 
mouth)  and  a  noble  earl  (earl  of  Bucking- 
hamshire) who  have  lately  joined  the  aa- 
ministratibn,  an  opportunity  of  taking 
th^ir  part  on  the^seUmn  occasion.    Others, 
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in  compliment  to  the  feelings  of  a  noble 
earl,  (Camden)  long  supposed  not  to  be  a 
fixture  in  the  government,  might  have 
wished  to  have  afforded  him  an  opportu* 
nity  of  escaping  from  the  head  of  the 
council  board,  before  the  day  of  retribu- 
tive justice. 

Against  the  question  which  I  now  offer 
to  your  lordships'  notice,  no  noble  lord  is 
pledged,  by  either  of  these  his  former 
votes,  nor  by  any  feeling  such  as  I  have 
described.  From  my  present  proposition, 
no  one  need  withhold  his  assent,  who  is 
not  a  devoted  and  pledged  friend  to  into* 
lerance  and  exclusion,  on  their  own  in* 
trinsic  merits.  Simple  and  uncompli- 
cated,  in  all  its  native  dignity  and  impor- 
tance, the  cause  of  your  Catholic  fellow 
subjects  now  approaches  your  lordships* 
And  the  known  removal  of  that  obstacle, 
which  has  so  long  stood  in  the  way  of  its 
accomplishment,  leaves  every  man  at  li- 
berty to  take  up  the  question  now,  on  its 
own  peculiar  grounds.  And  though  there 
should  be  some  little  deviation  from  former 
opinions  and  former  votes,  no  one  need  be 
ashamed  of  such  a  change  of  sentiment,  or 
of  turning,  however  late,  out  of  the  road, 
in  which  he  has  been  travelling  too  long, 
into  that  path,  which  leads  to  national  con- 
ciliation, and  national  strength. 

But,  from  the  experience  of  some  of 
your  lordships,  and  the  history  of  the  pro- 
gress of  this  question  in  the  sister  country, 
this  House  cannot  be  unprepared,  for 
changes  of  opinions  somewhat  sodden,  in 
those  who  are  now  at  the  head  of  the  Re- 
gent's councils.  Let  me  remind  a  noble 
earl,  (the  earl  of  Buckinghamshire)  who  has 
been  lately  added  to  the  confidential  ser- 
vants of  the  government,  and  the  noble 
earl  (the  earl  of  Westmoreland)  in' the  blue 
ribband,  of  whose  administration  in  Ireland 
he  had  made  a  part,  of  the  proceedings  in 
that  kingdom  in  1792,  and  1793,  com- 
pared or  rather  contrasted  with  each  other. 

The  rejection  of  the  petition  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Ire- 
land, in  1792,  for  only  a  limited  elective 
franchise,  by  the  noble  earl,  at  the  head  of 
a  triumphant  majority,  pledges  of  lives 
and  fortunes,  for  the  perpetual  exclusion 
of  the  Catholics,  by  every  corporation 
throughout  the  kingdom,  great  and  small, 
in  which  the  ever  obsequious  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  took  the  lead,  but, 
nnfortunately  for  the  public,  did  not  stand 
then,  as  it  does  now,  the  solitary  example 
of  intolerance,  the  miserable  object  of  mi« 


nisterial  power.  A  Petition,  notwith- 
standing all  this,  from  a  representative 
body  of  the  Catholics,  elected  by  all  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  sitting  in  the  metro- 
polis for  many  days,  found  its  way  to  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  although  the  two  noble 
earls,  who  then  administered  the  Irish  go- 
vernment, would  not  suffer  it  to  pass 
through  the  regular  official  channel.  The 
memorable  session  of  1793,  opened  with 
a  speech  from  the  throne,  delivered  by  the 
noble  earl  in  the  blue  ribband,  strongly 
recommending  to  the  parliament  the  Ca- 
tholic Claims,  and  the  elective  franchise, 
unlimited  and  entire,  and  all  the  valuable 
concessions  of  the  act  of  1793,  restored  to 
the  Catholics,  by  a  Bill,  introduced  into 
parliament  by  the  other  noble  earl,  and 
backed  by  all  the  influence  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's, government. 

The  obsequious  Commons  of  Ireland, 
among  whom,  in  the  preceding  year, 
forty-five  were  only  found,  who  did  not 
pledge  themselves  against  the  grant  of  any 
further  concessions  to  their  Catholic  coun- 
trymen, now  and  for  ever,  inspired  on  the 
sudden  with  extraordinary  sentiments  of 
kindness  and  liberality ;  the  intolerance  of 
the  petty  corporations  abashed  and  put 
down,  and  by  the  timely  and  discreet  re- 
cantation of  the  Irish  parliament,  and  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  a  noble  viscount 
(Melville)  now  no  more,  then  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
and  to  whose  memory,  for  this  just  and 
merciful  act  of  his  administration,  I  shall 
always  look  as  to  that  of  a  great  public 
benefactor,  the  important  conciliation  of 
1793,  accomplished,  without  a  struggle. 

So  much  for  pledges,  so  much  for  con- 
sistency, so  much  for  that  infuriate  reli- 
gious phrenzy,  which  outstrips  and  insults 
reason  ;  which  is  not  the  child  of  our  un- 
derstanding, but  the  ofispring  of  our  worst 
passions ;  which  is  not  real,  but  afl^cted ; 
which  is  provoked,  and  excited,  but  not 
natural ;  which  hypocrisy  assumes,  and 
interest  deposes ;  which  a  tender  heart 
could  not  feel,  and  an  honest  one  would 
not  practise. 

But  every  former  relaxation  of  the 
penal  code,  in  favour  of  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics, from  ma,  when  tbeir  situation  first 
engaged  the  attention  of  parliament,  to  the 
period  of  the  great  concessions  of  1793, 
was  in  every  instance,  the  measure  of  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  recommended  on 
the  last  memorable  occasion,  by  the  king's 
representative^    in   his  speech  from  the 
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throne.  And  it  was  particnlarly  fit  and 
becoming,  that  so  signal  an  instance  of 
justice  and  mercy  to  his  suffering  subjects* 
should  proceed  from  the  gracious  and  im- 
mediate interposition  of  the  common  father 
of  all  his  people.  For  in  what  other  cha* 
racter  could  the  sovereign  power  exhibit 
itself,  with  such  appropriate  grace  and 
dignity  ?  And  so  deeply  is  that  feeling 
impressed  upon  my  mind,  that  I  should 
accept,  with  some  mixture,  almost  of  re- 
gret, as  the  mere  triumph  of  the  political 
struggle  of  contending  parties,  the  impor- 
tant object  for  ^hich  I  am  now  contend- 
ing for  my  Catholic  countrymen ;  if  the 
unhappy  circumstances  of  the  present 
moment,  did  not  lead  me  now  nearly  to 
despair  of  its  accomplishment  at  any  time^ 
as  the  measure  of  unenforced  liberality. 

But,  why  was  not  this  question  already 
pot  at  rest,  and  the  good  work  of  concilia- 
ting Ireland  at  least  begun,  by  the  gracious 
reccommendation  from  the  throne,  of  the 
Catholic  Claims,  as  an  early  act  of  the  Re* 
gent's  unlimited  government?  For  the 
last  twelve  years,  the  accomplishment  of 
that  healing  measure  had  been  rendered, 
perhaps,  impossible,  by  those  conscientious 
scruples,  which  were  known  to  have  exist- 
ed .in  the  mind  of  a  certain  illustrious  indi- 
vidual ;  though  the  moment,  at  which 
the  existence  of  such  an  obstacle  was  an- 
nounced to  the  public  for  the  first  time, 
was  assuredly  not  the  most  appropriate 
and  satisfactory  ;  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  It  was  not,  till  after 
the  ministers  in  both  countries,  and 
amongst  the  rest  a  noble  viscount,  who  sits 
in  the  other  House,  had  given  to  the  Ca- 
tholics the  strongest  grounds  of  being  as- 
sured, at  least  of  the  early  and  favpurable 
consideration  of  their  claims,  in  the  impe- 
rial legislature,  and  that  they  had  accom- 
plished the  measure  of  union  by  such  ef> 
^tual  aid,  that  they  discovered,  or  at 
least  communicated  to  those  whose  ser- 
vices they  no  longer  needed,  that  they 
could  not  perform  their  part  of  this  so 
strongly  implied  contract  It  is,  however, 
matter  of  public  notoriety,  that  such  an 
obstruction  has  now  entirely  ceased  to 
exist.  To  whatever  I  or  any  other  per- 
son may  conceive  to  be  the  actual  opi- 
nions of  the  Prince  Regent,  at  the  present 
moment,  on  this  or  on  any  other  public 
question,  I  know  it  would  not  be  parlia- 
mentary for  me  to  allude  in  this  place. 
But,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  argue,  from 
what  the  opinions  of  the  same  illustrious 
person  were  known  to  have  been,  as  prince 
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of  Wales,  and  before  he  had  assumed  Um 
exercise  of  the  executive  functions-— 

Lord  KaiQ/on  called  the  noble  lord  t» 
order.  He  thought  it  highly  disorderly 
to  allude  to  the  opinions  of  any  person ' 
exercising  the  royalfimctions  of  the  realm^ 
or  to  conjecture  what  they  were  ;  as  it  was 
quite  unparliamentary,  to  attempt  to  i» 
lluence  the  deliberations  of  that  Hoose^ 
by  stating  the  opinions  of  the  Prince  Re* 
gent 

The  Earl  of  Domm^^mort.  V  the  nobb 
lord's  patience  in  hearing  me  had  not  beem 
overcome,  by  his  excessive  seal  to  pr«» 
serve  order,  he  might  have  learned,  by  this 
time,  that  I  had  no  intention  of  saylog 
what  he  has  supposed  me  to  have  satcu 
Had  the  noble  lord  heard  me  out  he  would 
have  found,  that  I  was  speaking  merely  t* 
a  point  of  history,  to  what  history  records^ 
to  have  been,  at  a  certain  period,  the  poK* 
tical  sentiments  of  the  then  Prince  of 
Wales ;  to  that,  as  such,  I  contend  I  hav« 
a  right  to  speak;  and  I  must  beg  leave  of 
the  noble  lord  to  add,  that  such  unseason* 
able  interruptions  are  not  the  best  means  !• 
preserve  order,  and  that  all  similltr  attempts 
to  obstruct  my  humble  efforts  in  this  gopA 
cauie,  shall  prove  as  impotent  as  the  pre* 
sentt.  My  Catholic  countrymen  have  not 
placed  their  interests  in  such  hands,  as  will 
permit  them  to  be  thwarted  and  put  dowa(, 
by  interruptions  so  unseasonable,  impro* 
per,  and  disorderly.  . 

Lord  Kenj^  appealed  to  the  House, 
whether,  in  his  view  of  the  noble  earl's 
argument,  he  was  not  justified  in  callinf 
him  to  order.  If,  under  that  impression, 
he  had  unseasonably  interrupted  the  noble 
lord,  he  regretted  it.  He  had  merely 
acted  from  a  sense  of  his  parliamentary- 
duty,  without  intending  any  thing  personal 
to  the  noble  earl. 

The  Eblt\  of  DoMughmore.  I  admit  that 
the  interruption  of  the  noble  lord  would 
have  been  perfectly  just  and  seasonable, 
if  I  could  have  so  entirely  forgotten  mv* 
sel^  as  to  have  introduced  the  name  of  the 
Prince  Re^nt,  to  influence  the  proceed- 
ings  of  this  House.  But  what  was  the 
true  statement  of  my  argument  ?  I  had 
been  reminding  your  lordships,  that  every 
former  concession  to  the  Catholics,  had 
been  the  professed  measure  of  the  minister, 
and  in  the  instance  of  17DS,  recommended 
to  parliament  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne.  I  had  been  explaining  to  your 
lordships,  why,  in  deference  to  the  scruples 
entertained  in  a  certain  quarter,  snche 
recommendation  could  not  have  been  tee* 
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•ooably  expected,  during  the  last  ten 
years,  and  I  was  naturally  proceeding  to 
enquire^  why,  since  such  obstructions  were 
now  entferely  removed,  no  message  had 
yet  come  down  to  this  House,  from  the 
rrince  Recent,  respecting  the  Catholic 
Claims.  Was  this  to  be  characterized,  as 
an  attempt  to  influence  your  lordships' 
deliberations,  by  the  use  of  the  name  of 
the  Prmce  Regent  ?  My  argument  had  an 
aspect  directly  the  reverse.  The  object 
of  my  complaint  was,  and  I  thought  it 
matter  of  serious  regret,  that  the  Regent 
bad  not,  in. this  instance,  exercised  the  le- 
gitimate authority  of  the  third  estate,  by 
recommending  a  measure  of  such  pressing 
importance  to  the  consideration  of  par- 
liament, and  with  which  the  former  sen- 
timents of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  were  known  to  have  been  so 
completely  in  unison.  Must  I  then  be 
compelled  to  lament,  the  voluntary  sa- 
crifice of  tliese  acknowledged  and  avowed 
feelings^  to  the  assumed  scruples,  and  po- 
litical religion  of  his  Royal  Highness's 
ministers  ?  And  is  the  public  to  be  insulted 
still  with  the  same  ridiculous  mummery  ? 
The  convenient  consciences  of  the  minis- 
ters, and  of  their  sovereign,  continually 
changing  places,  and  alternately  giving 
way  to  each  other,  with  the  great^est  mu- 
tual politeness,  between  the  principal 
actors  in  this  disgusting  scene,  and  nothing 
appearing  to  be  forgotten,  but  the  interests 
of  the  people. 

^  On  behalfof  the  Petitioners,  I  do  not  call 
iipon  your  lordships  to  come  at  once  to  the 
immediate  gprant  of  any  further  coneession, 
to  the  immediate  repeal  of  any  of  the  still 
existing  disabilities.  The  object  of  the 
motion,  with  which  I  shall  conclude,  is  for 
enquiry  only.  Can  any  maa  be  prepared 
to  say,  that  in  the  long  list  of  exclusions 
by  which  the  Catholics  still  continue  to  be 
Icept,  in  a  state  of  marked  and  degraded 
contradistinction  to  the  rest  of  their  fellow 
subjects,  there  is  not  one,  from  which  they 
may  witb  perfect  safety  to  the  state,  from 
which  they  ought  to  be  relieved  }•  Is  it  pos* 
tible,  that  there  can  be  any  one  noble 
lord  in  this  House,  who  is  now  prepared, 
at  once  and  without  the  decency  of  some 
little  previous  consideration,  to  pass  sen- 
tence of  perpetual  exclusion^ against  them ; 
from  every  constitutional  privilege,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  which  tliey  have  not  been 
admitted  already. 

But  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  in 
resisting,  on  a  former  occasion,  a  motion 
aomewhat  limilav  to  the  present,  asked 


your  lordships,  whether  it  was  not  absurd 
to  charge  those  with  whom  he  acted,  with 
refusing  to  discuss  the  subject  matter  of 
the  Catholic  Petitions  ?  Was  not  the  House, 
argued  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  then 
engaged  in  that  very  discussion,  into  which 
we  complain  that  we  have  not  been  per- 
mitted to  enter  ?  But  the  noble  lord  must 
have  been  perfectly  aware,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  give  to  any  measure  a  due  par- 
liamentary (Consideration,  excepting  in  a 
committee  only.  For  what  arguments 
can  it  require,  to  convince  any  reasoning 
mind  .that  no  great  measure  can  be  dis-* 
cussed  with  a  view  to  any  practicable  re- 
sult, except  in  a  committee.  And  above 
all  others,  the  case  of  his  Majesty's  Ca- 
tholic subjects;  split,  as  it  is,  into  so  many 
subdivisions,  by  the  various  heads  of  pro- 
scription, to  which  they  are  still  exposed  ; 
and  branching  out,  as  it  docs,  into  so  many 
complicated  relations,  of  individual  in- 
terests and  public  security.  To  refuse 
to  a  subject,  so  extensively  complicated 
in  its  several  relations,  so  deeply  interest- 
ing to  the  public  weal  in  its  important 
results,  a  grave  discussion  m  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  is  to  say,  in  efiect, 
that  you  will  not  discuss  the  subject  at  all 
for  any  practical  result ;  it  is  to  shut  your 
ears  against  the  Catholic  grievances  alto- 
gether and  for  ever ;  it  is  to  tarn  from  the 
ba^  of  this  House  unheard,  four-fifths  of 
the  population  of  the  sister  country,  who 
daim  at  your  lordships'  hands  the  restitu- 
tion of  their  own  constitutional  rights; 
and  the  other  Protestant  million  of  the 
constituency  of  the  same  state,  who  de- 
mand a  free  and  complete  admission,  for 
their  Catholic  fellow  subjects,  into  the  con- 
stitution of  their  country. 

Having  at  all  times,  whenever  it  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  to  address  your  lordships 
upon  this  subject,  put  the  question  on  the 
strong  ground  of  constitutional  right,  I  will 
not  now  degrade  its  magnitude  and  im- 
portance, by  condescending  to  enter  into 
a  detailed  consideration  of  the  particular 
impolicy  and  mischief  of  each  existing 
disability;  nor  now  be  driven  to  argue 
every  separate  head  of  exclusion  as  a  dis- 
tinct gprievance  in-  itself,  on  its  own  pecu« 
liar  constitutional  demerits. 

It  is  the  principle  ^of  exclusion  against 
which  I  raise  my  voice— that  principle 
which  would  draw  a  line  of  perpetual  de-' 
marcation  between  the  citizens  of  the 
same  common  •wealth,  the  subjects  of  the 
same  King— which  would  brand  upon 
the  forehoMi  of  our  Catholic  countrymen 
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the  foal  imputation  of  unaMored  fidelity  to 
the  parent  state — would  claim  for  the  Fro* 
testant  part  of  the  community  the  Briiit h 
constitution  as  their  exclusive  inheritance 
—and  cut  up  by  the  roots  every  prospect 
of  uniting  those  conQicting  interests,  by 
that  complete  and  useful  adjustm^nty  which 
can  be  expected  to  stand  on  no  foundation 
less  assured  than  this ;  the  enjoyment  of 
the  same  constitutional  privileges ;  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  same  constitutional 
rights. 

Plachig  ray  argument  on  such  high 
ground,  I  will  not  fritter  its  consequence 
away  by  endeavouring  to  shew,  by  a  re- 
gular train  of  proofs,  why  the  sama  man, 
to  wlom,  as  colonel,  the  command  of  a 
reffiment  is  now  confided,  may  not  be 
saMy  trusted,  as  a  general  officer,  with  the 
command  of  a  brigade ;  why  those,  who 
are  already  spread  over  the  face  of  the 
whole  country,  as  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
who,  at  the  quarter  sessions,  in  every  one 
of  the  thirty -two  counties,  administer  the 
functions  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction, 
ao  extensively,  may  not  preside  in  the 
superior  courts,  as  judges  of  the  land ;  and 
why  those  who  are  already  admitted  into 
the  elective  franchise,  should  not  them- 
selves be  eligible  to  the  trust  of  represent- 
ing others  ? 

On  the  act  of  1793  I  take  my  stand, 
containing,  as  it  does,  a  long  catalogue  of 
grievous  disabilities:  I  produce  it  to  your 
lordships  as  sufficient  evidence,  to  prove 
the  case  of  my  Catholic  countrymen,  in 
the  existence  of  those  exclusions  from  con- 
stitutional privileges ;  the  removal  of 
which  is  the  ground  of  their  present  ap- 
peal to  the  wisdom* and  justice  of  this 
House. 

I  produce  the  same  statute  to  your  lord- 
ships, as  a  most  important  document,  in 
favour  of  the  Petitioners'  claims,  in  an- 
other point  of  view  :  inasmuch  as,  by  the 
^reat  importance  of  the  privileges  which 
It  restores,  it  enacts  the  most  authentic 
proof  of  the  conviction  of  the  legislature, 
that  that  class  of  persons,  on  whom  it  had 
conferred  already  so  great  a  portion  of 
political  power,  were  worthy  of  perfect 
and  complete  confidence,  as  assured  mem- 
bers of  the  Protestant  state. 

On  that  foundation,  so  ably  and  so 
broadly  laid,  in  the  statesman-like  and 
weighty  argument  of  a  noble .  marquis 
(Wellesley)  on  a  late  occasion,  i  lay  the 
corner-stone  of  my  argument.  I  say  with 
him,  that  every  restramt,  excluding  a  par- 
licular  descnption  of  thia  sobjectt  of  any 
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Mte  from* the  enjoyment  of  advantages 
possessed  "by  the  community^  is  in  itselt  a 
positive  evti.  '       ^ 

Having  thus  shown  the-existeye  of  th« 
mischief,  and  established  the -tiue  ^f  tbt 
Petitioners  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  their 
common  rights,  from  the  intrinsic  ^eri* 
dence  of  the  statute  of  exclusion  itself,  1 
have  fairly  thrown  it  upon  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  come  forward,  and  exhibit  to 
this  House  their  apprehended  dangers  { 
and  to, shew  to  your  lordships,  if  they  can^ 
that  the  removal  of  these  exclusions  wboU 
be  attended  with  some  great  constitutional 
evil ;  that  the  continoance  of  iheoi,  at  tb« 
present  day,  is  rendered  indispensable  bjf 
some  over-powering  state  necessity. 

But  here  the  advocates  for  perpetual  ex* 
elusion  interpose  iheir  ^lever-failing  objec- 
tion, and  «8K  us,  wiib  astonishment  and 
dismay,  whether  we  are  really  prepared 
io  entrust  the  Catholics  with  political 
power  ?  6urely,  my  lords,  this  argument 
nas  long  since  gone  by ;  the  question  haa 
been  decided  against  their  own  objectiop^ 
by  the  act  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  of 
1793. 

^  For  will  any  man  aftct  to  doubt,  that 
the  Catholics  are  in  possession  already  of 
great  political  power  ?  Is  it  not  obfions 
that  they  are  the  electors  of  a  great  pro* 
portion,  perhaps  of  the  majority,  of  tkm 
Irish  representativies  ?  They  are  already 
admitted  into  the  state,  by  the  possession  of 
the  elective  franchise ;  against  the  grant  of 
which  lord  Clare,  their  great  opponent 
had  argued,  as  the  certain  and  necessa^ 
forerunner  of  seats  in  parliament.  They 
have  therefore  thus  acquired  already,  an  ir- 
resistible claim  to  the  restoration  of  that* 
the  most  important  of  all  their  present  ex* 
elusions,  from  the  evidence  of  the  act  of 
1793,  and  the  argument  of  as  able,  and 
as  persevering  an  opponent,  as  the  Catho- 
lic claims  had  ever  to  encounter,  in  any 
place,  or  at  any  time* 

With  respect  then  to  those  dangers 
which  were  still  said  to  exist,  as  obstacles, 
to  the  removafof  the  still  existing  disabi- 
lities, with  respect  to  the  additional  siecu* 
rities  which  some  still  called  for  as  indis- 
pensable, for  the  safety  of  the  state,  before 
that  consummation  of  the  justice  of  par- 
liament, so  devoutly  to  be  wished  for« 
could  take  place,  it  is  only  necessary  for 
me,  to  desire  your  lordships  to  read  the 
statute  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  of  1 793, 
as  the  title  of  the  Catholics  to  the  great 
constitutional  privileges^  to  which  they 
were  then  restored^  as  the  firm  foundatioa 
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on  which  they  built  their  future  hopes,  at 
establishing  the  principle  of  legitimate 
claim  on  the  one  hand,  and  just  conces- 
sion on  i^e  other.  For  what  did  that  sta- 
tute lay,  in  terms  the  most  explicit? 
These  are  the  tests  of  your  fidelity  to  the 
constitution,  this  is  the  touchstone,  by 
which  your  religion  is  to  be  tried,  as  it  af- 
fects the  Protestant  state ;  take  certain 
oaths,  and  disavow  certain  feelings  im* 
puted  to  your  church,  and  we  will  heap 
upon  you  important  advantages  now,  with 
an  intention  hereafter,  of  admitting  you  to 
a  fufl  participation  of  all  those  rights  and 
privileges,  of  which  you  will  thus  have 
proved  yourselves  to  be  worthy. 

But  what  is  the  language,  and  the  con- 
duct, and  the  conciliation  of  the  ministers 
of  the  present  day  ?— For  these,  I  will  first 
direct  y6ur  lordships'  attention  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
The  funds  of  the  establishment  at  May- 
nooth,  the  only  and  exclusive  source,  as 
your  lordships  know,  of  education  for  the 
ministers  of  the  Irish  Catholic  church, 
having  been  found  inadequate  to  effectuate 
this,  the  avowed  object  of  its  institution,  an 
application  was  made,  and  repeatedly 
pressed  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, year  after  year,  for  such  small 
addition  to  the  annual  grant,  as  should 
make  it  commensurate  to  the  original  pur> 
poses  for  which  it  was  intended.  What 
was  the  mighty  sum  required  ?  An  addi- 
tion only  of  4',(X)0/.  to  the  usual  yearly 
grant!  and  that  for  affording  the  benefit 
or  moral  and  religious  education  to  the 
whole  jCatholic  priesthood.  But  in  what 
manner  did  the  ministers  receive,  and  an* 
swer  this  just  and  reasonable  suggestion  ? 
With  a  blank,  unqualified  m  gative ;  and, 
as  if  to  sharpen  the  edge  of  this  disappoint- 
ment, in  itself  sufficiently  marked  and 
goading,  the  scruples  of  the  conscientious 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, are  called  into  activity  ;  and  the 
Catholic  insulted  by  the  lamentations  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  the  col- 
lege of  Maynooth  had  evef  existed  at  all, 
as  an  establishment  supported  by  the 
state  !  Indeed,  so  much  in  hostility  were 
the  feelings  of  ministers  here  declared  to 
be  to  all  his  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects^ 
that  it  was  matter  of  deep  regret  to  this 
pure  and  upright  servant  of  the  crown, 
that  the  benefits  of  the  education  were 
ever,  even  in  part, afforded  to  the  members 
of  that  religion ;  the  professors  of  which 
compose  four-fifths  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  state,  and  where  the  coodact 
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of  that  population  has  been  represented  by 
a  noble  viscount,  (lord  Castlereagh^  a 
member  of  the  same  House,  and  another 
of  the  ministers,  [as  more  influenced  by 
their  priests  than  by  the  law,  or  any  other 
authority  or  consideration  whatsoever. 

Permit  me  now  to  ask  your  lordships  an* 
der  what  circumstances  it  is,  as  relating  to 
the  disposal  of  the  public  money,  that  the 
ministers  dole  it  out  for  the  education  of 
the  Catholic  priesthood,  with  so  reluctant 
and  so  grudging  a  hand,  in  times  of  an 
unexampled  waste  and  profusion,  when 
the  sum  of  ]  3,000/.  is  granted  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  shape  of  stipends,  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  Protestant  Dissenters ; 
certainly  an  excellent  and  much  desenr- 
ing  body  of  men,  but  whose  congregations 
scarcely  comprize  one-tenth  of  the  popn* 
lation  of  that  partof  the  United  Kingdom ; 
and  when,  in  the  pure  spirit  of  proselytism, 
which  we  are  not  disposed  to  pardon  in 
any  sect  of  Christians,  with  th^  exception 
only  of  oar  national  church,  for  the  educa* 
tion  in  the  Protestant  charter  schools,  and 
in  the  principles  of  that  religion,  of  a  mere 
handful  of  the  children  of  Catholic  parents, 
is  apportioned  the  enormous  annual  sum 
of  41,000/. 

So  much  for  the  spirit  of  conciliatioa 
towards  the  Catholic  part  of  the  commn^^ 
nity,  which  has  so  strongly  marked  the 
proceedings  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia« 
ment.  Now  we  will  look  a  little  nearer 
home,  and  see  what  the  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion has  been  in  your  lordships'  House. 
In  the  printed  report  of  a  late  debate,  on 
the  motion  of  a  noble  baron  for  the  re* 
moval  of  the  Regent's  ministers,  one  of 
them,  another  noble  baron,  (lord  Mul* 
grave)  is  made  to  ask,  whether  the  Ca* 
Uiolics  did  not  say,  that  they  woald  be  sa- 
tisfied with  the  concessions  of  1703,  and 
yet  they  come  again,  continues  the  noble 
baron,  like  the  beggar  in  Gil  Bias,  asking 
alms,  with  a  pistol  pointed  to  your  breast. 

As  this  is  put  interrogatively,  and  not 
in  the  shape  of  an  assertion,  1  have  a 
right,  without  ofience  to  the  noble  speaker, 
to  whom  it  is  attributed,  ai  my  own  know* 
ledge  of  the  fact  sufficiently  enables  me 
to  do,  to  meet  his  lordship's  question,  with 
a  direct  and  unqualified  negative ;  neither 
did  the  Catholics  themselves,  nor  any 
friend  of  theirs,  condescend  to  enter  into 
so  unworthy  a  compromise  on  their  be* 
half.  On  the  contrary,  daring  the  pro<f 
gross  of  the  noble  earl's  Bill  in  1795,  he 
will  remember  that  further  concessions 
were  moved  to  be  added  to  it  by  way  of 
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mmendment,  by  the  supporters  of  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  in  the  Irish  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  the  noble  earl  wilh  I  am  sure, 
also  do  me  the  justice  of  recollecting,  that 
I  expressed  my  acquiescence  in  his  lord- 
ship's measure  in  the  other  Hoase>  as  es- 
tablishing a  growing  principle  of  legiti- 
mate claim  on  the  one  hand,  and  just  con- 
cession on  the  other. 

The  intention  of  this  argument,  if  it 
deserves  that  name,  was  obviously  this: 
to  represent  the  Irish  Catholic  to  your 
lordships,  as  an  untoward,  untractable 
creature,  who  must  always  have  in  his 
mind  ulterior  views,  which  he  is  in  the 
constant  habit  of  concealing,  and  whom 
you  can  never  hope  effectually  to  conci- 
liate, or  entirely  to  satisfy.  When  it  is 
by  such  arguments  as  these  that  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  are  assailed,  it  is  material  to 
shew  how  little  these  insinuations  are  sup- 
ported by  the  fact. 

With  respect  to  that  general  and  mis- 
placed invective  with  which  the  noble  lord 
appears  to  have  indulged  himself,  against 
the  character  of  the  Irish  people*— on  tak- 
ing counsel  from  his  own  better  judgment 
and  returning  discretion,  he  will  assured- 
ly join  with  me  in  thinking,  that  these 
were  not  fit  expressions,  by  which  to  de- 
signate a  high-spirited  population,  whose 
feelings  to  the  sense  of  injury  or  insult, 
are  not  less  acute  than  those  of  his  lord- 
ship ;  and  in  defence  of  whose  national 
and  individual  characteristics,  there  is  for- 
tunately no  necessity  to  require  either  the 
opinion  or  the  testimony  of  the  noble 
lord. 

Are  my  Catholic  countrymen  then,  to 
be  characterized  as  beggars,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's mild,  conciliating,  and  temperate 
ministers  ?  If  Uiey  are  beggars,  who  made 
them  so?  They  have,  unhappily,  had  the 
full  benefits  of  your  instruction  and  fra- 
ternity, for  the  last  64)0  years.  You  com- 
plain of  your  own  acts  :  it  was  your  own 
barbarizing  code  which  forcibly  arrested 
from  the  Catholic  the  contititution  of  his 
country,  which  was  his  inheritance  and 
his  birthright— that  made  him,  as  it  were, 
an  alien  in  his  native  land.  It  was  the  all 
devouring  spirit  of  your  commercial  mo- 
nopoly which  stripped  my  countrymen  of 
their  manufactures,  their  commerce,  and 
their  industry  ;  it  was  your  insatiate  lust 
of  power  that  degraded  the  parliament, 
and  the  nation,  by  the  arrogant  assump- 
tion of  binding  by  your  laws,  another 
legislature  as  independent  as  your  own. 

iiut   when,   and  under  what  circum* 
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stances  did  the  Catholic,  and  the  Protest 
ant,  and  the  parliament  reclaim  and  re« 
cover  their  invaded  right?  In  times  of 
British  weakness  and  apprehensi^li.  Whea 
did  these  invasions  of  their  rights  fall  upon 
my  countrymen  with  the  greatest  weigbtl 
In  the  most  triumphant  moments  of  Bri« 
tish  strength,  pride,  and  prosperity.-^* 
Under  sach  impressions  as  these,  I  feel 
it  to  be  my  bounden  duty,  earnestly  to 
recommend  to  your  lordships'  prompt  and 
favourable  consideration,  the  manifold 
grievances  of  your  Catholic  fellow-sob* 
jects,  whilst  the  grant  may  still  presenre 
somewhat  of  the  dignity  and  the  grace  of 
unenforced  concession. 

I  am  impelled  by  this  additional  motive 
to  press  these  suggestions  on  your  lord* 
ships'  attention  at  the  present  moment,  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  those 
violent  and  unmanly  threats,  proceeding 
not  from  the  ministers,  but  from  behind 
the  throne;  of  tranquillizing  your  Catho- 
lic petitioners  by  military  execution,  and 
returning  an  answer  to  their  respectfnl 
application  to  the  Prince  Regent  and  to 
the  parliament,  by  his  Majesty's  guards, 
and  a  certain  illustrious  personage;  for 
the  purpose  of  exhibiting  to  my  country* 
men  more  forcibly,  the  blessings  of  British 
protection;  and  thus  conciliating,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  a  brave  and  ge« 
nerous  population,  of  four  millions  of  fel* 
low  subjects.  And  finally,  to  protect  the 
public  peace  against  the  recurrence,  at 
any  future  period,  of  such  unconstitutional, 
arbitrary,  and  sanguinary  projects,  as 
would  justify  and  demand  resistance  from 
every  lover  of  constitutional  liberty,  and 
detester  of  tyrannous  oppression. 

But,  perhaps,  such  idle  and  impotent 
denunciations  would  be  best  answered  by 
contemptuous  silence,  and  by  the  con* 
soling  conviction,  that  their  authors  would 
assuredly,  be  more  disposed  to  provoke 
hostility,  than  to  take  their  place  in  the 
front  of  battle. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  nnfor* 
lunate  reign  of  Charles  the  1st,  blindly 
welcomed  by  my  Catholic  countrymen, 
as  a  period  pregnant  with  the  happiest 
prospects,  for  their  religion  and  for  them- 
selves;—to  no  event  have  they  ever  look- 
ed with  so  much  confident  and  anxioua 
hope,  as  to  that  auspicious  moment,  when,, 
in  the  fulness  of  time,  the  present  Heir 
Apparent  to  the  crown  should  assume  the 
government  of  these  his  realms.  In  him, 
they  thought  they  saw  the  messenger  of 
peace^^with  healing  on  his   wing— the 
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promised  gaardiaa  of  the  people's  rights 
A-of  the  fomented  discord  of  his  father's 
Irish  sobjects,  the  indignant  spectator — of 
their  interests,  the  avowed  and  zealous 
assertor— to  Catholic  privilege,  an  assured 
and  plighted  friend. 

'  When  the  exercise  of  the  executive 
Amctions  was  suspended,  for  the  first  time^ 
by  the  same  awful  visitation,  Ireland  suc« 
eassfulljr  maintained  the  cause  of  the 
Prince,  not  equally  triumphant  in  this 
more  favoured  nation,  committing  to  him, 
the  legitimate  heir  to  all  the  royal  autho- 
rities, the  administration  of  his  own  inhe- 
ritance, till  returning  health  should  restore 
bis  sceptre  to  the  suffering  King. 

The  heart  of  the  illustrious  person  over- 
flowed with  affectionate  and  just  feelings  ; 
and    my    confiding    countrymen    fondly 
'  trusted,  that  they  had  bound  their  future 
monarch  to  them  by  a  double  tie. 

How  sanguine  were  these  hopes  !  How 
strong  and  firmly  rooted  the  foundations 
on  which  they  seemed  to  rest !  But  they 
are  gone — blasted  at  the  moment  of  fail 
maturity ;  and,  instead  of  that  rich  and 
abundant  harvest  of  national  union  and 
prosperity,  which  we  were  prepared  to 
gather,  as  the  first  fruits  of  the  promised 
conciliation  of  the  illustrious  person,  the 
sharpened  edge  of  a  slumbering  statute, 
which  had  never  been  awakened  before 
for  the  annoyance  of  the  people,  called^ 
for  the  first  time,  into  mischievous  activity, 
and  turned  against  the  Catholic,  assembled 
for  the  lawful  purpose  of  remonstrating 
for  the  redress  of  grievances  ;  and  those 
desperate  men  who  dared  thus  to  inter- 
cept, in  their  constitutional  and  legitimate 
progress  to  the  parliament  and  to  the 
throne,  the  petitions  of  an  oppressed  com- 
munity of  tour  millions  ot  their  fellow 
subjects,  confirmed  in  the  full  possession 
of  all  their  former  power,  in  the  full  exer- 
cise of  all  their  former  intolerance,  as  the 
ministers  of  his  own  peculiar  choice,  by 
the  first  act  of  the  unlimited  Regent. 

We  have  indeed  been  told,  from  the 
highest  authority,  that  all  remembrance 
of  the  past  should  now  be  buried,  in  mu- 
tual congratulations,  on  the  happy  pros 
pects  of  the  present  moment — abroad, 
triumphant  warfare— prospering  com- 
merce, and  successful  negociation  at  home, 
universal  satisfaction,  tranquillity,  confi- 
dence, and  concord. 

A  New  Era,  it  seems,  has  opened  upon 
us; — but  what,  my  lords,  let  me  ask,  are 
those  peculiar  circumstances  from  which 
Ibiflr-high  sounding  designation  has  derived 


its  distinguished  character?  What  is  there, 
in  the  whole  range  of  foreign  or  domestic 
policy,  which  does  not  continue  to  occupy 
its  own  former  position  ?  with  the  excep* 
tion  only  of  the  public  conduct, — perhaps 
the  present  feelings  and  opinions  ; — I  will 
never  permit  myself  to  believe,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  illustrious  personage  him- 
self. 

For  what  act  of  mercy  to  a  suffering 
people  has  introduced,  and  graced  the 
inauguration,  if  I  may  term  it  so,  of  this 
new  order  of  things  ?  What  grievance  of 
the  state  not  unredressed  ?  What  pledge 
of  a  long  public  life  not  unredeemed?-— 
Confidence  unbounded  to  those  very  mi- 
nisters who,  but  last  year,  would  not  con- 
fide to  that  illustrious  person,  the.  un- 
shackled discharge  of  those  royal  duties, 
of  which,  from  the  high  privilege  of  his 
exalted  birth,  he  was  the  natural  and  only 
representative.— The  just  claims  of  our 
Catholic  fellow  subjects,  the  conciliation 
of  Ireland,  and  every  former  impression 
on  these  most  interesting  and  important 
subject8,complimented  away,  as  a  premium 
and  a  boon,  for  the  continuance  of  such  an 
administration  as  was  never  permitted  at 
any  former  time  of  equal  exigency  and 
alarm,  to  insult  the  feelings,  and  betray  the 
dearest  interests  of  a  devoted  people. 

Such  are  the  true  characteristics  of  this 
inauspicious  crisis — these  the  distinguish- 
ing features  of  the  new  era,  unequalled  for 
the  easy  abandonment  of  all  preconceived 
opinions  and  former  pledges,  by  any  other, 
either  of  ancient  or  of  modern  times ;  the 
most  prominent  and  striking  circum- 
stances of  which,  it  has  been  my  neces- 
sary, though  painful  duty,  thus  to  expose 
to  your  lordships'  view,  and  which  have 
excited  the  deepest  and  most  universal 
spirit  of  regret,  astonishment  and  indigna- 
tion. 

The  ministers  have  drawn  as  it  were  a 
magic  circle  round  the  throne,  into  which 
none  are  permitted  to  enter,  on  whom  the 
confidence  of  the  illustrious  person,  has 
been  accustomed  to  repose*  Within  its 
range  the  artificers  of  mischief  have  not 
ceased  to  work,  with  too  successful  indus- 
try. What  phantoms  have  they  not  con- 
jured up  to  warp  the  judgment,  to  excite 
the  feelings,  and  appal  the  firmness  of  the 
royal  mind  ?  But,  though  the  evil  genius 
should  assume  a  mitred,  nay,  more  than 
noble  form,  the  sainted  aspect  which  poli- 
tical bigotry  delights  to  wear,  or  the  li- 
neaments of  that  softer  sex,  which  first  be- 
guiled man  to  his  destruction — though,  ta 
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the  allarements  of  Calypso's  coart,  were 
joined  the  magic,  aod  the  charms  of  that 
matured  enchantress,  should  the  spirit  of 
darkness  take  the  human  shape,  and  issu* 
ing  forth  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  the 
gaming  house  or  brothel,  presume  to  place 
Itself  near  the  royal  ear;— what,  though 
the  potent  spell  should  not  have  worked  in 
Tain,  and  that  the  boasted  recantation  of 
all  incumbering  prepossessions  and  incon- 
Tenient  prejudices,  had  already  marked 
the  triumph  of  its  course— though  firom 
the  royal  side  they  should  have  torn  the 
chosen  friend  of  his  youth,  and  faithful 
counsellor  of  his  maturer  years,  the  boast 
of  his  own  gallant  profession^  the  pride^ 
iht  hope,  the  refuge  of  my  distracted 
country,  and  a  high  and  conspicuous  or- 
nament of  yours — though  they  should 
ha^e  banished  from  the  royal  councils  ta- 
lents, integrity,  honour  and  high-minded* 
ness  like  his,  and  should  have  selected  for 
the  illustrious  person,  au  associate  and  an 
adviser  from  Change  Alley  and  from  the 
Stews — though  they  should  have  thus  filled 
up,  to  its  full  measure,  the  disgusting  ca- 
talogue of  their  enormities,  we  must  still- 
cling  to  the  foundering  vessel,  and  call  to 
our  aid  those  characteristic  British  ener* 
gies  by  which  the  ancestors  of  those, 
whom  I.  have  now  the  honour  to  address, 
have  soof^en,  and  so  nobly  saved  ihe  sink- 
ing state. 

Parliament  must  lay  the  spirit  of  evil 
which  is  abroad :  beware  how  you  neg- 
lect the^  performance  of  your  part  of  that 
important  duty.  Public  indignation,  just- 
ly provoked,  and  the  maddening  sense  of 
unheeded  grievances  and  triumphant  pro- 
fligacy, are  fearful  reformers. 

But  I  will  not  despair  of  better  times. 
The  illustrious  mind  cannot  but  loath  the 
ignoble  and  degrading  fetters  by  which  it 
is  enchained  ;  the  time  cannot  be  distant, ' 
when  the  illusions  of  the  present  moment 
shall  have  vanished  from  the  sight;  may  I 
not  be  permitted  to  anticipate  the  auspi- 
cious consum .-nation  of  these  my  sanguine 
hopes?  See,  he  has  already  rallied  round 
him  the  men,  in  whom  the  nation  puts  its 
trust;  the  counsellors  of  his  own  unbiassed 
choice.  See,  he  his  broken  the  spell,  and 
presents  himself  to  his  gratified  country, 
with  the  olife  branch  of  conciliation  in  his 
hand— 

'*  Restitit  iEneas,  clardque  in  luee  refalsit, 
Os  humerosque  Deo  Mmilis" — 

in  all  the  natural  and  fair  proportions  of 
his  own  generous  and  enlightened  mind, 
to  heal  ail  our  ivounds,and  to  unite  all  his 
people. 


But  here*  my  lords,  let  m^pot  totiw 
ministers  of  the  Regent,  one  seiioos  qoet* 
tion ;  have  they  ever  permitted  tbemselved 
to  call  to  their  calm  and  deliberate  attan* 
tion,  what  those  circumstances  are,  of  their 
own  country  and  of  other  sorroonding  n»*  . 
tions,  under  which  they  are  still  preptrvd^ 
lo  exclude,  from  the  enjoyment  ef^tlieir  . 
constitutional  rights,  so  lai^  it  part  of  tbt  . 
efficient  strength  of  the  stote  ?  Have  tbeat 
puny  politicians  of  the  present  day,  and  . 
who  are  incapable  of  extending  their  viewt- 
to  the  consideration  of  to-morrow,  gqii» 
descended  to  measore  the  true  dimensio— 
and  magnitude  of  those   danaers^   with 
which  we  are  now  encompassed  ? 

When  was  thero  ever,  at  any  former  pe»  * 
riod,  directed  i^nst  the  existence  of  an/ 
nation,  so  formidable  a  mass  of  gigantm 
means  ?  From  the  gates'  of  the  seraglio  to 
the  frozen  shores  of  the  Baltic,  is  thera 
one  friendly  arm  npUfiwIin  oar  defence  I 
Has  not  the  ruler  of  France  sorroanded^^ao  • 
it  were  with  an  armed  bulwark,  the  coasto 
of  Europe  and  her  ports,  aanunat  the  adu 
venturous  enterpriseof  BritiM^speculalioaf 
For  our  exclusion,  has  he  not  eflectoaUy 
locked  the  continent  up  ;  and  does  iie  nol 
keep  the  keys  in  hb  own  hands  ?  In  tbo 
penmsola  indeed,  the  brave  defenders  of 
their  own  invaded  jriffhts,  have  admittoi 
us  to  the  illustrious  fellowship  of  fighting 
by  their  side,  for  the  display  of  the  besi 
energies  of  our  gallant  troops;  they  havo 
given  us  an  extensive  field.  In  the  boeom 
of  their  own  wasted  country,  and  the  hap* 
py  occasion  of  still  continuing  to  shed  aai» 
ditional  lustre  on  the  British  name,  by  tho 
brilliant  achievements  of  our  distinguished 
leader,  and  the  bright  career  of  glory 
which  he  ha^^nm. 

But  is  it,  let  me  ask  year  lordshipl,  th» 
war  of  rival  sects,  or  the  thunders  of  tbo 
Vatican,  which  have  bonvulsed  and  shakes 
to  its  centre  astonished  Europe  ^  No,  mj 
lords,  it  is  the  sword  of  as  great.a  conqner* 
or  as  any,  either  of  ancient  or  of  modem 
times ;  it  is  the  energy  of  that  coraprehen* 
sive  mind,  which,  in  tne  pursuit  of  its  vail 
and  magnificent  projects,  can  unite  all  nft*  r 
tions,  languages,  interests  and  religions.  •, 

At  such  a  moment  as  the  present,  what 
pledge  should' be  required  from  British  ^ 
subjects,  of  their  fidelity  to  the  stated 
Perpetual  hostility  to  France,  the  foe  to 
Britain,  and  to  British  greatness ;  unive^ 
sal  amity,  and  anion,  and  concord,  and., 
concentration  at  home. 

The  state  of  our  relations  with  foreign 
powers  thns  prftienting  to  oar  view  pro* 
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ipects  so  truly  dark  and  gloomy,  and  in 
the  condition  of  our  people  at  home,  driven 
to  despair,  by  the  suspension  of  manufac- 
tures, the  ruin  of  their  trade,  the  weight  of 
the  public  burthens,  and  the  pressure  of 
private  distress,  with  so  little  to  console 
and  animate.  With  four-fifths  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  sister  country,  taught  by 
the  perpetual  babble  of  our  Anti^Catholic 
ministers,  and  by  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  their  favourite  code  of  proscrip- 
tion, that  the  Catholic  subjects  of  the 
•ame  King,  must  of  necessity  continue  for 
ever,  and  under  every  possible  change  of 
circumstances,  irreconcilable  foes  to  their 
Protestant  countrymen,  and  to  the  inte« 
rests  of  the  Protestant  state.  Under  such 
circumstances  as  these,  would  not  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  most  assured  believer  in  our 
deliverance  from  these  impendingdangers, 
be  melted  down,  and  every  hope  extin- 
guished of  the  continuance  of  those  rela- 
tions, by  which  the  discordant  parts  of  this 
United  Kingdom,  have  been  so  unsuitably 
linked  together  ? 

My  lords ;  this  is  not  precisely  the  fa* 
▼ourable  moment  for  sporting  with  the 
feelings  of  our  Catholic  millions ;  we  have 
no  indispensible  necessity  for  strife  or  di- 
vision. At  a  conjuncture  like  the  present 
big  with  our  fate,  an  awful  crisis  !  when 
the  union  of  all  hearts  and  hands  would 
not  be  more  than  enough  to  save  us ! 
wantonly  to  irritate  to  distraction,  a  gene- 
rous, gallant,  high-spirited  population ! 
the  sinews  of  our  military  strength,  is  ab- 
solute insanity.  It  is  the  sure  sign  and 
prognostic  of  divine  anger,  dooming  an 
empire  to  perish.  , 

'*  Quippe,  inductabilis  fatorem  vis,  ciijns- 
•*  cuoque  fortuoam  mutare  instituit,  mea- 
**  tern  cofnimpit." 

Against  the  fatal  efiects  of  such  mad 
and  desperate  counsels,  the  constitution, 
however,  -has  not  left  the  country  without 
a  resource.  To  parliament  it  has  con- 
fided the  salutary  power  of  arresting  the 
course  of  weak  and  wicked  ministers ;  re- 
forming the  errors^  and  even  rebuking  the 
follies  and  the  vices  of  the  first  magistrate 
of  the  state,  whenever  they  become  incon- 
Tenient  or  dangerous  to  the  public  weal. 
Sore  I  am,  that  we  are  now  arrired  at  that 
alarming  and  portentous  crisis,  at  which 
is  has  become  imperative  upon  your  lord- 
ships, to  call  into  activity,  for  the  salvation 
of  the  empire,  those  high  controuling  au- 
thorities with  which  you  are  invested. 
You  have  two  weighty  functions  to  dis- 
charge ;  tha  ooe^  Ur  conciliata  a  large  and 


important  part  of  your  population,  driven 
by  impolicy  and  rashness,  to  the  brink  of 
despair  ;  tne  other,  to  deliver  the  nation 
from  the  obstinate  incompetency  of  its 
present  rulers.  Happily  these  duties  are 
not  inconsistent  one  with  the  other.  From 
his  place  in  parliament,  tl^e  first  minister 
of  the  Regent  has  informed  us,  in  an  au- 
thoritative tone,  that  he  has  made  a  com* 
pact  with  the  representative  of  his  sove- 
reign, and  has  obtained  from  his  royal 
master,  the  rejection  of  Catholic  conces- 
sion, as  the  consideration  and  the  price  of 
his  own  present  and  future  services.  I 
therefore  call  upon  your  lordships,  to  ac- 
quire for  yourselves,  a  double  claim  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  public ;  by  opening 
wide  the  doorsofthis  House,  to  a  candid  and 
just  consideration  of  the  Petitioners'  case ; 
and  by  the  extensive  and  sweeping  bene- 
fits of  the  same  healing  measure,  to  re- 
dress and  wipe  away  the  two  great  griev- 
ances of  the  state ;  the  exclusion  of  our 
Catholic  fellow  subjects,  and  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. 

But  we  must  not  be  too  sanguine  in  oar 
hopes,  nor  promise  to  ourselves  the  easy 
accomplishment  of  an  object  of  such  in- 
calculable public  benefit.  We  must  ex- 
pect a  hard  struggle,  and  be  prepared  to 
encounter  a  resistance,  decided  and  for- 
midable, from  those  who  have  created  the 
mischief,  or  nursed  and  brought  it  to  ma< 
turity,  and  who  are  themselves  the  great 
grievance  of  which  we  complain.  If  by 
such  a  combination,  our  best  efforts  should 
be  defeated  for  a  time,  it  to  the  returning 
wisdom  and  justice  of  parliament,  that  the 
Catholics  are  still  to  look  for  ultimate  and 
sure  redress.  Persevering  with  unabated 
ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  this  their  claim  of 
right,  I  would  bid  them  beware  of  the  sug- 
gestions of  intemperate  counsellors,  or  of 
yielding  too  much  to  the  guidance  of  their 
own  justly  roused  and  irritated  feelings ; 
I  would  say  to  them  in  a  voice  to  which 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  hearken 
without  distrust—- 

"  Brave  and  much  injured!  countrymen, 
do  not  take  counsel  from  despair ;  con- 
tinue to  confide  in  the  unquenchable 
energies  of  the  British  constitution  ;  of 
which  you  are  the  joint  inheritors  with 
ourselves,  and,  which  all  the  corruptions 
of  the  government  have  been  insufficient 
to  extinguish,  the  guardians  of  your  rights 
and  privileges  are  at  their  post.  Except 
in  one  solitary  instance,  the  firm  phalanx 
of  tbe  friends  of  the  people  remains  un* 
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broken.  OAc«  and  u»liiiiienliv--poinr 
•■d  bcmann  tba  moM  ditUNgmbad,  ban 
bMQ  proBerad  in  Tain,  m  the  prica  of  po- 
litical incoMUncj,  wd  of  a  Aiigracefiri 
•annectioa  with  iba  pmmt  adninittra- 
tiao;  formed  aader  aatpicc*  tbe  uhiM 
•diotu  and  dimiitiBg,  aod  wbaae  watcb* 
vardi  an,  intdaranca  and  reUgiani  war, 
Bv«n  Iba  Garter  iuelf,  ihat  high  and 
•minant  d  irtiacuoo,  baa  baas  pal  away  }«■ 
aa  ceasiag  to  be  an  object  «f  booonraUe 
ambition  ;  tinder  tbe  degrading  colour  of 
tbcM  dimtrooe  timet.  Tba  Catholic 
csoae,  and  the  caaae  of  tbe  Briliih  empire 
ba*e  been  londty  proclaimed,  by  all  oo^ 
great,  ccoatitntional  laadera,  to  ba  ona  and 
tbe.aaaaa.  Eteraal  faoMility  ha>  been 
awomtagainu  your  calumDiatnta  and  oj^ 
preMOtit  npon  lb«  alur  of  our  connMn 
cooBtry.  The  minions  of  the  ctmit  have 
been  dr^ged  from  behind  Iba  lhni>M,aad 
expoaed  to  die  view  of  an  iuolied  public 
and  tbe  whde  lyUem  of  miarule,  by 
which  tbii  devoted  empire  i»  oppremed 
nnd  goaded,  hat  been  deoouncod  to  tbit 
Honte  by  a  noble  friend  of  mine*— 
in  a  atrajn  of  maicullQe  and  Indignant 
«loqticnce,  which,  if  cqnalled  at  any  lime, 
baa  neter  been  exceeded  within  thete 
walk.  That  clnmty  cornbinatioo  at  ?iee 
and  bigotry,  from  which  yon  are  tmw 
mebing  for  a  deliverance— on  your  own 
part*  ud  on  that  of  the  tgSering  comma-  ; 
nity,— it  compoied  of  material*  to  wretch- 
ed in  themtelTei,  and  held  together  by  a 
cement,  which  hat  in  iti  nature,  lo  little 
of  what  ii  pcrmaaent,  or  binding,  that  the 
whole  pile  exhibitt,  now  Bla>oit  at  tbe  mtn 
meat  of  itt  comtructioo,  tbe  obvioui  prin- 
cipla  of  decay— and,  assuredly,  cannot 
-  long  continue  to  interpoee  itielf,  between 
the  repreteniative  of  tbe  lotercign  power, 
and  the  bestintcreiti  of  tbe  people." 

My  lorda;  I  will  not  permit  myielf 
to  doobt  of  tbe  salralion  of  my  country*." 
ancompaaaed  though  it  it,  by  difficuluea 
and  dangers  on  every  tide ;  and,  that 
there  ia  yet  in  store,  tor  this  united  king- 
don,  a  long  and  bright  train  of  prosperity 
and  of  glory. 

Animated  by  this  consoling  hope,  I 
will  ttill  continoe  to  rceoromend  patience 
to  my  calumniated  and  opprctiad  cow^ 
trymen  ;  for  tbe  hour  of  their  daliverance 
cannot  be  far  removed. 

My  lordt,  I  have  done— and  have 
only  to  expreat  my  acknowledgmentt,  fnr 


tbe  attontiou  with  wlucb  I  bare  ben* 
bonoond,  dsrin'g  ao  loa^  a  traapatt  upon 
your  fordthipa'  time ;  and  humbly  tn 
moveyooi  That  a  Committee  be  appointod- 
to  talu)  into'  coptideration  the  laws,  il^> 
poaiag  civil  diaobililiae,  on  hitMajetty'a 
oabjecta,  profnesing  Uie  Catholic  religion. 
And  to  refer  to  that  committee,  tbe  ee^ 
varal  Petitiont  id  the  Catholics  of  Ifor 
land,  now  apon  your  table ;  and,  ala* 
those  of  tbeir  Protestant  coaotrymoi^ 
■troo^y  in  affirmance  of  tbe  seceiaity  tf 
coocadmg  to  tba  joatic*  of  tbe  Catholic 
claiais>  Ho  counter  petition  bavinftfotinl 
its  way  to  aither  Honae  of  Parliament 
from  any<jnarter,witb  the  exception  onljr 
of  that  solitary  «ttwni4«  to  raiae  tbe  Pr»r 


in  tbe  obicqnioii*  vity  of  Dnb- 
by  a  misenble  majority  oT  sixteen  ( 
after  a  former  batfod  emr^  thete  tw» 


*   Earl  Orey,  on  lord  Boringdon's  mo- 
lion.    Sec  p.  80. 
(VOL.XXU.) 


of  Petitions  contain,  I  bare  a  right 
to  aaswne,  a  bir  expreation  of  the  undi^ 
Tided  aauimcnt  of  tho  Irith  mtioo,  on  # 
qoettion  to  tbem  of  TJtal  importinoe,  anjl 
not  intoreating,  in  any  proportloBate  de- 
gree, to  any  other  part  of  tbo  UaitW 

It  is  alto  my  intention  lo  noTa  ^o«r 
lordsbipi,  to  rafor  to  Iba  same  commiaee. 
tbe  Petition  (rftho  English  Calbotics,  thai 
iraly  raspactable  dasa  of  oar  fellow-iubr 
jecti;  together  with  tbe  teverol  petitiona 
for  religions  liberty ;  from  different  dem^ 
minationt  of  Cbristiant ;  which  were  prSf 
tented  by  my  noblo  friend  (earl  Grey)  at 
tbe  tome  time. 

for  tbe  porpote  tfaerefora  of  taking  int9 
consideration,  the  laws  imposing  civil  dia- 
abilities,  on  hit  Majesty's  sutuMtt  profes»* 
ingtheCatbolicreligion,InowmoVB  yoor 
lordsbipi  to  resalva  yoonelTci  intoa  god** 
miltee. 

Hit  Boyal  Hi^uesi  Tsi  Duxi  or  Son* 


respe'ct  tbe' laws  'oTbia  coanlr^.  b 
is  not  enoQgh  to  bertn  by  labmitting  to 
them ;  bnt  it  is  our  dnty  also  to  maintain 
tbem  as  long  01  they  exist.  Tbit  obedience, 
whicb  most  be  religiontly  obierred,  doet 


*  From  the  Original  Edition  published 
by  Jamea  Aipemc;  Corohill,  intitled, 
o  Tbe  Speech  of  Hit  Boyal  Highness  ihn 
"  Dake  of  Saieex  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
"  on  the  Catholic  Qnestion,  April  21,1818. 
"  with  Proob  and  IlIuitrMions :  Jtufe  doM 
"  iah,  tM  fortiar  tmtia  poua.  Ovid,  lib. 
"  iii.    Fast." 

(3M)      - 
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not  prevent  us,  however,  from  investigat- 
ing the  inconveniences  of  \?l^s,  which,  at 
the  time  they  were  framed,  might  have 
been  political,  pradent,  nay  even  neces- 
aary,  bat  now,  nrom  a  total  change  of  cir- 
cumstances and  events,  may  have  become 
unjust,  oppressive,  and  equally  useless*  If, 
on  enquiry,  the  subject  finds  himself  ag- 
grieved, his  next  step  should  be,  to  peti- 
tion the  Sovereign,  or  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, for  redress.  This  is  one  of  the 
greatest  privileges  of  our  glorious  constitu- 
tion, upon  which  too  much  stress  cannot 
be  laid,  as  it  tends  not  only  to  secure  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  but  likewise  to  en- 
lure  the  tranquillity  of  the  state*  i  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  stat.  2,  c.  2. 

Such  memorials  ought  always  to  be 
drawn  up,  and  presented  with  all  humility 
and  respect ;  when  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  legislature  to  receive  them  in  that 
conciliatory  and  gracious  manner,  and  to 
pay  them  that  due  and  serious  attention, 
as  will  convince  the  petitioners  of  the  jus- 
tice and  relief  they  may  reasonably  ex- 
pect from  the  inclination  which  the  Sove- 
reign and  Parliament  cannot  but  at  all 
times  feel,  to  benefit  the  loyal  and  bithful 
•ubjects  of  these  realms. 

Influenced  by  such  motives,  we  ought, 
my  lords,  to  take  the  Petition  (Sresented 
to  us  into  consideration,  and  give  it  that 
thought  which  the  importance  of  the  mat- 
ter demands ;  bearing  in  mind  the  addi- 
tional weight  it  has  received  from  the 
respectability  of  the  sigrnatures,  as  to  con- 
sequence, moral  worth,  and  numbers. 

The  subject  of  the  Petition  is  momentous 
in  the  extreme,  as  it  claims  redress  on  par- 
ticular points,  which  all  most  allow  are 
intimately  connected  with  parts  of  our 
constitution.  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to 
treat  this  supplication  lightly;  but  to  al- 
low it  a  patient  and  impartial  hearing,  so 
as  to  prove  to  the  nation,  that  we  have 
favoured  it  with- such  a  serious  and  fair 
discussion,  as  is  alone  likely  to  conduct  us 
to  a  temperate  and  proper  conclusion; 
and  that  the  memorialists  may  depart  satis- 
^ed  they  have  not  been  dismissed  with  an 
impetuosity  and  frivolity,  ill-suited  either 
U>  the  gravity  or  dignity  of  the  highest, 
and,  in  that  sense,  the  last  court  of  appeal 
and  equity  in  this  country. 

All  impassioned  feelings,  however  useful 
%lid  praiseworthy,  even  at  other  times, 
•hould  be  set  at  rest  for  the  present,  whilst 
we  ought  to  clothe  and  invest  ourselves 
with  the  wisdom,  calmness,  and  scrutiny, 
•fa  Plato  or  a  Socrates,  in  order  that,  by 


comparing  the  different  bearings,  and 
weighing  the  various  points,  we  may  form 
a  correct,  unbiassed  and  disinterested  opi- 
nion, as  to  the  fitness,  propriety,  and  ex* 
pediency,  of  the  measure.  Here,  bigotry 
must  skulk  to  the  dark  and  loathsome  re- 
cess of  ignorance,  presumption,  obstinacy, 
and  ill-nature;  making  room  for  truth, 
knowledge,  reason,  and  generosity.  With 
such  pilots  at  our  helm,  wtf  may  be  certain 
of  bringing  our  vessel  to  a  welcome  port, 
and  to  a  secure  anchorage. 

Much  has  been  said  lately,  my  lords, 
of  a  New  Era ;  I  have  sought  for  it  on  all 
sides,  with  the  utmost  care  and  anxiety, 
but  in  vain.  If,  indeed,  I  should  find,  that 
reason  has  so  far  got  the  upper  hand,  as  to 
silence  and  stifle  the  tea-table  talks,  and 
curtain  lectures,  of  the  abigails  in  the 
metropolis :  when  every  horrible  story  of 
murders,  perjuries,  and  a  long  et  cetera  of 
crimes,  is  conjured  up,  collected,  and 
adorned  with  the  phrenetic  tales  of  heated 
and  weak  imaginations,  such  as  the  ghosts 
of  murdered  Protestants  heard  at  Bam- 
bridge  to  cry  out  for  vengeance  against 
bloody  Papists*;  and  calculated  for  na 
other  purpose  than  to  frighten  thought- 
less  children,  like  a  Guy  Faux,  or  to  dis- 
turb the  midnight  repose  of  antiquated 
maidens. 

If  I  should  learn,  instead  of  complimen- 
tary epistles  addressed  to  divines  under 
ministerial  influence,  encouraging  and 
thanking  them  for  inflaming  the  public 
mind  by  preaching  on  matters  which  had 
better  be  kept  out  of  the  pulpit-^hat  a 
system  of  universal  toleration,  of  evangeli- 
cal charity,  is  to  be  held  out,  recommend- 
ed, and  approved ; — then,  indeed,  1  will 
bless  the  discovery,  offering  up  my  fervent 
and  humble  prayers  of  gratitude  and  ado- 
ration, before  the  altar  of  divine  grace, 
and  hail  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  era 
of  light ;— that  era  which  we  have  so  con- 
fidently expected,  for  which  we  have  so 
constantly  sought,  and  from  which  we 
have  so  continually  siravad.  An  extent 
of  time,  to  be  counted,  indfeed,  almost  from 
the  very  first  hour  of  the  Fall  of  Man,  but 
more  particularly  from  the  nativity  of  our 
blessed  Saviour ;  not  for  the  want  of  divine 
instruction,  but  from  the  misrepresentation 
of  those  sacred  doctrines,  which  is  aolely 
to  be  attributed  to  the  limited,  selfish,  and 
ambitious  views  of  man  alone,  and  to  no 
other  cause  whatever. 

*  An  aflidavit  to  this  purpose  was  swom 
at  the  castle  of  Dabliny  about  1641. 
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Pause  then  here,  my  lords,  and  let  us 
examine  the  real  source,  the  primum  mobile. 
of  those  bloody  tales,  which  have  dyed 
the  page  of  history  with  indelible  and 
eternal  disgrace.  If  the  historian  be  im- 
partial and  correct,  in  man  alone  we  shall 
find  the  whole  to  originate,  who  has  at  all 
times  evinced  himself  to  be  an  animal  of 
blood  ;  and  the  policy  ofstates  has  seldom 
scrupled  to  associate,  at  least  the  name  of 
religion,  in  the  perpetration  of  its  enormi- 
ties. There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  state- 
policy,  and  the  wicked  love,of  power,  was, 
and  ever  will  be  the  first  caase  of  those  di»- 
•eations ;  and,  therefore,  to  man  alone  must 
we  look  for  their  remedy. 

If  on  us  then,  my  lords,  this  task  is  to 
fall,  if  to  us,  in  the  midst  of  those  diffical- 
iies,  our  fellow-subjects  appeal  for  support, 
comfort,  and  redress;  let  us  shew  to  the 
world  at  large,  let  us  prove  by  our  actions, 
let  us  convince  Europe,  more  particularly 
appalled  at  this  momentous  crisis,  that 
there  does  still  exist  a  free  country,  an  in- 
dependent nation,  in  whose  bosom,  wisp 
dom,  justice,  and  generosity,  still  love 
to  dwell,  and  fondly  baild  their  nests; 
that  from  that  country,  a  light  can,  and 
will,  go  forth,  to  dispel  and  expose  the 
dismal,  the  pestilential,  and  atrocious  ef- 
fects of  tyranny,  oppression,  and  atheism ; 
and  that  those  benefits,  which  elsewhere 
have  been  allowed  by  the  all-wise,  all- 
merciful,  and  all-powerful  Director  of  hu- 
man events  to  appear  as  originating  in  ac- 
cident, and  have  been  managed  with  the 
most  refined  Machiavelism,  owe  their  rise 
and  progress  in  this  blessed  island  to  a 
more  pure,  a  more  dignified,  a  more  noble 
cause ;  to  real  unfeigned  Christian  charity, 
founded  on  the  blessed  Word  of  our 
Saviour,  who  came  to  save,  not  to  destroy 
man. 

I  am  well  aware,  my  lords,  that  the  man 
who  ventures  to  speak  the  truth  to  con- 
tending interests,  must  expect  the  resent- 
ment of  the  fanatics  on  both  sides ;  those 
men,  who,  losing  sight  of  all  religion, 
transfer  the  name  to  the  secondary  objects 
of  their  idolatrous  doctrines,  and  veil  their 
polluted  politics  with  the  sacred  mantle  of 
Christianity.  To  their  resentment  I  know 
I  am  exposed ;  but  the  man  who  feels  the 
amor  pair ia,  who  disinterestedly  and  sin- 
cerely has  the  prosperity,  glory,  and  wel- 
fare, of  the  nation  at  heart,  should  brave 
the  danger,  if  he  thinks  he  can  be  of  any 
use;  and  arming  himself  with  the  courage 
of  aCurtius,  plunge  into  the  golph,  should 
his  country  and  his  duty  require  it  of  him. 
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Inspired  with  these  aentimenti;  fully 
acquainted  with  the  political  causes,  which 
placed  that  branch  of  the  family  to  whom 
I  have  the  honour  to  belong,  on  the  throoa 
of  these  united  kingdoms,  and  professing 
the  religion  of  the  country  as  by  law  es* 
tablished,  with  which  I  am  satisfied,  con* 
sidering  it  the  most  perfect,  as  long  as  I 
believe,  and  I  am  convinced^  that  it  is  tbt 
most  charitable,  1  think  myself  called  upon 
to  explain  to  your  lordships,  the  motives 
and  considerations  which  determine  my 
vote  upon  this  great  question. 

'  Homo  sum ;  humaai  nihil  ^  me  aliennm  puto.> 

I  pretend  to  nothing  else ;  nor  wish  but 
to  recommend  the  moderation  and  gentle- 
ness, which  belong  to  Christian  hearts,  in* 
stead  of  the  rage  which  portrays  the  nature 
of  tigers. 

It  is  the  cause  of  humanity  and  nntver* 
sal  toleration  that  I  am  pleading,  not  from 
indifference  to  religion,  which  God  forbid^ 
but  from  a  conviction  that,  when  govern- 
ments interfere  with  religious  opinions,  in* 
stead  of  protecting,  they  enslave  them  ; 
which  encourages  hypocrisy;  whereas 
they  should  tolerate  their  errors,  without 
approving  of  them ;  suffering  with  pa* 
tience  all  that  their  Maker  permits  from 
those  errors  to  a  far  greater  degree ;  and 
thereby  endeavouring,  after  the  example 
of  our  Saviour,  to  bring  mankind  back  by 
a  mild  persuasion. 

If  man  be  prevented  from  manifesting 
his  religious  opinions  and  tenets,  he  will 
either  become  silent  and  a  stranger  to  his 
neighbours,  thus  rendering  himself  suspi- 
cious to  the  commonwealth ;  or  he  will 
turn  hypocrite,  by  connecting  himself 
with  a  religion  which  he  abominates,  and 
which,  therefore,  can  have  no  tie  upon 
him  ;  or  he  will  end  by  being  a  free- 
thinker, an  atheist,  denying  the  existence 
even  of  his  Creator ;  and  consequently  de- 
priving society  of  that  security  by  which 
the  religion  he  originally  was  inclined  !• 
profess,  would  naturally  have  bound  him. 

In  tolerating  all  religions,  government 
becomes  acquainted  with  their  tenets,  and 
of  course  knows  the  limits,  as  well  as 
the  extent,  of  the  pledges  requisite  for  the 
tranquillity  of  the  state,  besides  what 
holds  it  has,  or  can  have  upon  them. 

The  wisest  and  soundest  policy  would 
leave  all  religions  quietly  to  themselves, 
so  long  as  they  neither  attack  morality 
nor  subvert  the  public  quiet,  either  by 
their  ambition  or  intolerance;  their 
variety  would  not  fail .  to  produce  a  rivaU 


*  Cereali's  tpeech  to  the  GkuIs,  made 
to  dimuade  (hem  from  revolt.  Spewing 
of  the  Bomans,  "  Noi  quamria  toties  Ucei- 
siti.jure  victorinid  solum  Tobisftddidimus 
quo  pacem  turremur.  Nam  neque  quies 
gentium  line  armit ;  neque  arma  sine 
■tipendiii,  neque  slipendia  upe  tributis, 
habere  queant.  Cniera  in  communi  sila 
sunt:  ipii  pierumqije  nostril  exercitibut 
preiidetis  ipsi  hai  aliasque  proTiocia*  re- 
gitU;  nihil  separatum  clauiumre.—Proinde 
pacem  et  urbem,  quam  victores  otique 
eodem  jure  obtinemui,  amate,  Golite,  .  ." 

This  indutgence  (of  toleration]  wu  do 
departure  from  the  old  maxims  of  govern- 
ment.   In  the  purest  ages  of  the  common- 


The  nme  plan,  our  chief  ontaigttBitt, 
who  narrowly  watchei,  and  itrictlj  ad* 
here*  to  the  examples  and  imtmctiva  leB- 
Bont  of  the  ancient*.  ba«  craftily  piirsuwl; 
and  sach  ii  the  balm,  and  even  charm,  of 
retigioBstuleration,  that  it  has  caused  hit 
iron-yoke  to  be  borne  with  leu  clamonr; 
and  that  the  French  sation,  lulled  ailMp 
by  the  coniolation  of  a  promiacuoua  BBd 
free  exercise  of  their  religieu  tcneti,  bate 
lost  sight  of  the  ioquieitors'  fagot,  and  «■> 
guardedly,  before  they  were  aware  ottk* 
danger,  snbmitted  to  his  temporal  ioqidsi- 
tioni  and  torturcif. 

Should  w«  not,   then,  take  lenoni  of 
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■hip,  uieftil  as  s  balance  in  the  icale  of 
pown,  and  as  an  emulation  to  Tirtne. 
The  state  haa  no  right  to  exercise  iti  au- 
thority over  the  private  opinions  of  any 
individual;  but  merely  to  notice  (hoie 
acts,  which  may  endanger  and  disturb  the 
regularity  and  good  order  of  iticiriliaed 
community, '  Man  is  amenable  for  his 
thoughts  to  no  one  except  his  Redeemer, 
who  alone  has  the  knowledge,  power,  and 
right  to  judge  them. 

A  limited  state  may  wisely  adopt 
■umptuary  lawi;  and,  in  that  case,  very 

Erudently  admit  but  of  one  religion  j 
owever,  this  would  be  a  very  narrow  and 
weak  policy  in  a  great  empire  like  ours, 
where  the  extent  of  our  possessioni  cslli 
tipon  us  to  govern  a  variety  of  nations, 
amongst  whom  there  must  naturally  exist 
a  diversity  of  opinions,  and  an  industry 
which  extends  to  an  infinity  of  objects. 

Thus  situated,  an  enlightened,  wise,  and 
liberal  government,  should  protect  all  re- 
ligions, of  whatever  sects  and  casta,  with- 
out any  partial  diiiinction;  when  jea- 
lousy, complaint  of  tyranny  and  appr«»- 
■ion,  and  the  lou  of  hope  and  codfiduicc 
in  the  legiilature  (which  must  inevitably 
ariie  when  they  have  been  treated  nn- 
wjually  and  onfairly  for  a  great  length  of 
time],  would  cease  and  give  way  to  an 
nnioD  of  iniereata.  By  inch  means  alone 
«an  an  immense  state  or  empire  exist,  and 
be  maintained,  when  every  new  acquisi> 
tion  and  conqoeet  will  prove  advantageous 
and  beneficial  It  was  upon  theae  prin> 
ciples  that  the  Greeks  and  Romans  con- 
qoered  the  greatest  part  of  the  known 
world  ;  when  they  were  every  where  ac- 
knowledged and  coDiidered  benefactors 
end  protectors,  instead  of  conqnarors  and 
tyrants*.  ^ 


wealth,  Cybele  and  J^ulapiui  bad  been 
invited  by  solemn  etnbassies.  Livy,  b.  si. 
p.  29.  And  it  was  customary  to  lenpt 
the  gods  protectors  of  besieged  cities  by 
the  promise  of  more  distinguished  hmieara 
than  they  possessed  in  tbeit  native  cooo- 
try.  (Pliny,  lib,  xxviii.  Macvob,  Salw 
nalia,  I.  iii.  c.  9,  be  gives  tbe  form  of  ev^ 
cation.)  Rome  gradually  became  the 
common  temple  of  her  subjects;  and  iha 
freedom  of  the  city  wu  bestowed  ufi  all 
tbe  gods  of  mankind.  (MInatins  Fealix 
inOctavio,  p.  94.— Arnobins,  I.  *i.p.  115.) 
Gibbon. 

Rome,  the  capital  of  a  great  monarchy, 
was  incessantly  filled  with  nibjects  and 
strangers  from  every  part  of  the  world, 
who  all  introduced  and  enjoyed  the  fa- 
vourite superstitions  of  their  native  conn- 
try.  Every  city  in  the  empire  was  justi- 
fied in  mainlainmg  the  purity  of  its  ancient 
ceremonies.     Gibbon, 

"  Sic  dum  sniversarnm  gentium  aacra 
suscipiunt,  etiam  regna  metuerunL" 

(Minutms  Felix,  in  Octavio.) 

t  Buonaparte's  Speech  to  the  Deptrta- 
lien  of  the  Protestant  Clergy,  upon  tbe 
destruction  ef  the  French  Republic.  "  Je 
veai  bien  qoe  I'on  ische  que  non  inteit- 
tion  et  ma  ferme  velonti  soni  d«  maintmir 
la  liberty  desculles.  L'Empire  de  la  loi 
finit  ou  commence  I'empire  inde&ni  de  ta 
Gonicience.  Ia  loi  ni  le  prince  ne  pen- 
vent  rien  contre  cette  liberty,  tela  sont  mes 
prtncipei  et  cenx  de  la  nation,  et  si  qnel- 
qw'un  de  ma  race  devant  me  auccedar 
oublioit  le  serment  qae  jai  preti,  et  que' 
Iromp^,  par  I'inspiration  d'une  faoase  con- 
science ii  vintalavioler.  Jelevone  a  ('ani- 
madversion p'lbliqueet  je  vous  autorise  de 
lui  donner  le  nom  de  Neren."  (Reflrxions 
PhilosQphiques  et  Politiquei  sar  la  Tole- 
rance RaligicDae,  &e.  page  47.) 
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wisdom  from  oar  adversaries,  and  guard 
ourselves  against  sach  a  dangerous  weapoD, 
wielded  by  the  able  bands  of  so  wary  a 
foe  ?  By  aidopting  a  similar  system  of  per- 
fect toleration,  which  harmonizes  so  well 
with  oor  constitution*  and  is  so  congenial 
with  our  ideas  of  liberty,  we  might  pro- 
dace  incalculable  advantages;— we  should 
gain  over  fresh  votaries  to  our  cause,  and 
lead  the  nation  on  to  still  greater  victories 
and  triumphs,  by  enstnring  the  united  ef- 
forts and  good  wishes  of  many  additional 
millions  of  grateful  and  loyal  subjects. 

Had  we  acted  upon  these  salutary,  ge- 
nerous, and  luminous  principles,  such 
acenea  as  took  place  in  the  East  Indies  a 
few  years  ago  would  not  have  existed  to 
be  recorded  by  the  historian  to  our  dis- 
grace as  a  nation,  and  as  statesmen,  whilst 
lor  a  tiflse  they  must  have  seriously  injured 
us,  in  our  interests  and  good  name  with 
the  natives*. 

By  toleration,  in  short,  is  meant  con- 
formity, safety,  and  protection,  granted 
by  tbe  state  to  every  sect,  that  does  not 
maintain  doctrines  inconsistent  with  tbe 
public  peace,  the  rights  of  the  sovereign, 
and  the  safety  of  our  neighbour. 

In  proportion  as  civilization  encreases 
in  the  wurld,  diversity  of  opinions  must 
naturally  multiply  ;  and  on  no  subject  so 
much  as  on  that  of  religion,  in  which  me- 
ditation Ras  so  great  a  share,  in  relation 
to  the  present  security  and  future  happi- 
ness of  every  individual. — As  the  mind  of 
man  improves,  and  expands  by  discove- 
ries and  communications  with  his  fellow- 

*  P.  101,  Reflexions  Philoso[)hiques  et 
Politiques  sor  la  Tolerance  Religieuse,  &c. 
"  Ce  que  nous  disons  ici  en  faveur  du  Jo- 
daisme,  nous  le  disons  de  meme  en  favear 
de  tous  les  cultes  en  gen6ral ;  car  Tetendoe 
de  territoire  et  d^nfluence  de  I'empire 
Francais  nous  rend  peu  de  coltes  etrane^ers. 
Deja  la  France  compte  dans  ses  domaines, 
ou  sous  son  influence,  toutes  les  sectes 
Cbretiennes  avec  le  Judaisme  dans  ses 
anciennes  possessions,  elle  compte  I'islam- 
isme  dans  ses  nouvelles  vers  I' orient ;  bien- 
lot  pour  punir  un  ennemi  qui  provoque  aa 
propre  ruine  par  son  orgueit,  elle  sera  dans 
le  cas  de  compter  aussi  diver<(es  sectes  des 
Indes,  il  est  impossible  en  reeonnoiasant 
pour  citoyens  les  membrcs  de  tant  de  na- 
tions diverses,  de  ne  pas  reconnoitre  et  au- 
toriser  leuri;  cultes;  car  on  auroit  bean  se 
le  dissimuler,  on  ne  gagne  pas  les  ccaurs 
si  on  contrarie  les  esprits,  les  uns  ne  font 
pas  francbement  sana  les  autres/' 
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creatures,  he  n  enabled  to  revoo  witla 
greater  advantage  to  himself,  by  compari* 
son  and  reflection  ;  and  in  no  instance  do 
tbe  mental  faculties  shew  their  rapid  strides 
so  quickly,  or  under  such  a  variety  of 
ibrms,  as  in  matters  of  religion. 

The  unlimited  extent  he  is  naturally  in* 
dined  to  give  to  his  speculations  in  dis- 
cussions ;  as  also  tbe  fecundity  of  methode 
he  invents,  to  view  and  judge  of  objectSy 
naturally  induce  him  to  resort  to  persons^ 
whose  ideas  assimilate  the  most  with  hit 
own,  wHen  during  his  research  after  truth 
and  happiness,  he  almost  as  by  insiinci 
shuns  those  individuals,  whose  opinione 
are  not  congenial  with  hia  own  imprea« 
sions. 

From  this  cauae,  a  multiplicity  of  small 
societies  is  originally  formed,  which,  en* 
creasing  in  numbers,  become  at  length  so 
many  sects,  or,  in  other  terms,  so  many 
religions,  for,  though  Christianity  is  a 
word,  which,  if  properly  understood,  ought 
at  least  to  unite  us  all  together,  yet  by  the 
misinterpretation  of  this  august  name,  we 
abandon  the  reality  for  the  shadow ;  which 
can  but  be  traced  to  the  infantine  state  of 
fallen  man,  in  spite  of  all  his  acquired 
knowledge  and  boasted  improvements. 

A  shade  of  difference  on  religious  opi« 
niotts,  constantly  gives  rise  to  more  acri* 
mony  and  violence  between  the  parties^ 
than* a  total  difierence  of  faith  :  similar  to 
the  human  heart,  which  is  more  liable  to 
pass  from  love  to  hatred,  than  from  love 
to  indifference. 

Let  Christians  agree  in  those  points^ 
which  are  admitted  on  all  sides,  as  much 
as  they  difier  with  respect  to  private  opi*- 
nions  of  discipline ;  and  dissension  will 
soon  cease. 

The  Roman  Catholics,  in  common  with 
the  Protestants,  believe  in  the  mysteriea 
of  tbe  Resurrection,  Trinity,  and  R^ 
demption ;  and  are  governed  in  matters  of 
faith,  by  the  same  rules  which  govern  the 
most  enlightened  divines  in  our  Uhurch,^^ 
that  is,  to  admit  things  above,  bat  not  con- 
trary to  reason. 

Church  discipline,  though  useful  ond 
necessary,  should  not,  abstractedly  ppeak* 
ing,  be  a  matter  of  separation  between  a* 
Christian  and  a  Christian ;  and  provided 
they  agree  in  matters  of  faith,  and  in 
moral  sentinoent,  tbe  great  bar  to  com* 
monioii  \st  removed. 

The  first  law  is  a  law  of  eternal  love, 
expanding  into  sentiments  of  benevolence, 
and  teaching  its  votaries  not  only  to  for^ 
give  lod  forget  injorios»  boi  to  return  kind- 
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Tiess  for  harm,  aod  to  do  good  for  evil ; 
that,  cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  Sa- 
▼iour,  who  sufTered  for,  and  redeemed 
M,  who  truly  repent  and  belie?e  in  him, 
•«»we  ought  never  to  be  divided,  but  al- 
ways consider  ourselves  brothers  of  one 
flock. 

My  lords;  had  not  the  memorialists 
fully  expressed  their  candid  opinions,  as 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  supremacy,  and  of 
the  infallibility  of  the  Pope,  1  should  think 
myself  called  upon  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  an  argument  upon  these  topics,  in 
order  to  convince  your  lordships  that  an 
opposition  to  such  claims  of  the  supreme 
Pontiff  have,  at  all  times,  been  invariably 
and  constantly  offered,  by  almost  every 
temporal  potentate  professing  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  either  in  writings,  or  by  the 
force  of  arms. 

Many  of  the  popes  not  only  disclaimed 
temporal  power  over  kings,  but  acknow- 
ledged themselves  their  subjects.  In  a 
letter  addressed  by  Pope  Gregory  to  the 
emperor  Mauritius,  who  insisted  on  the 
publication  of  a  law,  he  expresses  himself 
to  that  Tery  effect :  *'  I  being  subject  to 
your  command,  hav^  caused  the  law  to  be 
sent  into  several  parts;  and  because  the  law 
agrees  not  with  God  omnipotent,  I  have 
by  letter  informed  my  serene  lord; 
wherefore  I  have  in  both  done  what  I 
ought ;  obeyed  the  emperor,  and  not  con* 
cealed  what  I  thought  for  God.'' 

Pope  Eugenius  received  a  caution  from 
St.  Bernard,  admonishing  him  not  to  in- 
terfere in  temporal  matters  in  the  follow- 
ing terms :  "  Earthly  kingdoms  have  their 
judges, — princes  and  kings ;  why  do  you 
thrust  your  sickle  into  another  man's 
harvest  ?  St.  Peter  could  not  give  what 
he  had  not.  Did  he  give  dominion?  It 
is  said  in  the  Gos|ieli  the  kingdom  of  the 
Gentiles  has  dominion  over  them;  but 
you  not  so :  it  is  plain  dominion  is  forbid- 
den to  apostles ;  go  now,  and  there  unite 
either  dominion  with  the  apostleship,  or 
the  apostle's  dominion  :  you  are  plainly 
forbidden  the  one ;  if  you  will  have  both, 
you  will  lose  both  ;  you  will  be  of  the 
number  of  those  of  whom  God  complains : 
*  they  have  been  princes,  and  I  know 
« them  not.' " 

Tertul Han,  a  stranger  to  fear  or  flattery, 
has  left  an  abridgment  of  the  prayer  of- 
fered up  by  Christian  subjects  for  their 
Pagan  rulers :  "  We  pray  for  the  em- 
perors, and  that  God  may  grant  them  a 
long  life  and  quiet  reign ;  that  their  fa- 
mily may  be  sate,  and  their  forces  valiant : 


their  senate  wise  ;  their  people  orderly 
and  virtuous ;  that  they  may  rule  in  peace, 
and  enjoy  all  the  blessings  they*  can  de^ 
sire,  either  as  men  or  princes ;«— '  et  omAia 
'  quae  tendunt  ad  Caesaris  votum.'  " 

The  popes  themselves  were  used  to  take 
oaths  of  fidelity,  as  appears  from  a  letter 
of  Charlemagne  to  Leo  the  Third,^  a.  ik 
796. 

Many  learned  writers  of  the  Churchj 
amongst  whom  are  numbered  several 
popes,f  call  the  king  God's  vicar  on  earthy 
forbid  the  priest  to  usurp  the  royal  dig* 
nity ;  and  confine  the  power  of  the  Church 
to  the  dispensation  of  the  divine,  and  that 
of  the  prince  to  the  administration  of  tem- 
poral. 

The  Council  of  Constance  in  1415,  the 
Jesuits  assembled  at  Ghent  in  1681,  and 
the  clergy  in  France  in  \6^2,X  declared 

*  '*  Perlectis  excellentiae  vestra  Uteris^ 
et  audiid  decretali  cartuli,  valde  satis,  ga« 
visi  sumus,  seu  in  electionis  unanimitate, 
seu  in  humilitatis  vestrse  obedientia,  et  in 
promissionis  ad  nos  fidelitate,"  &c.  Inter 
Epistolas  Alcuini,  £p.  84. 

t  Eleuterius 185 

bilesius 495 

Anastasius  2 498 

Simachus 514 

Gregory  2 <•.••  731 

Adrian  1 • 795 

Leo  4 855 

John  8 882 

Nicholas  2 lOdl 

Celestin  3 1199 

Nicholas  3 1280 

From  St.  Augustin,  in  his  1 1 5th  Treatise 
on  the  Gospel  of  St.  John.  ''Audita 
regna  terrae  audi  circumcisio,  audi  praepu- 
tium.  Non  impedio  dominationem  ves* 
tram,  in  hoc  mondo,  regnum  meuin  non 
est  in  hoc  mundo." 

X  "  Ecclesis  Gallicahse  decreta  eat  li« 
bertates  a  majoribus  nostris  tan  to  studio 
propugnatas,  earumque  fundaipenta  lacris 
canonibus  et  patrum  traditione  niza  mnlti 
diruere  moliuntur ;  nee  desunt  qui  eamm 
obtentu  premotum  B.  Petri,  iisque  succa^ 
sorum  Romanorum  Pontificum  a  Chriate 
institutam  iisque  debitam  ab  omnibof 
Christianis  obedientiam,  sedesque  apoi- 
tolicse  in  qua  fides  predicatur  «t  unitas 
servatur  ecclesise,  reverendam  emniboa 
gentibuB  magestatem  imminuere  non  Ta- 
riuntur.  Heretici  quoque  nihil  pretermit* 
tunt,  quo  eam  potestatum,  qui  pax  eccle* 
sm  contiuetur,  invidiosam  et  gravem  regi* 
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that  kings  and  princes  by  God's  ordinance 
•re  not  subject  in  temporals  to  any  eccle- 

bos  et  popnlis  ostentent :  iisqae  fraud  ibas 
iimplices  animat  et  ecclesie  roatris  Chris- 
tique  adeo,  communione  dessocient.  Qa« 
ut  incommoda  propnlsemus,  nos  archiepisp 
copi  et  episcopi,  Parisiis  mandate  reg^o 
congregati,  ecclesiam  Gallicanam  repre- 
sentantes,  una  cum  caeteris  ecclesiasticis 
Teris  nobiscum  deputatis,diligenti  tractato 
babito^  bsBc  sancienda  et  declaranda  ease 
duximus. 

'*  J.  Beato  Petri  ejusque  successoribos 
Christi  vicariis;  ipsique  ^cclesise  remm 
spiritual  ium,  et  ad  eternam  salutem  perti- 
nentium.  non  autem  ciTilium  ac  tempora- 
Hum,  a  Deo  traditam  potestatem  ;  dtcente 
domino,  regnum  nieum  non  est  de  hoc 
mondo;  et  iterum:  reddite  quae  sunt 
Caesaris,  Csesari^  et  quae  sunt  Dei  Deo :  ac 
proinde  stare  apostolicum  illud  oronis 
anima  potestatibus  sublimioribus  subdita 
sit ;  non  est  enim  potestas  nisi  a  Deo :  quae 
autem  sunt  a  Deo  ordinatae  sunt :  itaqoe 
qui  potestati  resistit,  Dei  ordinationi  re- 
sistit.  Reges  ergo  et  principes  in  tempo- 
ralibus,  nulli  ecclesiasticae  potestati,  Dei 
ordinatione  sobjici.  neqoe  autoritate  cla- 
▼ium  ecclesiae,  directe  yel  indirecte  de- 
poni;  aut  illorum  subditos  eximi  a  fide 
atqoe  obedientia,  ac  preestito  fidelitatis 
Sacramento  solvi,  posse ;  earaque  senten- 
tiam  publics  tranquillitati  necessariami 
nee  minus  ecclesise,  quam  imperio  utilem ; 
ut  yerbo  Dei,  patrum  tradition!,  et  sane* 
torum  excmplis  consonam,  omnino  tenen- 
dam. 

''  2.  Sic  autem  inesse  apostolicae  sedi  ac 
Petri  successoribus,  Christi  vicariis,  remm 
spiritualium  plenam  potestatem,  ut  simul 
raleant  atque  immota  consistant  sanctas 
oecumenicae  synod i  Constantiensis  a  sede 
apostolica  comprobata,  ipsoque  Romano- 
rum  pontificum  ac  totius  ecclesiae  usu  con* 
Brmata,  atque  ecclesiae  Gallicanae  perpetua 
religione  custodita  decreta,  de  autoritate 
conciliorum  generalium;  quae  sessione 
quarta  et  quinta  continentur ;  nee  pro* 
bati  a  Gallicana  ecclesia,  qui  eorumdecre- 
torum,  quasi  dubiae  sunt  autoritatis  ac 
minus  approbata,  robur  infringant,  aut  ad 
solum  schismatis  tempus  concilii  dicta  de- 
torqoeant. 

*'  S,  Hinc,  apostolicae  potestatis  usum 
Qioderandum  per  canones  spiritu  Dei  con- 
ditos,  et  totius  mondi  reverentia  consecra- 
tes: yalere  etiam  regulas,  mores,  et  in- 
•titata  a  regno  et  eccleHJa  Gallicana  re- 
cepta,  patrqmque  terminus  maaerv>incon- 
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•iastical  powers :  and  that  they  cannot  be 
deprived  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  an- 

cossos:  atque  id  pertinereadamplitudinem 
apostolicae  sedis,  nt  statuta  et  consuetu- 
dines,  tantas  sedis  et  ecclesiarom  consensa 
firmatae,  propriam  stabilitatem  obtineant. 

*'  4.  In  fidei  quoqoe  questionibus,  prae* 
cipuas  summi  pontificia  esse  partes,  ejusque 
decreta  ad  omnes  et  singalas  ecclesiaa 
pertinere;  nee  tamen  irreformabile  esse 
judicium  nisi  ecclesiaa  consensus  acces« 
serit. 

''Quae,  accepta  apatribos,ad  omnes  ec- 
clesiaa Gallicanas,  atque  episcopos,  iis  spi- 
rita  sancto  praesidentes,  mittenda  decre- 
vimus ;  ut  id  ipsum  dicamus  omnes,  si- 
musque  in  eodem  sensu,  et  in  eadem  sen- 
tentia.'' 

ExTBACT  of  the  Work  entitled  Tentatita 
Theolocica  ;  of  Father  Antonio  Pe- 
reira,  a  Portuguese  Divine ;  printed 
in  Lisbon  in  the  year  1766,  pag.  1Q5« 

SEVENTH   PRINCIPLE. 

When  kings  and  sovereign  princes  ob- 
struct the  communications  and  appeals  to 
Rome,  it  does  not  belong  to  th^  bishops  to 
investigate  the  justice  of  such  proceedings; 
but  they  are  only  to  obey,  and  provide 
pro  interim  vrhat  may  be  necessary  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  subjects. 

Doctrine  of  the  Apostles  upon  the  obe-^ 
dience  due  to  sovereign  princes. 

Authorities  of  St.  Athanasius,  St.  Augus- 
tin,  and  other  fathers  of  the  church  upon 
the  same  subject. 

PROOFS. 

It  is  a  principle  of  evangelical  moral 
that  we  all  ought  to  obey  immediately  the  ^ 
prince's  commands,  whenever  the  sove* 
reign  makes  use  of  his  rights,  and  that  the 
object  of  his  precepts  is  not  contrary  to 
the  divine  law ;  for  then  the  Apostle  says 
'  obedire  magis  oportet  Deo  quam  homi* 
nibus.'  St.  Peter  in  his  first  Epistle,  cap. 
ii.  says,  "  Submit  yourselves  to  every  or- 
dinance of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake ;  whe# 
ther  it  he  to  the  kins  as  supreme,  or  unto 
governors  as  unto  them  that  are  sent  by 
him."  And  afterwards,  "  Servants,  be 
subject  to  your  masters  with  all  fear,  not 
only  to  the  good  and  gentle,  but  also  to 
the  froward  ;  for  this  is  thank-worthy,  if 
a  man  for  conscience  toward  Ood,  endure 
grief,  sofiering  wrongfully."  Thus  taught 
St.  Peter  obedience  to  the  faithful,  without 
opposition  to  their  lawful  princes,  although 
t 
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thority  of  the  keys  of  the  Church  :  neither 
can  their  suhjectt  be  freed  from  feaity  and 
obedience. 

they  may  be  as  unjost  and  perverse  as 
Nero,  in  whose  life*tiine  the  Apostle  wrote. 
St.  Panl,  a  disciple  of  the  same  school, 
gives  a  similar  instroction  to  the  Romans, 
in  his  Epistle,  chap.  xiii.  '*  Whosoever 
therefore  riesisteth  the  power,  resisteth 
the  ordinance  of  God,  and  they  that  re- 
sist shall  receive  to  themselves  damna- 
tion, wherefore  he  must  needs  be  subject, 
not  only  for  wrath,  but  also  for  conscience 
sake." 

2.  The  ancient  fathers  of  the  church 
instructed  in  this  doctrine  of  Christ  and 
of  his  Apostles,  taught  every  where  that 
when  the  sovereign  exercises  his  rights 
and  powers,  although  unjustly,  we  must 
implicitly  obey  his  commands,  save  when 
they  order  a  violation  of  the  law  of  God, 
or  the  natural  law.  Thas  Tertuliian  and 
St.  Augustin  express  themselves  upon  the 
•ame  subject. — What  command  could  be 
more  unjust  than  to  order  any  one  into 
exile  on  account  of  the  Christian  faith  ! 
And  yet  St.  Cyprian,  in  liis  Epistle  the 
ISth  to  Rogatian,  affirms,  that  should  a 
Christian,  banished  by  a  Gentile  Emperor 
or  pro-consul,  return  to  his  country  in  op- 
position to  such  an  order*  he  ought  then 
to  be  punished,  not  for  being  a  Christian, 
but  on  the  score  of  disobedience  to  his  so- 
vereign.—-Theodoret,  lib.  iv.  cap.  14,  in 
writing  of  St.  Eosebius,  bishop  of  Samosata, 
who  was  banished  by  the  emperor  Valens, 
which  his  people  wanted  to  prevent,  states, 
that  he  only  obeyed  the  laws  of  the  Apos- 
tles, which  commanded  strict  obedience 
to  princes  and  magistrates ;  and  that  he 
therefore  immediately  embarked  for  the 
place  of  his  exile.  The  same  Theodoret, 
lib.  ii.  cap.  27,  farther  relates  of  the  two 
bishops,  Eleusios  of  Cisyco,  and  Silvanus 
of  Tarsus,  that  when  they  were  threatened 
by  the  emperor  Constantine  with  banish- 
ment, on  account  of  their  df-fence  of  the 
true  faith  against  the  Arians,  they  replied, 
that  the  emperor  bad  the  power  to  punish 
them,  bot  they  had  the  liberty  to  choose 
between  pious  and  impious  tenets,— St. 
Athanasius,  in  his  Apology  to  Constantioa, 
num.  20,  ejtplicitly  declares  that  he  will 
not  return  to  Alexandria,  from  whence  he 
was  exiled,  until  the  emperor's  humanity 
•hould  allow  htm  to  be  recalled-.  Before 
this  he  had  likewise  stated,  that  he  should 
even  have  obeyed  the  questor  of  that  city, 
aince  he  iru  a  minister  of  the  emperor.—- 


In  canon  law  it  stands,  that  kings  ac« 
knowledge  no  superiors  io  temporals,  and 
that  appeals  concerning  temporals  should 

Ail  these  holy  bishops  knew  very  well 
that  these  commands  of  the  emperor  were 
unjust,  iniquitous,  and  tyrannical :  but  as 
on  the  one  hand  they  could  not  perceive 
that  the  object  of  these  orders  were  to 
afiect  any  personal  disobedience  on  their 
part  to  the  law  of  God,  and  on  the  other 
they  felt  that  the  emperor  exercised  his 
rights  in  so  acting,  they  obeyed  without 
opposition,  and  declared  their  readiness  to 
submit  to  these  unjust  commands;  fol* 
lowing  implicitly  the  instructions  laiddowa 
by  Christ  and  his  Apostles  to  all  those 
who  professed  Christianity. 

3.  Since  Athanasius,  Melecius,  Cyril* 
lus,  and  Eusebius,  obeyed  Constantius  and 
Juliahus,  who  abused  their  authority,  and 
thought,  and  declared,  that  they  ought  so 
to  do;  who  gan  discharge  the  bishops  of 
Portugal  from  their  duty  of  executing 
punctually  so  justi6able  a  command  as  the 
present  order  issued  by  our  pious  and  pru* 
dent  sovereign,  prohibiting  all  his  subjects 
from  appeals  or  any  communication  with 
Rome  ?— This  ordinance  has  in  its  favour 
not  merely  the  innate  and  manifest  piety 
of  the  king  our  lord,  which  so  transcen- 
dently  shines  as  an  hereditary  virtue  in  all 
his  actions,  but  claims  it  likewise  as  the 
practice  of  all  Catholic  kings,  who  by  such 
prohibitions  avenge  the  wrongs  ofiered  to 
their  sovereignty  without  condemning  the 
true  religion.  On  the  other  hand,  it  does 
not  appertain  to  the  subject  to  investigate 
or  dispute  the  justice  or  injustice  of  such 
royal  proceedings;  nor  is  the  sovereign 
obliged  to  communicate  to  his  subjects  the 
motives  that  have  induced  him  thus  to  act ; 
because  it  is  an  established  maxim,  that 
when  the  object  of  the  command  does  not 
exceed  the  limits  of  the  regal  power,  but 
is  contained  within  them,  the  presumption 
of  justice  ia  always  in  favour  of  the  king. 
Besides  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  object 
or  intent  of  the  present  decree,  which 
forbids  to  all  Portogueae  any  comxnunics^ 
tion  with  Rome,  belos^pi  to  the  authority 
of  the  sovereign,  who  haa  the  exclusive 
right  to  determine,  whether  his  subjects^ 
should  or  should  not  be  permitted  to  go 
out  of  hia  kingdom,  or  to  commanicate 
with  any  foreign  sovereigns  or  courts. 
Therefore  should  even  the  justice  of  hie 
Majesty  not  be  so  evident  as  k  is  by  tke 
repeated  manifestoes  which  oinr  coert  haa^ 
published,  still  upon  the  priAcipla  of  c^ 
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not  be  brovght  to  the  pope's  tribanal. 
Philip  the  Fooith  of  France,  in  a  dispute 

rity  towards  our  fellow  creatures,  and  upon 
that  of  religious  submission  towards  our 
eoTereign,  we  ou^ht  all  to  presame  that 
this  royal  decree  is  justifiable. 

4.  But  let  any  one  presume  (which  I  do 
not  eren  suppose)  that  the  present  decree 
M  unjust ;  surely  it  is  not  more  so  than 
that  decree  or  Constantius  or  Valens, 
which  ordered  Athanasius  and  Eusebius 
from  Alexandria  and  Samosata«  where  God 
wished  them  to  reside  as  bishops  over 
their  flocks ;  and  yet  they  did  both  quit 
those  cities,  declaring  that  it  was  their 
duty  so  to  do,  in  obedience  to  the  em- 
peror's commands.  This  decree  is  not 
more  unjustiBable  than  another  which  the 
mme  emperor  Constantius  issued  against 
nearly  600  bishops,  who  composed  the  ge- 
neral synod  of  the  west,  detaining  them 
for  several  months  at  Rimini,  during  the 
severest  part  of  the  winter,  under  very 
great  corporal  sufferings,  and  to  the  most 
serious  spiritual  eril  of  as  many  dioceses. 
And  yet  the  whole  synod,  though  legal, 
(fqr  Catholic  it  always  was)  petitioned  the 
emperor  to  return  to  their  provinces,  de- 
claring that  without  such  permission  they 
could  not  separate.— It  is  not  more  unjust 
than  the  decree  of  Mauritius,  by  which  he 
prohibited  bis  soldiers  from  becoming 
monks;  when  St.  Gregory  obeyed  the 
emperor's  commands  by  promulgating  the 
law,  thus  confessing,  that  as  a  subject  he 
ought  so  to  do,  although  not  in  conformity 
with  God's  ordinance. — Finally,  it  is  not 
more  unjust  than  that  decree  of  which  In- 
nocent 3,  treats  in  his  letter  to  a  bishop  of 
England,  thus  establishing  the  same  doc- 
trine. From  this  letter  is  taken  the  cap. 
Pastoralis,  lib.  I,  tit.  29.  De  Officio  et 
potestate  Judicis  delegati. 

5.  Finally,  let  the  nature  or  quality  of 
this  royal  decree  be  what  it  may,  certain 
it  is,  that  by  it  all  communication  with 
Rome  is  prohibited  de  facto.  It  is  also  cer- 
tain that  in  virtue  thereof,  all  Portuguese 
are  prohibited  de  facto  from  having  re- 
course to  the  See  of  Rome,  under  heavy 
penalties.  It  is  likewise  clear  that  neither 
the  bishops  nor  the  subjects  can  remove 
these  obstacles  to  the  appeals  to  Rome, 
nor  impede  the  decree.  We  are  therefore 
in  a  situation  in  which  we  may  with  truth 
say,  that  we  cannot  have  recourse  to 
Rome  or  to  the  Apostolic  See  without  its 
being  the  fault  of  those  who  wish  to  have 
recourse  to  those  appeals  from  which  they 
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with  Pope  Boniface  the  Eighth,  in  130S* 
addresses  him  in  the  following  words: 

are  prevented.  The  bishops  ooght  there- 
fore to  act  as  if  the  said  communicatimi 
was  impeded  by  war,  pestilence,  or  any 
such  cause,  as  a  long  schism,  when  it  le 
not  known  who  is  the  true  Pope ;  without 
examining  or  enquiring  whether  the  war 
is  just  or  not,  or  whether  the  neutrality 
which  the  sovereign  orders  to  be  observed 
in  his  kingdom,  by  not  obeying  in  such  |t 
doubtful  case  either  the  one  or  the  other  of 
the  pontiffii,  is  prudent  or  not.  Thus  have 
the  bishops  of  France  and  Spain  acted  in 
times  of  schisms  and  wars,  and  thus  ought 
the  bishops  of  Portugal  now  to  act  in  the 
present  rupture,  remembering  the  excels 
lent  advice  of  St  Aogustin  in  his  book  22^ 
against  Faustus. 

In  Gallia,  Belgio,  et  Sicilia  PontificH 
Legati  ne  minimam  partem  jurisdictionie 
exercent.  Antequam  autem  in  GalliaBi 
admittantur,  indigent  permissione  Regis; 
bulla  Legationis  Parlamento  Parisiensi 
exhibetur,  in  qua  si  quid  inveniatur  liberta* 
tibus  ecclesisB  adversum,  illud  modificatur^ 
sic  verificatSB,  approbat»>  et  modificatie 
facultates  Nuntii  registrantur,  in  omnibua 
Regiis  curiis  (Parlements)  ad  qnarum  dis^ 
trictus  eadem  facultates  extenduntur ;  de* 
nique  jurat  Nuntius,  se  non  aliter,  quam 
ita,  et  quandiu  Re^  placitum  fuerit,  his 
approbatis  facultatibus  usnrum.  [Heri* 
court,  Loix  Ecclesiastiques,  part  1,  chap. 
7,  §.  6.  seqq.  Apud  Justinus  Febronius 
de  Statu  Ecclesis,  cap.  2,  §.  lO.J 

In  Germania  Nuntii  Apostolici  ampliore 
ad  hue  utuntur  potestate,  quam  in  aliis  reg* 
nis;  cognoscunt  nempe  ilia,  et  decidunt 
causes  in  secunda  et  ulteriore  instantia; 
non  tamen  id  perasque  in  omnibus  Geiw 
manls  partibus :  Moguntini  e,  g,  nuntio 
ad  tractum  Rheni  nihil  jurisdictionis  in 
sua  Archidisecesi  permittunt.  Illss  varit- 
tiones,  tarn  temporum,  quam  locorum,  suf* 
ficiunt  ad  probandum,  omnia  hsfic,  quan- 
tum cum  essentialibos  juribus  Primatnt 
necessariam  non  habent  connexionem,  mo* 
tationibus  esse  obnoxis,  neque  aliud  fere 
habere  fundamentum  quam  m  origine  falsas 
decretales,  in  conservatione  majorem  vel 
respective  minorem  potentiam,  vigilan* 
tiam,  et  genuinorum  jurium  notitiam ; 
que  omnia  t»  saeris  non  faeiunt  jus. 
[Justinus  Febronius,  de  Statu  £cclesiae» 
cap.  2.  §•  10  de  Primatu.] 

Quod  multi  in  Papa  Jurisdictionem  vo« 
cant,  nos  Anthoritatem   dicimus;     Quit 

(2N) 
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^  We  should  have  your  Madness  to  know 
that  we  acknowledge  no  superior  in  tem- 


rectius  loquatur^judicentperitiores.  Forte 
de  re  convenimus,  sic  que  inutiles  esset  de 
voce  concertatio.  Saltern  nos  cum  Tri- 
dentino  loquimur,  quod  quoties  de  prima- 
riis  Apostolicss  sedis  in  Ecclesia  juribus 
agit,  semper  authoritatis,  nunquam  jurisdic- 
tionis  Tocabulo  utitor.  Vid.  Sess.  T,  in  fine 
Praef.  de  Reform,  et  sess.  25,  cap.  21. 
[Justin.  Febr.  ib.  cap.  2,  §  11.] 

At  the  Council  of  Constance  the  two 
ambassadors  of  king  John  1,  of  Portugal, 
protested  against  the  Pope's  interference 
in  temporals,  either  directly  or  indirectly ; 
as  appears  by  the  sess.  22,  of  the  said 
council,  which  concludes  in  these  words : 

"  That  no  order  either  of  the  Pope  or  of 
the  council  should  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, or  in  any  way  obeyed  in  the  king's 
dominions,  kingdoms  or  lands,  without  the 
iking  our  lord's  previous  information  there- 
of; and  a  notification  of  his  consent^  will, 
and  pleasure  signified  thereon,  conform- 
ably to  the  protest/' 

The  same  regulation  was  observed  in 
the  reign  of  John  2;  for  the  reason 
stated  by  the  learned  Van  Espen  in  his 
Treatise  De  Placito  Regio,  part  11,  cap. 
Ill,  §.2. 

.  Justinus  Febronius  relates  the  same  of 
Portugal,  De  Statu  Ecclesis,  cap.  9,  §.  8 ; 
and  to  this  day  it  is  observed  with  respect 
to  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  as  is  to  be  found  in 
Seabra's  Deduc9ao  Chronologica,  part  2, 
prov.  14,  §.  139. 

**  When  the  Apostolic  Nuncio  arrives 
at  Lisbon,  he  calls  on  the  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  afFairn,  and  delivers  to 
him  the  original  brief  of  his  commission : 
your  majesty  orders  it  to  be  examined  by 
the  state  judges  and  your  privy  council,  in 
whom  you  confide  for  their  virtue,  learn- 
ing, and  prudence,  in  order  that  you  may 
Jearn  their  opinion  and  advice  upon  mat- 
ters of  such  high  importance*,  and  be 
enabled  to  take  your  determination  on  the 
•ubject.  This  royal  resolution  is  com- 
municated by  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
Nuncio  :  intimating  to  him  in  the  most 
explicit  terms  those  points,  which  are  in- 
compatible with  the  sovereignty  of  your 
majesty,  the  public  peace  of  your  subjects, 
or  the  hiws  and  customs  of  your  kingdom  ; 
and  thus  prohibiting  him  from  exercising 
any  of  his  powers  which  do  not  accord 
with  your  determination ;  at  the  same  time 
the  Nuncio  is  informed  that  his  original 


porals  but  God  alone."    Charles  the  Siacth 
of  France,  who  reprobated  as  much  as  the 


brief  will  remain  at  the  secretary  of  state's 
office,  until  he  acknowledges  tne  commu- 
nication made  by  the  minister,  and  accom- 
panies it  with  an  assurance  of  conforfDiog 
to  the  restrictions  intimated  to  him*  Upon 
the  receipt  of  the  Nuncio's  reply  the  se- 
cretary of  state  returns  him  the  origioat 
brief  of  his  commission;  and  immediately 
communicates  his  answer,  Ist.  To  thie 
lord  chief  justice  (Regedor  das  Josti^as) 
in  order  that  be  may  redress  every  giiev* 
vance,  upon  an  appeal  of  any  of  your  soIk 
jects,  in  consequence  of  an  attempt  set  op 
by  the  Nuncio  in  his  jurisdiction  contrary 
to  the  tenor  or  the  spirit  of  the  said  re- 
strictions :  2d.  To  the  governor  of  tht 
court  of  justice  at  Oporto,  for  the  sama 
purpose:  Sdly.  To  the  tribunal  of  the 
Palace  (Desembargo  do  Pa^o)  on  accooot 
of  the  provisions  there  grantod  in  cases  of 
appeal :  and,  4thly,  To  the  prelates  and 
superiors  of  all  regular  orders,  to  the  intent 
that  they  may  govern  their  inferiors  frills 
out  any  foreign  inOuence." 

As  to  the  election  of  bishops  in  Porta- 
gal,  it  has  always  been  exercised  by  the 
king,  as  is  positively  asserted  by  the  Por*> 
tuguese  Jurisconsult,  Paschal  Josepkos 
Mellii,  in  his  Institotionum  Juris  cirilis 
Luzitani,  Lib.  1.  tit.  v.  |;  Hlf  in  these 
words:  "  In  prim  is  itaque  Reges  nostri  ab 
antiquissimis  inde  temporibus  ad  fmrftica* 
lares  imperii  sui  ecclesias  regendas»  Bptf* 
copos  nominarunt,  et  banc  niminim  miil- 
tatem  ab  ipsius  regni  primordiis  ezecns- 
runt,  quae  hodie  nobilior  quidem  joris  ps- 
tronatus  Regii  pars  habetur." 

Convention 

Etitre  le  Gouvernement  Fran^ais  et  sa 
Saintete,  Pie  VII. 

Le  Gouvernement  de  la  Republiqoe  re- 
connait,  que  la  religion  Catholiqae^  Apos- 
tolique,  et  Romaine,  est  la  religion  de  la 
grand  majority  des  citoyens  Fran9ais.*A 
Saintete  reconnait  egalement  que  cetie 
meme  religion  a  retir6  et  attend  ebcMe  en 
ce  moment,  le  plus  grand  bieu  et  le  pins 
grand  6clat  de  I'etablissement  da  cnlteca- 
tholique  en  France ;  et  de  la  profesoott 
particuliere  qu'en  font  les  consals  dela 
Republique.  —  En  consequence,  d'apres 
cette  reconnaissance  mutuelle,  tant  poiir  la 
bien  de  la  religion  que  pour  le  maintien 
de  la  tranquillitc  interieur«  its  sont  cottf^ 
nus  de  ce  qui  suit : 


.  I 
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charchf  and  particularly  the  Uniyersity  of 
Faris,  the  Milesium  doctriaes  preachedf  by 

Art  1*'.  La  religion  Catholique,  Apoi* 
tolique,  Romaine,  sera  librement  ezercee 
en  France.  Son  culte  sera  public,  en  se 
conformant  aux  reglemens  de  police,  que 
)e  Grouv^ernement  jugera  necessaires  pour 
la  tranquillite  publique. 

2.  II  sera  fait  par  le  Saint  Siege,  de 
concert  arec  le  Gouyernemente,  une  nou- 
yeHe  circonscription  des  dioceses  Fran9ais. 

3.  Sa  Saintete  declarera  aux  titulaires 
des  evech^s  Fran^ais,  qu'elle  attend  d'eux 
aTec  une  ferme  confiance  pour  le  bien  de 
la  paiz  et  de  Tunit^,  tout  espece  de  sacri- 
fices meme  celui  de  leurs  sieges.— D'apres 
cette  exhortation,  sMls  se  refusaient  a  ce 
sacrifice  commande  par  le  bien  de  l'£glise 
(refbs  neamoins  auquel  sa  Saintet^  ne  s'at- 
tend  pas),  il  sera  pourru^  par  de  nouyeanz 
titalaires,  au  gouTemement  des  evechds  de 
la  circonscription  nouTelle,  de  la  maniere 
suirante. 

4.  Le  premier  consul  de  larepublique 
fiommera  dans  les  trois  mois  qui  suirront  la 
publication  de  la  bulle  de  sa  Saintet^  aux 
archevech^s  et  evecbes  de  la  circonscrip* 
tion  nouyelle.  Sa  Sainteti  conferera  Tin- 
stitution  canonique  suiyant  les  formes  eta- 
blies  par  raport  a  la  France  ayant  le 
cbangement  le  Geuyernement. 

5.  Les  nominations  aux  eyeches  qui  ya- 
queront  dans  la  suite,  seront  egalement 
faites  par  le  premier  Consul :  et  I'institu- 
tion  canonique  sera  donnee  par  le  Saint 
Siege,  en  conformite  de  I'article  precedent. 

6.  Les  eveques,  avant  d'entrer  en  fonc- 
tions,  preteront  directement,  entre  les 
mains  du  premier  Consul,  le  serment  de 
fidelity,  qui  etait  en  usage  avant  le  cbange- 
ment du  Gouvernement,  exprim6  dans  les 
termes  suiyants.-— '  Je  jure  et  promets  a 
'  Dieu,  sur  les  saints  eyangiles,  de  garder 
'  obeissance  et  fidelite  au  Gouyernement 
'  etabli  par  la  Constitution  de  la  Republi- 

*  que  Fran^aise.  Je  promets  aussi  de 
'  n'ayoir  aucune  intelligence,  de  n'entre- 
'  tenir  aucune  ligue  soit  au  de  dans ;  soit 
'  au  dehors,  qui  soit  contraire  a  la  tranquil- 
'  lit^  publique ;  et  si  dans  mon  diocese  ou 
'  aillieurs,  j  apprends  qu'il  se  trame  quel- 
'  que  chose  au  prejudice  de  .Tetat,  je  le 

*  ferai  savoir  au  Gouvernement.' 

7.  Les  ecclesiastiques  du  second  ordre 
preteront  le  meme  serment  entre  les  mains 
des  autorites  ciyiles^  designees  par  le 
Gouyernement. 

8.  La  formule  de  priere  suiyante  sera 
recitee  a  la  fin  de  I'ofiice  divin,  dam  toutet 
ks  eglisei  catholiques  de  France. 


Pope  John  the  Twenty-second,  ordered 
him  to  retract  them  in  the  following  words : 

**  Domine  saWam  fac  Rempublioani. 
Domine  salyos  ike  Coosulea." 

tf.  Les  eyeques  feront  une  noayelle  cir« 
conscription  des  paroissesde  leors  diocese^ 
qui  n'anra  d'efiet  que  d'aprei  le  consente* 
ment  du  Gouyernement. 

10.  Les  eyeques  nommeront  aux  cures. 
Leur  choix  ne  pourra  tomber,  que  lur  del 
personnes  agrees  par  le  Gouvememeot. 

1 1.  Les  eveques  pourront  avoir  un  cha- 
pitre  dans  leur  cathedral,  et  un  seminaria 
pour  leur  diocese,  sans  que  le  Gouyerne- 
ment s'oblige  a  les  doter. 

12.  Toutes  les  eglises  metropolitaines, 
cathed  rales,  paroissiales,  et  autres  non 
alienees  necessaires  au  culte,  seront  miaes  a 
la  disposition  des  eveques. 

13.  Sa  Saintet^  pour  le  bien  de  la 
paix,  et  Fhcureux  retablissement  de  la  re^ 
ligion  catholique,  declare  qui  ni  elle  ni  sea 
successeurs,  ne  treubleront  en  aucune  ma- 
niere les  acquereurs  des  biens  ecclesiasti- 
ques, alienees,  et  qu'en  consequence  la 
propriety  de  ces  memes  biens,  les  droits  et 
reveuus  y  attaches,  demeureront  incom* 
mutables  entre  leur  mains^  ou  celles  da 
leurs  ayant*cattse. 

lie.  Le  Gouvernement  assurer^  un 
traitement  convenable  aux  eveques,  et 
aux  cures  dont  les  dioceses  et  les  cur6s  se- 
ront compris  dans  la  circonscription  nou- 
yelle. 

15.  Le  Gouvernement  prendra  egale- 
ment des  mesures  pourque  les  catholiqaea 
Fran9ais  puissent ;  s'ils  le  veulent,  faireen 
faveur  des  eglises,  des  fondations. 

16.  Sa  Saintete  reconnait  dans  le  pre- 
mier consul  de  la  Republique  Fran9ai8e 
les  memes  droits  et  prerogatives  dont  jou- 
issait  pres  d'elle  I'ancien  Gouvernement. 

17.  II  est  convenu  entre  les  parties  con- 
tractantes,  que,  dans  le  cas  ou  quelqu'un 
des  successeurs  du  premier  Consul  actuel 
ne  serait  pas  catholique,  les  droits  et  pre- 
rogatives mention^  dans  Tarticle  cidessus, 
et  la  nomination  aux  eveches,  seront 
regies,  par  rapport  a  lui,  par  une  nou- 
yelle convention.  Les  ratifications  seront 
echange^s  a  Paris  dans  Tespace  de  qua- 
rante  jours.  Fait  a  Paris,  le  26  Messidor^ 
de  Tan  9  de  la  Republique  Fran^aise. 

In  the  year  1788,  a  committee  of  the 
English  Catholics  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt  re- 
specting their  application  for  a  repeal  of 
the  penal  laws ;  he  requested  to  be  fur- 
nished with  authentic  evidence  of  the  opi« 
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**  Retracte  ou  je  te  ferai  ardre/' 
■aina  pontiff  uras  afterwards  excommani- 

nions  of  Ibe  Romao  Catholic  clergy,  and 
the  Roman  Gatholic  universities  abroad, 
Qo  the  existence  and  extent  of  the  Pope's 
dispensing  power. 

An  Abstract  of  these  Answers  of  the 
six  Foreign  Roman  Catholic  Universi- 
ties to  the  Qaestions  proposed  to  them 
in  the  year  I788>are  here  added,  the 
Originals  of  which  H.  R.H.  the  Dure 
4r  Sussex  placed  on  the  table  ef  the 
House  of  Lords,  April  21,  1812.  The 
Questions  were  proposed  in  the  Latin 
language,  and  the  Answers  were  trans- 
mitted in  the  aaaie  langoaffe.  The' 
following  Extracts  are  faithfully 
translated.* 

The  Tkrce  Huatum. 

I.   Has  the  Pope  or  Cardinals,  or  any  i 
body  of  men,  or  any  individual  of  the 
Church    of  Rome^  any  civil  authority,  j 
power,  jurisdiction^  or  pre-eminence  what^ 
soever  within  the  realm  of  England  ? 

n.  Can  the  Pope  or  Cardinals,  or  any 
body  of  men^  or  any  individual  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  absolve  or  dispense  with 
his  Majesty's  subjects  from  their  oath  of 
$dlegiance,  upon  any  pretext  whatsoever  ? 

III.  Is  there  any  principle  in  the  tenets 
of  the  Catholic  faith  by  which  Catholics 
are  justified  in  not  keeping  faith  with  He- 
retics, or  other  persons  differing  from  them 
in  religious  opinions,  in  any  transactions 
either  of  a  public  or  private  nature  ? 


Tkc  Earl  tfDawugkmore's  MctiM/or  a 

This 


Extracts  from  the  Answebs  of  the  Fa- 
culty of  Divinity  of  the  University  of 

LOUVAIM, 

The  Faculty  of  Divinity  of  Lonvain 
having  been  requested  to  give  her  opinion 
apon  the  questions  above  stated,  does  it 
with  readiness ;  but  is  struck  with  asto* 
nishment  that  such  questions  should,  at 
the  end  of  the  18th  century,  be  proposed 
to  any  learned  body  by  inhabitants  of  b 
kingdom  which  glories  m  the  talents  and 
discernment  of  its  natives. 

The  Faculty  being  assembled  for  the 
above  purpose,  it  is  agreed,  with  the  un- 
animous consent  of  all  voices,  to  answer  the 
first  and  second  questions  in  the  negative. 

The  Faculty  considers  the    following 

*  Vide  Appendix  to  Cuthell's  Edition  of 
the  Debate  upon  the  Catholic  Petition 
1805,  where  the  Answers  are  intmfaiccd 
more  at  large* 
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cated  for  having  mainiaiBed  those  teneti ; 
which,  of  itself,  would  put  an  end  to  all 

propositions  to  be  beyond  all  dispute : — 

1.  That  God  is  the  author  of  the  aove* 
reign  power  of  the  state  in  civil  matters.-^ 

2.  That  the  sovereign  power  of  the  state 
is,  in  civil  matters,  subordinate  to  God 
alone. — 3.  It  follows,  that  this  sovereign 
power  is  in  no  way,  not  even  indirectly, 
subject  to  or  dependent  on  any  other 
power,  though  a  spiritual  power,  or  one 
instituted  for  eternal  salvation.— 4.  It 
also  follows,  that  no  power  whatsoever^ 
whether  of  Cardinal,  Pope,  or  of  the 
whole  Church  assembled  in  general 
council,  can  derive  this  sovereign  power 
of  the  state  i>f  its  temporal  rights, 
fMtsessioBs,  government^  jurjadiction,  or 
pre< eminence ;  nor  subject  it  to  any  re- 
straints or  modifications— 5.  It  aiso  fol- 
lows, that  no  OHMS,  nor  any  assembly  of 
men,  nor  even  4he  whole  Church  assem- 
bled in  general  council,  can,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  weaken  tba  bond  of 
«inioii  between  the  sovereign  and  the  peo* 
pie  ;  still  less  can  they  absoiv&or  free  the 
enbiecta  fixim  their -oath  of  allegiance.-— 
6,  Tberelbre,as  in  the  kingdom  oi  England 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  atate  stands 
upon  the  same  foundation,  and  its  nature  is 
well  known;  the  Faculty  of  Divinity  of 
Louvain  has  no  doubt  to  apply  what  has 
been  said  before,  in  its  utmost  extent,  to 
the  kingdom  and  sovereign  power  of 
England. 

Such  is  the  doctrine  which  the  Faculty 
of  Divinity  has  derived  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  the  writtngi  of  the  ancients^ 
and  the  records  of  the  primitive  chorch  : 
-—a  doctrine  that  she  will  maintain  wiUi 
her  last  breathy  and,  with  the  help  of 
God,  impels  upon  the  minds  ef  her  seho* 
lars« 

The  Facnky  of  Louvain  holds  that  the 
principles  here  laid  down  by  her  are  not 
pecoli«r  to  her.  She  believes  that  there 
is  no  society  of  learned  men,  at  the  present 
day,  in  the  whole  Caaholic  worU,  who 
would  not  willingly  sobicrihe  them  (ac- 
cording to  the  common  expression)  with 
both  hands. 

Pkt>ceeding  lo  the  third  question,  th^ 
said  Faculty  (thnngh  aalonisbed  that  snoh  a 
qnestion  awMiM  be  ptepoaed  to  her)  most 
positively  and  unequivocally  answers,  that 
there  is  not,  and  that  there  never  has  been, 
amongst  Catholics,  or  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  ctorch  of  Rome,  any  law  or  principle 
which  wakes  it  lawM/  for  Catbehos  ta 
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break  their  faith  with  heretics  or  others  of 
a  different  persuasion,  either  in  matters  of 
a  public  or  private  nature.  The  Faculty 
declares  the  doctrine  of  Catholics  to  be  : 
— That  the  divine  and  natural  law,  which 
makes  it  a  duty  to  keep  faith  and  promises, 
is  the  same,  and  that  it  is  neither  shaken 
nor  diminished,  whether  those,  with  whom 
the  engagement  is  made,  hold  erroneous 
opinioos  in  matters  of  religion  or  not. 

The  said  Faculty  strongly  protests 
against  the  imputation,  that  the  Catholic 
church  has,  at  any  time,  held  a  contrary 
doctrine.  This,  she  asserts,  is  a  calumny, 
invented  and  enforced  against  Catholics 
by  the  worst  of  men,  who  knowing  their 
charges  against  the  latter  to  be  destitute 
«f  truth,  endeavour  to  make  ^shood  sop* 
ply  its  place,  and  thereby  render  them 
odious  to  princes  and  nations. 

In  testimony  of  the  abof  e,  we  hare 
caused  this  instrua>ent,  authenticated  un« 
der  the  Seal  of  our  University,  to  be  sign- 
ed by  our  beadle. 

J.  B.  De  Maziekb,  S.  T.  n. 
(L.  S.)  and  Actual  Dieaa. 

By  Command  of  my  Excellent  Lords 
and  Masters,         J.  F.  Vanoyerbekb; 

Beadle  of  the  Sacred  Faculty, 
Given  at  Louvain  in  an  Extraordinary 
Assembly,  Nov.  18,  1788. 

Extracts  from  the  Answers  of  the  Sa- 
cred Faculty  of  Divinity  of  the  Univer* 
sity  ofDouAY,  copied  from  the  Regis- 
ter.—Jan.  5, 1789. 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  Divi- 
nity of  the  Universfity  of  Douay,the  Dean 
ioformed  the  members  that  the  Catholics 
of  England  wished  to  have  the  opinions  of 
the   Faculty    upon  three  Questions,  the 
tenor  of  which  is  as  follows  : — L  Has  the 
Pope,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

These  Questions  having  been  pri^rately 
considered  by  each  professor  of  drvinitv, 
and  afterwards  having  been  attentively 
discussed  at  the  public  meeting :— To  tlie 
first  and  second  of  them  the  Sacred  Fa- 
culty answers  :  That  no  power  whatsoever 
was  given  by  God,  in  civil  or  temporal 
concerns,  either  to  the  Pope  and  Cardi- 
nals, or  to  the  Church  itself ;  and,  conse- 
<)\iently,  that  kings  and  sovereigns  are  not, 
in  temporal  concerns,  subject,  by  the  or* 
dinance  ef  God,  to  any  ecclesiastical 
power  whatsoever ;  neither  can  their  sub- 
jects,   by  «ny  authority    granted   from 
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above  to  the  Pope  or  the  Church,  be  frec4 
from  their  obedience,  or  absolved  frooi 
their  oath  of  allegiance. 

This  is  the  doctrine  which  the  pro* 
fessors  and  doctors  hold  rimI  teach  in  onr 
schools :  and  this  all  the  candidates  for 
degrees  in  divinity  maintain  in  their  pob« 
lie  theses. 

To  the  third  question  the  Sacred  Faculty 
answers :— That  there  is  no  principle  of 
the  Catholic  faith  by  which  Catholics  are 
justified  in  not  keeping  faith  with  Here* 
tics,  who  difier  firom  them  in  religious  opi* 
nions.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  unani- 
mous doctrine  of  Catholics,  that  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  name  of  God,  so  called  to 
witness,  requires  that  the  oath  be  inviol* 
ably  kept  to  whomsoever  it  be  pledged^ 
whether  Catholic,  Heretic  or  Infioel. 

Decided  on  the  day  and  in  the  yeer 
above  named,  and  signed  by  order  of 
the  Most  Learned  Doctors, 

Bacq,  Beadle  and  Scribe. 

• 

Extract  from  the  Answers  of  the  Fft* 
culty  of  Canon  and  Civil  Law  in  the 
University  of  Douat^  to  the  same 
Questions. 

Having  seen  and  attentively  considered 
the  above  written  Questions,  and  the  An«> 
swers  of  the  Sacred  Faculty  of  Divinity  to 
them,  the  Faculties  both  of  the  Canon 
and  the  Civil  Law  declare : — ^That  they« 
without  hesitation  or  doubt,  concurred  m 
the  aforesaid  answers  of  the  fifth  instant. 

Subscribed,  in  virtue  of  our  order,  by 
our  Scribe,  this  fifth  of  January  1789. 

Simon,  Scribe. 

[Here  follow  Certificates  of  the  Magis* 
trates  of  Douay,  that  the  Sieur  Bacq  ig 
Beadle  of  the  Faculty  of  Canon  and  Civil 
Law  in  the  said  University  .J 

Extract  firom  the  Answer  of  the  Fa* 
culty  oi  Divinity  of  Paris  to  the  Queries 
proposed  by  the  English  Catholics. 

answer  to  TBS   first   QUESTION. 

Neither  "  the  Pope,  nor  the  Cardinals  nor 
any  body  of  men,  aor  any  other  person  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  hath  any  civil  autho- 
rity, power,  jurisdiction,  or  pre-eminence 
whatsoever,  in  any  kingdom,  and  conse- 
quently none  in  the  kingdom  of  England, 
by  reason  of  any  authority,  power,  juris-* 
diotion,  or  pre-eminence  by  divine  autho- 
rity^ interest  in«  or  any  other  means^  be- 
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ceiving  the  eccleiiasticBl  jurisdiction  to  be    order  of  Chrut ;  granting  them  the  eccle— " 
vested  in  hinif  delegated  part  of  it  to  the    siastical  Jurisdiction  over  all  their  ponet* 


longing  to  the  Pope  or  ifae  Charch  of 
Borae." 

This  doctrine  the  Sacred  Faculty  of 
Divinity  of  Paris  has  always  held,  and, 
upon  every  occasion,  maintained,  and  has 
rigidly  proscribed  the  contrary  doctrine 
from  her  schools. 

Our  Faculty  devotes  hergelf  the  more  re- 
ligiously to  the  defence  of  this  doctrine, 
because  she  finds  it  perfectly  consonant  to 
Ibe  Word  of  God  and  the  tradition  of  the 
Fathers. 

AHSWBB  TO  THE  SBCOHD   aDBSTIOtl. 

Neither  "  the  Pope  nor  Cardinals,  nor 
any  body  of  men,  nor  any  persons  of  the 
Charch  of  Rome,  can,  by  virtue  of  the 
keys,  absolve  or  free  the  subjects  of  the 
King  of  England  from  their  oath  of  al- 
legiance,"—The  present  and  the  former 
question  are  so  intimately  connected,  that 
the  answer  to  the  first  immediately  applies 
to  the  second.  For  what  greater  authority 
over  a  sovereign  can  be  conceived,  than 
the  right  of  absolving  and  freeing  subjects 
from  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  him? 
With  what  jnstice  might  it  be  said,  That 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  of  this  world,  if 
the  right  of  deciding  upon  and  disposing 
of  temporal  kingdoms  had  been  annexed 
to  its  authority,  and  conferred  opon  ils 
ministers  i 

ANSWIB   TO    THE  THtBD   aUESTION. 

There  is  no  "  tenet  in  the  Catholic 
faith,  by  which  Catholics  are  justified  in 
not  keeping  faith  with  heretics,  or  those 
who  diSer  from  them  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion." 

The  tenet  "  That  it  is  lawful  to  break 
faith  with  heretics,"  is  so  repugnant  to 
common  honesty  and  the  opinions  of  Ca- 
tholics, that  there  is  nothing  of  which  the 
advocates  of  the  Catholic  religion  have 
complained  more  heavily  than  of  the  ma- 
lice and  calumny  of  their  adversaries,  in 
imputing  this  tenet  to  them.  As  it  is  re- 
jected by  Christians  of  every  communion, 
and  is  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples, both  of  natural  and  revealed  reli- 
gion, we  cannot  think  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  enter  upon  this  subject,  and  we  think 
it  requires  no  disc  anion. 

Given  at  Paris,  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Sorbonne,  held  the  litb day  be- 
fore the  Calends  of  March  1TB9. 

Lb  Chbvausb,  Dean  of 
the  Sacred  Faculty, 


By  order  of  the  venerable  Dean  and 
the  Masters  of  the  sacred  Faculty. 

Hardy,  Scribe. 


The  Judgment  of  the  University  of 
Alcala  upon  the  three  Questions. 

It  ti  the  opinion.of  the  University,  that 
none  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  first 
question,  either  individually  or  colleciive- 
ly,  or  in  any  council  assembled,  have  any 
right  to  civil  authority.  For  the  right  of 
governing  kingdoms,  in  civil  concerns,  as 
well  as  that  of  possession,  was  instilnled 
before  the  Catholic  Church  was  founded 
by  Christ  our  Lord,  the  Author  of  that  di- 
vine law  by  which  they  are  governed,  by 
which  law  he  expressly  declares  he  leavei 
it  untouched,  saying :  "  My  kingdom  \» 
not  of  this  world."  The  sense  of  these 
words  it  well  explained  by  St.  Augutine, 
Tract  1 1 5,  in  Joan.  n.  2.  "  Listen,"  laya 
he, "  ye  Jews  and  Gentiles;  hear  this,  all 
ye  nations  of  the  earth;  I  interfere  not 
with  your  dominion  in  this  world.  B« 
not  seized  with  groundless  fears,"  &c. 

ANSWBK  TO   TMB   SECOND   QUESTION. 

Having  considered  the  state  of  England 
and  its  sovereign,  the  University  in  likA 
manner,  is  of  opinion,  that  none  of  the 
persons  mentioned  in  the  proposition  has  a 
power  to  absolve  the  subjects  of  his  Bri- 
tannic  Majesty  from  the  oath  of  allegiance 
which  they  have  taken,  or  ara  bound  to 
take,  to  his  said  Majesty,  or  to  dispense 
with  its  obligations, 

ANSWBB   TO    TBB   TBIBD   aUESTION. 

So  persuaded  is  the  University,  that  the 
doctrine,  which  would  exempt  Catholics 
from  keeping  faith  with  heretics,  or  other 
persons  dissenting  from  them  in  religious 
matters,  so  farfrom  being  an  article  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  is  entirely  repugnant  to  itt 
tenets,  that  she  could  not  have  believed  it 
possible  there  should  exist  any  persons 
who  would  dare  to  impute  to  Catholics  any 
thing  (o  iniquitoos,  Dad  she  not  learned, 
from  the  sa(;red  Scriptures,  that  the  same 
Pharisees,  who  had  heard  our  Lord  openly 
commanding  to"  Give  to  Cesar  the  things 
that  are  Csesar's,"  afterwards  laid  this 
very  crime  to  his  charge :  "  Ye  hive 
found  this  man  pervertiog  our  nation,  atid 
forbidding  to  give  tribute  to  Cesar."  But 
the  devil,  who  moved  their  tongues  to 
utur  such  faUhoods,  has  never  desisted 
from  parvertiog  otbeii  in  like  muuier. 
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aioni  beyond  the  teas ;  uid  which  U  in    Fint  oFFnoce,  whoa  he  redneed  the  d>> 
force  at  this  preKDt  tioie.      Francis  the    cbjr  of  Milin,  in   ItSO,  mppointed  Iba 


These  are  the  uDuiimoaa  opinioni  of  this 
University,  after  a  matnre  deliberation,  in 
a  fnll  Buembly  of  the  Docton,  ihia  17tb  of 
March  |789. 


A  Dbcuion  conceraing  the  three  Pro- 
poeitioni  laid  befora  the  University 
of  Valladolid  by  the  EngHih  Ca- 
tholics. 

ANSWBH   TO   THE  FfSST  «DK1TI0I(. 

The  Uaivenity  of  Valladolid  acknow- 
ledges no  civil  authority,  poner,  jari>dic- 
tion,  or  pre-eminence,  in  the  Uoman  Pon- 
tiff, Cardinah,  or  even  in  a  general  council, 
inuch  le»  in  any  individual,  eithei:  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  kingdom 
or  province,  whether  Catholic  or  nott  over 
which  they  possess  no  temporal  dominion. 

AKSWBB  TO   THE  SECOND  OVESTION, 

Neither  the  Roman  Pontiff,  nor  the  Car- 
dinals, nor  any  council,  nor  even  a  gene- 
ral council,  can  any  way  absolve  the  inb- 
jects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  persons,  whether  Catholics  or  not, 
over  whom  they  hold  no  temporal  domi- 
nion, from  iheir  oath  of  allegiancej  nor 
dispense  with  its  obligations. 


AHSWBR    TO   1 


IE  THIRD   OUBtTION. 


Amongst  the  articles  of  the  Catholic 
faith,  there  is  none  which  teaches  that  Ca- 
tholics may  lawfully  break  their  faith  with 
heretics,  or  any  other  person  whomsoever 
dissenting  from  them  in  mattersof  religion. 
The  obligation  of  keeping  faith  is  grounded 
on  the  natural  law,  which  binds  all  men 
equally,  witboot  regard  to  their  religious 
opinions;  and  with  respect  to  Catholics, 
it  has  still  greater  force,  being  confirmed 
by  the  precepts  of  the  Catholic  religion. 

This  IS  the  decision  of  the  University  of 
Valladolid,  signed  by  all  and  eacK  of  the 
professors,  Feb.  17,  17S9. 


A  pETBnMi  NATION  of  the  University  of 
:Salamanca,  relating  to  the  Cencerni 
of  the  English  Catholics. 

All  the  Doctors  and  Professors  being  as- 
sembled, and  the  questions' proposed  to 
them  having  been  for  some  time  weighed, 
six  members  of  the  University,  chosen  oot 
of  the  faculty  of  divinity  and  canon  law, 
were  appointed  to  draw  op  their  Answers; 
^hich  are  as  follows : 


AMSWm  TO   THB  nUT  QUBITIOM. 

The  same  power,  and  no  other,  wm 
given  byCbrirt  to  Pet«rand  his  successors, 
the  Bishops  of  Rome,  and  to  the  Univeiml 
Church,  which  to  himself,  ss  man,  hwl 
been  given  by  his  Father :  As  the  livuw 
Father  sent  me,  I  also  send  yon.  Now  bn 
invariably  denied  that  he  received  any 
temporal  power,  by  declaring  that  hn 
kingdom  is  not  \>t  this  world ;  by  flying 
away  when  certain  persons  who  wished  ta 
malm  him  a  king;  by  his  aiuwer  to  on* 
who  said  to  him.  Muter,  speak  to  mjr 
brother  to  divide  the  inberiUnce  with  me; 
and  by  his  commanding  tribute  to  be  pakl 
to  Ciessr.  Therefore,  since  the  rights  of 
the  King  of  England,  whelber  they  perw^ 
cote  or  tolerate  the  Catholics,  are  fbnnded 
on  the  same  principles  with  those  of  all 
oiber  sovereifpi  princes  nnder  heaven,  wn 
are  firmly  of  <^inion,  that  neither  th* 
Roman  Pontiff,  nor  the  Cardinals,  nor  an/ 
coancil,  nor  any  individual  in  the  Catholic 
Cborch,  by  virtue  of  his  commonioa  wUb 
the  Catholic  Charch,  has  any  civil  aatbo> 
rity,  power,  jurisdic^on,  or  pre-ei 
in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

ANSWBK  TO  THE  SECOKD  aUKSTIOX. 

The  solation  of  this  second  qoes^n  na- 
turally arises  from  the  principles  laid 
down  above.— We,  therefore,  without  any 
hesitation,  declare,  that  neither  the  Roman 
Pontiff,  nor  the  Cardinals,  nor  any  councilf 
nor  any  individual  of  the  Catholic  Church* 
can  alMolve  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  from  their  oath  of  allegiance,  u 
dispense  with  its  obligations. 

ahsweb  to  the  third  QVBSTION, 

The  natural  rights  of  men  were  not  in* 
tended  to  be  weakened  by  the  law  and 
doctrine  of  Christ,  but  to  be  confirmed  by 
them.  Now,  nothing  is  more  clearly  en- 
graved on  the  minds  of  men,  by  the  lair 
ofnatgre.thantbeprinciple^thatallmen, 
however  differing  from  each  other  in  re- 
ligions tenets,  are,  to  every  intent  and 
purpose,  in  a  state  of  equaUty  with  respect 
to  negociations,  alliances,  and  compacts, 
Tbe  Spaniards,  who,  in  point  of  xeal  br 
the  Catholic  faith,  yield  to  no  nation  under 
heaven,  have  entered  into  contracts  botik 
commercial  and  relating  to  peace,  with 
the  English  themselves,  and  with  olhw 
Calvinist  and  Lutheran  states;  and  it 
would  be  an  atrocious  injury  and  a  vilf 
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bishop  of  Tarbes  to  exercise,  sovereignly, 
all  ecclesiastical  joriidiction  in  that  coun- 
try, withottt  the  intenrentton  or  aathority 
of  the  pope.  The  emperor  Charles  the 
Fifth,  when  Clement  the  Seventh  had  made 
a  league  with  Francis  the  First,  abolished 
the  papal  authority  all  over  Spain. ''^ 

However,  I  cannot  refrain  from  observ- 
ing»  that  in  no  country  have  the  ambitious 
views  and  extravagant  pretensions  of  the 
pope  been  more  strenuously  resisted,  than 
by  the  sovereigns  and  the  Catholic  parlia- 
ments of  these  realms.  The  religious  te» 
-nets  of  a  people  will  always  savour  of  their 
political  principles;  and  to  them  they  will 
be  ever,  mora  or  less,  accommodated. 
Great  Britain,  insulated  from-  the  rest  of 
Europe  by  that  element  which  naturally 
inspires  every  islander  with  high  notions 

calumny  to  assert,  that  such  contracts  have 
been,  at  any  time,  violated  under  the  pre- 
tence of  religion.    Because  we  are  Catho- 
lics, it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  be 
actuated  by  a  persecuting  spirit  against 
those  who  are  averse  to    our   religion. 
Meekness  and  charity  are  its  grand  cha- 
racteristics, and  the  examples  left  us  by 
our  predecessors  recommend  to  us  a  con- 
trary conduct«-«Therefore,  amongst  the 
articles  of  the  Catholic  faith,  there  is  none 
which   teaches,  that  Catholics   are    not 
bound  to  keep  faith  with  heretics,  or  with 
persons  of  any  other  description,  who  dis- 
sent from  them  in  matters  of  religion. 
Given  at  the  University  of  Salamanca, 
A.  D.    1789. — Signed,  in  the  name 
of  the  University,  by  the  Rector 
and  six  deputed  Members. 

*  The  Pope  having  granted  the  king, 
the  tenths  of  all  ecclesiastical  benefices  in 
Castile,  to  assist  him  to  carry  on  a  war 
against  the  Turks,  a  convocation  of  the 
clergy  unanimously  reiiised  to  levy  that 
turn,  upon  pretence  that  it  ought  never  to 
be  exacted,  but  at  those  times  when  Chris- 
tendom was  actually  invaded  by  the  infi- 
dels; and  though  Leo,  in  order  to  support 
bis  authority,  laid  the  kingdom  under  an 
interdict,  so  little  regard  was  paid  to  a 
censure,  which  was  universally  deemed 
onjust,  that  Charles  himself  applied  to 
have  it  taken  off*.  Thus  the  Spanish 
Church,  besides  their  merit  in  opposing 
the  usurpations  of  the  Pope,  and  disre- 

Sirding  the  influence  of  the  crown,  ^ined 
e  exemptions  which  they  had  claimed. 
-^Robertson's  Hist,  of  theUeign  of  Charles 
▼•  9vo.  edit.  p.  80  and  81. 


[580 

of  self-importance,  has  uniformly  and  rjrs* 
tematically  cultivated  and  maintained  a 
peculiar  species  of  both  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  unknown  almost  to  any  other  na- 
tion in  the  world.  It  Is  evident  by  all  our 
books  and  records,  that  our  ancient  lawt 
do  give  unto  our  king  only  the  supreme 
power  and  jurisdiction,  in  matters  eccle- 
siastical, not  spiritual,  and  that  the  sama 
laws  do  utterly  exclude  the  pope  in  all 
causes. 

In  expressing  myself  in  these  terms*  I 
mean  the  old  common  law,  and  statutes 
made  in  affirmance  of  the  common  law, 
which  have  been  maintained  for  law,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  space  of  400  years 
before  king  Henry  the  Eighth  was  bom  ; 
those  judges  who  did  expound  these  laws 
were  not  Protestants,  or  of  the  reformed 
religion,  but  old  popish  judges,  which  were 
in  those  days  learned  in  the  canon  law, 
which  is  the  only  law  that  doth  uphold 
and  maintain  the  pope's  supremacy. 

The  spiritual  and  civil  authority  are 
really  distinguished,  not  by  the  matter, 
subject,  or  cause  in  which  they  are  exer- 
cised ;  but  by  the  nature  of  the  act  of 
power  which  they  exert;  and  by  the 
sanction  or  penalty  wherewith  they  en* 
force  it. 

The  civil  power  cannot  punish  with  ex- 
communication and  other  spiritual  ceo* 
sures ;  nor  can  the  spiritual  power  punish 
with  fines,  imprisonment,  or^other  civil 
penalties, — except  by  commission  and  de- 
legation from  the  civil  powers ;  and  then 
they  became  temporal. f 

Already  in  the  reign  of  William  the 

t  Every  Church  claims  to  herself  the 
power  of  mflicting  spiritual  punishmenl* 
independent  of  the  civil  magistrate,  the 
Church  of  Rome,  the  consistories  of  Scot- 
land, and  all  others. 

When  the  Council  of  Two  Hundred  ar- 
rogated to  themselves  the  power  of  de- 
nouncing and  absolving  from  censures,  and 
in  consequence  intended  to  absolve  one 
Bertelier,  Calvin  ascended  the  pulpit,  and 
with  outstretched  hands  threatenea  to  op- 
pose force  to  force  ;  exclaimed  with  Ve- 
hemence of  voice  against  the  profanation, 
and  forced  the  senate  to  resign  their  spi« 
ritual  commission;  Bertelier  was  punished 
in  spite  of  the  promise  of  the  civil  power. 

Bertelier  (Bayley,  vol.  1,  p.  783|)  hsT^ 
ing  been  excommunicated  in  the  year 
1 552,  by  the  consistory  of  Geneva,  made 
his  complaint  to  the  senate.  The  minis- 
ters were  sent  for  to  give  their  reasons  for 
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Conqueror, — that  illastrious  warrior  and 
sovereign,  acceded  to  pay  the  Peter-pence, 
which  was  levied  in  this  country  ;  but  he 

it ;  and  both  parties  being  heard,  the  se^r 
naie  confirmed  the  excommunication. 

Eighteen  months  after  Bertelier  had  re- 
course again  to  the  senate,  who  after  hav- 
ing heard  Calvin's  opposition,  pronounced 
that  Bertelier  should  be  admitted  to  the 
holy  Sacrament  As  soon  as  Calvin  heard, 
this  news,  he  desired  the  Syndics  to  assem- 
ble the  senate  ;  and  when  they  were  met, 
he  represented  his  reasons,  ana  concluded 
with  an  oath,  that  he  would  rather  lose  his 
life,  than  give  his  consent  that  such  a  man 
should  receive  the  Lord's  Supper,  This 
18  what  Calvin  wrote  himself.  His  histo- 
rian will  tell  us  more  of  it.  The  clamour 
which  was  raised  against  the  ministers^  as 
if,  in  some  respects,  they  had  invaded  the 
riffhts  of  the  sovereignty,  was  the  reason 
why  the  Council  of  Two  Hundred  ordered^ 
that  the  final  judgment  of  causes  of  ex- 
communication should  belong  to  the  se- 
nate ;  and  that  the  senate  might  absolve 
the  excommunicated  as  they  should  think 
fit.  By  virtue  of  this  decree  the  senate 
granted  letters  of  absolution  to  Bertelier, 
which  were  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  re- 
public. The  sacrament  was  to  be  admi- 
nistered within  two  days.  When  Calvin 
came  to  hear  of  what  had  pa^ed,  he  soon 
resolved  what  to  do,  and  preached  against 
the  contempt  of  the  Sacrament ;  he  raised 
his  voice,  lifted  up  his  hands,  and  said  he 
would  imitate  St.  Chrysostom ;  that  he 
would  not  oppose  force  to  force,  but  that 
he  would  rather  be  massacred  than  that  his 
hands  should  present  the  holy  mysteries 
to  those  who  had  been  judged  unworthy  of 
them.  This  was  a  thunderbolt  which  con- 
founded Bertelier's  faction,  so  that  it  was 
not  thought  fit  that  he  should  present  him- 
self to  the  Communion. 

The  next  day  afler  the  Sacrament,  Cal- 
vin, accompanied  by  his  consistory,  de- 
sired leave  of  the  senate,  and  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Two  Hundred,  to  speak  to  the  peo- 
ple about  this  matter,  forasmuch  as  it  con- 
cerned the  abrogation  of  a  law  made  by 
the  people.  This  made  so  great  an  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  the  people,  that 
it  was  resolved  the  Swiss  Cantons  should 
be  consulted  about  it ;  and  that  the  decree 
of  the  Two  Hundred  should  be  suspended; 
but  that  none  should  say  that  the  ancient 
regulations  had  been  in  the  least  infringed. 
(Beza  in  viti  Calvini  ad  Ann.  1553.)  «  In 
cam  sententiaro   animis  non  mediocriter 

(VOL.  XXIL ) 


AntiL  91,  1819.  [981 

positively  refbsed,  by  letter  to  pope  Gre« 
gory  the  Seventh,  his  legate  nabertas'a 
pretensions  to  swear  allegiance  to  th« 
pontiffl*  His  pons,  William  Rofus  and 
Henry  the  First,  continued  in  the  samsi 
8entiments.t 

The  preservation  of  the  Magna  Charts^ 
the  first  ffreat  bulwark  of  every  English- 
man's  liberties,  is  solely  to  be  attributed 
to  the  firmness  of  cardinal  Langtoo,  who* 


immutatis  itum  est,  ot  suspenso  illo 
siorum  decreto  statuentor  petendum 
a  quatuor  civitatibns  Helveticis  judician 
nee  interea  prsejudicium  ullam  fieri  re<- 
ceptes  legibus  op4rtere/' 

By  these  means  the  consistory  obtained 
a  complete  victory,  and,  in  a  manner^ 
made  the  senate  and  the  Council  of  Two 
Hundred  buckle  to.  What  would  they 
have  done  in  a  democratical  country  }  is 
it  possible  to  rule  over  men  who  tell  tbs 
people  from  the  pulpit,  that  they  would 
rather  suffer  themselves  to  be  killed  than 
consent  that  holy  things  should  be  pro- 
faned? St.  Chrysostom's  example,  pro* 
perly 'alleged.  Is  an  artful  way  of  threaten- 
ing the  government  with  an  insurrection^ 

^  The  letter  of  William  is  extant  in  th« 
Miscellanea  of  Balozius,  torn.  7,  p.  127,  a^ 
also  in  Collier's  Ecclesiastical  History  ia 
the  collection  of  records,  p.  715,  No.  19» 
"  Hubertus  legatus  tuus  admonuit  me  qua- 
tenus  tibi  et  successoribus  tuis  fidelitatem 
facerem,  et  de  pecunii  quam  antecessoret 
mei  ad  ecclesiam  mettere  solebant,  melius 
cogitarem :  unum  admisi  alternm  nen  ad- 
misi.''    Fidelitatem  facere  nolui  nee  volo, 

t  William  Rufus,  and  Henry  the  First;, 
enjoved  their  prerogative  in  causes  eccle- 
siastical, and  bestowed  bishoprics  and  ab- 
beys without  the  Pope's  leave  or  confirm- 
ation ;  and  yet  during  their  reign  there 
were  three  stout  bishops  that  succeeded 
one  another  in  the  see  of  Canterburjr, 
(Stigand,  Lanfiranc,  and  Anselm)  who  did 
attempt  to  advance  the  authority  of  Uui 
Pope  as  fiir  as  they  durst 

Thomas  i  Becket,  in  Henry  the  Second. 
(1164)  who  was  the  first  to  oppose  th« 
crown,  subscribed  to  the  constitution  made 
at  Clarendon,  (or  the  confirmation  of  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  among  which 
was  one,  that  the  appeals  should  be  mads 
from  the  archdeacon  to  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese,  next  from  the  bishop  of  the  dio- 
cese to  the  archbishop  of  the  province, 
and  from  the  archbishop  of  the  provinct 
to  the  king,^-which  should  be  the  higheH 
and  last  appeal. 

(ao) 
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supported  by  the  barons,  refused  to' pub- 
lish tlie  excommunication,  which  was 
issued  by  the  pope  against  those  who 
should  press  king  John  to  maintain  bis 
treaty  with  them.  From  those  the  sove- 
reign had  sought  to  get  himself  released  ; 
and  to  that  end,  had  personally  applied  to 
the  court  of  Rome  :  having  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  rei|;n  freely  resigned  to  Inno- 
cent the  Third  his  crown  and  indepen- 
dence ;  and  of  course  placed  himself 
under  the  papal  protection.''^ 

•  ^  And  yet  the  monarch  (John),  accord- 
ing to  Matthew  Paris,  wrote  to  the  Pope, 
**  that  he  would  stand  for  the  liberties  of 
\k\i  crown  unto  his  death,  and  that  if  the 

SontitiT  would  not  yield  to  do  him  right,  he 
ad  archbishops,  bishops,  and  learned 
men,  in  his  realm,  by  whom  the  Church 
•f  England  should  be  governed,  and  that 
from  henceforth  his  subjects  should  not  go 
a  begging  beyond  the  seas^  for  their  judg- 
ment in  cases  ecclesiastical/' — Yet  after 
that,  the  king,  being  oppressed  by  the 
barons'  wars,  the  Pope  deposed  him,  and 
forced  him  to  surrender  botb  realms  to  his 
legate,  and  to  receive  them  again,  tender- 
ing a  rent. 

t  Edw.  the  First,  (1277)  returning  from 
the  holy  land,  restored  the  ancient  powers 
and  prerogatives  to  the  crown.  In  his 
time  the  archbishop  of  York  lost  his  tem- 
poralities during  his  life,  for  refusing  to 
admit  the  king's  clerk  to  a  benefice,  al- 
ledging  that  it  was  full  before,  by  provi- 
sion of  the  Pope. 

In  the  30th  assizes  of  Edward  the  First, 
(1303)  he  would  have  been  drawn  and 
hanged  who  brought  the  Pope's  excom- 
munication against  a  s;;ibject ;  but  by  the 
intercession  of  the  chancellor  and  trea- 
surer, he  was  permitted  only  to  abjure  the 
realm. 

Edward  the  Second  made  the  statute  of 
Carlisle ;  whereby  it  was  provided  that  no 
alien  should  have  any  benefices  in  Eng- 
land by  the  provision  of  the  Pope. 

Edward  the  Third  (1327)  made  sundry 
statutes  against  such  as  purchased  bene- 
fices by  provision  from  Rome,  potting 
them  out  of  the  King's  protection,  so  as 
every  man  might  lawfully  kill  them,  as 
enemies  to  the  King  and  Commonwealth. 

In  the  7th  of  Edward  the  Third  (1334) 
the  King  alone  make  appropriations  of 
the  Church.  In  the  40th  assizes  the  King 
alone  make  the  priory  of  Westminster  se* 
cnlar,  wbtch  belore  was  regular. 

In  the  I7th  it  appears^  in  the  book  22Qd 


The  reigns  of  Edward  the  Third  and 
Richard  the  Second,  equally  manifest  the 

assizes,  tithes,  which  are  mere  spiritual 
duties^  are  in  some  cases  due  and  payable 
to  the  King ;  namely,  out  of  such  lands  as 
are  not  within  the  limits  of  any  parish. 

The  King  also  granted  episcopal  juris- 
diction to  the  archdeacon  of  Richmond. 
For  this  cause  by  the  ancient  common 
law,  the  King  is  not  only  supreme  patron 
of  all  archbishopricks,  and  bishopricks,  in 
right  of  his  crown«  (which  he  was  wont  to 
bestow  immediately '  per  annalum^  bacu- 
'  lum'  without  any  canonical  electiM;  «nd 
afterwards  when  he  did  admit  el^^tdd/  he 
ever  reserved  a -royal  assent  unto  himself) 
but  he  is  also  supreme  ordinary,  end  hath 
supreme  cure  and  superintendency  over 
all  the  churches  within  his  kingdom. 
And,  therefore,  if  a  church  become  void» 
the  patron  hath  six  months  to  present  a 
fit  pastor;  and  in  his  default  the  ordinary 
of  the  diocese ;  and  in  his  default  the 
archbishop  of  the  province ;  and  in  his 
default  the  king  shall  present,  as  having 
the  highest  eare  to  provide  a  fit  pastor  for 
the  souls  of  his  people.  Doth  not  this 
prove  his  authority  in  ecclesiastical  mat* 
ters  ? 

In  the  20th  of  Edward  the  Third  it  ap- 
pears, that  all  spiritual  and  religious 
houses  of  the  Kin^s  foundation,  are  free 
from  episcopal  jurisdiction,  and  visitable 
only  by  the  King's  commissioners. 

In  the  22nd  of  Ed  ward  the  Third,  ( 1 349) 
the  King  having  presented  a  clerk  to  a 
benefice,  the  clerk  was  disturbed  by  one 
who  had  a  bull  from  the  Pope  for  the 
same  benefice,  upon  which  the  distorber 
was  punished  with  perpetual  imprison- 
ment. 

Long  time  before  the  statutes  of  premu* 
nire,  the  ancient  common  law  was,  that 
whoever  brought  a  bull  of  ezcommmiica^ 
tion  against  any  of  the  King's  subjects, 
was  adjudged  a  traitor,  and  whosoever 
brought  a  bull  of  provision  to  any 
benefice,  committed  the  highest  contempt 
against  the  laws,  and  did  forfeit  as  much  as 
he  could  forfeit. 

The  statute  of  the  25th  of  Edward  the 
Third  recites,  ''  whereas  in  the  S5th  of 
Edward  the  First,  it  was  represented  late 
in  the  parliament,  that  the  Church  was 
founded  in  the  staite  of  prelacy  to  inform 
the  king,  lords,  and  people  the  law  of 
God,  in  certain  possessions,  lands  and  fees, 
as  in  advowsons,  which  extended  to  great 
value,  even  assigned  to  the  King  and  I^rds, 
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tame  disposition  to  resisi  the  encroach* 
ments  of  the  pontiffi,  which  was  alto  fol* 

the  founders  of  the  Church,  to  prelates 
and  men,  to  sustain  the  charge*  and  espe- 
cially to  archbishops,  bishops,  and  others, 
and  upon  voidance  to  presentments,  and 
collations  to  the  benefices,  did  and  ought 
to  belong  to  the  King  and  others  as  lords 
and  advowees.  And  that  the  kings  in 
former  times  were  used  to  have  the  greater 
part  of  thufir  council  of  prelates  and  clerks 
so  advanced,  tbi^  the  bishop  of  Home,  ac> 
croackug.  to,4wa  the  seignories  of  such 
po8i||poii' Mil  btpeficet,  doth  grant  the 
sanrt^lik  Uieni  who  never  dwell  in  Eng- 
land; Cardinals  who  might  not  dwell 
here ;  i|nd  to  others  as  well  aliens  as  de- 
nizens; as  if  he  were  patron  and  advowee 
of  the  said  dignities  and  benefices^,  as  by 
the  right  of  the  laws  of  England  he  is  not; 
thereby  causing  many  grievances  and  in- 
conveniences recited  in  the  act,  which 
shall  not  henceforth  be  suffered  and  al- 
lowed ;  whereupon  it  is  prayed  that  the 
King  ought  and  is  bound  by  his  oath,  with 
accord  of  his  parliament,  to  make  remedy 
and  law  in  removing \he  mischiefs  and 
damages  which  hereof  ensue. 

It  proceeds  to  enact  that  the  election  of 
archbishops,  bishops,  and  dienities  elec- 
tive, shall  be  free  as  originally  founded; 
that  the  patron  and  founders  shall- have  ti^ 
presentation  to  benefices  upon  voidances, 
and  inflict  penalties,  to  the  extent  of  pre- 
munire,  upon  those  who,  under  colour  of 
authority  or  collation  froiQ  Rome,  disturb 
the  proper  elections  and  presentations. 

The  like  penaltfes  were  by  the  statute 
of  premunire  (35th  Edward  the  First, 
(1377)  denounced  against  all  that  pur- 
chased, or  pursued  in  the  court  of  Rome, 
or  elsewhere,  any  translations,  processes, 
and  sentences  of  excommunication,  bulls, 
instruments,  or  any  other  things  touching 
the  King,  his  crown,  his  regalia,  or  his 
realm,  and  against  all  that  brought,  re- 
ceived, notified,  or  any  ways  executed 
them  within  the  realm. 

In  the  33rd  of  Edward  the  Third,  it  is 
said,  Reges  sacro  oleo  uncti  spiritualis  ju- 
risdictionis  sunt  capaces. 

The  3d  of  Richard  the  Second,  chap. 
3d,  enforced  by  7th  Richard  the  Second, 
chap.  12,  further  by  16th  Richard  the  Se- 
cond, chap.  5th,  recites,  that  benefices 
have  been  bestowed  of  late  contrary  to 
the  will  of  their  founders  and  patrons,  to 
divers  people  of  a  different  language,  and  I 
str^uige  land  and  nationi^  and  proosodt  to  j 
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lowed  by  Henr^  the  Eighth.!    [See  thf 
Note  marked  f  in  page  563.]   tt-i|^rigb^ 

detail  the  inconveniences  arising  from  thf 

Sractice ;  in  which  it  providei  remeiy^ 
y  making  it  unlawfiil  for  any  one  to  rof 
ceive  the  profits  of.  the  benefices  for  thei^ 
or  to  remit,  oc  account  to  them  for  tto 
same. 

The  16th  Richard  the  Second,  (isgs) 
chap.  5,  act  of  premnnire  for  purchasing 
buln^  recites,  that  by  the  law  or  the  realaa 
persons  have  been  used  to  sue  in  thf 
King's  courts,  to  recover  their  present- 
ments to  benefice^  to  which  they  ba4 
right  to  present,  and  upon  obtaining  jodgr 
ment,  the  bishops,  &c.  liaving  the  instit^- 
tion  of  the  benefices,  have  been  bound  tm 
carry  the  judgment  into  effect;  but  of 
late,  divers  processes  have  been  made  bj 
the  bishop  of  Home,  and  censures  of  exr 
communication  passed  upon  certain  bi* 
shops,  for  carrying  the  said  judgmenti 
into  effect;  to  the  open  disherison  ff 
the  crown,  and  destruction  of  the  king's 
dignity,  further  recites,  that  a  repoft 
had  been  raised,  that  the  bishop  ff 
Rome  was  about  to  translate  prelates  in 
the  realm,  withootthe  king's  knowledge 
and  consent,  contrary  to  the  statutes  of 
*tbe  realm,  so  that  the  crown  of  £nglaaq» 
which  hath  been  in  no  earthly  subjectioi^ 
but  immediately  subject  to  God,  in  aU 
matters  touching  the  regality  of  the  same 
crown,  and  to  none  other,  should  be  sufaf- 
mitted  to  the  Pope,  and  the  laws  of  thf 
realm  be  by  him  defeated.  , 

The  2d  section  records  a  declaration  c^ 
the  Commons  and  Peers,  temporal  and  spi* 
ritual,  that  the  matters  recited  are  againit 
the  right  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
enacts  that  persons  offending  by  suing, 
or  purchasing  at  Rome  any  translations, 
processes,  sentences  of  excommunication* 
bulls,  or  other  instruments,  against  the 
king,  his  crown,  regality,  or  realm,  as  is 
aforesaid,  and  who  bring  the  same  withhi 
the  realm,  and  receive  or  make  notification 
thereof,  or  any  other  execution  thereof, 
within  or  without  the  realm,  shall  be  piit 
out  of  the  king's  protection,  shall  foifek 
goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements, 
and  be  attached  by  their  bodies,  aild 
brought  before  the  king  and  his  council  to 
answer,  to  be  otherwise  proceeded  against 
according  to  law,  for  derogation  of  tlis 
king's  crown  and  dignity. 

Under  Henry  the  4ui,  like  pains  were 
by  several  statutes  to  be  inflioted  npiob 
SQohei  procored  jfroantiMi  bisiiop  ef  Bone 
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though,  to  remark  here,  that  personal  mo- 
tives had  an  additional  sway>  in  creating 

exemptions  from  obedience,  regolar  or 
ordinary,  and  from  payment  of  tythes; 
and  these  statutes  against  the  usurpation 
of  the  see  of  Rome,  made  in  the  time  of 
Roman  Catholic  princes,  with  the  express 
assent  of  the  bishops  and  prelates  of  the 
realm,  were  continued  in  force  ever  since ; 
BO  that  the  acts  in  Henry  the  8th  and 
queen  Elizabeth,  against  appeals  to  Rome, 
and  in  con6rmation  of  the  regalia  and  su- 
premacy of  the  crown,  in  matters  eccle- 
siastical, were  no  more  than  an  affirmance 
of  the  common  law,  as  it  had  been  used 
and  practised  in  the  time  of  their  royal 
progenitors. 

By  the  1st  of  Henry  the  7th,  the  king 
alone,  and  none  but  the  king,  can  grant 
to  a  place  the  privilege  of  a  sanctuary. 

91  h  Henry  the  7  th,  the  king  alone,  and 
none  but  the  king,  can  found  a  spiritual 
corporation.  And  as  the  law  adjudged 
them  high  offenders  who  brought  in  these 
bulls  themselves,  so  when  they  were  pro- 
duced in  any  of  the  king's  courts,  they 
had  no  allowance  or  estimation  at  all. 
For  though  by  the  law  an  excommunicate 

Serson  doth  stand  disabled,  and  is  not  to 
e  answered  jn  any  action  till  he  be  as- 
solved  by  the  bishop  who  pronounce  the 
sentence  of  excommunication  against  him ; 
yet  when  the  Pope's  excommunications^ 
under  the  leaden  seals,  were  shewn  forth 
in  any  of  the  king's  courts,  they  were 
never  allowed  to  disable  such  as  were 
plaintiffs  in  any  action,  but  were  ever  re- 
jected^ as  being  of  no  validity  in  these 
kingdoms,  as  is  reported  every  where  in 
the  ancient  books  of  the  years  of  Edward 
the  3rd,  Richard  the  2d,  Henry  the  4th, 
Henry  the  6th,  and  Henry  the  7th; 
whereof  no  student  of  the  law  is  ignorant. 

By  the  ancient  common  law,  a  writ  of 
prohibition  was  awarded  against  such  as 
did  sue  any  subject  in  the  court  of  Rome ; 
and  such  suits  and  appeals  are  likewise 
prohibited  by  particular  statutes,  enacted 
in  this  kingdom,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
6th  and  Henry  the  7th. 

24th  Henry  the  8th,  chap.  12.  (1532). 
Appeals  to  Rome  disallowed. 

Po^er  and  right  of  the  king's  courts, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  in  all  matters  be- 
longing to  their  respective  jurisdictions 
is  provided  for. 

25th  of  Henry  the  6th,  cap.  19.  (1533.) 
The  clergy  not  to  enact  any  canons,  con- 
atitutionS|  or  ordinances^  witbontthe  con- 


the  separation  between  the  monarch  and 
the  holy  see ;    for  in  enacting  those  very 

—  ^  —    --- 

sent  of  the  king,  under  pain  of  fine  and 
imprisonment. 

No  canons  to  be  carried  into  execution 
which  are  repugnant  to  the  King's  pre* 
rogative,  or  laws  of  the  realm. 

No  appeals  to  Rome  allowed. 

Persons  appointed  to  review  the  canons. 

25th  of  Henry  the  8th,  c.  20.  Provides 
for  the  mode  of  electing  and  consecrating 
archbishops  and  bishops;  and  restraint 
from  paying  first-fruits  to  Rome. 

Chap.  21st,  entitled,  ''An  Act«coQ- 
ceming  Peter-pence  dispensations." 

1st  Sect,  recites,  '<  Forasmuch  as  your 
Majesty  is  supreme  head  of  the  Church 
of  England,  as  the  prelates  and  clergy  of 
your  realm,  representing  the  said  Church 
in  their  synods  and  convocations,  havo 
recognized ;"  and  proceeds  to  enact,  that 
in  future  all  pensions,  censes,  portions, 
and  Peter- pence,  such  as  used  to  be  taken 
by,  or  on  behalf  of  the  bishop  of  Rome^ 
shall  surcease,  and  never  more  be  levied. 

Section  2d.  That  neither  his  Majesty, 
his  heirs  or  successors,  nor  any  of  bis  sub- 
jects, shall  in  future  sue  to  the  said  bishop 
of  Rome  for  licences,  dispensations,  fa* 
culties,  or  other  grants  of  any  kind  what^ 
ever,  for  any  cause  or  matter  whatever, 
for  which  such  licences,  kc.  have  hereto* 
fore  been  obtained  ;  but  in  future  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury  is  to  grant  such 
licences,  &c. 

5th  Sect  The  archbishop  is  not  im 
grant  licences,  &c.  for  matters  unwonted, 
or  unaccustomary,  without  the  consent  of 
the  king  in  council  first  obtained. 

17th  Sect.  If  the  archbishop  refuse  or 
deny  granting  the  dispensations  or  li- 
cences to  persons  reasonably  entitled  to 
have  them,  the  lord  chancellor  shall,  upon 
complaint  being  made  to  him,  issue  the 
king^s  writ,  requiring  of  the  archbishop 
the  reason  of  his  refusal,  and  if  necessary 
shall  issue  his  injunctions  to  the  arch- 
bishop. 

19th  Sect  declares.  That  it  is  not  in* 
tended  to  decline  or  vary  from  Christ's 
Church  in  any  matter  of  the  Catholic 
faith ;  but  to  make  an  ordinance  by  po- 
licies necessary  to  suppress  vice,  and  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  realm;  not 
seeking  for  relief  or  remedy  upon  worldly 
and  human  laws  elsewhere  than  in  the 
king,  who  ought  to  have  an  imperial  power 
and  authority  thereon. 
I     22ad  Sect  Inflicto  the  penalty  of  pre* 
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hws^  it  was  positirely  decreed,  that  no* 
thing  as  to  the  faith  was  to  be  altered.* 

Queen  Mary^f  who  repealed  Henry's 
statutes,  prudently  put  this  safeguard  ;— 
that  the  pope's  bulls  and  briefs  were 
merely  to  be  confined  to  spirituals,  with* 
out  interfering  either  with  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  kingdom,  or  the  independence 
of  her  subjects. 

Queen  Elizabeth,}  her  successor,  who 
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munire  on  those  who  sue  to  the  court  at 
Borne,  or  obey  processes  from  thence. 

*  26th  Henry  the  Slh,  c.  1.  (15S4.) 
The  king  is  made  supreme  head  of  the 
Church.  The  oath  of  supremacy  was 
enacted  in  the  reign  of  this  king  (Henry 
the  8th),  a  furious  Roman  Catholic;  and 
the  oath  was  approved  of  and  taken  by 
the  whole  body  of  bishops  and  clergy  of 
England  in  convocation,  and  by  all  ranks 
and  orders  of  men  throughout  the  king- 
dom, very  few  excepted  ;  and  was  as  oni- 
Tersally  received  and  taken  in  Ireland, 
several  years  before  any  reformation  of 
religion  was  either  made  or  attempted  in 
either  kingdom. 

t  1st  of  Edward  the  6th,  c.  12,  Sect 
6lh.  (I54'7.)  Enacts  heavy  penalties  on 
those  who  affirm  by  words  or  preaching, 
that  the  king  is  not  supreme  head  of  the 
Church,  or  that  any  other  is ;  or  to  com- 
pass to  depose  him ;  or  to  aiSSrm  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  king.  Sect  7th.  High 
treason  to  assert  and  preach,  that  the 
bishop  of  Rome  is  the  supreme  head  of 
the  Church  ;  or  by  writing,  word,  overt  act 
or  deed,  to  teach  or  enforce  that  any  other 
than  the  king  ought  to  be  sovereign  or 
supreme  of  this  country. 

X  ]st  and  2nd  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
chap.  8th,  declares  the  Crown,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  repentant  for  the  schism  and 
disobedience  committed  in  this  realm,  and 
being  again  received  into  the  Church  of 
Rome;  it  repeals  the  several  acts  of 
Henry  the  8th,  and  also  the  1st  of  Edward 
the  6th,  chap.  12,  in  part,  as  to  the  Pope's 
supremacy.  Sect.  42,  enacts.  That  al- 
though the  title  of  supreme  head  of  the 
Church  of  England  could  never  be  jostly 
attributed  to,  or  claimed  by  any  king  of 
the  realm,  yet  the  use  of  such  titles  should 
not  vitiate  any  deed  or  record  in  which 
such  title  is  used.  Sect.  53,  enacts.  That 
the  ancient  rights  of  the  crown,  existing 
before  the  statutes  of  Henry  the  8th,  are 
not  to  be  considered  as  derogated  firom ; 
and  the  Pope's  holiness,  and  the  apostolic 
jee,  are  restored  to  and  are  to  enjoy  the 
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cancelled  the  acts  of  Philip  and  Maryland 
re-established  the  supremacy  over  iIm 
Church  of  England,  was  as  much,  if  not 
more,  actuated  than  her  father,  by  mo* 
tives  of  personal  security  and  the  main* 
tenance  of  her  crown ;  to  which  her  atten* 
tion  had  been  particularly  called  by  Cle« 
raent  the  Seventh's  refusal  to  acknowledge 
king  Henry  the  Eighth's  divorce  from  Q^ 
tharine  of  Arragon,  prior  to  his  marriaga 
with  her  mother,  and  by  an  act  the  parluK 
ment  had  passed,  declaring  her  illegiti* 
mate,  although  afterwards  revoked.* 

Still  the  Catholics,  after  Elizabeth  hai 
declared  herself  Protestant  queen  and  go* 
vemess  of  the  Church,  joined  their  sovw* 
reign  iif  resisting  the  forces  which  Siztoa 
the  fifth  had  influenced  Catholic  princea 
to  employ  against  her ;  so  much  so,  that 
the  Spanish  admiral  observed,  that  oa 
landing  he  would  make  no  distinction  be* 

authority  and  jarisdictfon  they  had  prior 
to  those  acts  of  Henry  the  8th,  by  virtue 
of  the  Pope's  supremacy,  without  diminn* 
tion  or  enlargement. 

This  act  is  entitled,  ''  An  Act  for  re* 
pealing  the  articles  and  provisions  made 
against  the  apostolic  see  of  Rome,  since  the 
20th  year  of  king  Henry  the  8th;  and  for 
the  establishment  of  all  spiritual  and  ec* 
clesiastical  possessions  ana  hereditaments 
conveyed  to  the  laity." 

*  1st  Elizabeth,  chap.  1st,  entitled, 
*'  An  act  to  restore  to  the  crown  the  an- 
cient jurisdiction  over  the  state  ecclesiasti- 
cal and  spiritual,  and  abolishing  all  foreign 
powers  repugnant  to  the  same  ;"  revokeii 
and  repeals  1st  and  2nd  Philip  and  Mary, 
and  revives  statutes  of  Henry  the  8th. 

Sect  I6th,  enacts.  That  no  foreige 
prince,  person,  prelate,  state  or  potentate, 
spiritual  or  temporal,  shall  have  or  enjoy 
any  power,  authority,  jurisdiction,  pre- 
eminence or  privilege,  spiritual  or  eccle* 
siastical,  within  the  realm,  but  from 
henceforth  the  same  shall  be  utterly  abp^ 
lished. 

Sect.  19tb,  Directs  the  oath  as  to  the 
supremacy. 

5th  Elizabeth,  chap.  1st,  entitled,  •'  Am 
act  for  the  assurance  of  the  Queen's  royel 

Eower  over  all  estates  and  subjects  within 
er  dominions." 

Sect  2.  Penalty  of  premunire  againsi 
those  who  extol,  set  forth,  maintain,  or  de». 
fend  the  authority,  power,  or  jurisdictioii 
of  the  see  of  Rome,  heretofore  claimed, 
used,  or  usurped  within  this  realm,  or  the 
Kng't 
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tween  a  Catholic  and  a  Protestant^  save 
what  the  point  of  a  sword  would  have 
made  between  their  flesh. 

As  to  the  Papal  infallibility,  it  is  a  doc- 
trine as  absurd  in  itself,  as  pernicious  in 
its  consequences ; — the  spurious  child  of 
arrogance,  fostered  by  credulity,  and  nur- 
tured by  servile  adulation.  The  best  in- 
formed Catholic  divines  do  not  acknow- 
ledge this  principle  as  to  the  person  of 
the  Pope,  but  merely  in  the  sense  of  the 
general  Church  ;  and  as,  by  their  tenets, 
the  Church  can  never  make  a  new  article 
of  faith,  nor  command  any  thing  against 
the  laws  of  God,  so  it  can  only  declare 
what  hat  been  revealed. 

With  regard  to  the  spiritual  rights  of 
the  Pope,  the  landmarks  are  erected, 
which  cannot  therefore  be  permitted  to  be 
removed  :  subordination  in  every  society 
requires  pre-eminence  in  its  rulers ;  but 
his  will  is  not  their  creed.  Any  deviation 
from  the  laws  of  God,  the  rights  of  nature, 
or  the  faith  of  the  fathers  of  the  Church, 
would  be  a  fatal  rock,  upon  which  the 
pontifT  himself  would  split. 

These  are  the  opinions  of  some  Popes 
themselves ;  and  history  records  the  im- 
prisonment and  excommunication  of  more 
than  one,  which  must  act  as  an  extinguisher 
on  these  extravagant  and  dangerous  as- 
sumptions, which  have  originated  in  the 
cowardly,  ignorant,  and  interested  views 
of  sovereigns  themselves,  and  have  after- 
wards been  abused,  and,  from  custom, 
claimed  a^  a  right  by  the  worldly  and 
crafty  arts  of  ambitious  and  designing 
pontiffs. 

The  only  other  serious  political  objec- 
tion, which  has  ever  been  violently  urged 
against  the  Catholics,  is  the  supposition  of 
their  not  considering  themselves  obliged  to 
keep  faith  with  heretics.  Their  own  es- 
pecial refutation  given  to  this  charge,  in 
the  most  positive  terms  by  the  oath  of  al* 
legiance,  which  they  take,  is  a  sufficient 
contradiction  to  a  stigma  that  has  been 
thrown  upon  their  character  in  times  of 
religious  controversies,  when  both  parties 
seemed  emulous  which  of  the  two  shoaid 
blacken  the  other  the  most*. 


*  I.  Is  the  Oath  and  Declaration  pre- 
scribed by  the  British  parliament  of  the 
SI  St  of  his  present  Majesty,  and  which  is 
taken  by  all  English  Catholics, 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  do 
profess  (he  Roman  Catholic  religion.^' 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  sincerely  promise  and 
iwear,  that  I  will  be  faithful,  and  bear 
1 


However,  some  opinions  of  Catholic  di- 
vines and  jurists,  as  to  this  very  point,  will 
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true  allegiance  to  his  majesty  kin^  George 
the  third,  and  him  will  defend  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power  against  all  conspiracies  and 
attempts  whatsoever  that  shall  be  made 
against  bis  person,  crown,  or  dignity ;  and 
I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to  disclose 
and  make  known  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  all  treasons  and  traitorous 
conspiracies  which  may  be  formed  against 
him  or  them  :  and  I  do  faithfully  promise 
to  maintain,  support  and  defend,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  the  succession  of  the 
crown ;  which  succession,  by  an  act  en- 
titled. An  Act  for  the  further  limitation  of 
the  crown,  and  better  securing  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  subject,  is,  and  stands 
limited  to  the  princess  Sophia,  electress 
and  duchess  dowager  of  Hanover,  and 
the  heirs  of  her  body,  being  Protestants; 
hereby  utterly  renouncing  and  abjuring 
any  obedience  or  allegiance  unto  any 
oilier  person  claiming  or  pretending  a 
right  to  the  crown  of  these  realms.  And 
I  do  swear,  that  I  do  reject  and  detest  as 
an  unchristian  and  impious  position,  that  it 
is  lawful  to  murder  or  destroy  any  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  for  or  under  pre- 
tence of  their  being  heretics  or  infidels  ; 
and  also  that  unchristian  and  impious 
principle,  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with 
heretics  or  infidels :  and  I  further  declare, 
that  it  is  not  an  article  of  my  faith ;  and 
that  I  do  renounce,  reject,  and  abjure  the 
opinion,  that  princes,  excommunicated  by 
the  Pope  and  council,  or  any  authority  of 
the  see  of  Rome,  or  by  any  authority 
whatsoever,  may  be  deposed  or  murdered 
by  their  subjects,  or  any  person  whatso* 
ever ;  and  I  do  promise,  that  I  will  not 
hold,  maintain,  or  abet  any  such  opinion, 
or  any  other  opinions  contrary  to  what 
is  expressed  in  this  declaration :  and  I 
do  declare,  that  I  do  not  befieve  that  the 
Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  foreign 
prince,  prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  bath, 
or  ought  to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil 
jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  or  pre- 
eminence, directly,  or  indirectly,  within 
this  realm:  .and  I  do  solemnly,  in  the 
presence  of  God,  profess,  testify,  and  de- 
clare, that  I  do  make  this  declaration,  and 
every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain  and  ordi- 
nary sense  of  the  words  of  this  oath,  with- 
out any  evasion,  equivocation,  or  mental 
reservation  whatever,  and  without  any 
dispensation  already  granted  by  the  Pbpe, 
or  any  authority  of  the  see  jof  Roai% 
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add,  if  necessary,  additional  weight  to 
their  assertidns. 


or  any  person  whatever^  and  without 
thinking  that  I  am,  or  can  be,  acquitted 
before  God  or  man,  or  absolved  of  this  de- 
claration, or  any  part  thereof,  althongh 
the  Pope,  or  any  other  person  or  authority 
whatsoever,  shall  dispense  with,  or  annul 
the  same,  or  declare  that  it  was  null  or 
void. So  help  me  GodJ 


99 


11.  The  Oaths  and  Declarations  pre- 
scribed  b^  the  Acts  of  the  Irish  Par- 
liament to  Irish  Jloman  Catholics. 

The  first  is  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
declaration,  prescribed  by  the  Irish  act  of 
the  13th  and  14th  of  his  present  Majesty ; 
and  is  taken  by  all  Irish  Roman  Catholics. 

•'  I,  A.  B.  do  take  Almighty  God^  and 
his  only  son  Jesus  Christy  my  Redeemer,  to 
witness,  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear 
true  allegiance  to  our  most  gracious  sove* 
reign  lord  king  George  the  third,  and  him 
will  defend  to  the  utmost  of  my  pdwer 
against  all  conspiracies  and  attempts  what- 
soever that  shall  be  made  against  his  per- 
son, crown,  and  dignity ;  and  I  will  do 
ray  utmost  endeavour  to  disclose  and  make 
known  to  his  Majesty,  and  his  heirs,  all 
treasons  and  traitorous  conspiracies,  which 
may  be  formed  against  him  or  theni; 
and  I  do  faithfully  promise  to  maintain, 
support,  and  defend,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  his 
Majesty's  family,  against  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  hereby  utterly  re- 
nouncing and  abjuring  any  obedience  or 
allegiance  unto  the  person  taking  upon 
himself  the  style  and  title  of  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  and 
who  since  his  death  is  said  to  have  assum- 
ed the  style  and  title  of  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  name  of  Charles 
the  third,  and  to  any  other  person  claim- 
ing, or  pretending  a  right  to  the  crown  of 
these  realms ;  and  I  do  swear  that  I  do 
reject  and  detest,  as  unchristian  and  im- 
pious to  believe,  that  it  is  lawful  to  murder 
or  destroy  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever, for  or  under  pretence  of  their  being 
heretics,  and  also  that  unchristian  and  im- 
pious principle  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept 
wiih  heretics :  I  further  declare,  that  it  is 
no  article  of  my  faith,  and  that  I  do  re- 
nounce, reject,  and  abjure,  the  opinion 
that  princes  excommunicated  by  the  Pope 
and  council,  or  by  any  authority  of  the 
fee  of  Rome,  or  by  any  authority  what- 
foeveo  may  be  deposed  or  murdered  by 


Justinian  declares,  that  he  acts  contrary 
to  the  law,— who,  confining  himself  to 

their  subjects,  or  b^^  any  person  whatso* 
ever ;  and  I  do  promise,  that  I  will  not  hold, 
maintain,  or  abet,  any  such  opinion,  or  any 
other  opinion,  contrary  to  what  is  expressed 
in  this  declaration :  and  I  do  declare,  that 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or 
any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate,  state,  or 
potentate  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  tern* 
poral  or  civil  jurisdiction,  power,  supe- 
riority, or  pre-eminence,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, within  this  realm ;  and  I  do  so- 
lemnly in  the  presence  of  God,  and  of  hit 
only  Son  Jesus  Christ,  my  Redeemer,  pro- 
fess, testify,  and  declare,  that  I  do  make 
this  declaration,  and  every  part  thereof, 
in  the  plain  and  ordinary  sense  of  the 
words  of  this  oath,  without  any  evasion, 
equivocation,  or  mental  reservation  what- 
ever, and  without  any  dispensation  already 
granted  by  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of 
the  see  of  Rome,  or  any  person  whatever, 
and  without  thinkine  that  I  am,  or  can  be 
acquitted  before  God  or  man,  or  absolved' 
of  this  declaration,  or  any  part  thereof, 
although  the  Pope,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  or  authority  whatsoever,  shall  dis- 
pense with  or  annul  .the  same,  or  declare 
that  it  was  null  and  void  from  the  begia- 
ning.— So  help  me  God/* 

The  next  is  the  oath  and  declaratioii 
prescribed  by  the  Irish  act  of  the  33d  of 
his  present  Majesty,  and  is  taken  by  all 
Irish  Roman  Catholics,  wishing  to  entitle, 
themselves  to  the  benefit  of  that  act. 

"  I,.  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  do 
profess  the  Roman  Catholic  religion/' 

"  1,  A.  B.  do  swear  that  I  do  abjure, 
condemn,  and  detest,  as  unchristian  and 
impious,  the  principle  that  it  is  lawful  to 
murder,  destroy,  or  any  ways  injure  any 
persons  whatsoever,  for  or  under  the  pre* 
tence  of  Being  a  heretic :  and  I  do  declare 
solemnly  before  God,  that  I  believe  that 
no  act  in  itself  unjust,  immoral,  or  wicked, 
can  ever  be  justified  or  excused,  by  or 
under  pretence  or  colour  that  it  was  done 
either  for  the  good  of  the  Church,  or  in 
obedience  to  any  ecclesiastical  power 
whatsoever.  I  also  declare,  that  it  is  not 
an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith,  neither  am 
I  thereby  required  to  believe  orprofest^ 
that  the  Pope  is  infallible,  or  that  I  am 
bound  to  obey  any  order,  in  its  own  nature 
immoral,  though  the  Pope,  or  any  eccle* 
siastical  power,  should  issue  or  direct  sock . 
order  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  I  hold  that  it 
would  be  sinful  in  me  to  p«y  any  respect 


975]     HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  Ue  Earl  qf  D(mougbm)r€'9  Motion  fw  m  [576 


the  letter,  acts  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
interest  of  it ;  and  whosoever,  to  excuse 
himself,  endeavours  fraudulently  to  illude 
the  true  sense  of  a  law,  by  a  rigorous  at- 
tachment to  the  word  of  it,  shall  not  es- 
cape iis  penalties  by  such  prevarications*. 


whoever  swears,  must  do  it  according  to 
the  intention  of  him  to  whom  he  swears^ 
let  the  mode  and  form  of  the  expression 
be  what  it  wiilf . 

In  the  general  council  of  Constance, 
even  where  the  conduct  of  that  assembly 
towards  Huss  is  cited  by  Protestants^  in 

or  obedience  thereto  :    I  further  declare, 
that  I  do  not  believe  that  any  sin  what- 
ever committed  by  me,  can  be  forgiven, 
at  the  mere  will  of  any  Pope,  or  any 
priest,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, but  that  sincere  sorrow  for  past 
sins,  a  firm  and  sincere  resolution  to  avoid 
future  guilt  and  to  atone  to  God,  are  pre- 
vious and  indispensable  requisites  to  estab- 
lish a  well-founded  expectation  of  forgive- 
ness, and  that  any  person  who  receives 
absolution  without  these  previous  requi- 
sites, so  far  from  obtaining  thereby  any 
remission  of  his  sins,  incurs  the  additional 
guilt  of  violating  a  sacrament :  and  1  do 
swear  that  I  will  defend,  to  the  uttermost 
of  my  power,  the  settlement  and  arrange- 
ment of  property  in  this  country,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  now  in  being :    I  do 
hereby  disclaim,  disavow,  and  solemnly 
abjure,  any  intention  to  subvert  the  pre- 
sent Church  establishment,  for  the  purpose 
of  substituting  a  Catholic  establishment  in 
its  stead  :    and  I  do  solemnly  swear,  that 
I  will  not  exercise  any  privilege  to  which 
1  am  or  may  become'  entitled,  to  disturb 
and  weaken  the  Protestant  religion  and 
Protestant  government  in  this  kingdom. 
So  help  me  God/' 

All  our  English  Protestant  colonies 
in  America  revolted  and  joined  France, 
while  Catholic  Canada  was  the  only 
place  which  preserved  its  fidelity,  in 
which  France  could  not  get  a  footing,  and 
the  only  peopled  American  colony  which 
now  belongs  to  us. 

*  "  Non  dttbium  est  in  lege  coromit- 
tere  eum  qui  verba  legis  amplexus  con- 
tra legis  nititur  voluntatem  :  nee  psenas 
iocertaa  legibus  evitabit,  qui  se  contra  juris 
aententiam,  sseva  prerogativa  verborum 
fraudulenter  excusat.^'    Justinian. 

t  "  Quacunque  arte  verborum  quisque 
jurat  Deus,  tamen  qui  conscientisa  testis 
est,  ita  hoc  accipit,  sicut  ille  qui  juratur 
intelligit.''    Isidorui  apud  Oratianum. 


proof  of  the  accusation,  urged  against  Ca- 
tholics, for  breach  of  faith  to  Heretics,-— 
Pope  Martin  the  fifth  declared,  that  it  it 
not  lawful  for  a  man  to  perjure  himself  on 
any  account,  even  for  the  faith ;  it  further 
adds,  *^  let  the  persons  suspected  be  asked» 


S.    Isidorus,    apud    Gratianum,    states,    whether  he,  or  she,  does  not  think  that  all 


wilful  perjury,  committed  upon  any  occa- 
sion whatsoever,  for  the  preservation  of 
one's  life,  or  another  man's,  or  even  for 
the  sake  of  faith,  is  a  mortal  sin." 

If  any  additional  contradiction  were  re- 
quisite, the  behaviour  of  the  illustrious 
empress,  Maria  Theresa,  towards  her  Pro- 
testant subjects  in  Hungary,  must  satisfy 
the  niost  cavil lingdisposition,  as  to  the  sin- 
cerity and  strictness  with  which  a  Catholic 
princess  fulfilled  her  promises,  made  to  a 
body  of  men,  commonly  called  Heretics^ 
in  the  hour  of  distress. 

That  magnanimous  heroine,  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  numerous  and  powerful 
foes,  ready  to  invade  her  dominions,  and 
to  make  her  captive, — armed  the  softer 
and  more  delicate  feelings  of  her  sex  with 
a  manly  and  martial  firmness.  She  took 
in  her  arms  her  infant  son,  and  showing 
him  to  her  subjects  of  every  description, 
'*  Behold  your  prince,"  says  she,  "  unable 
to  guard  you ;  defend  his  rights ;  and  wheo 
be  shall  be  able  to  sway  the  sceptre,  the 
grateful  remembrance  of  your  services 
shall  procure  you  his  favour,  love,  and 
protection." 

Her  Protestant  subjects  of  Hungary 
flocked  to  her  banners,  and,  as  a  reward 
of  their  loyalty,  she  repealed  the  restrict 
tive  laws  which  former  sovereigns  had 
enactecj ;  she  made  it  high  treason  to  mo- 
lest thetn  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion  ; 
this  toleration  Maria  Theresa  began  in  her 
hereditary  kingdoms,  and  Joseph  the  se« 
cond  completed  the  emancipation  all  over 
his  dominions,  by  restoring  his  Christian 
subjects,  of  every  denommation,  to  the 
freedom  and  rights  of  citizens. 

How  different  the  conduct  observed  by 
this  great  princess,  contrasted  with  the 
policy  of  our  Queen  Anne  towards  her 
Irish  subjects.  She  gave  the  death-blow 
to  the  Catholics,  for  having  fought  in  her 
father's  cause,  before  they  could  have  any 
notion  that  she  would  wield  the  sceptre* 
which  had  dropped  from  his  feeble  and 
enervated  hands,  and  even  riveted  the 
chains  of  the  dissenters,  who  had  procured 
her  succession,  by  the  previous  exaltation 
of  her  brother-in-law  to  the  throne*. 


*  1st  of  Anne,   stat.    Jl,    cap 
''An  Act  for  enlarging  the  time  for 
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The  Protestants,  under  king  WtlHaoi, 
fought  much,  for  what  the  Catholics  noir 
humbly  solicit — Emancipation* 

James*  proceeded  on  the  same  plan-in 

the  oath  of  abjuration ;  and  also  for  re- 
capacitating  and  indemnifying  such  per- 
sons as  have  not  taken  the  same  by  a  time 
to  b^  appointed ;  and  for  the  further  secu- 
rity of  her  majesty's  person,  and  the  suc- 
cession of  the  crown  in  the  Protestant  line: 
and  for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  pre- 
tended prince  of  Wales,  and  all  other  pro- 
tenders,  and  their  open  and  secret  ;ibet- 
tors.*' 

3d  Sect.  High  treason  to  attempt,  by 
overt  act  or  deed,  to  alter  the  succession. 

The  remaining  clauses  of  the  Act  ex« 
tend  to  Ireland,  the  provisions  (enacted  io 
England)  for  persons  holdingoffices  there, 
taking  the  oaths  and  declaration  of  the 
13th  William  the  third,  cap.d,  and  1st  of 
Anne»  stat.  I,  cap.  22,  and  3d  of  William 
and  Mary,  cap.  2. 

1 0th  Sect.  No  peer  or  commoner  to  sit 
in  Irish  parliament,  wiUiont  taking  and 
subscribing  the  oath  and  declaration  pre- 
scribed by  Sd  William  and  Mary,  cap.  9. 

*  2d  James  the  first,  cap.  4,  (1604) 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  due  execntion 
of  the  statutes  against  Jesuits,  seminary 
priests,  and  such  like  other  priests,  and 
recusants." 

I  St  Sect.  All  the  statutes  of  Elisabeth 
on  this  subject  are  to  be  strictly  obeyed 
and  enforced. 

2d  Sect.  A  recusant  conforming  hini- 
self  to  the  Church  is  discharged  from  pe- 
nalties. 

3d  Sect.  His  heir  not  being  a  recusant 
and  conforming  to  the  Church,  and  taking 
the  oaths,  is  discharged  from  the  penalties 
arising  from  his  ancestor's  recusancy. 

6th  Sect.  Persons  sending  a  child,  or 
other  person,  abroad  for  the  purpose  of 
instruction  and  education  in  the  Popish 
religion,  to  forfeit  ^.100.  for  each  offence ; 
and  the  child  or  person  so  sent,  made 
liable  to  the  various  disabilities. 

7th  Sect.  Persons  already  abroad  for 
this  purpose,  to  return  within  twelve 
montiis,  or  to  be  subject  to  various  disa- 
bilities. A  provision  made  for  those  who 
do  return. 

dth  Sect.  No  woman  or  child  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  except  sailors  or 
ship  boys. or  apprentices,  or  factors  of 
some  merchant,  that  be  permitted  to  pass 
over  the  seas  without  a  licence  from  the 
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England,  is  has  been  unfortunately  to» 
much  the  system  observed  in  Ireland 
afterwards,  in  spite  of  the  treaty,  or  rather 
armistice  of  Limerick.  This  dreadful 
code  of  oppreasion  was  manifestly  thie 
efiect  of  national  hatred  a^^inst  the  con* 
quered  nation,  whom  the  victors  were  in* 
clined  to  trample  upon.  They  were  not 
the  efiecu  of  their  fears,  but  of  their  seca* 
rity.  What  was  done  then,  was  not  donib 
Ill  II.      I.     ■  I      >i  1—1.^—^—^ 

king's  council,  upon  pain  that  the  officer 
of  the  port,  who  allows  them  to  pass,  shall 
forfeit  the  office  and  his  goods  and  dial* 
tela;  the  owner  of  the  ship  which  carries 
them  forfeiting  the  vessel;  and  twelvf 
montiis  imprisonment  to  the  master  of  tbe 
ship,  and  forfeiture'  of  goods« 

9th  Sect.  Penalty  of  4Qr.  per  dieoa 
upon  any  one  keeping  a  school,  or  being  e 
schoolmaster  out  of  any  of  the  colleges  or 
universities;  unless  it  be^lome  public  or 
free  grammar  school,  or  in  tbe  house  of 
some  nobleman  or  gentleman,  not  being  n 
recusant;  or  the  schoolmaster  being  li« 
censed  by  the  ordinary,  penalty  attaches 
to  tbe  schoolmaster,  as  well  as  the  person 
who  maintains  him. 

The  3d  of  James  the  first,  cap.  4.  (1005) 
entitled  **  An  Act  for  the  better  die* 
covery  and  repressing  Popish  recusants^'*, 
enacts  divert  penalties  on  recusants. 

15th  Sect.  Conuins  the  oath  of  obe^ 
dience,  whioji  is  required  by  all  persons. 
Power  is  give^  to  magistrates  to  call  upon  . 
()ersons  to  declare  on  oath,  whether  they 
are  recusants  or  not ;  and  to  require  every 
one  to  take  the  oath ;  and  heavy  penaU 
ties  enacted  against  those  who  refuse.  " 

Further  provisions  and  penalties  are  en« 
acted  by  the  statute  which  immediately 
follows,  viz.  3d  James  the  first,  cap.  5. 

The  7th,  James  the  first,  cap.  0.  (\&}9») 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  administering  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  reformation  of  mar^ 
ried  women  recusants.*' 

2d  Sect.^  Every  person  above  eigh* 
teen  years  of  age,  to  take  the  bath  sel 
forth  in  3d  of  James  the  first,  cap.  4,  be- 
fore the  persons  specified  in  the  following 
sections : 

29th  Sect  Any  person  refusing  to  take 
the  oath,  wheA  required,  according  to  the 
form  set  forth  in  the  act,  to  be  committed 
to  prison  till  the  assizes,  or  quarter  set* 
sibns,  when  the  oath  is  to  be  again  tendered 
publicly,  and  on  refusal,  they  incur  the  pe«- 
nalty  of  a  premunire,  except  married  wo« 
men»  who  are  to  be  committed  to  pritoa 
till  they  uke  the  oath* 
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in  the  spirit  of  a  contest  between  two  re- 
ligious factions,  but  between  two  adverse 
nations*. 


*  The  ]8t  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  6, 
(1088)  appoints  the  coronation  oath;  the 
form  of  which  is  as  follows  :«— The  Archr 
bishop  or  Bishop  shall  say,  "  Will  you 
solemnly  promise  and  swear  to  govern  the 
people  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  and  the 
dominions  thereto  belonging,  according 
to  the  statutes  in  parliament  agreed  on,  and 
the  laws  and  customs  of  the  same  ?"  The 
King  and  Queen  shall  say,  "  I  solemnly 
promise  so  to  do."  Q,  '*  Will  you  to  your 
power  cause  law  and  justice  in  mercy  to  be 
executedinall  your  judgments?"  A:  *' I 
will."  fi.  "Will  you  to  the  utmost  of 
your  power  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the 
true  profession  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
Protestant  reformed  religion  established 
by  law  ?  and  #ill  you  preserve  unto  the 
bishops  and  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to 
the  churches  committed  to  their  charge, 
all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  by  law 
do  or  shall  appertain  unto  them  or  any  of 
them  ? "  A.  «<  All  this  I  promise  to  do." 
Then  the  King  and  Queen  shall  say, 
"  The  things  which  I  have  here  before 
promised,  I  will  perform  and  keep.  So 
help  me  God." 

The  1st  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  8, 
(1688)  entitled.  "An  Act  for  abrogating 
oaths  of  supremacy  and  allegiance,  and 
appointing  others." 

3(1  Sect.  The  oaths  to  be  taken  in 
same  manner  as  the  former  ones ;  and  the 
following  clauses  enact  penalties  and  dis- 
abilities in  the  same  way  as  the  for* 
mer  acts. 

9th  Sect.  The  oaths  to  be  tendered  at 
three  different  periods,  and  on  the  third 
refusal,  the  party  to  be  deemed  a  Popish 
recusant  convict;  and  to  sufler  all  pains 
and  penalties  accordingly. 

The  1st  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  9, 
immediately  following,  provides  for  re- 
moving Papists  10  miles  from  London,  &c. 

The  1st  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  15, 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  better  securing  the 
government,  and  disarming  Papists,  and  re* 
puted  Papists." 

Nu  Papist  or  reputed  Papist  refusing  to 
take  the  oaths,  &c.  to  be  allowed  to  keep 
arms  ;  or  to  posseiis  a  horse  above  5L  in 
value. 

5th  and  6th  Sect,  enacts  penalty  of  fine 
and  imprisonment  on  those  who  do  not 
deliver  up  their  arms  within  ten  days 
after  refusing  to  take  the  oaths;  or  shall 
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The  revolution  in  the  two  countries 
operated  in  opposite  ways ;  for,  in  Eng^^ , 
land  it  was  the  struggle  of  the  great  bod]^ 
of  the  people  for  the  establishment  of  their 
liberties,  against  the  efibrts  of  a  small  fao 
tion,  who  would  have  oppressed  them; 
whilst  in  Ireland,  it  was  the  establishment 
of  the  power  of  a  faction,  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  civil  liberties  and  property  of  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  people ;  and  at  th» 
e:cpence  of  the  whole. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state* 
that  it  was  a  common  saying  with  the  non- 
jurors at  that  time,  that  the  Pope  was  one 
of  the  innocent  causes  of  the  Revolution  f 
for  at  the  congress,  in  1690,  the  English 
minister  joined  with  the  others  in  makin§p 
a  solemn  declaration,  in  which  they  pro- 
tested before  God,  that  their  intentions 
were  never  to  make  peace  with  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth,  until  he  bad  made  reparation 
to  the  holy  see,  for.  whatever  he  had  acted 
against  it;  and  until  he  had  annulled  all 
his  infamous  proceedings  against  the  hol^t 
father.  Innocent  the  Twelfth. 


hinder  or  disturb  the  persons  who  come  to 
search  for  their  arms. 

1st  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  26.  *'  Act 
to  vest  in  the  two  Universities  the  presen* 
tations  of  benefices  belonging  to  Papistfu'' 

1st  of  William  and  Mary  (2d  session) 
cap.  2.  **  Act  declaring  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  subject,  and  settling  the  sue* 
cession  of  the  crown." 

3d  Sect,  appoints  the  new  oaths  of  alle-' 
giance  and  supremacy. 

9th  Sect.  Papists,  are  debarred  the 
crown.   "^ 

3d  William  and  Mary,  cap.  2.  (1691  > 
*'  Act  for  abrogating  the  oath  of  supremacy' 
in  Ireland  ;  and  appointing  other  oaths. 
This  extends  the  provisions  of  the  several 
former  acts,  as  to  oaths/  penalties,  and 
disabilities,  to  Ireland,  as  well  as  England, 

nth  and  12th  William  the  third,  cap. 
4.  ( >700)  **  Act  for  preventing  the  further 
growth,  of  Popery." 

1st  Sect.  100/.  reward  for  apprehending 
and  convicting  any  Popish  bishop  or  priest^ 
saying  mass. 

3d  Sect.  Inflicts  perpetual  imprison- 
ment on  the  priest  so  convicted. 

4th  Sect.  Papisu  not  taking  the  oaths 
(SOth  Charles  the  second,  cap.  2,)  within 
six  months  after  eighteen  years  of  age,  to 
be  incapable  of  taking  or  inheriting  lands. 

5th  Sect.  Act  not  to  extend  to  saying 
mass  in  a  foreign  minister's  house,  so  as  he 
be  not  a  natural  bom  subject* 
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When  government  subsisted,  as  it  for- 
merly did,  in  an  estate  of  its  own,  with 
large  personal  property,  and  inconsider- 
able revenues  drawn  from  the  industry  of 
the  subject,  then  the  offices  which  existed 
in  such  an  establishment  were  fairly  and 
justly  at  the  disposal  of  the  state.  Of 
course  no  f-xclusive  predilection  could 
then  be  called  a  proscription;  as  it  was 
justified  by  the  salaries  being  paid  out  of 
the  territorial  revenues  of  the  sovereign, 
and  that  almost  the  whole  produce  of  a 
man's  diligent  and  honest  exertions,  re- 
mained in  his  pocket,  for  the  maintenance 
and  support  of  his  family.  But  limes  al- 
ter ;  and  now  that  the  whole  establishment, 
by  a  variety  of  causes  not  necessary  to  be 
examined  at  present,  is  from  private  con- 
tribotion,  the  relative  position  between 
the  government  and  the  subject  also 
changes. 

If  a  great  portion  of  the  labours  of  indi- 
Tiduals  goes  to  the  commonwealth,  and  is 
again  by  the  state  refunded  to  its  members 
through  the  medium  of  places  and  employ- 
ments ;  in  this  revolving  and  renovating 
principle,  from  the  private  to  the  public, 
and  from  the  public  fund  back  again  to 
the  private  purse,  the  families  who  contri- 
bute to  the  exigencies  of  government  are  in- 
demnified, and  a  fair  balance  struck  be- 
tween them. 

Should,  therefore,  a  large  body  of  the 
people,  more  numerous  than  many  foreign 
independant  nations,  be  excluded  from 
the  returning  sfiare  of  their  labours,  the 
withholding  this  circulalion  from  them  is 
oppressive  in  the  extreme;  and  amounts 
in  effect  to  nothing  less  than  a  triple  or 
quadruple  taxation,  which  cannot  fail,  un- 
less compensated  for  in  another  way,  such 
as  by  an  exoneration  from  imposts^  to  be 
roost  keenly  felt  by  them. 

This  I  fear  ministers  will  not  be  wiHincr 
to  admit,  as  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  in 
spite  of  their  religious  scruples,  provided 
the  millions  come  into  the  treasury,  they 
will  not  feel  inclined  to  make  any  nice 
distinction,  still  less  an  objection,  upon  the 
score  of  their  being  the  produce,  either  of 
an  industrious  Catholic,  or  an  active  Pro- 
testant. 

In  drawing  a  parallel  betwixt  the  opi- 
nions professed  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  and  the  present  times,  a  cele- 
brated historian  remarks,,  that  the  Com- 
roons  made  a  sacrifice  to  the  queen  more 
difficult  to  obtain  than  that  of  any  articles 
of  iaith ;  they  voted  a  subsidy  ofTour  shil- 
lings in  the  pound  on  land  i  and  two  ihil- 
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Kngs  and  eight-pence  on  moveables,  togo. 
ther  with  two  fifteenths. 

Now,  it  appears,  that  upon  the  prioci^ 
pies  ministers  are  at  present  proceeding* 
jhey  are  equally  disposed  to  put  the  goo4 
will  of  the  people  to  the  test  on  the  Jat* 
ter  point,  whilst  they  seem  fully  determin* 
ed  to  shut  the  door  of  toleration  on  th€ 
other. 

However  I  may  deplore  the  narrow 
policy  of  the  country,  which  has  so  long 
forced  Catholics  whe  are  anxious  to  distin- 
guish themselves  in  a  more  eminent  de» 
gree,  and  to  gain  a  livelihood  in  more 
exalted  situations  than  is  allowed  them  in 
their  native  land,  to  seek  a  home  abroad 
where  a  similarity  of  religion  made  their 
residence  more  acceptable  to  them— ^till 
this  negative  consolation  was  afforded 
them. 

At  present,  indeed,  the  actaal  state  of 
Europe,  and  the  necessarjp  changes  which 
the  revolution  in  France  has  produced^ 
have  deprived  them  even  of  this  malaii* 
choly  resource.  For  as  loyal  subjects, 
which  I  have  always  found  Catholics  tobe, 
they  must  ever  abhor  serving  a  tyrant, 
and  a  people,  whose  sole  object  is  the  an* 
nihilation  and  ruin  of  their  mother-coun* 
try  :  besides,  if  any  one  should  be  inconsi* 
derate  enough  to  make  the  attempt,  the 
laws,  upon  the  discovery,  would  declare 
him  treasonable. 

Now  to  deprive  a  man  of  the  power  and 
liberty  of  acquiring  a  fortune  or  existence 
by  honest  means,  is  robbing  him  of  the 
rights  of  nature,  more  valuable  even  than 
life  itself;  and,  therefore,  to  him  who 
suffers,  whether  it  be  by  the  hand  of  jae- 
tice,  or  by  the  hand  of  oppression,  it  it 
equally  the  same,  and  neither  gilds  the 
pill,  nor  sweetens  the  bitterness  of  the 
draught. 

Our  constitution  is  not  made  for  grea^ 
general,  and  piroscriptive  exclusions ; 
sooner  or  la^er  it  will  and  must  destroy 
them ;  or  they  will  destroy  the  constita* 
tion. 

Immodicis  brevis  est  eetas,  et  rara  senectus* . 

In  the  Magna  Charta  it  is  provided, 
that  no  man  shall  be  disseized  of  his  libera 
ties  and  free  customs,  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land  ;  meati^ 
ing  clearly  for  some  proved  crime  tried 
and  adjudged.  i 

Neither  heaven  nor  roan  has  granted  e 
power  to  punish  any  one  but  malefactdrs^ 
and  no  one  is  less  open  to  such  an  accu- 
sation, than  he.  who  fellows  the  dictetei  of 
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his  conscience.  To  him  it  is  the  oracle 
of  the  Divinity ;  in  abiding  by  its  pre- 
scription he  imagines  to  please  his  Creator ; 
mistaken,  perhaps  be  may  be^  but  a  mis- 
take is  not  a  crime. 

The  magistrate  who  punishes  an  honest 
peaceable  man  for  following  the  religion 
of  his  education,  and  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience ;  and  the  legislators  who  au- 
thorise him  to  do  so,  both  forget  themselves, 
jind  the  rights  of  mankind. 

We  are  men,  and  roust  live  among  men, 
and^must  make  and  claim  merciful  allow- 
ances for  the  errors  of  fallible  and  pec- 
cable beings,  and  for  that  renitency  of  our 
nature  against  coercion,  which,  if  well 
disciplined,  and  well  directed,  is  in  fact 
the  origin  of  all  liberty. 

Magna  Charta  regards  the  civil  rights 
and  libertijes  of  the  subject,  as  much  a 
fundamental  part  of  the  constitution,  as 
the  establishment  of  the  Church  of  England 
was  thought ;  either  in  the  act  of  king 
William  or  queen  Anne.  ^ 

It  was  not  a  fundamental  part  of  the 
Act  of  Settlement,  at  the  Revolution,  that 
the  state  should  be  Protestant  without  any 
qualification. 

In  no  other  country  in  the  world,  is  the 
religion  so  peculiarly  defined  as  in  this; 
for  till  within  these  few  years,  a  signature 
of  thirty-seven  out  of  thirty-nine  articles 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  toleration 
of  any  other  Protestant  sect 

Now  the  power  that  could  [remove  the 
tests  from  dissenting  Protestants,  was  not 
authorised  to  exercise  it  more  for  the  one 
sect  than  for  the  other;  and,  therefore, 
the  Catholics  ought  to  have  been  equally 
included  in  this  relief;  for  the  legisla- 
ture did  not,  beyond  a  doubt,  mean  to 
guard  the  Church  in  one  part  only,  and 
to  leave  her  defenceless  and  exposed  in 
every  other. 

There  is  no  disability  that  affects  any 
other  class  of  dissenters  which  affects  not 
equally  the  Roman  Catholics,  whilst  there 
arc  several  disabilities  to  which  the  latter 
are  liable,  but  do  not  in  any  respect  affect 
the  former. 

I  should  ha?e  gone  into  more  particu- 
lars, my  lords,  had  I  not  wished  to  con- 
fine myself  most  strictly  to  the  question, 
in  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  security  of 
the  state,  and  which,  I  think,  I  have 
pretty  nearly  explained ;  for  as  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
the  family  of  the  Stuarts  being  extinct, 
renders  it  in  fact  a  dead  letter  of  the  law. 

Unwilling  as  I  am  to  oppress  any  indi- 


vidual, and  still  less  to  stir  up  the  ashes  of 
an  illustrious  and  unfortunate  family,  which 
is  now  no  more  ;  this  reflection,  however, 
presses  itself  so  forcibly  upon  my  mind» 
that  I  cannot  refrain  expressing  it  :<— . 

That  the  Catholics  did  every  thing  for 
the  Stuarts  upon  the  principles  of  heredi- 
tary and  indefeasible  right ;  and  that  they 
did  nothing  for  the  Catholics  except  op- 
pressing them,  and  more  particularly  the 
Irish  of  that  persuasion. 

In  the  reigns  of  both  the  Charles',  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  England  are  allowed  to 
have  been  loyal,  and  sometimes  suffered 
for  their  loyalty  ;  yet  it  was  in  the  latter 
of  these  reigns,  without  any  Jnsurrection 
or  plot  on  the  side  of  the  Catholics,  that 
new  laws  were  ptsssed  against  them,  and 
the  Test  and  Corporation  Acu  made  a  test 
of  their  fidelity.*     This  persecution  was 

*  By  the  3d  Charles  1,  c.  2,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  restrain  the  passing  or  send- 
ing any  to  be  possibly  bred  beyond  the 
seas.''  Whoever  goes  himself,  or  sends 
another  beyond  the  seas,  to  be  trained  up 
in  Popery,  shall  be  disabled  from  suing, 
&c.  shall  lose  all  his  goods,  and  forfeit  all 
his  lands,  &c.  for  life. 

By  the  55ih  Charles  2,  c.  2,(1672)  en- 
titled "  An  Act  to  prevent  danger  which 
may  arise  from  Popish  recusants." 

All  persons,  as  well  peers  as  common* 
crs,  who  have  any  office,  civil  or  military^ 
or  receive  pay,  salary,  or  wages,  under 
any  grant  or  patent  from  the  king — or 
shall  have  command,  or  place  of  trust, 
from  or  under  the  king,  or  by  his  authority, 
or  authority  derived  from  him,  within  the 
realm — or  shall  be  in  the  household— or 
shall  be  in  the  service  or  employ  of  his 
majesty,  or  his  royal  highness  the  duko 
of  York,  and  residing  in  London,  or  within 
thirty  miles  distance,  shall  appear  within  a 
certain  time  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  or 
Kin{^-bench,  and  there  take  the  several 
oaths  of  supremacy  and  allegiance ;  or  the 
oaths  may  be  taken  at  the  quarter  sessions : 
and  the  respective  officers  aforesaid  shall, 
within  a  certain  time,  take  the  sacrament 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  Established 
Church. 

Sect.  2d.  Provides  for  takingthese  oaths, 
and  receiving  the  sacrament,  by  persons 
who  may  thenceforth  be  appointed  to  any 
office,  &c. 

Sect.  4th.  All  persons  refusing  or  neg* 
lecting  to  take  the  oaths,  and  receiving  the 
sacrament,  rendered  and  declared  i 
ble  of  holding  any  office* 
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systematically  carried  on  from  the  reign 
ofking  James  down  to  that  of  queea  Anne 
iiicluded. 

Sect.  5th.  Any  person  continuing  to 
hold  and  execute  his  office,  after  neglect 
or  refusal  to  take  the  oaths  and  the  sacra- 
ment, is  rendered  incapable  of  suing  in 
courts  of  law  or  equity,  of  being  a  guar- 
dian to  a  child,  executor  or  administrator 
of  any  person,  or  taking  any  legacy  or 
deed  of  gift ;  and  shall  forfeit  500/. 

Sect.  8.  If  any  person  not  bred  up  from 
infancy  by  his  parents  in  the  Popish  re- 
ligion, and  professes  himself  a  Popish  re- 
cusant, shall  educate  his  child  in  the  Po- 
pish religion,  he  shall,  upon  conviction, 
be  thenceforth  disabled  from  bearing  any 
office  of  trust  or  profit,  in  church  or  state, 
until  he  shall  be  reconciled  to  the  Church 
of  England,  shall  take  the  oaths  aforesaid, 
and  receive  the  sacrament. 

Sect.  9.  Provides  that  persons  taking 
the  oaths  shall,  at  the  same  time,  sign  a 
declaration  that  they  do  not  believe  the 
doctrine  of  iransubstantiation. 

'^  l,A,h.  do  declare  that  I  do  believe 
there  is  not  any  transubstantiation  in  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  in  the 
elements  of  bread  and  wine,  at  or  after  the 
consecration  thereof  by  any  person  what- 
soever.'^ But  there  is  this  proviso — 
"  that  neither  this  act,  nor  any  thing 
therein  contained,  shall  extend,  be  judged 
or  interpreted,  any  ways  to  hurt  or  preju- 
dice the  peerage  of  any  peerof  thii  realm, 
or  to  take  away  any  right,  power,  privi- 
lege, or  profit,  which  any  person  (being  a 
peer  of  this  realm]  hath  or  ought  to  enjoy 
by  reason  of  bis  peerage,  either  in  time  of 
parliament  or  otherwise  ;  or  to  take  away 
creation-money  or  bills  of  impost ;  nor  to 
take  away,  or  make  void,  any  pension  or 
salary,  granted  by  his  majesty  to  any  per- 
son fur  valuable  and  sufficient  considera- 
tion for  life,  lives  or  years,  other  than 
such  as  relate  to  any  ofiice  or  to  any  place 
of  trust  under  his  majesty,  and  other  than 
pensions  of  bounty  or  voluntary  pensions; 
nor  to  take  away,  or  make  void,  any 
estate  of  inheritance,  granted  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  any  of  his  predecessors,  to  any 
person  or  persons,  of  or  in  any  lands,  rents, 
tithes  and  hereditaments,  not  being  offices ; 
ftor  to  take  away,  or  make  void,  any  pen- 
sion or  salary  already  granted  by  his  ma- 
jesty to  any  person  who  was  instrumental 
in  the  happy  preservation  of  his  sacred 
majesty,  after  the  battle  of  Worcester  in 
the  year  1051,  until  his  Majesty's  arrival 
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Therefore  all  attachment  mast  have 
ceased  ;  besides,  the  sovereign  who  in  the 
hour  of  danger  deserts  his  throne  through 

beyond  the  seas;  nor  to  take  away,  or 
make  void,  the  grant  of  any  office  or  offices 
of -inheritance,  or  any  fee,  salary,  or  re« 
ward,  for  executing  such  office  or  offices, 
or  thereto  any  way  belonging,  granted  by 
his  majesty,  or  any  his  predecessors^  to,  or 
enjoyed,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  en« 
joyed  by  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  take  the  said  oaths,  or 
either  of  them,  or  to  receive  the  sacrament, 
or  to  subscribe  the  declaration  mentioned 
in  this  act,  in  manner  therein  expressed  : 
nevertheless  so  as  such  person  or  persons, 
having  or  enjoying  any  such  office  or. 
offices  of  inheritance,  do»  and  shall  substi* 
tute  and  appoint  his  or  their  sufficient 
deputy  or  deputies  (which  such  officer  or 
officers,  respectively,  are  hereby  empow« 
ered  from  time  to  time  to  make  or  change, 
any  former  law .  or  usage  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding)  to  exercise  the  said  office 
or  offices,  until  such  time  as  the  person  or 
persons,  having  such  office  or  offices,  shall 
voluntarily,  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  be« 
fore  the  lord  chancellor  or  lord  keeper  for 
the  time  being,  or  in  the  court  of  King's* 
bench,  take  the  said  oaths,  and  receive 
the  sacrament,  and  subscribe  the  said  de« 
claration,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall 
happen  to  be  so  appointed,  in  manner 
as  by  this  act  such  officers,  whose  depu<- 
ties  they  be,  are  appointed  to  do ;  and  so 
as  such  deputies  be,  from  time^to  time, 
approved  of  by  the  king's  majesty  under 
the  privy  signet :  but  that  all  and  every 
the  peers  of  this  realm  shall  have,  holoj 
and  enjoy  what  is  provided  for  as  afore- 
said ;  and  all  and  every  other  person  or 
persons  before  mentioned,  denoted,  or  in- 
tended  within  this  proviso,  shall  have» 
bold,  and  enjoy,  what  is  provided  for  as 
aforesaid,  notwithstanding  any  incapacity 
or  disability  mentioned  in  this  act.'' 

30th  Charles  the  second,  cap.  2,  en- 
titled, *'  An  Act  for  more  effectually  pre- 
serving the  king's  person  and  government^ 
by  disabling  Papists  from  sitting  in  either 
House  of  Parliament." 

Sect.  1  and  2,  provide  no  peer  or  com* 
moner  shall  sit  in  parliament,,  or  vote 
therein,  until  he  has  taken  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy,  in  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  act,  and  subscribed  m 
declaration. 

3d  Sect.  Contains  the  declaration  pre- 
scribed for  this  purpose* 
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fear«  and  fiies  for  safety  to  a'foreign  coan- 
try,  leaving  his  subjects  to  shift  for  them- 
selves, thus  depriving  them  of  their  head 
when  he  is  most  wanted,  virtually  abdi- 
cates the  crown,  dissolves  all  ties  of  alle- 
giance, and  consequently  sanctions  any 
act  they  may  adopt  for  making  a  new 
election,  by  breaking  his  faith  and  forfeit- 
ing their  confidence. 
I    It  is  a  maxim  of  prudence,  if  not  of 


''  I,  A,  B.  do  solemnly  and  sincerely,  in 
the  presence  of  God,  profess,  testify,  and 
declare,  that  in  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  there  is  not  ftny  transub* 
stantiation  of  the  elements  of  bread  and 
wine  into  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  at 
or  after  the  consecration  thereof  by  any 
person  whatsoever ;  and  that  the  invoca- 
tion or  adoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  or 
any  other  saint,  and  the  sacrifice  of  the 
mass,  as  they  are  now  used  in  the  Church 
of  Rome,  are  superstitious  and  idolatrous. 
And  I  do  solemnly,  and  in  the  presence  of 
God,  profess,  testify,  and  declare,  that  I 
do  make  this,  declaration  and  every  part 
thereof,  in  the  plain  and  ordinary  sense  of 
the  words  read  unto  me,  as  they  are  com- 
monly understood  by  English  Protestants, 
without  any  evasion,  equivocation,  or 
mental  reservation  whatsoever,  and  with- 
out any  dispensation  already  granted  me 
for  this  purpose,  by  the  Pope  or  any  other 
authority,  or  person  whatsoever,  or  with- 
out any  hope  of  any  such  dispensation, 
from  any  person  or  authority  whatsoever, 
or  without  thinking  that  I  am  or  can  be 
acquitted  before  God  or  man,  or  absolved 
of  this  declaration  or  any  part  thereof, 
although  the  Pope  or  any  other  person  or 
persons,  or  power  whatsoever,  should  dis- 
pense with  or  annul  the  same,  or  declare 
that  it  was  null  or  void  from  the  be- 
ginning." 

5th  Sect  No  peer  or  member  of  par- 
liament,  who  has  not  taken  the  oaths,  and 
subscribed  the  declaration,  and  no  Popish 
recusant  shall  come  into  the  royal  pre- 
sence. 

6th  Sect.  Persons  offending,  to  be  con- 
sidered Popish  recusants  convict,  and  sub- 
jected to  the  penalties  and  disabilities  at- 
tending the  same. 

7th  Sect.  Either  House  of  Parliament 
may  cause  any  of  their  members  to  make 
the  preceding  subscription  and  declaration 
on  oath. 

10th  Sect.  Contains  a  provision,  allow- 
ing the  queen  to  retain  eighteen  Popish 
senrants. 
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law,  that  no  man  should  direct,  what  he 
has  neither  the  power,  capability,  or  in- 
clination, to  defend  or  protect.  Where 
no  reasonable  obstacle  exists ;  that  is  to 
say,  where  no  encroachment  can  be  fear- 
ed, as  we  have  always  the  means  of  creat- 
ing preventative  laws,  to  secure  the  bul- 
wark of  our  own  Church,  upon  which 
point  I  am  most  strenuous,  and  with  which 
qualifications  I  wish  clearly  to  be  under- 
stood as  giving  my  assent,  I  cannot  see 
any  danger  as  liable  to  ensue  in  acceding 
to  the  prayer  contained  in  the  Petition ; 
especially  when  the  greatest  part  of  the 
tenets,  and  most  of  the  ceremonies  of  both 
Churches,  are  so  nearly  allied,  as  to  be 
considered  by  other  Protestant  sects  as 
sisters  of  the  same  family;  and  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  iu  constant  harmony  with 
each  other. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  legislators,  who 
devise  laws,  to  read  in  the  minds  of  other 
toen  the  doubts  which  may  arise  con- 
cerning the  force  and  sense  of  some  ex- 
pressions. Hence  new  acts  are  constantly 
made,  amending  and  explaining  former 
ones. 

Though  we  have  not  the  same  number 
of  sacraments,  yet,  except  one,  we  observe 
the  forms  of  all  the  others;  and  althoagh 
auricular  confession  is  not  enjoined,  it  is 
strongly  recommended. 

And  even  in  our  service  of  the  visitation 
of  the  sick,  the  complete  absolution  of  the 
Catholic  priests,  copied  word  for  word 
from  their  ritual,  is  to  he  foond.— -This 
same  remark  holds  equally  good  with  the 
greatest  part  of  our  liturgy.* 


*  The  Visitation  of  the  Sick. 
Then  shall  the  minister  examine  whe- 
ther he  repent  him  truly  of  his  sins,  «nd 
be  in  charity  with  all  the  world ;  exhort- 
ing him  to  forgive  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart  all  persons  that  have  offended  him, 
and  if  he  hath  offended  any  other,  to  ask 
them  forgiveness ;  and  where  he  hath  done 
injury  or  wrong  to  any  man,  that  he  make 
amends  to  the  uttermost  of  his  power. 

Here  shall  the  sick  person  be  moved  to 
make  a  special  confession  of  his  sins,  if  be 
feel  his  conscience  troubled  with  any 
weighty  matter.  After  which  confession 
the  priest  shall  absolve  him  (if  he  hombly 
and  heartily  desire  it)  after  this  sort. 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  left 
power  to  his  Church  to  absolve  all  sinners 
who  truly  repent,  and  believe  in  him ;  of 
his  great  mercy  forgire  thee  thine  eAiiee»j 
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Their  canon  law  is  still,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, the  rule  of  our  judications ;  we  have 
our  spiritual  consistorial  courts^  decrees, 
and  ceremonies  from  them. 

We  have  our  subordinate  church  go- 
vernments ;  our  primates,  prelates,  arch- 
bishops and  bishops,  deans,  prebendaries, 
canons,  and  other  dignities;  provinces, 
dioceses,  parishes ;  cathedrals  and  com- 
mon churches ;  benefices,  tithes,  perqui- 
sites, Easter-dues,  and  free-will  offerings. 

I  am  certainly  not  one  of  those,  who 
can  admit  that  discordance  of  religion  is 
enough  to  render  men  unfit  to  act  toge- 
ther in  public  stations. 

The  legislators  had  better  direct  their 
tests  against  the  political  principles  which 
they  wish  to  exclude,  than  to  encounter 
them  through  the  medium  of  religious 
tenets. 

Montesquieu  says,  penal  laws  ought  to 
be  avoided  ;n  respect  to  treligion ;  they 
imprint  fear,  it  is  true  ;  but  as  religion  has 
also  penal  laws  which  inspire  fear,  the  one 
is  effiiced  by  the  other ;  and  between 
these  two  different  kinds  of  fear,  the  mind 
becomes  hardened. 

Political  disabilities,  founded  on  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  matters  of  religions 
belief,  are  ready  instruments  in  the  hands 
of  the  factious  and  disaffected;  and  such 
invidious  and  unjust  distinctions  must  ever, 
more  or  less,  keep  up  animosities  destruc- 
tive of  social  happiness  and  social  peace ; 
it  is,  therefore,  just,  expedient,  and  neces- 
sary, to  remove  them. 

Every  day  confirms  this  statement;  and 
shews  as  well  the  impolicy,  as  the  incon- 
sistency of  our  system.     Did  we  not  send 

and  by  his  authority  committed  to  me,  I 
absolve  thee  from  all  thy  sins,  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 

The  Absolution  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Priest  is  as  follows  : 

"  Miseriatur  tui  omnipotens  Deus  et  di- 
missis  peccatis  tuls  perducat  te  ad  vitam 
aeiernam.     Amen." 

"  Indulgentiam,  ahsolutionem,  et  remis- 
sionem  peccatorum  tuorum  tribuat  tibi  om- 
nipotens,  et  misericors  Dominus.    Amen." 

"  Dominus  Noster  Jesus  Christus  te  ab- 
solvat;  e  ego  auctorltate  ipsius  te  absolvo 
ab  omni  vinculo  excommunicationis  (sus- 
pensionis)  et  interdicti,  in  quantum  pos- 
sum, et  tu  indiges.  Deinde  e^o  te  absolvo 
a  peccatis  tuis,  in  nomine  ratris  •{«  et 
Filii,  et  Spiritus  Sancti,    Amen." 


our  troops  to  prop  up  in  Italy  what  we^ 
constantly  wish  to  extirpate,  oppress,  and. 
coerce  here  ?  Did  we  not  succour  the  Pope 
with  our  fleet  and  armies  ?  Do  we  not  act 
with,  and  assist  the  Portuguese  and  Spa* 
nish  Catholics,  endeavouring  to  protect 
them  against  the  grasping  ambition  of 
France,  which  has  aspired  to  monopolise 
all  other  powers  in  the  world ;  or,  at  least, 
to  make  them  subservient  to  her  own  po« 
litical  views  ?  What  are  we  fighting  for? 
The  maintenance  and  defence  of  Catholic 
religion  and  property  all  over  Europe. 
Why  then,  my  lords,  at  the  very  moment 
we  are  making  these  protestations  and  ex« 
ertions,  in  the  same  breath  our  acts  al 
home  belie  the  sincerity  of  them. 

My  lords,  I  may  be  warm  on  the  sub* 
ject,  but  I  am  pleading  the  cause  of  some 
millions  of  people,  who  are  deprived  of 
many  rights  of  citizens,  and  oY  course  the 
greatest  part  of  their  interests  in  the  con* 
stitution,  to  which  they  were  born  ;  which 
is  certainly  not  conformable  to  the  de* 
dared  principles  of  the  Revolution. 

I  have  heard  it  stated  by  some  that  this 
was  not  the  moment  for  granting  what 
they  ask ;  my  answer  >^to  those  persons  is« 
that  without  limitations,  which  can  only 
be  taken  into  consideration  when  we  go 
into  a  committee— -certainly  not.  But  if 
it  be  either  a  matter  of  prudence  or  right, 
the  sooner  this  act  of  justice  or  grace  is 
done  the  better. 

Others  object  that  the  moment  is  not  fa* 
vourable,  on  account  of  the  turbulence 
and  disaffection  of  many ;  to  them  it  may 
be  remarked, — that  a  man  may  possibly  be 
mutinous  and  seditious  without  any  griev- 
ance; but  no  one  will  seriously  assert, 
that  when  people  are  of  a  turbulent  spirit, 
the  be6t  way  to  keep  them  in  order  is  to 
furnish  them  with  real  cause  of  complaint. 

The  Catholics  being  by  far  the  most 
numerous  body  of  men  in  Ireland,  the  of- 
fences against  the  laws  must  be  most  fre- 
quently found  amongst  them ;  but  the  pu« 
nishment  for  such  offences  cannot  war- 
rant  any  inference  against  that  description 
of  religion,  or  its  influence  upon  politics. 
It  is  the  crime,  not  the  religion,  of  the 
criminal,  which  disturbs  the  peace  of  the 
state,  and  is  punishable  by  law. 

My  lords,  I  fear  I  have  trespassed  much 
upon  your  indulgence;  but  I  could  not 
resist  stating  my  opinions,  which  are  the 
result  of  long  reflection,  and  the  warm  in* 
terest  I  must  constantly  feel  for  every 
class  of  my  fellow-subjects,  and  for  none 
more  particularly  than  fur  a  respectable 
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found  warmly  and  truly  attached  to  their 
•overeign  and  country,  in  spite  of  their 
disabilities;  and  no  one  can  deny  that 
civil  incapacity  is  accompanied  with  dis- 
grace during  life;  without  even  posthumous 
renown. 

Whenever  I  knew  of  an  English,  Scotch, 
or  Irish  seminary,  existing  on  any  part  of 
the  continent  I  happened  to  pass  through, 
I  made  it  a  point  constantly  to  visit  them ; 
when  the  most  unfeigned  marks  of  devo- 
tion and  attachment  to  my  family,  and  to 
their  countrymen,  were,  at  all  times,  most 
unequivocally  evinced.  In  many  I  have 
observed,  and  particnilarly  at  Rome,  the 
pictures  of  their  Majesties  exhibited  in 
their  public  halls,  as  an  incontrovertible 
testimony  of  their  loyalty  and  allegiance. 
These  sentiments  are  the  consequence  of 
diligent,  constant,  and  serious  enquiry,  and 
have  been  greatly  influenced  by^deep  and 
religious  meditation.  » 

Since  the  last  time  1  ventured  to  intrude 
myself  upon  the  attention  of  this  House, 
domestic  calamities  and  serious  indisposi- 
tion have  almost  constantly  visited  me ;  it 
is  in  such  moments  as  those,  my  lords, 
when  it  appeared  a  few  instants  would  se- 
parate me  for  ever  from  this  mortal  life, 
and  the  hopes  of  a  better  consoled  me  in 
the  hour  of  anguish  and  sorrow,  that  all 
prejudices  cease,  and  that  man  views  hu- 
man events,  unbiassed  by  prepossession,  in 
their  true  light,  inspired  with  Christian 
charity,  and  calmed  by  a  confident  resig- 
nation on  the  mercy  of  the  Omnipotent : 
at  these  times,  when  one  may  be  almost 
said  to  stand  face  to  face  with  one's 
Creator,  I  have  frequently  asked  myself^ 
what  preference  I  could  urge  in  my  fa- 
vour, to  my  Redeemer,  over  my  fellow- 
creatures,  in  whose  sight  all  well-inten- 
tioned and  well-inclined  men  have  an 
equal  claim  to  his  mercy  ?  The  answer  of 
my  conscience  always  was :  Follow  the  di- 
rections of  your  Divine  Master ;  love  one 
another,  and  do  not  unto  others  what  you 
would  not  have  them  do  unto  you  :  and 
upon  this  doctrine  1  am  acting. 

The  present  life  cannot  be  the  boundary 
of  our  destination  ;  it  is  but  the  first  stage, 
the  infancy  of  our  existence  ;  it  is  a  mino-. 
rity,  during  which  we  are  to  prepare  for 
more  noble  occupations;  and  the  more 
faithfully  we  discharge  our  duties  here  be- 
low, the  more  exalted  will  be  the  degree 
of  protection  and  felicity  we  may  hope  to 
attain  hereafter. 

How^hoald  I  feel  if  I  were  excluded 


This  is  a  question  that  in  my  opinion  can 
be  answered  but  in  one  way ;  especially 
convinced  as  I  am  that  civil  immunities, 
guarded  by  mild  and  secure  boundaries, 
cannot  endanger  either  church  or  state. 

Lost,  indeed,  must  that  Church  be, 
whose  only  existence  could  depend  upon 
depriving  any  body  of  men,  from  a  faithful 
and  firm  adherence  to  their  own  conscien- 
tious  and  religious  opinions ;  of  their  liber- 
ties and  free  customs,  and  reduce  them  to 
a  state  of  civil  servitude. 

Should  the  safety  of  the  Church  be  ut- 
terly inconsistent  with  all  the  civil  rights 
of  the  far  larger  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
a  country,  that  Church  would  be,  not  only 
in  the  most  deplorable  state,  but  likewise 
in  the  most  imminent  danger. 

Such  are  not,  however,  my  fears,  I  con- 
fess ;  and  I  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant,  when  the  good  sense  and  modera* 
tion  of  all  parties  will^  mutually  yield  ; 
then,  all  exclusive  systems  will  be  blotted 
out  from  our  civil  code  ;  and  the  ui^ion  of 
the  two  countries  will  not  be  found  merely 
to  exist  in  an  act  of  parliament,  but  to' 
dwell  in  the  hearts  of  every  Englishman 
and  Irishman,  under  whatever  civil  or  re* ' 
ligious  denomination  it  may  be  at  present. 

Much,  certainly,  depend  upon  tne  Irish 
themselves.  It  is  the  duty  of  their  en* 
lightened  nobility  and  gentry,  to  impress 
on  the  minds  of  the  rest  of  their  brethren, 
that  it  is  by  their  own  moderation  and 
obedience,  even  for  a  time  under  their 
present  difficulties  and  inconveniences; 
that  they  will  acquire  additional  claims  to 
the  confidence  of  the  legislature  I  will  not 
say,  as  that  they  have  sufficiently  merite<l  ; 
but  to  their  further  kindness  and  conside- 
ration.*   The  clergy  should,  after  the  de« 

*  Sir  John  Davis,  the  Attorney  Gerteral 
of  James  the  First,  speaking  of  the  Irish 
says :  **  The  Irish  are  more  fearful  to 
oflend  the  law  than  the  English,  or  any 
nation  whatsoever ;  in  the  condition  of 
subjects  they  will  gladly  continue  without 
desertion,  or  adhering  to  any  other  lord  or 
king  as  long  as  they  may  be  protected  and 
justly  govei  nedy  without  oppression  on  the 
one  side,  or  impunity  on  the  other,  for 
there  is  no  nation  of  people  under  the  sun, 
that  doth  love  equal  and  indifierent  justice 
better  than  the  Irish,  or  will  be  better  sa-^ 
tis6ed  with  the  execution  thereof,  although 
it  be  against  themselves,  so  as  they  may 
have  the  protection  and  benefit  of  the  la«t» 
when  upon  just  cause  they  do  deaenre  it.'*^ 
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clarations  which  they  have  poblithed  and  | 
circolated,  instruct  and  encourage  their 
flocks  in  the  duties  of  Christian  submission, 
fbr  which  they  have  an  additional  stimulus 
from  motives  of  personal  pride  ;  for  as  far 
back  as  the  year  \^i^,  their  hierarchy  was 
considered  one  of  the  first  and  most  inde- 
[>endent. 

At  the  council  of  Constance,  the  British 
ambassadors  owed  their  rank  and  prece- 
dcnce  to  the  king  of  England,  only  as 
kinflT  of  Ireland ;  which  was  considered  as 
one  of  the  four  empires  in  Europe,  that 
had  not  been  conquered. 

Those  mentioned  were  the  Roman— the 
CoQstantinopolitan — the  Irish— and  the 
Spanish  .*  As  long  as  they  proceed  consti- 

mt^mi^i        11  111  ■— M^— — — .^H— ^— — i— —— » 

*  The  ambassadors  of  England  owed 
their  rank  and  precedence  in  the  Council 
of  Constance  (l^\4,  Henry  the  Fifth)  to 
the  title  which  the  Popes  conferred  on 
their  sovereigns  as  lords  of  Ireland,  they 
would  not  be  allowed  to  take  place  or  rank 
at^mbassadors  of  a  nation,  the  advocates 
of  France  inaisting^that  as  being  conquered 
by  the  Romans,  again  subdued  by  the 
Saxons,  who  were  tributaries  of  the  Ger- 
man empire,  and  never  governed  by  na- 
tive sovereigns,  they  should  take  place  as 
a  branch  of  the  empire  only ;  not  as  a  free 
nation:  for  they  added,  it  is  evident  from 
Albertus  Magnus,  and  Bartholomew  Glan- 
Tille,  that  the  world  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  (for  Ame- 
rica was  not  then  discovered)  Europe  was 
divided  into  four  parts,  the  Roman,  the 
Constantinopolitan,  the  Irish,  and  the 
Spanish.  But  the  English  advocates  ad- 
mitting the  force  of  these  alleprations, 
claimed  their  precedence  from  Henry's 
being  monarch  of  Ireland  only,  and  it  was 
accordingly  granted/* 

"  At  a  very  early  period  Christianity 
made  a  rapid  progress  in  Ireland  ;  and  on 
the  arrival  of  Magonius,  or  (as  he  is  gene- 
rally called)  Patrick,  he  found  an  hierar- 
chy, which  for  a  time  seemed  very  un- 
willing to  acknowledge  his  superiority. 
By  Asiatic  or  African  missionaries,  or 
through  them  by  Spanish  ones,  were  the 
Irish,  probably  first  instructed  in  Chris- 
tianity, because  their  connections  by  trade 
were  greater  with  these  than  the  Romans; 
and  because  they  rigidly  adhered  to  their 
customs,  as  to  the  tonsure,  and  the  time  of 
celebrating  of  Easter.  It  is  at  least  evi- 
dent, that  in  these  customs  they  differed 
from  Rome,  and  that  for  more  than  two 
centuries  after  the  death  of  Sr.  Patrick : 
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tutionally,  and  lay  their  repretentationf 
respectfully  before  their  sovereign  and 
parliament,  I  shall  feel    myself   bound 

though  in  matters  of  doctrine  and  faith; 
both  were  in  the  most  perfect  unison.  Add 
to  this,  the  Irish  Church  preserved  privi- 
leges and  immunities  peculiar  to  itself.* 
Archbishops  and  bishops  were  appointed 
without  consulting  Rome  ;  bishops  were 
multiplied  at  the  wills  of  the  metropolis 
tans ;  they  consecrated  bishops  for  foreign 
missions,  and  these  missionaries,  in  many 
instances  of  discipline,  opposed  the  man^ 
dates  of  Rome ;  as  Columba  in  Scotland/ 
Finian  and  Colman  in  England,  Collum* 
banus  in  France,  St.  Gall  in  Germany,  &c. 

"  For  more  than  five  centuries  after  the 
death  of  St  Patrick,  scarcely  any  vestiges 
of  a  correspondence  between  Rome  and 
Ireland  can  be  traced ;  and  in  this  inter* 
val.  In  manv  instances,  Rome  looked  upon 
several  of  the  Iriah  missionaries  with  a  jea- 
lous eye.  Though  these  great  immunitiea 
of  the  Irish  Church  were  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and. 
contributed  to  spread  its  doctrines  in  • 
most  rapid  manner,  particularly  in  North' 
Britain,  amongst  the  British  Saxons,  the 
Gauls,  and  the  Germans;  yet  in  the  11th* 
century,  when  paganism  was  totally  abo« 
lished,  these  powers  seemed  too  g^eat,  and 
to  endanger  the  peace  of  the  Church.  The 
Irish  themselves  were  highly  sensible  of 
this,  and  councils  and  synods  were  held 
from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  bring  the 
Church  of  Ireland  to  the  same  subordtna* 
tion  to  Rome  as  those  of  every  other  pare 
of  Europe.  In  the  beginning  of  the  12th 
century,  the  Irish  archbishops  made  a  8ur« 
render  of  their  exclusive  privileges  .to^ 
Rome,  and  measures  were  taken  to  prevail 
on  princes  and  nobility  to  give  up  their 
right  and  nomination  to  archbishoprics  and 
hishoprics.''-^ee  O'Halloran's  History  of 
Ireland. 

*'  At  a  very  early  period  was  Chris« 
tianity  preached  in  Ireland.  The  constant 
enmity  between  this  country  and  ancient 
Rome  prevented  any  friendly  intercourse. 
Doctrine  came  not  immediately  from 
thence  to  Ireland  ;  but  from  the  cnurches 
of  Asia.  The  venerable  Bede  tells,  that 
in  defence  of  the  Irish  time  of  celebrating 
the  feast  of  Easter,  in  opposition  to  that  of 
Rome,  Colman,  the  Irish  bishop  of  Lindis- 
farn,  amongst  other  reasons  declared,  that 
he  had  received  it  from  his  forefathers, 
who  had  sent  him  to  Northumberland  as 
their  bishop ;   and  that  it  was  the  sanus 

(2  0) 
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tteadily  to  support  them  ;  but  from  the 
hour  1  perceive  another  system  to  be 
adopted,  a^  a  friend  of  order  and  a  faith- 
ful subject,  I  shall  then  reluctantly  with- 
draw myself  from  a  cause  in  which  I  can* 

custom,  which  John,  Christ's  especially 
beloved  disciple,  with  all  the  Churches 
under  him,  observed. 
.  "  Afterwards  (in  the  ^th  and  3th  centu- 
Ties)  amongst  the  other  causes  of  St.  Pa* 
trick's  great  influence  over  the  Irish  peo- 
ple, one  was,  his  attention  to  avoid  what- 
ever could  alarm  the  national  pride,  or 
alter  the  established  police  of  the  country. 
As  to  the  first,  we  find  no  hint  at  a  foreign 
supremacy,  during  the  whole  of  his  mis- 
lion^  nor  any  dispute  whatever  about  the 
tonsure,  and  time  of  celebrating  the  feast 
of  Easter ;  though  it  is  most  certain  that 
before,  during,  and  for  two  centuries  after 
bis  death,  the  Irish  Church  adhered  most 
Strictly  to  the  Asiatic  Churches  in  these 
modes  of  discipline. 

"  From  the  remarkabTe  attachment  of 
the  Irish  to  thk  custom  we  have  still 
atronger  proofs  of  the  uncommon  wisdom 
of  Patrick.  He  probably  endeavoured  to 
reconcile  the  Irish  clergy  to  the  practice 
of  the  universal  Church,  and  very  likely 
laboured  also  to  make  them  acknowledge 
the  supremacy  of  Rome,  after  his  establish- 
ment of  Christianity  here.  He  laid  before 
the  consistory  the  dangers  that  he  appre- 
hended from  insisting  on  these  heads,  and 
\fe  must  conclude,  had  the  Pope's  appro- 
bation of  his  conduct ;  since  we  see  that 
upon  his  return,  the  Pope  presented  him 
vrith  a  pallium,  and  that  he  observed  th« 
same  prudent  silence  on  these  matters  as 
he  did  before. 

"  We  have  seen,  in  the  Sd  and  4th  cen- 
turies, no  difierences  whatever  between 
the  Church  of  Rome  and  the  Asiatic 
Churches,  save  about  discipline,  and  this 
was  confined  to  the  tonsure,  and  the  cele- 
bration of  Easter.  The  Irish,  from  politi- 
cal interest,  and  their  dread  of  a  foreign 
yoke,  were  the  eternal  and  avowed  ene- 
mies of  Rome.  Their  hatred  was  as  con- 
spicuous in  the  days  of  Christianity,  as  in 
tl\e  days  of  Paganism  ;  and  it  will  not  be 
now  coTilFoverted,  that  they  owed  not  the 
seeds  of  Christianity  to  Roman  mission- 
aries ;  yet,  and  indeed  it  is  wonderful  to 
be  told,  we  plainly  see  that  in  the  .5ih  cen- 
tury, in  articles  of  faith,  the  Churches  of 
Rome  and  Ireland  were  in  perfect  unison, 
though  it  was  the  first  time  they  met !  We 
see  the  same  mirMuloui  coAformity  ia  the 


not  conceal  my  heart  most  deeply  interest" 
ed,  from  motives  of  the  general  welfart^ 
and  good  of  the  country. 

Let  the  Roman  Catholic  laity  and  priesi! 
hood   warn  their  fellow  subjects  that  if 

beginning,  and  beyond  the  middle,  of  the 
7th  century ;  when  for  the  second  timt 
they  met,  and  not  in  a  friendly  manner. 
The  question  about  Easter  was  agitated  at 
this  time,  both  in  England  and  France, 
with  great  warmth.  The  Irish  are  charged 
with  perverseness  and  wilful  obstinacy,  ia 
this  matter  of  discipline ;  but  not  the  least 
hmt  at 'holding  heterodox  opinions,  either 
theaiselves  or  their  ancestors. 

*  For  a  long  time  afler  the  Irish  Church 
had  submitted  to  the  supremacy  of  Rome, 
the  Popes,  though  they  got  the  power  of 
approving  of  future  Irish  bishops,  had  not 
yet  that  of  nominating  them.'' — See  O'HaU 
loran'a  History. 

"  Although  this  nation  kept  up  a  cor^ 
respondence  with  Rome,  by  whose  mis« 
sionaries  it  was  converted,  yet  our  episco* 
pal  clergy  never  applied  to  that  see  for 
bulls  of  ratification,  provisions,  or  exemp- 
tions. The  whole  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion resided  in  the  see  of  Ardmacha,  and 
there  Rome  generally  left  it,  as  it  was 
originally  granted  to  St.  Patrick.  In  pro* 
cess  of  time,  however,  the  remote  titoation 
of  this  country,  and  the  intervening  dis- 
tractions of  Europe,  cut  off  alLcommuni* 
cation  between  the  two  Churchea^  After 
a  long  interval  of  ISO  years^  it  was  again 
opened.  A  schism  ensued*  It  vf  as  found 
that  the  Scots  (Irish)  either  failed  in  tha 
due  time  of  keeping  Easter,  or  knew  no- 
thing of  the  synodal  decrees  of  Rome,  ia 
the  observation  of  the  paschal  festival.''—* 
Vide  O'Conner's  Dissertations  on  the  His- 
tory of  Ireland. 

''  It  must  be  allowed  that  St.  Patrick, 
who  succeeded  Palladius,  was  the  persojt 
that  had  the  good  fortune  to  convert  the 
body  of  that  nation  (Ireland)  to  Chris* 
tianity  ;  but  he  was  so  far  from  bringing 
them  to  Popery,  that  they  owned  no  juris** 
diction  the  Pope  had  over  them,  but  dif- 
fered from  the  usage  at  Rome,  both  in  ton- 
sure and  in  celebrating  the  feast  of  Easter  ; 
and  were  therefore  counted  schismatics  by 
the  Romanists ;  '  and  although  at  this  day, 
'  their  religion,'  as  my  lord  of  Orrery 
words  it,  '  is  something  that  pins  them 
'  upon  the  Pope's  sleeve  ;    yet  to  the  be- 

*  ginning  it  was  not  so ;  but  their  religioa 

*  was  pure  and  orthodox.' "— ^ee  Cox's 
History  of  Ireland — lotroductioiu 
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they,  tinfortanately,  should  get  irritable, 
and  endeavour  to  separate  from  us,  they 

Could  be  working  their  own  downfall,  as 
ell  as  the  ruin  of  their  sister-kingdom ; 
mnd  that  if,  in  the  midst  of  such  a  confu- 
ttOD,  a  foreign  enemy  were  to  invade 
them^  their  cause  would  be  weakened, 
and  their  total  destruction  follow ;  as  re* 
lief  would  not  be  the  object  of  the  foe,  but 
the  possession  of  all  their  property,  whe- 
ther Catholic  or  Protestant. 

God  forbid  that  such  a  calamity  should 
irisit  OS !  But  at  the  same  time  that  I  give 
this  caution  to  my  Catholic,  let  me  equally 
impress  upon  my  Protestant  friends,  that 
our  cause  would  more  firmly  succeed  by 
promoting  the  happiness  of  the  people,-* 
by  preaching  and  practising  love  and 
anion  ;  than  in  widening  the  breach,  and 
increasing  a  division  by  persecution ; 
which  is  a  principle  of  injustice,  and  not 
a  mistaken  conscience,  begetting  fanati- 
cism, and  propagating,  instead  of  suppress* 
ing,  opinions  of  discordance.* 

*  GanganelH's  Thoughu  on  Toleration. 

Lett.  5.  4. 

*'  The  great  misfortune  in  this  case  is 
that  some  people  confound  religion  with 
her  ministers,  and  make  her  responsible 
ibr  their  faults.  It  never  was  religion,  but 
false  zeal  pretending  to  imitate  her,  that 
seized  fire  and  sword  to  compel  heretics  to 
abjure  their  errors,  and  Jews  to  become 
Christians.  There  were  formerly  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Church  false  zealots,  who 
contended  for  things  not  interesting  to  the 
faith,  of  whom  ecclesiastical  history  fur- 
nishes many  examples,  sufficient  to  make 
us  tremble.  For  what  is  more  dreadful 
than  to  see  good  men  fall  victims  to  a  zeal, 
displeasing  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  con- 
demned by  the  Church,  as  equally  hateful 
to  religion  and  the  rights  of  society.  The 
practice  of  Jesus  Christ,  who,  during  his 
residence  on  earth,  bore  patiently  with  the 
Sadducees  and  Samaritans,  the  infidels  and 
schismatics  of  those  times,  obliges  us  to 
support  our  brethren  of  whatever  commu- 
nion they  be,  to  live  peaceably  with  them, 
and  not  to  torment  them  on  account  of 
any  system  of  belief  they  have  adopted. 
If  we  forcibly  enlist  men  into  the  Church, 
we  shall  only  make  them  prevaricators 
and  hypocrites.  The  power  of  the  Church 
is  purely  spiritual ;  and  this  is  so  true, 
that  the  first  Christians  suffered  them- 
selves to  be  butchered,  rather  than  rebel 
against  the  edicts  of  the  heathen  empe- 
rors f   and  our  blessed  Redeemer  himself. 
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If  we  are  united  among  ourselves,  by 
the  consciousness  that  we  have  all  equat 
rights  in  the  constitution,  we  need  dread 
neither  foreign  nor  domestic  foe ;  and  tha 
interest  every  man  will  then  take  in  the 
welfare  of  the  empire,  must  give  an  addi«' 
tional  stimulus  to  his  industry  and  to  hit 
exertions.    These  are  my  sentiments. 

I  have,  for  particular  reasons,  studiously 
avoided  touching  upon  the  Coronation 
Oath,  not  from  want  of  having  formed 
my  opinion  upon  that  subject ;  but  from 
motives  of  personal  respect  and  delicacy. 

But  one  remark  I  cannot  refrain  from 
making;  and  if  I  am  out  of  order,  I  beg 
the  learned  lord  to  signify  it  to  me,  when 
I  shall  instantly  desist. 

Much  has  been  said  relative  to  the  re- 
pugnance shown  to  the  measure  in  a  cer- 
tain quarter.  Should  this  repugnance  hava 
proceeded  from  considerations  of  religious 
and  prudential  motives  warring  together, 
may  not  the  indisposition  which  most 
deeply  affects  us  all,  and  none  more  par* 
ticularly  than  myself,  have  been  occasion- 
ed by  them  ?  By  removing  these  obsta« 
cles,  might  we  not  pave  the  way  and  opeti 
a  gleam  for  a  perfect  recovery  ? 

This  is  a  mystery  which  can  only  be 
known  by  the  Great  Disposer  of  all  human' 
events,  who  alone  has  a  right  and  a  power 
to  take  away  that  life  which  he  has  given 
us ;  and  therefore  to  his  will  we  must  pa- 
tiently submit,  but  with  pious  resignation 
hope  for  the  best  I  could  not,  however, 
have  brought  my  mind  to  have  conclud* 
ed,  without  mentioning  this  consideration.. 

And  now,  having  fulfilled  conscienti- 
ously my  duty  towards  my  country,  I 
shall  in  my  turn  listen  to  the  further  dis« 
cussion  of  this  important  question,  with 
the  same  patience  and  attention  with  which 


when  he  prayed  for  his  executioners, 
taught  us  how  his  cause  is  to  be  avenged. 
Had  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  been  al- 
ways careful  to  follow  that  divine  model, 
the  enemies  of  Christianity  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  against  it  the  unjust  reproach 
of  being  a  persecutor.  The  Church  al- 
ways disavowed  those  impetuous  men, 
who,  stirred  up  by  indiscreet  zeal,  treat 
those  who  go  astray  with  asperity :  and 
its  most  holy  bishops,  in  all  times,  solicited 
the  pardon  of  apostates,  desiring  only 
their  conversion.  Men  therefore  ought 
not  to  impute  to  the  Church  those  excesses 
of  which  history  has  preserved  the  me- 
mory, and  which  aie  repugnant  to  tha 
maxims  of  tha  Gospel." 
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your  lordships  have  faTooied  me ;  and  for 
which  I  return  you  my  thanks. 

Lord  Rciudalc'^ln  the  view  which  the 
noble  mover  has  taken  on  this  subject,  and 
that  entertained  by  myself,  the  principal 
difference  is,  that  while  the  noble  earl 
thinks  that  every  restraint  should  be  re- 
moved which  affects  the  Roman  Catholics, 
I,  on  the  contrary,  am  of  opinion  that 
those  restraints  and  securities  formed  by 
the  law  should  remain  in  force ;  nor  am 
I  disposed  to  regret  the  result  of  expe- 
rience on  the  benefit  derived  from  them. 
The  great  objection,  which  is  the  founda- 
tion of  every  other,  to  the  measure  of  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation,  is  the  usurpation  of 
temporal  power  by  spiritual  persons.  It 
is  this  which  first  snook  the  foundation  of 
Popish  supremacy,  and  finally  led  to  the 
Reformation,  aided  by  co-operating  causes. 
It  is  this  subordination  of  civil  to  spiritual 
power,  which  I  must  always  consider  as 
the  great  and  fundamental  objection,  con- 
sidered with  relation  to  the  question.  It  is 
to  be  considered,  that  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion is  the  establishment  of  the  country, 
and  that  this  should  be  supported  and 
maintained,  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
whole  community.  I  can  assure  the  noble 
earl,  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  spe- 
cies of  that  enmity  to  which  he  has  allud- 
ed, or  by  any  dislike  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, as  such,  or  bigoted  attachment  to  the 
Protestants.  I  only  consider  the  safety  of 
the  constitution  of  the  country,  of  which 
the  Protestant  Church  forms  a  part. 
When  it  was  the  policy  of  James  2,  to  fa- 
vour the  ascendancy  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  he  wished  to  give  to  persons  pro- 
fessing that  religion  places  of  trust  under  the 
crown.  For  what  purpose,  but  to  destroy 
the  superiority  of  the  Protestants  ?  Had 
Roman  Catholics  been  placed  in  such  si- 
tuations, would  it  not  have  been  a  breach 
of  those  laws  which  were  deemed  essential 
to  the  security  of  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment ?  Then>  until  I  am  assured  that  se- 
curities equally  firm  sgre  provided,  I  can 
never  accede  to  a  total  removal  of  the  dis- 
qualifications of  which  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies  complain.  After  the  abdication  of 
king  James,  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  call- 
ed to  the  throne  of  these  realms  by  the  Con- 
TentionAct;  and  the  Declaration  of  Rights 
•numerates  a  variety  of  acts,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  realm,  for  a  sovereign  to  perform. 
After  the  accession  of  king  William  and 
queen  Mary,  this  Dedarationof  Rights  was 
converted  into  a  statute.   This  act  I  will 


quote,  to  shew  that  it  was  held  to  be  inconsis- 
tent with  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  th^ 
the  sovereign  of  those  realms  should  profesa 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  or  marry  IP 
Roman  Catholic,  and  that  by  so  doing,  be 
would  be  excluded  from  the  crown.*-* 
(Here  the  noble  lord  read  different  extracts 
from  the  Bill  of  Rights.]-— The  exclusion 
of  the  Catholics  from  political  power  was 
acknowledged  by  James  the  2d  himself 
afterwards,  with  an  express  cohcessioOt 
that  no  Catholic  should  sit  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament,  and  the  succession 
was  at  that  time  provided  for  in  the  Pro* 
testant  line,  excluding  all  branches  which 
were  not  Protestants.  It  seems,  however, 
that  all  those  precautions  and  restrictions^ 
which  your  ancestors  deemed  wise  and 
just,  are  now  to  be  considered  as  upjost 
Your  lordships  all  know,  that  an  oath  waa 
taken  by  the  King  at  his  coronation,  bind* 
ing  him  to  maintain  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion ;  and  that  oath  was  imposed  on  the 
sovereign,  toprevent  him  from  committing 
any  act  which  might  endanger  the  consii- 
tutibn.— (Here  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
read  several  passages  of  the  CoronatioQ 
Oath.) — All  these  precautions  woald  be 
unnecessary,  unless  they  were  intended  to 
impose  on  the  conscience  of  the  sovereign 
an  obligation  not  to  consent  to  any  act 
which  he  might  deem  injurious  to  the  se«* 
curity  of  the  constitution,  or  the  intereste 
of  the  state.  The  question  then  is  simply 
this,  whether  the  proposed  act  is  likely  to 
be  injurious  or  not  ?  And  when  I  find  that 
the  guards  which  are  now  in  existence  to 
protect  the  constitution  have  been  found 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  during  so  long  a 
period,  I  shall  not  be  induced  to  depart 
from  their  security  by  any  speculative  no* 
tions  or  opinions.  It  is  impossible  to  divesi 
a  religious  sect  of  the  character  of  a  poll* 
tical  party ;  in  this  view,  not  only  the  Ca«  ' 
tholics,  but  those  of  the  esteblished  reli* 
gion,  and  the  Scots,  which  dissented  from 
it,  are  to  be  considered  as  political  parties* 
The  question  then  is,  wheth^  these  politi* 
cal  parties,  distinct  from  the  establishment, 
are  to  be  admitted  into  a  share  of  political 
power,  with  safety  to  the  state.  In  an  ab« 
solute  government,  the  prince,  having  the 
complete  controul  over  all  the  parties  io 
the  sUte,  might  admit  any  set  of  men  into 
power,  and  he  could  as  easily  exclude 
them,  if  he  saw  any  occasion  for  doing  so; 
but  in  a  government  like  this*  such  a  mode 
of  conduct  is  absolutely  impossible.  If 
the  Catholics  were  admitted  to  all  the 
places  of  Uuat  and  power  under  the  crowns 


601] 


Comwullee  on  the  Ronum  CalMk  CIomm; 


ApkilSI,  1813. 


[fiOf 


the  consequences  would  be  the  ascendancy 
of  a  hostile  political  party ;  for  it  was  im- 
possible to  be  a  true  Roman  Catholic  with* 
^ut  a  hostile  feeling  towards  Protestants. 
Men  will  be  men — the  desire  of  obtaining 
authority,  power,  and  emolument  will  na- 
turally influence  them  ;  and,  besides  this« 
there  is  another  influence  likely  to  operate 
as  strongly,  namely,  the  belief  that  the  Ca- 
tholic Church  is  the  only  true  one.wThat 
this  unfortunate  persuasion  existed  there 
waa  the  highest  authority  to  prove ;  men  of 
the  first  intellectual  powers,  Mr.  liocke, 
and  others,  had  admitted  that  the  Catholics 
denied  salvation  to  any  persons  out  of  the 
pale  of  their  Church.  The  page  of  history 
shewed  the  unfortunate  conflicts  which  had 
existed  in  Ireland  upon  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion, and  there  had  also  been  struggles  in 
this  country,  which  had  produced  much 
bloodshed.  In  early  life,  I  had  conceived 
that  some  concession  might  be  safely 
granted  to  the  Catholics,  and  their  lord- 
ships would  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  that 
I  have  gone  the  length  which  I  thought 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  state;  but 
further  than  that,  my  mind  is  not  satisfied 
by  any  thing  1  have  heard  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  it  is  right  to  proceed.  I  have 
heard  it  urged,  that  we  support  the  cause 
of  Roman  Catholics  in  Spain  and  Portugal ; 
but  I  cannot  see  any  force  in  that  argu- 
ment, for  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Roman 
Cathoiic  religion  being  exercised,  if  it 
did  not  tend  to  disturb  the  established 
order  of  things  in  this  country.  The  exis- 
tence of  that  religion  is  no  injury,  provided 
it  does  not  interfere  with  the  government 
and  the  constitution  ;  and  therefore  there 
exists  no  reason  against  the  alliance  of  this 
country  with  Spain  and  Portugal.  Besides, 
the  tone  of  the  Catholics  now  was  very 
different  from  what  it  had  been  at  the 
commencement  of  the  concessions  to  them, 
which  were  received  in  the  spirit  of  amity 
and  good-will;  but  the  moment  they 
gained  a  standing-place,  they  assumed  the 
language  of  menace  and  intimidation. 

The  noble  and  learned  lord  then  ad- 
verted to  the  publications  which  were  cir- 
culated by  the  Catholics,  which  he  main- 
tained to  be  full  of  faUhoods  and  misre- 
presentations, and  he  censured  the  dispo- 
sition manifested  to*  rake  up  those  half- 
buried  writings  which  had  formerly  tended 
to  inflame  the  passions  of  the  people. 
Among  others,  he  alluded  to  a  work  en- 
titled "  Ward's  Errata  of  the  Protestant 
Bible,''  a  work  particularly  suited  to  that 
purpose.    You  are  told  that  the  way  to 


prevent  the  eeparation  of  the  two  kiag* 
doms  (so  much  to  be  dreaded)  is  to  graiH 
the  boon  demanded  by  the  Catholics ;  bul 
could  that  prevent  it?  Is  it  by  increasing 
the  political  power  of  a  body  who  havt 
ahewQ  themselves  disposed  to  agitate  tb# 
country?  Would  they  by  increasing 4ho 
means,  diminish  the  disposition  ?  On  tb# 
contrary,  I  think  they  would  greatly  in« 
crease  it ;  and  that  a  concession  on  thai 
ground  would  be  as  unwise  in  the  con* 
sequences  which  were  likely  to  eusoo 
from  it,  as  the  conduct  of  the  Saxons  wai 
in  buying  off  the  Panes  as  often  as  thejr 
invaded  their  territories.  It  has  been  sag« 
gested  by  the  royal  duke  (Sussex)  that  ae 
every  guard  and  security  are  provided,  il 
is  therefore  proper  to  ffo  into  a  committee. 
But  there  is  no  ground  for  supposing  this^ 
for  nothing  less  than  unconditional  con* 
cession  would  satisfy  the  Catholics,  and 
this  they  have  declared  on  various  occrn* 
sions  in  the  most  positive  terms.  It  is  nol 
a  litUe  singular  that  those  who  would  not 
make  the  slightest  concession  on  their  part, 
desire  to  be  put  in  possession  of  situationa 
which  would  give  them  the  patronage  of 
the  Protestant  Church.  They  desire  to  be 
raised  to  places  of  trust  under  the  crown, 
and  yet  will  not  grant  the  crown  the  most 
contracted  negative.  Do  they  not  con* 
demn  themselves  by  refusing  to  concede 
the  Veto  ?  Do  they  not  declare  by  the  re- 
fusal that  they  would  not  place  the  highest 
dignitaries  of  the  Church  from  under  a  fo* 
reign  controul  hostile  to  this  country  ?  And 
do  they,  notwithstanding,  demand  an  ad- 
mission to  power  which  would  give  them 
a  controul  over  the  Protestant  Church  ?  I 
maintain  that  it  would  answer  no  good  pur- 
pose to  go  into  a  committee ;  for,  if  the 
object  of  such  a  measure  is  to  conciliate 
the  Catholics,  it  would  not  be  eflected  by 
any  thing  short  of  entire  and  absolute  con* 
cession,  and  for  the  truth  of  this  assertion, 
I  need  only  refer  your  lordships  to  the 
Resolutions  passed  at  Galway,  at  a  meet* 
ing  where  lord  French  presided. — (Here 
the  noble  lord  read  over  some  of  the  Reso* 
lutions,  which  pledged  the  Catholics  not  to 
vote  for  any  candidate  who  would  not  sup- 
port the  entire  concession  of  the  Catholic 
Claims,  &c.)  For  what  purpose,  then, 
would  their  lordships  go  into  a  committee  ? 
What  have  you  to  consider  there  ?  What 
to  debate  upon  ?  The  simple  end  naked 
question  is,  whether  you  are  prepared  to 
give  all  they  ask,  for  less  than  all  would 
not  satisfy  them  ?  If  this  were  done,  I 
could  not  but  see  great  insecurity  in  it ; 
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for  if  there  exists  a  religious  sect  bound  by 
implicit  obedience  to  their  priests,  that 
obedience  did  not  leave  them  free  agents. 
How  is  it  possible  that  a  set  of  persons 
holding  together  in  such  a  manner,  and 
possessed  of  the  power  they  aspire  to, 
ahould  not  greatly  influence  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  ?  Was  it  likely  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  would  be  sa- 
tisfied  without  their  share  of  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  Church;  and,  if  so,  would 
not  the  establishment  follow  ?  If  then,  you 
are  prepared  to  vote  for  the  motion,  you 
must  be  prepared  to  abandon  that  esta- 
bli8hment«*(Hear,  from  the  ministerial 
side.)— -Nay,  you  would  be  bound  to  do 
to.  In  the  year  1793,  the  late  lord  Clare 
prophetically  said,  that  if  the  legislature 
yielded  one  point,  they  should  go  on  step 
by  step,  until  they  conceded  the  whole  ; 
for  that  nothing  short  of  that  would  satisfy 
the  Roman  Catholics.  For  these  reasons, 
and  under  the  impression  that  entire  con- 
cession was  dangerous  to  the  establish- 
ment, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  resist  the  mo- 
tion. 

[When  lord  Redesdale  sat  down,  the 
marquis  Wellesley  and  the  earl  of  Selkirk 
rising  at  the  same  moment,  some  confu- 
sion ensued  as  to  the  right  of  precedency  ; 
when,  after  some  observations  from  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  the  duke  of  Norfolk ;  the  point  was 
decided  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  declaring,' 
"  upon  his  honour,''  that  the  earl  of  Sel- 
kirk first  caught  the  eye.] 

The  Earl  of  Sclktri^My  lords,  I  feel 
extreme  regret  in  for  a  moment  retarding 
the  speech  of  the  noble  marquis  ;  but  I 
was  anxious  to  declare,  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible, the  grounds  on  which  I  shall  give 
my  vote  this  night  And,  first  of  all,  I 
must  object  to  the  doctrine  just  iaid  down 
by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  has 
preceded  me,  that  if  you  make  the  pro- 
posed concessions  to  the  Romati Catholics, 
you  will,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  sur- 
render to  them  all  the  power  of  the  state. 
But,  my  lords,  for  the  test  of  this  doctrine, 
I  refer  you  to  the  case  of  the  Scotch  Dis- 
senters, and  I  ask  you,  has  any  such  con- 
sequences followed  from  the  arrangements 
in  their  favour,  and  even  the  establish- 
ment of  their  religion,  as  the  national 
Church  of  their  country?  The  noble' and 
learned  lord  has  said,  that  every  religious 
sect  is  a  political  party,  and  that  will  al- 
ways continue  to  act  together  for  their 
own  particular  interest :  this,  I  admit,  will 
be  the  case^  so  long  as  by  any  peculiar  ex- 
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elusions  attaching  on  that  sect,  they  are 
debarred  from  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the 
constitution,  because,  such  exclusion  in*, 
terests  them  in  a  separate  interest,  and 
forms  a  common  bond  of  union  for  their 
mutual  support.  But,  I  ask,  is  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  now  that  is  delivered  from 
such  exclusions,  a  political  party,  with  in* 
terests  or  feelings  hostile  to  the  state? 
Now,  if  the  Roman  Catholics  were  ad* 
mitted,  as  I  sincerely  think  they  ought  to 
be,  to  an  equal  participation  in  the  be« 
nefits  of  the  constitution,  what  induce- 
ment can  they  have  to  form  separate  or 
distinct  interests  from  the  rest  of  their 
fellow-subjects  ?  Depend  on  it,  if  yoa 
place  them  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
rest  of  their  fellow-subjects,  you  will  hear 
no  more  of  them  as  a  separate  body,  with 
different  feelings  or  interests. — But  to  sop* 
pose,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  if  the 
proposed  concessions  to  the  Catholic 
laity,  that .  the  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment of  the  country  would  pass  into  the 
hands  of  the  Catholic  priesthood,  is  a  sort 
of  paradox  which  I  know  not  how  any  ra» 
tional  man  can  entertain  for  a  moment. 

Is  it  a  probable  supposition,  that  when 
the  Catholic    laity    have  placed    before 
them  and  within  their  reach,  personal  ob- 
jects of  interest  and   ambition,  that  they 
will  risk    the  sacrifice  of  those  objects 
merely  for  the  aggrandizement  of  their 
priests  ?  Do  away  those  restrictions  which 
at  present  unite  the  clergy  and  laity  in 
common  cause,  and  you  destroy  the  bond, 
of  union  from  which  you  affect  to  appre* 
hend  so  much  danger ;  for  it  would  be  op- 
posite to  any  thing  known  in  the  history 
of  the  nation,  to  suppose  that  the  laity 
would  sacrifice  advantages  once  obtained, 
and  which  they  so  highly  estimate,  merely 
for  the  aggrandizement  of  their  clergy. 
The  noble  and  learned  lords  apprehend 
that,  if  these  concessions  were  granted,  it 
would  place  a  Catholic  party  in  parlia- 
ment, who  would  not  fail  to  excite  alt 
their  influence  in  hostility  to  the  Protes- 
tant establishment.    But,  my  lords,  let  us 
suppose  that  all  the  hundred  members  re- 
turned to  parliament  for  Ireland,  were  ex- 
clusively Catholic,  how  would  their  weight 
counteract  the  five  hundred  and  fifty  Pro- 
testant members  for  ^England,  upon  any 
question  important  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  latter?    Can  any  thing,  then,  be 
more  absurd  than  to  apprehend  that  any 
practical  injury  to  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment could  arise  on  that  ground. 

Oil  these  groundti  my  lords,  I  think 
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the  civil  diiabilities  of  the  Catholics  oaghl 
to  be  repealed,— at  the  same  time  that  I 
•m  far  from  entertaining  the  tame  tan* 
nine  expectations  with  the  noble  earl  who 
brooght  forward  the  motion,  that  the  effects 
he  predicted  woald  immediately  follows. 
The  noble  earl  says,  yoo  woold  immediately 
attach  to  the  state  the  decided  support 
€f  foar  millions  of  yoar  Catholic  fellow 
•objects,  (inclading  the  whole  of  the  Ca- 
tholic  population  of  Ireland.)  Bat  I  own. 
]  much  doubt  that  such  an  efiecl  of  con- 
cession would  be  so  sudden :  for,  I  iear« 
fcowerer  lamentabfe  the  fact,  it  is  yet  not 
to  be  denied,  that  there  is  a  wide-spread 
ipirit  of  disaffection  amongst  the  lower 
orders  in  Ireland,  to  the  British  ffovem- 
nent,  which  it  must  be  a  work  of  consi- 
derable time  to  eradicate,  and  which  is  not 
•wing  to  the  few  remaining  disabilities 
under  the  penal  laws,  as  they  do  not,  in 
fact,  operate  on  ihe  lower  ordery  and,  con^ 
aequently,  cannot  be  so  suddenly  remoTed 
by  the  repeal  of  those  disabilities.  This 
spirit  is  not  owing  to  the  intolerance  of 
one  minister  or  another,  or  is  it  of  recent 
growth.  We  must  all  admit  the  diMif- 
lection  exists,  nor  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
eflfects  of  the  French  Revolution,  or  the 
cry  of  Parliamentary  Reform.  The  evil 
appears  to  me,  my  lords,  to  grow  out  of 
jnuch  deeper  causes,  and  to  hare  its  roots 
in  historical  events ;  and  it  is,  therefore, 
impossible  to  remove  it  by  any  immediate 
remedy  you  can  apply.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, urge  this  as  an  argument  against  the 
present  Question ;  on  the  contrary,  I  feel 
the  necessity  of  complying  with  it,  and  of 
doing  away  as  speedily,  and  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, all  causes  of  national  discontents  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  The  disaffec- 
tion of  the  lower  orders  in  Ireland  towards 
the  British  government,  appears  to  me  no 
more  than  the  national  cons^uences  of 
that  antipathy  which  a  conquered  nation 
always  feels  against  the  conaueror.  This 
is  a  feeling  natural  to  the  human  mind, 
and  mast  continue  until  all  distrusts  are  re- 
moved, and  friendly  confidence  cultivated. 
In  my  mind,  therefore,  my  lords,  our  po- 
licy should  be  to  do  away  every  thing 
that  can  revive  the  memory  of  former  con- 
flicts; but  I  believe  it  has  been>  unfortu- 
nately, too  much  the  policy  oPthose  who 
have  governed  Ireland,  to  keep  up  distinc- 
tions in  the  country,  and  divide  one  party 
against  the  other.  To  eradicate  the  old 
and  long  cherished  distinctions  between 
Irishman  and  Englishman,  must  be  a  work 
of  time  and  conciliation.    Had  those  dis- 


tinctioni-beentlone  away  with  al  ibt  lioMl 
of  the  Revolution,  we  should  not  at  thiis 
day  have  to  regret  the  misfortunes  whic(i 
have  since  occurred  in  that  country,  and 
the  disaflbctions  in  the  minds  of  the  loweiP 
Irish  towards  tbis»  which  are  still  im» 
abated ;  and  though  I  am  convinced,  my' 
lords,  that  the  concessions  proposed  will 
form  one  great  step  towards  a  consequenca 
so  desirable,  and  though  I  am  equally  per- 
suaded that  time  and  measures  of  leoit/ 
and  conciliation  will  nltimitely  crown  tha 
work,  yet  I  am  not  sanguine  enoogh  to 
expect  such  immediate  and  efihctual  ad«^ 
vantages  from  this  meatore  at  the  nobla 
earl  ao  confidently  predicts. 

Marquis  WeOed^. — ^My  lords;  before 
I  proceed  to  address  yoor  lordships  on  tha 
l^eral  prmciples  of  tha  great  questioa* 
before  us,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
my  astonishmMit  at  some  part  of  tha 
speech  of  the  noble  add  learned  lord  who 
spoke  last  but  one;  and  particularly  at 
tnat  part  in  which  he  has  alluded  to  a  teal' 
which,  he  says,  has  been  imposed  in  an 
Irish  county,  1  think  Gal  way,  m  which  tha 
Catholic  electors  have  enterad  into  Reso* 
lotions  never  to  vote  for  any  parliamentarr 
candidate  who  should  not  pledge  himseu 
not  only  to  support  Catholic  &nancipa- 
tion,  but  also  not  to  accept  or  solicit  for 
Itself  or  any  other  person,  any  office^ 
power,  or  emolument,  under  the  present^ 
administration,  or  any  other,  until  that 
question  be  conceded.  It  seem$,  indeed, 
rather  ludicrous,  that  in  the  noble  lord's 
zeal  to  prevent  the  consideration  of  this 
question,  he  should  have  put  a  topic  of 
this  sort  as  it  were  in  the  very  firont  of  hit 
argument ;  just  as  if  the  county  of  Oalway 
possessed  a  political  influence  so  fotmidfi- 
ble  over  the  rest  of  Ireland,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  relieve  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters from  its  pressure,  by  putting  an  end 
at  once  to  this  great  topic.  As  I  enters 
tain  no  such  apprehensions,  as  those  of 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  fhnn  the  cir« 
cumstance  he  has  stated,  I  cannot  agree 
with  him,  in  the  necessity  of  dismissing 
the  great  question  of  this  night. 

My  lords;  the  question  before  your 
lordships  at  this  moment  is,  whether,  an* 
der  all  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 
of  the  country,  and  with  all  the  Petitions 
that  now  load  your  table,  all  the  repre- 
sentations and  solicitations  which  havo 
been  made  to  you  year  after  year,  all  tha 
agitations  which  this  subject  has  created, 
and  still  contiauos  to  create  in  Ireland^ 
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and  all  the  intreaties  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  wealth  and  population  in  that  coun- 
try. Catholic  and  Protestant,  now  pressing 
on  you  in  favour  of  this  measure ; — with 
opinions,  I  believe,  in  most  parts  of  this 
country,  favourable  to  the  question  ;  at 
least  with  no  manifest  resistance  or  objec- 
tion to  it ;  whether,  I  say,  with  all  these 
considerations  before  you«  your  lordships 
have  made  up  your  minds  to  negative  the 
proposition  this  night  submitted  to  you  by 
the  noble  lord  who  opened  this  debate.  I 
wish,  my  lords,  to  put  the  question  briefly, 
and  I  ask  you  this,  "  Whether  there  is  any 
of  you  who  think  that  this  concession 
ought  not  to  be  made,  or  that  without  it, 
the  Protestant  establishment  would  not  be 
endangered ;  and  whether  the  measure  of 
itself,  would  not  be  a  formidable  bulwark 
to  the  Protestant  establishment  ?  I  ask, 
whether  there  is  one  amongst  those  who 
oppose  this  question,*— (and  God  forbid  I 
should  cast  imputations  upon  the  honour 
or  integrity  of  their  motives  as  public 
men,  for  I  know  that  there  are  not  in  the 
world  more  honourable  men  than  many  of 
them),  yet  I  ask  whether  they  can  face 
their  country  and  the  world,  after  refusing 
to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  great 
question  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  should  he 
the  last  man  to  suggest  or  to  support  any 
measOre  which  I  conceived  injurious  to  the 
Protestant  establishment.  I  feel  it  unne-, 
cessary  for  me  to  repeat  my  own  convic-^ 
tion,  that  the  maintenance  of  the  Establish- 
ed Church  is  essential  to  the  safety  and  to 
the  morals  of  the  community  ;  and  I  con- 
sider some  established  religion  fis  neces- 
sary  to  maintain  the  liberty  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  power,  the  glory,  and  the 
strength  of  the  kifigdom.«>--But,  if  it  is  our 
great  duty  to  pr^ierve  a  religious  esta» 
blisbmenty  it  is  a  primary  doty  to  pre* 
serve  that  of  the  Church  of  England ;  but 
stilly  this  is  not  our  sole  daty  in  our  rela- 
tions to  God  and  man,  but  as  it  is  con- 
nected with  other  duties ;  which  is  in  fact 
the  case  with  all  the  duties  of  civilised  so- 
ciety. I  take  it  ihevt  as  a  first  principle, 
from  which  no  man  will  attempt  to  depart, 
that  the  first  great  object  to  be  considered 
ia  this  case  is  the  general  tranquillity, 
safety,  happiness,  honour,  and  interest  of 
the  whole  community.  I  am  convinced 
of  the  great  fundamental  axiom  that  ouf 
public  duty  must  be  placed  on  the  broad 
aud  strong  foundation  of  the  general  feli- 
city and  security  of  our  empire ;  and  any 
power  exerted  against  this  principle, 
would '  not  be  vigoar,r  but  violeooe.    Vio* 


lence,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  vigour,  but 
above  all,  not  vigour  in  support  of  a  re* 
ligious  establishment.  In  looking  to  the 
foundation  of  such  an  establishment  as 
this,  and  iii  maintaining  it  afterwards,  I 
must  see  that  it  is  congenial  with  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people.  Alt  these  political 
duties  are  connected  with  each  other :  for- 
what  would  become  of  liberty,  without 
submission  to  the  law  ?  Or  what  of  reli- 
gion, without  charity  to  man  ?  and  what 
would  become  of  the  duty  of  man  to  his 
country,  if  he  did  not  maintain  and  sup-- 
|>ort,  as  his  first  duty^  its  established  reli- 
gion ?  Above  all,  it  is  our  immediate  duty 
to  support  the  Church  of  England,  and,  in. 
doing  this,  it  should  be  our  first  object  to 
fix  its  roots  in  the  happiness  and  attach- 
ment of  the  people,  in  order  that  they 
should  be  able  to  contemplate  it  as  perfect 
in  its  discipline;  arrayed  in  dignity^ 
adorned  by  learning ;  pure  and  correct  in 
its  doctrines;  an  object  of  affection  as 
well  as  of  veneration ;  connected  with 
their  civil  rights ;  ameliorating  their  con« 
dition  ;  and  containing  nothing  hostile  to- 
the  security  and  the  glory  of  the  empire. 

.My  lords ;  I  will  venture  to  say,  there - 
is  not  one  of  those  venerable  prelates  who 
sit  opposite  to  me,  (and  I  am  acquainted 
with  many  of  them)  who  will  say,  that  the 
safety  of  the  Church  consists  in  a  disposi- 
tion to  refuse  relief  to  the  oppressions  of 
any  part  of  the  people,  or  that  that  safety 
ought  not  to  be  maintained  with  the  least  of 
all  possible  encroachments  upon  the  civil 
rights  and  enjoyments  of  the  subject. 

My  lords  ;  I  was  anxious  to  clear  the 
view  of  the  main  question  by  stating  these 
few  preliminary  and  fundamental  princi- 
ples, in  which  all  |>ersons  and  parties  are 
agreed,  before  the  House  comes  to  their 
peculiar  application  to  the  whole  of  this 
question  ;  in  order  to  relieve  the  House  by 
the  refutation  of  some  principles,  which 
had  been  held  out,  and  which  stood  as  ob- 
stacles in  their  way. 

I  know,  my  lords,  there  are  different 
opinions  held  respecting  civil  rights,  as 
connected  or  unconnected  with  political 
power ;  but  few  will  hesitate  to  ac- 
knowledge that  there  is  a  difference  be- 
tween political  rights  and  civil  power.  I 
know,  too,  that  it  is  held  by  some  to  be  of 
the  very  essence  of  persecution  to  prohibit 
any  particular  form  of  religious  worship. 
To  suppose  that  persecution  exists  exclu- 
sively in  respect  to  religious  worship,  is  an 
erroneous  doctrine.  Such  prohibitions, 
however^  fafave  been  carried  into  effect  lA* 
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^iflerent  tget,  and  in  states  of  very  differ- 
ent characters,  and  though  it  may  appear 
paradoxical,  I  hesitate  not  to  declare  my 
beh'ef,  that  certain  species  of  religious 
worship  may  be  prohibited  in  many  in- 
stances, in  a  manner  perfectly  consonant 
with  the  welfare  of  the  state,  and  consist- 
ent with  its  political  interests.  I,  how- 
ever, am  far  from  inculcating  persecu- 
tion although  I  yenture  to  say  that 
there  might  be  a  state  of  religion  in  a 
country,  which  it  might  be  the  duty  of  the 
state  to  prohibit.  Religion  is  not  a  mere 
matter  of  commerce  between  man  and  his 
Creator,  but  a  liyel  v  motire  of  public  ac- 
tion, and  however  it  may  become  matter 
of  conscience,  it  must  become  also,  like 
other  things,  a  motive  of  human  conduct, 
end  of  necessity,  a  subject  of  human  laws. 
A  great  many  crimes  have  been  frequently 
committed  under  the  pretence  of  religious 
feeling;  and  sometimes,  undoubtedly, 
vith  a  full,  (however  misguided)  persua- 
sion of  fulfilling  a  conscientious  duty  ; 
and  when  such  principles  become  thus 
embodied  with  human  actions,  it  surely 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  state  to  interfere. 
I  state  these  extremities  with  a  view  to 
probe  this  question  to  the  quick  ;  for 
when  I  hear  it  argued,  that  persecution 
consists  in  prohibiting  religious  worship,  I 
say,  that  the  rule  is,  that  a  state  has  a 
right  to  prohibit  that  of  which  the  prohi* 
bition  is  essential  to  its  security.  This  is 
matter  of  necessity  ;  for,  to  use  the  words 
of  a  learned  lord,  **  necessity  creates  the 
rights— necessity  limits  it,  and  the  very 
instant  you  pa5s  the  bounds  of  that  neces* 
sity,  you  act  unjustly  ;*'  and  if,  after  the 
moment  when  that  necessity  has  ceased  to 
exist,  the  same  measures  of  exclusion  which 
gave  it  birth,  are  still  persisted  in,  from 
that  very  hour,  there  will  revert  to  those, 
on  whom  the  exclusion  operates,  not  an 
absolute  right;  for  this  I  cannot  admit, 
because  there  could  be  no  such  positive 
right,  without  the  fair  means  of  enforcing 
it ;  but  there  does,  in  my  judgment,  re- 
rert  to  them,  the  strongest  possible  claims 
for  relief  from  that  exclusion.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  a  strong  stretch  of 
state  justice  to  say,  that  persons  professing 
a  tolerated  religious  faith,  and  whose  loy- 
alty and  known  principles  are  unimpeach- 
able, should  still  be  designated  as  unfit  to 
be  trusted  in  public  offices. 

I  shall  now,  my  lords,  trouble  your 
lordships  with  a  few  of  those  detailed  con- 
siderations which  this  question  naturally 
suggests ;    and  here  I  must  beg  leave  to 
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lead  your  lordship's  attention  back  to  all 
the  laws  of  which  the  Catholics  complain  ; 
to  the  true  causes  of  such  laws  ;  and  to  in- 
treat  of  you  to  consider  attentively  tho 
times  and  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  enacted  ;  and  then  to  reflect  dispas- 
sionately, in  an  impartial  review  of  tho 
subject.  BJiowing,  as  I  do,  my  lords,  the 
origin,  the  cause,  and  the  state  of  the  laws^ 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  so  fiir 
from  what  the  noble  and  learned  lord  op« 
posite  to  me  has  stated  being  true,  namely, 
that  they  are  inseparable  and  immutable 
parts  of  our  constitution,  I  think  it  wil^  re^ 
quire  very  little  elocution  to  shew  to  your 
I  lordships,  not  only  that  they  are  not  of 
the  description  which  that  noble  lord  has 
given,  but  that  of  all  the  codeAi  of  laws 
that  ever  appeared  in  the  world,  they  are 
the  most  perfectly  reversable  in  all  their 
circumstances,  and  may,  with  the  most 
perfect  safety,  be  overthrown  totally 
under  particular  times  and  occasions,  and 
are  not  fundamental  in  any  part  of  their 
character.  They  were  founded  on  tern* 
porary  expediency,  springing  outof  tran« 
sient  events,  justified  by  immediate  neces* 
sity,  and  by  that  necessity  alone.  I  desire 
your  lordships  to  look  at  the  alterations 
which  those  laws  have  successively  under* 
gone,  as  the  changes  of  times  or  of  circum« 
stances  have  prescribed  ;  and  therefore^ 
if  the  facts  are  as  I  have  described  them, 
Aie  question  comes  to  a  plain  short  issue. 
All  are  agreed,  that  the  Protestant  Esta- 
blished Church  must  be  maintained,  and 
that  in  this  maintenance,  if  necessary,  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  loyal  subject  of  this 
realm,  to  shed  his  blood  ;  not  for  its  main- 
tenance in  name  only,  but  in  fact,  in  all 
its  dignity,  in  all  its  doctrine  and  disci- 
pline, in  the  exercise  of  all  its  grave  and 
venerable  functions,  in  all  majesty,  re- 
verence, and  honour.  But  it  is  now  to  be 
considered,  whether  it  is  essential  to  do 
this,  by  a  system  of  exclusion  aiKl  re- 
straint, upon  many  millions  of  bur  loyal 
fellow  subjects,  within  these  realms  ;  in 
preference  to  the  milder  and  more  Chris- 
tian policy  of  liberality  and  conciliation. 
This  is  the  real  question  for  your  lordships* 
consideration  this  night ;  and  looking  at  it 
with  reference  to  the  present  period,  and 
all  its  concomitant  circumstances,  I  de- 
clare upon  ^my  honour  and  conscierfce, 
that  not  only  the  advancement  of  our  best 
interests,  but  the  prosperity — the  ho- 
nour— the  name,  and  even  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  empire,  depend  upon  the 
just  consideratioii  of  this  question.  I  vrisH 
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to  pat  it'to  your  lordships  distinctly^  as  an 
argument  upon  which  I  shall  rest  what  I 
kaTo  to  address  to  you  this  night,— -whe- 
ther your  lordships  are  sincerely  of  opi- 
nion that  a  'system  of  exclusion  and  re- 
straint—of disqualification  and  proscrip- 
tion, either  continued  or  extended,  or 
whether  a  system  of  conciliation,  benevo- 
lence, harmony  and  peace,  would  be  the 
better  security  for  our  established  reli^ 
gion,  and  for  promoting  the  welfare-— 
the  8afety«-and  the  glory  of  the  British 
empire. 

Thos  ftr,  my  lords,  I  conceive  that  I 
have  carried  with  me,  the  general  assent 
and  acc^aioAcence  of  the  House.  [The  noble 
marquis  bad  been  repeatedly  and  loudly 
cheered  through  every  argument  he  had 
bitberto  urged.]  I  think  with  the  noble 
lord  who  made  the  motion  this  night, 
that  our  deliberations  should  terminate  in 
concession ;  but  I  would  ask  those  who 
differ  from  this  opifiion,  is  it  their  mean- 
ing for  ever  to  close  your  lordships'  doort 
against  these  Roman  Catholic  petitioners? 
But  do  I  call  upon  your  lordships  to  make 
these  concessions  which  I  think  necessary 
—previous  to  all  guards  and  arrange- 
ments ?— No !  All  I  ask  is,  that  the  Peti- 
tions and  claims  of  your  Catholic  fellow- 
aubjects,  which  are  now  upon  your  table, 
supported  as  they  are  by  those  of  the 
Protestant  population,  and  wealth  of  Ire- 
land, may  be  now  taken  into  your  consi- 
deration. True  it  is,  that  I,  as  well  as  the 
noble  earl  who  made  the  motion,  are  de- 
cidedly ftivourable  to  ultimate  conces- 
sion ;  but  it  this  disposition  on  oar  parts 
to  operate  as  an  insurmountable  objection 
to  the  calm  and  impartial  investigation 
and  discussion  of  the  petitioners'  claims? 
It  has  been  said,  that  this  is  a  moment 
when  the  expectations  of  the  Catholics 
have  been  greatly  excited,  and  therefore 
that  concession  would  seem  as  if  the  le- 
gislature were  to  yield  to  turbulence  and 
clamour.  Upon  this  point,  whatever  I 
know,  I  shall  be  silent  at  present ;  but  it 
cannot  be  too  much  to  ask  of  your  lord- 
ships, that  if  you  are  pre-determined  to 
pass  sentence  upon  the  nopei  and  prayers 
of  your  CathoHc  fellow*subjects,  you  will, 
at  least,  mitigate  the  severity  of  that  sen- 
tence— at  least  sanction  your  decision 
under  the  name  and  authority  of  a  full 
parliamentarv  enquiry ;  (Repeated  cheers 
firom  both  sides  of  the  House)  and  instead 
of  appearing  to  mak«  this  a  question  of 
triumph  and  victory,  you  will  make  it  a 
4)oestioa  of  tratbi   and  not  one  merely 


for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  an  adflskiaii* 
tration  to  procure  the  confidence  of  ^tba 
sovereign. 

A  noble  earl  near  me  (earl  Grey)  on  a 
recent  occasion,  in  a  speech  which  waa 
not  lest  eminently  distinguished  for  glow- 
ing  eloquence — for  vigorous  reasonings 
and  classic  taste,  than  for  honest  sincerity 
and  manly  candour,  has  said,—*'  You 
talk  to  me  of  security  against  the  Catho* 
lies !  I  ask  you  to  point  me  out  the  dan* 
ger.''  I  will  even  go  flBirther  and  8ar« 
"  Shew  me  the  present  security  in  with- 
holding what  the  Catholics  claim?  (Cheers 
of  approbation.)  Nearly  the  whole  of 
the  Irish  nation  are  aggrieved  on  accoont 
of  their  religion,  under  the  supposition 
that  that  religion  contains  doctrines  and 
tenets  which  are  dangerous  to  the  state« 
but  which  doctrines  and  tenets  the  Catho- 
lics themselves  deny  and  abjure.  They 
are,  however,  on  this  ground  excluded  ia 
a  certain  degree  from  enjoying  promotioa 
in  the  army,  from  seats  in  parliament»  frook 
the  situation  of  magistrates ;  and  I  ask,  if 
this  not  a  state  more  likely  to  excite  th# 
dangers  apprehended|  than  any  conces- 
sion claimed  by  the  petitioners  ?  The  Cai- 
tholics  of  England,  whose  pacific  demean- 
our no  man  ever  attempted  to  suspect^ 
and  who  had  not  at  least  the  argument  of 
numbers  against  them,  are  in  a  conditioa 
of  still  greater  privations;  and  yet  they 
are  precluded  even  with  greater  severity 
bv  the  same  prescriptive  sentence.  In 
all  the  discussions  upon  this  subject^ 
amongst  the  many  extraordinary  proposi- 
tions I  have  heard  in  defence  of  this 
system^  it  has  been  urged  that  these  re- 
strictions arose  out  of  a  general  role  of 
state,  universal  in  its  operation,  not  acting 
by  favour  or  partiality,  but  without  ex- 
ception: and  it  is  therefore  adced  why 
the  Catholics  in  particular  should  com- 
plain of  hardships  ?  But  it  happens,  un- 
fortunately for  these  who  thus  agree,  thai 
when  the  case  is  examined,  the  tests  re- 
ferred to  are  such  as  the  larger  part  of  the 
people  have  no  objection  to  be  tried  by; 
but  it  is  found  that  those  who  would  seek 
for  seats  in  parliament,  and  eligibility  to 
certain  offices,  are  debarred  by  pzxht^ 
which  some  of  them  cannot  take,  consis- 
tently, with  their  religious  faith,  their 
principles,  or  their  honour.  The  Roman 
Catholics  have  made  a  public  declaration 
of  their  religious  sentiments,  and  published 
it  to  the  world ;  but  still  the  barrier  ia 
opposed  to  them,  unless  they  do  that 
which  amounts  to  an  abandonment  of 
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their  reliffioas  creed,  end  the  poml  re* 
peatedly  insisted  on  is,  that  they  have 
no  right  to  complain,  becauae  the  test  is 
^mposed  apon  all  sabjects. 

Such  then  is  this  e<juality  of  operation ! 
Here  we  find  exemplified  this  boasted  ab- 
sence of  all  partiality !  The  noble  earl 
opposite  to  me  shakes  his  head;  but  I 
will  endeavour  to  satisfy  his  doubts  of  my 
argament,  by  patting  a  case,— > 

Suppose  for  mstance,  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  were  vacant,  as  it  was 
a  short  time  since,  and  that  the  test  pro- 
posed to  those  who  were  chosen  to  fill  it 
ran  thos— — - 

"  I  do  highly  approve  the  Copenhagen 
expedition,  as  a  measure  perfectly  consis- 
tent with  the  law  of  nations,  and  equally 
necessary  to  the  safety,  good  faith,  and 
honourable  character  of  the  country/' 

The  noble  earl  (Camden)  who  lately  re- 
signed, would,  without  any  reluctance  or 
hesitation,  accept  this  test,  because  it  was 
agreeable  to  his  former  opinions,  as  the 
principal  adviser  of  that  measure;  while 
another  President,  a  noble  friend  of  mine, 
(lord  Sidmouth)  who  I  am  happy  to  see 
BOW  in  that  situation,  would  rather  have 
expired  than  attempt  to  take  it.  He  in- 
deed had  wished  to  restore  every  old 
plank,  and  rusty  nail,  taken  on  that  occa- 
sion, tm  their  original  owners.  Here,  then, 
is  a  case  by  which,  I  hope,  I  have  proved 
that  one  man  may  swear  to  an  opinion 
with  a  safe  conscience,  from  which  ano- 
ther may  recoil  with  horror  and  disgust, 
and  yet  this  difference  not  disqualifying 
either  from  an  office  of  the  highest  trust  in 
the  state,  much  less  subject  ibe  recusant 
to  the  suspicion  of  disloyalty.  So  much 
then  for  the  perfect  equality  and  justice 
of  such  tests;  and  will  it  after  this  be 
urged  that  a  Roman  Catholic  gentleman, 
of  whose  morality,  of  whose  loyalty,  and 
scrupulous  regard  of  oaths  you  do  not — 
you  cannot  entertain  any  doubts,  ought 
to  be  called  «n  to  declare,  in  opposition 
to  his  conscience,  in  opposition  to  his  re- 
ligious faith,  principles  not  essential  either 
to  his  loyalty,  or  to  your  security,  before 
you  will  admit  him  to  political  confidence 
m  any  place  of  power  or  trust } 

My  lords,  as  to  the  distinctions  which 
have  been  drawn  between  political  power 
and  civil  rights,  and,  I  hope,  I  shall  not 
be  suspected  of  fantastical  notions  on  this 
subject,  I  can  recognize  no  such  distinc- 
tion. In  a  free  state  it  never  can  exist ; 
they  are  adjunct  attributes,  and  no  man 
can  have  political  power  without  the  eligi- 


bility tm  eojoy  it ;  and  it  is  this  eligibility, 
and  not  the  power,  that  the  Catholics  now 
ask.  But  to  be  disqualified  from  power, 
by  a  fictitious  ineligibility,  founded  on 
opinions  purely  religious,  and  not  prac- 
tically hostile  to  the  state,  is  a  most  cruel 
disqualification.  Many  of  your  lordships 
have  passed  through  various  honours^  if 
not  to  the  advantage,  at  least  with  tha 
approbation  of  the  country;  and  I  can 
see  few  indeed,  when  I  look  around  me. 
who  have  not  themselves,  or  whose  an* 
cestors  before  them,  have  not  been  in* 
vested  with  the  dignities,  honours,  and 
emoluments  of  the  state.  It  is  easy  then 
for  such  men  to  turn  round  to  the  Catho* 
lie  and  tell  him, "  You  are  quite  mistaken 
in  the  objects  of  your  pursuit :  we  have 
tasted  of  greatness  and  power;  we,  who 
have  mixed  for  the  good  of  the  state  in  alF 
>  the  conflicts  of  parliamentary  contests,  and 
encountered  all  the  horrors  of  party,  tell 
you,  misguided  as  you  are,  that  yon  are 
totally  mistaken  in  your  ideas  of  the  plea* 
sures  of  office.  Trust  to  us  when  we  as* 
sure  you,  that  it  is  all  vanity  and  vexation 
of  spirit.  The  true  happiness  of  the  state 
itself  depends  upon  your  exclusioB;  and 
yours  will  consist  only  in  a  dignified  ob- 
scurity, in  the  mem  sin  comeia  recti,  in'  a 
quiescent  state  of  life,  in  liberty  of  persoq, 
and  security  of  property,  and  this  is  as 
much  as  reasonable  men  can  desire^''  these 
however  were  the  sun  and  air  of  the  con* 
stitution,  and  to  whom  in  this  country  dara 
you  deny  them  ? 

But  I  ask,  notwithstanding  the  philo* 
sophy  of  this  kind  of  counsel,  are  these 
the  only  rights  and  privileges  to  be  en* 
joyed  by  the  British  constitution  ?— No ! 
for  there  are  other  rights  and  privileges 
which  by  that  constitution  I  must  beg 
leave  to  say  cannot  justly  be  denied  to  any 
man,  however  miserable  and  weak,  unless 
he  has  forfeited  them  by  crime.  I  have 
always  thought  it  to  be  the  greatest  ^lory, 
and  the  noblest  species  of  ambition  in  the 
members  of  a  free  state,  to  be  able  to  aspire 
to  the  high  and  distinguished  offices  of 
that  state,  to  aim  at  rising  in  its  public 
service,  to  be  engaged  in  discussing  its 
policy,  in  amending  its  laws,  or  improv* 
ing  its  institutions,  in  leading  iu  armidi, 
or  conducting  its  wars  abroad,  and  after* 
wards  to  be  rewarded  bv  their  sovereign, 
and  to  feel  conscious  that  their  services 
have  elevated  them  through  the  form^ 
and  to  the  ranks  which  the  constitution 
opens  to  them.  These  sentiments  have 
been  at  all  periods  the  bi|(hest  impalses  af 
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human  natare.  These  are  the  gratefal 
firaiU  of  the  inheritance  of  freedom,  and  of 
those  exertions  which  freedom  alone  can 
inspire. 

Despicere  unde  qoeas  alios,  passimque  videra 
Brrare,  atque  viam  palantes  quasrere  vitm, 
Certare  ingenio,  contendere  nobilitate, 
-  Noctes  atque  dies  niti  preestante  labore 
Ad  summas  einergcre  opesj  reramque  potiri. 

.  My  lords,  you  ^e  well  acquainted  with 
the  expression  of  one  of  the  greatest  mas* 
ters  in  policy  and  legislation  of  whom 
history  can  boast.  The  great  Demosthe- 
nes, when  accused  by  a  ri?al  adversary, 
and  when  the  terrof  of  exile  or  death  hung 
upon  his  mind,  scrupled  not  to  declare, 
that  if  his  adversary  gained  his  point,  he 
should  lose  all  that  he  valued.  What  was 
that  ?  The  favour  of  the  state !  for  as  he 
Talued  the  good  opinion  and  distinctions 
which  he  had  acquired  by  his  conduct  in 
the  state,  and  the  security  he  enjoyed 
under  the  laws,  above  all  other  good  ;  so 
the  loss  of  that  favour,  and  the  loss  of  that 
security,  would  have  wounded  his  mind 
above  all  other  calamities. 

The  petitioners,  then,  my  lords,  have 
lost  the  favour  of  the  state,  and  in  that 
they  have  suffered  a  loss  which  no  human 
mind  can  calculate  but  those  who  feel  it ; 
but  the  severest  and  hardest  feature  of 
this  system  is,  that  the  spirit  of  the  law  is 
in  effect  more  cruel  than  the  letter  ;  for  it 
not  only  excludes*  the  Catholics  from  tbe 
paths  of  honour,  and  tbe  privileges  of  the 
constitution,  but  it  stigmatizes  and  de- 
grades theoi  in  their  own  country,  before 
the  situation  of  the  rest  of  their  country- 
men, and  places  them  in  the  light,  if  not 
of  criminals,  at  leas^  of  suspected  persons. 
Whatever  credit  I  give  the  noble  duke 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  government, 
who  I  believe  to  be  actuated  by  a  sincere 
disposition  to  conduct  the  administration 
of  public  affairs,  with  the  utmost  liberality 
and  generosity  towardsi  the  Catholics,  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  cure  the  vices  of 
that  system,  which  has  grown  out  of  those 
laws,  by  the  abolition  only  of  which  it  can 
be  destroyed ;  I  ask  then,  is  this  a  circum- 
stance of  no  danger  to  the  establishment  ? 
It  is  said  to  be  inflicted  for  the  security  of 
the  established  Church :  but  I  have  long 
held  those  to  be  Uie  worst  enemies  of  the 
Church  who  argUe  that  test  laws  and  pre- 
clusions are  the  best  means  of  upholding 
iu  I  see  opposite  to  me  a  right  reverend 
prelate,  most  justly  respected  as  the  re- 
presentative of  the  mild  character  of  the 
Church  over  which  he  presides;   and  I 
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would  venture  to  ask  him,  whether  he  doit 
not  think  the  Church  would  be  stronger 
without  the  test  laws,  if  it  could  be  thewa 
that  these  laws  are  not  necessary  ?  What^ 
effect  have  those  laws  in  the  army  but  lo 
foment  discord,  to  infuse  hatred  and  am* 
picion,  instead  of  animating  a  conunm 
spirit  of  enthusiasm ;  by  acting  as  an  in* 
genious  contrivance  to  bring  sobaltems 
into  the  service,  and  then  stop  their  pro* 
motion,  whatever  might  be  tneir  merita^ 
and  thereby  to  foment  and  inflame  a  leiia* 
of  ignominy  amongst  those  upon  whom  to 
much  of  the  energy  of  your  armies,  and  of 
the  safety  of  the  country  depends*  The  eC* 
feet  is  the  same  in  other  professioni.— »The 
profession  of  the  bar. — These  are  suflerod  to 
adopt  the  profession  of  the  law,  but  what* 
ever  their  talents  or  character,  the  test  law 
opposed  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  their 
promotion.  Could  there  be  a  more  ince* 
nious  project  than  this  to  embody  ois* 
content  and  excite  jealousy,  just  where 
they  are  most  dangerous  ?  From  the  m^* 
gistracy,  as  well  as  from  all  public  func* 
tions  in  their  respective  counties,  even  th« 
Catholics  who  possessed  the  elective  fraa* 
chise  are  excluded.  I  ask,  then,  what  ia 
there  opposed  to  all  this  which  can  bear 
you  out  in  such  a  system  of  preclusion  i 
I  suppose  a  vigorous  Church  establiah- 
ment,  sufficiently  strong  and  able  to  de« 
fend  itself?  I  deny  the  fact;  for  althoogb 
I  do  not  wish  to  speak  with  disrespect  of 
that  Protestant  establishment  in  Ireland* 
whose  security  is  so  readily  believed  in 
this  xouuuy,  nor  to  cast  any  reflections 
upon  those  who  preside  over  that  Church 
establishment,  yet  I  know  that  the  true 
state  of  the  Church  in  Ireland,  in  a  very 
great  degree,  consists  of  bishops  without 
clergy,  churches  without  clergymen,  and 
clergymen  without  churches,  parishet  of 
considerable  extent  without  clergymen* 
church,  or  glebe;  many  parishes  fro* 
quently  consolidated  into  one,  with  a 
common  church  too  remote  for  the  pa- 
rishioners to  resort  to.  Such  then  is  the 
state  of  that  Protestant  Church  in  Ireland* 
whose  security  and  influence  are  said  to 
be  founded  on  a  rock !  But  I  ask*  are  noi 
such  circumstances  reproachful  to  a  state  ? 
Can  a  Church  so  circumstanced  possess 
such  internal  strength  for  its  own  defeneo 
against  tbe  mass  of  opposition  excited 
against  it  ?  and  is  not  that  strength  less 
likely  to  be  increased  by  arming  itself 
with  violence  against  the  mass  of  discon^ 
tent  set  in  array  by  the  intolerance  of  tlio 
laws  enacted  for  its  support?  bot  instead 
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of  •ireogtheninghcr  for  eecurity,  have  jon, 
not  rather  encumbered  her  by  the  weight 
of  the  armour  yon  have  given  for  her  pro* 
lection  ?  My  lords,  I  atk,  is  it  to  be  con- 
ceiTed  that  such  a  state  of  things  can  pos- 
sibly last  ?  Do  you  think  that  bo  advaa* 
tages  might  arise  from  alteration  ?  Those 
classes,  not  of  the  Established  Church,  are 
BOW  1^1  rcemented  together,  by  what 
touches  their  religion,  because  they 
know  they  are  excluded  for  the  sake  of 
the  establishment ;  renore  then  the  ob- 
sucles,  and  the  danger  will  Taabh;  for 
the  question  here  is  between  the  real  and 
the  alleged  danger,  and  my  asionishiBent 
is,  that  men  are  not  appalled  at  the  reai 
danger  which  is  most  glaring,  but  direct 
all  their  apprehensions  w  the  danger  which 
if  but  imaginary. 

.  My  lords ;  I  think  I  should  not  do  jus- 
tice to  this  part  of  the  subject,  if  I  were 
not  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  your  lord- 
ships upon  what  I  conceit e  to  be  the  ad- 
Tantages  that  would  directly  result  from 
^e  concession  of  these  claims.  These 
persons  who  are  now  kept  in  a  state  of 
discontent  by  reason  of  the  laws  a^^nst 
them,  are,  it  is  said,  rendered  ineligible 
to  hold  the  adyantages  they  claim.  I 
ask,  what  is  it  that  prevents  them }  The 
answer  is,  nothing  prevents  them  but  their 
religion.  It  is  this  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion that  they  profess ;  and  it  is  for  the 
support  of  the  present  establishment  that 
they  are  excluded.  Why  then,  1  say,  if 
you  wish  to  do  away  all  danger  to  that 
establishment,  introduce  amongst  them 
an  individual  interest  ibr  its  support; 
and  when  you  have  done  that,  I  oJo  not 
imagine  that  the  slightest  danger  can  fol- 
low. 

That  religion  is  one  of  the  primary  mo- 
tives of  human  actions,  1  will  not  deny : 
but  will  any  man  say,  that  it  is  the  sole 
motive  ?  will  any  man  say  that  there  are 
no  other  motives  in  human  society,  or  will 
dispute  that  there  will  be  individual  mo- 
tives  excited,  when  an  individual  interest 
is  held  out?  Will  any  man  say  that  a 
priesthood  can  have  the  same  influence 
over  a  body  that  is  connected  with  society 
in  all  the  common  and  ordinary  relations 
and  advantages  that  the  state  holds  out  ? 
or  that  such  a  body  will  unite  with  any 
priesthood  so  disposed,  for  the  subversion 
ofthatsute?  ThisI  take  to  be  impossible; 
and  here  let  me  add  one  of  the  nicest  points 
of  the  whole.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
of  Ireland,  I  know,  it  is  said«  are  ready  not 
only  to  admit,  but  ready  to  assert,  the  spi- 


ritual  power  of  the  Co«rt  of  Borne,  in/a 
fuller  extent  than  say  other  €atboKc 
country  in  Europe.  But  it  arast  also  bo 
remembered,  that  the  cause  of  this  is,  tlMH 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  never  received 
from  their  own  government  the  protectiu« 
affiMrded  by  overy  other  state  in  Bntofm, 
to  separate  them  from  the  usurpation  of 
the  rope,  and  hence  the  greater  depeii- 
denCe  of  the  Irish  Cathi^ic  Church  epoa 
the  see  of  Rome.  I  know  that  in  mil  ether 
IVotestant  stales  of  Europe,  the  Catholics 
have  bee|i  admitted  to  much  greater  privi* 
le^  .than  this:  and.  I  do  in  my  eon* 
saence  thhik  that  to  be  the  reason  vrbj 
the  danger  which  is  apprehended  in  Inf« 
land  is  greater  ?  It  n  because  the  Catholie 
Cheroh  in  Irela|id  is  not  more  under  the 
protection  of  the  state;  and  if  we  had 
made  any  arrangement  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  Catholic  priesthood  of  Ire- 
lane,  the  concessions  to  whose  laity  nonr 
are  supposed  to  be  dangerous,  we  should 
restore  to  the  country  a  greater  increase 
of  safety  to  its  establishments.  But  by 
keeping  them  from  the  common  benefite 
of  the  country,  you  risk  that  security  for 
which  you  now  are  alarmed.  It  is,  there- 
fore,  my  firm  opinion,  that  if  you  would 
have  real  security  against  spirituals  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Ireland,  yon 
nnut  give  them  temporals.  Believe  me^ 
it  is  through  temporals  that  you  will  se« 
cure  yourself  against  the  mischief  of  spi* 
ritual  usurpation.  Here  then,  I  present  to 
your  lordships  the  ground  upon  which  I 
think  the  Catholics  are  entitled  to  their 
claims,  and  I  do  believe,  thst  in  this  state* 
ment  alone  consists  the  whole  of  the  dan* 
ger.  I  now  ask  you,  therefore,  will  yon 
not  take  these  claims  under  your  conside* 
ration  ?  Will  you  not  do  it,  when  yen  con* 
sider  the  present  state  of  this  country  and 
of  Europe  ?  I  call  upon  you,  tny  lords,  as 
you  value  your  duty  towards  yourselves 
and  your  country,  to  embrace  the  propo* 
sition  now  before  you.  And  if  you  refuse 
to  take  it  under  your  consideration,  with 
such  a  body  of  danger  as  this  existing  in 
the  very  bosom  of  your  country,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  anticipate,  but  for  succeeding 
events  to  shew,  the  impolicy  and  impro* 
dence  of  such  conduct. 

The  next  question  which  I  would  put  te 
your  lordships  is  the  danger  that  is  appre- 
hended from  the  removal  of  th^se  restric- 
tions upon  the  Catholics.  A  great  deal- 
has  been  stated  this  night  by  a  noble 
friend  of  mine  upon  this  subject.  But  the* 
doty  of  your  lordships  wUl  be  to  comptri* 
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the  real  danger,  which  I  have  stated,  with 
the  alleged  danger,  which  has  been  stated 
by  the  noble  lord.  And,  in  the  first  place, 
I  must  commence  by  asking  again,  what  is 
our  present  security  against  all  that  dan- 
ger ?  Oar  present  security,  at  I  under- 
stand it  to  be  stated  on  the  other  night, 
results  from  oaths,  some  of  which  the  Ko- 
man  Catholics  refuse  to  take :  (and  there- 
fore we  are  influenced  against  them  on  ac- 
count of  this  refusal,)  and  some  other  oaths 
which  you  tendered  them,  and  which  they 
have  taken.  So  that  it  seems  the  principal 
body  of  our  security  now  is,  a  reliance 
upon  that  very  point  which  will  be  used  as 
the  argument  the  other  way,  to  be  the 
point  of  danger.  The  point  of  danger  is, 
that  we  cannot  rely  upon  any  oath  that 
these  men  may  take  as  pledges  for  their 
conduct;  because  they  can  be  absolved 
from  those  oaths  by  the  dispensing  power 
of  that  Church  of  which  tbev  are  members, 
«nd  from  any  oath  which  they  ma^  think 
Inconsistent  with  their  tenets,  or  with  any 
of  those  doctrines  that  have  been  imputed 
to  them.  This  is  the  danger  we  are  taught 
to  apprehend ;  the  security  is,  that  these 
people  will  not  take  these  oaths;  without 
them  they  cannot  enter  into  any  office, 
and  on  that  we  rely.  And  yet,  if  we  ex* 
amine  the  argument  on  the  other  side,  I 
mean  the  argument  of  the  danger  that  may 
result  from  these  concessions,  the  very  first 
thing  that  stares  us  in  the  face  is,  *'  you 
must  substitute  some  peculiar  oath.'^  I 
would  ask  then,  if  their  oath  cannot  be  re- 
lied upon  in  one  instance,  how  can  yon 
rely  upon  them  in  another  ?  especially  as 
there  is  a  supreme  power  existing  (God 
knows  where)  of  dispensing  with  their  ad- 
herence to  these  oaths,  and  that  the  tenets 
of  their  religion  are  such,  that  however 
they  may  desire  so  to  do,  yet  that  you  can- 
not rely  upon  any  one  of  them. 

Why  then,  my  lords,  I  wish  to  enquire 
into  that  point.  Upon  what  is  it  that  we 
rest  our  belief,  that  if  the  Roman  Catholics 
were  admitted  into  office,  or  into  parlia- 
ment, that'  their  first  object  must  be  the 
demolition  of  the  Protestant  establishment? 
It  mil  not  be  denied,  I  think,  that  if  the 
danger  does  really  exist,  you  are  now,  at 
this  moment,  suffering  from  it.  But  what 
is  this  danger  that  is  apprehended  }  Why, 
it  is  said  that  the  first  desire  of  these  per- 
sons, on  coming  into  power,  will  be  to  de- 
molish the  present  establishment.  Do  you 
really  suppose,  that  the  principles  of  hu« 
man  nature  are  different  in  a  Catholic 
from  what  they  are  in  a  Protestant?  or 


that  being  once  fixed  in  places  of  tniit  and 
honour,  they  will  immediately  proceed  to 
destroy  the  establishment:  and  that  iff 
proportion  as  you  increase  the  desire  of 
office,  you  in  that  ratio  increase  the  de- 
sire of  destroying  that  very  systcn^  which 
affords  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  such' 
desire !  If  imy  danger  actually  exists  to 
the  establishment,  it  is  in  that  system 
which  excludes  the  Catholics  from  all 
those  advantages.  Surely,  therefore,  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  the  danger  will 
be  increased,  by  admitting  them  to  those 
advantages.  The  natund  consequence 
must  be  to  increase  their  allegiance,  and 
rivet  their  affections  to  the  state. 

I  think,  my  lords,  I  have  already  shewn 
that  this  step  would  not  only  increase  their 
wishes  to  serve  their  king  and  country,  but 
diminish  any  principle  of  resistance  that 
might  exist  in  their  minds  ;  because  when 
you  throw  widely  open  the  door  of  pro* 
motion  and  advancement,  you  do  it  to  the 
whole  body :  so  that  in  fact,  by  the  indi* 
vidual  interest  you  excite,  you  unite  the 
whole  body  in  the  pursuit  of  the  aame 
views  and  objects  with  yourselves*  Yon 
not  only  excite  in  them  the  desire  and 
laudable  ambition  to  attain  possession  of 
those  honours  and  distinctions,  which  their 
fellow*subject8  enjoy ;  but  yon  absolutely 
diminish  the  number  of  mal-contents* 
The  very  danger  which  you  now  apprehend 
exists  entirely  in  these  very  distinctions. 
And  if  I  could  suppose  a  country  where 
there  was  no  religion,  but  where  a  portion 
of  the  subjects*  were  precluded  by  law 
from  following  theur  objects  in  all  the  or- 
dinary ways  of  human  life,  the  same  dis- 
content must  necessarily  exist.  Now,  the 
dangerous  disposition  of  the  Catholics  -haa 
been  supposed  to  be  contained  in  their 
tenets.  Skit,  I  contend,  that  you  have  no 
right  to  suppose  any  danger,  from  the  ex« 
amination  of  those  tenets;  but  to  rely, 
upon  the  ordinary  and  accepted  compacta 
of  the  society  in  which  we  live.  Now,  in 
that  point  of  view,  I  would  ask,  what  is  the 
security  that  is  offered  to  you  by  these 
people  ?  they  give  you  their  oaths,  they 
give  you  their  protestations,  as  far  as  they 
will  go,  and  they  give  you  their  past  con* 
duct,  and  the  pled^s  of  their  future  con« 
duct,  for  the  smcenty  of  their  intentions. 
They  give  you  the  example  of  Catholio 
conduct  in  every  other  Protestant  state  of 
Europe,  they  give  you  the  declaration  of 
all  the  learned  Catholic  Universities  upon 
the  continent ;  and  they  give  you  the  ao« 
lemn  declaration  of  the  last  free  Pope* 
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who  has  alleged  the  same  thing,  and  who 
has  abjured  them  from  all  those  dreadful 
tenets  that  you  hold  to  be  so  fatal  to  your 
state  establishments.  But  still  you  will 
Dot  be  satisfied.  Why  ?  because  the 
council  of  Lateran,  Pope  Martin  5,  the 
emperor  Sigisraund,  Joseph  Huss^  and 
others,  have  held  opinions  different  to 
what  the  Catholics  now  profess;  and  yet 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  would,  io 
their  wisdom  and  liberality,  oppose  the 
prejudiced  opinions  and  musty  doctrines  of 
ancient  times,  against  the  practice  of  all 
Catholic  Europe^-against  the  loyalty^  the 
integrity,  and  virtue  of  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies  of  Irelaad,  and  above  all,  against  the 
declaration  of  six  great  Catholic  Universi- 
ties, and  that  of  the  last  free  Pope.  Real- 
ly, my  lords,  with  such  incredulity,  I  do 
not  know  how  it  is  possible  to  meet  such 
arguments.  But  it  is  maintained  that  those 
circumstances  of  Catholic  conduct,  and 
Catholic  professions,  are  no  role  to  go  by 
DOW,  against  the  Catholic  tenets  of  former 
times.  But  I  have  always  thought  this  a 
very  gross  aikl  slavish  perversion  of  terms. 
Suppose  I  were  to  say  that  parliament 
was  omnipotent.  Suppose  I  was  to  assert 
that  the  ICing  is  immortal,  is  all  perfect, 
and  can  do  no  wrong :  it  is  certainly  a 
maxim  of  our  constitution  that  the  King 
can  do  no  wrong ;  and  parliament,  in  its 
legislative  character,  has  obtained  the  im- 
putation of  omnipotence.  But  to  go  into 
fantastical  notions  upon  the  subject,  how* 
^ver  plausible  they  may  appear  in  theory, 
would  be  very  unworthy  the  dignity  of 
parliament,  because,  when  they  are  re* 
duced  to  practice,  they  are  perfectly  in- 
consistent with  the  spirit  of  liberality: 
and  yet  will  a  wise  paHiaraent  propose  an 
impediment  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
by  a  decision  exactly  of  the  same  nature— 
the  immaculacy  of  former  councils,  whose 
doctrines  are  long  abjured  and  exploded. 
It  can  never  be  argued  with  any  degree  of 
gravity,  I  apprehend,  that  the  Catholics 
of  this  day  would  revive  any  exploded 
doctrines,  when  once  they  should  come 
into  a  pariicipation  of  power.  What,  I 
ask,  is  the  reasonable  test  by  which  you 
may  judge  of  their  tenets  at  the  present 
day  r  The  only  fair  and  just  criterion  is 
the  established  practice  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  all  the  states 
where  that  is  the  religion.  Suppose  I 
wished  to  enquire,  for  my  6wn  private  sa- 
tisfaction, what  were  the  doctrines  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  and  what  the  practice 
of   their  Church?    Would  not  common 
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sense  direct  me  to  the  countries  where  that 
was  the  religion  ?  Would  I  judge  of  the 
doctrines  of  this  day,  and  content  myself 
with  forming  an  opinion  upon  theni,  by 
the  practice  of  former  times?  Would  I  not 
rather  look  to  the  formuUe  and  practice  of 
the  Church  as  it  now  exists  ?  My  lords,  it 
is  upon  that  principle  I  will  form  my  judg* 
ment  on  this  night ;  and  I  desire  that  yoo, 
in  common  justice  and  liberality,  will  ex- 
tend the  same  principle  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  at  your  bar :  that  you  will  try 
them  upon  the  principles  which  they 
themselves  profess,  and  not  by  any  ez« 
ploded  doctrines  that  may  be  found  in 
controversial  pamphlets  or  polemical  dia« 
putet. 

What,  in  the  name  of  God,  is  there  in 
the  nature  of  their  tenets,  dangerous  to 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  or  the  security 
of  the  state  ?  What  do  you  fear  from  the 
power  of  the  Pope  ?  Has  Buonapart6,  who 
IS,  in  fact,  the  present  proprietor  of  his  bo<* 
lioess,  been  able  to  wield  his  influence  to 
any  purpose  ?  Perhaps  some  of  my  noble 
friends  may  have  attended  to  what  haa 
been  passing  for  these  few  last  years  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  Has  Boonapart4 
been  enabled,  by  any  use  of  his  property 
in  the  Pope,  to  produce  any  influence  in 
his  favour  there  ?  Has  he  been  able  to 
establish  a  new  dynasty,  under  a  person 
of  his  own  family  on  the  throne  of  Spain^ 
or  to  shake  the  foundation  of  that  mo* 
narchy  ?  Has  Buonaparte,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Pope,  been  able  to  shake  any  of  these 
principles  of  liberty  burning  in  the  bosoms 
of  the  Spanish  people.  What  has  been 
the  great  focus  of  liberty  there?  The 
Roman  Catholic  clergy ; — it  is  an  mcon* 
testable  fact,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  of  Spain  have  been  the  means  of 
exciting  the  fire  of  that  zeal  which  has  so 
nobly  distinguished  their  countrymen 
against  Buonapart6 ;  and  with  the  Pope  in 
Buonaparte's  hands,  what  have  they  done  ? 
Why,  they  have  established  the  succession 
to  the  crown  in  the  line  of  their  own  mo- 
narch, now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 
Buonaparte ;  and  they  have  accompanied 
it  with  various  constitutional  revisions,  to 
which  no  man  will  object  on  the  ground 
of  their  being  favourable  to  popular  power* 
And  yet  they  have  done  this  while  the 
Spanish  monarch  is  a  captive  in  the  handa 
of  Buonaparte,  while  the  Pope  wm  tb« 
unwilling  property  of  that  tyrant;  and 
they  have  done  this  in  the  very  item 
of  a  nuncio  of  the  Pope  then  residing  at 
Cadia. 
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Whal!--^aa  it  be  said  that  the  power  I 
of  the  Pope  is  sach,  and  that  the  principles 
of  the.  Roman  Catholic  religion  are  so  ne* 
cessarily  connected  with  arbitrary  power- 
But  I  must  use  one  other  argument  on  the 
subject,  which  relates  to  the  danger  that 
those  subjects  would  lead  me  to  appre- 
hend. My  lords,  I  confess  upon  my  view 
of  the  conduct  of  that  great  event,  the 
Bevolution,  we  are  to  consider  what  were 
the  springs  of  its  promotion  :  James  2  is 
•trongly  charged  with  an  attachment  to 
the  Popish  religion  t  certainly,  I  confess, 
although  it  formed  a  great  and  main  fea- 
ture of  his  character,  and  was  one  of  those 
causes  assignied  for  the  Revolution,  yet 
Popery  was  rather  the  symbol  than  the 
instrument  of  that  arbitrary  power  which 
he  attempted  to  establish.  To  enter  now 
into  a  discussion  as  to  which  of  these  two  , 
objects  most  occupied  his  thoughts,  is  ra- 
ther a  point  for  historical  antiquarians  to 
ascertain,  than  a  matter  necessary  to  en- 
quire here.  Whether  his  attachment  to 
Popery,  or  arbitrary  power,  was  predo- 
minant, which  of  these  he  loved  best,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  say :  but,  I  think,  I 
might  safely  say,  that  be  loved  each  for 
the  sake  of  the  other,  and  both  for  the  sake 
of  eaclu  If  we  may  take  the  opinion  of  Bo- 
lingbroke  upon  the  subject,  we  may,  per- 
haps, have  some  clue  to  find  the  truth. 
Ifrom  him  we  learn  that  the  education  of 
that  unhappy  monarch  was  tainted  with 
certain  principles  of  arbitrary  power.  He 
••id,  that  he  drank  the  cup  of  arbitrary 
power  to  the  very  dregs.  It  is  also  stated 
that  in  the  course  of  his  residence  in 
France,  and  other  parts  abroad,  he  be- 
came deeply  tainted  with  the  principles  of 
arbitrary  power;  and  certainly  James  2 
conceived  that  the  Pope  would  be  ex- 
tremely useful  to  him  in  the  establishment 
of  arbitrary -power ;  but  I  would  ask,  was 
the  Revolution  effected  against  him  merely 
as  a  Papist  ?  Let  us  put  that  question — Sop- 
pose  now  we  were  reviewing  the  transac- 
tions previous  to  that  period,  and  were  en- 
deavouring to  discover  how  that  assertion 
is  founded  ?  In  the  first  place  he  expelled 
the  Jesuits :  he  recalled  the  dispensation 
of  the  tests :  and  he  would  no  doubt  have 
been  perfectly  ready  to  have  committed 
a  higher  vice  than  that ;  but  I  ask  whe- 
ther he  could  have  done  what  he  did,  se- 
riously and  essentially,  as  a  Papist?  And 
as  there  were  many  concerned  in  that 
transaction,  do  you  think  any  of  those 
great  hercca  and  slatcsmen,  who  esta- 
hlishtd  the  Revolution,  would  have  said> 


after  he  had  performed'  these  anti-papis- 
tical acts,  "  Now  we  will  restore  him." 

My  lords,  when  I  ask  you  to  consider 
of  this  transaction,  I  desire  you  to  re* 
member  the  Bill  of  Rights.  What  were 
the  words  of  that  great  act  ?  Do  you  re* 
collect  on  what  it  turned  ?  "  The  con- 
stitution and  privileges  of  parliament.-— 
The  limitation  of  the  King's  prerogative-^* 
The  rights  of  applying  to  courts  of  justice 
for  redress — ^The  right  of  petitioning  ^o 
king  in  parliament,  and  various  other 
most  important  rights:  and  above  all  it 
states  "  that  excessive  bails  shall  not  be 
levied:  that  no  excessive  fines  shall  be 
exacted/'  Who,  I  would  ask,  inflicted 
these  excessive  fines  ?  I  answerjudgesthat 
bad  taken  the  tests  before  the  Revolution 
^— Jefieries  and  Scroggs.  Jefferies  took  tho 
test.  He  was  an  ardent  and  vehement  Pro- 
testant. He  was  with  the  king  in  1687, 
and  until  the  very  last  hour  was  ardent  in 
the  profession  add  practice  of  the  Protes- 
tant religion.  But  although  the  king's  con- 
science was  in  the  keeping  of  a  Protestant 
chancellor,  his  ear  was  open  to  a  Jesuits 
Did  he  at  that  time  rely  upon  the  tests,  in 
which  so  much  stress  has  now  been  laid, 
for  protection  ?  The  point  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  he  had  no  such  reliance  upon 
the  tests.  Why,  my  lords,  in  that  glo- 
rious transaction  which  your  ancestors 
achieved,  noi  knowing  any  thing  of  re* 
ligious  tests  or  of  what  description  they 
were,  but  educated  in  the  original  prin- 
ciples of  that  liberty  which  were  vio- 
lated by  Laud  and  Strafford,  and  various 
other  Protestants,  they  were  induced  to 
renounce  all  opposite  opinions,  and  em- 
body the  whole  mass  of  our  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberties  in  that  great  act 

This  was  the  protection  that  our  ances- 
tors gave  you  for  your  rights  and  immu- 
nities. It  was  not  merely  upon  this  test 
or  that  test  they  fortified  you  ;  although 
I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  it  was  a  part 
of  the  system.  The  main  part  of  it  was 
the  spirit  of  your  constitution,  calling  forth 
all  its  powers  at  once,  to  expel  one  who 
had  degraded  the  kingly  office,  and  make 
a  bulwark  to -the  end  of  time  for  your 
liberties.  What  did  they  do  with  respect 
to  the  crown  ?  They  fixed  upon  the  throne 
a  Protestant  successor ;  but  was  that  all 
they  gave  you  ?  That  was  only  the  sym- 
bol of  what  they  did,  and  like  the  Roman 
Catholics'  belief  of  transubstantiation,  wo 
mistake  the  symbol  for  the  substance. 
They  embodied  the  liberties  of  your  con« 
siitution  upon  that  basu.    There  il  wai' 
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ihat  they  rested  the  throne  upon  which 
th^j  placed  William  and  Mary;  they 
placed  those  princes  upon  the  basis  of 
your  liberties  and  privileges :  they  ex- 
cluded a  Papist  succession,  because  a  Pa* 
pist  succession  at  that  time  was  intimately 
md  inseparably  connected  with  the  Tiola- 
iion  of  your  civil  rights  and  liberties :  they 
fortified  you  with  a  double  security,  not 
merely  one  arising  out  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  moment,  to  be  continued  only  during 
Che  existence  of  the  dangers,  but  calculated 
to  endure  for  all  times,  and  applicable 
to  all  seasons,  by  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

How  then  is  it  that  we  wish  to  depart 
from  the  principles  of  that  which  is  im- 
mutable and  eternal  ?  How  is  it  that  you 
wish  to  sacrifice  what  is  permanent,  in 
order  to  prop  up  that  which  was  only  a 
casual  and  temporary  precaution — which 
was  but  the  creature  of  an  hour  ;  and  the 
danger  of  which  has  now  long  Tanished, 
and  can  never  return  ? 

This  is  my  doctrine ;   my  View ;    and 
my  opinion  of  the  Revolution.  These  opi- 
nions cannot  be  controverted  ,  and  if  they 
Were,  the  whole  fabric  of  your  constitu* 
lion  would  be  shaken. 
■  Now,  my  lords,  I  know  not  what  fur- 
ther remarks  to  make,  except  one  or  two 
general  ones,  upon  the  danger  of  granting 
concessions  :  not  merely  of  granting  con- 
cessions to  the  Catholics,  but  of  admitting 
into  the  state  persons  not  of  the  establish- 
ed religion.     A  noble  friend  of  mine,  I 
understand,    used  an  argument    upon    a 
former  occasion  on  this  subject,  but  which 
I  had  not  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  ;  but 
in  the  courite  of  that  argument,  according 
to  the  report  I  received,  he  cited  a  great 
authority,  I  mean  that  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  afterwards  William  the  3d,  in  his 
Answer  to  James  the  second's  theory  to  M. 
Fayel,  on  the  subject  of  a  repeal  of  the 
Test  Laws.  My  noble  friend  omitted,  how- 
ever, (I  am  8ure  not  intentionally)  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  Answer  which  he  quoted, 
by  which  it  appears,  that  military  com- 
mands in  Holland  were  sometimes  possessed 
by  Catholics;  but  as  they  were  granted 
with  caution,  and  still  under  the  controul 
of  magistrates,  they  could  give  no  just 
reason  for  not  employing  them.     Now  let 
us  compare  this  fact ;    and,  under  such 
circumstances,  let  us  sce^ow  the  whole 
bears  to  the  general  character  and  dispo- 
•ition  of  that  monarch. 

Your  lordships  are  well  aware,  that 
immediately  afterthe  Revolution,  he  would 
bave  felt  a  great  interest  in  the  repeal  of 
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the  tests.     One  would  have  imagined  thai 
he  would  not  have  taken  such  a  step,  whea 
it  is  recollected,  that  the  Protestant  esta* 
blishnient  was  not  then  in  full  vigour,  and 
when  the  liberties  of  the  empire  were  just 
recently  founded  upon  that  establishment; 
and  be  would  have  been  anxious  by  a 
contrary  course,  to  improve  his  own  credit 
and  character  among  the  Protestants  of 
England^  to  whom  he  owed,  in  a  great 
measure,  his  exalted  station,  and  to  whom, 
also,  was  due  the  attainment  of  the  liber*  * 
ties  of  this  country,  and  the  rest  of  tha^ 
empire.    But    I   will    conceive  that  h^ 
might  have  been  disposed  to  concede  tha 
points  to  which  I  have  alluded,  under  a' 
conviction  that  they  would  be  attended 
with  benefit  to  the  empire  at  large,  and 
improve  his  own  interests  in  the  country  ; 
that  these  were  not  the  real  tentiments 
which   were  prevailing  at  that  time,  it 
pretty  manifest ;    because,    immediately 
after  bis  accession,  he  himself  proposed 
the  repeal  of  those  tests :  and  it  was  only 
in  consequence  of  the  opposition  he  exi> 
perienced,  that  he  found  himself  under  tha 
necessity  of  giving  way  to  the  general 
voice.    But  I  take  this  as  it  stands.     It  is 
stated  to  you  by  this  authority,  that  ia 
Holland  military  commands  were  confer* 
red  during  a  considerable  period,  upon 
Roman   Catholics,  but  with  great  precau* 
tion  ;  and  that  there  would  be  no  danger 
in  giving  these  commands,  because  they 
were  under  the  controul  of  magistrateis. 
Now,  what  was  the  situation  of  afiTairs  at 
that  time,  in  the  States  General  of   tha 
united   provinces?    Why,  not  only  that 
they  were  a  military  power,  but  that  their 
liberty  depended  upon  the  preservation  of 
their  military  power,  in  defence  of  which 
those  very  persons  signalized  themselvca 
in  an  eminent  degree,  against  Charles  2  of 
Spain,   and    Louis  14,  both  Catholic  moi^ 
narchs.     Why  then,  I  say,  that  if  king 
William  went  so  far  as  this,  at  that  pe« 
riod,  invaded  as  that  country  then  was^ 
by  these  two  powerful  monarchs ;   if  ha 
thought  it  safe  at  that  time  to  confer  mili- 
tary commands  upon  his  Roman  Catholia 
subjects  in  Holland  opposed  to  these  two 
great  Catholic  powers,  and  if  he  thought 
the  danger  of  giving  these  commissions  to 
Catholics  sufficiently  guarded  against  br 
the  controul  of  the  m  agistrates,  I  do  not  think  ' 
this  doctrine  of  king  William  will  apply 
againsi  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.    And  I 
cannot  help  saying,  when  I  hear  the  an* 
thority  of  king  William  quoted  for  tha 
continuance  of  thesa  VDJost  disabilities,  or 
(2S) 


6S7]        HOUSE  OF  LORDS,        The  Mart  (^  Donoughmart's  Motion M  «        flBA 


the  deprivation  of  any  human  being  of 
his  liberty,  that  it  reminds  me  of  quoting 
the  Scriptures  in  justification  of  the  Afri- 
can Slave  Trade. 

Then,  all  J  ask  of  your  lordships  is,  to 
compare  the  alleged  dangers  with  the  real 
dangers,  and  upon  the  balance  of  them  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  Peti- 
tions upon  your  lordships'  table,  and  make 
these  concessions,  with  such  securities  as 
the  wisdom  of  the  House  shall  resolve 
upon.    I  do  not  ask  of  you  to  subscribe 
to  any  declaration  of  right  on  their  part, 
or  surrender  any  claims  which  may  be 
thought  ill -founded,  as  against  them  :  but 
I  ask  you,  most  solemnly  and  seriously, 
after  a  reference  to  all  the  impending  dan- 
gers which  surround  you,  to  enter  merely 
into    the    consideration   of  this  subject. 
Because,  until  we  enter  into  its  considera- 
tion, I  cannot  see  how  we  can  be  able  to 
lay  before  you  any  guard  or  security  to 
which  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  lay 
claim,  as  the  foundation  ot  our  boon.    It 
is  impossible  that  the  question  can  come 
to  an  issue  unless  you  bear  what  it  is  the 
Catholics  have  to  say.     As  1  stated  on  a 
former  occasion,  I  still  say,  that  until  the 
temper  upon  this  subject  is  abated  on  both 
sides,  we  have  no  chance  of  a  wise  and 
permanent  decision.    For  how  is  it  possi- 
ble to  bring  both  parties  to  a  temperate 
consideration,  if  we  refuse  to  deliberate 
upon  the  question.     I  have  heard,  on  a 
former  occasion,  from  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  on  the  woolsack,  when  a  Petition 
was  presented  to  this  House,  that  the  only 
way  to  give  full  and  fair  consideration  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  was  to  refer 
the  Petition  to  a  committee.    Why  then, 
Biy  lords,  1  cite  the  authority  of  that  no- 
ble and  learned  lord,  in  aid  of  my  present 
object.      To    go  to  a  committee  means 
to  give  consideration.     Why  then  if  you 
do  not  go  to  a  comnxittee,  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  giving  it  a  fair  consideration. 
The  committee  is  the  place  where  you 
Diay  first  examine  what  has  been  the  sys- 
tem upon    which   those  laws  respecting 
Ireland  were  founded ;    there  you  may 
examine  what  laws  have  been  enacted ; 
how  those  laws  have  been  altered,  or  mi- 
tigated:   ultimately  you    may    enquire, 
what  is  the  present  state  of  them;  and 
Yi\\^n  you  have  the  whole  question  before 
you,,  you  may  examine  this  great  funda- 
mental and  important  doctrine,  whether 
the  Protestant  .establishment  is  best  sup- 
ported by  civil  restraints,  penalties,  and 
•xclusioni^  or^  by  a  system  of  peace  and 


of  charity,  consistent  with  the  mildness  of 
our  religion,  with  the  true  spirit  and  pfiiH 
ciple  of  the  Revolution,  with  the  character 
of  our  liberty,  and  the  parental  spirit  oit 
this  great  state. 

The  Earl  of  LiverpooL'^i/[y  lords ;  vy. 
noble  friend  has  commenced  bis  speaeb^ 
by  calling  on  your  lordships,  whatever 
may  be  the  ultimate  decision  of  this  ques* 
tion,  to  ffo  into  a  committee  upon  the  sub« 
ject.  My  lords,  my  view  of  the  subject  !• 
so  different  from  that  of  my  noble  friend 
in  every  point,  that  I  have  no  difficulty  iA 
saying,  that  upon  every  view  which  I 
could  take  of  the  question,  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord  opposite  would  have  my 
decided  negative.  ' 

My  lords,  I  certainly  do  not  wish  nor 
desire  any  person,  who  may  be  of  opinion 
that  out  of  such  a  Committee  benefia 
would  arise,  to  withhold  any  wish  of  theira* 
upon  that  subject.  But,  my  lords,  I  doL 
say,  as  my  own  confident  opinion,  that 
from  a  motion  such  as  this,  under  all  tbo 
circumstances  of  the  case,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  and  in  the  presenfe 
temper  of  the  Catholics,  no  benefit  what^^ 
ever  is  likely  to  arise ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, and  it  is  in  that  view  that  I  oppose 
this  question,  taking  into  consideration  the 
temper  and  disposition  of  the  parties,  the^ 
adoption  of  this  motion  would  be  only  caU 
culated  to  alarm  the  established  Church, 
and  ultimately  to  disappoint  the  Catholics^ 
and  therefore  I  shall  agree  in  the  propo- 
sition for  giving  this  question  a  decided  ne- 
gative. 

My  noble  friend  has  gone  into  a  long 
and  laborious  detail  upon  this  subject ;  but 
I  confess,  that  if  his  argument  was  true,  if 
his  view  of  the  question  was  right,  I  would 
think  he  had  less  reason  for  voting  to  go 
into  a  Committee  than  almost  any  person  ; 
because,  if  his  view  was  true,  if  tbe  dan- 
ger of  refusing  these  concessions  was  as 
great  as  he  represents,  and  tbe  danger 
of  granting  was  so  little,  the  true  mode 
would  be  to  resolve  at  once  into  a  measure 
for  repealing  of  these  tests  and  disabilities, 
and  put  an  end  to  all  deliberation  that 
might  be  necessary  upon  tbe  subject. 

The  view  which  my  noble  friend  had 
taken  of  this  subject  is  certainly  a  very 
extended  one,  and,  my  lords,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  follow  bim  through  the  difierent 
grounds  which  he  has  taken ;  and  if  I  mis- 
represent any  opinion  of  his,  or  do  not 
state  it  correctly,  he  will  dome  the  justica 
to  believe  that  I  have  not  done  it  isIlfuUy« 
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I  am  extremely  anxious  that  any  point 
which  is  at  issue  between  us  should  be  as* 
certained  with  care;  but  on  any  point 
where  no  difference  does  exist,  I  shall  be 
willing  to  concur  with  my  noble  friend. 

My  lords,  without  going  at  present  into 
that  part  of  the  subject  which  formed  the 
commencement  of  his  speech*— -without  en- 
tering into  any  detail  of  how  far  religious 
^establishments  are,  or  are  not,  necessary  to 
m  state — how  hx  they  constitute  the  main 
object  of  a  state,  compared  with  other  es- 
sential objects,  I  do  not  feel  it  necessary 
now  to  discuss,  beceuse  I  believe  we  shall 
all  agree  that 'religious  establishments  do 
form  a  most  essential  and  important  part 
of  the  government  and  interest  of  every 
civilized  state.  My  lords,  I  do  subscribe  to 
the  principle  which  the  noble  lord,  both 
on  the  present  occasion,  and  upon  various 
other  occasions,  has  laid  down  as  the  foun- 
dation of  his  reasoning  upon  this  subject, 
namely,  that  every  restraint,  civil,  politi- 
cal, or  religious,  is  to  be  considered  as  an 
evil  in  itself,  and  justified  only  by  neces- 
sity. We,  therefore,  have  only  to  consi- 
der, whether  the  balance  of  advantages  re- 
sulting from  the  continuance  of  a  system 
of  restraint  and  exclusion,  would  be  the 
same  if  it  was  removed,  and  decided  ac- 
cordingly :  this,  therefore,  brings  the  ques- 
tion immediately  to  its  fair  and  natural 
issue.  But  there  is  another  principle  con* 
nected  with  this  to  which  the  noble  lord 
has  alluded,  but  upon  which  he  will  give 
me  leave  to  sa3%  he  has  fallen  into  some 
mistake.  I  mean  that  the  tests  that  are 
imposed,  by  bearing  harder  on  some  parti- 
cular classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  are, 
as  the  noble  lord  contends,  to  be  consi- 
dered as  an  evil.  Now,  I  think  it  mate- 
rial to  say,  that  in  any  view  in  which  I 
have  understood  that  argument,  it  has 
not  been  stated,  and  never 'was  understood 
In  the  sense  wherein  the  noble  lord  puts  it. 
It  was  understood,  in  the  consideration  of 
this  question,  rather  as  controuling  the  ge- 
neral principle  to  which  he  referred, 
namely,  that  there  was  m>t  in  the  consti- 
tution of  this  country,  any  exact  and  direct 
principle  of  exclusion  turned  entirely  upon 
the  tests,  which  the  legislature  had  im- 
posed. I  admit  that  ah  indirect  exclusion 
may  be  as  urgent  under  certain  circum- 
stances as  a  direct  exclusion ;  but,  I  think, 
it  is  material,  with  a  view  of  unravelling 
the  argument,  that  it  should  be  understood 
that  it  is  not  upon  any  principle  of  direct 
expulsion  that  the  Catholics  are  excluded, 
^utthe  indirect  operatioa  of  testii    And 
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the  question  for  your  lordships  now  to  de- 
termine is,  whether  the«e  tests  are  not  in* 
dispensible  to  the  security  of  your  estab- 
lishment in  church  and  state  ;  and  whe- 
ther they  do,  or  do  not  bear  with  greater 
severity  upon  particular  classes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects?  Upon  this  question  it 
may  be  necessary  to  descend  to  some 
particularity. 

Undoubtedly,  the  first  consideration  that 
presents  itself  to  our  minds  is  the  difference 
between  the  tests  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  In  England  we  have  tests  in 
corporations,  and  tests  taken  by  persons 
holding  offices,  civil  or  military,  accord- 
ing to  act  of  parliament,  and  certainly  any 
difference  that  may  exist  between  the  test 
imposed  upon  the  Catholics  in  England  and 
those  of  Ireland,  I  have  no  diflSculty  in  de- 
claring my  readiness,  under  circumstances* 
to  give  my  vote  for  the  repeal  of  that  dif- 
ference, whatever  it  may  be.  But,  In  Ire- 
land, whatever  may  be  the  meVits  of  those 
tests  whicli  affect  that  country,  the  whole 
question  of  civil  disabilities  stands  upon  % 
footing  entirely  different  to  what  it  does  in 
England.  In  Ireland  you  have  no  teU 
and  corporation  acts,  as  such,  you  have  no 
law  in  force  in  Ireland,  which  obliges  Dis- 
senters, generally,  to  conform  in  the  way 
that  the  Church  of  England  obliges  the 
people  of  this  country  to  its  views  and  po- 
licy. In  Ireland  your  tests  a])ply  directly 
to  the  Catholics  exclusively.  They  apply 
to  their  doctrines  only,  and  they  do  not 
bear  upon  all' other  Dissenters  within  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  admit, 
therefore,  that  in  Ireland,  the  question 
stands  upon  a  different  foundation  from 
what  it  does  in  England  ;  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say,  and  I  wish  that  it  may  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  if  the  difference 
between  the  Catholic  and  the  Established 
Church,  were  differences  barely  religious, 
if  they  were  confined  to  doctrines  purely 
of  a  religious  nature,  such  as  transubi<tan- 
tiation — the  invocation  of  the  saints — the 
adoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary — if  they 
were  confined  to  doctrines  of  that  descrip* 
tion,  in  my  opiniod,  1  should  say  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  putting  the  Rum  an 
Catholics  upon  a  worse  fuotinff  than  any 
other  class  of  Dissenters  in  the  British  em- 
pire: but  that  is  not  the  main  difference 
between  us.  The  point  which  we  are  to 
consider,  whether  right  or  wrong,  is,  that 
there  are  other  tests  applied  to  their  opi- 
nions that  do  not  relate  to  points  purely 
religious — that  do  relate  to  points  con- 
nccUd  with  the  civil  and  religious  govern- 
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meat  of  the  state,  and  nv-hich  we  contend 
are  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  coun- 
try ;  bat  which  the  Roman  Catholics  can- 
not get  over.  Your  lordships  will  see,  that 
if  we  look  at  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  that 
is  one  of  the  tests  to  which  they  make  ob- 
jection ;  but  of  which,  it  appears  to  me, 
they  have  taken  a  false  and  erroneous 
view;  because  your  lordships  are  aware 
that  that  oath  does  not  call  upon  a  person 
to  say  that  the  King  is  the  head  of  the 
Church.  It  is  an  oath  simply  of  abjura- 
tion— it  is  an  oaih  that  only  calls  upon  a 
person  to  say,  that  no  foreign  prince,  or 
foreign  potentate  hath,  or  ought  to  have, 
-any  power  or  pre-eminence,  or  supremacy 
in  these  kingdoms.  The  question  then,  I 
•ay,  arises  out  of  the  principle  already 
stated,  namely,  how  far  this  principle  is 
necessary  to  be  maintained,  for  the  secu- 
rity of  your  civil  and  religious  liberties. 
As  to  the  case  iuelf,  certainly  if  there 
could  be  found  any  person  who  never 
heard  of  the  diiferences  between  Protest- 
ant and  Papist,  and  to  whom  it  was  stated 
that  there  was  a  power  ip  Europe  which 
claimed  a  general  jurisdiction  in  all  coun« 
tries;  that  there  were  certain  countries 
that  denied  that  jurisdiction ;  and  the 
question  was  put  to  him,  as  to  the  reason- 
ableness or  expediency  of  that  independent 
country  so  denying  that  supremacy,  that 
they  should  put  a  test  to  alt  persons  who 
wished  to  possess  all  civil  situations,  and 
'who  claimed  civil  pow^r  and  certain  other 
rights,  I  think,  that  were  such  a  proposi- 
tion put  to  a  person — ignorant  of  the  dis- 
pute between  Catholics  and  ProtesUnts, 
the  answer  would  be,  that  such  a  proposi- 
tion was  so  reasonable,  so  just,  and  carried 
along  with  it  the  principle  of  an  indepen- 
dent government  and  country,  that  no  per- 
sons in  the  state  ought  to  refuse  to  take  it; 
or  if  they  did  refuse,  they  ought  not  to 
complain  of  exclusion  :  because  the  ques- 
tion here  stands  upon  the  same  footing. 
The  principle  of  a  Protestant  state,  feeling 
that  it  is  independent,  that  it  has  full  power 
within  itself,  and  that  no  power  out  of  it 
has  any  authority  to  interfere  in  its  state 
policy. 

It  does,  therefore,  appear  to  me,  that 
those  who  claim  a  right  to  exercise  power 
in  it,  should  acknowledge  the  supremacy 
of  its  power,  and  should  take  an  oath  to 
bind  them  thereto.  But  then,  we*hear  it 
now  stated  in  argument,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  are  ready  to  disclaim  all  civil 
and  temporal  power  in  any  foreign  poten- 
tate or  authority,  and  that  they  only  wish 
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a  spiritual  authority  in  the  Pope,  to  be  re* 
cognized,  exclusively.  Now  the  question 
is,  how  far  it  is  possible  to  separate  spiri* 
tual  fro;n  temporal  power  ?  1  am  not  dia* 
posed  to  discuss  in  the  abstract,  how  far  it 
may  be  possible  to  separate  them;  but  of 
this  I  am  certain,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
separate  spiritual  and  temporal  power  in 
any  country,  in  which  there  is  the  larger 
pro(>ortion  of  the  population  Roman  Ca« 
tholics.  This  I  state  as  founded  upon  th# 
system  of  that  Church  itself,  and  I  never 
heard,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  hear,  some* 
thing  like  an  answer  to  this  argument.  It 
has  been  stated,  that  the  spiritual  power  ' 
•f  the  Pope,  according  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic notion  of  it,  is  supreme.  But  then,  is 
it  not  evident,  that  it  applies  not  only  to 
the  most  sacred  of  instituiions,  upon  which* 
in  fact,  depends  the  whole  form  of  civil 
society  ;  but  that  it  applies  to  the  institn* 
tion  of  marriage,  which  is  the  foundation 
of  all  civil  society,  whether  it  be  of  tho 
Christian,  Mahometan,  or  any  other  relir 
gion  whatever  ;  it  forms  the  basis  of  so- 
ciety, of  all  the  charities  of  life,  and  is  an 
institution  upon  which  depends  nine  oat 
of  ten  of  all  the. questions  affecting  pro- 
perty.  And  yet  every  one  knows  that  thf 
law  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  upon 
this  subject,  is  different  from  the  Protestr 
ant.  The  Roman  Catholic  thinks  that  it 
is  a  question  not  fit  for  the  decision  of  tem- 
poral courts,  while  the  Protestant  think%it 
is.  But  that  which  is  material  on  this 
subject  is,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  does 
not  apply  to  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  tha 
country  for  jurisdiction  in  this  question, 
conceiving  that  the  spiritual  court,  alone, 
has  controul  in  matters  of  this  nature,  and 
that  in  the  dernier  resort,  appeal  only  lies 
to  the  court  of  Rome  itself. 

Now  with  reipect  to  the  charges  exhi- 
bited against  the  Roman  Catholics,  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  I  cannot  believe  them. 
I  do  not  believe  they  hold  the  doctrine  of 
not  keeping  the  faith  with  heretics;  and  I 
verily  believe  as  far  as  any  moral  princi- 
ple, not  connected  with  the  Established 
Church,  their  institutions  are  as  pure  as 
our  own.  All  I  say  is,  that  with  regard 
to  their  ecclesiastical  opinions,  as  con- 
trasted with  our  own,  they  are  different 
with  those  of  his  Majesty's  Protestant  sub- 
jects :  and  when  I  apply  this  to  the  insti- 
tution in  question,  can  it  be  safe  in  a  Pro^ 
testant  country,  to  place  upon  your  bench 
'of  justice,  judges  to  decide  upon  the  state 
of  property,  who  hold  the  laws  of  the 
country  conscientiously,  to  be  dirccUy  ^ft 
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▼artaii<%  \Tith  that  of  their  own  religion, 
who  believe  that  the  law  of  the  country  to 
be  adverse  to  the  law  of  God. 

Now,  my  lords,  follow  this  principle 
through  other  points  of  view— Theirs  is 
not  an  elective  Church.  It  is  an  hierar- 
chy. It  has  the  same  gradation  of  rank 
with  the  Established  Churchy  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest.  It  has  also  the 
same  principle  of  ambition  and  desire  for 
the  same  temporal  power  as  the  Established 
Church.  But  in  whom  is  that  mass  of  pa- 
tronage to  be  placed  to  which  such  an  in- 
stitution would  naturally  give  rise? — Why, 
in  the  Pope  himself; — a  foreign  power — 
a  foreign  potentate.  Why  then,  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  a  jurisdiction  of  the  kind 
in  all  the  appointments,  in  all  the  eccle* 
siastical  gradations  of  the  Catholic  hierar- 
chy,---a  power  which  has  the  same  influ- 
ence in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Church,  as  the  King  of  England  has 
over  the  Protestant,  with  the  same  means 
and  temptations  laid  open  to  them  in  com- 
mon with  all  men :  will  any  man  say  that 
an  establishment  of  that  kind,  under  the 
influence  of  a  foreign  power,  m^y  not  be 
made  a  formidable  instrument  of  danger 
in  such  hands  ?  And  may  it  not  be  a  fair 
subject  of  jealousy  in  a  Protestant  country  ? 
Then,  my  lords,  apply  this  further  to  other 
principles :  apply  it  even  to  what  may 
appear  purely  spiritual  :  namely,  to  ex- 
communication and  all  its  consequences. 
Are  noble  lords  aware  of  the  consequences 
of  excommunication  to  individuals  who  in- 
cur the  penalty  of  that  sentence :  They 
may  see  in  their  courts  of  law,  one  trial 
which  has  taken  place,  where  the  most 
important  temporal  effects  have  arisen  out 
of  offences,  if  they  were  offences — but  of- 
fences which,  in  a  fair  sense  of  the  word, 
were  of  a  mere  spiritual  nature,  and  which 
became  subject  to  that  punishment  ?  It 
gives  the  power  of  personal  confinement, 
and  corporal  punishment,  to  the  persons 
exercising  it ;  and,  therefore,  no  man  will 
say  that  is  not  a  temporal  power  ?  I  will 
next  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  the 
important  powers  of  absolution  and  au- 
ricular confession : — I  do  not  direct  your 
lordships'  attention  to  that  power  as  it  is 
understood  in  its  spiritual  effects — but  to 
the  temporal  power  with  which  it  invests 
the  priesthood  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  gives 
more  temporal  power  and  authority  to 
those  persons  amongst  the  populace  than 
can  be  claimed  by  the  state.  My  noble 
friend  has  alluded  to  the  doctrine  respect- 
ing the  Pope  at  this  day.    He  bQiieres 


that  the  tenets  of  the  Catholic  religion  ar« 
different  from  what  they  were  formerly. 
I  believe  the  'statement  of  my  nobi» 
friend  was  not  made  without  foundation  : 
but,  I  think,  it  goes  to  this  effect^  that  yoa 
are  the  more  seriously  called  upon,  before 
you  make  these  concessions,  to  know 
what  is  the  state  of  these  opinions,  and 
whether  any,  and  what  securities  can  b% 
obtained  from  the  Roman  Catholics? 
But  I  have  stated  generally  what  are  my 
sentiments  upon  this  subject;  and  ia 
putting  an  interpretation  upon  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  I  do  not 
wish  to  refer  you  to  opinions  of  a  remote 
period,  or  to  ancient  authorities  ;  but  th» 
authority  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  you,  is 
the  Roman  Catholic  authority  of  an  Irish* 
man  and  a  priest  at  the  present  day  ;  a 
person  of  most  respectable  character,  of 
great  learning,  in  a  synod  of  February  1810, 
the  doctrine  to  which  I  will  now  allodt» 
was  recognized  and  published  through  tha 
pamphlet  of  that  learned  man.  And  if 
that  doctrine  be  truly  stated,  it  will  follow 
that  the  resolution  in  which  it  is  recog« 
nizedb  expresses  the  sentiments  of  tbo 
Catholics  themselves  at  this  day.  That 
learned  man  states  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  ilesh  and  blood  in  this  spiritual 
power  ;  that  the  bishops  claim  the  power 
of  imprisoning  in  episcopal  matters,  of 
whipping  and  other  tortures,  of  settling 
the  kts  of  the  inferior  clergy  on  baptism, 
&c.  And  will  any  man  say  that  these 
are  not  powers  of  a  temporal  nature  ? 

These,  my  lords,  are  not  the  opinions 
of  any  prejudiced  Protestant,  nor  the  opi* 
nions  of  an  authority  of  any  remote  time  ^ 
but  they  are  the  opinions  of  a  man  learned 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  subject,  a  pastor 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  now 
in  existence ;  and  if  the  opinions  of  tho 
Catholics  of  former  tiiyies  were  different 
from  what  they  are  now,  these  are,  how* 
ever,  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  per* 
sons  most  anxious  for  the  furtherance  of 
this  great  object.  But  until  the  opinions 
of  Catholics  are  further  explahied  moro 
at  large  by  themselves,  and  we  are  to 
judge  of  this  question  with  reference  to 
present  times  and  sentiments,  we  must  act 
upon  the  information  we  have. 

I  now  wrsh  to  know  what  is  the  effect 
of  these  doctrines,  and  the  difficulties, 
and,  I  may  say,  almost  the  impossibilities 
of  drawing  any  distinction  between  spiri* 
tual  and  temporal  power.  I  wish  noblo 
lords,  who  support  the  motion,  to  say  how 
a  conscientious  RomsA  Catliolic  can  act' 
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with  respect  to  those  disputed  points  of 
authority  ?  In  a  thoosand  questions  of 
daily  occurrence,  the  Roman  Catholics 
may  be  placed  in  a  situation  where  there 
are  two  conflicting  authorities.  Is  it  not 
natural,  therefore,  for  him  to  prefer  the 
higher  duties  to  the  lesser  ?  May  not  a 
Boman  Catholic  who  considers  himself 
thus  in  allegiance  to  two  authorities,  in  a 
matter  of  doubt,  consider  his  spiritual 
duties  first,  and  bis  temporal  duties  after- 
wards. Therefore,  my  lords,  I  cannot 
Me  that  there  is  any  possible  principle  by 
which  you  can  act  with  safety  to  your- 
•eWes,  if  you  make  the  proposed  concefr* 
aons. 

.  As  long  as  this  country  is  a  Protestant 
eountry— >as  long  as  you  maintain  its  go- 
vernment by  Protestaot  laws,  I  do  pro- 
less  myself  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  how 
it  could  be  safe,  to  put  persons  who  enter- 
tain such  opinions  ai  these,  into  the  pos- 
iession  of  places  or  power  of  any  consi- 
derable importance. 

My  noble  friend  says,  that  the  danger 
BOW  is  not  so  great,  when  compared  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  day,  as 
it  was  formerly.  I  certaini}*  am  disposed 
to  admit  that  these  opinions  might,  indeed, 
according  to  difierent  times  and  circum* 
itances,  be  more  or  less  dangerous  ;  but 
if  ever  there  were  circumstances  in  the 
kittory  of  the  world  where  they  were 
BM>re  dangerous  than  ever,  now  is  that 
time.  Formerly,  when  the  question  dis- 
cussed was  between  Protestant  and  Papist, 
Catholic  Europe  was  divided.  There  was 
ar  balance  of  power  between  the  different 
states  of  Europe:  and  the  rery  eircum«- 
itances  arising  out  of  that  balance  made 
the  Pope  an  independent  power:  but 
flow,  circumstances  are  quite  different, 
hecause  all  the  continental  nations  are 
under  the  inftuenoe  of  France.  My  noble 
friend  has  alluded  to  tt>e  present  situation 
•f  the  Pspe,  and  he  has  stated  that  his 
holiness,  acting  upon  the  dictates  of  his 
•wn  conscience,  rather  than  forego  the 
maintenance  of  his  own  opinions,  has  sub- 
mitted himself  to  the  degradation  and 
humiliating  ntuation  of  a  prisoner  to  the 
FVench  authority.  Now,  if  that  Pope 
should  in  the  course  of  nature  be  taken 
•ti^  we  have  no  security  for  his  successor. 
Who  has  the  power  of  deciding  as  to  his 
Ibeing  canonical ly  elected  ?  Do  we  not 
recollect  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
times  ?-<-Do  we  not  keow  that  the  greater 
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Do  we  not  know  that  Rome  is  at  this 
moment  considered  the  second  town  in 
the  French  empire  ?  Under  these  circum* 
stances,  then,  who  is  to  decide  what  dan- 
gers may  not  arise ;  and  what  new  and 
dangerous  increase  of  power  may  not  ha 
added  to  the  Papal  authority }  Therefore, 
my  lords,  I  cannot  see  any  circumstances 
which  make  the  danger  less  now  than 
it  ever  was.  The  dangers  may  have  di« 
minished  in  some  respects,  but  then  my  , 
noble  friend  puts  an  argument  which  he 
admits,  after  all,  must,  even  in  the  most 
fanciful  judgment  of  every  man  in  the 
country,  be  allowed ;  namely,  the-danger 
of  making  these  concessions  before  the 
consequences  of  these  dangers  are  dis- 
cussed. But  I  will  fairly  state,  that  upon 
the  fairest  view  I  could  take  of  this  sub- 
ject, the  result,  in  my  mind,  has  been  this# 
that  the  danger  of  granting  the  conces- 
sions at  this  moment  is,  upon  the  whole, 
greater  than  that  of  withholding  thenf ; 
and,  therefore,  if  the  danger  in  the  former 
case  appears  much  greater,  upon  the  com* 
parison,  I  should  rather  be  inclined  to 
risk  the  latter  than  run  the  chance  of  tha 
former. 

I  think  it  my  duty  here  to  consider 
what  the  danger  of  concession  is,  as  far  as 
it  respects  the  security  of  the  government. 
My  noble  friend  does  not  see  how  this  is 
to  form  a  part  of  the  question.  Now,  the 
question  which  we  ask  of  those  who  con- 
ceive the  Catholic  claims  should  be  con- 
ceded upon  the  general  grounds  that  are 
stated,  is,  if  this  was  granted  would  there 
be  a  complete  barrier  against  all  further 
demands?  What  security,  I  would  ask, 
have  we,  if  we  granted  ail  they  now  ask, 
that  they  would  stop  here  ?  I  would  beg 
to  say  one  or  two  words  upon  this  subject, 
and  refer  your  lordships  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Catholics,  at  a  former  period.  In  tha 
year  1792  the  elective  franchite  was  de* 
manded  upo»  very  different  conditions 
from  those  on  which  it  was  held  by  tha 
Protestants.  It  was  not  at  all  demanded 
npon  equal  terms  with  them;  bat  in  tha 
year  1793  that  pririlege  was  conceded  to 
them  apoQ  the  same  terms  as  the  Pro- 
testants, in  virtue  of  the  reasons  then  as- 
signed. How  lodg  did  those  concessions 
keep  them  contented  ?  I  do  not  meaoia 
cast  any  injurious  reflections  upon  Ihem  ; 
but  your  lordships  are  aware  tliat  id  tha 
year  1795  they  applied  again  to  parlia- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  removing  alt  thefir 
rdigious  disabilities.  I  hate  already 
statedtktt  I  coanpietely  Mqviv  the^HomM 
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Catholics  of  all  those  immoral  tefiets  that 
have  been  laid  to  their  charge ;  and  I 
believe  most  sincerely  they  have  no  foan- 
dation  in  fact ;  but  we  cannot  forget  that 
they  consider  that  theirs  is  the  only  legi- 
timate Church  in  the  world ;  we  cannot 
forget  that  they  are  adverse  to  our  ideas 
upon  thii  subject,  not  by  doctrine  only, 
bat  they  consider  that  their  Church  has 
an  universal  jurisdiction,  not  in  one  par* 
ticular  country,  but  in  all  countries ;  and 
that  this  forms  an  essential  and  vital  part 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  Now,  is 
it  in  the  course  of  human  nature  to  sup* 
pose,  that  were  you  to  make  these  conces- 
sions of  political  power,  they  would  rest 
satisfied,  or  that  they  would  not  look  for- 
ward to  the  furtherance  of  their  own  reli- 
gion, and  the  establishment  of  that  religion 
in  these  countries  r  What  temptation,  my 
noble  friend  asks,  have  they,  more  than  any 
other  man,  to  injure  the  present  establish- 
ment ?  When  y  ou  come  to  the  question,  you 
will  find  what  motives  they  would  have;  you 
would  find  a  very  powerful  interest  created, 
prejudicial  to  the  Protestant  establishment. 
With  regard  to  the  present  question,  how- 
ever, and  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood,  my 
sincere  opinion  is,  that  the  immediate 
effect  of  this  measure  would  be  merely  to 
benefit  a  small  proportion  of  your  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  directly  and  immediate- 
ly ;  but  at  last  it  would  begin  to  be  con- 
sidered by  them,  with  respect  to  their 
Church  establishment,  whether  they  shall 
pay  fur  the  maintenance  of  two  Churches 
or  one  ?  Your  lordships  will  see  the  con- 
sequence of  that.  The  question  would  be 
then,  whether  they  shall  pay  their  own 
clergy  instead  of  the  Protestant  clergy  ? 
And,  I  would  ask,  is  there  a  man  in  Ireland 
of  any  rank  or  description  who  is  not  di- 
rectly and  intimately  interested  in  that 
question  ?  Therefore,  out  of  this,  arises  as 
soon  as  this  question  is  disposed  of,  a  se- 
cond question— namely,  as  to  the  policy 
of  this  proceeding.  By  this  measure  there 
is  no  doubt  you  will  directly  benefit  a 
few  ;  but  the  instant  you  would  pass  such 
a  measure  as  this,  you  would  have  all  ranks 
and  sects  of  the  people  laying  chiim  to 
that  privilege  to  which  I  have  alludi^. 

My  lords ;  in  considering  the  interests 
of  the  parties  who  would  be  affected  by 
this  measure,  you  would  not  lose  sight  of 
the  interests  of  those  whose  very  circum- 
stances from  the  nature  of  their  situations, 
^ould,  above  all  others,  be  most  affected  by 
the  measure— the  great  body  of  the  clergy 
of  Iielaod— who  would  £eel  adireot  and  im- 


mediate interest  in  the  question;  whereat' 
the  Roman  Catholics  have  only  an  indirect- 
interest  in  it.  Bat  my  noble  friend,  I  really* 
think,  was  a  little  misled  in  this  part  of 
his  argument,  and  departed  not  a  littlt 
from  his  premises ;  for  in  the  beginning, 
of  his  speech,  he  said  he  was  a  friend  t9% 
the  Protestant  establishment  in  Ireland; 
whereas,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  his  argo* 
ments  went  to  this— that  there  would  b#- 
no  safety  for  that  establishment  until  th# 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  were  established 
in  Ireland  :  and  I  do  maintain,  from  thft 
opinion  of  the  noble  baron  opposite,  and 
I  do  say,  that  the  very  inference  of  all* 
the  arguments  and  views  that  have  beea^ 
urged  on  that  side  of  the  House  goes  \» 
tbis— that  Ireland  should  be  made  a  Rod- 
man Catholic  country,  and  that  the  estab*< 
lishment  of  Ireland  should  be  Roman 
Catholic. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  b» 
right  to  divide  the  whole  of  the  temporal 
emoluments  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  be«- 
tween  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  clergy. 
I  shall  expect  then,  when  the  subject  ii 
more  matured,  to  hear  that  the  Irish  Pro** 
testant  bishops,  having  first  generously 
made  over  a  portion  of  their  endowments^ 
for  the  peace  and  maintenance  of  theiv 
Catholic  brethren,  are  ready  to  make  »' 
further  proposition,  as   in  some  of  tha 
German  states,  to  subject  all  his  Majesty 'r 
dominions,  by  law,  to  a  division  of  the* 
produce  of  ecclesiastical  dues  between  the 
two  Churches.    That  this  is  an  opinioa 
entertained  it  is  not  irrational  to  suppose; 
but  that  it  is  one  of  the  consequences  that 
will  follow  the  concession  of  the  Catholic' 
claims,  I  most  sincerely  believe. 

My  lords;  we  are  not  without  authorities 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject  in  foreign, 
coimtries ;  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
where  you  would  find  a  preventive  of  that 
spirit  of  partiality  to  which  the  conflictioa 
of  these  different  interests  must  necessarily  • 
lead  }  I  believe  I  may  safely  say  that 
there  is  no  free  state  in  Europe,  in  which 
it  has  been  found  practicable  for  Catholica 
and  Protestants,  for  any  long  continuance, 
to  administer  government  under  the  same 
system  together. 

In  Switzerland  we  find  it  was  not  the 
case,  nor  in  Holland ;  and  in  Poland  thd 
attempt  was  made,  but  it  terminated  in 
the  exclusive  domination  of  the  Catholio' 
religion.  1  know  that  it  has  been  the 
case  in  arbitrary  monarchies,  where  they 
have  coalesced  ^  but  so,  I*  say^  the  quca* 
tiQA  ftaads  with  regard  to  Ireland*    My 
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which  the  intimate  connection  between 
the  Protefltant  establishment  and  the  eo- 
yernment  gives  to  the  constitution.  My 
own  view  of  that  point  of  history  called 
the  Revolution  of  1688  is  this— that  tb« 
Church  establishment  of  the  country,  a» 
it  now  exists,  has  always  been  an  object 
of  affection  to  the  government,  and  that 
the  Revolution  was  as  much  founded  upoa 
the  principle  that  the  state  should  be  Pro* 
testaat  as  that  the  monarchy  should  be 
limited.  The  object  sought  by  that  great 
event  was  the  maintenance  of  our  religious, 
civil  and  pdlitical  liberties  together.  I 
maintain  that  civil  power  and  religious 
liberty  were  united  in  that  great  event. 
Thev  were  both  considered  as  essential  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country  and  the  esta* 
blishment  of  the  Protestant  religion. 

In  viewing  this  question,  let  me  intreat 
noble  lords  to  consider  upon  what  princi- 
ple you  can  justify  the  limitation  of  the 
crown  to  a  Protestant  succession,  if  this 
question,  as  of  right,  can  be  admitted  f 
You  have  done  away  all  restrictions  upon 
the  Catholics  short  of  political  power,  and 
now  it  is  desired  to  surrender  that.  If  this 
is  a  question  of  expediency  I  can  under- 
stand it ;  because  expediency  says  you 
may  go  to  a  certain  length.  But  if  it  is  ar* 
gued  as  a  question  of  right,  I  maintain,  as 
the  result  of  my  opinion,  thut  you  have  no 
alternative,  and  you  can  do  nothing  else. 
That  they  will  not  stop  at  the  point  that 
we  may  think  expedient  is  pretty  evident 
— the  prayer  of  this  Petition  is  for  every 
thing.  You  are  not  desired  to  consider 
their  case  with  a  view  to  give  them  any^ 
particular  privilege,  or  a  part  of  what  they 
ask ;  but  you  are  called  upon  not  only  to 
give  every  thing,  but  to  consider  their  de* 
mand  upon  the  ground  of  right.  My 
lords,  then,  if  it  is  an  essential  principle 
of  your  Protestant  constitution,  that  your 
king  is  to  be  a  Protestant,  I  ask  upon  what 
principle  of  justice  it  is  you  can  exclude 
the  Catholics  from  having  a  Catholic  prince 
in  possession  of  the  crown  ?  If  you  sur« 
render  what  they  now  claim,  then  I  would 
ask  you,  would  you  put  a  Roman  Catholic 
family  on  the  throne  under  these  notorious 
circumstances  that  I  have  stated  ?  and  if 
you  would  not,  bow  could  you  exclude 
the  Roman  Catholics,  if  it  be  their  right, 
from  the  benefit  of  having  a  Catholic  mo- 
narch ?  I  do  therefore  maintain,  that  the 
very  essence  and  principle  of  the  Revolu- 
tion was  that  you  should  have  a  limited 
monarchy ;  and  that  the  sUte  should  be 
Protestant :  to  extend  toleration  and  rdi- 


noble  friend  says,  take  away  the  interest 
that  is  hostile  to  the  establishment,  and 
you  are  secure.  For  my  own  part,  I  be- 
lieve that  if  in  Ireland  you  could  establish 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  still  you 
could  not  preserve  a  Protestant  king;  be- 
cause the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  would 
look  up  to  the  crown  for  their  tempora- 
lities, and  the  laws  of  the  Church  must  be 
Roman  Catholic  instead  of  those  of  the 
religious  establishment  of  this  country. 
But  the  question  is  this — whether  in  a 
Protestant  country,  whilst  it  remains  Pro- 
testant, you  can  introduce  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Church  power  without  an  insurrec- 
tion, or  at  least  the  most  hostile  prejudices 
against  them  ?  I  say  it  is  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  government,  and  at  va- 
riance with  every  example  of  history. 

What  do  the  Roman  Catholics  say  them- 
selves? I  do  not  wish  to  go  now  into  the 
question  of  the  Veto.  The  Roman  Catholics 
have  some  of  them  recommended  what  their 
advocates  have  held  out;  but  they  pro- 
fess exclusive  submission  to  a  foreign  Ca- 
tholic Church,  and  then  they  call  upon 
you  to  admit  them  to  all  the  benefits  of 
3rour  Protestant  establishment.  This 
goes  most  materially  and  most  essentially 
to  the  most  important  consideration  under 
which  this  question  is  presented  to  you. 
My  lords,  it  I  am  to  consider  the  effect 
that  this  measure  may  have  upon  the  con- 
stitution of  this  state  :  If  I  am  to  consider 
of  the  effect  it  may  have  upon  the  political 
and  civil  establishment  of  Ireland,  I  do 
believe  whatever  convenience  may  arise, 
from  acceding  to  these  claims,  the  incon- 
venience would  be  infinitely  greater  than 
the  danger  of  refusing  them  at  once. 

When  I  speak  of  the  opinions  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  as  they  maintain  them 
at  present,  I  do  not  shut  out  the  hope  that 
some  serious  and  essential  changes  may 
take  place.  If  they  do  the  question  may 
come,  under  new  circumstances,  before 
parliament.  Then  will  be  the  proper 
time  to  entertain  the  consideration  of  the 
question.  But  until  we  have  these  changes, 
or  until  we  have  sufficient  security  against 
that  foreign  power  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
I  do  consider  it  to  be  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  our  constitution  to 
admit  the  Catholics  without  them. 

My  noble  friend  concluded  his  speech 
with  a  reference  to  the  constitution  as  es- 
tablished at  the  Revolution ;  but  I  will 
not  go  into  the  consideration  of  thatques* 
tion.  My  noble  friend  seeins,  however, 
Tery  mucb  to  ttader*TalQe  the  seeurity 
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gioQs  freedom  to  the  farthest  point  they 
coald  go  :  that  no  principle  of  exclusion 
ought  to  be  found,  unless  you  are  tho- 
roughly conTinced  that  the  dangers  arising 
from  exclusion  are  greater  than  those 
from  concession.  I  am  thoroughly  satis- 
fied that  in  the  present  state  of  things,  no 
benefit  can  arise  from  the  discussion  of 
this  subject.  You  are  called  upon  to  make 
•—not  a  particular  concession, — but  to 
concede  the  whole  ;  and  upon  grounds,  as 
I  think,  inconsistent  with  the  general  se- 
curity of  the  establishment  of  your  coun- 
try ;  and  upen  that  ground  I  give  my  op- 
position to  this  motion. 

The  Marquis  of  Dowmhire.^~My  lords ; 
I  rise  to  say  a  very  few  words  upon  the 
motion  before  you,  in  support  of  the  Tote, 
which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  on  this 
question.     The  Petition  before  you  speaks 
the  sentiments  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  praying  for 
final  Emancipation  from  the  penal  restric- 
tions under  which  they  labour,  merely  on 
account  of  their  religious  sentiments.    It 
is  signed  by  very  great  numbers  of  the 
Protestant  population  of  the  country,  emi- 
nent for  their  characters,  for  their  loyalty, 
lor  their  attachment  to  their  king,  country 
and  constitution — for  their  great  landed 
property,  and  consequently  for  the  great 
stake  they  possess  in  every  thing   which 
can  interest  them   in  the  security  of  the 
constitution,   in  the  maintenahce   of  the 
state,  and  the  permanent  tranquillity  and 
happiness  of  their  country  ;  which  happi- 
ness they  firmly  believe  to  he  vitally  and 
insuperably  connected  with  the  complete 
Emancipation  of   their   Roman   Catholic 
brethren;     who    labour    under    political 
grievances,  in  the  removal  of  which,  I  be- 
lieve  in  my  conscience,  there  would  not 
be   the    leasi  danger   to  this   Protestant 
state  ;    while,  on  the  contrary,  I  do  most 
sincerely  think,    that  removal  would  be 
eqnally  bentfirial  to  every  description  of 
his  Maj^'sty's  subjects — that  it  is  essential 
to  the  maintaining  the  security,  and  the 
existence   of  the  British  empire;  and  to 
the  union  of  all  hearts  and  bands  within 
thsit  empirp,  for  i's  defence  against   the 
daiifir«M8  by  which  we  are  surrounded.     In 
preseniing  to  your  lordships  the  particular 
Petition  v%hich  I  had  the  honour  of  laying 
on  your  lable,  I  only  complied  with  the 
solicitations  of  a  very  numerous  body  of 
the  Piott'<itant  and  Catholic  gentlemen  re- 
sitlinu  iM  thai  put  of  Ireland  where  I  am 
more  imm'cliiiely  interested,  and  I  sin- 
cerely wi,h  that  I  may  proy«  a  successful 
(VOL.  XXJI.) 
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instrument  of  obtaining  for  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  the  object  of  their  claims.  X 
shall  not  longer  detain  your  lordships  by 
referring  to  arguments  which  have  already 
been  so  much  more  ably  and  eloquently 
urged  in  favour  of  those  claims,  than  I 
could  do,  and  I  shall  conclude  by  giving 
my  decided. vote  in  favour  of  the  iliotion. 
Lord  JE^ron.— My  lords ;  the  question 
before  the  House  has  been  so  frequently, 
fully  and  ably  discussed,  and  never  per- 
haps more  ably  than  on  this  night ;  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  adduce  new  argii* 
ments  for  or  against  it.  But  with  each 
discussion^  difficulties  have  been  removed^ 
objections  have  been  canvassed  and  refut- 
ed, and  some  of  the  former  opponents  of 
Catholic  Emancipation  have  at  length 
conceded  to  the  expediency  of  relieving 
the  petitioners.  In  conceding  thus  much 
however,  a  new  objection  is  started  ;  it  is 
not  the  time,  say  they,  or  it  is  an  impro- 
per time,  or  there  is  time  enough  yet.  In 
some  degree  I  concur  with  those  who  say, 
it  is  not  the  time  exactly ;  that  time  is 
past ;  better  had  it  been  for  the  country, 
that  the  Catholics  possessed  at  this  mo* 
ment  their  proportion  of  our  privileges, 
that  their  nobles  held  their  due  weight  in 
our  councils,  than  that  we  should  be  as- 
sembled to  discuss  their  claims.  It  had 
indeed  been  better 

"  Non  tempore  tali 
''  Cogere  concilium  cum  muros  obsidet  hostis/' 

The  enemy  is  without,  and  distress  with- 
in. It  is  too  late  to  cavil  on  doctrinal 
points,  when  we  must  unite  in  defence  of 
things  more  important  than  the  mere 
ceremonies  of  religion.  It  is  indeed  sin- 
gular, that  we  are  called  together  to  deli- 
berate, not  on  the  God  we  adore,  for  in 
that  we  are  agreed  ;  not  about  the  King 
we  obey,  for  to  him  we  are  loyal ;  but 
how  far  a  difference  in  the  ceremonials  of . 
worship,  how  far  believing  not  too  little, 
but  too  much>  (the  worst  that  can  be  im- 
puted to  (he  Catholics,)  how  far  too  much 
devotion  to  their  God,  may  incapacitate 
our  fellow-subjects  from  effectually  serv- 
ing their  King. 

Much  has  been  said,  within  and  without 
doors,  of  Church  and  State,  and  although 
those  venerable  words  have  been  too  often 
prostituted  to  the  most  despicable  of  party 
purposes,  we  cannot  hear  them  too  often  ; 
all,  I  presume,  are  the  advocates  of 
Church  and  State,  the  Church  of  Christ, 
and  the  state  of  Great  Britain ;  but  not  a 
state  of  exclusion  and  of  despotism,  not 
an  intolerant  Churchy  not  a  Church  rnili* 

(2T) 
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tant,  ^hich  renders  itself  liable  to  the  very 
objection  urged  against  the  Romish  com- 
munion, and  in  a  greater  degree,  for  the 
Catholic  merely  withholds  its  spiritual 
benediction,  (aiid  even  that  is  doubtful,} 
but  our  Church,  or  rather  our  churchmen. 
Hot  only  refuse  to  the  Catholic  their  spi- 
ritual grace,  but  all  temporal  blessings 
whatsoever.  It  was  aa  observation  of  the 
great  lord  Peterborough,  made  within 
these  walls,  or  within  the  walls  where  the 
Lords  then  assembled,  that  he  was  for  a 
"  Parliamentary  king  and  a  parliamentary 
constitution,  but  not  a  parliamentary  Grod 
and  a  parliamentary  religion/'  The 
interval  of  a  century"  has  not  weakened 
the  force  of  the  remark.  It  is  indeed  time 
that  we  should  leave  off  these  petty  cavils 
on  frivolous  points,  these  Lilliputian  so- 
phistries, whether  our  "  eggs  are  best  bro- 
ken at  the  broad  or  narrow  end." 

The  opponents  of  the  Catholics  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes;  those  who  assert 
that  the  Catholics  have  too  much  already, 
and  those  who  allege  that  the  lower  orders, 
at  least,  have  ncfthing  more  to  require. 
We  are  told  by  the  former,  that  the  Ca- 
tholics never  will  be  contented :  by  the  lat- 
ter, that  they  are  already  too  happy. 
The  last  paradox  is  sufficiently  refuted  by 
the  present  as  by  all  past  Petitions ;  it 
might  as  well  be  said,  that  the  negroes 
did  not  desire  to  be  emancipated,  but  this 
is  an  unfortunate  comparison,  for  you  have 
already  delivered  them  out  of  the  house  of 
bondage  without  any  Petition  on  their 
part,  but  many  from  their  task-masters 
to  a  contrary  effect;  and  for  myself, 
when  I  consider  this,  I  pity  the  Catholic 
peasantry  for  not  having  the  good  fortune 
to  be  born  black.  But  the  Catholics  are 
contented,  or  at  least  ought  to  be,  -as  we 
are  told;  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to 
touch  on  a  few  of  those  circumstances 
which  so  marvellously  contribute  to  their 
exceeding  contentment.  They  are  not 
allowed  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion 
in  the  regular  army ;  the  Catholic  soldier 
cannot  absent  himself  from  the  service  of 
the  Protestant  clergyman,  and  unless  he 
is  quartered  in  Ireland  or  in  Spain,  where 
can  he  find  eligible  opportunities  of  at- 
tending his  own?  The  permission  of 
Catholic  chaplains  to  the  Irish  militia 
regiments  was  conceded  as  a  special  fa- 
vour, and  not  till  after  years  of  remon* 
•trance,  although  an  Act,  passed  in  17y3, 
established  it  as  a  right.  But  are  the 
Catholics  properly  protected  in  Ireland  ? 
Can  the  Church  purchase  a  rood  of  land 


whereon  to  erect  a  chapel  ?  No  !  all  tho 
places  of  worship  are  built  on  lei^es  of 
trust  or  suffisrance  from  the  laity,  easily 
broken  and  often  betrayed.  The  moment 
any  irregular  wish,  any  casual  caprice  of 
the  benevolent  landlord  meets  with  oppo« 
sition,  the  doors  are  barred  itgainst  the  coo* 

gregation*  This  has  happened  continually* 
ut  in  no  instance  more*  glaringly,  than 
at  the  town  of  Newton  Bark'y  fin  the  coun- 
ty of  Wexford.  The  Catholics  enjoying 
no  regular  chapel,  as  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, hired  two  barns;  which  being  thrown 
into  one,  served  for  public  worship.  At 
this  time,  there  was  quartered  opposite  to 
the  spot,  an  oflBcer  whose  mmd  appears  to 
have  been  deeply  imbued  with  those  pre- 
judices which  the  Protestant  Petitions  now 
on  the  table,  prove  to  have  been  fortu- 
nately eradicated  from  the  more  rational 
portion  of  the  people ;  and  when  the  Ca- 
tholics were  assembled  on  the  Sabbath  a« 
usual,  in  peace  and  goodwill  towards  men, 
for  the  worship  of  their  God  and  yowrs, 
they  found  the  chapel  door  closed,  and 
were  told  that  if  they  did  not  immediate- 
ly retire,  (and  they  were  told  this  by 
a  Yeoman  officer  and  a  magistrate,)  the 
Uiot  Act  should  be  read,  and  the  assembly 
dispersed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet! 
This  was  complained  of  to  the  middle  man 
of  government,  the  Secretary  at  the  Cas- 
tle in  1806,  and  the  answer  was,  (in  lieu 
of  redress,)  that  he  would  cause  a  letter  to 
be  written  to  the  colonel,  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  recurrence  of  similar  dis- 
turbances. Upon  this  ijict  no  very  great 
stress  need  be  laid ;  but  it  tends  to  prove 
that  while  the  Catholic  Church  has  not 
power  to  purchase  land  for  its  chapels  to 
stand  upon,  the  laws  for  its  protection  arf 
of  no  avail.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Ca- 
tholics are  at  the  mercy  of  every  "  pelt- 
ing petty  officer,'^  woo  may  choose  to 
play  his  '^  fantastic  tricks  before  high  hea- 
ven,'' to  insult  his  Ged,  and  injure  nis  fel- 
low creatures. 

£?ery  school -boy,  any  foot*boy,  (such 
have  held  commissions  in  our  service]  any 
foot-boy  who  can  exchange  his  shoulder- 
knot  for  an  epaulet,  may  perform  all  this 
and  more  against  the  Catholic,  by  virtue 
of  that  very  authority  delegated  to  him  by 
his  sovereign,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
defending  his  fellow  subjects  to  the  last 
drop  of  his  blood,  without  discrimination  or 
distinction  between  Catholic  and  Protes- 
tant. 

Have  the  Irish  Catholics  the  full  benefit 
of  trial  by  jury?    They  have  not;  they 


Committee  on  the  Roman  Catholic  Gomu. 


615] 

never  can  have  until  they  are  permitted  to 
share  the  privilege  of  serving  as  sherifi& 
and  under-sheriffs.  Of  this  a  striking 
example  occurred  at  the  last  Enniskil- 
len  assizes.— A  yeoman  was  arraigned  for 
the  murder  of  a  Catholic  named  Mac* 
vournagh ;  three  respectable  uncontra- 
dicted witnesses  deposed  that  they  saw  the 
prisoner  load,  take  aim,  fire  at,  and  kill  the 
said  Macvournagh.  This  was  properly 
commented  on  by  the  judge ;  but  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  bar,  and  indignation 
of  the  court,  the  Protestant  jury' acquitted 
the  accused.  So  glaring  was  the  partia- 
lity, that  Mr.  Justice  Osborne  felt  it  his 
duty  to  bind  over  the  acquitted,  but  not 
absolved  assassin  in  large  recognizances ; 
thus  for  a  time  taking  away  his  licence  to 
kill  Catholics. 

Are  the  very  laws  passed  in  their  favour 
observed  ?  They  are  rendered  nugatory 
in  trivial  as  in  serious  cases.  By  a  late 
act.  Catholic  chaplains  are  permitted  in 
jails,  but  in  Fermanagh  county  the  grand 
jury  lately  persisted  in  presenting  a  sus- 
pended clergyman  for  the  office,  thereby 
evading  the  statute,  notwithstanding  the 
most  pressing  remonstrances  of  a  most 
respectable  magistrate  named  Fletcher  to 
the  contrary.  Such  is  law,  such  is  jus- 
tice, for  the  happy,  free,  contented  Ca- 
tholic ! 

It  has  been  asked  in  another  place, 
why  do  not  the  rich  Catholics  endow 
foundations  for  the  education  of  the  priest- 
hood ?  Why  do  you  not  permit  them  to 
do  so  ?  Why  are  all  such  bequests  subject 
to  the  interference,  the  vexatious,  arbi- 
trary, peculating  interference  of  the 
Orange  commissioners  for  charitable  dona- 
tions ? 

As  to  Maynooth  college,  in  no  instance 
except  at  the  time  of  its  foundation,  when 
a  noble  lord,  (Camden)  at  the  head  of  the 
Irish  administration,  did  appear  to  interest 
himself  in  its  advancement;  and  during 
the  government  of  a  noble  duke,  (Bedford) 
who,  like  his  ancestors,  has  ever  been  the 
friend  of  freedom  and  mankind,  and  who 
has  not  so  far  adopted  the  selfish  policy 
of  the  day  as  to  exclude  the  Catholics 
from  the  number  of  his  fellow-creatures; 
with  these  exceptions,  in  no  instance  has 
that  institution  been  properly  encouraged. 
There  was  indeed  a  time  when  the  Catho- 
lic clergy  were  conciliated,  while  the 
Union  was  pending,  that  Union  which 
could  not  be  carried  without  them,  while 
their  assistance  was  requisite  in  procuring 
addresses  from  the  Catholic  counties  p  then 
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they  were  cajoled  and  caressed,  feared  and 
flattered,  and  given  to  understand  ^  that 
"  the  Union  would  do  every  thing  ;''*  but 
the  moment  it  was  passed,  they  were 
driven  back  with  contempt  into  their  for* 
mer  obscurity. 

In  the  conduct  pursued  towards  May* 
nooth  college,  every  thing  is  done  to  irri- 
tate and  perplex— every  thing  is  done  to 
efi&ce  the  slightest  impression  of  gratitude 
from  the  Catholic  mind;  the  very  hay 
made  upon  the  lawn,  the  fat  and  tallow  of 
the  beef  and  mutton  allowed  must  be  paid 
for  and  accounted  upon  oath.  It  is  true* 
this  economy  in  miniature  cannot  suffi- 
ciently be  commended,  particularly  at  a 
time  when  only  the  insect  defaulters  of 
the  Treasury,  your  Hunts  and  your  Chin* 
nerys,  when  only  those  '*  gilded  bugs'' 
can  escape  the  microscopic  eye  of  minis- 
ters. But  when  you  come  forward  sei- 
sion  after  session,  as  your  paltry  pittance 
is  wrung  from  you  with  wrangling  and  re- 
luctance, to  boast  of  your  liberality,  well 
might  the  Catholic  exciaim  in  the  wordf 
of  Prior— 

**  To  John  I  owe  some  obtigationt 
**  But  John  uoluckilv  thinks  fit 

''  To  publisli  it  to  all  the  natioo, 

''  So  John  and  I  are  more  than  qoiL* 

Some  persons  have  compared  the  C^ 
tholics  to  the  beggar  in  Gil  Bias :  Who 
made  them  beggars?  Who  are  enriched 
with  the  spoils  of  their  ancestors?  And 
cannot  you  relieve  the  beggar  when  yoar 
fathers  have  made  him  such  ?  If  you  are 
disposed  to  relieve  him  at  all,  cannot  yoe 
do  it  without  flinging  your  farthings  in  bis 
face? — As  a  contrast,  however,  to  this 
beggarly  benevolence,  let  us  look  at  the 
Protestant  Charter  Schools ;  to  them  yoe 
have.lately  granted  4 1  fiOQl. :  thus  are  they 
supported,  and  how  are  they  recruited  ? 
Montesquieu  observes  on  the  English  con- 
stitution, that  the  model  may  be  found  ia 
Tacitw,  where  the  historian  describes  ibe 
policy  of  the  Germans,  .and  adds—*"  this 
beautiful  jysteai  was  uken  from  the 
woods;"  so  in  speaking  of  the  charter 
schools  it  may  be  observed,  that  this  beau- 
tiful system  was  taken  from  the  gypsjLes. 
These  schools  are  recruited  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  janissaries  at  the  time  of 
their  enrolment  under  Amurath,  and  the 
gypsies  of  the  present  day  with  stolen 
children,  with  children  decoyed  and  kid- 
napped from  their  Catholic  connections 
by  their  rich  and  powerful  Protestant 
neighbours :  this  is  notorious,  and  one  in- 
stance may  si^ce  to  shew  in  what  man- 
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ner. — The  sister  of  a  Mr.  Carlhy,  (a  Ca- 
tholic gentleman  of  very  considerable  pro* 
perty,)  died,  leaving  two  girls,  wh«  were 
immediatcfly  marked  out  as  proselytes, 
and  conveyed  to  the  charter  school  of 
Coolgreny ;  their  uncle,  on  being  apprized 
,  of  the  fact,  which  took  place  during  his 
absence,  applied  for  the  restitution  of  his 
nieces,  offering  to  settle  an  independence 
on  these  his  relations ;  his  request  was  re- 
fused, and  not  till  after  five  years  struggle, 
and  the  interference  of  very  high  autho- 
rity, could  this  Catholic  gentleman  obtain 
back  his  nearest  of  kindred  from  a  charity 
charter  school.  In  this  manner  are  prose- 
lytes obtained,  and  mingled  with  the  off- 
spring of  such  Protestants  as  may  avail 
themselves  of  the  institution.  And  how 
are  they  taught  ?  A  catechism  is  put  into 
their  hands,  consisting  of,  I  believe,  45 
pages,  in  which  are  three  questions  rela- 
tive to  the  Protestant  religion ;  one  of 
these  queries  is,  *'  where  was  the  Protes- 
tant religion  before  Luther  ?''  Answer, 
•'  in  the  Gospel."  The  remaining  forty- 
four  pages  and  a  half,  regard  the  damnable 
idolatry  of  Papists! 

Allow  me  to  ask  our  spiritual  pastors  and 
masters,  isthis  training  upachild  in  the  way 
which  he  should  go  ? — is  this  the  religion  of 
the  Gospel  before  the  time  of  Luther  ?  that 
religion  which  preaches  "  Peace  on  earth 
and  glory  to  God  ?"  Is  it  bringing  up  in- 
fants to  be  men  or  devils?'  Better  would  it 
be  to  send  them  any  where  than  teach 
them  such  doctrines ;  better  send  them  to 
those  islands  in  the  South  Seas,  where  they 
might  more  humanely  learn  to  become 
cannibals;  it  would  be  less  disgusting  that 
they  were  brought  up  to  devour  the  dead, 
than  persecute  the  living.  Schools  do  you 
call  them  ?  call  them  rather  dunghills, 
where  the  viper  of  intolerance  deposits 
Iter  young,  that  when  their  teeth  are  cut 
and  their  poison  is  mature,  they  may  issue 
forth,  filthy  and  venomous,  to  sting  the 
Catholic.  But  are  these  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church  of  England,  or  of  Churchmen  ? 
Ko,  the  most  enlightened  Churchmen  are 
of  a  different  opinion.  What  says  Paley  ? 
**  I  perceive  no  reason  why  men  of  differ- 
ent religious  persuasions  should  not  sit 
upon  the  same  bench,  deliberate  in  the 
•ame  council,  or  fight  in  the  same  ranks, 
as  well  as  men  of  varioai  religious  opi- 
nions, upon  any  controverted  topic  of  na- 
tural history,  philosophy,  or  ethics  I"  It 
nay  be  answered,  that  Paley  was  not 
strictly  orthodox ;  I  know  nothing  of  his 
orthodoxy,  but  who  will  deny  that  ha  was 


an  ornament  to  the  Church,  to  human  na- 
ture, to  Christianity } 

I  shall  not  dwell  upon  the  grievance  of 
tythes,  so  severely  felt  by  the  peasantry, 
but  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
there  is  an  addition  to  the  burthen,  a  per 
centage  to  the  gatherer,  whose  interest  it 
thus  becomes  to  rate  them  as  highly  as 
possible,  and  we  know  that  in  many  large 
livings  in  Ireland,  the  only  resident  Pro* 
testants  are  the  tythe  proctor  and  hik 
family. 

Amongst  many  causes  of  irritation,  toO 
numerous  for  recapitulation,  there  is  one 
in  the  militia  not  to  be  passed  over,  I  mean 
the  existence  of  Orange  lodges  amongst  the 
privates  ;  can  the  officers  deny  this  ?  and 
if  such  lodges  do  exist,  do  they,  can  they 
tend  to  promote  harmony  amongst  the 
men,  who  are  thus  individually  separated 
in  society,  although  mingled  in  the  ranks? 
And  is  this  general  system  of  persecution  to 
be  permitted,  nr  is  it  to  be  believed  that 
with  such  a  system  the  Catholics  can  or 
ought  to  be  contented  ?  If  they  are,  they 
belie  human  nature ;  they  are  then,  in- 
deed, unworthy  to  be  any  thing  but  the 
slaves  you  have  made  thenv  The  facta 
stated  are  from  most  respectable  authority, 
or  I  should  not  have  dared  in  this  place/ 
or  any  place,  to  hazard  this  avowal.  If  ex- 
aggerated, there  are  plenty  as  willing,  as 
I  believe  them  to  be  unable,  to  disprove 
them.  Should  it  be  objected  that  I  never 
was  in  Ireland,  I  beg  leave  to  observe, 
that  it  is  as  easy  to  know  something  of 
Ireland  without  having  been  there,  as  it 
appears  with  some  to  have  been  born, 
bred,  and  cherished  there,  and  yet  remain 
ignorant  of  its  best  interests. 

But  there  are,  viho  assert  that  the  Ca- 
tholics have  already  been  too  much  in- 
dulged; see  (cry  they)  what  has  been 
done,  we  have  given  them  one  entire  col- 
lege, we  allow  them  food  and  raiment, 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  elements,  and 
leave  to  fight  for  us  as  long  as  they  have 
limbs  and  lives  to  offer,  and  yet  they  are 
never  to  be  satisfied  !  Generous  and  just 
decl aimers  !  to  this,  and  to  this  only, 
amount  the  whole  of  your  arguments, 
when  stripped  of  their  sophistry.  Those 
personages  remind  me  of  a  story  of  a  cer- 
tain drummer,  who  being  called  upon  in 
the  course  of  duty  to  administer  punish- 
ment to  a  friend  tied  to  the  halbert^  was 
requested  to  flog  high,  he  did-*toflog  low, 
he  did— to  fiog  in  the  middle,  he  did— 
high,  low,  down  the  middle,  and  up  again, 
but  all  in  vain,  the  patient  continacd  hk 
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complaints  with  the  most  provoking  per- 
tinacity, until  the  drummer,  €xTiausted  and 
angry,  flung  down  his  scourge,  exclaim- 
ing, "  the  devil  burn  you,  there's  no  pleat- 
ing you,  flog  where  one  will !"  Thus  it 
is,  you  have  flogged  the  Catholic  high, 
low,  here,  there,  and  every  where,  and 
then  you  wonder  he  is  not  pleased.  It  is 
true,  that  time,  experience,  and  that  wea- 
riness which  attends  even  the  exercise  of 
barbarity,  have  taught  you  to  flog  a  little 
more  gently,  but  still  you  continue  to  lay 
on  the  lash,  and  will  so  continue,  till  per- 
haps the  rod  may  be  wrested  from  your 
hands  and  applied  to  the  backs  of  your- 
selves and  your  posterity. 

It  was  said  by  somebody  in  a  former 
debate,  (I  forget  by  whom,  and  am  not 
very  anxious  to  remember)  if  the  Catho- 
lics are  emancipated,  why  not  the  Jews  ? 
If  this  sentiment  was  dictated  by  compas- 
sion for  the  Jews,  it  might  deserve  atten- 
tion, but  as  a  sneer  against  the  Catholic, 
what  is  it  but  the  language  of  Sbylock 
transferred  from  his  daughter's  marriage 
to  Catholic  emancipation — 

**  Would  any  of  the  tribe  of  Barrabbas 
"  Should  have  it  rather  than  a  Christian." 

I  presume  a  Catholic  is  a  Christian,  even 
in  the  opinion  of  him  whose  taste  only  can 
be  called  in  question  for  his  preference  of 
the  Jews. 

It  is  a  remark  often  quoted  of  Dr.  John- 
son, (whom  I  take  to  be  almost  as  good  au- 
thority as  the  gentle  apostle  of  intole- 
rance. Dr.  Duigenan)  that  he  who  could 
entertain  serious  apprehensions  of  danger 
to  the  Church  in  these  times,  would  have 
"  cried  fire  in  the  deluge.^'  This  is  more 
than  a  metaphor,  for  a  remnant  of  these 
antedeluvians  appear  actually  to  have 
come  down  to  us,  with  fire  in  their  mouths 
and  water  in  their  brains,  to  disturb  and 
perplex  mankind  with  their  whimsical  out- 
cries. And  as  it  is  an  infallible  symptom 
of  that  distressing  malady  with  which  I 
conceive  tliem  to  be  afllicted,  (so  any  doc- 
tor will  inform  your  lordships)  for  the  un- 
happy invalids  to  perceive  a  flame  perpe- 
tually flashing  before  their  eyes,  partico- 
larly  when  their  eyes  are  shut,  (as  those 
of  the  persons  to  whom  I  allude, have  long 
been)  it  is  impossible  to  convince  these 
poor  creatures,  that  the  fire  against  wfiich 
they  are  perpetually  warning  *us  and 
themselves,  is  nothing  but  an  Ignis  fatuus 
of  their  own  drivelling  imaginations. 
"  What  rhubarb,  senna,  or  what  purgative 
drug  can  scour  that  fancy  thence  ?"— it  is 
impossible,  they  arc  given  over,  theirs  is 
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*'  Caput  iosanibile  tribus  Anticyrii." 

These  are  your  true  Protestants.  Lik«r 
Bayle,  who  protested  against  all  sects 
whatsoever,  so  do  they  protest  against  Ca« 
tholic  Petitions,  Protestant  Petitions,  all 
redress,  all  that  reason,  humanity,  policy, 
justice,  and'  common-sense,  can  urge 
against  the  delusions  of  their  absurd  deli* 
rium.  These  ai%  the  persons  wiio  reverse 
the  fable  of  the  mountain  that  brought 
forth  a  mouse,  they  are  the  mice  who  con- 
ceive themselves  in  labour  with  mountains. 

To  return  to  the  Catholics.  Suppose 
the  Irish  were  actually  contented  under 
their  disabilities^  suppose  them  capable  of 
such  a  bull  as  not  to  desire  deliverance, 
ought  we  not  to  wish  it  for  ourselves  ? 
Have  we  nothing  to  gain  by  their  emanci- 
pation ?  What  resources  have  been  wasted? 
what  talenu  have  been  lost  by  the  selfish 
system  of  exclusion  ?  You  already  knoir 
the  value  of  Irish  aid ;  et  this  moment  the 
defence  of  England  i«  entrusted  to  the 
Irish  militia;  at  this  moment,  while  the 
starving  people  are  rising  in  the  fierceness 
of  despair,  the  Irish  are  faithful  to  their, 
trust.  But  till  equal  energy  is  imparted 
throughout  by  the  extension  of  freedom, 
you  cannot  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  the 
strength  which  you  are  glad  to  interpose 
between  you  and  destruction.  Ireland  has 
done  much,  but  will  do  more.  At  this 
moment,  the  only  triumph  obtained  through 
long  years  of  continental  disaster  has  been 
achieved  by  an  Irish  general ;  it  is  true  he 
is  not  a  Catholic,  had  he  been  so,  we  should 
have  been  deprived  of  his  exertions,  but  I 
presume  no  one  will  assert  that  his  religion 
would  have  impaired  his  talents  or  dimi* 
nished  his  patriotism,  though  in  that  case 
he  must  have  conquered  in  the  ranks,  for 
he  never  could  have  commanded  an  army* 

But  he  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
Catholics  abroad,  his  noble  brother  hat 
this  night  advocated  their  cause,  with  an 
eloquence  which  I  shall  not  depreciate 
by  the  humble  tribute  of  iny  panegyric!, 
whilst  a  third  of  bis  kindred,  as  unlike  as 
unequal,  has  been  combating  against  bis 
Catholic  brethren  in  Qublin,  with  circular 
letters,  edicts,'  proclamations,  arrests  and 
dispersions— -all  the  vexatious  implement! 
of  petty  warfare  that  could  be  wielded  by 
the  mercenary  guerillas  of  government, 
clad  in  the  rusty  armour  of  their  obsolete 
statutes.  Your '  lordships  will,  doubtless, 
divide  new  honours  between  the  Saviour  of 
Portugal,  and  the  Disperser  of  Delegates. 
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It  is  singular,  indeed,  to  observe  the  differ- 
ence between  our  foreign  and  domestic 
policy ;  if  Catholic  Spain,  faithfiil  Portu- 
gal, or  the  no  less  Catholic  and  faithful 
king  of  the  one  Sicily  (of  which,  by  the 
bye,  you  have  lately  deprived  him)  stand 
in  need  of  succour,  away  goes  a  fleet  and 
an  army,  an  ambassador  and  a  subsidy, 
sometimes  to  fight  pretty  hardly,  generally 
to  negociate  very  badly,  and  always  to  pay 
very  dearly  for  our  Popish  allies.  But  let 
four  millions  of  fellow  subjects  pray  for 
relief,  who  fight  and  pay  and  labour  in 
your  behalf,  they  must  be  treated  as  aliens, 
and  although  their  "  father's  house  has 
many  mansions"  there  is  no  resting  place 
for  them.  Allow  me  to  ask,  are  you  not 
fighting  for  the  emancipation  of  Ferdinand 
^,  who  certainly  is  a  fool,  and  conse- 
quently, in  all  probability,  a  bigot ;  and 
have  you  more  regard  for  a  foreign  sove- 
reign than  your  own  fellow  subjects,  who 
are  not  fools,  for  they  know  your  interest 
better  than  you  know  your  own ;  who  are 
not  bigots,  for  they  return  you  good  for 
evil,  but  who  are  in  worse  durance  than 
the  prison  of  an  usurper,  inasmuch  as  the 
fetters  of  the  mind  are  more  -galling  than 
those  of  the  body. 

Upon  the  consequences  of  your  not  ac- 
ceding to  the  claims  of  the  Petitioners,  I 
shall  not  expatiate,  you  know  them,  you 
will  feel  them,  and  your  children's  chil- 
dren wh6n  you  are  passed  away.  Adieu 
to  that  Union  so  called  as  '*  Lucus  a  non 
lucendo,"  an  Union  from  never  uniting, 
which  in  its  first  operation  gave  a  death- 
blow to  the  independence  of  Ireland,  and 
in  its  last  may  be  the.  cause  of  her  eternal 
separation  from  this  country.  If  it  must 
be  called  an  Union,  it  is  the  union  of  the 
shark  with  his  prey,  the  spoiler  swallows 
up  his  victim,  and  thus  they  become  one 
and  indivisible.  Thus  has  Great  Britain 
swallowed  up  the  parliament,  the  constitu- 
tion, the  independence  of  Ireland,  and  ne- 
fus»s  to  disgorge  even  a  single  privilege, 
although  for  the  relief  of  her  swollen  and 
distempered  body  politic. 

And  now,  my  lords^  before  I  sit  down, 
will  his  Majesty's  ministers  permit  me  to 
-aay  a  few  words,  not  on  their  merits^  for 
that  would  be  superfluous,  but  on  the  de- 
cree of  estimation  in  which  they  are  held 
1^  the  people  of  these  realms.  The  es- 
teem in  whrch  they  are  held  has  been 
l)oasted  of  in  a  triumphant  tone  on  a  late 
occasion  within  these  walls,  and  a  compa- 
•rison  instituted  between  their  conduct, 
^and  that  of  noble  lords  on  this  side  of  the 
Home.  - 


What  portion  of  popularity  may  have 
fallen  to  the  share  of  my  noble  friends  (if 
such  I  may  presume  to  call  them)  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  ascertain ;  but  that  of  hit 
Majesty's  ministers  it  were  vain  to  deny. 
It  is,  to  be  sure,  a  little  like  the  wind,  '*  no 
one  knows  whence  it  cometh  or  whither  it 
goeth,"  but  they  feel  it,  they  enjoy  it, 
they  boast  of  it.  Indeed,  modest  and 
unostentatious  as  they  are,  to  what  part 
of  the  kingdom,  even  the  most  remote, 
can.  they  |lee  to  avoid  the  triumph 
which  pursues  them.  If  they  plunge  into 
the  midland  counties,  there  will  they  be 
greeted  by  the  manufacturers,  with  spurn* 
ed  petitions  in  their  hands,  and  those  hal- 
ters round  their  necks  recently  voted  in 
their  behalf,  imploring  blessings  on  the 
heads  of  those  who  so  simply,  yet  inge- 
niously, contrived  to  remove  them  from 
their  miseries  in  this  to  a  better  world.  If 
they  journey  on  to  Scotland,  from  Glasgow 
to  Johnny  Groat's,  every  where  will  they 
receive  similar  marks  of  approbation  )  If 
they  take  a  trip  from  Portpatrick  to  Do- 
naghadee,  there  will  they  rash  at  once  into 
the  embraces  of  four  Catholic  millions,  to 
whom  their  vote  of  this  night  is  about  to 
endear  them  for  ever.  When  they  return 
to  the  metropolis,  if  they  can  pass  under 
Temple  Bar  without  unpleasant  sensa- 
tions at  the  sight  of  the  greedy  niches 
over  that  ominous  gateway,  they  cannot 
escape  the  acclamations  of  the  liVery,  and 
the  more  tremulous,  but  not  less  sincere, 
applause,  the  blessings  **  not  loud  but 
deep"  of  bankrupt  merchants  and  doubt- 
ing stock-holders.  If  thev  look  to  the 
army,  what  wreaths,  not  of  laurel,  but  of 
night-shade,  are  preparing  for  the  heroes 
of  Walcheren.  it  is  true  there  are  few 
living  deponents  left  to  testify  to  their 
merits  on  that  occasion ;  but  a  '  cloud  of 
'  witnesses' are  goneabove  from  that  gallant 
army  which  they  so  generously  and  piously 
■dispatched,  to  recruit  the  ''  noble  army  of 
martyrs." 

Wliat  if  in  the  course  of  this  triumphal 
career,  (in  which  they  will  gather  as  many 
pebbles  as  Caligula's  armv  did  on  a  similar 
triumph,  the  prototype  of  their  own)  they 
do  not  perceive  any  of  those  memorials 
which  a  grateful  people  erect  in  honour  of 
their  benefactors;  what  although  not 
even  a  sign-post  will  condescend  to  depose 
the  Saracen's  head  in  favour  of  the  likeness 
of  the  conquerors  of  Walcheren,  they  will 
not  want  a  picture  who  can  always  have  a 
caricature ;  or  regret  the  omission  of  a 
statue  who  will  so  often  see  themselves 
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exalted  in  effigy.  But  their  popularity  ia 
not  limited  to  the  narrow  bounds  of  an 
island ;  there  are  other  countries  where 
their  measures,  and  above  all,  their  conduct 
to  the  Catholics  must  render  them  pre- 
eminently popular.  If  they  are  beloved 
here,  in  France  they  must  be  adored. 
There  is  no  measure  more  repugnant  to 
the  designs  and  feelings  of  Buonaparte 
than  Catholic  Emancipation ;  no  line  of 
conduct  more  propitious  to  his  projects 
than  that  which  has  been  pursued,  is  pur- 
suing, and,  I  fear,  will  ^e  pursued,  to- 
wards Ireland.  What  is  England  without 
Ireland,  and  what  is  Ireland  without  the 
Catholics?  It  is  on  the  basis  of  your 
tyranny  Napoleon  hopes  to  build  his  own. 
So  grateful  must  oppression  of  the  Catho- 
lics be  to  his  mind,  that  doubtless  (as  he 
has  lately  permitted  some  renewal  of  in- 
tercourse) the  next  cartel  will  convey  to 
this  country  cargoes  of  seve-china,  and 
blue  ribbands  (things  in  great  request,  and 
of  equal  value  at  this  moment)  blue  rib- 
bands of  the  Legion  of  Honour  for  Dr. 
Duigenan  and  his  ministerial  disciples. 
Such  is  that  well-earned  popularity,  the 
result  of  those  extraordinary  expeditions, 
so  expensive  to  ourselves  and  so  useless  to 
our  allies;  of  those  singular  enquiries,  so 
exculpatory  to  the  accused  and  so  dissa- 
tisfactory to  the  people  ;  of  those  para- 
doxical victories,  so  honourable,  as  we  are 
told,  to  the  British  name,  and  so  destruc- 
tive to  the  best  interests  of  the  British 
nation :  above  all,  such  is  the  reward  of 
the  conduct  pursued  by  ministers  towards 
the  Catholics. 

I  have  to  apologise  to  the  House,  who 
will,  I  trust,  pardon  one,  not  often  in  the 
habit  of  intruding  upon  their  indulgence, 
for  so  long  attempting  to  engage  their  at- 
tention. My  most  decided  opinion  is,  as 
my  vote  will  be,  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Moira, — My  lords ;  all  the 
considerations  which  recommend  your 
concurrence  with  the  prayer  of  this  Pe- 
tition, have  been  urged  with  such  force 
and  eloquence  by  the  noble  lord  near  me 
(marquis  Weliesley)  and  remain  so  com- 
pletely unanswered,  that  I  should  feel 
myself  without  excuse  if  I  now  trespassed 
on  your  time  with  any  detailed  exposition 
of  the  subject.  I  could  only  repeat  in  less 
impressive  language  the  same  arguments. 
Still,  some  objections  have  been  advanced 
on  the  other  side  which  1  should  not  be 
satisfied  with  leaving  unnoticed.  When 
the  noble  secretary  (the  earl  of  Liverpool) 
rose^  my  curiosity  was  strongly  excited  «s 
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to  what  kind  of  answer  he  would  endem- 
vour  to  apply  to  a  statement  so  clear,  and 
so  apparently  irrefragable,  that  any  im« 
peachment  of  it  seemed  almost  impossible. 
I  need  not  say  how  much  I  was  disap« 
pointed.  The  noble  earl  resorted  to  xhm 
policy,  perhaps  it  was  his  wisest  procedure^ 
of  not  encountering  the  arguments  at  all. 
Passing  aloof  from  ail  the  powerful  pleat 
which  constitute  the  essence  of  the  ques« 
tion,  he  has  seiaed  one  minor  point ;  he 
has  distorted  it  by  an  arbitrary  constmc* 
tion ;  and  he  has  Ihence  run  into  a  deduc* 
tion  which  is  necessarily  tainted  with  all 
the  fallacy  of  the  original  incorrect  as« 
sumptions.  He  has  said  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  desire  to  be  admitted  to  qualifi- 
cation  without  taking  the  oath  of  supre- 
macy, because  that  supremacy  refers  to 
matters  spiritual;  whereas  the  relie?ing 
the  Catholics  from  the  necessity  of  that 
engagement,  would  in  troth,  involve  ia 
that  emancipation  from  pledge,  mattew 
purely  temporal.  If  that  difficulty  caa 
exist,  with  whom  is  the  fault?  The 
Catholics  have»  over  and  over  agaia, 
pointed  out  the  discrimination  which 
strikes  them  as  definable  between  the  api* 
ritual  and  the  temporal  points  to  wbich 
the  term  supremacy  aaay  be  supposed  to 
apply.  They  have  professed  their  rea*( 
diness  to  come  under  any  obligation  as  to 
the  temporal  concerns.  If  the  distinction 
be  not  made  with  sufficient  accuracy,  let 
the  noble  lord  offer  a  suggestion  of  his 
own,  that  it  may  be  taken  fairly  into  con- 
sideration. In  the  mean  time  it  is  enough 
to  say,  that  in  repelling  the  sense  which 
the  noble  earl  would  put  upon  the  objec- 
tion of  the  Catholics  to  the  oath  of  supre- 
macy, one  entirely  does  away  the  concla- 
sion  (even  supposing  it  to  have  a  logioal 
connection  with  the  premises)  that  any 
person  who  votes  for  the  present  question 
must  have  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  also 
the  dissolution  of  the  existing  Church  esta- 
blishment in  Ireland.  Such  a  deduction 
is  not  merely  incomprehensible.  It  is 
most  unjust,  as  having  a  reference  iowarde 
the  Catholics,  because  it  indirectly  im- 
putes to  them  ulterior  views  of 4hat  sort, 
when  they  have  in  the  clearest  language^ 
and  with  the  strongest  asseveration^ 
rested  their  application  to  you  upon  thf^ 
specific  condition  of  their  respecting  that 
very  establishment. 

Let  me  repeat,  my  lords,  that  this  is  n 
question  which  presents  itself  upon  very 
different  ground  from  any  prayer  for  to- 
lefation.    A  great  body  of  your  foUoir 
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Subjects,  debarred  of  a  just  participation 
in   those  adfantages  of  the    community 
whic  h  equally  with  yourselves,  they  main- 
tain by  their  personal  efibrts  and  the  con* 
tribution  of  their  wealth,  ought  to  be  held 
intitled  to  know  why  a  distinction  so  in- 
jurious to  them  should   exist.     It  is  as 
free-born  men  that  they  approach   you 
with  their  solicitations  ;    and  it  is  not  by 
reference  to  what  may  have   been   the 
tenets  of  persons  attached  to  the  Church  of 
Rome  in  other  times  and  other  countries, 
that  you  can  decide  upon  this  claim.    The 
plea  of  British  citizens  must  be  judged  (if 
it  be  equitably  judged)  by  the  Talidity  of 
their  pledges  of  attachment  to  the  state. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  has  declared 
bis  conscientious  conviction,  that  persons 
honestly    professing    adherence     to    the 
Romish  Church  can  never  be  cordial  sup- 
porters of  a  Protestant  government ;  nay 
be  has  gone  further,  and  asserts  that  their 
religious  principles  must  necessarily  bind 
them  to  labour  at  the  subversion  of  any 
such  government.     I  am  sincerely  satis- 
fied that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  would 
not    have  expressed  that  sentiment  but 
upon  conscientious   conviction.      I  only 
Tenture  to  question  whether  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  has  sufficiently  examined  the 
ground  on  which  he  has  adfopted  that  per- 
suasion.    All  the  lamentable  instances  of 
communitiesruined  by  senseless  differences 
within  themselves,  have   exhibited  con- 
scientious conviction  as  the  motive  of  the 
majority  of  the  actors.    There  is  not  one 
of  the  many  examples  which  have  most 
excited   our  disgust  at  the  absurdity  of 
mankind,  or  our  indignation  at  the  incor- 
rigible virulence  of  individuals  in  the  sup- 
port of  party  objects,  which  has  not  in  its 
turn  been  vindicated  as  arising  out  of  con- 
scientious conviction.    Time  and  reason 
have  spurned  the  excuse.     Might  it  not 
then  be  a  wholesome  doubt  in  the  breast 
of  the  noble   and  learned  lord  if  he  ad- 
mitted the  possibility,  the  bare  possibility, 
that  his  conscientious  conviction  might  be 
as  erroneous  as  that  of  any  one  of  the  per- 
sons whose  conduct  he  had  viewed  with 
th(S  deepest  censure  in  the  annals  of  other 
periods.     Let  not  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  seek  to  justify  his  opinion  by  quoting 
barbarous    outrages  in    barbarous    days. 
Religion  is  a  ready  drapery  for  cloaking 
all   the  malignant  passions  of  corrupted 
minds.     No  other  veil  has  therefore  been 
so  frequently  abused  ;  and  I  f#ar  that  an 
impartial  examination  of  history   would 
not  allow  as  to  pronounce  the  Protestant 


Church  free  from  the  shame  of  having  oh 
some  occasions  pervjerted  the  beneficent 
precepts  of  the  Gospel  to  purposes  of  party 
and  oppression.  But  such  imnioral  laxity 
was  never  the  profession  of  any  set  of  men. 
It  ought  not  lightly  tq  be  imputed  to  any 
creed  ;  much  less  to  that  of  the  Catholics 
of  the  present  day,  who  have  been  loud  in 
reprobating  such  atrocities. 

A  noble  and  learned  lord  has  descanted 
on  the  censurable  want  of  equity  shewn 
by  the  Roman  Catholics,  when  they  de- 
mand of  you  every  thing,  and  refuse  to 
yon  on  the  other  hand  the  first  security 
which  had  been  desired  from  them.  In 
illustration  of  the  temper  thus  ascribed  to 
them,  the  noble  lord  has  instanced  what  is 
called  the  Veto ;  the  check  proposed  to 
be  lodged  in  the  crown  upon  the  nomina« 
tion  to  Catholic  ^shoprics.  The  objec* 
tions  made  to  that  arrangemeflt  appear  to 
me  quite  wide  of  the  present  discussipn. 
It  is  an  erroneous  view  of  the  question 
now  before  you  to  regard  it  as  referring  to 
this  or  that  communion.  But  even  were 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  right  in  min- 
gling an  advertence  to  religious  tenets  with 
the  question,  what  advantage  could  his 
argument  draw  from  the  point  which  he 
has  started  ?  What  title  have  you  to  in- 
terfere with  the  appointment  of  the  Ca« 
tholic  bishops  any  more  than  with  that  of 
the  Scotch  episcopalians,  who  proceed  upon 
the  same  pretension  of  apostolical  devolu* 
tion  in  their  chain  of  consecration  ?  As 
long  as  these  appointments  are  unacknow- 
ledged by  the  state,  government  can  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them.  Were  the  Ca- 
tholic clergy  to  request  stipendiary  pro- 
vision from  you,  or  were  you  to  invite 
them  to  such  an  arrangement,  you  would 
be  entitled  to  propose  the  conditions.  But 
without  such  a  ground  you  have  no  colour, 
nay  no  justification,  for  interference  with 
the  Catholic  priesthood. 

An  allusion  was  made  by  the  noble  lord 
who  brought  forward  this  motion,  of  a  sort 
most  difficult  to  be  noticed  in  reply  with- 
out a  breach  of  respect  and  delicacy.  It 
is  impossible  for  me  to  pass  it  altogether 
by.  The  anguish  which  I  felt  from  it, 
and  the  deep  sense  I  have  of  calamities 
that  might  arise  from  any  misconstruction 
on  that  point,  impel  me  to  give  it  some 
advertence,  though  that  advertence  must 
be  somewhat  indistinct  if  I  keep  within 
any  bounds  of  order.  The  disappointment 
of  cherished  hopes,  and  the  blight  of  en- 
couraged reliance,  have  been  forcibly  and 
eloquently  depicted  to  yoa.    The  natural 
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effect  of  SQch  a  portraiture  would  be  adis- 
•aasion  from  future  confidence  in  the  same 
quarter.  Against  this  most  fatal  and  most 
erroneous  conclusion  I  wish  to  plead  :  and 
if  my  humble  Yoice  can  be  heard,  I  im- 
plore this  country  and  Ireland  to  repel  so 
injurious,  so  ruinous  a  supposition.  There 
most  be  many  circumstances  on  which  it 
would  be  the  greatest  presumption  for  any 
of  us  to  judge,  without  the  knowledge  re- 
quisite for  forming  a  complete  estimate. 
m  such  cases,  general  principles  are  en- 
titled to  demand  a  candid  and  liberal  trust 
If  any  expectations  beneficial  to  the  pob» 
lie  have  not  been  realized,  I  will  boldly 
assert,  it  must  have  happened  from  some 
perplexities  which  hare  thwarted  the  most 
upright  and  benevolent  intentions.  I 
ground  my  assertion  on  my  intimate  know- 
ledge of  that  heart.  I  aver  that  more  ge- 
nuine reverence  for  the  constitution,  a  more 
exalted  veneration  for  the  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  or  a  more  un- 
ceasing solicitude  to  promote  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  every  description  of  Bri- 
tish subjects,  than  what  reign  in  the  breast 
of  that  high  personage,  never  did  rule  the 
mind  of  any  man.  You  know  I  cannot 
be  deceived  in  this :  you  know  I  dare  not 
deceive  you.  Excuse  me,  my  lords,  if  I 
have  transgressed  in  stating  this.  It  is  the 
consideration  of  the  influence  such  an  ex- 
planation may  have  upon  public  concerns 
that  has  alone  induced  me  to  trench  upon 
the  subject.  I  feel  how  nearly  I  have 
been  bordering  on  irregularity,  and  I  quit 
the  topic. 

I  then  return  to  the  argument  of  the 
noble  and  learned  lord.  He  desires  you 
to  observe  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics.  Why  should 
there  be  any  ?  Not  conscious  of  any  infe- 
riority in  their  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  state,  and  knowing  themselves  free 
from  any  insidious  purposes  against  other 
descriptions  of  their  fellow  subjects,  they 
cannot  suppose  any  deficiency  in  their 
title  to  the  amplest  enjoyment  of  British 
immunities.  Should  any  one  assert  that 
such  an  unrestricted  admission  would  af- 
fect the  security  of  existing  e  stablisliments, 
it  is  for  him  to  muke  out  his  proposition. 
The  burthen  of  si  ewinis^  the  dangt^r  must 
equitably  rest  upon  him.  Let  him  state 
bis  case,  connectint;  his  indiration  of  the 
peril,  with  some  fact  or  prohabilicy  capa- 
ble of  being  seized  and  fairly  discussed 
Loose  and  general  inipuiations  dr^iwn 
from  the  extravagant  supposition  that  the 
Irish  Catholics  of  the  present  day  are  just 
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ago,  can  never  be  the  ground  of  any  pro* 
fitable  deliberation.    As  little  can  you  ra« 
tionallv  argue  t6  the  principles  of  the  Ca-' 
tholic  body  from  doctrines  which  any  ab« . 
surd  and  unauthorised  advocate  may  have 
happened  to  publish.    Take  the  distinct 
unambiguous   declaration   made  by  the 
leading  men  of  that  communion  in  Ire«' 
land,  as  speaking  for  the  whole  body,  and 
supported  by  the  subsequent  concurrence 
of  that  body.    Refer  to  that,  and  see  if  il  * 
leave  room  for  the  impeachment  which 
the  Catholics  are  desired,  by  a  limitation 
of  their  claims,  to  put  upon  their  loyalty 
to  their  sovereign  and  their  fidelity  to  their ' 
fellow  subjects.    Do  not  tax  their  inge* 
nuity  to  devise  against  themselves  flaws 
foreign  to  their  natures.    It  is  enough  if 
you  undertake  that  office:    their  minds 
are  net  cast  in  a  mould  that  fits  them  for  * 
comprehending  such  suspicions. 

*'  I  would  grant  them  every  indulgence'^ 
says  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (a  senti- 
ment re-echoed  by  a  noble  earl)  "  that 
did  not  invest  them  with  political  power.'' 
I  should  like  much  to  hear  political 
power  defined.  At  present  I  take  it  to 
be  just  as  loose  an  expression  as  Catholic 
Emancipation  on  the  other  side,  express*  < 
ing  nothing  but  a  sort  of  confused  imagi- ' 
nation  that  there  may  be  inconvenience 
in  admitting  the  Catholics  to  all  the  rights- 
of  citizenship.  Is  it  meant  that  in  par- 
liament, or  in  the  active  offices  of  the  state, 
the  Catholics  would  obtain  a  preponder- 
ance formidable  for  the  Protestant  esta- 
blishment. No,  we  may  assert  that  not 
an  individual  could  be  found  so  visionary 
as  to  avow  that  notion.  Then  the  appre- 
hensions must  be  some  floating  concep- 
tion that  advancement  to  higher  stations 
than  they  can  now  hold  would  give  to  the 
leading  members  of  that  communion  an 
influence  over  the  body  of  Catholics  in 
Ireland  which  they  do  not  now  possess. 

Consult  your  own  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  my  lords,  and  determine  upon  the 
quality  of  this  apprehension.     What!  the' 
giving  to  the  Catholic  of  rank  an  interest 
unconnected  with  the  objects  of  the  ma- 
jority of  persons  of  his  communion— the  • 
withdrawing  him  from  confraternity  with 
them  in  privations  and  neglect,  is  to  fur- 
nish him  with  a  more  powerful  title  to 
their  confidence  and  sympathy  !  The  sup- 
position needs  only  to  be  stated  to  be  re-  • 
pelled  by  the  judgment  of  every  man.    Is  • 
it  not  clear  that  the  Catholic  of  birth,  or 
of  property,  if  he  be  commixed  with  the 
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active  pursuits  of  high  life,  must  have  less 
leisure  and  less  excitement  than  at  pre- 
sent t^  address  himself  to  the  passions  of 
his  sect.  Then,  admitting  that,  contrary, 
to  all  probability,  no  jealousy  should  arise 
in  their  minds  respecting  an  individual 
whom  they  see  identified  by  office  or 
profession  with  that  Protestant  govern- 
ment  represented  as  the  mark  for  their 
unremitting  hostility,  are  his  practices 
likely  to  make  roost  impression  upon  minds 
soured  with  insult,  or  upon  minds  soothed 
by  obliteration  of  invidious  distinctions  ? 
Can  the  artifices  of  a  demagogue  in  ele- 
vated employment  be  more  commodiously 
exerted  upon  a  multitude  blended  with  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  citizens,  than  when  a 
state  of  segregation  gives  them  a  charac- 
ter of  individuality  ?  It  is  quite  wonderful 
that  you  do  not  perceive  it  to  be  your 
own  erroneous  policy,  in  discriminating 
the  Catholics  as  a  body,  which  renders 
them  as  a  body  formidable  either  in  power 
or  disposition  to  your  present  establish- 
ments. This,  I  allow,  will  not  fully  meet 
the  notions  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord. 
It  matters  not  in  his  contemplation,  what 
are  the  feelings,  or  the  wishes,  or  the  oc- 
cupation, of  the  Catholics.  The  Pope 
may  at  any  time  intervene ;  his  instruc- 
tions must  be  obeyed  by  the  clergy  ;  and 
the  instigations  of  the  priests  will  instantly 
pervert  the  multitude.  I  repeat  that  all 
this  may  equally  happen  in  the  present 
state  of  things;  and  that  the  interference 
would  be  attended  with  augmented  dan- 
ger from  being  applied  to  minds  ferment- 
ing with  irritation  and  disgust.  But  let 
us  leave  these  speculations,  and  resort  to 
soiiiething  which  ought  to  be  more  deci« 
five  on  the  questTon. 

You  have  here  on  your  table  a  Petition 
in  favour  of  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
from  most  of  the  principal  Protestant  pos- 
sessors of  landed  or  other  property  in  Ire- 
land :  from  men  whose  conduct  through 
life  is  sufficient  pledge  that  in  this  step 
they  are  following  no  hasty  suggestion,  and 
whose  connections  are  irrefragable  proof 
of  their  attachfnent  to  existing  establish- 
ments in  Church  and  State.  What  is  the 
inference  you  ought  to  draw  from  such  a 
document?  That  men  so  circumstanced, 
and  who  must  be  the  immediate  sufierers, 
if  the  measure  to  which  they  solicit  you  be 
a  wrong  one,  cannot  but  be  convinced  that 
the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  and  the  conse- 
quent security  of  the  British  empire,  re- 
quires the  uniting  the  Catholics  with  their 
Protestant  brethren  in  one  common  bond  of 


amity,  which  can  only  result  from  parity  of 
interest.  Are  these  Protestant  proprietors 
deceived  ?  Their  eyes  have  been  upon  these 
Catholics  for  years  past.  They  speak  to 
you  from  experience  and  long  continued 
observation  of  their  own  neighbours.  And 
will  you  oppose  to  that  the  gratuitous  as- 
sumptions of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  ? 
Here  I  must  observe  upon  a  very  mis- 
chievous mistake  which  appears  to  per- 
yade  the  reasoning  of  all  those  I  hava 
heard  argue  against  granting  the  prayer  .of 
the  Catliolics.  They  seem  to  think  that 
you  have  only  to  reject  this  Petition,  and 
that  the  matter  will  then  be  at  rest.  At 
worst,  in  their  conception,  you  will  only 
have  to  be  teazed  with  a  similar  applica- 
tion next  year.  My  lords,  you  are  not  in 
a  situation  in  which  you  can  afford  to  be- 
numb the  zeal  and  palsy  the  exertions  of 
so  large  a  proportion  of  the  population  of 
this  empire.  All  the  energies  that  yoor 
best  policy  can  call  forth  will  not  be  more 
than  you  will  find  necessary  in  the  sequel 
of  our  difficulties.  I  speak  now  as  if  your 
rejection  of  the  Petition  was  only  to  damp 
the  ardour  of  the  Catholics  as  to  yoor 
cause.  That  would  be  the  sole  effect  with 
the  considerate  among  them,  but  the  con- 
siderate are  few  in  any  mass  of  people* 
Yoor  wisdom  ought  to  calculate  the  pro- 
bable operation  of  a  disappointment,  ilow 
attended  with  peculiarities  which  might 
seem  to  bar  all  future  hope  from  appeals 
to  your  justice  and  your  liberality.  Re- 
collect that  a  vigilant  and  insidious  enemy 
must  have  been  busily  watching  the  course 
of  these  dissatisfactions;  and  assure  your- 
selves that  he  has  emissaries  who  will  not 
neglect  the  moment,  if  they  see  the  dis* 
contents  ripe  enough  to  be  fomented  to 
extremes.  What  a  juncture  it  must  be  for 
them  should  you,  with  an  expectation  na 
less  preposterous  than  your  decision  would 
be  injudicious,  desire  the  Catholics  to  re- 
tire from  your  bar,  and  sit  down  quiet 
under  not  only  wrong  but  contumely.  I 
say  contumely,  because  it  has  unhappily- 
been  stated  in  this  debate,  that  the  pledge 
which  the  Catholics  advance  opoa  their 
solemn  oaths,  that  they  will  never  em* 
ploy  towards  the  subversion  of  your  exist* 
ing  establishments  any  power  or  advant- 
tages  which  they  may  derive  from  your 
bounty,  is  a  security  not  to  be  relied  upon. 
What !  to  tell  them  that  the  most  awful 
appeal  they  can  make  to  their  Creator  is 
not  V>  be  trusted !  Can  you  express  to  them 
such  an  opinion  of  their  principles,  and 
flatter  you/selves  it  is  not  to  move  their  iiw 
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Agnation  ?  Bat  it  is  not  the  estrangement 
«f  the  Irish  Catholic  alone  that  you  hare 
to  dread.  This  Petition  of  the  Protestants 
makes  it  the  prayer  of  all  Ireland  ;  for 
the  dissentient  voices  in  the  qaestion  are 
too  few  and  insignificant  to  be  regarded  as 
forming  an  exception.  And  is  this  a  dis- 
content that  can  be  safely  allowed  to  fes- 
ter ?  Think  you  the  Protestant  proprietors 
will  make  no  reflection  on  the  indiiierence 
yon  shew  to  their  safety,  or  on  the  insalt 
of  your  pretending  to  judge  better  for  their 
interests  than  they  themselves  on  the  spot 
are  able  to  do  ?  1  have  said  that  you  can- 
not forego  the  exertions  of  any  part  of 
yoor  population.  You  cannot,  without 
sinking  in  the  contest,  incur  merely  the 
inertness  of  Ireland.  What,  then,  mast 
be  its  avowed  discontent !  My  mind  shrinks 
from  the  consequence.  You  have  been 
moved  to  r?ject  the  proposal  for  going 
into  a  committee.  Were  you  even  pre- 
determined in  essence  to  spurn  the  Peti- 
tion, at  least  you  ought  to  observe  the 
forms  of  decency.  Yon  should  put  on 
some  shew  of  attention.  In  a  case  so  vital 
to  the  public  interest,  it  is  due  to  this 
country  no  less  than  to  Ireland,  that  an  air 
of  respect  should  be  maintained ;  that  the 
semblance  of  consideration  should  be 
adopted.  Should  you,  unfortunately,  fol- 
low the  advice  of  refusing  to  go  into  a 
committee  for  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject, you  testify  that  you  reject  the  Peti- 
tion upon  grounds  and  in  a  temper  that 
set  at  defiance  the  impression  which  so 
harsh  a  procedure  is  calculated  to  produce. 
I  do,  therefore,  most  anxiously  deprecate  a 
resolution  so  impolitic  in  itself,  so  unbe- 
coming the  dignity  of  this  House,  so  ill. 
sorted  to  the  importance  which  the  peti- 
tioners bear  in  the  scale  of  the  British 
empire. 

None  of  the  lords  on  the  side  of  govern- 
ment attempting  to  rise,  after  some  pause, 
the  Question  was  called  for,  upon  which 

Lord  GrenvUk  rose  and  said :-— My  lords; 
I  am  not  surprized  at  the  silence  of  our 
opponents.  It  requires  no  excuse.  Its 
cause  is  sufficiently  obvious.  The  elo- 
quence with  which  this  motion  has  been 
introduced  and  supported  must  have  pro- 
duced upon  them,  as  upon  all  its  hearers, 
a  powerful  and  indelible  impression.  We 
may  easily  conceive  how  painful  it  mast 
now  be  to  anv  man  to  avow  himself  the 
adversary  of  these  Petitions. 

Much  rather  ought  I  to  apologise  to 
your  lordships  for  rising  at  ibis  hour  to 
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maintain  opinions  already  so  triamphantljf 
established.  But  you  will  pardon  me  if  ia 
this  great  crisis  of  the  question  now  before 
us,  I  feel  it  impossible  to  be  wholly  sii^ni^ 
The  cause  of  yoar  petitioners  is  too  near 
my  heart.  It  would  grieve  me  to  appeal 
indifferent  to  its  success.  It  has  occupied 
too  large  a  portion  of  my  thoughts,  baa 
formed  too  principal  a  feature  in  my  pob- 
lie  life ;  and  is  at  this  hour  too  deeply  iiH 
teresting  to  the  justice,  the  honour,  and 
the  independence  of  my  country,  not  to 
call  for  every  exertion  which  I  can  make 
in  its  behalf.  I  can  add  nothing  to  the 
powerful  support  it  has  this  night  received; 
but  I  shall  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of 
once  more  declaring  my  unshaken  adbe^ 
rence  to  those  opinions  which  I  have  ie» 
variably  maintained. 

I  have  seen,  indeed,  with  no  less  aof^ 
prize  than  regret,  the  persevering  oppotl* 
tion  which  these  Petitions  still  experience* 
under  circumstances  which  led  to  better 
hopes.  I  ask  myself,  when  the  transae* 
tions  of  this  eventful  period  shall  be  re* 
viewed  by  our  descendants,  what  will  be 
their  judgment  of  our  present  conduct^ 
With  what  astonishment,  what  indignation 
and  contempt  will  they  not  consider  the 
deliberation  of  this  night?  They  will  have 
learnt  with  what  a  cloud  of  dangers  we  ere 
now  Surrounded.  Time  and  history  wiH 
have  unveiled  to  them  all  that  we  noir 
feel,  and  all  that  we  fear  ;  all  that  oer 
government  is  concealing  from  us,  and 
all  that  we  are  labouring  to  disguise 
from  ourselves.  They  will  then  ask^, 
what  was,  in  such  a  moment,  the  employ* 
ment  of  the  British  parliament  ?  Did  we 
then,  if  not  before,  apply  ourselves  to  unite 
in  combined  and  vigorous  resistance,  ell 
who  participate  in  the  common  danger } 
Did  we  in  such  an  hour  determine,  how- 
ever late,  to  reward  loyalty  by  confidence, 
and  conciliate  attachment  by  justice  ?  Did 
we  at  last  resolve  to  consolidate  all  the  in- 
terests of  our  empire,  and  to  blend  all  its 
subjects  into  one  undistinguished  commu- 
nity, enjoying  equal  rights,  governed  by 
equal  laws,  and  animated  by  the  sense  ef 
equal  benefits  to  the  defence  of  their  com- 
mon country  ?  None  of  all  these.  We  are 
deliberating,  not  whether  we  shall  grant, 
but  whether  we  shall  consider  these  Peti- 
tions. We  are  debating,  not  on  the  pro- 
visions which  should  accompany,  or  the 
measures  which  should  follow  this  act  of 
tardy  justice,  but  whether  tried  loyalty, 
unshaken  patriotism  and  long  forbearance 
have  even  yet  entitled  our  fellow  subjects 
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to  have  their  case  considered  by  the  legis- 
latare  of  their  country. 

Our  table  is  covered,  our  floor  encara- 
bered  with  these  Petitions.  They  pro- 
ceed from  little  less  than  one  quarter  of 
your  whole  people ;  they  express  the  sense 
of  the  great  majority  both  of  the  popula- 
tion and  the  property  of  Ireland ;  and  they 
arc  backed  by  those  very  persons  for 
whose  safety,  it  is  said  these  disabilities 
afTecting  four  millions  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects, are  established  and  maintained. 
The  Protestants  of  Ireland  pray  you  to 
break  down  the  barriers  with  which  you 
have  surrounded  them.  They  hav«  found 
in  your  safeguards^  a  source  not  of  protec- 
tion, but  of  danger ;  not  of  strength,  but  of 
increased  debility.  They  solicit,  there- 
fore, that  you  will  suffer  them  to  renounce 
their  exclusive  advantages,  to  restore  to 
their  country  the  blessings  of  equal  laws, 
and  to  share  with  every  class  of  its  inha- 
bitants, all  the  rights  and  all  the  duties  of 
freemen. 

These  are  the  petitioners  whose  request 
you  refuse  to  consider^  whose  prayers 
are  judged  unworthy  even  to  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  this  House.  Yet  we  sit 
here  as  the  legislators  of  an  united  empire, 
not  administering  the  interests  of  England 
only,  but  charged  ^like  with  the  especial 
duty  of  consulting  the  wants  and  wishes  of 
another  kingdom.  Her  independent  par* 
liament  was  yielded  up  to  a  belief  in  our 
integrity;  and  wisely  was  it  yielded  up, 
had  but  thejusticeofGreat  Britain  equalled 
the  confidence  of  Ireland.  The  whole 
people  of  that  kingdom  are  now  before 
you,  lamenting  with  one  voice  the  mis- 
chiefs of  a  long  cherished  intolerance,  and 
beseeching  you  for  their  sakes  and  for 
your  own,  to  restore  peace  and  union  to 
their  distracted  country.  The  Catholic 
enumerating  his  unmerited  sufferings :  the 
Protestant  disclaiming  his  pernicious  pri- 
vileges; the  loyalist  of  every  class  en- 
treating you  to  remember  that  laws  of  dis- 
qualification and  disfranchisement  are  jus- 
tified only  by  uncontroulable  necessity. 
That  the  evils  which  these  provisions  were 
intended  to  avert,  have  long  since  passed 
away,  while  those  which  they  produce  and 
aggravate,  are  immediate  and  urgent,  af- 
fecting daily  all  the  dearest  interests  of 
Ireland,  and  endangering  the  existence  of 
the  empire.  To  these  representations  are 
now  joined  the  Petitions  of  Englishmen, 
the  exhortations  of  the  best  and  wisest 
jimong  yourselves,  and  the  recollection  of 
Ibose  cDUQcils  of  which  the  authors  uohap- 
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pily  are  no  longer  present  with  us*  Those 
men  whose  memory  we  cherish,  those 
whose  wisdom  and  virtues  we  have  wit* 
nessed  and  lamented,  they  warn  yon,  even 
from  the  tomb,  to  abolish  the  partial  pri- 
vileges, to  do  away  these  degrading  excla« 
sions.  They  tell  you,  in  that  glowing  elo* 
quence  which  still  lives  in  our  remem- 
brance,-that  such  distinctions  are  alike  re- 
pugnant to  the  genius  of  your  own  const!  • 
tuUon,  and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of 
every  government;  condemned  by  the 
first  principles  of  justice ;  and  proved  by 
all  experience  to  be  the  most  fruitful 
source  of  those  dissentions  by  which  the 
greatest  empires  have  finally  been  sub- 
verted. 

I  ask  not  what  in  this  case  will  be  yoor 
ultimate  decision.  It  is  easily  anticipated* 
We  know,  and  it  has  been  amply  shewn 
in  former  instances,  the  cases  both  of 
America  and  of  Ireland,  have  but  too  well 
proved  it,  how  precipitately  necessity  ex- 
torts what  power  has  pertinaciously  re- 
fused. We  shall  finally  yield  to  these  Pe- 
titions. No  man  doubts  it.  Let  us  not 
delay  the  concession,  until  it  can  neither 
be  graced  by  spontaneous  kindness,  nor 
limited  by  deliberative  wisdom. 

To  accelerate  that  moment,  would  be 
the  greatest  service  which  your  ministers 
could  render  to  their  country.  What,  on 
the  contrary,  is  now  their  answer  to  such 
a  body  of  petitioners ;  so  numerous,  so  re- 
spectable, so  strong  injustice,  so  powerful 
in  reason  ?  "  We  will  nut  lend  ourselves'' 
they  say,  **  to  the  consideration  of  your 
request.  We  will  not  enquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  your  case.  We  will  not 
examine  whether  the  grievances  which 
you  feel  are  real,  wLether  the  dangers 
which  we  apprehend,  can  be  obviated  by 
legislative  wisdom.  Once  again,  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  must  retire  from  this  bar, 
uiiredressed,  unheard,  and  unheeded.'' 

Is  it  possible  that  such  infatuation  can 
still  actuate  our  councils  ?  In  the  moment 
of  unimpaired  prosperity,  in  the  pride  and 
madness  of  unresisted  power,  a  more  cold 
and  contemptuous  indifference  was  never 
shewn  by  any  government  to  the  com- 
plaints of  the  most  inconsiderable  of  its 
subjects.  But  you  !  in  this  hour  of  cala- 
mity and  peril,  but  you,  whose  whole 
hope  of  safety  now  rests  upon  the  defence 
of  Ireland  ;  you,  who  if  that  country  falls 
by  your  impolicy,  must  share  her  ruin, 
must  perhaps  partake  in  her  subjection* 
will  you  now  harden  yourselves  against 
the  prayers  of  h^r  whole  population?  Arf 
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yoa  in  a  sitaation  to  prolong  the  divisions 
of  her  people;  to  detach,  perhaps  irre- 
coverably to  alienate  her  affections  from 
Great  Britain,  and  to  aggravate  by  her 
destruction,  all  the  calamities  which  are 
rapidly. accumulating  on  yourselves  ? 

if,  on  the  contrary,  the  character  of 
these  Petitioners  would  at  any  time  en- 
title them  to  your  respect,  and  if  your 
present  circumstances  be  such  that  yon 
can  safely  disregard  no  just  representation 
from  any  part  of  your  community,  let  me 
then  ask  what  is  the  nature  of  this  request 
which  you  refuse  to  entertain  ?  What  is 
this  prayer  which  you  tell  as  cannot  eveA 
be  considered  without  danger  to  the  Bri- 
tish monarchy  ?  This  it  is,  that  as  we  pro- 
fess to  live  under  equal  laws,  we  may  Con- 
form the  practice  of  our  constitution  to  this 
its  greatest  boast,  that  those  who  share  its 
burthens  may  partake  in  its  advantages. 
That  those  whose  loyalty  you  have  recog- 
nized, and  by  whose  service  you  daily 
profit,  may  receive  its  due  reward  in  the 
removal  of  injurious  and  degrading  disqua- 
lifications. They  ask  not  the  grant  of 
power  or  emolument,  but  the  capacity  to 
receive  them  when  earned  by  their  abi- 
lity, industry,  and  valour.  They  solicit 
no  privilege,  no  preference  over  others, 
but  that  equality  of  rights,  under  which 
the  meanest  subject  in  this  country  knows 
that  neither  birth  nor  poverty  disqualify 
him  for  the  public  service  ;  they  demand 
from  you  that  encouragement  to  industry 
and  virtue  even  in  the  lowest  stations, 
which  arises  from  the  possibility  of  attain- 
ing to  the  highest.  And  this  they  claim 
not  to  gratify  the  honourable  ambition  of 
a  few,  but  to  secure  the  dearest  interests  of 
all ;  to  dlQuse  amongst  their  whole  com- 
munity that  confidence  and  security  of 
private  life,  that  daily  protection  of  pro- 
perty and  person,  that  inward  sense  of 
legal  and  inviolable  independence  which 
equal  laws  can  alone  aflbrd  to  Irishmen,  as 
equal  laws  have  alone  conferred  the  same 
blessings  on  the  poorest  classes  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Great  Britain. 

For  your  own  sake,  if  not  for  theirs, 
they  ask  from  you  this  act  of  justice. 
They  intreat  you  to  enable  them,  without 
the  galling  sense  of  inferiority,  to  risk  their 
lives  in  your  defence :  they  implore  you 
to  rescue  yourselves  from  the  basest  of  all 
imputations,  that  of  receiving  obligations 
which  you  possess  the  means  but  want  the 
disposition  to  reward.  They  pray  you  to 
reflect  on  the  situation  of  Europe,  on  the 
^jcigencies  of  the  British  empirci  aQd  on 
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the  dotiet  of  all  its  sabjects.  Let  us  alto, 
they  exclaim,  let  us  also  be  seen  in  this 
great  crisis  of  the  world,  bearing  our  jQsl 
part  in  those  exertions  on  which  oar  safety, 
no  less  than  yoore  depends ;  sharing,  not 
the  dangers  only,  but  also  the  glory  of  thm 
contest ;  leading  as  well  as  following  our 
fellow-subjects  to  the  field  of  victory; 
partaking  with  them  in  the  administration 
of  our  common  interests,  and  deliberating 
by  the  same  right  as  yourselves  in  thm 
free  assemblies  of  our  common  coontry. 

These  are  the  Petitions  which  your 
lordships  are  advised  to  cast  from  you, 
neglected  and  unheard.  These,  the  jual 
claims  of  freemen,  but  tendered  to  you  in 
the  spirit  of  loyalty,  and  the  language  of 
supplication;  these,  recommending  them* 
selves  alike  to  your  feelings  and  your  in* 
terests,  appealing  irresistibly  to  your  good 
faith,  your  justice,  your  wisdom,  and  your 
honour,  yet  never  once  admitted  to  be  ihm 
subject  of  your  deliberative  consideration. 

How  shall  we  justify  this  conduct? 
What  defence  of  it  has  been  attempted  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  (the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool) who  almost  alone,  in  this  debate, 
has  argued  for  its  continuance  ?  All  thai 
he  has  this  night  offered  to  you,  has  served 
only  to  furnish  fresh  inducements  for  re* 
ferring  these  Petitions  to  a  committee  of 
the  House,  that  they  may  there,  at  last, 
be  temperately  and  deliberately  const* 
dered. 

For  in  what  did  his  speech  consist  ?  Ho 
has  enumerated  all  the  various  questions 
which  such  an  inquiry  would  naturally  em* 
braqe :  questions,  which  if  they  were  as 
difficult  as  he  maintains,  important,  com* 
plicated,  and  at  the  same  time  essential  to 
the  decision  of  this  cause,  would  prove 
only  with  increased  conviction  the  necei* 
sity  of  its  immediate  and  deliberate  exa* 
mination.  He  distinguishes,  how  acca* 
rately  I  need  not  ask,  between  direct  and 
indirect  exclusion  ;  the  one  improper,  tho 
other  fit  to  be  maintained.  To  Obtnmon 
understandings,  the  grounds  and  limits  of 
this  distinction  are  not  extremely  obviooiL 
Could  he  establish  it,  the  consequence  to 
which  it  inevitably  leads,  is  decisive 
against  his  own  argument.  Does  he  ad* 
niit  that  direct  exclusions  are  unjust  ?  £z« 
amine  then  the  case  of  these  petitioners ; 
try  it  by  history ;  look  into  the  statutea 
now  existing,  and  see  if  it  be  possible  to 
deny  that  the  Catholics  are  shut  out  from 
your  constitution  by  a  direct  and  positive 
exclusion,  applying  to  them  alone,  and  at* 
taching  expreasly  on  their  religious  cree4% 
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Their  disqaalificaUon  falls  within  the  very 
lines  and  limits  of  his  own  description. 
Its  circamstances  are  precisely  those 
which  he  himself  considers  as  affording 
incontestible  evidence  of  its  injustice. 

What  he  adds  is  yet  more  conclasive» 
for  differences  purely  religions^  he  says» 
he  would  not  impose  on  any  men  the  hard- 
ahip  of  disabling  tests.  To  what  then  do 
these  tests  apply  ?  The  oath  against  tran- 
substantiation  for  instance  ^  To  what  but 
to  an  opinion,  erroneous,  as  the  noble 
carl  and  I  believe,  but  so  exclusively  spi- 
ritual that  no  ingenuity  can  distort  it  into 
any  thing  but  a  matter  of  religious  faith. 
Why  then  does  not  the  noble  earl  him- 
self propose  the  abolition  of  this  oath  ? 
Why  does  he  refuse  to  examine  by  his 
own  principles,  the  other  tests  for  which 
he  argues?  Can  he  maintain  that  they  are 
governed  by  this  distinction  between  reli- 
gious and  civil  tenets  ?  Are  they  confined 
to  temporal  concerns  ?  Let  him  consider 
the  oath  of  supremacy  itself.  The  Catho- 
lics disclaim  all  difference  between  their 
allegiance  and  your  own,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  civil  authority  of  the  state.  They 
profess  to  pay  to  their  sovereign  and  his 
lawful  government,  the  same  temporal 
obedience  with  yourselves.  The  supre- 
macy ivhich  they  deny  is  that  only  which 
relates  to  questions  of  faith,  to  matters 
purely  spiritual.  A  supremacy  which  the 
Church  of  Scotland  no  more  acknowledges 
than  that  of  Rome;  recognized  in  our 
own  Church,  and  as  we  believe  rightfully 
inherent  in  our  state;  but  no  less  stiffly 
denied  at  Edinburgh  than  atMaynooth.* 
■  Here  then,  the  Catholics  are  at  issue 
with  the  noble  earl.  Does  he  believe 
their  assertion,  that  their  difference  from 
us  in  this  point  is  confined  to  matters 
purely  religious  ?  He  is  bound,  on  his  own 
principles,  to  repeal  their  civil  disabilities. 
Does  he  discredit  it?  Let  him  examine 
and  ascertain  the  fact. 

But  he  is  determined  to  resist  convic- 
tion, and  he  therefore  refuses  to  enquire. 
He  contents  himself  with  assuming  the 
matter  in  dispute,  and  pertinaciously  main- 
tains that  to  believe  in  purgatory,  and  to 
pay  civil  obedience  to  the  tftate,  are  things 
plainly  inconsistent  with  each  other.  The 
noble  earl  asserts  it,  the  Catholics  deny 
it.  How  shall  we  decide  between  them  ? 
The  o!d  objections  against  the  testimony 
of  Catholics  as  to  their  own  religious  tenets, 
the  noble  earl  has  this  night  explicitly 
disclaimed;  he  rejects  with  indignation 
the  obsolete  and  scaodabus  calumnies  on 


their  moral  character,  the  charges  of  equi- 
vocation  and  perjury,  the  imputed  belief 
that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics^ 
and  the  pretence  that  even  the  obligations 
of  an  oath  mav  be  dispensed  with  by  ec« 
clesiastical  authority.  I  am  glad  that  he 
has  learnt  at  last  to  treat  such  slanders  as 
they  deserve.  He  knows  in  what  quarters 
these  wretched  pleas  for  persecution  were 
recently  revived,  by  what  means  and  what 
purposes  they  were  re-echoed  through 
this  country.  We  shall  henceforth,  I 
hope,  have  his  assistance  in  stigmatising 
that  base  hypocrisy  which  labours  to  ex- 
cite by  falsehood,  our  fellow  subjects 
against  each  other  ;  and  disguises  under 
the  sacred  cover  of  religion,  the  foulest 
purposes  of  avarice  or  ambition. 

It  is  therefore  no  longer  pretended  that 
the  Catholics  wilfully  misrepresent  their 
tenets.  The  noble  earl  admits  that  they 
believe  it  to  be  their  opinion  that  all  tem- 
poral obedience  is  exclusively  due  to  the 
authority  of  the  state.  But  he  is  better 
acquainted  with  what  passes  in  their  minds 
than  they  themselves.  He  is  more  deep- 
ly versed  in  the  doctrines  of  their  religion 
than  those  who  profess,  or  those  who  teaclt 
it;  and  while  he  renders  all  justice  to 
their  sincerity,  he  condescends  to  instruct 
them,  that  when  they  think  they  mean  a 
spiritual  supremacy,  they  really  mean  a 
supremacy  both  spiritual  and  temporal. 

Such  are  the  refinements  by  which  the 
noble  earl  justifies  the  exclusion  of  mil* 
lions  from  the  constitution  of  their  coun* 
try  !  Such  are  his  arguments  for  conti* 
nuing  to  subject  a  whole  people  to  degra» 
dation  and  punishment !  Such  have  al- 
ways been  the  reasonings  of  every  perse* 
cutor.  It  is  the  inveterate  habit  of  into* 
lerance  to  impute  to  the  followers  of  every 
rival  sect,  opinions  which  they  disclaim, 
and  to  deduce  from  their  tenets  conclu- 
sions which  they  utterly  deny.  Justice 
and  charity  on  the  contrary,  give  to  others 
the  same  liberty  which  we  claim  for  our- 
selves; the  liberty  to  form  our  opinions 
by  the  light  of  our  own  reason,  to  adopt, 
to  investigate,  to  interpret  for  ourselves 
the  tenets  which  we  embrace,  and  to  be 
credited  in  our  exposition  of  them  until 
our  own  practice  shall  have  proved  its  in- 
sincerity. 

Your  Roman  Catholic  Countrymen  are 
therefore  well  entitled  to  belief,  when  they 
assure  you  on  their  oaths,  that  ihey  attri- 
bute to  Popes  or  councils  no  temporal  au- 
thority, that  they  acknowledge  no  supre- 
macy ia  either,  except  in  cases  purely 
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spiritual.  The  noble  earl  himself  admits 
it,  but  he  objects  that  this  discrimination 
between  spiritual  and  temporal  authority 
may  in  practice  sometimes  be  difficult. 
Legislative  proTisions,  be  says,  alone  de- 
fine its  limits,  direct  its  application,  en- 
force its  observance.  Be  it  so.  What 
stronger  reasons,  I  ask  you,  conld  he  have 
assigned  for  acceding  to  the  proposed  en- 
quiry ? 

He  puts  the  cases  of  excommunication 
and  of  marriage.  Some  dark  and  unex- 
plained connection  he  supposes  to  exist 
between  the  right  ofevery  sect  to  exclade 
from  its  communion,  those  who  depart 
from  its  religious  institutions,  and  the 
legal  authority  of  the  magistrate  to  panish 
crimes  by  disabilities  and  penalties.  Some 
strange  and  perilous  conflict  be  foresest, 
between  the  religious  sanctions  of  mar- 
rias^e,  considered  as  a  sacrament  in  the 
Roman  Church,  and  its  judicial  consc' 
quences  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
subject,  and  on  the  security  and  descent 
of  property.  In  both  cases,  I  believe,  his 
fears  have  long  since  been  amply  refuted 
by  experience.  But  to  discuss  these  ques- 
tions here,  would  be  to  anticipate  the 
Tery  enquiry  which  we  solicit,  and  which, 
for  that  purpose,  as  for  so  many  others, 
the  noble  earl  himself  has  prorea  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  parliament  to  institute. 

One  remark  only  let  me  make  on  these 
points,  and  it  equally  applies  to  both.  It 
is  for  those  who  apprehend  danger  from 
them,  to  shew  the  extent  and  nature  of 
the  evil,  and  to  search  out  his  remedy. 
For  the  danger,  if  it  be  real,  exists  at  this 
hour,  and  cannot  be  augmented  by  a  com- 
pliance with  these  Petitions.  Four  mil- 
lions of  your  subjects  are  already  Catho- 
lics ;  will  these  disabilities  convert  them  ? 
You  do  not  hope  it.  In  their  case,  as  in 
every  other,  persecution  has  served  only 
to  counteract  its  own  evil  purposes.  What 
security,  then,  has  the  noble  earl  found 
in  these  laws  against  the  dangers  which 
he  fears  from  their  repeal  ?  As  Catholics, 
your  fellow  subjects  attribute  to  their  own 
Church,  the  power  to  exclude  them  from 
her  communionr  As  Catholics,  they  re- 
quire for  their  marriages,  those  sanctions 
which  their  faith  demands.  I  know  not 
what  the  slate  has  to  apprehend  in  either 
case  ;  but  if  there  be  cause  of  fear,  how  is 
it  averted  by  excluding  this  great  popula- 
tion from  your  civil  constitution  ?  Yet 
here  again  I  call  upon  vour  lordships  to 
examine  and  enquire.  I'ry  whether  it  be 
troe  that  there  appears  in  the  practice  of 
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the  Catholics,  or  lorks  in  their  intentwo, 
any  desire  to  extend  the  interference  of 
their  Chorch  one  inch  beyond  the  tni« 
limiu  of  religions  faith.  Prove  the  pur* 
pose,  open  or  coyert,  direct  or  indirect,  to 
withdraw  from  the  state  any  portion  of  its 
temporal  sopremacy,  and  no  man  shall  be 
found  more  forward  in  resistance  than  mjr* 
self.  What  I  ask  for  ray  fellow-sobjccti 
is  religious  freedom,  the  liberty  to  sery« 
Grod  in  the  way  in  which  they  have  bees 
trained  np,  to  worship  him  accordiog  to 
the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience,  to 
adhere  to  that  form  of  Cbristianitj  which 
they  profess,  without  incorring  any  legal 
penalty,  or  being  stigmatised  by  any  ciTil 
disability.  I  trost  they  hare  no  wish  to 
withdraw  their  allegiance  from  the  state  } 
X  am  sure  they  baTe  no  interest  to  weaken 
its  authority.  They  solemnly  disclaim 
the  intention.  And  were  they  so  far  mm* 
led  as  to  deyiate  in  their  practice  frona 
these  their  pledged  opinions  and  princH 
pies  of  loyal  and  dutiful  obedience,  tbra 
would  find  in  me  not  an  adTOcate  in  tbtt 
House,  but  an  impartial  legislator,  ready 
to  concur  in  eyeiy  measure  of  necessary 
restraint  upon  them,  not  as  Catholics  bat 
as  subjects,  not  for  their  errors  in  reKglo% 
but  for  their  oflfences  aeainst  the  state* 

These  are  the  gronnm  on  which  we  re* 
commend  the  deliberate  examination  of 
these  Petitions.  The  King's  ministers  ad* 
viae  a  more  summary  fMroceeding.  To  exa* 
mine  into  the  grieyances  of  Ireland  would 
be  troublesome,  to  redress  them  might  be 
embarrassing;  the  enquiry  tedious,  th# 
remedy  complicated.  Their  eenclusion^ 
therefore,  is  to  leaye  the  matter  where  it 
stands.  The  iaconTenience  sfiects  not 
them.  There  are  only  four  millions  of 
our  feilow*snbjects  who  complain:  and 
why  should  their  Petitions  be  considered 
now,  which  have  always. hitherto  been  ro« 
jected  without  examination  ? 

Two  other  arguments,  indeed,  the  noble 
earl  has  urged,  not  so  much  for  resisting 
enquiry,  as  for  inducing  yoo  finally  to  re^* 
fuse  what  these  petitioners  solicit.  H^ 
tells  you  first,  and  he  has  learned  it  from 
high  and  grave  authority,  in  a  Petition  thii 
night  presented  to  us,  tnat  the  dangers  of 
Popery  were  never  so  alarming  as  at  pre* 
sent !  The  pocrer  of  the  Pope  never  so  for^ 
midable  !  More  to  be  dreaded  now  than 
at  any  antecedent  period ! 

Shall  I  apply  myself  seriousljr  to  exa* 
mine  this  assertion  ?  Shall  I  remind  your 
lordships  of  the  history  of  your  owit 
country  and  of  Sorope  ^  Whole  natiodi 
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armed  against  each  other,  kings  and  em- 
perors (leposed,  and  crowns  distributed 
by  that  authority?  Shall  I  ask  you,  it 
might  appear  an  insult  to  unmerited  suf- 
fering, where  the  object  of  these  fears  is 
at  this  hour  existing  ?  In  what  corner  of 
Europe,  in  what  solitude,  in  what  prison 
we  are  to  look,  for  the  possessor  of  this 
inordinate  and  overwhelming  power,  now 
so  much  Augmented  beyond  all  its  former 
greatness? 

Well  may  we  judge  from  such  vain 
imaginations  what  is  the  true  character  of 
the  counsels  which  they  inspire.  Ano- 
ther spirit,  a  very  different  temper  this 
great  question  demands.  In  the  contem- 
plation of  reason,  in  the  balance  of  jus- 
tice, in  the  sobriety  and  wisdom  of  an  en- 
lightened legislature,  what  are  all  these 
passionate  assertions,  these  visionary 
dangers, .  these  exaggerated  or  simulated 
alarms  ?  They  are  trifles  light  as  air,  in 
themselves  contemptible,  but  unworthy 
even  to  be  weighed  in  ihe  scale  against 
the  happiness  and  freedom  of  a  nation, 
the  union  and  safety  of  an  empire. 

That  the  noble  earl  should  adopt  these 
idle  declamations  was  indeed  surprizing. 
It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  one  of 
your  ministers  should,  in  such  an  hour  as 
this,  fear  nothing  from  the  increasing  dis- 
contents of  Ireland,  fear  every  thing  from 
the  growing  influence  of  the  Pope  ?  Does 
he  identify  that  influence  with  the  power 
of  your  enemy  ?  He  himself  had  but  a 
few  minutes  before,  commended  the  firm- 
ness of  a  persecuted  man,  whom  terror 
had  not  yet  succeeded  in  rendering  sub- 
eervient  to  injustice.  But  then,  he  tells 
us,  if  the  present  Pope  should  die,  who 
knows  what  successor  may  follow  ?  My 
lords,  I  know  not,  nor  can  any  man  pre- 
dict. But  if  there  be  danger  in  that  un- 
certainty, avail  yourselves  of  the  interval. 
Do  you  think  the  mischief  will  be  obviat- 
ed by  waiting  for  it  in  listless  inactivity  ? 
By  deferring,  till  that  very  exigency  shall 
arise,  this  long  expected  act  of  concilia- 
tion which  might  best  provide  against  it  ? 
Never  can  you  believe,  that  by  irritating 
your  people  against  their  own  govern- 
ment,  that  by  teaching  them  to  despair  of 
justice  from  Great  Britain,  you  will  detach 
them  from  foreign  influence.  Treat  them 
as  brothers,  not  as  aliens,  and  they  n'ill 
cling  to  the  constitution  which  protects 
them.  Persuade  yourselves,  it  is  the  su- 
rest method  of  persuading  them,  that  the 
duties  of  a  good  Catholic  and  a  good  sub- 
jtct  are  perfectly  compatible.     Respect 


them,  and  they  will  respect  themselTes;' 
secure  to  them  under  their  own  govern- 
ment, the  full  enjoyment  of  religious  free« 
dom,  and  you  may  then  hope  that  they 
will  reject  with  scorn,  the  claims  of  any 
Pontiff  imposed  upon  their  Church  by  the 
public  enemy  of  their  country. 

But  if  you  delay  all  healing  measures, 
the  wound  may  rankle  till  it  becomes  in- 
curable. The  danger  which  you  fear  is 
remote;  that  which  you  incur  is  immi- 
nent. This  protracted  intolerance  weakens 
all  our  measures  of  defence  ;  it  paves  the 
way  for  the  long  meditated  enterprize  of 
our  enemy  against  that  quarter  of  our 
empire,  where  all  men  know  we  are  most 
vulnerable.  Should  he  be  successful  there, 
he  will  not,  even  then,  I  hope,  deprive  us 
of  the  spirit  to  defend  ourselves,  but  he 
will  render  that  defence  extremely  pro- 
blematical. 

The  noble  earl  then  flies  to  his  last  re- 
source, the  hacknied  plea  of  every  oppres- 
sor, the  stale  apology  for'all  injustice.  If 
you  yield  to  these  Petitions,  he  says,  will  the 
Catholics  engage  to  ask  from  you  nothing 
more  ?  Take  your  stand  here ;  if  you 
once  give  way,  where  will  you  find  the. 
limits  of  concession  ?  I  answer,  you  wiU 
find  them  wherever  truth  and  justice  have 
established  them.  If  this  request  be  fit  to 
be  conceded,  concede  it;  if  more  can 
with  equal  justice  be  demanded,  give  it 
with. equal  alacrity:  if  the  principle  of 
the  concession  stops  here,  here  also  let 
your  stand  be  taken. 

I  had  hoped  indeed,  that  by  the  lessons 
of  the  last  twenty  years  this  sorry  argu- 
ment had  for  ever  been  exploded.  In  that 
short  period  we  have  reaped  the  experi- 
ence of  centuries,  but  it  has  all  been  lost 
upon  us,  if  we  have  not  yet  learnt  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  improvidence  of  ex- 
torted submission  and  the  wisdom  of  timely 
conciliation. 

The  noble  earl  enquires  from  us  the 
limits  of  the  concession  which  we  recom- 
mend :  I  ask  him  in  return,  where  would 
the  mischief  of  his  principle  be  limited  ? 
He. advises  you  to  deny  justice  through 
the  fear  of  farther  importunity;  to  refuse 
a  rightful  claim  lest  it  should  encourage  a 
groundless  pretension.  My  lords,  this  Is 
to  sap  the  very  foundations  of  all  govern- 
ment. It  is  to  violate  the  original  com- 
pact of  the  British  constitution.  You 
have  no  right  to  require,  none  even  to  re- 
ceive from  the  subjects  of  this  realm,  a 
promise  to  withhold  their  wishes  or  their 
interests  from  your  coosideraiion.    Far« 
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liament  must  renounce  its  most  important 
functions  before  it  can  thus  stipulate  with 
any  class  of  the  community.  For  what 
purposes  are  you  invested  with  the  powers 
of  legislation  ?  Is  this  a  right  to  be  exer- 
cised for  your  advantage^  or  a  trust  to  be 
discharged  for  the  benefit  of  your  coun- 
try ?  But  to  yourlordships,  all  illustration  of 
this  principle  is  superfluous ;  I  well  know 
that  if  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  now 
tendering  at  your  bar  the  yery  pledge 
which  the  noble  earl  demands  from  Ihem, 
you  would  reject  it  with  indisiiatioih  No 
tucb  compact,  you  would  tiHl  them,  can 
be  made  either  on  our  part  or  oo  theirs^ 
It  is  our  duty  to  exercise  an  anceaiing 
attention  to  their  prosperity ;  il  is  tbeira 
to  look  to  us  alone  for  tlie  remoral  of 
every  successive  grievance,  which  either 
in  present  or  in  future  circnmstaocea  ihall 
cramp  their  industry,  or  dis-sptrit  their  ez« 
ertions,  shall  obstruct  the  improvei^ent, 
disturb  the  harmony,  or  prejndioe  the  li* 
berties  of  their  country. 

But  the  noble  earl  pursues  this  reason- 
ing farther,  and  assigns  a  motive  such  as  I 
think  was  never  before  alleged  for  the  re- 
jection of  such  Petitions.  He  not  only 
apprehends  a  farther  demand,  but  he  an- 
ticipates its  nature,  and  almost  admits  its 
justice.  Dismiss  this  claim,  he  says ;  seek 
not  to  remedy  this  grievance  ;  it  occupies 
the  attention  of  the  Catholics.  Relieved 
from  this  pressure,  their  complaints  will 
next  be  directed  to  another  question  whiph 
'*  we  may  find  it  more  difficult  to  argue 
with  them.''  What  a  consideration  to  be 
offered  to  a  just  and  wise  legislature !  what 
a  picture  has  the  noble  earl  exhibited  of 


the  principles  on  which  our  government 
is  conducted  !  what  an  instructive  lesson 
to  the  subjects  both  of  this  country  and  of 
Ireland !  These  tests,  these  disabilities, 
these  penal  disqualifications,  are  retained 
it  now  appears,  not  as  being  in  themselves 
cither  just,  or  politic,  or  reasonable,  but  as 
the  outworks  of  some  other,  and  in  the 
noble  earPs  judgment,  some  weaker  cause. 
What  then  were  all  the  alarms,  dissemi- 
nated throughout  your  country  ?  The  rei- 
terated appeals  to  the  blindest  prejudices 
and  the  worst  passions  of  the  people  ? 
What  were  all  the  dreadful  apprehensions 
this  night  so  solemnly  repeated  ?  The  fears 
of  Popery,  the  dangers  which  threaten 
the  iVotestant  establishment,  the  Hanover 
succession,  the  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  Toleration  act  itself;  pretences, 
put  forward  only  to  cloak  and  veil  the 
truth,  artifices  to  distract  the  attention^ 
(VOL.  XXII.) 


dtsg|iiiseB  to  cover  something  which  is  still 
behind,  and  which  the  noble  earl  ev^  now 
seems  afraid  to  name. 

Need  I  cbamcterixo  this  wretched  sys* 
tern?  Itsliberality»itswi8dom»itshonestyt 
To  stave  oCFthe  pressure  of  one  difficulty^ 
voarminislers  interpose  another ;  tonio* 
long  onecaose  of  discontent,  th^  seek  to 
perpetaateathonsaad;  todelajf  thodr«Kled 
statement  of  a  grievance  which  they  fiiar 
to  meet,  and  now  nol  how  to  nmtdft, 
they  psftinacionsly  insist  on  the  caaseieis 
de^radatieo  of  a  whole  conunonity.  An4 
now,  in  the  ckiso  of  all,  aMnas  the  aoblo 
Secretary  of  State  himielfj  nnveils  tho 
hidden  mysteries  of  this  crooked  policy^ 
and  thus  provokes  that  ymtf  discossioni 
which  he  is  most  anxknis  to  avert. 

Was  any  government  ever  yet  admi* 
nisterednpottsodi principles?  Aretiieso 
the  connak  open  which  the  existence  oC 
my  conntry-ttost  depend?  I  wish  nol  tn, 
dis^oise  the  dificoUiei  of  the  sntjecl  toi 
which  the  ndiie  earl  alludes.  I  know, 
and  have  repeatedly  considered  them; 
never  once  believing  that  bv  shotting  my 
eyes  against  any  pimlic  evil  I  could  pre* 
vent  its  occonrence,  or  lessen  its  embar* 
rasment  Instead  of  shrinlung  from  thoeo 
difficoJties  behind  the  cover  of  another 

aoestion,  vour  interest  re(|oires  yea  to  fito% 
bem  boldly,  and  to  provide  ag^tinst  thena 
b]^  mature  and  temperate  deliberation  on* 
mixed  with  prejuaice,  uninfluenced  by 
clamour.  As  much  as  foresight  is  prefer* 
able  to  blind  security,  as  much  as  pro* 
dence  and  resolqtion  are  superior  to  negli- 
gence and  fear,  so  much  is  the  policy  of 
full  and  early  and  deliberate  enquiry  into 
these  important  questions,  to  be  preferred 
to  the  fine-spun  artifices  of  your  govern- 
ment, studious  only  to  procrastinate  tho 
consideration  of  all  our  real  dangert,  and 
to  fix  the  attention  both  of  parliament  and' 
the  country  on  apprehensions  which  are 
wholly  visionary. 

One  glaring  mllacy,  indeed,  pervades  all 
their  speeches.  They  love  to  dwell  on 
these  fancied  mischiefr;  they  enlarge  with 
redundant  eloquence  on  the  dangeroiia 
principles  and  pernicious  designs  of  their 
fellow  subjects.  But  they  forget  to  tetl 
us  how  these  evils,  were  they  real,  can  be. 
contronled  by  the  cmiUnoance  of  the  pre* 
sent  system,  or  increased  by  its  abandon* 
ment.  The  contrary  is  manifest.  Every 
circumstance  of  future  peril  which  the  no- 
ble earl  anttcipales  from  conciliatory  me*» 
sores,  is  at  this  moment  existing  in  full 
vigour  and  unrestiiGted  operation.  Dooi 
(2X) 
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he  distrust  the  loj^alty  of  the  Catholics  ? 
That  apprehension  applies  at  least  with 
equal  force  to  their  present  situation. 
Even  he  cannot  imagine  that  discontent 
will  increase  with  increasing  liberality, 
and  that  men  will  be  more  alienated  from 
their  government  by  a  fuller  admission  to  its 
protection  and  conndeiice.  Does  he  dread 
their  means  of  giving  effect  to  any  evil  pur- 
pose r  Those  means  are  not  diminished  : 
Diminished,  shall  I  say  ?  They  are  molti- 
plied  beyond  all  power  of  cdculation  by  the 
provisions  of  the  existing  laws.  What  you 
nave  already  conceded  to  that  sreat  and 
taluable  pbrtion  of  your  people  is  too 
little  for  the  just  claims  of  affectionate  and 
ftiithful  subjects,  but  it  is  far  too  much  to 
have  been  entrusted  to  the  blind  instru- 
ments or  willmg  adherents  of  your  inve- 
terate enemy.  No  terms  can  describe  the 
iblly,  no  language  exaggerate  the  dangers 
of  that  perverse  and  inconriAtent  policy, 
which  under  the  prevalence  of  such  ap- 
prehensions, has  equally  deprived  you  of 
the  power  of  coercion  and  the  influence  of 
kindness:  abandoninff  all  that  in  your 
former  systems  of  exclusion  could  be  use- 
ful for  security,  and  retaining  so  much  of 
them  alone  as  may  fetter  the  exertions  of, 
the  loyal,  and  stimulate  the  passions  of  the' 
multitude. 

I  am  arguing  these  apprehensions  as  if 
they  could  possibly  have  any  foundation 
in  reason.  Let  me,  however,  once  more 
protest  that  I  can  hardly  bring  myself, 
even  for  a  moment,  to  admit  such  a  suppo- 
sition ;  and  least  of  all,  when  I  consider 
those  particular  instances  of  danger  which 
have  been  this  night  alleged.  The  noble 
earl  puts  the  case  of  a  Catholic  judge,  and 
asks  how  such  a  magistrate  is  to  determine 
causes  connected  with  the  validity  of 
some  marriage  good  in  law,  but  null  by 
the  canons  of  his  Church  ?  What  a  per- 
version of  all  moral  principle  does  the 
question  itself  imply  !  wbiit  is  the  oath  of 
a  judge  ?  What  is  his  office  }  What  do 
your  own  courts  of  law,  what  do  you 
yourselves  declare  when  you  pronounce 
6n  causes  of  this  description  ?  That  the 
marriage  is  good  in  conscience  ?  That  it 
is  agreeable  to  Scripture  ?  That  it  is  con- 
sonant to  the  doctrines  of  our  own  church  ? 
No,  not  one  of  these.  But  that  it  is  valid 
in  the  contemplation  of  our  laws ;  sanc- 
tioned by  that  code  of  civil  jurisprudence 
which  is  the  sole  admissible  authority  in  a 
court  of  civil  judicature.  Could  then  a 
judge  be  embarrassed  by  such  a  difficulty 
U  this  ?  A  man  of  learning  and  moral 


character  fit  ^Ibr  a  judicial  office,  a  man 
deeply  impressed  by  his  religion,  as  th« 
noble  earl  admits,  with  the  sanctity  of  an 
oath,  could  he  be  doubtful  whether,  when 
he  has  solemnly  sworn  to  administer  jus* 
tice  according  to  the  law,  he  is  not  bound 
to  administer  it  on  some  principle  directly 
adversetothelaw?  Isthisapoint  of  dubious 
obligation,  hard  to  be  solved,  and  requiring 
the  assistance  of  a  casaist  ?  Or  is  it  even  a 
question  fit  to  be  argued  in  an  assembly 
of  just  and  pious,  grave  and  enlightened 
legislators  i 

A  noble  and  learned  lord  (Redesdale) 
states  bis  apprehensions  on  a  different 
ground.  He  seems  atarmed,  not  for  year 
law,  but  for  your  Church.  Repeat  these 
tests,  he  says,  and  a  Catholic  may  be  a 
cabinet  minister:  may  have  a  share  in 
advising  the  nomination  of  a  bishop !  And 
then,  how  dreadful  the  consequences,  if  a 
person  not  of  your  own  communion,  par« 
ticipated  officially  in  the  appointment  of 
the  prelates  of  your  Church ! 

My  lords ;  if  I  have  rightly  read  tho 
history  of  my  country,  our  pure  and  re* 
formed  episcopal  establishment  never  ex* 
periencea  from  the  most  bigoted  Popery 
a  more  rancorous  and  inveterate  hostility, 
that  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Scotland.  And  yet  it  has  happened  to 
myself  to  sit  ten  years  in  the  cabinet  with 
one  noble  person,  and  for  a  period  not 
much  shorter  with  another ;  the  one,  se* 
cretary  of  state,  (lord  Melville)  the  other, 
lord  chancellor  of  England  (lord  Lough- 
borough); both  natives  of  the  country 
where  that  Church  is  established;  both 
educated  in  its  tenets;  both,  as  far  as  I 
have  ever  heard,  continuing  in  its  com- 
munion to  the  latest  hours  of  their  lives. 

The  noble  and  learned  lord  must  cer« 
tainly  suppose  that  the  consciences  of 
those  respected  persons  were  grievously 
offended  by  the  rags  of  Popery,  which 
were  daily  in  their  view,  llie  Catholic 
of  this  day  is  judged  by  the  worst  exam* 
pies,  drawn  from  the  darkest  ages:  to  the 
present  Church  of  Scotland,  therefore,  we 
must,  in  all  consistency,  attribute  the  per- 
secuting fury  of  Knox  and  his  disciples. 
How  much,  then,  must  it  surprize  you  to 
be  assured  that  no  motion  was  ever  made 
by  either  of  these  noble  lords  in  cabinet 
for  superseding  the  King^s  supremacy : 
none  for  suppressing  our  liturgy;  none 
even  for  abolishing  that  greatest  of  all 
scandals  to  a  Presbyterian  eye,  the  name 
and  office  of  our  bishops.  What  is  still 
more  astonishing,  and  may  possibly  quiet 
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ereo  the  learned  lord's  alarms,  boih  of 
them  have  exercised  that  very  power 
which  is  now  so  grievously  apprehended  ; 
both  have  officially  concurred  in  the  no- 
mination of  our  prelates,  of  men  at  this 
hour,  ornaments  of  our  legislature  and 
pillars  of  our  Church.  Among  those  right 
reverend  persons  who  have  this  night  so 
pathetically  been  eptreated  to  protect  our 
establishment  against  this  formidable  dan- 
ger, OQO  half,  perhaps,  would  find  the  in- 
struments of  their  own  appointment,  ac- 
tually countersigned  by  the  one,  or  sealed 
by  the  other  of  these  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  a  rival  Church. 

How  has  it  happened,  that  this  in- 
fluence, so  formidanle  in  theory,  has,  in 
practice,  been  found  so  innocent?  The 
reason  is  obvious.  "  The  oppressor  has 
ceased,  and  therefore  the  eartn  is  at  rest 
and  is  quiet.''  The  spirit  of  persecutioQ^ 
the  zeal  for  compulsory  eonverrionu  are 
extinguished,  and  with  tnem  have  expired 
every  sentiment  of  inveteracy,  all  aesire 
and  all  temptation  to  reciprocal  injustice. 
The  obligations  of  civil  auegiance  and  re- 
ligious faith  no  longer  contradict  each 
other.  Duties  which  reason  and  revela* 
tion  have  inseparably  connected,  and 
which  are  placea  by  bigotry  alone  in  tdbis 
unnatural  and  mutually  destructive  oppo- 
sition. 

The  noble  Secretary  of  State  indeed 
appears  to  think,  that  in  practice  they  are 
found  incompatible.  He  tells  us,  that  in 
no  monarchy  in  Europe,  except  those 
governed  by  military  despotism,  nave  the 
Catholic  aud  Protestant  ever  exercised  in 
common  the  higher  functions  of  magis- 
tracy and  government.  Were  the  Igct 
unquestioned,  what  conclusion  could  it 
authorize  ?  How  few  are  the  limited  mo« 
narchies  which  have  existed  in  Europe 
since  the  Reformation  ?  But  the  assertion 
is  as  groundless  as  the  argument  is  weak. 
Let  him  look  to  Hungary :  there  he  may 
learn  a  lessoui  pregnant  with  instruction 
to  the  bigots  of  every  age,  memorable  to 
the  rulers  of  every  country,  but  invaluable 
in  its  application  to  our  interests,  could 
we  but  consent  to  profit  bv  example. 
That  country  was  once,  like  Ireland,  the 
seat  of  discontent,  cherished  by  intolerance 
and  fermented  by  persecution*  There« 
by  the  wisdom  of  a  government^  in  that 
instance  at  least,  how  far  more  enlighten- 
ed than  our  own,  all  religious  incapacities 
have  been  finally  repealed:  Catbolici 
and  Protestants  in  that  Kinnlom  jndgo  on 
the  same  bench,  commaM  in  t^  aanit 


armiei,  deliberate  in  the  same  free  asseuk* 
blies.  From  this  blessed  union,  whlcff» 
to  the  noble  earl  and  to  his  colleagne|» 
appears  impoesible,  but  of  which  betttf 
and  more  liberal  councils  perceived  tltm 
facility,  and  anUcipated  the  oenefit,  whicli 
consequence  has  practically  ensued  ?  Th* 
emperor  of  Austria  owes  to  it  the  existence 
of  bis  throne.  Hungary,  the  wi^aknea  qf 
his  ancestors,  is  become  the  m^n  streng^i 
and  reliance  of  their  descendant.  Then 
are  now  the  chief  sowrces  of  hia  power* 
there  the  foundations  of  his  hope.  To 
the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  a  people 
thus  united  with  each  other,  thus  con- 
nected with  their  government,  he  nospr 
looks  with  confidence  for  support  in  thf 
last  trial  of  this  dreadful  contest,  in  tha# 
awful  liour,  whenever  it  shall  arrive ;  fmr 
come  infalliblv  it  pius^  whea  th^  xaam^ 
mity  of  his  sumecta  cfiD  alone  nphold  djf 
just  rights  of  their  aoveroign^  and  the  i^p 
depenoence  of  their  own  country. 

but  let  us  reverie  the  picture.  Granl 
to  the  noble  earl  that  this  policjr,  whi^d^. 
Europe  has  vritnessed  and  appMiidedfip 
vimnary  mad  iinpractiotble.  Concede  to 
him  that  what  Jhaa  nved  Ao|Aria»  nw 
ruin  England.  Admit,  if  you  can,  for  ^ 
gnment,  admit  so  monatrons  •  proposittooL 
admit  to  him  uffiutt  all  reason  and  wSf 
history,  that  e^erv  throne  most  be  shakof 
to  its  centre  which  permits  its  subjecta  ff 
hold  communion  with  a  forei^  Churcli^ 
to  reverence  its  spiritual  fimctions,  or  ro» 
coffnize  its  ecclesiastical  supremaciTf 
What  follows  ?  That  this  danger  is  now 
existing.  Four  millions  of  your  country* 
men  have  been  bom  and  educated  in  thif 
religious  faith,  and  not  even  our  ministeiy 
themselves  have  yet  proposed  to  us  thf 
forcible  conversion  ot  that  great  conunof 
nity. 

Tbty,  indeed,  the  Catholics  of  Irelaqdf 
the  objects  of  your  jealousy,  the  victia^ 
of  your  feiirs,  propose  to  you,  as  your  bes) 
securitv  for  their  conduct,  to  identify  th^if* 
inter^stp  with  your  own.  As  pledget  of 
their  aitfichivient  they  oflbr  to  yon  thefa* 
selves,  their  foinilies,  their  country,  fffl 
the  purfuita  of  life;,  all  the  blessings  i^ 
freedom,  all  that  they  ask  firom  your  iui* 
tice,  and  aaek  to  mnof  under  the  prote^ 
tion  of  yopr  lawa^  They  know  and  fee) 
that  your  apprehensiont  ttp  ^grouodljsaiU 
the  noble  earl  insisto'  that  the  danger  {a 
real,  the  mip  imminent.  And  what  doop 
he  advice  ?  To  leave  the  patter  as  it  is: 
the  mipchief  for^saei^  \>^i  not  averted ;  thf 
diaooAttnt  iDAigicdj  tbt  •ep|»ratio^  Mij 
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widened.  This  is  the  sum  of  all  his  po- 
lioy,  the  result,  as  he  describes  it,  of  the 
collected  wisdom  of  ages^  To  your  real 
dangers  he  is  blind.  For  those  which  he 
imagines,  he  provides  no  remedy.  Per- 
petual exclusion,  unmodified  intolerance, 
the  persecution  of  millions,  the  eternal 
teparation  of  a  whole  people  by  religious 
animosity,  which  no  time  shall  soften,  no 
merit  reconcile : 

**  Quam  nee  looga  dies,  pietas  nee  mitigat 
ulla !" 

All  these  things  he  judges  safe  and  plea- 
sant, practicable  and  easy.  But  concilia- 
tion and  justice,  mutual  benevolence  and 
reciprocal  afiection,  the  confidence  of  a 
just  government  io  the  administration  of 
equal  laws,  and  the  attachment  of  a  free 
community  in  the  enjoyment  of  equal  be- 
nefits ;  these  he  deems  visionary  specula- 
tions, in  theory  inconsistent,  in  practice 
impossible ! 

But  let  me  appeal  to  your  own  convic- 
tion. Is  it  possible  to  comply  with  the 
noble  earl's  advice  ?  Can  this  matter  con- 
tinue in  its  present  state  ?  You  know  it 
cannot.  With  the  growth  of  nations  their 
constitution  changes.  The  claims  and  the 
necessities  of  their  maturity  have  no  re- 
semblance to  the  imbecility  of  their  in- 
fancy, or  the  dependence  of  their  child- 
hood. The  situation  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  has  never  yet  been  stationary : 
it  can  still  less  be  so  in  the  circumstances 
of  their  present  strength.  The  alternative 
is  now  before  us.  An  uncontroulable  ne- 
cessity now  compels  us  no  longer  to  delay 
our  ultimate  decision.  We  must  either 
receive  that  people  into  the  bosom  of  their 
country  as  friends  and  fellow-citizens, 
faithful  and  trust-worthy ;  or  if  we  really 
believe  them  irreconcilable  enemies  to 
our  government,  we  must  resolve,  I  can 
hardly  bring  myself  to  pronounce  the 
word,  yet  the  wickedness  of  such  an  at- 
tempt would  not  exceed  its  folly,  we  must 
resolve  to  exterminate  the  great  body  of 
the  Irish  nation.  Persecution,  says  a  pre- 
late of  our  own  Church  (Burnet,)  if  it  be 
allowed  at  all,  must  be  extreme ;  it  must 
go  to  the  extermination  of  all  Dissenters 
from  the  established  religion.  Such  is  the 
language  of  Burnet  in  those  admirable  re- 
flections which  close  his  history.  The 
grounds  of  this  opinion  are  there  detailed; 
his  expressions  are  coarse,  the  sentiment 
itself  is  harsh,  but  it  is  consonant  to  rea- 
|ion.  I  grieve  to  think  how  closely  we 
ourselves  have  followed  it  in  our  former 


conduct  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.     I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  picture  of  complete 
security  established  in  that  kingdom,  on 
the  principles  of  that  noble  earl ;  a  faith- 
ful portrait  of  that  tranquillizing  system, 
to  which  his  policy  must  inevitably  compel 
you  to  revert.    It  is  drawn  by  the  hand 
of  a  master ;  one  who  knows  that  country 
well ;  who  describes  what  he  saw,  and  ap- 
plauds what  he  describes ;  a  zealous  advo- 
cate for  all  religious  tests  and  disabilities ; 
and  who,  while  he  exults  in  the  conse- 
quences of  persecution,  is  pleading  earnest- 
ly   for  its    continuance    and  extension. 
"  We  look  upon  the  Papists  of  this  king- 
dom,'' says  Swifl,  (Letter  on  the  Sacra* 
mental  Test,)  "  to  be  altogether  as  incon* 
siderable,  as  the  women  and    children. 
Their  lands  are  almost  entirely  taken  from 
them,  and  they  are  rendered  incapable  of 
purchasing  any  more ;  and  for  the  little 
that  remains,  provision   is  made  by  the 
late  act  against  Popery,  that  it  will  daily 
crumble  away :  to  prevent  which,  some 
of  the  most  considerable  among  them  are 
already  turned  Protestants,  and  so,  in  all 
probability,  will  many  more.    Then,  the 
Popish  priests  are  all  registered,  and  with- 
out permission,  (which  I  hope  will  not  be 
granted)  they  can  have  no  successors ;  so 
that  the   Protestant  clergy   will  find  it, 
perhaps,  no  difficult  matter  to  bring  great 
numbers  over  to  the  Church ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  common  people,  without 
leaders,  without  discipline,  or  natural  cou- 
rage, being  little   better  than  hewers  of 
wood,  and  drawers  of  water,  are  out  of  all 
capacity  of  doing  any  mischief,  if  they 
were  ever  so  well  inclined." 

Observe,  my  lords,  in  this  passage,  all 
the  genuine  features  of  these  disabling 
laws:  compare  their  objects,  their  means, 
and  their  results :  see  with  what  hopes 
they  are  proposed,  what  consequences 
they  have  uniformly  produced.  Need 
I  ask  the  prelates  of  the  Irish  Church 
how  far  the  mild  course  of  religious 
instruction,  recommended  by  this  pious 
divine,  has  corresponded  with  his  ex- 
pectation of  general  conversion  ?  Need  I 
enquire  of  any  British  statesman  what  ef- 
fects have  resulted  to  the  political  interests 
of  the  empire  from  the  depression  and  ig- 
norance, the  degradation  and  misery,  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  its  inhabitants.  Yet  to 
this  policy  the  noble  earl's  advice  most 
inevitably  compel  you  to  revert.  To 
remain  as  yon  are,  is  manifestly  impossible. 
Jf  }[0u  listen  to  the  advocates  of  civil  and 
religions  freedom,  if  yoo  belief  e  that  In 
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tiberality  and  justice  will  invariabiy  be 
found  the  best  securitres  against  discon- 
tent and  disaffection*  complete  the  work 
of  emancipation,  which  yoa  hare  already 
soccessfully  comsienced.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, you  resign  yourseWea  to  the 
guidance  of  the  noble  earl,  and  of  his 
colleagues,  resolve  to  act  consistently  with 
the  principles  of  their  advice.  Ckiard 
yourselves  by  new  secorities  against  a 
people  whom  they  pronounce  irrecon- 
cilably hostile  to  your  government:  re- 
call those  improvident  concessions  which 
have  placed  these  your  eternal  enemies 
nearly  on  a  level  with  your  peaceful  and 
loyal  subjects.  Arm  yourselves  with 
fresh  severity  against  them;  aggravate 
your  former  tyranny  in  Ireland,  and  re- 
duce, if  you  can  once  more  reduce,  that 
flourishing  portioii  of  your  empire  to 
helpless  dependence  and  irremediable  op- 
pression. 

This  great  question  can  no  longer  be 
evaded  :  the  period  of  procrastination,  the 
hour  of  delusion,  is  past.    It  is  to  yon  that 
this  much  injured  people  must  now  look : 
you  must  decide  between  these  two  con- 
flicting systems.     If  not  from  sentiment 
or    reason,  judge  them  bv  experience. 
Review  the  past  history  of  Ireland,  and 
examine  her  actual  condition.    It  is  now 
about  thirty  years  since  she  began,  slowly 
wise,  and  hesitatingly  just,  to  mitigate  her 
code  of  persecution :  and  every  step  in 
that  direction '  has  led  her  on  to  national 
independence  and  public  prosperity.    Of 
the  earlier  relaxations  of  har  penal  laws 
it  is  enough  to  say,  that  their  benefit,  not 
to  her  only,  but  also  to  yourselves,  was 
more  than  commensurate  with  their  ex- 
tent.   In  1793,  concessions  were  made  in 
a  more  enlightened  spirit,  and  with  a  more 
liberal  hand.     It  was  then  that  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  were  first  admitted,  how- 
ever imperfectly,  to  your  political  con- 
stitution :  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  gratify- 
ing recollections  of  my  mind,  one  of  the 
proudest  distinctions  of  my  life,  to  have 
contributed  largely  to  the<adoption  of  that 
auspicious  resolution  in  the  British  cabinet. 
We  owe  to  it,  (I  am  not  afraid  to  assert  it 
broadly)  we  owe  to  it  the  means  of  our  re- 
sistance to  that  yoke,  under  which  all  else 
in  Europe  has  been  compelled  to  bow. 
The  noble  earl,  while  he  condemns  the 
principle  of  those  concessions,  and   la- 
ments their  extent,  yet  with  admirable  con- 
sistency has  blamed  their  authors  for  not 
having  rendered  them  more  uniform  and 
«ystematicaU     I  appeal  to  those  who  re- 


member the  transactions  of  that  day,  and 
the  spirit  which  rated  in  Ireland.  Greater 
concession  I  should  then  willingly  have  ad« 
vised,  had  greater  concessions  then  been 
practicable.  To  have  insisted  on  mors 
would  have  endangered  the  whole. 

Bat  I  admit  that  the  last  and  most  im« 
porunt  privilege,  the  share  in  legislative 
power,  coold  be  granted  onhr  In  an  united 
parliament  Of  the  Union  it  was  the  na- 
tural and  inevitable  consequence :  a  consc« 
?uence  always  foreseen  by  me,  and  which 
have  invariably  considered  as  one  of 
the  greatest  recommendatioas  of  that  sala^ 
tary  measure. 

Would  to  heaven  we  had  availed  our* 
selves  of  that  best  and  most  anspicious  op« 
portunity !  When  the  long  wished  for 
Union  of  these  kingdoms,  then  recently  es» 
tablished  by  law,  might  in  the  same  mo» 
ment  have  been  cemented  by  motoal  af- 
fection, and  made  indissoluble  by  reciprvN, 
cal  advantage.  When  the  Protestant 
might  have  been  taught  to  regard  it  as  Ihe 
main  bulwark  of  his  establishment,  the  Ca* 
tholic  as  the  sole  charter  of  his  emancipa« 
tion.  Ireland  had  then  newly  surrendered 
to  yon  her  independant  legalature.  8h% 
trusted  in  return,  that  her  people  would 
thenceforth  be  considered  as  our  own;  ad^ 
mitted  to  share,  not  onr  dangers  only,  bnl 
also  their  rewards,  leading,  as  well  as  foU 
lowing  their  fellow  subjects  to  the  field  of 
glory ;  partaking  with  us  in  the  adminis* 
tration  of  our  common  interests,  and  deli- 
berating by  the  same  right  as  ourselvea  in 
the  free  assemblies  of  our  common  coun« 
try.  Then  it  was,  that  the  British  govern^ 
ment  acting  with  good  faith  and  liberality, 
might  have  reconciled  all  the  long  cherish- 
ed  animosities  of  a  divided  people,  have 
mitigated  instead  of  inflaming  their  reli* 
gions  difierences,  have  given-  to  the  Pro- 
testant  that  security  which  two  centuries 
of  intolerance  have  not  procured  for  him, 
and  have  restored  to  the  Catholic  his 
civil  rights,  so  formidable  to  a^  separate  le- 
gislature, so  harmless  in  an  united  parlia- 
ment. Then  was  the  moment  to  have  ew^ 
tablished  whatever  could  be  desired  for 
mutual  security,  whatever  could  contribute 
to  reciprocal  affection.  Then  had  already 
been  obtained  from  the  prelates  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church  of  Ireland  a  ready 
consent  to  those  very  stipulations  from 
which  your  improvidence,  disappointing 
their  just  expectaUons  and  violating  your 
own  engagements,  has  taught  them  also  to 
shrink  back  with  reciprocal  distrust  and 
jealousy ;    those   very   stipulations,   the 
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may  otherwise  arrive,  in  which  no  art  can 
save,  no  wisdom  can  recover  us. 

But  the  noble  lords  are  unconvinced; 
and  tauntingly  enquire  of  us«  the  advo« 
cates  of  a  better  policy,  whether  we  still 
believe  that  this  great  work  can  be  accom- 
plisbed  with  the  same  facilities  as  formerly 
for  mutual  conciliation;  with  the  same  se- 
curities  as  might  have  once  been  obtained 
against  every  real,  against  every  imagi* 
nary  danger  ?  What  are  the  expectations 
of  others,  I  know  not.  For  myself,  I  an- 
swer, as  the  truth  is.  No ;  1  have  no  such 
hope.  Their  impolicy  has  deprived  me  of 
it.  My  country  must,  I  know,  pay  the 
penalty  of  their  misconduct ;  she  must  reap 
what  they  have  sown,  and  exhaust,  even  to 
the  dregs,  the  bitter  draught  with  which 
they  have  poisoned  the  sources  of  her  pros- 
perity. 

Much,  however,  it  is  still  in  your  power 
to  achieve  for  the  peace  and  union  of  the 
empire.    I  forbear  to  dwell  longer  on  the 
benefits  which  must  result  from  such  a  re» 
solution.    You  are  now  asked  only  to  con* 
sider  these  Petitions.     And  let  it  not  be 
forgotten^  that  if  the  noble  earl  had  proved 
to  you  all  that  he  has  asserted,  if  he  had 
established  the  necessity    of  excluding 
British  subjects  from  the  legislature  and 
government  of  their  country,  there  would 
yet  remain  behind,  in  these  disqualifying 
laws,  provisions  imperiously  requiring  the 
interference  of  parliament.     Those  laws 
have  done  much  more  than  even  the  noble 
earl  requires.     They  have  marked  and 
stigmatised  this  people,  as  incapable  of 
en)inence  in  any  honourable  course  of 
life.    Such  is  their  condition  in  all  the  or* 
dinary  relations  of  society.     Traders  shut 
out  from  the  corporations  of  their  native 
towns,  merchants  excluded  from  the  di« 
rection  of  their  national  bank,  barristers 
proscribed  from   the    bench,  officers  to 
whom  all  prospects  of  military  glory  are 
denied,  country  gentlemen  prohibited  by 
law  from  executmg  the  office  of  sherim 
Reflect,  too,  on  the  avowed  reason  of  this 
last  exclusion.    It  is  because  with  the  she- 
riff rests  the  nomination  of  those  juries 
who  decide  on  their  property,  honour,  a^d 
life«  that  they  are  held  unfit  to  discharge 
that  trust.     To  the  Protestant  alone  it  is 
confined.     The  appointment  itself  is  ex- 
clusively vested  in  the  crown;   and  we 
know  what  are  the  dispositions,  and  what 
the  conduct  of  the  Castle,  towards  the  Ca* 
tholics.     But  even  this  is  not  deemed  a 
sufficient  security,  without  superadding  to 
it;  by  law#  a  provision  e(|ually  dishooottr- 


waet  of  which  foi*ms,  as  is  now  pretended, 
a  principal  obstacle  to  mutual  conciliation. 

That  opportunity  has  passed  away,  and 
its  advantages  are  irrecoverable.  Others 
have  since  occurred,  less  favourable  c^- 
tainly  than  the  first,  for  such  is  the  condi- 
tion of  human  aflairs,  but  still  such  as 
might  have  enabled  us  to  accomplish 
every  wish  that  could  be  formed  by  any 
true  friend  to  our  civil  and  religious  estab* 
lishments,  by  any  good  citizen  of  the 
United  Kingdfom. 

All  have  been  equally  rejected ;  at  the 
Union  our  gift  would  have  been  voluntary, 
the  free  wiU  offering  of  affection,  the  first 
fruits  of  fraternal  kindness.  How  it  would 
have  been  received,  let  those  say  who  best 
know  the  character  of  that  generous  and 
warm-hearted  nation,  always  conciliated 
by  kindness,  always  wounded  by  distrust, 
but  never  to  be. finally  alienated  except 
by  long  continued  injustice  and  oppression. 
Toe  same  boon  which  we  might  then  have 
boen  the  first  to  offer,  they  have  since  re- 
peatedly asked  from  us :  and  so  often  has 
It  again  been  in  our  power  to  have  poured 
balm  into  the  wounded  spirit  of  our  fellow 
9ol:yects ;  so  often  have  we  driven  them 
from  our  door,  repulsed,  humiliated,  I  would 
add*  disgraced,  if  disgrace  did  not  more 

Eroperly  attach  to  him  who  offers  than  to 
im  who  sustains  an  injury.  Had  we  even 
then,  in  their  earliest  intercourse  with  the 
British  parliament,  had  we  since,  when 
they  so  oflen  courted  our  affection,  dis- 
played to  them  a  generous  and  confiding 
spirit,  how  easy  would  then  have  been  the 
arrangement  of  every  stipulation  which 
fear  itself  could  have  annexed  to  the  con- 
cession. How  ready,  how  sincere,  how 
complete  might  have  been  the  union  of 
these  sister  kingdoms !  How  different  are 
now  the  results  of  the  opposite  policy  ! 
How  different  both  our  own  situation  and 
the  disposition  of  our  fellow  subjects !  How 
gradual,  how  regular,  has  been  the  growth 
of  that  distrust  and  jealousy  which  we 
have  planted  in  their  hearts ! 

Why  do  I  recount  these  things  ?  Is  it 
only  to  reproach  the  authors  of  all  this 
evil,  with  the  calamities  consequent  on 
their  misgoverument  ?  That  were  a  poor 
consolation.  My  purpose  is  to  remind 
your  lordships,  and  to  impress  it  on  my 
country,  that  we  have  now  this  last  oppor- 
tunity, not,  indeed,  of  retrieving  what  we 
have  already  lost,  that  were  too  much  to 
hope,  but  of  preventing  the  further  accu- 
mulation of  mischief ;  and  of  averting  that ' 
dreadful  situatiop^  God  knows  bow  soon  it , 
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able  in  its  motive,  and  unjust  in  its  ope- 
ration. 

I  might  also  enlarge  on  that  spirit, 
which  these  laws  alone  have  kept  alive  in 
the  Protestant  corporations  of  Ireland.  1 
might  remind  you  of  the  recent  conduct 
of  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  if,  indeed, 
that  conduct  be  such  (I  am  reluctant  to 
believe  it^)  as  I  have  read  in  the  public 
ilccounts  of  their  proceedings. 

Would  you  learn  the  temper  of  that 
body,  which  decided  to  stand  alone  in  pe- 
titioning your  lordships  against  the  claims 
of  their  countrymen  ?  It  was  proposed  to 
them,  to  recognize  the  services  of  one  of 
the  thousands  of  Irishmen  who  are  daily 
fighting  the  battles  of  their  country.  To 
this  gallant  individual,  returning  covered 
with  wounds  from  the  field  of  his  exploits 
to  the  bosom  of  his  admiring  country,  they 
were  content  to  express  their  thanks.  But 
be  is  a  Catholic.  The  freedom  of  their 
city,  therefore,  they  would  not  grant  him. 
His  conduct  they  applauded j  the  advan- 
tage, the  honour,  resulting  from  it  to  his 
country,  they  acknowledged :  they  would, 
without  difficulty,  vote  to  him  a  sword. 
Arms  they  would  put  into  his  hands,  that 
he  might  again  use  them  as  the  soldier  of 
a  free  country ;  again  hazard  his  own  life, 
again  maintain  their  interests,  acquire 
firesh  laurels  for  himself,  achieve  fresh  vic- 
tories for  Ireland,  but  that  on  his  return  he 
might  again  be  told,  that  a  Catholic  is  un- 
worthy to  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  her 
citizens,  or  to  participate  in  the  freedom 
of  her  metropolis ! 

Such  conduct,  my  lord?,  can  only  ex- 
cite our  scorn.  What  follows  is  of  a  more 
serious  nature.  It  affects  the  authority  of 
the  legislature,  and  the  impartial  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  We  are  told,  that,  on 
the  same  day,  this  Protestant  corporation 
proceeded  to  elect  their  sherifls ;  those 
officers  who,  in  the  capital  of  Ireland,  are 
to  name  the  juries  to  serve  on  every  trial 
between  Protestant  and  Catholic,  between 
the  King  and  his  subjects  of  all  religions. 
And  we  learn  that  a  test  was  required  by 
this  body  from  the  candidates  for  such  an 
office  ;  a  test  unknown  to  your  law?.,  and 
inconsistent  with  the  supremacy  of  parlia- 
ment ;  an  engagement  of  perpetual  adhe- 
rence to  the  system  of  these  exclusive 
laws,  in  defiance  of  the  authority  even  of 
the  legislature  itself.  I  speak  from  the 
public  papers.  I  request  the  ministers  to 
contradict  the  statement,  if  it  be  ground- 
less. This  is  necessary  to  vindicate,  not 
so  much  the  character  of  the  corpora- 


tion of  Dublin,  as  their  oWn.  Let  them, 
if  they  can,  assure  your  lordships  that  they 
have  not  connived  at  this  open  insult  to 
the  legislature,  that  they  have  not  per- 
mitted this  outrage  on  the  constitution  of 
your  judicatures  to  pass  with  impunity. 
Above  all,  let  them  satisfy  you  that  this 
has  not  happened  in  the  same  city,  wbero 
they  have  so  lately  prosecuted  men,  tha 
first  in  rank,  and  character,  and  honour^ 
for  acts  which,  if  they  are  illegal  in  Ire- 
land, are  illegal  in  England  also;  but 
which  are  daily  practised  here  under  the 
eye  of  your  government,  and  with  the  fall 
cognizance  of  the  legislature. 

My  lords,  this  subject  is  inexhaustible^ 
and  my  own  anxiety  upon  it  knows  no 
bounds.  But  I  am  trespassing  too  long 
upon  your  patience.  Yet  to  one  point 
more  I  mast  advert ;  it  relates  to  the  mi- 
litary disqualifications.  Catholic  officerg 
are  disabled  from  holding  the  same  com- 
missions in  England,  which  they  may  law* 
fully  hold  in  Ireland.  Five  years  ago,  the 
removal  of  this  monstrous  contradiction  m 
your  laws,  and  the  extension  of  equal  pri- 
vileges to  officers  of  every  rank,  was  sepa^ 
rateiy  proposed  to  parliament.  What  Al- 
lowed r  You  till  remember  the  ctamoof 
that  was  excited,  from  what  quarters  ft 
proceeded,  and  by  whom  it  was  encou* 
raged.  You  remember  the  countenance 
given  to  it  by  prelates  and  statesmen,  by 
persons  whose  station  and  whose  fiinctions 
should,  at  least,  have  deterred  them  fVom 
the  guilt  of  disseminating  groundleii 
alarms  and  grossly  injurious  calumnies. 
The  people  of  England  were  then  assured* 
that  inevitable  ruin  must  accrue  both  t6 
their  Church  and  to  their  state,  if  any  Irisb 
Catholic  should  ever  exercise  military 
command  in  any  comer  of  this  Protestant 
island.  I  say  Irish  Catholic,  because  the 
very  authors  of  these  alarms  had  them- 
selves (such  is  the  consistency  of  faction,) 
not  three  years  before,  authorized  the 
crown,  by  law,  to  employ  foreign  Catholic 
officers  in  England,  without  any  limitation 
of  number,  or  any  test  of  allegiance.  What 
is  now  your  situation  ?  Those  who  depre- 
cated this  danger  have  incurred  it;  those 
who  declaimed  against  any  alteration  of 
the  law  have  altered  it.  Those  who  en- 
treated you  to  take  your  stand  on  that  un- 
tenable ground,  have  themselves  aban- 
doned it.  The  ink  was  scarcely  dry  with 
which  their  inflammatory  advertisements 
were  penned,  the  sound  of  their  senseless 
and  wicked  clamours  against  Popery  wal 
•till  ritiging  in  your  ears,  when  they  theUii*' 
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selves  brought  over  to  this  country  whole 
regiments  of  Irish  Catholics.  All  their 
fears  subsided,  all  danger  from  entrusting 
military  command  to  their  fellow  subjects, 
vanished  from  their  minds;  and  if  the  dis- 
turbances which  their  wretched  commer- 
cial policy  has,  at  this  hour,  excited  in  the 
interior  of  our  country,  should  happen  to 
extend  themselves  to  Northampton,  it  will 
probably  be  on  the  Catholic  militia  of  Ire- 
land, that  even  this  sanctuary  of  Protest- 
antism must  rely  for  protection  against  the 
consequences  of  their  misgovernment. 

Such  is  the  reality  of  the  dangers  with 
which  you  are  threatened  on  these  sub- 
jects ;  such  the  sincerity  with  which  they 
are  urged  !  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  I 
condemn  the  measure  of  bringing  these 
regiments  to  England ;  far  otherwise.  I 
know  no  better  remedy  for  the  prejudices 
which  have  been  thus  wickedly  excited  in 
this  country,  than  that  the  people  of  £ng« 
land  should  see  and  know  their  fellow 
subjects;  should  judge  bow  liule  their 
dispositions,  their  character,  or  their  con- 
duct, accord  with  the  representations  of 
their  enemies. 

My  lords,  I  have  much  to  add ;  many 
points  highly  important  to  this  great  ques- 
tion I  have  led  unnoticed ;  many  unan- 
swerable arguments  I  have  forborne  to 
urge  ;  but,  at  so  late  an  hour,  I  can  ven- 
ture to  trouble  you  no  longer.  I  have  an- 
swered, I  trust  conclusively,  every  particle 
of  objection  suggested  by  the  noole  earl 
against  the  general  object  of  this  motion. 
I  have  adverted,  though  very  shortly,  to 
some  points  untouched  by  him,  and  in 
themselves  of  smaller  comparative  im- 
portance ;  but  such  as  prove,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  denial,  that  these  laws  must 
9f  necessity  be  revised* 

Suffer  me,  in  the  conclusion  of  my  state* 
inent,  once  more  to  remind  you,  that  it  is 
to  the  examination,  not  to  the  decision,  of 
these  questions,  that  you  are  now  invited ; 
and  that  to  this  you  cannot  refuse  your- 
selves, without  a  violation  of  the  public 
faith  plighted  to  the  Catholics  at  the 
Union,  and  a  manifest  dereliction  of  your 
own  duty. 

But  let  me  not,  in  thus  assigning  the 
real  limits  of  this  question,  disguise  to 
you  my  own  opinion  of  the  conduct  which 
It  behoves  us  to  pursue.  I  am  satisfied 
there  is  but  one  result  of  this  examination 
which  can  be  honourable  to  yourselves  or 
useful  to  the  empire.  We  must  repeal 
these  disabilities  without  delay  :  repeal 
thtm  not  partially  but  wholly.    We  must 
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admit  our  fellow  subjects  to  the  full  and 
equal  enjoyment  of  that  constitution,  which 
is  our    inheritance  and  our    boast,   the 
strength  of  our  government,  and  the  se- 
curity of  our  people.    Do  this,  my  lords, 
and  we  may  defy  the  world  in  arms. 
This  will  be  our  best  protection  against 
danger  from  abroad,  and  discontent  at 
home ;  the  strongest  bulwark  of  our  esta- 
blishments, the  surest  of  all  safeguards  for 
our  Church  itself.    Let  us,  at  the  same 
time,  omit  no  other  article  of  our  public 
duty  ;  let  us  watch  with  unceasing  vigi« 
lance  over  the   maintenance  of  our  re- 
formed Church ;  protect  its  rights,  uphold 
its  establishments.    They  are  rooted  in 
our  affections,  and  interwoven  with  our 
liberties.    But  let  not  the  councils  of  Great 
Britain  be  polluted  by  the  principles,  of 
intolerance,  nor  her  legislature  rest  her 
safety  on  persecution.     Disunion  is  oar 
only  real  danger.    To  that  object,  all  tho 
efforts  of  our  enemies  are  unceasingly  di- 
rected.   It  is  for  U9  to  cherish,  in  both 
countries,  the  seeds  of  conciliation,  the 
growth  of  mutual  affection ;  proving,  by 
our  own  example  to  them  and  to  the 
world,  how  mucli  above  all  other  policy 
is  the  wisdom  of  liberality  and  jgstice. 


The  Lord  ChanceUor. — My  lords;  in 
consequence  of  what  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  baron,  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  feel 
myself  called  upon,  if  on  no  other  account 
but  that  of  the  very  numerous  and  re- 
spectable body,  with  whom  I  am  most  in- 
timately connected,  (university  of  Oxford) 
not  to  suffer  this  question  to  pass  with  my 
silent  vote. 

I  feel  that  I  should  not  do  my  duty  by 
them,  if  I  did  not  rise,  and,  on  their  parts* 
disclaim  that  conclusion  which  has  been 
formed  of  the  motives  which  induced  them 
to  present  that  Petition  to  your  lordships 
on  this  occasion,  which  now  lies  on  your 
table ;  and  which  I  do  say,  is  the  result  of 
fair  and  full  deliberation;  and  not  ac- 
tuated by  any  motives  of  illiberality,  of 
bigotry,  or  intolerance,  towards  his  Ma- 
jesty's Roman  Catholic  subjects;  but 
founded  on  that  well-grounded  and  loyal 
attachment,  ever  evinced  by  that  learned 
body  towards  the  constitution  of  this 
country ;  with  a  just  reference  to  the 
principles  upon  which  that  constitution 
was  settled  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 

My  lords,  I  disclaim,  on  my  own  pari 
too,  that  I  have  ever  voted  on  this  subject 
upon  any  principle  of  intolerance.  I 
never  did,  nor  ever  will  give  any  vote 
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•I^nst  the  extending  the  teligioas,  w 
ciyil  liberties,  of  any  cltss  of  hisMtjesly's 
aabjects,  when  I  think  I  can  give  that  Tote 
for  tQch  extension  consistently  with  the 
eecnrity  of  onr  own  estabKshiaenta ;  bot  I 
shall  always  be  goided  in  my  decisions  on 
such  subjects,  by  what  I  conceire  neces- 
sary to  maintain  the  constitation,  aa  tvf 
law  established ;  for  the  happiness  and  se- 
carity  of  the  great  whole.  This,  my 
lords,  was  the  principle  which  has  uni- 
formly goremed  my  conduct,  and  which 
shall  do  so  on  this  subject* 

My  lords,  it  has  been  impated  to  me, 
that  4)n  a  former  occasion,  I  eladed  this 
question,  by  the  noble  lord  who  has  jost 
BOW,  with  so  much  eloquence,  addrcMd 
you ;  and  who  now  calls  upon  you  to  go 
Into  this  committee;  but,  my  lords,  al» 
though  I  gave  a  silent  TOto  on  that  occa* 
tion,  my  vote  was  not  governed  by  pre- 
judice ;  but  because  I  conceiTtd  the  te»> 
dency  of  the  motion  was  against  the  Pr»* 
tettant  establishment  of  time  countries ; 
and  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  alarm  the 
Phrtestants  of  Ireland ;  and  to  foment 
those  jealousies  which  might  take  place  on 
such  an  occasion. 

Will  your  lordships  give  me  leave  to 
call  your  attention  to  what  the  modon  is 
nowbefore  you  ?  It  is,  that  you  will  go 
into  a  committee  to  enquire  what  are  the 
laws  which  now  operate  to  pruTent  the 
Roman  CathoKcs  of  Ireland  from  being 
admitted  into  all  the  advantages  of  place 
and  power  in  the  state,  equally  with  the 
aaembers  of  the  Protestant  Church,  in 
order  to  devise  the  means  of  abrogating 
those  laws;  and,  my  lords,  through  the 
whole  tenor  of  this  debate  it  has  been 
vrarmly  asserted,  that  the  Protestants,  as 
well  air  Catholics  of  Ireland,  are  equally 
desirous  of  this  change. 

But,  my  lords,  if  you  have  any  regard 
to  the  Protestant  Church  of  Ireland,  which 
does  not  now  exist  as  a  separate  establish- 
ment ;  but  is  united  for  ever  by  the  Union 
with  the  Protestant  Church  of  England, 
I  would  ask,  how  you  can  go  into  such  a 
question,  and  with  such  views,  without 
affecting  the  Protestant  establishment  in 
both  countries ;  And  I  will  be  glad  also 
to  know  how  you  can  exclude  from  such 
a  consideration  his  Majesty's  Roman  Ca- 
tholic subjects  in  Scotland  ?  Their  num- 
ber, it  is  true,  may  be  fewer  than  those  in 
Ireland ;  but  the  principle  of  justice  is 
the  same;  and  the  question,  therefore, 
must  be  one,  which  not  only  afiects  the 
Established  Church  of  England  and  Ire* 
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knd,  but  abo  that  of  Scotland,  wbtra  il 
must  tend  to  do  away  the  Teat  Acta,  ea« 
tabKshed  by  tba  laws  of  thaft  coauttj,  and 
settled  by  cumpael  at  the  Union ;  «iid 
however  easy  it  may  aeeni  to  tbo  tsoble 
lord  to  dispeaae  vrith  the  kwi  of  England 
and  Irdand,  upon  tins  subject,  I  beiiov« 
be  will  not  find  it  so  uMy  to  deal  with  thu 
test  of  the  law  of  Scotland, 

I  cannot  consent  to  the  moasure  off 
going  iat#  a  committee,  for  the  purpoaa 
of  doing  avray  lawi  which  wo  deem  ne« 
cesaaryfor  the  aafoty  of  the  blablishod 
Gburc^  until  ii  can  be  clearly  shewn  tm 
me,  thai  tbero  ia  a  necessity  for  going  into 
a  question  which  ia  directly  to  aftet  thai 
security,  and  to  excite  disquiet  amoogat 
all  classes  of  bis  Msjesfey'a  nrotostant  sub* 
jecta  in  both  kinffdoais.  B0,  I  aay,  my 
lords,  if  you  shoiuf  bo  of  opinion,  that  il 
is  right  to  ffivo  up  what  the  Catholioa 
claim ;  and  that  such  a  surrender  ia  in« 
dispensible,  aa  it  is  alleged,  to  procuM 
tbdr  tranquiUity  and  your  aafcty,  yon 
should  give  it  at  once,  without  the  delaj^ 
of  a  committee,  and  bring  m  a  Bill  m 
thepurpoae. 

My  lords,  agrotiog  as  I  do  with  the  no* 
ble  lord  in  respect  of  the  principles  wbiek 
prooeded  the  Revolution  in  th'ts  country^ 
MwUl  allow  me  to  aay,  that  the  result 
of  that  event  wa»not  onlv  to  provide  ibr 
the  security  of  our  civil,  but  our  religioua 
liberty !  and  that  kmg  William  was  call* 
ed  to  the  throne  of  these  realms  to  proted 
our  Protestant  religion,  as  well  as  our 
civil  liberty.  Have  noble  lords  read  the 
Bill  of  Rights  ?  I  have  read  it  over  and 
over  again ;  and  I  say,  it  not  only  coni>ik 
plains  of  the  civil  tyranny  to*  which  il 
alludes,  and  against  the  recurreneu  of 
which  it  expressly  purposes  to  protect  ua 
for  ever ;  but  it  also  complains  of  the  re« 
ligious  tyrannjr,  with  which  that  civil  ty«^ 
ranny  was  so  intimately  connected.  Upon 
what  ground,  then,  was  it  that  this  Bill  of 
Rights  was  founded,  unless  upon  the  esta^ 
bluhmcnit  of  a  govemnsent  purely  Pro* 
testant  in  Chuich  and  State  ?  My  lords, 
have  I  forgotten  all  that  I  have  been  read* 
ing  upon  this  subject;  orbavelmisunder* 
stood  the  doctrines  expressly  laid  down 
by  the  great  authorities,  who  lived  nearesi 
the  Revolution,  and  who  were  leading 
actors  in  all  the  great  transactsons  which 
took  place  at  that  period  ?  Look  at  tho 
language  of  Somers  and  Hardwicke  on 
that  subject ;  for,  if  I  err,  I  have  been 
misled  by  the  writings  of  those  great  oha« 
racters;  and,  my  lords,  to  thedoctrinea 
(2Y) 
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ciple  of  the  constitution,  as  continued  and  early  example  and  daily  practice  of  hif 
recognized  by  every  act  of  the  state,  down 
to  the  present  hour,  that  the  king  should  be 
head  of  the  Church.  It  is  clear  from  every 
historical  authority,  that  our  ancestors,  at 
Ihe  Revolution,  so  meant  that  it  should  be 
both  then  and  always ;  but  it  is  now  pro- 
posed by  the  supporters  of  this  motion, 
that  the  advisers  of  bis  Majesty  may  be 
Catholics  who  deny  him  that  supremacy. 

My  lords,  I,  for  one,  disclaim  any  such 
sentiments ;  and  I  never  will  agree  to  the 
prayer  of  any  Catholic  Petition,  having 
for  its  object  a  purpose,  in  my  mind,  so  di- 
rectly subversive  to  the  very  principles  of 
your  constitution* 

My  lords,  I  should  not  trouble  your 
lordships  on  this  occasion,  if  I  did  not 
think  it  my  boundenduty  emphatically  to 
•vow  and  repeat  the  sentiments  I  have  so 
often  expressed  on  this  subject.  I  beg  to 
say  again,  that  in  the  part  1  take,  I  am 
Bot  actuated  by  any  feeling  of  intolerance 
to  the  religious  opinions,  or  civil  rights  of 
any  man,  or  class  of  men,  so  far  as  1  think 
tbi^m  consisAent  with  the  security  of  ibe 
state :  and  maintaining  that  principle,  I 
triist  that  every  man,  from  the  highest  to 
ihe  lowest,  will  do  what  he  conscieotioiu&ly 
thinks  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  whole 
people  ;  and  upon  ibis  principle  it  is  that 
I  cannot  agree  to  the  measure  how  pro- 
posed. 


Lord  GrenpiUc^^My  lords ;  I  have  no 
intention  of  making,  under  the  plea  of  ex- 
planation, a  repjy  to  the  learned  lord's 
speech.  The  temptation  no  doubt  is  greats 
but  I  will  not  yield  to  it.  I  rise  solely  to 
▼indicate  my  own  character  against  his 
unjust  aspersions,  and  a  few  minutes  will 
suffice  for  this  purpose.  The  learned  lonl 
accuses  me  of  inconsistency  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  have  formerly,  he  says,  considered 
some  conditions  as  indispensable  from 
which  I  now  advise  you  to  depart.  Were 
the  fact  true,  I  should  admit  it  without  re- 
luctance. I  have  never  desired  the  praise 
of  that  consistency  which  adheres  to  error 
in  spite  of  conviction.  Nor  can  I  exclude 
from  my  views  of  the  present  question  all 
reference  to  the  increasing  pressure  of  the 
times,  and  to  the  fast  accumulating  dis- 
tresses and  necessities  of  the  empire.  But 
the  charge  is  wholly  groundless.  Nei- 
ther my  opinions  on  this  great  question, 
nor  therefore  niy  language  or  my  con 
duct,  have  ever  varied  for  a  moment.  The 
learned  lord  refers  you  to  a  printed  letter 
of  mine  to  lord  Fingall,  and  following  the 


colleagues,  he  quotes  it  in  unfair  aad 
garbled  extracts.  Li  one  thing,  however, 
he  differs  from  them,  and  I  thank  him  for 
it ;  he  has  at  least  the  manliness  to  make 
his  personal  attacks  upon  me  in  a  placo 
where  they  can  be  answered. 

My   lords,  I  adhere  to  that  letter,  to 
every  phrase  which  it  contains,  to  every 
sentiment  which  it  expresses ;   nor  have  I 
this  night  uttered  a  siocle  word  which 
does  not  perfectly  accord  with  it.     I  de« 
sire  you  only  to  read  it  before  you  judge, 
to  take  your  impression  of  its  contents 
from  the  paper  itself,  and  not  from  such 
misrepresentations  as  the  learned  lord  is 
pleased  to  make  of  it.     When  you  have 
so  done,  I  will  gladly  appeal  to  yourselves 
whether  it  be  true^  tbat  I  have  in  any  part 
of  cbat  letter,  spoken  of  the  king's  negative 
upoa  the  appointment  of  the  Roman  Ca^ 
tholic  bishops  in  Ireland  as  an  indispensa** 
ble  condition,  without  which  the  disabi* 
lities  now  attaching  on  that  body  can 
never  be  repealed  ?    The  learned  lord  as* 
sorts  it,  but  he  has  read  to  you  no  suck 
passage.    None  such  is  to  be  found.   Yoa 
will  find  there  on  the  contrary  my  recorded 
opinion,  that  to  insist  on  such  points  "  m 
opposition  even  to  groundless  prejodice, 
would  be  the  reverse  of  legislative  wis« 
dom.''    You  will  find  my   humble  but 
earnest  exhortations  that  no  such  partial 
and  precipitate  decisions  '^  should  pre* 
judge  any  of  the  separate  branches  of  this 
great  question,  or  limit  its  unreserved  dis«* 
Cttssion.''    You  will  perceive,  1  trust,  in 
every  paragraph  and  line  of  that  publica- 
tion the  general  and  pervading  spirit  of 
the  whole  ;    the  same  wish  which  I  have 
this  night  expressed  for  national  concilia-* 
tion  above  all  other  things :  the  same  deep 
sense  which  I  have  ever  entertained  of  the 
importance  of  this  great  cause,  the  same  un- 
wearied sol  icitude  for  its  success ;  the  same 
earnest  recommendation  to  sacrifice  to  it 
all  minor  considerations,  all  petty  jealou- 
sies, all  groundless  fears,  and  to  confide 
without    reserve    in    the    wisdom    and 
patriotism  of  the  legislature  as  our  best 
securities  for  the  interests  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  en>pire,  and  for  the  safety  of 
the  whole.    Are  these  the  sentiments  i 
am  now  called  upon  to  disavow  ?    Is  this 
the  opinion  which  1  can  be  afraid  of  com- 
paring with  any  language  ever  held  upon 
the  subject  by  the  learned  lord  himself  f 
Or  can  any  man  point  out  in  any  part  of 
these  suggestions  the  smallest  variation 
from  say  present  conduct  <? 
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The  learned  lord  b»s  entertained  him- 
self with  a  long  history  about  Dr.  Miiner 
and  the  Veto.  For  what  purpose  ?  wi>ttld 
he  insinuate  that  I  deceived  you  on  the 
subject  ?  He  knows  the  contrary.  If  he 
had  read  the  letter  which  he  quotes,  he 
must  have  learnt  from  it  that  I  spoke  ia 
the  presence  of  those  whom  he  supposes 
to  hare  contradicted  me,  and  that  I  re- 
ceived from  them  on  the  contrary  their 
immediate  and  full  '<  acknowledgments  of 
"  satisfaction  in  all  that  I  bad  stated.'' 

An  im predion  hostile  to  that  nuiasure 
has  since  prevailed  in  Ireland.  Am  I  ac- 
countable for  this  ?  The  impression  was 
produced  by  the  unjust  and  irritating 
conduct  of  the  British  gOTernineBt.  To 
them,  therefore,  if  any  evil  (which  I  ex- 
pect not)  shall  follow  from  the  rejection 
of  the  Veto,  to  them  that  evil  is  solely  to 
he  ascribed.  But,  however  raised,  mch 
feelings  do  certainly  exist.  Thatprbpoeal, 
which  at  the  period  of  the  Union  was 
sanctioned  by  the  most  considerable  of 
their  bishops,  is  now  considered  by  a  large 
proportion  of  that  people  as  fliibvorsive 
of  their  Church.  Is  it  wisdom  utterly  to 
disregard  such  feelings  ?  Is  it  justice  to 
trample  on  the  opinions  of  a  whoke  oom- 
muoity  ?  Does  consistency  require  that  be 
who  advises  a  measure  when  aaproved  by 
both  the  parties  whom  he  wishes  to  con- 
ciliate, shall  pertinaciously  insist  «mi  it 
when  decidedly  opposed  by  one  of  them  r 
Or  does  the  learned  lord  in  the  considera- 
tion of  any  question  in  the  Bdtish  parlia- 
ment, regard  it  as  indifferent  whether  it 
tends  to  the  union  or  the  scyaiation  of  oar 
empire? 

The  learned  lord  then  read  to  you  a  pa- 
ragraph, in  which  I  speak  of  **  extensive 
and  complicated  arrangements,''  as  neces- 
sary to  be  made  on  the  subject  of  Ire- 
land.  These  he  would  wish  you  to  be- 
lieve must  have  reference  to  the  same 
measure  of  the  Veto,  or  to  some  other  con- 
nected with  it ;  and  he  calls  upon  me,  in 
consistency  with  my  opinion,  to  detail  all 
these  arrangements  to  your  lordships  ia 
this  debate  ;  and  this  he  does  in  the  very 
moment  when  he  is  exhorting  you  to  ro- 
ittse  yourselves  to  all  consideration  of  the 
subject !  You  will  j.udge  which  of  us  is 
most  consistent  with  himself.  But  he  has, 
in  truth,  misrepresented  the  purpose  of 
this  passage.  Look  at  the  context  which 
he  supposes,  and  you  will  see  that  I  am 
there  speaking,  not  merely  of  the  inviola- 
ble maintenance  of  our  religious  and  civil 
establishments,  (though    this  is  a   ibity 
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which  I  never  will  abandon,)  but  that  I 
use  the  words  in  a  sense  stiM  more  en- 
larged. I  am  there  comba^ng  an  epinioii 
falsely^  MMnecames  malicioesly,  ascribed  to 
the  siupporters  of  this  cause,  that  the  rt« 
peal  of  these  diaahUilies  is  oif  itself  euffi* 
cient  for  the  good  government  and  happi- 
ness of  Ireland.  iUid  I  dedare  my  own 
conviction,  that  much  more  is  wanting  for 
that  purpose.  Do  the  King's  mioisterf 
donbt  it  ?  lU,  indeed,  are  tby  informed 
of  the  condition  of  that  country^  if  they 
are  ignorant  that  it  demands  6on  the  Bn- 
tisb  government  a  different  attention  ftoin 
any  which  they  have  hitherto  bettosved 
upon  it.  I  wiu  not  accept  bis  invitation 
to  enter  on  that  snt|eci  now.  Letbim  ask 
the  noble  Secretary  of  Stele,  his  eoUeagoe, 
what  that  question  is  which  the  noble  earl 
i*earf  to  encounter^  and  slaves  off*  by  the 
notable  expedient  of  interpoeing  another 
grievance  I  I  believe  the  answer  will  alooe 
be  suffbeient  to  eatiafy  hii^  that  there  ave, 
indeed,  exCensireand  coaplicattd  qoae- 
iions  to  be  considered  by.  any  man  wfae 
wish  to  perform  their  duty  Uk  that  partion 
of  the  empire  in  a  diffislrent  manner  from 
4hat  in  imich.the  learned  loid  and  km 
colieegoes  bare  httberte  discharged  it.  I 
apeek  not  of  occasional  and  temporary  el^ 
Untion  to  oocadonal  and  temporary  diffk- 
cttltiea ;  of  each  atientionas  the  nobie  Wrdi 
themselves  bave  sometimes  been  compelled 
to  give  to  Abe  concerns  of  Irdand  i  I 
speak  of  a  onifoiEm  and  consistent  policy^ 
of  a  vigilant  and  anxioos  solicitude  for  her 
welfare,  such  as  iadoe  from  every  govern- 
ment and  legislature  to  those  whose  inte- 
rest it  professes  to  administer. 

I  will  detain  yon  no  longer.  There  ia 
no  colour  for  the  learned  lord^  chargea 
of  inconsistency  against  me*  The  policy 
which  I  now  advise  I  have  always  advised. 
The  neglect  which  I  now  condemn  I  have 
always  condemned.  Its  consequences  are 
at  this  hear  pressieg  on  all  oar  reaourcea, 
weighing  down  all  our  exertions;  aggra^ 
vfting  everv  difficulty  of  the  empiret 
.alarming  aii  its  friends,  and  encoiunlg- 
ing  all  its  enemies.  And  it  would  moqi 
better  become  the  autfaoRs  of  all  this  evat 
to  acknowledge  and  lament  the  efiecta  of 
their  own  misooodoct,  than  to  bring 
groundless  accosations  against  those  who 
have  laboured,  bnt  laboured  in  vain,  to 
arrestibe  progress  of  those  infatuated  coun- 
sels, and  to  eai e  their  country  from  th#, 
calamities,  by  wbich  aoch  impolicy  isine* 
vitably  attended. 
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Lord  Holland.'^My  lords ;  I  do  not  rise 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  enter  into 
any  argument^  but  to  explain  one  point ; 
or,  indeed^  I  may  say,  to  apologize  to  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  for  interrupting 
him  1/vhen  addressing  your  lordships.  Tbe 
nature  and  motive  of  that  interruption  he 
has  indeed,  mistaken  ;  but  apology  is  due 
to  him  for  any  thing  bordering  on  inatten- 
tion ;  and  I  can  assure  him  that  my  re- 
mark, which  was  made  too  loudly,  was 
owing  first  to  the  circnmstance  to  which 
he  has  himself  adverted,  the  part  of  the 
House  from  which  he  speaks :  and  2dly« 
to  the  great  good  humour  with  which  he 
generally  receives  every  thing  of  the  sort; 
but  when  I  so  irregularly  exclaimed  to 
the  noble  lord  to  read  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
I  did  not  mean  to  imply,  (God  forbid  I 
should)  that  he  had  not  read,  nor  did  not 
understand,  the  Bill  of  which  he  was 
speaking ;  I  did  not  mean  to  recommend 
him  to  read  an  act  of  parliament,  with 
which  I  was,  and  am  well  convinced,  that 
he  is  perfectly  familiar;  but  I  called  upon 
him,  irresularly,  I  admit,  but  not  dis- 
respectfully, to  have  the  Bill  of  Rights 
read  at  the  table,  in  order  to  enable  the 
House  to  judge  of  the  practice  of  that 
observation,  on  which  he  has  this  night 
laid  such  a  stress.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  maintains,  that  the  exclusion  of  Ro- 
man Catholics  from  parliament  and  offices, 
is  part  of  the  fundamental  law  of  our  con- 
atitution,  as  declared  by  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
It  is  that  point  I  wished  to  be  explained  ; 
and  it  is  that  point  which,  I  tnink,  the 
reading  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  would  com- 
pletely clear  up  ;  and  set  not  only  in  a 
diflerent,  but  in  an  opposite  light,  to  that 
in  which*  the  noble  and  learned  lord  has 
presented  it  to  your  lordships.  It  would 
detain  the  House  to  have  the  Bill  read  at 
length  ;  but  if  any  there  be  on  whom  this 
part  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord's  state- 
ment has  made  an  impression  unfavourable 
to  the  repeal  of  the  exclusive  laws,  I  trust 
they  will  refer  to  the  Bill  itself;  and  in  it 
I  trontend  they  will  fiad  nothing  which 
precludes  tham  from  repealing  the  laws 
of  exclusion;  nothing  which  enacts  or 
implies,  that  those  laws  are  fundamental 
in  our  constitution,  or  absolutely  and  per- 
manently essential  to  its  security. 

There  are,  indeed,  two  distinct  parts 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  that  which,  after 
reciting  the  illegal  and  unexceptionable 
endeavours  of  king  James  2,  proceeds  to 
declare,  re-enact,  and  confirm  the  an- 
cient   and    undoubted    rights    of  £iig- 
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lishmen  :  the  other,  which  enacts  what 
was  necessary  to  the  object  of  the  time, 
the  establishment  of  king  William  on  the 
throne.  The  first  part,  which  contains 
thirteen  articles,  declared  to  be  the  ancient 
and  undoubted  rights  of  Englishmen,  may 
be  called  fundamental  (if,  indeed,  any  law 
is  fundamental  in  a  stite,  which  has  a  8a« 
preme  legislature  in  it  like  ours)  but  in 
these  thirteen  articles,  declaratory  of  cor 
"  ancient  and  undoubted  rights,'^  the 
words  Protestant,  or  Catholic,  never  once 
occur,  except  in  stating  that  Protestants 
shall  not  be  deprived  of  their  arms  :  irith 
that  exception,  there  is  not  one  of  the 
thirteen  declarations  that  might  not  be 
equally  maintained  as  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  if  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, or  even  the  Mahometan  religion^ 
were  established  throughout  it  to-morrow. 

Unquestionably,  the  violation  of  some 
of  these  exclusive  laws,  that  is,  the  dis* 
pensing  with  the  tests  required  by  law, 
formed  part  of  the  char|[e  agadnst  James  9, 
and  was  one  of  the  motives  to  the  glorious 
resistance  made  against  that  misguided 
monarch;  but  that  very  circumstance 
makes  the  omission  of  any  mention  of  these 
laws  in  the  declaratory  part  of  the  Bill- of 
Rights,  the  more  remarkable ;  and  proves 
the  more  forcibly,  that  thouffh  the  statute 
law  of  the  land,  such  test  laws  were  not 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  great  men  who 
effected  the  Revolution,  any  part  of  the 
ancient  necessary  and  unalterable  constlto* 
tion  of  the  country.  For  though  James  9 
had  broken  those  laws,  though  cootranr 
to  their  letter  and  their  spirit,  he  hndadU 
mitted  Catholics  and  Dissenters  to  places 
of  trust  and  profit,  and  dispensed  with 
those  oaths  which  the  law  exacted  firom 
them.  Yet,  in  vindicating  the  rights  of 
the  people,  the  Bill  of  Rights  does  not  de* 
clare  that  the  Test  Act  must  be  perpetnal» 
that  it  can  never  be  repealed,  tnat  places 
of  trust  and  profit,  that  seats  in  parlia- 
ment, that  political  power  is  essentially  Pvo* 
testant,  and  so  forth.  No :  not  one  word 
of  all  this  in  the  declaratory  part  of  the 
Bill :  it  confines  itself  to  the  simple  decln* 
ration  in  these  two  articles :  1st.  That  the 
pretended  power  of  suspending  of  laws,  or 
the  execution  of  laws  by  regal  authori^* 
without  consent  of  parliament,  is  illegal* 

2dly.  That  the  pretended  power  dF  dis- 
pensing with  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws, 
by  regal  authority,  as  it  hath  been  affirm* 
ed  and  exercised  of  late,  is  illegal. 

It  lays  no  stress  on  the  particular  cha- 
racter of  the  laws,  suspended  or  dispensed^ 
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but  simply  denies  the  power  in  the  king 
of  suspending,  or  dispensing  with  laws^  in 
as  much  as  they  are  laws. 

Formerly,  though  not  to-night,  1  haye 
heard  the  noble  and  learned  lord  say, 
those  laws  were  felt  to  be  fundamental  at 
the  Union  with  Scotland ;  and  yet  then  a 
motion  was  made  to  render  them  so ;  and 
was  rejected  by  a  large  majority  of  this 
House.  The  fact  is,  these  very  laws,  and 
many  others,  to  which  my  noble  friend's 
motion  is  directed,  were  not  in  force  in 
that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  on  which 
they  have  since  most  severely  pressed, 
when  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  passed ;  and 
since  that  period  they  have  been  varied, 
added  to,  repealed,  and  altered,  in  both 
countries,  in  a  manner  quite  inconsistent 
with  the  notion  of  their  being  so  sacred 
and  fundamental  as  the  learned  lord  wish* 
ed  to  represent  them. 

In  England,  from  Henry  8'  till  late  in 
Charles  2's  reign,  that  is,  during  the  pe« 
riod  in  which  the  Reformation  prevailed 
over  the  old  establishments,  no  such  laws 
have  existed.  Catholics  might.  Catholics 
did,sitin  parliament;  Catholics  might.  Ca- 
tholics did,  hold  offices  of  trust  and  proBt; 
and  the  Protestant  Church  grew  into  an 
establishment,  without  these  fundamental 
laws  which  are  now,  forsooth,- held  to  be 
absolutely  interwoven  with  her  existence. 
Nay,  the  laws  on  this  subject,  either  exist- 
ing,  or  made  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
are  not  the  same  as  are  now  in  force :  some 
been  have  added  since ;  others  have  been 
repealed;  all  have  been  altered,  varied, 
or  applied,  either  by  law,  or  usage,  in  a 
way  incompatible  with  the  character  of 
sacred,  unalterable,  and  fundamental  laws 
of  our  constitution. 

In  Ireland  they  were  known  at  that 
time  ;  and  the  Test  Act  now  exists  there  no 
longer.  So  far  from  forming  part  of  the 
settlement  of  that  kingdom,  the  capitula- 
tion of  Limerick,  by  which  the  kingdom 
was  recovered  and  secured,  contained  a 
solemn  stipulation  that  these  laws,  which 
are  now  called  fundamental,  (but  which 
have  been  varied  and  altered  perpetually 
since)  should  never  be  enacted  ;  even  as 
to  the  absurdity  of  Catholic  ministers  re- 
commending to  Protestant  benefices.  If 
there  were  time  to  go  into  details,  I  could, 
I  think,  prove,  that  if  it  is  unreasonable,  it  is 
at  least  not  unexampled  in  our  history ;  that 
such  an  anomaly  has  happened,  and  hap- 
pened without  injury  to  our  Church.  That 
some  of  our  best  and  ablest  divines  have 


owed  their  elevation  to  the  recommenda- 
tion  of  Catholic  treasurers,  or  Catholic 
chancellors :  but  this  will  lead  me  far.  I 
will  not  go  into  this  part  of  the  qoestioD, 
though  nothing,  as  I  contend,  has  been 
more  artfully  misrepresented,  or  more 
grossly  misconceived  throughout  the 
country,  than  this  part  of  the  history  of 
the  Revolution. 

A  noble  marquis  in  the  blue  ribband 
has,  indeed,  admirably  exposed  the  dela« 
sion  in  his  eloquent  speech  of  this  night. 
The  connection  of  the  Catholic  religion 
and  King  James's  cause  was,  I  maintaiot 
purely  accidental ;  and  oor  ancient  and 
unprecedented  rights  (to  use  the  words  of 
the  Bill  itself)  vindicated  at  the  RevolatioDt 
were  as  much  the  rights  of  our  Catholic 
ancestors,  as  they  are  ours;  and  woald  h% 
as  much  our  riffhts  to-morrow,  if  we  were 
reconciled  to  the  errors  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  as  they  are  to*day,  when  we  abjure 
and  renounce  those  errors.  It  is  thus  I 
read  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  I  defy  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  to  prove  from  the 
statute  book  that  I  read  it  wronff.  The 
Protestant  monopoly  of  seats  in  parTiament*  * 
and  offices  of  tmsl  and  profit,  is  not  there 
declared  to  be  a  fundamental  law,  or  an 
undoubted  right  of  the  people  of  England. 
Thirteen  rights  are  there  proclaimed^to  be 
ancient  and  undoubted  :  those  thirteen 
are  vindicated,  declared,  enacted,  and 
confirmed  ;  but  in  the  thirteen  the  noble 
lord  will  not  find  one  word  in  favour  of 
the  laws  which  my  noble  friend  wishes  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  your  honour* 
able  House. 

My  lords ;  in  the  general  question  I 
wil  now  say  nothing.  My  opinion  re- 
mains not  only  unaltered,  but  strengthened. 
Justice  calls  upon  us  to  restore  the  birth- 
rights of  our  countrymen.  Policy  recom- 
mends, I  should  rather  say,  necessity  en- 
joins us  to  conciliate  the  aflections  of  a 
third  of  our  fellow  subjects.  I  have  only 
to  repeat  my  apologies  for  intruding,  at 
this  late  hour,  though  for  so  short  a  time, 
to  protest  against  the  existence  of  any  fun- 
damental law,  or  any  esseatial  principle 
in  our  constitution,  standing  in  the  way  of 
a  measure,  which  justice  demands,  and 
necessity  dictates.  Such  is  the  measure, 
this  night  recommended  by  my  noble 
frien^,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Catholic  Emancipation,  and  consistingi  in 
my  view  of  it,  of  a  complete  removal  of  all 
civil  disabilities  whatever,  on  account  of 
religious  opinions. 
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At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Wed- 
nesday, the  22nd  of  April,  the  House  di- 
vided. 

Present  Proxies.  Total. 
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Lord  Keith  and  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  pair- 
ed off,  and  the  proxy  of  the  Bishop  of  Ro- 
chester was  sent,  but  too  late  to  be  entered 
before  prayers. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tutiday,  April  2\. 

Petitions  respecting  the  Soman  Ca« 
THOLics.]  Sir  William  Scott  presented  a 
Petition  from  the  chancellor  masters  and 
scholars  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  set* 
ting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  understand  that 
certain  Petitions  have  lately  been  present- 
ed to  the  House,  complaining  of  divers  re- 
strictions and  disabilities  to  which,  not- 
withstanding the  various  indulgences  here* 
tofore  granted  them,  the  Roman  Catholict 
of  these  realms  are  still  subject,  by  soTeral 
statutes  now  in  force,  and  praying  that  all 
such  restrictions  and  disabilities  may  be 
utterly  abolished ;  and  that  the  petitioner! 
contemplate  with  much  anxiety  the  alarm- 
ing extent  of  the  prayer  of  the  said  Peti- 
tions, and  the  effects  which,  in  their  judg- 
ment, must  inevitably  follow,  if  the  same 
should  be  granted ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
do  verily  believe  that  the  particular  re- 
strictions and  disabilities  of  which  their 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects  in  Ireland 
complain,  are  no  other  nor  greater  than  are 
indispensably  requisite  Ust  the  mainte- 
nance and  security  of  the  Protestant  gorem- 
ment  and  Protestant  Church,  as  they  are 
now  by  law  established  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
see  also  rocub  reason  to  apprehend,  that  a 
compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Petitions  would  lead,  and,  they 
fear  by  direct  and  necessary  consequence, 
to  the  removal  of  all  resti^fints  whatever 
on  account  of  religion,  whether  they  affect 
Roman  Catholics  or  Protestants,  throngh- 
out  the  whole  of  this  United  Kingdom,  and 
to  the  entire  abrogation  of  those  oaths,  de- 
clarations, and  tests,  which  are  by  law  re- 
quired of  every  person  admitted  to  sit  or 
vote  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  or  to 
fill  offices  of  trust  and  power,  all  which  the 
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petitioners  still  humbly  conceive  to  be  es- 
fentially  necessary  to  the  security  both  of 
our  civil  and  religious  establishments  ;  and 
praying,  that  the  House,  in  its  wisdom, 
will  be  pleased  to  maintain  and  preserve 
inviolate  those  laws  which  experience  has 
proved  to  be  the  best  safeguards,  under 
Divine  Providence,  of  our  present  happy 
constitution  in  Church  and  State/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Grattan  presented  the  General  Peti- 
tion of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
whose  names  are  thereundersigned  ;•— also 
a  Petition  of  several  Roman  Catholics  of  the 
county  of  Monaghan  ;  and  Mr.  Ponsonby 
presented  a  Petition  of  several  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  county  of  Down;  containing 
the  same  allegations  and  prayer  as  the  Pe- 
tition of  several  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
the  Queen's  County  in  Ireland,  which  was 
presented  upon  Thursday  last. 

The  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie 
opon  the  table. 

Petitions  of  Protestants  of  Ireland 
IN  FAVOUR  OF  RoMAN  Catholics.]  Three 
petitions  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  con- 
nected by  birth  or  property  with  Ireland, 
and  professing  the  Protestant  relij^ion, 
were   presented  and  read  ;    setting  forth, 

"  That  the  subscribers  thereunto  do  most 
IiHmbly  petiti(»n  the  House  in  favour  of 
their  brethren  and  fellow  subjects  the  per- 
sons professing  the  Romaa  Catholic  reli- 
gion ;  they  apply  to  parliament  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  privileges  and  franchises  of 
the  constitution  ;  and  the  petitioners,  their 
Protestant  brethren,  do  consider  such  ap- 
plication to  be  just,  and  do  most  heartily 
join  theCatholits  in  this  their  loyal  and 
reasonable  requrst;  and  that,  convinced  of 
its  policy,  as  well  as  of  its  justice,  they  do 
most  zealously  implore  the  House  to  com- 
ply with  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition, 
and  to  relieve  the  persons  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  Religion  from  all  civil  and 
political  disabilities." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  of  Protestant  Dissenters 

OF    BEUWICK-yPON-TwEED,     FOR     LlBERTY 

OF  Conscience.]  A  Petition  of  the  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  and  other  Protestants, 
friends  to  religious  liberty,  residing  in 
Berwick-upon-Tweed  and  its  vicinity,  was 
presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

''That  they  consider  it  as  theliatural 
and  undoubted  right  of  all  men  to  worship 
God   according  to  the  light  of  thtir  own 
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consciences,  and,  after  a  diligent  and  im-^ 
partial  examination  of  the  Sacred  Volume, 
to  embrace  and  avow  what  they  conceive 
to  be  the  truth ;  and  that,  in  the  exercise 
of  these  invaluable  rights,  they  ou^ht  not 
to  be  opposed  by  any  law  subjecting 
those  who  dissent  from  the  mode  of  wor- 
ship of  the  Established  Church  to  any  cor- 
poral or  pecuniary  punishments,  as  man 
is  accountable  to  God  alone  for  his  reli- 
gious sentiments;  and  that,  by  the  wis« 
dom  of  parliament,  and  the  liberal  disposi-  - 
tioi\  of  the  sovereign,  the  petitioners  ac- 
knowledge, with  peculiar  pleasure  and 
gratitude,  various  laws,  which  tended  to 
the  subversion  and  violation  of  those 
rights,  have  been  repealed ;  yet  they  still 
observe,  with  a  mixture  of  pain  and  appre- 
hension, that  other  laws,  no  less  inimical 
to  those  rights,, remain  on  the  statute  book, 
by  which  Dissenters  of  every  denomina- 
tion from  the  Church  of  England  are  sub- 
jected to  heavy  fines  and  corporal  punish- 
ments; therefore  the  petitioners,  thpugli 
they  yield  to  none  in  loyalty  to  their  king, 
and  love  to  their  country,  yet  feel  it  to  bp 
a  duty  they  ow^  not  only  to  themselvei 
but  to  posterity  to  remonstrate  respect- 
fully, but  at  the  same  time  earnestly, 
against  the  longer  duration  of  those  laws 
which  they  consider  as  an  infringement  of 
religious  liberty,  and  humbly  petition  the 
House,  that  all  such  laws  may  oe  speedily 
rescinded,  and  that  every  subject  of  the 
United  Kingdom  may  be  allowed  to  wor- 
ship God  as  he  pleases,  under  his  own  vine 
ana  fig-tree,  without  any  thing  to  make  • 
him  afraid/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  the  East  Iitdia  Dock 
Company  respecting  the  East  India 
Trade.]  A  Petition  of  the  court  of  ^irec* 
tors  of  the  East  India  Dock  Company,  was 
presented  and  read,  setting  forth, 

"  That  two  acts  were  passed  in  the  ^3i 
and  46th  years  of  his  present  Majesty,  for 
the  further  improvement  of  the  port  of 
London,  by  making  docks  and  other  works 
at  Blackwall,.  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  East  India  shipping  in  the  said  port, 
whereby  the  East  India  Dock  Company 
was  established,  and  powers  given  for  the 
erection  of  certain  docks  at  Blackwall,  for 
the  reception  of,  and  unloading  and  lading. 
East  India  shipping ;  and  that  the  said 
Company,  after  three  years,  completed 
the  said  docks  and  premises,  at  an  expence 
of  about  400,000/.;  and  that  the  said 
docks  have  greatly  contributed  towards 
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the  security  of   the  property  and. reve- 
nue,  and    facilitated     the   unlading  and 
lading  of  the  said  ships ;    and  that,  inde- 
pendent of  the  sum  invested   therein,  the 
officers  and  requisite  establishment  of  per- 
sons for  the  conduct  of  the  busines!<,  with 
the  several  storehouses  for  the  use  of  the 
vhips  (as  well  as  for  the  warehousing  of 
that  hazardous  import  saltpetre),  and  other 
buildings  erected,  are  of  a  magnitude  to 
meet  all    the  requisitions    of   the  inter- 
course with   India,  upon  a  scale  that  is 
f\illy  adapted  thereto;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  embarked  so  large  a  capital, 
and  made  all  these  several  provisions,  in 
the  full  confidence,  that  the  whole  produce 
of  the  East  Indies,  that  would  arrive  in  this 
kingdom,  should  be  brought  into  the  said 
docks,  together  with  all  ships  laden  with 
•uch  produce,  and  have,  therefore,  relied 
upon  the  continuation  of  those  principles 
that  gave  rise  to  the  existence  of  the 
docks,  warehouses,  establishment,  and  the 
numberless  accommodations  they  now  pos- 
sess ;  and  that  there  is  no  want  of  either 
convenience,  security,  or  exertion,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  business  of  the  Company ; 
and  that  the  principles  and  management 
of  the  Company  have  been  such  as  to 
afford  a  security  to  the  revenue  beyond  all 
parallel,  in  the  transit  to  the  East  India 
Company's  warehouses,  as  well  as  at  the 
docks  and  premises  adjoinina; ;    and  that 
the  petitioners  can  with  confidence  appeal 
to  the  East  India  Company  for  their  testi- 
mony of  the  perfect  security  that  attaches  to 
their  immense  property,  and  to  that  of  in- 
dividuals imported  into  their  warehoases, 
ts  well  as  to  the  charges  thereon  being 
moderate,  and  to  the  facility  and  dispatch 
in  clearing  their  ships;  and  that  it  is  with 
extreme  concern  the  petitioners  notice  the 
attempts  mfiking  towards  the  introduction 
of  Asiatic  produce  to  the  out- ports  of  the 
kingdom,  a  measure  that  will,  if  adopted, 
involve  the  interests  of  the  petitioners  to  a 
most  ruinous  extent ;  and  praying  that  the 
House  will  be  pleased  to  take  them  under 
its  protection,  and  not  suffer  any  represen- 
tations or  interference  to  prevail  against 
the  privileges  granted  to  them  under  the 
acts  of  parliament  before  mentioned,  upon 
the  faith  of  which  they  have  expended  so 
large  a  sum  of  money,  engaged  so  many 
competent  persons  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  attached  to  the  docks,  and  conducted 
the  same  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  trade  and  ships  employed 
to  and  from  India,  and  with  great  advantage 
to  the  revenueof  thecountry  and  the  public/' 
OrdarcA  to  iia  upon  the  tablc.^ 


Irish  Corn  Distillation  Prohibitioii 
Bill.]  Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  knight  of 
Kerry,  said  that  from  the  beginning  of  the 
present  alarm  respecting  a  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions in  Ireland,  he  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  government  to  that  subject,  and 
had  requested  of  them  to  quiet  the  fean 
of  the  people,  and  to  take  the  necessiiry 
steps  to  prevent  the  impending  evil.  The 
right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland, 
had,  however,  been  deceived  by  false 
statements,  and  had  asserted  to  the  House 
that  the  scarcity  was  only  local ;  and  that 
enough  of  grain  existed  in  Ireland,  not 
only  for  the  supply  of  that  country,  but 
also  to  relieve  tne  wants  of  England,  and 
to  afford  enough  for  distillation  from  com. 
Notwithstanding  those  assertions,  and  not* 
withstanding  the  improved  state  ^  of  the 
agriculture  in  Ireland,  which  surpassed  in 
so  short  a  time  whatever  the  most  san- 
guine expectation  could  have  anticipated, 
still  it  was  too  well  proved  that  a  scarcity 
existed  at  the  present  moment.  Ite 
thought,  in  consequence,  that  the  readiest 
method  of  affording  relief  to  the  popula- 
tion of  Ireland,  was  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
distillation  from  grain,  which  consumed 
fifty  thousand  quarters  a  week.— The  right 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  should  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Resent,  stating,  that  it  appeared  necessary 
to  the  House,  in  order  to  obtain  a  necessary 
supply  of  food  for  the  poor  of  Ireland,  that 
the  distillation  from  grain  should  be 
stopped,  and  praying  his  Royal  Highness 
to  give  directions  for  such  measures  as 
would  speedily  effect  that  desirable  ob- 
ject/' 

Mr.  WeUetley  Pole  said,  he  had  listened 
with  great  attention  to  the  speech  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  just  delivered, 
and  he  had  some  difficulty  in  persuading 
himself  that  it  was  spoken  by  the  same 
gentleman,  who  about  a  month  ago  had 
favoured  the  House  with  another  sbeech, 
in  which  he  had  taken  a  completely  dif- 
I  ferent  view  of  every  part  of  thi^  subject. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  indeed,  seemed 
completely  to  have  forgotten  the  greater 
part  of  the  opinions  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced, and  the  arguments  which  he  him- 
self had  urged  at  the  period  to  which  he 
alluded*  The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
said,  that  when  he  addressed  the  House 
a  month  ago  upon  the  subject  of  the  high 
price  of  provisions  in  Ireland,  he  had  ad- 
vised the  immediate  stopping  of  the  dis- 
tilleries, in  consequence  of  the  scarcity 
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of  grain.  To  this  assertion  ha  was  nnder 
tbe  necessity  of  giving  a  direct  contradic- 
tion,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  siyen 
no  such  advice,  nor  had  he  expressed  any 
opinion  that  the  state  of  Ireland  with  re* 
gard  to  grain  was  snch  as  to  require  the 
suspension  of  the  distilleries.  On  the  con« 
trary,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  de- 
clared that  he  was  rather  inclined  to  think 
that  there  was  no  real  scarcity,  and  con- 
tented himself  with  merely  calling  for 
aome  returns.  The  risbt  hon.  gentleman 
had,  indeed,  expressedsome  apprehensions 
upon  the  subject,  and  had  called  for  those 
returns  in  order  to  see  whether  hit  appre- 
hensions were  well  or  ill-founded.  'He 
was  therefore  very  naturally  astonished 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now 
state,  that  he  had  a  month  ago  informed 
the  House  of  tbe  scarcity  of  grain  in  Ire- 
land, and  bad  recommended  tbe  measure 
which  he  now  proposed.  He  would  ap- 
peal to  every  gentleman  who  was  present 
in  tbe  House,  on  the  former  discussion,  he 
would  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  itentle- 
man's  own  friends  who  sat  around  him, 
whether  that  was  a  correct  representation 
of  what  passed  upon  that  occasion,  and  he 
would .  ask  further,  whether  not  only  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  but  all  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  with 
one  single  exception,  had  not  expressly 
concurred  in  the  statement  which  he  (Mr. 
Pole)  then  made,  viz.  that  though  there 
was  considerable  pressure  felt  in  maqy 
parts  of  Ireland  on  account  of  the  high 
price  of  provisions,  it  arose  not  firom  an 
actual  scarcity,  but  from  the  interruption 
which  bad  taken  place  in  the  intercourse 
between  different  parts  of  the  kingdom? 
Was  then  the  right  hon.  gentleman  jus- 
tified in  coroinff  down  to  the.  House  and 
preferring  such  heavy  charges  against  the 
Irish  government,  and  in  censuring  him 
(Mr.  Pole)  for  not  paying  proper  atten- 
tion to  a  statement  which  was  never  made, 
and  for  not  complying  with  advice  which 
was  never    given.      It    might    be  sup- 

Eosed  from  the  manner  in  which  the  right 
on.  gentleman  had  introduced  this  sub- 
ject, that  he  really  believed  that  the  Irish 
government  had  taken  no  pains  to  ascer- 
tain the  actual  state  of  provisions  in  Ire- 
land«  and  that  they  had  totally  neglected 
that  most  important  part  of  their  duty ; 
it  was  impossible  to  conceive  a  charge  more 
completely  destitute  of  foundation.  The 
government  of  Ireland  had  directed  its  atp 
tention  to  this  subject  with  the  most 
anxious  solicitude.    That  jg^overnmtnt  did 
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not,  indeed,  think  it  necessary  when  the 
first  alarm  was  felt  respecting  the  high* 
price  of  provisions  (arising  from  tbe  cauir 
whidi  he  had  stated)  to  Uke  in  the  first 
instance,  a  measure  so  injurious  to  thp' 
commercial  interest  of  Ireland,  and  onar 
which  would  give  such  a  blow  to  the  re* 
venue  as  to  stop  the  distilleries,  but  when 
it  was  found  to  be  necessary,  the  Irish 
government  did  not  lose  a  moment  in  tt^ 
solving  upon  the  measure,  and  he  came 
down  yesterday  to  give  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  for  a  Bill  to  stop  the  disi^ 
tilleries.    The  rieht  hon.  gentleman  might 
suppose  that  he  had  given  that  notice  ioi 
consequence  of  the  previous  one  given  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  but  that  was  not 
the  fact;  for  he  had  sent  notice  to  Ireland 
last  Saturday  of  hb  intention  to  move  fat 
the  Bill  precisely  on  tbe  very  day  on 
which  the  right  hon.  ffentleman,  who  had 
just  come  from  Ireland  prepared  with  fall- 
information  upon  the  subject,  thouffht  it 
right  to  propose  the  measure.    Was  it 
then  fair  or  candid,  he  asked  again,  for 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  come 
down  to   that    House   and    accuse   the 
Irish  government  of  inattention  to  one 
of  the  most  important  parts  of  their  duty  f 
When  thn  subject  was  before  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  he  communis 
cated  all  information  of  which  the  Irish 
government  was  in  possession,  that  infor- 
mation  was  corroborated  by  all  the  Irish 
gentlemen  in  the  House,  who  also  approv* 
ed  of  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  government 
in  not  stopping  the  distilleries,  with  the! 
exception,  as  he  had  before  stated,  of  one 
single  gentleman.    It  was  at  that  time 
amreed  on  M  sides  of  the  House,  that  tho 
high  prices  of  provisions  in  Ireland  arose 
not  from  any  real  scarcitv,  but  from  the 
great  market  which  had  been  opened  for 
the  grain  and  spirits  of  Ireland.    He  did 
hope  at  that  time,  that  the  measures  which 
were  adopted  would  have  tbe  efiect  of 
lowering  the  prices,  or  at  least  of  prevent* 
ing  them  firom  rising;  in  that  nope  he 
was  disappointed,  and  it  therefore  became 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  strong 
measure  of  stopping  the  distilleries.    Mr. 
Pole  then  entered  into  a  comparative  view 
of  the  difllerence  of  prices  in  1  HOI ,  a  year  <^ 
considerablescarcity,andl8l2;  andadmil- 
ed  that  they  were,  generally  speakings 
higher  at  the  latter  period :  but  he  beggra 
to  remind  the  House  that  tbe  price  of  every 
article   had  increase  since  1801,    ami 
therefore  it  was  not  to  be  inferred  that  be* 
cause  i^D  or  potatoes  were  dearer  now 


71 1]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,       Imk  Com  DiHinaHon  n-ohibbion  BUL       ft  1^ 


than  they   were  in  1801  that  therefore 
there  was  an  actual  scarcity,  because  there 
had  been  a  considerable  change  in  the 
value  of  money  since  that  time.    It  was 
also  to  be  recollected,  that  the  price  of 
labour  had  encreased  above  one  half  since 
1801 ;  and  he  could  not  but  hope,  that  the 
present   high  prices  of  provisions  would 
induce  the  gentry  and  farmers  in  Ireland 
still  further  to  increase  the  wages  of  their 
labourers,  which  certainly  were  inadequate, 
80  that  some  good  might  come  out  of  this 
evil.    Mr.  Pole  then  adverted  to  the  asser- 
tion of  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman,  that  there 
was  an  actualscarcity  in  Ireland ;  and  con* 
tended,  that  it  was  very  greatly  over-stat- 
ed.    With  respect  to  Dublin,  where  a  very 
considerable  pressure  warfelt,  he  begeed 
to  inform  the  House,  that  very  consider- 
able supplies  had  recently  reached  that 
city  coastwi8e,(to  prove  which,  he  read  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Middleton  the  clerk  of 
the  market)  and  he   was   happy  to  add 
that  those  supplies  were  progressively  in- 
creasing.   With  respect  to  the  county  of 
Cork,  a  part  of  Ireland  where  the  greatest 
apprehensions  were  entertained,  it  appear- 
ed from  a  report  most  admirably  drawn 
up,  that  those  apprehensions  are  unfounded. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  in  the 
county  of  Clare  potatoes  had  risen  above 
the  average  price,  it  was  true  that  the 
price  of  potatoes  had  risen,  but  he  could 
state  upon  the  most  indisputable  informa- 
tion, that  there  was  not  the  smallest  ground 
for  apprehending  a  scarcity  either  of  grain 
or  of  potatoes  in  that  county.  Mr.  Pole 
then  read   a  letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton, 
agent  to  the  duke  of  Leinster,  a  gentle- 
man of  the  greatest  respectability,  and 
whose    means  of  obtaining   information 
were  most  extensive.  .  He  was  not,  he  con- 
jpessed,  authorised  to  make  use  of  that  gen- 
tleman's name,  but  he  had  too  high  an 
opinion  of  his  character  to  suppose  that  he 
would  put  his  name  to  any    statement 
which  he  would  be  unwilling  to  avow. 
That  gentleman  stated,  that  in  the  county 
of  Kildare  (which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man represented  to  be  in  a  state  of  famine) 
there  were  plenty  of  potatoes,  that  grain 
was  dear,  but  that  oats  had  on  tha  last  mar- 
ket day  fallen  seven  shillings  a  barrel. 
Mr.  Pole  then  read  a  letter  from  Limerick, 
dated  the  Uth  November,  which  stated, 
that  there  were  abundance  of  pot  a  toes,  and 
that  orders  had  been  received  and  were 
about  to  be  executed  for  several  thousand 
■barrels  of  oats  for  Scotland^  Spain,  and 
Portugal^  and  yet  Limerick  was  one  of  the. 


counties  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
said  there  was  a  scarcity.  In  the  Kihg^i' 
County  there  were  great  quantities  bt 
wheat  and  oats.  He  should  lilce  to  ask  h{ft 
honourable  colleague  (Mr.  Parnell)  whe* 
ther  he  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  respecting  the  scarcity  which  he  stat« 
ed  to  exist  in  the  King's  County ;  h6  was 
sure  he  could  not  In  Kilkenny,  oats  had 
fallen  at  the  three  last  market  days;  dHA 
a  committee  which  had  been  appointed  lb 
examine  into  the  state  of  provisions  in 
that  county,  had  reported  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  apprehending  a  scar- 
city. In  addition  to  all  this,  he  begged 
to  state,  that  he  had  received  a  letteir 
from  one  of  the  goveinors  of  that  most 
extensive  and  excellent  charity,  the  House 
of  Industry  in  Dublin.  The  consumption 
of  provisions  jp  the  House  of  Industry 
might  naturally  be  supposed  to  be  very 
great,  when  it  was  known,  that  upon  an 
average  5,000  persons  were  daily  fed  in 
it.  The  gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded 
had  lately  been  upon  a  tour  into  different 
parts  of  Ireland  with  a  view  of  purchasing, 
provisions  for  the  use  of  the  charity  of 
which  he  was  a  governor ;  and  it  was  his 
decided  opinioif,  founded  upon  observe* 
tions  which  he  had  carefully  made  dur- 
ing the  course  of  that  tour,  that  there  was 
no,  real  ground  for  apprehending  that 
there  was  an  actual  scarcity  of  provisions 
in  Ireland.  The  fact  was,  that  the  crops 
in  Ireland  wec-e  far  from  being  deficient, 
and  if  her  export  trade  had  not  encreased 
to  such  an  extent,  there  would  not  have 
existed  the  smallest  alarm  about  scarcity  ; 
nor  would  it  have  been  necessary  to  stop 
the  distilleries.  He  appealed  to  the  House^ 
whether  with  all  this  various  mass  of  in- 
formation  before  them,  the  Irish  govern* 
ment  would  not  have  been  culpable,  if  it 
had  upon  the  first  appearance  of  a  great 
increase  in  the  price  of  grain,  immediate- 
ly  had  recourse  to  the  strong  measure  ot 
stopping.the  distilleries,  and  thereby  in- 
juring bo\h  the  trade  and  the  revenue  ot 
the  country,  without  taking  pains  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  were  or  were  not  real 
grounds  for  alarm.  The  Irish  government 
would  have  very  ill  discharged  its  duty, 
if  it  had  acted  worn  information  derived 
from  one  or  two  quarters,  or  if  it  had  given 
way  to  the  clamours  of  a  mob.  The  go- 
vernment was  bound  to  obtain  informa- 
tion from  every  quarter ;  to  investigate,  to 
analyze  and  compare  the  whole ;  and  to 
form  its  determination  upon  the  |;eneral 
result.    Such  Was  the  conduct  which  the 
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Irish  goyernment  had    panued,  and  he 
trusted  that  it  would  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation both  of  the  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try.   The  Irish  government  had  not  acted 
rashly  or  precipitately,  it  had  proceeded 
gradually  to  apportion  the  relief  to  the  evil 
as  it  increased,    but  it  now  felt  that  it 
could  no  longer,  consistently  with  its  duty, 
delay  having  recourse  to  the  strong  mea- 
sure of  proposing  to  stop  the  distilleries. 
The  Irish  government  was  neither  inatten- 
tive to  the  duties  it  had  to  perform,  nor 
ignorant  of  the  responsibility  under  which 
it  acted.     It  was  neither  guided  by  partial 
information,  nor  influenced  by  clamour ;  ■ 
and  it  would  have  been  no  more  justified 
in  having  recourse  to  the  strongest  mea- 
sure in  the  first  instance,  than  it  would 
be  in  not  adopting  it,  now  that  its  neces- 
sity became  apparent.     The  right  hon. 
gentleman    had    censured   the    measure 
which  he  (Mr.  Pole)  had  recommended,  of 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  spirits  from 
Ireland  to  foreign  parts,  and  had  repre- 
sented it  as  being  useless  and  absurd ;  but 
he  contended,  that  to  keep  in  the  country 
a  large  quantity  of  spirits  for  home  con- 
sumption that  were  destined  for  exporta- 
tion, must  necessarily  lesl^en  the  quantity 
to  be  distilled,  and  of  course  diminish  the 
consumption  of  grain.     The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  stated,  that  there  was  no 
export  of  spirits  from  Ireland  to  foreign 
parts  ;  where  the  right  hon.  gentleman  got 
his  information  he  did  not  know,  but  most 
undoubtedly  it  was  completely  erroneous. 
He  had  stated  upon  a  former  occasion, 
that  this  export  trade  of  Ireland  was  in  its 
infancy,  but  in   the  month  of  February 
alone  it  amounted  to  above  220,000  gal- 
lons, which  was  rather  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  quantity  of  spirits  dis- 
tilled in  that  month.     How  then  it  could 
be  contended,  that  the  prohibition  of  such 
a  large  export  would  not  lessen  the  quan- 
tity of  spirits  distilled,  he  would  leave  to 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  explain.     The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that  se- 
veral cargoes  which  had  been  shipped  for 
Spain    and  Portugal   had   been  brought 
back  again,  and  several  applications  had 
been  made  by  merchants  to  the  Board  of 
Customs  for  leave  to  reland  their  cargoes. 
Here  again  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
been   completely    misinformed,  no  such 
cargoes  had  been  brought  back,  no  such 
applications  had  been  made.     One  cargo 
that  had  been  shipped  for  Guernsey  had 
indeed  been  brought  back,  because  it  was 
found  that  the  spirits  could  be  sold  at  a 
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better  pric^  in  Dublin.    Unless,  therefore, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  shew,  that 
one    cargo  from  Guernsey  was    several 
cargoes  from  Portugal,  his  statement  and 
the  argrument  he  had  built  upon  it  fell  to 
the  ground.     He  now  begged  leave  to  ad» 
vert  to  a  charge  wbich  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  had  made  against  him,  and  which 
was  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  pnfounded. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that 
he  (Mr.  Pole)  wished  to  rival  his  prede«« 
cessor,  by  doubling  the  duties  on  spiriti. 
He  should  be  most  unworthy  of  the  sitoa* 
tion  which  he  had  the  honour  to  hold,  if 
he  could  be  actuated  by  such  a  motive. 
He  wished,  indeed,  he  could  rival  Mr. 
Foster  in  talents,  in  information,  in  expe* 
rience,  and  in  every  quality  that  was  ne* 
cessary  for  the  office  which  he  had  the 
honour    to  hold.      That    was  the  only 
species  of  rivalry  which  he  wished  to  enter 
into  with  Mr.  Foster,  a  man  who  was  an 
honour  and  an  ornament  to  his  country, 
who  was  one  of  its  best  friends,  and  onto 
of  the  best  men,  and  one  of  the  trueil 
patriots  it  ever  produced.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  knew  little,  indeed,  of  him,  if 
he  could  suspect  him  of  being  actuated  by 
any  unworthy  motives  of  rivalship  towards 
Mr.  Foster.— The  right  hon.  ^ntlemao^ 
however,  disapproved  of  the  mcrease  of 
the  duty  upon  spirits;  he  supposed  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  know  how 
the  proposition  for  doubling  the  duty  had 
been  received   by    his   friends    who    sat 
around  him,  that  they  had  expressed  the 
strongest  approbation  of  it,  as  a  measure 
calculated  to  improve  the  health,  the  mo- 
rals, and  the  industry  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  and  that  it  had  not  met  with  one 
dissentient  voice  in  that  House.     Mr.  Pole 
then  adverted  to  that  part  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  speech  which  related  to 
the  propriety  of  proceeding  by  proclama« 
tion  rather  than  by  Bill,  and  entered  into 
a  detailed  account  of  the  process  under 
which  the  grain  went  previous  to  distil  la* 
tion,  in  order  to  shew  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  stock  of  grain  which  the 
distillers  had,  could  not  be  rendered  ser* 
viceable  for  consumption  as  food,  even  if 
the  distilleries  were  immediately  stopped* 
He  contended,  therefore,  that  it  would  be 
as  useless  to  the  country  as  it  would  be 
oppressive  upon  the  distillers  to  stop  them 
immediately.     He  should  recommend  the 
adoption  of   the    plan  which    had   been 
followed  in  this  country  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion, and  should  propose  to  stop  the  dis- 
tilleries on  the  ^th  of  next  mouth,  by  which 
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time  the  distillers  wonld  be  able  to  work  off 
the  grain  thatwas  inastateofpreparation, 
and  to  allow  them  a  fortnight  to  work  off 
their  worts  and  wash. — He  wished  before 
be  sat  down  to  notice  another  inaccu- 
racy in  the  statement  of  the  right  bon. 
gentleman,  who  bad  said,  that  50,000  bar- 
rels of  grain  were  used  weekly  in  the 
distilleries;  the  actual  consumption  did 
not  exceed  35«0OO  barrels  a  week.  He 
wished  also  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
doing  justice  to  the  Irish  distillers,  who 
bad  uniformly  conducted  themselves  in 
the  most  exemplary  manner,  ever  since 
bis  attention  had  been  directed  from  his 
official  situation  to  their  proceedings,  and 
be  should  have  acted  most  unjustly  to- 
wards them,  if,  to  gain  a  little  popularity, 
be  had  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the  dis- 
tilleries. He  never  would  propose  a  mea- 
sure that  appeared  to  him  to  be  unjust  and 
oppressive,  to  gratify  public  clamour,  or 
to  acquire  popularity  for  himself.  He 
should  conclude  what  he  had  to  say,  by 
asking  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  why,  if 
be  thought  three  weeks  ago  that  this  mea- 
sure was  necessary  to  preserve  Ireland 
from  a  famine,  he  had  not  come  over,  and 
stated  his  opinion  to  the  House ;  or  at 
least,  why  he  had  not  written  over  to 
some  of  his  friends  upon  the  subject  ?  But 
be  supposed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
some  duty  to  perform,  which  he  consider- 
ed paramount  to  that  of  attending  to  the 
distresses  of  the  people  of  IrelandL  Mr. 
Pole  concluded  with  moving,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  mo- 
tion, to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the 
word  "  that,''  and  to  insert  these  words : 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
revive  and  continue,  for  a  time  to  be  li- 
mited, so  much  of  the  Act  of  the  49th  of 
the  King,  for  the  prohibition  of  the  distil- 
lation from  grain,  as  referred  to  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  called  Ireland." 

Mr.  Ponsonby  did  not  think  it  would  be 
safe  to  allow  so  long  a  period  for  the  dis- 
tillers to  work  off  that  part  of  their  stock 
which  was  on  hand,  and  which  could  not 
be  applied  to  human  food.  No  longer 
time  should  be  allowed  than  was  actually 
necessary  for  the  passing  of  the  measure. 
From  the  information  he  had  received 
from  undoubted  authority,  the  state  of  the 
country  was  most  alarming.  This  was  a 
fact  which  could  not  be  disguised ;  and 
those  who  bad  informed  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  that  the  contrary  was  the  case, 
were  induced  so  to  do,  merely  from  inte- 
rested motives,  and  with  the  intention  of 
deladin^p  and  misleading  him. 
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Sir  /.  Newport  said,  the  delay  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  only 
tend  to  keep  out  of  the  market  that  grain 
which  was  absolutely  necessary  for  imme- 
diate consumption.  Any  such  delay,  there- 
fore,  was  stronsly  to  be  deprecated. 

Mr.  Shaw  observed,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  the  distillers  to  work  off 
their  stock  on  hand  in  a  less  time  than  that 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
They  could  not  take  any  improper  advan- 
tage, or  make  any  new  purchases  by  such, 
an  arrangement. 

Mr.  Stewart  declared  his  approbation  of 
the  amendment,  and  conceived  ihat  no 
more  time  was  proposed  to  be  allowed  to 
the  distillers  than  was  actually  necessary 
to  work  off  their  present  stock. 

Mr.  Pamell  felt  considerable  doubt, 
whether,  even  supposing  there  was  a 
scarcity,  the  stoppage  of  the  distilleries 
would  h^ve  any  good  effect. 

Mr.  0*Dell  said,  he  had  just  arrived 
from  Limerick,  and  that  there  was  no 
scarcity  dreaded  in  that  part  of  the  coon- 
try,  as  potatoes  never  were  more  cheap  or 
more  abundant. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  agreed  that  every  mea* 
sure  ought  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  con- 
sumption of  grain,  and  for  the  support  of 
the  population  of  the  country ;  at  the 
same  time,  the  House  ought  to  be  cautious 
how  they  injured  so  respectable  a  class 
of  people  as  the  distillers  of  Ireland,  more 
than  was  necessary.  A  clause  could  easily 
be  introduced,  to  allow  them  to  make  use 
of  such  grain  as  was  in  their  possession, 
and  so  prepared  as  not  to  be  nt  for  any 
other  use. 

The  original  motion  was  then  put  and 
negatived.  The  amendment  was  carried, 
and  leave  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill.  Mr. 
W.  Pole  then  brought  up  the  Bill,  which 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  to- morrow. 
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Wednesday,  April  22. 

The  Gallery  was,  not  opened  for  the  ad- 
mission of  strangers  until  six  o'clock,  in 
consequence  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
Call  of  the  House,  which  occupied  two 
hours.  Defaulters  were  ordered  to  be 
called  over  to-morrow  ;  also,  that  the 
House  be  called  over  again  on  this  day 
sevennight. 

Petitions  from  the  Ship  Owners  or 
London,  and  from  Bristol,  yfhT^^ovi^ 
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AND  Belfast,  kespscting  thb  Kbnbwal 
OF  THE  East  India  Compant's  Chaktbi.] 
A  Petition  of  sersral  ship-owners  in  tlie 
port  of  London,  was  presented  and  read ; 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  haTe,  for  some 
time  past,  observed,  with  very  great  re- 
gret, that  ships  and  vessels  built  within  the 
territories  of  the  East  India  Company  in 
Asia,  have  been  admitted  to  registry  in 
Great  Britain,  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
allowed  to  participate  in  the  carrying 
trade  of  the  country  and  its  colonies ;  and 
that,  if  India-built  ships  continue  to  be  ad* 
mitted  to  British  registry,  and  to  partici- 
pate in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  empire, 
the  most  injurious  consequences  will  result 
to  the  maritime  interests  of  the  nation,  and 
more  especially  so  when  the  trade  to  the 
East  Indies  is  opened  gei|eral1y  to  all  his 
Majesty's  subjects;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners forbear  to  press  on  the  attention  of 
the  House,  by  entering  into  any  detail  of 
observations  on  the  impolicy  of  admitting 
India-built  ships  to  the  privileoes  of  Bri- 
tish-built ships,  not  only  as  a£cting  the 
interests  of  the  petitioners,  but  also  the 
landed,  commercial,  and  manofactaring 
interests  of  the  country,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  various  classes  of  persons  who  are 
dependent  oh  the  building,  repairing,  and 
equipment  of  British-built  ships :  the  pe- 
titioners, however,  presume  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted, on   an  impartial  consideration  of 


trade  of  this  empire,  will  be  both  impoli 
tic  and  unjust:  first,  it  will  be  impolitic, 
as  the  removal  of  a  manufacture  of  such 
importance  as  the  building  and  equipment 
of  ships  from  this  country  to  India  (a  ma- 
nufacture of  more  importance  than  any 
othei)  will  render  more  precarious  the 
means  of  maintaining  his  Majesty's  navy, 
and  e!«pecial1y  of  fitting  out  with  dispatch 
his  Majesty's  fleets  on  pressing  emergen- 
cies, and  will  thereby  undermine  that  great 
bulwark  of  our  independence  and  great- 
ness as  a  nation ;  ana  secondly,  it  will  be 
unjust,  as  many  of  the  stores  and  materials 
necessary  to  the  building  and  equipment 
of  ships  in  this  country,  are  charged  with 
considerable  duties,  and  as  the  mechanics 
and  others  employed  therein  also,  as  well 
as  the  petitioners,  C9ntribute  their  propor- 
tion of  the  burthens  imposed  on  the  public 
from  the  exisrencies  of  the  state,  to  neither 
of  which  perilous  engaged  as  owners  or 
builders  of  ships  in  Asia  aro  sabject'or 
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liable  I  and  that  the  petitioners  retped* 
fally  lubmit  to  the  House,  that,  from  the 
heavy  taxation  of  the  conntry,  there  never 
was  a  period  whan  it  was  so  necessary  to 
confine  the  carrying  trade  of  the  coontrj 
to  British-boilt  ships,  from  the  utter  in« 
ability  of  the  owners  of  them  to  enter  into 
a  competition  .with  the  owners  of  East 
India,  or  other  foreign  ships,  upon  termg 
at  all  like  eqaality;  and,  for  these  and 
other  reasons,  which  the  petitioners  flatt^ 
themselves  most  be  obvious  to  the  HonsOj 
praying  that,  in  fotore.  East  Iodia-bai| 
ships  may  be  prohibited  by  statute  fro 
being  admitted  to  registry,  anA  to  the  pi 
Tileges  of  British-bniTt  ships/' 


A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  borgesses  and 
commonalty  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  wl|i 
also  presented  and  read;  setting  forth,  ^' 

^  That  the  petitioners,  impressed  with'  a 
deep  sense  of  the  great  importance  of,  and 
the  national  as  well  as  individual  benefit 
which  may  be  expected  to  arise  from  lay* 
ing  open  to  the  capital  skill  and  industry^ 
and  restoring  the  inherent  right  of  hisMe^ 
jest^'s  subjects  throughoot  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  to  the  full  and  free  en^ 
joyment  of  trade  and  commerce  to  all 
ports  and  places  either  in  possession  of,  or 
in  amity  with  bis  Majesty,  observe,  with 
the  strongest  feelings  of  regret,  that  a  P^ 
tition  from  the  East  India  Company  has 
just  been  presented  to  the  House,  praying 
for  a  renewal  of  the  charter  granted  in 
1793 ;  and  that  the  petitioners  observe,  by 
the  correspondence  which  has  been  carried 
on  between  the  Chairman  of  the  East  India 
Company  and  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Affairs  of  India,  that  the  East  India  Com* 
pany  haTe  conceded  the  general  principle 
of  a  free  trade  from  the  ont-ports  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  East  India  settlements, 
stiir  that  their  concession  is  coupled  with 
propositions  which  (if  adopted  by  parlia^ 
ment),  mast  efiectually  exclude  the  mer* 
chants  of  this  city,  as  well  as  those  of  every 
other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  except 
London,  from  any  prospect  of  advantageous 
participation  in  the  trade  when  so  opened'; 
and  that  it  is  a  declared  object^f  the  Eas^ 
India  Company  to  prevail  upon  parliament 
to  continue  in  themselves  the  extensive 
possession  of  the  British  trade  with  China, 
under  an  apprehension  that  the  greatest 
danger  of  quarrels,  and  the  ultimate  loss 
of  the  China  trade,  would  be  likely  to  en- 
sue firom  a  free  commercial  intercourse 
with  that  nation ;  whereas  the  experience 
of  a  long  course  of  years^  durhig  wHioh 
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the  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica have  traded  extensively  with  China, 
most  completely  sets  aside  all  ground  for 
such  alarm ;  and  that  the  petitioners  hum- 
bly presume,  t^at  nothing  can  possibly 
tend,  in  a  greater  degree,  to  the  increase 
of  the  revenue,  and  the  prosperity  of  a  na- 
tion, than  the  freedom  of  its  commerce, 
und  the  general  dilTusion  of  the  means  of 
carrying  it  on  ;  and  that,  from  the  recent 
tJlA  very  extensive  improvements  which 
bave  been  made  in  the  harbour  of  Bristol, 
ships  of  very  considerable  burthen  can 
receive  and  discharge  their  cargoes  afloat, 
fUid  the  port  is  in  every  respect  suitable 
for  carrying  on  an  extensive  commerce 
Wfth  the  countries  comprized  within  the 
limits  of  the  East  India  Company's  present 
exclusive  privilege,  and  tne  petitioners 
ma^  add,  with  as  much  security  to  the  due 
collection  of  the  duties  of  customs  and  ex- 
cise as  in  the  port  of  London ;  and  pray- 
ing, that  the  House  will  not  consent  to  a 
renewal  of  any  of  those  exclusive  com- 
mercial privileges  which  are  contained  in 
an  act  passed  in  the  33d  year  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  con- 
tinuing in  the  East  India  Company,  for  a 
further  term,  the  possession  of  the  British 
territories  in  India,  together  with  their  ex- 
clusive trade,  under  certain  limitations ; 
for  establishing  further  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  said  territories,  and  the 
better  administration  of  justice  within  the 
same ;  for  appropriating  to  certain  uses 
the  revenues  and  profits  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, and  for  making  provision  for  the 
good  order  and  government  of  the  towns 
of  Calcutta;  Madras,  and  Bombay;"  but 
on  the  contrary,  that  at  the  expiration  of 
that  act,  the  trade  to  the  east  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  may  be  as  fully  and  freely 
enjoyed  by  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  to 
and  from  every  port  of  his  Majesty's 
United  Kingdom,  as  it  is  at  present  by  the 
East  India  Company  and  the  port  of  Lon- 
don exclusively." 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants  and  traders 
composing  the  Chfimber  of  Commerce  of 
the  City  of  Waterford,  was  also  presented 
'and  read;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  would  appear  in- 
attentive to  their  own  and  the  interests  of 
their  fellow  subjects,  if,  at  this  time  of  the 
East  India  Company's  Charter  being  nearly 
expired,  they  aid  not  submit  to  the  consi- 
4;Seration  of  the  House,  whether  the  inte- 
rests of  the  empire  would  not  be  greatly 
promoted  by  opening  that  important  trade 
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to  the  public;  and  that,  if  it  has  been 
found,  on  long  trial,  that  the  East  India 
Company  have  not  been  successful  as  mer- 
chants, and  that  the  North  Americans, 
acting  as  individual  traders,  have,  of  late 
years,  been  supplying  the  islands  and  va- 
rious distant  dependencies  of  this  empire 
with  East  India  commodities,  the  petition- 
ers humbly  hope  it  will  appear  evident  to 
the  House,  that  a  large  Company  is  not 
useful  or  necessary  to  the  carrying  on  of 
the  said  trade ;  and  that  the  operation  and 
consecjuence  of  the  monopoly  granted  to 
the  said  Company  has  been  to  favour  fo- 
reigners in  the  exercise  and  pursuit  of  this 
extensive  and  lucrative  business,  totally 
excluding,  and  thereby  greatly  injuring 
the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and 
the  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  further 
to  state,  that  a  free  commerce  with  the 
immense  population  of  the  East,  carried 
on  under  the  prudent  economical  manage- 
ment of  indiyiduals  acting  for  themselves, 
would  be  most  likely  to  find  a  profitable 
vent  for  very  increased  quantities  of  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  would  bring  the  articles 
from  thence  into  the  home  market  with 
such  fair  competition,  that  the  public 
would  greatly  benefit  thereby ;  -  and  that 
the  present  unfortunate  state  of  the  conti* 
nent  of  Europe  renders  it,  at  this  period  of 
time,  peculiarly  necessary  to  open  all  pos- 
sible new  sources  of  industry  to  the  peo* 
pie ;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will  take 
the  premises  under  their  serious  consider- 
ation,  and  grant  such  relief  as  to  them 
shall  seem  meet. 

A  Petition  of  the  sovereign  burgesses 
merchants  manufacturers  and  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Belfast,  was  also 
presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  critical  state  of  the  manufac- 
tures and  commerce  of  the  United  Kingdom 
demands  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
adopt  the  most  efiectual  measures,  con- 
sistent with  national  honour,  for  their  re- 
lief; and  that,  by  the  33d  of  his  present 
Majesty,  the  intire  right  of  commerce  and 
navigation  in  the  seas  and  to  the  territories 
between  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope  and  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  is  vested  in  the  East 
India  Company  until  the  1st  of  March 
1814,  when,  if  not  renewed,  it  will  become 
open  to  all  the  subjects  of  the  British  em- 
pire ;  and  that,  by  the  37th  of  the  same 
reign,  the  privilege  of  trading  to  those 
countries,  although  denied  to  British  sub- 
jects, is  permitted  to  foreign  nations  in 
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unity  with  his  Msjeity,  which  |>ermuuoo 
the  United  States  6f  America  have  availed 
themaelTes  of,  to  tbeir  very  great  profit 
and  advantage;  and  that,  wbale*er  good 
reaioni  might  bare  existed  at  a  Tor- 
mer  period  for  granting  this  monopoly 
to  the  East  India  Company,  no  such  rea- 
looa  now  exist,  as  the  cnierpriae  and  ca- 
pUal  of  individuali,  as  well  as  of  pritate 
companies  of  merchants,  are  at  this  lioM 
fully  sufficient  for  carrying  on  trade  and 
commerce  to  those  distant  regions;  and 
that,  at  all  events,  no  satisfactory  reasons 
can  be  assigned  against  opening  the  trade 
to  China,  becanse  the  supposed  delicacy 
of  allowing  an  intercoarse  with  that  people 
u  completely  removed  by  the  succeM 
which  has  attended  the  American  traffic; 
and  that  the  system  of  confining  the  East 
India  trade  to  the  port  of  Londcm  is  aojnst 
and  impolitic  ;  unjust,  as  it  abridges  the 
natural  rights  of  other  sea-ports,  and  iiof 
politic,  as  tbe  duties  might  be  collected 
with  eqjal  eaie,  and  with  superior 
■  economy  and  dispatch,  in  such  of  tbe  out- 
ports  as  paid  a  large  sum  of  cuiloms,  and 
had  a  sufficient  number  of  active  and  in- 
telligent officers;  and  praying,  that,  when 
the  charter  of  the  East  India  Company 
■hall  expire,  it  may  not  be  renewed,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  other  subjects  of  the  BrU 
tith  empire." 

Tbe  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

PiTiTiONs  OF  Roman  Catbolics  of 
iRELANn.]  Six  Petition*  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics— of  the  coanty  and  city  of  Kil- 
kenny; the  county  of  Roscommon;  the 
county  of  Kerry  ;  tbe  city  and  liberties  of 
Londonderry  ;  the  county  of  Clare ;  and 
the  town  and  county  of  Carlow, — were 
presented  and  read  ;  containing  the  same 
allegations  and  prayer  a*  the  Petition  of 
■eTeial  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  tbe 
Queen's  County,  in  Ireland,  which  was 
presented  upon  Thuriday  last. — Ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  (able. 

Sir  George  Hill,  on  presenting  the  Petition 
from  the  Cathulics  of  Londonderry,  said  ; 
"  It  is  my  duty  to  present  to  this  Mouse 
a  Petition  from  the  Roman  CathoUci  of  tha 
city  and  liberties  of  Londonderry,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of  cor- 
recting a  mis-statement  which  has  ap- 
peared in  the  public  prints  of  yesterday, 
namely,  that  i  had  dficlared  it  to  be  my 
intention  to  present  a  Petition  against  tbe 
Roman  Catholic  claims.  On  the  contrary, 
I  said  1   bad  received  a  fiomaa  CatiHllc 
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Petition  m  present  from  the  city  nd  Ih 
bertica  of  I»ndonderry,  and  that  Petition 
I  now  hold  in  my  hand.  It  is  true,  Mn. 
Speaker,  that  I  have  the  honour  to  repr&> 
sent  a  conustuent  body  there,  of  nearly 
1,000  Toters,exclusiTely  Protestants;  ana 
it  is  also  true  that  1  have  not  any  Petitioa 
to  present  from  tben  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims,  nor  do  I  wish  to  receiTO 
from  the  Protestautr  of  Londonderry  any 
such  Petition.  1  may  be  permitted,  hDiK> 
ever,  to  know  well  what  arc  tbe  sentinMiiti 
of  my  constituents;  and,  ibercfore,  aU 
thoagh  I  have  every  feeling  of  respect  and  . 
kiodoess  towards  tbe  inbscribera  l«  this 
Petition  I  hold  in  my  band,  I  cannot  inp- 
port  its  prayer.  Our  system  in  my  part 
of  tbe  world  haa  been,  and  I  bad  boped, 
would  have  continued  to  be,  tolet  our  Bo> 
mail  Catholic  fellow-iubjects  urge  their 
own  claims,  in  their  own  way,  without 
any  active  interference  against  them  on 
our  part  oat  of  parliamen^  and  wishing 
that  tfaau  claims  should  be  submitted  to  » 
full  and  impartial  diacossion  in  parlia- 
ment, and  M  decided  there  upon  their 
own  intrinsic  merits,  I  did,  therefore,  on 
a  former  night,  deprecate  tny  aisumpllon 
of  fact  which,  I  am  convinced,  is  un- 
I  founded  ;  such  as,  that  a  majority  of  th* 
Prot^ftants  of  the  nortb  of  Ireland  were 
favonrabla  to  tbe  Roman  Caibolic  claims : 
and  which  statement,  I  feared,  would 
have  the  effect  of  promoting  Protestant 
meetings,  to  declare  their  tentiments,  and 
petition  on  tbe  subject,  against  tbe  Roman 
Catholic  claims,  and  tbereby  interrupt 
conciliation  end  harmony  between  then 
and  tbeir  Protestant  neighbours,  which 
ought  to  be  objects  with  every  good  man 
to  encourage.  That.  I  have  adopted  thia 
principle  in  my  own  person  with  tome  ef- 
fect, I  trust,  will  appear  evident  from  thii 
Petition  having  been  entrusted  to  my  care, 
although  I  promised  to  the  pelitionen  that 
I  could  not  support  their  claims.  I  do, 
however,  witb  cooSdenco  assure  tfao 
House  of  Commonit  that  it  is  subscribed 
by  a  peaceable,  indusvious,  and  loyal 
body  of  Roman  Catholics,  and  It  well  en- 
titled to  a  respectful  reception  from  tbii 
House." 

PlTITtON     FBOM     TBI     UhIVEBSITT    OF 

CAHaaiBai  acaiitst  tub  Claims  of  the 
RoHAH  Catbolics.]  Tlie  Attorney  Ge- 
neral (Sir  Vicary  Gibbi)  presented  a  Pe- 
tition from  tbo  chancellor  manors  and 
scholars  of  tha  tuuverMty  of  Cambridgo, 
Mtiios  fbitbt 
(J  A) 
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*'  That  the  petitioners^  understanding 
that  a  Bill  is  intended  to  be  soon  of- 
fered to  the  House  for  the  removal  of 
the  restrictions  which  are  imposed  by 
law  on  those  who  profess  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  in  the  realm ;  and  that  they 
are  fully  conyinced  that  the  controul  of 
any  foreign  power  over  the  government  of 
this  country,  either  in  Church  or  State,  is 
inconsistent  with  the  first  principles  of  all 
civil  government,  and  incompatible  both 
with  the  most  ancient  form  of  our  consti- 
tution and  with  that  which  was  established 
at  the  Revolution;  and  that  the  power  of 
the  Pope,  though  for  various  reasons  les- 
sened in  the  public  opinion,  is  notwith- 
standing more  dangerous  to  us  now  than 
ever,  beine  itself  brought  under  the  con- 
troul of  a  foreign  and  our  most  inveterate 
enemy  ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  as  mem- 
bers of  a  Protestant  University,  are  more 
confirmed  in  their  apprehensions  of  foreign 
influence,  from  the  tendency  which  it  is 
reported  appears  among  some  of  the  Ca- 
tholic petitioners  for  the  Bill,  towards  af- 
fecting the  King's  supremacy  in  the 
Church ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  as  is 
well  known,  have  never  been  adverse  to 
liberty  of  conscience  in  religious  or  eccle- 
siastical matters,  and  they  feel  no  uneasi* 
ness  at  the  concession  of  any  comforts  to 
their  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  but  they 
humbly  implore  the  House  to  guard  against 
the  consequences  of  making  any  conces- 
sions which  may  endanger  our  present  se- 
curity in  Church  or  State ;  and  praying, 
that  the  said  Bill  may  not  pass  into  a 
law." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
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Thursday^  April  2S. 

Petitions  from  Glasgow,  Renfrew, 
Dumbarton,  Lanark,  and  Wepnesburt 

RESPECTING    THE    ReNSWAL   OF   THE   EaST 

India  Company's  Charter.]  A  Petition 
of  several  merchants  and  manufacturers 
in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  was  presented  and 
read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  Ifkvet  he  strongest 
reasons  to  complain  of  that  line  of  policy 
which  has  so  long  confined  the  commerce 
of  India,  China,  and  the  other  countries  to 
the  Eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
by  charters  of  monopoly  granted  to  the 
honourable  the  united  company  of  mer- 
chants of  England  trading  to  the  East- 
Indies;  and'  they  are  fully  persuaded 
that  every  grant  of  this  nature  hsis  retarded 


PeiUions  rtspcc^ng  the  fTM 

the  national  improvement;  and  that,  as 
the  right  of  all  British  subjects  to  a  free 
trade,  on  an  equal  footing,  is  undoubted, 
that  the  abandonment  of  that  right  in  any 
degree,  however  small,  or  for  any  perioo, 
however  short,  can  never  be  done  without 
producing  consequences  highly  preju- 
dicial to  the  nation ;  and  that  the  regula- 
tions which  have  hitherto  given  to  the 
port  of  London  the  whole  trade  of  the 
East,  appear  to  the  petitioners  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  and 
to  those  principles  of  liberal  policy  by 
which  this  nation  is  governed  ;  and  pray- 
ing, that  no  exclusive  grant  may  be  given 
of  the  trade  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  that  the  commerce 
with  those  countries  may  not  be  confined 
to  any  particular  port  in  the  United  King- 
dom, but  that  the  House  will  adopt  such 
measures  as  will  restore  and  secure  to  the 
petitioners  that  commercial  freedom  and 
those  equal  privileges  to  which,  as  British 
subjects,  they  have  an  undoubted  right." 


A  Petition  of  the  provost  magistrates 
and  town  council  of  the  royal  bureh 
of  Renfrew^  was  also  presented  and  read  ; 
setting  forth, 

'*  That  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  these  kingdoms,  the  industrious  mecha^ 
nics  and  labourers  are  under  great  dis- 
tress, which  the  petitioners  humbly  con- 
ceive would  be  greatl}**  ameliorated  by 
granting  a  free  trade  to  India  from  all 
parts  and  ports  of  the  nation;  and  that  ths 
abolition  of  the  monopoly  of  the  East^ 
India  Company  would  be  an  act  of  justice 
putting  the  trading  part  of  the  empire  on 
an  equal  footing,  and  opening  additional 
sources  of  wealth  and  prosperity  to  the 
empire  at  large;  and  praying  the  House 
to  adopt  such  measures  for  abolishing  the 
monopoly  and  opening  a  free  trade,  at  to 
them  shall  seem  expeaient/' 

A  Petition  of  the  profost  magistrates 
and  town  council  of  the  royal  burgh  of 
Dumbarton,  was  also  presented  and  read  ; 
setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  convey  their  wishes,  in  com- 
mon with  those  of  every  part  of  the  empire 
on  the  subject  of  the  approaching  expira- 
tion of  the  East  India  Company's  Charter ; 
and  that  the  experience  of  ages  evinces, 
that  monopolies  are  hurtful  to  the  general 
interests  of  commerce,  and  the  circum^ 
stancesofth|  times  also  call  for  the  exercise 
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of  a  {m  trade  to  the  East  Indies  as  a  mea- 
sure which,  ID  a  peculiar  degree,  will 
counteract  that  war  on  our  commerce,  the 
effects  whereof  the  British  merchants  have 
borne  the  more  cheerfully,  in  the  expect- 
ation of  being  allowed  a  participation  in  a 
traffic  to  a  quarter  oat  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy ;  and  that  this  new  branch  of  trade 
the  petitioners  have  no  doubt  would  afford 
ample  scope  for  the  exertion  of  the  skill 
ana  enterprize  of  merchants,  and  render 
the  present  restraints  on  commerce  in  a 
great  degree  unfelt;  and  praying  the 
House  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may 
render  it  lawful  for  any  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  after  the  expiration  of  the  £^t 
India  Company's  present  charter,  to  carry 
on  a  free  and  unlimited  trade  from  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the 
British  possessions  in  India,  and  from 
thence  to  such  particular  ports  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  the  wisdom  of  par- 
liament may  see  proper." 

A  Petition  of  the  proTost  magistrates 
town  council  and  deacons  of  the  incorpo- 
rations of  Lanark,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That,  in  consequence  of  the  unfor- 
tunate state  of  the  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  country,  thou- 
sands of  industrious  workmen  hare  re- 
cently been  thrown  out  of  employment,  and 
reduced  from  a  life  of  labour  and  happiness 
to  one  oF  idleness  and  misery ;  and  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners, .  the 
granting  a  free  trade  to  India,  or  the  abo- 
lition of  the  exclusive  privilege  vested  in 
the  East- India  Company,  would  be  a  mea- 
sure not  admirably  adapted  for  removing 
those  evils  under  which  the  empire  at  pre^ 
sent  labours,  but  also  an  act  ot  justice,  in 
so  far  as  it  would  communicate  to  the 
British  subject  that  permission  to  trade 
which,  by  37  Geo.  5  c.  57,  has  alone  been 
extended  to  the  subjects  of  foreign  nations 
in  amity  wi^h  his  Majesty  ;  and  that,  in 
the  firm  persuasion  that  the  right  to  trade 
ought  to  be  declared  to  belong  alike  to 
every  subject  of  the  British  empire,  and 
for  that  reason  hostile  to  every  species  of 
monopoly,  the  petitioners  are,  if  possible, 
still  more  decidedly  inimical  to  that  sys- 
tem of  policy  which,  while  it  establishes 
an  exclusive  privilege  in  one  body  of 
merchants,  gives  room  for  the  enterprixe 
of  the  foreigner,  but  shuts  the  door  against 
the  exertions  of  the  British  trader,  or  at 
least,  by  means  of  numerous  and  com- 
plicated restrictions,  leaves  those  exertions 


almost  if  not  entirely,  without  their  i^ 
ward;  and  that,  in  these  circumstanee% 
the  petitioners  cannot  contemplate  tlia 
abolition  of  the  exclusive  privilege,  and 
the  permission  of  a  free  trade  tolndiig 
otherwise  than  as  a  measure  of  the  ot* 
most  importance  and  propriety,  as  ad* 
mirably  calculated  at  once  to  impart  new 
life  and  finimation  to  oor  trade  and  ma- 
nufactories, to  give  employment  to  thoor 
sands  of  industrious  sund  useful'  work* 
men,  at  present  reduced  to  idleness  and 
consequent  poverty,  to  serve  as  a|^  «jr« 
cellent  nursery  of^  seamen  for  our  Qavj^ 
and  at  the  same  time  to  augment  the  ra* 
sources,  and  to  increase  and  insure  ftabilitj 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  British  empirej 
and  praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  meiU 
suret  as  to  them  may  seem  necessary  for 
accomplishing  the  abolition/' 

A  Petition  of  several  inhabitants  of  thja 
townof  Wednesbury,  in  the  county  of  Sti^ 
ford,  and  iti  neighbourhood,  was  also  pre^ 
sented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners  contemplate^ 
with  deep  concern,  the  present  state  of  thf 
manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdom^ 
which  requires  the  most  proper  and  i$* 
fegtoal  measures  for  relief;  and  thal^ 
without  shrinking  from  the  burthens  a^ 
privations  necessary  to  support  the  state^ 
and  the  arduous  conflict  in  which  thi# 
country  is  engaged,  they  hold  it  to  bo 
equally  as  just  as  it  is  expedient,  that  aU 
honourable  means,  and  principally  the 
means  which  are  within  the  power  of  thi| 
country,  should  be  used  to  lessen  thoso 
burthens  and  privations  as  much  as  may 
be,  and  at  the  tame  time  to  counteraiot 
that  odious  but  darlins  policy  of  an  inve« 
terate  enemy,  which  ne  has  so  long  and 
steadily  pursued,  with  the  view  of  ac^ 
complishing  the  ruin  of  this  kingdom,  by 
distressing  its  manufactures  and  con* 
merce ;  and  they  humbly  represent,  that 
British  subjects  have  an  undeniable  right 
to  trade  to  every  part  of  the  British  do* 
minions,  and  that  this  right,  however  ob« 
structed,  can  never  be  destroyed;  and 
that  the  charter  granted  to  the  JBast  India 
Company  has  lea  to  and  established  a  fact 
as  much  at  variance  with  reason  as  with 
justice ;  viz.  that»  whilst  the  subjects  of  4 
foreign  power  have  been  permitted  to 
carry  on  trade  with  part  of  our  possession^ 
subjects  of  this  kingdom  have  been  exir 
eluded ;  and  they  are  of  opinion,  that  it  i^ 
impossible  for  any  joint  stock  company  ti^ 
carry  on  trade  to  any  thing  like  the  ex* 
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t^ht  and  advantage  that  private  merchants 
fnigbtdo;  and  that  the  example  of  indi- 
viduals, sabjects  of  the' United  States  of 
America,  has  proved  the  practicability 
of  carrying  on  a  most  extensive  and  lu- 
crative trade  to  the  East  without  the  as- 
sistance of  any  joint  stock  company  ;  and 
the  petitioners  humbly  represent,  that  all 
monopolies  are  unjust  in  principle,  and 
injurious  in  practice,  operating  as  restraints 
upon  individual  industry  and  enterprize; 
and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
it  is  «necessary  to  abolis^h  the  commercial 
monopoly  of  the  East  India  Company,  in 
order  t^  open  to  the  manufactures  of  this 
kingdom  those  immense  markets  which  it 
possesses  beyond  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  praying  the  House  to 
take,  such  measures  for  the  total  abolition 
of  the  injurious  monopoly  of  the  East-India 
Company,  at  the  end  of  the  present 
charter,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper/' 

The  said  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Petition  op  Dissenting  Ministers 
90l^  Liberty  of  Conscience,]  Mr. 
William  Smith  presented  a  Petition  from 
several  Protestant  Dissenting  ministers 
in  and  about  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  conceiving  the 
right  of  worshipping  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences  to  be 
derived  from  the  Author  of  their  being, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Founder  of  their 
Christian  faith,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be 
subject  to  the  controul  of  human  authority, 
cannot  but  regard  with  deep  concern  those 
statutes  which  restrain  and  limit  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  right,  and  impose  conditions 
and  penalties,  that  seem  to  them  as  unjust 
in  their  principle  as  they  are  injurious  to 
the  vital  interests  of  true  religion  ;  and 
that  they  consider  those  statutes  as  origi- 
nally designed  to  guard  against  evils  which 
no  longer  exist,  and  as  expressive  of  senti- 
ments, with  regard  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
lent  of  religious  liberty*,  which  no  longer 
prevail,  at  a  period  when  the  subjects  of 
the  British  empire,  however  they  may  dif- 
fer with  regard  to  the  principles  of  their 
religion,  and  their  mode  of  professing  it, 
concur  in  a  cordial  attachment  to  the  fa- 
mily on  the  throne ;  and,  when  enlight- 
ened views  of  religious  liberty,  and  a  cor- 
responding liberality  of  spirit,  have  been 
diffused  among  religious  professors  of  all 
denominations;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
expretiing  their  lively  gratitude  for  the 
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concessions  made  to  their  religions  rightf 
in  the  course  of  the  present  reign,  earneH- 
ly  but  respectfully  pray,  that  every  re» 
maining  penal  statute  which  extends  ilf 
operations  to  the  province  of  religion, 
may  be  repealed  ;  and  that,  whilst  they 
conduct  themselves  as  loyal,  obedient,.and 
peaceable  subjects  to  the  state,  they,  in 
common  with  all  their  fellow  citizens, 
may  be  put  in  possession  of  complete  re- 
ligious freedom,  and  allowed  to  worship 
their  Maker,  and  maintain  their  Christiaa 
profession,  according  to  their  own  views, 
and  their  incumbent  duty,  without  being 
subjected  to  any  penalties  or  disabilities 
in  consequence  of  their  dissent  from  the 
Established  Church;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners, confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  jat» 
tice  of  the  House,  pray  that  their  case  nay 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  relief 
granted  to  them  which  they  supplicate." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Grattan's  Motion  for  a  Com- 
mittee ON  the  Civil  Disabilities  op 
the  Roman  Catholics.]  The  order  '^of 
the  day  being  read  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  State  of  the  Laws,  imposing 
Civil  Disabilities  on  his  Majesty's  Komaiji 
Catholic  subjects, 

Mr.  Grattan  rose  and  said  : 

Sir ;  I  have  changed  the  question,  end 
instead  of  a  committee  to  consider  the 
Petitions  I  propose  to  move  for  a  commit- 
tee to  revise  the  laws.  Thus  every  person 
who  thinks  that  redress  should  be  admi- 
nistered, whether  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, whether  by  applying  to  the  execu- 
tive power  to  take  a  leading  part  in  the 
business,  (as  was  the  opinion  of  a  right 
hon.  gentleman,  whose  opinion  deserve! 
every  consideration,)  or  by  proceeding 
ourselves  to  administer  relief,  must,  I  say, 
concur  in  this  motion.— -The  present 
powers  of  England  chiefly  regard  Ireland 
and  America ;  your  efforts  in  other  places 
m>ist  be  chiefly  influenced  by  fortune,  but 
here  you  can  arbitrate  your  own  desti- 
nies ;  here  wisdom  may  save,  or  folly  may 
undo  :  and  if  you  err  here,  you  lose  de- 
liberately, and  by  your  own  fault,  yoaf 
strength  m  the  new  world,  and  your  anchor 
in  the  old. 

.  The  question  I  shall  propose  is  a  new 
one ;  it  was  hitherto  debated  upon  the 
circumstance,  it  is  on  the  principle  yon 
are  now  to  decide.  The  doom  of  Ireland 
lies  before  you  ;  and  if  you  finally  decide 
against  her  Petitions  you  declare   thtjt 
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claimed  a  power  to  dispeme  with  moral 
obligations ;    they  laid  tbat  oaths  did  not 


three-fourths  of  the  Irish,  and  one-fourth 
of  the  empire,  shall  be  disqualified  for  ever. 
When  you  say  we  will  not  accede  to  the 
wishes  of  Ireland  now,  and  advance  no 
reason  which  must  not  always  exist,  yon 
mean  never,  though  yon  did  not  say 
^  never/'  because  yon  cannot  give  to  the 
tremendous  sentence  its  proper  denomina- 
tion— a  sentence  abominable,  nnutterable, 
unimaginable. 

The  sentence  purports  to  disqualify  for 
ever  tbree-fourtbs  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
for  adhering  in  their  own  country  to  the 
religion  of  their  ancestors  ;  recollect  that 
Ireland  is  their  country,  and  that  your 
power  in  that  country  is  founded  on  her 
liberties;  that  religion  is  their  right,  and 
the  gospel  is  their  property  ;— revelation 
is  the  gift  of  God,  given  to  man  to  be  in- 
terpreted according  to  the  best  of  that 
understanding  which  his  Maker  has  be- 
stowed. The  Christian  religion  is  the  pro- 
perty of  man,  independent  of  the  state : 
the  naked  Irishman  has  a  right  to  approach 
his  God,  without  a  licence  from  bit  king ; 
in  this  consists  his  doty  here,  and  his  sal- 
vation hereafter ;  the  state  that  punishes 
him  for  the  discharge  of  that  doty,  vio- 
lates her  own  ;  and  offends  against  her 
<7od,  and  against  his  fellow-creature;  you 
are  the  only  civilized  nation  who  disqualify 
on  account  of  religion. 

I  allow  that  where  religion  is  accom- 
panied with  any  circumstance  thai  tends 
to  disaffection,  the  state  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere ;  but  in  that  case,  it  is  not  the  reli- 
gion that  the  state  touches,  but  the  disaf- 
fection, and  here  that  circumstance  does 
not  exist,  because  here  we  have  practical 
proofs  of  allegiance;  you  have  read  the 
public  papers,  you  have  seen  the  Gaaette : 
with  every  repugnance  to  enquire  into  the 
state  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  there  are 
some  things  which  you  must  know  ;  you 
know  they  are  fighting  and  dying  in  your 
service,  and  in  iTiis  knowledge  you  learn 
the  falshood  of  the  calumnies  which  were 
once  offered  against  their  pretensions; 
and  what  is  more — Oh  shame  to  relate  it ! 
admitted  as  evidence ;  their  opponents  said 
that  no  Irish  Catholic  could  be  loyal  to  a 
prince  of  the  House  of  Hanover ;  tbey 
said,  that  the  Irish  Catholic  must  ever  hate 
an  Englishman.  They  were  not  aware 
that  they  implied  that  the  British  govern- 
ment had  made  itself  hated  in  Ireland, 
and  had  misgoverned  our  country  from 
the  beginning  ;  they  said  that  the  Pope 
claimed  in  these  realms  a  temporal  power, 
that  lie  claimed  a  deposing  power,  that  he 


bind  the  Catholic,  and  tbat  Protestanta 
and  Catholics  could  never  amalgamate  ; 
their  charges  were  calumnies,  the  commoa 
calumnies  of  a  scolding  sect;  they  wero 
received  as  evidence  notwithstanding, 
they  were  answered  bv  the  impossibility 
of  their  truth ;  bald  they  been  true,  the 
Christian  religidb  could  jiot  have  existed 
an  hour ;  had  they  been  true,  the  Catholic 
states  mutt  have  com^  long  ago  to  moral 
and  political  dissolution  :  they  were  also 
answered,  (they  need  not  have  been  an- 
swered,) by  six  Catholic  oniversitieii  Paris, 
Douay,  Alcala,  Valladolid,  Louvain,  Sa* 
lamanca,  the  best  authority  upon  the  sub* 
ject  I  need  not  refer  to  the  answers,  thejr 
refuted  their  calumniators,  to  silence  them 
was  impossible;  tbey  state  that  the  Pope 
had  no  temporal  power  in  these 'countries; 
they  state  tbat  he  has  no  depo«ng  power* 
and  regarding  the  charge  of  no  faith  with 
heretics,  they  repel  the  imputation  with 
horror  and  contempt  These  charges  are 
also  refuted  by  the  oaths  of  the  Catholics, 
which  the  Protestant  legislature  had  made 
the  test  of  their  k>yalty.  See  the  oath  of 
1793  ;  and  by  another,  by  the  best  po8sl« 
ble  answer,. by  an  answer  that  sets  misin« 
terpretation  at  defiance,  and  refutes  false 
logic  by  sound  fact ;— by  the  practical 
allegiance  of  the  Catholic  :  you  have  that 
evidence  before  you,  you  see  it  in  the 
dispatches  which  recite  your  battles ;  you 
yourselves,  without  knowing,  have  decided 
upon  the  fact.  What  are  your  votes  of 
parliament  returning  thanks  to  the  Catho* 
lies  in  the  army  and  navy  ?  What  are 
they  but  the  verdict  of  the  £nglish  parlia- 
ment in  favour  of  their  allegiance  ?  Bot 
those  votes  of  parliament  that  pronounce 
the  Catholic  to  be  innocent,  pronounce  the 
legislature  that  disqualifies  them  to  be 
guilty.  Here  stand,  on  one  side  the  par- 
liament, with  a  penal  sentence  in  its  hand, 
and  on  the  other,  the  Catholic,  with  an 
acquittal  by  that  very  parliament ;  thos 
under  your  own  autltority  is  the  Catholic 
acquitted,  and  the  parliament  convicted. 

With  this  practical  evidence  of  their  al- 
legiance, and  this  your  own  seal  and  sanc- 
tion, you  have  divers  Protestant  Petitions 
in  their  favour;  these  Petitions  are  prayers 
for  their  privileges,  and  evidences  for  their 
character :  and,  firsl,  where  are  the  Peti- 
tions against  them?  Where  are  the  Petitions 
from  the  city  of  London?  Where  are 
those  instruments  that  were  to  have  over- 
laid your  table  ?   Your  countrymen 
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not  come  here  to  mock  the  calamities  of 
the  state>  by  Petitions  to  defend  England 
at  this  perilous  moment  against  the  Pope 
mnd  hid  seven  sacraments ;  they  have  not 
aggravated  the  calamities  of  the  state,  by 
denouncing  an  eternal  hostility  to  the 
civil  privileges  of  three-fourths  of  the  peo* 
pie  of  Ireland  :  they  hare  not  petitioned 
for  the  perpetual  weakness  of  the  empire, 
by  demandmg^n  everlasting  separation  of 
interest.— -The  Church  too ;  I  have  not 
seen,  in  any  great  degree,  its  interference ; 
I  have  not  heard  the  ecclesiastical  horn  of 
discord  and  sedition.  Where  are  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel,  who  have  left  their 
God  to  follow  the  court  to  damn  their  fel- 
low creatures  for  pay?  Where  are  the 
numerous  pulpits  blasted  by  the  flag  of 
ecclesiastical  prostitution  ?  Instead  of  one 
religion  damning  another  for  stipend  and 
promotion,  in  the  person  of  dull  divines, 
instead  of  an  ill  advised-people  coming 
down  to  Parliament  with  Petitions  against 
their  fellow  subject?,  in  the  character  of 
mad  metaphysicians,  I  see  but  three  Peti- 
tions against  the  Catholics. 

I  see,  on  the  other  hand,  the  address  of 
the  livery  of  London,  with  a  clause,  ex- 
pressing a  desire  that  civil  disabilities 
should  be  removed.  I  see  the  sense  of 
this  the  great  capital  favourable,  or  not 
adverse  to  Irish  liberty  and  English  jus- 
tice. I  see  wisdom  and  justice,  truth  and 
security,  speaking  in  the  voice  of  many 
thousand  Englishmen,  petitioning  in  their 
favour.  I  see  a  Petition  from  the  Protes- 
tants of  Ireland,  denominated  a  Protestant 
Petition,  and  signed  by  the  greater  part  of 
the  Protestant  proprietors  in  Ireland. 
That  Petition,  unaccompanied  by  any 
counter  Petition,  may  be  called  the  Pro- 
testant interest  of  Ireland.  The  first 
name  is  Mr.  David  Latouche ;  that  gen- 
tleman bad  originally  roted  against  the 
Catholics :  but  seeing  the  changes  of  time, 
and  weighing  well  the  public  exigency, 
he  now  comes  forward  in  their  favour: 
ever  a  foe  to  violence  ;  and  checking,  by 
turns,  the  errors  of  the  crowd,  and  the 
crimes  of  the  court,  independent  equally 
of  the  king  and  the  people,  aloof  from  all 
party,  and  attached  solely  to  the  public 
{;ood,  he  asserts  to  the  last  the  integrity  of 
nis  chartcter;  and  gives  the  authority  of 
his  name,  and  his  jiouse,  to  the  service  of 
his  country.  You  have,  in  addition  to 
this,  the  names  of  the  house  of  Leinster,  of 
Ormond,  &c. 

You  have  the  Protestant  merchants,  the 
PresbyterjaDs,  and  coupled  with  the  Ca- 
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tholics,  this  Petition  may  be  said  to  com* 
prehend  the  property  and  population  af 
Ireland  ;  in  fact,  the  Petition  of  Ireland 
lies  upon  your  table.  I  congratulate  my 
Protestant  brethren  in  Ireland  ;  they  have 
asserted  the  true  principles  of  the  gospel, 
they  have  asserted  the  principTea  of^ 
civil  liberty,  and  they  give  a  warn* 
ing  voice  to  the  British  empire.  If  any 
misfortune  should  happen,  they  must  tbare 
the  evil,  but  they  avoid  the  dishonour. 

Before  you  dismiss  the  Petitions,  let  ot 
see  who  is  the  petitioner.  The  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  with  her  imperial  crown  standi, 
at  your  t>ar ;  she  applies  for  the  civil  liber* 
ty  of  three  fourths  orherclNldren.  She 
pays  you  in  annual  revenue  about  m 
millions ;  she  pays  you  in  interest  of  debt 
about  three ;  m  rent  of  absentees  about 
two ;  and  in  commerce  about  ten.  Above 
twenty  million  of  money  is  comprehended 
in  that  denomination  called  Ireland,  be- 
sides the  immeasurable  supply  of  men 
and  provisions;  you  quadruple  her  debt, 
you  add  three-fold  to  her  taxes,  you  take 
away  her  parliament,  you  send  her  from 
your  bar  without  a  hearing,  and  with 
three-fourths  of  her  people  disqualified  for 
ever.  You  cannot  ao  it ;  I  say  you  can* 
not  finally  do  it  The  interest  of  your 
coudtry  would  not  support  you ;  the  feel* 
ings  of  your  country  would  not  support 
you :  it  is  a  proceeding  that  cannot  long 
be  persisted  in.  No  courtier  so  derouS, 
no  politician  so  hardened,  no  conscience 
so  capacious ;  I  am  not  afraid  of  occa* 
sional  majorities.  I  remember,  in  1782,  to 
have  been  opposed  by  a  court  majority, 
and  to  have  beaten  down  that  majority.  I 
remember,  on  a  similar  occasion,  to  have 
stood  with  twenty-fi^e,  opposed  to  a 
strong  majority,  and  to  have  overcome 
that  immense  majority.  A  majority  can* 
not  overlay  a  great  principle.  God  will 
guard  his  own  cause  against  rank  majori- 
ties. In  vain  shall  men  appeal  to  a 
church-cry,  or  to  a  mock-thunder:  the 
proprietor  of  the  bolt  is  on  the  side  of  the 
people. 

Should  you  however,  finally  resolve 
upon  such  a  measure,  such  a  penal  sen* 
tence,  recollect  how  much  you  will  be  em* 
barraased  by  fingagements ;  recollect  the 
barrier  is  removed  that  formerly  stood 
against  the  measure  I  propose.  However 
we  may  lament  the  cause,  we  roost  ac* 
knowledge  the  fact,  and  perceive,  that  the 
time  is  now  come,  in  which  the  Catholics- 
were  to  expect  a  gracious  predilection. 
They  were  taught  to  expect  that  their 
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wounds  would  be  healed,  and  their  disa- 
bilities were  to  cease;  that  a  great  de- 
liverer was  on  his  way,  that  would  wipe 
the  tears  of  the  Irish,  and  cast  upon  the 
royal  family  a  new  ray  of  glory  ererlast- 
ing.  They  gave  themselves  up  to  a  pas* 
aion  that  was  more  than  allegiance,  and 
followed  the  leading  light  that  cheered 
their  painful  steps  through  the  wilderness, 
until  they  came  to  the  borders  of  the  land 
of  promise;  when  behold  the  vision  of 
royal  faith  vanishes,  and  the  curse,  which 
blasted  their  forefathers,  is  to  be  entailed 
upon  their  children.  In  addition  to  this 
immeasurable  disappointment,  you  must 
consider  another— you  may  remember 
the  Union. 

Without  enquiring  whether  the  repeal 
•f  Catholic  disability  was  actually  pro* 
mised,  it  was  the  expectation  of  the  measure 
which  carried  the  Union.  It  is  the  price 
for  the  Union ;  and  an  essentia)  part  there- 
of: you  will  now  pay  the  purchase  of  that 
measure.  National  honour  is  power,  in 
trade  it  is  capital,  in  the  state  it  is  force. 
The  name  of  England  has  carried  you 
through  a  host  of  difficulties;  we  conjure 
you  by  that  name  to  accede  to  these  Peti- 
tioosj  should  you  finally  refuse,  you  repeal 
the  Union  ;  you  declare  the  Irish  and  the 
English  to  be  a  distinct  people ;  you  not 
only  declare  it,  but  you  do  it ;  you  dis- 
solve the  incorporation ;  they  were  kept 
together  by  hope,  and  you  divide  them  by 
despair ;  you  make  them  two  distinct  na- 
tions, with  opposite  and  with  hostile  inter- 
ests; the  one  with  civil  privileges,  the 
other  without;  the  one  in  the  act  of  dia- 
qualifying  the  other;  the  oppressor  and 
the  oppressed. 

The  idea  of  the  union  is  two*fo1d;  a 
union  of  parliament,  and  a  union  of  peo- 
ple. I  see  the  union  of  Parliament;  and 
in  that  I  see  the  measure  which  makes  the 
legislature  more  handy  to  the  minister; 
but  where  are  the  people }  Where  is 
the  consolidation  ?  Where  is  the  com- 
mon interest?  Where  is  the  heart  that 
should  animate  the  whole,  and  that  com* 
bined  giant  that  should  put  forth  his  hun- 
dred hands  for  the  state  ?  There  is  no 
such  thfng ;  the  petitioners  tell  you  so ; 
they  tell  you  that  it  is  impossible  such  a 
policy  should  last;  a  policy  that  takes 
away  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and  ex- 
cludes the  Catholics  from  the  Parliament 
of  England;  a  policy  that  obtained  the 
Union  by  the  hope  of  admission,  and  now 
makes  the  exclusion  everlasting. 
The  Catholics  now  come  to  you;  they 


have  brought  their  Pktitestant  neighboani 
along  with  them>  and  they  both  call  upon 
ou  for  the  civil  capacities  of  the  Catho* 
ics,  and  for  the  integrity  of  the  British 
empire. 

Thus  TOO  perceiTe,  it  is  no  longer  t 
question  between  the  difierent  sects  o?  Ire- 
land, no  longer  a  quettion  regarding  the 
security  of  the  Protestant  [>roperty  or  the 
Protestant  Church.  Far  from  looking  for 
that  security  in  ciyil  disqualifications,  thMf: 
deprecate  those  disqualifications,  as  their 
principal  danger,  and  they  reduce  the  iiib- 
ject  to  a  question  between  the  people  ef ' 
Ireland,  and  the  ministers  of  the  crown.  \ 

So  it  now  atands :  but  should  you  wish 
to  support  the   minister  of  the    crdwa- 
against  the  people  of  Ireland,  retain  the 
Union  and  perpetuate  the  disquali^catiopji 
the  consequence  must  be  something  mow 
than  alienation.    When  yon  finafiy  de> 
cide  against  the  Catholic  question^  yo^ 
abandon  the  idea  of  gOTeming  Ireland  by 
affection,  and  you  adopt  the  idea  of  coer« 
cion  in  its  place.    National  disqualificftiA 
tion,  national  litigatioD»  iofermationa,  at-  , 
tachmentt,  an  angry  pre»i  an  angry  pro- 
lecntion.    Errors  on  both  aides :  men  diaJ 
charged  for  their  Tirtaoai  stotimenti  in 
favour  of  Uie  people;  tech  was  the  case 
of  Mr.  Stanhope ;  domestic  fend  added  to 
foreign  war*;  such  nniat  be  the  situation 
of  Ireland ;   a  situation  which  is  nothing" 
more  nor  less  than  preparation  to  render 
the  Irish  mind  completely  hostile  to  Great 
Britain.     This  misfortune  will  be   very 
great  to  both  of  us.     In  what  particular 
way  it  will  break  out  I  know  not,  but  I 
know  it  will  be  ruin ;  when  I  say  ruin,  yon 
roust  know  I  mean  ultimate  separation,  se- 
paration either  in  fact,  or  separation  in 
disposition ;  either  will  undo  us.    Nature 
protests  against  it ;  France,  with  all  her 
powers,  could  not  achieve  it,  civil  dis- 
qualification may.    We  shall  first  be  de- 
stroyed, and  your  gorgeous  empire  wilt 
follow;  yon  are  ruined  by  the  hostility  of 
Ireland,  you  are  ruined  by  her  neutrality. 
You  are  therefore  pronouncing  the  doom 
of  England.    You,  opposed  to  the  popula* 
tion  of  France,  with  all  her  appendages ; 
you,  with  only  sixteen  millions  of  inha- 
Ditants,  strike  out  of  actual  operation  four. 
Never  was  an  instance  of  liuman  insensi- 
bility   so  faUlly   displayed.    The  mad 
Athenian,  when  he  disqualified  for  a  few 
bushels  of  com  a  part  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, was  not  so  frantic.    The  mad  Greeic 
who,  in  the  last  moments  of  his  existence, 
I  refused  the  assistance  of  the  west,  damned 
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the  cardinal,  and  gave  up  his  empire,  was 
not  more  frantic. 

A  nation  fighting  for  her  existence,  a 
wise  nation,  a  civilized  nation,  striking 
out  of  operation  one-fourth  of  her  people, 
deliberately,  in  her  senses,  for  no  reason. 
The  Eucharist  is  no  reason,  the  worship 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  is  no  reason ;  ar- 
guments of  public  scorn,  if  they  were  not 
the  cause  of  public  ruin; — without  any 
cause,  except  we  suppose  that  the  hand 
of  death  precipitates  the  empire.  I  say 
you  are  pronouncing  the  doom  of  Eng- 
land. If  you  ask  how  the  people  of  Ire- 
land feel  towards  you,  ask  yourselres  how 
you  would  feel  towards  us,  if  we  disquali- 
fied three-fourths  of  the  people  of  England 
for  ever.  The  day  you  finally  ascertain 
the  disqualification  of  the  Catholic,  you 
pronounce  the  doom  of  Great  Britain.  It 
is  just  it  should  be  so  ;  the  king  who  take 
away  the  liberty  of  his  subjects,  loses  his 
crown;  the  people  who  take  away  the 
liberty  of  their  fellow  subjects,  lose  their 
empire. 

The  gentlemen  who  are  invited  by  the 
call,  think,  perhaps,  they  are  presiding 
over  a  few  penal  laws  affecting  the  Irish, 
or  exercising  a  lazy  tyranny  in  the  easy 
chair  of  pride  and  security  :  depend  upon 
it  they  are  mistaken.  You  are  presiding 
over  the  fame  and  fortune  of  that  great 
renowned  empire  called  Great  Britain: 
the  scales  of  your  own  destinies  are  in  your 
own  hands ;  and  if  you  throw  out  the  civil 
liberty  of  the  Irish  Catholic,  depend  on 
it.  Old  England  will  be  weighed  in  the 
balance,  and  found  wanting:  you  will 
then  have  dug  your  own  grave,  and  yoa 
may  write  your  own  epitaph— >'^  England 
died  because  she  taxed  America,  and  dis- 
qualified Ireland.^' 

It  is  worthy  to  enquire,  how  many  rights 
you  violate  in  order  to  destroy  yourselves 
and  your  fellow  subjects.  You  assume  a 
right  to  make  partial  law^,  or  laws  against 
the  very  principles  of  legislation*  You 
govern  one  part  of  the  society  by  one 
code,  and  the  other  by  a  distinct  one. 
You  make  laws  as  arbitrary  as  they  are 
partial,  that  is  to  say,  you  disqualify  one 
part  of  the  society  for  differences,  not 
more  essential  in  a  political  point  of  view, 
than  colour  or  complexion :  as  if  you 
should  say,  no  man  shall  be  a  general,  who 
has  black  hair  ;  no  man  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  who  has  brown.  Yoa 
not  only  make  partial  and  arbitrary  laws, 
but  you  invade  the  sacred  right  of  reli- 
gion;  and  you  with  a  sentence  which  is 
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eternal,  invade  the  sacred  cause  of  liber^ 
Tell  them  they  must  extend  their  con* 
stitution  to  their  empire,  or  limit  theit 
empire  to  their  Church  establishmenl.  - 

They  say  you  have  a  power  to  regvilata 
qualifications ;  that  is,  you  are  a  trnstcc 
for  the  privilege ;  but  if  under  pretence 
of  regulation  you  destroy  the  privilege, 
you  exceed  your  power  and  violate  your 
trust.  Thus,  if  you  enacted,  that  no  nea 
who  had  less  than  3,(XX)/.  a  year  sbeald 
be  a  member  of  parliament,  you  woekl 
disqualify  the  people  of  England,  and 
break  your  trust.    Thus  when  you,  on  the 

f>retence  of  regulation,  forbid  the  Catbo« 
ics  to  sit  in  parliament,  you  disqualify  a 

great  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 

break  your  trust. 

It  is  said,  parliament  may  do  partial 

ill  for  the  general  good.  Yes ;  but  the 
majority  cannot  take  away  the  liberty  of 
the  minority,  for  this  never  can  be  the 
general  good :  siill  less  can  the  minority, 
as  in  the  case  of  Ireland,  take  away  the 
liberty  of  the  majority ;  that  would  be  a 
breach  of  the  principle,  by  which  the  soi- 
ciety  is  compacted.  You  cannot  rob  one 
part  of  the  society  of  her  property,  lo  en* 
rich  the  community  ;  still  less  can  yoa 
rob  one  part  of  the  society  of  her  liberty  ; 
and  least  of  all  can  you  do  that  in  the 
case  of  Ireland,  which  is  connected  with 
England,  as  that  liberty  is  protected. 

When  the  general  good  means  the  exist* 
euce  of  the  state,  there  the  ruling  power 
way  abandon  a  part  to  save  the  remainder. 
But  what  is  understood  by  the  general 
good  in  its  modern  application  ?  It  means 
power,  as  opposed  to  liberty  :  such  was 
the  case  in  the  American  Stamp  act,  such 
was  the  case  of  the  British  statutes  that 
restrained  the  trade  of  Ireland ;  such  is 
the  case  now,  it  is  the  power  of  one  sect 
over  the  privileges  of  the  other :  and  what 
is  that  but  the  disqualification  of  the  part, 
and  the  dismemberment  of  the  whole* 
Whenever  one  sect  degrades  another,  on 
account  of  religion,  such  degradation  is 
the  tyranny  of  a  sect.  When  you  enact# 
that,  on  account  of  his  religion,  no  Catbo* 
lie  shall  sit  in  parliament,  you  do  what 
amounts  to  the  tyranny  of  a  sect.  When 
you  enact  that  no  Catholic  shall  he  a 
sheriff,  you  do  what  amounts  to  the  ty«* 
ranny  of  a  sect.  When  you  enact,  that 
no  Catholic  shall  be  a  general,  yoo  do 
what  amounts  to  the  tyranny  of  a  sect. 
There  are  two  descriptions  of  laws :  the 
municipal  law,  which  binds  the  people^ 
and  the  law  of  God  which  binds  the  par* 
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liament  and  the  people.  Whenever  yov 
do  any  act  which  is  contrary  to.  his  lawsj 
as  expressed  in  his  work,  which  is  the 
world,  or  in  his  book,  the  Bible,  you  ex- 
ceed your  right ;  whenever  you  rest  any 
of  your  establishments  on  that  excess,  you 
rest  it  on  a  foundation  which  is  weak  and 
fallacious ;  whenever  you  attempt  to  esta- 
blish your  government,  or  yopr  property, 
or  your  church,  on  religious  restrictions, 
you  establish  them  on  that  false  founda- 
tion, and  you  oppose  the  Alinighty ;  and 
though  you  had  a  host  of  mitres  on  yoar 
side,  you  banish  God  from'  your  eccle- 
siastical constitution,  and  freedom  from 
yoar  political.  In  vain  shall  men  endea- 
Tour  to  make  this  the  cause  of  the  Churqh; 
they  aggravate  the  crime,  by  the  endea- 
vour to  make  their  Grod  their  fellow  in 
the  injustice.  Such  rights  are  the  rightf  of 
ambjtion:  they  are  the  rights  of  conqueft: 
and  in  your  case,  they  have  been  the 
rights  of  suicide.  They  begin  by  attack- 
ing liberty  ;  they  end  by  the  losp  of  em- 
pire. 

In  all  matters  where  the  legislature  in- 
terferes, you  will  take  care  to  distinguish 
between  nomination  and  eligibility.  No- 
mination is  the  right  of  the  person  who 
nominates,  and  eligibility  of  the  person 
who  is  nominated. 

Eligibility  is  a  common  law  right ;  and 
can  only  be  taken  away  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment :  but  parliament  can  only  take  it 
away  for  crimes  or  unfitness :  religion  is 
neither.  You  cannot  take  away  eligibi- 
lity, which  is  a  common  law  right,  on  ac- 
count of  religion,  which  is  a  right  also. 

The  clause  of  disqualification  consists  of 
three  heads.  The  superstition  of  the  Eucha- 
rist ;  the  adoration  of  the  mother  of  God  ; 
and  the  Papal  power.  The  two  first  are 
merely  matters  of  religion,  such  as  the 
state  has  no  right  to  investigate,  and  such 
as  form  an  objection^  which  must  be,  and 
which  is  for  the  most  part,  entirely  abani> 
doned.  Two  parts  of  the  objection,  then, 
are  disposed  of;  and  a  third  only  re- 
mains :  and  that  third,  namely,  the  power 
of  the  Pope,  is  reduced  to  a  mere  spiritual 
authority  :  nor  are  the  arguments  founded 
which  say,  that  spiritual  and  temporal 
powers  are  inseparable;  and  which  in- 
stance as  proof  of  their  inseparability, 
marriage  and  excommunication.  Their  is 
no  solidity  in  their  observation  nor  their 
instance,  in  as  much  as  marriage  is  a  civil 
contract :  and  all  its  consequences,  inheri- 
tance and  legitimacy,  &c.  depend  on  the 
civil  quality  of  that  contract^  and  cannot 
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beaflteled  by  a  spiritaal  comiaetion,  of 
which  the  law  has  no  conception;  and 
to  establish  wUcbi  no  evidence  is  adnussi« 
ble.  This  matter.has  been  settled  by  Ihq 
act  wliich  allows  Catholics  to  be  on  juries  ; 
and  therefore  allows  them  lafe  and  com* 
petent  to  try  the  Talidity  of  marriage : 
the  same  may  be  said  of  6zcommnnication» 
which  is  an  authority  which  cannot  be  en* 
forced ;  attended  by  an  obedience  which 
cannot  be  commanded:  the  ecclesiastio 
whoattempts  to  enforce  such  a  power,  is  sab* 
ject  to  a. prosecution ;  and  the  parishioner 
who  is  injured,  is  entitled  to  damages,  and 
damages  have  been  given  accordingly.  To 
this  objection  there  are  further  answers  : 
the  law  and  the  fact.  The  law,  which 
has  made  the  distinction  between  tempo- 
ral and  spiritaal,  and  has  Tsee  14th  and 
15th  of  the  King)  reduced  that  distinctioa 
to  an  oath,  to  be  taken  by  Catholics,  under 
the  authoritv  of  an  act  of  parliament.  It 
is  reniarkabie,  that  in  our  dealings  with 
the  Catholics,  the  arguments  of  their  op- 
ponents have  been  answered  by  their  laws. 
They  say,  the  Catholics  are  not  credible 
on  their  oaths;  and  they  have  made,  bj 
act  of  parliament,  their  oath  the  test  ot 
their  allegiance.  They  say,  that  temporal 
and  spiritual  power  are.  inseparable ;  and 
they  have  made  them  distinct  by  act  of 
parliament.  Thev  say,  that  the  disquali- 
fying oath  is  a  fundamental  part  of  the  law: 
of  the  land ;  and  they  have  declared  by 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Act  of  Union,  that 
oath  to  be  provisionary,  not  fundamental. 
They  say,  that  by  the  constitution,  the 
Catholics  should  have  no  political  power : 
and  they  have  made  them  by  act  of  par- 
liament, that  is,  by  the  Act  of  Union,  a 
part  of  the  Commons,  that  is,  of  the  third 
estate  of  the  empire.  Thus  they^speak  to 
the  Catholics  with  a  double  tonsue,  and 
then  most  piteously  exclaim,  "  These  Ro- 
manists will  keep  no  faith  with  heretics." 
In  further  answer  to  their  objection,  which 
confounds  spiritual  with  temporal  power, 
and  which  sppposes  the  Pope  to  divide, 
with  the  prince  the  allegiance  of  his  sub^ 
jects,  we  have  the  fact  as  well  as  the  law. 
Let  the  princes  of  Europe  tell  how  far  the 
Pope  has  shared  or  divided  the  loyalty  of 
their  Catholic  subjects.  Let  the  rope  de« 
clare  how  far  he  commanded  the  allegi- 
ance of  the  Roman  CathoUcs  in  Europe, 
when  he  was  dragged  from  his  palace. 
This  dreaded  interpreter  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  this  joint  propri^or  of  allegiance, 
dragged  to  Paris  through  an  immense  ex- 
tent of  Catholic  country,  at  the  wheels  ef 
(SB) 
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ft  car  of  a  Catholic  prince,  without  a  sword 
in  his  support,  or  an  arm  to  defend  him. 
Or  say,  what  succour  has  he,  in  ail  his 
afflictions,  experienced,  except  when  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  Protestant  goyern- 
ment  of  England.  This  unhappy  old 
man  was  supported  an  image  of  frail  for- 
tune and  extinguished  authority,  until  he 
was  finally  resigned  to  captivity  and  obli- 
Tion,  the  sole  attendants  on  his  state; 
without  an  effort  to  restore,  or  «  partisan 
to  console  him.  *'  More  formidable  than 
ever,''  exclaims  the  Petition  of  Cam* 
bridge ;  and  on  this  solid  observation  pi- 
ously prays  the  legislature  to  impose  on 
four  millions  of  her  fellow  subjects,  eter- 
nal disabilities.  To  this  learned  univer- 
sity how  formidable  then  must  the  House 
of  Bourbon  appear.  Like  the  Pbpe,  that 
House  has  lost  its  dominions.  How  for* 
midable  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  like  the  Pope, 
he  has  lost  his  liberty,  and  is  possessed  of 
all  the  resources  that  proceed  from  cap- 
tivity and  deposition. 

How  criminal  most  oiir  government  ap* 
pear,  according  to  this  reasoning,  who  pay 
above  20,000,000/.  to  support  in  Spain  and 
Portugal  the  respective  governments  in 
Church,  as  well  as  State;  and  of  course 
are  contend  ing  to  set  up  again  the  powers 
of  France,  in  the  person  of  the  Pope,  now 
represented  to  be  more  formidable  than 
ever,  iste  then  how  your  right  stands  ; 
of  three  objections  two  are  abandoned ; 
the  third  reduced  to  a  spiritual,  and  that 
spiritual  power  now  reduced  to  nothing. 

You  profess  to  tolerate  religion ;  yoa 
do  not  tolerate  religion  when  you  punish 
it.  Disability  is  punishment;  it  is  a  pu- 
nishment in  a  very  high  degree,  zou 
cannot  say,  that  an  application  to  get  rid 
of  that  punishment,  is  an  application  for 
power,  it  is  an  application  for  protection. 
Civil  capacities  are  defence ;  they  are  ne- 
cessary to  protect  the  Catholic  against  the 
injustice  or  a  partial  trial,  thev  are  neces- 
sary to  protect  him  against  the  hardship 
of  bein^  taxed,  and  bound  by  a  body,  of 
which  ne  constitutes  no  pftrt  { when  the 
Catholics  desire  eligibility  to  the  office  of 
sheriff,  they  desire  a  protection  aeainst 
juries,  exclusively  Protestant,  modelled 
by  a  party  sheriff,  they  desire  that  their 
lives  and  properties  may  not  be  tried  ex- 
clusively by  those  who  disqualify  them. 
If  this  be  ambition,  it  is  the  ambition  of 
not  being  hanged  by  a  party  jury ;  the 
ambition  of  not  being  robben  by  a  party 
sheriff  packing  a  party  jury.  On  a  ques- 
tion touching  Catholic  claims,  the  Roman 
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Catholics  have  not  now  a  fair  trial  in  Ire* 
land ;  in  a  case  between  Catholics  and 
Protestants  they  have  not  the  benefits 
even  which  foreigners  possess.  I  do  not 
say  this  applies  to  ordinary  cases,  but  I 
do  say  that  where  there  is  a  question 
touching  their  exertions  to  obtain  their 
civil  privileges,  they  have  not  a  fair  trial ; 
how  many  Catholics  were  jurymen  on  the 
late  trials  for  the  violation  of  the  Conven* 
tion  Act  ?  Not  one ;  they  are  not  only  de*- 
prived  of  the  great  executive  offices  of 
their  country,  but  of  the  great  protective 
principles  by  which  their  lives  and  pro- 
perties should  be  defended.  They  are 
excluded  from  the  office  of  sheriff  by 
which  juries  are  impannelled,  and  him, 
that  legislative  body  by  which  taxes  are 
imposed. 

Gentleman  call  for  security;  we  call 
for  security ;  we  call  for  security  against 
a  policy  which  would  make  the  British 
name  in  Ireland  odious ;  we  call  for  te- 
carity  a^inst  a  policy  which  would  make 
the  British  faith  m  Ireland  equivocal ;  we 
call  for  security  against  a  policy  which 
would  disinherit,  disqualify,  and  palsy  a 
fourth  part  of  the  empire. 

When  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  call 
for  secarity,  let  them  state  the  danger; 
does  the  daneer  consist  in  the  Eucharist  7 
or  in  the  political  consequence  attending 
the  real  presence  ?  does  the  danger  exist 
in  the  worship  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ?  doet 
the  danger  exist  )n  an  attachment  to  the 
House  of  Stewart  ?  Let  the  opponents  give 
08  some  serious  reason ;  let  them  affi>rd 
us  some  apology  to  after- ages  for  inflict- 
ing on  a  fourth  of  our  fellow-subjects  poli- 
tical damnation  to  all  eternity.  They 
hare  but  one  danger  to  state ;  let  us  hear 
it ;  it  is  the  Pope,  and  the  influence  of 
France  upon  that  power.  He  has  at  pre- 
sent ne  power ;  France  has  no  influence 
over  him,  and  the  Irish  Catholic  no  com- 
munication. The  danger,  therefore,  is 
prospective;  what  securities  have  they 
taken  against  it  ?  Domestic  nomination  i 
No,  they  have  declared  it  to  be  imprac- 
ticable and  inadequate.  You  misht  have 
had  the  Veto ;  you  might  have  had  it  in 
180],  when  you  had  the  Pope  in  your 
power ;  you  might  have  had  it  in  1 805, 
when  you  rejected  Mr.  Fox's  proposition ; 
and  I  believe  you  might  have  nad  it  in 
1808 ;  but  you  lost  it,  and  they  aret; 
answerable  to  the  public  for  the  loss  of  it. 
Well,  domestic  nomination  they  say  will 
not  do ;  the  Veto  they  say  will  not  do ; 
have  they  any  other  measure  i  do  they 
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propose  a  plan  for  making  proselytei  ?  do 
they  propose  to  discontinue  recroi ting  from 
the  Catholic  body  ?  they  have  no  plan 
but  civil  disabilities,  that  is  to  say  national 
disqualification ;  but  national  disqualifica- 
tion is  the  odium  of  the  British  name,  and 
the  hostility  of  the  Irish  people,  and  what 
is  that  but  ultimate  separation.  Separa- 
tion  in  fact,  or  separation  in  disposition. 
They  have  talked  much  of  the  security  of 
the  Church,  much  of  the  security  of  the 
state,  and  much  of  the  necessity  to  fortify 
both,  and  the  only  security  they  propose 
for  either  is  virtual  or  actual  separation. 
For  this  the  Church  has  been  expected  to 
preach,  and  the  people  to  petition.  They 
tell  you  that  there  is  a  great  danger  in  the 
relative  situation  of  the  Pope  with  regard 
to  France ;  they  suggest  to  you,  of  course, 
that  some  remedy  is  necessary,  and  they 
produce  a  remedy  which  does  not  act 
upon  the  disease,  but  is  of  itself  another 
disorder,  that  goes  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
empire.  For  this  has  Oxford,  for  this  has 
Cambridge  petitioned  with  good  inten* 
tions,  I  must  suppose,  but  they  have  peti- 
tioned for  the  dismemberment  of  the  em- 
pire. 

Sensible  of  this,  the  people  have  not 
crowded  your  table  with  applications 
against  the  Catholics;  on  the  contrary, 
the  property  and  the  Protestant  interest 
of  Ireland  have  petitioned  for  them ;  and, 
in  addition  to  this,  a  number  of  the  lead- 
ing characters  in  England  have  declared 
they  cannot  accept  of  office  without  taking 
measures  for  the  relief  of  the  Catholics. 
This  is  a  great  security ;  in  this  security, 
with  other  circumstances,  I  would  advise 
the  Catholics  to  place  much  confidence. 
Nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  their  cause 
than  despair :  they  may  be  certain  that 
their  application  must  ultimately  succeed, 
and  that  nothing  can  add  to  its  natural 
strength  more  than  the  temper  with  which 
it  is  conducted. 

I  know  the  strength  of  the  cause  I  sup- 
port :  it  might  appeal  to  all  the  quarters 
of  the  globe ;  and  it  will  walk  the  earth 
and  flourish,  when  dull  declamation  shall 
be  silent,  and  the  pert  sophistry  that  op- 
posed it  shall  be  forgotten  in  the  grave. 
I  cannot  think  that  the  civil  capacities  of 
millions  coupled  with  the  cause  of  this 
empire,  which  is  involved  in  their  fate, 
^hall  owe  their  downfall  to  folly  and 
inanition.  As  well  might  I  suppose  the 
navy  of  England  to  be  blown  out  of  the 
ocean  by  a  whirlwind  raised  by  witches, 
or  that  your  armies  in  Spain  ana  Portugal 


should  be  laid  prostrate  by  Harlequin  and 
his  wooden  sword,  as  that  such  interests 
as  I  now  support  should  be  overturned  by 
a  crew  of  quaint  sophisters^  or  by  ministers, 
with  the  aid  of  a  few  studious,  but  unen- 
lightened ecclesiastics,  acting  under  the 
impulse  of  interest,  and  the  mask  of  reli- 
gion. The  people,  if  left  to  them^lves, 
and  their  good  understanding,  will  agree ; 
it  is  learned  ignorance  only  that  would 
sever  the  empire. 

As  the  call  of  the  House  may  have 
brought  together  many  gentlemen  who 
did  not  attend  the  former  debates  on  the 
subject,  I  beg  to  apprise  them  of  some 
further  objections  with  which  they  mvst 
expect  to  be  encountered.  They  will  be 
told  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  base 
and  barbarous,  and  are  not  equal  to  the 
exercise  of  civil  capacities ;  that  is,  that 
the  first  order  of  Catholic  gentlemen  in 
Ireland,  who  are  to  be  affected  by  the 
repeal  of  these  laws,  are  base  and  barba* 
rous ;  that  is  to  say,  that  in  the  course  of 
600  years,  the  British  goyernment  in  Ire- 
land has  made  the  people  of  that  country 
base  and  barbarous,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  your  goTemmcnt  has  been  in  Ireland 
a  public  calamity.  They  state  the  Chria- 
tian  religion,  as  exercised  in  Ireland  by 
the  majority  of  the  people,  to  be  another 
cause  of  this  evil,  and  thus  they  suggest  aa 
the  only  remedy  the  adoption  of  a  mea- 
sure which  would  banish  from  that  island 
her  government  and  her  religion.  The 
folly,  the  indecency,  and  the  insanity  of 
these  objections  do  not  deserve  an  answer. 

They  will  tell  you  moreover,  that  the 
spirit  of  the  Act  of  Settlement,  which  de- 
posed the  reigning  prince  for  his  attack 
on  civil  and  religious  liberty,  commits  the 
very  crime  it  punishes,  and  goes  to  de- 
prive of  civil  liberties  one*fourth  of  your 
fellow- subjects  for  ever. 

Desire  those  men  who  tell  you  so,  to 
shew  the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Settlement  of 
such  an  import,  and  ask  them  why  they, 
in  defiance  of  an  express  provision  in  the 
act,  raise  foreign  Catholics  to  the  highest 
rank  in  the  army;  ask  them  why  the 
Eucharist,  which  overpowers  the  under- 
standing,  as  they  suppese,  of  lord  Fingall 
or  sir  Edward  fiellew,  has  no  eflect  on 
these  foreigners,  and  why  they  abandon 
their  prejudices  in  favour  of  strangers, 
and  advance  them  only  to  proscribe  the 
natives  of  their  own  country.  They  will 
tell  you  that  the  disqualifying  oath  is  a 
fundamental  part  of  the  Act  of  Union ; 
d«siv«  then  to  read  iha  Act  of  Union ; 
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they  will  there  find  the  disqualifying  oath 
is  directly  the  contrary;  that  by  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Union,  it  is  expressly 
declared  to  be  provisionary,  not  funda- 
niental,  and  you  may  add,  that  herein  is 
a  provision  by  act  of  parliament,  declar- 
ing that  the  excluding  oath,  as  prescribed 
ftt  the  Revolution,  MS  not  a  fundamental 
part  of  the  constitution.  The  same  decla- 
ration will  be  found  in  the  Scotch  Union. 
Thus  all  the  parliaments  of  these  realms 
have  repeatedly  declared,  that  the  dis- 
qualifying oath  is  not  a  fundamental  part 
of  the  constitution,  and  therefore  against 
the  argument  of  the  minister  on  this  head 
you  may  quote  the  two  Acts  of  Union, 
and  also  the  authority  of  those  who  voted 
for  the  Irish  Act  of  Union,  that  is  to  say 
some  of  the  ministers  themselves,  and  also 
of  those  who  drew  up  the  Irish  Act  of 
Union,  who,  I  apprehend,  were  some  of 
themselves ;  ask  them,  have  they  set  forth 
in  this  act  of  parliament,  that  the  dis- 
qualifying oath  was  provisionary,  and 
•after  obtaining  the  Union,  will  they  now 
belie  their  own  law,  and  assert  that  the 
oath  is  fundamental ;  they  will  tell  you, 
that  by  the  constitution  of  the  country, 
the  parliament  is  Protestant;  ask  them, 
are  not  the  Commons  a  part  of  parliament, 
and  are  not  the  Irish  electors  a  part  of  the 
Commons,  and  are  not  they  in  no  smal|  a 
proportion  Catholic;  the  persons  who 
argue  with  you  thus  against  the  Catholics, 
have  sworn  the  oath  at  your  table;  desire 
them  to  read  it,  and  there  they  will  find 
no  profession  of  faith  whatever,  that  Chris- 
tianity itself  is  no  part  of  the  qualifica- 
tion. That  any  man  can  take  that  oath 
except  a  Catholic. 

Ask  them  whether  that  exclusion  was 
not  on  account  of  political  combinations 
formerly  existing  in  Europe;  ask  them 
whether  they  continue ;  and  in  answer  to 
all  their  objections  and  jealousy,  ask  them 
why  they  continue  to  fill  their  navy  and 
army  in  such  an  immense  proportion,  with 
men  whose  rac^  they  affect  to  distrust, 
and  therefore  they  presume  to  disqualify. 
Ask  the  generals  and  admirals  how  these 
men  act  in  the  fleet  axid  in  the  field ;  read 
the  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and 
tee  in  what  number  these  men  have  died 
in  your  service ;  read  the  Irish  names  of 
wounded  officers ;  recollect  that  they  can- 
not be  generals,  and  see  in  their  practical 
allegiance  a  complete  answer  to  all  objec- 
tions. 

Or,  if  you  wish  for  further  information, 
do  not  apply  to  the  court,  but  ask  the 
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country ;  ask  the  Protestant  gentlemen  of 
Ireland ;  ask  the  house  of  Leinster ;  'ask 
the  house  of  Ormond ;  ask  the  great  land- 
ed proprietors  of  the  country,  men  who 
must  stand  the  brunt  of  the  danger;  ask 
their  Petition ;  and  do  not  in  the  face  of 
their  opinion  decide  against  the  civil  privi* 
leges  of  a  fourth  of  your  own  people ;  do 
not  hazard  the  name  of  England  on  such  a 
principle;  do  not  hazard  the  empire  of 
England  on  such  an  experiment. 

I  appeal  to  the  hospitals,  who  are 
thronged  with  the  Irish  who  have  been 
disabled  in  your  cause,  and  to  the  fields'of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  yet  drenched  with 
their  blood,  and  I  turn  from  that  policy 
which  disgraces  your  empire,  to  the  spirit 
of  civil  freedom  that  formed  it ;  that  is 
the  charm  by  which  your  kings  have  been 
appointed,  and  in  whose  thunder  you  ride 
the  waters  of  the  deep.  I  call  upon  these 
principles,  and  upon  you  to  guard  your 
empire  in  this  perilous  moment,  from  reli- 
gious strife,  and  from  that  death-doing 
polic^,  which  would  teach  one  part  of  the 
empire  to  cut  the  throats  of  the  other  in  a 
metaphysical,  ecclesiastical,  unintelligible 
warfare. 

I  call  upon  you  to  guard  your  empire 
from  such  an  unnatural  calamity,  and  four 
millions  of  your  fellow  subjects  from  a 
senseless,  shameless,  diabolic  oppression. 
You  come  on  the  call  of  the  House  to  de- 
cide, as  you  suppose,  a  great  question  re- 
garding the  people  of  Ireland ;  you  have 
to  say  to  them,  "  We  are  ruined,  unless 
we  stand  by  one  another,  we  are  ruined ; 
and  they  have  to  say  to  you,  we  re- 
quire our  liberties ;  our  lives  are  at  your 
service."  I  conclude,  Sir,  with  moving 
you,  "  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  State  of  the  Laws,  impos- 
ing Civil  Disabilities  on  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, professing  the  Roman  Catholic  Reli- 
gion.'* 

Doctor  Duigenan. — Sir,  in  rising  to  ad- 
dress the  House,  I  beg  to  premise  to  what 
I  am  about  to  say,  that  I  do  so  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  this  motion,  which  has 
been  brought  forward  with  so  much  vehe- 
mence. And  that  I  shall  be  able  to  shew 
that  the  House  will  depart  from  its  duty 
if  they  venture  to  entertain  this  question. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  df  stating  my 
opinion  as  shortly  as  possible  ;  and  on  tbe 
first  instance,  I  shall  give  my  humble 
view  of  the  immediate  question  before  the 
House.   • 

Catholic  Emancipatien,  as  it  is  now  da* 
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manded,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the 
repeal  by  act  of  parliament  of  all  the  sta* 
tutes  that  have  been  made  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Protestant  Chuirch  since  the  se* 
cond  of  Elizabeth  to  the  thirtieth  of 
Charles  2.  It  goes  to  annul  the  Act  of 
Uniformity^  and  also  the  Test  and  Corpo- 
tation  Acts,  passed  in  the  reign  of  the  last 
"mentioned  prince ;  and,  in  short,  to  break 
down  erery  bulwark  erected  since  the  Re- 
formation, in  defence  of  the  established  re- 
ligion. Nothing  else  will  content  the  Ca- 
tholics but  the  total  subversion  of  the  con- 
stitution in  Church  and  State. 

But  before  their  claims  can  be  granted, 
two  Unions  must  be  dissolved;  that  of 
England  with  Scotland,  and  also  that  of 
Great  Britain  with  Ireland;  in  both  of 
•which  it  is  declared,  that  the  Act  of  Uni- 
formity, and  other  acts,  for  the  secnrity 
of  the  Church,  shall  be  perpetually  bind- 
ing. 

All  these  acts,  in  their  preambles,  are 
declared  to  extend  to  England,  Ireland, 
and  to  the  town  of  Berwick-upon-'IWeed. 
The  House,  in  short,  is  called  upon  by  the 
right  lion,  gentleman,  to  repeal  acts  of  par- 
liament which  are  the  great  bolwarlu  of 
the  constitution  both  in  Church  and  State, 
particularly  against  Papists.  Now,  Sir, 
will  it  be  said,  that  the  only  way  of  effects 
ing  this  emancipation  is  by  repealing 
these  very  acts  ?  If  it  is,  what  then  be- 
'  comes  of  the  constitution  ?— 'What  become^ 
of  these  bulwarks  of  the  Church  ?-«Why 
every  able  lawyer,  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone 
and  others,  speak  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity, 
and  the  thirteenth  of  Charles  2,  as  the  bul- 
warks of  the  constitution :  and  this  very 
Act  of  Uniformity  was  enacted  especially 
and  particularly  against  Papists.  Then  I 
say  that  to  enisct  this  purpose  you  must 
repeal  these  acts  which  are  declared  to  be 
essential  and  fundamental  articles  of  the 
Unions  both  between  England  and  Scot- 
land, and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  Act  of  Union  between  Great  Br^- 
tain  and  Ireland  declares,  that  the  Churchy 
of  the  two  countries  is  to  be  one  and  the 
same  Church  fer  ever.  Then  how  is  this 
to  be  done  ?  Modern  philosophers  and 
modern  orators  make  light  of  these  consti- 
tutional guards,  though  their  ancestors  so 
highly  valued  them  ;  and  they  say  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  they  should 
be  repealed  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics. What  is  more,  both  the  king  and 
queen  of  these  realms  are  bound  to  swear 
that  they  will  inviolably  maintain  the 
Church  and  State  according  to  these  acts 
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of  Union,  and  yet  this  motion  goes  in  ths 
first  instance  to  repeal  these actsof  parlia- 
ment /or  the  purpose  of  carrying  what  is 
called  Catholic  Emancipation. 

What  is  it  the  Catholics  have  to  com- 
plain of?  Do  they  not  possess  all  the  li- 
berties that  the  other  subjects  have,  ex* 
cept  that  they  are  kept  from  certain 
places  and  emoluments  r  They  say  we 
will  not  confer  upon  them  civil  and  poli- 
tical power.  I  say  they  have  as fulland 
complete  religious  liberty  as  any  peo- 
ple dn  the  face  of  the  earth.  They  nave 
the  same  security  for  tbeir  lives  and  pro- 
perties, and  what  is  more,  they  may  sit  in 
paAiament  if  they  take  the  same  tests  and 
oaths,  which  all  other  people  do,  that 
every  person  in  this  House  takes :  and 
they  have  their  fhll  and  entire  liberty, 
the  same  as  enjoyed  by  any  other  subjects 
of  the  realm.  And  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  in  their  present 
state  enjoy  greater  secnrity  for  their  liber* 
ties,  their  lives,  and  their  properties,  than 
the  most  iiivoured  subjects  in  any  country 
ujpon  the  hct  of  the  earth.  They  have  at 
this  moment  even  more  political  liberty 
than  any  the  most  favoured  subjects  on 
earth.  Will  it  be  said  that  the  subjects  of  ' 
France  have  the  same  liberty?  Willie 
be  said  that  the  Germans  enjoy  the  same 
liberty  ?  Or  will  it  be  said  tfa^t  the  sub* 
jects  of  any  state  upon  the  continent  enjoy 
their  lives,  their  liberties,  and  their  proper- 
ties with  the  same  security  that  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  do  at  this  moment  ? 

Now,  I  say,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence to  the  Catholics  of  the  British  em* 
pire  at  large?  It  does  not  go  to  Ireland 
alone.  They  demand  a  full  equality 
throughout  the  empire : — in  the  army,  in 
the  navy,  they  claim  a  participation  in  all 
the  privileges  of  the  empire,  and  they  de- 
sire you  to  admit  them  to  all  places  of 
power  and  emolument  whatever.  That  is 
their  demand  ;  and  all  this  is  to  be  done 
at  the  expence  of  abolishing  all  the  acts 
that  I  hbTe  mentioned,  together  with  the 
two  acts  of  Union  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  between  England  and 
Scotland.  And  w,e  are  to  do  all  'this  to 
gratify  the  ambition  of  a  set  of  subjects 
whose  principles  are  hostile  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  state ;  and  particularly 
whose  religious  principles  are  hostile,  as  I 
shall  shew  directly ;  and  this,  too,  upon 
authentic  grounds,  and  not  merely  from 
declamation;  but  I  shall  read  the  par- 
ticular proof  of  it,  which  will  shew,  that 
they  are  directly  and  essentially  hostile  to 
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the  Btate  in  every  thing.    And  I  would 
ask  also,  who,  that  is  a  true  Catholic, 
is  not  hostile  to  the  state  ?  And  pray  how 
are  we  to  be  secured  if  they  are  to  be 
emancipated,  as  they  are  pleased  to  call 
it,  by  their  usurpation  of  our  constitution  ? 
The   first  thing  they  say  is,  that  they 
have  a  right  to  religious  liberty.-     For 
God's  sake  do,  gentlemen,  consider  who 
the  people  are  that  call  for  this  religious 
liberty  ?    The    most  intolerant  set  that 
erer  was  on   the   face  of  the  earth  in 
the  profession  of  any    religion    in  any 
country.      The  most  intolerant  set  ever 
heard  of  in   the  history  of  the  world, 
even  more  intolerant  than  Mahometans. 
They  allow  others  no  liberty  of  conscience 
whatever.    Their  tenets  teach  them  totally 
to  destroy  every  person  differing  from 
them  in  faith ;  and  they  do  not  even  allow 
any  person  to  indulge  in  their  own  prin- 
ciples.   Why,  what  was  done  at  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  new  constitution  of  Spain? 
The  very  first  act  of  the  Cortez«— the  6rst 
article  of  their  proceedings  was,  that  the 
Koman  Catholic  religion  should  be  the 
religion  exclusively  of  the  state,  and  that 
no  other  religion  should    be    tolerated. 
That  was  the  very  first  article  declared, 
and  these  are  the  very  people  who  are  con- 
tinually talking  and  crying  out  about  reli- 
gious liberty ! — a  liberty  which  they  them- 
selves never  allow  to  any  one  whatever ! 
In  Ireland,  it  is  true,  they  dare  not  quarrel 
with  the  people  of  another  religion,  where 
the  people  of  that  religion  are  thinner  than 
they  are.    And  the  advice  given  to  them 
by  their  doctrinal  councils  on  the  subject 
of  their  faith  is,  *'  If  the    heretics  are 
stronger  than  you,  you  should  not  make 
war  upon  them,  because  that  may  be  at- 
tended   with    your  ruin.^l     Bellarmine, 
their  great  advocate,  advises  them  to  sub- 
mit when  they  are  the  weaker    party. 
*'  HsereticQs  non  Bello  petendos  com  sunt 
nobis  potentiores."    The  short  and  the 
long  of  which  is,  that  their  impotence 
alone  is  the  inference  of  their  humanity. 
They  pretend  to  claim  a  right  to  religious 
liberty  !    Why,  Sir,  that  religious  liberty, 
notwithalending  they  are  .so  intolerant,  is 
already  given  up  to  them.      No  person 
gives  them  any  where  the  least  disturbance 
or  annoyance.     In  Ireland  they  have  just 
as  much  liberty  in  that  respect  as  the 
Established  Church  itself;   and  if  that  is 
the  case,  what  right  have  they  to  come 
here,  and  pretend  to  demand  the  right  of 
leligious  liberty,  which  is  not  denied  to 
them,  and  which  they  have  at  this  mo- 
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ment,  notwithstanding  the  principles  of 
their  religion  are  such  as  I  have  stated? 
Now,  Sir,  I  do  profess  myself  a  great 
friend  to  religious  liberty  ;  and  I  say  that 
the  principles  of  any  sect  of  religion  do  not 
recommend  resistance  to  the  state.  I 
think  every  denomination  of  people  is 
entitled  to  religious  liberty. 

I  never  was  an  enemy  to  the  Catholici 
where  their  tenets  were  not  hostile  to  the 
state;  and  in  mv  mind,  as  far  as  thatgoe% 
they  are  entitled  to  a  full  and  absolute  en- 
joyment of  their  religious  liberty;  and  I 
thmk  that  this  Emancipation  will  never 
give  them  more  liberty  than  they  have 
now. 

The  second  reason  given  for  their  being 
entitled  to  Emancipation  is  their  numbers, 
their  wealth,  and  their  power.  Now,  Sir, 
let  the  truth  of  that  assertion  be  examined; 
and  do  not  let  us  take  mere  assertion  alone. 
It  is  insisted  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
amount  to  four  millions  of  the  people  of 
that  country ;  and  they  would  have  us  be- 
lievethat  the  Protestants  of  the  Established 
Church  are  not  as  one  to  ten  compared 
with  them.  But  is  this  assertion  founded 
upon  any  report,  or  any  authentic  calcu- 
lation laid  upon  the  table  of  parliament  ? 
No,  Sir,  they  call  upon  us  to  take  their 
statement ;  for  they  have  given  us  nothing 
like  the  appearance  of  calculation,  but 
mere  assertion.  Now,  Sir,  let  that  be 
compared  with  the  most  authentic  calcu- 
lations that  have  been  made.  There  is 
now  a  Bill  in  parliament  for  numbering  the 
people  of  Ireland,  to  which  I  am  a  hearty 
friend,  and  to  which  I  shall  give  my  warmest 
support,  although  it  comes  from  the  right 
hon.  baronet  opposite  (sir  John  Nevlrport), 
The  only  thing  like  an  authentic  calcula- 
tion that  has  been  made  upon  this  subject 
was  from  the  return  of  the  hearth-money 
collectors  in  Ireland  some  years  back ; 
and  the  calculation  then  made  was  at  an 
average  of  six  persons  to  a  house,  and  at 
this  average  instead  of  the  Catholics 
amounting  to  four  millions,  the  whole 
population  did  not  exceed  2,600,000;  and 
since  that  calculation,  I  have  inyself 
procured  an  estimate  of  the  population  in 
two  of  the  most  extensive  and  fertile 
parishes  in  Ireland;  parishes  which  are 
considered^  the  most  populous  in  all  the 
country.  I  mean  the  parishes  of  Lisburn 
and  Glannevin  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
and  there  the  number  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  Protestant  and  Catholic,  were  at 
an  average  of  five  and  one-fourth  persons 
to  a  house,  and  those  are  the  most  thriving 
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parishes  in  all  the  country ;  the  people  art 
fully  employed,  and  they  are  almost  en- 
tirely engaged  in  the  linen  manufacture. 
But  in  other  large  parishes  the  average  is 
not  near  so  great.  Sorely  in  the  miserable 
cabins  in  Which  the  poor  Irish  peasan^y 
live,  and  where  the  still  more  miserable 
tenants  send  out  their  children  to  get 
bread  by  working  for  farmers^  which  is 
-prevalent  almost  throughout  the  kingdom, 
the  calculation  must  be  infinitely  less  than 
^ve  to  a  house ;  and  from  the  retams  I  re- 
ceived, taking  the  highest  average,  I  have 
every  reason  to  think,  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  do  not  now  amount  to  three  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  souls  in  the 
whole  kingdom.  But,  Sir,  there  are  other 
calculations  very  worthy  of  remark.  In 
1731,  there  was  a  calculation  made  by  a 
Roman  Catholic  bishop.  Dr.  Burke^  titular 
bishop  of  Ossory,  and  published  at  Ant- 
werp in  the  year  1762,  called  Hibemia 
Dominicana ;  and  that  shews  that  jihe  po» 
pulation  of  the  whole  kingdom,  even  in 
1762,  did  not  amount  to  two  millicAs  ill 
the  whole.  Now  it  is  very  probable  that 
this  bishop  had  very  exact  returns,  and  he 
not  only  tells  you  the  amount  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  country,  but  the  relative 
numbers  of  Roman  Catholics  to  Protes- 
tants. He  says  the  Roman  Catholics 
amounted  to  1,300.000,  and  the  Protes- 
tants to  700,000.  The  calculation  of  this 
man  was  first  published  at  Antwerp,  and 
from  this  it  appears  that  the  proportion  of 
Catholics  to  Protestants  at  that  time  was 
but  as  about  three  to  one.  Such,  Sir,  was 
the  calculation  in  1762,  the  proportion 
not  being  more  than  two  millions  in  the 
whole.  And  yet  it  is  said  that  since  that 
time  they  have  doubled  their  numbers,  in 
spite  of  all  the  emigrations  to  America, 
the  drains  to  the  army,  and  the  other  ca- 
sualties that  have  happened  since  that  time. 
Will  the  House  believe  that  the  popula- 
tion of  Ireland  was  doubled  in  60  yeart^ 
when  they  look  at  the  population  of  Great 
Britain  since  the  Revolution.  Why,  Sir, 
in  England  and  Wales  they  have  not 
added  more  than  three  millions  to  theif 
numbers  since  1689.  The  return  made 
at  the  Revolution  was  at  7,000,000,  and 
the  last  calculation  amounted  only  to 
10,000,000;  so  that  in  England  and 
Wales,  from  1689  down  to  about  eleven 
years  ago,  the  gross  calculation  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country,  was  only  increased 
by  three  millions.  I  think  therefore  the 
House  will  pause  before  it  believes  the 
prodigious  calculation  with  respect  to  Ire- 
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land!  ktiA  I  am  persoaded^  when  tht 
grounds  of  the  gentleman's  calcdlation 
come  to  bo  examined,  they  will  be  found 
to  be  extremely  fallacious.  However, 
whether  I  am  right  and  they  are  wrong, 
or  vice  vena,  I  shall  be  a  friend  to  the  Bill 
of  the  right  hon.'eentleman  over  the  way, 
which, inave  no  doubt, will  set  the  matter 
at  rest  For  my  own  part,  1  only  speak  of 
the  probability  of  the  thing,  and  I  can 
find  no  other  foundation  for  the  assertion 
on  the  other  side  except  mere  assertion; 
and  I  hope  one  assertion  is  as  good  as  ano* 
thtr. 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  wealth  and 
power  of 'these  liioil  formidable  ^ornaa 
Catholics,  who,  without  yoo  indulge  them 
in  these  wonderfpl  ttnnge  privileges  the^ 
demand,  aiid*which  their  religion  disablea 
them,  and  oogfat  to  disable  them,  from  en« 
joytog,  as  long  as  they  cofttinne  to  hoM ' 
the  principlei  they  do;  and  who,  it  it 
said,  onlesft  yoo  do  ibm,  will  fly  into  open 
rebelHoD.  Their  wealth  Is  stated  at  a  pro- 
digioos  rate  imieed ;  but  the  statement  ie 
not  confined  merely  to  petaonal  property; 
bot  to  real  property  also.  Now,  I  say, 
that  the  statement  with  respect  to  both  it 
gn>ssly  exaggerated.  As  to  real  property^ 
it  is  notorious  that  the  Catholics  ao  not 
potaess  one  oat  of  forty-nine  pirts  of  tlie 
whole  kingdom  ;  and  with  respect  to  com* 
mercial  'propertv,  notwithstanding  tho 
exaggerated  and  misrepresented  state- 
ments of  their  wealth  and  progress  in 
commerce,  it  is  very  wall  known  from  the 
most  judicious  calculationt  that  they  have 
not  one  out  of  ten  parts  of  the  commercval 
wealth  of  the  country.  So  here  are  forty* 
eight  out  of  forty-nine  parts  out  of  the 
real  property,  and  nine  out  of  ten  of  the 
personal  property  in  possession  of  the  Pro* 
testants;  and  yet  the  Roman  Catholtct 
ostentatiously  hold  forth  that  tibey  are  tliA 
people  of  Ireland !  and  they  say,  forsooth, 
that  this  is  a  contest  between  England  and 
Ireland ;  and  that  all  Ireland  is  op  in  aima 
for  this  claim  of  emancipation ! 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  in  these  Petition^ 
I  denv  that  they  are  an)r  ef  theb  older 
than  five  days :  the  msjority  of  them  nd 
having  had  existence  for  more  than  two  ot 
three  days.  But  scjme  of  these  Petitions 
are  said  to  be  the  Petitions  of  the  Protest 
tants  of  Ireland  in  favour  of  the  Romim 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  For  my  own  part, 
I  can  sey  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  in 
many  coimties  in  Ireland  there  have  been 
many  attempts  made  to  procure  Protestant 
signatures,  but  they  hate^  ilways  beeii 
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scouted  :   and   in  many  instances  where 
they  did  give  them,  they  were  surrep- 
titiously obtained.    Two  Petitions,  1  know, 
were  signed  at  night,  by  threats.     1  know 
Petitions  have  been  signed  by  the  Protes- 
tants in  parts  of  the  country,  where  the 
Catholics  are  predominant,  as  in  the  south^ 
of  Ireland.    There,  Sir,  the  people  do  not 
live  in  towns  as  they  do  here,  which  ren- 
dered the  prospect  of  intimidation  favour- 
able.    Private  emissaries,  I  know,  were 
tent  about,  and  wherever  there  was  a  Pro- 
testant farmer,  there  was  private  intima- 
tion sent  to  him,  that  if  he  did  not  sign 
the  Petition  in  favour  of  the  Catholics,  his 
house  would  be  set  fire  to.     (Hear,  hear  ! 
and  a  laugh  from  general  Matthew.)   I  am 
glad  to  hear  so  much  mirth  from  the  face- 
tious orator  opposite,  a'  good  bon-fire  is  a 
handsome  thing,  but  not  so  pleasant  to  the 
tufTerers.    The  truth,  however,  of  the  fact 
is  notorious ;  and.  Sir,  I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge,  that  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
wherever  there  was  a  poor  Protestant  who 
followed  a  retail  business,  there  were  mes- 
sages sent  about  to  him,  that  if  he  did  not 
sign  the  Petition,  he  should  lose  all  bis 
Catholic  customers,  and  that  no  Catholic 
f bould  deal  with  him ;  and  that,  when  it 
is  recollected  that  the  lower  orders  of  the 
society  are  all  Catholics,  was  a  very  se- 
rious thing  to  a  man  in  his  situation.    That 
sort  of  conduct  had  some  effect,  but  very 
little.    I  know  this  Petition,  which  was 
said  to  be  the  Petition  of  all  the  Protestants 
of  Dublin,  (but  which  I  totally  deny)  was 
signed  in  a  very  curious  way.    A  copy  of 
this  Petition  was  left  at  the  Commercial 
coffee-house  in  Dublin,  in  a  private  room 
in  the  house,  and  when  any  one  went  in  to 
take  some  refreshment,  the  question  was 
put  to  him  first,  "  Sir,  will  you  sign  a  Pe- 
tition for  the  emancipation  of  the  Ca- 
tholics ?''  The  man  would  say,  be  was  not 
determined  yet,— "  I  have  not  seen  it.'* 
*'  Sir,  that  is  not  the  question,''  was  the 
reply.    *'  But  will  yon  sign  the  Petition/' 
And  this  was  the  way  throughout  the 
piece.    The  man  was  not  shewn  the  Peti- 
tion,, and  it  was  detained  from  him  until  he 
should  say  he  would  sign  it ;  and  even 
we  were  told  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  Petition,    that    the 
names  attached  to  it  are  not  the  names  ac- 
tually written  'by  the    ostensible    sub- 
scribers, (for  they  were  taken  away)  but 
that  they  were  only  fairly  transcribed ; 
so  that  we  have  only  the  fair  copy ;  and 
that  rough  copy,  from  which  alone  we 
could  at  all  juage  of  its  authenticity,  is 
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kept  from  us.     How  do  we  know  that  this 
is  a  genuine  Petition  ?  It  is  not  stretching 
our  suspicion  too  far  to  doubt  it    But  yet 
we  are  called  upon  to  believe  that  these 
are  the  Petitions  of  the  Protestant  pro- 
prietors of  Ireland — a  more  fallacious  way 
of  judging  cannot  be  found?  There  may,. 
however,  be  names  of  respectability  at- 
tached to  it.    There  are  families,  I  know, 
in  Ireland,  one  of  whose  names  was  men- 
tioned here  to-night  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, in  his  speech,  who  have  lent  their 
names  to   these   Petitions — The  Powers, 
and  others.     I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
these  are  not  people  of  rank  and  property, 
but  all  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  those  are  not 
the  Petitions  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  ; 
and  I  say  that  in  consequence  of   the 
threats  that  have  been  used  to  procure 
signatures,  the  manner  in  which  the  Peti- 
tions were  signed,  together  with  the  cir- 
cumstance of  our  having  no  opportunity 
of  knowing  who  the  subscribers  are— tfaie 
House  is  not  authorized  in  paying  the 
least  attention  to  them.    I  will  venture  to 
assert,  that  not  one  Protestant  in  a  handred 
has  signed  it.    I  know  for  my  own  part, 
the  Petition  was  received  with  the  utmost 
indignation  in  the  north.    I  did  hear  that 
some  Presbyterian  ministers  signed  the 
Petition ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
their  congregations  turned   them  out  of 
the  meeting-houses,  locked  up  the  doors, 
and  excluded  them  for  ever :  these  per- 
sons, I  say,  were  locked  out  for  ever,  ih 
consequence  of  signing  this  Petition  (a 
loud  laugh  from  general  Matthew.)     H 
gives  me  great  pleasure  when  I  can  ex« 
tract  a  laugh  from  the  hon.  gentleman,  he 
is  such  an  incomparable  hero,  and  such  an 
admirable  orator. 

Sir,  there  never ^as  so  gross  an  attempt 
to  impose  upon  the  English  nation,  as  the 
assertion  that  the  Protestants  of  Ireland 
are  favourable  to  Catholic  claims ;  and  I 
am  sure  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  if  be 
knew  the  means  adopted  to  procure  the 
signatures  to  these  Petitions,  he  would  not 
have  brought  the  subject  forward ;  nothing 
would  have  induced  him  to  lend  himself  to 
so  gross  an  imposition  upon  the  sober  judg- 
ments of  the  people  of  England. 

Why  then.  Sir,  even  taking  for  granted 
that  the  signatures  to  these  Petitions  are 
the  genuine  expression  of  the  sense  of  the 
Protestants  who  are  alleged  to  have  signed 
them  (which  I  conscientiously  doubt)  still 
I  deny  that  it  is  the  Petition  of  the  whole 
Protestant  inhabitants  of  Ireland.  I  main* 
tain  most  confidently  that  it  is  not. 
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According  to  the  best  calculation  of  the 
relatiye  nambers  of  Protestants  and  Catho- 
lics in  Ireland^  the  Roman  Catholics  bear 
a  proportion  to  the  Protestants,  as  three  to 
two :  that  is,  the  Protestants  are  two  parts 
out  of  Bve ;  and  they  are  in  possession  of 
the  property  of  the  country :  and  as  to 
the  Petitions,  there  is  not  one  sensible  man 
amongst  these  Protestants  who  signed 
them,  except  those  gentlemen  to  whom  I 
have  alkided. 

As  for  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  who  have  taken  up  this 
question,  they  and  their  friends,  though  I 
admit  they  are  very  respectable,  have 
taken  it  ap  obviously*  to  create  an  influ- 
ence for  themselves  in  Ireland.  I  know 
they  are  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  respec- 
table part  of  the  persons  who  support  the 
Catholic  claims,  and  I  know  there  are  se- 
veral other  gentlemen  of  great  respecta- 
bility in  Ireland,  who  ffive  this  question 
their  countenance.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  there  are  not  some  gentlemen  of  con- 
siderable property  who  have  signed  the 
Petitions  ;  but  I  say,  the  larger  proportion 
of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  are  absolutely 
and  decidedly  averse  to  Catholic  emanci- 
pation. 

Now,  Sir,  so  much  for  numbers*  which 
geems  to  be  the  strongest  argument  i^sed 
on  this  occasion ;  and  that  is  the  argument 
upon  which  I  also  depend*  Now,  Sir,  I 
will  take  the  property  and  consideration 
of  the  country  into  calculation,  and  put- 
ting them  against  the  lower  orders,  and 
let  the  House  see  whether  they  can  be 
properly  called  the  nation.  Why,  Sir,  it  is 
a  play  upon  words  to  talk  of  setting  them 
in  competition  with  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 
land. Compared  with  the  Protestants  of 
Ireland,  they  are  nothfhg.  Why,  Sir,  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland  are  able,  without 
any  assistance  from  this  country  at  any 
time,  to  keep  them  down. 

In  the  year  1703,  a  rebellion  broke  out 
in  Ireland,  under  circumstances  of  a  very 
violent  nature.  The  Protestants  knew  that 
a  rebellion  was  preparing,  but  they  did 
not  know  it  was  so  near  its  explosion. 
They  ran  to  arms  instantly,  however,  as 
soon  as  they  knew  of  it — they  put  down 
that  rebellion  in  one  month  ;  and  though 
lord  Coniwallis  was  sent  from  hence  to  put 
it  down,  he  nor  his  troops  did  not  arrive 
till  the  battle  of  Vinegar-hill  was  fought, 
which  completely  discomfited  and  destroy- 
ed the  rebels,  so  far  as  their  nuraben 
were  thought  considerable.  There  were 
30,000  of  them  at  that  place  in  a  body  or 
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mob ;  but  t}iey  were  all  jlifpened  at  onc« 
by  the  Irish  Protestants;  so  that  lord 
Clornwallis  had  no  more  to  do  in  putting 
down  that  rebellion,  than  any  other  gene* 
ral  officer  in  this  country. 

In  short,  no  man  would  lament  more 
than  I,  the  recurrence  of  a  similar  cala- 
mity ;  but  I  am  convinced  thai  the  Pre* 
testants  of  the  country  are  alone  able  to 
put  down  any  such  disturbance,  should  it 
happen  again ;  so  that  the  people  of  £ng>«. 
land  need  not  be  alarmed  about  the  power 
and  consequence  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland  ;  for  the  facts  are  directly  the 
contrary  to  what  is  alleged.  The  state  of 
the  nation  is  as  I  state  it ;  and  as  the  Bri* 
,tish  minister  thought  at  the  time  he  sent 
over  the  British  troops.  The  first  English 
regiment  of  militia  sent  over  in  1708,  was 
the  Buckinghamshire  regiment,  com- 
manded by  the  marc|uis  of  Buckinghaaa 
himself,  and  his  lady  in  person.  That  waa 
the  first  regiment  sent,  and  it  did  not  coovi 
over  till  eight  days  afler  the  battle  of  Vw 
negar'hill,  which  had  put  a  stop  to  the  re» 
hellion.  Now,  Sir,  so  much  for  the  power 
and  numbers  of  the  Catholics  in  Irelao4» 
which  seems  to  be  the  sole  and  chief  ar-p 
gnment  in  their  favour. 

The  next  argument  we  hear,  Sir,  is,  that 
the  Catholics  are  entitled  to  emancipatioa 
on  the  score  of  their  services  in  the  army 
and  navy ;  and  really.  Sir,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  part  of  the  subject  has 
been  dealt  with,  one  would  naturally  in- 
fer, that  all  the  component  paru  of  the 
regiments  in  our  pay  were  Irish  Romaa 
Catholics,  whereas,  in  fact,  one  half  the 
privates  of  the  Irish  regiments  and  all  the 
officers  are  Irish  Protestants.  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say  at  least  one  half  and  more* 
Now,  Sio  because  the  Irish  are  willin§^  to 
shed  their  blood  in  defence, of  their  king 
and  country,  it  is  to  be  said  that  all  these 
are  Irish  Roman  Catholics.  Why  the  fact 
is  quite  the  contrary;  because  the  Pro- 
testants are  more  disposed  to  go  in^  the 
army  than  the  Roman  Catholics.  There 
is  scarcely  a  Protestant  in  the  north-->I 
may  say  forty  out  of  fifty  Protestants  in 
the  north  wbo  have  not  served  in  the 
army.  Pray  what  is  the  merit  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  soldier  ?  The  man  who  is  a  sol- 
dier in  the  army,  lives  a  great  deal  better 
than  the  man  who  is  obliged  to  work  in 
the  field  by  his  daily  labour  for  his  living. 
Besides  does  he  not  enlist  at  his  own  plea- 
sure ?  He  is  not  pressetl  into  the  service* 
He  lists  from  an  heroic  spirit— and  prefers 
the  idle  life  of  asoldier^  to  the  more  slavish 
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one  of  hedging  and  ditching :  and  pray  U 
there  any  thing  nnreatonable    that  the 
subjects  of  the  King  (of  whatever  religion 
they  may  be)  shonid  be  called  upon  to 
defend  these  liberties  which  they  enjoy  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow  snb« 
jects  ?  for  I  maintain  that  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics enjoy  more  liberty  of  person,  and 
greater  protection  of  property,  than  the 
most  faToared  subjects  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.     Look  at  the  people  of  France^  of 
Germany,  of  the  Iberian  peninsula,  and  of 
Italy,  and  can  you  find  a  more  highly  fa- 
voured people  than  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land.    In  Ireland  you  see  the  people  go- 
Terned  under  a  benign  constitution,  their 
lives,  their  liberties,  and  their  properties 
secure,  whilst  in  those  states,  these  valu- 
able privileges  bf  the  wretched  people  are 
at  the  merciless  tyranny  of  their  despotic 
governors.     Will  the  comparison  stand  } 
What  is  the  happy  state  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  compareu  with  the  miseries  of  the 
wretched  people  on  the  continent  ?    Pray 
what  reason  is  there  to  suppose  that  the 
^   Irish  Catholic  has  any  extraordinary  merit 
when  he  enlists  at  his  own  will  and  plea- 
sure ?  Or  that  there  is  any  peculiar  hard- 
ship in  his  serving  under  a  Protestant  offi- 
cer ?    Is  there  any  more  duty,  or  any 
greater  task  put  upon  him  than  upon  any 
other  man  who  takes  his  chance  in  the 
army,  and  who  enlists  rather  than  be  a 
common  labourer  ?  For  I  know  that  is  the 
reason  many  of  them  do  enlist.    They  are 
naturally  a  brave  set  of  men^  and  when 
they  get  into  the  army,  they  are  as  good  as 
any  other  men ;  and  when  they  get  abroad, 
and  are  mixed  along  with  their  Protestant 
fellow  soldiers,  they  do  their  duty  as  well 
as  them.  But  what  claims  have  they  from 
this  to  what  is  called  emancipation  ?    Are 
they  in  a  less  happy  state  than  any  other 
men  of  their  same  rank  in  life  in  thekins- 
dom  ?    While  on  the  contrary  how  mucn 
more  happy  are  they  than  the  rest  of  their 
fellow  creatures  abroad  ?   They  are  not 
dragged  to  the  army  in  chains,  as  Uie 
wretched  soldiers  are  in  France  and  Ger- 
many^.    They  enlist  voluntarily,  and  what 
particular  merit  have  they  more  than  any 
other  men  of  their  rank,  in  entering  the 
army  ?   They  are  well  clothed,  and  paid 
for  It,  and  live  infinitely  better  tiian  as 
common  labourers. 

Now  with  respect  to  the  navy  the  case 
with  them  is  the  same,  except  this,  that 
their  numbers  in  the  navy  are  much  more 
over  calculated.  The  snipping  ports  of 
Ireland  are  not  at  all  to  be  compared  with 
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those  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  c<Ib- 
sequently  the  navy  must  be  composed  cf ' 
all  infinitely  greater  number  of  £r>glish 
and  Scotch  than  can  possibly  be  reared  in- 
Ireland ;  and  yet  Irishmen  are  admitted 
into  the  navy  ;  and  indeed  we  have  a  me* 
morable  instance  which  gives  us  informa- 
tion upon  that  subject,  namely,  the  meet* 
ing  at  the  Nore  in  17Q7,  where,  accordhsg- 
to  the  report  laid  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  appeared  that  almost  all  the  per* 
sons  concerned  in  that  mutiny  were  Irish- 
men, except  a  few  marines.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  even  ad-' 
mitting  them  to  be  four  millions,  to  turn 
out  one-third.  of  the  army  and  navy  of 
Great  Britain,  when  it  is  recollected  thai 
they  are  only  as  four  to  thirteen  millions  ; 
and  more  particularly  that  one-third  can- 
not be  Catholics,  from  the  calculation  i 
have  shewn. 

As  to  the  complaint  of  their  having  no 
prospect  of  promotion  in  the  army,  it  is 
without  foundation,  because  they  may  at- 
tain the  rank  of  any  officer  short  of  ge- 
nerals on  the  staff  and  generals  in  chief; 
therefore  they  are  out  of  their  reckoning 
when  they  say  they  sufi^  hardships  under 
this  bead  ;  for  it  is  really  without  founda- 
tion. And  what  right  have  they  to  call 
for  emancipation  at  the  expence  of  keepifl]^ 
their  Protestant  fellow  countrymen  from  A 
participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  consti- 
tution ? — or,  as  I  ought  to  say  perhaps,  at 
the  expence  of  a  revolution  ;  for  I  main^ 
ts'fn,  that  there  never  was  a  greater  revo- 
lution in  France  than  would  follow  from 
the  abrogation  of  the  Acts  of  Union,  an4 
the  destruction  of  the  Test  and  Corpora^ 
tion  Acts,  as  they  are  all  declared  to  be 
the  bulwarks  of  the  constitution,  by  the 
first  lawyers. 

Therefore,  Sir,  I  say,  as  they  have  U6 
more  merit  for  their  services,  and  are  en- 
titled to  no  more  favour  than  the  rest  fX^ 
their  fellow  subjects,  it  would  be  the  height 
of  injustice  to  their  fellow  subjects  to  alter 
the  constitution,  and  create  a  revolution  in 
the  state  on  their  behalf. 

Think  of  the  injustice  of  this.  Will  yon 
sacrifice  the  interests  and  the  happiness  of 
thirteen  millions  of  people,  and  pull  down 
to  the  ground  the  venerable  fabric  of  the 
British  constitution  in  church  and  state,  lo 
satisfy  the  ambitious  desires  of  2,500,000 
of  the  lowest  orders  of  the  community  in 
another  country  ?  And  this,  too,  a  people 
whose  spiritual  and  political  opini6ns 
persons  of  the  soundest  judgment  and  the 
deepest  knowledge  in  the  taw  pronooDOt 
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to  be  dangerous  to  the  tUte !  If  geailemeB 
veally  wish  to  have  the  Popish  religioQ 
established  again  ; — if  tbey  wish  the  pare 
spirit  of  the  constitution  to  be  engrafted 
upon  the  intolerant  principles  of  the  Bok 
nan  Catholic  religion^  in  the  name  of  God« 
if  tbey  think  it  wise  so  to  do,  let  them  do 
it ;  but  before  they  do  tt,  let  them  con« 
ault  the  opinions  of  I3,000>000  cf  the  Bri- 
tish  people,  before  they  do  all  the  mis* 
chief  for  the  sake  of  2,500,000.  But  if 
they  do  not  wish  the  religion  of  the  state 
to  be  altered,  and  if  they  do  not  wish  to 
see  the  power  of  the  Pope  again  established 
on  the  throne  of  this  country,  they  will  set 
iheir  faces  against  this  question  (Here  ge« 
neral  Mathew  laughed  loudly.)  I  cer« 
tainly  have  no  hope  of  being  ablf  to  make 
any  impression  upon  that  facetioas  oratoi^ 
{Aloud  laugh  throughout  the  House.) 

Now,  Sir,  I  must  say  a  word  or  two  ia 
addition  to  what  I  have  alfead^  said  oa 
the  subject  of  the  intoforaat  spirit  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  The  Catholics  are  the 
most  intulerant  set  of  people  in  the  world. 
Their  religion  never  allows  any  toleratioa 
to  any  other  religious  sect  but  their. owa. 
And  I  need  not  say  that  they  indalge  that 
spirit  wherever  they  have  the  power  to  en- 
force it  They  cry  oat  loudly  for  reli^as 
liberty  !  and  yet  they  are  Ae  most  into- 
lerant set  of  people  themselves  that  ever 
infected  the  world.  Look  at  the  works  of 
Dr.  Troy,  Dr.  Hossey,  and  Dr.  Milner ! 
and  youMl  see  what  an  intolerant  set  of 
people  they  are.  You  will  see  what  the 
doctrines  of  these  men  are.  They  baive 
proscribed  all  schools  except  Roman  Ca- 
tholic schools;  and  their  children  bav.e 
been  proscribed  iron)  going  to  Protestaat 
schools,  even  though  there  was  no  religion 
taught  in  them ;  and  allbou^  these  schoals 
were  perfectly  open  and  free  to  all  chil- 
dren whether  Catholic  or  Protestant.  Sir, 
if  the  House  doubts  my  word  upon  this 
subject,  let  them  look  at  Doctor  Coppin- 
ger's  letter,  where  they  will  see  a  still 
iorther  instance  of  this  sort  of  intolerance. 
In  that  letter,  domestics  are  forbid  to  at- 
tend prayers  in  a  Protestant  (hmilr*  Lst 
the  House  also  look  to  the  letter  of  Doctor 
Moylas,  in  which  he  draws  an  exclusiTe 
line  of  separation  between  the  people  of 
the  Protestant  religion,  and  those  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  religion.  What  is  this. 
Sir,  but  a  proof  of  their  holding,  no  iaith 
with  heretics  ?  Now,  Sir,  let  me  c^ll  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  that  i^ost  extra- 
ordinary oath  taken  by  tbekr  bishops  and 
ioferipr  clergy.    TJii»<HMbl  V^ta  ft^n 


that  ver V  letter  of  Doctor  Troy,  to  wbich  I 
have  alluded.  In  that  oath  they  sweat 
religion,  loyalty,  and  obedience  to  tlui 
Pope. 

[The  learned  doctor  here  read  thff 
oath,  in  which  the  person  taking  it  sweaff 
that  he  will  firom  henceforth  be  bound  to 
St.  Peter  and  the  church  of  Rome,  and  bik 
lord  the  Pope,  his  soccessors  and  gavep* 
nors;  and  any  attempt  that  shall  be  mad# 
to  offer  violeace  or  wrong  by  any  meain 
with  his  consent,  or  power  created  sa  ta 
do,  and  shall  most  willingly  discover  it  ta 
the  Papacy  of  Rome :  and  concluding,  by 
declaring  his  sincere  determination  lo 
maintain  the  rights,  honours,  and  privW 
le^ss  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  of  tba 
Pope,  his  honours  and  powers,  dwelling 
the  particular  emphasis  on  the  wonK 
*  Hsereticos  persequar  et  impugpabo.*} 

Now,  Sir,  see  what  the  nature  oT  this 
oath  ii^  Every  one  of  the  Catholic  bi" 
shops  of  Ireland,  nay,  every  one  of  thoip 
bishops  who  are  now  making  such  ui  99ih 
cry  about  raligions  liberty,  take  this  idan* 
tical  oath  of  fealty  lo  the  Pope ;  thatiFery 
Pope  who  is  now  a  dependant  upon  Bat- 
naparti.  These  are  ta^  men,  li^y,  wka 
would  have  all  these  claims  conceded^ 
without  any  proviso  ar  provision.  Wh«|l 
men  who  have  taken  this  o^  ta  tba  Pojpii 
and  bis  eDcceuorsvand  the  Pope  at  proiaat 
a  slave  of  Buonapartf !  and  his  sucaessaai 
likely  to  be  slaves  of  France !— -ta  be  ad- 
mitted to  soch  a  power  as  they  new  da^ 
mand !— As  to  the  temporary  impsisoo* 
ment  of  the  Pope,  it  is  no  sort  of  raasaai 
whatever  for  allowing  such  an  oath  to  tha 
Catholic  prelates.  Is  that  ciraomstanoa 
any  reason  that  thay  should  ba  admitt^ 
into  tha  possession  of  political  power  I  I 
never  was.  Sir,  an  enemy  to  the  Catholic 
religion,  or  an  enemy  to  any  of  its  mem- 
bers; but  upon  a  question  of  this  kind  ona 
is  bound  ta  conuder  well  their  claims  la 
be  admitted  to  an  unlimited  partieipatian 
in  the  benefits  of  the  constitution.  NoWt 
Sir,  sea  what  the  oath  of  tha  parish  priaH 
ii^  becanse  it  is  well  worthy  of  attention* 
The  Catholic  priest  acknowleduas  tha 
Holy  Catholic  Church  of  all  other  Churchas 
to  ba  tha  only  true  Church ;  and  he  pra« 
mises  and  swears  true  obedienea  to  the  hi* 
shop  of  Rome,  or  vicar  of  Jesus  Chrift* 
New  this  every  parish  priest  takes  before 
he  is  admitted  to  holy  orders;  and  he  alio 
swears  to  and  believes  in  the  infallibility 
af  funeral  cQunails.  But  I  shaU  noma  la 
general  connaila  presently. 
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for  religious  freedom,  who  are  themselves 
outrageous  and  violent  in  every  thing  they 
do  and  say.  I  think,  from  this  specimen 
of  their  disposition,  that  ihey  have  not 
much  claim  to  religious  freedom,  upon  the 
«core  of  liberality  in  themselves. 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  said  by  these  people, 
that  the  decrees  of  the  Pope  and  de- 
crees in  general  councils  are  infallible 
roles  of  conduct.  Now  Doctor  Troy 
admits  that;  and  he  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  the  Catholic  advocates.  In 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  those  de- 
crees, namely,  that  of  the  fourth  council 
of  Lateran,  it  is  ordered,  that  all  subjects 
shall  be  absolved  from  their  allegiance  to 
their  princes,  who  shall  deny  the  spiritual 
md  temporal  power  of  the  Pope;  and 
that  no  temporal  lord  shall  harbour  in  his 
house  any  heretic  ;  and  that  Catholic 
princes  are  bound  to  exterminate  from 
their  dominions  all  heretics ;  and  refusing 
•o  to  do,  they  shall  be  excommunicated. 
Now,  Sir,  this  is  an  article  of  their  faith, 
md  already  admitted  by  one  of  them- 
selves. These  oaths  they  take  in  their 
mdmission  to  the  priesthood  ;  whether 
they  are  bound  by  these  oaths  or  not,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say  ;  but  take  them  they 
certainly  do.  Now,  Sir,  this  same  decree  of 
the  council  of  Lateran  that  I  have  men- 
tioned to  you,  is  confirmed  by  the  councils 
of  Constance,  and  they  more  distinctly 
coefirm  that  part  of  the  council  of  Lateran 
which  makes  it  part  of  their  tenets  to  ex- 
terminate all  heretics.  Now  these  are  the 
opinions  of  those  men.  What  can  you 
•xpect  of  such  a  set,  coming  abroad  and 
talking  to  us  of  that  dreadful  want  of  reli- 
gious liberty  by  which  they  say  they  are 
precluded  from,  and  claim  a  right  to  be 
admitted  into  the  powers  of  the  state  ? 

It  is  said  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
mho  spoke  first,  that  the  power  of  the 
Pope,  whatever  it  might  be,  is  at  an  end, 
and  that  whatever  the  opinions  of  the 
people  might  be,  it  was  no  matter,  because 
the  people  had  no  power  to  carry  those 
opinions  to  the  dangerous  purposes  for 
which  they  were  calculated ;  and  that 
therefore  it  seemed  to  be  our  policy,  in 
order  to  keep  the  people  from  doing 
that  mischief,  not  to  keep  them  in  that 
way. 

S^r,  we  are  told  it  is  quite  enough  for  us 
to  satisfy  our  minds  that  there  is  no  dan- 
ger of  those  tenets,  or  of  the  capacity  of 
the  people  who  maintain  them,  to  do  the 
mischief  we  apprehend,  if  we  only  look  to 
the  history  of  Catholic  couDtriei!»  aad  the 
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conduct  of  Protestant  subjects.     It  is  al- 
leged, that  Protestants  in  those  countries'' 
are  loyal.    Why  are  they  so  ?     A  Pro- 
testant may  be  loyal  because  he  is  not 
|y>und  to  look  upon  his  neighbour  as  a 
heretic,  as  the  Roman  Catholics  are  with 
respect  to  Protestants.     But  Roman  Ca- 
tholic subjects  are  bound  by  their  religion 
to  exterminate  heretics ;    but  Protestants 
are  not  bound  to  exterminate  Catholics^ 
but  their  religion.  What  dependance  then 
can  you  have  upon  the  loyalty  of  such 
subjects  as  Catholics }     Let  me  ask,  een- 
tlemen,  how  it  is  possible  you  can  admit 
such  men,  with  safety,  to  the  benefits  of 
a  Protestant  government,  who  are  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Pope  ?  It  may  be  said 
that  they  are  loyal  subjects,  because  no 
man  in  this  country  owes  his  allegiance 
to  a  foreign  temporal    power.     I  admit 
they  may  be  peaceable  inhabitants,  but 
whatever  loyalty  they  may  have,  it  is 
from  fear  rather  than  from  any  attach- 
ment they  have  to  the  government.    It  is 
said,  that  the  power  of  the  Pope  is  now 
totally  void  bv  being  under  the  complete 
domination  of  the  ruler  of  France.    This 
is,  however,  merely  asserted,  not  shewn. 
No  man  will  deny  that  at  this  hour  he 
nominates  the  Irish  bishops.     There  is  not 
a  parish  priest  \n  all  Ireland  that  is  not 
appointed  by  the  Pope.    Now  no  person 
is  allowed  to  be  a  parish  priest  in  France, 
but  those  who  are  chosen  by  the  prefects 
of  Buonaparte ;  such  jealousy  does  be  show 
of  the  power  of  the   Catholic    liturgy. 
With  such  an  example  before  us,  then, 
what  reason  is  there  why  the  king  of  this 
country  should  not  have  a  similar  power 
over  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland 
as  Buonaparte  has  over  "those  of  France  } 
Buonaparte,  who  is  certainly  a  very  exe« 
crable  tyrant,  and  who  has  trampled  upon 
the  boundaries  of  right  and  wrong,  has 
yet  wisely  seen  the  necessity  of  having 
the  powerof  nominating,- not  only  bishops, 
but  of   appointing  every    parish  priest 
Surely  then  this  is  a  warning  to  the  su- 
preme ruler  of  this  country  to  take  care 
that  those  Irish  Catholic  priests  are  kept 
under  the  temporal  power  of  the  state* 
Surely  this  would  be  more  advantageous 
in  a  popular  state,  than  in  a  government 
where  the  ruler  is  a  despotic  monarch.-* 
The  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  have  the 
power  of  electing  their  bishops,  and  there 
is  a  great  portion  of  democracy  in  the 
British  constitution ;  surely  then  if  that  it 
the  case,  it  must  be  much  more  advanta* 
geotts  to  the  people  of  Irolaod,  if  the  Se» 
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man  Catliolic  persuasion  give  the  power 
I  have  just  been  describing,  to  the  mo* 
narcb  on  the  throne*  than  in  a  despotic 
country  where  the  people  have  no  power. 
But  these  people  want  to  be  left  as  tb«|r 
now  are,  with  all  these  dangerous  objec- 
tions  nnremoved.  I  trust  the  House,  be- 
fore they  suffer  them  to  have  any  more 
power  than  they  now  possess,  will  take 
good  care  not  to  be  too  lavish  in  their 
inattention  to  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  these  people 
deny  all  temporal  power  in  the  Pope. 
Can  you  believe  this,  when  it  is  very  well 
known  that  they  have  sworn  an  allegiance 
to  him,  infinitely  stronger  than  to  the 
crown  ?  And  when  it  is  arsoed  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  spirituality  he  is  in* 
vested  with  gives  him  no  temporal  power, 
I  completely  deny  it.  Was  it  ever  stated, 
or  ever  contended  that  there  was  not  a 
great  degree  of  temporal  power  attached 
to  the  spiritual  supremacy?  Now  then, 
Sir,  I  deny  the  truth  of  this  proposition, 
jn  as  much  as  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope  in  man  iages  cannot  be  denied.  That 
power  in  many  instances,  is  conclusive 
against  the  laws  of  this  land.  Why  then. 
Sir,  is  not  this  of  very  great  consequence? 
Because  if  you  controul  this  power,  and 
the  temporal  power  of  the  spiritual  autho- 
rity in  other  things,  will  yon  not  have  end- 
less petitions  on  your  table  against  the 
soundest  maxims  and  laws  of  the  land  in 
respect  of  the  adjudication  of  the  right  of 
property  ?  Will  it  not  then  be  called  a 
religious  grievance  ?  Suppose,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  you  decree  a  marriage  to 
be  defective,  by  certain  rites  of  marriage 
notbeing  duly  performed,  will  it  not  be  said 
to  be  an  unjust  and  an  intolerable  restric- 
tion ?  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  that 
it  gives  that  power  no  temporal  influence 
which  claims  a  right  to  decide  upon  the 
legality  of  marriages  ?  It  is  a  play  upon 
words  if  it  is  contended  that  the  present 
law  of  the  land  6oe»  not  give  such  a  power 
to  the  temporal  s^uthority  of  the  state.  If, 
therefore,  you  were  to  attempt  to  take 
away  this  power  from  the  spiritual  autho- 
rity of  the  Catholic  Church,  will  they  not 
complain  of  it  as  a  grievance  ?  It  is  said 
also,  that  excommunication  gives  them  no 
temporal  power.  I  say  that  power  must 
necessarily  be  a  temporal  power;  because 
though  it  is  Luminal ly  called  a  religious 
power,  it  is  nothing  without  the  temporal 
power  to  enforce  it ;  and  it  ii  impossible 
for  you  to  separate  the  spiritual  supre- 
macy from  the  temporal  supremacy,  be* 
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came  they  must  necessarily  be  tntiinately 
and  immediately  connected.  Such  powers 
never  existed  separately,  consistent  with- 
each  other,  in  any  state. 

Now,  in  Papal  Rome,  the  priests  and> 
others  had  a  very  great  temporal  influences 
and  I  say  that  they  must  always  have  even 
a  greater  power  than  is  permitted  by  tbe 
laws  of  this  state ;  and  they  will  have  that 
power  to  a  certain  degree  in  opposition 
to  all  your  laws  and  all  your  secoritiesy- 
as  long  as  the  doctrine  of  auricular  con- 
fession remains  a  part  of  their  teneti* 
That  doctrine  will  always  have  a  very 

Sreat  influence  in  whatever  part  .of  hia 
lajesty's  dominionn  it  is  exercised  by  tbo 
priesthood.  I  cannot  conceive  bow  it  it 
possible,  in  a  religion  like  this,  to  separate- 
temporal  influence  from  spiritual  autho*. 
rity,  becanite  they  are  so  inumately  blend- 
ed toffetber,  that  one  is  nothing  without 
the  other. 

Sir,  I  have  trespassed  a  long  time  on  tho 
attention  of  the  House ;  but  I  trust  thai 
in  giving  my  vote  against  this  motion,  I 
shall  not  be  considered  as  an  enemy  to: 
the  Catholics;  and  that  I  vote  against  it. 
becaoae  1  think  they  cannot,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  times,  be 
trusted  with  the  possession  of  political 
power. 

Sir  J.  C.  Hippidey. — ^The  sentiments, 
expressed  by  the  right 'hon.  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down,  are  so  much  in  op- 
position to  my  own,  that  I  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  give  some  reply  to  them. 
I  can  assure  the  House  that  I  am  disposed 
to  trespass  upon  their  patience  as  little  as 
possible,  considering  the  extent  and  im-- 
portance  of  the  subject,'  and  that  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  produce,  as  heretofore, 
volimninous  documents  in  support  of  my 
own  opinions.  My  wish  is  principally  to 
lead  the  attention  of  the  House  to  that 
kind  of  investigation,  which,  in  my  appre- 
hension, is  best  suited  to  repel  those  pre- 
judices which  may  be  considered,*  in  no 
small  degree,  as  hereditary,  and  which 
in  the  minds  of  but  too  many,  will  proba- 
bly be  aggravated  by  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  {—my  wish  is 
also  to  endeavour  to  set  the  minds  of 
others,' as  my  own  is,  at  rest,  as  to  any  dan- 
gerous consequences  to  be  apprehended 
fmm  farther  concessions  to  the  petitioners, 
even  to  the  foil  extent  to  which  the  argu- 
ment of  my  right  hon.  friend  who  moved 
the  question  was  disposed  to  carry  them : 
— pr^ided  luch  measures  of  coacomitant 
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I^islation  are  adopted*  zb  do,  in  fact,  con- 
BtUute  a  material  feature  of  the  state  po* 
Iky  of  evefy  other  nation,  and  have  not 
been  less  in  the  view  of  our  Catholic  an* 
cestors,  than  they  ought  to  be  in  our  own, 
tt  the  present  hour. 

The  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
has  again  recurred  to  the  poDtifical  oath, 
taken  by  bishops  at  their  consecration,  as 
pregnant,  in  his  opinion,  with  every  mis- 
chief, on  account  of  the  unqualified  obe- 
dience swora  to  the  Pope ;  and  he  em- 
phatically dwells  on  the  words  "  haereti- 
ces  persequar  et  impugnabo'^*  as  the 
pledge  of  ceaseless  persecution.— -He 
quotes  Dr.  Troy's  Pastoral  Letter  of  1793, 
t»  substantiate  his  charge  ;  but  at  length 
acknowledges,  that  the  see  of  Rome  did 
actually  admit  a  qualification  of  those 
hostile  words,  at  the  instance  of  the  em- 
press of  Russia.  In  this  respect  he  has 
told  the  truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth; 
§w  he  has  omitted  the  most  material  facts, 
namely,  that  the  very  words  he  objects 
to,  are  also  omitted,  in  the  pontifical  oath 
taken  by  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of 

*  In  vain  do  Catholics  protest  against 
the  interpretation  which  their  opponents 
insist  upon  giving  to  this  passage  of  the 
Pontifical  Oath. — ^We  have  seen  that 
Rome,  yielding  to  the  prejudice,'  has  with- 
drawn it  altogether,  both  with  respect  to 
the  Catholic  bishops  in  the  Russian  domi- 
nions, as  well  as  to  those  of  Ireland :— but, 
in  candour,  let  us  see,  also,  how  iar  the 
original  Pontifical  Oath  is  countenanced, 
in  this  respect,  by  the  words  of  the  Coro- 
nation Oath  of  tne  kings  of  Scotland,  as 
taken  by  king  William  and  queen  Mary. 

^  We,  William  and  Mary,  king  and 
qneen  of  Scotland,  futhfully  promise  and 
swear,  8cc,  &c.  to  maintain  the  true  reli- 
gion of  Christ  Jesus,  now  received  and 
preached  within  the  re?iilm  of  Scotland, 
and  shall  abolish  and  gain- stand  all  fialse 
religion,  contrary  to  the  same,''  &c.— 
'*  We  shall  be  careful  to  root  out  all  here- 
tics and  enemies  to  the  true  worship  of 
God,  that  shall  be  convicted  by  the  true 
Kirk  of  God  of  the  aforesaid  crimes,  out  of 
our  lands  and  empire  of  Scotland,''  &c.-— 
Such  is  the  Oath. 

On  a  reference  to  Steoart  of  Purdovan's 
Collections,  1802,  we  find  (bookiii.  table 
2,  of  Papists,  &c.)  "  that  our  sovereigns, 
by  their  Coronation  Oath,  are  to  root  out 
all  heretics,"  (as  in  the  recited  Oath) 
'*  which  only  binds  them,  at  least,  chiefly, 
to  execute  the  ktwsa^aal  PapisU>who 
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Ireland,  by  the  express  authority  of  th* 
see  of  Rome,  and  that  the  official  notifica- 
tion, authorising  such  omission,  is  given  at 
length  in  the  same  pastoral  letter  of  Dr. 
IJ^oy,  on  which  the  right  hon.  gentle^^an 
has  grounded  his  charge.  He  ought  ia 
candour  to  have  told  us,  that,  ia  179U 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  of  Ireland  ad<« 
dressed  the  see  of  Rome,  representing  the 
prejiudices  excited  by  a  reference  to  the 
oath  in  question,  at  the  same  time  ex« 
pressing  their  own  conviction,  that  the 
obedience  sworn  to  by  them  was  merely- 
an  abstract  canonical  obedience,  and  par-* 
fectly  consistent  with  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  their  sovereign.  Concerning  this  oath« 
nevertheless,  and  particularly  as  to  the 
words"  haereticos  persequar  etimpugnabo'' 
they  requested  an  authoritative  explana* 
tion  from  the  see  of  Rome,  which  might 
tend  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  had 
been  so  industriously  excited  in  the  poblie 
mind,  and  they  stated  that  this  waa  the 
more  important  as  they  were  then  on  the 
eve  of  an  application  to  parliament  tb  he 
relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  penal 

are  declared  common  enemies  to  all  Pro* 
tesUnt  states."     (Jas.  vi.  par.  16  and  IS.) 

Again  **  The  severity  of  our  lawa 
against  Papists  will  be  further  justified,,  if 
we  consider,  that  by  the  law  of  God  ido* 
laters  were'  put  to  death,"  (Deut.  xvii.) 
and  **  agreeable  thereto.  Popish  idolalera 
are  to  be  punished  with  death."  (By  the 
104  act,  par.  vii.  Ja.  6,  &c.) 

We  find,  however,  that  king  William  re* 
coiled  at  the  letter  of  his  oath,  when  he 
came  to  the  clause,  "  to*  root  out  all  here* 
tics."— -The  comroiasiQnera  quieted  hii 
oonecience,  by  leaving  it  to  his  own  con* 
stroction ;  and  the  king  took  the  oath  hi 
his  own  sense  of  it,  however  opposed  to 
the  letter  of  the  law  which  enjoined  it: 
Catholics  have  claimed  the  aame  indulv 
g^nce  for  their  Pontifical  Oath,  and  with 
more  reason  (if  we  take  Purdovan's  con* 
struction  of  the  Scotch  oath,)  hat  th^ 
have  not  been  allowed  it. 

So  were  king  William  and  queen  Mevjr 
constrained  to  take  oaths  recogniiing  the 
esti^ished  religions  of  both  England  and 
Scotland  to  be  eeeh^  distinctively,  the 
true  Protesuet  religion,  though  oppoaad 
to  each  other  in  doctrine  and  diseipHaflk 
To  thoae  who  wish  to  examine*  mlher 
into  the  so^ject,  vpe  reooounend  Steoaii 
of  Purdoean's  collections,  14902,^  and  the 
admirable  History  of  SeoilirndbyMAleolA 
eBq.]li|.P». 
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laws.    The  right  faon.  gentleman  might 
aAso  have  read  in  the  same  work,  that  on 
this  application  being  made,  the  Pope  di- 
rected the  congregation  de  Propaganda 
Fide  to  be  convened— a  tribunal  then  coni^ 
fisting  of  a  cardinal  prefect,  and  twenty- 
two    other  cardinals— and  the  resnll  of 
their  determination,    sanctioned   by  the 
Pope,  was  immediately  transmitted  to  the 
archbishops  of  Ireland.    Much  surprise 
appears  to  have  been  expressed  by  that 
tribunal,  at  the  objections  taken  to  the 
oath.    The  titular  archbishops  were  re- 
minded of  the  explanation  formerly  given 
of    the  same  oath,    by  the  late  titular 
archbishop  Butler  to   similar  objection^ 
raised  by  the  bishop  of  Cloy  ne;    and  the 
flftrained    persecuting  construction  of  the 
words  '*  hsereticos  persequar,''  &c.  was 
therein  pointedly  disavowed  by  Rotne. 
The  official  document  contains  also  the 
memorable  words  to  which  I  here  mone 
than  once  adverted  in  former  debates  in 
this  House,  namely,  that "  the  see  of  Rome 
never  taught  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept 
with  the  heterodox;  that  an  oath  to  kings 
separated  from  Catholic  communion,  can 
be  violated,  or  that  it  is  lawful  for  the 
bishop  of  Rome  to  invade  their  temporal 
rights  and  dominions.    We  too  pt  adds) 
consider  an  attempt   against  the  life  of 
kings  and  princes,  even  under  the  pretext 
of  relitrion,  as  an  horrid  and  detestable 
crime." — It  then  proceeds  to  state  the  le- 
gitimate  construction  of   the    pontifical 
oath  ;  but  adds,  that  as  that  oath  has  been 
80   grossly   misrepresented,    the    Roman 
Catholic  prelates  in  Ireland,  are  allowed 
in  future  to  make  use  of  the  same  form  of 
oath  as  was  directed  to  l>e  taken  by  the 
archbishop    of  Mohslow,   in  Russia,  in 
which  the  words  '*  haereticos  persequar  et 
impagpiabo/^  are  wholly  omitted  by  ex- 
press authority  of  the  Pope. — The  oath 
thus  substituted,  concludes  with  this  point- 
ed declaration,  <'  1  will  observe  all  these 
things  the  more  inviolably,  as  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  there  is  nothing  contained 
in  them,  which  can  be  contrary  to  the  fide- 
lity I   owe  to  the  most  serene  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  his  suc- 
cessors to  the  throne/'    Such  Is  the  oath 
as  modified  by  order  of  the  Pope  himself 
in   1791  ;    which  the  learned  doctor,  in 
candour,    ought    to  have    stated  to  the 
House;  the  whole  being  contained  in  the 
pastoral   letter  of  Dr.   Troy,  which    has 
fallen  so  much  under  his  animadversion. 

The  House,  I  trust,  will  permit  me  on 
this  occasion,  to  be  fomeMa;t  pointed  in 
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referring  to  a  doenmetrt  of  -so  mneh  loi* 
portadce  to  the  question,  etpeciaHy  m  il 
comprehends  a  victorions  answer  to  ihia 
allegations  lof  the  right  hon.  and  leameA 
gentleman.  I  have  ever  conceireil  it  l# 
be  the  doty  of  every  member  to  afford  tte 
House  sQch  information  as  he  coerld  giv^ 
on  80  weighty  a  subject ;  andl  hare  my** 
self  not  confined  my  opinions  to  the  walla 
of  the  Hoase.  Upon  a  questioii  iflvoHrin^ 
great  doubts,  at  least  in  the  miftids  «f  a 
considerable  mass  of  the  public,  as  ptxK 
posing  a  departure  from  the  state  polkrf 
of  our  ancestors,  I  considered  the  piMit 
also  to  be  entitled  to  the  fullest  information* 
ft  has  been  stated  of  the  petitioners  thai 
they  amount  to  a  population  of  fimrmlHiona; 
granted: — such  an  enauerfltion  leaveft^ 
however,  a  vaat  majority  of  the  people  0|K 
posed  to  them  ni  religious  oommQnion,im4 
deeply  impressed,  for  the  most  part,  witli 
*  strong  prejudices,  not  merely  against  t!i^ 
religious  tenets  of  Cathdicsiy  but  also  qaea^ 
tionmg  the  rategrtty  of  their  crril  ptmL 
clples.  To  disabose  aad  coonteract  tboe6 
prejudices,  should  be  the  object  of  everj^ 
good  subject  vrfae  bad  the  means  in  hit 
powor^-acting  in  the  letter  and  tpirit  of 
those  wise  admonitions  of  the  legnlatw^^ 
which  pratcribe  the  important  daty  mal 
advantage  of  connecting  oarseivas  wMl 
our  Catholic  fieUow-tnbjectt  by  the  ties  f^ 
**  mutual  interest  and  afiiectfon.''  h  thia 
view  also,  on  a  former  occasion,  I  endear 
voured  to  impress  the  House  with  a  sense 
of  the  propriety,  and,  in  my  apprehension, 
even  of  the  necessity  of  an  examinatioiiL 
of  this  subject,  in  a  more  satisfactory  man^ 
ner  than  couM  be  eflfocted  by  a  committea 
of  the  whole  House.  The  standing  orderl 
of  the  House,  on  a  question  aflecting  re- 
ligion, enjoined  indeed  such  a  committed 
as  the  first  step,  but  the  next  I  would  wisl^ 
to  adopt,  and  it  woafd  be  in  the  recollet^i 
tion  of  the  House,  that  I  iiave  repeatedt]f 
urged  it,  is  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee,  with  the  nsual  powers,  whese* 
In  all  the  bearings  of  the  existhig  lawf 
upon  the  question  might  be  adequately 
considered:  those  of  our  Catholic  ances- 
tors, not  less  than  those  subsequent  to  tha 
Reformation.  In  such  a  committee  als6 
the  most  tmportant  docaments  might  bk 
authenticated  :•— such  as  the  reference  to 
and  answers  of  die  six  Universities  i^ 
1789,  and  at  former  periods;  the  public 
dechirations,  addh!sses,  remonstrances^ 
&c.  of  the  Catholics,  avowing  theh*  tenets^ 
on  various  octatslons  subsequent  to  the  fte^ 
ibrmatton ;   tha  acts  likewise  of  gengnA 
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councils,  as  constructively  bearing  upon 
civil  and  social  duties  and  temporal  rights; 
and  the  interpretation  of  those  aois  given 
in  the  various  class  booksof  their  professors 
and  others,  as  taught  in  the  several  Catholic 
seminaries  of  education,  and  particularly 
in  those  existing  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Not  least  in  view  of  such  a  committee 
should  be  that  important  document  which 
the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man has  so  surprisingly  overlooked,  aud 
which  comprehends  in  itself  a  most  satis- 
factory answer  to  the  calumnies  heaped 
upon  the  see  of  Rome,  on  reference  to  the 
dispensing  and  deposing  doctiines  or  te- 
nets so  continually  imputed  to  her  as  in- 
juriously afi^ecting  other  states  ;  keeping 
ia  mind,  however,  the  essential  distinction 
between  the  acts  of  individual  Popes,  and 
those  of  the  see  of  Rome,  acting  on  the 
legitimate  basis  of  her  spiritual  authority. 
In  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  asser- 
tion could  only  be  repelled  by  assertion, 
with  but  little  advantage  to  the  question; 
but  in  a  select  committee,  documents,  such 
as  had  been  noticed,  might  be  deliberately 
examined,  and   those   which   tended    to 
throw  most  light  on  the  subject,  would  ne- 
cessarily be  noticed  in  the  report.     The 
constitution  of  the  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment of  the  Catholics,  with  the  relation  it 
bears  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  would  ne- 
cessarily form  a  material  feature  of  such  a 
report ;  and  a  reference  to  such  authorities 
and  illustrations  as  the  committee,  with  its 
usual   powers,  could    readily   command, 
would  enable  them  to  collect  a  mass  of 
evidence  of  the  most  material  import,  in 
forming  an  adequate  judgment  on  such  a 
question.     Such  a  committee  as  I,  in  a  for- 
mer debate,  observed  would  necessarily 
obtain  the  aid  of  the  most  eminent  muni- 
cipal lawyers  and  civilians,  not  excepting 
the  learned  and  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himself,  and   in  another    place,  it 
might  be  aided  also  by  all  the  information 
of  the  most  enlightened  prelates  of  the 
establishment.     It  seemed  scarcely  neces- 
sary to   anticipate  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  extensive  circulation  of 
the  report  of  such  a  committee  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom — preparatory  to  the 
ultimate  measure  of  legislation. 

The  right  honouraple  gentleman  has 
laid  much  stress  upon  the  obligation  in 
the  pontifical  oath  of  supporting  "  the 
royalties  of  2)aint  Peter,"  as  inferring  an 
unqualified  subjection  sworn  to  the  sove- 
reign pontiff.  Here  also  I  will  beg  to  re- 
lei  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  the 
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same  pastoral  letter  of  Dr.  Troy.  He  ex- 
pressly avers  the  obligation  to  be  purely 
a  canonical  obedience,  qualified  with  the 
saving  clause  of"  salvo  mco  ordine**— 
which,  in  the  construction  of  all  those  who 
take  the  oath,  completely  shields  their 
civil  allegiance;  and  if  such  be  their  owq 
construction,  as  in  fact  it  is,  we  bare  no 
right  to  interpose  another.  *'  The  royal- 
ties of  St.  Peter/'  Catholics  consider 
merely  with  reference  to  the  local  patri- 
mony of  the  see  of  Rome,  and  so  all  their 
schoolmen  define  it ;  but  at  any  rate,  the 
concluding  clause  of  the  substituted  oath 
of  i  791,  which  has  been  noticed,  carries 
with  it  the  solemn  guarantee  of  Rome  itself, 
for  the  allegiance  due  from  the  subject  to 
his  temporal  sovereign,  and  particularly 
to  the  kmg  of  Great  Britain. 

The  House  may  think  that  I  am  tread- 
ing  too  closely  on  the  steps  of  the  riffht 
hon.  gentleman  himself,  in  a  tedious  dis- 
cussion of  antiquated  documents ;   but  at 
the  learned  gentleman  has  thrown  dowa 
the  polemical 'gauntlet,  and  as  it  is  essen- 
tial to  the  question  that  it  should  betakea 
up  by  some  one,  I  accept  the  challenge. 
1  ^ish,  not,  however,  to  annoy  the  House 
with  a  detailed  refutation  of  those  allega- 
tions which  have  been  made  this  night,  re- 
specting the  councils  of  Lateran,  of  Con- 
stance, or  of  Trent.     Fully  aware,  how- 
ever,  that  those  allegations  would  be  made, . 
I  have  provided  such  documents  as  were 
best  qualified  to  confute  them ;    and  al- 
though 1  determined  to  enter  the  House 
myself,  unarmed  with  them,  1  have  depo- 
sited them,  however,  at  no  greater  distance 
than  the  Vote  Office:   and  if  the  curiosity 
of  any  member  should  be  excited  to  refer 
to  them,  I  shall  regard  it  as  a  pleasing 
duty  to  assist  him  in  the  research.     Some 
observations  I  will,  nevertheless,  venture  to 
offer  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  although  I  am  but  too 
sensible  that  1  shall  only  repeat  what  I 
have  stated   on  former  occasions  on  this 
subject.     The  4th    Lateran    council  was 
convened  by   one  of  the  most  ambitious 
Popes  that  ever  sat  upon  the  pontifical 
throne.  Innocent  3.    The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman  has  truly  stated  that  it  was  most 
numerously  attended  by  the  ambassailors 
or  representatives  of  nearly  all  the  sore- 
reigns  in  Christendom,  as  well  as  by  the 
ecclesiastical    members    of   the    council. 
From  this  country,  Jn  particular,  a  repre- 
sentative was  sent  to  it.     The  deposing 
doctrine,  so  often  and  so  justly  reproba* 
ted,  is  inferred  from  the  3d  canon  of  that 
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council ;  authorising,  as  it  is  contended,  the 
deposition  of  all  heretical  princes,  and  the 
transfer  of  their  dominions  to  others.     It 
must  be  observed,  nevertheless,  aa  Catho- 
lics invariably  urge,   that  the  two    first 
canons  only   are  of  general    obligation, 
being  canons  of  doctrinal  decision  of  faith, 
and  as  such  enjoining  the  obedience  of  the 
whole  Church:— -the  rest  are  merely  of 
discipline  or  regulation,  and  as  such,  re* 
quiring     the    canonical    acceptation     of 
churches  and  states,  to  ffive  them  validity. 
This  is  a  principle  universally  acknow- 
ledged, and  expressly  taught  by  all  the 
ecclesiastical  jurists  and  schoolmen.    In 
France  the  discipline  of  the  council  of 
Trent  was  never  canonically  received  :  a 
jgreat  part  of  its  disciplinal  regulations,  as 
of  useful  adoption,  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  state  at  different  periods,  acting 
purely  on  its  own  authority ;  whilst  many 
decrees  were  wholly  rejected,  as  incompa^ 
tible  with  the  independency  of  temporal 
dominion  and  of  the  rights  of  the  Gallican 
church.    These  distinctions  may  perhaps 
appear  of  little  interest ;   but  they  should 
be  carried  in  memory  because  they  bear 
most  materially  upon  this  question.    It  is 
a  matter  of  curiosity,  at  least,  to  observe 
bow  some  Catholic  writers  speak  of  this 
fourth  Lateran  council— -Matthew  of  Paris, 
9ur  countryman,  a  Benedictine  monk,  and 
a  contemporary  writer,  speaks  of  its  deci- 
sions not  a  little  tauntingly  :  he  considers 
the  council  convened  principally  to  get 
money,  and  observes,  that  the  rope  having 
accomplished  his  purpose,  dissolved  this 
"  gainful  c(»uncil,'    as  he  terms  it,   **  and 
the  clergy  departed  mournfully  from  it ;" 
his  words  are  '  papa  jam  accepti  pecuni&y 
'  tjusestuobum  hoc  concilium  dissolvit gratis, 
*  totusque  clerus  abiit   tristis.^' — Flatina, 
another  Catholic    writer,    also    states   of 
this  council,  **  that  though  much  w!M  pro- 
posed,   nothing    was    decreed — *  Venere 
'  multa  quidem  in  consul tationem  nee  de- 
'  cerni  quid  quam  potuit.'^     In  fact,  the 
authority  of  some  of  the  canons  of  this 
council  are  much  questioned  by  Catholic 
writers  and  others,  as  Dupin,  and  the  late 
Catholic  bishop  Hay,  of  Scotland,  have 
observed  :  and  this  otTensive  one  is  reject- 
ed as  spurious  by  Father  O'Leary.     Iimo- 
cent  3,  is  represented  by  other   writers, 
as  well   as  Platina,    as   having  produced 
those  decrees  in  the  council,  but  that  they 
Were  never  formally  ratified  by  the  coun- 
cil ;  and  the  nephew  of  Innocent,  Gregory 
9,  always  spoke  of  them  as  his  uncle's 
canons.    It  is  farther  particularly  atated 
(VOLXXII.) 


of  this  third  caooo,  that  it  never  made  iti 
appearance  till  an  hundred  yean  after  tb« 
date  of  the  council.  Be  tha\  as  it  may,  i| 
never  was  received«  but  on  the  contrary  i% 
has  been  rejected  bv  every  state  in 
Europe,  even  when .  Rome  was  in  tb« 
zenith  of  her  power,  though  individual 
pontifiii  have  often  acted  in  the  apirit  of  it;» 
even  anterior  to  the  date  of  thai  council.—^ 
Of  the  other  councils  cited  by  the  righl 
hon.  gentleman,  having  so  often  oba^rved 
upon  them,  I  shall  noif  jmake  no  commenff 
further  than  by  saying,  that  the  most.satiib* 
factory  ezplanationf  may  be  found  in  alt 
the  class  books  of  theology  or  ecclesiaati* 
cal  jurisprudence  which  are  curreoi  hk 
every  seminary  of  Roman  education*  , 

In  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  this  night,  though  in  some  rpapecta 
more  moderate  than  those  anterior  to  ii; . 
he  perseverea  in  rejecting  the  reli|(ion  <^ 
Catholics,  *  in  itself,  as  a  disqudification 
from  exercising  the  civil  oiBcet  of  the  state. 
He  has  not  confined  his  sentiments  to  the 
walls  of  this  House,  but  has  repeatedly 
submitted  them  to  the  tribunal  of  the  pul^ 
lie.  I  am  therefore  the  less  disposed  to 
leave,those  publications  unnoticed,  as  they 
have  run  through  repeated  editiona,  ami 
at  the  present  hour  are  of  continual  refe- 
rence by  writers  of  exalted  name  and  cha* 
racter.  In  one  of  those  works,  intttuled 
**  An  Examination  of  the  Clatma  of  fhe 
Roman  Catholics,''  he  asseru  that  "  the 
whole  Romanists  of  Ireland  had  entered 
into  a  conspiracy  with  the  French  Direc* 
tory  to  overturn  the  government" 

In  his  speech  of  1803,  which  is  also 
before  the  public,  and  which  I  had  on  a 
former  occasion  noticed,  he  observed  that 
every  Catholic  reasona  thus,  '*  we  are  from 
conscience  traitora,''  &c.-^Heresir  J.  H. 
was  interrupted  by  Dr.  l5oigenan,  who 
complained  of  being  misrepresented  and 
partially  quoted.]— ^ir  Jt  H.  replied  >-rI 
can  assure  the  House  that  I  have  not  mis- 
quoted the  publications  "bif  the  right  hon* 
gentleman,  nor  are  the  passages  quoted  at 
all  weakened  by  the  context:— -I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  their  authen* 
ticity  by  the  avowal  of  the  publishers,' 
and  will  answer  for  the  correctness  of  what 
I  have  stated  from  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's tracts  and  published  speeches :  I 
am  nevertheless  disposed  to  believe  that 
the  ,right  hon.  gentleman,  however  mis* 
taken  in  his  opinions,  is  actuated  by  a 
sincere  attachmtat  to  bis  country,  and  I 
know  that  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and  friend** 
ship  of  many  individual  Catholics  i  but  if 
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these  be  his  real  sentiments,  how  much 
are  they  at  Tariance  with  the  declarations 
of  oar  recent  statutes^  in  which  Catholics 
arc  rccojrnized  **  as  good  and  loyal  sub- 
jects/'—He  howcTcr  maintains  this  night, 
•8  well  as  in  his  publications,  the  impossi'- 
bility  of  Catholics  amalgamating  with  their 
Protestant  fellow  subjects,  and  that  the 
excess  of  their  religious  intolerance  is  the 
cause,  that  they  regard  every  person  who 
differs  from  them  in  religious  communion, 
as  '^  doomed  to  eternal  damnation/' — In 
t>ne  gf  his  tracU  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
indeed  expressly  states,  that  the  Irish  Ro- 
manists look  upon  Irish  Protestants,  as 
0nly  "  estrays  from  hell  during  their  con* 
"  tinuance  on  earth/'  and  *'  belierc  them 
«'  to  be  the  living  agents  of  Satan/'  and 
that  this  is  the  doctrine  propagated  by  the 
Roman  Irish  clergy.  Such  is  his  commen* 
tary  on  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  salvation 
as  taught  in  the  Church  of  Rome ;  and 
silch  Pi  construction  is,  but  too  generally, 
thrown  in  the  teeth  of  our  Catholic  fellow 
subjects.  Candour,  however,  should  di- 
rect us  to  turn  to  our  own  articles.  Is  not 
the  18th  article  of  the  Church  of  England 
apparently  no  less  exclusive  of  the  Jew 
or  the  Quaker,  and  indeed  of  every  sect 
not  received  into  the  Church  by  Baptism, 
than  any  creed  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  ? 
and  can  we  forget  that  we  hold  the  Atha- 
nasian  m  well  as  the  Apostles'  and  Nicene 
creeds  in  common  with  the  Catholic  ?  But 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  will  say,  look 
at  the  commentary  upon  our  18tk  article. 
The  Catholic  will  reply,  look  to  ours; 
and  both  should,  no  doubt,  be  regarded 
wi)h  scrupulous  attention  by  the  advocatis 
of  Christian  charity.  To  enter  into  the 
detailed  reasoning  of  schoolmen  on  this 
delicate  question,  is  little  suited  to  the 
time  of  the  House ;  yet  I  cannot  but  ob- 
■erve  that  there  is  no*  imputation  that 
presses  more  heavily  upon  the  Catholic 
than  this  very  charge  of  his  uncharitable- 
ness  towards  all  others  who  differ  from 
him'  in  religious  tenets.  It  is  in  vain,  says 
bis  opponent,  to  talk  of  being  united  in 
the  ^*  bonds  of  affection"  with  those  hold* 
ing  such  opposed  Opinions:  opinions 
which  must  ever  be  considered  as  having 
a  practical  and  sihistlr  Operation  in  social 
life :  in  this  view,  therefore,  our  tiine  will 
tiot  be  ill  bestowed  in  referring  to  the 
construction  of  those  whose  authority  is 
most  respected  in  their  schools  and  uni- 
versities. To- this  end,  I  will  name  the 
treatises  of  Hooke,  of  Bailly>  and  of  De  la 
liogaef— ^all  of  thela  ffreat  theologians 
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and  professors  heretof6ret>f  the  univeraitiei 
of  Paris,  and  the  latter  now  professor  of  di- . 
vinity  atMaynootb*.  I  will  name  also  the 

*  The  object,  in  enumerating  these 
authors,  was  to  suggest  the  best  means  to 
ascertain  Catholic  principles  by  those 
works  of  the  most  accredited  theological 
and  ecclesiastical  jurists,  which  were  re- 
ceived, as  class  books,  in  their  universi- 
ties and  other  public  seminaries  of  educ»^ 
tioR.  Those  above  named  are  pre-emi« 
nent  among  their  class  books.  The  vahia^ 
ble  Institutes  of  Hooke  are  now  sc^rce^ 
being  out  of  print.  He  wrote  and  taught 
as  a  professor  of  the  Sorbonne.  Bauly 
was  also  a  professor  of  the  Sorbonne.  Hii 
"  Tractatus  de  Ecclesii,  ad  usum  Seminar 
riorum,^'  printed  at  Dijon  in  1785,  is  one 
of  great  authority.  Since  that  period  he 
has  published  a  new  edition,  and  has  been 
constrained  to  insert  some  articles  adapted 
to  the  present  constitution  of  the  Church 
of  France.  The  edition  of  1783  is  like- 
wise published  under  the  official  approba- 
tion of  professor  De  la  Hogue,  of  the  Sor- 
bonne, at  that  time  Censor.  The  "  Trac- 
tatus de  EcclesiV'  of  professor  De  la 
Hogue  himself,  is  such  as  was  taught  by 
him  in  the  university  of  Paris,  and  is  now 
the  class  book,  in  theology,  of  the  college 
of  Maynooth,  where  M.  De  la  Hogue  ia 
professor.  Mr.  Foster  is  also  mistaken 
in  calling  William  Allen  the  founder  of 
the  college  of  Dooay.  He  supposes  hit^ 
to  be  the  founder  of  an  Irish  college* 
The  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland 
were  not  educated  in  that  college,  nor  in 
any  other  seminaries  that  sprang  from  it : 
also,  he  is  mistaken,  in  contending  that 
the  banished  Jesuits  of  England  resorted, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  the  college  or 
Douay  ;  at  that  time  no  Jesuits  had  been 
in  England.  A  reference  to  Dodd's  Hii- 
tory  and  Particulars  of  the  Seminary 
Guests,  will  correct  these  mistakes  in  a 
most  able  and  interesting  speech. 

Mr.  Foster  in  his  late  speech  id 
parliament,  comf>lains,  *'  that  though  the 
college  of  Maynooth  has  subsisted  for 
seventeen  years,  he  had  never  met  with 
any  person  who  could  ever  inform  him  of 
the  course  of  studies  actually  pursued  ; 
that  the  lectures  are  read  from  manuscript 
courses/'  &;c.  Mr.  Foster  seems  not 
aware  that  professor  De  la  Hogue,  in  1 809» 
published  three  volumes,  comprehending 
the  course  of  theological  stndiei,  which 
embrace  also  the  whole  ecclesiastical  po« 
lity  of  the  Church  of  Rorne^  as  applkabkl 
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works  of  profeMor  Schramt,  •  learntd  Be* 
nedictine  monk,  compiled  expreasly  for  ibe 
voiTersiiie;)  of  Germany*  and  tanctioiied 
by  the  highest  ecclesiastical  aothoriUes. 
The  works  of  tliose  theQk>giaBs  have  been 
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to  foreign  states.  His  works  are,  ^  De 
Keligione''  "  De  Secramcntis''  and  '*  De 
£cclesi4  Christi :"  the  latter,  compre* 
bending  a  treatise  on  Oeneral  Councils, 
which  was  referred  to,  with  the  book  in 
his  hand,  by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  on  the  debate  on  Mr.  Grat- 
taa's  motion.  And  here  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  mention  the.  circumstance  under 
which  Mr.  Percerai  introduced  his  ob- 
aerrations,  which  was,  by  reading  the  title 
of  section,  p.  166,  vis.  '*  Concilia,  convo* 
catione  et  celebratione  generalia,  sunt  inr 
fallibilia.'*  Sir  J.  H.  thereupon  odliag 
mcross  tl>e  House  to  Mr.  Perceval,  "  infaf 
iibiiity  in  doctrine  only,''  Mr.  Perceval, 
with  some  air  of  triumph,  turned  to  the 
last  page  of  professor  De  la  Hogue's  Tract, 
and  <iuoted,  speaking  of  the  Council. of 
Trent,  "  Itaque-  mazimo  in  pretio  illud 
consilium  habere  debcnt  omiies  Clerici, 
cum  ratione  dogmatum  sit  veiuti  omnium 
precedentium  Synodorum  compendium, 
et  ratione  Disciplinse  merito  dici  poaait 
manuale  sacerdotinm,  yel  eorum  qutaacee- 
iAoiio  sunt  initiandi.'' 

After  Mr.  Perceral  had  sat  down,  sir  J« 
H.  stated  to  him  the  error  of  his  inference, 
as  be  took  it,  which  extended  to  the  whole 
discipline  of  every  general  council,  and 
pointed  out  to  him  the  chapter,  '  De  de- 
'  cretis  conciiiornm,  quse  adversus  inde- 
'  pendentem  regum  potestatem  ofcgiciun- 
'  tur.'  Ill  that  chapter  the  councils  of 
Lateran,  Constance,  and  Trent,  are,  parti- 
cularly discussed,  and  the  same  conclusion 
drawn,  as  in  the  answers  of  the  six  uni- 
versities, on  every  point  affecting  the  in- 
.  dependence  of  civil  government.  And  in 
a  prior  chapter,  '  circa  decreta  conctlio- 
'  rum,'  M.  De  la  Hogoe  quotes  the  great 
authority  of  Bossoet : '  Non  docent  Catho- 
*  lid,  quscunque  gesta  sunt  in  conoiliis, 
«  ea  ad  ecciesiu  fidem  pertincre :'  and  also, 
'  Mulu  etiam  sunt  decreta  quss  non  per- 
^  tinent  ad  invariabilem  fidei  regulam,  sod 
'aunt  accommodata  tempoobus  litque 
'  negotiis.' 

Such  is  the  authority  of  Boasn«t,  bishop 
of  Meaox.  Mr.  Perceval,  on  .this  expoai- 
iion,  very  candidly  confessed  the  enror  of 
his  hasty  refiA'ence.  It  is  well  Imwd 
that  the  discipline  of  the  Council  of  Treat 
minoYtr  tttcctTo^  ia  Fiaoosw  Jiar  ia  if 


kmg  received  as  accredited  chss  b^s  in 
the  public  seminaries  of  CiUbolic  educiir 
tion,  in  France  ai^d  Germany,  and  also  ii| 
Great  Britain  and  Irel^Ad.  H^viof 
merely  named  these  %uthora  for  the  re* 
ference  of  such  ep  were  disposed  to  reMUK^ 
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veral  other  states,  except  paitially,  by  the 
expeess  authority  of  tne  civil  power,  rc^ 
jecting  all  sneb  decrees  as  were  eeoside^ 
ed  as  trenching,  ia  the  least,  on  the  civil 
authority.  But  this  question  has  bee« 
aufficieiitly  discnsaed  eUewhere,  to  si^isJiy 
the  most  iealous  mind  disposed  to  ialw 
the  tsouble  of  enquiry.  England  hie 
adopted  the  provisions  of  the  Marriafj^ 
Act  from  the  Council  of  Trent ;  and  hi 
Ireland^  six  dioceses  reject  the  docree  coi^ 
corning  clandestine  marriage^,  while  M 
the  other  dioceses  adopt  it,  with  such  other 
parts  of  the  discipline  of  the  Council  of 
Trent  as  is  conformable  to  the  obligation^ 
of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  and  no  othcvs. 
M.  De  la  Hogue,  in  holding  out  the  Dsh* 
crees  of  discipline  of  the  Council  of  Trenit 
hasjreserved  only,  such  as  are  in  pertet 
unison  with  that  oath,  as  may  be  satisbo* 
torilv  collected  from  the  perusal  of  hii 
whole  tract ;  and  candour  protests  agaiwfc 
coocluaione  drawn  from  partial  osfereocea. 

The  *  Institetiooei  Juris  Ecdesiastici/ 
of  Prbfesaor*  Schraoae,  wave  pnbdisbad  at 
Augsbourg,  in  three  volumes  in  1774,  for 
tbe  use  oif  the  Catholic  Universities  af 
Germany,  under  the  approbatioa  of  tha 
electoral  tfrchhisbop  of  Treves.  No  traet 
is  of  more  useful  reference  in  the  discus* 
sion  of  this  question,  and  none  can  be  moiie 
successfully  opposed  to  ail  the  overstrain* 
ed  inferences  in  opposition  to  the  due  1»* 
terference  of  the  civil  power. 

A  reference  also  to  the  Glermail  pub* 
licists  who  have  written  on.the  stipulatioos 
of  the  ^Transaction  of  Passao,"  tiim 
''  Peace  of  Religion,"  and  lastly,  tbo 
**  Treaty  of  Osn&rug,"  (Ibraring  part  af 
the  Treaty  of  Westphalia,)  wiH  conana 
the  aoundnass  of  the  principle  contended 
for  by  thoee  who  are  the  advocates  for  ca» 
gulatione  on  the  basis,  though  not  pea* 
cisdy  in  the  words  of  the  resolutions  «f 
the  Irish  prehues  in  1199.  We  know  that 
Innocent  10,  in  1649,  proleated,  by  a  poa* 
tifioil  boll,  agaiJDSt  the  ecclesiastical  stipa- 
latioai  of  the  treaty  of  Osnabrog.  We 
also  know  that  none  of  the  states  of  Ger* 
many  paid  any  attention  to  that  buH, 
and  that  tha  Catholic  statds,  nevertbeicm, 
reaiaiiied   in  perftot  coDununion   with 
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to  their  authority,  I  am  more  particularly 
desirous  to  notice  a  work  republished 
about  two  years  since  in  Ireland,  under 
the  countenance  of  the  principal  Roman 
Catholic  clergy,  the  names  of  seven  of 
their  archbishops  and  bishops  standing  in 
the  list  of  subscribers  to  it.  The  title 
was,  "  Charity  and  Troth,  or  Catholics 
not  uncharitable  in  saying  that  none  are 
saved  out  of  the  Catholic  Church." 

The  author.  Dr.  Hawarden,  wrote  about 
leventy  years  ago ;  he  cites  the  first  autho- 
rities of  his  Church  in  confirmation  of  his 
own  exposition.  It  is  the  perversely  wil- 
ful opposer  of  the  faith,  as  received  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  who  in  the  judg« 
fnent  of  that  church  is  pronounced  guilty 
of  heresy  ;  it  is  not  the  opposer  of  their 
communion  from  ignorance  that  is  so  de- 
nounced. If  the  conviction  of  the  mind 
sincerely  resists  the  exposition  of  the 
principles  of  Roman  communion,  after  a 
candid  search  for  truth,  where  that  re- 
sistance is  involuntary,  no  well  informed 
Catholic  will  pronounce  against  him  the 
formidable  sentence  of  eternal  exclusion 
from  salvation. 

This  tract  cites  the  high  testimony  of 
Saint  Augustine  in  support  of  this  cha- 
ritable construction.  "  If  they,'*  says 
Saint  Augustine,  *'  who  hold  an  opinion 
in  itself  false  and  perverse,  maintain  it  with 
no  pertinacious  obstinacy ;  if  they  have 
not  been  misled  by  their  own  presumptu- 
ous audacity,  but  have  received  ihcir 
error  from  seduced  or  lapsed  parents ;  if 
they  be  serious  and  diligent  enquirers  after 
truth,  and  manifest  a  disposition  to .  yield 
to  it,  when  found  by  them,  such  persons 
•re  on  no  account  to  be  set  down  as  here- 
tics.'' I  am  not  disposed  to  add  any  thing 
further  on  this  point,  as  the  high  authority 
which  St.  Augustine  holds  with  Catholic 
schoolmen,  indeed  little  short  of  aposto-> 
Ijcal,  is  decisive  upon  the  erroneous  judg- 
taient  formed  by  Protestants  as  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  construction  of  exclusive  sal- 
vation. Herein,  therefore,  there  is  no  ra- 
tional bar  opposed  to  the  unity  of  the  Ca- 
tholic with  the  Protestant,  in  *^  affection  as 
well  as  interest.''  Interest  may  bind  the 
unworthy  to  each  other,  but  affection  is 
^he  healthful  shoot  of  worthy  minds.  It  is 
0urduty  to  clear  away  every  obnoxious 
|kveed  that  can  impedo  its  growth,  and 
none  can  be  more  obnoxious,  in  the  pre- 
sent view,  than  the  misconception  now 
noticed  :  in  a  word«  the  Roman  Catholic 
Chrrch  holds,  that  every  person  is  receiv- 
ed within  its  pale  by  baptism^  by  whom- 
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soever  administered  :  **  that  involuntary 
error  is  not  exclusive:  and  that  the 
Church  has  its  concealed  children  in  the 
sects  separate  from  its  unity." 

Many  members  of  the  House  cannot 
but  have  noticed  a  series  of  letters  pub* 
lished  in  the  Morning  Post  in  the  course  of 
the  last  week,  under  the  signatures  of  a 
"Real  Whig*'  and  "  Melancthon,"  ar- 
raigning the  civil  integrity  of  Catholics» 
as  holding  the  doctrine  of  dispensing  with 
oaths,  and  deposing  sovereigns  :  it  is  not 
just  to  the  petitioners  to  pass  by  these  re* 
vived  though  antiquated  charges  without 
notice.  That  many  individual  Popes  have 
held  and  have  acted  upon  such  principles 
is  but  too  well  substantiated  ;  but  it  is  con- 
tended by  the  Catholics  that  no  general 
council,  nor  the  see  of  Rome,  properly  re- 
cognized as  such,  *  in  cathedra,'  ever  de- 
clared such  doctrines  to  be  the  doctrines 
of  her  Church.  When  individual  pontifB 
originally  acted  in  the  spirit  of  such  prin- 
ciples, they  relied  upon  their  temporal 
strength,  chiefly  derived  from  the  aid  of 
powerful  states  supporting  them  for  their 
own  purposes ;  but  in  latter  times,  when 
Pius  5  fulminated  his  excoromunication 
and  deposition  of  Elizabeth,  who  among 
her  subjects  were  found  obedient  to  his 
mandates  r — A  solitary  individual,  who 
affixed  the  impotent  bull  on  the  gates  of 
the  bishop  of  London's  palace  ; — and,  in 
consequence,  paid  the  just  forfeit  of  the 
law,  while  Elizabeth  found  herself  sur- 
rounded with  her  Catholic  subjects  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  repelling  the  menaced 
invasion  of  the  Catholic  Philip.  Gregory 
13  was  indeed  ashamed  of  the  impotent 
rage  of  his  predecessor,  and  declared  his 
bull,  ^s  the  subjects  of  Elizabeth  bad  be- 
fore interpreted  it,  a  nugatory  act.  But 
assuredly  the  repeated  declarations  and 
renunciations  upon  oath,  foimded  as  they 
are  on  unquestionable  Catholic  principles^ 
and  most  pre-eminently,  the  solemn  offi* 
cial  declaration  of  the  see  of  Rome  itself,* 

*  This  declaration  was  made  in  ans^rer 
to  the  application  of  the  Irish  bishops  on 
the  subject  of  the  Pontifical  oath.  Mr. 
Perceval  was  of  opinion  that  the  saving 
clause,  *  salvo  meo  ordine,'  did  not  suffi- 
ciently cover  the  allegiance  of  the  subject. 
The  Catholic  bishops  think  otherwise ;  and 
we  may  here  refer  to  the  construction  of 
Father  0<Leary  ;  a  character  deservedly 
respected  for  his  loy  alty  as  well  as  his  lemm* 
ing,  and  whose  merits  bad  been  repeatedly 
recognised  in  the  Irish  perliament..    la  (M 
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in  the  late  pontiBcate,  in  1791,  which  haft 
been  already  adverted,  supply  the  beil 
answers  to  such  imputations. 

*  The  dangerous  assumption  and  en- 
croachment of  sovereign  pontifis  are  ad- 
mitted then  to  have  existed  ?-^oi]bt)ets 
they  have  existed ;  and  every  state  baa, 
in  its  wisdom,  thought  it  advisable  to  pro- 
ifide  tfiectual  barriers  against  them/— 
none  more  so  than  this  kingdom  in  the 
days  of  our  Catholic  ancestors.  The  Ca- 
tholic still  seeks  that  security  in  every  fo- 
reign state  of  Europe  ;  not  less  for  the  in- 
dependence of  his  Church  than  for  the 
safety  of  his  civil  establishment.  Those 
wise  provisions  of  our  Catholic  ancestors 
still  exist  on  our  statute  books  ;    sleeping 

defence  of  his  conduct  and  writings,  in 
answer  to  the  bishop  of  Cloy  ne's  objections 
drawn  from  the  Consecration  oath,  he 
says :  "  In  the  midst  of  it  is  inserted,  in 
express  words,  a  saving  clause,  which 
speaks  the  dignity  of  Catholic  bishops,  and 
reconciles  their  allegiance  to  their  respec- 
tive sovereigns,  with  the  canonical  obe- 
dience due  to  their  head  pastor.    *  Salvo 

*  meo  ordine.'  This  clause  does  away 
every  difficulty,  and  leaves  the  sceptre  iu 
the  Prince's  hands,  whilst  it  leaves  the 
censor  in  the  hands  of  the  Ponfiff.    '  Salvo 

*  meo  ordine/  as  a  subject,  bound  to  give 
Cesar  his  due,  and  to  pay  allegiance  to 
the  reigning  powers  in  whose  states  I  re- 
side. *  Salvo  meo  ordine,'  as  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  who  is  to  preach  the  word, 
and  who  takes  the  oath  in  no  other  sense 
than  to  prosecute  by  arguments  and  im- 
pugn by  persuasion,  reason,  and  good  ex- 
ample, those  who  are  of  a  different  persua- 
sion. Any  other  prosecution  or  persecu- 
tion, let  the  term  be  what  it  may,  is  incon- 
sistent with  humanity,  much  more  with 
the  order  of  a  Christian  prelate,  who  takes 
not,  who  cannot  take  the  oath  in  any  other 
sense.  Bishops  never  take  that  oath  in 
any  sense  injurious  to  sovereigns,  or  to 
civil  society.  The  sovereign  Pontiff  knows 
they  do  not.  Before  they  are  consebrated, 
they  are  bound  to  swear  allegiance  to  their 
respective  sovereigns  (in  Catholic  states) 
who  are  as  jealous  of  their  privileges  as 
any  Protestant  monarch  can  be.  Were 
any  more  jealous  of  the  rights  and  prero- 
gatives of  their  crowns  than  the  kings  of 
France  were  ?  And  yet  did  they  appre- 
hend any  danger  from  this  very.  Conse- 
cration oath  which  is  objected  to  ? 

In  the  English  ordinal,  the  archbishop 
asks  the  bishop  elect,  <<  Are  yoa  roadjr  to 


indeed  when  the  timet  call  not  for  their 
application,— while  our  later  provisioni^ 
enacted  subsequent  to  the  Reformation^ 
are  virtnally  impracticable  from  their  ezi> 
aggerated  and  sanguinary  penalties.  Of 
the  latter  description  is  th^  statute  of  19 
Elizabeth  still  unrepealed^  but  defeating 
itself.  In  de/erence  to  this  provident 
wisdom  of  oar  Catholic  ancestors,  let  oi 
look  back  to  the  constitutions  of  Claren- 
don, the  statutes  of  Provisors,  of  Prttmiinire# 
of  Mortmain,  and  to  Magna  Charta  itself 
Let  us  act  in  the  spirit  of  their  wise  policy, 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  times^ 
and  aothorized  by  the  corresponding  vi» 
gilance  of  every  state  of  Europe,  whether 
Catholic  or  Protestant.  Of  this  descrip- 
tion also  were  the  guards  in  cootempln* 

banish  and  drive  away  all  erroneons  and 
all  strange  doctrines,  contrary  to  God's 
word,  and  both  privately  and  openly  t# 
call  upon  and  encourage  others  to  do  the 
same  ?— Answer  *'  1  am  ready,"  &c.  Boa 
the  Coronation  oath  taken  by  the  kings  of 
Scotland,  and  particularly  as  taken  by 
king  William  and  queen  Mary,  is  the  best 
commentary,  and  of  that  we  shall  spedc  in 
another  place. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  the  ksi 
debate  on  Mr.  Grattan's  motion,  Mr. 
Yorke  produced  in  the  Hoose  what  is 
termed  the  *•  Blue  Books,"  or  the  contro- 
versy on  the  interpretation  of  the  oath 
origmally  introduced  in  the  act  of  1791. 
That  controversy  would  long  since  have  ' 
been  buried  in  oblivion,  did  not  Dr.  Mil* 
ner  from  time  to  time  take  pains  to  revive 
it :  and  it  may  now  be  proper  to  say  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  it,  which  sir  J.  H* 
also  stated  to  Mr.  Perceval  and  other  mem* 
hers  on  the  Treasury  bench,  while  Mr* 
Yorke  was  speaking  to  the  point. — ^Tbree 
of  the  Apostolic  vicars,  and  many  of  the 
clergy,  dissented  from  the  precise  terms  of 
the  proposed  oath — they  contended,  that 
some  of  the  propositions  were  inaccurately 
qualified,  though  they  made  no  opposition 
to  any  declaration  of  the  duties  of  civil  al« 
legiance  in  the  most  extended  moral 
sense.  Without  going  into  details,  it  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  the  scruples  of 
the  bishops  were,  attended  to  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  bishop  Horsley  became  their 
advocate.  The  bishop  of  London  and  Mr. 
Pitt  were  also  of  opiqion,  that  their  scrn* 
pies  were  fairly  to  be  maintained ;  and  the 
oath  as  it  stands  at  present,  in  the  act  of 
1791,  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  that 
originally  intn>dticcd« 
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lion  concarrently  with  the  meastires  pro- 
jected at  the  period  of  the  Union  with 
Ireland.  Some  of  these  measures  have 
been  very  ill  understood  and  indastrionsly 
and  wilfaily  misrepresented,  particularly 
that  noticed  m  the  debate  in  1 808,  on  a 
question  similar  to  that  now  before  the 
House. 

I  will  now  beg  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  some  circumstances, — much 
blended,  indeed,  with  my  own  conduct  as 
an  indiTidiial,  yet  so  materially  connected 
with  the  general  policy  of  the  present 
<|ae3tion,  that  I  would  trust  to  a  still  fur- 
ther extemion  of  their  indulgence  by  ad-> 
verting  to  them.  My  opinions  possibly 
tnight  difier  from  those  of  some  of  my 
parliamentary  firiends,  as  to  the  importance 
of  the  reservations  of  which  1  have  been 
uniformly  the  advocate,  they  were  all  ne- 
vertheless endeavouring  to  attain  the  same 
salutary  %nds,  though  by  different  means. 
Some  of  the  petitioners,  perhaps,  under 
the  influence  of  misrepresentation,  which 
was  so  predominant,  may,  ia  reference  to 
those  reservations,  consider  my  view  of 
the  subject  as  prejudiced  and  even  into- 
lerant :  but  it  IS  neither :  I  am  only  con- 
scious of  pursuing  their  best  interests; 
and  if  I  have  not  their  praise,  I  am  deter- 
mined to  deserve  it.  Invidious  names  had 
been  assigned  to  measures,  which  duly 
stated  and  understood,  are,  evefi  on  Catho- 
lic principles,  unexceptionable.  The 
»  Veto''  is  a  name  given  to  one,  as  is  the 
repelling  denomination  of  an  "  inquisi- 
tion" to  another ;  yet  both  those  guards 
are  considered  as  practicable  and  health- 
ful institutions  by  all  Catholic,  as  well  as 
Protestant  Europe.  **  Give  a  dog  a  bad 
Dame  and  hang  him,"  is  a  vulgar,  but 
strictly  applicable  adage.  That  the  pro- 
posed ratification  of  the  crown,  in  the 
appointment  of  Roman  Catholic  bishops, 
or,  to  give  it  the  name  of  the  day,  the 
Veto,  was  "  forced  upon  the  Catholic  pre- 
lacy of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  terror''  is 
a  popular  assertion.  Nothing  however 
is  less  true ;  and  of  its  fallacy  the  noble 
viscount  on^  the  Treasury  bench  (lord 
Castlereagh)  will  doubtless  speak. 

It  is  well  known  by  many  members  of 
this  House,  that  1  was  not  only  in  cor- 
respondence upon  the  subject  of  the  Ca- 
tholic arrangements  respecting  Ireland,  at 
that  period,  with  the  noble  viscount  him- 
self, and  with  many  of  the  King's  minis- 
ters, but  with  some  of  the  most  c<msider- 
able  prelates  of  the  Catholic  Church  at 
home  and  abroad.    The  imteiiiphilion  of 
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those  arrangements  is  to  be  traced  nocli 
further  back  than  the  year  1799.  Forio 
the  year  1794  it  formed  the  subject  of  cor* 
respondence  from  Rome,  between  myself, 
at  that  time  residing  there,  and  a  right 
hon.  friend,  then  of  his  Majesty's  coancilib 
one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  thai 
House,  but  now  unfortunately  no  mort 
(Mr.  Windham.)  By  a  pecaliar  conbi* 
nation  of  circumstances,  it  is  also  watt 
known  that  I  then  possessed  the  confidanca 
of  the  principal  ministers  of  the  Pontifical 
state,  and  had  in  consequence  beea  u^ 
duced  to  undertake  many  public  nego^ 
ciations  of  considerable  importance,  undar 
the  sanction  of  his  Majesty's  governmenL 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  my  name  has  otyer 
been  honoured  with  a  place  on  the  civil 
list :  I  trust,  however,  tnat  the  results  of 
my  humble  efforts,  on  those  occasiom^' 
have  not  been  less  useful  to  my  country. 

I  will  now  request  the  patience  pf  tha 
House,  to  be  permitted  to  state  the  natura 
of  a  transaction,  which  though  not  one  of 
those  officially  authorised,  must  yet  be 
considered  of  great  importance  as  applyp 
ittg  to  the  scope  and  principle  of  thisqoea* 
tion,  and  evincing  also  great  liberality  oa 
tlie  part  of  the  mmisters  of  the  Papal  go- 
vernment. It  is  well  known  that  a  naoi* 
her  of  young  persons  were  edacatad  ks 
the  three  national  colleges  at  Rome«  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  the  mission  of 
priesu  in  this  kingdom.  The  superiors  of 
these  colleges,  having  the  entire  directiasi 
of  their  education,  being  Italians,  the  m^ 
tional  clergy  were  naturally  anxious  to 
procure  a  reform  in  favour  of  tbemselvei^ 
and  applied  to  me,  urging  me  to  excsl 
my  influence  in  their  behalf.  The  aih 
tional  prelatjes  of  the  Roman  commoaian 
had,  in  vain,  solicited  this  reform  (or  a 
period  of  more  than  twenty  years :  the 
interest  of  the  several  cardinals  protect 
tors,  (for  each  nation  has  one,)  who  had 
tha  nomination  of  the  superior  of  aacb 
college,  being  obviously  €;ppoaed  to  tbo ' 
wsshes  of  ihe  national  clergy,  I  veatarad 
to  urge  the  reform  on  this  principle,  namir 
I V,  that  it  was  reasonable  that  the  sea  of 
Rome  should  have  every  security  in  fsTOor 
of  the  ecclesiastical  education  obtaining 
in  those  seminaries,  while  the  stat^  ia 
which  the  students  were  ultimataly  lo 
exercise  their  spiritual  functions,  shooid 
be  equally  secured  of  their  attachoMnt  |o 
its  civil  institutions.  Pius  the  0th  adaail- 
ted  the  solidity  of  this  principle,  and  ol« 
timaLely  decreed  that  the  national  ioitita* 
tioB  ihoaU  ba  sarreDdora^  to  thft  diiii; 


OmmdHet  m  ikt  Ramm  QukoBc  Ctmmt. 


tion  of  tbe  national  clergy.  Th«  tdccetd* 
faig  troubles  resulting  from  the  incursion 
of  the  French^  dispersed  the  oaembers  of 
those  foundations  altogether,  and  the  re* 
form  was  completely  carried  into  efiect  in 
favour  only  of  one  of  the  national  founda* 
ttons  before  that  dispersion. 

It  appeared  desirable  also  that  the  pre* 
carious  tenure  of  tbe  apostolic  Ticars  re- 
sident in  Great  Britain  should  give  place 
to  a  class  of  prelates  independent  of  fo* 
reign  controul.  The  apostolic  vicars  were 
Merely  appointed  "  ad  sedis  apostolics 
i>eue  placitum/'  while  bishops  ordinaries 
vould  be  removed  only  for  canonical  of- 
fmces,  canonical ly  proved.  As  I  have 
lieretofore  entered  more  folly  into  the 
reasons  for  supporting  such  a  change  in 
the  internal  discipline  of  the  ecclesiaattcal 
government  of  the  Roman  Cathelks,  ill 
this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  T  will 
now  content  myself  by  observing^  that 
this  reform  appeared  equally  agreeable  to 
the  Catholic  clergv  and  laity,  and  in  a 
state  view,  was  highly  benellcial  in  its 
principle,  and  that  I  obtained  a  declara* 
tion  from  the  late  Pope,  as  well  as  his 
l^rincipal  ministers,  that  such  a  reform 
ahouki  be  granted  whenever  it  should  be 
desired  by  our  government :— *but  it  vras 
observed  by  them,  that  if  such  alteration 
appeared  merely  as  the  spontaneous  act  of 
Rome,  it  would  be  exposed  to  misrepre- 
lentation.  Such  was  the  according  dts* 
position  of  Rome  at  that  period  ;  and  for 
many  other  proofs,  I  have  only  to  refer  to 
facts  which  have  often  been  stated  in  the 
House.  It  is  the  principle  of  these  minor 
arrangements  that  should  be  kept  steadily 
in  view,  in  legislating  on  the  more  im* 
portant  question  now  before  the  House, 
and  in  which  the  Catholic  and  Prdtestant 
have  a  common  and  a  deep  interest. 
*'  Without  justice  to  the  Catholic,''  as  an 
eminent  prelate  of  the  Church  of  England, 
(the  late  bishop  Law)  asserted,*'  there  could 
be  no  security  for  the  **  Protestant  esta- 
blishment :"  nor  is  it  less  an  act  of  jus* 
tice  to  the  Catholic,  to  secure  his  Church 
from  foreign  encroachment,  than  to  con- 
cede those  civil  privileges,  for  whicH  he 
petitions  the  legislature,  with  security  to 
the  establishment. 

In  reference  to  these  transactions,  the 
present  seems  a  tit  occasion  to  advert  to 
the  extraordinary  chan^  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  opinions  of  the  vicar  ^posto* 
tic  of  the  middle  district,  (Dr.  Milner,) 
who  had  not  spnred  the  press  in  dissemi- 
nating these  opinions,  creating  grsal  dis- 


Affllii.  §Sr  1811. 


fllBK 


trott  in  tha  minds  of  those  of  Iris  owml 
eooimoaion^  with  bot  little  advnmage  So* 
the  caese  of  tbe  petitioners  before* the 
Hoese.  The  principle  of  an  imereeone' 
with  the  crown,  as  an  additional  seeerity 
for  the  eivil  integrity  of  those  appointed 
to  Taceot  sees  of  the  Roman  comraunion» 
— 4md  the  institation  of  practioable  gaards 
against  the  possible  encroecbmtnt  of  the 
see  of  Rome,  such  as  the  provident  wisdom^ 
of  other  states  had  institoted»r-liad  hwtt 
urged  in  a  tract,  supplementaiy  to  a  speeds 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pox,  in  1905,  wad 
which,  soon  after  that  debate,  had  been^ 
fn'eUy  widely  circulated.  To  the  repub* 
licatton  of  that  tract.  Dr.  Milner  bad 
given  the  most  marked  approbssien,  even 
by  defending  it  in  a  series  of  letters,  frosi 
the  criticism  of  one  of  the  pariodimd  re« 
views  of  that  day.  Fr6m  tbe  opinione 
maintained  in  that  tradi,  I  have  never 
swerved.  The  principal  seeerities  a|;ainst 
the  encroachment  of  a  foreign  jorlsdictioa* 
were  therein  diitinctly  stated,  with  ther 
authorities  which  sanctioned'tbsai.  One 
of  the  roost  prmninent  of  those  seeorittes, 
has,  in  a  pastoral  address  of  Br.  Milner  to* 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  his  district,  been 
qmtltfied  with  the  opprobrieos  epithets  of 
''  a  new  lo^nnitlon,  or  a  St»  Chamber.'*' 
This  In<^aisition«  neverthelem,  as  he  terms* 
it,  constitutes  a  marked  regulation  in  tfae> 
municipal  code  of  almost  every  Catholic^ 
as  well  as  Protestant  state;  and  even  in* 
Spain,  80  late  as  in  the  year  1761,  was 
strengthened  by  extended  powers,  ope* 
rating  against  that  literally  formidable  In- 
quisition which  has  been  justly  held  in  . 
terror  and  detestation  throughout  the 
world. 

[Sir  J.  H.  then  stated  particularly  the 
nature  of  those  restraints  from  the  en- 
croachments of  foreign  jurisdictions,' by 
referring  to  the  rescripts  of  the  empress  of 
Russia,  of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  of  the 
kings  of  Spain  and  Naples,  and  the  ordi« 
nances  of  the  governments  of  Tuscany^ 
Venice,  ^ilan,  and  other  states.  He  also' 
referred  to  the  proceedings  of  the  new  go* 
vernment  of  France,  which  had,  almosf 
verbatim,  adopted  the  institutions  of  the 
old  regime :  observing,  that  although  the* 
Pope  was  prostrateil  to  France,  yet  had  if 
provided  the  same  barriers  against  tbe 
possible  encroachment  of  Rome,  as  if  she 
nad  been  in  the  plenitude  of  her  power. J 

The  principle  of  all  these  regulations  is 
domestic  security  from  foreign  encroach* 
ment.  In  Russia,  soon  after  the  imperial 
edict  fvfalch  created  the  episcopal  see  of 
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Mobilow  into  an  archbishopric,  and  the 
empress  Catherine  had  appointed  that 
archbishop  and  a  coadjutor  bishop,  with 
an  annual  stipend,  the  late  Pope  Pius  6, 
commissioned  cardinal  Archetti  expressly 
to  invest  the  new  archbishop  with  the  Pal- 
lium, (the  badge  of  his  airchiepiscopal  dig- 
nity,) and  also  to  consecrate  the  new  Ca- 
tholic Church,  which  was  done  with  great 
solemnity.  Nevertheless,  in  that  very 
edict,  the  reception  of  all  bulls  and  wri- 
tings, from  the  Pope  or  in  his  name,  was 
interdicted,  except  such  as  were  on  exa- 
mination permitted  to  be  published  within 
the  empire,  and  no  ecclesiastics  of  foreign 
appointment  were  permitted  to  enter  the 
state.  But  these  restrictions,  whether  of 
Protestant,  Schismatic,  or  Catholic  states, 
I  have  often  noticed,  and  have  adduced 
unquestionable  documents  in  support  of 
them.  I  now  advert  to  them  merely  to 
demonstrate  that  Dr.  Milner's  change  of 
opinion  was  not  authorized  by  any  change 
of  my  own.  For  such  were  the  institutions 
recorded  in  the  tract  of  which  Dr.  Milner 
was  once  so  warm  an  eulogist,  of  which  he 
had  written  a  detailed  defence,  of  which 
in  the  year  1 806,  a  large  number  of  copies 
were  transmitted  to  a  metropolitan  Roman 
Catholic  prelate  of  Ireland,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, for  distribution,  and  of  which  the 
re-publication  has  been  repeatedly  called 
for,  at  the  instance  of  some  of  the  most 
eminent  characters  of  the  Irish  Catholic 
prelacy,  as  well  as  by  others,  who,  in  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  now  the 
most  forward  in  impugning  the  principles 
it  inculcated. 

It  was  then  considered  as  "  a  voto  ragio- 
nato  of  the  most  reconciling  nature,  deli- 
vered by  a  character  of  trust  and  weight, 
by  one  who  possessed  alone  the  confi* 
dence  entirely  of  the  highest  order  of  the 
(Catholic)  teaching  body,  and  of  all  those 
who  are  competent  to  judge  of  Catholic 
aifkirs."  Such  was  the  opinion  pronounced 
upon  it  by  one  who  solicited  its  re-publi- 
cation, on  the  authority  and  in  the  name 
of  a  <iistinguishcd  prelate  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  communion  in  Ireland. 

There  are  many  facts  and  circumstances 
which  ought  to  be  very  deliberately 
weighed,  in  order  to  enable  parliament  to 
form  adequate  provisions  upon  a  question 
of  this  description,  otherwise  they  would 
involve  themselves  in  anomalies  similar  to 
those  of  th^  English  act  of  1791,  which 
went  through  the  House  with  a  rapidity 
little  suited  to  permanent  and  salutary  le- 
gisiatioa.  The  tmaoiirity  which  then  pre- 
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vailed  in  parliament,  was,  in  fact,  injurioot 
to  its  provisions,  and  to  the  object  they 
bad  in  view.  The  4ract  just  alluded  to 
speaks  of  some  of  those  anomalies ;  and  I 
shall  beg  to  avail  myself  of  a  future  occap 
sion  to  speak  of  them  more  in  detail. 

Of  the  Irish  act,  which  followed,  ia 
1793, 1  shall  now  beg  permission  to  make 
a  few  remarks,  as  a  right  hon.. gentleman* 
who  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  that  pro* 
ceeding,  is  now  in  his  place,  and  iu  history 
was  not  a  little  remarkable.  The  oath 
which  constitutes  the  test,  in  that  act,  was 
framed  by  that  learned  gentleman  him* 
self,  in  place  of  one  of  a  more  simple  con- 
struction. The  learned  gentleman  antici- 
pated that  an  oath  proposed  by  himself 
was  calculated  to  meet  general  approba* 
tion,  and  the  government  assented  to  the 
change.  A  member  of  the  Irish  parlia-  . 
ment  (the  late  Mr.  Forbes)  objected  to  it 
''  as  ridiculous;"  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
nevertheless  maintained  his  ground.  "  The 
Catholics,''  said  he,'*  have  published  a de* 
claration  as  the  ground  of  Protestant  con- 
fidence ;  they  have  been  charged  with 
holding  tenets  injurious  to  the  social  com* 
pact  by  which  states  exist ;  the  belief  that 
this  charge  was  true,  has  been  one  great 
reason  for  not  entrusting  them  with  power; 
in  their  declaration,  they  deny  the  charge  ; 
I  am  glad  they  do.  I  believe  them  to  be 
honest  men,  and  therefore  I  desire  they 
will  swear  to  the  words  of  their  own  de* 
claration.''  Such  was  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in  1 703« 
of  the  estimation  in  which  Catholics  heldl 
the  sacred  obligation  of  an  oath.  Those, 
who  look  back  to  this  recorded  declarer 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  to 
his  memorable  letter  to  the  right  hon. 
mover  of  the  present  question,  in  HOT, 
when  he  anticipated,  "  that  in  the  event 
of  our  union  all  rivalships  and  jealousies 
between  Protestants  and  Romanists  wonid 
cease  for  ever,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  curb  Romanists  by  any  ex- 
clusive laws  whatever,'*  must  necessarily 
exclaim  *'  Quantum  mutatus  ab  illo !" 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  of  the 
negative  of  the  crown  in  the  nomination 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  exercising 
their  functions  within  the  realm,  I  feM 
great  reluctance  in  so  frequently  adverting 
to  it ;  but  the  almost  daily  publicatiom^ 
and  the  sinister  influence  of  the  misrepre- 
sentations on  that  subject,  necessarily 
presses  it  forward.  Of  the  temper  of  the 
times  in  which  it  was  originally  intro- 
duced, and  of  my  own  correspondence 
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upon  it  at  home  and  abroad,  I  hare  re- 
peatedly spoken.  Being  very  desirous  to 
▼erify  the  accuracy  of  those  documents  of 
which  he  was  in  possession,  and  particu- 
larly the  resolutions  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic prelates  in  1799;  within  a  few  days 
pant  I  obtained  access  to  the  original  papers 
in  the  possession  of  the  noble  Tiscoont,  at 
that  period  the  chief  secretary  of  Ireland. 
From  these, I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find, 
that  my  former  statements  were  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  circumstances  which 
existed,  during  the  negociation  which 
preceded  the  Union.  On  the  same  basis  of 
proposed  arrangement,  was  the  commo* 
nication  made  to  parliament  in  1808.  Un- 
authorized at  that  time,  certainly,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been,  on  the  part  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  prelaiy  of  Ireland  ;  bu*t  so 
far  supported  on  the  authority  of  their 
agent  Dr.  Milner,  that  the  right  bon.  gen^ 
tlemen  who  stated  it  to  the  House,  consi- 
dered themselves  fully  justified  in  holding 
out  a  measure  to  which  they  justly  at* 
tached  great  weight.  But  though  the 
communication  of  Dr.  Milner  was  unau- 
thorized,— was  his  conduct  disd^owed,  or 
even  censured  by  his  constituents?  Cer- 
tainly not.  On  the  contrary,  he  bad  every 
reason  to  believe,  for  a  considerable  time 
posterior  to  the  debate,  that  the  full  assent 
of  the  Catholic  prelacy  of  Ireland,  to^that 
proposal^  would  be  obtained  in  a  general 
synod  ;  and  letters  of  thanks,  though  not 
speV^ifically  adverting  to  that  proposition, 
were  transmitted  from  Ireland  to  a  noble 
lord  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
were  the  movers  of  the  question  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  The  question  was 
moved  on  the  'i;5th  and  27th  of  May,  180$, 
nor  was  a  murmur  heard  from  Ireland, 
against  the  proposition  of  the  negative  of 
the  crown,  till  more  than  two  months  af- 
terwards, when  writers  assuming  the  sig- 
natures of  Sarsfield,  Laicus,  Inimicus, 
Veto,  &c.  denounced  the  measure  as  preg- 
nant with  every  evil  that  could  befal  the 
Catholic  cause ;  and  Mr.  Clinch,  a  bar- 
rister, and  deeply  versed  in  icholastic  di* 
vinity,  under  his  own  name,  entered  the 
list  also,  deprecating  the  adoption  of  such 
a  concession  on  the  part  of^  the  Catholic 
prelacy. 

It  was  with  no  small  degree  of  surpriae 
that  I  heard  of  the  opposition  of  that  gen- 
tleman, as  he  had  been  so  recent  and  so 
warm  an  eulogist  of  the  tract,  printed  in 
1806,  which  pointedly  recognisMd  the 
utility  of  those  measures  now  so  much  re- 
probated, and  which  recited  the  autbori* 
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tiea  by  which  they  were  sufyported  ki 
other  states. 

Wat  it  pouible  to  fuppofe  that  the  ibur 
Catholic  metropolitan  prelates,  and  six 
ancient  bishops  of  Ireland,  could  be  so 
little  interested  in  the  security  and  inte« 
grity  of  their  Cbur/:b,  as  to  have  tbemselvei 
proposed  a  measure  of  so  fatal  a  tendency 
as  these  writers  contend  ?  But  let  us  foU 
low  the  dates  of  then'  synodical  proceed* 
ings.  In  January,  1799,  the  resolutions  <tf 
the  bishops,  comprehending  this  arrange* 
menty  were  presented  ,to  his  Majesty'a 
g;ovemment:  in  May  1808,  the  propoeal. 
was  revived,  though  now  admitted  to  ba 
unauthorised,  by  their  agent,  also  a  Bo» 
man  Catholic  prelate :  and  in  iSeptember^ 
1 808,  a  synod  of  the  Roman  Catholic  pre- 
lacy was  held  in  DabHn,  when  they  de* 
dared  that  <*  it  was  inexpedient  to  inuin* 
duce  any  alteration  in  the  canonical  mode 
hitherto  observed  in  the  nomination  of 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  bishops.''  It  is  a 
known  fact  that  that  synod  was  held  prin* 
ci  pally  te  deliberate  on  the  specific  mea- 
sure proposed  by  Dr.  Milner,  their  agent, 
conformably  to  their  resolutions  of  1790 ; 
no  condemnation  of  the  measure  itself, 
nor  of  the  act  of  Dr.  Milner  was  express- 
ed. Dr.  Milner  was  continued  in  hit 
aeency,  and  the  synod  reaolved  that  any 
alteration  was  then  inexpedient^  &c.  lo 
ascertain  more  distinctly,  the  sentiments 
of  the  prelates  on  that  vote,  a  letter  was 
addressed  to  the  Roman  Catholic  primate 
of  Ireland,  Dr.  0*Reilly,  by  lord  South- 
well  and  sir  Edward  Bellew,  in  reply  to 
which  the  primate  declared  that  **  he  was 
certain  that  in  fbrming  their  resolution  the 
prelates  did  not  mean  to  decide  that  the 
admission  of  the  Veto,  or  negative  on  tha 

Sart  of  the  crowUi  with  the  consent  of  the 
oly  see,  would  be  contrary  to  the  doc* 
trine  of  the  Church,  or  to  any  practice  or 
usage  esseiitially  connected  with  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion ;  but  that  the  con- 
cession might  eventually  be  attended  with 
consequences  dangerous  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion ;  but  that  such  danger  was 
of  a  temporary  nature,  reuniting  from  el- 
isting  circumstances.'' 

These  "  existing  circumstances"  were 
stated,  in  a  rariety  of  letters  of  the  first 
authority,  and  in  many  addressed  to  ray- 
self,  to  be  grounded  on  an  apprehension 
formed  in  the  minds  of  the  prelates  of  the 
sinister  influence  of  a  hostile  government; 
but  that  the  subi^t  being  open  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  a  more  favourable 
mooMAt,  tio  chaiige  of  opinion  wnate? er 
(SE) 
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was  expressed  in  disfavoar  of  the  principle 
of  the  negative  of  the  crown. 

In  February,  1810,  the  Roman  Catholic 
prelates  again  assembled  at  Dublin,  and 
published  seventeen  resolutions :   not  one 
of  them  negatived  the  principle  of  the 
resolutions  of  1799>  though  they  strongly 
object  to  another  measure,  which  was  a 
Tery  popular  one  with  the  majority  of  the 
gecond  order  of  the  clergy  and  of  the 
laity,  and  was  recommended  for  adoption 
by  the  right  hon.  mover  of  the  question 
now  before  the  House,  in  a  similar  motion 
in  parliament,  in   1811,  namely,  that  of 
domestic  nomination  in  an  election  by 
chapters, '  The  bishops  profess  that "  they 
seek  nothing  beyond  the  mere  integrity 
and  safety  of  their  religion,"  but  unfor- 
tunately, under  tl\e  influence  of  erroneous 
statements,  they  reprobate  the  fifth  reso- 
lution of  the  English  Catholics  of  the  first 
of  the  same  month ;  though  conceived  in 
the  full  spirit  of  their  own  resolutions,  and 
they  record  their  thanks  to  Dr.  Milner  for 
his  apostolical  iirmness  in  opposing  it ! 
,    It  is  a  painful  but  a  necessary  duty  for 
those  who  are  ultimately  to  legislate  on 
the  question  of  Catholic  claims,  to  follow 
the  steps  of  these  proceedings,*— >injurious, 
as  I  have  said,  in  the  highest  degree  to 
the  cause  of  (he  petitioners,  because  en- 
gendering distrust  in  the  minds  of  mjBuiy 
of  their  friends,  and  affording  a  latitude  of 
triumph  to  their  opponents.    But  how  are 
we  to  reconcile  this  applauding  vote  with 
the  fact  ?     A  noble  lord  of  great  considera- 
tion at  this  meeting  of  the  English  Catho- 
lics on  the  2d  Feb.  1810,  put  the  question 
to  Dr.  Milner,  whether  he  should  sign  the 
resolution,  and  was  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative.   It  is  a  known  fact  also  that  the 
tame  prelate  declared  he  shouldmot  op- 
pose the  signatures  of  any  of  the  clergy  of 
his  district,  he  himself  objecting  in  his 
character  of  agent  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
prelates  of  Ireland !  What  is  there  in  such 
conduct  that  demands  the  exalted  qualifi- 
cation of  "  apostolical  firmness.'' 

That  the  Catholic  prelates  founded  this 
concluding  resolution  on  representations 
extraneous  of  the  fact  is  too  evident,  and 
cannot  be  sufficiently  lamented.  In  the 
spirit  of  those  misrepresentations,  most  of 
the  later  works  of  Dr:  Milner  are  written, 
in  which  the  old  parliamentary  supporters 
of  the  Catholics  are  accused  of  machina- 
tions to  subvert  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion, by  requiring  security  for  the  religion 
of  the  establishment;  and  these  charges 
kave  been  reiterated  with  so  mUch  iadus- 
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try  of  misrepresentation  and  perversion  of 
facts,  as  to  have  excited  the  most  serious 
distrust  and  discontent  in  the  minds  .of 
some  of  the  best  disposed  Catholics,  even 
to  the  length  of  producing  public  meet- 
ings to  guard  against  visionary  dangers. 
I  will,  nevertheless,  confidently  look  for- 
ward, with  anxious  expectation,  to  the 
period  when  all  these  misconstructions 
will  give  way  to  the  force  of  truths  and  to 
the  revival  of  that  reciprocal  confideQce 
which  alone  can  insure  the  successful 
termination  of  a  cause  in  which  the  inter- 
ests and  indeed  the  honour  of  so  many 
millions  of  our  fellow  subjects  are  so 
deeply  involved. 

It  was  well  known,  that  I  have  very 
recently  stood  in  a  situation  most  flatter- 
ing to   my  own  feelings;    adcredited  as 
I  had  been  by  the  whole  Catholic  nobi- 
lity of  England,  and  a  most  respectable 
body  of  others  professing  the  Roman  com- 
munion, to  urge  their  cause  in  parliament. 
No  man  could  doubt  of  the   successful 
termination  of  their  cause,  and  I  could 
not  be  insensible  of  the  honourable  dis- 
tinction of  having  my  name  coupled  with 
the  fame  of  an  act  which  was  to  restore  so 
meritorious  a  class  of  our  fellow-subjects  to 
the  full  benefits  of  the  constitution :  yet  as 
my  opinions  were  not  wholly  in  unison  with 
some  of  those  honourable  persons,  as  to 
the  precise  means  of  attaining  the  object, 
and  especially  as  the  measures  I  had  pro- 
posed, had  been  so  actively  discredited  by 
the  misrepresentations  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  I  declined  altogether  the  honour^ 
able  trust  which  had  so  long  been  confid- 
ed to  me,  wishing  that  it  should  rather 
devolve  upon  one  whose  opinions  had  not 
been  questioned  as  to  the  provisions  of  en- 
actment most  suitable  to  the  cause,  more 
especially  with  relation  to  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  to  whom  my  own  opinions  had 
been  represented  in  a  light  very  ill  calca- 
lated  to  conciliate  their  confidence.    Such 
was  the  answer  I  g%ve  to  a  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  a  deputation  of  Catholics,  who 
had  done  me  the  honour  to  request  me  to 
revive  their  Petition  to    parliament.    I 
had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  my  mo- 
tives for  declining  it  were  approved  ;  and 
that  a  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Elliot)  com- 
petent in  every  degree  to  acquit  the  trust 
with  advantage,  had  since  accepted   it, 
i^nd  who,  with  myself,  must  feel  no  com- 
mon interest  in  the  cause,  but  must  be 
impressed  with  equal  reverence  and  emu- 
.  lation,  when  treading  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  great  character  now  unfortunately  no 
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more,  oar  inestimable  friend  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham,) who  was  originally  charged  by 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  England  as  the 
advocate  of  their  claims.  It  is  indted 
true«  that  the  whole  of  the  obloqay  to 
which  I  haf  e  alluded  has  not  fallen  on  my- 
self. The  most  eminent  characters,  in  ei- 
ther House  of  Parliament,  have  not  escap- 
ed it;  and  the  most  unworthy  motives 
have  been  attributed  to  the  support  they 
have  so  strenuously  and  unintermittingly 
given  to  the  cause  of  the  petitioners ;  till 
at  length,  distrust  took  place  of  confidence, 
and  every  step  of  their  iriends,  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  was  from  time  to  time 
marked  with  some  inculpating  declaration 
or  resolution  of  the  associated  committees 
on  the  other  side.  Such  is  the  fact,  how- 
ever, I  am  fully  pre)>ared  to  breast  the 
full  surge  of  popular  obloquy,  founded,  as 
it  is,  on  misrepresentation,  and  to  conrole 
myself  with  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  my  duty,  not  less  to  my  fellow  subjects 
of  the  Catholic  communion,  than  of  the 
establishment. 

But  though,  in  speaking  of  the  misap- 
prehensions of  the  committeei  of  Irish  Ca- 
tholics, I  may  have  something  to  complain 
of,  I  feel  it  not  less  my  duty  to  speak  in  their 
defence  when  the  occasion  offers.  In  a 
paper  of  this  morning  (the  Morning  Pott) 
under  the  signature  of  "Russel/^  the  Ca** 
tholic  Committee  and  its  satellites,  as  they 
are  contumeliously  denominated,  are  ac- 
cused of  the  publication  and  extensive  cir- 
culation of  Ward's  Errata,  "  the  most  in- 
famous work,''  as  is  stated  "  which  was 
ever  printed  :"  "  and  that  its  re*appear- 
ance,  it  is  observed,  had  given  just  caose 
of  offence  to  Protestants  of  all  denomina- 
tions." Of  this  imputation  I  can,  in  the 
most  decided  manner,  acquit  the  Catholic 
committee.  The  work  in  question  is  of  a 
very  antiquated  date,  and  a  bookseller 
considering,  some  time  ago,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  Catholic  claims  might  excite  the 
active  currency  of  a  new  edition,  naturally 
sought  his  own  proBt  in  the  extended  sale. 
The  names  indeed  of  many  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  stand  as  subscribers,  but 
not  a  single  prelate  of  their  church  is  of  the 
number;  and  in  a  letter  which  I  sometime 
since  received  from  the  titular  archbishop 
of  Dublin,  Dr.  Troy,  he  judiciously  consi- 
ders it  a  very  ill-timed  publication,  and 
regrets  much  that  it  had  appeared  :— -least 
of  all  was  the  Catholic  committee  there- 
fore to  be  accused  of  that  publication. 

Thus  much  of  this  charge;  but  in  the 
same  articlei  under  the  same  tigna|are, 
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stands  another  charge,  at  little  tupportod 
but  not  lest  mischievously  directed  against 
the  Chancellors  of  the  two  Universities 
"  whose  principles  are  so  loose,  (it  states,) 
that  for  the  furtherance  of  party  viewi^ 
the  utmost  indi£ference  is  shewn  by  them 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  con- 
stitntion,  and  a  total  disregard  to  the  feeU 
ing  of  the  individuals  they  represent*' 
Of  the  pority  of  lord  Grenville's  condad 
in  this  respect,  I  will  say  nothing  in  tho 
presence  of  the  noble  lord  on  the  bench 
near  me,  who  is  so  nearly  related  to  the 
high  character  thus  traduced,  nor  is  it  ne« 
c^ssary  indeed  that  any  thing  should  be 
said  to  repel  a  charge  so  unfounded.  Bol 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge  I  consider  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  say  a  few  words.  It  has  been  my 
good  fortune,  for  many  years,  to  be  ho- 
noured with  the  friendship  of  that  illut* 
trioQS  personage,  and  to  be  frequently  in 
hit  society ;  but  I  can  take  upon  myself 
to  say  that,  to  the  pretent  hour,  I  can  fom 
no  opinion  of  his  tentimentt  on  thit  que»" 
tion,  which  hat  been  to  often  agitated,  and 
of  which  the  implied  tnpport  constitutes 
the  great  offence  in  the  apprehension  of 
the  writer  of  thit  article.  It  it  potsible  tbal 
the  illottriout  pertonege  mav  not  have 
made  op  hit  mind  fully  npontne  quettionj 
bat  least  of  all  is  his  Royal  Highneit 
open  to  a  charge  of  "  disregard  of  the 
feelings  of  the  individuals  he  represented^ 
or  indifference  to  the  fundamental  princi* 
pies  of  the  constitntion.''  The  constitu* 
tion  in  Church  and  Sute  has  not  a  more 
jealons  friend,  and  this  assertion  I  am  per« 
suaded  will  he  assented  to  by  the  applaod* 
ingjroice  of  this  House. 

With  respect  to  the  anivertitiet  iheni« 
selves,  it  it  to  be  regretted  that  their  pro* 
ceedings  with  relation  to  the  present  quet* 
tion  had  not  originated  at  an  earlier  period^ 
and  conseonently  been  more  decorously 
adopted.  XMsapproving  the  object,  ana 
conceiving  it  to  be,  as  they  profess,  of  an 
injurious  tendency,  they  might  naturally 
be  expected  to  manifest  that  disapprobi^ 
tion  in  the  constitutional  mode  they  haT# 
adopted;  but  surely  the  universities 
would  have  better  contulted  their  owa 
dignity  if  they  had  proceeded  with  lets 
precipiution.  In  both  eniversities  that 
precipitation  has  been  but  too  evident^ 
thoegh  not  equally  so  in  each.  It  it  a 
known  fact,  that  the  right  rev.  master 
of  the  most  contiderable  college  in  the 
nnivertity  of  Cambridge,  though  resident 
on  the  tpot»  wat  not  apprised  of  the  pre^ 
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posed  act  of  the  senafe,  until  the  day  im- 
mediately preceding  that  upon  which  the 
address  was  voted. 

That  the  apprehensions  of  many  mem- 
bers of  those  learned  bodies  had  been 
greatly  excited  in  disfavour  of  the  object 
of  the  petitioners  was  but  too  evident^and 
the  effects  also  of  those  apprehensions  had 
extended  very  widely.  Diocesan  charges 
of  some  prelates  of  the  establishment,  dis* 
courses  from  the  pulpit,  and  the  daily 
emanations  from  the  press,  adverse  to  their 
cause,  have  all  contributed  to  keep  alive 
the  influence  of  antiquated  prejudices, 
though  resisted  by  other  prelates  and  di- 
vines of  the  most  eminent  talents  and 
learning,  whose  attachment  to  the  na* 
tional  Church  is  above  suspicion.  Much, 
however,  as  that  influence,  in  the  extent 
of  its  operation,  is  to  be  lamented,  it 
certainly  ought  so  far  to  be  respected,  as 
to  prompt  us  to  direct  every  efibrt  to  in- 
form the  judgment  of  tliose  who  have 
viewed  the  question  through  the  preju- 
dices of  so  m%ny  centuries,  and  at  any 
rale,  to  avoid  precipitation  in  a  measure 
ivhich  involves  so  considerable  a  departure 
,  from  the  policy  of  our  ancestors.  No 
man  can  look  forward  more  confidently 
than  myself,  to  those  constitutional  be- 
nefits the  state  would  derive  from  ulti- 
mate concessions ;  but  no  man  can  depre- 
cate those  concessions,  more  than  myself, 
if  unaccompanied  with  such  securities  as 
may  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  most  timid,  in 
a  rational  view  of  their  nature  and  extent. 
When  the  question  is  roundly  and  con- 
cisely put,  and  the  answer  given,  that  a 
repeal  of  every  act  of  restriction,  with  un- 
limited concession,  is  that  which  is  de- 
manded ;  alarm  is  naturally  excited,  and 
we  are  disposed  to  ask — whetlier  the  pe- 
titioners really  mean  that  no  barriers 
should  be  opposed  to  the  possible  encroach* 
ment  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ?   From  the 

{period  of  the  conquest,  at  least,  our  Catho* 
ic  ancestors  did  think  it  incumbent  upon 
them  to  provide  such  guards;  and  such 
has  invariably  been  the  course  adopted 
by  every  other  state.  No  rational  objec- 
tion can,  in  a  dispassionate  view,  be 
made  against  placing  the  Catholic  subject 
Qn  the  same  footing  as  he  stood,  anterior 
to  the  Reformation,  with  respect  to  every 
essential  civil  privilege,  reserving  to  the 
state  that  unquestionable  security  for  its 
establishment,  which  it  never  can  consis- 
tently relinquish. 

It  is  a  matter  of  interesting  and  even 
entertaining,  research  to  look  back  to  the 
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pages  of  our  own  history  as  connected  with 
this  subject ;  when  our  Catholic  ancestors, 
animated  with  the  jealous  spirit  of  enlight- 
ened patriotism,  secured  their  freedom,  by 
raising  at  once  a  barrier  against  the.  en- 
croachments of  the  crown  and  af  the  tiara. 
Nor  indeed,  were  the  sovereigns  of  those 
days  (with  very  few  exceptions)  more  dis- 
posed to  submit  themselves  to  the  papal 
yoke,  than  their  descendants  of  the  present 
hour. 

The  historian  of  William  the  Conqueror 
records  bis  resistance  against  the  assump- 
tion of  Gregory  VII.-— the  most  enter- 
prising of  the  ancient  pontiffs,  in  extend- 
ing the  temporal  influence  of  the  see  of 
Rome,— who,  with  the  demand  of  what 
is  termed  Peter- pence,  insisted  also  upon 
homage  for  the  crown  of  England.  The 
answer  of  William  is  on  record.  "  Of 
these  demands,''  says  he,  '<  one  I  have 
granted;  the  other  refused;  homage  I 
would  not,  nor  will  I  do;  for  I  did  not 
promise  it  myself,  nor  can  I  learn  that  it 
was  ever  done  by  my  predecessors.^' 

A  requisition  was  also  made  of  Edward 
the  First  by  Pope  Boniface  VIII.  that  he 
should  desist  from  his  expedition  against 
Scotland,  as  the  Pope  claimed  it  as  a  fief 
of  the  Church ;  the  king  submitted  the 
Papal  demands  to  the  English  barons,  who 
resisted  the  interference  of  the  Pope  with 
the  stout  independence  of  the  true  Eng- 
lish character.  "  Our  lord  the  King''  (say 
they  to  the  Pope)  "  shall  not  plead  before 
you,  nor  submit  to  any  trial  or  enquiry, 
or  send  messengers  to  your  court;  espe- 
cially as  such  proceedings  would  be  in 
manifest  disinherison  of  the  rights  of  the 
crown  of  England,  and  the  royal  dignity; 
the  evident  subversion  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  prejudice  of  the 
liberties,  customs  and  laws,  which  we  have 
inherited  from  our  fathers ;  to  the  obser- 
vance and  defence  of  which  we  are  bovnd 
by  our  oaths,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
God,  will  defend,  with  all  our  strength." 
—Such  was  the  language  held  by  English 
Catholics  to  a  Pope,  when  Papal  influence 
was  in  its  zenith. 

We  find  also  that  William  of  Gainsbo- 
rough, bishop  of  Worcester,  in  1302,  was 
finc^  a  thousand  marks  by  the  king  for 
receiving  a  bull  of  institution  from  the 
Pope,  which  committed  him  to  the  charge 
of  the  temporalities  as  well  as  the  spi* 
ritualities  of  his  bishopric,  and  was  com- 
pelled publicly  to  renounce  the  obnoxiom 
clause,  and  to  declare  that  he  held  the 
tempor^ties  of  none  but  the  king.       .  ^ 
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The  memorable  circumsiancety  aiten* 
dant  on  the  prorootioo  of  cardinal  Adrian 
by  Henry  1,  to  the  bishopric  of  Bath  and 
Welts,  are  not  to  be  passed  over  in  this 
part  of  the  enquiry •  The  cardinal  was 
then  at  Rome,  and  the  king  named  the  bi- 
shop of  Worcester,  the  dean  of  St.  Paols, 
and  Hugh  Young,  professor  of  divinity,  to 
receive  from  the  cardinal  an  abjoration  of 
every  pretension  of  the  Pope  that  coald 
constructively  militate  against  the  preroga- 
tives  of  the  crown,  or  the  independence  of 
the  state.—"  I  renounce,  says  he,  all  and 
every  word,  clause  and  sentence  in  the 
apostolic  bulles  directed  to  me  concerning 
my  aforesaid  bishopric,  which  are  prejn* 
dicial  to  my  sovereign  lord  the  king,  or 
his  heirs,  or  the  rights,  customa  and  pre- 
rogatives of  the  kingdom/'  This  oath  was 
administered  to  the  cardinal  at  the  very 
foot,  as  it  may  be  said,  of  the  pontifical 
throne. 

[Sir  J.  H.  then  adverted  to  various  do- 
cuments recognizing  the  antiquity  of  Ca- 
tholic allegiance  subsequent  to  the  Refor- 
mation, referring  to  Dodd's  History  of  the 
Church  and  other  authors.  He  also  no- 
ticed the  adverse  opinions  of  prelates  of 
the  establishrodht;  those  of  bishop  Bar- 
rington,  of  bishop  Sparke,  and  of  bishop 
Huntiogford,  and  opposed  to  them  the 
contrasted  sentiments  of  bishop  Watson,  of 
bishop  Horsley,  of  bishop  Law,  and  of 
bishop  Buihurst,  who  in  their  speeches  in 
parliament,  or  in  charges  to  their  clergy, 
had  borne  the  most  honourable  testimony 
to  Catholic  loyalty,  and  roost  of  them 
contended  in  favour  of  their  admission  to 
the  full  benefits  of  the  constitution.!  The 
speeches  of  bishop  Bathurst  in  1801  and 
1811,  are  of  particular  interest:  in  the 
latter  speech  that  liberal  and  enlightened 
prelate  has  referred  to  the  interesting  cor* 
respondence  between  archbishop  Wake, 
and  the  ecclesiastical  historian  Dnpin. 
The  attachment  of  the  archbishop  to  the 
Church  of  England,  had  been  never  ques- 
tioned, (as  bishop  Bathurst  observed,)  yet 
he  shrinks  not  from  the  candid  exposition 
of  hi9  Catholic  correspondent  in  stating 
the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  ;  still  less  does  he  arraign  her 
doctrines  as  pregnant  with  "  idolatiy,  and 
blasphemy,  and  sacrilege ;"  nor  the  Ca- 
tholics themselves  who  hold  the  ''  confes- 
sion of  the  council  of  Trent,  as  enemies  of 
all  laws,  divine  and  human,  and  sach  as 
should  be  excluded  or  driven  from  oor 
courts  and  our  armies  \" 

it  cannot  be  too  mucfa  vegretled  that 


sQch  opinions  have  been  pronoanjced  by 
such  eminent  authorities,  end  while  mo* 
dem  publications  are  industrious  in  propi* 
gating  opinions  so  iojnrioos  to  such  a  vast 
mass  of  our  fellow  subjects,  comprehend* 
io§(  not  less  than  a  fourth  of  the  popolatioa 
of  the  United  Kingdon,  I  feel  it  my  doty 
on  the  present,  as  1  have  also  on  a  former 
occasion,  to  oppose  to  them  the  contrasted 
sentiments  of  other  prelates,  not  leas  emi« 
nent  for  their  talents  and  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  establishment.  Indeed,  so 
little  influenced  by  such  prejudices  we* 
archbishop  Wake,  that  he  scruples  not  lo 
avow  in  that  correspondence  with  Men* 
sieur  Dopin,  that,  «« in  the  doctrine  of  the 
Chorch  of  Rome,  as  explained  by  him, 
there  was  no  great  diflerence  of  opinion 
between  them ; — still  less  as  to  ecclesias- 
tical discipline,  and  in  fondamental  prin- 
ciples, whether  of  doctrine  or  discipline, 
they  scarcely  differed  at  all,^'  or,  in  his 
own  words—'  In  dogmatibos,  pro  o|  i  le 
'  candid^  proponnntor,  non  admodom  dis- 
*sentimus;  m  regimine  ecclesiastici,. 
'  miuQs ;  in  fundamentalibns  sen  doc* 
'  trinam,  sen  disciplinam  spectes,  vix  oa* 
'  nino.' 

Such  was  the  opinion  gravelv  and  deli* 
berately  expressed,  by  one  of  toe  soundeil 
of  onr  tneologians,  and  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  oor  Church;  bat  what  is  of 
more  importance  for  parliament  and  the 
public  to  ascertain,  in  the  present  view  of 
the  question,  is  the  real  state  of  Catholic 
principles,  as  applicable  to  the  integrity 
of  their  allegiance,— and  whether  the  de- 
clarations so  repeatedly  made  by  Catho- 
lics, be,  in  fact,  strictly  conformable  to  the 
tenets  of  the  doctrine,  and  essential  dis- 
cipline of  their  Church. 

But,  says  the  Catholic — Do  we  not  ab* 
jure,  on  oath,  all  those  obnoxious  tenets 
which  are  imputed  to  os  ?— The  answer 
will  probably  be  given,  as  it  has  been  hot 
too  often  given,  "  Yes,  you  swear  indeed, 
but  the  dispensing  power  in  the  estimation 
of  your  Church  will  relieve  you  from  the 
moral  responsibility  of  vour  oath !"  Socb, 
however,  I  am  persuaded,  would  not,  nor 
could  be  the  answer ;  if  that  body  of  evi* 
dence  were  to  be  laid  before  the  public^ 
which  would  unquestionably  appear  on 
the  report  of  such  a  committee,  as  I  hare 
so  often,  and  so  earnestly  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  namely,  a 
select  committee,  constituted  with  the 
usual  powers  and  latitude  of  investigation* 
Such  a  report  would  shew  to  the  country 
Ibe  baAis  on  which  fiarliamenl  proposed  lo 
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legislate.  How  often  and  how  benefi- 
cially are  such  elucidatory  reports  cir- 
culated for  the  like  purpose,  even  upon 
ordinary  occasions?  And  where  can  there 
be  found  an  object  so  seriously  demanding 
«uch  an  exposition,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, as  that  great  object,  at  present, 
before  the  House.  Need  I  say  that  it  in- 
volves a  roost  striking  and  material  de- 
parture from  a  policy  which  has  been  the 
received  policy  for  ages ;  and  the  negative 
^ide  of  the  question,  it  must  be  admitted, 
is  in  unison  with  our  earliest  prejudices, 
prejudices  sincerely  admitted,  and  with 
difficulty  to  be  eradicated.  The  mere  act 
of  legislation,  however  great  the  parlia- 
mentary majorities  with  which  it  may  be 
carried^  will  still  be  comparatively  unsub- 
stantial, till  hailed  by  the  according  pub- 
lic voice,  enfranchised  from  its  prejudices. 
The  human  mind  is  not  so  readily  libe- 
ralized as  civil  franchises  can  be  extended 
by  the  mere  act  of  legislation.  The  Ca- 
tholic would  soon  see  and  impressively 
feel  the  justice  and  prudence  attached  to 
such  an  intervening  course  as  that  pro- 
posed; At  every  step,  his  political  cha- 
racter would  brighten,  and  every  hour 
would  give  new  strength  to  his  cause. 
In  a  word,  he  would  become  convinced 
that  the  great  object  in  view  was  cordially 
to  bind  the  Catholic  to  the  member  of  the 
establishment^  by  the  reciprocal  "  ties  of 
affection"  as  well  as  "  of  interest,*'  ties, 
such  as  the  legislature  has  recognized  to 
be  the  paramount  principle  in  the  laws 
hitherto  modified  or  abrogated  on  this 
subject :  And  in  the  full  spirit  of  that 
principle  it  is  that  I  shall  give  my  most 
cordial  assent  to  the  preliminary  and  ne- 
cessary step,  comprehended  in  the  motion 
fif  my  right  hon.  friend, 

Mr.  W,  Bankes.'^  should  be  as  much 
overrating  my  own  powers  as  under- 
valuing the  time  of  this  House,  if  I  were 
10  pretend  to  expatiate  over  that  wide  ex- 
lent,  or  to  wind  through  that  intricate 
labyrinth  of  topics  that  have  from  time  to 
time  been  discussed,  as  part  of  the  present 
question  ;  or  if,  after  it  has  passed  so  re- 
peatedly under  discussion,  and  through 
the  hands  of  such  men,  I  could  hope  to  set 
it  in  any  new  point  of  view.  But  happily 
for  me  (I  may  perhaps  say  happily  for  all 
who  take  part  in  it,)  the  field  of  argument 
lies  before  us  contracted  and  retrenched, 
it  has  shrunk  into  a  narrower  basis,  its 
boundaries  have  been  defined,  and  its  de- 
lenceleis  outposts  abandoned.    There  are 
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now  but  few  minds  in  which  this  measare 
confounds  itself  with  a  toleration  of  re- 
ligious exercise,  and  as  few  voices  that  are 
raised  to  urge  it  as  a  claim  of  natural  pa* 
ramount  right. 

I  stay  not  a  moment  therefore  to  de* 
mons'rate  how  fully  that  toleration  is  en- 
joyed, how  necessary  I  deem  it  that  it 
should  be,  how  much  I  rejoice  that  it  is* 
Still  less  will  I  stay  to  advert  to  the  glaring 
inconsistency  of  talking  of  the  natural 
rights  of  citizens,  it  is  the  coupling  of 
terms  which  are  in  plain  opposition  to 
each  other,  that  of  a  citizen  being  purely 
an  artificial  relation :  what  may  be  the 
rights  of  man  in  a  savage  and  nnsocial 
state  concerns  us  not :  he  who  talks  of 
civil  rights  can  mean  no  more  than  what 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  state  do 
actually  recognize,  or,  consistent  with  its 
security  and  well  being,  might  admit. 
But  I  have  done  with  this.  These  are 
positions  which,  in  the  heat  of  argumen* 
tative  contention,  were  seized  on  for  their 
loftiness,  they  have  been  isolated  and  un- 
tenable, and  are  abandoned.  Stripped  of 
the  martyr  brightness  of  persecuted  faitbj 
stripped  of  the  tragic  mask  of  outraged 
humanity,  the  question  has  at  last  ap- 
proached us  in  its  own  proper  character, 
in  the  simple  quiet  form  of  a  question  of 
state  expediency.  We  have  heard  it  in 
the  thunder  and  in  the  whirlwind,  and 
here  at  last  is  the  still  small  voice  1 

This  warning  voice  appeals  not  to  our 
compassion,  not  to  our  remorse,  not  to  oar 
piety,  but  to  our  terrors  and  our  tense  of 
clanger.  To  this  altar  we  are  to  fly  for 
our  own  security  ;  this  we  are  to  embrace 
that  we  may  escape :  it  is  to  be  our  pal- 
ladium ;  and,  like  Constantino  we  are  to 
conquer  under  the  sign  of  the  cross.  How ! 
it  is  said,  in  times  of  peril  and  difficulty 
like  these,  how !  when  every  wind  under 
heaven  is  driving  upon  us,  shall  we  leave 
some  of  the  main  timbers  of  our  fabric 
unfastened,  to  vibrate  with  every  gust; 
perhaps  to  crush  all  in  their  separation ! 
When  the  world  stands  arrayed  against  iiif, 
'sball  we  not  strive  to  be  united  at  home, 
to  stifle  all  animosities,  and  heal  all  di« 
visions?  Most  assuredly.  I  do  more  than 
admit  its  truth,  I  feel  and  1  urge  its  neces- 
sity. It  is  this  very  consideration  led  me 
to  weigh  this  question  the  more  attentively, 
it  is  this  very  consideration  that  has  de* 
cided  me  in  opposing  it  With  this  ardent 
desire  of  unanimity,  is  it  possible  that  I 
can  accede  to  a  measure  which  seems  to 
sow  the  seed  of  new  struggles  end  aew 


Cammiidu  on  the  Ramtm  CtUkoUe  Cfawit* 


T97] 

rivalships,  from  which  I  can  augor  noihing 
but  tumult  and  ferment  in  the  outset,  and 
intrigues  and  jealousies  to  all  aftertimes. 
It  is  this  I  deduce  from  the  experience  of 
all  history,  and  anticipate  the  future  from 
the  retrospect  of  the  past.  But  we  are 
told  that  times  are  changed.  What !  so 
changed  and  so  disordered  that  none  of 
this  experience  will  apply  ?  Then  I  will 
ask,  are  these  disordered  times«  times  for 
experiments  that  are  doubtful,  and  inno- 
vations that  are  sudden  ? 

Is  this  a  time  to  turn  state  alchymists, 
to  tamper  with  the  crucible,  and  to  mingle 
ingredients  which  in  their  combination 
may  explode  ? 

Four  millions ;  it  is  urged  !  "  Four  mil- 
lions,'' is  repeatedly  dinned  into  our  ears, 
as  if  this  were  per  se  an  irrefragable  argu* 
nient  for  this  concession.  Now  let  those 
hen.  gentlemen  remember  that  if,  on  the 
one  hand,  this  may  seem  to  enforce  the 
expediency,  so  on  the  other,  in  a  like  pro- 
portion, it  must  increase  the  hazard  ;  and 
as  I  am  not  surprised  that  those  who  adTO- 
cate  this  cause  feel  encouragement  from 
those  numbers,  so  let  not  them  be  surprised 
if  to  him  who  discerns  in  it  the  sources  of 
mischief,  it  appears  just  by  so  much  the 
more  formidable.  The  intimidation  may 
work  in  opposite  directions,  if  it  daunt 
them  from  refusing,  so  it  may  daunt  us 
from  conceding  this  power.  It  is  a  sword 
that  has  two  edges  ;  it  is  a  colour  that  will 
tint  and  heighten  either  sketch. 

For  my  own  part,  I  would  to  heaven  I 
could  think  it  safe  to  grant  their  Petition; 
and  this  not  so  much  an  incitement  as  a 
recompense  !  We  hear  that  our  fleets  and 
our  armies  are  full  of  these  brave  Irish, 
and  it  is  this  makes  me  grieve  to  reject 
their  prayer.  It  is  because  they  are  brave 
and  they  are  loyal ;  it  is  because  in  spite 
of  their  disqualification,  we  have  their 
services;  it  is  because,  at  this  moment,  I 
am  contemplating  them,  covered  with 
wounds  and  with  laurels,  around  the  walls 
ofBadajoz,  that  I  would  fain  have  seen 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  heart's  de- 
sire; and  this  without  diminishing  the 
grace  of  the  boon  by  proving  to  how  very 
few  any  real  sensible  benefit  could  result. 
It  is  true,  they  are  brave,  and  they  are 
loyal.  But  are  they  above  'the  ordinary 
passions  and  interests  of  human  natnre  ? 
Are  they  not  men  ?  Will  they  not  act  as 
all  other  men  have  done  in  parallel  cases? 
It  is  notorious  that  thece  is  a  superior  de- 
gree of  zea)  and  of  activity^  and  a  firmer 
principle  of  co-operation  in  all  smaller 
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bodies  whatever,  asdistinffotshed  from  tho 
community  at  large ;  and  this  is  found  to 
obtain  the  more  where  a  religious  differ- 
ence constitutes  the  line  of  separation. 

But,  for  the  present,  I  will  wave  tbia 
last  circumstance,  and  consider  this  body 
with  whom  we  have  to  treat,  simply  as  m 
numerous  class  of  subjects  who  have  views 
and  interests  in  common,  who  are  ac* 
customed  to  think  and  act  collectively^ 
who  are  recognised  as  a  distinct  parly» 
and  peculiarly  so  embodied  and  organized 
at  the  present  time.  So  far,  in  this  view» 
frbm  imputing  any  peculiar  malignity,  i| 
is  rather  in  the  social  virtues  themselves 
that  I  trace  a  source  of  mischief ;  in  gra^ 
titode  and  fraternal  fidelity. 

Now,  can  it  be  supposed  that  men  thus 
long  accustomed  to  act  in  concert,  em- 
barked in  one  common  cause,  brothers  in 
debate,  brothers  in  risk  and  in  perse* 
verance,  in  the  very  hour  coo  when  they 
receive  the  accomplisbment  of  their  wishct, 
in  the  hoar  when  their  hearts  are  full,  and 
when  success  has  shewn  them  the  strength 
of  their  co-operation,^  is  it  to  be  believed 
that  they  (the  badge  of  whose  league,  let 
us  remember,  emancipation  will  not  super* 
sede,  nor  oblivion  wear  away,)  will>  so 
soon  as  the  pasture  is  opened  to  them,  mix 
inducriminatel^  with  theh^rd  ?  Will  they 
become  one  with  the  mass  of  the  people* 
and  drop'  as  water  to  water  ?  Wdl  they 
not  continue  to  feel  as  a  party  ?  Will  not 
the  chords  of  their  passions  vibrate  in 
unison?  Will  they  not  be  perpetually 
dreaming  that  they  are  favoured  or  dis- 
countenanced as  Catholics  are  advanced 
or  passed  over  ?  Will  it  be  matter  of  in* 
difference  whether  one  of  themselves  or 
any  other  be  selected  ?  More  especially 
let  us  consider  the  lower  orders.  What 
exaggeration  have  they  not  heard  of  the 
importance  of  this  acquisition  ?  What  ex- 
pectations have  they  not  formed?  They 
have  been  taught  to  estimate  the  crreatness 
of  the  boon  by  the  measure  of  their  own 
importunity.  For  my  own  part,  I  cannot 
conceive  but  that  it  would  be  ground  of 
murmur  and  complaint,  if  they  do  not 
themselves  discover  some  sensible  benefit. 
But  how,  if  it  should  so  happen,  that  none 
of  their  whole  body  be  called  into  im« 
mediate  notice  ?  Is  it  the  part  of  a  mul- 
titude to  consider  that  (however  numerous) 
yet  bearing  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
nation  at  large,  the  lot  can  but  seldom  be 
expected  to  fall  amongst  them?  No; 
they  will  look  to  their  own  numbers ;  they 
will  reflect  uppn  the  four  millions,  and  (es 
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seems  to  be  much  the  fashion  upon  that 
side  of  the  question,)  they  will  forget  the 
eleven.  But  they  will  sit  down  satisfied 
that  they  have  nothing  more  to  claim. 
Will  they?  What!  have  they  none 
amongst  them  upon  whom  their  eyes  will 
more  particularly  be  fixed  ?  Will  they 
not  be  fixed  upon  those  chosen  leaders 
whom  they  have  long  supported  and 
obeyed,  whose  names  and  services  are  fa- 
miliar to  them  all,  whom  in  gratitude,  in 
allegiance  almost,  they  must  feel  them- 
selves  bound  to  advance,  and  whose  exalt* 
ation  must  appear  their  own  ? 

We  know  how  much  every  faction  is 
d'nvposed  to  magnify  its  leaders,  and  most 
of  all  a  struggling  faction  ;    ultimate  suc- 
cess  is  not  likely  to  diminish   this  high* 
conceived  opinion.     Then  surely  it  will 
be   matter  of  astonishment  to  those  who 
think  they  have  among  them  the  most  qua- 
lified and  the  most  worthy,  the  most  able 
and  the  most  eloquent,  should    the  door 
stand  open,  and  yet  upon  looking  in  they 
should   behold   no  brother  Catholic  fvel- 
comed   into   power.     And  will   not   this 
astonishment  torn  to  suspicion  and  disgust 
and  resentment?     Yes,  it  will  turn,  and 
will  turn  the  most  upon  those  who  have 
laboured  to  encourage  the  delusion.     For 
at  present  this  measure  seems  only  likely 
to  take  effect  in  the  case  of  those  gentle- 
men coming  into  office,  who  (if  we  may 
judge  from  recent  circumstances,)  are  the 
most  desirous  to  have  it  all  to  themselves. 
And  in   that  case  they  will  soon  discover 
their  ignorance  of  human  nature,  if  they 
have  conceived  that  such  a  multitude  has 
been  for  years  exerting  all  its  strength  for 
the  attainment  of  a  bare  remote  possibility, 
without  any  one  definite  expectation  of 
substantial  advantage.     Let  them  congra- 
tulate themselves  if,  for  a  time  at  least,  the 
ebb  of  their  Catholic  popularity  is  delayed. 
For,  let  the  million,  (which  is  most  unlike- 
ly) be  never  so  fickle,  never  so  forgetful  of 
its  leaders,  will  those  leaders  be  as  forget- 
ful of  the   million  ?     Will   they   for  ever 
hush  the  call  that  could  awaken  them,  and 
the  signal  that  could  bring  them  together  ? 
Such  power  is  too  tempting  to  be  always 
resisted.     Such  power  is  too  great  to  be 
willingly  put  into  the  hands  of  any  man. 
And  influence  founded  on  the  gratitude 
and  regard  of  thousands,  who'could  throw 
aside  ? 

It  is  in  this  view  that  the  present  mo- 
ment seems  to  me  so  peculiarly  inexpe- 
dient; now  that  the  ties  of  fellowship 
have  been  drawn  so  close  amoo'  the  Catho* 
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lies,  now  that  they  are  enrolled  in  a  sort 
of  congress  or  convention,  now  that  they 
are  so  so  systematically  combintd,  and 
have  so  readily  the  means  of  keeping  up  a 
communication  and  understanding  amongst 
themselves;  at  such  a  moment  1  say  it  is 
most  unsafe  to  set  the  seal  of  success  to 
the  bond  of  unity.  Do  what  you  will,  at 
such  a  time,  to  amalgamate  this  faction,  it 
will  not  crumble  into  mere  individuals,  it 
will  not  melt  into  the  mass  of  the  people. 
Be  the  country  at  never  so  low  an  ebb; 
such  a  replenishment  is  hazardous :  it  will 
but  pass  as  the  Uhone  does  through  th6 
Lake  of  Geneva,  without  mingJing  its 
waters;  it  will  not  indeed  taint  the  parity; 
it  may  extend  the  surface,  it  may  raise  the 
level,  it  may  deepen  the  shallows  ;  bot 
will  it  introduce  no  cross  current?  Will 
it  slumber  in  the  still  calm  bosom  of  the 
lake,  and  forget  its  homage  and  tribute  to 
the  ocean  ? 

But  it  is  a  party,  now  you  say  it  is;  and 
I  think  I  have  proved  that  if  its  object  be 
attained,  it  is  likely  to  continue  so ;  but  it 
i8*1!^ow  a  party  without  power,  and  it  is 
then  to  be  a  party  with  power ;  here  i^ 
the  distinction.  I  do  not  say  it  will  necea* 
sarily  abuse  this  power,  but  I  ask  is  such  h 
body  nothing  thrown  in  the  lump  into  the 
one  scale  or  into  the  other?  Nothing  fof 
the  spirit  and  intrigue  of  party  to  work 
upon  ?  May  not  times  come  when,  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other,  they  will  bid  high  fot 
such  a  support  ?  May  there  not  be  those 
who  would  be  for  keeping  such  a  body  in 
good  humour  upon  any  terms?  What 
fatal  concessions  then  may  it  not  be  at 
least  in  their  power  to  extort  from  a  de» 
dining  minister  or  an  eager  opposition  } 
And  all  this,  let  us  remember,  however 
eventually  pernicious  to  the  state,  hew- 
ever  fatal  id  the  very  outset  to  our  Church 
establishment,  in  a  cause  which,  besides 
that  it  is  their  inclination  and  their  in- 
terest,  it  is  in  them  virtue,  it  is  pitfty  to 
advance. 

For  let  us  now  consider  a  little  more 
closely,  what  is  the  badge  and  link  of  as* 
sociation  that  is  to  hold  this  body  together^ 
what  this  characteristic  which  no  consoH* 
dation  with  the  community  at  large  can 
do  away.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  religion. 
What  does  this  not  promise  of  perpetuity  f 
What  not  of  zi^al  and  of  courage  to  the 
cause  ? 

When  I  add  that  it  is  the  Popish  reli* 
gion,  does  nothing  more  occur  to  us  ?  It 
is  not  the  mass ;  it  is  not  the  eucharist ;  it 
is  not  the  invocatioa  of  saints  and  ang^j^ 
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it  is  not  the  tolemn  reqaiem  for  the  dead. 
These  have  neither  my  hatred  nor  my  rt« 
dicale:  I  renerate  their  antiqaity»  I  re- 
spect their  imposing  suhlimity;  for  my 
own  part,  I  would  not  be  ashamed^  though 
my  soul  were. lifted  with  the  stream  of 
their  incense,  or  though  I  put  dp  a  prayer 
at  the  sound  of  the  passing-bell.  Not  all 
these  gorgeous  superstitions  could  dispose 
jne  to  acquiesce  in  th^ir  eit'clusion:  fiot  all 
these  did  actually  induce  >our  wiser  ances- 
tors to  exclude  them.  I  would  no  more 
fear  a  man,  simply  because  he  adored  tke 
Virgin  Mary,  than,  on  the  otiier  hand,  I 
would  have  formerly  feared  a  Puritan, 
iimply  becat^  he  sidnned  at  an  organ, 
era  surplice.^ 

No,  Sir :  it  is,  becauto  the  keys  of  hea* 
yen  were  made  to  unlock  ereiy  tMag 
that  is  valuable  upon  earth ;  it  Is  because 
the  tiara  is  too  much  made  up  of  teiiea- 
trial  crowils;  and  the  |iriesteraft;»  (as  ii 
somewhere  Well  said)  haswhaf  Ateliilnedeli 
wanted,  another  world  to-flz  iti  toginii 
open,  and  so  can  do  whatHWilt-withthii^ 
k  is  not  that  the  Romish  reKfion  i^  dan* 
geroos,  is  hostile  to  all  civil  goiftrtimenl. 
(Whoever  maintained  so  abflttr<l  a  poai* 
tion  ?)  To  some  forms  of  civil  govern^ 
ment,  to  monarchy,  even  to  abiolute  Aio- 
nanchy  it  is  favourable :  but  it  must  be  a 
Catholic  monarchy ;  it  is  dangeroos^  it  ia 
hostile  to  every  other.  It  is  said,  even  to 
m  proverb,  of  the  element  fire,  that  it  is  ''a 
good  servant  and  a  bad  master  ;"  now  the 
very  converse  is  true  of  Popety  ;  where  it 
has  the  ascendancy,  nothing  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  it  to  the  state,  where  it 
has  not,  it  is  to  be  dreaded  and  guarded 
against. 

I  will  not  go  through  the  detail  of  these 
doctrines  and  maxims,  which  have  so  fully, 
at  different  times,  been  exhibited  to  this 
House,  and  which,  in  fact,  a  verv  moderate 
acquaintance  with  history  must  have  forced 
upon  every  man's  attention ;  I  forbear  it, 
because  it  is  superfluous,  and  I  forbear  it 
from  inclination ;  I  •  am  not  for  viittittg 
upon  this  generation  all  the  usurpation 
and  iniquities  of  their  forefiiithers,  I  would 
not  advert  to  this  to  rendefr  them  ob- 
noxious, but  ourselves  secure.  I  am  not 
for  using  retaliation,  but  I  am  for  using 
experience. 

Now  I  am  aware.  Sir,  that  these  doc« 
trines  and  maxims  have  been  solemnly  dis- 
claimed, I  am  ready  to  admit  they  have 
been  disclaimed  at  the  very  fbuntun-head, 
by  those  from  whon^k  such  a  disclatmer 
comes  with  the  most  authesiticity  ttM'  tin 
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most  weight  But  upon  examining  the 
«enor  of  those  document^,  and  more  espe* 
cially  the  most  e:tpficit  wi^  valuable  of 
them-  all  (Pope  Pius's  letter)  we  shall  find 
little  reason  t6  be  satisfied.  They  deny 
and  they  disclahn  too  muclu  It  is  not 
"  that  their  Church  does  not,  at  this  day^ 
hold  such  and  such  doctrines^  but  that  h 
nevef  did,  it  is  iiot  that  their  Churcft 
does  not  aiyot^e  to  itself  sifch  and  sutft 
powers  now^  but  that  it  never  did.''  No# 
Will  histoty  beiir  Hiem  out  in  tins  ?  Will 
their  own  councils  and  decrees  bear  HMk 
out  ?  In  this  iifm  it  is  not  only  as  to  ve* 
racity,  that  the  ^hole  statement  becomei 
suspicious. 

But,  though  the  asseitidn  be  cdrred^ 
whas  do  we  gain  llrom  thepfotestations  cff 
a  Cherch  whose  practice  has  been  wo  sy»» 
temaliealiy  at  variance  with  its  avowal 
principles  I  for  realljr  is  it  i>ossible  tludk 
we  eao  look  vpoif  thtf  sodcesshre  and  pro^ 
gressive  usurpations  (I  nkiaht  almost  havlb 
said  lives)  of  sntlilk  series  of  Popes^  as  mere 
exceptions  aiid  carnal  deviations  lirom  th4 
esUblished  tenets  of  their  oWn  Churcfi; 
and  with  all  thijiir  infaUibifity  too  ?  It  ife 
true,  that  the  maxims  are  disiwiied.  bei 
in  disowning  them  no  change  whatever  tt 
profiessed.    It  isstill 

^  The  milk-white  hind  onspottad  and  on* 
dianged/' 

What  then  is  to  secure  us  ?  We  can  look 
back  and  see  what  was  her  conduct  in 
former  ages,  and  when  we  look  forward^ 
what  shall  assure  us  that  it  shall  not  recur  f 
What,  but  the  want  of  inclination!  A 
poor  security  f-^-Not  the  want  of  powe^r 
and  of  opportunity,  for  these  we  are  at  once 
to  concede ;  and  to  cbncede,  because 
though  their  tenets  remain  identically 
the  simie^  we  are  told  their  practice  is  re- 
formed ever  since  these  have  been  in  prd- 
caution  withheld ! 

Not  thaf  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  for 
calling  up  this  apparition  in  M  the  terrota 
With  iMhcb  damicss  has  invested  it,  I  aifi 
r*ady  to  mnt  that  these  horrors  of  fire 
tM  blood,  these  idiots  mid  persecutions; 
these  eif  gicMi  of  excommunication  and  ihp 
tolertace,  Intird  come  down  to  us  greatly 
hiHgiit^taied  by  bigdtry  and  prejudice;  but 
I  ma^  sty  in  the  Imes  which*  were  origi- 
miljr  #ritteif  of  a  Popbh  plot, 

&>me  truth  there  was.  though  dashed  an& 

brew'd  with  liss» 
To  fdease  die  foels»  and  pnade  all  the  wiset 

8adbee<fii%  tines  dilt  emtti  fiiUy  d4 
Bslisviag  aothfog^  or  hdisviagell» 
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If  I  am  asked  whether,  for  my  own 
part,  I  do  not  really  believe,  th^^t  thesr 
baneful  influences  are  wearing  out  of 
themselves,  I  answer,  I  certainly  do  :  if  I 
did  not,  I  should  think  that  we  had  already 
conceded  a  great  deal  too  much;  for  I 
never  can  suppose  that  our  ancestors  im- 
posed these  then  novel  restrictions  with- 
out  experience  of  their  necessity  :  we 
have  granted  more  than  many  successive 
ages  have  thought  it  prudent  to  grant ;  let 
us  remember,  if  the  Catholics  have 
changed  their  spirit,  so  have  we  changed 
their  condition ;  if  they  have  thrown  aside 
their  weapons,  so  have  we  laid  aside  our 
armour.  Let  any  one  compare  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  Papists,  with  that  in 
which  they  stood  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  reign  ;  and  I  think  he  cannot  but 
admit  that,  let  their  temper  be  never  so 
much  improved,  concession  has  at  the 
least  kept  pace  with  that  improvement— 
and  so  itsbould.be. 

But  let  us  not  be  too  precipitate ;  let 
this  pr9portion  still  be  observed  and  gra- 
duated^ Whilst  a  spark  of  this  fire  re- 
mains, there  is  risk ;  and  let  us  bear  in 
mind  too,  that  at  this  moment  the  eagles 
of  France  gripe  in  their  talons  the  thun- 
ders of  the  Vatican.  But  when  at  last, 
(and  pray  Heaven  that  day  be  not  far  dis* 
tant)  these  baneful  influences,  these  6b- 
noxious  principles  shall  be  wholly  gone 
and  vanished,  as  though  they  had  never 
been,  thea  none  will  more  rejoice  than  I 
shall  to  see  Catholic  and  Protestant  all 
upon  one  footing.  But,  alas !  That  day  is  ^ 
still  in  the  womb  of  time ;  these  are  not 
yet  wholly  gone  and  vanished  ;  from 
their  own  writings  I  could  prove  it,  from 
their  practice  I  could  prove  it,  nay,  if 
there  were  no  other,  I  would  need  to  look 
to  no  other  proof  than  their  refusal  of  the 
Veto!. 

Now  I  have  mentioned  the  Veto,  I 
would  say  a  few  words  upon  the  subject 
of  securities,  without  which  I  must  confess 
I  can  look  to  no  change  of  times  and  cir- 
cumstances under  which  I  could  accede  to 
this  measure.  Even  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  House  a  colour  of  some  security  is 
still  held  out,  though  in  the  same  breath 
so  much  is  thrown  in  about  uselessness, 
and  futility,  and  inadequacy  to  answer  any 
purpose,  that  if  we  may  found  any  con- 
jecture, or  form  any  probable  estimate  of 
what  this  particular  project  is  from  their 
general  language,  one  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  expect  any  thing  very  substantial 
or  satisfactory^  (if  even  in  point  of  fact 
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there  is  any  project  at  all).  I  say  conjee* 
ture ;  (without  offence  I  say  it)  for  whaft 
other  ground  have  we  to  go  upon  ?  We 
are  to  pledge  ourselves  to  the  measure  be« 
fore  the  terms  are  disclosed.  One  suspects 
a  buyer  of  no  great  liberality  who  ii 
ashamed  to  name  his  offer.  It  is  an  odd 
sort  of  a  bargain,  where  the  receiver  is  to 
be  paid  in  full,  and  afterwards  trusted  to 
for  an  abatement.  Here  we  are  to  set  ooi 
hands  to  a  bond,  in  which  (what  is  most 
ipaterial)  the  amount  of  the  sum,  and  tha 
nature  of  the  security,  is  to  be  left  blank  ! 
would  any  creature  upon  earth  treat  upop 
such  terms  ? 

Are  Catholic  dealings  to  be  as  contrary 
to  our  reason  as  Catholic  mysteries,  ana 
are  we  to  dispute  neither  one  nor  the 
other,  because  they  are  above  our  com* 
prehension  ?  But  we  are  told,  in  particular 
wi(h  respect  to  the  Veto,  that  there  was  a 
time  when  we  might  have  had  it ;  that 
that  time  b  passed  ;  that  we  must  o<m« 
cede  more  in  proportion  as  we  hare 
deferred  longer.  What!  is  there  a  sort 
of  compound  interest  gathering  upon 
these  claims  ?  Are  they  like  the  Sybil,  tha 
oftener  rejected,  the  higher  in  their  dtr 
mand  ? 

In  the  present  state  of  things  there  must 
be  no  preliminaries ;  the  offer  must  be.aU 
together  upon  the  part  of  parliament,  tha 
Catholics  will  make  none  \  Perhaps  there 
may  be  some  prudence  in  this,  since  oWm 
have  come  of  late  to  be  considered  matters 
of  insult  and  of  aggression.  But  really 
in  any  other  times,  I  should  not  have 
thought  it  unbecoming  a  petitioner  to  be 
explicit.  Let  us  attend  to  the  reason  that 
is  assigned  for  this  reserve ;  their  termf 
are  to  be  kept  secret,  because  they  would 
else  be  picked  and  pulled  to  pieces,  a^d 
cried  down  upon  this  side  of  the  House. 
Are  they  then  never  to  be  examined  and 
weighed  at  all  ?  Surely,  if  they  ever  are, 
the  bon.  gentlemen  opposite,  feeling  so 
conscious  that  these  securities  are  so  rery 
unsatisfactory,  and  certain  to  be  rejected, 
must  see  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
House,  that  it  is  better  this  should  take 
place  in  an  earlier  stage  than  one  mora 
advanced.  Besides,  that  it  would  be  so 
much  a  handsomer  mode  of  dealing,  both 
by  the  Cathcflic  body,  and  by  the  parliap* 
ment.  Can  any  thing  be  conceived  more 
productive  of  ill  humour  and  disgust,  more 
likely  to  bring  things  to  an  ill  issue,  than 
to  hold  out  the  full  expectation,  and  then^ 
from  the  insufficiency  of  the  security,  be 
obliged  to  retract  i 
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Do  not  those  hou.  gentlemen  know 
what  clamour  and  irritation  arise  from 
baffled  expectation  r  Alas !  they  do  know 
it.  They  know  it,  and  are  not  ashamed  to 
urge  this  clamour  and  irritation  as  argo- 
itients  for  immediate  concession.  Their 
speeches  are  full  of  the  peculiar  state  of 
disappointment  that  presses  on  the  Catho- 
lic body  at  the  present  moment,  they  can 
magnify  its  bitterness,  and  enlarge  pathe- 
tically upon  its  frightful  consequences. 
And  whom  have  they  to  thank  for  this : 
whom  but  themselves  r  Thinkings  at  doubt' 
less  they  do,  the  cause  they  have  espoused 
ft  rightful  one,  it  does  them  honour  toespoose 
it,  to  urge  it,  to  persevere  in  it :  but  is  itjus- 
tifiable  to  resort  to  this,  to  raise  expecta- 
tion to  make  a  handle  of  diaappointmenft  ? 
What  they  held  out  in  prospect,  no  doabt» 
they  believed  at  the  time  :  but,  be  this  at 
it  may,  why.  hold  it  out  at  all  ?  What 
pfossible  good  could  it  do ;    Instead  of 

3uieting,  it  has  quite  a  contrary  eflfed: 
oes  not  anticipation  increase  impatience 
and  restlessness  ?  Does  not  loogespodaacy 
make  a  boon  come,  if  granted,  with  the 
less  grace ;  and  if  refused,  with  tho  more 
aggi[ftVAtion  ?  And  those  hon.  gentlemen  In 
particular,  who  are  so  alive  to  the  terron 
of  popular  disappointment;  are  they  lo 
prophetic  that  they  can  venture  to  pledge 
futurity  ?  Do  they  not  know  Uiat  what 
the  multitude  looks  to,  it  looks  to  abso- 
lutely ?  Amid  all  the  chances  and  revolu- 
tions of  human  events,  could  they  imagine 
nothing  that  could  revoke  or  modify  this 
ill  timed  declaraUon  ?  No  change  of  times 
and  temper,  none  of  policy  and  expedi- 
ency ?  To  some  of  them  I  should  have 
thought  a  change  of  mind  would  not  have 
appeared  so  very  astonishing :  lord  Gren- 
ville  could  certainly  have  suggested,  that 
such  a  thing  was  not  out  of  the  course  of 
human  events. 

How  they  may  excuse  this  to  their  own 
eonsciences,  how  to  the  illustrious  per- 
sonage, whose  confidence  they  boasted,  I 
know  not.  But  really  when  they  gravely 
advert  to  this  clamour  and  irritation,  so 
excited,  as  a  ground  of  concession,  it  is 
carrying  the  maxim  of  prophecy  working 
its  own  completion  a  little  too  far.  As 
well  might  a  man  be  called  upon  to  give  np 
his  estate,  because  some  soothsayer,  by  I 
know  not  what  prognostics,  had  raised 
hopes  of  it  in  another. 

And  surely,  if  mere  clamour  and  irrita- 
tion are  to  be  urged  on  the  one  hand,  as 
reasons  for  accelerating  this  measure,  it  is 
wise,  at  least,  to  look  if  there  is  no  clamour 
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and  irritation  on  the  other,  which  ought 
in  prudence  to  retard  it.  I  will  appeal  to  all 
those  whom  the  magnitude  and  importanco 
of  this  question  has  drawn  together  from 
their  retirement  in  distant  counties^  from 
among  the  **  sons  of  their  people,"  from 
those  opportonities  of  commerce  and  com* 
monication  with  the  middle  and  lower 
classes,  which  the  habits  of  a  popoloot  city 

Sredtide.'-^Is  there  not  a  feeling  trem- 
lingly  alive  ojpon  these  subjects  ?  .Yes, 
we  know  that  the  electric  matter  is  abroad^ 
we  have  beard  faint  thunders  growling  in 
the  stillness  of  the  evening;  and  havo 
seen  the  lambent  flashes  in  the  distance  : 
shall  we  chooae  such  a  moment  as  this  to 
set  the  spire  upon  this  fabric  ?  such  n 
moment  to  carry  its  exaltation  into  the 
cloods,  and  to  <mll  down  the  mad  fory  of 
the  tempest  into  its  v^ry  foundations? 
If  there  is  nothing  in  this  to  intiinidate  us^ 
there  is  something  at  least  to  make  ns 
pause,  and  be  doubly  sure  that  we  areintho 
right  Wo  are  the  repreaentatives  of  the 
nation,  and  let  ns  reflect  that,  riioold  this 
measure  in  the  end  prove  detrimental,  wo 
shall  not  have  the  consolation  that  wo  wore 
urged  to  It  by  the  sense  of  tbo<ountnr» 
and  that  if  m  error,  we  were  but  in  tne 
error  of  tho  people. 

I  know  what  I  shall  hesOr  vociferaled  ia 
return  to  this.  The  Papery  cry :  the 
dreadful,  the  atrocious  Popory  cry !  and 
with  what  grace  from  those  benches? 
Have  those  gentlemen  raised  no  cry? 
Havo  they  never  played  upon  the  passions 
and  prejudices  of  the  people  ?  Let  Ireland 
tell.  Let  their  discussions  in  this  House 
bear  witness.  Let  that  hecatomb  of  parch- 
ment skins  upon  our  taUe  bear  record  1 
And  where,  we  have  been  triumphantly 
asked  by  the  hon.  member  who  opened 
this  debate,  are  our  counter-peUtionSy 
where  our  columns  of  signatures  to  be  set 
ofi* against  these? 

I  will  point  to  two  only  :  in  themselvei 
a  host.  I  irill  shew  him  the  two  univer- 
sities of  this  land  raising  their  voice 
against  this  measure.  "  Nos  duo  turbo'' 
somus.^'  The  only  two  bodies  in  the 
kingdom  perhaps  upon  which  m  popular 
vulgar  cry  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
any  influence.  And  this  august  pair  alone 
stsinds  forth!  What  is  tl^  inference? 
When  science^  when  meditation  have 
stepped  forwerd  from  their  calm  retreat^ 
who  will  botiovo  that  in  sucha  cause  tho 
acclamation  of  the  multitude  could  not 
havo  been  stirred  up  ?  that  ignorance  and 
prqodice  could  not  have  been  roused  te 
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utterance?  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  to  tavtrn 
meetings,  not  to  club  politics  that  we  have 
resorted.  In  point  of  industry  and  as- 
siduity we  must  confess  that  others  have 
gone  far  beyond  us.  The  cry  is  all  their 
own.  It  is  theirs  to  observe  the  profitable 
practice  of  physicians,  they  have  a  patient 
in  hand,  and  they  will  not  withdraw  the 
application  long  enough  for  the  sore  to 
heal,  or  the  fever  of  irritation  to  subside. 

In  point  of  fact,  if  the  English  peasant 
dreads  he  knows  not  what,  under  the  name 
of  Popery,  so  the  Irish  peasapt  importunes 
he  knows  not  what  under  the  name  of 
emancipation :  the  one  dreams  that  he  has 
all  to  fear»and  the  other,  that  he  has  all  to 
obtain.  Perhaps  I  have  dwelt  too  long 
upon  this  comparison;  but  it  is  neither 
with  a  view  to  recriminate  nor  to  palliate, 
neither  to  accuse  nor  to  commend.  I  do 
not  enquire  how  much  of  these  opposite 
cries  is  imputable  to  circumstances,  and 
how  much  to  persons;  nor  how  much 
culpability  may  attach  to  either. 

But  at  fea^it,  in  my  view  of  the  subject, 
I  may  infer  jointly  from  both,  that  we 
cannot  be  so  sure  that  divisions  and  ani- 
mosities will  be  put  an  end  to  by  this 
measurei  that  all  this  strength  and  una- 
nimity  will  be  sained  to  the  country.  I 
may  at  least  infer  jointly  from  both,  that 
however  times  may  have  changed,  man- 
kind if  still  the  same  ^  and  not  so  altered 
as  to  render  all  experience  useless,  and 
all  retrospection  absurd. 

Lord  Buming. — Mr.  Speaker,  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  has  in- 
formed  us,  that  this  important  question  is 
reduced  within  a  very  narrow  compass ; 
I  did  therefore  expect,  that  he  would  have 
confined  his  observations  within  the  limits 
that  he  himself  had  pointed  out,  and  that 
he  would  not  have  expatiated  as  he  has 
done  in  the  wide  field  of  theological  dis- 
cussion. He  has  informed  us  that  some  of 
those  outposts  which  in  arguing  this  ques- 
tion, gentlemen  had  formerly  been  so 
fond  of  defending,  have  long  since  been 
abandoned,  and  that  the  supporters  of  the 
Catholic  claims  deserting  their  untenable 
positions,  most  now  descend  into  the  plain 
and  contend  with  their  opponents  on  the 
narrower  basis  of  political  expediency.  I 
mm  ready  to  accept  the  challenge,  to  meet 
him  in  the  combat  on  his  own  terms,  and 
to  consider  this  as  a  political  question. 

As  to  the  question  of  natural  right,  one 
of  the  out-posts  to  which  he  has  alludied,  I 
oatirely  ooncar  with  him  that  it  caonot  be 
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defended.  With  resard  to  the  other,  the 
defence  of  the  Catholic  claims  on  tht 
principle  of  toleration,  the .  hon.  gentle* 
man  must  pardon  me  if  I  cannot  agree  to 
abandon  as  untenable,  that  ground  which 
I  think  it  so  easy  and  so  important  to 
maintain. 

I  will  not,  however,  enter  into  a  dispute 
with  him  about  the  meaning  of  words.  I 
will  content  myself  with  stating  at  the 
outset,  that  I  use  the  word  toleration  in 
the  sense  which  has  been  always  put  upon 
it  by  those  who  have  argued  in  support  of 
the  Catholic  Petitions.  I  use  that  word 
not  in  its  narrow  and  confined  sense  of 
mere  endurance  and  protection,  but  as 
implying  in  its  more  broad  and  liberal  in- 
terpretation, a  full  and  entire  participation 
in  all  the  benefits  of  the  constitution; 
namely  eligibility  to  sit  in  parliament,  and 
the  faculty  (without  reference  to  a  man's 
religious  opinions)  of  rising  in  the  state,,  or 
in  the  proteasion  to  which  be  may  belong*, 
as  high  as  his  talepts,  his  interest,  or  his 
services,  can  carry  him. 

In  all  the  debates  which  I  have  heard 
upon  this  question,  it  is  a  principle  that 
has  been  most  jealously  asserted  by  the 
friends  of  the  Catholic  claims,  that  a  com- 
plete and  unlimited  toleration  ought  to  bs 
extended  to  all  dassei^  and  descriptions  of 
men  in  a  free  country,  unless  when  serious 
apprehensions  are  entertained  that  such  ft 
state  of  things  will  be  productive  of  danger 
to  the  religious  and  political  establishments 
of  the  land,  or  to  the .  civil  liberties  qf  tbfli 
majority  of  the  people.  I  have  been  ^\^ 
ways  happy  to  find  that  this  principle  has 
been  no  less  readily  admitted  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  and  even  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
himself,  than  it  has  been  warmly  advocated 
by  his  ppliucal  opponents.  From  this  (as 
it  should  seem  to  be)  universt^Ily  admittipd 
principle,  it  necessarily  follows  that  no 
political  disabilities  ought  to  be  inposfd* 
nor  those  now  in  extsteuce  continued  on 
the  King's  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  if  il 
can  be  shown  that  such  exclusive  Uws  are 
i|ot  essentially  necessary  for  the  security 
of  the  Established  Church  and  civil  Ubef- 
ties  of  the  kingdom.  But  if,  on  the  other 
haiad,  it  can^  be  shewn,  that  40  far  from 
fajieiDg  necessary  or  beneficial,  they  are 
cjetriinenta)  to  the  public  interests  ;-^if  it 
can  be  proved  that  so  far  from  consti- 
tuting the  bulwarks  of  our  strength,  tbev 
are  the  main  sources  of  our  weakness,  all 
must  unite  in  thinking  that  they  ought  na 
loogsr  to  enciimb^r  our  statute  boMk.    I 
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a«  not  now  arguing  that  tbia  ia  the  caat,, 
but  I  do  tontend  thai  such  opiniona  are 
daily  gaining  groiind«  the  mitu  of  pra* 
jodica  are  quicKly  ditperaing  befora  the 
atrong  light  of  reason  and  diapaatioaate- 
enquiry;  year  after  year  the  Catholic 
claima  gain  fresh  proselytes,  and  many 
moat  enlightened  men  in  and  oot  of  par- 
liament are  of  opinion^  that  they  are 
feanded  in  justice,  aopported  by  policy, 
and  can  no  longer  be  resisted  with  safety. 
Are  these  things  so,  and  shall  we  refuse 
enquiry  ?  and  enquiry  is  all  that  ia  called 
for  by  the  right  bon.  i^entlemaa  in  the 
motion  which  be  has  this  nighl  propoaed 
to  the  House.  As  this  is  the  first  oocasion 
on  which  I  have  £elt  myself  at  liberty  to 
give  effect  to  those  sentiments  which  I 
have  long  entertained  on  this  subject,  I  trust 
that  the  House  will  permit  me  to  preiMM 
the  reasons  which  I  shall  urge  in  aapporl 
of  the  present  motion,  by  a  abort  account 
of  the  motives  which  mive  hitherto  ao* 
toated  my  conduct  on  this  important  quea- 
tioo.  •  I  conceived  that  an  obatacle  waa 
tbrowii  in  the  way  of  the  qsefiil  diacusaioB 
of  the  Catholic  Petitiona  by  the  can- 
aoientious  acruples  of  a  most  illuatrieaa  and 
venerable  personage.  Scroplee  #lliclw  io 
my  opinion,  were  entitled  to  the  respecii' 
fill  attention  of  this  House  from  the  M(i» 
the  merits,  the  character,  and  the  suflwf^ 
ings  of  the  royal  person*  in  whose  breast 
they  existed,  and  which  called  for  the 
respectful  forbearance  of  the  Catholica 
themselves,  considering  the  many  benefits 
they  had  derived  from  his  long  and  pa* 
ternal  reign.  I  conceived  thai  this  ob- 
atacle was  in  ita  nature  insuperable,  inas- 
much as  without  the  consent  of  the  King, 
no  act  of  this  or  the  ether  House  of  Psr- 
1  lament  could  be  invested  with  the  autho- 
rity of  law,  and  I  believed  that  necessary 
sanction  would  be  withheld,  I  believed 
that  an  attempt  to  force  the  royal  c<msenl 
would  be  attended  with  eoosequenoes 
which  I  am  unwilling  even  to  hint  at  I 
knew  thav  the  continued  refusal  of  that 
^ia^ent  would  draw  after  it  evils  ao  mighty, 
that  to  postpone,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
discussion  of  the  Catholic  daima  appeared 
as  nothing  in  the  compariaon*  A  chmce 
of  evils  was  presented  to  me,  and  I  choae 
that  which  on  a  consideration  of  eauating 
circumstances,  appeared  to  ha  the  leaM. 
Such,  Sir*  are  the  motives  which  acliMled 
me  on  the  different  occasions  W  whieh  I 
have  alluded,  and  on  retrospection,  I  am 
so  far  ffona  incurring  the  penalty  ef  self- 
reproach,  that,   did    the  same   cironm- 
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stances  still  exist,  I  should  steadily  pwrsota 
the  same  condoet.  Bol  can  any  aneii 
obatacle  be  now  pleaded  in  bar  of  the 
proposed  enquiry  r  No!  By  the  heavy 
dispensataona  of  Frovidenca  that  obatacle 
has  been  remoted.  Wa  have  arrived  al 
the  commoicemenl  of  a  new  sMra»  and 
those  who  are  friendly  to  the  Catheiie 
caufe  are  unfettered  by  theoonsiderationa 
thai  fettered  them  before.  The  tinse  la 
come  to  whidi  the  Cathelica  have  bemi 
taught  to  look  for  the  induljj^t  and  dia» 
passiottata  diacussion  of  theur  claims,  and 
if  we  reliise  to  litten  to  them  now,  I  know 
not  to  what  new  ssra  we  are  to  refer  them 
—to  what  new  period  we  are  to  poinl-aa 
the  limit  Io  the  duratioa  of  the  galling 
restrictions  under  which  they  labour. 

The  qotstaon  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  diicuss!,  derives  much  of  the  tremendona 
importance  that  belenp  to  it  from  thn 
prmciplea  by  which  the  ministera  of  the 
crown  appear  to  be  disposed  to  meet  tba 
claima  ef  your  petitionera  ■■prineipieif 
which,  if  just*  are  immutable,  and  mual 
be  cooaidared  as  of  invariable  applicalhisi 
aa  long  as  tba  fevemment  of  this  empire 
shall  ooDtinne  Preteatant*  The  opinieoe 
of  the  flrstaamiater  hinmelf  have  long  bees 
known  and  always  manfully  avowed,  and 
his  conduct  upon  this  queation  has  been 
marked  by  the  aaeal  petnicl  conaistencT ; 
but  he  has  not  left  ua  to  collect  from  hie 
former  proceedinga  what  hia  Attnre  policy 
is  likely  to  prove.  At  the  commencement 
of  this  new  sora  he  has  formed  an  admi« 
nistratioQ  on  the  very  basis  t>f  exclusion 
to  the  Catholica ;  he  haa  chosen  to  mark 
this  ssra  by  bringing  into  the  administra- 
tion the  only  public  men  not  belonging 
to  it,  who  enttftain  the  same  sentimentr 
with  himself  on  the  CatlKdic  claima.  If 
any  doubt  then  conld  have  existed  before 
as  to  his  probid>le  conduct,  tl^at  doubt 
must  be  banished  firom  every  mind  by  n 
consideration  ef  the  quarter  to  which  he 
baa  thousht  it  r^l  to  apply  for  an  ac- 
cession 0?  popularity,  reputation  and  talent 
to  hia  admimstralion.  Would  to  Heaven» 
Sir,  that  instead  of  thus  studying  to  fortify 
himself  against  the  Catholics  he  had  but 
thought  of  fertiffmg  the  country  against 
the  many  and  pressing  dancers  that  snr* 
rousrf  it,  by  aaeking  to  miiie  the  af&ctione 
of  the  Catholica  to  the  intersaH  of  the 
state  \  Such  k  the  ministry  selected  to 
meet  the  claune  of  four  millions  of  the 
Kisif^a  aobtleet^  and  auch  the  character 
of  Ike  principlea  on  which  they  are  dis* 
posed  to  act  1   la  the  Honae  prepared  to 
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act  on  those  principles  ?  Is  it  prepared  to 
say  not  only  that  the  adrantages  of  con- 
cession are  so  imaginary  and  the  dangers 
of  concession  so  gr^at,  but  that  the  very 
principles  of  the  constitution  itself  are  so 
exclusive,  that  without  violating  them  and 
foregoing  all  the  benefits  entailed  upon 
US  by  the  Rerolution,  yre  cannot  entertain 
ft  thought  eyen  of  granting  the  prayer  of 
these  petitions  ?  This  is  a  doctrine  that 
does  not  stop  short  at  the  refusal  of  further 
immunities,  but  casts  a  severe  censure 
on  every  act  of  grace  or  favour  that  has 
ever  been  extended  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland. 

I  not  only   maintain  that  the  House 
never  has  sanctioned   such   opinions  as 
these,  but  I  maintain  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  principles  on  which  the  Revolution 
was  founded  that  can  justify  this  monstrous 
doctrine  of  eternal  exclusion.    If  we  look 
back  to  the  history  of  the  Test  laws  them- 
selves, we  shall  find  that  they  and  the 
fierce  resolutions  of  this  House  against 
Popery  kept  pace  with  the  alarms  enter- 
tained by  parliament  at  the  illegal  designs 
of  Charles  2,  and  the  arbitrary  and  bigot- 
ted  notions  of  bis  brother  the  duke  of 
York ;  backed  as  they  believed  them  to 
be,  and  as  they  were  by  Jesuitical  in- 
trigues, by  the  emissaries  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  by  the  degrading  and  corrupt 
influence  of  the  French  monarch.    They 
believed  in  the  existence  of  plans  for  the 
subversion  of  the  religion  and  liberties  of 
the  kingdom,  and  they  did  not-  hesitate  to 
attribute  to  the  Papists  a  participation  in 
these  designs.     On  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  in  the  year  1671,  the  duke  of  York 
declared  himself  a  convert  to  the  Romish 
faith.     Shortly  after  th^  king  issued   his 
famous  declaration  of  indulgence,  wherein 
of  his  own  authority  he  suspended  the 
execution  of  the  laws   against  all  non- 
conformists ;  and  it  was  generally  believ- 
ed that  this  measure  was  intended  by  the 
court,  not  so  much  for  the  relief  of  the 
Protestant  dissenters  as  the  Romish  re- 
cusants.   At  its  next  meeting,  parliament 
addressed  the  king  against  this  declara- 
tion, and  it  ought  to  be  remarked  that  the 
principal  topic  stated  in  the  address  is, 
that  his  majesty  could  not  legally  suspend 
the  law  in  ecclesiastical  matters  without 
the   consent  of   parliament.     Soon  afler 
this,  in   1 672-3,  they  passed  the  Test  Act, 
by  which  those  whom  they  thought  the 
advisers  and  promoters  of  the  arbitrary 
conduct  of  the  court,  were  rendered  inca- 
pable of  serving  the  crown  in  places  or 
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offices  of  any  description.  Let  it  b^  re- 
membered that  the  duke  of  York,  himself 
a  Papist,  was  then  about  to  marry  a  Popish 
princess ;  that  the  Dutch  war,  mto  wliich 
commercial  avidity  had  originally  im- 
pelled the  people,  had  not  then  beea 
brought  to  a  conclusion ;  it  had  become 
extremely  unpopular,  and  its  continuance 
was  attributed  to  French  and  Popish  in- 
fluence. From  that  time  down  to  the  year 
1078,  the  Commons  contented  themselves 
with  votes  and  addresses  agninst  Recusants 
and  Jesuits ;  and  we  shall  find  that  these 

f)roceedings  always  accompanied  nnpopa* 
ar  or  corrupt  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
court,  which  were  invariably  attributed  to 
that  quarter  from  which  all  evil  designs 
were  supposed  to  emanate. 

In  the  year  1678;  parliament,  moved  or 
pretended  to  be  moved  by  the  alarms  that 
agitated  the  public  mind  on  account  of 
the  Popish  plot,  undertook  to  examine 
into  that  monstrous  fabrication.  One  con- 
sequence of  this  examination  was,  the  act 
for  taking  from  Papists  their  seats  in  par- 
liament. If  any  man  in  these  days  was 
to  venture  to  declare  himself  a  believer  in 
the  Popish  plot,  he  would  be  laughed  at 
as  a  visionary  or  a  bigot— yet  are  there 
BOW  to  be  found  men  who  seriously  warn 
us  of  the  danger  of  discontinuing  a  policy^ 
that  mainly  proceeded  from  this  fool  and 
iniquitous  source  of  treachery  and  fiatlse* 
hood.  It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  abont 
this  time  French  influence  was  et  its 
height,  and  that  the  king  was  justly  be- 
lieved to  have  been  lately  engaged  in  a 
correspondence  with  that  court  throiigh 
Barillon,  its  ambassador,  (a  correspondence 
that  has  covered  his  name  with  the  stain 
of  indelible  infamy)  and  that  the  country 
panted  for  war  with  France  to  annihilate 
this  corrupt  and  Popish  influence.  I  say, 
then.  Sir,  it  was  not  because  the  Romanists 
were  believers  in  a  false  creed ;  it  was  not 
because  they  asserted  the  real  presence 
in  the  sacrament,  or  on  account  of  any  of 
the  speculative  doctrines  of  their  reli^on 
that  they  were  subject  to  this  persecution: 
but  it  was  because  that  faith  was  looked 
upon  as  the  sure  symbol  of  certain  politi- 
cal opinions  that  were  inconsistent  with  the  • 
liberty  and  religion  of  the  country.  It 
was  not  (to  use  a  remarkable  distinction 
made  by  the  earl  of  Bristol,  himself  a  Cap» 
tholic)  as  Catholics  of  the  Church,  but  of 
the  Court  of  Rome,  that  the  public  indig- 
nation was  excited  against  them,  the 
heavy  hand  of  the  law  rvsed  to  crosli 
them. 
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Tbe  Test  laws  passed  under  the  direction 
of  such  feelings  were  fo«nd  on  the  sta- 
tute-book by  the  illustrious  men  who  laid 
the  foundations  of  our  settled  freedom  at 
the  Revolution.  Nor  can  it  be  wondered 
at  that  they  never  thought  of  repealing 
them,  when  it  is  recollected  how  principal 
a  part  many  among  them  had  taken  in 
procuring  that  enactment.  Every  thing 
that  had  happened  since  that  time  must 
(with  their  teeliags)  have  tended  to  con* 
firm  that  determined  antipathy  to  Roman 
Catholic  policy ;  that  dread  of  Popish 
power,  which  experience  and  passion  had 
so  deeply  rooted  in  their  breasts.  But> 
Sir,  I  do  maintain  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  principles  laid  down  by  them  at 
that  time,  nothing  in  their  conduct,  to 
warrant  the  conclusiony  that  they  consi* 
dered  Catholic  exclusion  as  a  fbndamenUkl 
ingredient  in  the  constitution,  of  invaria- 
ble and  eternal  application,  and  from 
which  no  circumstances  ought  ever  to  in- 
duce a  Protestant  government  to  depart. 
Not  only  is  there  no  proof  of  their  having 
held, — but  1  think  there  is  a  strong  proof 
that  they  did  not  hold  any  such  opinion. 
I  find  that  proof  in  the  JOeclaration  of 
Rights,  with  which  they  accompanied 
their  tender  of  the  crown  to  William  and 
Mary.  That  immortal  document,  in  which 
they  addressed  their  new  sovereign  in  the 
plam  and  dignified  language  of  rational 
freedom,  contained  a  full  enumeration  of 
all  their  grievances,  a  condemnation  of 
the  wicked  principles  of  government 
which  occasioned  them,  and  a  specific  re- 
medy for  each.  In  such  a  paper,  we 
roust,  I  think,  be  compelled  to  admit,  that 
they  set  down  every  thing  they  conceived 
to  be  of  fundamental  importance,  omitting 
none  of  those  principles,  an  adherence  to 
which  they  believed  to  be  essential  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  to  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  they  were 
then  asserting,  of  the  constitution  they 
were  so  nobly  employed  in  settling  and 
defming.  Here,  however,  we  find  not  one 
word  about  the  test  laws,  and  in  their 
enumeration  of  grievances  (it  is  lingular 
enough,  considering  the  state  of  mens' 
minds  at  the  time,  that  it  should  be  so^) 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  Papists,  except 
in  a  complaint  that  king  James  had  al- 
lowed Papists  to  go  armed,  and  had  dis- 
armed Protestants.  What  is  the  remedy 
proposed  for  this  evil  ?  That  Protestants 
should  be  allowed  to  bear  arms  for  their 
security  and  defence.  Is  it  possible  to 
conceive  that,  if  these  exclusive  doctrines, 
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so  falsely  imputed  to  them,  had  really 
swayed  Uie  conduct  of  such  men  as  Hali«. 
fax  and  Somers,  they  would  have  Dpg« 
lected  to  give  efiEect  to  them  i|i  a  do*i 
cument  that  may  b^  considered  as  a  de«^ 
claration  ot  their  principles  ?  No,  Sir,  no. 
Those  great  men  knew  that  the  test  laws 
were  innovations  in  the  constitution ;  they 
believed  them,  no  doubt,  to  be  justified  by. 
necettity  and  the  dangers  of  the  times ;. 
but  they  knew  them  to  be  innovations; 
They  were  occupied  in  securing  the  ha|>- 
pinesa  of  a  great  nation  and  its  posterity^ 
not  in  narrowbg  the  principles  of  the  con^ 
stitution,  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating 
the  power  of  a  sect  The  principles  they= 
laid  down  were  few  and  plain ;  calculatea 
to  ensure  the  freedom  of  all  descriptiona 
of  men  in  this  land,  without  the  exception 
of  any,  and  from  them  we  never  can  de« 
part  if  we  would  not  be  slaves.  But  they 
did  no  more.  They  lefl  matters  of  tem« 
porary  expediency  to  be  settled  as  ciiw 
cumstances  shoiild  require;  and  among 
them  they  reckoned  the  test  laws,  wisely 
judging  that  the  stl^tesmen  of  succeeding 
times  would  de»l  with  them  as  necessity 
might  dictate,  or  policy  require  their  con- 
tinuance or  their  abrogation.  The  internal 
and  external  dangers  of  those  times  flowed 
fi^m  Popery,  mlig^on  had  been  the  en- 
gine of  James  2,  and  it  was  also  a  directing 
principle  in  the  policy  of  Louis  14.  Like 
our  great  enemy  of  'the  present  day,  all 
his  views  were  directed  to  the  humiliation 
and  subjugation  of  England,  but  his  ambi- 
tion was  sanctified  in  the  eyes  of  all  good 
Catholics  (on  the  continent  at  least,)  by 
his  religion,  for  he  was  the  champion  of 
the  holy  see,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Church 
of  Rome,  who  with  the  sword  in  one  hand 
and  the  cross  in  the  other,  fought  as  much 
for  her  glory  as  for  his  own  power.  Our 
ancestors  met  this  mighty  danger  as  it 
ought  to  have  been  met :  mstead  of  prop- 
ping up  the  throne  of  the  bigoted  tyrant 
James,  they  placed  the  crown  on  the  head 
of  a  Protestant  prince^  tbe  best  hope  and 
last  stay  of  the  Protestant  world  ;  and  mi^ 
der  him  they  secured  the  liberty  of  their 
own  country,  and  vindicated  the  hpnour 
and  independence  of  Europe.  .Is  it  from 
the  same  Quarter  that  our  dangers  pro* 
ceed  ?  Dio  the  founders  of  the  French 
Revolution  call  in  the  Pope  to  their  aid  i 
They  blasphemed  their  Redeemer,  they 
denied  their  God,  they  trampled  under 
foot  their  altars  and  their  thrones,  and 
having  thuAbr^eD  asunder  all  tbe  bonds 
pf  honan  society  in  their  own  couairy, 
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they  proceeded  in  their  impious  fanaticism 
to  declare  war  against  all  kings,  all  peo- 
ple, and  all  religions.  It  was  not  to  an- 
cient prejudices  they  appealed,  bat  to 
modern  scepticism— it  was  not  to  old  and 
▼enerable  principles,  but  to  discontent, 
disloyalty,  and  infidelity.  We  all  know 
bow  tremendoos  has  been  their  success, 
and  we  also  know  that  the  one  man  who 
now  directs  with  equal  ability  and  hatred 
all  the  energies  that  have  arisen  from  this 
confusion  against  our  still  free  and  happy 
country,  has  never  been  hampered  by 
seal  for  Catholicism,  nor  been  suspected 
of  being  the  advocate  of  a  Church  he  has 
enslaved.  The  Pope  it  his  prisoner, 
and  he  invades  Catholic  Spain ;  and  the 
enly  countries  where  he  has  met  with  an 
obstinate  and  successful  resistance,  are  thtf 
two  kingdoms  of  the  peninsula,  always 
looked  upon  as  the  most  bigoted  in  their 
devotion  to  the  court  of  Rome.  Who  am 
their  dearest  and  their  best  allies  in  this 
great  cause  ?  Even  our  Protestant  (selves. 
Why  then,  is  it  not  monstrous  to  tell  four 
millions  of  our  countrymen  who  wish  to 
become  more  and  more  identified  with  us, 
in  interest  as  in  danger,  that  we  cannot 
trust  them  because  they  are  Catholics,  and 
that  the  principles  of  our  constitution, 
unalterably  fixed  at  the  Revolution,  forbid 
us  to  examine  into  the  justice  of  their 
complaints.  Such  would  not  have  been 
the  conduct  of  the  great  man  taken  firom 
us  by  an  early  death,  such  was  not  his 
conduct.  We  all  know  what  the  wishes 
of  Mr.  Pitt  were  on  this  subject,  and  I 
am  firmly  convinced  that,  had  he  been 
still  alive,  we  should  this  night  have  wit- 
nessed the  exertions  of  his  astonishing  elo- 
quence on  behalf  of  his  Catholic  fellow 
subjects. 

Do  not  let  it  be  supposed,  from  what  I 
have  said,  that  looking  back  from  this  dis- 
tance of  time,  at  the  transactions  that  pre- 
ceded and  accompanied  the  Revolution,  1 
tiew  with  pleasure  and  approbation  all 
the  harsh  measurea  adopted  against  the 
adherents  of  the  Church  of  ^me :  far 
from  it :  precautions  might  be  necessary ; 
but  in  what  was  done  there  was  too  much 
passion.  The  Romanists  could  not  have 
prevented  the  Revolution ;  it  was  the 
work  of  the  nation :  and  all  the  resistance 
to  it  would  have  been  vain  and  inefiec- 
tual. 

But,  Sir,  the  genius  of  Popery  is  un- 
changed and  unchangeable! !    This  is  a 
'    farourite  assertion  with  theopposers  on 
priaciple  of  concession  to  tte  Catholics; 
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We  are  told  that  we  cannot  admit  tham 
to  parliament  or  to  office,  because  thcjr 
must  be  bound  by  their  religion  to  aet 
against  the  public  liberty ;  because  xhief 
would  not  think  it  necessary  to  keep 
their  faith  with  heretics,  if  any  reliffioei 
consideration  tempted  them  to  breaikiti 
and  because  they  would  think  themselvei 
entitled  to  violate  their  oath  of  allegiance^ 
as  of^en  as  the  interests  of  their  ikitli 
seemed  to  require  it:  and  all  tbeae  ec* 
cusations  are  founded  on  the  idea.  Chit 
as  members  of  an  universal  and  infidlible 
Church  they  lie  under  the  obligatioa  <ff 
the  most  submissive  obedience  to*tke 
orders  of  their  supreme  head.  U  is  meat 
unquestionably  true,  that  the  RoeiaH  Ce* 
tholic  religion,  taken  as  a  system  of  relt* 
gious  faith,  is  in  its  nature  unchangeable, 
and  that  uiichangeableness  is  founded  in 
the  nature  of  an  universal  and  infallible 
Church.  But  this  infallibility  is  declared 
by  every  Catholic  in  existence,  to  be  cen* 
fined  to  matters  of  religious  faith  and 
Church  discipline,  whereas  these  accooh 
tions  are  every  one  of  them  of  a  moral 
and  political  nature.  There  is  not  one 
that  can  be  asserted  to  be  a  question  of 
Catholic  faith,  and  those  who  make  saoh 
charges  must  be  prepared  to  contend  thmt^ 
of  all  human  beings,  the  sonsof  theCho^h 
of  Rome  alone  are  incapable  of  changing 
as  the  world  changes ;  and  that  in  spite 
of  the  revolutions  of  ages,  they  remahi 
eternally  and  immutably  the  same.  Whal 
a  doctrine  is  this  for  men  of  commoa 
sense  to  advance  in  these  days  of  philo- 
sophy and  liberal  enquiry  ?•  Sir,  the 
grossest  injustice  has  been  done  to  thai 
unfortunate  class  of  men,  by  thoa  con- 
founding together  matters  of  faith,  things 
necessarily  unchangeable,  with  matters  ef 
opinion,  changeable  in  their  nature,  and 
varying  in  every  age  and  in  every  cooa- 
try.  The  Catholics  deny  that  they  now 
huld,  or,  as  a  body,  ever  did  hold,  thes^ 
monstrous  doctrines  that  we  impute  10 
them,  and  I  believe  them.  It  is  hard  to 
charge  upon  the  Catholics  of  the  present 
day,  the  ambitious  and  antisocial  priaci^ 
pies  of  some  of  their  usurping  pontiflk 
and  intriguing  prelates.  It  is  hard  to 
charge  upon  them  as  matters  of  fixed  and 
receired  doctrine,  the  false  principles  pro- 
mulgated in  the  worst  times,  and  in  the 
darkest  ages,  for  the  purposes  of  local  am- 
bition, or  for  the  establishment  of  eccle« 
siastical  tyranny.  It  is  worse  than  ab- 
surd to  ransack  the  history  of  human  criflie 
aiKl  human  folly,  from  the  Cniaades  to  the 


817] 


Committee  an  the  Roman  CaikoUc  Clainu* 


April  2S,  1 813. 


[8ia 


Reformation,  and  from  the  Reformation  to 
the  Revolution,  to  extract  from  this  dis- 
gusting mass  certain  false  doctrines  and 
pernicious  heresies,  and  all  this  for  the 
liberal  purpose  of  charging  them  as  mat- 
ters of  unchangeable  faiih  on  the  devoted 
heads  of  a  large  class  of  our  fellow  sub- 
jects. It  is  nut  thus.  Sir,  that  we  deal 
with  other  classes  of  men  ;  with  respect 
to  them  we  leave  it  to  Omnipotence  (if  to 
)iim  it  shall  seem  Bt,)  to  visit  the  sins  of 
the  fathers  upon  the  children.  We  should 
think  it  the  height  of  injustice  to  impute 
Co  the  excellent  and  respectable  clergy  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  any  love  for  the 
barbarous  absurdities  that,  amidst  their 
many  and  stern  virtues,  (for  many  stern 
virtues  they  had)  disgraced  our  early 
Scottish  reformers.  No  one,  I  believe, 
imputes  to  the  modern  clergy  of  that 
country  the  smallest  desire  to  revive,  or  to 
the  people  of  Scotland,  to  submit  to  the 
vulgar  ecclesiastical  domination  that  pre- 
vailed in  the  golden  days  of  the  Solemn 
League  and  Covenant :  yet  is  it  the  very 
same  church,  with  her  assemblies,  her 
synods,  and  her  presbyteries,  with  all  her 
judicatories,  unaltered  and  unalterable ! 
.But  the  times  are  changed,  and  with 
•them,  the  feelings  of  men.  Those  days 
dre  past ;  and  the  taste  for  such  uncouth 
tyranny  is  gone  for  ever. 

Who  reproaches  (as  it  would  be  most 
unjust  to  do)  the  university  of  Oxford, 
with  holding,  in  these  days,  all  the  doc- 
trines enforced  in  her  far  famed  decree  in 
the  reign  of  James  2  ?  Does  any  one  stig- 
matize the  venerable  prelates  and  en- 
lightened clergy  of  the  English  Church, 
hy  throwing  in  their  teeth  the  sins  of  the 
court  of  ecclesiastical  commission  that 
domineered  over  men's  consciences  in  the 
reigns  of  Elizabetii*  and  James,  and 
•Charles  ?  No  one  imagines,  for  a  moment, 
that  the  right  rev.  prelate,  now  at  (he 
head  of  the  bench,  (who  has  proved  him- 
self to  be  the  friend  of  toleration)  or  his 
brethren  the  bishops  «f  England  and  Ire- 
land, entertain  the  high  flown  and  exag- 
gerated notions  of  the  well-meaning,  but 
obstinate  and  higoted  Laud.  It  would  be 
most  absurd  to  do  so.  The  characters  of 
the  men  and  of  the  times  alike  forbid  it. 
It  is  for  the  Catholics  alone  all  our  illibe- 
raiity  is  reserved  ;  they  alone  are  un- 
changeable; with  all  the  vices  of  their 
ancestors,  and  all  their  own  to  answer  for, 
emerged  in  all  the  bigotry  of  the  dark 
Hges,  and  ther^-fore  unworthy  of  credit  or 
countenance   in  the  present  day«     It  is 
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cruel  to  attempt  to-  palliate  our  owa  harsh- 
ness by  such  arguments  as  these;  it  is 
unfair  and  unmanly  thus  to  add  calumny 
to  injustice.  If  such  had  been  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Catholic  "religion,  the  human 
mind  could  have  made  no  progress  in  the 
countries  in  which  it  prevailed.  But  w^ 
are  all  aware,  that  liberality  of  sentiment, 
religious  toleration,  aye,  and  rational  free* 
dom,  too,  have  flourished  in  Catholic  as 
well  as  Protestant  soils.  Were  the  Ca- 
tholic cantons  of  Switzerland  enslaved, 
and  is  Calvinistic  Prussia  free  ?  Learning, 
and  the  sciences,  all  the  arts  that  tend  to 
sweeten  life,  and  to  elevate  the  mind  of 
man,  have  been  brought  to  the  greatest 
perfection  among  nations  devoted  to  the 
religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome ;  and  we 
ourselves  admit,  that  under  that  faith,  as 
under  our  own,  man  may  improve  in  vir* 
tue  here,  and  be  prepared  for  a  better  life 
hereafter.  Let  it  be  remembered  (as  it 
was  well  urged  two  or  three  years  ago, 
by  the  Catholics  of  England,  in  oilie  of 
their  petitions)  that  the  very  first  founda- 
tions of  our  civil  liberty  were  laid  at  Run- 
nymede,  by  our  ancestors  professing  the 
faith  of  the  Romish  Church,  and  that  we 
owe  to  Catholic  valour  the  triumphs  of 
Poictiers,  Cressy,  and  Agiucourt.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  free  spirit  of  our  Catholic 
ancestors,  that  glorious  monument  of  free- 
dom, our  Protestant  constitution,  never 
would  have  existed.  Far  be  it  from  us 
then  to  suppose  that  the  Catholics  of  the 
present  day  are  so  blind  to  the  merits  of 
their  forefathers,  as  to  be  insensible  to  tho 
blessings  that  originated  with  them,  be- 
cause they  have  been  matured  under  a 
Protestant  government. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  admit,  that  those 
who  are  adverse  to  the  Catholic  claims,  on 
the  grounds  to  which  I  have  adverted, 
reason  in  a  manner  most  consistent  with 
their  own  principles,  in  regretting  the 
length  we  have  already  gone  in  the  path 
of  concession.  If  their  principles  are 
sound,  their  reasoning  is  most  correct;  fur 
it  does  appear  the  very  height  of  absurdity 
to  imagine,  when  all  the  power  that  pro- 
perty and  influence  can  bestow,  is  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  great  body  of  mci>, 
that  its  possessors  should  refrain  from  exti  - 
cising  it,  (as  political  power  always  is 
exercised)  for  the  purpose  of  promoiiiii: 
their  own  fair  interest,  and  of  removiiu; 
from  themselves  the  pressure  of  any  hard- 
ships, by  which  they  may  deem  them- 
selves wantonly  aggrieved.  I  cannct 
therefore  but  ^hmk  tbftt  thosa  who  frecci 
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the  Catholics  from  so  many  of  the  restric- 
tions under  which  they  laboured,  who  be- 
stowed on  them  the  power  of  acquiring 
and  devising  real  property,  the  right  of 
voting  at  elections,  and  the  other  political 
privileges  they  now  enjoy,  must  have  in- 
tended  to  go  further,  and  cannot  have 
viewed  these  concessions  any  otherwise, 
than  as  the  foundation  of  a  system,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  ultimately  to  grant  to 
that  numerous  body  all  that  in  reason  or 
justice  they  could  require— a  participation 
in  all  the  benefits  of  the  constitution,  in 
common  with  their  Protestant  fellow  sub- 
jects.    When  we  consider  who  it  was  that 
advised  his  sovereign  to  recommend  to  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  the  grant  of  the 
elective  franchise,  and  when  we  advert  to 
his  subsequent  conduct,  can  we  entertain 
a  doubt  that  his  intentions  were  such  as  I 
have  described.     Mr.  Pitt,  endowed  as  he 
was  with  the  richest  gifts  of  nature^  was 
incapable  of  believing  that  a  man  could 
spend  the  prime  of  his  life  in  the  study  of 
the  law ;    that  he  could  for  years  gather 
the  laurels,  and  earn  the  profits  of  his  pro- 
fession at  the  bar  of  his  native  country, 
and  yet  indulge  no  wish  beyond,  no  desire 
to   preside  in  a  court    he  had    perhaps 
adorned  by  his  talents,  or  enlightened  by 
his  knowledge.     He  was  not  so  ignorant  of 
human  nature  as  to  imagine,  that  the  love 
of  military  glory  could  carry  a  gallant 
soldier  into  foreign  climes,  to  brave  dan- 
ger and  disease,  and  death,  at  the  head  of 
£is  battalion,  or  his  company  ;    and  yet 
that  it  should  not  make  him  pant  with  all 
tlie  noble  ardour  that  belongs  to  such  a 
feeling  for  the  honor  of  leading  a  brigade, 
or  heading  an  army  of  his  victorious  coun- 
trymen.     Mr.  Pitt  never  thought  that  a 
great  Catholic  proprietor  could  see  himself 
invested  with  influence  enough  mainly  to 
contribute  to  the  election  of  a  Protestant 
member  of   parliament,  without  looking 
forward  with  eagerness,  to  the  time  when 
that  influence  might  be  exercised  on  his 
own  behalf,  or  on  that  of  a  brother  Catho- 
Jic.     He  knew  full  well  that  the  very  way 
to  make  men  grasp  at  a  favourite  object, 
is  to  put  it  almost  within  their  reach ;  and 
he  never  would  have  placed  it  there,  bad 
he  not  intended  th^t  they  should  obtain 
it.     If  the  principled  of  the  Catholic  faith 
are  incompatible  with  those  of  the  consti- 
tution, why  did  you  ever  give  them  poli- 
tical power  ?    If  they  are  not,  for  what 
reason  do  you  withhold  from  them  what 
yd  remains  to  be  granted  ?  You  have  told 
the  Catholics,  over  and  over  again,  that 
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they  are  good  and  loyal  subjects;  and  yon 
have  gone  further  than  empty  words ;  in 
consequence  of  this  good  opinion  of  them; 
you  have  trusted  them.  Have  they  proved 
themselves  unworthy  of  your  trust?  If  not, 
why,  in  the  name  of  consistency,  do  yoa 
refuse' them  vour  entire  confidence  ?  The 
situation  in  which  the  question  now  stands' 
is  precisely  that,  in  which,  consistently 
with  reason  and  common  sense,  it  carmot 
be  maintained ;  and  by  placing  it  there^ 
we  have  made  a  most  material  difference 
in  the  argument  to  our  own  disadvantage* 
As  long  as  the  penal  laws  remained  in  folt 
force,  the  Catholics  had  nothing  to  hope 
but  from  peaceable  demeanour  and  good 
conduct  on  their  part.  The  onus  probanda 
lay  on  them.  They  had  to  prove  them* 
selves  worthy  of  being  admitted  within  the 
pale  of  the  constitution.  You  thought 
they  had  succeeded  in  their  proof,  and 
you  admitted  them  accordingly  to  a  veiy 
large  share  of  power  and  influence.  By 
so  doing  you  took  the  burden  of  the  proof 
from  the  Catholics  and  imposed  it  on 
yourselves ;  and  you  must  now  shew  that 
It  was  just  and  wise  in  you  to  do  exactly 
what  you  did  do,  and  no  more— tbet  the 
Catholics  are  worthy  of  confidence  exactly 
to  that  extent,  and  to  n6  greater.  Toe 
must  show  tha^  no  danger  existed  np  to  a 
certain  point  in  your  progress,  but  that 
there  the  danger  began  ;  and  when  yoa 
proceed  to  your  proof,  you  will  find  yoaf* 
selves  in  a  dilemma.  Every  single  a^ga- 
ment  that  goes  to  justify  your  present 
conduct,  goes  equally  to  condemn  yoatr 
past ;  and  every  argument  that  you  can  ad- 
duce in  support  of  your  past  policy,  gpoM 
equally  to  condemn  your  present  condactb 

Can  we  maintain  for  a  single  momenV 
that  it  was  fit  to  trust  the  great  body  of  the 
people  with  all  the  enormous  power  tl|at 
flows  from  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  and  yet  that  it  is  unsafe  to  alloir 
a  Catholic  gentleman  to  be  the  high  she* 
riii'  of  a  county  ? 

Can  you  prove  that  it  is  safe  to  entrust 
a  regiment  to  the  care  of  a  Catholic  colo*- 
nel,  but  that  it  would  be  eminently  dan^ 
gerous  to  commit  the  command  of  a  bri- 
gade to  a  Catholic  general  ?  The  thing 
cannot  be — if  a  man  is  unfit  on  account  of 
hit  religion  to  be  a  general,  he  is  unfit  to 
be  a  colonel ;  if  he  is  unfit  to  be  a  judge, 
he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  acquire  in« 
fluence  as  a  barrister ;  if  he  is  unnt  to  be 
a  member  of  parliament,  or  even  the  8he<« 
riff  of  *a  county,  he  ought  not  to  be  en* 
trusted  vritb  the  elQcti?e  franchise. 
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There  is  not  a  qaestion  concerning  Ire- 
land that  comes  before  us^  in  which  we  do 
not  feel  the  full  effect  of  Catholic  influence 
in  this  assembly ;  or  do  we  imagine  that 
it  is  not  Catholic  influence,  because  it  acts 
through  Protestant  representatives.  But  I 
know  not  what  difference  this  makes  in 
our  fa'R^ur ;  on  the  contrary,  I  fully  con- 
cur in  what  fell  from  a  noble  friend  of 
mine  (lordCast]ereagb)on  a  late  occasion, 
who  seemed  to  think  that  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  situation  of  these  bon.  gentle- 
men, they  are  compelled  to  follow  Catho- 
lic impulse  with  more  devoted  zeal  than 
even  one  of  that  persuasion  would^  who 
might  always  be  enabled  to  moderate,  fre- 
quently to  lead,  where  the  others  are 
under  the  necessity  of  following,  in  order 
to  proTe  their  sincerity  to  their  constitu- 
ents. It  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say,  that 
tk?e  Irish  Catholics  have  all  the  power  in 
this  House  that  they  ever  can  baVe,  bat 
that  you  rather  choose  they  should  enjoy 
it  under  circumstances  naturally  irritating 
to  their  feelings,  and  therefore  less  advan- 
tageous to  the  public  peace^  harmony,  and 
union. 

We  are  often  told.  Sir,  that  tonine-tenths 
of  their  population,  the  admission  of  the 
Irish  Catholics  to  a  fuU  participation  to 
the  rights  of  British  citieens,  would  be  of 
no  manner  of  consequence ;  and  that  in 
point  of  fact,  they  have  no  feeling  upon 
the  subject.  To  dwell  long  on  such  an 
argament  as  this,  would  be  to  waste  the 
time,  and  abuse  the  indulgence  of  the 
House.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  by 
what  infatuation  it  is,  that  gentlemen 
argue  in  a  way  so  inconsistent  with  their 
knowledge  of  the  first  principles  of  human 
nature,  so  at  variance  with  what  their  own 
experience  must  have  taught  them  in  their 
communication  with  the  lower  classes  in 
this  country.  We  are  told  that  tlie  Irish 
are  a  warm  people,  not  slow  in  compre- 
hension, and  sensibly  alive  to  feelings  of 
national  honour.  Are  such  a  people  in- 
capable of  understanding  that  it  is  an  in- 
sult to  their  faith  to  exclude  all  persons 
professing  it  from  honours  and  from 
power,  because  on  account  of  that  faith 
they  are  deemed  wholly  unworthy  of 
trust  ?  If  such  feelings  did  not  naturally 
suggest  themselves,  do  gentlemen  think 
that  no  pains  have  been  taken  to  make 
them  comprehend  that  such  things  are, 
and  are  a  stigma  to  them  ?  A  Catholic 
may  vote  at  an  election  for  a  Protestant^ 
but  he  cannot  vote  for  his  Catholic  land* 
lord^  and  he  knows  why  he  cannot;  tbii 


sorely  nuist  come  home  to  the  bosoms  of 
them  all.  But  because  in  a  calcalation  of 
cbancesj  it  appears  that  not  one  in  ten  (^ 
the  Catholic  population  of  Ireland,  would 
rise  in  the  world  in  consequence  of  what  if 
called  their  emancipation,  therefore  we 
suppose  that  taking  a  sober  and  interested 
view  of  the  question,  they  are  indifferent 
as  to  its  result.  It  is  not  thus  that  great 
bodies  of  men  feel  and  reason.  Things  of 
no  importance  whatever*,  if  estimated  ac- 
cording to  their  real  value,  trifles  light  as 
air,  when  men's  feelings  and  imaginatioija 
have  been  once  interested  in  them,  are  too 
often  invested  with  a  consequence  whic^, 
but  for  these  powerful  aids,  could  never 
belong  to  them.  How  much  miom  then 
must  this  principle  apply  to  a  question  so 
interesting  to  national  pride,  working  upon 
the  warm  .hearts  of  a  lively  and  generoui 
people* 

«  Well,  then,  allow  that  the  question  of 
emancipation  deeply  afi^ts  the  miMs  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  we  are  next  to|d 
that  they  are  unfit  f[>r  it  There  is  som^ 
thing,  it  seems,  in  the  character  of  tlwt 
part  of  the  nation,  that  renders  it  eipu- 
nently  unsafe  to  clothe  them  with  addi* 
tional  powers,  at  all  proportionate  to  thicar 
increased  numbers  and  influence. 

They  are  a  lawless,  discontented,  ignb* 
Tant  and  turbulent  race.  I  beg  leave  fo 
question  the  accuracj^  of  this  account.)^ 
the  extent  to  which  it  is  carried.  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  the  state  of  Ire- 
land ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
this  picture  is  considerably  overcharged. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  happiest 
results  have  flowed  from  the  immunities 
already  bettowed  on  that  people ;  and  I 
consider  this  as  a  great  encouragement  to 
us  to  proceed  in  the  same  wise  and  conci- 
liatory course.  There  are,  I  fear,  consi* 
derable  defects  in  the  present  character 
of  the  commonalty  of  Ireland,  proceeding 
pot  from  the  nature  of  the  men,  but  from 
the  moral  and  political  disadvantages  they 
have  so  long  been  subjected  to.  But  sup- 
pose, them  to  have  all  the  faults  that  are 
imputed  to  them-^to  whose  fostering  care 
are  they  ^to  bo  attributed  ?  Under  whose 
tuition  have  the  people  of  Ireland  been 
reared  up  in  lawless  turbulence  and  igno- 
rance ?  I  fear  we  inust  look  to  our  owa 
IVotestant  statute-book  for  an  answer  to 
this  question.  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
by  any  attempt  to  shew  the  fatal  conse« 
quinces  of  the  i^ifamous  infractiod  of  the 
treaty  of  Limerick,  or  to  describe  the  penal 
laws  as  Ihey  existed  in  the  pleoitado  of 
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their  power.  I  will  only  say,  that  they 
were  peculiarly  calcalated  to  mould  and 
form  a  national  character  on  a  model  so 
base,  that  so  far  from  blaming  those  on 
whom  they  operated  for  their  defects,  ones 
astonishment  is  excited  at  the  existence  of 
the  many  virtues  that  are  by  all  attributed 
to  the  Irish  population.  The  penal  code 
interposed  between  man  and  man,  in  the 
most  private  and  domestic  concerns  of  hu- 
man life  ;  it  sowed  divisions  in  families ; 
It  set  .he  son  as  a  spy  upon  the  father,  and 
ma  -e  t!ie  father  jealous  of  the  child  the 
law  of  God  ordained  him  to  protect.  The 
Irish  Catholic  knew  the  law  of  his  country 
only  as  an  avenger,  not  in  its  character  of. 
a  protector.  The  law  that  secul'ed  to  all 
other  men  the  full  possession  and  free  dis- 
posal of  their  property,  restrained  him  in 
the  use  of  it,  by  the  most  capricious  enact- 
ments, and  deprived  him  of  it  on  frivolous 
pretences  and  infamous  informations.  His 
religion  was  rendered  an  earthly  curse 
to  him,  rnsteud  of  a  blessing;  and  his  con- 
scientious adherence  to  principle  was  con- 
strued into  a  crime  against  the  state.  .  All 
this  was  gravely  done  (not  in  days  of 
ignorance  and  barbarism)  but  in  the  18th 
century,  in  the  light  of  day^  in  a  civilize^l 
country,  by  the  legislature  of  a  free  peo- 
ple ;  and  then,  instead  of  thanking  Provi- 
dence that  the  Irish  still  remain  a  gene- 
rous and  a  gallant  race,  we  torn  short 
round  upon  that  devoted  class  to  reproach 
them  with  the  natural  con3equences  of  our 
own  oppression.  By  so  doing,  we  do  them 
Injustice  and  inflict  punishment  on  our- 
selves. 

I  kiiow.  Sir,  that  many  sensible  and 
good  men,  rejecting  such  arguments  as 
these,  still  entertain  the  most  serious  ap- 
prehensions for  the  safety  of  our  religions 
establishments,  should  measures  of  conces- 
sion to  the  Catholics  be  carried  into  effect. 
*  Actum  est  de  Ecclesia,'  if  any  but  her 
own  true  sous  are  admitted  to  power  and 
influence  in  the  state.  I  look  upon  this  to 
be  a  groundless  alarm.  I  have  too  gbod 
an  opmion  of  the  faith  I  profess  to  consider 
it  in  any  other  point  of  view.  I  will  main- 
tain against  the  whote  world  that  the  Pro- 
testant religion  is  founded  on  Scripture 
and  on  reason,  and  it  is  not  in  these  times 
that  I  am  much  inclined  to  dread  the  effects 
of  Catholic  logic  in  turning  men  from  what 
we  deem  the  truth.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
if  Protestantism  cannot  be  defended  by 
Scripture  and  reason,  that  it  must  fdl),  and 
that  all  the  tists  in  the  world  will  not  pre- 
vent its  overthrow.    The  churches  of  Eng- 
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land  and  Scotland  are  deeply  rooted  in  the 
affections  of  the  people  in  these  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  are  supported  by  the 
endowments  of  the  state ;  but  the  momenl 
they  cease  to  command  (which  I  believe 
they  never  will)  the  afiectionate  venera* 
tion  of  Britons,  it  is  not  a  system  of  exelQ<- 
sion  that  will  give  them  an  hour  of  life.' 
A  passion  for  Catholicism  is  not  the  cha^ 
racteristic  of  these  times — it  is  not  Catho- 
lic fanaticism  that  I  dread— the  current  of 
danger  does  not  set  in  from  that  quarlen 
But  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  proceed^ 
I  am  sure  that  exclusive  tests  will  prove 
rather  a  source  of  weakness  than  a  tower 
of  strength  to  our  religious  establishmentst 
Their  unnecessary  continuance  may  create 
danger  by  creating  enemies — their  abolK 
tion  will  diminish  danger  by  conciliating 
good-will.  The  political,  if  not  the  •reli* 
gious  aflections  of  men  will  be  won  over» 
and  they  will  become  solicitous  to  support 
a  syRtem  under  which  they  will  enjoy  the 
most  perfect  toleration— a  blessing  which 
they  could  not  hope  for  under  the  domi* 
nion  of  any  other  form  of  ecclesiaitical 
government. 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  at  this  mo» 
ment  we  have  the  question  in  our  owa 
hands,  to  reject  or  to  grant  as  to  as  mny 
seem  fit.  The  time  may  come,  howeverv 
when  what  we  shall  concede  may  lie  endet 
the  suspicion  of  being  wrung  ratber  from 
our  necessities  than  oor  good- will.  If  thel 
time  should  ever  arrive^  we  may  not  find 
it  so  easy,  as  I  really  hope  we  now  should^ 
to  provide  those  guards  and  securities  for 
our  establishments,  which  I  am  decidedly 
of  opinion  ought  to  accompany  our  acts  cif 
grace  to  the  Catholic  body.  With  re^ 
spect  to  securities,  I  will  content  myself 
with  saying,  that  I  am  perfectly  convinced 
some  safeguards  will  be  found  not  only 
politic  but  necessary ;  thoush  as  a  friend 
to  the  Catholics  on  one  hand,  end  onr  ee» 
tablishments  on  the  other,  I  beg  leave  nl 
this  time  to  decline  entering  into  any  fhr* 
ther  discussion  about  them.  Experience 
has  taught  us  that  such  discussion  can 
have  no  eflect  but  to  defeat  the  object  I» 
for  one,  have  in  view;  and  so  far  frona 
agreeing  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  that  we  ooght  not  to  go  iale 
the  committee,  because  we  have  not  pre* 
▼iously  settled  this  important  matter,  mj 
(hief  inducement  to  agree  to  that  proceed* 
tng  is,  that  we  have  refrained  from  nny 
promulgation  of  our  sentiments  on  die 
subject.  It  is  not  very  nsual,  before  yea 
proceed  to  negociatiooi  to  gite  Ibe  oiii||t 
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party  the  tdvanUge  of  knowing  all  yon 
sneao  to  concede,  or  all  3^00  mean  to  r^ 
quire;  and  I  approve  of  tlie  motion  of 
the  right  hon»  gentleman  (may  I  not  call 
htm  Sie  Tenerable  anertor  of  the  claima 
of  his  countrymen)  becaoae  I  apprehend 
that  in  the  committee  we  need  not  go 
forther  than  to  ascertain  the  present  state 
of  the  penal  laws*    When  we  ha? e  done 
so,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  shall  do  more 
than  report  to  the  Honse  how  they  now 
stand,  in  order  that  they  may  be  laid'at  the 
loot  of  the  throne,  with  an  hnmble  addrte 
to  his  Royal  Highness,  praying  him  to 
take  the  situation  of  the  Catholic  body 
into  his  gracious  consideration.    Leaving 
the  matter  of  securities  to  be  settled  by 
government  in  the  first  instance,  preparap 
tory  to  the  ultimate  decision  of  parliament 
I  am  not  one  of  those.  Sir,  who  expect 
from  a  change  of  system,  with  respect  to 
Ireland,  any  sudden  or  miraeoloos  im- 
provement in  the  circumstances  of  that 
country.    Such  changes  are  in  their  n»» 
tore  gradual ;  in  their  progress,  slow  and 
imperceptible.    It   is   by  kindnem   and 
conciliation  on  the  one  oand,  accompa* 
nied  by  a  firm  and  vigorous  execution  of 
the  laws  on  the  other,  tfattt  the  state  of 
Ireland  is  to  be  ameliorated^  and  aU  her 
most  invaluable  resources  drawn  fortlL 
Conciliate  the  peaceable  and  loyal,  that 
you  mav  be  able  to  controol  the  turbulent 
and  refractory.    But  I  do  look  for  one 
immediate    and    incalculable    advantage 
from  such  a  policy  on  our  part,  a  change 
in  the  feelings  and  temper  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  a  change  that  will  induce  that 
gallant  population  to  flock  in  increased 
numbers  to  our  standard,  with  the  liveliest 
emotions  of   gratitude    and    attachment. 
We  talk  of  the  security  of  our  exclusive 
system.    Show  me  that  we  shall  recruit 
our  army  by  an  addition  of  thousands  of 
brave  Irish  Catholics,  available  either  for 
our  home  defence,  or  lor  the  increase  of 
the  force  serving  under  their  illustrious 
countryman  in  the  peninsnla ;  and  I  shall 
think  we  have  done  more  lor  security, 
than  all  the  tests  can  now  do  that  the 
dread  of  the  Pope  ever  wmng  from  the 
fears,  however  well  founded,  otoor  ances« 
tors.     Sir,  I  believe  there  is  to  be  fouod 
among  the  Catholics  c£  Ireland  wisdom 
and  talent,  capable  of  enlightening  your 
councils,  and  leading  your  armies.     We 
know  them  to  posscm  a  valour  equal  to  the 
glorious  task  of  extending  or  presprving 
your  empire  abroad,   and    of  shieMing 
tiieir  matite  shore  Aon  the  polintie^  of 


forelgii  iataMD.  At  this  awful  mamsl 
do  net  refaae  to  avairToenelvts  of  the 
aaeans  of  defenee  Providence  has  pet  iMo 
your  hands. 

I  would  here  address  myielf  te  the  Ga^ 
tholie^  and  I  would  exhort  them,  as  they 
expect  cenciliaiioB  iVoea  as,  to  be  the«« 
selves  conciliatory.  The  tia0  is  cemiM 
for  the  lavoorable  consideratimi  of  thefv 
claims.  Let  Uiem  be  peaeeable,  let  the« 
be  loyal,  and  they  have  my  warmeil 
prayers  for  their  success.  I  love  Ibem  ee 
my  countrymen,  I  honour  them  as  fcllow* 
christians  and  as  freemen,  and  I  look  fhr* 
ward  with  eager  expectation  to  the  time 
when  they  stell  be  united  with  as  in  in^ 
tei^  and  aActioii,  as  they  already  are  ii 
law  and  gevemment 

Colonel  Lmim  said,  thai  the  motion 
went  simply  to  enquire  into  the  proprieiw 
of  removing  restrictions;  and  il  snoula 
therelore  have  his  support. 

Mr.  Owm.*^&r,  I  am  ready  to  udmil 
that  there  is  no  question,  vrhich,  from  ili 
immense  importance,  b  more  entitled  te 
disounion  tnan  the  present ;  nor  ii  there 
any  man  mora  read  v  than  I  am  to  admits 
that  no  kudividaal  should  be  called  <e  an 
account  beibra  any  human  tribunal  fet 
his  raligious  faiths  nor  excluded  ^n  aei 
count  of  that  faith  from  civil  privilegei^ 
unless  there  was  semethinff  in  his  creed 
injurious  to  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
state,  under  which  he  lives ;  but  I  do  no4 
consider  that  any  question  of  that  kind  ia 
at  all  connected  with  the  motion  before 
5rou,  and  which  I  conceive  purely  a  qtiea* 
tion  for  i^ranting  further  extension  of  po» 
litical  power  to  the  Catholics  of  IrelandL 
and  the  policy  of  such  extension  Is  the 
real  question  which  we  hate  to  considff* 
It  has  been  endeavoured  to  draw  an  argn^ 
ment  in  iavour  of  this  extension  fo  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland^as  if  the  question  wee 
connected  with  our  present  contest  for  the 
defence  of  the  Catholics  upon  the  conU« 
nent.  But,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  our  object  to 
fight  the  battles  of  those  oppressed  natiune 
upon  the  continent,  independent  of  any 
question  about  thvir  religion.  Our  object 
is  to  maintain  the  Independence  of  thorn 
nations,  and  of  Europe,  on  a  field  whioh 
afibrds  us  the  opportnaity  of  contending 
with  better  eftct  against  the  enemy ;  and 
thisf  Sir,  I  conceive,  is  net  fighting  the 
cause  of  the  Catholic  religion,  bat  the 
cause  ef  the  rishts  and  fre^om  of  those 
natioHb  with  trhimi  we  era  in  alliancib 
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tnd  I  am  therefore  at  a  loss  to  conceiTe 
how  it  can  b»  argued  that  there  U  any 
connection  between  our  battles  there,  and 
any  extension  of  political  power  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  We  have  nothing 
lo  do  with  the  religious  establishments  of 
other  countries,  but  we  are  bound  to  se- 
cure our  own,  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  shall 
dismiss  this  subject  with  this  short  obser- 
Tation,  that  we  are  bound  to  fight  the 
battles  of  Europe  against  the  common 
enemy f  without  that  circumstance  having 
any  connection  with  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. 

The  present  question  is  clearly  reduced 
to  one  of  political  expediency,  in  which 
our  judgments  are  to  be  regulated  by  a 
consideration  of  the  advantages  or  disad- 
vantages likely  to  result  from  granting  or 
withholding  the  proposed  concessions.  In 
my  opinion.  Sir,  nothing  could  warrant 
such  concessions  at  the  risk  of  the  security 
of  our  own  establishment,  but  the  most  im- 
perious necessity.  I  am  told.  Sir,  that  the 
end  proposed  by  these  concessions  is  to 
iranquilize  and  unite  the  people  of  Ire- 
land in  our  common  cause,  and  that  the 
measure  would  conciliate  and  render 
unanimous  all  ranks  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  that  cause.  £ut„  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  that  such  a  consequence  would  fol- 
low ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the 
temporary  calm  which  such  concessions 
might  produce,  would  be  followed  by  a 
tempest  more  arduous  and  alarming  ;  and 
a  pretty  good  proof  of  this  has  been  ad- 
vanced from  the  other  side  of  the  House ; 
for  it  appears  from  the  advocates  of  the 
Catholics  this  night,  that  expectation  na- 
turally increases  with  power,  that  the 
more  we  have  given«  the  more  is  asked  ; 
and  that  if  you  grant  what  is  now  required, 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  will  proceed  far- 
ther, and  never  be  satisfied  without  a  per- 
fect equality  in  all  the  powers  of  the  state« 
The  consequence  of  which  will  be,  that 
conscious  of  that  power,  and  heated  by 
religious  animosities,  Ireland  would  soon 
present  a  struggle  for  power  between  con- 
tending parties,  which  would  speedily  ter- 
minate in  the  ruin  of  the  country.  I 
found,  my  opinion.  Sir,  on  this  ground ; 
that  all  the  great  body  of  the  Catholics 
are  intent  upon  this  question,  and  eager  to 
press  lor  ward  to  the  possession  of  power. 
But  I  do  not  think  the  measure  would  be 
productive  of  tnose  benedis  either  to  the 
happiness  or  the  tranquillity  of  the  Ca- 
tholic body,  which  its  advocates  seem  to 
anticipate.    The  object  of   the   motion. 
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Sir,  is  to  render  the  higher  order  of  Ca^ 
tholics  in  Ireland  eligible  to  offices  in  the 
state  from  which  they  are  now  excluded  ; 
but  I  do  not  see  how  this  can  aiiect,  or 
have  any  reference  to  the  civil  or  religioot 
liberty  of  the  great  body  of  Catholic  po» 
pulation ;    nor  do  1  think  the  great  body 
of  the  Catholics  are  at  all  interested.    It 
could  confer  no  benefit  upon  the  great 
class  of  Irish  peasantry,  for  their  circum- 
stances, like  Protestant  subjects  of  tht;  saa>e 
rank,  would  exclude  them  from  any  parti- 
cipation in  those  advantages  to  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  render  Catholics  eligible. 
Their  habits  of  life  and  education  must  de* 
bar  them  from  any  advantages  likely  to 
accrue  to  the  higher  orders.    Doesaoy 
man   imagine  that  the  peasantry  of  that 
country  feel  any  interest  in  this  question  I 
They  now  can,  in  point  of  fact,  have  the 
free  enjoyment  of  the  exercise  of  their  re- 
ligion, and  the  protection  of  any  property 
they  may  acquire.    The  law  does  all  it 
can  for  persons  in  their  condition  of  life^ 
although  they,  like  others,  may  sometimce 
have  reason   to  complain  of  temporary 
sufferings.     I  do  not  think  the  situation  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  materially  dif- 
ferent from  their  Protestant  fellow-subjecta 
of  the  same  rank  in  this  respect;  but  that 
they  are  at  present  fully  competent  to  enp 
joy  with  the  same  freedom,  all  the  com- 
forts and  privileges  of  their  rank ;   and  it 
would,  in  fact,  seem  to  me,  rather  oftring 
an  insult  to  the  Catholic  population  to 
propose  rendering  them  eligible  to  sitiia* 
tions  which  they  are  never  likely  to  ei^joy. 
If  the  Catholics  stand  in  need  of  consola- 
tion, it  must  proceed  from  a  very  diffiBrent 
source  than  rendering  them  eligible  to 
hold  offices  in  the  state,  which  they  are 
morally  incapacitated  from  fulfilling |  and 
I  think.  Sir,  the  measure  is  not  calculaud 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  ; 
and  I  ask,  would  it  be  palaUble  to  the 
great  body  of  ProtestanU  ?     In  answer  lo 
this.  Sir,  I  may  be  referred  to  some  peti- 
tions on  your  table,  said  to  come  from  Jt 
considerable  portion  of  the  Protestants  of 
Ireland,  in  favour  of  this  measure.    Boty 
Sir,  notwithstanding  the  argumenu  I  have 
heard  founded  on  this  circumstance,  yet  I 
am  convinced  that  a  much  larger  propor- 
tion  of  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjecU  in 
this  empire  are  completely  averse  to  it^ 
contemplate  it  with  alarm,  and  sincerely 
deprecate  it,  as  affecting  the  very  exit* 
tence  of  their  constitution ;  and  therefore* 
Sir,  I  am  far  from  thinking  it  competent 
to  produce  the  unanimity  which  geatlt* 
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men  so  confidently  anticipate.  Having 
stated  my  opinion.  Sir,  that  this  naeature 
would  not  produce  the  consequences  so 
ardently  expected  from  it,  I  hope  I  may 
be  indulged  with,  the  liberty  of  stating 
some  of  the  dangers  which  I  think  wore 
likely  to  arise  from  it.  In  the  first  place. 
Sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  dangers  very 
alarming  to  our  establishment,  may  arise 
from  granting  political  power  to  so  large  a 
portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  profess- 
ing such  implicit  submission  to  the  court 
of  Rome.  There  is  a  bigotry  and  intole- 
rance in  the  doctrines  of  that  Church  hot- 
tile  to  all  other  religions ;  and  when  I 
consider  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are 
onder  the  direction  of  a  priesthood  who 
deny  all  controul  from  his  Majesty'*  go- 
Tcrnment,  and  maintain  the  most  abject 
submission  to  the  Pope  as  head  of  their 
Church ;  I  cannot  view  that  circumstance 
without  serious  alarm.  A  noble  lord  has 
referred  you  to  a  monarch  of  France, 
Louis  14,  who,  he  tells  us,  was  the  eldest 
son  of  the  Church,  and  the  champion  of 
Popery  in  Europe ;  but  his  strength  wu 
weakness,  and  his  hostility  peace,  com** 
pared  with  the  power,  and  avowed  hosci^ 
lity  of  the  present  ruler  of  France ;  and. 
Sir,  when  I  consider  that  the  Pope  liimself,- 
to  whom  the  Catholic  priesthood  and  peo* 
pie  of  Ireland  profess  the  roost  implicit 
submission  in  their  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment, i8,  at  this  moment,  the  prisoner  and 
slave  of  Buonaparte,  will  any  man  say, 
that  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  influence  of  the  Pope  so  circum* 
stanced,  to  our  Protestant  state,  if  power 
be  extended  to  Roman  Catholics  ?  This 
is  the  quarter.  Sir,  from  whence  the  great 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  and  there- 
fore, I  would  ask  those  gentlemen,  who 
advocate  this  question,  if  while  such  an  in- 
iluenee  exists,  and  that  you  place  Catholic 
generals  at  the  bead  of  your  armies.  Catho- 
lics representatives  in  your  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, and  Catholics  to  fill  the  offices  of 
ministers  of  state,  you  can  expect  perma- 
nent safety  to  your  Protestant  constitution, 
or  that  you  may  not  one  day  have  the 
crown  of  England  held  up  as  a  prize  for 
Catholic  adventurers? 

Our  ancestors.  Sir,  had  woeful  lessons  of 
experience,  and  some  respect  is  surely  due 
to  the  weight  of  that  policy  by  which  they 
were  actuated,  and  which  ultimately  led 
to  the  Revolution,  under  one  of  the  most 
illustrious  monarchs  that  ever  dignified  the 
throne  of  these  realms.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore. Sir,  by  voting  for  this  measure  cast  a 
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censure  on  the  memory  of  that  great  mo^ 
narch,  and  the  memory  of  ifiose  iliostrioaa 
characters  who  accomplished  that  glcriona 
work.  I  cannot  consent  to  abrogate  the 
policy  under  which  we  have  floorbhed 
for  above  a  centory,iior  to  poll  down  with 
onballowed  hands  those  sound  barriers^ 
which  have  so  long  defended  our  constitu- 
tion. Sir,  the  question  before  you  is  t 
new  experiment  upon  the  constitution^ 
which  I  thiniL  inadmissible,  and  to  which 
I  therefore  avow  my  resistance  in  the  fint 
stage,  and  on  this  account.  Sir,  I  feel  it  mj 
duty  to  oppose  the  motion,  and  I  alia 
think  it  the  most  honourable  and  fair  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  Catholics,  not  to  go 
into  the  committee,  for  to  do  otherwise 
wookl  be  only  to  disappoint  and  to  irri- 
tate. ^  • 
Sarroonded,  as  we  are,  Sir,  on  all  sideft 
with  dangers  and  with  difficalties,  yet  I 
torn  with  confidence  to  our  glorioos  con« 
stitution  as  a  land-mark  to  guide  us  safe 
through  the  troubled  ocean  of  these  timef^ 
and  I  conclude  by  giving  my  vote  against 
the  motion* 

Mr.  r^mon.— -I  am  sensible.  Sir,  tbit  in 
rising*  at  a  time  when  so  many  other  per- 
sons, much  more  worthy  of  aodience  than 
rovself^  are  desirous  of  addressing  them* 
selves  to  the  House,  I  may  owe  it,  perhaps* 
some  apology,  for  obtruding  myself  at  all 
upon  its  attention.  And,  indeed,  the  sub-» 
ject  of  our  present  consideration  has  been 
so  frequenUy  and  so  fully  discussed,  so 
much  argument  has  been  employed  upoe 
it,  and  that  argument  has  been  urged  with 
so  much  eloquence,  that  a  person  much 
more  competent  than  myself  might  well 
abstain  from  the  hopeless  attempt  of  add* 
ing  to  it  either  novelty  or  interest.  But  at 
the  same  time  it  is  a  matter  of  such  high 
importance,  and  respecting  which  opinions 
so  various  are  entertained  even  by  persona . 
agKeingin  their  vote;  and  abovelldl  it  is  e 
topic  which  subjects  those  who  think  and 
act  as  I  think  and  must  act  upon  it,  to  sb 
much  calumny  and  misrepresentation,  that 
I  am  desirous  of  offering  a  few  observa* 
tions  to  the  House. 

The  learned  gentleman  who  preceded 
me  has  stated  upon  this  subject  opinions 
so  singular,  that  I  scarcely  know  how  to 
enter  mto  any  contest  with  (ilm  respecting 
them.  He  has  asserted  that  the  repeal  ot 
these  disabilities  would  be  of  no  value  to 
the  lower  classes  of  the  Catiiolics.  What* 
Sir !  is  it  no  object  to  them  to  be  permitted 
to  risTi  like  their  Protestant  neignbonrs/to 
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situations  of  honour  and  emolument  ?  Is 
it  no  object  to^them  to  reap,  like  others, 
the  fruit  of  their  industry  and  talents,  and 
to  be  capable  of  filling  the  highest  offices 
in  the  laiv,  in  the  army,  and  in  the  civil 
government  of  the  state  ?  It  is  the  pride, 
the  glory,  and  the  advantage  of  this  coun- 
try, that  the  avenues  to  honour  and  profit 
are  open  equally,  waving  these  disabilities, 
to  all ;  and  can  it  then  be  said,  that  to  deny 
them  to  the  Catholics  is  no  grievance  to  this 
part  of  the  community  ?  But,  Sir,  the  learned 
gentleman  has  argued,  that  the  lovrer  ranks 
of  society  labour  under  what  he  calls  a 
"  moral  incapacity"  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  proposed  concessions.  Now,  with- 
out stopping  to  shew  the  absurdity  of  this 
assertion,  I  must  say,  without,  I  hope, 
causing  offence  to  the  learned  gentleman, 
that  I  think,  considering  the  circumstances 
of  his  life  and  history,  that  he  is  one  of  the 
last  persons  in  this  House,  from  whom  I 
should  have  expected  such  an  opinion. 

The  learned  doctor  who  spoke  second 
in  this  debate,  and  who  told  us  that  Buo- 
naparte has  trampled  upon  the  boundaries 
of  right  and  wrong,  has,  I  think,  himself 
trampled  upon  the  boundaries  of  sense  and 
nonsense.  The  learned  doctor  told  us, 
that  he  proposed  to  himself  two  objects  (n 
bis  speech  to-night;  the  one,  to  state  the 
merits,  the  other,  the  demerits  of  the  Ca- 
tholics. His  view  of  their  mecits  has  con- 
sisted in  a  fruitless  attempt  to  depreciate 
their  wealth  and  their  numbers  ;  and  his 
i^iew  of  their  demerits  has  consisted  in  the 
recital  of  certain  oaths  of  spiritual  allegi- 
ance to  the  Pope,  which  are  taken  by  their 
bishops,  and  of  the  obsolete  doctrines  of 
certain  ancient  councils,  some  of  which 
have  never  been  adopted,  and  others  have 
been  formally  disclaimed  by  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics. But  upon  these  points  full  and 
satisfactory  explanation  has  been  afforded 
to  the  House  by  the  worthy  baronet  who 
spoke  after  him. 

The  learned  doctor  has  been  kind  enough 
to  interpret  for  the  Roman  Catholics  their 
tenets  and  principles  according  to  his  own 
judgment  and  construction ;  but  I  suspect 
that  if  some  Roman  Catholic  divine  were 
to  undertake  a  similar  task  for  the  benefit 
of  the  learned  doctor,  he  might  perhaps, 
by  too  literal  an  interpretation,  so  explain 
the  thirty-nine  articles  which  the  learned 
doctor  has  subscribed  as  the  profetsion  of 
his  own  creed,  that  he  might  not  be  very 
willing  to  accept  such  a  construction,  and 
might  find  sufl]ci«^nt  occupation  in  recon- 
ciling the  difficulties  of  his  own  system. 
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without  engaging  to  expound  for  otliaii|» 
according  to  an  interpretation  disclaimed 
by  them,  and  contradicted  by  their 
practice^  the  tenets  and  doctrines  of  their 
faith.  The  learned  doctor,  however, 
not  content  with  his  serious  and  solemn 
argument  upon  this  subject,  and  disclaim- 
ing altogether  what  be  calls  **  apophtheg* 
matical  argument/^  has  condescended  to 
be  facetious,  but  has  discovered,  perhaps*  ' 
that  it  requires  a  skilful  fencer  to  wield 
the  weapons  of  irony.  If,  however,  he 
has  failed  in  his  attack  upon  my  honoura- 
ble friend  behind  me,  he  has  at  least  the 
merit  of  appearing  undaunted  and  onhorl 
by  the  recoil  of  his  own  artillery—* 

**  While  peals  of  laughter,  Codrus,  round  tbee 

break, 
Thou  onconcern'd  canst  hoar   the  mighty 

crack  ; 
Pit,  box,  and  galler j  in  convoUions  buri'dt 
Thou  stund'st  unuiov'd  antidst  a  barstinf 

world,'' 

The  learned  doctor  has  argued  this 
question,  as  if  the  Catholics  were  to  be 
the  only  gainers  by  the  repeal  of  these 
disabilities ;  but  I  differ  from  him  entirely 
in  this  narrow  view  of  the  subject,  ana 
deem  that  argument  which  I  unworthily 
support  to-night,  the  argument  and  cause 
of  the  country ;  and  however  anzions  I 
may  justly  be,  that  no  class  of  the'  com- 
munity should  be  unnecessarily  subjected, 
as  I  think  the  Catholics  are,  to  the  griev- 
ance of  unequal  and  excluding  laws,  I  am 
much  more  concerned  at  the  loss  which  I 
feel  the  state  sustains,  in  the  want  of  their 
services  and  the  diminution  of  their  afiec- 
tions.  It  is,  no  doubt,  an  enormoa  evil 
to  the  Catholics,  to  be  excluded,  at  they 
are  in  Ireland,  by  direct  and  positive  law 
from  more  than  five  hundred  legal  and 
civil  offices,  besides  seats  in  parliifltient, 
and  indirectly  from  two  thousand  more ; 
to  be  excluded  also  from  upwards  of  three 
thousand  municipal  offices,  and  from  all 
the  higher  ranks  in  the  army  and  navy. 
But  the  mischief  is,  not  only  that  you  thos 
disfranchise  and  degrade  a  fourth  part  of 
your  population,  but  that  you  do  not  deal 
fairly  by  the  sUte,  in  thus  withdrawing 
the  talents  and  energy  of  that  fourth  pari 
from  the  competition  for  public  service. 
What  is  the  operation  of  these  laws  upon 
our  army  ?  Tliat  army,  the  sound  of  whose 
recent  triumph  has  within  these  few  boors 
reached  our  gratified,  but  now  happily  not 
unaccustomed  ears.  Suppose  that  upon 
this  occasion  an  English  or  Irish  Protes- 
tant officer  should  have  been  the  £rst  to 
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mount  the  rampart,  and  to  plant  the  tic- 
torioiM  standard  on  the  walls  of  Badajoz  ; 
if  he  be  a  non-commissioned  officer,  he 
may  receive  a  commission  as  the  reward 
of  his  valour ;  or  if  he  have  already  a 
commission,  he  may  be  promoted.  But  if 
a  British  Catholic  should  have  performed 
this  exploit,  to  him  no  such  reward  can  be 
allotted,  no  such  honour  can  be  aflsighed, 
although  a  Portuguese  Catholic  fighting 
for  the  same  cause,  under  the  same  ban- 
ners, might  receive  in  such  honourable 
promotion  the  tribute  due  to  lus  exertions. 
It  is  difficult  to  abstain  to-night  from  men- 
tioning lord  Wellington :  he.  Sir,  is  is  an 
Irishman,  to  the  immortal  honour  of  thai 
country  ;  and  while  his  great  achieve- 
ments shrink  from  no  comparison,  they 
are  embellished  and  exalted  b]^  that  dis- 
interestedness, which  was  wantmg  to  the 
character  of  that  illustrious  duke,  to  whom^ 
in  our  military  annals,  he  is  second  rather 
in  time  than  in  glory.  .  But  if  lord  Wel- 
lington had  been  a  Roman  Catholic,  he 
might  indeed  have  served  in  Ireland  as 
captain  or  colonel  Wcllesley,  and  instead 
of  assisting  the  Spaniards,  might  have 
marched  in  aid  of  an  exciseman,  and  taken 
some  illicit  distillery  by  storm  instead  of 
Badajoz  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo  ;  bu^  if  cap- 
tain Wellesley  had  set  his  foot  on  the  Bri- 
tidh  shore,  he  mi^ht  have  been  subjected 
by  a  common  informer  to  a  penalty  of 
300/.  and  the  loss  of  his  commission. 

The  learned  doctor  has  told  us,  that 
the  Catholics  have  refused  to  grant  the 
Veto.  But  in  fact  they  have  not  refused 
it ;  for  you  have  not  asked  them  to  grant 
it;  you.  have  not  offered  them  any  in- 
ducement to  grant  it.  They  have  deter- 
mined, indeed,  that  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  the 
mode  by  which  their  bishops  are  nomi- 
nated.  But  as  I  know  that  in  other  coun- 
tries such  a  power  has  been  exercised  by 
a  Protestant  sovereign,  and  that  it  was 
not  objected  to  a  few  years  ago  in  Ireland, 
I  have  a  right  to  expect  that  whenever  we 
seriously  undertake  the  great  work  of  na- 
tional conciliation,  there  will  be  little  dif- 
ficulty in  forming  an  arrangement  upon 
this  subject,  equivalent  in  substance,  how- 
ever differing  in  form,  which  may  not 
be  deemed  inexpedient  to  the  Catholics. 
It  is  no  doubt  desirable  either  in  this  or 
any  other  country,  that  the  government 
should  have  the  means  of  providing  that 
disloyal  men  should  not  be  placed  in  si- 
tuations of  influence  and  power.  This 
judgment,  with  respect  to  all  civi)  $md  mi- 
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litary  offices,  would  of  course  be  exercise^ 
by  goTernment  in  regard  to  Catholics,  a^ 
it  now  is  in  regard  to  Protestants.  Na 
Catholic  would  be  promoted  in  the  arm|r 
or  any  other  profession,  unless  he  were  • 
good  citizen;  and  when  it  is  said  that 
without  the  Veto  or  some  equivalent,  thib 
goTerament  would  have  no  controul  over 
the  nomination  of  their  bishops,  I  repljf^ 
that  they  hare  now  no  controul  over  Uieif 
nomination ;  and  if  they  were  disposed, 
to  use  their  influence  disloyally,  wbicli 
they  are  not,  as  was  shewn  by  their 
exemplary  conduct^tn  the  two  recent  re? 
hellions,  they  might  address  it  to  much 
more  willing  ears,  than  they  could  dd,  if 
y.ou  removed  these  sources  or  jealousy  an4^ 
discontent.  When  this  subject^  has  beei| 
formerly  agitated,  I  have  abstained  froni 
stating  my  opinion  opon  it,  partly  from  % 
general  unwillingness  to  trouble  the  Hous# 
at  any  time  with  the  sentiments  of  so  ua* 
important  an  individual,  and  partly  from 
a  feeling,  that  although  if  the  petitionerf 
chose  to  bring  it  under  the  view  of  parlia* 
rnent^  it  was  impossible  to  withhold^  that 
vote  which  a  sincere  and  strong  opinion 
suggested,  no  success,  however,  could 
under  the  then  existing  circumstances^  b« 
anticipated  for  the  measure  in  parliament 
and  tnai  consequently,  other  and  more 
favourable  opportunities  would  occur  for 
expressing  that  opinion,  both  with  respect 
to  the  general  principle,  and  to  the  details 
which  must'be  considered  in  its  progress. 
The  subject,  however,  comes  now  und^r 
pur  consideration  in  very  different  circum- 
stances. We  cannot  be  opposed  in  par« 
liament,  nor  can  a  flame  be  excited  in  the 
country,  by  the  conscientious  scruples  of 
thePrmce  Regent;  and  no  one  except 
the  learned  doctor  has  urged  the  invente4 
impediments  of  the  coronation  oath.  Of 
his  Majesty  lam  unwilling  to  speak  other* 
wise  than  with  that  delicacy  and  respect 
which  is  due  to  his  misfortunes  and  to  hit 
virtues;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking, 
that  it  is  an  extraordinary  circumstance 
in  the  history  of  this  nation,  that  the  opU 
nion  of  an  individual  whose  mind  bar 
been  for  twenty-five  years  cpnstantly  liaf 
bleto  the  slighter  or  stronper  affecttonf 
of  that  disorder  under  which  it  now  la* 
hours,  and  who  we  now  know  has  exer^ 
cised  the  sovereign  authority  whilst  undeK 
its  influence^  and  surrounded  by  the  ffrt 
straints  which  it  renders  necessary,  should 
have  bad  the  weight  which  we  know  i% 
has  had  on  the  public  mind  in  deciding 
upon  the  politicid  destiiucs  pf  fpur 
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lions  of  the  subjects  of  this  empire.  But 
that  day  is  now  past,  and  the  time  arrived, 
which  the  Catholics,  however  loyal,  how- 
ever attached  to  the  person,  and  admiring 
the  virtues  of  the  sovereign,  could  not  but 
look  forward  to  with  the  satisfiatctory  anti- 
cipation of  the  fulfilment  of  those  hopes 
in  which  they  had  been  encouraged  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  I  abstain  from  al* 
luding  to  any  rumoured  difference  of  opt* 
nion  between  himself  and  bis  present 
counsellors ;  because  such  difference  can-* 
not  be  recognized  by  parliament,  and  be- 
cause it  is  from  responsible  ministers  only 
that  we  can  collect  the  feelings  and  judg- 
ment of  the  sovereign.  I  will  not  imitate 
in  this  respect  the  conduct  of  the  present 
government,  who  have  formerly  most  im- 
properly applied  the  name  and  personal 
influence  of  the  King  to  their  political  pur- 
poses upon  this  subject.  But  of  the  avow- 
ed opinions  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  I  have 
a  right  to  speak,  and  to  say  this — that  the 
Catholics  had  just  ground  to  expect,  not 
perhaps  that  he  would  exert  that  personal 
influence  in  their  favour  which  his  father 
had  exerted  against  them,  not  perhaps 
that  he  woiHd  tell  the  servile  circle  of  his 
court,  that  the  throne  and  the  altar  with 
which  that  throne  is  connected,  stand  on 
a  firmer  and  broader  basis  than  religious 
exclusions  and  disabilities  can  supply  to 
them,  but  that  he  would  at  least  have 
procured  that  fair  consideration  of  their 
petitions,  which  it  is  vain  and  idle  to  pre- 
tend can  ever  be  had  while  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  is  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment I  am  sure  that  I  have  as  little  per- 
sonal interest  as  any  individual  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  present  administration ; 
and  I  am  sure  that  no  man  approved  more 
entirely  than  myself  of  the  rejection  by 
toy  two  noble  friends  of  the  offer  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  advised  the  Prince 
Regent  to  make  to  them  for  the  purpose 
apparently  of  being  rejected.  The  poet 
•ays, 

"  Desire  of  greatness  is  a  godlike  sin." 
and,  under  honourable  circumstances,  it 
is  surely  no  sin  at  all;  but  under  the  cir- 
cumstances attended  by  which  it  was  sug- 
gested to  those  noble  lords,  desire  of  greats 
ness  would  have  been  a  sin  against  every 
honourable  principle,  the  maintenance  of 
which  alone  can  make  men  either  estima- 
ble in  themselves,  or  useful  to  their  coun- 
try. My  opinion,  however,  and  my  ap- 
probation of  the  conduct  of  those  noble 
lords,  is  of  little  value  to  them,  and  of  no 
importance  to  the  country.    But  if  instead 
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of  the  humble  individual  who  now  ad- 
dresses you,  I  were  a  person  of  illastrious 
birth  and  eminent  situation ;  a  person  on 
whose  decisions  the  destinies  of  thid  conn* 
try  might  very  essentially  depend  ;  and 
if,  being  such  a  person,  and  having  in  the 
year  1809  expressed  most  strongly  and 
distinctly  my  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  those  noble  lords,  in  refusing  the  offer 
of  official  situation  which  was  then  mado 
to  them  by  his  Majesty,  I  should  now,  in 
consequence  of  their  rejection  of  a  similar 
offer,  for  similar  reasons,  withdraw  from 
them  my  support  and  approbation,  I  think 
that,  however  some  interested  individual! 
might  rejoice  in  such  an  inconsistency  on 
my  part,  that  even  they  would  not  feel 
very  confident  of  the  continuance  of  ttut 
my  new  opinion,  and  that  the  country  at 
large  would  hereafter  be  very  little  soli* 
citous  what  opinion  I  might  entertain  on 
any  subject,  or  whether  I  migrht  entertain 
any  opinion  at  all.  The'^rignt  hon.  geiH 
tieman,  however,  twice  rejected  by  tnoso 
noble  lords,  whose  principles  he  declares 
to  be  ruinous  to  the  country  almost  in  the 
same  breath  that  he  invites  their  assist- 
ance to  his  government,  undeterred  by 
their  refusal,  and  sensible  of  the  inefficien- 
cy of  his  colleagues,  goes  in  quest  of  their 
aid,  and  careless  what  opinions  he  may 
associate  to  himself,  acting  apparently 
upon  the  principle  of 

'<  But  ask  not  to  what  doctors  I  apply^ 

Sworn  to  do  master*  of  no  sect  am  I, 

As  drives  the  storm  at  any  door  I  knodc,** 

he  buckles  on  the  whole  armour  of  into^ 
lerance,  and  thus  issues  forth  to  the  com- 
bat, almost  single  in  opinion,  but  com- 
pelling into  his  array  the  convenient  prin- 
ciples of  his  subservient  colleagues.  And, 
Sir,  what  is  the  argument  which  they  de- 
fend to-night?  what  the  proposition  of 
my  right  hon.  friend  which  the  House  isde- 
sired  to  negative  ?  Isit  the  precipitate  adop* 
tion  of  some  undigested  measure,  which 
requires  caution  and  delay  ?  Is  it,  as  mis- 
representation has  described  it,  an  attempt 
to  innovate  on  the  constitution,  without 
security,  and  without  regard  to  the  safety 
of  your  establishments  ?  No,  Sir!  if  such 
it  were,  if  such  I  conceived  it  to  be,  I 
should  be  the  last  man  in  this  House  who 
could  afford  it  supporL  Connected  as  I 
am  by  the  most  intimate  ties  of  duty  and  af* 
fectton  with  an  individual,  eminent  among 
the  dignitaries  of  the  English  Church,  I 
am  perhaps  more  conversant  with  the  ex- 
cellencies of  its  institutions  than  most 
members  in  this  Hoasoi  perhaps  even  I 
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am  disposed  to  ^iew  them  with  partial 
eyes,  and  to  overlook  defects  which  may  ba 
lamented  and  criticised  by  others.  But  be 
it  a  true  opinion,  or  be  it  prejudice,  it  is 
my  opinion  that  no  church  government 
can  more  faithfully  fulfil  the  various  ends 
of  its  institution  than  our  Church  establish- 
ment ;  which  avoids  equally  on  the  other 
hand  to  support  those  arbitrary  notions 
which  have  been  mostly  found  connected 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church ;  and  on 
the  other  band,  the  more  democratic  prin- 
ciples which  are  attributed  to  the  feelings 
and  doctrines  of  other  sects.  Deeming 
thus  highly  of  our  English  Churchy  and 
confirmed  in  these  sentiments  by  the  es- 
teem and  afiection  in  which  I.  hold  many 
of  its  ministers,  I  trust  I  shall  obtain  era* 
dit  when  I  assert  that  nothing  could  induce 
me  to  support  the  Catholic  Petitioii,  except 
a  conviction,  not  lightly  formed,  for  I  sat 
some  time  in  parliament  before  I  would 
vote  upon  this  subject,  that  an  mlleralioa 
in  these  penal  laws  may  be  cActed  in  a 
manner  innocuous  to  the  Church*  while  k 
will  add  to  the  state  that  vigoor,  and  tbas 
consolidation  of  its  interests  which  the 
present  exigency  of  our  aSairs  so  srgentlT 
demands.  But,  Sir,  I  ask  again,  what  is 
the  proposition  which  demands  our  deci* 
sion  to-nieht  ?  It  is  surely  the  most  rea- 
sonable, the  most  mitigated,  the  most 
cautious  in  its  tendency,  which  could  be 
submitted  to  parliament.  For  unless  it 
be  contended  that  every  thing  is  right  in 
this  system  of  laws  at  present,  and  tnat  we 
must  not  entertain  the  subject  at  all  without 
the  consent  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the 
House  can  refuse  to  take,  as  it  is  desired, 
the  state  of  Ireland  into  its  consideration. 
The  learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
denies  that  this  is  a  fit  lime  to  enter  upon 
the  question.  It  is,  however,  the  tine 
which  has  been  long  designated  la  the  tx- 
pectation  of  all  men  for  the  purpose,  and  I 
had  hoped  that  this  pretence  at  least  would 
no  longer  have  been  relied  upon.  It  is 
one  of  the  prerogatives  of  tbe  crown  that 
**  Nullum  tempos  occurrit  regi.''  Bat  it 
is  the  misfortune  of  the  Catholics,  that 
every  time  is  opposed  to  their  jest  Peti- 
tions and  desires.  For  osy  pari,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  avowing  my  apiaioii,  that 
under  a  different  course  of  events  InMn 
that  which  has  rerently  occurved,  a  satis- 
factory arrangement  osight  have  been 
made,  which  would  huve  opened  IhalVa- 
testant  monopoly  of  political  power  to 
the  Catholics,  with  as  little  cr  hau  difi- 
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^ty  than  the  pending  arrangement  caq 
be  effected  for  opening  the  East  Indi|| 
trade  to  the  competition  of  private  mer* 
chants.  B«t  of  this  I  am  confident,  tha^ 
the  question  of  that  charter,  that  the 
claims  of  private  merchants,  that  tlia 
rightsof  the  company;  nay,  that  the  loaf 
ofthat  onwieldjf  empure  itself  might  well 
ba  deemed  unimportant,  when  compared 
with  those  domestic  and  suicidal  resolti 
which  our  present  policy  may  produce  h| 
Ireland. 

Let  us  look.  Sir,  at  the  condition  ofthat 
country ;  let  us  see  it  rising  rapidly  from 
that  misery  and  degradation  to  which  our 
wretched  government,  during  two  cento* 
ries,  had  reduced  it.  Let  os  see  it  thrift 
ing  in  arts,  in  agricoltore,  and  above  all 
in  an  increasing  population ;  brave,  gena* 
rons,  and  enthusiastic ;  willmg  to  senra 
yau,butnot  as  slaves;  willing  to  bleed  and  * 
conquer  in  your  armies,  but  demanding 
the  rewards  and  honours  of  conouerors. 
It  is  I  oonfoss  difficult,  when  I  look  al 
this  part  of  the  subject,  to  calculate  coldl  j 
and  nicely  those  dangers  of  which  soom 
persons  are  so  apprehensive.  But  Ut 
those  persons  tell  you^  what  are  those  daa» 
fdn :  let  them  speak  out  upon  this  points 
It  is  their  business  to  do  so  and  not  0Qr% 
for  I  am  not  alTraid  to  say,  that  unless  i 
can  be  shewn  that  4hcseclaiaia  cannot  bt 
granted  without  danger  to  the  state,  thai 
tbev  become  claims  of  rigfa^  properly 
understood ;  in  the  only  sense  at  least  ia 
which  natural  claims  of  political  rishtcan 
be  maintained  at  alL  Unless  these  dangers 
can  be  shewn,  and  not  only  positive  dan^ 
gers,  but  greater  dangers  in  concessiop 
than  refusal,  we  are  no  more  justified  im 
excluding  Catholics  from  serving  tbt 
countrv,  than  we  should  be  in  excluding 
men  of  less  than  six  feet  in  height.  Wi 
make  regolaUons  upon  thif  subject  in  tho 
army,  because  tall  men  are  better  soldierib 
hot  the  right  hon«  gentleman  would  nert 
approve  of  makinff  this  qualification  gch 
neral.  We  should  be  quite  justified  in 
excluding  the  right  hon.  gentleman  from 
the  ranks  of  the  army,  becausje  such  sol* 
diers  might  be  danf^eroos  to  the  state« 
but  not  so  the  Catholic,  on  account  of  his 
creed,  unless  that  creed  contain  political 
maxims  of  idangerons  tendency.  If  in- 
deed they  maintained  at  this  day  the  anti- 
social opinions  of  the  darker  ages,  that  no 
faith  was  to  be  kept  with  heretics,  anfi 
thai  tha  Pope  hitf  the  power  of  absolving 
salgeGls  from  dieir  allegiance,  undoob|* 
•dly  ir#  AbpoM  not  only  be  justifiedjii  ev 
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eluding  them  from  office,  bat  from  all 
civil  society  and  intercourse  whatever. 
So  that  in  fact  the  question  of  right  can- 
not be  of  positive  right,  but  conditional, 
and  the  condition  is,  the  safety  of  the  state. 
It  is  the  same  right  which  every  man  has 
to  his  liberty,  and  to  Hhe  benefit  of  the 
laws ;  a  right  not  to  be  divested  by  ca- 
price, but  only  by  state  necessity,  and 
that  necessity*  I  maintain,  cannot  be 
proved  in  defence  of  these  Catholic  disa* 
bilities. 

I  recollect  what  was  said  of  political 
disabilities  in  a  free  conference  on  the  Oc- 
casional Conformity  Bill  in  queen  Anne's 
time.  The  managers  for  the  Lords,  among 
whom  were  lord  Halifax*  lord  Soroers,  the 
duke  of  Devonshire,  and  bishop  Burnet, 
declared,  '*  That  the  Lords  thought,  that 
an  Englishman  could  not  be  reduced  to  a 
more  unhappy  condition,  than  to  be  put 
by  law  under  an  incapacity  of  serving  his 
prince  and  country;  and  that  therefore 
nothing  but  a  crime  of  a  most  detestable 
nature  ought  to  put  him  under  such  a  dis- 
ability.'' But  what  then  is  the  danger 
which  it  is  pretended  will  arise  out  of 
these  concessions  ?  Foreign  influence,  says 
the  learned  doctor;  no  doubt,  foreign  in- 
fluence, as  far  as  it  may  exist,  is  pro  tanio 
an  evil.  But  what  is  the  remedy  ?  I  say, 
admit  the  Catholics  to  the  constitution. 
The  foreign  influence  exists  now,  happily 
not  in  practice,  but  in  possibility.  Con- 
cession cannot  increase  it;  but  satisfy  the 
Catholics  and  you  deprive  the  mischief  of 
its  sting.  For  how  is  this  mischief  to  ope- 
rate ?  It  is  supposed  that  the  Pope,  not  the 
present  pontiff  however,  for  of  his  virtuous 
courage  and  resistance  under  persecution 
there  is  sufficient  evidence,  but  that  some 
future  Pope  may  be  induced  to  exert  his 
religious  influence  in  Ireland  in  favour  of 
the  French.  The  danger  then  is  religious 
connection  f?ith  the  enemy,  and  the  re- 
medy, I  say,  is  political  connection  with 
the  state.  Give  the  Catholics  the  same  in- 
terest in  the  state  as  their  countrymen 
have,  and  they  will  be  as  eager  to  defend 
it ;  for  it  is  not  bigotry  which  you  impute 
to  them,  but  madness,  and  contradiction  to 
human  nature,  if  you  suppose  that  admis- 
sion to  the  constitution  will  not  endear  it 
to  then),  and  exclusion  make  it  compara- 
tively indifferent.  It  is  therefore  justly 
0aid,  that  concession  is  the  best  security ; 
and  I  am  confident  that  if  no  other  were 
ienacted,the  safety  of  the  empire  would  be 
infinitely  greater  than  it  now  it;  but  I  am 
#Uo  confident,  that  whenever  yon  enter 
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bond  fide  into  an  arrangement  upon  thii 
subject,  you  will  have  little  difficulty  in 
forming  such  other  securities  as  are  gene« 
rally  desired.  The  learned  doctor  de- 
precates, with  eager  alarm,  the  mischiefi 
of  innovation ;  happy  would  it  have  been 
for  the  Catholics,  if  this  terror  had  ope- 
rated a  century  sooner  on  the  mind  of  the 
legislature ;  if  this  argument  had  prevailed 
when,  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  they 
were  first  excluded  from  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment ;  "when,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne* 
they  were  deprived  of  access  to  honoori 
and  offices  by  the  extension  of  the  English 
Test  Act  to  Ireland.  For  those  innova- 
tions on  the  constitution  there  was  an  apo« 
logy,  the  justice  of  which  it-is  now  unne* 
cessary  to  argue ;  that  apology  consisted 
in  the  attachment  of  the  Catholics  to  their 
dethrone<l  sovereign ;  to  him  whom,  as  far 
as  his  religion  constituted  a  part  of  his  of« 
fence,  they  could  not  consider  an  oflender. 
Undoubtedly  the  motives  by  which  the 
great  men  who  conducted  that  revolution 
were  actuated,  were  of  a  higher  and  dif- 
ferent sort  from  those  by  which  the  popn* 
lace  was  stimulated.  The  mischief  which 
they  fought  against,  was,  not  the  Catholic 
religion  in  itself^  but  the  despotic  princi- 
ples which  were  attempted  to  be  esta- 
blished by  the  Stuarts,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  thei  French  court,  and  the  pretence 
and  medium  of  that  religion.  But  if  there 
had  existed  then  this  indefinite  and  on- 
meaning  terror  of  innovation,  the  Catho- 
lics would  never  have  been  deprived  of 
those  rights,  the  restoration  of  which,  the 
danger  of  jacobitism  being  annihilated, 
they  anxiously,  and,  in  my  opinion,  most 
reasonably  desire. 

So  much.  Sir,  has  -been  already  said 
upon  this  subject,  that  I  will  now  only 
make  a  few  observations  on  the '  petition 
which  has  been  presented  to  us  in  the 
name  of  the  chancellor,  masters,  and  scho- 
lars of  the  University  of  Oxford.  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  that 
learned  body,  and  am  attached  to  it  by  the 
recollection  of  some  years  spent  there  not 
long  since,  agreeably  at  least,  if  not  so 
usefully  as  they  might  have  been. 
Anxious  therefore  for  iu  honour,  I  feel 
much  satisfaction  in  reflecting,  that  I  am 
one  of  a  great  majority  of  its  membera, 
who,  although  included  in  the  form  of  the 
petition,  are  onconsulted  and  onassenting 
parties  to  it.  The  memberi  of  that  Uni- 
versity exceed  1,000  in  number,  of  whom 
little  more  than  100  actually  supported  or 
consent^  to  it ;   and  a  Tery  res pectaM* 
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portion  of  the  resident  members,  including* 
the  vice-chancellor,  the  two  proctors,  and 
several  heads  of  houses,  and  others  of  the 
most  learned  and*  estimable  men  in  the 
University  decidedly  opposed  it.  I  can- 
not however  abstain  from  expressing  my- 
deep  regret,  that  in  a  place  dedicated  to 
the  study  of  the  liberal  arts,  feelings  and 
views  of  policy  so  little  liberal  should  ap« 
pear  to  prevail.  And  I  am  sure  that  those 
resident  members  who  promoted  this  peti- 
tion, would  well  consult  for  their  own  cha- 
racter, and  for  the  reputation  of  that  great 
seat  of  national  education,  if,  before  they 
again  assemble  a  hasty  and  partial  convo- 
cation for  such  a  purpose,  they  would  re- 
flect how  liable  they  are  to  the  influence 
of  ancient  prejudice  upon  this  subject,  and 
would  follow  the  example  of  the  Stagy  rite 
philosopher  who  is  so  much  studied  and 
celebrated  in  that  place,  and  like  him  en- 
deavour, 

**  Inter  sylvas  academi  querere  rerom.* 

Not  however  adopting  Mr.'  Pope's  transla- 
tion of  this  line, 

**  And  bant  for  truth  in  Maudlia's  learned  grove.'' 

Tor  I  am  afraid  that  this  is  not  the  grove, 
where,  what  I  consider  the  truth  upon  this 
subject,  would  be  discovered.  That  troth, 
however,  is  rapidly  unfolding  and  deve- 
loping itself  to  the  mind  and  under- 
standing of  the  people ;  of  which  1  mar 
say,  as  Milton  describes  the  English 
nation,  in  his  Defence  of  the  Liberty  of 
the  Press,  "  Meihinks  1  see  it  at  an 
eagle,  moving  its  mighty  youth,  and 
kindling  its  undazzled  eye  at  the  full 
mid-day  beam,  purging  and  unacaling  its 
long  abused  sight  at  the  fountain  of  hea- 
venly radiance,  while  the  whole  noise  of 
timorous  and  flocking  birds,  with  those 
also  that  love  the  twilight,  flutter  about, 
amazed  at  what  she  means,  and  in  their 
envious  gabble  prognosticate  a  year  of 
sects  and  schisms.'' 

Mr.  MarryaU^^Mt,  Speaker,  I  should 
not  have  presumed  to  ofier  myself  to  your 
notice,  in  a  debate  which  never  fails  to 
bring  forward  a  display  of  the  greatest 
talents  in  this  House,  but  for  one  circum- 
stance, which  probably  is  peculiar  to  my* 
self,  that  it  has  happened  to  me  to  be  an 
eye-witness  of  the  efl*ect  of  the  two  dif- 
ferent systems  of  policy,  I  mean  a  liberal 
and  illiberal  system,  adopted  at  di^reot 
periods,  towards  his  Majesty's  subjects  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion. 
The  island  of  Grenada^  wbert  stveral  of 
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the  early  years  of  my  life  were  paned^ 
and  where  the  transactions  to  which  I 
allude  took  place,  was  ceded  by  France 
to  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  J  765; 
and  the  great  lord  Chatham,  then  minister, 
with  that  liberal  policy  which  distinguish* 
ed  his  character,  advised  his  Majesty  to 
admit  his  adopted  Fredch  subjects  into  a 
participation  of  political  righu  and  privi- 
leges. Accordingly,  some  of  them  were 
called  into  his  Majesty's  council,  othen 
were  elected  as  members  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  they  sat  as  magistrates,  and 
held  commissions  in  the  militia,  indiicri* 
minately  with  their  British  born  fellow 
subjects.  The  British  constitution  being 
established  in  the  colony,  they  had  the 
strongest  possible  inducement  to  study 
thote-laws,  in  the  administration  of  whion 
they  were  permitt^  to  share,  and  to  ac* 
quire  a  knowledge  of  that  language  which 
was  necessary  to  qualify  them  for  the  dis« 
charge  of  their  duty  in  those  public  situa^ 
tions  which  it  was  their  ambition  to  fill. 
Thus,  by  the  united  force  of  habit  and 
education,  they  gradually  and  impercepti- 
biy  became  Englishmen;  though  thej 
still  continued  Roman  Catlu>lic8.  In  1 779, 
France  being  again  at  war  with  Great 
Britain,  Grenada  was  attacked  by  a  powers 
ful  armament  under  the  jpommand  of  the 
marquis  do  Bouill^,  and  lord  Macartney, 
then  governor  of  the  island,  gave  all  tM 
French  inhabitants  who  served  in  the  mi* 
litia,  the  option  of  returning  to  their  own 
homes,  but  many  of  them,  feeling  that 
tbey  enjoyed  a  constitution  and  privileges 
worth  fighting  for,  chose  to  remain  in  the 
ranks.  The  Hospital  hill,  which  they 
assisted  in  defending,  was  taken  by  storm, 
after  an  obstinate  resistance,  in  which  the 
assailants  lost  as  many  men  as  the  garrison 
consisted  of;  and  then  lord  Macartney 
was  obliged  to  capitulate ;  but  not  a  sylla* 
ble  of  complaint  was  heard  of  any  trea* 
chery  or  disaflection  among  the  French 
Roman  Catholic  subjects.  Whether,  as 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  doctor  behind 
me  (Dr.  Duigenan)  asserts,  it  is  part  of 
their  creed  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with 
heretics,  I  know  not;  but  this  I  know, 
that  in  the  hour  of  danger,  they  fought 
bravely  and  loyally  by  the  side  of  their 
heretic  fellow  subjects.  Whether  they 
had  taken  the  oath,  of  which  the  right 
hoff.  and  learned  doctor  has  told  us,  to  be 
true  to  the  Pope  and  the  royalty  of  St. 
Peter,  I  know  not ;  but  this  i  know,  that 
they  were  tme  to  their  Protestant  sovereign 
king  George  3.  , 
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Let  us  now  reverse  the  scene,  and  see 
how  they  conducted  themselves  under 
a  change  of  system.  Grenada  continued 
under  French  government  till  the  Ist  of 
January,  1784;  and  during  that  period  the 
British  subjects  were  certainly  treated  in  a 
Tery  arbitrary  and  unjust  manner.  The  in- 
juries they  received  excited  a  great  degree 
of  resentment  in  their  minds  against  the 
French  inhabitants  in  general ;  and  some 
representations  were  made  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  in  consequence  of  which,  when 
the  island  was  restored  to  Great  Britain, 
instructions  were  sent  out  to  put  the  Test 
Act  in  force.  This  act  imposed  oaths  on 
the  French  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  as 
the  conditions  of  their  qualification  for 
office,  which  they  could  not  conscientious- 
ly take;  and  consequently  they  were 
excluded  from  all  situations  of  trust  or 
emolument.  They  could  neither  sit  in  the 
council^  nor  the  House  of  Assechbly ;  they 
could  neither  act  as  magistrates,  nor  hold 
commissions  in  the  militia ;  and  even  the 
glebe  lands  attached  to  their  churches 
tvere  taken  away,  and  given  to  the  Pro- 
testant ministers.  Exasperated  at  this 
treatment,  they  withdrew  from  almost  all 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  British  sub- 
jects ;  they  brooded  over  their  wrongs  in 
sullen  seclusion,  as  long  as  the  peace 
lasted  ;  and  when  the  war  was  renewed, 
with  the  assistance  of  Victor  Hughes,  go- 
vernor of  Guadaloope,  who  furnished  them 
with  arms,  ammunition,  and  some  troops, 
they  broke  out  into  open  insurrection.  At 
the  commencement  of  this  insurrection,  a 
great  number  of  the  British  subjects  were 
massacred  ;  in  the  course  of  it,  the  whole 
island  was  ravaged  and  laid  waste ;  eleven 
thousand  negroes  lost  their  lives ;  and  in 
the  conclusion,  the  whole  race  of  French 
inhabitants  was  exterminated ;  they  pe- 
rished almost  to  a  man,  either  in  the  field 
or  on  the  scaffold. 

After  having  witnessed  this  example  of 
the  dreadful  extremities  to  which  men 
may  be  driven,  by  political  disabilities 
imposed  upon  them,  on  account  of  their 
religious  opinions,  1  cannot  but  look  for- 
ward with  the  most  serious  apprehensions, 
to  the  system  we  are  now  pursuing  to- 
wards our  Catholic  fellow  subjects  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  the 
House  this  detail  of  facts,  which  bears  so 
•trongly  and  decidedly  upon  the  present 
question.  I  was  anxious  too,  knowing  the 
feelings  and  passions  of  mankind  to  be  the 
same  in  all  countries,  to  relieve  myself 
from  that  awful  responsibility^  which,  in 
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my  opinion,  will  rest  upon  those,  who,  by 
the  vote  they  give  this  night,  may  con^ 
tribute  to  call  those  feelings  and  passions 
into  action  in  Ireland,  which  produced 
such  disastrous  results  in  Grenada. 

The  example  of  Grenada,  Sir,  furnishes 
a  complete  refutation  to  several  of  the  ar- 
guments  that  have  been  used  against  taking 
the  Catholic  claims  into  consideration. 
An  hon.  member  behind  me,  (Mr.  Banket, 
jun.)  whose  speech  I  lieard  with  great 
pleasure,  as  giving  a  fair  promise  of  fntare 
fame,  referred  us  to  history  and  example. 
But  he  neither  quoted  history,  nor  pro* 
duced  an  example;  and  indeed  bii^ry 
and  example  are  both  against  him ;  for 
though  history  furnishes  abundant  ezaift* 
pies  of  the  misery  and  ruin  that  have  been 
brought  upon  states  by  religions  intole- 
^rance,  it  furnishes  none  that  I  recollect  of 
any  state  having  suffered  by  indulging 
toleration  to  the  most  unbounded  extent** 

The  same  hon.  gentleman  says,  that  the 
Irish  Catholics  continually  rise  in  their 
demands;  and,  (adopting  a  commercid 
metaphor),  asks,  rather  jocularly,  whether 
compound  interest  upon  these  claims  is  t'o 
go  on  continually  accumulating?  If  tbe 
claims  of  the  Catholics  of  Grenada  had 
been  acceded  to,  and  they  had  been  rt* 
stored  to  that  participation  of  polilicml 
power  which  they  formerly  enjoyed, 
peace  and  prosperity  would  hare  con« 
tinned  to  bless  the  inhabitants  of  that  co- 
lony ;  but  the  interest  they  paid  for  tbe 
intolerance  of  the  British  goTemmenI, 
was  the  destruction  of  their  property,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  their  liyes.  This,  Sir,  was 
no  subjeet  of  jocularity  to  the  parties  con* 
cemed,  and  affords  a  melancholy  and  me* 
morable  proof,  that  compound  interest, 
and  at  a  rate  most  dread  Colly  nsurions  too, 
is  sometimes  exacted  upon  the  delay  in 
granting  just  claims. 

An  hon.  member  near  me,  (Mr.  Owen,} 
maintains  that  the  lower  classes  of  the  Ca- 
tholics take  no  interest  in  the  question  of 
Catholic  emancipation  ;  and  that  itiifiects 
only  the  few  individuals,  who  from  their 
rank  and  situation  in  life,  might  reason- 
ably  hope,  under  a  different  system,  toJU 
those  offices  from  which  they  are  at  pre« 
sent  excluded.  It  appears  from  the  exam- 
ple of  Grenada,  that  even  the  Catholic  ne- 
groes, who  could  have  no  possible  expect- 
ation of  holding  public  situations  of  ho- 
nour or  emolument,  embraced  the  cause 
of  their  masters :  and  that  with  so  much 
zeal,  that,  as  I  have  already  stated,  elereD 
thousand  of  them  perished  in  tbe  contest. 
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The  truth  18,  that  every  indiTiduftl  belong- 
ing to  a  sect,  which  is  subjected  to  politi- 
cal disabilities,  feels  himself  a  member  of 
a  degraded  class ;  and  considers  an  injury 
doni  to  any  of  his  superiors  of  the  same 
communion,  as  if  done  to  himself. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  if  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics  were  granted,  they  would 
become  a  party  with  power,  instead  of* 
being,  as  they  now  are,  a  party  without 
power.  The  case  might  have  been  more 
fairly  stated  thus :  that  they  would  then 
become  a  party  attached  to  that  constitu- 
tion, in  the  advantages  of  which  they  par- 
ticipated ;  instead  of  being  as  they  now 
are,  a  party  inimical  to  that  constitution 
from  the  advantages  of  which  they  are 
excluded  ;  and  this  position,  too,  is  fully 
illustrated  by  the  example  of  Grenada. 

In  my  humble  opinion.  Sir,  religion  is 
an  affair  between  God  and  a  man's  own 
conscience,  with  which  the  secular  magis- 
trate has  nothing  to  do,  any  farther  than 
as  the  tenets  it  inculcates  may  be  dan^r- 
ous  to  the  established  government.  That 
some  of  the  tenets  imputed  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  have  that  tendency,  I  readily 
admit ;  and  I  am  no  more  disposed  than 
the  gentlemen  who  oppose  this  motion,  to 
.grant  their  claims,  unless  it  can  be  done 
with  safety  to  the  constitution,  in  Church 
and  State,  as  by  law  established.  All  I 
contend  for  is,  that  we  have  no  right  to 
put  our  own  interpretation  on  their  creeds; 
and  anathematize  them,  as  it  were,  for  pro- 
fessing doctrines  which  they  disavow. 
The  great  object  of  going  into  the  pro- 
posed committee  is,  to  enquire  whether 
ihey  can  and  will,  give  such  security,  or 
subscribe  such  a  test,  as  ought  to  be  satis* 
factory ;  and  this  enquiry  well  deserves 
our  most  serious  and  immediate  attention. 
One  of  these  two  good  purposes  must  be 
answered  by  going  into  this  committee; 
either  we  shall  Bnd  that  satisfactory  secu- 
rity can  be  given,  in  which  case  we  shall 
indeed  be  what  we  now  call  ourselves,  but 
are  not,  an  united  kingdom;  or,  at  least, 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  proving 
to  (he  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  of  all  £u« 
rope,  that  our  refusal  to  comply  with  their 
claims,  proceeds  from  no  bigoted  prejudice 
against  them  as  Catholics,  but  from  a  con- 
scientious regard  to  that  constitution  which 
we  are  bound  to  support. 

For  these  reasons,  I  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  vote  for  going  into  the  committee. 

Lord  Milton, — Sir,  I  should  not  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  night  have  troubled  the 


House  but  for  the  extreme  anxiety  I  feel 
in  the  cause  of  the  Irish  Catholics ;  and 
that  anxiety  has  been  by  no  means  diraU 
nished  by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  (Mr»  Owen,)  on  the 
second  bench  on  the  other  side  of  th* 
House.  I  confess  that  that  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  did  deliver  opinions^ 
and  broach  doctrines  of  a  most  extraordi* 
nary  nature.  That  hon.  gentleman  haa 
groetly  calumniated  not  only  the  Irish 
Catholics,  but  the  whole  of  the  lowef 
ranks  of  society.  And  is  it  to  be  bome^ 
that  such  language  as  this  should  go  forth 
to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  to  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  in  this  united 
kingdom  without  comment?  That  in  thie 
country,  where  it  is  our  boast  that  we  may 
rise  from  the  lowest  situations  to  the  high« 
est  honours  of  the  state :  that  no  person, 
however  lowly  he  may  be  bom,  is  preclu* 
ded  from  the  most  distinguished  remuner« 
ation  of  his  country :  that  in  this  House  of 
Commons,  wheretneremustbe  persons  who^ 
perhaps,  in  the  outset  of  their  lives  might  nol 
have  expected  to  attain  those  honours,  lo 
which  their  virtues  and  their  talents  have 
raised  them ;  and  that  it  is  asserted,  thai 
the  lower  orders  of  mankijid  are  aecessa* 
rily  excluded,  from  a  moral  incapacity,  to 
hold  such  offices.  For  be  it  remembered 
that  was  the  assertion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me,  upon  this  subject, 
that  this  is  one  of  the  many  arts  used  to 
excite  fears  and  jealousies  in  the  Protes- 
tant inhabitants  of  this  country  against 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  But  the 
most  forward  argument  is,  that  we  are  told 
the  Church  is  in  danger.  Now,  I  do  not 
feel,  perhaps,  that  sort  of  filial  reverence 
for  the  Church  which  haa  been  expressed 
by  my  hon.  friend  below  me  (Mr.  Ver- 
non,) but  I  believe  there  is  no  man  can 
feel  more  sincerely  attached  to  it  than  I 
do ;  and  I  doubt  whether  any  person  can 
feel  more  strongly  than  myself,  all  thq  be- 
nefits which  we  cferive  from  it,  and  which 
under  God,  it  eives  us.  If  therefore  I 
could  imagine  that  the  admission  of  these 
Catholics  to  office,  that  the  admission  of 
half  a  dozen  Roman  Catholic  peers  to 
the  other  House  of  parliament,  and,  per- 
haps as  many,  or  a  few  more  Catholic 
members  to  this  House,  would  endanger 
the  Chnrch  establishment,  I  believe  a 
great  deal  of  argument  would  not  be  re- 
quired to  persuade  me  to  abandon  the 
caiuse.  But  those  gentlemen  who  are  con- 
tinually crying  out  that  the  Church  b  in 
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danger,  and  who  are  eternally  endeavour- 
ing to  persuade  persons  out  of  doors,  of 
this  imaginary  peril,  are  never  willing  to 
come  to  close  quarters,  and  tell  us  how 
the  Church  is  to  be  in  any  greater  danger 
after  the  admission  of  the  Catholics  to  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution,  than  it  is  at 
the  present  moment.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  it  will  be  contended  that  the  claims 
of  the  Irish  Catholics  will  derive  greater 
weight  from  their  sitting  in  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  or  their  being  admitted  to 
municipal  offices.  Surely,  Sir,  exclusions 
are  not  made  to  protect  religion:  they 
may  be  very  good  to  protect  political  es- 
tablishments ;  and,  under  certain  circum* 
stances,  religion  may  be  a  test  for  the  es- 
sence iSind  well-being  of  a  state.  Now 
that  has  been  explained  by  a  noble  lord 
on  the  other  side  of  tne  House  ;  and  to  his 
speech  I  refer  you  for  detail  on  that  sub- 
ject— I  mean  the  origin  of  these  tests. 

Sir,  it  is  a  false  assertion  that  these  tests 
were  ever  instituted  against  the  Catholics 
merely  because  they  maintained  a  par- 
ticular religious  faith.  They  were  made 
for  the  protection  of  the  state :  but  at 
that  time  it  so  happened,  that  Catho- 
licism and  arbitrary  power  were  con- 
nected together.  Now,  you  take  ad- 
vantage of  that  circumstance  on  the 
Qther  side  of  the  question,  against  the 
Catholics,  and  make  the  religious  part  of 
the  subject  a  ground  of  exclusion  where 
it  never  was  meant  to  apply.  That  was 
the  true  origin  of  the  tests ;  and  other  cir- 
cumstances confirmatory  of  this,  may  be 
found  by  a  reference  to  the  history  of  the 
Bill  against  Occasional  Conformity.  It 
will  be  found  that  the  persons  who  were 
most  active  in  bringing  about  the  Revolu- 
tion, were  the  constant  opposers  of  that 
measure ;  for  the  fact  is,  that  they  were  as 
much  the  advocates  of  religious  as  they 
were  of  political  liberty  ;  and  here  again 
let  me  call  upon  the  learned  gentleman 
opposite  to  tell  me  and  the  House,  why  he 
■ays  that  his  reverence  for  the  Revolution 
is  the  reason  why  he  cannot  accede  to  the 
Catholic  claims.  Why,  the  Revolution 
was  brought  about  not  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Church  of  England  merely,  but  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  civil  liberties. 
Let  him  read  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  then 
let  him  tell  if  in  that  he  can  find  any  thing 
to  bear  out  his  assertion.  And  here.  Sir, 
I  cannot  help  deprecating  the  arguments 
of  the  learned  doctor,  who  tells  us,  that 
if  we  accede  to  the  motion  of  my  right 
hon.  friend^  we  shall  destroy  the  coosti- 
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tution  ;  and  he  cites  to  us  a  long  Hat  of 
acts  of  parliament,  from  the  first  of  Eliza- 
beth^ for  the  maintenanf:e  of  the  Church  ; 
which,  he  says,  must  all  be  repealed*  If 
you  grant  the  Catholics  these  concesiiions. 
Now,  that  they  must  be  repealed,  or  par^ . 
tially  repealed,  is  pretty  certain ;  but  tliat 
the  repeal  will  destroy  the  Church  Esta* 
blishment,  I  utterly  deny  :  and  give  me 
also,  le&ve  to  tell  the  learned  doctor^  uor 
will  the  repeal  of  them  endanger  the  con- 
stitution. And  if  the  learned  doctor  knew 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution,  he 
would  tell  us,  as  I  do  confidently  maintain^ 
that  the  bases  of  the  constitution  are  rather 
the  Habeas  Corpus  and  Bill  of  Rights^ 
than  the  Act  of  Uniformity  and  the  Test 
Laws.  Irish  gentlemen  would  look  to  the 
history  of  these  exclusions,  and  then  ask 
themselves  whether  the  same  arguments 
can  be  adduced  now,  which  were  thea 
adduced  in  furtherance  of  these  laws? 
Sir,  exclusions  of  this  kind  cannot  last  witb 
justice  or  propriety,  above  a  certain  time. 
They  cannot  so  last  beyond  the  period 
when  the  reasons  for  passing  them  have 
ceased  to  exist  But,  then,  it  is  contended 
that  the  present  laws  do  not  go  to  afieci 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.  That  I 
deny :  because  I  must  contend,  contrary 
to  the  assertion  of  the  learned  doctor,  that 
these  are  the  Petitions  of  the  population 
of  Ireland ;  because,  without  dispute,  the 
majority  of  that  population  is  Catholic ; 
although  it  may  be  difficult  precisely  to 
ascertain  the  relative  proportions  of  the 
different  sects  in  that  country;  and  yet^ 
Sir,  it  is  said,  that  these  laws  have  only  a 
very  partial  effect  in  that  country ;  and 
that  the  paucity  of  the  petitioners  is  so 
great,  that  their  complaints  are  not 
worth  attending  to.  But  I  trust.  Sir,  that 
these  exclusions  have  run  their  race.  I 
trust  that  more  liberal  notions  are  now 
gaining  ground  every  where  ;  and  that  it 
will  be  impossible  long  to  keep  the  people 
of  Ireland  in  this  state  of  civil  bondage. 

We  have  been  told  that  these  restric- 
tions are  not  continued  for  political  par- 
poses,  but  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
your  Church  Establishment.  The  Church 
is  dear  to  all  of  us  :  but  I  mast  confess, 
that  if  the  Church  is  to  be  maintained  by 
degrading  and  stigmatizing  the  people 
of  Ireland,  it  is  purchased  at  a  very  dear 
rate. 

Under  all  these  considerations,  and  the 
consideration  of  the  eloquent  and  power- 
ful arguments,  urged  on  thTs  side  of  the 
House  in  favour  of  the  motionj  I  am  pec* 
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fuaded  thai  if  this  House  does  but  coilMnt 
to  entCTUin  th«  question,  yoi)  will  lihve 
gone  a  great  way  towards  the  conciliation 
of  Ireland. 

Sir,  an  faon.  gentleman  who  apoke  on 
the  other  tide  of  the  House,  (Mr.  Banfces,) 
has  lold  ut,  thut  liiitory  and  experience 
were  against  as.  1  deny  tlie  fact,  and  he 
has  not  brought  one  proof  of  his  state- 
ment. He  told  us,  indeed,  that  if  these 
materials,  (speaking  of  the  various,  and, 
u  he  contends,  tlasbing  interests,  in  th 
state)  were  brought  together,  they  woul 
'  be  more  likely  to  exploded  Now,  is  th 
hoD.  gentleman  not  more  afraid  of  tbi 
explosion  in  the  situation  in  which  we 
now  stand  ;  are  we  not  mucli  more  liabli 
to  tha  dangers  he  talks  of,  at  lung  as  you 
bave  four  millions  of  irritated  people 
cootand  with;  :han  after  you  have 
denvoured  to  unite  ond  conciliate  tbera  i 
The  fact  is,  that  history  is  against 
Even  within  the  menmry  of  persons  here 
present,  be  will  find  powerful  arguments 
against  him.  Let  tiiin  look  at  America; 
let  the  House  considt-r  well  that  important 
lesson.  Ta  her  small  and  equitable 
matids  England  opposed  what  we  were 
pleased  to  term  firmness.  America  per- 
•efered  in  her  demands,  and  England  in 
b«r  firmness;  tlie  pretensions  of  the 
former  grew  wiili  the  resistance  of  the 
latter,  till  war  and  separation  terminnted 
the  contest  May  tUe  pajable  not  be 
complete  !  But  surely,  no  man  can  doubt, 
but,  if  England  had  known  how  and  when 
to  yield,  America  miglit,  at  tbii  boor, 
have  been  a  British  colony.  To  the  same 
spirit  of  firmness  wc  owe,  in  a  great  de- 
gree,  our  contests  with  the  Irish  Catholics; 
for  the  fact  is,  that  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
men  i*{ho  have  once  embarked  in  a  system 
of  error,  continuu  to  chetiah  it,  thinking 
that  by  perseverance.tbevmay.Bsitwcre, 
turn  wrong  into  right,  ^un*,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  they  cannot  think  of  aban- 
doning their  errfiniuuj  opinions  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland,  Tivourable  even  as  the 
results  might  be,,  fur  fear  of  encouraging 
the  irapulntion  of  contradicting  ibeRiselres. 

Upon  all  these  grounds,  therefore,  and 
seeing  no  danger  wliatuver  to  the  Church, 
the  alarm  about  whcli  is  a  mere  bugbear 
to  the  people,  1  cannot  but  give  my  cor- 
dial assent  to  this  motion. 

In  the  cry  that  lias  been  raised  upon 
this  subject  in  favour  of  the  Church,  and 
to  warn  us  of  its  dangers,  I  can  assure  the 
right  lion,  gentleman  over  the  way,  that  I 
bclirve  him  to  ha  Tery  tincere.     Ha  is, 
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perhaps,  out  of  all  those  who  oppose  thia 
question,  or  who  make  use  of  it  fat  their 
own  purpose,  the  only  m^i  to  whom  I  do 
ascribe  sincerity.  But  I  much  doubt 
whether  the  same  quality  can  be  ascrihetl 
to  all  of  bis  subservieut  colleagues,  some 
of  whom  have  accepted  olBce  under  cir- 
curostances  the  most  peculiar.  How  they, 
after  the  testimonies  they  have  given,  and 
the  pledges  they  have  tendered,  (or  im- 
pticatjons  of  pledges  equally  binding  upoa 
honourable  minds)  can  consent  to  comft 
into  a  government  which  is  sworn  to  con* 
tend  against  the  Catholics,  is  what  ibey, 
perhaps,  may,  but  what  I  cannot  account 
for.  To  him,  however,  1  certainly  will 
give  the  credit  of  sincerity,  because  bfl 
has  told  the  people  of  Ireland  conscien- 
tiously of  his  scruples,  and  he  has  told  « 
higher  power,  lliat  should  he  accede  to 
their  claims,  he  must  make  his  bow  and 

]f  such  persons  as  those  to  whom  I  hava 
alluded, can  condescend,  after  their  former 
conduct,  to  hold  the  oflices  they  now  oc- 
cupy, the  House  and  the  country  will 
know  how  to  appreciate  their  futura 
pledges  on  any  other  subject. 

I  believe  the  right  hon.  gentleman  is 
sincere;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that  hii 
scruples  proceed  from  a  firm  attachment 
to  the  Church  :  but,  in  the  opinion  which 
I  entertain  upon  the  subject,  I  think  that 
concessioD  to  the  Catholics  is,  in  fact,  lh« 
way  to  preserve  the  cotistilution,  and,  ia 
preserving  the  constitution,  to  preserva 
the  Church  also;  for  without  the  constita- 
the  Church  is  nothing:  but  if  we 
to  preserve  both,  we  must  gratify 
the  Catholics.  Under  these  circumstances. 
Sir,  I  give  my  hearty  vote  for  the  oiotiou 
of  my  rigiit  hon.  friend, 

Mr.  Charla  Adami. — Sir,  at  this  ad- 
vanced time  of  the  nigbi,  i  cannot  think  of 
troubling  the  Hou«e  at  any  length,  with  a 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
shall  give  my  vote  against  this  motion. 
Sir,  I  think  this  is  a  question  attended  with 
so  much  difficulty  and  embarrassment  oa 
both  sides,  that  it  can  be  productive  of  no 
good  coosequencei  to  either  party  in  ita 
discussion;  and  as  I  think  thai  any  change 

the  laws  of  Ireland  as  they  alfect  Co. 
thotics,  could  not  be  attended  with  the  be- 
Defits  that,  it  is  suggested,  would  arise,  it 
lid,  in  my  opinion,  be  belter  to  leave 
them  alone.  Besides,  in  the  present  po- 
ll Slate  of  the  country,  ii  would  not  ba 
politic  to  agitate  a  quciiioa  which  cannot 
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but  tend  to  abstract  people's  attention  from 
the  consideration  of  objects  connected  with 
our  foreign  relations.  Unanimity,  both  in 
design  and  action,  are  of  essential  impor- 
tance to  oar  successful  execution  against  a 
ft>reign  enemy.  Now,  Sir,  Httle  disposed 
as  I  am  to  go  into  a  discussion  upon  the 
religious  part  of  this  question,  as  it  re- 
spects foreign  nomination,  I  cannot  but 
tbink  that  there  is  in  it  greater  danger 
than  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend.  I 
would  ask  what  is  there  to  prevent  the 
nomination  of  a  Catholic  French  bishop 
to  some  of  the  sees  in  Ireland  ?  and  it 
would  be  unnecessary  fur  me  to  point  out 
the  inevitable  danger  that  would  arise  to 
the  country  from  the  nomination  of  such 
a  bishop. 

Now,  Sir,  for  my  own  part,  the  religious 
▼lew  of  this  question  in  matters  of  faith,  I 
have  always  considered  by  much  the  most 
important ;  and  I  cannot  but  complain 
that  in  the'  course  of  this  debate,  it  has 
been  kept  very  much  in  the  back  ground. 
The  Roman  Catholic  doctrine,  in  my  opi- 
nion, leads  to  the  most  erroneous  and 
dangerous  conclusions ;  and  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  assert,  that  some  of  the  tenets  of 
that  religion  are  as  abhorrent  to  the  true 
principles  of  Christianity  as  even  Judaism 
Itself.  What  is  their  zeal  for  that  tenet  of 
their  creed  called  sacerdotal  absolution  ? 
I  would  ask  is  it  any  thing  more  or  less 
than  a  cloak  to  all  sin  ?  Can  there  be  a 
more  dangerous  and  subversive  doctrine 
than  this  ?  And  yet  we  are  told  that  all 
this  is  nothing.  But  will  any  man  of  re- 
flection and  common  sense  say»  that  it  is 
perfectly  harmless? 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  cast  any  reflection 
upon  the  moral  character  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.  I  am  well  aware  tbat^there  are 
many  individuals  of  that  persuasion  who 
are  most  worthy  and  valuable  members  of 
the  community.  I  may  say  I  have  lived 
amongst  them,  and  what  I  have  thus  ob- 
terved  is  not  with  a  view  of  disparaging 
those  qualities  which  I  know  tbey  possess. 
But  on  a  great  national  and  constitaliona! 
question  like  this,  I  could  never  forgive 
myself,  were  I  to  deceive  them  by  hold- 
ing out  any  hopes  which  must  be  founded 
upon  principles  in  my  humble  opinion, 
subversive  of  the  true  interests  of  the 
commonwealth. 

1  shall  not  say  a  word  upon  the  policy 
or  expediency  of  the  subject ;  nor  take  no- 
tice of  the  many  arguments  that  have 
been  urged  onder  those  heads  in  the 
tourge.of  this  discuffipa^    I  haT«  oot  f^ 
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Yieral  answer  on  this  subject,  and  whieh  I 
shall  repeat  as  often  as  this  question  is 
brought  before  parliament.  Never  let  «§ 
cease  for  one  moment  to  guard  our  etta*- 
blishment;  and  never  let  us  expose  it  to 
the  possibility  of  danger  at  all.  And  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  it  is  daily  and 
hourly  exposed  to  danger,  even  by  t£)Mie 
who  call  themselves  its  friends. 

One  word  more  on  this  point :  an  bon. 
gentleman,  the  son  of  a  right  reverend  pre- 
late who  also  has  spoken  very  eloquently  in 
support  of  this  question,  has  been  held  oat 
to  us  as  an  example  to  prove  that  if  there 
was  any  thing  really  dangerous  in  grant* 
ing  this  question,  be  at  least  would  not  be 
likely  to  give  it  his  support.  But,  Sir,  I 
beg  leave  to  say,  that  instance  haa  nol. 
sufficient  weight  with  me  to  lull  my  ap« 
prehensions;  for  notwithstanding  the  pu- 
rity and  liberality  of  his  sentiments  and 
intentions  upon  the  subject,  still  I  cannot 
shut  my  eyes  against  consequences  which 
to  me  at  least  appear  obvious.  And  sup- 
pose even  that  the  immediate  question  for 
g^ing  into  a  committee  should  be  carried 
by  a  very  great  majority,  still  there  are 
objects  avowedly  connected  with  it  so 
utterly  insurmountable,  that  it  would,  in 
my  mind,  be  impossible  ultimately  to  coma 
to  a  satisfactory  understanding. 

I  sincerely  wish  well  to  the  Catholics; 
but  being  a  member  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  having  a  high  duty  to  dis* 
charge  towards  the  rest  of  my  fellow-snb- 
jects,  I  must,  to  be  consistent  with  my 
views  of  the  constitution,' vote  against  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Bemorif.— Sir ;  in  this  stage  of  the 
debate,  I  am  very  unwilling  to  trespass 
long  on  the  patience  of  the  House ;  but  I 
feel  it  my  duty  shortly  to  state  the  grounds 
of  my  vote.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
has  declared,  that  he  can  see  no  danger  in 
conceding  to  the  foreign  nomination  of  the 
Catholic  bishops  merely  in  a  spiritnal 
sense,  providea  such  securities  can  be 
given  to  us  as  shall  be  perfectly  satisfac- 
factory  that  no  danger  from  such  nomi- 
nation shall  arise  to  our  Protestant  esta- 
blishments. In  that  sentiment  I  should 
heartily  concur  ;  but  I  have  heard  no  rea* 
son  yet  assigned  to  induce  me  to  alter  the 
opinion  I  entertained  when  this  question 
was  last  discussed.  We  are  not  now  more 
secure,  as  much  as  has  been  said  about  the 
present  situation  of  the  Pope,  than  wt 
were  at  that  time. 

I  an^  OQC  of  those  ihat  coacairci  thai  i| 
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the  Catholic  cler^  are  suffered  to  remain 
under  a  foreign  influence,  usually  uncon- 
nected with  and  uncontrouled  hy  go? ern* 
ment,  we  shall  then  place  the  Catholics 
just  in  the  situation  where  the  Protestants 
now  are ;  and  they  will  next  be  desirous 
of  having  on  the  throne  a  king  of  their 
own  religion,  and  of  introducing  a  power 
hostile  to  the  present  form  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

The  hon.  baronet  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  has  asked  several  times  where 
was  the  danger  to  the  government  in  the 
mere  spiritual  nomination  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  by  the  Pope,  which  is  allowed  in 
every  other  government  of  Europe  whe- 
ther Protestant  or  Catholic.  Why,  Sir, 
he  has  himself  admitted,  that  even  in  Ca- 
tholic governments  this  power  is  exercised 
by  the  Pope  only  with  the  internal  con- 
troul  of  those  governments,  without  which 
bis  nomination  of  the  bishops  can  have  no 
eifect.  How  much  more  necessary  then 
is  this  controul  in  our  government,  where 
the  religion  of  the  state  is  Protestant,  and 
so  intimately  interwoven  with  the  frame 
of  our  constitution.  I  cannot  therefore 
agree  to  go  into  any  consideration  of  a 
question  having  for  its  object  to  make  any 
material  change  in  Ihat  constitution.  I 
should  wish  those  laivs  to  be  left  as  they 
are ;  and  however  disagreeable  they  may 
be  thought  to  some,  yet,  until  some  per- 
manent and  adequate  securities  are  given 
to  us  against  the  dangers  so  justly  to  be 
apprehended  from  a  change,  it  were  better 
to  leave  the  matter  untouched  than  run 
the  risk  of  such  fatal  consequences. 

It  being  now  two  o'clock,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  the 
House  be  adjourned  tmtil  to-morrow, 
which  was  agreed  to. 
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Friday,  April  24'. 

Orders  in  Council — Dbclaration  of 
THB  Prince  Regent.]  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool laid  on  the  table  the  following 

DECLARATION  of  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain  respectinc  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

At  the  Court  at  Carl  ton-house,  the  23d 
of  June,  1812,  Present  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  in  Council. 

"  Whereas  his  royal liighness  the  Prince 
Regent  was  pleased  to  declare,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1812,  '<  That  if 


at  any  time  hereafter  the  Berlin  and  Milaa 
Decrees  shall,  by  some  authenUc  act  of  tb« 
Prench  government,  publicly  promulgated, 
be  absolutely  and  unconditionally  re« 
pealed,  then  and  from  thenceforth  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  of  January* 
1807,  and  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
26th  of  April,  1 809,  shall  without  any  fup> 
ther  Order,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
declared  from  thenceforth  to  be,  wholly 
and  absolutely  revoked :'' 

"  And  whereas  the  Chafg6  des  Afikires 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  resident 
at  this  Court,  did,  on  the  20th  day  of  May 
last,  transmit  to  lord  viscount  Castlereagb, 
one  o{  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  a  copy  of  a  certain  instrument, 
then  for  the  -first  time  communicated  to 
this  Court,  purporting  to  be  a  Decree  passed 
by  the  government  of  France,  on  the  28tli 
day  of  April,  181 1,  by  which  the  Decreet 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  declared  to  be  de-^ 
finitively  no  longer  in  force,  in  regard  to 
American  vessels. 

"  And  whereas  his  royal  highneu  tho 
Prince  Regent,  although  he  cannot  con- 
sider  the  tenor  of  the  said  instrumental 
satisfying  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the 
said  Order  of  the  2lst  of  April  last,  upoa 
which  the  said  Orders  were  to  cease  and 
determine;  is  nevertheless  disposed  on  bit 
part  to  take  such  measures  as  may  tend  to 
re  establish  the  intercourse  between  neu« 
tral  and  belligerent  nations,  upon  its  ac- 
customed principles — his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majesty,  is  therefore  pleased 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty't 
Privy  Council,  to  order  and  declare,  and 
it  is  hereby  ordered  and  declared,  that  the 
Order  in  Council  bearing  date  the  7th  day 
of  Jan^ry,  1807,  and  the  Order  in  Council 
bearing  date  the  26th  day  of  April,  1809» 
be  revoked,  so  far  as  may  regard  American 
vessels,  and  their  cargoes  being  American 
property,  from  the  1st  of  August  next. 

"  But  whereas  by  certain  acts  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, all  British  armed  vessels  are  excluded 
from  the  harbours  and  waters  of  the  said 
United  States,  the  armed  vessels  of  France 
being  permitted  to  enter  therein ;  and  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  said  United  States  is  mter* 
dieted,  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
France  and  the  said  United  States  having 
been  restored;  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  is  pleased  hereby  further 
to  declare,  in  the  name  and  on  the  bo» 
half  of  hit    Miyesty,  that   if  tht   g9* 
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Teniment  of  the  said  United  States  shall 
not,  as  soon  as  may  be,  aAer  this  Order 
shall  have  been  duly  notified  by  his  Ma* 
jesty's  minister  in  America  to  the  said 
government,  revoke,  or  cause  to  be  re- 
voked, the  said  acts,  this  present  Order 
shall  in  that  case,  after  due  notice  signified 
by  his  Majesty's  minister  in  America  to 
the  said  government,  be  thenceforth  null 
and  of  no  effect. 

"  It  is  further  ordered  and  declared, 
that  all  American  vessels,  and  their  car- 
goes being  American  property,  that  shall 
have  been  captured  subsequently  to  the 
5^lh  day  of  May  last,  for  a  breach^ of  the 
aforesaid  Orders  in  Council  alone,  and 
which  shall  not  have  been  actually  con- 
demned before  the  date  of  this  Order ; 
and  that  all  ships  and  cargoes  as  aforesaid 
that  shall  henceforth  be  captured  under 
the  said  Orders,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of 
August  next,  shall  not  be  proceeded 
against  to  condemnation  till  further  orders, 
but  shall,  in  the  event  of  this  Order  not 
becoming  null  and  of  no  effect,  in  the  case 
aforesaid,  be  forthwith  liberated  and  re- 
stored^  subject  to  such  reasonable  expences 
on  the  part  of  the  captors  as  shall  have  been 
justly  incurred. 

"  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Order 
contained,  respecting  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  hereinmentioned,  shall  be  taken  to 
revive  wholly  or  in  part  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  11th  oi  November,  1807, 
or  any  other  Order  not  hereinmentioned, 
or  to  deprive  parties  of  any  le^l  remedy 
to  which  they  may  be  entitled  under  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  21st  of  April, 
1812. 

'*  His  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
18  hereby  pleased  further  to  declare,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majestj, 
that  nothing  in  this  present  Order  con- 
tained, shall  be  understood  to  preclude  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  if  cir- 
cumstances shall  so  require,  from  restoring 
after  reasonable  notice,  the  Orders  of  the 
7th  of  January,  1807,  and  26th  of  April, 
1 809,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  their  full 
effect,  or  from  taking  such  other  measures 
of  retaliation  against  the  enemy,  as  may 
appear  to  his  Royal  Highness  to  be  just 
and  necessary. 

"  And  the  right  hon.  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  his 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  the  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of 
Vice-Admiralty^  are  to  take  the  necessary 


measures  herein  as  to  them  may  respec« 
tively  appertain.  James  Buller.'^ 

Earl  Grey  asked  whether  the  Declara- 
tion was  issued  in  consequence  of  the  of« 
ficial  communication  of  the  document  to 
which  it  referred  from  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  whether  there  would  beany  objec- 
tion to  lay  that  document  before  the  If  ouie  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the  do- 
cument had  not  been  officially  communi- 
cated, but  that  it  had  been  publbhed  in  the 
official  paper  of  the  French  govemmeut-^ 
the  paper  which  was  declared  to  be  of- 
ficial with  reference  to  all  the  acts  of  the 
government.  That  being  the  caie«  he 
felt  a  difficulty  in  point  of  form  in  laying 
such  a  document  before  the  House. 

Lord  Holland  conceiving  only  certain 
parts  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees 
were  contrary  to  the  law  of  nation^ 
wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Declaration  that  on  those  perta 
of  the  Decrees  being  repealed  which  were 
contrary  to  the  lawof  nation^,  the  Qrdeii 
in  Council  were  to  cease. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  said,  that  with  re- 
ference to  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  Decrees,  it  was  intended  that  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  should  judge  of  the 
fiict— whether  in  the  event  of  any  act  of 
the  French  government  annooncing  the 
repeal  of  those  Decrees,  it  was  such  an  act 
at  under  the  Declaration  anthoriaed^the 
cessation  of  the  operation  of  the  Ordera  in 
Council.  With  respect  to  the  noUe 
lord's  question,  the  repeal  contempleted 
by  the  Declaration,  vras  a  total  repeal  of 
the  Barlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  in  which 
case  a^Mie  the  Orders  in  Council  were  to 
cease  to  operate. 

The  Earl  of  LauderdaU  thooght  that 
the  Milan  Decree  repealed  the  Berlin  De- 
cree, it  being  stated  in  the  former,  that  its 
operation  was  to  cease  on  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Conncil ;  whilst  this  Decla- 
ration stated,  that  the  latter  were  to  cease 
upon  the  repeal  of  the  foaner«  there  was 
no  prospect  whatever  held  oat  of  reliev* 
iog  the  distresses  of  the  manefactorera  of 
this  country,  or  lessening  the  evils  inflict* 
ed  upon  neutral  powers. 

Earl  Bathuni  observed,  that  in  all  the 
communications  firom  the  French  govern- 
ment,  whether  to  Mr.  Russel,  the  Ameri- 
can minister,  or  in  any  other  way,  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  Decrees  were  nniformly 
spoken  of  together,  which  coold  not  have 
k»een  the  case  if  the  Milan  Decree  had 
pealed  the  Berlin  Decree, 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  subsequently 
sugirctted,  in  order  lo  gEi  rid  of  the  dit- 
ficully  in  point  or  form,  that  the  French 
paper  coniainin^  ihe  documi^nt  rel'erred 
to  in  the  DecUration,  might  be  allowed 
lo  find  iu  way  upon  the  ubie,  for  the 
information  of  the  House,  without  any 
motion. 

Thii  sugg;eition  was  assented  to  by  the 
earl  of  Liverpool. 

DiSTilLERiBi  nu  Iheland  ]  The  Earl 
of  Darnity  advened  to  what  he  had  stat. 
ed  five  weekt  lince,  respecting  the  expe- 
diency of  stopping  the  tjiitilleries  in  Ire- 
landjin  coniequenceof  the  high  price  of 
grain,  and  lamented  that  recourse  had  not 
then  been  had  tn  this  measure,  which  mi- 
niiteri  now  found  themselvej  compelled 
to  adopt.  The  consumption  of  the  distil- 
leries in  Ireland  was  50,000  barrels  of 
oats  per  week,  which  during  Ihe  five  weeks 
■ince  he  first  noticed  the  subject,  amount- 
ed to  250,000  bairels,  and  ibis  taken  from 
the  stock  of  an  article,  which  in  a  failure 
of  the  crop  of  potatoes,  was  necessary  lo 
the  subsistence  <>f  the  people,  the  chief 
article  of  their  food,  for  want  of  potatoes, 
being  oatmeal.  The  price  of  oats  in  Ire- 
land, which  five  weeks  ago  wm  27j,  per 
barrel,  had  now  risen  to  5'2t. — wheat  bad 
also  risen  from  66s.  or  Gls.  to  82j.  His 
lordship  argued  from  these  facts,  that  the 
stoppage  of  the  distilleries  ought  to  hare 
been  reioried  lo  at  the  time  he  first  men- 
tioned the  subject,  and  with  the  riew  of 
ascertaining  whrit  quantity  of  oats  had 
been  consumed  in  the  distilleries,  moved 
for  an  account  of  the  number  of  gallons 
of  spirits  distilled  in  the  months  from  Oc- 
tober  to  April,  botti  inclusive. 

Earl  fituAurii  denied  that  ilie  high  price 
of  grain  in  Ireland  was  lo  be  allributed 
folely  to  the  distilleries,  one  of  the 
causes  being  the  esport  of  grain  to  this 
country. 

The  Earl  of  Danlti/  admitted,  that  the 
high  price  was  not  lo  be  attributed  solely 
to  the  distilleries. 

Some  further  ennversalion  took  place, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  earl  of  Lime- 
rick denied  that  tliere  «as  any  scarcity- at 
Limerick  or  in  its  neighbourhood,  where 
polaloes  were  at  5d.  per  stone.  The  earl 
of  Darnlcyand  the  mnrquisof  Lansdowne 
thought,  that  the  latest  intelligence  from 
thence  was  rather  of  a  contrary  descrip- 
tion. The  earl  of  Limerick  contended  for 
the  correctness  of  his  statement.  Lord 
Holland  obseivedj  that  minitten  objected 
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weeks  ago, 
the  ground  that  it  was  loo  late,  and  now 

at  a  jaief  period  ihey  brought  forward tbfe 

very  same  measure. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  lo. 

Peasantry  and  Tenantry  in  Ihelanr.] 
Earl  Siankope  moved  the  second  readior 
of  his  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Peasantry 
and  Tenantry  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
observing,  that  the  law  of  distress  being 
the  same  in  Great  Britain  as  in  Ireland, 
Great  Britain  was  therefore  included  in 
the  Bill.  His  lordship  proceeded  to  com- 
ment upon  the  speech  of  a  noble  and 
learned  lord  (Kedeidale)  on  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  observing,  that  a  letter  he 
had  quoted  of  a  great  lawyer,  slating  the 
evils  arising  from  the  operation  of  the  law 
ofdialress  in  Ireland,  was  the  letter  of  that 
noble  and  learned  lord  himself,  who  ia 
contradicting  by  his  arguments  his  own 
letter,  had  shewn  the  utmost  impartiality, 
it  being  the  manimum  of  impartiality  to 
wrile  one  way  and  speak  another,  and  had  > 
thus  fallen  into  a  trap  which  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  had  hiinielf  baited.  Hii 
lordship  then  recapitulated  his  former 
statements,  putting  tbem  in  different  poinia 
of  view  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  tha 
gross  injustice  of  periniiling  the  occupy* 
ing  tenant  to  be  distrained  upon,  not  onW 
by  his  immediate  lessor,  but  also  by  all 
the  intermediate  lessees,  or  middle-men, 
by  which  the  occupying  tenant  was  sub- 
jected to  the  greatest  oppression. 

Lord  Redadaie  denied  that  his  argu. 
menis  were  at  all  at  variance  with  hii 
letter  alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl,  but  de- 
precated the  making  public  confidential 
letters  (the  letter  being  confidential  to 
whom  it  was  written),  as  it  tended  to  de- 
stroy all  confidence  between  man  and 
man.  His  lordship  tircn  observed  apon 
the  impossibility,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
of  mahing  any  legislative  provision  upoil 
this  subject,  without  committing  the 
greatest  injustice,  by  operating  retrospec- 
tively in  the  most  injurioos  manner  upoii 
rights  of  property,  which  bad  in  varioui 
ways,  been  msde  the  subject  of  contract 
and  settlement.  He  would  not,  however, 
oppose  the  second  reading,  beins  willing 
to  try  if  any  practicable  mode  of  lessen- 
ing  an  evil  which  undoubtedly  existed  in 
Ireland,  though  not  in  this  country,  could 
be  devised. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  the  Bill 
■ended  to  unsettle  the  whale  laHLof  land- 
lord and  tenant  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
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Irelandi  and  that  as  at  present  framed^  it 
^ould  operate  most  unjustly.  If  any 
thing  could  be  done  with  it  in  committee, 
he  had  no  objection  to  its  going  to  that 
stage ;  but  he  was  confident  that  no  one 
clause  at  present  in  the  Bill  could  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  a  part  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  suggested  the  ne- 
cessity of  appointing  a  distant  day  for  the 
committee,  in  order  that  accurate  infor- 
mation might  in  the  mean  time  be  obtain- 
ed respecting  the  extensive  and  impor- 
tant interests  which  would  be  affected  by 
such  a  measure,  and  proposed  this  day 
two  months. 

Earl  Stanltope  suggested  one  month, 
which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  this 
day  month. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  April  2^. 

Petition  prom  Glasgow  rbspectinc 
THE  Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  A.  Ha- 
milton presented  a  Petition  from  several 
merchants  and  manufacturers  in  Glasgow, 
setting  forth, 

*'  That  in  Glasgow,  as  well  as  in  other 
commercial  and  manufacturing  towns  and 
cities  of  the  empire,  the  late  stagnation  of 
trade  has  been  attended  with  the  most 
calamitous  effects;  that  the  number  of 
bankruptcies  has  been  unprecedented,  the 
demand  for  manufactures  limited,  and  the 
distresses  of  the  workmen  most  afflicting; 
and  that,  although  the  sufferings  of  the 
petitioners,  and  the  distresses  of  the  peo- 
ple, might  not  perhaps  have  been  altoge- 
ther prevented,  it  appears  to  the  peti- 
tioners that  they  would  have  been  greatly 
mitigated  by  adhering  to  the  established 
laws  of  neutral  commerce,  the  loss  of  the 
American  market  for  our  manufactures 
would  not  then  have  been  added  to  that 
of  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  and  our 
commodities  might  more  easily  have 
reached  even  the  ports  of  our  enemies 
through  circuitous  channels ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  beg  leave,  with  all  humility, 
to  represent  to  the  House,  that  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  as  recognized  by  the  practke 
of  Europe,  are  of  the  most  essential  advan- 
tage to  commercial  nations  when  unfortu- 
nately engaged  in  war ;  and,  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  Britain,  excluded  as 
she  has  been  from  many  of  her  accustom- 
ed and  most  extensive  markets,  the  recog- 
nition of  those  rights  would  be  more  be- 
neficial tA^er  than  even  to  those  by  whom 


the  trade  might  be  carried  on ;  and  that 
the  petitioners,  reasoning  on  these  general 
views  of  commercial  policy,  could  not  ap- 
prove of  the  attempt,  hy  retaliatory  mea- 
sures affecting  neutrals,  to  force  the  ene« 
my  to  relinquish  his  unjust  attack  upon 
our  manufacturing  and  colonial  interests: 
but,  while  there  was  any  prospect  of  this 
object  being  accomplished,  they  did  not 
presume  to  oppose  their  opinion  to  what 
seemed  to  be  considered  as  the  general 
policy  of  the  state  ;  now,  however,  that 
the  trial  has  been  made,  and  hat  failed; 
now  that  experience  has  shewn  that  nei- 
ther the  ruin  of  his  merchants  can  prevail 
upon  our  enemy  to  relax  his  anti-com- 
mercial system,  nor  the  scarcity  on  the 
continent  of  commodities  believed  to  be 
indispensable,  can  induce  the  enthralled 
nations  to  throw  ofl'  the  yoke,  the  peti- 
tioners apprehend  that  measures  proved 
to  be  detrimental  to  our  own  interests,  and 
inefficient  against  the  enemy,  should  at 
length  be  abandoned ;  and  praying  the 
House  to  take  such  steps,  as  to  them  may 
seem  best,  for  procuring  the  recall  of  those 
Orders  in  Council,  by  which  the  usual 
commerce  of  neutral  states  has  been  im- 
peded, and  for  reverting  to  the  enlighten* 
ed  policy  of  former  times.'' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Grattan's  Motion  for  a  Commit-, 
TEE  on  the  Civil  Disabilities  op  the 
Roman  Catholics— Adjourned  Debate.] 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  resumptioa 
of  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Catholic 
Petitions.  The  order  being  read  al  the 
Uble, 

Sir  WlUiam  Scott  rose  and  said:— ^ir, 
before  I  proceed  to  the  few  observations 
which  I  think  it  necessary  to  ofifer  upon 
the  subject  now  before  you,  I  feel  it  right, 
in  the  first  place,  to  take  notice  of  some 
observations  which  fell  in  the  course  of 
last  night's  debate,  from  an  hon.  srentle- 
man  on  the  other  side  of  the  House* 
touching  a  Petition  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  present  from  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford, against  the  claims  of  his  Majesty's 
Roynan  Catholic  subjects.  But  however 
brilliant  the  talents  displayed  by  that  hon. 
gentleman  in  the  sarcasms  which  he  was 
pleased  to  cast  upon  the  proceedings  of 
that  University  on  this  occasion,  it  must 
be  confessed  that  in  those  sarcasms  he  has 
not  displayed  much  of  filial  affection  for 
the  place  of  his  education.  ^  The  attack 
was  most  undeserved,  and  I  beg  leafe  te 
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say.  Sir,  that  no  body  of  men  in  this>coun- 
try  has  ever  demonstrated  a  stronger  at* 
tacbment  to  the  constitution  of  their  coun* 
try.     In  former  times*  when  at  a  memo- 
rable period  of  our  history,  that  constito* 
tion  was  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by 
the  usurpations  of  a  papular  branch  of  it, 
they  rallied  round  their  monarch,  beset 
with  perils.     They  evinced  the  most  un- 
shaken fidelity  to  the  throne,  and  siJpported 
that  cause  which  was  no  less  the  cause  of 
their  country,  than  of  their  king.     In  the 
latter  part  of  the  same  century,  when  the 
popular  branch  of  that  constitution  was  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  overwhelmed 
by  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  crown« 
where  was  the  first  effectual  resistance 
made  to  this  encroachment  ?   Where  was 
the  regal  tyranny  more  firmly  opposed,  or 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  truth  more  zea- 
lously supported  than  in  that  University  of 
Oxford — that   same    college — that   very 
grove,  which  lias  been  the  object  of  the 
bon.  gentleman's  sarcasms.     The  mem- 
bers of  that  very  University  in  that  ardu- 
ous crisis  not  only  sought  for  the  troth, 
but  they  found  it,  and  acted  upon  it;  thiey 
set  an  example  which  was  followed  by 
their  country,  with  so  much  advantage  to 
the  British  dominions — advantages  which, 
I  hope,  will  be  maintained  to  the  remotest 
posterity.     That  college  has  ever  stood 
forward  in  defence  of  civil  liberty  and  per- 
sonal  independence,  uniformly  opposing 
themselves  at  the  proper  seasons  to  the 
undue  encroachments  of  the  crown  on  one 
hand,  and  to  popular  turbulence  on  the 
other ;  and  I  need  hardly  remind  you.  Sir, 
(Mr.  Abbott,  the  Speaker,)  of  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  they  have  returned  their 
representatives  to  this  House. 

Sir,  the  representation  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  made  of  the  manner  in 
which  their  Petition  on  this  subject  was 
carried,  I  roust  beg  leave  to  say  was  ex- 
tremely unjust.  An  assembly  was  con- 
vened highly  respectable  in  the  persons 
and  numbers  who  composed  it.  The 
question  was  regularly  and  dispassionately 
discussed,  an  J  although  there  was  a  con- 
siderable diflKrence  oT  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  preparing  such  a  Petition,  yet 
it  was  uUimatcly  carried  by  a  majority  of 
the  convocation  of  four  to  one  in  its  favour. 
I  beg,  therefore.  Sir,  that  I  may  not  be 
told  that  this  .Petition  is  not  a  fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  sentiments  of  that  Univer- 
sity, or  that  the  result  would  have  been 
difi'erent,  if  the  whole  body  of  its  members 
had  been  present  on  the  occasion.     I  am^ 


therefore.  Sir,  warranted  in  saying,  tha^ 
the  Petition  is  a  fair  statement  of  theu 
sense  of  that  University,  as  well  at  of  th« 
great  body  of  the  nation.  The  petitionert 
are  men  of  the  best  education,  of  th« 
greatest  talenta,and  the  most  unblemisheNi 
integrity.  How,  then,  I  would  ask,  can  if 
be  justly  said,  that  they  were  but  little  ca-* 
pable  of  forming  a  correct  judgment  on  a 
political  qtf^ition  of  great  naCiooal  im- 
portance ?  So  much.  Sir,  I  felt  it  my  dutjr 
to  say  in  reply  to  the  illiberal  reflectioiit 
thus  cast  upon  the  University  of  Oxford. 

Upon  the  general  question  before  you. 
Sir,  1  feel  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  Hous* 
with  only  m  few  observations;  having  been* 
so  repeatedly  called  on  upon  former  occa^ 
sions  to  state  my  opinions  upon  the  sub-- 
ject     That  the  Question  has  been  so  re- 
peatedly brought  forward  year  after  year^ 
u  to  me  a  matter  of  serious  regret.     The 
perpetual  agitation  of  it  has  roused  Uia 
turbulent  passions  of  opposite  parties,  and 
kept  the  pnblic  mind  in  aetata  of  constant 
ferment.     It  is  a  ^question  frausht  with- 
danger  to  the  nation,  and  one  which  Ha- 
sards  the  setting  fire  to  the  countiy.    If  I 
saw  any  thing  like  the  probability  of  par- 
ties coming  to  an  affreement,  I  should  then 
see  the  pnmriet^  of  pursuing  this  course  ; 
and  I  should  had  it  as  a  happy  omen  of 
the  discontinoance  of  those  oooflicts ;  bur 
although  the  question  has  come  forward 
year  after  year,  those  differences  of  opi- 
nion still  remain  unaltered ;  and  after  the 
repeated  determinations  of  this  House  uponr 
the  subject,  and  one  of  those  deternnna-' 
tions  not  many  weeks  old ;  how  can  it  be  ' 
expected  that  the  decision  of  this  nigl^t 
should  be  different  from  th^  former.    The 
House  has  been  repeatedly  told  every  year 
that  the  thing  must  be  done;   that  the 
feelings  of  the  petitioners  can  no  longer  be 
trifled  with;  and  that  the  danger  of  refusal 
is  so  great  that  it  ought  not  to  be  encoun- 
tered.    The  answer  to  this,  however,  is,- 
that  parliament  has  repeatedly  said,  <*  it 
shall  not  be  done ;''  and  what  end,  there-- 
fore,  can  be  answered  by  repeatedly  agi- 
tating this  question,  but  to  keep  up  a  con- 
tinual war,  between  the  petitioners  and 
th^  legislature  ?    It  has  been  admitted  by* 
those  who  are  most  competent  to  speak  xo^ 
the  point,  that  neither  m  Ireland,  nor  Ia^ 
this  country,  is  the  public  mind,  as  it  is 
commonly,or  rather  vulgarly  called^  mad#r 
up  to  the  granting  of  these  privileges  to 
the  Catholics ;  nor  could  they,  I  am  satis- 
fied, be  granted  without  the  imminent  risk 
of  exciting  ciTilcemmotioos.  I  Yentnre  te 
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refer  it  to  any  man's  observation^  whether 
he  really  thinks  the  public  sentiment  has, 
in  any  degree,  altered  upon  this  Subject. 
I  would  ask,  is  there  any  alteration  for  the 
better  in  the  question  itself?   If  I  seek  ibr 
amy  alteration  in  the  language  of  the  peti- 
tioners, as  a  new  ground  for  the  anticipa- 
tion of  success,  I  find  none ;  for  so  far  from 
offering  any  security  for  the  protection  of 
the  Established  Church,  they  obstinately 
withhold  even  those  securities  which  they 
were  formerly  ready  to  concede.    I  have 
heard  of  the  necessity  of  securities  gua- 
ranteed by  the  most  enlightened  advocate 
of  this  cause,  and  offered  by  the  petition- 
ers ;  but  these  they  now  retract     I  have 
looked  at  this  question,  so  important,  in  a 
view  to  our  political  and  religious  interests : 
I  have  observed  the  disposition  of  the  par- 
ties urging  these  claims,  and  I  own  that  I 
see  nothing  on  their  parts  which  appears 
like  a  disposition  to  afford  proper  securities 
to  the  Established  Church.     On  the  con- 
trary, they  seem  to  nie  to  be  anxious,  not 
only  for  the  unconditional  attainment  of 
civil  privileges  and  power  in  the  state,  but 
also  to. gain  for  their  religion  a  marked  and 
public  encouragement.    What  then  is  the 
duty  of  those  who  wish  well  to  the  esta- 
blished religion?   Will  it  not  be  for  them 
to  consider  whether  this  marked  and  pub- 
lic encouragement  to  the  Catholics  may 
not  operate  as  a  marked  and  public  discou- 
ragement to  the  Established  Church  ? 

There  was  a  time.  Sir,  and  not  many, 
years  ago,  when  it  was  held  in  this  coun- 
try to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  civil 
polity,  that  where  a  religious  establish- 
ment is  formed  consistent  with  the  gene- 
ral principles  of  the  nation,  such  an  es- 
tablishment should  be  supported  with  tba 
utmost  tenacity,  as  the  basis,  upon  which 
rests  the  security  of  the  state ;  but  we  are 
now  told  that  such  notions  are  quite  obso- 
lete—that there  should  be  no  religious 
distinctions  whatever,  no  peculiar  protec- 
tion to  the  Established  Church,  while,  at 
other  times,  though  the  propriety  of  a  pe- 
culiar protection  was  admitted,  it  was  at 
the  same  time  gravely  contended,  that  this 
protection  might  very  safely  be  entrusted 
to  persons  of  a  very  different  faith.  Nm, 
Sir,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  whether  they 
seriously  think  a  Roman  Catholic  chan- 
cellor, Roman  Catholic  privy  counsellors, 
or  Roman  Catholic  legislators,  could  be 
considered  as  faithful  guardians  to  the 
Protestant  religion  in  this  country  ?  I  do 
not  mean  to  put  this  question  with  any 
purpose  of  irritating  the  feelings  of  gen- 


tlemen, as  I  do  admit  that  there  are  many 
persons  of  the  Catholic  persuasion,  who 
are  men  of  great  private  worth,  but  I  can* 
not  withhold  my  own  opinion,  that  if  the 
Catholics  are  true  to  the  principles  of  tbeir 
faith,  there  is  nothing  which  they  can 
have  more  at  heart  than  the  complete  ex- 
tinction of  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
when  I  look  to  the  genius  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  the  exc^lusive  spirit  which  unirer- 
sally  pervades  it— when  I  look  at  its  gieiie* 
ral  doctrines,  that  salvation  is  not  to  be 
had  out  of  the  pale  of  its  Church,  I  can- 
not contemplate,  without  alarm,  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Roman  Catholics  as  the 
guardians  of  a  Protestant  establishment. 
It  may  as  well  be  asserted,  that  the  Church 
would  be  as  safe  in  the  hands  devoted  to 
its  destruction,  as  under  the  guardianship 
of  those  devoted  to  its  protection.    See- 
ing, therefore.  Sir,  no  possibility  of  ac- 
ceding to  such  a  principle,  I  have  the 
strongest  objection  to  going  into  the  pro- 
posed committee- 
It  has  been  stated,  that  the  Presbylo- 
rians  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  are  hostiit 
to  the  established  religion,  and  vet  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  highest  offices  of  the  state ; 
but  yet.  Sir,  I  think  this  argument  has  no 
bearing  upon  the  question,  nor  is  it  any 
fair  ground  to  shew  that  the  Presbyterians 
may  not  safely  be  trusted,  for  there  is  a 
principle  of  union  amongst  the  Protestant 
sects  in  all  their  varieties,  which  mutt  be 
friendly  to  a  Protestant  establishment; 
whereas   the  Roman  Catholics,  if  they 
hold  the  sentiments  professed  for  them  by 
their  own  most  approved  authors,  they 
must  be  anxious  for  the  destruction  of  tM 
Protestant  establishment,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  their  own  upon  its  ruins.     The 
question,  then,  comes  to  this,  whether  for 
the  purposes  of  civil  government,  one  re- 
ligion be  not  as  good  as  another,  or  whe* 
ther,  if  one  be  more  proper  than  another, 
the  protection  of  that  one  ought  to  be  eu- 
trusted  to  those  who  must  be  necessarily 
anxious  for  its  destruction,  instead  of  those 
who  are  most  interested  in  its  preserva- 
tion ?  Now,  Sir,  though  I  am  unwilling  to 
say  any  thing  that  might  have  a  tendency 
to  awaken  religious  animosity,  I  must  ob- 
serve, that  I  cannot  consider  this  as  a  mere 
political  question,  for  it  is  a  religious  one 
also ;  and  every  man  who  so  considers  it, 
ought  to  look  into  his  own  mind,  and 
weigh  gravely  whether  it  would  be  right 
to  relax  the  severities  of  the  established 
religion.    But  even  in  a  political  view, 
historical   reflection  must'  recal 
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events,  thue  GontMupklion  of  which  ctn- 
not  be  fkfoarable  to  theio  clahnt  of  Ihtt 
CttholicB.  It  ittfty  be  eeiy  to  eottpote 
declantttoiiB  rtipba  shewy  iheotetlemi 
principles ;  biit  it  to  not  ^ite  bo  easy  to 

Fife  thetti  a  sale  Mid  pructical  operatioii. 
woold  therefore  advise  every  man  to  re- 
flect on  the  history  of  the  past,  mud  thMi 
•sk  himself  how  far  it  can  be  prodeet  to 
ffire  an  accession  of  politiclil  power  to  the 
Catholics. 

It  has  been  suggested,  SSr,  that-4h}s 
measure  woaid  reconcile  all  differences, 
and  produce  a  cordial  union  amonfftt  all 
parties.  If  I  could  yiew  it  in  that  light,  I 
would  be  one  of  its  warmest  advocates, 
but  I  can  see  no  hopes  of  its  producing 
any  such  beneficial  efiects.  On  the  con- 
trary, Sir,  I  think  the  appointment  of  this 
committer  would  only  tend  to  agitate  and 
disturb  the  public  mind,  that  it  would 
open  a  new  focus  of  inflammable  matter, 
the  more  dangerous,  because  the  loWest  as 
well  as  the  highest  classes  would  be  Ih* 
Yolved  in  the  general  ferment;  and  a 
aource  would  be  established  fot  perpetual 
party  differences.  Sir,  the  House  has 
been  told,  that  if  these  claims  are  noft 
granted,  Ireland  is  lost.  This  is  a  pro- 
phecy, however,  which  I  do  not  clearly 
understand,  and  afibrds  an  argument  in 
my  Tiew  which,  though  used  In  faVoOIr  Of 
your  petitioners,  should  operate  directly 
against  them.  What  are  we  to  under- 
stand from  it  r  Do  hon.  gentlemen  meab 
to  say  that  the  Irish  Catholics  would  de- 
sert their  duty,  and  refuse  to  defend  their 
country  against  foreign  invasion,  if  their 
claims  are  rejected  ?  Do  gentlemen  mean 
to  insinuate,  that  they  would  themiielves 
feel  less  inclined  to  support  in  such  case 
the  interests  of  their  country  ?  Does  the 
allegiance  nf  the  Catholics  then  sit  so 
loose  upon  them  ?  I,  who  may  be  con- 
sidered their  opponent,  do  not  join  in  this 
opinion  of  their  advocates,  because  I  hope 
they  have  a  deeper  sense  of  their  duty. 
But  if  I  still  hear  it  asserted  that  Ireland 
in  such  a  case  would  be  lost,  I  most  say 
that  those  whose  allegiance  sits  so  loose 
about  them,  are  the  very  last  who  should 
be  entrusted  with  any  great  portion  of  po- 
litical power.  Sir,  I  must  once  more  ex- 
press niy  regret  at  the  fre<]uent  agitation 
of  this  question;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
more  for  the  interest  of  the  petitioners 
themselves  thrtt  it  should  not  thus  re- 
peatedly be  pressed  forward.  I  think  ft 
is  extremely  desirable  that  the  question 
should  be  set  at  rest  one  way  or  aitother. 
( VOL.  XXII. ) 


Let  the  pilitibiMa  ttf  Hhto  tAoi^T  lidii^ 
aad  awtii  this  arH%a|  of  a  period  Wtaft 
pefhapa  faniea  Mifbe  brMghl  iKHUtt  I* 
a  natnal  acqaiOMMta^  and  their«iiO  mA 
ha  considered  aMCNr-  thfVQiAivaiiiJLi  0^01%. 
fnvotable  la  tlMit  hopcis  iha*  they  eala 
Mw  aeqaire  by  ft  taMesi  laiponMil^.  f 
giva  fiM  credit  16  the  l«nidfiig  ikJtocalMi 
of  xhh  aiaaaara  on  the  other  aide  of  tMs 
qaoition,  who  hat  a  refirained  Irom  nrgiliK 
thi*  aobject  whea  thev  ^iatol¥ee  Wetf% 
in  admiaistraUon ;  alid  I  hope  thair  good 
aensa  and  feioction  will  teftch  them  to  dia- 
conrago  it  hencelbrwaid,  and  therobtr 
shew  that  their  coodttct  has  not  changsi 
merely  with  their  situation,  and  that  tfaa^ 
will  Aot  aitedspt  to  tnakibf  this  iuh|eict  Ik 
hadtfe  of  political  paity  tod  attioanirf 
gatttng  into  power.      - 

Right  Hon.  W.  JMM.^^Sit',  M  p^mik 
who  baa  not  thte  Hsn  of  filial  pMyand  at- 
tachment lo  iti  cat!  hold  the  Unt^Mity  tC 
Otfoid  in  higher  teneratioii  than  I  da^ 
nor  can  aby  ono  Mora  iriadlty  subicHho  Ih 
the  opinions  which  lAy  right  faoH.  aiil 
learned  firiead  has  claimed  for  thatgreift 
and  ancient  seminary,  in  its  ietectioli  af 
its  repnesentatitM.    In  one  point  of  f4«#» 
perhapt,  the  ^ry  f^tltioti  on .  the   tahli 
may  ba  ciMMldered  as  creditable  to  It,  hit 
eaukO  Ik  aiarin  the  gradilai  cotoqaettwhicli 
that  l^rhed  body  is  making  over  its  ow^ 
prejudices.    On  former  occasions  it  hak 
been  unanimous :  in  the  present  instahdj, 
by  the  acknowledgment  of  my  right  hoti. 
and  learned  friend,  it  has  beeO  moth  di» 
tided  In  its  opinion.    Ithte  Also  been  tery 
tardy  with  its  Petition ;  add  eten  with thife 
delay,  time  has  scarcely  been  given  for  thh 
collection  of  the  sentitkientfe  of  the  distant 
members  of  the  UoiTerlity.    All  this  ie 
good.    It  shews  the  march  and  progresi 
of  troth  and  reason  bn  this  great  canatf.  • 
In  the  few  observations  With  which  t\ 
mean  to  trouble  the  House,  on  (his  most 
momentous  topic,  I  most  beg  to  be  nnderki 
stood  as  disclaiming  all  tfiotion  ofresthw 
the  merits  of  the  question  on  any  gromiai 
of  abstract  right.    Relimons  t6lerati<m  isfii; 
in  my  view  of  tho  stibject,  (certainbT'ati 
ypist  so  far  as  it  has  teference  to  qoalim»u-w 
tiotn  tor  civil  offices,)  a  diatt^^  of  moral : 
ahd  polrtica)  prudence.    If  the  lawaaW 
hided  to  are  necessary  for  the  security  of' 
the  statOi  no  doobt  they  ought  to  be  ra« 
taiued.  -perhaps  strengthened  and  confiraa*. 
ed.    Bdt  if  on  the  contrary,  the  poMla 
safety  does  not  d^aod  their  contlhuanaai 
and  iffea  I opttfthily  think)  ihait ra^iaati 
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by  'conducing  to  general  harmony,  can 
contribute  to  the  public  strength,   then 
indubitably  they  ought  to  be  rescinded. 
The  policy  of.  the  measure  being  admit* 
ted,  its  justice  can  be  nomaiter  of  dispute. 
The  question,  like  every  other  question 
concerning  human  affairs,  ought  to  depend 
on  a  comparative  view  of  its  advantages, 
or  disadvantages,  or  rather,  I  should  say, 
of  its  benefits  and  dangers.    I  lay  a  stress 
on  the  word  dangers,  because  if  the  dan* 
gers  can  be  shewn  to   be  ill  founded,  or 
even   if  they  can    be   much   extenuated, 
the   benefits,  stand  out  so   much  in  the 
sight  of  all  men,  they  rush  in  so  irre- 
sistible a  torrent  upon  our  minds  and  un- 
derstandings, that  I  should  have  to  ac- 
cuse  myselif  of  an  almost  wanton  consump- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  House,  if  1  were 
much  to  enlarge  on  them.    The  argu- 
ments -against  further  concessions  to  the 
Koraan  Catholics,  seem  to  range  them- 
selves under  three  heads ;  1st,  the  dangers 
to  the  state ;    2dly,  objections  which  are 
attempted  to  be  drawn  from  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  ;   and,  Sdly,  a  doubt 
which  is  entertained  of  the  beneficial  effi- 
cacy of  the  measure,  in  the  event  of  its  ac- 
complishment.    With  regard  to  the  dan- 
gers, it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  some  of  the  arguments,  which  used 
to  be  derived  from  that  source,  and  which 
in  many  discussions  on  the  subject  have 
beeen  much  insisted  on,  seem  of  late  to 
be  abandoned.    They  ought  not,  however, 
to  be   wholly   lost  sight  of;    because  if 
positions  which  were  once    deemed  so 
strong,  are  now  relinquished,  there  is  ra- 
tional   encouragement  for    hoping   that 
those  which  remain  may  not  be  found  so 
impregnable   as   the   adversaries   of  this 
cause  wish  them  to  be  tht)ught.     Others 
of  these  dangers  have,  from  the  change  of 
t.  the  circumstances  of  the  world,  long  since 
p  lussed  away  in  the  judgments  of  all  men. 
'L  *hu  recal  of  a  Catholic  to  the  throne,  for 
in  stance,  can  no  longer  be  a  subject  of 
>,  t'e:iir.     No  one,  I  presume,  apprehends  that 
t  he  king  of  Sardinia  is  likely  to  be  taken 
fr,  om  the  remnant  of  his  dominions  and 
fi:i  ed  upon  the  throne  of  these  realms. 
Tin  •  temporal  power  of  the  Pope  also  pre- 
sent  ^  1^0  formidable  danger.     On  the  con- 
trary *  i^  has  been  our  wish  and  object  to 
protei   t  it,   and  in    its  defence   both  the 
blood     and   the   treasures  of  this  country 
have  b  (^^n,  p..s  I  think,  wisely  and  nobly, 
though     uii'tuccf^ssiully    expended.      But 
the  spir  itual  authority  of  the  Pope  is  still, 
it  seeoks^  an  object  of  apprehension^  as 


portending  peril  to  our  civil  rights.  In 
the  term  spiritual  authority  of  the  Pope,  I 
mean  to  include  his  alleged  power  of  diy* 
pensing  with  oaths,  together  with  the 
tenet  attributed  to  Roman  Catholics  of  not 
keeping  faith  with  heretics.  These  ioi- 
putatiens,  however,  it  is  to  be  remeiaber- 
ed,  have  been  formally  and  solemnly  de- 
nied by  six  of  the  most  eminent  Roman 
Catholic  universities  in  Europe,  as  well  as 
by  the  preambles  of  several  statutes  on  the 
table,  which  not  only  recognize  the  Ca- 
tholics as  good  and  loyal  subjects,  and  fit 
to  be  trusted  with  much  civil  and  military 
power,  but  declare  the  restrictive  laws  to 
have  been  inefficacious  for  their  purpose, 
and  injurious  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  Ireland.  I  must  remark  too,  that  if 
there  were  any  foundation  for  such  odious 
fears,  the  precautions  relied  on  do  not  ap* 
pear  to  be  either  very  efficient  or  very 
logical. — The  danger  asserted  is,  that  Ca- 
tholics cannot  be  believed  when  they 
swear.  The  security  insisted  upon  is  an 
oath.  But  it  has  been  alleged  by  some 
gentlemen  who  admit  the  sincerity  of  the 
Catholics  in  the  abjuration  of  such  tenets, 
that  it  is  in  the  nature  of  all  religious  sects 
to  endeavour  to  promote  the  interests  of 
their  own  faith;  and  that  if  the  Roman 
Catholics  were  invested  with  political 
power,  their  aim  would,  of  course,  be 
directed  to  the  advancement  of  their  reli- 
gion. If,  however,  this  argument  has  any 
validity,  it  must  equally  apply  to  the 
Protestant  Dissenters,  many  oi  whom  deny 
the  ecclesiastical  supremacy  of  the  crown , 
and  yet  the  disqualifying  laws  with  regard 
to  the  latter  description  of  persons,  have  in 
Ireland  been  long  since  repealed.  The 
objection  also,  as  urged  against  further 
concessions  to  the  Catholics,  comes  too 
late  ;  for  we  have  already  admitted  them 
to  a  large  share  of  political  power ;— we 
have  put  arms  into  their  hands;— -we  have 
capacitated  them  for  many  civil  ofiices  ;-— 
and,  above  all,  we  have  given  them  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  What  we  have  reserved, 
therefore,  though  it  is  an  efficacious  instrn- 
mentof  discontent,  is  impotent  for  security. 
The  danger  to  Protestant  property  used 
to  be  another  of  the  perils  apprehended. 
The  revival  of  antiquated  titles,  the  most 
absurd  certainly  of  all  the  bugbears  which 
have  been  employed  to  raise  up  terrors 
in  the  Protestant  mind :  but  upon  this 
topic  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell,  as  the 
objection  seems  to  be  now  abandoned,  and 
indeed  the  Protestant  petitions  on  the  labia 
are  an  irresisiible  refutation  of  it. 
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Having  thns  touched  upon  tho  principal 
dangers,  I  now  come  to  that  class  of  ob- 
jections  which  it  has  been  attempted  to 
draw  from  the  principles  of  the  constitu* 
tion.      One  of  these  is  the  Coronation 
Oath ;    but  as  no  one  has  resorted  to  it  in 
the  present  discussion,  I  presume  I  may 
consider  it  as  relinquished,  and  therefore 
shall  not  abuse  the  patience  of  the  House 
by  canvassing  its  merits.    Another  argu- 
ment, that  falls  within  this  class,  and  to 
which  much  weight  has  been  ascribed,  is 
founded    on    the  protection  which    the 
Church  establishment  receives  from  those 
laws  which  are  described  as  fundamental. 
But  surely  my  learned  friend,  and  those 
who  relied  on  this  objection,  did  not  mean 
by  the  term  fundamental  laws — laws  over 
which  the  legislature  had  lost  its  compe- 
tence.   It  surely  will  not  be  maintained, 
that  any  legislature  could  for  ever  diveat 
itself  of  the  power  of  executing  its  proper 
functions,  and  render  itself  incapable  of 
making  regulations  suitable  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  interests  over  which  it  presides. 
To  argue  thus  would  be  to  set  the  Church 
above  the  State,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  to 
one  main  object  of  the  policy  of  our  an- 
cestors.   Another  impediment,  which  falls 
under  this  head  of  objections,  was  formerly 
urged  against  the  measure ;    and  though  I 
have  not  heard  it  brought  forward  in  the 
present  debate,  and  though  I  am  convinced 
it  is  an  opinion  that  can  never  be  enter- 
tained by  more  than  a  very  few  indivi- 
duals within  these  walls,  I  cannot  permit 
it  to  pass  without  notice,  because  it  is  cal- 
culated to  make  a  most  mischievous  im- 
pression on  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  be- 
cause it  derives  importance  from  the  au- 
thority of  the  person  from  whom  it  origi- 
nated.   Should  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Perceval)  upon  more  mature  reflection 
have  abandoned  it,  I  am  sure  he  will  have 
the  beneficial  and  becoming  candour  to 
avow  his  change  of  sentiment.    If  I  should 
have  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  it  is  to  be 
numbered  among  the  extinct  and  deserted 
objections,  I  shall  most  willingly  leave  it 
to  its  fate,  and  consign  it  for  ever  to  its 
sepulchre.     The  position  to  which  I  al- 
lude is,  that  the  Union  is  a  bar  to  the 
measure.      If  I  should  find  it  still  perse- 
vered in,  I  shall,  in  contradiction  to  it,  re- 
fer to  the  instrument  of  Union  itself,  the 
fourth  article  of  which  expressly  reserves 
to  the  united  parliament  the  power  of  al- 
tering the  oaths.     I  shall  appeal  against  it 
also  to  the  debates  of  that  period  on  both 
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iidet  of  the  channel,  to  the  lobsequent  caow 
duct  of  Mr.  Pit^  and  of  my  noble  fmxA 
(lord  Castlereagh)  who  bad  so  promisMfr 
a  share  in  that  transaction.    That  thmmr 
never  was  any  tpeciftc  pledge  made  !•? 
the  Catholic  body  I  have  more  than  od«» 
declared  ;    but  thai  their    expectatioM' 
were  excited  by  the  langnage  of  the  nteai 
eminent  statesmen  of  that  time  in  both 
parliaments,  that  they  acted  under  the  in* 
fluence  of  such  expectations,  and  that  thi' 
accomplishment  of  the  measure  was  mnefe 
fadliuted  in  consequence  of  the  impnsM 
sbns  they  had  received,  can  be  a  matter' 
of  Question  with  no  men  at  all  conversaair 
with  the  history  of  that  great  arrangement. 
If  therefore  the  Union  is  to  be  set  op  as  aa 
obstacle  m  the  wa^  of  the  Catholic  claioM^ 
I  musi,  in  vindication  of  myadf  avwell  at  of 
those  with  whom  I  acted  at  that  period,  pro*' 
test  against  each  an  argnmcfnt,  as  not  oo^ 
founded  on  a  moat  errooeoos  view  of  thn 
facta,  but  in  every  respect  most  iaspnidMrt^* 
ungenerous,  and  omust.    And  I  trait  thai, 
though  the  issue  of  this  night's  discnssiow 
shoQld  not  prove  favourable  to  the  imuM* 
diate .  consnieration  of  their  claims^  thr 
Catholics  will  not  attribute  the  declsioQ  of 
the  House  to  any  impression  that   tht- 
Union  is  an  impediment  to  the  object  Hf . 
their  Petition ;  but  that  the  membm  on  • 
division  will  evince  to  them  that  they  majr 
ultimately  look  with  confidence  to  the  It* 
berality  of  the  united  parliament  for  a  par- 
ticipation of  those  privileges  of  the  consti* 
tution  which  are  still  withheld  from  theou 
The  third  head  of  objections  against  tht 
measure  appears  to  be  of  a  speculative  na* 
ture.    My  right  hon.  and  learned  friend 
has  expressed  doubu  whether  the  removal 
of  the  disabilities  would  produce  the  bt-» 
nefits  expected  from  it.  To  this,  I  can  only 
reply,  that,  if  the  incapacities  complained^ 
of  are  admitted  to  be  a  rational  ground  of. 
discontent,  there  seems  a  good  foundation 
for  inferring,  that,  by  taking  away  tho 
cause,  we  Miould,  in  a  great  degree,  ro« . 
move  the  effects. — ••  Oh  1  but/'  it  is  sai4» 
"  a  few  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Ca* 
tholic  body  mfiyfe^l  an  interest  in  the  ob« 
ject,  but  the  mass  of  the  Catholic  popular 
tion  are  perfectly  indifferent  to  it ;''.   and: 
this  has  been  a  very  frequent  and  favouritn 
topic  with  several  very  leading  supporters 
of  Protestant  monopolyi     Is  it,  however, 
to  be  believed,  that  three  fourths  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  living  in  the.  midst  of: 
the  franchises  of  the  British  constitution, 
should  not  wish  to  participate  the  privi« 
legea  aiyoyed  by  the  other  fourth  i   AndL 
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is  it  righN^ia  it  politicks  it  safe  that  a 
nation  remarkable  for  talents*  and  growing 
daily  in  numbers,  opulence,  and  power> 
should  be  bereft  of  aU  bope  of  attaining  to 
stations  of  honour  and  eminence  in  the 
slate,  but  through  political  change  and  re- 
volution ? 

Let  us  now  turn  oar  eyes  to  the  com- 
mercial part  of  the  community.  Is  it  possi- 
ble that,  when  a  person  in  that  most  respec- 
table vocation  of  life,  has,  by  his  industry 
and  integrity,  acquired  wealth  and  a  well 
merited  consideration  amongst  his  fellow 
citizens,  he  should  not  feel  galled  by  his 
exclusion  from  all  municipal  and  corpo- 
rate dignities,— from  even  such  commf  r- 
oial  companies  as  the  Bank  ?  Let  gentle- 
men look  to  the  situation  of  the  bur,  a 
body  which  has  every  where  a  mighty 
sway  on  socit^ty,  and  the  influence  of 
which  is  hot  diminished  bv  iis  distance 
from  the  seat  of  empire.  1  speak  in  the 
presence  of  the  most  eminent  and  distin- 
guished members  of  that  profession.  Is 
there  any  one  amongst  you  who,  when  he 
Las  arrived  at  alt  the  estimation  to  which 
wealth,  and  diligence,  and  learning,  and 
ability,  can  lead  in  professional  practice, 
who  would  not  feel  disparaged  and  morti- 
fied at  being  precluded  from  aspiring  to 
those  high  offices,  which,  though  certainly 
situations  of  considerable  labour^  are  sta- 
tions of  dignified  repose,  compared  with 
the  hurry  and  bustle  and  fatigue  of  the  or* 
dinary  practice  of  the  profession  ?  But  it 
is  to  be  recollected,  that  these  impressions 
are  not  confined  to  the  members  of  that 
learned  body :  they  extend  to  fathers,  and 
sons,  and  uncles,  and  cousins,  and  the 
most  remote  connections,  and  are  thus 
diffused  throughout  every  class  and  grada- 
tion of  society.  This  is  a  matter  of  grave 
and  serious  reflection  ;  for  surely  there 
never  existed  a*  period  in  the  history 
of  our  country,  when  it  more  behoved  us 
to  draw  whatever  talents,  virtue,  and  in- 
dustry could  be  found  in  the  state  >  into  a 
capacity  to  serve  it.  In  the  army,  too, 
what  is  the  encouragement  held  out  to 
Catholics  of  fortune  and  education,  and  of 
noble  families,  who,  after  having  gone 
through  the  drudgery  of  the  junior  ranks 
of  the  profession,  maimed  and  wounded, 
perhaps,  in  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
country,  and  with  their  health  exhausted 
by  /loxious  climates,  are  condemned  to 
see  their  juniors  in  the  service,  and  per- 
sons possibly  of  far  inferior  qualifications 
and  merit  to  themselves,  pass  by  them  to 
the  superior  stations  of  th^  profession  ? 


There  are  other  circumstances  of  abaqrd 
incongruity  connected  with  this  part  4if 
the  subject,  which  I  will  i(iot  b«re  omit  to 
recal  to  the  recollection  of  the  HouM« 
We  profess  to  think  it  incompatible  with 
the  security  of  the  constitution,  that  tbe 
crown,  (though  Protestant)  should  b«  en* 
trusted  with  the  discretion  of  admittia^^ 
Catholics  into  the  higher  class  of  military 
appointments.  Let  us  examine,  then,  our 
consistency,  in  such  apprehensions.  la 
Ireland,  as  the  law  at  present  stands,  pro- 
motion in  the  navy  is  open  to  Catholics 
without  any  restriction.  The  squadron 
riding  at  this  moment  in  Corlp  harbour 
might  be  manned  and  officered  by  Catho- 
lics, and  might  be  under  Catholic  conn* 
mand,  though,  by  another  strange  ano« 
maly,  if  those  Catholics  should  be  brought^ 
by  the  exigencies  of  se rvice>  to  Portsmoulb, 
ttiey  would  he  liable  to  the  penalties  pf 
the  Eiiglibh  laws.  The  coasts  of  Ireland* 
as  the  House  well  know,  are  full  of  poflf 
and  havens,  and  present  innumerable  mari* 
time  advantages;  and  if  at  any  future  pe- 
riod it  siiuuld  be  our  policy  to  avail  oar- 
K(-lvw*s  of  such  resources,  and  establish  dock 
yards  and  naval  arsenals  In  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  all  that  portion  of  our 
strength  might  be  placed  by  the  crow« 
under  Catholic  direction  and  controol :  ye| 
it  seemed  to  be  admitted,  that  under  this 
state  of  the  law  there  was  no  ground  for 
fear.  In  Ireland,  also,  the  crown  might 
have  in  its  service.  Catholic  soldiers,  Ca« 
tholic  non-commissioned  officers.  Catholic 
subalterns,  captains,  maj<»rs,  lieutenant* 
colonels,  and  colonels.  There  was  no  law 
(at  least  of  which  he  was  apprized)  which, 
compels  the  King  to  put  any  proportion  of 
his  army  under  the  charge  of  a  general. 
His  Majesty  might  combine  his  military 
forces  as  he  chose  :  he  might  place  ten 
regiments  or  twenty  regiments  together; 
and  they  might,  in  Ireland,  be  Catholic 
regiments ;  and  they  would  be  under  the 
command  of  the  senior  officer,  and  the 
senior  officer  might  be  a  Catholic ;  and  all 
this  is  allowed  to  be  perfectly  safe.  Bttl» 
if  it  were  proposed,  that  his  M^i«sty 
(though  we  have  the  guard  of  an  aimaal 
Mutiny  Bill)  should  be  enabled  to  appoint 
that  Catholic  colonel  to  the  sitoation  of  a 
general  on  the  siail*,  then  fall  upon  ua  tiM 
terrors  of  Popery,  the  dread  of  the  revival 
of  the  flames  of  Smithfield,  and  of  the  re«i 
novation  of  the  tribute  of  St.  Peter's  pcaec* 
Now  I  would  appeal  to  the  sober  judg« 
meiit  and  reflection  of  those  who  hear  me» 
whether  at  -a  cpnjaactnre,  ia  which  Ikeia 
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scrapie  to  impose  upon  t(ie  people  for  ei}g< 
menting  the  ranks  of  our  army»  tbf  re  la 
any  sense  or  security  in  such  regutalipna  ^ 
Whether,  at  least»  the  sufakiect  is  qiki 
which  the  House  can  refuse  to  coosidar. 
I  might  likewise,  I  believe,  Tenture  toa^ka 
whether  there  has  been  any  sensai  oc  hm^ 
rality,  or  reUgio^  in  the  hateful  and  incen* 
diary  cry  of  No  Popery  !— My  right  hoa*. 
and  learned  friend,  and  seTeral  other  gen- 
tlemen, in  the  course  of  the  dabate,  have 
dwelt  much  on  the  topic  of  taoairiti^  and 
particularly  on  the  Veto*  For  ny  owift- 
pairt,  I  have  always  earnestly  depre^iad 
the  notion  of  entering  into  preliminary 
disputes  upon  points  which  are  more  pro* 
perly  objects  of  compromisa  than  of  con* 
Voversy.  No  doubt  tbare  are.  on  iK^ttt 
eide^  many  and  strong  pri^wdwea  to  ba 
Qvercome,  and  I  ardeqitly  hope  to  sae  a 
mutual  spirit  of  concemion*  JUt«  bowoYar, 
the  House  go  into  an  enquiry :  they  will 
then  be  enabled  to  dacidaf  whflber  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  eonditiqna  may  banecat^ 
sary,  and  whether  snch  gnards  niay  Ml  ba 
devised  «a  will  be  satisfaciary  both  la  P«a^ 
testants  and  Catholics.  Upon  aQcb  infet oh 
ed  judgment  let  them  proceed  ^  lagielala. 
For  myself,  I  have  no  scruple  lo  ackoow- 
iedge,  tbat^  in  such  aa  enqniry«  I  shaaJd 
wish  to  see  a  due  regafd  paid  IP  the  opi<- 
nions  of  the  principal  dergy  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  communion,  with  raspect  to  the 
interests  of  that  Church.  I  have  nothing 
more  at  heart,  than  that  the  anraogemeat 
should  be  made  in  the  way  which  would 
be  best  calculated  to  upholdl  the  aotbortty 
and  influence  of  the  Calbolic  clergy,  aa 
well  as  of  the  persons  of  rank  and  properly 
in  that  communioni  over  the  people  m 
their  own  persuasion.  Any  thing  that 
should  shake  the  confidence  of  the  Catholic 
population  in  their  ecclesiastical  teacher, 
would,  in  my  eyes,  be  the  most  terrible  of 
all  evils.  I  am  not  able,  in  the  present 
state  of  human  affairs,  to  bring  myself  to 
tremble  at  the  power  of  the  Pope.  Any 
danger  which  1  see,  is  froai  another  side. 
A  right  hon.  and  learned  civilian,  (sir  Jobs 
Nicholl»)  in  a  debate  which  ocearred  in  an 
early  part  of  the  session,  has  expreved 
much  fear,  not  only  of  the  Pope,  but  of  the 
new  philosophy,  by  which  term,  1  pre* 
sume,  the  learned  gentleman  meant  lo  de« 
scribe  the  adversaries  of  religioas  estab- 
lishments, who  are  not  always  very  good 
friends  to  civil  establishmenle.  From  the 
latter  quarter  I  confess  1  am  not  withoni 
my  apprehensioBe.    Bui  haw  would  I 


iindeavonrinp  to  onita  all  those  in  aflbctieii 
«ba  arf  nnited  in  the  belief  of  the  grail 
principlaaof  tba  Cbcistian  religion*  aial 
wbp  are  friendly  t^a  Chriftian  aetablislU 
manla«  Ui^  iba  Ck^¥^^  OP^  wkia  bar 
g^tasof  taiafatian>^<bariah  religion  »«iv 
thf9  Catholic  laligion  (the  fact  is  beyond 
dispnte)  it  the  creed  of  tha  great  mid^^tj 
of  the  Irish  n^tio^.  (lOt  «^  then,  impravf 
the  maani  we  k^wi*  Mian  than  two  pao» 
tariea  of  expafiaHint  haa  shewn  oa  tba  firti* 
litj  of  oar  attantpty  at  prosiilytisin  by  i|ip 
oknipt  of  reurietiva  lawi^  l^y  aar  parsav •» 
raoQa  in  that^  aoorie,  we  may  make  bail 
Cbriitians  aad  bad  saligact^  bat  «a  shall 
not  obtain  ona  aonvart  to  the  estabv 
lUbad  Cbarcliu  There  ia  no  man  moat 
9aal<Hisly  and  fritbfally  i^ttaqiiad  to  the  i«v 
leraM  of  tb^t  Ch«r<ph  ih^  I  am :  I  wiA 
In  aaa  it  gra^  apIandM*  poareffnl,  aii4 
parmaiml;  bpt  I  qannnt  imrsnada  myvtir 
that  wa  aie  «ipparting  tba  Cbqrch  by  ran* 
daring  her  aHabUsbpent  adiooa  to  saveqiil 
millions  of  qar  fallowvsnbj*^^  ^^  bivr 
nllied  ownpalvaa  with  tha  CalhoU^a  af  Spnift 
and  af  Paruigal:  lat  aa  also  form  m 
ailianaa  wiib  aqr  Catbpbc  hrathienat  bn^tj^ 
In  many  paiiUs  of  acclasiniticnl  nnlity  wnI 
difciplina  wa  agfof  wiih  tha  Eoman  Q^ 
tbolic  Chorcb ;  and  I  an  convinced  thafc 
hy  pmdanl  managsimant  we  might  lang 
ago  have  oanverif  d  thai  polity  and  thnt 
discipline  into  an  invincible  rampart  roan4 
the  Protestant  Church  and  the  Protast«n| 
Sute,  against  the  Goma»oo  enemy. 

When  we  attempted  violently  to  taar 
men  (irom  the  religion  of  their  early  habili 
and  education^  we  shook  to  th^ir  vary 
fbnndation  all  public  morab,  and  left  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  a  fearful  chasm 
which  we  cannot  fill  with  the  precise  mnt 
terials  with  which  it  might  be  onr  desirn 
to  supply  it.  By  the  system  of  poliaj 
wbicb  we  have  pursued  in  Ireland,  insteiin 
of  supporting  the  established  Chorcb,  wn 
have  been  destroying  and  tearing  to  pieaaa 
materials  wbitli  might  have  risen  inton 
tower  of  strength  to  it  in  the  hour  of  im 
peril.  In  stating  tbeip  opiniom^  I  be^  I 
may  not  be  understood  as  representinf 
that  the  concession  of  the  Catholic  claima 
is  the  only  measore  necessary  to  promola 
the  concord  and  repose  of  Ireland.  A  jn« 
dicioat  and  well  adjusted  arrangemeni 
with  regard  to  tithes  is  also  a  matter  inlir 
mately  connected  with  the  uaBqoilliljr 
and  welfare  of  thai  coantry.  To  ifta  aa» 
aompiishment  I  am  not  nnaB||Mad  thai 
ihait  aril  appaigd  Mepidtn^fcMiGaltiai 
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of  detail.  It  iavolves  many  and  compli- 
cated interests ;  and  the  execution  of  it 
will  demand  all  that  reserve  and  caution 
which  ought  ever  to  accompany  measures 
in  any  way  affecting  the  rights  of  property. 
For  these  reasons  I  have  always  thought, 
that  the  proposition  would  be  best  origin- 
ated by  those  to  whose  hands  the  conduct 
of  public  afiairs  are  entrusted.  A  proper 
and  well  regulated  direction  of  the  funds 
appropriated  to  education  is  another  sub- 
ject well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  le- 
gislature. These,  and  perhaps  some  other 
measures  of  inferior  importance,  are  indu- 
bitably requisite  for  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  but 
the  basis  of  all  ought  to  be  that  to  which 
the  motion  of  my  right  hon.  friend,  (Mr. 
Grattan,)  has  called  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  has  been  made  a  great  topic  of 
reproach  against  those  of  my  friends,  who 
have  composed  the  late  administration, 
that  they  had  not  introduced  a  subject, 
which  they  deemed  of  such  prominent  im- 
portance, to  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment, whilst  they  were  in  the  service  of 
his  Majesty.  But  it  should  be  remem* 
bered  by  those,  who  so  freely  deal  out 
this  censure,  that  my  friends  retired  from 
his  Majesty's  councils,  because  they 
would  not,  by  a  specific  pledge,  deprive 
themselves  of  the  discretion  of  proposing 
the  measure  ;  and,  as  they  were  immedi- 
ately succeeded  by  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site, it  was  not  unreasonable  to  infer  that 
the  latter  were  not  unwilling  to  take  such 
a  pledge.  My  friends,  it  is  true,  would 
have  forborn  to  agitate  the  question  so 
long,  as,  in  their  judgment,  it  could  have 
been  deferred  without  absolute  detriment 
to  the  public  welfare,  and  I  was  one  of 
those  who  advised  the  Catholics  to  abstain 
from  urging  their  claims  at  that  time,  be 
cause  I  thought  it  more  for 'the  advantage 
of  their  interests,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the 
empire,  that  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  per- 
sons knoivn  to  be  friendly  to  their  cause, 
than  that  the  government  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  avowed  and  implacable  op- 
ponents of  further  concessions.  Surely, 
however,  it  cannot  have  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  that  one  great  and 
prominent  obstacle  to  the  measure,  which 
has  arisen  from  the  scruples  of  a  venerable 
and  religious  monarch,  and  which  ope- 
rated lorcibly  on  the  feelings  both  of  the 
parliament  and  of  the  country,  now  no 
longer  pi^ents  itself;  and  if  any  one  can 
be  fouad^  deny,  that  the  exigencies  of 


the  empire  more  imperatively  demand  the 
consideration  of  the  question  at  the  pre* 
sent  conjuncture  than  at  any  former  pe* 
riod,  I  shall  be  content  with  referring  him 
to  the  impressions  described  in  the  Pro* 
testant  Petitions  on  the  table,  to  which  are 
subscribed  the  names  of  several  persons, 
who  were  once  among  the  most  strenuous 
assertors.of  the  policy  of  the  restrictire 
code. 

The  present  fnoment  is  peculiarly  aiis* 
picious    for  the    consideration  of   these 
claims.    The  Prince,  to  whose  custody  the 
interests  of  the  crown  are  now  committed, 
has  stood  high  in  the  affection,  the  coh6- 
dence,  and  the  expectations  of  the  Irish 
people.     Whatever  spirit  of  conciliatioD, 
therefore,  is  at  this  time  manifested,  would 
have  augmented  efficacy  by  carrying  with 
it  the  air  of  grace  and  bounty.     Let  us  not 
lose,  then,  such  a    golden  opportunity. 
That  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Per« 
ceval)  has  the  confidence  of  a  majority  of 
this  House  is  manifested  by  its  votes,  bat 
I  do  sincerely  believe  that  no  small  pro- 
portion  of  those,  who  support  his  go* 
vernment^  deeply  lament  the  cloud  of  pre* 
judice,  which  hangs  over  his  councils  on ' 
this  subject,  and  darkens  the  future  pros* 
pects  of  the  empire.     In  some  recent  in* 
stances  those  persons  have  differed  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  over-ruled 
his  measures.     Let  them  on  this  most  mo* 
mentous  and  critical  occasion  interpose 
between  the  minister  and  the  crown  for 
the  preservation  of  the  crown ;    for  the 
security  of  the  Church,  which  is  insepara^ 
ble  from  the  safety  of  the  State ;    for  en- 
suring to  us  the  full  and  effectiye  physical 
strength  of  the  empire  in  that  awfai  con* 
test  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  on  the 
issue  of  which  depends  whatever  is  most 
dear  and  valuable  to  us  in  social  life,  the 
honour,  the  glory,  the  rights,  the  liberties, 
and  for  what  I  know — the  very  name  of 
the  country.    If  my  right  hon.  friend's 
motion  should  be  negatived,  its  rejection 
will  amount  to  a  refusal  to  consider  the 
question.     By  inquiry  the  House  would 
not  pledee  itself  to  any  specific  measure. 
Those,  if  such  there  be,  who  may  think 
that  the  penal  code  should  be  retained, 
those  who  may  be  of  opinion  that  part 
only  of  the  desired  relief  should  be  afiord- 
ed,  are  surely  as  much  required  to  vote 
for  a  committee  as  those  who  are  for  con- 
cession in  its  full  extent.     Something  we 
must  do :  some  movement  we  most  make : 
our  present  position,  it  is  my  clear  and 
firm  conviction,  we  cannot  long  retain* 
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Right  Honourable  Charles  P.  Yorke, — 
Sir ;  not  having  bad  an  opportunity  before 
now  of  stating  my  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  take  the  liberty  of  rising  now,  pro- 
fessing my  intention,  sincerely,  not  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  House  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time.  The  subject 
has  been  so  frequently  discussed,  and  the 
arguments  on  this  side  of  the  House  so 
ably  and  eloquently  urged,  that  1  have 
not  the  vanity  to  think  I  can  give  any 
novel  feature  to  the  debate.  And  there- 
fore, what  I  shall  say  in  delivering  my  sen- 
timents, will  be  merely  to  justify  me  to 
myself,  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
done  my  duty. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  has  delivered  himself  with  a  temper 
and  moderation  which  I  could  have 
wished  was  more  generally  observed  upon 
discussions  of  this  subject.  Certainly  his 
example  on  this  occasion  is  well  worthy  of 
imitation,  not  merely  on  this  question, 
but  upon  every  question  connected  with 
Ireland  :  and  although  I  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  I 
certainly  cannot  but  agree,  that  the  de- 
liberations upon  this  motion  should  be 
such  as  might  tend  to  the  tranquillity  and 
happiness  of  the  country :  and  in  my- 
mind,  though  the  assent  of  the  House  to 
this  motion  would  not  be  attended  with 
any  particular  good,  yet  the  question 
should  be  considered  with  every  feeling  of 
tenderness  and  forbearance  towards  our 
Catholic  brethren.  And  1  confess,  could 
I  see  this  question  in  the  same  point  of 
view  that  it  has  been  argued  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  I  should  be  but  too 
happy  to  give  my  vole  for  it. 

Tiie  right  hon.  gentleman  has  stated  in 
the  concluding  part  of  his  speech,  that 
which  I  think  was  not  of  a  piece  with  the 
greater  part  of  it,  when  he  supposed  that 
those  who  had  the  misfortune  to  differ 
from  him  were  labouring  under  a  cloud 
of  prejudice — and  when  he  called  upon 
the  House  to  get  from  under  that  cloud 
and  interpose  between  the  crown  and  mi- 
nisters on  behalf  of  parliament  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  this  matter  at  rest: 
now  whether  or  not  we  are  under  such  a 
cloud,  must  depend  upon  a  consideration 
of  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  those  who  support 
this  question  ;  because  that  consideration 
will  not  only  decide  the  matter,  with  re- 
spect to  us, — but  whether  they  are  not 
themselves  under  a  cloud,  and  their  eyes 
are  not  blinded  to  those  dangers  which 
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threaten  both  Church  and  State,  whea 
they  would  persuade  you  to  accede  to  the 
demands  of  the  petitioners. 

Now,  Sir,  that  this  is  a  most  important 
subject  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  from  the  view  of  every  part  of 
the  question^  and  from  every  enquiry  I 
have  made  upon  it,  that  we  who  happen  to 
difier  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  may 
hope,  without  being  denominated  '*  Pro* 
testant  Bigots''  (a  term  applied  to  those  of 
the  same  way  of  thinking  with  myself)—- 
that  we  may  be  permitted  to  doubt— to  he* 
sitate,  and  to  oppose  a  barrier  where  we 
doubt,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  beea 
said,  before  we  depart  from  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  realm. 

I  confess  I  was  surprized  last  night  to 
benr  it  stated,  that  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  House  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  land ;  and  I  wai 
asked  what  the  essential  laws  were  ?  And 
1  was  also  much  surprized  to  hear,  that  the 
same  thing  had  been  repeated  in  another 
place.  It  has  also  been  stated,  that  there 
was  not  one  word  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  re- 
lative to  the  Catholic  religion.  Now,  with- 
out going  any  farther,  I  must  beg  leare 
to  read  some  of  the  Articles  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights  in  order  to  prove  this  assertion  to 
be  totally  false.  I  admit  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  that  Bill  about  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics until  it  comes  to  the  enacting  part« 
which  is  as  follows  : 

"  And  that  whereas  it  has  been  found  by 
experience  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
safety  and  welfare  of  this  Protestant  King^ 
dom  that  it  should  be  governed  by  any 
king  or  kings  of  the  Popish  faith.''  And 
it  then  enacts  that  princes  of  that  persua- 
sion shall  be  excluded  from  the  crown, 
and  absolves  all  their  subjects  from  alle- 
giance to  them.  Princes  and  princesset 
of  this  kingdom  were  also  forbidden  from 
intermarrying  with  Papists. 

This,  Sir,  is  what  the  Bill  of  Rights 
says.  Now,  Sir,  can  any  man  deny  thai 
it  is  a  settled  maxim  of  the  law  of  this 
realm,  that  we,  as  Protestants,  must  be 
governed  by  a  Protestant  king,  and  that 
you  must  consider,  that  to  dissent  from  this 
maxim  is  inconsistent  with  the  safety  and 
the  happiness  of  this  country.  Another 
clause  of  the  same  Bill  goes  to  exclude 
Papists  from  sitting  in  either  House  of  Par- 
liament. I  admit  that  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Act  of  Union,  the  oath  there 
prescribed  to  be  taken  by  members  of 
parliament  is  liable  to  be  hereafter  altered. 
There  are  luidoubtedly  those  woAis  in  that 
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act  But  I  apprehend  those  words  were 
not  necessarily  introduced  to  enable  par- 
liament to  alter  the  oath  whenever  it  should 
appear  necessary,  for  I  do  not  go  the 
length  of  saying,  that  the  Act  of  Union 
with  Ireland  was  a  barrier  to  the  House 
doing  any  thing  with  regard  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  when  they  thould  think  fit  so  to 
do :  but  all  I  contend  for  is,  that  the  esta- 
blished law  of  the  realm  is,  that  Papistsare 
not  to  govern  this  country  :  and  that  there- 
fore the  measure  now  brought  forward,  and 
the  proposition  suggested,  must  have  the 
effect,  if  carried,  of  making  parliament  sub- 
iervient  to  the  purpose  of  overturning  of 
the  constitution,  and  to  enable  the  King  to 
chuse  Popish  ministers. 

Now,  Sir,  that  is  a  most  material  and 
serious  consideration,  and  it  is  a  matter  for 
the  admissibility  of  which  the  onusprO' 
handi  must  lie  upon  those  who  contend  for 
it,  or  to  shew  that  it  can  be  adopted  with 
•afety,  I  therefore  claim  the  right  of 
doubting  upon  this  question ;  because  all 
I  say  is,  that  before  we  agree  to  make  this 
alteration,  we  ought  to  be  satisfied  that 
there  is  no  danger  to  the  constitution  in 
Church  and  State  in  making  that  alteration. 

Now,  Sir,  I  must  say,  for  one,  that 
having  attended  to  alt  the  arguments  used 
on  this  subject,  and  having  anxiously  con- 
sidered it  myself,  1  am  very  far  from  being 
•atisBed,  that  our  system  of  government 
ought  to  undergo  this  chimerical  change  : 
and  I  think  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
before  they  can  induce  this  House  to  ^ller 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land,  must 
also  bring  forward  much  stronger  argu- 
ments, and  much  more  conclusive  rea- 
soning, before  they  can  be  entitled  to  call 
upon  those  who  have  doubts  upon  the 
subject,  to  admit  the  Catholics  to  what 
they  claim. 

Having  stated  thus  much,  I  have  now 
to  observe,  that  that  which  I  always  con- 
sidered as  another  fundamental  law  in  the 
act  which  makes  the  Protestant  Church  of 
Ireland,  and  that  of  Scotland,  integral 
parts  of  the  constitution  of  Great  Britain; 
but  by  acceding  to  the  demands  now  made 
by  the  Catholics,  this  would  be  annulled 
along  with  the  other  bulwarks  of  the 
state. 

There  are  a  great  many  topics  which 
have  been  at  different  times  more  or  less 
adverted  to,  but  which  I  wish  to  dismiss 
from  my  view  in  my  consideration  of  the 
subject.  I  shall  content  myself  with  ad- 
verting to  some  of  the  most  prominent  that 
have  been  brought  forward  on  the  other 


side.  I  confess  that  I  cannot  agrea  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  latt^ 
and  others  who  preceded  him,  in  their  ar* 
guments  upon  the  two  questions  of  riglll 
and  toleration.  And  first  of  all,  I  deny 
that  this  is  a  question  of  right :  and  I  also 
maintain  that  it  is  noquestion  of  toleratioil. 
In  the  first  place  it  is  no  question  of  right; 
because  no  subject  of  a  state  can  be  said 
to  have  any  right  that  is  inconsistent  with 
the  safety  of  that  state ;  and  I  deny  that  it 
is  a  question  of  toleration,  because  I  hop* 
in  God  that  in  the  true  sense  of  that  wora, 
there  is  no  such  thing  known  in  thik 
country  as  intolerance ;  and  I  do  solemnly 
declare,  that  if  it  can  be  shewn  that  thera 
is  any  thing  in  the  law  with  regard  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland  that  prevenls 
them  from  the  decent  and  proper  exer* 
cise  of  their  religion,  I  will  go  as  far  at 
any  man  in  tbis  country  to  correct  it. 
But  I  utterly  deny  that  this  is  a  question  of 
toleration*  The  truth  is,  that  it  is  merely 
a  question  of  political  power.  Now»  Sir« 
that  that  is  a  very  serious  Question  notnan 
will  venture  to  deny :  and  that  it  is  es- 
sential on  the  part  of  those  who  support  it» 
that  they  should  satisfy  us  who  oppofte  it» 
by  the  most  cogent  arguments  of  tha  pm» 
dence  of  its  concession.  That  this  is  the 
question  appears  throughout  the  whole 
debate,  because  all  the  arguments  for  the 
measure  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  go  to  that 
extent. 

Now  no  man  living  can  doubt,  that  if 
this  is  done  for  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  it  must  be  done  also  for  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  England :  and  I  mast 
say,  to  do  them  justice,  that  I  do  not  know 
any  bod3r  of  Dissenters  for  whom  I  should 
be  so  glad  to  bring  forward  such  a  ques- 
tion as  the  Roman  Catholics  of  England  ; 
because  they  have  been  the  most  quiet, 
the  most  contented,  and  the  most  loyal 
class  of  subjects  in  the  kingdom.  But  if 
it  is  fit  and  proper  to  do  this  for  the  Ro- 
man Catholics,  it  is  quite  impossible  that 
it  should  not  be  done  in  justice  for  the 
other  Dissenlers. 

I  do  not  mean  to  argue  that  question 
now:  but  all  that  I  mean  to  say  is, that  the 
question  is  a  vital  question,  and  that  if  we 
consent  to  do  away  all  restrictions  by 
piece-meal,  we  at  once  expose  ourselves 
to  the  greatest  danger ;  because  if  you  do 
that  yoQ  must  remove  all  the  test  laws,  and 
you  must  leave  the  Church  unprotected 
from  every  attack,  to  stand  upon  its  own 
foundation.  But  having  said  this,  I  beg 
to  itatt,  that  my  opinion  of  all  thesa  lawt 
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18,  that  they  are  only  to  be  justified  by 
necessity.  It  has  been  said  that  necessity 
justifies  them :  and  if  1  can  he  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  Protestant  state,  I  am  ready  to 
give  them  up. 

The  question  is  really  now  reduced  to  a 
choice  of  difficulties  :  no  man  can  doubt 
that  the  difficulties  and  impediments  on 
both  sides  are  very  great :  and  the  true 
question  is  on  what  side  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties and  impediments  lie  :  and  I  for  one 
say,  that  the  greatest  difficulties,  dangers, 
and  impediments  lie  on  the  side  of  the 
Catholic  Claims,  and  in  the  view  that  I 
have  taken  of  them  I  do  not  feel  satisfied, 
and  I  must,  upon  that  ground, negative  the 
proposition  for  going  into  a  Committee : 
and  1  think  no  gentleman  would  vote 
for  going  into  that  committee  unless  he 
was  satisfied  that  something  essential 
could  be  done  in  that  committee,  and 
that  would  tend  to  do  away  those  diffi- 
culties and  impediments. 

Now  I  think,  for  one,  that  by  going  into 
a  committee,  instead  of  diminishing  the 
difficulties  you  would  increase  them.  For 
as  to  going  into  a  committee  for  the  sake 
of  enquiring,  and  for  the  sake  of  getting 
information  from  the  Catholics  themselves, 
it  could  be  productive  of  no  good  conse- 
quence. What !  would  you  have  all  the 
Roman  Catholics  and  all  the  opponents  of 
their  claims,  brought  to  your  bar  to  be  exa- 
mined ?  For  you  must  hear  both  sides. 
If  that  was  to  be  contended  it  would  lead 
to  endless  confusion  and  dispute.  If  this 
were  to  be  agreed  to,  how  should  the 
public  business  of  the  country  be  carried 
on  ?  I  say>  that  the  danger  appears  to  me 
to  lie  on  the  side  that  I  have  stated  ;  first 
of  all  I  would  state  that  a  great  difficulty 
arises  from  the  state  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Chur(  h  at  this  time  ;  and  upon  a  con- 
sideration of  the  political  circumstances 
connected  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  go 
into  any  discussion  upon  the  tenets  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  with  reference 
to  a  period  long  since  gone  by,  because 
the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
are  pretty  well  known  and  generally  un- 
derstood. And  ccrtainlv  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  into  any  argument  as  to  the  diffe- 
rence of  thtse  tenets  at  different  times. 
But  what  are  these  tenets?  Now,  Sir,  I 
have  listened  with  very  great  attention  to 
many  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this 
subject,  and  I  confess  I  feel  very  little  sa- 
tisfaction on  that  point :  although  it  may 
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be  said  that  many  circumstances  respect* 
ing  the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  have  been  altered,  and  that  many 
of  the  most  dangerous  tenets  have  been 
got  rid  of,  yet  there  is  one  circumstance 
that  is  very  remarkable,  and  to  which  I 
cannot  help  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of 
the  opinions  of  the  Catholic  universities. 
It  was  resolved  in  the  year  17Q0,  that 
the  opinions  of  these  universities  were  fa- 
vourable to  the  supposition  that  many  of 
the  tenets  of  (he  Roman  Catholic  Church 
were  unimportant.  But  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hopourable  gentleman,  and  the  right 
honourable  baronet  opposite  me,  whether 
the  court  of  Rome  or  any  general  council 
has  ever  distinctly  abrogated  any  of  those 
tenets  or  done  them  away.  (Sir  John  Cox 
Hippesley  said  across  the  table  that  they 
had.)  I  would  beg  to  know  from  the  hon* 
baronet,  who  seems  so  well  versed  in  these 
points,  whether  there  is  any  one  article  of 
the  council  of  Trent  that  has  ever  been 
regularly^  abrogated  on  any  authority  by 
which  the  Pope  and  Cardinals  would  be 
bound  ?  It  may  be  true  that  many  qC 
these  opinions  may  have  become  obsolete, 
and  may  be  dormant;  but  who  can. say 
they  may  not  be  revived  ?  If  certain  cir- 
cumstances were  to  arise,  and  a  Pope 
should  come  to  the  Papal  see  who  should 
revive  thes^  doctrines,  who  is  to  prevent 
him  ?  Then,  I  say,  if  there  has  been  no 
regular  abrogation  of  those  tenets  by  the 
see  of  Rome,  they  must  be  considered  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  principles 
of  the  Catholic  religion.  I  must  say  for 
one,  that  when  I  first  came  into  parliament 
and  this  business  was  first  broueht  for- 
ward, I  was  one  of  those  who  anticipated 
with  great  satisfaction  the  removal  of 
those  obstacles  now  complained  of;  and 
there  was  no  man  who  felt  more  pleasure 
than  I  did,  when  the  present  lord  Redes- 
dale,  then  attorney  general,  brought  in  a 
Bill  for  ameliorating  the  state  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  England.  But  I  felt  still  greater 
pleasure  in  what  was  intended  to  be  done 
for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  Bui  I  must 
say,  from  that  time  I  have  been  more  and 
more  inclined  to  think  that  the  opinions  I 
then  formed  were  hastily  formed  :  and  the 
moment  I  had  any  opportunity  of  consi-, 
dering  the  subject,  I,  for  one,  have  been' 
less  inclined  to  proceed  any  further  in 
concession.  The  first  circumstance  that 
induced  me  to  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
my  first  opinion,  was  an  opportunity  I  had 
of  knowing  what  passed  upon  the  subject 


883 j     HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,        Mr.  Craitenes  Motwnfar  a  Commitiet        [8M 

trine,  that  princes  excommnnicatciil  by  the 
Pope  may  be  deposed  from  their  doini* 
aions,  and  their  subjects  absolved  from 
their  allegiance.  They  abjure  moat  so- 
lemnly that  opinion  imputed  to  them,  that 
no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics;  and 
they  also  abjure  the  opinion,  that  any  fo- 
reign prince  or  potentate  hath  or  ought  to 
have  any  temporal  power  in  these  realms. 
And  further  iub  modo,  ^  that  no  foreign 
bishop,  priest,  or  any  other  ecclesiasticU 
power  whatever  has  a  right  to  exercise  any 
spiritual  authority  in  these  realms  hostile  to 
the  state,  or  that  can  directly  op  indirectly 
interrupt  or  interfere  with  the  indepen* 
dence  and  security  of  the  Protestant 
Church  or  Establishment,  or  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  properties  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects.** 

Now,  Sir,  the  last  passage  was  the  one 
objected  to  by  the  bishops,  and  struck  out 
of  the  Oath.  But  this  was  the  most  ma^ 
terial  passage  to  us,  although  thus  con- 
demned by  the  bishops,  ft  was  pretty 
material  they  should  object  to  an  Oath  so 
worded  ;  and  it  is  pretty  good  authority 
for  those  douf)ts  now  entertained  with  re« 
spcct  to  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  The 
result  however  shewed  that  even  the  laity 
were  taught  to  consider  themselves  as  de* 
parting  from  the  principles  of  their  spi* 
ritual  faith,  if  they  abjured  the  authonty 
of  the  see  of  Rome  in  this  respect. 

Now,  Sir,  this  controversy  went  on  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  great  acrimony  was 
indulged  on  both  sides.  The  protesting 
Catholic  committee  complained  most 
grievously  of  the  conduct  of  their  bishops^ 
who  by  their  constant  interference  prevent* 
ed  the  success  of  their  political  objects,  and 
the  bishops  in  their  turn,  charged  them 
with  a  dereliction  of  the  principles  of 
their  religion,  and  the  committee  at  length 
submitted  and  gave  up  this  oath.  In 
giving  up  this  matter  on  the  part  of  the 
protesting  Catholic  committee  two  thingt 
became  manifest.  In  the  first  place>  that 
no  concession  would  be  made  by  the  Ca- 
tholics; and  in  the  second,  that  the  priest! 
were  more  absolutely  roasters  of  their 
flocks  than  they  were  even  in  France— or 
in  Ituly  itself. 

Now,  Sir,  in  spite  of  all  the  conclusive 
reasoning  in  these  letters  to  which  I  have 
alluded ;  in  spite  of  the  condemnation  of 
the  conduct  of  their  bishops  expressed  by 
the  Catholic  committee;  and  in  spite  of 
the  conviction  in  their  own  minds  of  the 
propriety  of  what  they  were  doins,  they 
were  obliged  to  give  way  to  their  bi*^     " 


of  that  Bill  which  lord  Redesdale  brought 
in,  and  the  controversy  that  arose  at. that 
time  between  the  Apostolic  Vicar  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  the  Catholic  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  know  whether  that  con- 
troversy is  in  the  hands  of  any  gentleman ; 
I  know  that  it  was  bought  up  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  committee,  and  in  a  very 
little  time  there  were  no  copies  to  be  had. 
The  two  letters  published  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  committee  were  written  in  con- 
sequence of  the  letter  of  the  Vicar  Apos- 
tolic in  the  year  1790,  on  account  of  the 
Oath  it  was  proposed  by  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic committee  to  take,  in  which  they 
denied  altogether  the  temporal  authority 
of  the  Pope  in  Ireland,  and  even  his  spi- 
ritual power,  mh  modo.  Upon  a  reference 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
on  that  occasion,  we  shall  sec  how  much 
they  were  controuled  by  a  foreign  spiri- 
tual authority :  The  Oath  proposed  by  the 
committee  was  founded  on  their  own  pro- 
test, in  which  they  called  themselves  the 
protesting  Roman  Catholics.  It  was  signed 
I  believe  by  almost  all  the  respectable 
Roman  Catholics  in  this  country  and  by  a 
great  many  of  their  bishops  ;  I  think  the 
name  of  Dr.  Milner  was  amongst  them  : 
but  the  Apostolical  Vicar,  without  assign- 
ing any  reason,  forbid  the  Catholics  to 
take  this  Oath.  This  led  to  a  discussion 
of  considerable  length,  the  result  of  which 
was  an  explanatory  declaration  from  the 
Apostolic  Vicar,  '^  That  no  new  oath 
should  be  taken  without  consulting  the 
bishops,  in  whom  the  supreme  authority 
resided  as  governors  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  and  keepers  of  the  faith.**  A  con- 
troversy ensued  which  was  considerably 
protracted,  and  in  course  of  which  a  great 
deal  of  scholastic  learning  was  displayed 
on  one  side,  and  a  great  deal  of  sound 
sense,  and  certainly  I  never  in  my  life  wit- 
nessed more  true  Christian  piety  displayed 
any  where  than  in  the  two  letters  to  which 
I  have  alluded.  The  committee  were  de- 
sirous to  induce  their  bishops,  some  of 
whom  had  refused  to  sign  the  protest,  to 
agree  with  them  in  the  object  they  pro- 
posed, and  relinquish  their  objections. 
The  bishops  refused  ;  but  the  committee 
were  nevertheless  unanimous  in  framing 
the  Oath,  which  was  afterwards  adopted 
by  the  parliament  of  Ireland :  and  here  it 
is  material  to  state  the  nature  of  that  Oath, 
in  order  to  shew  the  ground  upon  which  it 
was  opposed  by  the  bishops. 

The  Oath  set  out  with  disclaiming  as 
impious  and  heretical  that  damnable  doc- 
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and  to  the  authority  of  the  Pope ;  and  I  am 
credibly  informed,  that  in  consequence  of 
ivhat  took  place  in  this  letter  to  their 
bishops,  many  of  the  gentlemen  of  that 
committee  expunged  their  names  from 
that  protestation,  and  many  others  of  them 
dared  not  so  much  as  sign  their  names  to 
it.  Now  this  draws  me  to  an  observation 
in  reference  to  the  Veto.  No  man  can 
doubt  that  the  Veto  met  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Catholic  laity,  when  it  was 
first  mentioned  in  this  House.  But  when 
the  bishops  interfered,  we  heard  no  more 
about  the  Veto,  Why  then,  Sir,  when  we 
know  and  are  conscious  of  the  interference 
of  the  Catholic  clergy  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Veto,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that  the 
Catholic  religion  is  just  as  objectionable 
with  a  view  to  these  concessions  aa  ever 
It  was.  It  may  be  very  true  that  the  Ca* 
tholics  have  a  clergy  of  great  morality 
and  excellent  learning  :  but  it  must  be 
recollected  that  this  clergy  is  the  most  de- 
voted of  any  Catholic  clergy  in  Europe, 
to  the  see  of  Rome.  I  observe  that  this 
question  about  the  Papal  authority  ia  kept 
▼ery  much  in  the  back  ground  by  those 
who  advocate  this  cause.  It  is  quite  ridi- 
culous, they  say,  that  the  mere  allegiance 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  to  the  Pope 
could  operate  to  produce  the  consequences 
we  apprehend.  But  is  this  not  a  matter 
of  some  consideration,  at  least  ?  It  is  said 
that  the  present  Pope  has  shewn  a  resis- 
tance to  Buonaparte,  and  that  there  is  no 
danger  now  from  the  Papal  authority. 
Perhaps  not :  and  for  my  own  part  I  hear- 
tily wish  he  was  liberated,  and  that  he  was 
now  an  independent  power,  j^ecause,  then 
there  might  be  much  more  probability  of 
our  coming  to  a  satisfactory  understanding 
upon  the  subject :  but  what  I  complain  of 
is,  that  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
said,  we  never  hear  any  thing  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  of  England  and  Ireland 
coming  forward  to  explain  what  their 
views  are  with  respect  to  the  canonical 
election  of  the  Pope,  or  whether  or  not  they 
are  ready  to  transfer  allegiance  to  any 
i^ew  Pope  however  chosen.  Why  are 
they  silent  upon  that  subject  ?  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  I  should  be  satisfied  with 
any  thing  they  could  propose  :  but  at  the 
same  time  I  should  be  ^lad  to  hear  what 
it  is  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Eng- 
land, Ireland  and  Scotland  think  of  the 
Papacy  at  present,  when  the  person  of  the 
Pope  is  in  the  hands  of  Buonaparte, 
when  the  Roman  see  makes  a  part  of 
France^  and  the  greater  piurt  of  the  Romaa 


Catholic  countries,  south  of  the  Pyrenees 
excepted,  are  under  the  power  of  the 
ruler  of  France? 

Now  I  am  persuaded^that  the  gentlemen 
who  speak  on  this  question  are  acquainted 
with  the  state  papers  which  Buonaparte 
has  published  on  this  subject ;  and  they 
must  be  convinced  that  his  intention  was* 
if  he  could  not  compel  the  present  sove- 
reign Pontiff  to  submit  to  his  views,  then 
to  nominate  a  new  one  in  his  seat,  who 
would  be  subservient  to  his  purposes. 
This  idea  may  perhaps  be  ridiculed,  bat  I 
must  say,  speaking  in  the  language  of 
lord  Grenville  in  that  Letter  which  I  pre- 
sume is  his,  as  it  was  published  bv  his  au- 
thority, and  in  which  that  noble  lord  does 
seem  to  think,  that  it  is  not  quite  unrea- 
sonable that  there  should  be  a  number  of 
persons  in  this  country,  who  do  look  with 
a  certain  degree  of  jealousy  to  that  foreign 
command,  to  which  the  Roman  Catholic 
Clergy  profess  to  submit,  at  a  time  when 
the  Pope  is  in  the  hands  of  the  bitterest 
enemy  of  this  country.  I  confess  I  do 
not  chuse,  for  one,  that  Buonaparte,  hav- 
ing the  contronl  as  he  now  has,  of  the  Pa- 
pal authority,  and  which  he  ultimately 
will  have ;  and  when  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  of  Ireland  consider  their  allegiance 
to  be  transferred  to  the  Pope,  I  do  not 
chuse,  I  say,  that  Buonaparte  should  be 
keeper  of  the  consciences  of  three  fourths 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  What  I  mean 
by  that,  is,  that  I  think  I  have  proved  that 
the  Pope  and  the  clergy  have  the  greatest 
influence  over  their  flock,  and  that  f  do 
not  chuse  that  Buonapart6  should  be  the 
nominator  of  a  Pope  of  his  own,  and  who 
would  become  a  subservient  tool  of  bis 
views,  to  direct  the  consciences  of  the  Ca- 
tholic subjects  of  his  Majesty.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but  that  is  my  opinion ;  and  I  give 
my  opposition  to  this  motion,  upon  a  con- 
sideration of  the  danger  that  must  arise 
from  the  influence  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
under  such  circumstances. 

Now,  Sir,  in  apprehending  this  danger, 
I  am  not  without  some  authority ;  and  I 
will  beg  leave,  upon  this  subject,  to  read  a 
passage  from  Mr.  Locke  on  toleration. 
He  goes  much  farther  than  I  do  in  this 
doctrine ;  because  he  states  at  once,  that 
the  religion  of  a  foreign  country  has  no 
right  to  be  tolerated  by  the  magistrates  of 
another  country,  within  that  country,  where 
the  head  of  that  foreign  religion  is  under 
the  protection  of  another  prince  or  poten- 
tate, because  the  magistrate  might  be  jus- 
tified in  apprehending  that  the  influeinoe 
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of  such  authority  would  be  used  against 
his  own  government. 

Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  also  is  another 
irery  great  authority jupon  this  subject,  and 
he  maintains  that  every  Popish  priest  upon 
taking  his  oath  for  orders,  renounces  his  en- 
gagements and  allegiance  to  the  govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  subject.    Now,  Sir, 
there  is  one  circumstance  in  the  course  of 
this  business,  which  I  confess  surprises 
me  ;   and  it  is  this,  that  when  we  hear  so 
much  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  of  whom  I 
apeak  with  all  deference,  being  exceed- 
ingly   exasperated    against  government, 
and  so  indignant  against  us,  because  they 
are  not  admitted  to  the  possibility  of  sit- 
ting in  parliament,  of  being  commanders 
in   chief  of  armies,  of  being  officers  of 
state,  and  that  they  consider  themselves 
an  oppressed  people,  and  degraded  in  the 
eyes  of  their  fellow  creatures,  by  submit- 
ting to  wear  the  galling  chains  of  thral- 
dom ;    yet  say  nothing  about  the  slavery 
to  which  they  are  compelled  to  submit 
under  their  priests,  and  those  priests  c?om- 
pletely  devoted   to    they  see    of  Rome. 
Now,  it  is  surprising  that  men  having  the 
light  of  human  reason  in  their  minds,  that 
men  so  feelingly  alive  to  the  value  of  li- 
berty, men  who  are  complaining  of  their 
Protestant  brethren  because  they  refuse 
th«m  a  participation  of  all  the  privileges 
of  the  constitution : — it  is  surprising,  I  say, 
that  these  men  never  once  except  against 
the  tyranny  their  priesthood  exercise  over 
them  ;-»that  they   submit  patiently  and 
quietly  without  murmur  or  complaint  to 
the  tyranny,  not  of  an  English  or  an  Irish 
Pope,  but  of  any  miserable  fcjreign  mis- 
creant, French  or  Italian,  who  may  chance 
to  be  elected  Pope,  no  matter  how,  and 
submit  to  him  without  complaint :   and  yet 
these  are  the  men  who  are  so  tremblingly 
alive  to  the  pressure  of  these  restrictions ! 
I  have  already  admitted   that  these  re- 
strictions are  hostile  and  dangerous  where 
the  security  of  the  state  does  not  -require 
them  :    but  let  us  see  what  they  are. — Do 
these  restrictions  amount   to  any   thing 
more  than  an  ideal  grievance,  when  we 
see  men  like  these  at  this  time  of  day, 
without  complaint  or  remonstrance— with- 
out shaking  off*  their   degrading  slavery, 
and  rt*mainingthe  vassalsof  such  miserable 
miscreants,  absolutely  without  making  the 
smallest  struggle.     Now,  Sir,  I  do  main- 
tain, that  there  is  great  danger  in  the  pre- 
sent  situation  of   the    Roman    Catholic 
Church,  and  I  say  that  there  is  greater 
danger  now  in  that  Church  when  it  is 


connected  with  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces of  the  present  time;     But  then  It  is 
said,  if  you  would  concede  these  claimi 
you    would   tranquillize    Ireland.     Now, 
Sir,  that  argument  seems  to  be  one  taken 
up  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  in  the  moment  of  distress,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  would  have  laid 
hold  of  any  thing  floating  on  their  minds, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  to  serve  their 
purpose.    But  that  argument  I  contend  to 
be  an  argument  of  pure  intimidation.     If 
you  do  not  give  way,  what  will  be  the* 
consequence? — ^Why,  the  right hon.  gen- 
tleman has  even  gone  farther  than  tboio 
hon.  gentlemen  around    him.     He    has 
spoken  more  distinctly  than  any  of  then. 
And  he  has  given  us  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  an  immediate  rebellion  will  be  the 
consequence  of  our  refusal.     I  am  quite 
satisBcd  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
this  country,  unless  they  mean  to  give  vp 
the  whole  <n  their  share  in  the  government; 
upon  the  ground  of  intimidation,  to  sur- 
render what  the   Catholics  now  claim; 
for  you  cannot  stop  short  of  any  part 
without  giving  up  the  whole  :    because  if 
you  are  to  be  intimidated  in  one  thing; 
you  will  be  intimidated  in  another :    and 
if  we  are  to  be  intimidated  against  our  own 
own  opinions,  and  with  our  eyes  bpen  to 
the  danger  that  threatens  our  Uhurch  and 
State,  it  is  useless  for  us  to  waste  our  breatii 
in  debate  on  the  subject.  ^  But  unless  it  iii 
intended  that  every  function  of  gorem- 
ment  shall   be  resigned   to  Papists,  the 
House  will  not  listen  to  such  suggestions. 
If  you  allow  the  Roman  Catholics  to  sit  in 
this  House,  and  to  hold  the  different  offi- 
ces of  the  state,  the  next  application  will 
be  for  a  Church  establishment.    And  does 
any  man  think  that  you  can  conciliate  or 
compromise  with  the  ambition  of  men  in 
so  active  a  profession?     I  say  if  yon  do 
not  satisfy  the  priests  you  do  nothing.     I 
think  I  have  proved   that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics are  under  the  implicit  controul  and 
authority  of  *  heir  priests :  and  to  suppose 
that  the  priests  would  be  satisfied  with 
seeing  their  flocks  possessed  of  what  they 
asked,  by  a  wellaimed  intimidation,  thst 
they  themselves    would    be   satisBed   to 
remain  in  the  humble  situation  wherein 
they  are  at  present.     I  say  if  yon  sufl^ 
yourselves  to  be  intimidated  in  this  way, 
they    will   naturally  resort  to  the  same 
means,  and  you  cannot  refuse  them. 

I  would  ask,  then,  to  what  extent  will 
this  go  ? — I  say,  that  when  once  the  priests 
are  allowed  to  taste  the  sweets  of  tempo^ 
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ral  power,  nothing  will  satisfy  tbeir  greedy  I 
apfjeiiles.  The  first  thing  they  will  do, 
will  be  to  root  out  the  Protestant  Church 
Establishment  of  Ireland,  and  seat  them- 
selves in  the  places  of  those  who  now  fill 
that  establishment.  At  least  they  will  stick 
themselves  bv  the  side  of  it,  and  insist  on 
sharing  the  provision  for  that  Church. 

Why  then,  do  you  suppose,  that  you 
can  conciliate  upon  any  such  grounds  as 
are  now  contended  for  ?  Certainly  not. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  by  giving  way  upon 
this  point,  you  will  be  called  upon  for 
further  and  greater  concessions.  If  you 
open  the  doois  of  this  House  to  the  Pa- 
pists, you  will  speedily  see  a  Catholic 
party  in  parliament.  I  need  not  say  what 
would  be  the  consequence  of  such  an  event, 
in  the  present  situation  of  parties  in  this 
House.  When  once  they  get  inside  of  these 
doors,  we  should  speedily  see  the  Catholic 
party  would  be  pretty  strong  ;  and  I  have 
not  a  doubt  that  gradually  augmenting  in 
strength,  we  should  see  those  Protestant 
gentlemen  whose  ancestors  manifested  a 
constitutional  opposition  to  the  dangers  of 
Papacy,  would  be  amongst  the  first  who 
would  be  forced  out  of  it.  Although  I 
am  convinced  that  property  will  always 
have  its  influence,  yet  I  am  not  sure  that 
it  will  be  always  sufficient  to  counterba- 
lance that  sort  of  authority  which  the  Ro* 
man  Catholic  clergy  possess  over  their 
flocks.  And  it  would  not  be  presump- 
tion in  me  to  anticipate,  that  many  years 
would  nut  elapse  before  you  would  have  a 
Catholic  instead  of  a  Protestant  parlia- 
ment.— And  I  say,  that  if  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics are  obliged  to  truckle  to  their 
clerpy  in  the  way  I  have  described,  will 
not  Catholic  members  be  more  likely  to 
look  to  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
Church,  if  they  are  sincere  Catholics,  than 
they  would  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Pro- 
testant  Establishment.  And  it  is  not  un- 
natural, that  being  a  distinct  body  of 
men,  they  should  act  together  in  that  body^ 
and  that  they  should  carry  on  their  opera- 
tions together.  But  I  do  not  go  the 
length  of  saying,  that  I  never  will  agree 
to  concede  to  the  Catholics  in  any  case, 
what  is  required.  Let  me  see  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  is  put  upon  such 
a  footing  within  the  United  Kingdom,  as 
to  take  away  the  apprehension  of  foreign 
influence,  and  then  I  shall  be  ready  to  re- 
consider this  subject,  because  that  is  the 
only  point  to  which  I  have  objection.  As 
to  the  difference  of  religious  tenets,  I  hold 
them  ai  nothing.    As  to  the  belief  la  tran- 


substantiation  and  the  worship  of  the  Vir* 
gin  Mary,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  either :  ^ 
I  have  no  objection  to  sit  in  a  British 
House  of  Parliament  with  any  man  who 
worships  the  Virgin  Mary,  provided  heab* 
jures  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope.  Let 
him  do  that,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  sit 
in  parliament  with  him^  and  treat  him  aa 
he  ought  to  be  treated. 

But,  Sir,  is  there  not  something  practi- 
cable upon  this  subject  to  remove  our  ob- 
jections ?  Look  at  the  present  situation  of 
the  Pope  ;  and  I  think  there  is  enough  to 
found  an  expectation  or  a  hope  that  some 
event  will  arise  to  the  Popedom,  which 
may  afibrd  a  probability  of  our  coming  to 
some  arrangement  upon  this  subject.  When- 
ever that  event  happens,  it  will  be  for  the 
Catholic  bishops  of  England  and  Ireland 
to  tell  us  what  they  will  do  to  conciliate 
our  concession.  Bat  if  they  still  consider 
their  allegiance  as  inseparable  from  the 
Popedom  of  Home,  and  that  they  give  ni 
a  positive  denial  of  what  we  wish,  thejr 
know  and  we  know  how  to  act.  But  if 
they  will  shake  ofTtheir  yoke,  and  some* 
thing  of  their  Popedom,  we  will  then  be 
able  to  meet  them  upon  somethings  like 
conclusive  terms.  But  however,  if  after 
all,  they  are  determined  to  haVe  a  Pope, 
in  the  name  of  God  let  them  have  an  Eng- 
lish Pope  or  an  Irish  Pope,  I  have  no  Ho* 
jection  that  they  should  have  an  Irish 
Pope  of  their  own,  and  I  think  he  might 
reside  at  Ballyshannon,  or  any  where  else 
they  please,  so  he  be  but  a  British  subject, 
and'  we  can  then  talk  of  the  matter.  But 
as  long  as  they  continue  their  allegiance 
to  an  Italian  or  any  foreign  Pope,  I  shall 
decidedly  set  my  face  against  their  claims. 
What  is  to  prevent  them,  if  their  doctrinea 
require  that  they  should  have  a  head  to 
their  Church,  from  establishing  a  Pope  ia 
England  or  Ireland  ?  I  should  have  much 
less  objection  at  this  time  of  day  to  a  Pope 
in  England  or  Ireland,  than  to  give  them* 
selves  up  bound  hand  and  foot  to  a  foreign 
priest. 

'  Under  these  circumstances.  Sir,  looking 
at  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  now 
surround  the  country,  I  should  not  satisfy 
my  conscience  if  I  did  not  give  the  motion 
my  most  strenuous  opposition. 

Mr.  BrotfgAoiTi.  Sir ;  In  rising  to  sup- 
port the  motion  of  my  right  hon  friend 
below  me  (Mr.  Grattan)  I  differ  with, ex- 
treme reluctance  from  a  right  hon.  and 
learned  judge,  the  representative  of  ^^ 
University  of  Oxford  (sir  W.  Scott)  tor 
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whose  profound  learning  and  exalted  judi- 
cial station  I  feel  on  all  occasions  tbe 
highest  respect,  and  to  whose  conscientious 
motives  for  delivering  the  speech  with 
which  he  opened  this  debate^  a  speech 
which  I  scarcely  know  whether  more  to 
admire  or  to  lament,  I  am  fully  disposed 
to  give  implicit  belief.  But  whatever 
may  be  my  deference  for  that  distinguish- 
ed judge  in  private  or  in  professional  life, 
my  duty  as  a  member  of  parliament  com- 
pels me  here  to  speak  my  sentiments 
frankly  and  unceremoniously  upon  this 
great  question,  how  widely  soever  they 
may  differ  from  his/and  imperiously  as  the 
necessity  of  supporting  them  may  pre- 
scribe to  me  a  conflict  with  him,  which,  on 
any  other  occasion,  1  should  gladly  de* 
cline.  Such,  indeed,  are  not  exactly  the 
feelings  which  one  has  in  differing  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
and  elaborately  followed  the  learned  judge 
though  with  unequal  steps,  nor  are  any 
sensations  of  diffidence  in  the  cause  itself 
mixed  up  with  the  personal  deference 
which  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  towards 
some  of  its  opponents.  For  now.  Sir, 
having  heard  all  the  arguments  which 
could  be  urged  by  both  those  gentlemen 
-—by  the  most  distinguished  and  by  the 
most  zealous  of  all  its  enemies — I  think  I 
may  take  upon  me  to  assert  that  it  rises 
from  the  conflict,  not  merely  uninjured, 
nay  untouched,  but  more  triumphantly  es- 
tablished than  before,  this,  1  trust,  its 
last  struggle  for  success.  Let  me  beseech 
the  House  to  recollect  the  grounds  on 
which  they  have  anew  preached  up  the 
doctrine  of  danger  to  the  Church  esta- 
blishment. Into  what  do  they  resolve 
themselves,  and  by  what  authorities  are 
tbey  maintained  ?  The  learned  judge  pre- 
dicts the  overthrow  of  the  establishment 
from  the  ascendancy  as  he  calls  it  of  the 
Catholics,  and  reads  as  proof  of  this,  an  ex** 
tract  from  some  anonymous  pamphlet, 
which  he  holds  to  be  of  Catholic  autho- 
rity, and  which  he  selects  in  preference  to 
the  undisputed  documents  of  that  body, 
because  he  there  finds  it  written  that  if  the 
Catholics  are  admitted  to  a  participation  in 
the  benefits  of  the  constitution,  they  will 
forthwith  seek  to  overturn  the  Protestant 
Church.  This  is  the  soU  ground  of  the 
learned  judge's  fears ;  and  from  this  unau- 
thenticated  assertion — from  this  bare  state- 
ment, for  aught  we  can  tell,  of  an  enemy 
to  the  Romanists,  assuming  the  guise 
c^one,  with  the  intention  probably  of 
being  cited  against  thom^  an  intention 


which  the  learned  judge  has  taken  care 
should  not  be  fi^ustrated.  From  this  foolish 
or  insidious  production,  at  the  least  thif 
fugitive  tract  of  an  anonymous  writer,  I 
appeal  to  the  records  of  parliament  for  an 
ample  and  triumphal  defence  of  the  Catho- 
lics—look at  the  solemn  oaths  prescribed 
by  the  statute— Ibok  at  those  declaration! 
of  allegiance  to  the  constitution  in  Church 
and  State  which  the  laws  enjoin.  Re- 
member that  the  Catholics  have  never  yet 
refused  to  bind  themselves  by  those  oaths 
and  declarations  ;  and  reflect,  too,  that  the 
whole  question  now  before  us  is  one  of 
oaths  and  declarations  ;  so  that  you  who 
doubt  the  Catholics  and  suspect  them  of  an 
intention  hostile  to  the  Church  establish- 
ment, and  who  upon  those  doubts  and  sosr 
picions  would  found  an  argument  for  the 
necessity  of  the  existing  penal  laws,  that 
is  to  say,  of  tests,  of  disqualifying  oaths 
and  declarations,  cannot  for  one  instant 
object  to  the  evidence  of  their  loyalty  to 
that  establishment,  which  I  am  now  ten- 
dering, because  that  evidence  is  your  own 
favourite  one  of  tests  by  oaths  and  declan^ 
tions.  Then  what  are  the  oaths  now  uni- 
versally taken  by  the  Irish  Catholics? 
They  are  the  strongest  that  language  qsv 
convey.  I  defy  the  wit  of  man  to  devise 
more  ample  pledges  of  attachment  to  tbe 
establishment  as  a  political  institution. 
They  are  couched  in  the  very  words 
which  the  most  zealous  Protestant  wottU 
be  forward  to  use  for  the  purpose  of  4is^ 
playing,  nay  making  a  display  of  his  loy- 
alty to  the  Church.  In  truth  they  are 
the  oaths  invented  by  yourselves,  as  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  your  anxiety  for  the  Ciwrch^ 
to  disarm  your  fears  for  her  security,  tbey 
are  the  oaths  by  which  you  intended  to 
obtain  all  the  safeguards  that  swearing  and 
declaring  can  give. 

Surrounded  as  I  am  by  lawyers  and  by 
Irishmen,  (sir  S.  Romilly,  sir  A.  Pigffott, 
the  knight  of  Kerry,  Mr.  Grattan,  jtfr. 
Parnell,  &c.)  I  ask  the  former  what  tests 
more  ample,  more  strict  were  ever  con* 
trived  by  legislators;  I  appeal  to  tbe  latter 
which  of  them  has  ever  been  refused  hj 
any  zealot  among  the  millions  of  their 
Catholic  countrymen.  I  will  read  this  do- 
cument then  from  the  statute  book,  at 
once  to  sweep  away  from  the  face  of  this 
debate  all  the  impotations  which  the  learn- 
ed judge  has  collected  from  his  twopenny 
anonymous  pamphlet,  in  order  to  odl  the 
conduct  of  the  Irish  into  questioii,  and  to 
encumber  this  great  question : 

*'l,  4»M%  dioftweer,  that  X  doalonvB^ 
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condemn,  and  detest,  as  unchristian  and 
impioas,  the  principle  that  it  is  lawfal  to 
murder,  destroy,  or  any  ways  injure  any 
person  whatsoever  for  or  under  the  pre- 
tence of  being  a  heretic  ;  and  I  do  declare 
solemnly  before  God,  that  I  believe,  that 
no  act  in  itself  unjust,  immoral,  or  wicked, 
can  ever  be  justified  or  excused  by  or 
under  pretence  or  colour  that  it  was  done 
either  for  the  good  of  the  Church,  or  in 
obedience  to  any  ecclesiastical  power 
whatsoever.*' 

'*  And  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  believe, 
that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other  fo- 
reign prince,  prelate,  state,  or  potentate, 
hath  or  ought  to  have  any  temporal  or 
civil  jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,  or 
pre-emmence,  directly  or  indirectly, 
within  this  realm." 

"  I  do  swear,  that  I  will  defend,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  the  settlement  and 
arrangement  of  property  in  this  country, 
as  established  by  the  laws  now  in  being  : 
I  do  hereby  disclaim,  disavow,  and  so- 
lemnly abjure  any  intention  to  subvert 
the  present  Church  Establishment,  for  the 
purpose  of  substituting  a  Catholic  Esta- 
blishment in  its  stead ;  and  I  do  solemnly 
swear,  that  I  will  not  exercise  any  privi- 
lege to  which  I  am  or  may  become  en- 
titled, to  disturb  and  weaken  the  Protes- 
tant religion  and  Protestant  government 
in  this  kingdom.     So  help  me  God." 

This  I  think.  Sir,  is  enough  ;  but  it  is 
not  all.  1  next  answer  the  learned  judge's 
pamphleteer,  by  referring  to  those  Peti- 
tions on  the  table,  signed  by  thousands  of 
the  most  eminent  of  the  Catholic  body, 
asserting,  in  terms  strong  and  affecting, 
their  attachment  to  the  constitution,  and 
disclaiming,  in  language  equally  unquali- 
fied, all  designs  inconsistent  with  the  per- 
fect safety  of  the  Protestant  Church.  To 
that  state  they  pay  their  taxes,  though  to 
them  iti  ofTices,  its  distinctions,  its  benefits, 
its  protection  in  a  great  measure  are  de- 
nied. To  that  Church  they  pay,  without 
a  murmur,  the  tythe  of  all  they  have, 
though  to  them  it  can  by  no  possibility 
afford  any  spiritual  succours :  and  be- 
cause, in  addition  to  the  payment  of  tri- 
bute and  tythe,  they  bind  themselves  by 
oaths  and  solemn  declarations,  to  support 
both  Church  and  State,  and  abjure,  in  the 
sight  of  God  and  man,  every  feeling  in- 
consistent with  the  safely  and  interests,  of 
both  ;  anfl  because  every  time  that  they 
petition  parlianicnt  for  relief  from  the  dis- 
abilities under  wliirh  their  conscientious 
adherence   to   ?pccnlative   opinions    lays 


them,  they  carefully  repeat  those  dis- 
claimers which  they  are  always  ready  to 
verify  upon  oath;  you,  therefore,  tell 
them,  having,  it  would  seem,  no  better 
reason  to  give  for  refusing  their  prayers, 
that  you  are  afraid  to  grant  them.  To 
grant  them  ?  No  ;  but  that  you  dare  not 
even  listen  to  them,  lest  they  should 
seek  to  overthrow  the  Church  which  they 
support  by  their  tribute,  and  which  they 
have  sworn  never  to  injure.  But  their 
oaths  and  professions  are  not  to  be  trusted, 
for  they  may  be  made  in  order  to  be 
broken  :  true,  and  so  might  I  argue,  who 
am  an  enemy  to  all  such  tests  ;  but  let  roe 
tell  the  gentlemen  opposite,  this  is  pre- 
cisely that  thing  which  they  must  not  say  ; 
for  all  the  securities  which  they  ever  have 
thought  of,  are  oaths  and  professions,  and 
the  only  dispute  at  present  between  us  is, 
whether  we  shall  trust  the  safety  of  the 
state  to  such  tests,  or  seek  to  establish  it 
in  the  hearu  and  affections  of  a  faithful 
and  generous  and  grateful  people. 

This  fallacy  lies  at  the  rootof  all  the  argu- 
ments urged  ;  let  me  rather  say,  the  alarms 
sounded  by  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  spoke 
last,  and  bolstered  up  by  him  with  extracts 
from  volumes  of  Catholic  controversy 
and  correspondence.  He  detected  other 
sources  of  danger  from  the  concessioner 
these  just  claims.  But  I  would  rather  re- 
fer y  oti  for  a  statement  of  them  to  the  more 
mild  and  guarded  eloquence  of  the  learned 
judge,  whom  I  should  fear  to  grapple  with 
on  almost  any  other  question ;  and  whose 
dextrous,  insinuating  arguments  I  should 
in  vain  attempt  to  oppose  by  any  other 
means  than  referring  to  the  plain  matter 
of  fact,  as  it  lies  before  us.  This  is  the 
only  way  in  which  I  can  hope  either  to 
blunt  the  edge  of  his  wit,  or  to  disentangle 
the  mazes  of  his  seductive  and  elaborate 
sophistry ;  but  it  is,  I  think,  sufficfent  to 
do  both. 

Satisfied  then,  that  the  Catholics  enter« 
tain  a  deep-rooted  hostility  to  the  esta- 
blishment, notwithstanding  their  own  re- 
peated and  solemn  declarations ;  nay,  con- 
vinced, as  he  says,  that  in  order  to  act 
conscientiously  they  must  seek  by  all 
means,  its  destruction — for  the  learned 
judge  can  form  no  better  opinion,  it  should 
seem,  of  conscientious  conduct,  at  least 
in  a  Roman  Catholic,  than  first  swear- 
ing not  to  do  a  thing,  and  then  doing 
it;  he  proceeds  to  a  topic  so  frequently 
urged,  and  so  constantly  refuted,  that 
I  should  have  no  apology  for  even  ad- 
verting to  it,  did  I  not  remark  that,  witK 
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lome  persons,  it  always  pleases  how 
often  soever  repeated— I  mean  the  power 
of  effecting  mischief,  with  which  you  arm 
the  Catholics  by  giving  them  seats  in  the 
legislature.  It  seems  that  a  few  peers  of 
that  persuasion  being  introduced  into  the 
other  House,  and  ^  few  commoners  into 
this,  all  our  securities,  not  only  of  oaths 
and  tests,  but  of  numbers— of  the  large 
body  of  Protestants,  among  whom  that 
handful  will  be  lost — all  the  safeguards 
furnished  by  positive  laws,  and  the  still 
stronger  checks  provided  in  our  own  pre- 
judices, or  conscientious  and  well-founded 
opinions ;  in  the  zeal,  for  instance,  of  the 
learned  judge  and  his  co-adjutors,  will 
speedily  be  at  an  end,  and  the  parliament, 
without  delay,  be  converted  to  the  Catho- 
lic faith  ;  or,  at  any  rate,  to  seek  the  over- 
throw of  the  Protestant  Church  !  I  should 
be  ashamed,  Sir,  to  dwell  one  moment 
upon  such  miserable  nonsense  as  their 
heads  must  be  filled  with,  who  are  sin- 
cerely influenced  by  this  argument.  I 
should  be  still  less  excusable  in  stopping 
to  expose  it,  after  the  able  and  well  •rea- 
soned speech  of  a  noble  friend  of  mine 
(lord  Binning)  who  handled  it  last  night. 
But  let  me  only  ask,  if  such  be  really  the 
inextinguishable  hostility  of  the  Catholic 
body — if  their  grand  object  be,  indeed, 
the  destruction  of  the  establishment,  and 
if  votes  in  parliament  are  the  means  of 
attaining  it,  what  security  have  we  against 
them  at  this  very  hour,  fenced  about  with 
tests,  and  oaths,  and  declarations,  which 
exclude  them  from  seats  indeed  in  parlia- 
ment, but  leave  them  free  to  choose  their 
representatives  ?  Why,  Sir,  if  their  hatred 
of  our  Church  is  so  violent  that  they  can 
scarcely  keep  their  hands  of!*  it,  notwith- 
standing all  they  say  and  all  they  swear, 
if  they  never  can  meet  to  poll  for  members 
without  meditating  its  downfall ;  if  where- 
soever two  or  three  Romanists  are  gathered 
together  the  Church  is  in  jeopardy,  what, 
I  ask,  prevents  them  from  gratifying  some- 
what at  least  of  this  spleen,  by  electing 
(which  the  law  allows,)  a  hundred  mem- 
bers, calling  themselves  Protestants,  in- 
deed, but  bound  by  the  tenure  on  which 
they  hold  their  seats,  to  represent  faith- 
fully the  Romish  feelings  of  their  consti- 
tuents, and  work  the  overthrow  of  the 
establishment,  the  object  which  those  con 
stituents,  it  seems,  have  nearest  at  heart  ? 
I  will  tell  you,  Sir,  why  no  such  thing  can 
now  be :  the  Catholics  cannot  return  the 
whole,  or  even  a  considerable  number  of 
the  Irish  members.    They  are  a  powerful. 
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wealthy,  most  numerous,  and  highly  re- 
spectable body  ;  but  the  property  f>08« 
sessed  by  the  Protestant  interest,  makes  it 
impossible  for  them  to  elect  above  a  cer« 
tain  part  of  the  whole  Irish  representation. 
Would  they  be  able  to  elect  a  greater 
portion  of  it,  if  they  could  send  Catholics 
here  instead  of  Protestants  ?  The  fancy 
is  ridiculous.— -But  their  wealth  iind  in- 
fluence may  increase.  True,  it  may  ;  I 
trust  it  will.  I  am  sure  it  must  increase 
with  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  laws  now 
in  force,  and  which  are  toleration  itself, 
compared  with  the  nanguinary  code  they 
succeeded.  But  will  that  influence  be 
made  stationary  by  refusing  the  power  of 
representation  to  the  body  which  yoa  have 
allowed  the  privilege  of  election  ?  Will 
the  Catholic  influence  increase  one  degree 
less  rapidly  by  confining  them  in  their 
choice  to  certain  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity ?  Nay,  if  you  keep  from  them  the 
just  and  natural  right  of  being  represented^ 
where  they  have  a  sufficient  preponderance 
to  chuse  at  all,  by  members  of  their  own 
sect,  are  they  the  less  likely  to  return 
men,  who  may  indeed  be  Protestants,  but 
will  infallibly  be  rigid  sticklers  for  every 
Catholic  point;  rigid  in  proportion  as 
their  constituents  are  cramped  in  their  ex- 
ercise of  the  elective  franchise ;  rigid^ 
more  rigid  than  even  Catholic  members 
would  be,  because  they  must  supply  by 
excessive  zeal  the  defect  in  their  title  to 
be  returned,  and  prove  at  every-  turn  that 
their  Protestant  creed  is  no  bar  to  their 
fully  representing  the  Romish  prejudices 
of  their  constituents. 

What  then  is  the  sum  and  the  result  of 
the  matter  ? — Precisely  this — that  if  there 
is  the  smallest  ground  for  apprehension, 
we  gain  no  security  whatever  against  the 
danger,  be  it  what  it  may,  by  still  with- 
holding from  the  Catholics  the  only  p^rt 
of  the  elective  franchise  which  they  do 
not  already  enjoy ;  and  if  our  fears  are 
chimerical,  there  is  of  course  an  end  of 
the  argument.  I  can  descry  no  way  out 
of  this  dilemma,  'ihe  learned  judge,  with 
all  his  pr^actised  subiilty,  cannot  escape 
from  it.  £ither  we  may  in  perfect  safety 
take  the  further  step  of  concession,  whicn 
is  now  recommended,  or  we  have  already 
gone  many  steps  too  far.  We  have  done 
too  much  for  the  security  of  the  Church, 
or  we  may,  without  the  slightest  danger 
to  It,  do  somethrng  more.  If  our  fears 
have  any  foundation,  if  the  learned  judge's 
alarms  are  not  purely  visionary  and  fan- 
tastic,  then  the  Church  is  really  at  this 
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hoar  in  danger.  The  laws  of  1778, 1192, 
and  1793»  those  wise  and  humane  laws  as 
they  have  been  called,  1  say  those  laws  of 
strict  justice  and  absolute  necessity,  the 
repeal  of  the  code  of  persecution  and 
blood,  brought  the  Church  into  jeopardy, 
and  they  who  aflect  to  foresee  an  increase 
of  danger  from  conceding  the  little  that 
now  remains  to  be  given  up,  may  exercise 
their  ingenuity  in  explainmg  whence  it  is 
that  the  establishment  has  survived  all  the 
former  concessions — the  grand  and  sub- 
stantial changes  I  allude  to— 4iot  only  with- 
out a  total  overthrow,  but  without  even 
the  slightest  perceptible  shock. 

But  after  all.  Sir,  I  would  tdn  leave  to 
ask,  are  we  in  such  ^peculations,  taking 
the  plain  fact,  or  any  thing  like  the  faci, 
along  with  us?  Really  to  hear  the  learned 
judge,  and  those  who  with  less  dexterous 
skill  have  enlarged  upon  the  danger  of 
Catholic  votes  in  parliament, one  is  tempted 
to  fancy  that  elections  and  worthy  electors 
have  changed  their  nature ;  and  that  re- 
ligious views  and  feelings  are  the  only  mo- 
tives which  are  known  to  bear  any  sway 
on  the  hustings.  Is  it  really  so.  Sir  ?  Is 
religion  the  only  ground  of  voting ;  the 
sole  principle  of  selection  in*  these  pioos 
and  primitive  times  ?  What  has  become  of 
land,  and  money  and  family  ?  Has  the  re- 
lation of  landlord  and  tenant  all  of  a  sod- 
den lost  its  influence  ?  Do  customers  cease 
to  be  looked  upon  with  favour  by  trades- 
men ?  Has  personal  kindness  no  sway  ? 
Have  long  established  family  connections 
no  longer  any  virtue  }  1  speak  not  of  any 
undue  employment  of  authority  ;  I  allude 
to  no  illegal  use  of  wealth ;  all  such  means ' 
I  place  out  of  view ;  but  give  me  leave  to 
ask,  whether  religion  has  now-a-dajrs 
triumphed  over  every  fair  and  legitimate 
source  of  influence,  and  placed  itself  pa- 
ramount, nay  sole,  in  the  minds  of  all 
electors  ?  Or,  if  not,  will  the  law  which 
allows  Catholics  to  sit  here,  suddenly  abo- 
lish every  other  principle  of  election,  make 
men  deaf  to  all  but  religious  considerations, 
and  banish  from  their  minds  every  pre- 
possession and  feeling  in  the  choice  of  a 
representative,  except  the  question,  what 
is  his  form  of  faith  ?  No  doubt,  while  your 
disqualifying  statutes  separate  the  Catholic 
from  his  fellow  subjects,  while  by  exclu- 
sion from  the  pale  of  the  constitution,  you 
draw  a  circle  round  one  part  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  ordain  that  those  shall  be 
kept  distinct  and  insulated  whom  a  com- 
mon nature  and  allegiance  and  birth 
meant  to  consolidate  with  the  rest  of  the 
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mass,  there  may  be  some  |^r«tence  for  ap«>^ 
prehending  that  the  religiiras  diTersitj' 
which  forms  their  distinguishing  badge,' 
will  exert  a  more  than  ordinary,  and  a* 
more  than  natoral  tway  over  their  minds. 
Yet  the  fact  shews,  that  no  dangers  have; 
arisen  from  such  propensities  even  under 
the  present  system  of  separation :  and  to* 
apprehend  any  after  that  system  shall 
have  expired,  and  leaving  to  religious  dis-' 
tinctions.only  their  natural  force,  shall 
have  restored  to  all  other  motives  their- 
dae  preponderance,  would  be  a  ridiculous^ 
if  it  were  not  also  a  very  melancholy  de\^^ 
ftion.  1  am  confident  it  is  to  the  full  as  ab«' 
stird  an  alarm,  as  it  would  be  for  my  bort.* 
friend,  the  member  for  Yorkshire,  (Mr. 
Wilberforce,)  who  is  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished ornaments  of  the  episcopalian^ 
establishment,  to  be  apprehensive  of  losing' 
the  support  of  those -numerous  and  re* 
spectable  sectarian  voters,  to  whom  his 
private  worth  as  well  as  his  public  life* 
have  rendered  him  dear ;  and  by  whose 
united,  though  Tarious  Toice,  he,  a  sealous 
member  of  the  Anglican  Church,  has  so* 
often  been  placed  in  the  en? iable  staition 
of  representing  that  vast  county. 

The  fears  of  the  learned  jaage,  be  has 
likewise  said,  are  all  directed  tov^ards  the 
Catholics.  From  no  other  sect,  either 
within  or  without  the  bosom  of  the  Church 
does  he  see  any  cause  of  alarm :  all  but 
RomanisU  may  be  safely  trusted.  Is  it,  I 
demand.  Sir,  from  experience  that  such 
distinctions  are  deduced  ?  Has  the  Church 
History,  have  the  most  noted  pages  of  the 
History  of  the  State  in  England,  taught  the 
teamed  judge  this  lesson  ?  Is  hostility  to 
the  Esttiblishment  confined  to  the  Catho-  • 
lies  ?  Are  they  alone,  of  all  sects,  to  bf 
charged  with  the  design  of  OTertuming^  ii^ 
because  they  are  ibn  only  sect  who  bidU 
themselves  by  multiplied  solemnities  to 
compass  nothing  a^lnst  it  ?  But  have* 
they  in  foct  er er  put  it  in  jeopardy  ?  Have 
they  ever  shook  its  foundations?  Have 
they  ever  torn  it  in  pieces  with  internal 
schisms?  Have  they  ever,  I  ask,  over^ 
thrown  it,  and  with  it  overwheln^ed  the 
sute  itself?  Yet  history  tells  us  that  these 
things  have  been  done  by  other  sects. 
And  I  fancy  it  would  not  be  speaking  very 
wide  of  the  hd  to  sav  that  in  such  doings 
almost  every  other  leading  religious  sect 
had  a  hand  except  the  (Suholics  alone* 
Nay,  it  is  thought  by  some,  that  in  the 
present  day  there  be  perils  more  near  the 
bosom  of  the  Establishment  than  any 
which  can  be  tven  pretended  to  menaco 
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her  from  the  Romish  faith.  I  have  heard 
of  Methodists,  and  of  parties  springing  up 
within  the  pale  of  the  Church,  whose  pro- 
ceedings excited  her  livelier  fears  for  her 
safety  than  any  which  the  great  necessities 
of  the  present  argument  have  conjured  up. 
To  all  those  quarters  the  learned  judge 
shots  his  eyes.  Do  I  then  feel  apprehen- 
sions from  them  ?  Am  I  telling  you  the 
€hurch  is  in  danger  from  the  Protestant 
sects  either  without  her  circle  or  in  it? 
No  such  thing.  I  can  see  no  risk  to  her 
while  the  laws  protect  and  endow  her ;  and 
while  those  laws  are  ohserfed,  1  can  feel 
no  alarm  from  Dissenters,  or  Methodists, 
or  any  other  class  of  the  religioos  world. 
From  universal  toleration,  and  even  liheral 
kindness  to  all  sects,  I  can  conceive  no 
possible  danger  to  ensue.  But  from  an 
opposite  line  of  conduct,  from  singling  out 
one  sect  and  running  it  down,  from  con* 
fining  your  intolefiance  to  a  single  sect, 
and  that  a  far  more  numerous  and  more 
powerful  one  than  all  the  rest  together,  or 
from  capriciously  granting  it  certain  im- 
munities, and  unreasonably  withholding 
others,  I  confess  I  can  see  probable  dan- 

fers ;  and  from  no  one  mode  of  treatment 
o  I  conceive  such  dangers  more  likely  to 
tesult  than  from  the  strange  perversion  of 
^ct,  and  that  utter  blindness  to  all  history, 
and  of  every  day's  experience,  which 
leads  some  men  to  cry  out  when  they  have 
no  other  ground  whereupon  to  justify  their 
conduct  towards  that  one  sect — that  the 
Church  is  safe  on  all  its  other  quarters, 
and  only  in  danger  from  them. 

I  must  yet  advert  to  another  topic  vrged 
by  the  learned  judge,  because  it  struck 
me  as  novel,  at  least  from  the  extent  to 
Hirhich  it  waa  preued,  and  the  opennesa 
with  which  its  principles  were  avowed. 
He  talked  of  a  kind  of  right  pos- 
sessed  by  the  members  of  the  Protestant 
Xiommunion  aver  the  legislature-«-that  a 
sort  of  implied  condition  (if  I  rightly  un« 
derstood  him,)  under  which  they  became 
attached  to  that  communion,  should  not  be 
broken.— Thif  condition  it  seems,  is  that 
a  man  worships  God  in  a  certain  way, 
\inder  the  assurance  that  this  mode  of 
faith  shall  secure  to  him  certain  privileges 
and  (for  without  this  addition  the  argih- 
nient  has  no  sort  of  application,)  that 
those  privileges  shall  not  be  extended  to 
others  of  a  different  persuasion.  Here  is 
a  sweeping  principle  with  a  vengeance ! 
Here  is  a  new  light  indeed,  let  in  upon  us 
to  shew  the  true  foundations  of  religious 
belief !  Why,  is  it  to  be  maintained  that 


men  attach  themselves  to  the  Ptotcttaiil 
faith  from  motives  like  these  ?  Is  it^  at  any 
rate,  to  be  said  openly,  and  in  plain  temi^ 
that  a(s  we  worship  according  to  the  litorgjr 
of  the  English  cnurch,  and  give  car  an* 
swers  to  the  catechism  of  the  Westminater 
assembly*  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  thm 
immunities  of  the  Protestant  communioo  ; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  imnen 
thing  from  which  others  are  debarred^ 
therefore  the  government  breaks  faitk 
with  us,  if,  after  we  have  entered  iqMNi 
those  offices  of  religion,  with  such  pnm 
and  spiritual  views,  it  extends  the  -nmm 
immunities  to  others,  and  leaves  ns  witb* 
out  our  distinctive  badges  oi  political  pre- 
ference  and  favour  ?  Mally,  Sir,  I  haa  aU 
ways,  in  the  simpleness  of  my  htait* 
fancied,  that  when  I  worshipped  God,  ea  n 
member  of  the  English  Church,  I  did  mi 
with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  my  aoel,  and 
from  a  conscientious  conviction  that  im 
doctrines  were  true,  and  that  all  other 
were  erroneous.  I  had  vainly,  as  it  noir 
appears,  imagined  that  my  only  motive 
for  preferring  this  form  of  fisitlC  waa  my 
belief  that  it  was  the  scriptural  one ;  a  be« 
lief  wholly  involuntary  on  my  part^  and 
which  I  entertained  becanse  my  roMOft 
led  me  to  it ;  not  because  certain  polilicaU 
secular  advantages  were  annexed  to  it,  oe 
rather  to  the  outward  profession  of  it ;  tad 
as  for  supposing  that  any  condition  conlA 
be  broken  with  me,  by  the  goivenimenl 
doing  any  one  act  of  any  kind  wfaatsoe(ver« 
such  a  thought  never  could  have  entered  my 
mind,  because  I  chose  that  fona  of  wonhip 
without  any  reference  to  temporal  mntlarB 
at  all*  The  learned  judge  haa  indeed  ceat  a 
new  light  on  this  subject.  According  ta 
him,  men  believe  and  worship,  as  tbi&f 
strike  a  bargain,  voluntarily  on  oeclaia 
conditions  precedent  for  valuable  eonts« 
derations,  or  rather  for  considerations  of 
no  value  at  all,  unless  the  gratificatioa  of  a 
splenetic  and  exclusive  spirit  he  an  object 
of  worth  in  Cluristian  eyea.  The  plabi 
English  of  all  this,  however,  is  abondanHy 
obvious.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  proselytisna 
by  wholesale.  It  is  a  new  view  of  the 
code  of  penalty  and  persecution.  &  ie  an 
avowal  far  more  open  and  undisgniMd 
than  has  heretofore  been  mad^  and  wbieb 
we  shall  do  well  hereafter  to  Imp  in  nsin^ 
that  the  main  use  of  the  restrictive  lavrt  ii 
to  induce,  or  compel  men  to  leave  their 
own  faith,  but  not  from  persuasion  of  ita 
errors,  and  betake  themselves  to  ours,  bat 
not  from  conversion  to  its  troths.  This^  Ibe 
genuine  language  of  psosely  tins,  tbo 
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gaage  of  that  bigotry  Which  we  hear  in  the 
▼ery  same  speech  too,  ascribed  to  the  Ca^ 
tholics  as  the  peculiar  characteristic  of 
their  sect,  was  nerer  yet,  I  ventore  th 
pronounce,  uttered  more  plainly  by  any 
komanbt,  mitred  or  cowled,  who  erer  pro^ 
molgated  his  anathemas  from  a  coandl^ 
or  mattered  the  incantations  of  his  supers 
•tition  in  a  cloister* 

From  this  part  of  his  argoment  the 
learned  judge  then  passed  to  the  moai  Irite 
of  all  the  topics  ever  urged  against  as— ^ 
topic  so  worn  o«t  by  repetition^  that  net 
even  his  ingenuity  and  eloqaeace  conld 
lend  it  anv  new  grace.  I  allodei  Sir^  te 
the  notable  distinction  which  is  always 
taken  between  toleration  and  pewor^  and 
Sounded  upon  a  false  and  hollow  pretence 
that  the  Catholics  are  claiming  not  merely 
freedom  frx>m  persecution,  bet  a  sbafe  of 
pririleges,  and  the  gratiSeatioil  of  ambU 
tion.  In  the  same  sphrit  tile  ridit  hoA. 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Yorke,)  who  feUowed 
aim,  asserted  roundly  that  this  is  a  qoee^ 
timi  only  interesting  to  a  fisw  CiAhelic 
peers  and  wealthy  conuBteeiBi  but  one  in 
which  the  body  of  the  Irish  people  ha¥e 
no  sort  of  ceocem.  Sir,  I  maintain  tef^ 
lessly  the  opposite  opinienb  I  appeal«ta 
my  honouiable  friends  arovnd  me>  who 
from  local  connezions,  from  hitimate  ao^ 
ffuaintaace  with  Ireland,  most  oeeda  bt 
best  informed  of  the  state  of  her  people  ; 
and  I  call  upon  them  to  say  whether  any 
thing  can  be  conceived  more  unfoanded 
than  the  assertion,  that  the  great  bulk  of 
the  Irish  people -are  not  arocted  by  the 
penal  laws,  and  feel  no  desire  to  get  rid  of 
those  degrading  restraints  imder  which 
they  now  labour.  Btit  it  seems  all  this  is 
mere  ambition.  Good  God  !  is  it  amh» 
tion  that  prompts  a  poor  peasant  as  retail 
trader  to  wish  for  the  power  of  carrying 
bis  goods  to  market  toll  free/  or  at  least 
pacing  the  same  toll  with  his  Pfolestaat 
neighbours  ?  Is  it  amhitkm  ^^  desire, 
when  tried  for  his  life,  the  chance  of  eymi 
jostice,  which  arises  front  hammff  a  jnrr 
partly  composed  of  his  ownrre^on?  Is 
the  demand  of  the  common  bennits  of  the 
constitution,  the  trial  by  jury  so  josdy 
dear  to  Englishmen,  stigmatised  in  tiie 
Irish  Catholics  as  an  overweeainff  Vu/t  of 
power  ?  I  will  go  no  farther  titan  this 
point.  I  SMghA  ennmerate  many  of  the 
vightff  now  doiied  t(r  Catholics^  and  ask  if 
it  be  seeking  denrinioa  to  desire  the  reslo> 
retion  of  them  ^  hist  I  will  sisp  bste,  h#- 
oause  whea  I  take  mf  aHauA  on  trial  fry 
jnry«<  i  know  I  ocoopf  sir 
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gmmdi  Whtft  then  is  it  th«  CathoHoi 
no#  eqioy  of  this  sm»ed  EligKsh  right  ?  I 
will  grant  that  in  ordinary  oaies  £t  Piro)* 
testant  sheriff,  (for  Pkolestant  he  nost  b^) 
may  retnm  a  panliel  composed  fltirljr 
enough  of  CathoKos  and  Protestants*  1 
may  admit  that  in  eases  where  it  siflri^ 
fies  nothing  bow  the  jury  iscomposs£  il 
will  b^  foirly  selected,  that  where  there  Is 
no  tmmm  to  fear  partiality  or  ibjastlcOf  Hi 
attempt  will  be  tnade  to  pick  the  prnMl 
and  earelede  the  Gathdlics.  But  I  deoMUid 
tosoe  one  iiMtanoo  ki  which  there  was  t 
difficult  or  delicate  question  between  pflfs 
ties  of  opposite  sseti^  inifoMngor  hafwinf 
up6n  T^ligiow  difortfities,  or  poHtfcul  fm^ 
ittgsceinioeted  with  matters  of  faith,  and 
the  jury  was  feirly  ohsssn  from  the  twd 
sscts^  I  go  fo^rtbor*  I  demand  the  iiU 
stance  of  this  deseriptien.  In  whkh  the 
riMttff  has  put  Catholics  on  the  psmiob 
Why4  Mk^  do  gentlemen  prias  the  trial  bt 
jory  aboTo  all  the  other  blawhigs  of  theif 
free  eonstitatiott  ?  Not  sa#ely,  because  fal 
the  orduiary  qasstions  ofproperty,  twelf« 
aninfermed  men  are  ntier  to  deddo 
than  a  beneb  of  letened  judg^.  No^Sh; 
aor  yet  heolMse  wsacll  osasmoa  cases  tli4 
twehra  men  Iva  omble  of  dodditog  so  wdl 
as  the  jadges*  Bat  still  thd  method  if 
trial  is  lassilmabley  for  a  OMSt  suftilsm 
reason^  beoaose  eeery  aow  atfd  thear  a 
question  otcari^  where  seme  bias  mi^ 
eaist  in  the  judgs^s  ariodi  where  his  feet 
lags  amy  be  swayed  by  the  iniuence  of  thi 
crewa  which  appomted  him;  where  hk 
connection  #ith  the  people  isteo  slendar 
to  inspire  him  widi  the  proper  feeUagif 
where  the  habits  of  his  professioa,  or  tb4' 
ptsjadicas  of  hn  raah  mey  interfere  widi 
the  foil  dischsfge  of  his  high  fonctioni. 
Tbea  It  is^n  t^  nur4  and  act  in  theordfi- 
Barv  case^-A-that  the  iaterpOsHion  of  a  jurf 
is  taooght,  and  rightly  thought,  to  corrett 
the  so^»^sed  pertiafitlesof  the  judge/  o»  lb 
sapply  the  piaper  feelmgs ;  and  whethisr 
by  checking  or  by  preanptiag,  to  fSiiof% 
to.  the  scales  of  OTon  headed  justly,  their 
dae  hrct4  New  in  all  each  csaes,  that  h 
to  say,  in  the  Tory  cases  for  Which  the  b^ 
nefim  of  javy  irlal  are  ealoahited  ;  ia  thi 
only  dates,  ia  whichy  aecordlag  fo  sonild, 
jnrj  trlsl  is  a  roil  good;  in  ih^Mriy  csssi 
ID  whieb,  bry  the  adoiissleii  of  most  ra#> 
soners,  tUs  mode  of  administering  jMM 
BwMly  aaeze!tf|>tioMblej  in  the  enlr 
cise%  in  whld^  bV  the  eunfessioii  of  al>,  it 
B  pfodoe#r«  of  tia  greatest  benefits ;  tha 
Ossiiolie  ei^oys  itaa»;  ho  ii  tried  only  bj^ 
afcao  to  Miftlth'j  by  enwrtiii  of  hig  ordii^? 
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by  members  of  the  body  whom  this  very 
distinction^  and  others  of  the  same  odious 
and  stigmatising  nature  have  rendered  se- 
parate from,  and  hostile  to  his  class ;  he 
enjoys  not  the  privilege  granted  by  our 
justice  to  every  foreigner  who  transgresses 
our  laws,  that  of  being  judged  by  persons 
tolerably  impartial  to  his  race. 

But  is  it  mere  ambition— mere  love  of 
power,  which  makes  Catholics  wish  to 
have  the  doors  of   trading   corporations 
flung  open  to  them  ?    Is  it  even  a  culpable 
desire  of  power  to  covet  relief  from  the 
stigma  which  at  present  points  them  out  as 
the  only  persons  in  the  state  unfit  to  be  in- 
trusted with  places  of  confidence  and  ho- 
nour ?     And  here  let  me  say  one  word  of 
the  elective  franchise  as  now  enjoyed  by 
them.     They  have  obtained,  we  are  told, 
quite  enough   in  possessing  the  right  to 
elect;  it  signifies  little  to  shew  whether 
their  representatives  be  Protestant  or  Ca- 
tholic.    What,  Sir  !  is  it  of  no  importance 
to  the  right  of  election,  that  the  choice  is 
hampered?     Has  freedom  of  chusing no- 
thing to  do  with  the  option  of  selecting 
whom  you   please  ?     Is  it  quite  the  same 
thing  to  be  told  I  may  pitch  upon  any 
body  I  think  proper  without  exception ; 
and  to  be  told  I  must  confine  myself  to 
one  class  which  another  points  out  to  me  ? 
And  what  is  the   limitation  in  question  ? 
What  is  the  exception  ?     Who  are  they 
from  amongst  whom  I  may  not  chuse  my 
representative?     Why,  exactly  those   of 
my  own  order;    those  who  profess  the 
same  religion  with  myself!     And  upon 
what  is  this  restriction  founded  ?     What  is 
the  reason  given  for  not  allowing  me  to 
look  among  them  for  my  representative  ? 
Precisely   because  they  are  of  the  same 
class  and   religion  !     Good  God !    is  this 
nothing?     Is  this  no  atigma?     Is  there 
nothing  hateful  and  humbling  in  this? 
Sir,  it  is  this  stigma,  this  useless,  this  need- 
less, this  odious  stigma,  which,  while  it  im- 
prints a  mark  of  suspicion  upon  the  Catho- 
lics, affords  no  security  to  the  Protestants ; 
but  like  all  the  other  inventions  of  the  per- 
secuting   code,  irritates    every  generous 
feeling,  rouses  each  evil  pasion,  insulates 
the  degraded  sect,  and  points  its  animosi- 
ties against  the  favoured  order,  whom  it 
opposes  at  once  to  be  hated  and  over- 
thrown. 

The  learned  judge  has  many  fears,  it 
seems,  from  the  spiritual  ascendancy  of  the 
Roman  priesthood,  including  the  head  of 
that  hierarchy ;  and  he  has  worked  himself 
up  to  a  persuasion,  that  were  the  penalties 


repealed,  we  should  see  that  over-bearing 
influence  of  the  Papacy  revived,  which 
distinguished  and  disgraced  former  agea. 
But  to  make  good  his  assertions,  he  must 
not  only  shew  the  existence  of  groonda  of 
apprehension  from  that  quarter ;  he  miiit 
execute  a  still  more  difficult  task;    he 
must  prove  that  the  continuance  of  the 
penalties  removes  those  grounds ;  he  moat 
prove  that  the  persecution  which  degrades 
and  separates  the  Catholics,  which  throws 
them  into  the  arms  of  their  priests  by  op- 
posing and  irritating  them ;    secorea  the 
establishment  from  the  power  of   those 
priests  working  through  those  flocks.    I 
need  not  refer  to  the  securities  ofiered  by 
the  tests  which  you  have  imposed ;    the 
oaths  which  all  the  Catholics  willingly, 
cheerfully    take;     and    the    decknokMi 
which  they  heartily  subscribe,  that  **  there 
is  no  article  of  their  faith  which  binds  theoi 
to  believe  that  the  Pope  possess^  any 
temporal  power,  superiority,  or    ascen* 
dancy,  directly  or  indirectly,  that  can,  m 
any  way,  affect  their  allegiance  to  the 
state."    But  what  further  security  does 
the  learned  judge  offer  us  ?     He  is  for  per- 
petuating a  system  of  tests  and  disonalifi- 
cations,  which  exasperates  as  mocn  as  it 
oppresses,  but  does  not  at  ail  weaken  or 
disarm,  and  which  must  dispose  all  who 
have  taken  these  oaths  to  break  them.  An 
intimate  union,  he  says,  will  still  sobaist 
between  the  Pope  and  the  priesthood,  and 
between  the  priests  and  the  Irish  peasan- 
try.   Is  there  less  of  this  union,  this  chain 
of  influence  and  spiritual  ascendancy  at 
the  present  moment  ?    The  learned  judge 
constantly  forgets  that  in  order  to  scare  os 
from  emancipating  the  Catholics,  by  toch 
stories  of  danger  from  their  hierarchy,  he 
must  both  shew  us  the  ground  for  such 
fears,  and  prove  that  by  leaving  niatten 
as  they  now  stand,  the  danger,  whatever 
it  may  be,  will  vanish. 

The  learned  judge,  after  enlarging  -so 
amply  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  was 
pleased  to  express  his  no  small  indignatioa 
at  the  constant  renewal  of  the  discossioQ 
in  this  House ;  and  he  called  upon  os  on 
this  side  to  give  peace  to  the  empire,  by 
suffering  the  subject  to  lie  at  real  fbr  ail 
indefinite  period  of  time.  This  is  bia 
recipe  for  conciliation,  by  which  he  seri- 
ously hopes,  it  seems,  to  lull  all  sects  into 
tranquillity.  I  fear,  however.  Sir,  that 
there  is  another  party  to  be  consult^  be* 
fore  this  notable  compromise  can  be 
effected.  What  wonld  he  think,  fbr  in- 
stance, of  first  having  the  consent  of  tht 
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Catholics  themaeWes,  the  petitiooeri  now 
before  the  House^  and  whose  application 
to  us  brings  forward  the  present  discus- 
sion ?  Does  he  not  suppose  that  their 
assent  is  to  the  full  as  essential  as  that  of 
any  set  of  men  in  this  House  ?  Why,  Sir, 
no  party,  not  parliament  itself  can  set  this 
great  question  at  rest  in  any  way  but  one, 
and  that  is  granting  the  object  so  justly 
and  rightfully,  yet  so  respectfully  de» 
manded.  We  may  remain  silent,  but  will 
the  Catholics  be  satisfied  with  our  neglect, 
and  keep  quiet  in  imitation  of  u%?  Yon 
may  send  them  from  your  bar  not  merely 
unredressed,  but  unheard  ;-^yoa  may 
fling  their  Petitions  over  your  table;— 
you  may  reject  every  proposition  that  is 
made  by  their  friends,  as  well  as  every 
prayer  urged  by  themselves.  But  how 
are  you  sure  that  they  will  be  quiet  after 
all  r  If  they  find  his  Majesqr's  ministen 
year  after  year  p6ttingthemofll,onderevery 
change  of  government,  under  all  changes 
even  of  the  dynasty  occupying  the  throne^ 
conspiring  against  their  claims :  if,  from  day 
to  day  they  hear  you  tell  tbem  <'be  quiet, 
for  we  cannot  entertain  the  question  now ;'' 
—-if  they  see  plainly  that  this  '*  now"  is  to 
last  indefinitely,  and  that  in  truth  it  means 
*'  we  cannot  hear  you  ever;"  nay,  when 
the  learned  judge,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  unite  in  giving  it  this  verv 
interpretation,  can  you  imagine  they  will 
be  satisfied  merely  because  you  wish  it, 
or  will  cease  to  seek  relief  because  you 
refuse  it  to  them  repeatedly  ?  Sir,  if  you 
seek  for  quiet  on  this  question,  you  must 
pursue  it  by  a  far  different  track ;— you 
must  open  your  ears  to  their  just  com- 
plaints ;— you  must  look  into  the  cause  of 
the  evils  complained  of  in  all  the  preced- 
ing Petitions  of  the  Catholics,  and  in  the 
repeated  d iscussions  of  their  claims.  Thai 
cause  stares  you  in  the  fiice,  and  you  have 
no  pretence  left  for  not  seeing  it ;— >that 
cause  is  the  disgusting  cause  which  has  so 
long  split  Ireland  into  unnatural  divisions, 
setting  man  against  man,  and  forcing  one 
fourth  part  of  her  people  to  be  the  oppres- 
sors of  the  other  three- fourths,  whom  it 
places  in  a  state  of  degradation.  Hence  it  is 
*that  you  have  year  after  year  Petitions 
poured  in  upon  you;— hence  it  is  that 
they  now  crowd  your  tables— «nd  yet  we 
are  to  be  told  that  this  is  the  time,  in  the 
last  crisis  of  the  country's  fate,  for  refus- 
ing even  to  hear  their  prayers,  and  ask 
oursdves  if  we  can  grant  them.  Instead 
of  shuddering  at  the  prospect  before  us, 
should  we  persist  in  turning  a  deaf  ear  to 
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sach  righteous  complaints,  we  are  bid  to 
call  our  Catholic  fellow-subjects  onreo* 
sonable,  presumptuous,  ambitious  for  pre* 
ferring  them  in  the  language  of  respecUU 
Petition  ;— -for  making  thu  last  effort  to 
be  admitted  within  the  pale  of  the  con* 
■titution. 

But  how.  Sir,  were  these  men  treated 
when  the  Union  wu  in  neffociation,  and 
their  concurrence  was  asked  in  a  measoro 
allowed  by  all  to  have  been  impracticablo , 
without  their  co-operation?  Thev  were 
told  by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  then 
the  organ  of  the  administration  in  Ireland^ 
that  nnless  the  Union  were  carried  it  was 
vain  to  ezpecttheir  claims  could  be  granted, 
bot  that  M  soon  as  their  consent  should  bo 
gained,  and  the  measure  bad  been  carried 
which  Uieir resistance  bad  utterly  frustrated 
the  year  before  the  force  of  the  govern* 
ment  would  be  exerted  in  their  behalf,  and 
they  might  expect  all  those  bpoos,  (ae 
thejr  were  termed,)  but  I  will  give  them 
their  tnie  name,  and  call  them  rights* 
would  be  conceded.  Nor  wti  tbb  alL 
To  recommend  the  meesore  still  further, 
and  more  firmly  to  bind  the  pledge,  a 
learned  person  published  an  address  to  the 
Catholics,  exhortingr  them  to  popport 
the  Union,  and  holding  out  the  same 
gladdening  promises.  This  learned  cha- 
racter appears  from  his  tone  and  manner 
to  have  been  connected  with  the  Castle, 
and  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  then  its 
organ.  He  was  probably  some  literary 
aiul  legal  gentleman,  under  his  im* 
mediate  patronage,  and  employed  by  him 
for  the  promotion  of  his  favourite  scneme. 
In  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  he  pub« 
lished  a  pamplilet,  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand.  His  name  is  affixed  to  it ;  and^ 
by  rather  a  whimsical  coincidence,  it 
agrees  precisely  with  that  of  the  learned 
and  right  honourahle  doctor  opposite,  for 
it  is  signed  "  Patrick  Duigenan,  LX.  D«" 
I  cannot,  indeed,  for  a  moment  suppose 
the  learned  civilian  to  have  been  the  ac* 
toal  author  after  all  the  doctrines  diame* 
trically  opposite  which  I  have  so  often  and 
so  steadily  heard  him  deliver  in  this 
House,  in  truth  no  farther  back  than  last 
night.  But  to  return  to  his  ingenious 
namesake,  the  iUvt  of  the  noble  lord  and 
the  Castle,  he  thns  addresses  the  Irish  Ca-^ 
tholics — "  Were  you  one  people,  the  pre- 
ponderance of  Protestant  interest  would 
be  so  great  in  the  United  Empire,  that 
the  distinctiens  between  Protestant  and 
Catholic  might  safely  be  removed,  all  ri* 
vdfhipWDoTd  oelMe,  end  it  would  bene 
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longer  neceuary  to  dbable  the  Romanists 
by  any  laws  wbatever/'  Thus  far  the 
other  doctor  Duigenan,  the  doctor  of  1 800, 
with  whom  I  hate  the  happiness  and  ho- 
nour of  an  entire  concurrence  in  opinion, 
in  proportion  as  I  widely  differ  from  the 
other  luminary  of  that  name,  the  right 
honourable  civilian  of  1S12.  Well,  bir, 
on  the  faith  of  such  hopes,  so  held  out,  the 
Bomanists  did  concur,  and  the  Union  was 
carried.  As  if  these  promises  were  in- 
safficient,  other  pledges  were  given  by 
lord  Cornwallis,  a  man  never  to  be  named 
either  upon  matters  of  Irish  interests,  or  in 
relation  to  oar  vast  dominions  in  the  East, 
withoat  the  deepest  respect— a  name  dear 
to  every  Irishman  as  synonymous  with 
conciliation  and  justice.  He  told  the  Ca- 
tholics that  the  ground  on  which  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  colleagues  had  retired  from  power, 
was  their  inability  to  carry  forward  the 
question  as  a  government  measure ;  and 
that  feeling  themselves  unable  to  redeem 
their  pledges,  they  had  not  only  relin- 
quished ofioce,  bat  were  resolved  never  to 
resume  it,  withoat  obtaining  this  power  of 
redemption.  Mr.  Pitt  did  return  to  office 
without  that  power.  Now  began  that  se- 
ries of  Petitions  which  year  after  year 
have  been  presented  to  parliament,  in  a 
number  and  variety  rapidly  increasing,  and 
in  each  succeeding  year,  I  feel  joy  and 
glory  in  thinking,  with  augmented  and 
augmenting  success. 

Sir,  various  obstacles,  real  or  pretended, 
have  stood  in  the  way  of  their  complete 
triumph,  both  in  the  councils  of  the  sove- 
reign, and  in  the  great  cooncil  of  the  na- 
tion* Among  others,  the  religious  scruples 
of  the  monarch  were  held  out  ostenta- 
tiously, as  an  insurmountable  barrier,  and 
they  were  met  by  a  corresponding  delicacy 
on  the  part  of  this  House.  But  though  I 
for  one  have  thought  that  a  nu>re  un- 
constitutional view  could  not  be  taken  of 
any  subject,  though  I  would  at  any  time 
sooner  have  cot  off  my  right  hand,  than 
be  a  party  to  the  surrender  of  the  free  ex- 
ercise q£  oar  duties,  as  a  branch  of  the  le- 
gislatore^  to  a  waiver  of  oar  own  opinions 
upon  a  great  national  question  because 
another  branch,,  becanse  in  plain  English 
the  King  held  certain  feehngs  upon  it ; 
though  I  should  be  found  the  very  last  to 
relinquish  my^  own  opinion,  and  betcay 
my  trust,  for  such  vile  considerations  as 
thid,  yet  I  did  feel  prone  under  existhng 
chrcumstances  to  make  some  little  allow- 
ance for  the  feelings  of  tBndeme8»  with 
which  nose  men  Hemed  diipeeed  tQ»  ttftat 
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real  and  conscientious  scruples  of  the  i 
reign.  But  of  these  let  us  hear  no  more; 
their  time  is  past  and  gone.  Whatever  it 
may  be,  this  is  not  the  sera  of  religioua 
niceties  and  tender  consciences :  all  those 
things  have  vanished;  or  if  they  exist* 
they  are  confined  to  the  sick  imaginatioa 
of  the  monarch,  and  aflfbrd  no  longer  any 
pretence  for  the  mockery  of  reason^  the 
affected  delicacy  of  feeling  which  tome 
men  have  found  convenient  for  other  par^ 
poses,  to  interfere  between  Ireland  and 
her  rights;  and  to  use  as  a  covering  for 
their  own  apostacy  from  their  earlier 
principles.  No  man  is  now  to>  be  ibnnd 
gifted  with  the  prodigious  impudence  re^ 
quired  to  set  up  again,  under  the  present 
rule,  the  same  empty  shadow  which  so 
long  misled  ui.  While  there  was  any 
ground  for  it,  what  language  used  the 
Irish  to  hear  from  the  highest  quarter  ?  I 
speak  in  the  presence  of  those  who  li^ 
tened  to  the  comforting  story,  and  can  at 
once  stop  me  if  I  mis-state  it.  What  were 
those  words  ?  *'  Repress  your  just  and  na* 
tural  eagerness :  wait,  4>nly  wait  for  m 
little  while,  and  your  utmost  wishes  shall 
be  gratified.  The  relation  of  father  and 
son  at  present,  and  under  existing  circma* 
stances,  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  move; 
but  I  am  your  firm  friend,  and  when  those 
obstacles  shall  be  removed,  on  me  yoe 
may  surely  reckon/'  Now,  then,  these 
obstacles  are  all  removed.  £very  scmple, 
every  feeling,  inconsistent  with  the  mani- 
iesiation  of  this  firm  friendship,  is  fled  and 
the  Irish  Catholic  turns  his  eyes  towards 
that  high  quarter  where  so  many  hopes 
had  been  taught  to  center;  where  kind- 
nesses, I  can  scarcely  say  mutual  kind* 
nesses,  but  where  the  remembraeces  of 
favours  bestowed  taught  him  to  look  fiir 
princely  gratitude.  Once  more  to  his 
confusion  he  hears  of  obstacles^  and  ieeW 
ings,  and  scruples.  Oace  more  he  is  told 
of  those  eternally  existing  circamstances^ 
and  he  finds  that  exist  they  will  until  they 
shall  have  brought  the  existence  of  the 
empire  ta  a  close !  Where  then  shall  the 
Irish  now  look  ?  After  a  series  of  delejs^ 
and  pretences,  and  imposteres,  after  aaf^ 
fering  firom  every  changeonly  new  indtp 
nitks  and  less  bearable  disappointments^ 
after  a  long  succewion  of  oppression^end* 
ing  in  still  more  intolerable  slights  and  in^ 
suits,*  promises  broken^  pledges  forfeited^ 
assurances  denied,  IriendshifM-  and  fevonra 
forgotten,  enemies  and  indignities  fiw^ 
ff i^en— 4Aer  the  real  ^  eariy  iriettds/'  Uie 
MsifriMids  ef  i7d9»  the  w«n»  and  steady 
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to  an  tpprof  ing  ^oiioiry,  ihat  with  ftd* 


bemrU  of  Ireland  have  been  thrown  oi& 
such  friendships  as  these  slighted,  socli 
aflections  contemned,  the  people  of  that 
injured  country  come««->they  can  only 
come««-to  yon,  and  implore  of  yon  to  re* 
member  the  obligations  which  hate  been 
forgotten  elsewhere.  I  say,  let  them  come 


before  you.    I  say,  in  God's  name  bear'  aome  were  sUU  doing  before tbeireyes»tbi 


them,  suffer  them  to  petition;  nay,  re* 
joice  that  they  siill  do  petitimi,  eocon* 
rage  them  in  persevering ;  shew  them  that 
you  know  your  duty,  though  some  peifOMa 
seem  actually  mad  enough  to  wish  they 
should  forget  theirs ;  prove  to  them  that 
you  know  their  value,  hi  loyaltv  ae  -weli 
as  in  power,  and  that. without bamg  afraid 
of  their  numbers,  ypn  recollect  they  are 
four  millions  of  people.  Iffir,  I  am  not 
using  the  language  of  threat  o^  intimida- 
tion. I  bid  yon  fear,  not  the  nnmben  of 
the  petitioners,  but  the  jnsttee  of  their 
cause.  I  would  haye  yon  to  dread  doing 
injustice,  and  not  the  less  to  dread  it,  bo- 
cause  the  victims  of  it  will  be  a  tbtid  part 
of  your  whole  population.  I  wonid  mvo 
vou  to  pause  before  yon  lop  off  such  a 
branch  of  your  empire,  before  yon  pal^ 
the  right  arm  of  your  power;  and  on  this 
I  will  say  not  a  word  more,  than  that  the 
strength  of  the  Catholics  well  deserves  to 
be  considered  with  respect,  by  tboao  who 
would  treat  their  rights  with  contempt. 

The  learned  judge  conclnded  hie  speech 
with  expressing  a  hope,  in  which  I.  do 
most  cordially  agree,  that  the  gentlMnen 
on  this  side  of  the  House  may  not  nso  this 
great  question  as  the  badge  of  parly,  or 
make  it  the  stepping  stone  to  power.  Bnt 
I  must  take  leave  to  say,  that  the  aly  iii« 
sinuation  which  he  couched  under  that 
hope,  with  the  aeeustomed  doMerity  of 
his  eloquence,  was  to  say  the  lean  of  it 
soperfluous.  My  honourable  friends  near 
me,  and  my  noble  friends  in  another 
Hoi^,  cannot  sorely  be  accnsed  of  having 
so  sported  with  the  interesta  of  their 
country  by  so  dealing  with  tha  Catholic 
claims.  Sir,  it  is  their  sincere  attachment 
to  this  question— it  is  their  refosal  to  aban* 
don  it— it  is  their  positiye  and  repeated 
rejection  of  all  the  ofiere  that  coald  be 
made  to  seduce  them  with  office  awajr 
from  their  principles  on  this  question  ;  it 
is  their  determination  not  to  make  the 
Catholic  cause  a  party  badge  or  a  ladder 
to  power ;  it  is  nothing  in  the  world  bat 
this  that  has  kept  them  out  of  office,  and 
still  excludes  them  from  the  possession  of 
it.  These  principles  they  have  held  fiut 
through  good  and  bad  fortune,  and  shewn 


approi 
ings  of  which  I  verilv  beliefo  tbera  am 
•ome  men  now  in  sight  who  oannot  fimn 
any  conception^  thev  oonld  relinooiib  tha 
actaal  ei^joynant  or  po«ar»  and  torfisit  all 
chance  of  regaining  it»  rather  than  betray 
as  others  had  done  befero  4hemt  and  aa 


great  caoie  of. Ireland  and  of  tbe  empire. 

Sir,  filled  vith  the  same  feeUnga  on  tUa 
momentone  anbject^  I  deemed  it  my  dotj 
to  o£br  ayself  to  yonr  notice  in  tnppoit  of 
the  Totn  I  aaa  prepared  to  givoi  Mtk 
after  tha  epeeck  of  the  leaoied  jote^ 
I  ahonld  not  haw  merited  tba  apnrovMof 
my  own  conscience^  if  I  bad  fiTm  thai 
f  Ota  in  ailen€a» 

Mr./.  £mb  lbiia^,^^r;  Many  nC 
tha  gentlemen  who  ha?a  apoken  in  thia 
debate,  puticnlarly  the  ri|^t  ben.  gentle* 
man  wnointrodnoed  thn  qneatiai^and  tha 
ben,  baronet  who  baa  entered  aa  moeb  al 
large  into  the  viiidicatien  of  Ilia  tanata  of 
tba  Bemhn  Gatbolicay  appear  to  na  tn 
take  for  granted  that  thm  ia  in  tba  Bo* 
man  Catholic  religion  aoaso  gcmeral  ab« 
street  nnyarying  enaracterrtbe  saasa  inidl 
times  and  hi  all  places,  and  that  it  ia  qnitn 
sofficient  for  anr  pnrposa  to  invastigam 
that  character,  in  order  todetannine  wha« 
ther  h  iib  or  ia  not  inr.sasistaniwith  thn 
ezetdee  of  the  dvil  paiwers  of  oar  coaeti* 
tntion. 

Thia  flsoda  of  proceeding  OMeara  to  am 
taUaciana  in  its  princinb,  ana  daagerona 
in  its  cense^oenca..  The  eteiaal  same* 
neas  af  the  Roman  Catholic  religion«whfr» 
tber  nrged  aa  tha  boaat  of  lie  friandsyor  an 
the  tannt  of  ita  opponent^  ia  alike  dests* 
tnte  of  foundation ;— on  the  contrar  v*  all 
history  and  ezperienca  diamonttrate  dhat  ia 
is  susceptible  a£  laAnitn  Tariatv ;  that  ia 
means  not  tha  same  thin^  in  JuiDost  any 
ifero  coantries  at  the  saasa  tima,  nor  in  tlin 
same  eoontry  at  difierent  periods  of  km 
history  ;  and,  in  short,  that  it  ia  aa  mnch 
as  man  himaelf  the  mere  creatnre  of  limea 
and  circnmstancesflaws  andinstitntionst-^ 
I  speak  not  of  its  theoretical  tenets  whicia 
a  decent  pride  o£  consistancy  may  na- 
tvrall^  presence  from  alteration^  bat  of  ita 
practioal  ininence  on  the  moral  and  poln 
tical  condnci  of  its  profosaars,.  which  I 
sfaonld  think  os^y  be  sufficient  ibr  onr  pr^ 
sent  purpose.«-*To  this  point  at  leaat  1 
shaU  confine  my  yiew,  and  leave  their 
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dogmas  and  their  councils  to  an  undis- 
tarbed  and  harmless  repose. 

Considering  Catholicism  under  this  li- 
mitation, I  would  ask  what  it  practically 
means  at  this  moment  in  different  parts  of 
Europe  ? — ^The  experience  of  the  hon. 
baronet  in  its  parent  country  has  no  doubt 
convinced  him  of  the  melancholy  truth, 
that  there  it  amounts,  among  the  upper 
ranks  to  a  widely-extended  Deism,  among 
the  lower  to  a  great  debasement  of  hu- 
man intellect,  and  to  a  very  relaxed  mo- 
rality in  both.  In  Catholic  France,  we 
find  amongst  the  upper  ranks  a  deism 
more  universal  even  than  in  Italy;  but 
amongst  the  middle  as  well  as  the  lower 
classes,  a  liberal  and  enlightened  piety, 
accompanied  by  the  most  perfect  spirit  of 
toleration.  In  Switzerland,  (perhaps  I 
should  here  confine  myself  to  the  Pays 
de  Vaud,)  it  exhibits  in  a  superior  degree 
all  the  excellencies  which  it  can  boast  in 
France,  without  its  blemishes ;  and,  to 
instance  in  a  minor  particular  the  perfect 
spirit  of  moderation  by  which  it  is  there 
distinguished,  it  is  a  fact,  (however  incre- 
dible it  might  sound  in  Ireland),  that  at 
Lausanne,  a  church  which  in  the  morning 
is  the  scene  of  devotion  for  the  Protes- 
tants, serves  at  noon,  without  purification, 
for  the  worship  of  the  mass.  But  be- 
tween the  Catholics  of  Lausanne  and  the 
monks  of  La  Trappe,  or  the  more  practi- 
cal disciples  of  8l  Dominic,  there  is  a 
mighty  interval  :  within  whose  extensive 
limits  there  Is,  however,  not  a  spot  that 
may  not  appropriately  be  filled  by  the 
Catholicism  of  some  country  in  some  pe- 
riod.— It  seems  to  me  then  quite  vain  to 
talk  of  Catholicism  in  the  abstract. — I 
must  look  to  facts,— and  especially  to  its 
real  practical  influence  in  the  country 
now  under  our  consideration. 

The  Catholicism  of  Ireland,  Sir,  appears 
to  me  widely  different  from  any  thing  I 
have  alluded  to ; — and  for  it  I  can  no  more 
find  a  parallel  amongst  the  varieties  of 
other  countries,  than  amongst  their  his- 
tories I  can  find  a  parallel  for  the  history 
of  Ireland. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  tender  ground 
on  which  I  am  about  to  tread ;  but  I  hold 
it  my  bounden  duty  to  have  no  reserve 
upon  this  subject:  and  I  shall  feel  the 
less  anxiety  in  speaking  of  Ireland  as  it  is, 
because  whatever  there  b  in  the  system 
that  I  should  wish  to  see  corrected,  cor- 
rected 1  believe  it  yet  may  be  ;  and  be- 
cause I  attribute  it  not  to  any  eternal  es- 
aence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  nor 


Mr.  Grattm's  Motion  for  a  CommiiUi        [SIS 


to  the  fault  of  the  people ;  (God  forbid !) 
nor  to  this  council  or  to  that,  bat  to  the 
fatal  events  of  Irish  history— bloody  wan, 
alternate  confiscations,  penal  codes,  and 
periodical  rebellions:  and  partly  to  the 
errors  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  partly  to 
the  policy  of  her  great  rival  Phitip;  who 
agreed  at  least  in  this,  that  they  alike 
formed  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the  hatred 
of  the  English  Reformation*  Eiiaabeth 
associated  the  English  sword*  with  the. 
English  Bible,  and  Uught  Ireland  to  detest 
them  both ;  but  Philip  prodpced  a  more 
lasting  impression,  and  it  was  a  measure 
of  his  which  by  its  consequences  stamped 
upon  the  Catholicism  of  Ireland,  a  charac* 
ter  peculiar  to  itself. 

It  was  under  his  auspices,  and  under 
the  immediate  protection  of  his  lieutenant 
the  duke  of  Alva,  that  William  Allen,  an 
Oxford  man,  founded  the  college  -of 
Douay:  thither  resorted  in  the  first  in- 
stance the  banished  Jesuits  of  England  ; 
and  every  one  acquainted  with  the  history 
of  those  times,  will  recollect  that  this 
place  became  the  focus  of  the  plots  against 
the  life  and  government  of  the  queen  of 
England.  It  happened  that  the  succes- 
sor of  the  duke  of  Alva,  influenced  by 
motives  of  which  all  governments,  Protes- 
tant and  Catholic,  are  fertile  in  examples, 
determined  to  overturn  all  the  measures 
of  his  predecessor,  and  in  his  zeal  to  carry 
this  determination  into  efiect,  he  forgot  to 
spare  even  this  college.  The  English  fu- 
gitives became  dispersed  over  every  part 
of  Europe,  they  were  kindly  received  by 
the  Catholic  powers,  then  at  enmity  with 
Elizabeth ;  and  it  was  these  men,  under 
these  auspices,  who  founded  most  of  the 

*  See  the  **  Pacata  Hibemia,''  passim— 
the  Diary  of  the  Lord  President  during 
the  latter  years  of  Elizabeth.  This  work 
exhibits  the  most  faithful  delineatiQi|  of 
the  manners  of  Ireland  and  the  policy  of 
England  at  that  day ;  and  in  these  are 
clearly  to  be  traced  the  true  causes  of  the 
subsequent  rebellion  in  1641,  and  of  many 
other  events  in  Irish  history—the  trans- 
actions which  it  records,  must  be  read  in- 
order  to  be  conceived.  But,  whether  the 
fury  of  the  priests  against  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent, or  that  of  the  Lord  President  against 
the  priests  was  greatest,  is  left  to  the  reader 
to  determine.  Religion  was  the  point  in 
issue,  the  work  of  confiscation  had  scarcely 
commenced. 

This  Work  has  latoly  been  re-puUished 
in  Dublin. 
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leminaries  and  colleges  to  which  Ireland 
has  since  been  indebted  for  the  edocatioil 
of  her  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  The  ge* 
nuine  spirit  of  the  f>arent  college  of  Douav, 
was  long  the  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  these  seminaries,  not  merely  the  enthu- 
siasm of  Jesuits  for  the  propagation  of  their 
faith,  but  a  bitter  recoliectioQ  of  the  causea 
which  had  driyen  their  foundert  Irom 
their  native  land,  a  peculiar,-  traditional 
and  mortal  hostility  to  the  tyrannical  and 
heretical  establishment  of  the  Church  of 
England.  But  even  their  peculiar  hatred 
to  England,  fell  short  of  their  still  more 
peculiar  devotion  to  the  Pope,  thehr  great 
patron  and  protector;  their  attachment  to 
whom  was  left  unchecked  by  any  of  those 
safeguards  and  precautions  which  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  powers  have  found  necessary 
to  multiply  in  the  seminaries  for  .the  edu- 
cation of  their  own  clergy ;  a  jealousy 
which  thefy  all  have  felt,  and  to  the  nature 
of  which  I  shall  presently  have  occasion 
more  particularly  to  refer,  and  which  has 
long  since  reduced  the  reality  of  the  Pope's 
practical  authority  within  very  harrow 
limits  ;  a  jealousy  which  has  perhaps  the 
most  distinguished  the  states  in  which  at 
first  sight  we  should  the  least  expect  to 
find  it,  I  mean  the  states  the  nearest  to  the 
seat  of  Papal  power ;  so  that,  even  before 
the  Italian  conquests  of  Buonaparte,  if 
called  on  to  say  in  what  part  of  Europe 
the  Pope  had  the  least  of  political  autho- 
rity, we  might  have  answered,  amongst 
his  Italian  neighbours,  while,  if  called  on 
to  point  out  the  spot  in  which  he  had  the 
most,  we  must  reply,  in  Ireland,  the  ex* 
treme  western  limb  of  his  spiritual  em- 
pire. 

It  was  to  these  seminaries,  founded  thus 
equally  in  hatred  of  England  and  devo- 
tion to  Rome,  that  Ireland  was  till  lately 
indebted  for  the  education  of  her  priests. 
It  wjis  in  their  bosoms  they  were  to  learn 
to  become  the  faithful  subjects  of  the 
king  of  England,  to  imbibe  hereditary 
respect  for  the  British  constitution,  ana 
hereditary  charity  for  a  British  Protestant; 
and  after  having  been  thus  indebted  to  the 
bounty  of  foreigners  and  enemies  for  this 
salutary  education,  afler  having  passed  in 
a  foreign  land  the  season  of  life  peculiarly 
formed  for  the  reception  of  impressions, 
full  of  foreign  ideas,  prejudices,  and  attach- 
ments, and  after  having  had  their  eyea 
accustomed  to  all  the  pride,  and  pomp, 
and  glorious  circumstance  with  which 
their  religion  is  performed  on  the  cbnti- 
iient,  they  were  to  let  out  on  what  they 
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emphatiGally  termed  their  Iriih  Misriod^ 
that  is,  to  see  theirreligion  in  its  native  lan^» 
not  merely  shorn  of  its  honours,  but,  I  will 
say,  in  times  past  the  peculiar  object  4t 
*'  the  oppressor's  wirong  and  proud  man's 
contumely,''  and  (if  they  could  escaj^ 
transportation  for  the  crime  t>f  landing)  tb 
teach  their  flocks,  groaning  under  penil 
laws,  the  virtue  of  resignation. 

Sir ;  if  that  vras  ind^  the  lesson  which 
they  did  teach,  they  must  previously  haf« 
subdued  in  ttoir  own  breasts  every  paik 
sion,  interest,  prejudice,  and  feeling  of  ho* 
man  nature ;— >if  that  was  indeed  the  le^ 
son  which  they  taught,  be  theirs  the  merit 
of  it — for  Philip  and  the  parliaments  ot 
Ireland  had  alike  provided  for  the  con* 
trary;  If  Philip  ^ould  have  looked  into 
futurity,  what  more  could  his  fondest 
hopes  nave  anticipated  r— Except  that  Um 
priest  should  find  in  the  peasant  an  igno* 
rant  and  a  devoted  pupil  ?  And  here  again 
the  penal  code,  the  faithful  seconder  of 
his  desire^  provided  most  singularly  for 
their  accomplishment ;  for,  while  it  i^ 
cored  the  ipiorance  of  the  peasant,  it  H^ 
cured  no  less  the  authority  of  the  pries^ 
presenting  him  as  the  sole  instructor  of  4 
people  anxious  to  learn,  arraying  hioi 
with  every  character  of  courai^  and  disin* 
terestedness,  (whif  h,  indeed,  it  secured  a|^ 
thefirat  rcN]uisites  of  his  mission,}  and  «x» 
hibiting  him  thus  qualified  to  a  people  pe«ii 
culiarly  disposed  to  value  those  recom* 
mendations. 

And  the  consequences  of  this  whol« 
system  have  been  such  as  might  be  em 
pected-— extraordinary  devotion  of  tho 
clergy  to  the  Pope— extraordinary  dero* 
tion  of  the  people  to  the  clergy :— to  such 
an  extent,  indeed,  that,  I  have  no  hesita*' 
tion  in  saying,  that  in  no  country  have  any 
clercj  ever  had  such  unbounded  power 
of  disposing  of  the  hearts  and  wills  of 
their  flocks,  as  have  had,  and  still  have^ 
the  Roman  Catholic  priests  of  Ireland. 

But  such  a  system  as  I  have  described 
could  not  go  on  for  ever.  The  parliament 
of  Ireland  determined  on  a  change  :—biil' 
to  heal  such  wounds  as  those  of  Ireland* 
was  a  woric  of  difficulty  and  delicacy,  and 
we  may  therefore  perhaps  excuse  them 
for  dieir  unqualified  and  total  failure. 
Untaught  by  experience,  they  overlooked' 
the  true  causes  of  the  evils  which  they^ 
lamented.  They  knew  the  upper  ran|n' 
of  the  Catholics  to  be  liberal  and  loyal,: 
but  they  knew  the  great  mass  of  the  p^ 
pulation,  buried  in  ignorance  and  misery, 
to  entertain  no  very  great  prediledioOi' 
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for  the  Saxon  religion,  or  the  Saxon  name, 
nor  even  mach  of  any  very  filial  affecUon 
for  that  personage  whom  they  acknow- 
ledged as  the  king  of  the  Saxons.  Yet  this 
parliament  proposed  no  bond  between 
that  king  and  that  clergy,  who  could  alone 
dispose  of  the  attachments  of  that  people : 
instead  of  gaining  the  preceptor  or  modi- 
fying bis  lessons,  they  simply  conferred 
great  favours  upon  the  pupil ;  and,  what 
adds  to  the  fatality  of  the  omission  is,  that 
the  very  measures  which  they  then  adopt- 
ed were  destined  at  a  future  time  to  raise 
that  hitherto  neglected  priesthood  to  a  de- 
gree of  real  political  power,  which  was 
then  little  if  at  all  suspected. 

In  short,  the  elective  franchise  was  the 
panacea  of  the  day— -the  universal  reme- 
dy for  every  mischief;  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly conferred  upon  the  Catholic  people. 
Little  was  it  then  foreseen  to  what  an  ex- 
tent this  was  at  a  future  day  to  subvert 
the  maxim  of  the  British  constitution,  of 
proportioning  property  and  power — little 
was  it  foreseen  how  nearly  resembling  to 
universal  suiSrage  was  the  something  which 
it  was  to  introduce,  or  by  whom  that  some- 
thing was  to  be  directed.  It  was  said 
then,  as  it  is  said  now,  "  are  not  the  land- 
lords Protestants,  and  will  not  the  tenants 
vote  with  their  landlords  ?''  Sir,  I  say 
they  have  not  done  so,  and  in  the  hour  of 
real  trial  they  will  not  do  so:— I  have 
myself  seen  the  priest  at  an  election  as- 
sure the  freeholder,  that  the  contest  was 
t^etween  God  and  his  landloi:d,  (I  repeat 
his  words)  and  I  have  seen  the  freeholder 
obedient  to  the  heavenly  oracIe,«-I  have 
seen  the  priests  lead  a  tenantry  almost  to  a 
inan  against  their  landlords.  And  this  is  the 
system  which,  in  the  fashionable  language 
of  the  patriots  of  that  day,  was  an  extension 
to  Ireland  of  the  benefits  of  the  British 
constitution :— this  trampling  of  property 
under  the  feet  of  democracy,  and  sacrifice 
of  both  upon  the  altars  of  an  unestablished 
religion ! 

Sir;  when  the  relaxation  of  the  penal 
code  was  first  thought  of,  then  was  the 
happy  time  to  have  placed  matters  on 
another  footing.  Every  step  taken  then, 
has  but  enhanced  the  difficulty  now.  Had 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  at  that  time  con- 
templated the  question  in  all  its  bearings, 
—had  they  said  to  the  Catholics  at  large, 
'*  we  are  anxious  to  admit  you  within  the 
pale  of  the  constitution — but  there  are 
some  practical  points  which  we  must  first 
dibcuss  with  you, — there  is  something  for 
ywL  10  modify  for  us,  as  well  as  something 


for  us  to  concede  to  you ; — ^the  policy  qf 
our  ancestors  has  fatally  estranged  yo|ir 
clergy  from  the  state,  yet  placed,  witiioiit 
intending  it,  great  influence  in  their  handaj 
—we  propose  to  connect  this  body  witi| 
the  government,  at  lea^t  enough  to  disa* 
nite  them  from  a  foreign  power :— we  do 
not  like  to  see  them  depend  for  sul^sisteiicQ 
upon  the  feelings  of  their  flocks,— we  arc 
ready,  nay,  we  insist  on  paying  them 
stipends  for  their  maintenance : — wq  ob- 
ject  to  their  foreign  education,  but  we 
propose  not  merely  to  educate  them  at 
home,  but  to  secure  by  proper  regolationa 
that  what  is  taught  shall  not  affi>rd  occa- 
sion for  any  reasonable  jealousy  to  pa  :— 
we  eannot  permit  them  to  continae  to 
exercise  a  consistorial  jurisdiction  uoao- 
knowledged  by  our  laws,  and  opposed  to 
their  regulations,  determining  on  marriag^^ 
and  of  course  en  legitimacy,  succession^ 
and  property  :*-they  must  also  co-operate 
with  us  in  dispensing  a  reasonable  system 
of  education  to  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people :''— Sir,  if  thisofler  had  been  made, 
I  feel  confident  it  would  have  been  theii 
accepted.  I  do  not  believe  their  clergj 
would  then  have  been  disposed  to  hesi- 
tate ;  or,  if  they  had,  I  believe  the  uni^ 
versal  feeling  of  their  laity  woald  haTfH 
brought  them  to  compliance;  at  that 
time  when,  in  the  words  of  their  first  Pe- 
tition, they  were  <'  with  hearts  full  of  loy- 
alty, but  overwhelmed  with  affliction  aqfl 
depressed  by  their  calamitous  and  rained 
circumstances.^' 

But  the  Irish  parliament  had  no  such 
views.  T|)ey  proposed  that  this  clergy 
should  take  oaths  and  not  stipends.  They 
left  their  hearts  and  affections,  and  habits 
and  interests,  exactly  where  they  fqimd 
them,  and  threw  the  dodrs  of  the  consti- 
tution open  wide,  just  enough  to  admit  all 
those  from  whom  they  had  any  thing  to 
fear,  but  to  exclude  those  from  whom 
they  had  little  to  apprehend,— and,  con- 
ferring real  power  without  even  nominal 
satisfaction,  they  gave,  as  the  worthy  fi- 
nale of  their  proceeding,  the  power  which 
they  conferred  into  the  hands  of  th<9 
Church  which  they  neglected :  allotting 
exclusion  for  the  aristocracy,  and  power 
for  the  mob,  and  oaths  for  the  priests,  and 
content  for  none. 

And  I  fear  the  cardinal  error  of  their 
preceeding  was,  that  they  rendered  diffi- 
cult, perhaps  unattainable,  the  only  mea- 
sures by  which  their  errors  could  be  cor- 
rected. For  who  is  there  that  supposes 
any  such  arrangements  could  be  eiiected 


917]    on  the  Ramm  CathoUc  Claimi—A^amitid  SAae,    AfbilSI,  1813. 


[918 


non  i  Now,  after  thirty  yean  of  the  in- 
creasing property  and  increasing  power 
of  the  Catholics,  perhaps  of  their  iocreas-- 
ing  prejudices  against  us,  certainly  after 
thirty  yean  of  their  political  exacerha- 
tion.  But,  to  draw  an  inference  on  this 
subject,  we  need  not  dwell  on  general 
principles.  Look  to  their  conduct  on  the 
Veto,  H  matter  which  for  nine  years  they 
were  ready  to  grant,  an  arrangement 
which  their  bishops  under  their  hands 
consented  to  abide  by,  and  which  they 
refuse  to  concede  atpreient:  Why?  Un- 
less because  they  are  determined  to  con- 
cede nothing  } 

I  shall  here  dismiss  the  meuaretof  ibe 
Irish  parliament,  so  far  as  related  to  the 
concession  of  political  power.  ^  im- 
portant branch  of  their  policy  remains  for 
consideration  :  their  remedy  for  the  evils 
of  the  clergy's  foreign  eau'cation.  On 
this  head,  for  thirteen  yean,  afler  admit- 
ting the  Catholics  to  all  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty, they  did  absolnlely  nothing.  At 
last,  in  1795,  they  undertook  the  task. 
But  it  WES  the  misfortune  of  tbtt  time, 
that  the  parliament  was  sBbilantialty  dis- 
inclined to  all  the  details  of  Catholic  ha- 
sinesB.  They  were  indeed  heartily  sick 
of  it,  not  without  cause ;  and  this  part  of 
the  subject  might  have  continued  to  be 
neglected,  if  it  had  not  beeii  forced  upoii 
their  allenilon :  until,  urged  by  clamour 
from  without,  and  influence  from  within, 
they  at  length  did  that  to  which,  perhaps, 
in  their  souls  they  were  arerse,  and  found- 
ed the  college  of  Maynoolb. 

But  this  idea,  so  happily  conceired,  waa 
fatally  marred  in  its  execution.  It  really 
appears  as  if  the  parliament  had  too  lately 
repealed  the  law  which  prohibited  the 
very  existence  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  (anil 
which  had  oETered  rewards,  with  conside- 
rate apportionment,  20i,  for  every  priest, 
but  501.  for  the  discovery  of  a  bishop,)  to 
endure  the  task  of  that  detailed  regulation, 
and  communication  with  that  clergy, 
which  then  became  necessary,  in  order  to 
ensure  the  full  benefits  of  the  institution, 
and  which  thenovelty  of  its  establishment 
was  so  peculiarly  favourable  for  intro- 
ducing. They  gave  money  indeed,  as  was 
then  thought,  in  abundance;  but  ic  was 
with  much  of  the  policv,  and  perhaps  with 
a  little  of  the  temper  nf  the  Egyptians  to 
the  Israelites,  who,  when  snaartiiig  under 
the  calamities  which  they  were'  enduring 
for  having  oppressed  them,  suddenly 
changed  their  plan— gave  them  silver  and 
raiment,  and  said, "  Now  get  yt  ap,  and  | 


go  and  serve  yoor  Gods,  else  w*  be  ill 
dead  men." 

The  first' Act  indeed  of  1795  proVldc^ 
that  certain  of  the  judge*  and  law  officer^ 
ihoald,  in  conjunction  with  several  rt^ 
■pectable  Roman  Catholics,  be  b6th  tm^ 
tees  and  visitors  of  the  college ;  but  even 
this  was  afterwards  abandoDM,  ajid  at  t^ 
time  of  the  Union,  when  it  became  the  ob> 
ject  of  the  government  to  conciliate  the 
Catholics,  a  new  act  of  parliament  vru 
paued,  intituled,  rather  whimsically, "  Ail 
Act  for  the  better  government  of  the  CoU 
legQ  of  Maynooth ;  which  better  govern- 
ment  seems  to  have  consisted  in  this,  ih^ 
the  judges  and  law  officers  were  omitted  li 
trustees  altogether,  and  even  their  visito- 
rial  power  restrained  fir6m  interfering  in 
any  matter  of  discipf iae  or  doctrine  j  thit 
is,  as  appeal  to  me,  in  the  principal  mat- 
ten  for  which  their  visitation  wta  Ilkeljr 
to  be  required.  Sorry  1  ant  that  the  gol 
vernment  should  have  wished  to  conciliate, 
in  such  a  manner,  and  still  more  sorry  that 
the^atboHcs  should  have  considered  thit 
abdication  as  a  matter  to  solicit. 

If  may  be  said,  that  the  interference  of 
a  Protestaht  government  in  a  Catholic  cot> 
lege,  mast  he  a  matter  oF  great  difficulty  j 
but  I  matt  think,  that  ihi^  difficulty  nuU 
onry  in  the  abstract,  and  woald  hire  Ait- 
ippe'ared  if  iiniti  into  f:itedation  in  lUa 
OiBAher  I  tbila  presebtly  alludfe  to. 

The  college  of  Maynooth'  has  now  sab* 
._jted  for  seventeen  years,  and  I  have  nevef 
met  with  itny  person  who  could  inform  me 
of  the  course  of  studies  actti^tly  pursued, 
IJ  this  a  matter  of  no  Gonseqaence  ?  Ditr 
there  ever  exist  even  a  Catholic  govern* 
fflent  who  thought  this  a  matter  hot  necea>' 
kry  to  superintend  J  A  Return,  indeed* 
was  made  a'  few  years  ago,  to  an  Order  of 
this  Honse,  of  the  books  which  form  the' 
basis  of  these  slodies :  amongst  which,  \ 
will  i^aUi^Iy  acknowledge,  I  was  a  little 
siltpriied  to  see  thifc  name  of  Lbcke.  The' 
Return,  however,  goes  on  to  state,  that 
arter  nil,  these  books  are  not  what  is  there 
read,  but  that  the  lecWres  are  delivered', 
from  manuscript  courses,  and  a  reason  U 
issigncd  in  "  the  paucity  of  books." 

Now  I  must  observe,  that  in  the  old  col* 
eges  of  France,  not  merely  is  the  IrisK 
cminaries,  but  in  those  destined  for  the 
;(tucaiion  of  their  own  clergy,  the  mode 
of  io'^lruction  was  entirely  from  writtea 
Durses,  read  by  the  lecturers,  and  talcei^ 
Dwn  by  the  pupils ;  and  as  it  i*s  a  fact  thw 
ime  of  the  principal  professors  a(  May-' 
DOth  were  liot  only  educatt!d,''bai  bhrii  i» 
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France,  it  does  seem  that  it  is  at  least  pos- 
sible, that  a  natural  adherence  to  the  mode 
they  were  themselves  accustomed  to,  may 
be  the  cause  of  their  adhering  to  the  same 
method  in  Ireland,  as  much  as  the  scarcity 
of  Mr.  Locke's  Works.  But  be  the  cause 
what  it  may,  it  is  obvious  that  unless  we 
have  these  written  courses,  we  have  no- 
thing. I  have  already  observed  that  most 
of  the  professors  owe  their  education,  and 
some  their  birth,  to  France*  Surely  they 
could  have  no  objection  to  allow  the  sys- 
tem formerly  adopted  by  the  government 
of  France  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
independence  and  immunities  of  the  Gal- 
lican  Church,  to  be  the  precedent  for  the 
intercourse  between  themselves  and  the 
government  by  which  they  are  supported. 
The  old  government  of  France  was  as  jea- 
lous as  any  Protestants,  of  the  p^uliar 
Roman  doctrines  relating  to  the  authority 
of  the  Pope,  and  to  some  other  matters ; 
these  doctrines  were  designated  by  the  pe- 
culiar name  of  the  Transalpine  doctrines ; 
and  to  keep  them  on  the  other  side  of  -the 
Alps,  was  the  peculiar  care  of  France ; — 
or  rather,  I  should  say,  to  exclude  them 
from  the  colleges  destined  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  their  own  clergy ;  for,  to  enter  the 
seminaries  appropriated  for  the  education 
of  the  Irish,  they  were  allowed  to  pass  the 
Alps,  I  suspect,  as  freely  as  they  please<l. 
To  keep  these  doctrines  from  the  French 
colleges,  a  peculiar  officer  was  appointed, 
whose  business  it  was  to  superintend  the 
written  courses  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  who  was  responsible  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  his  censorship.  In  this  free  coun- 
try, perhaps  the  mere  publicity  of  the 
courses  W(l*ald  answer  every  purpose.  Why 
should  we  not  have  them  on  the  ts^le  of 
the  House,  and  print  them  for  our  in- 
formation ? 

I  have  said  there  is  a  great  ignorance  in 
Ireland  as  to  the  actual  studies  of  May- 
nooth,-— I  will  add  now,  there  is  also  a  great 
curiosity  upon  the  subject;  and  the  cir- 
cumstance of  this  desire  being  left  ungra- 
tified,  allows  the  •nemies  of  the  institu- 
tion, amongst  whom  I  really  believe  there 
are  more  Catholics  than  Protestants,  to 
indulge  their  conjectures  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I  beg  to  be  distinctly  understood 
as  not  pretending  to  cast  any  bUme  upon 
the  actual  nature  of  their  literJiry  pursuits; 
I  acknowledge  entire  ignorance,  in  com- 
mon I  believe  with  every  Protestant,  on 
that  subject.  It  is  of  this  I  complain.  By 
some  I  have  heard  the  studies  represented, 
if  not  as  rery  enlightened,  at  least  as  ?ery 


harmless :  but  others  I  have  heard-with 
equal  confidence  assert,  that  the  courie 
consists  not  of  the  logic  of  Mr.  Locke,  bat 
of  that  logic  which  his  writings  oyertamed^ 
curiously  compounded  with  the  theology 
of  the  Jesuits,  and  both  administered  ander 
the  discipline  of  Sparta ;  with  the  object 
that  the  pupils  shall  laboriously  be  taught 
to  be  Ignorant,  and  that  a  safe  and  final 
asylum  shall  be  provided  in  Maynooth  for 
those  doctrines,  to  which  Buonaparte  and 
(he  nineteenth  century  allow  no  other  re- 
fuge in  the  world. 

When  the  question  ot  increased  grants 
shall  next  come  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  this  subject  may  perhaps  be 
profitably  considered.  Surely,  if  parlia* 
ment  should  conGne  its  investigation  to 
the  mere  quantity  of  priests  necessary, 
without  any  reference  to  their  quality,  it 
will  leave  the  best  half  of  its  duties  unper* 
formed. 

On  the  whole,  then,  being  greatly  dia- 
satistied  at  the  present  footing  on  which 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  stands  in  Ire* 
land,  and  being  fully  aware  of  its  prodi- 
gious influence,  I  can  never  advert  to  the 
prayer  of  the  Petition,  without  thinking 
the  whole  policy  of  the  question  to  be  in- 
volved in  this  consideration.  I  would  with 
distinctly  to  be  understood, as  not  adverting 
to  their  religious  tenets,  considered  as  mat- 
ters between  man  and  his  Creator; — with 
them  I  have  not  the  least  concern  :  I  look 
solely  to  their  political  situation ;  a  sitaa* 
tion  the  mast  anomalous  that  can  be  con- 
ceived ; — possessed  of  great  real  powers-— 
bound  together  into  one  solid  mass  by  m 
roost  ingenious  system  of  machinery ;— »ac- 
tuated  by  one  mind,  and  totally  uncon- 
nected, indeed  studiously  dissevered  from 
the  state;— much  strength  already  in  their 
hands,  great  objects  tempting  in  their 
view;— and  holding  in  their  bands  the 
great  mass  of  that  body  whom  it  is  now 
proposed  to  introduce  as  an  immediate  ^ 
acting  power  in  the  constitution. 

I  am  far  fronvthinking  that,  individually, 
the  Catholics  who  might  be  returned  to  sit 
in  this  House,  would  look  to  their  clergy 
for  any  rule  of  political  conduct :  bat  I 
think  I  am  justified,  by  all  that  is  passing 
before  our  eyes,  in  saying,  that  it  would 
be  the  fate  of  those  gentlemen  to  follofr, 
and  not  to  lead  the  impulse  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  And  of 
that  mass  I  do  distinctly  believe,  that  the 
moving  power  would  be  their  Church,  if 
that  Church  chose  to  act ;  and  1  cannot 
suppose  that  with  such  meant  and  vouch 
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temptations,  it  would  abstain  from  acting, 
without  supposing  the  individaals  who  com* 
pose  it  to  be  divested  of  all  the  common 
feelings  of  human  nature. 

Sir; — I  am  also  far  from  believing,  in- 
deed 1  have  good  reason  for  utterly  disbe* 
lieving.  that  many  of  the  respectable  per- 
sons who  now  stand  forward  as  the  leaders 
or  at  least  as  the  organs  of  the  Catholic 
body,  approve  of  the  violent  course  of  con- 
duct which  they  lately  have  pursued :  but 
they  feel  and  they  know,  that  the  whole 
of  their  own  power  and  influence  depend 
upon  their  consenting  to  lead  in  the  direc- 
tion which  their  followers  point  out ;  and 
that  if  they  dared  to  express  their  true 
feelings,  from  admired  leaders,  they  would 
instantly  become  proscribed  deserteri, 
while  the  great  mass  would  move  forward 
as  before. 

It  has  been  urged  with  confidence  that 
the  example  of  moderation  which  the  Ca- 
tholics have  evinced  under  such  a  length 
of  trials,  is  a  sufficient  earnest  of  the 
temperate  use  which  they  would  make  of 
any  powers  that  may  be  conceded  to 
them  :  but  here.  Sir,  considering  the  Ca* 
tholics  as  a  political  body,  and  allowing 
them  every  merit  as  individuals,  I  must 
dissent  not  merely  from  this  conclusion, 
but  even  from  the  premises  from  which 
it  is  drawn.  For,  from  the  long  period 
of  moderation  to  which  we  are  referred, 
I  feel  obliged  by  all  views  of  sound  rea- 
soning to  exclude  from  consideration, 
that  tfme  during  which  they  had  no  power 
to  exercise,  that  is,  from  the  Revolu- 
tion, till  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  laws. 
During  all  that  time  the  political  action  of 
the  Catholic  was  physically  impossible. 
God  forbid  that  1  should  be  understood  as 
saying  any  thing  in  the  defence  of  that 
system.  I  trust  I  have  already  said  en6ugh 
to  obtairl  credit  from  the  House,  for  sin- 
cerely reprobating  its  whole  policy.  But 
the  very  reason  for  which  I  conaemn  it, 
namely,  that  the  Catholics  of  necessity  lay 
bound  and  prostrate  under  its  operation, 
prevents  nie  from  inferring  any  thmg  from 
their  quiescence  as  to  what  woald  have 
been  their  conduct,  had  the  pressure  been 
removed.  1  must  therefore  restrain  my 
view  to  that  portion  of  this  time,  during 
which  any  means  of  political  action  was 
in  their  hands;  and,  referring  to  that  por- 
tion, what  are  indeed  the  facts  which  it 
presents  ?  In  th~e  year  1792,  the  Catholic 
Committee  of  that  day  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  publish  resolutions,  stating,  that 
''  the  Committee  bad  been  informed,  that 


reports  had  been  circulated,  that  the  Mfm 
plication  of  the  Catholici  for  lelief  ex* 
tended  to  total  and  unqualified  emanQipac 
tion/'  In  those  davs.  Sir,  the  Committee 
seem  to  have  considered  -this  even  as  an 
impatation  incambent  on  them  to  repel ; 
for  they  gq  on  to  state,  that  they  '*  there* 
fore  think  it  necessary  to  declare,  that 
the  whole  of  our  late  application"  {I  ncfir 
use  their  own  words), «'  whether  to  his  Ma4 
jesty's  ministers,  or  to  men  in  power,  or  to 
private  members  of  the  legislatore,  nei« 
ther  did  nor  does  contain  any  thing  moi^ 
in  substance,  or  in  principle,  than  the  fonr 
following  objects:  first,  acfbission  to  tfab 
profession  and  practice  of  the  law,  se« 
condly,  a  capacity  to  serve  as  county  ma*- 
gistratesi  third,  a  right  to  be  summoned 
and  to  serve  on  grand  and  petit  juries, 
fourth,  the  right  of  voting  in  countiei 
only  for  Protestant  members  of  parlia- 
ment ;  in  such  a  manner,  however,  as  that 
a  Roman  Catholic  freeholder  should  not 
vote,  unless  he  rents  a  farm  of  HioL  per 
annum  in  addition  to  his  40f.  freehold,  or 
else  shall  be  in  possession  of  a  freehold  of 
20f.  a  year/'  This  formal  act  of  the 
Committee  was  issued  into  the  world  under 
the  signature  of  their  Secretary,  to  unde* 
ceive  the  public  as  to  those  points  on  which 
they  had  taken  up  such  erroneous  impres- 
sions. Well,  in  the  very  year  following^ 
the  Irish  parliament  conceded  not  mere^ 
the  whole  of  this  ultimatum  of  Catholic 
desire,  but  a  vast  deal  more,  the  elective  * 
franchise  unrestrained,  and  admission  to 
very  many  offices  not  here  alluded  to :  but  i 
what  has  been  the  degree  of  content  and.  ' 
moderation,  what  the  order  and  purity  of 
elections,  what^the  mildness  and  constitu« 
tional  language  of  the  Tarious  organi  of 
public  feeling,  whether  aggregate  or  re- 
presentative, which  have  ever  since  exist- 
ed, what  the  feelings  between  man  and 
man,  which  Ii^eland  has  ever  since  exhi* 
bited,  I  shall  not  trespass  on  the  House  by 
detailing  I  wishing  tnisy  should  take  the 
fact  from  what  must  be  their  own  know- 
ledge, rather  than  from  my  statement. 

Sir,  hardly  were  the  political  conces- 
sions granted  until  Irelana  was  in  a  &tmo 
from  end  to  end,  and  one  continued  month 
of  peace  or  secifrity  it  has  never  known 
from  that  hour  to  the  presents— And  yet 
are  we  called  on  to  assume  as  a  matter  so 
evident,  that  nothing  but  the  most  wilful 
and  intolerant  bigotry  can  prevent  us  from 
acknowledging^  that  the  progress  of  Ca- 
tholic content  is  in  the  du'ect  proportion 
of  tho  concession  of  political  power. 
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I  know  it  will  be  said,  that  all  this  is 
easily  accounted  for ;  that  the  ambition  of 
man  is  naturally  progressive,  and  that  so 
long  as  there  is  any  unobtained  residue 
of  what  is  sought  for,  agitation  will  neces- 
sarily prevail. 

Well,  then.  Sir,  I  will  not  shrink  from 
the  task,  however  painful,  of  contemplating 
the  career  of  the  Catholic  party  when 
last  they  possessed  in  Ireland  political 
power  unrestrained.  Gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  have  talked  much  of 
the  Revolution  in  England,  have  discussed 
the  measures  of  its  great  founders,  and  the 
true  nature  of  their  views ;  rightly  con- 
sidering it  as  a  period  when  the  springs  of 
human  action  were  developed  in  the  full- 
est manner,  and  particularly  as  a  time 
when  the  measures  taken  were  intimately 
connected  with  the  subject  now  under  our 
consideration  :  but  I  know  not  how  it  is, 
that,  as  if  by  common  consent  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  they  have  abstained 
from  the  smallest  allusion  to  what  was 
passing  in  Ireland  at  the  same  period — 
which,  howevei^,  will  be  found,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  to  abound  with  matter  much 
'more  apt  for  illustration. 

In  the  last  year  of  king  James  the  2nd, 
Sifter  a  lapse  of  twenty-four  years  since 
any  parliament  had  sat  in  Ireland,  he 
summoned  one  to  meet  in  Dublin,  in  his 
own  immediate  presence.  For  obvious 
reasons.  Catholicity  was  likely  to  be  its 
ruling  characteristic  ;  indeed,  the  Catho- 
lics naturally,  exerted  all  their  energies  to 
procure  the  returns  of  their  friends  at  a 
moment  so  auspicious  for  their  views ;  and 
it  was  the  curious,  and  to  us  perhaps  not 
uninstructive  result  of  their  exertions^  that 
the  House  of  Commons  which  was  return- 
ed consisted  of  six  Protestants  and  about 
230  Catholics. 

Here,  then,  are  the  Catholics  for  the 
last  time  in  full  power.  Let  us  now  en- 
quire what  measures  they  pursued.  But, 
before  entering  on  any  view  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, allow  me  to  observe  that  this 
was  no  casual  concourse  of  the  dregs  of 
the  people,  but  the  genuine  Catholic  aris- 
tocracy of  Ireland. — I  could  easily  enu- 
merate the  names  of  its  principal  mem- 
bers ;  but  the  detail  might  appear  invi- 
dious, as  they  are  generally  the  names  of 
the  families  who  in  the  same  towns  and 
counties  (from  which  these  members  were 
respectively  returned)  at  this  day  possess 
deservedly  the  greatest  influence.  In  truth. 
Sir,  they  were  not  only  the  political  but 
the  natural  progenitors  of  some  of  the  most 


respectable  members  of  the  present  Ca- 
tholic Committee.  Like  that  Committee, 
they  possessed  the  property,  the  intelli- 
gence, and  the  spirit  of  the  party  of  that 
day;  like  them  also,  they  consisted  of 
persons,  individually  no  doubt, of  great  re- 
spectability and  worth,  but  whose  actions 
as  a  party  it  remains  for  us  to  consider. 

Their  first  act  was  to  repeal  an  Act  well 
known  in  Ireland  by  the  name  of  the  Act 
of  Settlement— of  which  it  may  be  not  un- 
necessary to  inform  the  English  gentle- 
men in  this  House,  that  it  was  an  Act 
which  had  passed  in  the  14th  and  15th 
years  of  Charles  the  second,  confirming  to 
the  various  Protestant  proprietors,  the 
estates  which,  after  the  troubles  of  hii  Di- 
ther's reign,  and  a  long  course  of  grants 
and  forfeitures,  a  court  of  claims  had  re- 
spectively allotted  to  them. — Many  of 
tnese  lands,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  had  been 
seized  by  the  violence  and  injustice  inse- 
parable from  civil  wars,  but  the  infinitely 
S greater  proportion  of  them  had  been  for- 
eited  by  the  undoubted  treasons  of  the 
original  proprietors.  This  Act  of  SetUe- 
ment,  as  appears  by  the  Down  Sorvey, 
constituted  the  title  to  rather  more  than 
12  millions  of  English  acres,  that  is,  to 
about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  of  Ireland  : 
twenty  seven  years  had  then  elapsed  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act ;  and  these  lands 
had  become  the  object,  not  merely  of  fa- 
mily settlements  and  incumbrances,  bat 
of  the  most  extensive  improvements  that 
had  ever  been  effected  within  the  same  pe« 
riod  in  anycountry.— This  Act  was  simply 
repealed  by  the  Catholic  parliament,  anid 
the  whole  of  these  lands  vested  in  his  ma* 
jesty  for  the  purpose  of  re-delivery  to  the 
old  Catholic  proprietors,  as  they  might 
respectively  make  good  their  titles ;  and 
the  repeal  thus  summarily  disposed  of  all 
the  property  which  the  Pfotestants  of  Ire- 
land had  acquired  during  the  forty-eight 
years  preceding,  during  the  last  twenty- 
seven  of  which  they  had  been  in  ondis- 
tiirbed  and  unquestioned  possession. 

I  am  aware  that  I  address  some  gen- 
tlemen, who,  if  they  spoke  out  upon 
this  subject,  think  that  this  parliament  was 
not  much  to  blame  for  re-possessing  them- 
selves, however  roughly,  of  the  estates  of 
their  ancestors.— But,  waving  all  argo* 
ment  on  that  point,  I  will  only  observe, 
that  the  next  act  of  this  parliament  was 
one  which  cannot  plead  even  that  justifi- 
cation ;  for  this  act  of  repeal  operated  as 
the  seizure  only  of  two-thirds  of  Ireland, 
but  in  the  remaining  third  the  Protestants 
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possessed  a  great  quantity  of  real  proper* 
ty,  acquired  long  prior  to  that,  period—ac- 
quired not  by  forfeiture,  but  by  purchase 
and  intermarriage  ;  and  this  became  the 
object  of  a  second  Actj  to  which  I  shall 
beg  now  to  advert. 

This  second  Act,  Sir,  enumerates  a  Ions 
list  of  names  of  Protestant  nobility  ana 
gentry,  declaring  that  every  one  of  then 
are  "  thereby  declared  and  adjudged  trai- 
tors, convicted  and  attainted  of  hish-trea- 
8on,  and  shall  suffer  such  pains  of  death, 
and  penalties  of  forfeiture,  aa  in  cases  of 
high  treason  are  accustomed/'  To  enable 
the  House  to  judge  of  thf)  general  nature 
of  this  list,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  observe, 
that  it  contained  the  names  of  sixty-two 
lay  and  nihe  spiritual  peers,  above  thirty 
baronets,  above  eighty  clergymen,  very 
nearly  two  thousand  two  hundred  esquired* 
and  many  others — in  all,  nearly  two 
thousand  five  hundred  persons. 

In  other  acts  of  attainder  which  have 
been  levelled  against  individuals  of  con- 
victed guilt,  and  on  mature  examination 
of  prdofs,  the  rights  of  remainder-men 
and  reversioners  nave  naturally  been  at- 
tended to  ;  but  this  Act  of  Att^nder  was 
distinguished  by  confiscating  the  fee  and 
inheritance,  where  an  estate  for  Vih  was 
all  the  property  which  the  persona  con- 
demned had  in  the  lands. 

And  the  evidence  of  the  guilt  was  not 
unworthy  of  the  rest  of  the  proc^ding. 
The  Catholic  Speaker,  in  presenting  the 
Act  for  the  royal  assent,  informed  king 
James,  in  the  presence  of  such  members 
of  the  House  of  Peers  as  had  escaped  be- 
coming  the  objects  of  its  enactments,  that 
these  persons  had  been  found  guilty  (1 
use  the  words  of  Mr.  Speaker,)  "soma  upon 
evidence  which  had  satisfied  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  rest  on  common  fame.'^ 

A  shew  of  mercy  was  indeed  reserved. 
These  persons  are  attainted  only  on  con- 
dition that  they  do  not  come  in  by  the 
November  then  following*  and  take  their 
trials  by  such  juries  as  were  in  readiness 
to  receive  them :  but  even  this  shew  of 
mercy  afforded  only  a  new  occasion  cil 
injustice,  for  it  is  a  certaui  fact  that  lord 
Gosworth,  the  Catholic  chancellor  of  the 
day,  kept  this  Act  in  his  own  possession 
unprinted  and  unpublished  until  four 
months  afler  that  November  had  elapsed  ; 
and  during  that  whole  period  all  that  wai 
known  was,  that  there  were  about  2,500 
persons  attainted,  but  who  they  w^re^  no 
interest  could  discover. 

Nor  let  it  be  imagined  that  in  the  violeui 


character  of  James«  we  may  discoTer  tiM 
cause  and  the  apology  for  these  severities^ 
(twaanot  more  the  true  interest  than  the  real 
wish  of  James  to  have  avoided  coming  ta 
such  extremities  with  the  Irish  Protestants^ 
which  he  well  knew  must  destroy  every  hope 
that  remained  for  him  in  England  ;  he  had 
even  desired  his  judges  to  assure  the  peoi* 
pie  from  the  bench,  that  he  would  pre? 
serve  inviolate  this  very  Act  of  SeitlemenI 
shortly  previous  to  his  being  obliged  iq 
give  his  royal  assent  for  its  repeal :  but  ia 
truth  that  unhappy  prince  was  as  little  re^ 
sponsible  for  the  deeds  of  that  parliamenti 
as  their  noble  leader  is  for  any  proceed'^ 
ings  of  the  present  Catholic  committee. 

Such,  Sir,  are  two  put  of  many  of  the 
acts  of  this  parliament ;  and  to  whajt  they- 
might  afterwards,  have  proceeded  it  is  nol 
easy  to  imagine,  had  not  their  career  (leeia 
interrupted  by  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,-T^ 
an  event  to  which  the  least  allusion,  ia 
this  age  of  extended  liberality,  ii  consHi 
dered  as  the  mark  of  the  most  bigoted  in* 
tolerance  in  the  descendants  of  those  whom 
it  thus  rescued.  u 

I  am    well    aware,  in   making   thit' 
statement,  I  ^ail  be  severely  reprobated* 
for  ripping  up  wounds  which,  as  will  b# 
said,  have  been  long  since  closed:  boti 
when  we  hear  so  mucn  of  the  alleged  in^ 
fraction  of  the  treatv  of  Limerick,  as  the 
true  cause  of  all  the  heart-burnings  of  the' 
"present  day,  it  seems  not  amisa  on  thoc 
other  hand  to  go  back  to  a  period  only* 
two  years  antecedent  to  that  time,  to  con*, 
sider  fairly  together  these  almost  contem<^ 
poraneous  transactions,  and  to  deny  the' 
justice  of  the  historical  teforence  of  my*-* 
hon.  friend  opposite,  which  draws  tlie  lino' 
of  demarcation  between  the  ancient  and 
modem  histoiy  of  Ireland  with  such  cuv 
rious  felicity   as  exactly  to  include  the 
one,  and  exclude  the  other,  holding  up 
the  former  as  the  fairest  subject  for  politi<e 
cal  illustration,    but  classing  the  latter 
among  those  antiquated  transitions,  which 
none    but   a  bigot  of  the  darker    ages 
could  think  of  recollecting.     It  is  not^. 
however,  merely  for  this  purpose  that  I 
make  this  reference. — I  admit  that  a  new 
repeal  of  the  Act  of  Settlement  is  not  now 
within  the  scope  of  any  person.    Inde* 
pendent  of  so  many  Catholics  now  dep- 
riving their  own  titles  under  that  Act,  no** 
thing  would  be  so  difficult,  as  to  ascertain 
the  heirs  of  most  of  the  original  forfeiter^ 
wiio  are  now  indeed  in  the  very  lowess 
ranks  of  society ;  and  i  f  their  persons  were  as , 
certain  as  thay  are  doubtful,  itianpi  to  be 
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against  the  payment  of  tithes  to  a  Protes* 
tant  establishment,  as  to  any  point  for' 
whic;b  it  is  now  relied  on  ?  nay,  would 
it  not  apply  even  to  the  estates  of  the 
Church,  quite  as  forcibly?  Or,  do  you 
think  that  Catholics  would  be  less  apt  to 
apply  it  to  these  points,  than  their  Protet* 
tant  advocates  to  the  rights  of  political 
representation?  Or,  supposing  the  Ca«- 
tholic  members  in  this  House  to  be  abso* 
lutely  indifferent  on  this  subject,  is  it  in 
human  nature  to  suppose,  that  their 
clergy  will  be  of  the  same  feeling  ?  And« 
if  their  clergy  choose  to  act  on  it,  I  have 
already  given  my  reasons  for  supposing' 
that  their  still  low  voice,  echoed  and  mag- 
nified  in  ascending  through  progressive 
ranks  of  their  laity,  would  at  length  be 
uttered  in  thunder  by  the  legitimate  organs 
of  their  party. 

But,  Sir,  in  truth  I  do  not  suppose  that 
this  would  become  their  first  object.  Its 
secure  attainment  would  become  so  infi« 
nitely  easier  by  making  it  their  second. 
For  when  it  is  so  confidently  asked,  whe- 
ther one  hundred  Irish  Catholics  added  to 
the  five  hundred  and  fifly-eight  Protes- 
tants of  British  members,  could  ever  eflfect 
any  such  Catholic  object,— I  wonder  it 
does  not  occur  to  gentlemen,  that  this  ar« 
gument  has  another  bearing,  and  that  it 
furnishes  the  v^ry  reason  why  the  Catho- 
lics, when  this  right  of  representation  is 
once  acknowledged,  must  wish  to  get  rid 
of  the  embarrassing  restriction  of  such  » 
fellowship. — A  repeal  of  the  Union  would 
at  once  effect  this  object.  Converting  a 
barren  right  into  a  profitable  enjoy ment» 
it  would  give  them,  not  a  mere  eligibility 
to  office,  rank,  and  power,  but  their  cer^ 
tain,  perhaps  exclusive  possession.  This 
desire  would  hardly,  indeed,  be  made 
the  ostensible  ground  of  the^roceeding  ; 
but,  the  first  heavy  taxes  or  commercial 
embarrassments  would  not  fail  to  afford  a 
decent  signal  on  the  subject ;  and  I  feel 
the  most  thorough  conviction,  that  this 
House  would  then  be  assailed  by  the  cry 
of  "  Repeal  the  Union,''  uttered  with  m 
strength  and  perseverance,  of  which  no* 
thing  in  the  annals  of  petition  can  furnish 
an  example.  And  though  it  is  easy  to  say 
that  England  would  never  assent  to  the 
proposition,  yet  it  is  not  easy  to  say,  whal 
a  hundred  determined  members  in  this 
House,  backed  by  the  cries  of  millions^ 
might  not,  at  a  critical  moment,  be  able  to 
effect;  and  if,  under  these  auspices,  that 
measure  should  be.  effected,  I  know  not 
which  would  have  most  cause  to  rae  thai 
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supposed  that  any  party  would  throw  the 
country  into  confusion  for  their  sakes:— *I 
cannot,  however,  go  the  length  of  saying, 
that  these  scenes  afford  no  ground  of  infer- 
ence at  all.— Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
rely  on  history  for  this  promised  modera- 
tion.—Well,  here  is  her  evidence—- here 
are  the  political  actions  of  the  Catholic 
party  at  the  latest,  and  that  no  remote  pe- 
riod, when  full  action  was  jvithin  its 
power.  It  is  replied,  the  Catholics  are 
now  changed.— Most  willingly  I  admit  it, 
but  the  degree  of  that  change  is  a  ques- 
tion which  still  remains  for  consideration  ; 
and  it  is  a  more  summary  than  sufficient 
method  of  disposing  of  it,  at  once  to  de- 
nounce as  intolerant,  and  blind,  and  mad 
bigots,  all  those  Protestants,  who  looking 
first  to  the  transactions  of  ld89,  next  to 
the  great  blank  that  succeeded  during  the 
operation  of  the  penal  code,  and  finally 
to  the  fever  which  has  subsisted  ever  since 
its  relaxation,  still  hesitate  to  assume  it  is 
a  matter  quite  self-evident,  on  the  ground 
of  historic  reference  alone,  that  the  change 
alluded  to  is  so  perfect  and  complete,  that 
the  Catholics,  if  now  admitted  into  full 
political  power,  do  not  retain  even  suffi- 
cient distinctness  of  views  or  feelings,  to 
form  them  into  a  separate  party  in  the 
state. 

For  this  is  really  now  all  the  question 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House.  Con- 
vince me  that  the  Catholics,  if  admitted, 
would  at  once  amalgamate  with  the  diffe- 
rent parties  that  exist,  that  Catholicism 
would  cease  to  be  a  watch-word,  that  is, 
that  no  Catholic  objects  would  remain  for 
attainment,  and  I  withdraw  every  opposi- 
tion to  the  instant  completion  of  their  de- 
sires. On  the  other  hand,  show  me  four 
millions  of  Protestants  bound  together, 
with  important  and  tempting  objects  in 
their  view,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  and  speak- 
ing through  the  organ  of  one  hundred 
members  in  this  House,  and  I  say  the  con- 
stitution is  exposed  to  a  new,  an  untried, 
and  a  great  danger. 

But  it  is  answered  loudly,  the  Catholics 
have  none  such.  This  is  indeed  become 
their  whole  case  :  but  again  1  ask,  how  is 
it  made  out?  I  think  f  have  shewn  that^ 
history  forbids  their  advocates  to  make  an 
appeal  to  her  testimony  fur  the  past :  let 
us  then  consider  future  probabilities,  and 
suppose  the  Catholicf  in  this  House  to- 
morrow, their  clergy  being  left  oii  their 
present  footing,— would  not  the  arithme- 
tical argument  apply  at  least  as  strongly 


day,  the  Protestants  of  Irelaiid,  or  the  eiti- 
pire  of  Britain. 

I  think,  then,  that  any  sdrmlsifes  as  to 
the  probabilities  of  the  fatnlre  fuhiish  as' 
little  grourids  of  satisfaction,  eyen  as'  the 
certainty  of  th^past.  I  will  adrert  to  the 
only  remaining  grotibd  of  ihfereoce  on  the 
subject ;  and  that  is,  thc^  ttfyect  of  thef  priB- 
^nt  And  now,  Sh",  what  are  the  grdtinds 
which  this  affords  for  the  consolatory  bli* 
lief,  that  the  Catholics  are  ready  t^  lay 
aside  every  feeling  of  distinctness,  and 
amalgamate  with  Proifesiarits  in  a  com- 
munity of  views  and  objects?  Whai^  i 
would  ask,  are  these  s7got  of  the  tfttfeii 
that  conyey  this  happy  iriformatid'ti?  h 
it  from  their  speeches,  or  their  writitf^,dlr 
their  actions,  that  we  are  to  reccfve  thiii 
satisfactory  assurance?  Eauy  indeed 
would  it  be  for  me,  from  their  redent'de- 
bates  and  publication's  to  pMdace  iticli 
testimonies  as  might  lead  a  tanking  man 
to  form  more  than  a  doubt  o^n'  tire'  snb^ 
ject:  easy  indeed  would  it  be  for  me  t^ 
cite  arguments  upon  argaments,  ^P^pV 
relied  on  by  th.«^ir  warmest  adtoiiates,  tfi 
prove  that  all  will  be  incomplete' without 
that  very  Repeal  of  the  Unrbh,  which  I 
have  alluded  to:  a  consequence  of  thi6 
concession  which  I  have  obs^nr^  tostaitfe 
some  gentlemen  whom  I  addreki.  Nat% 
Sir,  I  could  cite  their  authorities^  nfot  Aw 
in  number,  declaring,  under  Tarious  n^bdi* 
fications  of  expression,  that  connection 
with  this  country  has  been  the  batie  of 
Ireland  ;  and  in  which  a  terminatSi>h  of 
that  cause  of  evil  is  not  obscurely  recom- 
mended. But  I  have  trespassed  too  long 
already  on  your  patience,  to  render  sucn 
details  admissible:  I  am  also  aware  of  the 
injustice  of  attributing  to  a  party,  the  im- 
prudences of  a  few.  Justice,  on  the  othe^ 
hand,  compels  me  to  observe,  that  it  doel 
not  appear  from  any  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  I  allude  to^  that  such  ex- 
pressions were  received  with  any  disappro- 
bation by  the  audiences  to  which  they 
were  addressed. 

But  I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  genthn 
man  who  has  proposed  this  question,  whe- 
ther, in  the  very  circumstance  of  their  re- 
tractation of  the  once  proffered  Veto^  we  are 
not  justified  in  apprehending  that*  a  dis- 
tinctness of  political  feeling  is  at  the  bot- 
tom ?  The  objections  tc^  the  conceMion 
must  be  eithef' religious  or  political ;  thejr 
cannot  be  religious',  for  their  bishops,  daf- 
ing  nine  years  together,  had  under  their 
hands  consented  to  agree  to  it :  and  that 
cannot  have  become  religlonify'  yffiukk 
VOL.  XXII.)  • 


M¥t,  whldi  was  relijriotiftllv  right,  WhaA 
ihty  a6  conMnted ;  Snd  if  it  is  politidll; 
.  filiate  Y  wdtdd  ksk,  is  that  p6titical  cMM  cff 
I  it,  that  ia'not  in  itself  a  distidctnest  of  ob* 
ijectbn  their  part? 

j  The  riffht  honoulrable  ^tlemati  wbcl 
!  inttbdiiceo  thii  queitibn,  iMiys/  indeed^ 
that  all'fUio  take  my  vic?w  of  this  question^ 
are  bound  to  tote  for  the  enquiry.  I 
must  beg  his  pardon:  ^  honourably 
eentleinaii  who  apoire  f^  the  first  time  itt 
this  debttci,  ha^  i<efused  to  go  Into  the 
committee,  becatiscf  he  does  holt  kn>JW  thi 
terms  on  #hldi  th«  CatholteH  af b  p^piif^ 
ed  t0  UrM';  Sir,  I  relbie  it  Ibr  a  reastfH  tlji 
opposite  t6  his ;— I' refuse  it  becsiose'  t  d» 
kiiovr  Uteit*  terfais;  thtfr  are  noit  utiavowedv 
and  they  sire  thesfe--^that  tbe^^  will  haiT^ 
all  froitt  «s,  and  thit  we  sliittl  haVe  ncMighl  ' 
fi^om  them.  This  is  tho  short  and  tbt 
simile  ImuHs  of  the  pto^KMed  'neg(>ciliCion« 
And  miAI;  who  have  ▼en^HBd  to  cob'deoUt 
the  procbedlftgt  oif Ah^'Irish  Wliimebt,  t4k 
the  ezpresi  groundi  thiit  harln^  mtteh  td 
reqiuire  as  well  as  mudklo  cdAbieA,  ^ey^ 
gite  op  lAobt  of  whiit  th^y  h^  afifd  ohtAf n^ 
ed  nothing  In  retum/>i-atn  I  t6  hH.M^ 
that  I  ani'  oound;  on  the  HMH  tehns/  to  aw 
all  the  remainder  t6  all  thd(  th6y  !(«?% 
throMaawiy? 

Sir,  for  the  reaitoM  whfeh  I  tMb'  cltiti^  ' 
ed^-:;Mlsons  politieal  aiid' not  reK^ri^ 
reasons  defensite  and  rio^'intdl<6him,— I 
vote*  against  going  into  any'  enquiry  at 
present  on  the  subject :— ^«ntf  here  I  miffhk  ' 
sit  down,  thanldnj^  the  Hoqie  foi*  their 'et^ 
treme  Indulgence ;  but,  as  the  opposi^r^  of  . 
the  Catholrc  claims  ar6n6W  dtvid^iTlnto 
thoie  who  qppose  conc^fon  WithbiH 
ternUr,  aikd  concessioh^ 'aMo,  1  beg  liafh 
to  add  a  word  upon  tbitt  pbidt,  with'  thii 
same  fVeedotn  Jthat  I  h^lre  spoken  upoik 
others.— The  Vieto  I  cbusMer  as  an'ldHI 
bauble,  not  worth  acceptanice  on  the  otih 
side,  or  refusal  on  the  other:  bbtifthi 
day  shoiild  evet  come^  when  their 'clerg^, 
instead  of  trusting  to  the  feelings  of  thei^ 
flocks  foir  a  nrecarious  subsjstence  ;-^wtieii 
instead  of  looKlng  to  a  foreigber  and  afk 
enemy  for  their pi^motioii,  tod  to  Iktio^ 
not' What  priSfessors  at  Maynooth  fdr  thcMi 
uhdiscoTered  studied  which  they  d^coi^alb 
with  tb€  tide  of  do^atical  theology ;— 
when  instead  pf  cluming  and  exercising 
a'dtstinct  and'  illfegtil  consistbKbl  jorisdio* 
tidn;<— arid,  intfteftd'  of  lying  bound  m 
those  F^pal  fetters  which  the  other  natiottk 
of  the  earth  hsfve  broken,  but  whith  thii 
policy  of  Ireland  has  hitherto  contriveil 
to  riTot ;— fnsteid  of  thii  their  preknirik 
(3  0) 
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ought  strongly  to  operate  in  favour  of 
going  into  a  Committee,  where  such  alle* 
gallons  can  be  properly  investigated.  The 
hon.  gentleman  has  also  dwelt  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland 
j'n  the  reign  of  James  2,  and  argued  that 
the  infraction  of  the  articles  of  Limerick 
could  only  be  looked  on  in  a  retaliatory 
point  of  view.  For  my  own  part,  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  it  is  to  the  infringe- 
inent  of  that  treaty,  which  all  the  evils  of 
Ireland  are  principally  to  be  traced.  For 
that  infraction,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  go- 
yernment  of  Ireland,  placed  them  in  a  state 
pf  usurpation  over  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Sir   Samuel  i2omf%.— Sir;     on    every 
question  that  has  been  brought  before  the 
House  tending  to  remove  the  restrictions 
against  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  since  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  parlia- 
ment, I  have  always  given  my  vote  in  its 
favour ;    but  I  have  never  till  now  ven- 
tured to  obtrude  myself  upon  the  House, 
to  state  the  grounds  of  my  vote.     I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  on  all  former  occa- 
sions  to   give  way  to  other  gentlemen, 
whose  sentiments  I  felt  it  was  much  more 
important  should  be  known  than  mine. 
I  am  however  desirous  of  stating  for  once 
as  shortly  as  I  can,  the  motives  which 
have  actuated  me  in  the  conduct  which  I 
have  hitherto  pursued ;    and  I   am   the 
more  desirous  of  doing  it,  because  I  am 
fensible,  that    upon  this  question    more 
ihan   upon  any   other  which  haa  come 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament^  no 
person  can  take    part  on  the  side  upon 
which  I   shall  give  my  vote  this  night, 
without  being  liable  to  have  his  motives 
misrepresented,  and  his  conduct  treated  in 
the  most  uncandid  manner.      When  we 
Jiave  seen  that  persons  of  high  distinction 
m  the  coyntry,  from  no  other  cause  than 
the  part  they  have  taken  on  this  subject, 
have  had  it  openly  stated  of  them  in  the 
public  newspapers,  that  they  had  formally 
renounced  their  religipn  and  embraced 
the  Catholic  faith ;.— when  aach  represen- 
tations have  been  made,  and  conndently 
given  out  to  a  credulous  public,  by  per- 
sons who    are   constantly  paying   their 
90urt,  in  the  basest  and  most  abject  man- 
ner, to  those  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  go* 
yernment ;  when  I  say  such  stratagems  are 
resorted  to  against  persons  of  the  highest 
distinclion,  and  whose  whole  lives  may 

}ie  said  to  be  spent  in  the  view  of  the  pub- 
ic, 1  can  hardly  flatter  myself  that  one 
comparatively  so  obscure  aa  myself  will 
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escape  misrc4>re8ent$^tipn.  I  thipjc  it  lig^t 
therefore  to  say  of  myself  ,tb|^t  th/ir^  9$^ 
spme  otf  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  xaIi- 
gion  wiiich  I  abhor.  I  detest  tjiat  pflr%(« 
cuting  spirit  whitji  t,^o  or  three  centuricf 
ago,  seemed  to  actuat^e  tJtve  professors  of 
that  religious  fpiith,  qiucb  mpre  jthao  any 
other  description  of  Chripiians.  I  VM 
educated  fro«i  o^y  eyu'ltest  infancy  with 
these  impressipAli'  I  aiP  dejsqende^  A'Aua 
Protestant  anqe&torf,  who  w^e  thenaaehr^a 
the  victims  of  persie.cuUon,  aud  the  preju- 
dices produced  on  jmy  miAd  by  my  ejjuca* 
tion  in  early  Ji£e,  hsts  required  all  the  efiorly 
of  my  maturer  reason  to  shake  off.  Bui  ik 
is  not  because  my  own  privatipi^i  or  ^hft 
sufferings  of  my  ancestor3,  have  had  t|)/eir 
source  in  the  Roman  Catholic  pers^ca? 
tion  of  a  remote  time,  that  I  would  con* 
sent  to  make  myself  ?  party  atthis  day  to 
the  persecution  of  my  fi^Uow  Christiana  of 
any  description. 

It  has  been  represebted  by  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  spoken  lately  in  this 
debate,  that  this  is  not  a  question  s^i  toltp 
ration.     Sir,  I  consider  it  to  be  purely  a 
question  of  toleration,  a  question  in  its 
consequences  affecting  the  religious   li- 
berty,   not  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
only,  but  of  every  sect  of  Christians  ia 
this  country  who  dissent  from  the  doctrinat 
of  the  Established  Church,  and  it  it  be- 
cause I  think  that  the  carrying  this  measnr# 
will  tend  to  relieve  them  all  from  the  dis^ 
abilities  under  which  they  now  labour,  thai 
}  support  it.    1  trust  the  time  ia  now  pass;- 
mg  by,  notwithstanding  the  arts  whicli 
have  been  lately  practised,  when  any  par- 
ticular sect  of  Ibissenters  can  be  induced 
to  make  common  cause  against  the  Bo- 
man  Catholics.    They  cannot  surely  avoid 
seeing  that  in  joining  against  the  Catholics 
they  are  preparing  arms  against   them- 
selves, and  that  the  cry  in  whiCb  they  aM 
now  invited  to  join  against  the  Catholics 
will  at  a  future  time  be  raised  against 
themselves.    This,  indeed,  in  one  of  tka 
Petitions  on    the    table    is  hardly    dis* 
guised ;  it  is  not  Popery  that  is  obnozioiis» 
but  Religious  Liberty.     When  it  is  stated 
that  this  is  not  a  Question  of  toleraUoOfrr 
but  whether  political  power  should   oc 
should  not  be  given  to  certain  individual^ 
I  would  ask,  can  it  be  contended  that  the 
disqualification  of  men  from  holding  place^ 
of  trust  is  not  a  penalty  ?    Can  tbif  bo 
contended,  while  we  have  so  many  acts  of 
parliament  which  punish  different  offences 
with  incapacity  to  hold  offices.     It  is  aol 
true«  however,  that  the  disabilitiei  to  n^bicli 
I 
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the  Catholics  are  lubjeoted  cao  be  JQHified 
on  the  groand  of  any  expediency  of  wiUip 
holding  from  them  political  power.  Some 
Qi^uations  froin  which  ihey  are  exdodcMl 
possess  to  them  no  ppLMfical  power  what- 
eirex.  Catholics  in  Ireland^  tor  example, 
vKq  are  of  the  same  profession  wilb  ray* 
self,  are  not  permitted  to  hold  the  oflBce  of 
King's  counsel ;  long  as  I  bavelield  lAiaisi- 
Utiition,  I  have  yet  to  learn  wiiat  is  the 
poliiical  power  that  heloiigs  to  it.  Tbey 
baye  the  privilege  indeed  of  prei^iidience 
in  courts  of  justice — tbe  prWilftge  of 
leading  in  a  cause,  and  addreaaing  a  jary, 
instead  of  being  restrained  to  opening  the 
plea/dings,  and  examining  witiMB^Ms;  (nH 
power  o(  any  kind  over  any  Uving  beiog 
they  have  none ;  and  this  important  pri« 
vilege  of  pre-audience  it  seems  in  Ireland 
cannot  be  safely  allowed  to  iboie  whoae 
religious  opinions  happen  not  to  be  tht 
same  as  those  of  the  makers  af  the  laws. 
Can  it  however  be  truly  said,  that  beiog 
disqualified  from  rising  to  the  highest 
situations,  to  those  situations  to  whico  po- 
litical power  does  belong,  is  no  injostice 
done  to  them  ?  What,  is  it  no  hardship  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  be  told,  yea 
9>ay  enter  indeed  into  profirasions  which 
are  highly  honourable  to  Qtbers,  hot  by 
you  they  must  be  followed  merely  as  the 
means  of  gaining  a  subsistence  for  yonrp 
selves  and  your  families.  As  to  all  the 
proud  objects  of  honourable  ambition ;  as  to 
every  thing  which  can  ennoble  your  labonn 
in  your  own  eyes  and  in  the  eyes  of  others ; 
as  to  the  hope  of  ever  rendering  yourselves 
eminently  useful  to  mankind,  or  gloriously 
distinguishing  yourselves  by  services  ren« 
dered  your  country  ;  as  to  the  prospect  of 
establishing  a  reputation  which  shall  live 
in  the  memory  of  a  grateful  posterity  ;  of 
becoming  an  example  which  shall  be  held 
up  to  others,  and  serve  to  kindle  the  vir« 
tues  of  a  future  generation,  and  of  leaving  a 
name,  which  when  your  children  hear  it 
pronounced  they  may  glow  with  an 
honest  pride  and  a  pious  exultation,  as  to 
all  these  animating  hopes  and  prospects, 
they  must  by  you  be  for  ever  relinqnished. 
You  may  toil  on  in  the  humble  sitaa* 
tion  where  gain  must  be  your  only  object: 
you  may  see  honours  and  distinctions  dis- 
tributed to  those  around  you :  b0  yoo 
must  be  igr  ever  precluded  from  then. 
That  profession  which  to  yeur  eolleagues 
leads  to  the  most  eminent  station,  shaR  be 
to  you  an  unhonoured  though  profitable 
trade.  C^n  it  be  possible  that  these  dia<* 
tinctions  should  not  operate  in  some  de» 


gree  ito  ImmiilaAe  nnd  degrade««Mn  in  Uii 
ewn  eyice,  and  in  ihe  Pffi^iot  tkfmt  areiand 
him.  What  was  ihe  prmasion^  the  Uar 
in  France  firevicius  to  the  BenohHiop^  com- 
pared to  the  laame  funofession  in  aer 
country  ?  Why,  it  wms  comparatively  a 
degraded  proicMion,  and  6a  this  very  rea>» 
SOB,  because  it  was  one  in  •vrhich  emelsh 
ment  enly  was  te  be  gained,  end  no  emi* 
nent  boeours  to  be  aoqeiied  mi  it.  I  voaM 
i^»peal  to  the  right  faon.  gendcesan  oppe» 
site,  and  I  see  many  gcnticmcn  apposite 
who  were  once  in  the  aame  prefeuion*  bet 
new  in  pessession  o#  some  of  tlie  bigbaal 
effiees  of  the  stale/«-^I  wonU  appeel  to 
tbem — and  I  would  appeal  to  jov^  8if»  Sow 
I  remember  ydb  were  once  m  that  pre* 
fessioB,«-«Bd,  I  wonld  aak  aoy  of  my 
right  hon.  end  learned  liriends  at'oond  rae, 
whether  they-  wonld  have  entered  tfaai 
profession^  if  they  were  obliged  to  enter  it 
m  the  aame  way  the  Catbelics  of  Ireland 
enter  it  ?  Was  it  as  a  means  of  getting 
money  that  they  entered  it,  as  a  sort  of  live* 
likeod  or  trade^  and  net  as  an  honourable 
path  tha*  might  lead  tbem  to  the  high  and 
distinguished  offices  of  the  state«  which 
was  this  sole  object  of  their  ambition  f  Or 
I  would  ask,  was  not  the  ambition  o^  their 
youth  rather  excited  by  the  prospect  dl 
emulating  the  Hales,  and  the  Holts  and 
theSomers's?  Any  man  who  has  reflected 
upon  the  sources  of  human  ambition,  will 
find  that  these  alone  are  the  adequate  re* 
wards  of  virtuous  and  honourable  exertion. 
It  is  the  hope  of  those  distinctions  that 
enables  him  to  get  through  the  disappoint- 
ments  and  the  labours  of  that  arduona 
profession.  These  are  the  rewards  which 
he  must  look  to  as  the  ultimate  object  of 
his  ambition.  Would  those  gentlemen^  I 
ask,  enter  the  profession  if  it  were  so  de- 
graded in  this  country  }  would  they  have 
consented  to  follow  it  as  a  kind  of  trade* 
in  which  they  might  make  the  most  of 
their  words  and  their  knowledge  ?—>If 
they  would  not  consent  to  this,  1  would 
ask,  how  can  they  expect  that  harmony, 
peace  and  contentment  can  exist  in  Ire- 
land I  Do  they  think  that  exclusions  of 
this  kind  ean  fail  to  excite  animositiea 
and  discontents  ?  fiot  why  are  the  Catho- 
Kes  excloded  from  these  paths  of  honour, 
and  shot  out  fven  all  offices?  Because 
they  have  something  to  do  with  poKlical 
power.  If  thii  it  the  criterion  of  your 
safetyii]ro«  ooght  to  carry  the  principle 
fiurtlier.  You  ooght  not  to  sufitr  your 
Catholic  soldievs  to  be  mnde  corporab  or 
aerjeanls^  and  AiU  lest  ceplaina  or  ce« 
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lonels, — you  sliould  not  suffer  one  of  them 
to  be  a  juryman  or  a  magistrate—- because 
they  all  exercise  political  power. 

I  confess  that  I  was  yery  much  sur- 
prised at  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  but 
one,  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
(Mr.  Leslie  Foster.)  From  every  thing 
that  fell  from  him,  1  should  have  con- 
cluded, that  he  would  have  voted  for  going 
into  an  enquiry.  He  tells  us  that  the 
Catholic  religion  is  not  a  certain  and  fixed 
thing,  but  that  it  has  varied  from  time  to 
time;  and  that  it  is  different  in  one  coun- 
try from  what  it  is  in  another.  In  this  I 
concur  with  him,  and  I  therefore  think  his 
speech  an  extremely  good  answer  to  the 
arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  some  time  before  him  (Mr.  Yorke), 
and  who  has  been  telling  us  of  the  general 
councils  of  ancient  times,  from  which  he 
has  produced  doctrines  which  he  assumes 
must  be  the  Roman  Catholic  doctnnesofthe 
present  day,  the  Catholic  religion  being, 
as  he  contends,  necessarily  the  same  now 
that  it  ever  was.  Now  the  House  must 
judge  which  of  the  two  representations  is 
the  correct  one.  However,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  says,  he  will  never  be  content 
to  relax  the  laws  against  the  Catholics, 
until  the  decrees  of  former  general  coun- 
cils are  rescinded  by  the  decrees  of  other 
general  councils.  Sir,  the  most  eminent 
book  that  was  ever  written  against  the 
Protestants,  was  by  the  celebrated  Bossuet, 
entitled,  the  History  of  the  Variations  of  the 
Protestant  Churches.  The  charge,  how- 
ever, was  retorted  against  himself,  and '  he 
was  answered  by  a  History  of  the  Varia- 
tions of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  which  it 
was  shewn,  how  the  Catholic  Church  had 
differed  from  itself  at  different  times :  how 
the  doctrines  of  one  day  had  been  rejected 
on  another:  and  how  their  opinions  dif- 
fered from  each  other  at  different  periods. 
Happily,  Sir,  these  variations  have  taken 
place,  and  the  Catholic  religion  of  the 
present  day  is  as  different  from  that  Ca- 
tholic religion  which  is  held  up  by  the 
adherents  of  ministers,  as  imputable  to  the 
Catholics,  as  the  dangers  they  talk  of  are 
to  be  little  apprehended.  1  remember  in 
the  celebrated  work  of  Mr.  Burke  on  the 
French  Revolution,  he  has  well  stated,  that 
early  in  the  progress  of  that  Revolution, 
those  who  directed  the  public  opinion  in 
Franct*,  as  some  men  have  attempted  to 
dirtrci  it  in  thi>  country  at  this  day,  and 
wht>  exposed  upon  the  stage  the  Massacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  the  crimes  of 


Charles  9,  and  the  cardinal  of  Loraine,  did 
it  not  to  excite  in  the  people  a  detestation 
against  persecution,  but  to  inflame  their 
minds  to  fresh  outrages.  Their  condocl 
was  exactly  the  same  at  that  time  as  that 
of  the  adherents  to  the  ministers  of  tb« 
present  day  ;  who,  when  either  in  quarto 
volumes,  or  in  pamphlets,  or  in  inflamma- 
tory handbills,  they  publish  histories  of 
the  inquisition,  and  hold  op  the  cruelties 
of  queen  Mary,  and  the  fires  kindled  in 
Smiih6eld  to  our  view,  do  it  not  to  excite 
our  horror  against  persecution,  but  to 
kindle  a  fresh  spirit  of  persecution,  and  to 
give  it  a  new  direction.  I  am  far  from 
imputing  any  such  motives  to  the  boo* 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  on  the  opposite 
side ;  but  I  must  say  that  a  part  of  his 
speech,  without  intention,  I  have  no  doubt, 
was  pretty  well  calculated  to  further  the 
same  object.  Reverting  to  the  history  of 
former  times,  and  to' obsolete  records,  I  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  charge  the  indivi* 
duals,  the  innocent  descendants,  perhaps- 
of  very  bigoted  and  cruel  ancestors;  to 
charge  them  with  the  conduct  of  their 
forefathers,  and  to  excite  against  them  m 
spirit  of  resentment  on  account  of  the  errors 
of  past  times.  I  do  not  impute  to  him 
that  intention ;  biit  what,  I  ask,  could  be 
better  calculated  to  inflame  and  influence 
the  passions  against  the  Catholics  of  the 
present  day,  than  talking  to  us  of  the 
cruelties  and  barbarities  of  1689  and  1690, 
and  of  the  bigotry  of  the  Jesuits  at  that 
time  ?  It  is  just  as  fair  to  judge  of  the 
present  Catholics  by  the  conduct  of  their 
ancestors,  as  it  would  be  to  judge  of  us  at 
the  present  day  by  the  intolerance  that 
was  evinced  by  the  Protestants  of  pasi 
times.  And  certainly  if  we  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  sitting  in  a  judicial  capacity, 
and  called  upon  to  decide  a  question  of 
justice  between  the  Catholics  and  the  Pro- 
testants, those  circumstances  should  be 
brought  to  our  recollection,  because  they 
mould  be  just  as  well  calculated  to  answer 
the  same  object.  I  believe  there  is  no 
sect  of  Dissenters  more  innocent  and  on- 
ofi'ending  in  their  doctrines  and  their 
practice  than  the  Anabaptists  of  the  pre* 
sent  day :  and  yet  how  triumphantly, 
thouf^h  unfairly,  might  they  be  told  of  the 
bloody  and  violent  atrocities  of  John  of 
Leyden  ?  Are  not,  then,  the  justice  and 
the  reason  of  such  conduct  as  strong  in  the 
one  case  as  in  the  other  ? 

But,  Sir,  1  was  observing  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  has  very  much  surprist-d  me, 
because  he  sets  out,  after  telling  as  that 
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the  Catholic  religion  was  different  in  one 
country  from  what  it  is  in  another,  and 
that  the  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland  has 
something  of  a  peculiar  character  in  it» 
different  irom  the  Catholic  religion  in  any 
other  country.  [Mr.  Foster  across  the 
table  signified  his  dissent  to  this  assertion,! 
If  I  am  wrong  in  my  interpretation  of 
what  the  hon.  gentleman  saia»  I  am  right 
in  stating,  that  there  are  very  various  opi- 
nions upon  the  subject  on  the  same  side 
of  the  House.  How  are  yon  to  decide 
upon  this  matter  ?-*-But  what  are  the  pe- 
culiar doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland  r  Who  knows  what  they  are  ? 
Did  not  the  hon.  gentleman  address  the 
House  as  if  he  professed  to  give  informa- 
tion of  what  those  peculiarities  were  ?— 
[Mr.  Foster.  "  No."]— Then  the  hon. 
gentleman  cannot  give  us  information :«« 
and  yet  he  refuses  us  to  institute  an  en- 
quiry upon  the  subject !  Icertainlv  thought 
that  the  information  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman gave  us  decided  his  own  Tote»  and 
was  intended  to  decide  the  votes  of  all 
other  men  conversant  upon  the  subject* 
In  the  same  manner  it  is,  that  he  has  pro- 
posed to  inform  us  of  the  bad  system  of 
education  in  Maynooth  college.  He 
stated,  that  the  information  he  had  receiv- 
ed respecting  the  system  of  edocation 
adopted  at  Maynooth,  was  one  reason  why 
the  House  should  decide  against  the  pre- 
sent motion.  [Mr.  Foster.  "  No."]  If  I  am 
wrong  again,  I  can  only  lament  my  -on- 
fortunate  incapacity  to  understand  the  hon. 
gentleman.  I  must  therefore  only  take 
a  middle  course,  and  suppose  that  the 
House  has  received  that  information;  and 
without  forming  any  opinion  one  way  or 
the  other,  seriously  call  upon  the  House« 
to  enter  into  so  fit  a  subject  of  enquiry,  in 
order  that  they  may  know  what  are  the 
tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
at  the  present  day. 

Then  the  hon.  gentleman  says,  that  the 
priesthood  of  Ireland  possess  more  influ- 
ence than  the  Catholic  prielhood  do  in 
other  countries.  Perhaps  they  do.  But 
to  what,  I  would  ask,  is  it  to  be  ascribed  ? 
Why,  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  disabilities 
they  are  subject  to ;  but  much  more  to  the 
grievous  penalties  under  which  they  la^ 
boured  not  long  since.  Driven  to  despair 
by  cruel  enactments  passed  against  them, 
they  found  protection  only  in  their  reli- 
gion ;  and  to  this  must  be  ascribed  the 
influence  of  the  clergy,  who  roinistring  to 
the  comforts  of  their  flock,  and  healing 
their  wounded  feelings,  a  vjrarm  afiectioa 


and  esteem  naturally  e^soed.  There  nevw- 
was  a  country. in  which  the  cler^^y,  whea 
persecuted,,  did  not  obtain  an  inflttence* 
over  their  flocks.  It  is  natunal  that  thejf 
should  ;  because  the  risks  they  ran»  and. 
the  hardships  to  which  they  are  exposed* 
cause  them  to  be  venerated  as  saints  and 
as  martyrs.  Shall  we,  then,  after  giving: 
this  ascendancy  to  the  clergy  by  our  im* 
politic  and  cruel  acts,  I  am  not  speaking 
of  the  laws  of  this  da^,  but  those  that  werei 
in  force  not  many  years  ago— shall  we* 
for  this  reason,  continue  the  uiynst  disabi- 
lities which  still  remain,  and  thus  punish 
them  for  that  which  is  in.truth  the  work 
of  oar  own  bands  ?  I  would  ask  too,  whe« 
ther  this  very  aasertion,  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  priesthood  of  Ireland  have  aa 
influence  greater  than  b  possessed  br 
priests  in  any  other  parts  of  the  world,  it 
not  of  itself  a  fit  sobyect  of  enauiry. . 

A  great  deal  has  been  said,  npon  tbia 
and  former  questioos,  respecting  the  dan- 
ger that  iJiere  is  in  suflbrmg  a  priesthood*, 
the  tenets  of  Whose  religion  are  boatile  to 
the  established  reli^on  of  the  stat^,  to  re* 
main  even  in  spiritual  dependence  upon 
a  foreign  power.  I  cannot  imagine  how 
any  gentleman  who  has  the  free  use  of 
his  understanding — I  do  not  mean  it  of- 
fensively, to  any  manr— bat  how  any  maik 
who  allows  himself:  the  free  ose  .of  hie 
fttculties,  can  see  any  soch  danger  at  pre* 
sent.  Whatever  danger  was  to  be  dread- 
ed formerly  from  Po(>ery  In  Ireland^  I  am 
confident  that,  there  b  none  now.  If  we 
appeal  to  the  history  of  past  times  for  l^e 
danger  that  we  are  told  to  apprehend  now 
from  that  circamstance,  and  take  that  aa 
the  role  by  which  we  are  to  jadge  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Catholics  at  nresept,  that 
danger  never  has  nor  ever  will  be  removed. 
But  if  we  wish  to  do  justice  to  this  question* 
we  most  not  look  to  two  or  three  centuriee 
past,  but  to  the  times  and  circumstances 
under  which  we  live,  and  judge  of  the 
Catholic  religion  aa  it  b  now  preached 
and  practised.  Because,  in  the  present 
time,  we  shall  see  that  spiritaal  authority, 
which  once  maintained  a  political  domi- 
nion over  the  whole  Christian  world,  it 
now  divested  of  that  power  and  stript  of 
those  terrors  which  once  excited  the  ap- 
prehensions and  fears  of  every  CathoUc 
monarchy  in  Europe. 

I  certainly  shall  not  fatigue  the  Hous* 
with  enlarging  apon  the  historical  illus* 
trations  which  might  be  resorjked  to  upon 
thb  subject.  But  there  is  one  very  strik- 
ing ikct  which  tool^  place  at  no  very  dis-* 
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ant  period  of  tirne^  which  may  serve  to 
ghow  the  bad  policy  of  the  course  we  are 

Eursaing.  I  mean  the  conduct  of  the* 
Inn;  of  Prussia  towards  Silesia.  Frederic 
at  first  set  up  some  obscure  and  not  very 
intelligible  claims  to  that  country,  he  then 
invaded  and  conquered  it>  and  it  was  final- 
ly most  reluctantly  ceded  to  him  by 
Austria  at  the  peace  of  1742. 

The  Catholic  religion  was  the  estab- 
lished religion  of  the  country ;  it  might 
well  be  supposed  disaffected  to  its  new 
Protestant  monarch  ;  its  ancient  attach- 
ment to  Austria,  and  its  local  situation  be- 
tween the  Austrian  and  the  Prussian  do- 
minions, might  well  render  the  power  of 
the  Catholics  formidable.  The  kins  of 
Prussia  was  not  even  acknowledged  at 
this  time  by  the  Pope  as  king,  he  was 
styled  at  Rome  only  marquis  of  Branden- 
burgh,  and  yet  what  under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances was  the  conduct  of  that  great 
monarch  towards  Silesia  ?  did  be  attempt 
to  persecute  or  destroy  any  of  his  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  ?  Did  he  think  it  politic 
to  shackle,  or  deprive  them  of  any  of  those 
privileges  which  they  had  theretofore  en- 
joyed ?  Did  he  destroy  any  Catholic  uni- 
versities ?  Did  he  attempt  to  remove  any 
Catholic  judges  ?  Or  did  he  attempt  to 
deprive  any  Catholic  bishop  of  his  spiri- 
tual authority  ?  No:  That  magnanimous 
prince  was  too  wise  a  man,  and  when  that 
policy  was  advised  by  some  of  his  minis- 
ters, he  rejected  it  with  disdain,  and  pur- 
sued that  policy  which  tended  so  much  to 
add  lustre  and  greatness  to  the  crown  he 
wore.  Undoubtedly  he  was  a  man  of  no 
religious  scruples.  (Hear,  he^r !— Laugh 
at  the  ministerial  side  of  the  House. )  Cer- 
tainly, I  admit  that  he  was  wholly  indiffe- 
rent about  religion,  but  is  this  to  be  con- 
sidered then  as  a  question  of  religious 
difference  ?  Will  gentlemen  put  it  on 
that  footing  ?  If  they  will  own  that  their 
aversion  to  the  Catholics  is  because  they 
are  of  a  different  religion  from  themselves, 
if  it  is  to  their  extreme  orthodoxy  that 
they  oppose  the  Catholic  claims,  I  Iiave 
nothing  to  say  more:  but  I  understood 
that  this  was  a  mere  question  of  policy, 
and  so  considering  it,  a  more  striking  and 
instructive  example  than  this  can  hardly  be 
produced.  The  supposed  danger  of  leaving 
political  power  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  of  a  different  religion  from  the  mo* 
narch  was  thought  so  great,  that  it  is  said 
to  have  been  proposed  to  Frederic,  that  he 
should  become  himself  a  Catholic.  If 
soch  a  proposal  was  made  he  rejected  it. 


though  certainly  fi^m  no  religiootf  s^rtis-* 
pies,  and  he  adopted  that  which  appeared 
a  remarkable  proof  of  true  wisdom  and 
princely  greatness.  He  established  pub- 
lie  toleration :  he  left  them  in  possession 
of  their  universities :  he  left  them  their 
bishops :  their  generals  were  given  com* 
mands  in  his  own  army,  and  he  secured 
the  affections  of  the  people,  by  laying 
open  to  them  the  opportunity  of  holding 
places  of  trust  in  the  state.  By  thosn 
means  the  great  Frederic,  notwithstand^ 
ing  the  threatened  dangers  of  the  PaptI 
see,  found  in  the  Silesian  Catholics  the 
most  attached  and  well  affected  of  all  his 
subjects. 

Sir,  there  is  a  mode  of  conduct  adopted 
on  this  question,  which  appears  to  me,  upoil 
a  subject  of  this  kind,  most  uncandid  arid 
unjust.  Is  it  just  by  looking  into  the 
tenets  which  constitute  their  religious 
faith,  taking  them  in  their  strictest  sen's^^ 
and  then  ascribing  to  every  person  pnn 
fessinff  that  faith,  the  adoption  of  that  tenet 
and  of  all  the  most  odious  consequendeei 
which  can  be  inferred  from  it.  Should 
we  think  that  we  who  are  of  th^  establish^ 
ed  religion  were  very  candidly  treated  if 
we  were  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  ?  If 
any  person  looking  into  the  articles  of  oat 
religion,  and  finding  there  that  the  Atba^ 
nasian  creed  is  adopted  and  declared  to  be 
of  undoubted  authority^  were  thence  to  in- 
fer that  every  member  of  the  Church  of 
England  professes  that  an  all  merciful  God 
has  doomed  to  never  ending  torments  all 
those  who  do  not  firmly  believe  what  h^ 
has  not  given  them  understandings  clearlj 
to  comprehend ;  and  yet  this  is  exactly  as 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  dealt  with  b^ 
those  who  ascribe  to  each  individaal  ef 
that  faith,  all  that  they  can  find  miost  ob* 
jectionable  in  the  doctrines  eatablished  by 
the  councils  of  Lateran  or  the  council  of 
Trent. 

Now,  Sir,  oflen  and  often  as  this  qtkes* 
lion  has  been  brought  before  parliament 
the  same  frivolous  answer  has  been  giveh 
to  the  Catholics.  The  excuse  has  alwayi 
been,  and  for  what  reason  I  never  could 
discover,  that  the  time  was  nbt  proper  for 
the  discussion  of  the  subject.  We  are 
again  told  that  therfe  claims  ought  not  to 
be  entertained  now.  I  would  ask;  Sir» 
whether  any  man  could  have  anticipated 
two  years  ago  that  such  an  anftwer 'Wbnld 
have  been  given  to  the  Catholics  this  day* 
under  all  the  consideration  of  times  and 
circumstances  that'their  claims' are  'brbagbt 
before    parliament?    The  excuse  which 
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ijaigbt  fgrmerly  appear  9  ptxuible  objrfc 
tion  to  ^bie  diacuuion,  Iibj  1^0  IVPS^r  M'7 
foundflion-  ^ery  thing  cQafSJFft  pow 
tom^beilie  time  fvyoarable  fiiTcuryinc 
tbii  question.  Tfie  temper  fflil  conduct  o| 
the  Catbolici  i>  cDtitled  to  ygur  cptifi(teD<!e 
ant)  reipect.  We  tee  them  ft^  fhis  mfl- 
saent  sobmittinglbemwlTes  with  the  nt- 
injMt  humility  to  the  e^iitiog  law  of  thje 
laod.  And  notwitbfltuiding  the  character 
giren  of  them  to  the  contrary,  yijeldiag 
tljeir  opinions  to  the  decifjoiu  ofsoiffta  gf 
juilice :  and  with  all  thejr  psnifopi  ^d 
prejudice*  ruosed  by  the  ipprebeouifff  iff 
•OBie  new  attack  upon  their  priyxlem  ^a^ 
liberties,  yet,  submitting  .•'.'.'  ftjl^iuni- 
lity,  to  that  which  wai  itftted  to  tii>._;  ISt 
be  the  law  of  the  land  ;  apd  yjleldiog  Vf 
its  conse<)uenceB  with  deferenee  and  obe- 
dience, under  the  coa;riGtioa  of  it*  re|U99 
andjttstice. 

yve  have  nov  thoae  T.ery  CtiboUoi 
yrho  hsTe  thui  8vbmitt«d  theii)«elvef 
.calmly  to  the  adminiatration  of  ^e  iaw^ 
at  the  present  time  petLtixuvfl^  ito  i^  fid- 
Initted  to  the  rights  and  priril w^  o|  Bri- 
'''  vilh  bumble  luofMHion  to 


your  wisdom  and  your  leoM  of  jtiptice. 
We  hare  not  alone  the  Catiuilich~«(:oi<iii>( 
W  humble  (uitors  to  your  bv,  bat  .jip 
JhaTe  the  Prateattnts  of  Ireland  thftm- 
telvea,  whoie  appreheniiona  of  ^^pgv 
Jiare  always  been  represented  ^  at  to  ^ 
the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  ihe  Ca- 
tholic conceasiong,— now  seconduig -the  Pa- 
tition  of  their  Catholic  brethren,  and  h^ 
«ecching  you  to  admit  tbem  to  the  bane- 
fits  of  the  constitution,  as  the  only  ,wa7 
you  can  give  them  that  (^curity  wjtucn 
you  profesj  to  promise  them.  Jo  oppp- 
fition  to  these  Petitions,  you  have  qn  tba 
other  hand — who?  All  the  United  King- 
dom remains  in  silence.  There  is  not  g 
^gle  dissentient  Toice  to  the  jaitice  of 
thev  claims,  saye  only  the  Petitions  of  the 
universities  of  Oxford,  Carabridge,  and 
the  corporation  of  Dublin.  NotwiUiit^- 
iog  the  inflammatory  pamphlets  aod 
hand  bills  distributed  to  excite  opposition, 
and  to  produce  resistance  to  those  claimi, 
DO  opposition  has  followed,  no  disientieqt 
Toice  has  been  raised  except  those  I  hare 
jnentiooed,  and  the  voices  of  the.honqitr- 
able  genilemcn  00  the  other  side  of  tho 
Housu.  They  in  abort  are  the  only  ob- 
stacles to  these  concessions,  ^a  haTie  '  niih  contempt, 
the  former  opinions  and  promises  of  the  </  " 
illostrious  person  now  at  the  he)d  of  the  1 
gijTemmeiit  in  favourof  those  concessipflc,  y 
j^ut  his  prc-jent  minister  are .againit,i)iip>  1 
(VOL.XX1I.)  I 


and  unless  his  frimdi  uv  ni|ta|m»— 
[The  Speaker  here  inliipab^  ll^  ibv  WH . 
outoforder.] 

We  have  it  nol  now  stated  ■«  00  fojine^ 
occasions,  that  great  fcroplei  are  enter* 
tained  in  the  higbM  cyiarteron  ,t)iis  ft^ 
ject,  which  are  wDo))y  i^faT9nrable  tp  lh|| 
hopes  of  its  success : — tkfqn  Uiis  qaeiFioilf 
then,  we  have  the  cpocurrei^c^  of  all  pef- 
sons  and  individnfil*  fif  vrefj  deicrip^iof 
in  the  couniry — except  qqIv  tbose  Jl  b»fft 
mentioned;  and  t 4r  ''ffi  »t»f^t vfiftf  ^ 
the  concurrence  of  many  hon.  gw)fiem:^ 
opposite,  at  least  niklil  we  naVe  tba  iw*r 
Biire  of  hearing  someof  themjjMaltp^'ne 
nubJe  lord  opposite  (C]|itflcituh)  ifi  N>u 
-always  stated,  ihat-^il^aPeapoi^  for .oilp^uIl]^^, 
tht.  -icsiion  iv~->  the  ndapUien  of  the  par- 
ticular oi^casion,  will,  I  majjia  no  dj^qbt. 
support  OS  now  upon  tbia  qi^etti^n. 

When  we  recoUcct  aUtheia  cirtpmr 
stances — when  wf  conitder  that  the  alviq^ 
formerly  excited  apop  the  jn^ectofC^* 
reign  influence,  no  longar  h>*C  «l>y 
foundation  :  whe0  we  iKe  Lnstant^  of  iff, 
descriptions,  and  i;yen  ProtcatapU  ihfW: 
selves.  Joining  in  ,(uw  coounon  Voice  ((ft' 
this  great  question;  i;^  when  w*  kflW 
the  fatal  cuiiseiioencea  ,«f  «  refiual,  Jl 
would  ask  whether  it  if  |wliljc  ip  t^ 
House  of  Commons,  nnder  ,circnoiiUifc^ 
so  (avouiable  to  tiM  qnettion  >■  ,tbay  an 
at  the  present  mamant,  to  telt  tne  Romao 
Catholics  thai  "we  will  not  only  atjjt 
grant  your  claim,  bnt  we  wjil  i)o.t,eTeii 
hear  any  thing  on  this  lubjecU  We  will 
not  enquire  whether  you  claimaare  wrong 
or  righily  fonndcd:  wa  will  not  ev(;n  so 
much  as  listen  to  yon."  Depend  upon  it 
that  tiiese  people  must  be  beard.  If  you 
do  not  hear  them  now  they  will  coton 
again  and  again  :  and  every  time  they  ap* 
pear  at  your  bar,  they  wilf  come  with  in* 
creased  acquisition!  of  atrenglb;  and  that 
which  you  might  give  them  with  gracii 
and  condescension  now— will  appear  tp 
come  berealler  rrou  far  other  motive 
than  a  sense  of  jiutice,  nuoa  and  good 


If  the  right  hon.  gentlemtn  thinka  that 

holding  such  tangoage  ii  holding  the  Ian* 

gunge  of  iniimidattiMi,  bs  is  vary  mncb 

nmtaken  in  the  feelings  of  imm^nnatnra. 

If  the  repetition  of  complaint!  brooght 

again  and  again,  aftarbaTing  bqeo  rejected 

lb  contempt,  is  to  be  called  the  langqa«a 

Torce,  1  know  not  upon  what  principw 

t' right  hon.  gentleman's  sense  of  polttiGl^ 

nice  is  founded.  ' 

Sir,  1  thii^k^  ahoiild  jwt  disfibfMX*  IW 

(3  P)  
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duty  as  an  honest  man,  if,  reflecting  on  the 
tremendous  dangers  by  which  the  country 
it  surrounded,  I  did  not  give  my  rote  for 
this  question. 

Mr.  FttZ/er.—  Mr.  Speaker,  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  member  was  the  most  extra- 
ordinary I  ever  heard  in  the  course  of  my 
life.  1  was  astonished  to  hear  him,  who 
is  at  the  head  of  the  Dissenters  of  this 
country,  and  who  I  have  been  informed  is 
retained  for  them,  speak  in  the  way  he 
has  done.  I  should  like  to  know,  however, 
from  the  hon.  member  how  he  came  to 
Bwalk.w  the  test  oath  before-  he  came 
ar^oiij^st  us  ? — (dies  of  Order !    Order  ! 

from  the  Chair,  and  froiu  the  House.)       ,   i 

^\  i' 

Sir  Samuel  "Romilly. — Mr.  Speaker; 
whatever  that  hon.  member  can  say,  shall 
not  rouse  me  to  the  use  of  any  unparlia- 
mentary language.  Where  the  hon. 
member  got  his  information  respecting  me, 
I  cannot  possible  imagine ;  but  who  ever 
told  him  that  I  come  here  retained  for  the 
Dissenters,  told  him  a  gross  falshood.  As 
to  my  being  at  the  head  of  the  dissenting 
body,  and  my  having  smallowed  the  test 
which  he  mentions,  the  hon.  gentleman,  as 
he  takes  so  much  interest  respecting  me, 
will  be  glad,  perhaps,  to  hear,  that  I  was 
educated  in  the  Established  Church  ;  that 
I  have  always  attended  places  of  religious 
worship  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Es- 
tablished Church ;  and  that  I  do  not  recol- 
lect that  I  have  ever  been  even  out  of  cu- 
riosity in  a  Dissenting  meeting  house. 

Mr.  Fm//<t.— I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  baronet  for  his  explana* 
tion  ;  and  I  cannot  but  compliment  him 
on  the  extraordinary  feeling  which  he  hat 
shewn  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  William  Smith, — Sir ;  at  this  late 
hour  I  shall  detain  the  House  but  for 
a  very  few  minutes,  for  not  being  myself 
a  member  of  the  Established  Church,  I 
can  scarcely  expect  to  be  beard  on  this 
que<:tion  without  some  distrust. 

My  hon.  and  learned  friend  wbohasjust 
sat  down,  has  told  the  House  that  he  never 
to  his  knowledge  attended  public  worship 
Qor  even  entered  the  doora  of  a  Dissenters' 
meeting  house.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  not 
■shamed  to  say  that  I  am  in  the  constant 
habit  of  attending  divine  service  in  a 
house  of  that  description,  and  I  must  in- 
form the  hon.  gentleman  over  the  way, 
(Mr.  Fuller)  tor  his  comfort,  that  I  stand 
oero  without  having  **  swallowed''   any 


test,  or  taken  any  oath  repugnant  to  my. 
conscience.  I  am.  Sir,  one  of  the  few 
Dissenters  not  precluded  by  scruples  to 
certain  oaths  from  entering  within  thes^ 
walls ;  but.  Sir,  although  there  are  no  im- 
pediments thrown  in  my  way  from  eD« 
tering  here  such  as  preclude  the  Ronaa 
Catholics,  yet  I  am  equally  precluded 
with  them  under  my  religious  sentiments^ 
from  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  emolu-  ' 
ment  under  the  state.  For  although  those  ^ 
sentiments  do  not  render  me  ineligible  to 
a  seat  in  parliament,  yet  I  cannot  aToid 
thinking  that  a  strange  anomaly  in  the 
law,  which  while  it  renders  a  man  eligible 
to  a  sj^nt  III 'fnis  House,  and  to  aid  in  the 
masing  laws  for  the  government  of  tbo 
realm,  yet  declare  him  unfit  to  sit  at 
a  magistrate  in  administering  those  laws 
even  in  the  case  of  a  turnpike  road,  or 
acting  as  an  exciseman.  Such,  however^ 
Sir,  is  my  case  and  that  of  all  those  who 
think  religiously  with  me ;  and  therefore  in 

F leading  the  cause  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
am  contending  also  for  my  own. 

*^  Nam  tua  res  agitur  paries  cum  proximu^ 
ardet." 

Sir,  I  believe  there  is  no  man  in  this 
House  whose  religious  opinions  differ  more 
widely  from  th6se  of  the  Roman  Catholic^ 
than  mine:  but  I  feel  that  no  just  reason 
why  they  should  on  that  account  be  pre« 
eluded  from  enjoying  the  same  civil  rights 
and  privileges  under  the  same  government 
with  myself,  to  the  support  of  which  theT 
as  equally  and  as  loyally  contributed, 
and  in  the  maintenance  and  security  of 
which  they  must  be  equally  interested. 

Sir,  the  vexatious  and  injurious  nature 
of  these  incapacities  have  been  justly, 
and  I  think  not  too  forcibly  stated  by  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend.  They  are  pre* 
cisely  of  the  same  nature  with  those  in- 
flicted for  certain  crimes  to  which  the  law 
has  affixed  the  character  of  infamy.  They 
are  privations  of  civil  rights  enjoyed  by 
other  subjects :  obstacles  to  advancement 
in  every  honourable  profession,  and  thttr 
natural  tendency  is  to  depress  those  on 
whom  they  operate  below  the  rank  which 
their  talents  and  characters  would,  other- 
wise, entitle  them  to  enjoy.  I  ask.  Sir, 
is  this  not  an  evil,  and  a  most  serious  one  ? 
And  if  inflicted  by  the  will  of  others, 
on  account  merely  of  diti'ering  in  religions 
opinions  from  themselves,  is  it  not  a  ]Su- 
nishment  for  professing  those  opinions  ? 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  the  law 
does  not  consider  non*conformity  a  crime. 
It  has  been  expressly  so  laid  down  by  nsy 
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lord  Mansfield,  in  his  memorable  Argu- 
ment on  tbe  Sheriffs'  Case  in  the  House  of 
Lords;  and  I  ask  then,  is  it  not  absurd 
and  unjust  in  tbe  extreme  to  inflict  punish- 
ment where  no  crime  is  even  alleged  ? 
Is  it  possible  for  men  so  treated  to  banish 
from  their  minds  the  sense  of  oppression  ? 
But  to  be  gravely  told  by  persons  under 
none  of  those  inconveniencies,  and  enjoy- 
ing all  their  own  civil  rights  in  their  fullest 
extent,  that  these  exclusions  and  this 
stigma  are  not  punishments  in  reality  be- 
cause they  are  not  so  called  in  law,  I 
cannot  but  consider  as  adding  a  bitter  in- 
sult to  a  most  severe  injury.  And*  Sir, 
with  this  feeling  in  myself,  I  am  naturally 
led  to  suppose  that  the  Catholics  are 
equally  alive  to  the  injustice.  As  to  tbe 
immediate  question,  I  think  that  the  true 
and  even  the  safest  line  of  argument  is  to 
take  it  up  on  the  high  ground  of  right,  nor 
am  I  afraid  at  any  time  so  to  defend  it; 
but  I  will  for  the  present  decline  that 
course,  both  because  in  this  debate  it  has 
been  argued  on  political  expediency  alone, 
and  because  I  fear  that  even  should  I  be 
successful  in  convincing  the  understand- 
ings of  gentlemen  on  the  abstriact  right,  I 
should  fail  of  gaining  their  votes* 

It  seem<)  to  me  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Yorke)  has  stated  a  good  lo- 
gical argument.  It  is  true«  that  in  theory, 
some  danger  might  be  apprehended  from 
a  foreign  spiritual  head,  acting  through 
the  medium  of  priests  attached  exclusively 
to  its  interests,  on  a  population  possessed 
of  a  large  share  of  political  power.  And 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  duty  and  obliga- 
tion of  obedience  to  this  spiritual  chief 
is  indissoluble^  and  in  many  cases,  para- 
mount to  all  others.-— But  surelythe  reply 
is  obvious  and  easy ;  such  dangers  are  all 
comparative ;  they  were  compounded  of 
the  force  acting,  and  the  subject  or  mate- 
rial on  which  it  operated :  and  therefore, 
though  the  Papal  connection  should  conti- 
nue to  exist  after  the  concession  of  every 
civil  and  pplitical  right,  it  does  not 
at  all  follow  that  the  danger  would  by 
those  concessions  be  increased :  because, 
if  by  such  just  and  liberal  treatment,  dis- 
contents were  allayed,  and  men's  afiec- 
tions  gained,  the  whole  mass  would  be  less 
susceptible  of  any  undue  influence;  and 
though  possessed  of  greater  power,  would 
be  far  less  the  just  object  of  suspicion  or 
alarm.  But  though,  for  these  reasons,  I 
am  extremely  desirous  of  going  into  the 
committee,  I  will  not  disguise  my  opinion, 
PQr  advise  those  to  enter  on  the  enquiry 
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who  are  determined  to  grant  no  more  than 
merely  tbe  removal  of  the  remaining  dis- 
abilities.  I,  for  one,  am  convinced  that 
the  Catholics  had  a  strict  right  to  much 
more,  and  never  can  be,  perhaps  never 
ought  to  be  satisfied  till  they  oouin  it :  If, 
when  our  eyes  are  opened  to  the  percep- 
tion of  what  is  just,  we  are  afraid  of  acting 
up  to  our  convictions,  it  would  b^  better 
not  to  permit  the  light  to  enter.  One  hon. 
gentleman  has  referred  much  to  history, 
from  which  in  my  opinion,  he  would  have 
done  more  wisely  to  have  abstained,  be- 
cause that  reciprocation  of  injuries  which  for 
centuries  formed  almost  the  only  connec- 
tion between  England  and  Ireland  was  aa 
invidious  topic,  more  calculated  to  irritate 
than  to  allay  animosity, — nor  would  I  my- 
self have  touched  on  it,  only  with  a  view 
to  rebu^  the  false  inferences  which  have 
been  drawn  from  a  partial  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

In  our  Union  with  Scotland  we  treated 
with  her  as  an  equal;  finding  the  people  In 
possession  of  an  established  form  of  wor- 
ship and  attached  to  it,  we  enquired  not 
into  its  truth  or  itsconfornyty  to  our  ownj 
but,  satisfied  that  it  was  tne  religion  of 
the  minority,  we  solemnly  confirmed  it  in 
possession.  Ireland  on  the  other  hand, 
aAer  long  and  bitter  contentions,  we  bad 
by  force  subdued ;  and  her  treatment  was 
that  of  a  conquered  province.  The  vast 
majority  of  her  population  we  found  Ca- 
tholics ;  and  contrary  to  all  right  and  jus- 
tice—contrary to  all  sound  policy,  since 
England  had  become  Protestant,  we  nol 
only  subverted  tbe  establisbpaent  of  the 
Irish  majority,  but  erected  our  own  on  its 
ruins,  usine  it  and  its  revenues,  not  for  the 
only  legitimate  purpose  of  any  establish- 
ment, the  promotion  of  morality  and  vir- 
tue, the  instruction  of  the  people,  and  the 
support  of  relieious  worship,  according  to 
that  form  which  best  satisfies  the  majority, 
on  which  ground  alone  a  whole  nation  caa 
justly  be  called  on  to  contribute;  but 
compelling  all  to  pay  for  the  convenience 
of  a  few,  applying  the  contributions  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  hierarchy  repugnant  to 
the  feelings  of  the  country,  and  whose 
chief  use  is,  that  of  a  political  engine  to 
uphold  and  strengthen  the  civil  power  of 
the  conquerors.  Is  this  the  way  to  ap- 
pease discontents— to  eradicate  old  pre- 
judices—to reconcile  difierences — to  ex- 
tirpate foreign  attachments  f  The  Church 
of  England  worship  indeed  has  now  been 
so  long  established  there,  and  is  so  inter- 
Woven  with  the  rights  of  property  and  tbf 
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of  thfe  measure.  I  could  hdV^  i^ish^d'otit 
efforts  had  been  confined  ttt  sbeviring  %hh 
fallacy  of  their  anprehehslons  tit  claiig^f, 
and  thai  fears  of  tne  subversion  bf  the  t6fl« 
stitulioti  in  either  Church  or  State,  nwh 
in  the  highest  degree  groundless,  idle,  and 
even  ridiculous.  To  Such  feats, hoiVfeVer,  do 
I  alone  believe  wb  Owe  ihh  opposition  ^l 
this  moment  shewn  to  the  itieasurfe.  Whetk 
I  look  round  aiid  see  the  numbers  nniBrtd- 
natel  V  opposied  to  us ;  when  I  consider  hotr 
the  character  of  nutnbelrs  of  ibeoi  Aland  itl 
every  one'i  estimation,  it  U  in  Tain  to 
charge  the  oppbSition  We  meet  with  td  th^ 
spirit  of  bigotry,  persecution,  olr  party* 
Many  hard  words  haVe  been  bettbwed  oA 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chsincdlor  df  tbfi 
Exchequer.  1  owe  it  to  candbur  and  Jbl* 
tice  to  say,  that  from  the  time  hb  b^cfttnfe 
minister,  ne  has  risen  in  the  estimation  ttf 
the  public,  t^dr  ohe,  however,  deeply  1 
lament  his  too  powerful  opposition  tenant 
1  think  a  most  advantageous  measure. 

I  believe  that  opposition  to  arise  frbtti 
the  purest  and  fairest  motives ;  I  ^il)  add. 
I  believe  in  common  with  most,  if  Hot  idl 
our  opposers,  if  We  could  convince  tb^tki 
their  fears  were  groundless,  they  WoaM 
cease  their  opposition.  To  remove  thleftla 
fears  should  then  be  our  m&io  object;  and 
I  could  have  wished  that  eVen  a  Slill  llirg;(lr 
share  of  the  shining  abilities  evinced  in 
this  debate,  had  been  bestowed  6b  thk 
point,  instead  of  abusing,  however  jabtly, 
laws  now  obsolete  and  abolished,  abd 
those,  who  still  support  the  remnant  6t 
that  wretched  code  once  law.  The  pehU 
code  being  at  one  time  law,  I  alloVv  th^ 
onus  pfohandi  of  advantage  of  a  repeal  lay 
oh  those  jvho  proposed  that  repeal.  They 
did  succeed  in  obtaining  a  repeal  of  muco 
the  greater  part.  We  can,  I  think,  stiew 
no  dangers  are  likely  to  accroe  froin  Ithe 
repeal  of  the  whole.  To  this  should  tlia 
real  well-wishers  of  the  measure  bend  their 
force.  The  benefits  arising  frodk  SQch  a 
measure,  as  tending  to  promote  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  empire,  no  one  d^* 
nies.  The  dangers  real  or  imaginary  ar^ 
urged  by  its  opposers  as  so  great,  as  to  Oc* 
cation  a  probable  preponderance  of  ^?iU 
It  is  fair  to  ask,  what  are  these  dangers; 
are  they  serious  dangers,  or  are  they  in- 
surmountable :  and  are  the  two  relisioot 
at  complete  variance  ?  I,  for  one,  beueVe 
in  truth,  the  difference  not  great :  that 
during  the  progress  of  the  Reforrnktion^ 
and  for  some  time  after,  whilst  the  Ca'tho* 
lies  might  hope  to  regain  the  imment6 
property  their  Church  nad  loi^  and  tU 


frame  of  the  government,  that  its  subver- 
sion, in  favour  of  any  other,  cannot  now 
for  a  moment  be  contemplated  :  but  sure- 
ly the  liberal,  the  just,  the  obvious  policy 
vVouId  be  to  attach  the  Catholic  clergy, 
sind  through  them  their  people,  to  the 
Protestant  government,  by  taking  them 
openly  and  directly  under  its  protection, 
and  applying  part  of  the  Churcn  revenues 
to  their  decent  and  comfortable  mainte- 
nance. Thus  would  the  laity  feel  that  a 
portion  at  least  of  those  revenues  was 
equitably  directed,  and  the  clergy  having 
at  home  a  natural  object  of  their  respect 
and  affection,  would  speedily  lose  those 
regards  towards  any  foreign  head  which 
could  reasonably  excite  apprehension  or 
jealousy  in  their  civil  superiors.  On 
these  principles  we  acted  in  Canada,  not 
then  surmising  that  eveti  Frenchmen  might 
not  be  indulged  in  a  partial  establishment 
of  their  religion,  without  endangering 
their  allegiance;  but  conceiving  on  the 
other  hand,  that  to  free  them  from  all  irk- 
some and  unnecessary  restraints  was  the 
best  mode  to  secure  it ;  and  when  have 
We  heard  of  an}'  disturbances  occasioned 
by  the  Pope  in  Canada  ?  Why  then  should 
we  not  extend  measures  equally  kind  and 
paternal  to  Ireland,  or  why  fear  that  there 
only,  generosity  and  justice  would  fail  to 
produce  their  uniform  effects  on  the  human 
heart? 

There  are  many  other  points  on  which 
I  could  with  pleasure  have  enlarged,  but 
the  subject  has  been  so  amply  and  ably 
discussed  on  the  present  as  well  as  on  for- 
mer occasions,  by  the  highest  talents  in 
this  assembly,  that  I  will  occupy  no  more 
of  your  time,  but  conclude  by  expressing 
my  firm  conviction,  that  the  question  is 
now  no  longer,  whether  the  thing  should 
be  done,  but  when  ?  Whether  you  should 
immediately  secure  the  affections  of  our 
fellow  subjects  and  guarantee  the  public 
safety,  by  yielding  to  the  call  of  policy 
and  justice  ;  or,  by  indecision  and  delay, 
prolong  the  season  of  disunion  and  danger, 
with  the  certainty  of,  a  perhaps  too  late, 
repentance. 

iVIr.  Herbert  of  Kerry. — ^Though  as  an 
advocate  for  the  equalization  of  the  Catho- 
lics in  every  political  right  with  their  fel- 
low subjects,  I  must  feel  highly  gratified 
in  general  l>y  the  turn  this  debate  has 
taken,  there  have  been  expressions  in  the 
M'arnuh  of  discussion  I  could  have  wished 
omitted.  Much  censure  and  some  hard 
terms  have  been  bestowed  on  the  opposers 
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otbfer  side  feared  for  their  acquisitioiU : 
that  the  diflbrences  betWeeti  the  old  iiod 
new  Churches  should  be  held  to  be  irre- 
cdtictlable  is  iiitural,  btit  now  when  the 
f^ars  of  ihe  re$t]mptioti  of  the  iibbey  labdft^ 
and  the  temporal  poWer  of  the  Pope  Are 
mere  bugbears,  that  it  should  not  be  seen 
(one  or  tWo  dogmas  ettentedl  that  the 
Established  Church  differs  hot  little  from 
its  patent,  is  to  me  surprizing.  1  believe, 
should  th^  distirictidtis  Itoadii  by  law  be- 
tween them,  be  taken  aWay.  we  should 
shortly  wonder  how  we  could  so  Wafmly 
differ  oh  sUch,  in  fact,  kllght  rdigious  dif- 
ferencel.  tn  fatt,  it  iS  my  fihll  Opinion, 
but  for  the  disabilities  ita)(>Oft^  on  the  Ct- 
thollcs,  there  Would  be  ho  mofe  fear  frokn 
Cathblicism  to  the  Established  Church 
than  frokn  any  other  sect  c  1  will  add,  if 
the  Church  lay  aside  old  prejudices  they 
'might  perceive  othe^  dfeingers,  and  per- 
haps less  remote  than  flhom  the  parent  ro- 


Catholics  would,  as  heretofore,  be  foutid 
rather  amongst  its  Allies  and  de^hdek-s, 
than  amoiigst  its  enemies.  So  stroh^ly  do 
I  believe  this  to  be  fact,  that  I  always  re- 
gret the  opportunity  lost  not  long  sihce, 
when,  by  the  impious  n^adness  of  the  de- 
mocratical  rulers  of  France,  revealed  reli- 
gion itself  was  attacked  through  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  whilst  we  were  literally  soard* 
ing  from  danger  the  head  of  their  Cnulrch, 
it  was  not  tried  whether  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable by  the  means  of  a  general  council, 
to  have  closed  a  schism  which  hss  givvh 
cause  ot'  triumph  to  the  enemies  of  Chris- 
tianity ;  and  which  might  once  more  have 
ended  in  the  harmony  and  onion  of  the 
whole  Christian  Church,  now  so  unfortu- 
nately split  and  divided.  But  supposing 
an  union  of  the  parent  and  reformed  reli- 
gions at  present,  to  be  impracticable  ;  te 
an  union  of  governments  has  taken  place 
between  the  two  islands,  I  urge  there  is  now 
no  one  solid  argument  or  reasonable  ap- 
prehensioii  of  danger,  that  can  be^irlv 
urged  against  giving  their  share  of  politi- 
cal |)o\ver  to  the  Catholrcs.  Scotland  is 
an  example  that  on  an  union's  taking  place 
— Sir,  1  perceive  the  impatience  of  tlie 
House  for  the  question,  and  I  will  detain 
them  but  a  very  short  time,  omitting  going 
into  any  detail.  To  extricate  Ireland  tirom 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  she  stood, 
four-iifths  of  her  population  Catholics,  send 


perhiipi  sm  equal  mtjori^  of  tko  Itlsiiln 
acquired  by  learning,  and  of  personal  anj 
real  property  Protestnot,  was  one  main 
reason  with  mo  for  wishing  an  nnion  bo« 
tween  the  two  islteids.  I  look  on  Iho 
Union  As  e?ett  the  |>aliAdif]m  of  Ireland^ 
because  I  donceive  whilst  in  their  own  par« 
liament  the  boroughs  remained  in  the  bands 
they  were,. an  equilitv  of  rights  would 
never  hate  been  ckrried,  nor  woold  a  king 
of  England  ti^t  hite  gif  en  GOnsOnt  to  the 
equalization  of  the  Citholics,  before  aa 
union,  had  it  eren  been  consented  to  in 
Ireland ;  and  the  Worst  of'  civil  and  »oH« 
gioos  wars  woold  probably  haTO  tidceii 
plit^O.  I  think  It  the  palladium  of  Ireliuid, 
becttuse  An  unbn  having  tkken  pltce, 
e? ery  solid,  nky  eten  ptau«ble  argument^ 
against  giving  their  Share  of  power  to  tho 
CAtholics,  has  fallen  to  the  ground,  and 
sooner  or  later,  (and  now  t  think  soon,  if 
they  mar  not  the  prospect)  they  will  ofai. 


ligioTi.     For  obe  cobvert  made  from  4he   tain  their  proportion. ,  I  will  not  enlargo^ 
Church  by  the  Citholics  twenij  ore  losi  Sir;  this  WAS  in  ttkti  promised  them  :  it 
by  the  assiduity  of  others:  and  i  am  con- 
Tinced  were  the  Established  ChUrch  even 
now  attacked  and  seriously  in  danger,  the 


is  A  debt  of  honour,  and  should  be  paid.  I 
know,  now,  this  promise  is  often  denied^ 
and  we  are  caliea  on  to  produce  it :  I  most 
admit  our  op)x>sors  mky  with  Shvloek 
ple&d, "  It  is  not  in  the  bond."  1  do  nol 
see  the  tiause  in  the  bond.  If,  Sir,  peiw 
sons  high  in  power  were  silent,  their  ileri* 
vitives  were  not  ko;  and  gentlemen  in  ge» 
nerAl  deceived  themselves,  or  deceived 
others.  It  was  by  jnyself.  In  Common 
with  nurol)ers,  held  out  to  our  tenantry,  to 
our  neigbbooYS  and  Mends,  that  as  all 
plausible  arguments  against  giving  their 
share  of  power  to  the  Catholics,  would 
be  taken  away  by  An  onion,  the  first  op. 
portunity  would  bo  taken  of  discussing 
the  matter  in  th«  Imperial  parliament; 
and  of  uniting  all  hands  and  hearts  ill 
the  safety  of  the  empire.  Wo  havo 
lately,  ^md  but  lately,  united  hands,  in 
^Yne  degree,  by  Itne  measure  of  tbo* 
inierchatige  of  toe  militias.  Wo  wani 
but  the  present  nreasuire,  I  nnst,  to  in* 
tOrchSMge  hearts^  and  'whatever  may  bO 
the  face  of  this  question  for  the  moment,  it 
the  medsute  is  pxirsued  with  calmness^  and 
without  marring  it  Or  mixing  it  with  party 
bosrooss,  il  Win  uttimatety,  and  tna(t  I 
^liik  At  no  remote  period,  prevail.  , 

As  A  f'isAi 'friend  to  the  measure,  t  do* 
pi'e(;ate  tho  InYOlViOa  tbis  great  queiiirioii 
in  dispYrtes  on  suSbOYflinato  and  collateral 
points.  1  much  fear  We  have  lost  ground 
m  the  cfpinion  of  msmy  persons,  by  being ' 
unifertutiately  engaged  fn  dhq)otes  with  the 

govemmcfnt  of  the  leoomry  xm  modco  olf 
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petitioning,  and  on  which,  as  far  as  yet  ap- 
pears, the  law  is  said  to  be  against  us.  This 
dispute  brought  on  much  irritation,  and 
the  main  question,  though,  in  fact,  not  con- 
cerned, has  I  fear  suffered ;  for  I  believe 
if  it  were  not  for  the  unfortunate  starting 
of  what  is  called  the  Veto,  and  for  the 
starting  of  this  equally  unfortunate  dispute 
about  the  right  of  petitioning  by  delegates, 
we  might  now  have  carried  our  question. 
I  perceive  the  impatience  of  the  House,  I 
will  only  allude  to  one  fact,  as  brought 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  doc- 
tor, I  mean  bis  denial  of  the  numbers  of 
the  Catholics,  and  indeed  even  of  the  great 
population  of  Ireland.  I  can  assert,  I  have 
reason  from  observations  of  my  own,  and 
those  of  a  most  ingenious  roan  who  was 
engaged  in  writing  the  history  of  our 
country,  but  who  is  unfortunately  now  no 
more,  that  the  numbers,  when  the  return  is 
made  by  the  new  Bill,  will  be  found  to  be 
even  more  than  ever  supposed.  At  all 
events  it  is  a  fact,  that  not  less  than  350,000 
men  have,  in  the  army,  navy,  and  militia, 
supported  in  the  war  the  cause  of  the  em- 
pire. How  they  have  supported  it,  the 
annals  of  the  country,  and  even  the  Reports 
of  Thanks  of  the  House  will  prove.  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  from  the  question. 
Every  motive  of  justice,  honour,  and  gra- 
titude, call  for  the  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure ; — so  thinking,  it  must  have,  of  course, 
my  support. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, — Sir; 
it  is  with  great  reluctance  I  rise  to  address 
the  House,  but  I  can  assure  gentlemen 
that  I  shall  endeavour  to  trouble  them 
with  as  few  observations,  as  I  think  the  na- 
ture of  the  question  and  the  state  of  the 
case  will  permit  me  to  do.  / 

Sir,  I  am  sure  the  House  must  indeed 
feci  extremely  fatigued  with  the  repetition 
of  arguments  they  have  so  often  heard  on 
this  question  ;  and  I  feel,  that  there  is  so 
little  novelty  in  it,  that  I  cannot  flatter  my- 
self with  the  hope  of  laying  before  them  any 
new  view  of  the  subject;  and  certainly,  did 
I  not  apprehend,  that  I  should  be  suspect- 
ed of  having  withdrawn  myself  from  the 
proposition,  which  I  think  it  is  so  neces- 
sary to  maintain,  I  should  have  permitted 
the  question  to  go  to  a  division  without  a 
single  observation.  Before  i  proceed  to 
the  observations,  which  occur  to  my  mind 
upon  the  subject,  I  should  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  any  opinion  which 
1  may  express,  tending  to  evince  a  belief 
in  my  mind,  that  the  present  is  not  the 
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proper  time  that  the  claims  of  the  €•• 
tholics  should  be  conceded,  implies  no  de- 
claration that  I  do  not  in  my  own  mind 
anticipate  the  possibility,  (though  I  do  not 
by  any  means  at  present  conceive  the  pro* 
bability,}  that  circumstances  may  never  be 
so  materially  altered  as  to  induce  me  to  re- 
view the  question  in  a  different  light.  But 
I  do  not  myself  anticipate  that  the  circum* 
stances  will  be  such  as  to  induce  me  to 
view  it  in  a  different  aspect  from  what  1  do 
at  present ;  however,!  am  desirous  (if  any 
new  circumstance  should  arise,  tending  to 
alter  such  a  conclusion),  that  the  opinion 
which  I  am  now  expressing,  will  be  comi- 
dered  as  not  involvmg  the  opinion  of  any 
other  individual  with  whom  I  am  con* 
nected  in  political  life;  but  that  I  am 
only  expressing  the  opinion  of  myaelf ; 
and  that  upon  the  question  now,  at  the 
moment  we  are  discussing  it ;  at  the  same 
time,  stating  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opi* 
nion  of  all  those  with  whom  lam  connected,| 
that  the  present  is  not  the  moment  in 
which  any  further  concessions  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  I  b^ 
leave  to  state  this,  in  some  measure  in  con* 
sequence  of  what  we  have  heard  stated  in 
the  course  of  this  night,  of  pledges  thai 
have  been  broken, — of  faith  that  has  been 
violated, — and  of  hopes  that  have  been  ex- 
cited only  to  be  mocked  with  dbappomt* 
ment:— >because  this  is  the  course  said  to 
have  been  taken  on  this  question. 

Sir,  I  really  felt  considerable  doubt 
whether  I  ought  not  at  the  time  we  beard 
insinuations  of  that  description  thrown 
out,  to  have  put  it  to  the  sense  of  the 
House,  whether  they  were  allusions  and 
expressions,  which  could  with  any  degree 
of  propriety  be  admitted  into  the  debate* 
This  was  the  course  1  should  have  adopted^ 
had  I  not  doubted  again,  whether  I  cooM 
conclude  with  certainty,  that  those  insinua- 
tions or  observations  were  meant  to  be  con^ 
nected  with  any  conduct  of  mine ;  or  whe- 
ther they  were  not  united  with  thespeakers 
themselves.  I  cannot  conceive  indeed^  that 
because  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  the  Irish 
parliament  in  1789,  during  the  agitation 
of  the  Regency  question,  or  of  the  manner 
in  which  that  conduct  was  received,  any 
thing  like  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  any  in- 
dividual in  this  House,  as  to  the  conces* 
sion  of  the  Catholic  Claims,  was  given  or 
implied,  or  that  the  conduct  of  any  indi- 
vidual in  this  House,  either  at  that  time  or 
since  that  time,  can  be  considered  as  a 
pledge.  If  it  wasso  thought  to  be  intend- 
ed, I  cannot  conceive  any  thing  more  un* 
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founded,  in  fact,  as  far  as  it  goes,  or  more 
unconsiituiional  than  the  opinion  that  most 
lie  involved  in  that  itatemtnt.  Wilh  re- 
gard to  the  idea  that  any  ibing  being  done, 
or  that  could  be  done  by  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  in  ]T6!>,  could  impose  any  obliga- 
tion on  any  body  OQ  their  behalf — that  is 
an  idea  founded  upon  a  grosi  miscalcula- 
,  and   utterly    inconsistent  with  that 


by  the  Iri^h  parliament,  could  not  be  said 
to  be  done  by  or  for  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland.— rur  in  IT89,  there  irat  no  Ca- 
tholic parUamentary  interest,  or  inRuence 
in  the  Irish  parliament:  because  in  the 
year  1T9'2,  the  Petition  of  the  Roman  Cs' 


jectimmediately  before  the Hodief  InaHir 
do  not  know  bow  I  can  expect  to  be  >(• 
tended  to  ;  for  it  has  been  •»  ofKn  di»< 
cuued,  that  erery  topic  of  argument  upon 
it  seems  to  be  ezhansted. 

It  ii  bowBTer,  of  importance  to  Ibl 
Home,  that  they  should  couiider  pr»- 
cisely  the  nature  of  the  cjuestion   before 

,  —    - J    -  tbem.     What  are  the  ^titiou,  and  whu 

fact:  for  in  17S^,  whatever  could  be  done     the  object  of  the    petttionen    ire.     We 
'  '  ■        "  "      ■  '        ■'     are  all  agreed  that  there   U  nothing  iq 

the  power  of  parliament  to  coiicedej 
that  ifae  petitioners  are  not  diipoinl  to' 
consider  at  their  right  to  aik.  Bat  Uia 
pure  qoeslion  before  ui  is  not  quite  so  wdl 
_  understood  I  apprehend,  u  one  could  wiih, 
s  was  rejected  by  the  Commons  of  ;  because  1  bare  not  heard  either  from  ttm 

Ireland,  there  being  not  more  than  twenty-     right  bon.  gentleman  who  made  the  prewnt 

fire  members  who  voted  for  it.     So  that  in  ,  motion,  or  from  any  individual  who  >np- 

point  of  fact,  nothing''c(iuld  be  more  incon- 

lialent,   supposing   at  ii^t  time   and  be- 
tween that  and  the  present,  any  persons 

surrounding  the  illustrious  personage  to 

be  called  to  the  throne  bad  collected  tbe 

opinions  of  that  illustrious  personage,  ai  to 

the  justice  or  expediency  of  grauting  those 

Claims  19  it  to  be  io^rrea  from  bence, 

that  be    had    involved    himself    in    any 

pledge  from  which  he  could  not  conscien- 

tinusly  recede  }     Will  gentlemen  say  that 

the  Prince,  before  he  comes  to  the  throne, 

■hall  have  any  pledge  elicited  or  extorted 

from   him,  which  at  a  different    period 

under  different  circumstances,  and  difTe- 

rent  views,  he   is  so  obliged   to   fulfil?— 

And  ii  any  attempt  to  recede  from  that 

supposed  pledge  to  be  considered  ts  a 

breach   of  faith?      Is  the  constitutional 

dociriue  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  apposite! 

Do  they  mean  to   maintain    that  »uch  a 

doctrine   is   constitutional  }     I  should  like 

to  hnaw  from  those  constitutional  lawyers 

ov«r  the  way,  whether  they  will  inlorm 

who  was  the  confidential  adviser  of  such  a 

pledge?     I  should  like  to  know  who  was 

the    comiitutional    adviser,    that  recom- 
mended this  violation  of  the  constitution  ? 

Is  it  possible  for  any  man  who   has  any 

knowledge  of  the  consLitution— that  can 

feel  a  sentiment  of  this  description,  or  that 

is  impressed  with  any  feeling  of  respect, 

for  the  high  constitutional  authorities  upon 

this  subject,  to  maintain  this  proposition  a* 

one  that  can  be  deemed  fit  to  act  upon  ?— 

I  am  therefore  surprised  Eo  find,  that  a  sen- 
timent of  this  sort  should  be  expressed  by 

an  hun.    and   learned  gentleman,  whose 

talents  always  take  a  diitingaished  part  in 

this  House, 
la  proceeding,  Sir,  to  consider  iha  snb- 


any  individual  wbo  aori- 
ported  it,  one  word  yet  ai  (o  what  will  m 
the  duty  of  the  committee  called  for.  In- 
deed I  hardly  know,  from  (he  obscnn 
temu  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
has  enveloped  the  proposition  before  oi, 
whether  it  is  bis  intention  that  this  inbject 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  A* 
whole  House,  or  whetber  to  a  wlect  com- 
mittee. — I  have  not  yet  beard  it  dittinctly 
stated  h^  any  one  wno  ii  acquainted  witn 
this  subject,  whether  it  is  a  select  com- 
mittee, or  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houn  ' 
that  is  meant.  The  langtiage  inwhich  tha 
motion  was  couched,  at  tbe  time  it  w» 
made,  did  certainly  lead  to  an  impreniea 
on  my  mind  that  it  was  to  be  a  select  com- 
mittee,  because  I  nndentOod  it  in  these 
words,  "  that  a  committee  be  appointed." 
For  certainly  those  words  would  imply, 
that  a  separate  or  select  committee  waa 
intended.  Now  I  wish,  if  I  mi^ht  be  per- 
mitted, to  ask  the  question  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  whether  I  em  right  in  uiu 
conjecture  ? 

Mr.  Graitan. — The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man is  informed  that  it  may  be  matter  for 
subsequent  consideration,  whether  it  is  to 
be  a  select  committee,  or  a  comoUUee  of 
tbe  House  at  large. 

The  Chmcellor  </  tht  ^rctejwr— Tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman  seems  not  yet  to  hate 
formed  any  opinion  of  hii  own  upon  tha 
rabject,  as  to  what  bis  course  will  be :  and 
the  House  must  surely  feel  some  sttrpriie 
thnt  a  proposition  of  so  much  importanOe 
ii  not  only  to  be  put  to  them  in  the  manner 
and  under  the  circumstances  that  I  have  de- 
scribed, without  knowing  whetber  we  are  to 
go  into  a  select  or  a  general  committee^ 
but  that  it  is  not  decided  in  the  nindi  even 
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of  those  by  whom  ihe  measure  is  proposed, 
vhst  that  measure  is  to  be.  And  yet,  ig 
it  not  a  mattef  of  very  great  aod  serious 
importuice,  on  a  diacusiioH  of  such  a  lub* 
ject,  that  we  ehnuld  know  what  the  ^tual 
course  of  the  House  is  to  be  ?-^Tbe  hon. 
I^ntteman  seemed  lo  ibiiik  (hat  a  select 
cununiitee  would  be  the  proper  mode  ol;' 
proceeding.  If  that  be  their  view  of  Ihe 
xobject,  1  would  asL,  Sir,  is  it  possible  that 
«pon  this  great  question  whicb  involves  so 
inaoy  important  considerations,  we  are  to 
refer  to  a  select  cominittee — to  delegate 
to  d  few  individuals  of  this  House,  on  en- 
quiry into  the  laws  relating  to  Horn  an  Ca- 
tholics ?— That  we  are  to  be  content  with 
the  report  of  a  select  committee,  and  with 
the  opinion  tbey  may  give,  as  to  what 
ought  lo  be  done  with  regard  to  those 
laws  ? 

Mr.  Graltm.—la  the  first  worjing  of 
my  motion,  I  thought,  in  calling  for  a  select 
committee,  I  was  complying  with  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House.  Upon  fur- 
ther consideration,  however,  I  find  that  the 
motion  should  be  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

The  Chaneetlor  nf  the  Exchequer.— SW,  1 
rather  think  that  I  might  venture  tosny, 
that  the  time  is  not  yet  come,  in  which 
the  House  can  with  any  degree  of  pro- 
priety adopt  the  resolution  now  proposed. 

It  is  however  to  be  understood  now,  that 
we  are  to  go  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House;  and  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
•tating  that,  in  my  opinion,  that  is  in  every 
reapect  more  desirable,  than  to  refer  a 
question  of  this  description  to  a  select  com-  . 
nitiee,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  a  private 
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Are  we  tohave  their  opinions  declared  lo  91 
at  the  bar  of  this  House  }  And  what  tji^ 
Protestant  opinion,  clergy  and  laity,  alap 
is  ? — Now,  is  that  the  sort  of  thing  pro- 
posed by  any  lion,  gentleman  for  the 
adoption  of  the  House  i  Or,  if  that  be  not 
it,  what  is  it  f— Really  I  wish  that  thow 
who  are  so  eager  to  vote  for  this  Commil- 
lee,  and  who  state  that  we  hive  only  to  ea- 
quire,  will  be  good  enough  to  t^U  igci 
what  are  to  be  its  labours  ?  Every  man  en 
that  side  says,  "  Sir,  all  yob  have  to  do  ia 
to  enquire.  Every  one  on  that  tide  of 
the  House  would  vote  for  a  committee,  but 
they  would  not  condescend  lo  tell  us,  what 
we  are  to  do  when  we  get  into  th^  com- 
mittee.    Because  I  will  maintain,  that  if 
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all  we  have  to  propose  in  that  committee, 
when  our  labours  are  united,  is  a  new  law 
to  abrogate  all  ihe  old  ones,  retpecting 
Catholic  disabilities,  there  is  no  Qece>- 
sity  to  resolve  into  a  committee  for  that 
purpose  at  all;  because  if  it  is  the  senievf 
the  House  that  the  restrictive  laws  agaipft 
Catholics  should  be  repealed,  it  is  per* 
fectly  competent  for  any  hon.  gentleman 
to  move— that  all  those  laws  be  at  oaoa 
repealed  by  Bill ;  and  therefore  I  sa^,  that 
this  is  a  proceeding  which  will  have  efiect 
on  many  minds,  certainly  of  an  apparently 
powerful  nature ;  because  the  vote  that 
most  hon.  gentlemen  will  give  this  night 
will  be  a  blind  vote,  as  they  do  not  know 
what  it  is  they  are  going  to  do.  They  do 
not  know  the  precise  and  definite  object  at 
which  they  are  aiming. — This  obscurity, 
indeed,  will  havefme  good  eQect,  in  pro- 
curing many  votes  .for  that  committee, 
which  would  probably  be  withheld  if  all 
were  clear  and  distinct.  OftbisI  amper- 
are  to  have  a  committee  at  i  suaded,  that  if  they  would  tell  us  for  whfl 


all,  it  must  certainly  be  a  committee 
the  whole  House.  But  is  that  all  we  want 
to  know?  Are  we  not  to  know  what  we 
have  to  do  when  we  go  into  that  commit- 
tee? Are  we  not  lo  be  told  what  duties 
we  shall  have  to  perform  f  Are  we  to  exa- 
mine wiinessEs  at  the  bar,  to  ascertain 
what  are  the  opinions — what  the  doctrines 
and  what  the  peculiar  tenets  of  iho  Ca- 
itholic  religion? — Because  some  of  the 
.gentlemen  have  talked  of  that,  a  right 
£on.  gentleman  who  has  spoken  in  the  de- 
bate, seemed  to  me  to  think  that  we  were 
to  have  witnesses  at  the  bar.  What !  lo 
call  to  your  bar  witnesnes  to  depose  their 
■own  evidence  in  their  own  cause  !— To 
rcatl  lo  your  bar  witoessoa  to  jhew  us  what 
are  the  notions  and  Kntiments  entertained 
^by  UiaJftoiinBD.Caibolic  el«rgy  and  laity  ! 


committee  is  to  be  appointed,  tbey 
would  find  very  great  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing any  support.  I  do  not  mean  to 
■ay  that  it  is  not  very  good  parliamentary 
tactics,  for  it  serves  to  catch  rotes  that 
would  otherwise  be  lost.  But  whether, 
on  a  grave  question  of  this  tort,  upon 
which  you  cannot  vote  for  this  first  quea- 
tion,  without  necusarily  pledging  yonr* 
selves,  to  go  much  farther  beyond  whattho 
advocates  of  this  cause  ace  entitled  to; 
betber,  I  say,  this  is  a  fair  mode  of  pro* 


is  for  the  House  to  judge.  3vt 
I  part,  1  say  it  is  not  fair  by  the 
■  the  friends  of  the  Caibolic 
the  Huuse,  to  iufluce  thpm  to 
motion  upon  such  a  pricicipla. 
,  I  am  persuaded,  must  feel,  tbfit 
thou  who  agree  to  gi«e  ttKirTDb^.tptlhii 
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motion  in  its  present  terras,  who  vote  that 
«  committee  be  appointed  upon  these  Pe->> 
titions,  will  not  all  of  them  be  supposed  to 
be  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be,  at 
this  moment,  some  relief  afforded  to  the 
Roman  Catholics.  But  that  such  will  be 
the  inference  drawn  from  their  votes,  no 
man  can  doubt ;  and  a  very  fair  inference 
it  certainly  is  to  be  so  drawn. 

Are  those  gentlemen  who  intend  to 
vote  for  this  committee,  prepared  to  say 
that  concession  should  be  granted  without 
terms  and  without  conditions?--— Are  they 
prepared  to  give  the  Roman  Catholics  so 
false  an  impression  of  what  the  sentiments 
of  this  House  are,  as  to  lead  them  to  a  be- 
lief that  a  majority  of  this  House  arc  of 
opinion,  that  any  relief  could  be  given  to 
them  without  any  terms  or  condition  ?  For 
that,  in  fact,  will  be  the  supposition  drawn 
from  their  vote,  without  enquiry  or  pre- 
vious discussion,  all  in  the  same  night 
Will  gentlemen  lead  them  into  a  misre- 
presentation that  something  is  to  be  done 
for  them,  without  discussion— without 
terms  or  conditions,  and  if  not  the  whole 
of  the  prayer  of  their  Petition,  at  least 
a  part  ?  Now  I  would  ask  is  that  the  situa- 
tion into  which  gentlemen  are  to  be  led 
who  wish  to  conciliate  the  population  of 
Ireland? — Is  it  fair  or  is  it  candid  that  they 
should  bc'so  dealt  with  ? 

Now  with  regard  to  the  important  ques- 
tion itself,  iK-mely,  the  question  of  the 
prayer  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  it,  the  House  seems  to  be  pretty 
well  united  in  their  feeling  that  their 
prayer  cannot  be  granted,  without  con- 
ditions, without  guards,  and  without  se- 
curities of  some  sort.  This  question.  Sir, 
can  either  be  only  a  religious  question,  or 
a  political  one.  The  latter  to  be  consider- 
ed as  a  question  of  right  or  expediency. 
As  to  itfi  being  a  religious  question,  I  do 
not  think  any  one  will  urge  it  in  that 
point  of  view.  The  question  has  not  been 
submitted  to  us  in  such  a  shape  as  to  en- 
title us  to  look  at  it  in  that  form.  I  mean 
a?  to  the  distinctions  or  differences  that 
there  may  be  between  the  religious  opi- 
nions of  the  Protestant  and  the  Roman 
Catholic.  I  do  not  attempt  to  follow  those 
distinctions,  because  I  do  not  consider 
them  to  be  consistently  any  part  of  our 
deliberation  ;  I  shall  therefore  leave  it  al- 
together out  of  my  view.  I  shall  then 
consider  it  as  a  mere  question  of  policy 
and  expediency. 

In  the  first  place  I  deny  strongly  that 
it  is  a  question  of  right;    and  I  think  that 
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in  this  denial,  most  of  those  who  bate  ar^ 
gued  upon  the  sobject,  either  on  former 
nights  or  this,  concur.  It  has*  however* 
been  urged,  on  the  other  side,  in  a  great 
measure,  as  a  question  of  right :  but  tboagh 
they  do  it,  I  must  think,  that  great  part 
of  their  argument  is  ill  founded,  unless 
they  assume  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
right  at  the  bottom  of  the  question.  If 
they  mean  to  represent  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  are  in  a  state  of 
slarery,  and  ground  down  by  tyranny  no* 
der  the  present  system  of  laws,  one  mar 
then  consider  it  as  a  question  of  right  wita 
reference  to  the  law  of  nature.  How 
they  can  come  to  the  conclusion  without 
considering  this  subject, — without  refer<^ 
ence  to  the  institutions  of  civilized  society 
as  a  question  in  the  nature  of  a  right,  seems 
to  me  a  very  difficult  matter ;  for  if  it  is  a 
question  of  right,  it  is  founded  upon  that 
to  which  all  men  have  justly  a  claim  \A 
civil  society.  If  the  question  ctoe  in  that 
form,  no  man  can  doubt  the  necessity  of 
enquiry  into  it,  or  can  doubt  the  justice'of 
extending  relief  to  the  parties  aggrieved. 
The  question  in  that  shape  would  be  clear 
and  comprehensible.  But  I  utterly  deny 
the  proposition  here  contended  for,  the 
Catholics  hare  no  positive  and  natural 
right  to  that  which  has  no  existence  butia 
a  state  of  society ;  that  cannot  be  an  ob* 
jcct  of  natural  right  which  is  purely  the 
creature  of  society.  Such  for  instance  at 
offices  of  state,  emoluments,  and  distinct 
tions,  and  other  social  institutions  which 
spring  from  the  foundation  of  society. 
These  can  never  be  matters  of  inherent 
right ;  and  no  man  can  have  any  original 
or  primitive  claim  upon  them.  These  are 
benefits  and  advanta^ei  which  must  of  ne- 
cessity, be  distributed  according  to  the 
views  of  the  institution  that  creates  theof. 
They  can  1^  only  received  by  the  mens 
hers  of  society,  according  to  the  terms  and 
forms  which  t|ie  law  makes  it  necessary 
for  them  to  conform  to ;  and  therefore,  tfi 
that  point  of  view,  it  is  undeniable,  that 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  no  ground 
to  demand  as  right,  that  which  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  government  to  refuse  to 
concede. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  lately* 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  seemed  to 
think  that  there  was  some  question  of  right 
attending  the  subject.  He  conceived  that 
where  there  was  a  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion of  any  country  excluded  from  power 
by  reason  of  their  religious  tenets  or  other 
disabilities,  they  were  entitled,  by  firto^ 
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of  that  majority,  to  power^  in  preference 
to  the  minority*     I  really  do  not  know 
what  he   meant  to  infer  from  this  argu- 
ment, whether  he  meant  that  the  majority 
was  intitled  to  toleration  of  their  religious 
opinions,  merely,  I  know  not.    But  if  he 
meant  to  go  the  length  of  contending  that 
they  were  entitled  to  situations  of  power 
in  the  constitution  of  the  country  for  the 
same  reason ;    I  completely  deny  and  de- 
precate his  argument.     Is  it  possible  that 
the   right  hon.   gentleman  can   contend 
that,  because  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land form  the  majority  of  the  population, 
that  they  have  a  right  of  admission  to  all 
offices  of  state.  *^What  connexion  or  pa- 
xallel  is  there  between  the  one  and  the 
other  ?    If  there  is  any  thing  that  arises 
from  their  opinions  to  render  it  impossible 
with  safety  and  security  to  the  others,  to 
entrust  them  with  the  power  they  demand, 
I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  principle  of 
right,  or  equity  they  can  claim  a  power 
which  must  go  the  length  of  depriving  the 
minority  of  their  right.     I  think,  there* 
fore^  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  pos- 
session of  that  trust  upon  the  argument  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  adduced,  is,  in  my 
mind,  an  undeniable  proposition :  and,  I 
think  the  hon.    gentleman's    idea   will 
hardly  be  adopted  by  the  House;     But, 
Sir,  the  question  now,  as  I  have  stated  it, 
remains  to  be  considered  as  a  question  of 
policy  and  expediency,  and  the  fair  ques- 
tion is,  whether  there  does  appear  rational 
ground  of  danger  in  conceding  what  the 
Catholics  demand?   I  shall  consider  this 
matter  a  little  in,  detail :  and  in  the  first 
place,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  very  natural 
in  those  who  live  under  an  establishment 
which,  till  now,  has  always  been  called 
and  always  thought,  a  Protestant  one,  to 
feel  a  little  jealousy  of  a  proposition  which 
tends  to  remove  all  those  securities,  and 
all  those  protections,  which  our  ancestors 
have    thought    necessary  to  guard  that 
Protestant  establishment.    We  have  been 
told,  indeed,  by  an  honourable  gentleman, 
in  the  course  of  argument,  that  he  con- 
sidered, that  it  is  not  now  a  Protestant 
establishment ;  for  it  ceased  to  be  such  in 
the  year  1793,  when  the  law  passed  in 
that  year,  had  given  some  political  power 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  that,  there- 
fore, we  were  no  longer  to  consider  our- 
selves as  existing  under  a  Protestant  con- 
stitution.   But  this  is  an  argument  which 
I  am  utterly  unable  to  comprehend  or  to 
follow.     If  we  were  to  admit  it,  we  must 
ml  this  moment  doubly  whether  oar  esta- 


we 


throne— and  whether,  in  short,  the  whole 
system  in  Church  and  State  is  to  be  con- 
sidered any  longer  as  Protestant?  Now, 
Sir,  if  the  proposition,  that  we  still  remain 
a  PjTotestant  establishment,  cannot  be 
controverted,  and  feeling  myself  a  pretty 
sound  conviction  upon  that  subject,  I  can- 
not  but  feel  a  great  deal  of  jealousy  at  a 
proposition  which  goes  to  admit  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  to  a  participation  in  the 
constitution,  contrary  to  law,— contrary 
ta  those  securities  which  the  wisdom  of 
our  ancestors  provided,— -contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  original  foundation  of  our 
state.  Therefore  it  is  not  unreasonable  in 
us  to  expect  from  the  gentlemen  who  argue 
this  question,  some  proofs  to  convince  us 
that  there  is  no  danger  in  the  concessiona 
they  would  induce  us  to  grant. 

When  we  talk  of  the  danger  that  may 
be  apprehended  from  this  measure,  they 
tell  us,  "  it  is  your  business  to  ennuire 
what  the  danger  is,'' — I  agree  to  that ; 
and  the  t^are  statement  of  the  case  is  ao^ 
ficient,  I  trust,  for  our  purpose,  and  to  the 
complete  discharge  of  our  duty.  We  are 
now  a  Protestant  House  of  Commons,-— 
we  have  a  Protestant  Establishment,— we 
must  have  a  Protestant  King,— we  have  aft 
present,  Protestant  prelate8,«-«and  the 
proposition  is,  that  we  are  to  admit  the 
Roman  Catholics  immediately  to  an  equal 
participation  in  all  the  advantages  we  en* 
joy,— contrary  to  what  has  been  the  law 
of  the  constitution  for  ages,  and  contrary 
to  those  provisions,  which,  for  the  security 
of  the  constitution,  our  ancestors  have 
provided.  Here,  then,  in  my  apprehen* 
sion,  is  the  danger  which  the  gentlemen 
at  the  opposite  side  call  upon  ns  to  shew 
as  attendant  upon  the  measure  of  Catbolie 
Emancipation  at  the  present  moment* 

Sir,  the  onus  then,  in  my  opinion,  lies 
upon  those  who  want  the  alteration,  to 
prove,  that  the  alteration  might  take  place 
without  danger.  That  there  is  some  dan- 
ger, even  tne  avowed  supporters  of  the 
measure  are  ready  to  allow ;  and,  what 
is  rather  extraordinary,  those  very  ap* 
prehensions  come  from  a  quarter  that  one 
would'  have  least  expected.  However, 
coming  from  the  quarter  they  do,  they 
come  with  the  greatest  weight  and  au- 
thority; and  the  more  so  as  they  are 
espoused  by  all  those  who  support  the 
question. 

The   opinions  to  which  I  alladei  aie 
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may  have  resisted  the  influence  of  France* 
we  are  not  to  be  equally  easy  with  respect 
to  the  integrity  of  his  successor;  and, 
certainly,  I,  for  one,  would  most  strongly 
contend  against  the  proposition  for  suffer- 
ing the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  re- 
ceire  their  opinions  and  instructions  from 
a  priesthood  so  appointed.  Are  we,  then, 
to  apprehend  no  danger  from  this  view  of 
the  subject  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  nor  do 
I  mean  to  suppose,  that  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  means  to  propose  concession  to 
the  Catholics  without  securities:  indeed  I 
am  very  sure,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself,  would  not  wish  to  yield  to  the 
prayer  of  the  Roman  Catholics  without 
some  terms  and  conditions  being  proposed* 
But,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  imputed  to  me 
that  I  am  unreasonable,  when  I  require  of 
those  who  are  themselves  against  unlimited 
concession,  and  who  think  that  it  cannot 
be  done  without  conditions  accompanying 
it^— that  we  should  require,  I  say,  of  them 
what  these  conditions  are,  what  they  may 
be,  and  upon  what  grounds  we  shall  mu- 
tually stand  ?  Nothing,  I  think,  can  be 
more  reasonable,  before  we  are  called 
upon  to  go  into  a  committee.  What  are 
we  told,  however  ?— •<'  That  if  those  termt 
be  examined — if  those  securities  be  invcs* 
tigated — if  those  guards  be  deliberately 
viewed  and  ascertained,  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies  will  be  offended !" 

Why  then.  Sir,  if  the  proposed  concei* 
sions  are  to  be  hurried  through  the  House 
without  examination ;  if  we  are  to  have 
no  opportunity  of  calmly  deliberating 
upon  the  subject,  they  had  better  be  re- 
served till  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill, 
and  then  tacked  to  it  by  way  of  riders, 
to  prevent  those  unpleasant  but  fair  ob- 
servations which  must  arise  upon  them. 

Now,  it  is  for  the  House  to  consider, 
whether  they  will  listen  to  such  an  unrea- 
sonable proposition  as  this ;  and  whether 
they  can  attend  lo  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners under  such  circumstances.  It  is 
not  possible  that  the  House  can  suppose, 
that  those  who  really  think  that  this  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  granted^  and  think,  at 
the  same  time,  as  they  say  they  do,  that 
it  must  be  connected  with  terms  and  con- 
ditions, that  they  are  not  satisfied  in  tb«ir 
own  minds  what  ihey  should  propose.  In 
fact,  Sir,  no  other  conclusion  can  be  drawn 
from  the  mysterious  silence  of  gentlemen 
respecting  the  nature  and  opevation  of 
these  securities,  but  this—they  know  they 
have  nothing  to  propose  that  will  either 
be  accepted  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  or 


contained  in  the  Letter  of  lord  Grenville 
published  two  years  ago  ;  and  what  those 
opinions  are,  we  ail  know :  for  he  has 
published  them  to  the  whole  world.  In 
that  work,  the  noble  lord  has  specifically 
stated,  there  should  be  some  arrangements 
and  securities  provided  for  the  constitution 
before  the  Roman  Catholics  could  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  possession  of  power.  This 
is  his  pledged  opinion  to  the  world,  we  all 
know  ;  and  we  also  know  that  there  were 
many  sound  advocates  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, who  at  that  time  felt  it  to  be  an 
object  of  great  importance,  that  that  se- 
curity should  be  given  on  the  part  of  those 
claimants.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that 
the  noble  lord  has  altered  his  opinion ; 
for,  from  all  that  I  can  collect,  he  still 
maintains  the  same  conditions  and  the 
same  terms,  to  make  it  safe  to  grant  these 
concessions.  And  yet.  Sir,  these  are  the 
same  persons  who  call  upon  us  to  tell 
them  where  the  danger  lies?  Do  they 
not  themselves,  in  admitting  the  necessity 
of  securities,  admit  the  existence  of  dan- 
gers ?  When  they  tell  us  that  it.  is  neces- 
sary to  require  terms,  is  it  not  a  manifest 
estimation  that  there  is  danger,  unless  we 
secure  our  society  by  adequate  con- 
ditions and  terms  ? 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  has  fa- 
voured us  with  his  sentiments  upon  this 
subject,  has  told  us  what  bis  principles  are 
upon  this  question,  in  that  short,  spirited, 
and  eloquent  manner  which  the  House 
could  not  but  admire.  He  has  declared 
his  approval  o^this  proposition  upon  these 
principles — that  there  should  be  a  total 
absence  of  foreign  influence,  and  that  then 
there  should  be  no  political  restraint. 
Now,  Sir,  the  most  remarkable  disqualifi- 
cation under  which  the  Roman  Catholic 
is  alleged  to  labour,  consists  in  this  very 
foreign  influence:  and  upon  that  point 
the  whole  question  turns.  But  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  seems  to  have  contented 
himself  in  answering  this  proposition,  by 
telling  us  "  that  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  Pope  being  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  French  emperor,  there  was  no  great 
danger  from  foreign  influence."  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  quite  the  contrary:  and  I 
think  if  the  case  was  put  on  the  reasonable 
supposition,  that  France  through  the  me- 
dium of  her  vassal,  the  Pope,  would  have 
the  appointment  of  all  priests  in  the  Ca- 
tholic Church,  there  would  be  very  strong 
reason  to  anticipate  danger  from  such  a 
state  of  things ;  because  we  are  not  to 
forget,   that  although  the    present  Pope 
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which  will  be  endured  by  the  Protestants. 
Thev  must  know  that  this  is  the  case. 
Have  not  those  hon.  gentlemen,  who  have 
already  lent  themselves  to  this  qaestion, 
done  so  entirely  upon  the  supposition  that 
something  would  be  proposed  ?  Have  they 
not  said,  *'  as  far  as  this  goes  we  will  vote 
for  this  quH«tion.  in  expectation  of  having 
these  restrictions  on  secure  grounds?'' 
Has  not  the  hon.  member  for  the  city  of 
Pub! in  stated,  that  the  reason  of  hi.s  giving 
his  vote  now,  and  his  formerly  withhold- 
ing it,  was  because  he  was  now  in  hopes 
of  hearing  what  those  conditions  are  ?  If 
gentlemen  have  any  conditions  to  propose, 
let  them  name  them.  But  if  they  have 
not,  it  is  not  a  fair  proceeding  by  parlia- 
ment— by  the  Roman  Catholics — by  this 
House — and  by  the  Protestants.  The 
fact  is,  that  because  they  mean  nothing, 
they  mention  nothing.  They  have  no 
aafeguardsi  to  propose,  and  therefore  they 
are  silent.  It  is  because  tho^e  gentlemen 
opposite  have  not  formed  in  their  own 
minds  any  distinct  opinion  of  what  it  is 
they  would  propose,  or  what  they  would 
pledi^e  themselves  to,  that  they  are  thus 
silent.  All  they  say  is,  that  this  measure 
would  have  the  effect  of  conciliating  the 
Roman  Catholics,  for  which  alone,  it  is 
said,  they  bring  forward  this  motion. 
Now,  they  have  tried  their  hands  once  or 
twice  with  this  view,  but  they  have  failed. 
Does  any  body  believe,  when  lord  Gren- 
ville  says  at  the  time  of  hij  communica- 
tion with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  during  the  num- 
ber of  years  that  were  occupied  in  the 
consideration  of  this  subject,  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  securities  that,  in  his 
wisdom,  seemed  to  be  best,  that  the  Veto 
wa^  what  he  thought  would  be  the  most 
successful  ?  Was  it  not  the  Veto  that  we 
were  to  have,  and  that  we  were  told  was 
to  conciliate  the  Roman  Catholics  ?  It  is 
said,  we  might  have  had  the  Veto,  (lord 
Grenville's  long  deliberated  measure,)  had 
we  not  rejected  it,  but  that  we  cannot 
have  it  now.  We  rejected  it!  Good 
heaven!  Sir,  gentlemen  who  assert  that, 
must  have  only  heard  their  own  speeches. 
They  never  could  have  attended  to  any 
thing  that  passed,  either  in  or  out  of  this 
House,  upon  the  subject.  Has  it  not  been 
rejected  by  the  Roman  Catholics  them* 
selves  ?  By  those  very  gentlemen  on  whose 
behalf  the  present  motion  is  made.  By 
those-  very  priests  and  bishops  who  are 
petitioning  at  your  bar.  Has  not  the 
agent  of  the  Catholic  bishops  and  the  Ca- 
tholic people,  Dr.  Milner,  told  you,  io 


terms  not  to  be  miaonderstood,  that  he. 
would  rather  suffer  martyrdom  than  con-^ 
cede  the  Veto  ?  Has  he  not  told  you  that 
it  is  a  measure  hateful  to  every  Catholic ^ 
Does  he  not  tell  you  that  he  meant  to 
concede  nothing  of  the  kind  ?  Doea  he 
not  tell  yon  that  the  proposition  of  lord. 
Grenville  was  a  thing,  which  above  all 
others,  no  Roman  Catholic  conld  at  all 
consent  to  ?  He  baa  told  you  this,  dis* 
tinctly  and  unequivocally  in  his  letten  | 
and  yet  we  are  told  that  it  is  we  who  hare 
rejected  the  Veto  I  Perhaps  I  shall  be  an* 
swered  that  Dr.  Milner  is  no  longer  en« 
titled  to  credit:  but  be  it  recollected, 
that  he  was  thought  by  them  to  be  worthy 
of  the  highest  credit,  only  a  very  few 
years  ago,  and  is  as  much  entitled  to  cre^ 
dit  now  as  he  was  then.  But  then.  Sir, 
it  will  be  said,  perhaps,  that  he  acted  hmm 
yond  his  authority,  and  without  the  sane* 
tion  of  those  who  employed  him  :  that  hs 
put  himself  in  a  situation  in  which  he  kaA 
no  authority  to  act,  and  had  stept  beyoaA 
his  instructions.  Why  certainly  the  nex§ 
thing  would  be,  if  he  had  done  le^ 
for  those  who  employed  him,  to  disoiMB 
him  with  reprobation.  But  so  iisr  frooi 
that,  they  have  thanked  him  for  bis  inde^ 
pendent  and  conscientious  condoct,  in  * 
public  solemn  resolution.  They  thank 
Dr.  Milner  for  the  manner  in  which  hm 
conducted  himself;  and  so  far  from  thosft 
bishops  who  sent  him  over  as  their  dek* 
gate  and  representative,  to  express  thm 
sentiments  of  the  Roman  Cathitiics;  iO 
far  were  they  from  expressing  any  disM>* 
probation  of  bis  conduct,  that  they  thaK« 
ed  him  publicly  for  the  renunciation  of 
the  Veto,  in  their  own  and  his  own  bebalC; 
Besides  this,  the  Roman  Catholic  bisbopa 
communicate  this  to  the  meeting  of  Roa 
man  Catholics  in  Dublin,  (lord  French  in 
the  chair,)  upon  whirh  that  meeting  enteff 
into  resaluiionsi  declaring  that  they  ca«^ 
not  consent  to  accede  to  the  Veto»  ez* 
plained  under  the  circumstances  it  waa; 
and  every  description  of  Roman  Catholics 
in  Ireland  joins  in  declining  to  accept 
the  Veto,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
proposed. 

Now,  Sir^  after  we  hear  bishop  Miloei 
thanked  for  the  zeal  and  judgment  with 
which  he  discharged  his  office  ;  and  tUe, 
too,  after  the  renunciation  of  the  Veto ; 
and  that  renunciation  afterwards  publicly 
recognized,  it  is  not  a  little  bard  to  charge 
us  with  rejecting  that  measure. 

But,  Sir,  the  hon.  gentleoMn  opposite 
h%ve  another  reason  why  the  Veta  bas 
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The  hon.  gentleman  opposite  Kcmi  to 
think,  ihat  ynu  cannot  but  provide  for  the 
Clturcli  of  Ireland  without  a  breach  of  the 
Act  of  Union  :  and  when  a  Ti);ht  hon.  gen> 
tiemnn  cnlls  upon  me  to  renounce  any 
opinions  I  gave  formerly  that  Jo  not  Hand 
in  the  way  of  the  Union,  except  ai  it  de- 
stroys the  Church  of  Ireland,  I  do  con- 
tend that  the  robbing  of  (he  Protestant 
Church  of  its  tythes  would  be  a  complete 
breach  of  that  article  of  the  Union,  for  the 
result  of  the  proposition  now  made,  and 
thecnnsequences  of  what  ia  now  demanded 
would  undoubtedly  go  to  the  eitlent  of 
violating  the  articles  of  Union.  An  hon. 
geoUeman  thinks  that  they  would  be  con- 
tented with  mere  concessions  to  ihe  laity. 
Kow,  Sir,  from  past  cxperipnce,  and  from 
considerations  of  human  nature,  but  more 
particularly  of  the  tenets  of  their  persna- 
sinn,  I  think  I  am  warranted  in  denying 
that  proposition.  If  the  principle  of  far- 
thcr  concession  is  at  all  admitted,  the  con- 
sequence mu«  be  that  yon  miiit  go  to 
the  extent  of  this  reasoning,  and  even- 
tually to  the  extent  of  the  concessions  I 
hare  stated.  I  hnvc  already  stated.  Sir, 
that  I  conceived  the  House  to  be  a  little 
wanting  in  knowlcdfre  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic disp<;sition,  if  they  think  that  the 
power  that  has  been  already  given  to  them, 
and  which  it  is  now  proposed  further  to 
extend,  will  produce  either  conciliation  or 
conteniment.  1  know  not  whether  the 
House  is  awar^  of  the  fact  ;  bat  there  are 
re.ven  or  eightcoanties  of  Ireland,  in  which 
the  Catholics  have  been  agreeing  to  Re- 
solutions respecting  the  matiner  in  which 
they  will  confer  their  votes  opon  their  re- 
presentatives in  parliament.  Those  Ro- 
•naii  Catholics  have  come  to  a  reiolnlton  of 
t  least  it  is  the  substance  and 
t  of  the  resolution— ."  that  they  will 
;  for  any  member  of  ps  '' 
"  '  disposed  to  support  any  go- 
"  It  them  w  the 
,  which  thty 
s  British  sub- 
low,  whether 
I  proof  of  Ro- 

will  stop  at 


ielves,  not  to  return  any  member  to  par> 
liament  who  will  not  grant  what  they  t«> 
quire.  Do  gentlemen  then  imagine,  thfl 
if  Catholics  have  the  power  of  sending  tA 
parliaraeot  any  whom  they  like,  whether 
a  Protestant  or  a  Roman  Catholic,  that  tho 
Protestant  landlord  Will  be  rctarned  id 
preference  to  a  Roman  Catholic  t  Do  they 
believe  that  they  will  have  no  interest  in 
using  every  exertion  to  support  a  member 
of  their  own  pennasion  ?  This  circum- 
stance shews  that  such  would  be  their  feel- 
ing. Why  (hen.  Sir,  when  they  get  into 
parliament,  will  not  the  nelt  and  natural 
step  be,  that  they  will  not  vote  for  any 
man  who  will  not  insist  upon  having  ft 
Catholic  establishment?  Can  we  then* 
Sir,  be  justly  charged  with  unreasonable 
jealousy  and  luspicion,  when  we  see  such 
resolutions  as  these  passed  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  p  If  Protestants  were  to  cntef 
into  resoIotioiH  not  to  vote  for  any  mem' 
her  of  parliament  who  would  support  Ca- 
tholic claitns,  what  then  would  be  said  of 
us  i  They  would  find  no  terms  of  re- 
proach too  strong  to  mark  such  conduct. 
Then,  Sir,  I  would  ask,  is  this  the  way  of 
Abtaining  conciliation  )  Is  this  the  temper 
(hat  is  lively  to  produce  Vty  conciliation 
between  (he  Roman  Catholics  of  Irelantl 
and  the  Protestants  of  this  country  ?  I  say, 
rt  is  directly  the  re*er«e. 

I  very  much  doubt  the  policy  of  tb6 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  alluding  to  ttw 
Petition  of  the  petitioners  on  tbe  table,  es- 
pecially under  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  have  been  obtained,  aitd  drawirij 
from  the  number  of  them  in  favour  of  Ca» 
tholic  clainis,  and  the  paucity  of  those 
against  them,  an  inference  indicative  of 
the  preienl  favourable  Opinion  of  the  Bri- 
tish public  towards  the  Catbolics  of  Ire- 
land. I  deny  the  nandnest  of  that  rea- 
soitiitg.  Is  it  to  be  inferred,  because  tbere 
re  not  any  counter  petitions  on  your 
ible,  that  therefore  the  Protestants  of 
England  are  desirous  of  seeing  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Catholics  granted  ?  So  far  from 
that  being  the  case,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
if  half  the  pains  were  taken  to  procuire 
counter  petitions  that  were  taken  to  pro- 
cure Petitions  in  favour  of  Catholic  claims, 
you  would  have  your  table  loaded  with 
such  Petitions.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
Protestants  both  of  England  and  Scotland 
by  no  means  disposed  to  concede  the 
Catholic  claims ;  and  if  they  have  not 
manifested  any  spirit  of  open  hostility  to- 
wards the  Catholics,  it  is  hardly  fair  by 
ihem  to  imply  from  their  silence,  thai 
(SB) 
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of  France  and  other  countries,  where  the 
persons  concerned  in  them  are  entirely 
directed  by  French  inflaence— why  do 
they  not,  I  say,  go  to  the  fountain  head  at 
once  ?  Why  do  they  not  go  to  the  Fope 
himself,  and  get  from  him  a  recognition 
of  abjaration  from  all  those  ofifensive  doc- 
trines? But  I  say,  that  for  one,  before 
you  go  a  single  step  farther  at  the  present 
moment,  you  should  be  given  to  under- 
stand, that  the  Roman  Catholics  are  not 
bound  by  these  general  councils  which 
have  been  quoted  by  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend  behind  me,  (Dr.  Duige- 
nan.) 

Sir,  in  the  course  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  (sir  J.  C.  Hippesley,)  last 
night,  he  desired  us  to  refer  to  a  work  en- 
tituled,  "  Tractatus  de  Ecclesii''  for  some- 
thing that  would  highly  instruct  and  gra- 
tify all  who  read  it.  Sir,  I  have  got  a 
Tractatus  de  Ecclesii,  not  indeed  the  ex- 
act one  mentioned  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
but  a  Tractatus,  published  by  the  printer  of 
Maynooth  college  and  by  their  authority, 
under  the  direction  of  M.  De  La  Hogue, 
the  professor  of  theology  at  Maynooth ; 
and  certainly  it  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  class  books  of  that  college  :  on  my 
part,  I  introduce  this  book  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing  that  they  teach  the  youth  of 
that  institution,  at  this  hour,  the  same  ob- 
noxious tenets.  The  proposition  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House, 
is  their  instructions  upon  the  subject  of 
the  general  councils.  It  contains  instruc- 
tions for  the  youth  educated  there  ;  and 
it  tells  them,  among  other  things,  *'  that 
councils  are  infallible/'  There  is  no  sort 
of  reservation  whatever ;  they  are  taught 
to  believe  implicitly  in  the  infallibility  of 
all  those  councils.  We  must  understand 
that  the  whole  of  the  councils  are  not 
specified  in  the  book ;  but  the  most  pro- 
minent points  and  doctrines  of  the  fourth 
councils  of  Lateran  and  of  Trent,  are  col- 
lected together  and  inculcated  on  the  most 
doctrinal  tenets,  without  any  exception 
whatever,  of  the  Roman  Church.  This, 
Sir,  contains  the  tenets  received  by  the 
Irish  and  Gallican  Churches.  It  does  not 
contain  merely  matters  of  faith,  but  also 
of  discipline,  and  inculcates  the  doctrine 
to  which  I  object,  namely,  the  infallibility 
of  those  councils.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
baronet,  that  it  is  not  right  or  just,  in  a 
true  spirit  of  toleration,  to  nx  your  opinion 
and  your  interpretation  upon  the  articles 
of  faith  of  any  Church ;  but  all  I  say  is, 
that  if  the  Roman  Catholic  theologians  of 


Maynooth  do  really '  renounce  theie  ob* 
noxious  doctrines,  of  the  fourth  Lateran 
council,  and  do  not  abide  by  these  general 
councils  of  Trent,  and  if  that  is  realUr  their 
sentiment,  I  say  it  is  not  quite  ftur,  nor 
just  by  the  youth  who  are  entrusted  to 
their  education,  to  tell  them,  that  the  de* 
crees  of  all  these  councils  are  infallible  ; 
to  tell  them,  that  those  of  this  last  council 
are  to  be  the  manual  of  their  education, 
I  say,  therefore,  this  appears  to  me  to 
leave  no  reasonable  doubt,  in  this  point  of 
view,  that  they  have  given  up  none  of 
those  obnoxious  doctrines.  What  a  dif- 
ferent argument  there  would  have  been  on 
this  subject  in  favour  of  the  Catholics,  if 
the  hon.  baronet  could  have  produced  a 
book,  in  which  these  councils  are  con« 
tained,  and  in  which  the  obnoxious  parts 
could  have  been  pointed  out  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  students,  that  the}*  might  know 
how  to  avoid  those  doctrines  which  were 
to  be  considered  by  their  masters  as  ob«^ 
jectfonable  parts,  and  to  which  they  should 
pay  no  attention.  But  no,  Sir  ;  we  have 
the  most  objectionable  parts  picked  out, 
and  made  the  earliest  food  for  the  young 
mind,  and  the  learned  theologian  then 
tells  them  that,  '<  Itaque  maximo  inpulio 
illud  concilium  habere  debent  onmes  cle- 
rici,  cum  ratione  Dogmatum  sit  oclute 
omnium  prsecedeniium  synodorum  com- 
pendium, et  ratione  disciplines  merito  diet 
posset  manuale  sacerdotum  vel  eorum  qui 
sacerdoti  sunt  initiandi.'^ 

Sir,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
makes  this  motion,  and  that  the  noble 
lord  to  whom  he  referred^  conceived  that 
there  was  a  reasonable  influence  belong- 
ing to  priests,  over  their  flocks  in  Ireland, 
is  fully  made  out  and  clearly  shewn  by 
what  they  have  referred  to— but,  for  my 
own  part,  I  do  not  wish  that  the  House,  in 
estimating  this  point,  should  be  referred 
to  old  times — to  monkish  ages — to  periods 
when  papal  supremacy  was  at  its  height. 
I  would  therefore,  with  permission  of  the 
House,  rather  refer  to  a  very  modern  pab- 
lication,  than  take  advantage  of  the  field 
of  argument,  which  former  times  opened 
to  me,  to  lay  before  the  House  my  view 
of  this  question :  but  with  regard  to  the 
influence  of  the  Pope,  I  wish  that  the 
House  should  be  apprised  of  what  were 
the  sentiments  in  the  recent  publication 
of  Dr.  O'Connor,  a  person  very  well  known 
by  many  gentlemen  in  this  House.  He 
has  stated  his  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
influence  of  the  Irish  church  on  the  peo- 
ple, and  given  much  other  important  in* 
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formation  upon  that  subject.  The  House  I 
will  permit  me  to  trouble  them,  though  I 
am  fearful  it  will  be  very  tedious,  with 
some  extracts  upon  this  subject.  I  will 
refer  the  House  in  the  first  instance,  to 
page  95,  which  begins  with  letters,  after 
an  historical  address  upon  the  subject  of 
the  fears  of  people,  with  respect  to  foreign 
influence.  [Here  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
read  several  extracts  from  the  pamphlet  of 
Doctor  O'Connor,  in  which  the  rcrcrend 
author  had  given  some  free  comments/ 
upon  the  influence  of  the  Pope  as  still  in- 
culcated by  the  college  of  Maynooth,  and 
with  respect  also  to  the  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral power  of  the  Catholic  clergy.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  next  referred  the 
House  to  page  1 14  of  the  same  book,  par- 
ticularly calling  their  attention  to  the  oath 
of  allegiance  taken  by  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic clergy  to  the  papal  authority,  upon 
which  point  the  reverend  doctor  had  also 
delivered  some  few  opinions.]  Now,  Sir« 
this  Doctor  O'Connor  has  sustained  a  vigP' 
rous  controversy  with  some  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  ;  and,  for  his 
conduct  in  which,  I  understand,  he  has 
been  excommunicated  for  this  identical 
publication.  This,  I  am  told,  but  whether 
it  is  true  is  really  more  than  I  can  under- 
take to  say. 

Now,  Sir,  however,  from  all  this,  I  hope 
the  House  will  see  that  there  is  in  this 
spiritual  power  of  the  priesthood,  some 
temporal  power  ;  that  there  is  the  power 
of  excommunication  there  is  no  longer  any 
doubt;  that  the  power  is  exercised  there 
is  also  no  -doubt,  because  there  are  two 
instances  of  it  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen; 
and  no  man  can  have  any  doubt  of  the 
extremely  mischievous  extent  to  which 
this  power  may  be  carried.  We  have 
known  if  we  had  any  doubt  of  the  exis- 
tence of  it,  that  juries  have  given  consi- 
derable damages  against  priests  for  the 
exercise  of  this  power  of  excommunica- 
tion. I  do  apprehend,  therefore,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  say,  that  there  is  not  a 
temporal  power  connected  with  the  spiri- 
tual ;  and  that  they  are  so  extremely 
mixt,  and  so  intimately  blended  with  each 
other,  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate 
them.  No  man,  I  trust,  will  accuse  us  of 
being  jealous  with  reason,  when  we  have 
sucli  authority  to  justify  our  jealousies. 
If  the  Catholic  bishops  are  to  be  afipointed 
by  the  Pope,  without  any  controul  what- 
ever from  government,  it  is  not  easy  to 
see  to  what  extent  they  may  become  dan- 
gerous agents  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 


This  proposition  does  appear  to  me  to  be 
sufficiently  established  by  the  illustration 
I  have  ventured  to  give  from  the  books  to 
which  I  have  alluded. 

With  respect.  Sir,  to  the  proposition  it- 
self relative  to  the  Veto,  I  am  much  mis- 
informed, if  even  it  was  carried,  that  it 
would  be  productive  of  those  advantage! 
promised  by  its  advocates,   in  restoring 
peace    and   tranquillity    to  Ireland.      I 
would  beg  to  refer  the  House  to  another 
book  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  strongly  iU 
lustrative  of  that  religion.     I  allude.  Sir, 
to  a  pamphlet  published  in  London  by  a 
Mr.  Keogh  upon  this  very  subject  of  the 
Veto ;   and  I  wish  particularly  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  comment  of 
his  upon  the  Letter  of  lord  Grenville,  which 
I  trust,  will  shew  to  the  House,  that  my 
apprehension  upon  this  subject  is  at  least 
not  unfounded.    The  following  is  the  pas- 
sage I  allude  to.  [Here  he  read  the  passage^ 
tending  to  shew  that  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Keogh  it  was  an  absurd  notion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  to  entertain  the  idea,  that 
the  measure  of  Vieto  would  be  productive 
of  the  increased  security    its  advocates 
seemed  to  hold  out,  and  that,  in  fact,  it 
would  only  produce  a  temporary  tranquil- 
lity in  Ireland.]     This  is  the  opinion,  Sir» 
of  Mr.  Keogh ;  and  I  would  wish  to  ask 
whether — even  if  the  Veto  is  likely  to  af- 
ford a  temporary  tranquillity  to  Ireland,  a 
lasting  conciliation  could  be  effected  if 
you  are  not  prepared  to  go  much  farther* 
What  is  the  argument  that  I  have  always 
heard  upon  this  subject?   "  If,''  say  the 
advocates  of  Catholic  emancipation,  *'  you 
mean  to  act  rationally  upon  the  subject, 
your  object  must  be  to  conciliate  Ireland." 
If,  however,  in  our  zeal  for  emancipation^ 
we  are  to  overlook  every  thing  except  the 
Roman  Catholics ;    if  we  are  to  have  no 
regard  to  the  Protestant  establishment,  or 
any  regard  to  Protestant  property ;   if  we 
see  no  necessity  for  maintaining  a  Protes* 
tant  constitution,  why  then  let  us  establish 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  at  once ;  let  us 
put  their  bishops  into  our  sees  and  bishop- 
rics without  any  controul  whatever;  let 
us  put  their  priests  into  our  rectories  and 
church  livings,  and  admit  their  peers  into 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  then,  perhaps,  for 
any  thing  I  know,  you  may  have  a  chance 
of  conciliating  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland.    But  in  my  conscience,  I  verily 
believe,  according  to  the  arguments  we 
have  this  night  heard,  they  would  not 
even  be  satisfied  then ;    they  would  not,  I 
am  persuaded,  stop  short,  until  they  had 
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the  complete  constitution  to  themselves. 
It  would  not  be  reasonable  to  expect  that 
they  would  stop  short  there. 

1  cannot  agree  in  the  proposition  that 
we  might  immediately  go  forward  or  back- 
ward, as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may 
require.  Whatever  we  do,  we  must  do 
deliberately  and  without  fluctuation  in 
oar  opinions.  The  example  of  1793 
leaches  as,  that  to  concede  is  only  to  pro- 
Yoke  fresh  demand.  But  I  cannot  agree 
io  the  argument  **  that  to  be  consistent  in 
our  reasoning,  if  the  concession  of  1793 
was  right,  we  must  go  farther.''  It  might 
happen  that  we  had  done  more  than  was 
right  or  prudent  for  us  to  do  in  1793;  but 
there  is  no  reason  in  the  proposition  that 
because  we  did  something  in  1793,  whe- 
ther right  or  wrong,  that  we  must  go  on 
and  do  a  great  deal  more.  I  would  ask, 
gentlemen,  is  there  nothing  in  expediency  ? 
Is  there  nothing  that  may  make  further 
concession  inconsistent  with  the  security 
of  the  state,  or  that  may  excite  an  appre- 
hension of  danger  for  its  safety  ?  **  But,'' 
say  they,  **  in  order  to  be  consistent  with 
the  principle  you  set  out  on,  yoa  must  go 
on  farther,  and  you  mast  concede  to  them 
every  thing."  Now,  if  we  wish  to  judge  of 
the  d  isposition  of  the  Cathol  ics  to  be  content- 
ed with  any  thing  that  meay  be  don  for 
them,  we  must  look  to  the  efifect  of  the 
concessions  that  have  been  already  made 
to  them.  In  1792,  so  low  was  the  Catho* 
Uc  influence  in  parliament,  that  there 
were  no  more  than  twenty-five  votes  in  fa- 
vour of  their  Petition ;  but  in  1793,  the 
government  of  England,  acting  apon  the 
advice  of  the  government  of  Ireland,  it 
was  agreed,  that  something  should  be  done 
Cor  the  Catholics.  The  Roman  Catholics 
never  having  asked  any  thing  to  the  ex- 
tent that  was  at  that  time  conceded  to 
them,  it  was  naturally  supposed  that 
•very  thing  that  should  be  given  over 
and  above  their  hopes  or  expectations 
would  be  received  as  a  boon.  It  was 
tbought  that  by  giving  something  more 
than  was  demanded,  or  something  more 
than  they  expected,  or  had  a  rieht 
Id  ask,  yoo  would  conciliate  their  auc- 
tions and  make  them  contented  and  happy. 
Bat,  Sir,  when  you  find  that  this  experi- 
Meat  has  been  tried  and  has  failed ;  that 
kwtaad  of  producing  conciliation,  affection, 
and  contentment,  those  very  concessions 
ire  now  employed  aa  an  argoment  fiur  ex- 
torting more.  When  yoa  find  that  the 
firanchise  of  election  at  one  time  is  said  to 
W  the  immediate  naaaa  of  restoring  trai^ 


quillity  and  contentment,  and  that  by 
giving  that,  we  should  gratify  all  their 
views  and  hopes  of  ambition;  and  that 
they  would  at  least  be  conciliated  and 
contented  ;  and  when  an  hon.  gentleman 
contends,  that  they  have  a  right  to  an  estn- 
blishment  of  their  own,  because  they  bavo 
the  majority  on  their  side.  [Mr.  William 
Smith, ''  that  is  not  my  argument."]  Bot 
does  the  hon.  gentleman  expect  that  when 
you  give  them  the  means  of  attaining  the 
highest  professional  honours  they  will  bo 
contented  ? 

Does  he  think  that,  having  that  majority 
of  the  population  of  Ireland  on  their  side, 
that  they  will  be  content  withoat  an  esta^ 
blishment?  The  very  situations  which 
you  would  open  to  them  by  the  farther 
concessions  now  demanded,  would  be  re* 
ceived  from  you  by  an  acknowledgment 
that  you  gave  them  no  more  than  their 
right.  And  does  the  hon.  gentleman  con* 
ceive  that  with  such  a  persuasion  in  their 
minds,  they  would  not  be  disposed  to  con* 
sider  that  all  places  and  appointments 
kept  from  them  were  situations  of  wbicii 
they  had  been  deprived  by  as  ?  There  is 
not  a  bishopric  or  a  bishop's  see  in  tba 
kingdom,  for  which  we  should  not  have  a 
rival  Roman  Catholic  candidate  for  a  share 
in  the  emoluments,  because  they  wonUl 
naturally  conceive  that  they  were  aa  inoch 
entitled  to  receive  them  as  the  Protestant 
hierarchy  of  this  realm. 

Then,  do  yoa  suppose,  that  they  wenU 
be  content  with  any  thing  short  ii  a  fall 
and  complete  participation  in  all  the  ad*> 
Tantages  uf  the  British  constitution  both  la 
Church  and  State  ?  Under  these  obvioos 
considerations,  it  is  therefore  really  vain 
to  imagine  that  ^oacan  conciliate  the  Bo» 
man  Catholics  without  absolateW .chaoginff 
and  displacing  the  proprietors  of  idl  charch 
preferments  and  livings  in  Ireland  of  their 
interests  in  the  establishment*  I  really 
and  conscientiously  feel  that,  with  aay 
thing  short  of  this,  they  will  not  be  ce»- 
tented ;  and  I  will  go  urther  in  this  argn- 
ment,  tor  according  to  the  Roman  Cath#» 
lie  religion,  the  commandments  of  which 
must  be  kept  sacred  with  the  persona  ef 
that  persuasion,  the  eighth  commandment 
of  that  Church  says,  •'  That  the  tytbsa 
shall  be  paid  only  to  their  lawfiil  mtaia* 
ters."  Therefore,  Sir,  under  these  circam* 
stances,  and  according  to  the  argument  .of 
majority,  that  Church  ought  to  be  provi* 
ded  for  ;  and  it  is  preposterous  to  suppose 
that  any  thing  short  of  that  will  ntis^ 
them*  ■  .X    . 
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The  hon.  gentleman  opposite  seefais  to 
think,  that  you  cannot  but  provide  for  the 
Church  of  Ireland  without  a  breach  of  the 
Act  of  Union  :  and  when  a  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman calls   upon  me  to  renounce  any 
opinions  I  gave  formerly  that  do  not  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  Union,  except  as  it  de- 
stroys the  Church  of  Ireland,  I  do  con- 
tend that  the  robbing  of  (he  Protestant 
Church  of  its  tythes  would  be  a  complete 
breach  of  that  article  of  the  Union,  for  the 
result  of  the  proposition  now  made,  and 
the  consequences  of  what  is  now  demanded 
would   undoubtedly  go  to  the  extent  of 
violating  the  articles  of  Union.     An  hon. 
gentleman  thinks  that  they  would  be  con- 
tented with  mere  concessions  to  the  laity. 
Now,  Sir,  from  past  experience,  dnd  from 
considerations  of  human  nature,  but  more 
particularly  of  the  tenets  of  their  persua- 
sion, I  think  I  am  warranted  in  denying 
that  proposition.     If  the  principle  of  far- 
ther concession  is  at  all  admitted,  the  con- 
sequence  must  be  that  yon  must   go  to 
the  extent  of  this  reasoning,  and  evert- 
tually  to  the  extent  of  th*  concessions  I 
have  stated.     I  have  already  stated.  Sir, 
that  I  conceived  the  House  to  be  a  little 
wanting  in  knowledge  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic disposition,  if  th^y  think  thtit  the 
power  that  has  been  already  given  to  th^m, 
and  which  it  is  now  proposed  farther  to 
extend,  will  produce  either  conciliation  or 
contentment.     I   know  not  whether  the 
House  is  awar^  of  the  fact ;  but  there  are 
seven  or  eight  counties  of  Ireland,  in  which 
the  Catholics  have  been  agreeing  to  Re- 
solutions respecting  the  manner  in  which 
they  will  confer  their  votes  opon  their  re- 
presentatives  in  parliament.    Those  Ro- 
man Catholics  have  come  to  a  resolution  of 
this  eilect :  at  least  it  is  the  substance  and 
spirit  of  the  resolution—"  that  they  will 
not  vote  for  any  member  of  parliament 
who  shall  be  disposed  to  support  any  go- 
vernment that  will  not  admit  them  to  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution,  which   th^y 
conceive  to  be  their  right,  as  British  sub- 
jects."   Now,  I  wish  to  know,  whether 
gentlemen  consider  that  as  a  proof  of  Ro- 
man Catholic  forbearance  ?    Is  it  not  an 
additional  fact  that  those  mt:n  will  stop  at 
no  boundary,  but  will  proceed  to  the  ut- 
most extent  that  their  ambition  may  in- 
cline them  to  ?  You  have  here  these  men 
determining  to  exercise  their  elective  fran- 
chise in  a  way  which  certainly  bespeaks 
no  great  degree  of  conciliating  humility. 
They  have  determined  by  a  sol^n  reso- 
lution to  which   they  have  bound  them- 
( VOL.  XXII. ) 


selves,  not  to  return  any  member  to  par- 
liament who  will  not  grant  what  they  re^ 
quire.  Do  gentlemen  then  imagine,  thi(C 
if  Catholics  htve  the  power  of  sending  to 
parliament  any  whom  they  like,  whether 
a  Protestant  or  a  Roman  Catholic,  that  the 
Protestant  landlord  #ill  bt  returned  ill 
preference  to  a  Roman  Catholic  i  Do  they* 
believe  tiitt  th^y  ^ill  have  no  interest  irt 
using  every  exertion  to  support  a  membef 
of  their  own  persuasion  ?  This  circtfm- 
stance  shews  that  such  would  be  their  feel« 
ing.  Why  then.  Sir,  when  they  get  into 
parliament,  will  not  the  neit  and  naturtfl 
step  be,  that  they  will  not  vote  for  any 
man  who  will  not  insist  upon  having  ft 
Catholic  establishment?  Can  we  thent 
Sir,  be  justly  charged  with  unreasonable 
jealousy  and  suspicion,  when  we  see  such 
resolutions  as  these  passed  by  the  Romaii 
Catholics  ?  If  Protestants  were  to  enter 
into  resolutions  not  to  vote  for  any  mem- 
ber of  parliament  who  would  support  Ca* 
tholic  claims,  what  then  would  be  said  of 
us  }  They  would  find  no  terms  of  rt^ 
proach  too  strong  to  mark  such  conduct* 
Then,  Sir,  I  would  ask,  is  this  the  way  of 
otnaining  conciliation  ?  Is  this  the  temper 
(hat  is  I^ely  to  produce  any  conciliatioii 
between  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
and  the  Protestants  of  this  country  ?  I  say, 
rt  is  directly  the  reverse. 

I  very  much  doubt  the  policy  of  th6 
right  boffk.  ffentleman  in  alluding  to  th^ 
Petition  of  the  petitioners  on  the  table,  es« 
p^eially  under  the  circumstances  in  whicb 
they  hive  been  obtained,  and  drawing 
fr6m  the  number  of  them  in  favour  of  Cw 
tfaolic  clsilnlis,  and  the  paucity  of  those 
against  them,  an  inference  indicative  of 
the  present  favourable  6pinion  of  the  Bri- 
tish public  towards  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. I  deny  the  soundness  of  that  rea* 
sohiAg^.  Is  it  to  be  inferred,  because  there 
are  not  any  counter  petitions  on  your 
table,  that  therefore  the  Protestants  of 
England  are  desirous  of  seeing  the  Peti« 
tion  of  the  Catholics  granted  ?  So  far  from 
that  being  the  case,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
if  half  the  pains  were  uken  to  procure 
c6tinter  petitions  that  were  taken  to  pro« 
cure  Petitions  in  favour  of  Catholic  claims, 
you  would  have  your  table  loaded  with 
such  Petitions.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
Protestants  both  of  England  and  Scotland 
are  by  no  means  disposed  to  concede  the 
Catholic  clahns ;  and  if  they  have  not 
manifested  any  spirit  of  open  hostility  to- 
wards the  Catholics,  it  is  hardly  fair  by 
them  to  imply  from  thtir  silence^  thai 
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they  are  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the 
Catholic  claims ;  because,  1  am  persuaded, 
liiat  if  the  experiment  was  tried,  you  would 
soon  find  tliat  silence  breaking  into  one 
general  voice  of  opposition. 

It  has  been  charged  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  to  prevent  the  effect  of  the 
Catholic  Petitions,  only  one  counter  peti- 
tion has  been  presented  from  all  Ireland, 
and  that  from  the  corporation  of  Dublin, 
procured  by  the  influence  of  the  Irish  go- 
vernment. It  18  true,  that  there  is  but 
one  counter  petition  from  Ireland,  and  that 
from  Dublin;  and  it  may  therefore  be 
supposed^  that  the  Protestants  of  Ireland, 
in  general,  have  very  much  altered  their 
sentiments  upon  this  subject;  but  lean* 
not  consent  to  consider  that  the  absence 
of  Petitions  from  them  against  the  Catho- 
lic claims  is  a  manifest  proof  of  their  ap« 
probation.  I  think,  therefore,  the  allusion 
to  the  Irish  government  upon  this  subject 
is  hardly  candid  ;  because,  I  do  not  hesi- 
ftate  to  say,  that  if  any  exertions  had  been 
made  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  government, 
if  they  had  been  desirous  of  callins  forth 
the  sense  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  upon 
the  subject,  they  would  have  found  no 
great  difficulty  of  shewing  that  Catholic 
claims  are  by  no  means  so  popular  as  some 
gentlemen  from  Ireland  would  contend. 
But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  House,  in  its 
justice,  will  think  directly  the  contrary  of 
this  proposition,  and  that  they  will  think 
that  the  exertions  of  government,  vthat- 
ever  they  have  been,  have  been  made  ra* 
ther  to  silence  and  keep  down  in  that  coun- 
try every  proceeding  that  might  have  an 
unfair  influence  on  the  decision  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Petitions.  What  the  opinions  of 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  may  be,  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing,  but  by  communica- 
tions with  the  gentlemen  of'that  country ; 
and  from  them  I  learn  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  truth  that  there  is  any  thing  like  a 
general  feeling  among  the  Protestants  of 
that  country  in  favour  of  these  Petitions. 
It  is  true  that  it  has  been  represented  to 
me  on  the  part  of  those  gentlemen  that 
there  is  not  an  universal  hostility  to  the 
Catholics.  That  this  Petition  in  their  fa- 
vour, which  is  called  the  Protestant  Peti- 
tion, is  respectably  signed,  I  have  no 
doubt.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  there  are  a  vast  number  of  re- 
spectable persons  of  property  who  enter- 
tain their  objections  to  it  amongst  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland,  there  are  many,  and 
many  who  are  not  disposed  to  give  tbeir 
eonseat  to  thia  subject. 


But,  Sir,  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  great 
and  leading  ground  of  opposition  to  thia 
question,  and  which  ^influences  me  in- 
speaking  of  this  proceeding,  is  the  danger 
which  I  conceive  must  attend  concessioo. 
Not,  however,  by  any  violence,  not  by 
any  act  of  force,  not  by  any  rebellion,  nor 
by  any  clamour  which  might  be  appre* 
bended  as  a  consequence ;  but  the  da6* 
ger  I  apprehend  is  that  of  giving  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  additional  politicalpower^ 
which  would  raise  in  their  minds  the  ani« 
bitious  desire  of  converting  the  establiab- 
ment  of  Ireland  into  an  establishment  of 
their  own.  That  is  the  great  ground  upon 
which  I  oppose  the  question ;  and  when  il 
is  proposed  as  an  inducement  for  me  to 
consent  to  it,  that  it  would  produce  tho 
effect  of  conciliating  all  parties  in  tho 
country,  I  confess  I  am  not  so  langaine  in 
my  estimation  of  the  subject.  I  cannot 
give  my  consent  to  it  upon  the  clearett 
conviction*  that  concession  would  have  a 
quite  contrary  effect.  I  am  persuaded 
that  if  there  could  be  any  thing  mora 
likely  than  another  to  excite  religious  ani* 
mosity,  to  bring  the  situation  of  Ireland 
to  a  state  of  disafiection  and  discontent, 
it  would  be  to  bring  the  Protestants  and 
Roman  Catholics  much  nearer  together  in 
political  power.  To  give  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  equal  privileges  with 
the  Protestants,  would  be,  at  once,  to  es« 
tablish  a  preponderance  of  Catholic  inte- 
rest in  that  country,  which  would  not  fail 
of  destroying  the  foundations  of  Protestant 
security. 

My  learned  friend,  (Sir  Samnel  Ro- 
milly,)  has  talked  of  Silesia  as  an  example 
for  our  imitation  in  respect  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  He  says  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  that  province  were 
confirmed  by  Frederick  in.  the  enjoyment 
of  their  constitutional  privileges.  But  tha 
parallel  in  this  case  does  not  at  all  hold. 
The  province  of  Silesia  was  entirely  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  province.  There  were  no 
two  conflicting  establishments  and  difler* 
ent  religions  in  that  province  ;  and  beside 
their  numbers  being  infinitely  less,  in  com^ 
parison  to  the  religion  of  the  state,  thera 
was  no  danger  in  leaving  them  without  any 
disabilitiesj  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  their 
peculiar  establishment  But  if  you  wera 
to  do  the  sanie  by  Ireland,  uinder  tha 
present  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  in 
tlie  same  manner,  you  would  manifestly 
endanger  the  security  of  those  who  are 
in  the  minority.  It  might  have  been  dona 
in  tho  earliest  tim^s  ^  the.  cooatitmionc- 
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T^hen  that  couatry  was  wholly  Catbolit; 
but  since  the  Revolution  there  has  been 
nothing  like  a  preponderance  on  the  pari 
of  the  Protestants,  which  could  enable 
them  to  give  the  Roman  Catholics  any 
thing  without  fear  of  danger  to  themselves. 
The  ^ase  therefore  of  Ireland  is  quite  dif* 
ferent  from  that  of  Silesia.  If  yon  were 
4o  admit  these  claims  in  the  present  sitni^ 
tion  of  Ireland,  do  you  suppose  that  they 
would  not,  (being  the  more  powerful 
party,)  4ay  claim  to  that  property  now  in 
the  possessors  of  the  Protestants,  upon  the- 
ground  of  their  being  the  original  native, 
possessors  of  the  soil }  I  snbfmtf  there* 
fore,  that  the  case  of  my  hon.  and  leamedl 
friend  has  no  sort  of  reference  to  the  p|p^ 
sent  one.  The  principle  to  which  I  have 
been  last  alluding,  is  the  one  upon  which 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the  motion. 

There  is  one  arffument  urged  on  this  oo^ 
casion  to  which  I  decidedly  object*  I  moan 
the  argument  which  says  <«  that  if  yon  do 
not  grant  me  this  now,  yon  will  never  do 
it.''  My  opposition,  however^  is  founded 
enth-ely  upon  present  ciiflQtnalances. '-  I 
do  not  say,  that  because  emancipation  li 
not  granted  now,  that  therefore  it  never 
will.  I  think  there  are  strong  reasons  for 
a  contrary  opinion.  It  appears  to  me 
from  these  very  papers  that  lie  on  yoor 
table,  that  there  is  a  great  movement  in 
the  Catholic  mind  itself.  Who  can  pre- 
diet  to  what  that  movement  may  lead  ?  I 
know  not  what  changes  may  take  place 
in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Catho- 
lic question.  They  may  discard  the 
power  of  the  Pope  altogether,  t^know 
not  what  effect  might  be  produced  by  that; 
They  may  do  much  to  induce  me  to  alter 
ray  opinion ;  but  I  mast  see  what  those 
facts  are  that  would  justify  that  alteration 
before  I  can  decide.  1  must  wait  to  see 
^'hat  these  effects  will  be  before  I  can 
talk  upon  the  subject.  But  when  it  is 
stated  that  it  is  impossible  ever  to  con^ 
cede,  and  that  this  exclusion  is  to  go  on 
for  all  eternity,  I  utterly  deny  the  justice 
of  the  assertion.  I  cannot  conceive,  wbon 
I  reflect  upon  the  learning  and  talents  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  that  no  change  will 
ever  take  place  in  their  opinions  upon  this 
subject,  of  themselves,  which  may  indoce 
me  to  consent  to  it.  1  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  that  chang^e  niay  take 
place  ;  not,  however,  that  it  will  be  ef- 
fected by  any  force  or  heat  of  party  feel* 
ing,  nor  the  violence  of  power,  but  by 
learning,  by  knowledge,  and  increased 
liberality  of  feeling  and  spirit;  and  when 


I  see  what  learning,  wbtf  I  knowledge,  andi 
powwofmind  tbeso  people  havo  ahewa- 
in  exerting  themselves  on  this  great  qnes-i 
tioii,  I  am  persoaded^  that  if  this  talent^ 
and  that  mind  be  fully  and  fairly  applied- 
to  the  examination  of.  the  question  bo-^ 
tween  us,  that  there  are  great  bopea  to  bo: 
entertained,  that  in  thia aiMeof  tbo world 
there  ma^  be  'an  aitoration  of  groat  tSs^ 
upon  tbeir  mvndi*  t  s;  ;» 

Is  there  any  Ifcring  bignted'Or  inlaloniiKi 
in  this?  Certainly^  it  implios aaanipiiBW 
jodgment  in  me;  Kiid  ooftainly^  to  jmfi 
mimi,  it  does  appear  thiA  on  a  loir,  ni«i 
tiooal^  and  cancml'-oxaminationof  thedooo 
trines  of  the  Protestant  religion*  that  roKwr 
gion  is  to  be  preferred  by  a  rmtional  mind 
to  the  Bomaa  Catholic.  I  do  tberefopv 
repeat,  ^that  I  do  expect,  that  I  do  loob 
forward  with  confidence,  indeed,  I  haw 
BO  manser  of  doubt  that  a  considerable 
change  in  a  very  short  time  will  be  eflfiMti* 
ed  in  the  Roman  Catholic  mind] of  Iro^ 
l«id ;  ond  I  cannot  conceive  bolr  tbai;tb#^ 
state  of  the  worid  is  extremdy  Avoorabhr 
to  the  change.  I  cannot  ooooeive  tkat  all' 
those  Ftvolntions  that  havo  paasedyllMli 
are  ilill  pasting;  thatbave  heen  shakin|^ 
•i— and  are  still  making  and  dfstorbui|p' thi 
Roman  Catholic  religiote  ostabliibmeald 
of  Eorope,  will  be  prodoctive  of  ao  ^bm 
upon  tbe-Roman  ciitholici  of  Irelaiid.  ^ 
will  not  believe  that  the  removal  of  tbo 
Pope  from  bis  temporal  power  will  h%v^ 
no  effect.  I  think  it  will  have  the  effect 
of  openhig  their  eyes,  and  awakentngi 
their  understandings  to  the  examinatiota 
ofa  qoestion  of  so  much  vital  importanoe 
to  theif*interesl6  and  tbo  interosta  of  tbo 
British  empire.  I  .think  the  manner  ia 
which  they  havo  gone  on  for  some  time 
put,  is  but  the  harbinger  of  that. re  vol  a«* 
tion  in<tibeir  mind^  which,  I  trost»  will 
speedily  take  fUaeo^  Out  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  it  would  be  reasonable 
for  the  Hoose  to  look  speedily  for  an 
event  which  would  lead  to  the  detarmi- 
nate  conciliation  of  this  question  upon 
terms  consistent  with  the  safety  and  solid 
happiness  of  the  British  empire.  I  think 
no  man  ought  .to  despair  of  what  may  be 
the  effect  upon  the  Romi^  Catholic  mind 
in  Ireland.  But  till  I  see  what  the  effect 
df  Ihtae  revolutions  is  upon  that  mind,  I 
cannot  form  any  conclusive  judgment 
upon  the  subject.  I  cannot,  however,  but 
express  a  hope  that  there  is  a  great  open* 
ing  ia.  the  Catholic  mind  ;  but  whether 
that  is  so  or  not»  considesing  this  subject 
conscientionsly,  with  a  view  to  the  secu- 
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rity  of  the  constitutioii^  establishments  of 
this  country  and  of  Ireland,  I  cannot, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  vote  for 
this  question.  It  does  not  appear  to  me, 
that  while  the  Roman  Catholics  continue 
to  entertain  a  foreign  influence  in  a  man- 
ner distmctly  from  ourselves,  and  profess- 
ing a  religion  claiming  possession  of  all 
the  ecclesiastical  property  of  Ireland  ;  it 
does  appear  to  me,  I  say,  a  proposition 
pregnant  with  danger  to  our  establishment, 
and  to  meet  which  no  sufficient  argument 
has  yet  been  offered,  or  that  cquld  induce 
me  to  relinquish  any  one  of  those  con- 
scientious grounds  upon  which  I  am  hos- 
tile to  the  Catholic  claims. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  abstain  from 
every  th'mg  that  could  be  calculated  to 
excite  irritation ;  and  I  have  given  my 
opinion  with  as  little  animosity  as  I  trust 
any  man  with  my  sentiments  can  be  found 
to  deliver  himself  upon  such  a  subject; 
and  I  hope  that  no  man  will  suffer  himself 
to  give  way  to  more  warmth  of  feeling 
than  it  shall  appear  that  I  have  done.  I 
am  not  actuated  by  the  least  feeling  of 
hostility  in  my  mind  towards  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland.  It  is  unquestionably  a 
most  painful  situation  for  toe  person  who 
bas  to  conduct  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment, to  perform  public  duties  which  he 
knows  must  necessarily  give  pain  to  any 
description  of  his  Majesty's  sabjects.  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  I  do  not  harbour  the 
slightest  feeling  of  hostility  against  them. 
But  the  person  who  has  the  honour  to  \bt 
at  the  head  of  the  government,  cannot  but 
experience  a  painful  reflection  that  his 
views  and  opinions  as  an  individoal  must 
be  against  the  wishes  of  any  mimerous 
class  of  his  fellow  subjects,  on  a  great  state 
<|uestion  like  the  present.  I  may  he  sup- 
posed to  be  influenced  or  affected  by  feel- 
ings of  personal  hostility.  For  my  own 
part  I  feel  none.  There  is  no  act  of  cba« 
rity  or  kindness  that  I  would  not  be  glad 
to  confer,  most  unfeignedly,  upon  a  Bo- 
man  Catholic  as  soon  as  a  Protestant.  I 
liave  no  sort  of  feeling  of  hostility  what* 
ever  towards  them.  This  is  sincerely  the 
language  of  my  heart.  But  I  do  most 
powerfully  and  strongly  feel,  that  at  the 
present  moment,  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
confer  more  political  power  upon  the  Ca- 
tholics; because  in  conferring  more,  you 
would  only  increase  and  raise  their  ex* 
pectations  of  obtaining  still  further  con* 
cessions ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  reasoning  and  arguments  of  those  hon. 
gentlemen   who    have  advocated  their 
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cause,  have  led  them  to  expect  conces- 
sions which  could  not  be  granted,  $ind  ta 
excite  expectations  which  have  no  suffi« 
cient  reason  on  their  side  to  support  them* 

Sir,  if  we  were  to  accede  to  what  is  noir 
demanded,  I  should  next  expect  seriously, 
in  a  few  ye^rs,  whpn  the  subject  had  been 
more  matured,  to  hear  it  proposed,  that  the ' 
Irish  bishops  of  the  establishment  having 
first  generously  made  over  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  the  Irish  Catholic  clergyt  one 
htvif  their  ecclesiastical  property,  frare 
ready  to  make  further  proposals,  ivith  % 
view  to  that  purpose,  and  for  establisb* 
ing  them  in  a  manner  suitable  tp  their 
rank  and  consequence,  and  submitting  focb 
a  plan  for  his  Majesty's  approbatiop. 

When  this  is  done,  and  not  before,  y» 
shall  have  some  chance  of  creatiiig  a 
change  of  mind  capable  of  bringing  fSoo| 
this  happy  reconciliation. 

Under  all  my  views  of  this  qu^ion. 
Sir,  afUr  having  given  it  the  coolett  c^nr 
sideration  in  my  power,  and  looted  at  it 
in  every  point  of  view,  and  withopt 
warmth,  it  is  not  too  mqch  to  (|ay,  that  I 
should  dread  the  efiect  of  further  concief* 
sion,  would  be  tending  to  raise  the  expeo* 
tations  of  the  Remap  Catholics,  aqd  with- 
out tending  to  conciliate,  we  sl^ould  ooly 
raise  to  disappoint. — ^Imust  therefore  fote 
against  this  question. 

Mr.  Whiibread. — Sir;  notwithata^dMig 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  I  feel  it  impofsibla 
to  give  my  vote  upon  .this  question  with- 
out making  a  few  observations  on  some 
of  the  extraordinary  arguipeqts  wbicb  we 
have  heard  from  our  opponents*  in  jresUtr 
ance  to  the  motion  of  my  right  hop.  fri^  ; 
and  therefore  I  claim  the  indulgence  cf 
the  House,  promising  to  trespass  npoa 
their  attention  as  briefly  as  possible. 

Sir,  I  hail  the  approaching  triempb  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  speecb 
which  we  have  just  heard  from  the  Cbaar 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  most  satijif^ciorjr 
for  them.  He  who  has  hitheito  carnal 
the  blazing  torch  of  intolerance,  seems  in.- 
clined  that  at  least  the  flame  shall  bnrn 
more  Uunbently.  He,  even  he,  doeii  noi 
despair  that  the  time  may  come  when  the 
Catholics  may  enjoy ''  the  consomqpiatiois 
ft  so  devoutly  to  be  wished.''  But,  Sr, 
the  riffht  hon.  gentleman  has  charged  my 
right  non.  friend,  who  brought  fprwiC!^ 
the  present  motion,  with  havinff  chaogei 
his  original  ground,  in  mo.ving  tot  %  comr 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  lawp 
imposing  civil  disabilit^esoa theCattriic^ 
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instead  of  coming  forward  with  a  direct 
motioa  to  grant  their  claims ;  jspd  tl^i^  by 
wajr  of  manoeuvre^  ad  capumdiim,  \n  carder 
to  obtain  gr/eater  support  to  the  c^uiat 
of  which  he  is  the  great  advocate.  Siureiy 
the  right  hoo.  gentleman  must  know,  tb|U 
this  is  the  only  mode  of  proceeding  which 
the  forms  of  the  House  will  «l)ow  my  rigli^ 
hon.  friend  to  pursue.  It  is  imposaible  fior 
him' to  make  any  proposition  invoUMlg  f 
changie  in  matten  of  r/Bligion,  without 
moving  in  the  first  instance  to  refer  the 
consideration  of  the  pubject  to  a  CPHHBit- 
tee  of  ^e  whole  Hoose*  TjMi  nght  hoa. 
gentleman^  with  all  bis  iofliuuioe  aivd  9fVkr 
thority,  had  he  been  placed  in  #  aknatiop 
similar  to  that  of  my  irt|^bt  bon*  friend, 
most  haye  adopted  a  stmiliir  coupiB.    Sjii;, 


deal  on  the  subject  of  introdacing  into  Mir 
debates  the  name  of  the  iovemgqu  i 
am  well  aware  that  it  is  pQt  conjBitfflt 
with  parliamentary  order  to  use  theXiiig^^ 
name  in  the  debates  of  .thia  .Howe.  '•  t 
admit  the  rule  to  be  .peife<i;tly  cooatitap 
tional.  But,  has  not  the  eight M»-  jgf  OlM- 
man  himself  fi^uently  ▼ii>l^Med<tbia  ijilft, 
more  especially  when  the  freaepL8Bli||Ht 
has  been  under  discussion.?  Haa  h^  Mt 
frequently  4)pposed  to  the  plaima  ttf  Ab^ 
Catbolic  fetitioners  tbe  acrvplea  of-  M» 
Majesty  as  the  principal  IwriHK  |o  eU 
consideration  of  those  claiina  .wi|h  a^y 
hope  of  success  ?  But  be  9om  diBprecatfl^ 
any,i»ucb  introduction.;  aad  to  (taUs  us  that 
to  use  the  name  of  the  Pcii^e  Aigent,  the 
immediate  representative  of  the  king,  i^ 
equally  inadmissible,  bocaMie  it  is  eqi^iy 
calculated  to  influence  the  deiiberatioaa  of 
pariiameat. 

Sir,  it  may  not  be  fftfliementary  to 
mention  the  name  of  the  Prince  Begeot, 
but  surely  there  can  be  nothing  anparlii^ 
mentary  or  improper  in  reSetruka  to  the 
declared  opinions  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Of  the  opinions  of  the  Prince  Regent,  we 
can  certainly  know  nothing  in  this  House. 
We  can  form  no  judgment  of  that  opinion, 
except  by  what  we  know  of  the  sentiments 
of  those  whom  his  Royal  Highness  has 
chosen  as  his  ministers.  But  who  does 
not  know  the  hopes  and  expectations  that 
were  held  out  to  the  Catholics  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales  ?  To  him  they  looked  as 
to  the  polar  star  of  their  wishes.  The  day 
of  his  accession  to  the  sovereign  authority 
they 'Contemplated  as  the  auspicious /era  of 
their  entire  liberation  from  the  remaining 
links  of  those  galling  chains,  under  jvhica 
they  had  groaned  through  ae  many  .years 


of  soraow  and  4egradatie9.  V(o  one  .cf9 
dmibt  ibU  WJb^n  tbia  era  arrived,  t^  ppsj- 
pec^MLion  of  tfte  C^thplic^  jwf^  j^ftly  i^i^iin} 
to  ^hfi  higbeft  pitdi.  jUnbappilj*  llOt^ipg 
b|it  the  mppUL  bitilier  disafipoiiitipaiaMt  h^a  fpj^ 

lowiMi,  ^  4>ifMPoiMirapt  wit^^  &sm4 
orjmtitoiti^. 

Tbe  (CfMliolica  rh^  arig|it.to  qh«irisfail^ 
hQpea  twjbicib  fthey  entcff  (^«ied.  Theppir 
piotis  ai  the  Jhfinoe  of  Wf^t^  tow/Kfla  ^e|9 
badfbeeja  .notgidy  jiot  cc^eiaM  pf  4ii9r 
guiaedf  bipt  they  hfui  ever  t^en  mt^i^tpr 
tKKMly  4i9p)ayed.  It  w^W  faav^  bcvsQ  ^ 
aAroQt  t9  m  Aoyal  Highvuiil  .not  tf»  bf^y^ 
known  ilhfU  be  wy  the  prpt<^tpr  of  thji 
Ir jsbr,Cfitliolic8  mrt  itbe  woHcer  pf  .tbcMr 
cWmiw  Nif '/lentnoenta  JM  h^opn  ^-fra.- 
qnenUy  iecor4e^  jto  ;b^  mmijmu  JAesid^ 


the  right  bon.  ^ntleman  biis  aaid  ft.  gcceyt   there  w»re  m  wmy  CMCWrcnt  i^irciMir 

"       "    '  al^intM  10  xmiy»r  .i(t  filler  <^  hii9»  to  c^ 

hii  imfiBiaed  iwiahes  into  .OBecntioBa    The 

{NTf^wdicja  nrWAb.M  fo^Vmg  md  up  .m^^ 
anil  V  ,nniftiNl  Mainat  Gomcgsmm*  te  tlia 
CalMica  bad  bai^  ao  nearly  4i9pi|iatei|. 
!Qmb  idmoat  nnnnimaoi  icqnieicence  ql  tb$ 
Pcnt^atant^GOBiinnmty  jn  thme  cVMinaJbnjl 
famiHi  4)Nlile,«D  nMnifeslf-r4he  acUve  bpnemc 
kjttqe  nf  iNi?araleccl(^iaiticanf  tbfi  Prntnur 
laAtGhnmcb,  bad  prpdncedian  impmeiakin  in 
£avoMabln4A  the  GathnlU;p---4ie  .petitipnn 
^m  liie  Disaentera  of  nil  dnnqminaMmb 
wbifihrl  bad  the  honour  ip  prw»nt»  apoto 
#0  strnngly  in  thnir  .canaerrHbe  a(cknow!r 
ledged  tnunqnillitsTof  Ireland  affi>rded  an 
qpnoctnnity  aoadvantagepQa  for  thia  act  jof 
grace — and  the  criticd  situation  of  thn 
;ampire  at  large.called  lo  londly  for  \imti^ 
the  Catbolicn  ane  not  liabie  to  the  charge  .of 
having  indidgad  too  &nd  a  hope  on  the  mr 
jcaaion.  In  ibis  hope  tbey  werecnnfirmed 
>y  the  knowladge^tbntitbey  bad  in tfieir  A^ 
vour  the  opinion  of  allthn  peraeoa  worthy 
to  be  dignified  with  the  nppellntion  o^  tb^ 
atnteaman  in  the  conntry,  w'aJ^  the  .exoan^ 
tion  of  two.  AUa !  itbjoie  tW0|  by  tpoin 
onaqconntable  fataliw,  hMVe  bean  ffBlected 
as  the  miniaters  of  the  .Regent*  At  ibia 
time  the  council  is  praaided  over,  and  thn 
tceasnrji  ^miniateced  by  the  only  two 
men  who  could  have  been  fooi^d  to  fill 
those  aikbationa,  and  to  vote  against  thfB 
motion  of  m  v  right  bon.  friend !  Is  it. won* 
derlnl  that  those  who  have  any  feeling  for 
tbe  hoDonr,  fi>r  the  character,  fi>r  the  fu* 
turn  fiuM  of  tbe  behr  apparent,  abonki 
deeply  regret  that  in  the  discharge  of  the 
hign  nmctioaB  which  he  is  now '  called  oA 
40. exercise,  be«ahookl  have  pUced  him- 
self in  Uurimide  of  men  who  nave  avownd 
.thenueliei  to  be  the  jMngeat  opponenta 
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hopes,  the  defender  of  their  claims/'  This' 
joyfal  intelligence  would  have  excited  tn 
their  breasts  an  enthusiasm  approaching 
to  madness.    They  would   have  been  all 
confidence,     all     rapture^— *aU    delight: 
Strange  reverse !     how  astonished^  how 
overpowered  would  they  have  felt,  had 
they  suddenly  been  told,  that  from  the 
very  source  of  all  their  hope,  proceeded 
the  sad  assurance  of  their  disappointment ! 
And  at  what  a  moment  do  the  ministers 
whom  the  Regent  employs  give  him  -tbis 
pernicious  counsel,  which  may  shake  the 
very  foundations  of  his  father's  throne! 
At  a  moment  when  the  country  within  is 
agitated  by  discontents,  the  result  pf 'the 
total  stagnation  of  commei^ee^nd  manu- 
factures;—at  a  moment  when 'an  enor- 
mously expensive  contest  rages  without, 
of  the  termination  of  which  theseministers 
themselves  admit  that  not  atay  of  iiope  is 
visible— -at  a  moment  when  a  new-  war  ap* 
pears  on  the  eve  of  breaking  out,  the  pro- 
clamation of  it  having  been  already  issaed 
by  the  Regent's  declaration  fron  White- 
hall ; — at  n  moment  when  the  maritime 
force  of  our  enemy  is  increasing  to  a  scale 
which  we  have  formerly  been  tokl  could 
be  the  result  on)y  of  peace ;— *at  a  moment 
when  the  apprehension  of  approaching 
scarcity  over-spreads  the  land ;— Gfacioes 
God !  Sir,  at  such  an  awful  moment  do  we 
find,  from  the  speech  of  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  and  from  the  speeches  of  those 
by  whom  he  is  supported,  that  the  i^Sbirs 
of  this  country  are  placed  in  the  hands  of 
men,  who,  simply  on  the  ground  of  a 
difference  in  religious  faith,  advise  the  . 
Regent,  by  the  rejection  of  theirjustclaims, 
to  hazard  the  revolt  of  four  millions  of  his 
subjects,  after  the  repeated  proofe  which 
they  have  given  of  fidelity  and  afiectioa 
for  his  person.    They  shot  their  eyes  to 
the  situation  of  the  country,  but  they  open 
them  wide  to  some  paltry  publications 
which  have  fallen  in  their  way,  and  afiect 
to  justify  their  own  conduct  by  quoting 
extracts  of  pamphlets  (read  scrap  by  scrap, 
and  without  the  context)  as  if  they  spoke 
the  language  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland; 
in  order  to  throw  an  odium  upon  that  loyal 
and  respectable  body.   They  set  at  naught 
all  the  declarations,  all  the  oaths,  and  all 
the  other  irrefragable  proofs  that  stand  in 
evidence  of  their  unshaken  loyalty,  and 
undcviatinff  attachment  to  the  constitu- 
tion !    And  then.  Sir,  who  are  the  authors 
of  these  books  and  pamphlets  on  which  so 
much  stress  has  been  laid  }    Several  of 
them  are  anonymous*    One  of  them  is 


of  the  promises  and  declarations  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  just  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ? 
In  vain  do  we  seek  for  the  cause  of  the 
choice    which   his  Royal   Highness   has 
thought  proper  to  make.    Were  these  per- 
sons the  early  friends  of  his  Royal  High- 
ncss's  political  life  ?  By  no  means.    Have 
they  been  the  participators  of  his  convivial 
retirement?    Until  very    recently    they 
iiave  been  strangers  to  him.      Have  they 
conciliated  his  Royal  Highnesses  ailection 
or  esteem  ?  On  the  contrary,  it  is  said  that 
one  of  them  has  endured  the  severe  re- 
proach of  his  Royal  Highness  for  the  man- 
ner in  which,  by  his  conduct  towards  him, 
both  in  public  and  in  private,  he  has  sen* 
sibly  wounded  his  dignity  ;    and  has  not 
the  other  been  always  supposed  to  be  any 
tiling  rather  than  a  favourite  with    his 
Royal  Highness?  Yet  into  such  hands  has 
his  Ruyal  Highness  consigned  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country ;   a  government  the 
•whole  influence  of  which  is  now  exerted 
against  any  concession  to  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics.    If,  therefore,  the  result  of  my  right 
bon.  friend's  motion  should  be  unpropi- 
tious  to  the  Catholics,  let  them  not  despair. 
They  must  be  aware  on  what  their  fate 
depends.    For  many  years  their  attempts 
at  emancipation  have  been  obstructed  by 
the  person  administering  the  high  func- 
tions of  government.  Thus,  and  thus  only 
are  they  obstructed  still.     All  the  other 
difficulties  which  were  in  the  way  of  con« 
cession,  have  been  conquered :  this  alone 
remains.    From  the  crown— -and  from  the 
crown  alone,  proceed  the  obstacles.     The 
Regent  has  but  to  will,  and  the  thing  is 
done — he  has  but  to  will, and  he  will  again 
be  the  idol  of  Ireland — he  has  but  to  wait, 
and  the  time  will  be  for  ever  gone  !  Such 
IS  the  actual  state  of  the  case.     The  re- 
corded vote  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment proclaims  it.  The  vote  of  this  House 
to*nightwill  I  have  no  doubt  confirm  it, 
for  who  can  suppose  the  influence  of  the 
crown  not  to  extend  so  far  as  to  decide 
the  opinion  of  half  the  number,  of  which 
tlie  majorities  of  both  Houses  are  com- 
posed ?    It  is  fit  that  Ireland  should  know 
this:  it  is  fit  that  the  Catholics  should  feel 
that  their  fate  is  in  the  hands  of  the  sove- 
reign power.     If  the  Catholics,  in  igno- 
rance of  the  strange  events  which  have 
occurred  within  the  last  two  months,  had 
asked,  who  held  the  sovereign  power,  the 
answer  would  have  been  "  Ecce  quod  op- 
tanti."  ThePrince  of  Wales — the  protector 
of  the  Catholics—the  encourager  of  their 
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written  by  a  Mr.  Keogb,  a  young  man 
heated  by  the  ardour  of  yonth#  perhaps 
irritated  by  personal  disappointmenls*  but 
certainly  not  representing,  and  not  accre* 
dited  by  the  Catholic  bodv.  And  yet 
this  is  one  of  the  authentic  documenU  on 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  form  our 
estimate  of  Catholic  principles,  and  to  re- 
ject all  enquiry  on  the  subject  of  the  Ca- 
tholic pretensions  1  Sir,  when  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  comes  to  talk  of 
petitions,  he  never  directs  your  altentioii 
to  the  north  or  to  the  sooth*  Ho  t^kti 
care  neter  to  advert  to  the  petitions  firpm 
the  Protestant  landed  interest  .of 'erery 
province  of  Ireland  in  favour  of  thf  cimmi 
of  their  Catholic  brethren.  He  takes 
care  never  to  advert  to  what  is  equally 
strong  with  any  Petition  ;-^-the  total  and 
acquiescent  silence  of  every  Protestant  cor* 
poration  and  community  in  the  United 
Empire,  (with  the  exception  indeed  of  lb« 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
and  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  respecting 
all  whose  Petitions  I  shall  say  something 
by  and  bye.)  You  are  told  Jthat  the  great 
body  of  the  Protestants  of  Great  Britamare 
alarmed,  and  are  decidedly  averse  from 
all  further  concessions  to  the  Catholics. 
In  support  of  these  sentiments  qtnd  to  shew 
the  foundation  of  these  fears,  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  takes  out  of  his 
pocket  a  book,  from  which  he  reads  to  you 
opinions  and  tenets  which  he  says  have 
been  formerly  entertained,  and  held  at 
some  Catholic  college;  and  he  adds  to 
these  a  number  of  extracts  derived  from  a 
controversial  pamphlet  written  by  a  Ca- 
tholic clergyman — a  Dr.  O'Connor,  neither 
acknowledged  by  nor  connected  with  any 
Catholic  authority  civil  or  ecclesiastic,  and 
for  which  work  I  understand  the  reverend 
author  is  at  this  very  moment,  under  the 
censure  of  his  superiors.  Such,  Sir,  are  the 
grave  authorities  upon  which  we  are  to  be 
dissuaded  from  going  into  any  enquiry  into 
the  Catholic  claims.  Still,  however,  asif  to 
goad  those  whom  you  have  made  despe* 
rate  to  actual  madness,  you  mock  the  Ca» 
tholics  by  telling  them  it  is  not  quite  impos- 
sible the  time  may  arrive  for  the  conside- 
ration of  their  claims.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  tells  you,  that  when  the  Catho- 
lics desert  the  Pope — that  is,  when  the  Ca** 
tholics  cease  to  be  Catholics, — then,  and 
then  only,  shall  their  claims  be  entertain- 
ed. Why,  Sir,  if  the  Catholics,  deserting 
the  see  of  Rome,  were  to  abandon  all  sub- 
mission to  the  spiritual  authority  of  the 
Pope,  tliey  would  be  gathered  among  tha 


nomberof  Firotestants,  and  there  woul4 
tod  all  necessity  for  discussing  the  solyecc 
now  before  as*  Another  riffht  hon.  gen* 
tleman,  (If  r.  Yorke,)  says,  that  in  the  year 
1791,  he  was  of  opi|iion  some  indulgenceft- 
ought  to  be  granted  to  the  Catholio^  bu% 
that  he  bss since  changed. bis  mind,  a^d 
that  i|e  ^ill  not  now  consent  to  any  conces*) 
sions  to  them  until  they  aginet  to  choos# 
an  Irinh  Pope.  The  Hoost  will  judge. of 
the  probability  of  such  an  event;  and  will 
tfbereby:  estimate  the  degree  of  decofoi^ 
^ifh  which  the  subjett  is  treated  by  thii^ 
right  i^n,  membe{  of  ^e  ad  ministration  i 
the  determination  ukeq.by  tke  right  hon. 
gentlsman  is  of  the  sam^  complexion  ai^ 
4hat  taken  by  his  colleagues  on  another 
branch  of  their  policy,— -they  risk  the  com- 
mercial ruin  of  their  conntry,  rather  than 
r^fieal  the  Orders  hi  Coniicil  before  Poo- 
napart^  fbrnlh  after  their  formfiia,  have 
revoked;  hjui  Br rlin  and  Milan  iWeea. 
tiif  dglitt^^.  gentle9ian.bas  endeavoured 
sniMD  tff^b^ppf^tmhMd  to  persoad« 
tht!  House,  th^ij^jMat  danger  to  be  ap* 
pi^abended  from  tbe'lictto-Catliolics,  becaosa 
the  prtemt  Pope  is  in  the  power  ot  Buo* 
napart6.  Bat  Ibow  is  the  power  of  Bobna« 
part6  over  the  Pope  exercised  }  Thifi^-i^ 
Booiiapart6  detains  his  body  in  prison,  be* 
caus9  at  casQot  subdue  his  mind,  and  ren* 
der  him  subservient  to  his  Will.  Can  tha 
right  hon.^  gentleman  persuade  the  Hoost 
that  the  Irish  Catholics  are  dangerous,  be- 
cause the  spiritual  head  of  their  Cfaurcb 
prefers  the  strictest  confinement  to  ^ths| 
prostitution  of  bis  ^iritual  power  to  the 
commands  of  his  gaoler!  This  is  what 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  calls  ''having 
the  Pope  in  his  power  ;*'  and  it  is  on  this 
ground  he  declares  the  venerable  Pontiff 
to  be  dangerous,  when  he  is  suffering  a 
spiritual  martjrrdom  to  prove,  be  will  not 
make  bis  spiritual  power  the  instrument  of 
the  political  purposes,  of  the  emperor  of 
France.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
happily  added,  that  even  irtbere  were  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  present  Popci  who  could  aiw 
swer  for  the  conduct  of  his  successor  ?  Sir^ 
in  order  to  dissipate  all  the  terrors  of  thb 
(tu^beai^  I  refer  you  to  the  solemn  decla* 
ration  of  the  Irish  Catholic  bishops  pub^ 
tished  in  1810,  intjia  following  words :-« 
'*  That  if  the  presef^t  ^Ope  shall  die  in  prU 
son,  or.  under  the.  control^  or  coercion  of 
the  ruler  of .  France,  they  will  never  ac- 
knowledffo  any  other  Pope,  unless  he  b^ 
f;anonicaTly  electi^d  accoroiog  to  the  ndea 
ojf  the  Roman  ^atholic.C^wch,  Gmn^ 
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independant  of  all  foreign  controbl/'— 
This,  Sir,  is  I  think  a  sufficient  answer  eo  the 
question  of  the  right  hoh.  gentleman.  The 
right  boh.  gentleman  next  tal  ked  of  elections 
in  Ireland,  and  of  the  influence  which  the 
Catholics  threaten  they  #ill  exert,  not  to 
have  returned  any  Irish  members  to  the 
taext  parliament  bntsdch  as  are  friendly  to 
their  claims.     Sir,  this  is  the  Tery  game 
played  by  the  ministers  themselires  on  no 
very  remote  occasion.    They  propagated 
the  cry  of  "  No  Popery,"  and  endeavoorcd 
to  persuade  the  elective  body  not  to  rettif  n 
any  representative  friendly  to  the  Catholic 
cause  ;  the  principle  is  not  new,  —can  they 
quarrel  with  its  application,    warranted 
as  it  is  by  their  example  ?     The  troth, 
however,  is,  that   ministers  feel  exceed- 
ingly sore  because  the  Catholics  in  one  or 
two  counties  of  Ireland  have  at  their  pub- 
lic meetings  resolved  not  only  not  to  vote 
for  any  candidate  who  will  not  pledge  him* 
self  to  support  the  Catholic  claims;  but 
also  not  to  vote  in  support  of  any  adminis- 
tration, of  whith  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  shall  be  a  component 
part,  because  they  know  him  to  be  the  bar, 
and  the  only  bar,  to  the  removal  of  their 
dii^abilities.     Really,  Sir,  if  such  a  Reso- 
lution  had   been  adopted  by  the  Catholic 
constituency  in  every  county  in  Ireland, 
(and  the  transaction  is  stated  to  have  oc- 
curred only  in  a  few  of  the  counties)  it 
could  not  be  matter  of  surprize,  or  blame, 
that  the  Catholics  had  resolved  to  use  the 
sole    political  influence  in  their  power 
exclusively    in  favour  of   their   friends, 
and  in  hostility    to   their  avowed    and 
determined    enemies?    Is    it   wonderful, 
after  the    promises  they  have  received, 
and  the  confident  expectations  they  have 
been  taught  to  entertain  in  the  event  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  coming  to  the  first 
office  in   the   state,  that   under  the  se- 
vere disappointment  of   those  sanguhle 
hopes,  the  Catholics  should  thus    mark 
their  feelings  towards  that  person  whom  hiv 
Royal  Highness  his  selected  as  his  prime 
minister  and  who  now  stands  forward  as  thie 
only  objttacle  to  thi&ir  wishes  ?  (A  cry  of 
"  No,  no" — from  the  Treasury  benches.) 
Is  there  any  man  who  bears  m^,  that  can 
doubt,  that  if  that  right  hon.  ffentlen^an 
would  only  hold  up  his  finger,  the  ntotibn 
for  a   comiMittee    wobld  be  carried  thiis 
night  ?  Oh  ! !    I  aoi  sure  that  if  the  votes 
on  the  division  were  examined,  il  will  be 
ifeen  who  they  are  that  will  form  the  ma- 
jority against  this  question — the  situations 
they  hold,  and  the  expectations  they  eil* 


tertain,  will  sufficiently  evince  wlrttbtr. 
their  repugnance  to  enter  into  the  cod* 
sid'eration  of  the  claims  of  the  Catbolict  it 
the  pure  result  of  unbiassed  judgment,  and 
honest  conviction.  Sir,  I  repeat,  thikt  hh 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  hai 
chosen  for  his  prime  minister  the  man 
who  is  the  principal  bar  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Catholics. 

Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  tells  m^ 
that  he  sees  a  great  movement  in  the  Ca- 
tholic mind,  which  at  some  future  pisriod 
may  render  it  less  unadvisable  to  admit 
them  to  the  enjoyment  of  poliiieal  pl>wer. 
I  ask  him  where  he  now  finds  that  back* 
wardness  of  mind  and  talent  in  the  Irish 
Catholic  any  more  than  in  the  Irish 
Protestant  community,  which  unfits  the 
Catholics  at  this  very  moment  from  filling 
with  honour  to  themselves  and  advantage 
to  the  state,  any  of  those  high  offices  to 
which  they  aspire  }  In  what  situation  of 
life  have  their  intellectual  powers,  by 
comparison  with  those  of  their  opponents 
and  oppressors,  been  proved  so  inferior  as 
to  warrant  their  exclusion  from  all  situa- 
tions of  great  trust  and  confidence?  Sir« 
while  I  am  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
wish  to  advert  to  what  fell  from  an  hoo. 
and  learned  gentleman,  (Mr.  Owen,)  last 
night,— -I  wish  to  call  the  recollection  of 
the  House  for  a  few  moments  to  the  straia 
of  the 

" high  bom  HoePs  harp." 

That  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,«^I 
am  sorry  I  do  not  now  see  him  in  his 
place,  told  you  that  there  was  a  moral  in- 
capacity in  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
of  Ireland,  to  rise  to  those  important  of- 
fices to  Which  the  Catholics  aspire.  Sir,  I 
cannot  boast  with  that  h6n.  and  learned 
gentleman  of  descent  from  an  illastrions 
ancestry ;  but.  Sir,  were  he  here,  1  shoald 
be  glad  to  ask  him,  whether  we  were  to 
attribute  the  choice  speech  with  which  he 
favoiMred  us  last  night,  to  the  efiect  of  su- 
perior birth,  or  to  native  intellect?  I 
should  be  glad  he  would  prove  to  me  the 
moral  incapacity  of  any  class  of  hii  Majes- 
ty's Subjects  to  fill  any  sitaatiom  to  Which 
natural  talent  and  great  acquhements  aaay 
raise  them, — iildepeikdent  of  the  adven* 
titious  chrcutnstances  of  high  bhrtb,  and  iU 
lostrious  progenitors.  Argument  thelre 
ean  be  none  bA  this  subject.  There  BMy 
be  asseHion,  but  hbWever  strong  it  is  mv- 
Warrantable,  unfounded,  and  cotttradictM 
by  all  history.  I  was  Astofhished  to  hear 
such  a  dbclaratioti  frota  the  lips  of  a  msiia 
of  the  ability^  education  aad  liberal  pre- 
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ooDflm  k  to  Ireland  and  to  Iriihmoiu 
What,  Ski,  ha? e  IrisbmeB  eveo  «r  the  \ow^ 
etttwdar  no  talent?  Is  not  Ulent  indr^ 
ttooB  to  the  foil  erf  Ireiand?    It  not  huk 


fession  of  the  hon.  gentleman.  Born  and 
liTing  onder  the  happy  constitation  of  this 
country,  of  which  it  is  the  characteristic 
distinction,  that  any  man,  however  hum- 
ble in  origin^  may  by  the  exertion  of  his 
talents  and  the  display  of  his  virtoes  rise 
to  the  highest  oiBces  of  the  state.  Does 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  draw  his 
cenclosion  from  general  observation,  or 
from  the  observation  of  the  Irish  character 
alone  ?  If  from  general  observation  it  is 
entirely  false.  Poets  have  song  and  his- 
torians have  recorded  his  refutation.  If 
we  turn  over  the  annals  of  our  own  coon* 
try  we  see  the  names  of  Cromwell,  WoN 
sey  and  others  of  former  times ;  mm  of 
the  lowest  extraction,  bat  raised  to  emi- 
nence by  the  force  of  their  extraordinary 
talents.  If  we  advert  to  recent  periods, 
who  that  reflects  on  the  extensive  litera* 
ry  acquirements  of  that  inimitable  genius 
the  late  professor  Person,  to  whom  even  a 
Parr  could  deign  to  concede  the  prise  of 
scholarship,  will  venture  to  maintain  that 
by  birth,  however  obscure,  a  man  can  ha 
incapacitated  from  reaching  the  heights 
of  fame!  How  beautifully  does  Gray 
contradict  the  assertion  of  the  hon*  and 
learned  gentleman,  when  in  pondering 
over  the  records  of  the  dead-,  he  states 
the  probability  that  opportunity  alotfe  had 
been  wanting  to  have  enabled  many  of  the 
lowly  villagers  to  obtain  in  their  time  mo* 
numents  in  the  temple  of  fame, 

*^  Some  Tillage  Hampden,  that  with  dauntless 
breast, 
<<  The  little  tyrant  of  his  fields  withstood, 
**  Some  route  ioglorious  Milton  liere  maj  rest, 
''Some  Cromwell  guiltless  of  his  country's 
blood." 

Sir,  it  is  our  boast  that  to  England  the 
assertion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man  will  not  apply. — It  is  my  boast  that  t6 
£ng!and  the  assertion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  will  not  apply.  To 
those  who  live  under  a  free  government  it  is 
inapplicable,  unhappily  th^  case  is  the  re* 
verse  in  despotic  countries.  We  have  seen 
a  terrible  example  of  this  in  our  own  times 
-—we  have  seen  in  a  neighbouring  nation 
the  dreadful  effects  of  the  efibrts  of  those 
who  were  compelled  to  break  their  bonds, 
before  they  could  shew  their  powers,  and 
we  have  witnessed  the  convulsions  that 
y/vtfb  the  consequences  of  their  original 
exclusion  from  a  participation  in  the  pri- 
vileges of  their  countrymen.  But,  perhaps; 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  may  prc^ 
test  against  its  being  considered  that  Iris 
assertion  was  general;    he  may  wish  to 

{  VOL.  XXIL ) 


talent  proverbial?  Does  not  talent  floa* 
rish  with  the  shamrock  in  every  vale  and 
oa  every  mountain^  In  ev.ery  field  and 
mead  ofthat  delightful  country?  Iramem* 
ber  in  the  early  fiscnssions  upon  the  Slavo 
Trade  it  was  said  that  negroes  hi4  not 
the  sane  intellect  as  European^  and  ther» 
fore  ooght  to  be  enskved ;  botliuledid) 
expect  to  hear  it  asserted  that  Irishms 
had  not  the  same  intellect  as  Bri(ons>  and 
Ijierefere  ought  to  be 


God's  Image  dMubeiited  of  Day 

Sere  plongsd  in  mines,  fblvet  a  sun  was  made» 
li^  beings  deathless  as  tfeir  hau(^^  lord 
Arehammered  to  the  galling  okr  lor  life, 
And ploB^ the mnter waveband  rsapdespairl 

• 

Such  is  the  doom  which  the  boo.  and 
learned  gentleman  would  pronooneo  opoH 
the  lower  class  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
such  the  seed  he  would  conipel  them  to 
sowi  and  snch  the  harvest  he  would  coaii» 
pel  them  to^  reap«  S^r,  in  our  conduct  to 
the  Irish  Catholics,  there  is  sooMtbing 
very  like  insanity.  Wo  profess  to  be 
afraid  of  them,  we  dare  net  admit  theaa 
to  our  lleeto  and  armies.  We  cannot  trmi 
them  as  counsellors  or  eommanders.  ^  But 
our  practice  is  in  palpable  contradiction  to 
our  afiected  alarm.  The  ranks  of  that 
army  nbw  led  so  gloriously  hj  an  illustri^ 
ous  chief,  who  if  he  has  yet  failed  in  alto- 
gether securing  the  peninsula  firom  the 
possession  of  the  enemyi  has  failed  only 
because  such  an  achievement  seems  im« 
practicable.  The  ships  of  that  navy 
which  triumphs  every  wl^re  over  the 
fleets  of  the  foe.  Is  yet  from  unavoidable 
causes  unable  to  prevent  the  silent  and 
gradual,  but  not  less  certain  growth  of  hie 
maritime  strengtln-^hose  ranks  and  those 
ships  are  filled  with  Irish  Catholics.  At 
the  instant  I  am  speaking  is  not  this  Great 
Britain  overspread  with  the  Irish  Catholicb 
m  consequence  of  the  fnterchange  legally 
effiKcted  by  the  proposition  of  these  minii» 
ters  themselves  of  tne  militias  of  the  two 
counties?  Are  not  our  naval  arsenals  gar* 
risoned  by  Irish  Catholics  ?    Are  not  your 

firisotters  oC  war  guarded  by  Irish  Cathq* 
f^  ?  Are  not  then  Irish  Calhdics  fightihc 
your  enemies  abroad^  and  fnlfilliiig  at  home 
the  various  trustiriprilich  yon  haveso  justfy 
reposed  in  them  ?  It  caniihot  then  be  true 
that  yon  are  under  any  real  appi^ensions 
reapeeltegtheGatholicBi   Qn'iM  ceattary 
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their  loyalty  \n  so  tried  that  you  dare  ill 
«se  them,  and  yet  confide  in  them. 

Sir,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  told  us  that  the  Irish  Catholics  have 
free  liberty  for  their  own  mode  of  worship, 
which  it  all  they  ought  to  have.  I  deny 
the  fact.  Im  the  army,  the  Irish  Catho- 
lic soldier  in  Ireland  may  worship  God  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  his  own  religion, 
but  the  instant  he  transfers  his  services  to 
Great  Britain — for  your  defence— he  for- 
feits that  privilege,  and  becomes  ob- 
noxious to  the  penalties  of  the  law. 

When  the  Bill  for  the  interchange  of 
the  nxilitias  of  the  two  countries,  was  in 
its  progress  through  this  House,  and  a 
clause  was  proposed  to  exempt  the  Irish 
Catholic  militiaman  from  the  operation  of 
the  penalties  attached  in  this  country  to 
the  exercise  of  his  religion,  that  clause 
was  resisted ;  and  we  were  told  that  the 
purpose  would  be  answered  by  an  order 
issued  from  the  Horse  Guards,  to  dispense 
with  the  observance  of  the  law  in  this  re- 
spect ;   so  that  the  Irish  Catholic  soldier 
or  officer  in  England,  enjoys  the  exercise 
of  his  religion  at  a  matter  of  indulgent 
regulation,  revocable  at  pleasure,  aad  not 
as  a  matter  of  undoubted  legal  right.    It 
has  been  said.  Sir,  that  this  question  has 
been  so  often  before  debated,  that  nothing 
new  has  been  advanced  during  the  whole 
discussion.     This  cannot  be  asserted  by 
those   who   heard   the    powerful    speech 
made  by  a  noble  lord  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  (lord  Binning)  in  support  of 
the  motion  of  my  right  hon.  friend.    Can 
it  be  made  by  those  who  heard  the  able 
refutation  which  proceeded  from  my  no- 
ble friend  behind  me  (lord  Milton)  of  the 
arguments  of  the  learned  and  right  hon. 
gentleman    (Dr.  Duigenan)    who    spoke 
early  in  the  debate  ?     In  the  van  of  the 
anti-Catholics  once  more  appeared  that 
learned  doctor.     His  substitute,   (Sir   J. 
NichoU)  seems  glad  to  have  escaped,  and 
to  have  withdrawn  his  vicarious  back  from 
the  chance  of  a  second  chastisement  from 
a  right  hon.  gentleman  on  the  lower  bench 
(Mr.   Canning).     The  learned  doctor  was 
received,  like  a  general  returning  to  the 
head  of  his  brigade,  with  the  loudest  ac- 
clamations of  his  troops.     He  repeated  his 
old  assertions.    He  produced  his  old  eflect. 
How    gratifying    did  the  speech  of  the 
learned  doctor  appear  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer !    How  he  hung  upon 
his  accents !  How  delightful.  Sir,  it  would 
have  been  to  the  Regent  to  have  heard 
the  learned  doctor  speakingi  and  his  prime 
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minister  applauding  every  word  thftt  h« 
uttered,  applauding  himself  too,  and  ex* 
ulting  in  his  choice  of  a  privy  counsellor 
for  his  sovereign!  But  I  will  leave  tbft 
learned  doctor  to  travel  hoodwinked  roond 
and  round  the  same  circle  of  absurdity,  in 
which  for  so  many  years  he  has  beea 
moving,  and  I  will  proceed  to  the  mors 
pleasing  task  of  enquiring  whether,  among 
the  defects  in  point  of  novelty,  of  wbicb 
the  supporters  of  the  Catholic  cause  ara 
accused,  is  to  be  enumerated  the  speech 
of  my  young  and  hon.  friend  behind  me 
(Mr.  Vernon)  whose  able  exertions  in 
support  of  that  cause,  if  equalled  within 
these  walls,  has  rarely,  indeed,  been  rar- 
passed.  Hisispeech  has  done  him  immor- 
tal honour :  if  he  proceeds  in  his  parlia- 
mentary career  as  he  has  begun  it,  he 
must  soon  obtain  a  decided  preponderance 
in  this  Hdusc.  How  will  the  gratefal 
hearts  of  the  people  of  Ireland  rejoice  to 
find  so  powerful,  so  animated  a  defender 
—in  the  son  of  the  archbishop  of  York— 
in  a  man  who  must  be  thoroughly  inform- 
ed on  the  subject,  and  who  would  never 
utter  a  sentiment  of  injurious  tendency 
towards  that  establishment,  over  which  hit 
venerable  father  presides — under  whoae 
careful  eye  he  has  been  educated— from 
whom  his  principles  have  been  derived. 
Have  there  then  been  no  novelties  in  tbii 
debate  ?  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  striking 
novelty  in  the  debate  of  this  night,  for  the 
noble  lord  opposite  to  me  (lord  Castle- 
reagh)  has  not  yet  spoken.  That  noble 
lord  on  one  occasion  declared,  that  he  would 
never  return  to  place  unless  to  carry  the 
question  of  Catholic  emancipation.  The 
noble  lord,  however,  did  return  to  place 
when  he  knew  he  could  not  carry  the 
questionof  Catholic  emancipation.  Though 
we  had  the  benefit  of  his  8|>eech  for  ua  on 
a  former  occasion,  we  were  deprived  of 
his  vote  on  the  plea  of  scruples  existing 
in  the  royal  mind.  Those  scruples  are 
now  out  of  the  question ;  and  I  ask  the 
noble  lord  why  he  has  remained  silent 
during  the  present  discussion  ?  I  will  try 
to  provoke  the  noble  lord  to  speak.— 'Ilie 
noble  lord  has  said  that  he  never  woold 
return  to  place  and  power,  unless  he  couM 
carry  the  question  of  the  Catholic  clairoi ; 
but  the  noble  lord  has  thrice  accepted 
place  and  power,  with  his  pledge  unre« 
deemed  ;  and  lastly,  he  has  taken  office 
in  an  administration  under  the  guidance 
of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  who  has  de 
dared  himself  inexorably  hostile  to  thos# 
claims ;  in  one  part  of  hit  speech,  indeed. 
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he  told  us,  that  he  spoke  only  his  own 
sentiments,  yet,  before  he  finish^,  affirmed 
that  he  and  his  col  leagues  were  unanimons 
on  the  question,  and  that  the  ? ery  Union 
between  the  two  countries  caused  by  the 
influence  of  the  Catholics*  on  the  convic* 
tion  expressed  or  strongly  implied  of  their 
approaching  emancipiftion*  would  be  an 
eiernal  barrier  against  conceding  it.  I 
ask  the  noble  lord  if  he  accedes  to  that 
statement  of  unanimity  ?  Does  the  noble 
lord  conceive  it  to  be  consistent  with  his 
former  declarations^  to  make  one  of  an  ad- 
ministration who  are  thus  unanimons 
against  a  measure,  the  hope  of  which  he 
formerly  held  out  as  the  indispensable 
means  of  carrying  the  Union  ?— Sir,  the 
noble  lord  is  well  known  to  Ireland,  and  Ire- 
land is  well  known  to  him.  J^t  the  periodTof 
the  Union,  when  the  mardnit  Gomwallb 
presided  the  government  of  that  conntry,^ 
the  noble  lord  was  the  minister  for  Ire«' 
land ;  and  it  has  been  repeatedly  al- 
leged, in  support  of  the  Catholic  cause, 
and  never  denied,  that  the  express 
condition  on  which  the  Catholics  con» 
sented  to  the  Unioui  (and  it  could  not 
have  been  effected  without  their  consent), 
was  that  their  claims  should  be  considered. 
This  it  was  said  could  not  be  ^one  in  the 
parliament  of  Ireland,  but  it  was  promiaad 
that  it  should  be  one  of  the  first  proposi- 
tions brought  forward  in  the  united  par- 
liament, after  the  Union  should  be  com- 
plete. The  noble  lord  was  the  man 
through  whom  this  agreement  was  nego- 
ciated  with  the  leaders  of  the  Catholic 
body.  The  noble  lord  knew  that  Mr. 
Pitt  was  decidedly  favourable  to  Catholic 
emancipation,  and,  if  I  am  not  misinform- 
ed, be  drew  up  a  plan  for  carrying  this 
great  object  into  effect. 

After  the  measure  of  the  Union  was  car- 
ried, however,  new  and  unexpected  ob« 
stacles  arose ;  but  so  conscious  were  Mr. 
Pitt  and  his  noble  colleague  of  the  pledge 
which  they  had  given  to  the  Catholics, 
that,  finding  they  were  prevented  from 
submitting  the  question  to  parliament  aa  a 
government  measure,  they  retired  from 
office,  to  which  they  declared  ihey  never 
would  return,  unless  they  should  be  em- 
powered to  redeem  it.  mw,  I  ask,  and  I 
hope  to  hear  from  the  noble  lord,  why  be 
has  relinquished  this  condition,  and  why 
he  has  again  leagued  himself  with  an  ad- 
ministration which,  according  to  the  state* 
ment  of  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  is  una- 
nimous in  resisting  the  Catholic  claimji  ? 
•Oae  part  cf  the  rnobit  lord's  ptaob  .(to 


which  I  have  befoYe  alluded,)  for  pnmrw^ 
ing  tranquilKtv  in  Ireland  after  the  Unioa» 
was,  as  I  unclerstand,  to  provide  for  the 
Catholic  piriesthodd.  Ana  now,  twelve 
years  after  the  Union  has  been  eflfectedi 
we  are  told  by  the  colleagues  of  the  nobla 
lord,  ^  If  you  provide  furth^'for  the  edn* 
cation  and  maintenance  of  the|.Catholic 
clergy  of  Ireland,  you,  in  hci,  transfer 
the  esublishment  of  the  Protestant  Church 
to  the  Catholics."  Sir,  may  I  be  per* 
mitted  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  tha 
House,  the  period  at  which  the  honoorabla 
pledges,  which  I  have  mentioned,  were 
originally  plighted  to  the  Catholics  oi 
Ireland  ?  It  was  in  the  year  1798,  when 
a  rebellion  existed  in  that  country.  Tha 
noble  lord  has  reneatadly  aBSured  us,  in 
this  House,  that  that  rebellion  was  not  a 
Catholic  rebellion.  The  learned  Doctor, 
one  of  the  noble  lord's  aasociatet,  in  op* 
posing  my  right  hon.  friend's  mbtion,  aa- 
sorea  at,  on  the  contrary,  net  only  thai 
that  rebellion  was  a  Craolic  rebellion, 
but  that  every  other  rebellion  that  ever 
took  place  in  Irelsind  has  been  a  Catholic 
rebellion.  Leaving  these  high  authoritice 
to  reconcile  this  mutual  contradictton  aa 
they  can,  I  may  be  permitted  to  'hope^ 
that  the  learned  Doctor  will  allow,  thai 
Irelaiyl  is  not  ezcinsively  the  portion  of 
the  empire  in  which  reMllioas  have  oe- 
curred;  and,  atleailrthe  rebellion  of 
Scotland,  in  1745,  was  not  a  rebellion  of 
Irish  Catholics,  nor  was  it  aided  by  them. 
They  look  no  advantage  of  the  pcrilooa 
state  of  the  countrv. 

Sir,  the  noble  lord  has  told  us  hereto* 
fore,  that  he  saw  the  different  cabals  of 
Ireland  in  a  flabie,  without  knowuig  who 
might  be  the  victims;  and  that  he  waa 
persuaded  the  <Union  was  ^he  only  mea- 
sure to  put  an  oud  to  the  mlMhidF.  He 
bought  the  parliament  of  Ireland  wiib  the 
epoUs  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  tlmtir  re* 
•presentation  Iras  merged  in  thisHbose; 
bot4he  noble  lord  says,  he  gave  no  me* 
^fic  promite  to  theCatholici,  farther  than 
that  ttitk  olauni  would  have  a  fairer  op* 
portunity  of  beins  considered  in  the  Bri- 
tish p»rkament  if  they  supported  him  in 
carrying  the  Union.  Why,  Sir,  if  the 
prooosition  bad  been  onderatood  by  the 
Cauolica  in  this  limited  aense,  it  it  pro- 
bable they  wooM  have  lent  their  inAaanee 
to  carry  a  measare  whicli  annihilated  for 
ever  the  independence  of  their  conntry« 
merely  for  the  chance  €i  having  their 
claims  considered,  mthout  any  pledge 
thai  their  grievaacit  shoaM  befeoovfaf 


999]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,       Mr.  Graitan's  Moiion/ar  a  Cpmmbte$      [1000 


Whatever  it  might  be,  the  pledge  given  to 
the  Catholics  was  so  strong  as  to  raise  in 
them  the  greatest  hopes — hopes  in  which 
they  now  tind  themselves  so  cruelly  dis- 
appointed. I  hope.  Sir,  we  shall  hear 
from  the  noble  lord  some  explaaation  of 
this  paradox. I  I  know  there  are  men  in 
this  country  who  stand  pledged  to  the 
support  of  the  Catholic  claims  (though 
certainly  not  on  the  same  grounds  as  the 
noble  lord)  who,  if  they  possessed  the 
same  facility  as  the  noble  lord  in  aban-^ 
doning  their  principles  and  their  promises, 
might  have  commanded  office  and  power. 
Their  refusal  has  raised  them  justly  high 
in  the  estimation  and  confidence  of  their 
country  ;  and  when  we  consider  the  criti- 
cal situation  of  this  empire,  both  abroad 
and  at  home,  we  have  every  reason  to 
lament,  that  the  direction  of  our  afiairs  is 
not  reposed  in  the'hands  of  men  favoura- 
ble to  the  adoption  of  a  measure^  on  the 
success  of  which,  in  my  firm  conviction, 
depends  our  security^  if  not  our  existence. 
As  to  tiie  Catholics,  X  hope  and  believe 
they  will  persevere  in  tBe  dutiful  and  loyal 
conduct  which  they  have  hitherto  ob- 
served ;  trusting  to  the  ultimate  justice 
and  liberality  of  parliament  for  that  redress 
of  their  grievances  which  it  is  still  to  be 
hoped  is  at  no  very  great  distance.  They 
see  that  the  sentiments  of  their  liberal 
Protestant  countrymen  are  decidedly  with 
them.  They  see  that  the  more  their 
claims  are  discussed  in  this  House,  the 
more  their  cause  gains  ground  with  every 
enlightened  and  unprejudiced  man  within 
and  without  these  walls;  and  they  will 
excuse  me,  if  I  suggest  to  them  the  wis- 
dom and  policy  of  not  suffering  their  zea- 
lous but  imprudent  friends  to  cast  in  their 
way  impediments  not  essential  to  their 
religious  tenets. 

Among  the  numerous  Petitions  on  yoar 
table.  Sir,  the  only  ones  against  the  Ca- 
tholic Claims,  are  those  of  the  two  Uni- 
Yersities,  and  that  of  the  Protestant  corpo- 
ration of  Dublin.  With  respect  to  the 
first,  I  must  beg  pardon,  for  declaring 
that  in  my  opiniont  they  appear  on  the 
face  of  them,  to  have  been  obtained  only 
by  the  manoeuvres  of  a  small  faction, 
trying  to  gain  ministerial  favour.  As  to 
the  Petition  from  Cambridge,  the  meeting 
from  which  it  proceeded  was  not  conven- 
ed until  late  on  the  Saturday.  The  Sun- 
day was  employed  in  a  clandestine  canvas 
for  votes,  and  the  Petition  was  carried  on 
the  Monday,  by  a  majority  of  only  five 
Totes.    Sir,  there  is  a  passa|;e  in  ttus  Peti- 
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tion  bears  internal  evidence  of  the  baits 
with  which  the  whole  was  drawn.  .  Tbm 
Catholics  may  console  themselves  in  tha 
disgrace  reflected  upon  their  opponents 
by  the  nonsense  they  have  uttered.  If 
there  be  any  member  of  the  learned  body 
who  signed  the  Petition,  who  can  interpret 
the  passage  1  shall  quote,  he  will  desenre 
the  distinction  of  a  new  professor's  chair* 
The  passage  is  as  follows:  "  And  that 
*'  the  power  of  the  Pope,  though  for  f^iu 
"  ous  reasons  lessened  in  the  public  opiv 
*'  nion,  is  notwithstanding  now  more 
"  dangerous  to  us  than  ever,  being  itself 
"  brought  under  the  controul  of  a  foreign* 
"  and  our  most  inveterate  enemy ;  and 
'*  that  the  petitioners  as  members  of  a 
Protestant  University  are  confirmed  in 
their  apprehensions  of  a  foreign  infln* 
ence,  from  the  tendency  which  it  is  re« 
ported  appears  among  some  of  the  Ro* 
man  Catholic  petitioners  for  the  Bill  to- 
"  wards  afiecting  the  King's  supremacy 
"  in  the  Church.^' 

Now  let  any  man  alive—- let  all  the 
Cantabrigians  in  this  House  come  forward  ; 
and,  if  they  can,  explain  these  worda  to 
those  to  whom  they  are  addressed:  and 
yet  those  few  members  who  convoked  the 
meeting  and  framed  the  Petition,  are 
pleased  to  call  it  the  Petition  of  that 
learned  University.— The  Petition  from 
the  University  of  Oxford  stands  ia  soi)m« 
what  a  similar  predicament.  For  of  the 
thousand  members  belonging  to  that  Uni* 
versiiy,  not  more  than  one  hundred  at- 
tended the  meeting  at  which  the  Peti* 
tion  was  proposed;  and  in  the  minority 
upon  the  division  respecting  it,  were  the 
vice  chancellor,  the  two  proctors,  and 
several  heads  of  houses.— -I  am  sorry.  Sir* 
to  detain  the  House,  but  I  feel  it  necessary 
to  trespass  upon  them  with  a  very  few 
more  observations.  The  right  honourable 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  as- 
sured us,  that  the  Protestant  mind  of  Eng- 
land is  decidedly  hostile  to  the  Catholic 
Claims.  1  should  be  glad  to  know  where 
he  discovered  that  fact  ?  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  resides  and  has  long 
resided  in  the  metropolis.  He  is  well 
acquainted  with  London  and  Westminster, 
He  is  not  without  partisans  or  influence 
in  either.  And  yet  the  Protestant  corpo- 
ration of  London  have  voted  aip  address  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  not  only  in  favour  of 
the  Catholic  Claims,  but  praying  for  the 
removal  of  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man and  his  colleagues  firom  office,  pria- 
cipally  on  account  of  their  resistance  to 
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those  claims.  I  ask  from  what  Protestant 
corporation  or  community  in  Great  Bri- 
tain (except  those  which  1  have  already 
mentioned)  has  there  been  a  single  ad- 
dress or  petition  against  the  Catholics, 
although  petitions  have  poured  in  from 
every  quarter^  and  now  load  the  table  of 
the  House  against  some  of  the  favourite 
measures  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man; and  although  the  approach  of  this 
discussion  was  (to  use  words  which  have 
frequently  been  quoted)  <'  as  notorioos  as 
the  sun  at  noon  dav."  But,  it  is  said 
*'  the  corporation  of  Dublin  has  petitioned 
against  the  Catholic  Claims/'  I  have  in 
my  hand  an  account  which  I  am  assured 
is  correct,  of  the  proceedings  of  that  cor- 
poration on  the  very  day  when  the  Peti- 
tion was  signed.  It  wastheday  appoint- 
ed for  the  election  of  sherins  for  the 
coming  year ;  and  I  find  that  among 
the  loydl  and  orderly  Protestant  cor- 
poration, a  test  was  proposed,  by  a  Mr. 
Giilaid.  to  be  put  to  the  candidates  for 
the  shrievalty.  This  test  was,  whether  they 
would  support  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment by  tirmly  resisting  the  admission  of 
Catholics  to  the  freedom  of  the  corporation 
of  Dublin,  even  though  the  legislature 
should  relax  the  severity  of  the  existing 
laws.  1  find  a  Mr.  Warner,  one  of  the 
candidates  tor  the  otlice  of  sheriff,  weak 
cuou|;li  to  accept  this  test,  and  to  promise 
to  resist  the  admission  of  Catholics  into 
the  corporation,  even  to  refuse  swearing 
them  in,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  any 
Jaw  which  may  hereafter  be  enacted. 
INlr.  Warner  is  returned.  The  circum- 
siance  is  passed  over  by  the  worshipful 
board  of  aldermen.  It  occurs  within  the 
cognizance  of  his  Majesty's  government, 
close  to  the  residence  of  the  viceroy  ; 
yet,  neither  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  nor  the  King's  Attorney  General, 
nor  tilt'  Chief  Justice  of  the  court  of  King's 
bench,  feel  it  necessary  to  take  any  notice 
n\'  such  a  proceeding  in  that  Protestant 
corporation,  always  boasting  of  its  loyalty 
and  its  attachment  to  the  laws.  Nor  is 
tlie  declaration  of  a  predetermination  to 
resist  the  law  deemed  any  disqualification 
of  a  man  for  the  office  of  sherill*,  whose 
duty  it  is,  (upon  oath)  to  support  the  law, 
and  among  whose  functions  be  it  observed 
is  the  very  important  one  of  selecting  the 
jurors  who  are  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the 
lives  and  properties  of  his  Catholic  fellow 
c  iiizens.  But,  Sir,  had  a  similar  proceed- 
iiii;  otrrurred  in  a  Catholic  assembly,  the 
case  would  have  been  quite  altered.     We 


should  then  have  had  the  alarm  sounded 
from  every  quarter.  What  is  the  next 
step  taken  by  this  loyal  and  liberal  Pro* 
testant  corporation  ?  A  gallant  officer, 
and  an  Irishman,— a  major  O'Donogboe, 
who  had  been  fighting  the  battles  of  bis 
country  on  the  peninsu1a,i  and  who  had 
particularly  distinguished  himself  in  the 
defence  of  Tarifa,  where  colonel  Skerret 
commanded,  under  whom  the  gallant 
major  was  second  in  command,  returns  to 
his  country  covered  with  honourable 
wounds.  An  achievement  of  such  inpor- 
tance  in  the  estimation  of  ministers,  and 
the  country  at  the  time,  that  the  loss  of 
Valencia  sunk  in  oblivion  before  it.  Ii 
this  assembly  it  was  proposed  to  compli* 
ment  their  brave  countryman  with  a  vote 
of  thanks  and  the  freedom  of  the  corpora- 
tion, accompanied  with  the  present  of  a 
sword.  But  just  as  t&e  vote  is  about  to 
pass  with  acclamation,  a  question  is  put  by  '' 
Mr.  Gifiard,  "  whether  major  O'Donoghoe 
was  a  Protestant  ?''  Not  whether  he  had 
fought  bravely  —  Not  whether  he  had 
bled  in  the  cause  of  his  country— but 
what  were  his  religious  tenets !  "  Don't . 
tell  me  of  his  gallantry,''  exclaims  thia 
Mr.  Giffard,  ''  I  was  born  a  Protestant;  I 
had  a  Protestant  nurse,  I  sucked  Protestant* 
ism  in  with  the  first  breath  I  drew,  I  was 
brought  up  in  the  Protestant  faith,  these 
principles  1  have  always  professed— the 
principles  of  the  thirty  nine  articles — the 
principles  of  Luther,  Cranmer  and  Locke, 
nay,  of  the  immortal  Shakespeare."  Sir, 
Mr.  Plymley  himself  could  not  have  pour, 
trayed  the  character  of  Mr.  Gifiard,  and  in 
him  have  personified  the  whole  class  of 
which  he  is  the  representative,  in  terms 
more  satirically  ludicrous  than  those  in 
which  this  gentleman  has  pourtrayed  him« 
self.  1  have  often  thought  that  all  the 
traits  of  character  given  by  the  immortal 
genius  whose  name  Mr.  Gillard  has  so 
woefully  prostituted  were  simple  tran* 
scripts  of  what  the  poet  had  seen  or  heard, 
not  invented  or  even  exaggerated.  Mr. 
Gifiard  has  confirmed  me  in  those  notions. 
Had  any  inattentive  observer  of  nature 
read  such  a  scene  in  a  play  of  Shakespeare, 
he  would  have  said  the  poet  was  extrava« 
vagant.  Here  you  have  Mr.  Giffard  him* 
self.  It  is  beyond  the  power  of  human 
ingenuity  to  make  any  representation  more 
extravagant  than  the  original.  But  mark 
the  proceedings  of  the  court!  Thanks 
were  voted  to  major  O'Donoghoe,  "  thanks 
enough  yon  may  have,"  says  Mr.  GiflTard, 
"  but  bare  thanks — no  Protestant  honoura 
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for  Catholic  wounds/'  The  sword  was  also 
Toted.    <'  Return  with  it/'  says  Mr.  Gif- 
fard  "  to  your  regiment,  wield  it  against 
the  foes  of  your  country,  eain  new  victo- 
ties  and  shed  .fresh  blood  in  our  cause, 
but  never  indulge  the  hope,  whatever  mi- 
litary glory  you  may  acquire,  to  have  the 
honour  of  your  freedom  in  our  Protestant 
corporation."    The  freedom  of  the  corpo- 
ration was  actually  refused  to  this  gallant 
soldier.    And  this.  Sir,  is  the  enlightened 
Protestant  corporation  ofDub1in«to  whose 
single  Petition  against  the  just  claims  of 
ibur  millions  of  the  gallant  and  loyal  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  you  are  required  to  pay 
more  deference   than     to   all  the    other 
Petitions  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  Pro- 
testant as  well  as  Catholic.    It  may  be 
said,  that  the  Irish  government  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  proceedings  which  I 
have  described.   But  do  not  ministers  know 
that  this  Mr.  GlfFard  is  the  bosom  friend 
of  the  learned  and  right  honourable  Doc- 
tor—-that  he  is  connected  with  the  Irish 
government?  Have  they  set  their  faces 
against  such  proceedings  ?  If  not,  is  it  not 
fair  to  conclude  that  they   approve  and 
adopt  them  ?  It  is  objected  to  us,  that  if 
these  concessions  shall  be  granted  to  the 
Catholics,  all  the  disabilities  under  which 
the  Protestant  Dissenters  labour  must  be 
repealed  !  God  forbid  they  should  not ! ! 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  presenting  nu- 
merous  Petitions  to  this  House,  signed  by 
thousands  of  respectable  and  enlightened 
men  of  all  denominations  of  Christians, 
praying  for  full  liberty  of  conscience.     I 
earnestly  hope  their  prayer  will  be  grant- 
ed ;  and  that  each  making  common  cause 
with    the    other   in    this   truly    glorious 
struggle,  it  will  be  successful  to  the  de- 
struction of  all  the  shackles  which  have 
been  forged,  and  all  the  temptations  to 
act  in  contradiction  to  the  dictates  of  con- 
science which  have  been  thereby  created, 
■to  controul  or  to  warp  the  mind  of  man 
in  the  performance  of  his  most  sacred  du- 
ties.    Sir,  notwithstanding  the  miserable 
efforts  of  rancour  and  intolerance,  I  would 
say  to  the  Irish  Catholics,  "  Persevere  in 
your  moderate  and  dutiful  Petitions  to  par- 
liament ;    do  not  despair  of  the  ultimate 
success  of  your  cause.     Have  confidence 
in  those  who  have  always  stood  by  you. 
See,  there  is  no  defection.   See,  all  the  ho- 
nours which  the  crown  can  bestow  are 
refused  for  your  sake.     See,  your  friends 
and  supporters  are  bereft  of  power,  be- 
cause they  are  your  friends  and  supporters, 
^e,  the  decorations  of  honour  lie  unac- 


cepted in  the  sovereign's  closet^  pledget 
of  fidelity  towards  you,  symbols  of 
admonition  to  him— all  serene  and  glo« 
rious  within,  see  Moira's  breast  without 
a  star,  '  £o  magis  ornatus  quia  oon  or* 
natus/  See  the  encreasing  spirit  of  libe- 
rality towards  you  among  religionitts  of 
all  descriptions,  among  churchmen,  amoD^ 
dissenters.  Visit  not  upon  the  onivenities 
the  sins  of  the  intriguing  few  of  their 
bodies.  Read  the  Cambridge  Petition. 
See  the  tiasie  with  which  it  was  drawn^  in 
the  nonsense  it  contains.  Hear  the  atory 
of  Oxford,  and  judge  if  her  Petition  ipeaka 
the  voice  of  all  her  sons.  Look  in  tbii 
House  to  the  unshackled  strength  of  the 
right  hon.  member  for  Hastings  (Mr. 
.Canning)  exerted  in  your  behalf  ;  look  at 
the  brilliant  efforts  of  the  noble  member  for 
Callington,  (lord  Binning)  of  the  son  of  one 
of  the  highest  dignitaries  of  our  cfaarch, 
of  the  noble  member  for  Yorkshire,  (lord 
Milton)  all  exerted  in  your  behalf;  see 
by  whom  such  men  are  opposed  ;  see  the 
balance  in  the  h'ands  of  the  crown,  con* 
fide  in  your  father  and  your  friendi»-4ie 
patient^-be  firm — be  moderate — and  yoor 
cause  is  gained.'' 


Lord  CastlereQgh,'^ir,  1  would  not  wil- 
lingly trouble  the  House  with  any  obser- 
vations of  mine  on  this  question,  nor  shoold 
I  have  opened  my  lips  to  night,  if  the  cir- 
cumstances of  my  private  life  in  Ireland, 
had  not  become  matter  of  observation 
touching  this  subject,  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last. 

With  respect  to  the  vote  I  shsll  give 
to  night,  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Per* 
ceval)  has  truly  stated,  that  the  cabinet 
are  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  that  the 
question  of  concession  to  the  Catholics 
could  not  now  be  conveniently  aeitated, 
nor  any  enquiry  gone  into  upon  the  sqI^ 
ject  of  the  legal  disabilitiesof  his  Msjesty'i 
Catholic  subjects  in  Ireland,  with  the  heps 
of  coming  i<^  any  ultimate  and  satisfitctory 
arrangement. 

I  apprehend  I  may  save  a  great  deal  of 
the  time  of  the  House ;  for,  the  reasons 
upon  which  my  vote  was  founded  against 
the  proposition  made  in  the  earlv  part  of 
the  session,  apply,  with  very  slight  shades 
of  difference  indeed,  to  that  which  is  now 
under  consideration. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  has 
stated,  that  my  right  hon.  friend  is  the  only 
bar  between  the  Roman  Catholics  and  ths 
concession  of  their  claims.  I  deny  ths 
fact.  '  Sir,  the  greatest  obstacle*  wd  Iht 
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greatest  bar,  to  the  attainment  of  their  owiicoiiddct^tlieafiectionaiidioilerMoftkiee 
wishes,  has  been  their  own  injodiciooa 
mode  of  prosecuting  their  claims—- and 
the  injudicious  manner  they  are  aop* 
ported  by  their  advocates;  and  I  do 
protest  in  the  face  of  the  country,  and 
the  face  of  the  House,  against  that  injudi* 
clous  and  dangerous  mode  of  throwing  a 
sort  of  blame  on  the  government  of  the 
country,  which  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
have  adopted.  I  do  also  protest  against 
that  unconstitutional  theme  of  blame,  so 
industriously  cast  upon  the  ilhistrioiis  per* 
son  now  exercising  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  state,  upon  the  supposition  that  pledges 
and  hopes  were  given  to  the  Catholics  at  the 
period  when  that  iltustrioas  individoal  was 
a  private  but  disencumbered  person.  All 
I  can  say  is,  that  if  such  hopes  and  ezpeo- 
tations  were  raised  in  Ireland,  it  was 
owing  to  the  rash  indiscretion  aOMl  impro- 
per conduct  of  those,  throqgh  wnom 
such  communications  were  made,  and 
which  now  forms  one  of  the  insQperable' 
bars  to  the  concession  of  Catholicdemands. 
But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
looking  at  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain-^Iooking  at 
the  principles  that  the  Catholics  urge  in 
favour  of  their  own  objects — considering 
that  they  have  thought  it  expedient  to  pat 
their  claims  upon  no  other  footing,  than 
that  which  their  experience  should  have 
taught  thero,  would  not  be  acceded  to ; 
namely,  a  reluctance  to  give  those  securi- 
ties they  are  called  upon  to  give  against 
the  danger  of  concession  ;  I  do  say,  that 
although  the  crown  is  emitted  toaciopt  its 
own  sentiments,  yet  as  far  as  I  can  exercise 
an  opinion,  I  think  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness would  have  exercised  a  most  unsound' 
discretion  if  he  had  authorised  any  of  his 
ministers  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Catholics  u|)on  the  ground  they  have  been 
urged.  I  think  he  would  have  risked  the 
public  tranquillity  of  theempire,ata  period 
when  the  exertions  of  the  empire  are  most 
necessary  to  enable  it  to  struggle  with  the 
diiiiculties  which  surround  it.  I  do  not 
believe  a  government  even  so  AOthorised 
could  have  carried  this  question  under  the 
impressions  that  have  been  mitde  upon  the 
public  mind  by  the  imprudent. cotMQCt  of 
the  Catholics  theinselves ;  and  I  say  that 
the  agitation  of  this  questiop  now  w^ld 
have  risked,  more^than  any  other  step,  the 
interests  of  the  Catholics  themselves ;  tor, 
I  never  can  believe  that  the  Catholics  can 
derive  any  advantage  from  l^ese  concee- 
sious,  unless  t|)ey  unite  with  tHeni^  by  their 


people  of  Eogland,  which  they  know  tbm^ 
eannotdo,  nnless  they  come  into  the  coasli^ 
tation  open  other  principles  of  religion^  tht« 
those  apott  whicn  their  claims  were  heit^. 
tofore  snpponed :— and  in  that  view  of  that: 
subject  Ido  again  say,it  is  as  little  for  their, 
interest,  as  for  the  interest  of  the  Protestant^ 
of  QreatBritaiii,  that  Aeir  claims  noon  par«r 
liameot  shonl^now  be  agitated.  I  io  A^r^^ 
fore  apprehend  that  the  attempt  to  carrjr. 
)  the  qnestion  by  this  mode  of  proceediDgpt 
and  that  too  at  a  period,  and  m^ler  circiiaif^^ 
stances  so  embafrassing  to  the  ffovemrneoll 
of  the^coootry,  conies  under  that  cites  eCr 
conduct,  wMch  no  person  of  sense  in  th^ 
Gonntry  can  contemplate  without  sensatioM 
of  aorprise  and  r^j^^  And  I  do  think  h 
is  as  mjarious  to  the  character  and  feeliMa: 
as  it  is  onconstltutioBal*  in  resjpect  oftMi 
dignity  and  rank  of  the  illostnoos  indivi^ 
dnal  alluded  to,  to  bring  forward  tUa  al* 
legation  in  soch  amaoner,  that  it  cannot  bm 
met  and  refuted,  And  at  a  time,  and  in  n^ 
situation  when  that  illostrions  peraoiiaga< 
cannot  have  any  opportunity  of  stating; 
the  circumstances  onaer  whicn  thosv  o|^ 
nions  imputed  to  him  were  formed  aind 
delivered. 

Now  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  qnestioii 
immediately  before  the  Hoose,  i  donoC 
think  it  is  a  foir  miode  of  bringing  forward 
the  Catholic  claims ;  and  I  perfectly  agree 
with  my  right  hon.  friend,  that  it  is  call- 
ing upon  the  Hoose  to  give  a  blind  vote-— 
to  deceive  the  Catholics  and  to  commit 
themselves. 

The  hon.  gentleman  says,  that  the  rulea 
of  the  Hoose  prescribe  that  no  question  oC 
this  important  nature  shall  be  enquired 
into,  but  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole. 
House.  It  is  very  true  that  no  measure  of 
tSis  importance  can  be  otherwise  desdl 
with ;  but  I  say,  the  House  is  not  to  ga 
into  a  committee  without  knowing  before 
hand  to  what  its  enquiries  are  to  be  di« 
rected.  In  a  question  of  this  magnitude, 
which  involves  tlra  most  vital  principles  of 
the  constitution,  it  is  fit  that  we  should  noi 
be  left  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  gentle- 
men's intentions.  We  are  called  upon  te 
go  into  a  committee,  not  to  consider  of 
any  measure  propounded  to  us,  but  to  go 
into  a  committee  to  enquire  and  examine- 
into--^hat  ?  Nothing  that  I  can  yet  un* 
deratand  as  a  subject  fit  for  the  enquiry  of 
a  committee  of  ihd  whole  House.  Wha* 
is  the  question?  That  the  House  should 
gO'toto  a- commKtee  to  take  Into  consider* 
ntlMblfae  penal  Uwt  of  Irelml>  as  idMf 
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aflTect  the  Roman  Catholics,    Now  I  say, 
that  in  a  commictee  of  the  whole  Hoase, 
the  right  hon.  Kf'ntleman,  if  he  expects  to 
receive  any  int'or.iiation  which  he  cannot 
get  without  s:oing  into  a  committee,  he 
most  have  deceived  himself  very  much  in 
his  views  of  this  subject,  and  on  the  argu- 
ments by  which  he  could  hope  to  induce 
the  House  to  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  those  measures,  in  respect^of  which  his 
own  and  other  gentlemen's  feelings  seem 
to  have  been  so  painfully  excited.     Sup- 
pose the  argument  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
over  the  way  (Mr.  Whi thread)  was  true, 
still  I  appren(.'nd  it  does  not  strictly  apply 
to  this  case.     Suppose  a  Bill  was  now  be- 
fore parliament,  the  principles  of  which 
Were  to  be  examined  in  a  committee,  and 
though  the  disclosure  of  the  minute  cir- 
cnfnstances  under  which  it  was  presented 
may  be  made,  in  that  stage  of  its  passage 
through  the  House,  still  the  House  would 
not  entertain  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  Bill,  unless  sufficient  grounds  and 
the  general  outline  of  the  amiending  mea- 
sure were  stated.     1  call  upon  the  House 
therefore  to  avoid  the  absurdity  into  which 
a  concurrence  in  this  motion  would  inevi- 
tably lead  them ;  and  1  charge  the  authors 
of  this  measure  with  a  design  to  entrap 
the  House  into  a  step  which  roust  lead  to 
confusion  and  terminate  in  the  disappoint- 
ment of  all  parties ;    and  I  do  maintain 
that  all  those  persons  who  vote  for  this 
question,  do  give  a  blind  vote  to  a  compre- 
hensive and  most  important  measure,  under 
an  implied  engagement  to  support  this 
question  throughout,  upon  no  fair  or  sound 
view  of  it.     This  is  certainly  a  very  con- 
venient mode  of  collecting  all  the  strength 
«nd  favour  of  the  House,  in  behalf  of  the 
Catholics,  by  agreeing  in  one  vote  : — but, 
after  this  fair  caution,  I  trust  the  House 
will  avoid  the  consequences  that  will  fol- 
low, if  they  are  led  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee. 

Now,  I  apprehend,  the  ground  upon 
uhich  persons  who  hold  the  same  opinion 
that  1  hold,  rest,  is  this,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible, un^ler  the  consideration  of  the  pre- 
sent temper  of  this  country,  and  still  more 
with  a  view  to  the  disposition  of  the  Ca- 
tholics themselves,  to  entertain  this  ques- 
tion with  any  hopes  of  final  conciliation 
het«veen  both  parties.  Because,  I  lament 
to  say,  that  those  dispositions  which  exist- 
ed in  the  Catholic  mind  in  the  year  1800, 
are  not  to  be  found  at  the  present  moment. 
I  was  a  friend  to  this  measure  at  that 
time,  because  I  was  satisfied  that  the  Ca^ 


Graiian's  Motion  for  a  Commitiee       [1008 

tholics  were  disposed  to  take  up  that  mea* 
sure  upon  liberal  grounds,  and  to  content 
themselves  with  closing  with  the  govern- 
ment, upon  principles  not  inimical  to  the 
Church  or  State.     IP  the  Critholics  have 
withdrawn  their  pledges  upon  that  subject^ 
1  would  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  pria« 
cipke  of  fair  reasoning  (I  would  even  ap- 
peal to  themselve<:)  do  they  accuse  us  of 
neglect  and  indiift^rence  to  their  claims, 
when  thtiy  come  to  parliament  under  com- 
pletely different  circumstances,  and  com- 
pletely   different    views.     Because    that 
makes  the  whole  difference  in  the  conside- 
ration of  their  claims;  for  the  whole  ques- 
tion is,  whether  it  is  advisable,  safe,  or 
expedient  to  make  these  concessions.     I 
lament  this  circumstance  deeply,  becaose 
it  is  calculated  to  produce  an  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  that  may  be 
permanently    disadvantageous    to    their 
claims,  after  the  Catholics  are  awakened 
from  their  own  delusion.     It  is  one  of  the 
circumstances  I  never  ceased  to  lament, 
that  it  was  brought  forward  at  the  period 
of  the  Union  only  to  lead  to  disappoint- 
ment on  both  sides.     If  it  could  have  been 
then  satisfactorily  effected,  it  would  have 
been  a  most  desirable  object.    Certainly 
at  that  time  there  was  a  temper  on  both 
sides  of  the  question  which  gave  great  fa- 
cilities to  its  execution,  but  which  facilities 
have  been  defeated  since  by  unfortunate 
circumstances  on  both  sides. 

Really  I  cannot  understand  upon  what 
principles  the  Catholics  (even  for  their 
own  credit)  do  come  to  parliament  again.  * 
Will  it  be  stated  that  they  have  conscien- 
tious scruples  against  adopting  that  which 
all  Catholic  governments,  iu  all  Catholic 
countries,  have  adopted,  upon  the  princi* 
pie  of  self  security  ?  Will  they  refuse  to 
do  that  which,  if  they  were  subjects  of  a 
Catholic  state,  they  would  be  compelled 
by  law  to  do,  before  they  could  be  admit- 
ted to  the  privileges  of  citizens  ?  Is  it  not 
a  notorious  circumstance  thai  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  allow  themselves  to  be 
blind  to  their  own  interest?  Is  it  not 
very  well  known,  that  they  refuse  to  admit 
their  consciences  to  an  arrangement  which 
other  Catholic  countries  have  adopted  ?  Ik 
is  material,  therefore,  in  the  view  the 
House  takes  of  this  question,  to  consider 
that  the  Catholics  are  now  calling  for  the 
accomplishment  of  their  views,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, unconditionally.  They  are  call- 
ing upon  the  legislature  to  be  admitted 
within  its  wal#s,  without  restrainu  They 
are  calling  n  ion  us  to  admit  ibera  irithia 
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the  pale  of  the  constitution^  while>  at  the 
same  time,  they  are  refusing  to  give  us 
those  securities  which  are  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  our  establishment  in  Church 
and  State. 

Now  there  is  a  very  broad  distinction 
between  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  Protestant  Church  is  a  par- 
liament Church.  Every  branch  of  the 
established  Church  of  this  country  is  regu- 
lated by  law.  Its  discipline,  its  govern- 
ment in  every  part  of  it,  is  regulated  by 
parliament.  Now  what  do  the  Catholics 
require  of  yoii  ?  They  call  upon  you  to 
allow  them  to  become  members  of  the  Ifr* 
gislature,  and  to  legislate  in  the  conceriis, 
and  in  the  ecclesiastical  government  of  the 
Church  of  this  country  :  They,  as  I^oman 
Catholics,  require  of  you  to  be  the  arbiters 
and  legislators  in  matters  relating  to  the 
Protestant  religion,  a  religion,  to  which 
they  are  professedly,  by  their  own  tenets, 
hostile.  Do  you  think  then  that  after 
having  admitted  the  Catholic  laity  to  the 
legislature,  that  the  Catholic  clergy  will 
remain  perfectly  quiescent  and  inactive  ? 
Do  you  think  that  influence  which  is  now 
so  widely  diffused  amongst  their  flocks,  will 
suddenly  cease,  at  a  moment  when  that  in- 
fluence may  be  exerted  with  the  greatest 
effect  in  furthering  their  own  ambitious 
views  ?  This  is  not  patting  the  case  by 
any  means  in  an  extravagant  point  of 
view  :  and  yet  these  persons  refuse  to  give 
you  any  security,  or  even  to  condescend 
to  mention  to  you  upon  what  terms  they 
will  receive  so  equal  a  participation  in  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution.  There  is  no 
responsive  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Ca- 
tholics on  this  subject :  and,  did  they  wish 
that  their  reconciliation  should  be  found- 
ed upon  a  permanent  unchangeable  and 
fixed  basis,  they  would  find  no  hesitation 
in  adopting  a  regulation  which  at  the  same 
time  that  it  did  not  connect  them  with  the 
crown  of  these  realms,  would  npt  separate 
them  from  it.  That  is  the  sole  object 
whicli  those  who  at  present  oppose  Catho- 
lic claims  aim  at,  and  that  is  the  true  and 
the  only  principle  of  objection  they  urge 
against  their  claims. 

Sir,  no  sentiment  that  I  ever  entertained 
upon  this  subject,  no  opinion  that  Mr.  Pitt 
entertained  upon  the  su'^ject,  and  no 
grounds  upon  which  I  have  ever  opposed 
the  Catholic  claims  can  justify  any  mnn  in 
imputing  to  me  that  I  am  inconsistent,  in 
refusing  to  the  Catholics  ihose  claims 
upon  the  principles  on  which  they  now 
demanl  them,    li  is  my  conscientious  opi' 

(VOL,  XXII.)  * 


nion  that  concession  to  the  Catholics  would 
be  a  measure  of  great  advantage  to  the 
empire,  if  it  can  be  connected  with  proper 
securities  to  the  established  Church;  and  if 
guarded  with  that  degree  of  restrictioa 
that  may  meet  with  concurrence  on  the 
part  of  the  Protestants,  so  as  to  render 
conciliation  and  harmony  amongst  all  par- 
ties a  primary  object.  My  opinion  never 
went  the  length  of.stating  that  this  measure 
should  be  forced  by  parliament  on  the  em- 
pire ;  and  I  know  that  Mr.  Pitt's  opinion 
was,  that  it  never  should  be  forced  upon 
the  country  :  but  considering  it  as  an  ad- 
visable and  advantageous  measure  under 
proper  regulations,  he  did  profess  himself 
ready  and  willing  to  give  it  his  support. 
Under  these  circumstances,  without  de- 
taining the  House  at  any  greater  length, 
I  think  I  am  not  chargeable  with  any  in- 
consistency in  giving  the  vote  I  give  this 
night  against  the  agitation  of  this  question  ; 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  I 
give  the  same  vote  that  I  have  always 
given  on  the  Catholic  question  upon  the 
samb  principle. 

These  are  the  sentiments  I  have  always 
stated,  whether  in  or  out  of  parliament, 
upon  this  important  subject:  and  I  wish 
that  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  could  justly  lay  claim  to  the 
same  consistency  on  all  occasions,  in  their 
votes,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
on  occasions  of  this  kind,  gtintleme^'s  own 
convenience  is  consulted  in  preference  to 
that  of  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
country  :  I  repeat  again.  Sir,  that  I  shall 
vote  against  this  motion. 

Right  Hon.  George  Ponsonby.  Sir;  I 
do  not  mean  to  detain  the  House  long,  but 
in  consequence  of  something  which  fell 
from  the  noble  lord,  it  is  necessary  I  should 
for  a  few  moments  request  your  indul- 
gence. 

The  noble  lord  has  said  that  it  has  been 
most  unfairly  and  unconstitutionally  urged 
in  support  of  this  question,  that  promises 
were  held  out  to  the  Roman  Catholics  on 
the  authority  of  a  person  of  the  highest 
consideration  in  this  country,  at  a  former 
period,  and  that  the  promulgation  of  such 
promises  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  was 
owing  to  the  rash  indiscretion  and  impro- 
per conduct  of  those  to  whom  such  a  fa- 
vourable disposition  was  communicated. 
How  does  he  know  ?  Was  he  consulted  ? 
Was  any  communication  made  to  him^ 
I  tell  the  noble  lord  that  assertion  is 
false.  I  tell  him  and  the  House  that  the 
(ST) 
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it  to  the  Catbolict  ai  part  of  the  conpscc 
on  wbich  he  vns  to  carry  that  measure  ; 
or  will  be  aitert  that  there  ever  wu  an^ 
period  at  which  the  Proteitants  or  Ireland 
were  to  faTonrable  to  it  ai  they  are  at  this 
moment.  Sir,  I  promised  ^be  Home 
that  I  shoald  not  trespass  long  on  their  aU 
(ention,  and  I  will  keep  my  promise. 

Lord  QatlertagJt.  Sir,  I  deny  that  what 
I  said,  was,  that  those  who  made  the  com- 
munication in  Ireland  acted  naconstitn* 
tionally;  I  said,  they  might  bare  acted 
hastily  and  indiscreetly,  and  without  any 
Bulhority;  oot  that  they  actually  had 
done  so.  But  I  do  hold,  that  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional to  make  allusions  to  the  conduct 
oropininnsorhiiroyal  highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  prevloos  to  bis  accession  to  the 
sorereign  power  of  this  country,  with  a 
*iew  to  call  in  question  any  condnct  he 
might  think  lit  to  adopt,  after  his  Tirtaal 
accession  lo  tbe  throne.  I  stand  by  thu 
principle,  and  I  iball  abide  by  it ; 


n  was  made  in  obedience  to 
conimands  from  ihat  high  quarter  to  those 
who  made  it. — I  say  this  in  (he  face  of 
Engtand.  1  irll  the  noble  lord  again  that 
wherever  he  has  received  his  inrormatrun 
it  is  without  truth.  The  noble  lord  nas 
nnconsulted  and  unacquainted  with  the 
facts. 

I  say  that  the  noble  dube  lately  at  the 
head  of  the  Irish  government,  as  well  as 
myself,  did  receiTe  commands— not  mere- 
ly permission — but  the  actual  commands 
from  the  illustrious  personage  alluded  to,  to 
m^ke  the  commanicalion,  that  sach  were 
tbe  intentions  of  that  great  personage  in 
respect  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
and  that  be  would  never  forsake  their  in- 
^  tereits. 

I  do  not  presune  to  aecuse  that  great 
personage  of  any  inconsistency  or  impro- 
•  priety  if  be  ch uses  to  change  his  opinion 
or  make  choice  of  bis  ministers  as  be  has 
done.  But  I  never  will  sit  silent  and  bear 
uncontradicted  the  assertion,  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  indiscretion  of  those  who 
made  that  communication  that  it  was  made 
to  the  Catholics. 

I  bare  spoken  so  often  upon  this  subject, 
and  my  sentiments  upon  it  are  so  well 
known,  that  I  feel  it  quite  unnecessary  at 
this  late  hour,  tn  trouble  the  House  with 
repeating  them  :  but  I  was  most  anxious 
to  correct  the  mis-statement  of  the  noble 
lord,  and  set  the  opinion  of  the  House 
right  upon  the  point. 

He  has  told  the  House  it  was  settled  at 
the  lime  of  tbe  Union  tbat  nolhing  further 
was  ever  to  be  granted  to  tbe  Catbotics 
but  upon  certain  conditions,  to  be  com- 
plied with  on  their  parts,  and  that  his  Tote 
on  this  subject  has  always  been  guided  by 
this  consideration.  And  yet  the  noble 
lord,  with  all  his  friendship  for  the  Catho* 
lies,  will  not  vouchsafe  to  communicate  to 
the  House  any  one  of  tbe  conditioiu  upon 
which  he  would  agree  to  concede  thetr 
claims. 

The  noble  lord  says,  the  people  of 
England  are  not  prepared  to  make  up 
their  minds  to  those  concessions.  I  ask, 
then,  were  they  prepared  twelve  years 
ago;  when  those  concessions  were  pro- 
posed as  the  very  ground  and  condition  of 
conciliating  the  support  of  the  Catholics 
to  carry  the  Union  ? 

The  noble  lord  savs,  the  general  sense 
of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  is  not  favour- 
able to  the  measure.  Does  the  noble  lord 
think,  then,  that  they  were  more  favour- 
able to  it  at  the  Union,  when  he  proposed 


nctple,  and  I  iball  abide  by  it ;    and 
V  I  trnst  the  right  bon.  gentlenaD  will 


feel  the  necessity  of  some  explai 

the  manner  in  which  he  baa  been  pleaaed 
to  use  tbe  word  '  false,' 

Mr.  Ponsoaiy.  The  noble  lord  leemi  to 
me,  with  great  submiuion,  to  have  alterad 
very  much  in  bis  exolanation  what  he  laid 
at  first.— (A  cry  of  No,  no.} 

Tbe  ^>taitr  then  said,  that  tbe  word*  ef 
tbe  right  ban.  gentleman  certainly  called 
for  explaitation. 

Mr.  fVnwmiiy.  I  use  the  word  Use  in 
its  parliameutary  sense,  not  oSensIvely  la 
to  tbe  noble  lord  s  personal  veracity.  But 
however  I  will  now  repeat  what  I  said  he> 
fore,  tbat  the  atiertion  of  rash  indiscretioti, 
and  improper  conduct  in  thoae  who  made 
tbe  conununicatioa  to  tbe  Catholic*,  U  mt 
true,  c<Hne  it  from  what  qnarter  it  may. 

Lord  CaMttereagh.  1  am  satisfied  witk 
the  cxijianation  of  the  right  boo.  gentle- 
man,  that  Uie  words  he  nsed  were  not  perw 
sonally  applied  to  me,  otherwise  than  in  a 
parliamentary  way. 

Mr.  Cammg,  Mr.  &>eaker ;  after  the 
interroption  tiiat  has  been  given  to  Ibt 
course  of  this  debate,  and  still  more  after 
the  extraordinary  miirepresentationswhich 
we  have  heard  of  the  nature  of  tbe  motion 
before  us,  I  fi^el  it  necessary  to  recall  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  tbe  real  term*  off 
the  question  in  your  hand  :  and  with  that 
view.  Sir,   I  beg  lhat  yt^  will    be  lO 
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good  as  to  take  the  trouble  of  reading  it  to 
the  House.  (Here  the  questioo  was  read.) 
I  did  flatter  myself.  Sir,  that  I  bad  retained 
a  pretty  accurate  impression  on  my  mind 
of  the  proposition  originally  moved  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Grattan) ;  and 
I  find,  I  was  not  mistaken.  But  with  that 
impression,  I  confess  I  have  been  at  some 
loss  to  understand  many  of  the  arguments 
that  have  been  recently  advanced  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  motion :  and  I  was  therefore 
desirous  to  refresh  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  as  well  as  my  own»  before  I  sboald 
venture  to  animadvert  upon  those  argu- 
ments, as  1  shall  have  occasion  to  do  in 
stating  the  grounds  of  my  vote  this  night. 

The  motion,  as  the  House  will  now  per- 
ceive, is  not  one  which  calls  upon  them»  as 
it  has  been  represented  to  do,  for  unlimited 
concessions  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  It  is 
not  one  that  would  commit  us  to  any 
concessions  at  all ;  or  which  recommends 
any  course  of  proceeding*  inconsistent  with 
the  obtaining  from  those  in  whose  favour 
we  may  be  disposed  to  make  any  con* 
cessions,  whatever  pledges  or  securities 
we  may  think  proper  to  exact  in  return 
for  them. 

It  rests  upon  much  higher  principles ; 
it  is  to  be  argued  on  much  wider  and  more 
general  grounds,  than  those  who  have  re- 
cently tstken  part  agauist  it  in  this  debtte> 
seem  to  apprehend. 

The  question  which  it  proposes  is  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  whether,  in^a  state 
of  this  country  unexampled  in  point  of  dif- 
ficulty and  danger,— (difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, however,  which  I  desire  always  to  be 
understood  as  professing  my  entire  and 
conscientious  conviction  that  the  country 
has  ample  means  and  resources  for  meet- 
ing and  overcoming,)— whether,  in  a  state 
of  the  world,  which  is  not  only  without 
example  in  any  former  period, — but  for 
which  all  former  periods  present  rather 
contrasts  than  comparisons;  whether  when 
all  regions  of  the  earth  have  undergone 
changes,  the  most  fundamental  both  in 
their  ititernal  government,  and  in  their 
external  policy  and  relations  ;  when  that 
spiritual  authority  which  was  formerly 
the  controul  and  terror  of  Christendom, — 
the  controul  of  the  Catholic  and  the  terror 
of  the  Protestant  powers, — has  fallen  into 
abeyance,  if  not  extinction;  and  when 
e?ery  state,  whether  Catholic  or  Protestant, 
has  need  of  all  its  force  and  population  to 
resist  the  overwhelming  ambition  of 
»ance :  whether,  in  this  state  of  things, 
with  a  great  portion  of  our  population  stUi 


labooring  under  laws  which  were  made  in 
other  times,  and  against  other  dangers,  and 
the  removal  of  which  might  unite  wiih 
firmer  concord  all  classes  of  the  commu* 
nity;  whetherwewill,Is»y,underall  these 
circumstances, consent  to  take  into  our  con- 
sideration the  state  of  those  laws,  and  to 
enquire  into  the  possibility  of  extending 
the  full  benefiu  of  the  constitution  to  a 
complaining,  but  a  brave  and  loyai  portion 
of  our  people. 

Such  being  the  nature  of  the  question 
of  this  night,  I  own  I  was  not  a  little 
surprized  at  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord  (lerd  Castlereagh)  who  spoke  last 
but  one,  that  the  present  question  was  pre-'  ^ 
cisely  the  i^ane  as  that  whieh  had  bee^. 
already  decided  by  the  House  in  the  e;sr)y 
partof  the  present  session.  The  question 
decided  on  the  occasion  to  which  the 
nobie  lord  refers  was  this;  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  should  entertain  a  mo- 
tion for  considering  the  state  of  Irelant)^ 
founded  upon  the  then  recent  transactions 
between  the  Irish  government  and  the 
Catholics ;  a  motion  which  embraced,  to  be 
sore,  by  natural  inference  and  implication« 
the  state  of  the  Catholics  themselves ;  but 
the  mail}  and  practical- object  of  which 
was  to  censure  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  go- 
vernment. 1  appeal  to  the  recollection  of 
those  who  witnessed  that  debate*  and  to  the 
speeches  of  all  who  spoke  in  it,  but  with 
still  more  confidence  I  refer  to  what  were, 
and  were  stated  by  me  to  be,  the  grounds 
of  my  own  vote  on  that  occasion^  for  the 
correctness  of  this  statements  I  gave 
my  vote  against  that  motion,  not  merely 
because  it  could  not,  according  to  my 
apprehension,  be  attended  with  any  be- 
nefit to  the  Catholics  at  the  titne  and 
wnder  the  circumstances  in  which  it  waa 
brought  forward ;  but  distinctly  because 
it  involved  a  comlemnaiion  of  the  conduct 
of  the  government  of  Ireland  inTespect  to 
the  transaction  under  review,  which  I 
thought  entirely  unjust  .--With  what  pre* 
tence  of  reason  can  we  be  told  that  the 
great  question  of  to  night  is  specifi- 
cally the  same  question,  or  one  only  differ* 
ing  a  little  in  its  form  ? — But  even  if  the 
former  question  had  been  disembarrassed, 
(which  it  was  not,)  of  any  thing  relating 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  government,  it 
could  not  be  divested  of  that  which  con- 
cerned the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  them- 
selves. They  were  accused  of  having 
acted  in  defiance  of  the  law :  and  the 
question  whether  they  had  done  so  or  not 
was  at  that  moment  in  a  train  of  judicial 
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inyestigation.  Upon  this  ground  many 
▼otes  were  given  on  that  night :  and  upon 
this  ground,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken, 
the  noble  lord  himself  mainly  and  justly 
insisted. 

But  was  there  no  other  still  more  mark- 
ed discrimination,  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  time,  at  which  the  former  motion 
was  brought  forward  ?-»The  administra- 
tion was  not  then  formed.  Hopes 
(from  what  causes  arising  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say,  because  I  know  nothing  of 
them  ;  but)  hopes  were  certainly  cherished 
as  well  among  the  Catholics  themselves,  as 
among  those  who  wish  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion settled  for  the  general  harmony  and 
tranquillity  of  the  empire,  that  in  the  new 
administration,  however  composed,  there 
Would  be  a  disposition  fairly  to  consider 
that  question,  and  to  see  at  least  if  it 
might  not  be  safely  set  at  rest.  While  these 
hopes  prevailed,  I  among  others  who 
thought  that  the  question  could  be  most 
safely  discussed,  and  would  be  best  settled, 
if  brought  forward  by  the  recommendation 
of  the  crown,  felt  an  invincible  repug- 
nance to  precipitating  the  agitation  of  it. 
I  am  still  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
for  the  happiness  of  the  empire  and  for 
the  security  of  the  government,  that 
such  should  be  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ing. And  if  the  government  had  avowed 
their  determination  to  entertain  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question,  and  hereafter 
thems^ves  to  recommend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  parliament,  most  willingly 
'would  I  vote  with  them  this  night  against 
going  into  a  committee,  in  which  1  rea- 
dily admit  that  we  cannot  expect  to  be 
«able  to  examine  the  subject  with  the  same 
advantage  as  if  the  executive  government 
had  previously  prepared  and  adjusted  its 
details. 

But  what  hope  is  there  now  of  any  such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  administration, 
framed,  as  it  is,  on  the  basis  of  resistance 
to  all  consideration  of  this  question  ? 
None. — We  have  therefore  no  resource 
but  to  consider  it  in  this  House. 

But  what,  (says  my  right  hon.  friend, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,)  is  to  be 
the  object  of  that  committee? — what  the 
matter  of  their  deliberations  ?  What  ? 
ivhy  the  state  of  the  laws,  inflicting 
penalties  or  civil  incapacities  on  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects.  Why, 
Sir,  if  any  member  of  this  House  were  to 
stand  up  and  tell  you  of  any  great  distress 
or  complaint  prevailing  in  any  branch  of! 
ihe  manufactures  of  the  country :    if  it 


were  merely  stated  to  you  that  there  exitt* 
ed  various  clashing  and  contradictory 
provisions  in  the  laws  of  England  and  Ire* 
land,  upon  subjects  much  less  vital  and 
important  than  those  which  are  involved 
in  the  present  question;  would  not  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  inqairs 
into  these  allegations  be  a  natural  and 
harmless  suggestion?  If  it  were  merely 
stated,  that  there  was  one  law  which  in- 
flicted penalties  upon  the  Irish  soldier 
when  serving  in  this  country,  while  by 
another  the  interchange  of  Irish  and 
English  regiments  between  England  and 
Ireland  is  encouraged ;  would  it  be 
thought  unreasonable  to  propose  a  com- 
mittee to  revise  a  system  so  apparently  in- 
congruous and  inequitable  ? 

I  will  not  at  the  present  moment  set  aboot 
proving,  that  the  laws  respecting  the  Ca- 
tholics are  not  exactly  in  the  state  the  most 
consonant  to  justice  and  sound  policy :  I 
will  only  say  that  it  must  be  by  a  miracle 
if  they  are  so;  if  laws  enacted  on  the  spur 
of  so  many  different  occasions, — in  the 
heat  of  civil  violence,«*on  the  suppression 
of  bloody  rebellions, — laws  dictated  some- 
times by  fear,  and  sometimes  by  resent- 
ment (neither  of  them  very  wise  and  pro- 
vident and  temperate  principles  of  legisla* 
tion) ;  if  laws,  1  say,  so  originating,  and  to 
accumulated  upon  one  another  witbotit 
system,  without  order,  without  connec- 
tion, and  of  which  almost  as  soon  a»  the 
enactment  was  completed,  the  repeal  hail 
been  begun ;— wonderful  indeed,  and  un- 
accountable would  it  be,'  if  laws  of  which 
such  is  the  character,  and  such  the  his- 
tory, did  indeed  constitute  a  code  fit  to  be 
preserved  without  alteration  or  revision. 
Yet  this  is  what  is  contended  for  by  those 
who  oppose  the  present  motion.  It  is  fit 
that  Catholics  in  Ireland,  who  enter  into 
the  army,  should,  as  soon  as  they  set  foot 
on  the  shores  of  this  country,  become  sub- 
ject to  the  severest  pains  and  penalties  of 
law ; — it  is  fit  that  Catholics  should  vote 
for  members  of  parliament  in  Ireland,  but 
not  here;  it  is  fit  that  tBey  should  be 
electors,  but  not  representatives,  colonels 
but  not  generals,  lawyers  but  not  judges, 
magistrates  but  not  ministers  :— ail  this  is 
right  and  proper ;  —the  lines  of  demarka* 
tion  in  all  these  instances  has  been  most 
prudently  and  happily  drawn  !  This  is  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors!  In  all  these 
anomalies  there  is  nothing  to  correct;  in 
all  these  diflerences  there  is  nothing  to 
reconcile.  Our  ancestors,  it  seems,  had 
the  whole  subject  before  them  at  oni 
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view ;  and  devised  a  system  best  calculated 
for  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.-*A 
system,  however,  which,  be  it  remem- 
bered, they  were  bnilding  up  from  the 
Revolution  to  the  present  reign;  and 
which  in  the  present  reign,  we  or  our  more 
immediate  ancestors  have  been  busily, 
and,  I  suppose,  sacrilegiously  employed 
in  pulling  down. 

This  then  is  my  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, ''If  we  should  go  into  this  com- 
mittee, what  will  yoa  do  in  it?^'  Such 
a  committee  is  the  necessary  preliminary 
towards  entering  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  the  present  state  of  the  laws  afiect- 
ing  the  Catholics.  By  the  forms  of  this 
House,  such  an  inquiry  must  originate  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House.  This 
motion,  is,  therefore,  the  first  step  to  what- 
ever ulterior  course  you  may  agree  upon. 
My  right  hon.  friend  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer}  says,  "  Why  do  you  not 
bring  in  a  Bill,  which  would  embrace  the 
whole  question  without  waiting  for  the  en- 
quiry of  a  Committee  ?"  First,  Sir,  to  ori- 
ginate such  a  Bill  we  must,  as  I  have 
said,  have  such  a  committee  as  is  now 
moved  for.  But,  secondly ; — without  pre- 
suming to  answer  for  any  other  gentle- 
man,— for  myself  1  confess,  that  there 
are  many  points  upon  which  I  should 
wish  for  information  before  1  could  vote 
for  any  Bill,  Gentlemen  talk  of  the 
penal  laws  as  if  they  were  something 
as  well  known  as  the  Bill  of  Rights,  or 
any  other  statute  fundamental  to  the  con- 
stitution. How  many  of  them,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know,  when  they  use  these 
terms,  have  a  clear  idea  of  their  meaning  ? 
How  many  ever  read  a  word  in  any  one  of 
them  ?  We  all  know  indeed  that  there  is 
a  system  of  laws  which  has  been  growing 
up  for  a  century  or  two,  and  which  has 
constantly  excited  discontent  and  dissatis- 
faction amongst  the  people  of  Ireland. 
Gentlemen  say  very  confidently,  these 
laws  do  not  press  hard  upon  the  people. 
I  ask,  what  does  not  press  hard  ?— The 
answer  of  nine  out  of  ten  would  be,  "  I  do 
not  know  very  precisely."  Then,  I  say, 
go  into  the  committee  and  inquire :  in- 
quire what  the  system  is  which  you  think 
it  still  wise  and  necessary  to  continue; 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  part  of  that 
system  was  built  upon  foundations  which 
time  and  change  have  swept  away ;  whe- 
ther it  has  been  upon  the  whole,  or  in  part, 
advantageous  or  detrimental  to  Ireland; 
whether  this  or  that  law  has  in  fact  pro- 
duced the  benefits  intended  by  the  legis- 


lature; whether  what  has  been  taken 
awa}'  by  subsequent  repeal  from  the 
mass  of  incongruous  statutes,  has  beea 
well  and  wisely  selected ;  or  whether 
having  been  chipped  and  broken  away 
by  bits,  without  plan  or  proportion,  it 
may  not  have  left  the  remainder  of  the 
mass, — which,  when  whole,  might  have 
been  regular  and  equable  in  its  pressure, 
-—to  press  with  angular  acuteness  and  with 
partial  pain  upon  some  particular  parts  of 
the  community  ? 

For,  Sir,  never  let  it  be  forgotten,— it  is 
the  main  point  of  the  argument  for  inquiry, 
— that  these  laws  are  not  one  nniform 
and  consistent  and  permanent  code.  They 
have  never  remained  for  twenty  years  to* 
gether  in  the  same  state.  They  were 
built  up  during  a  period  of  about  70  3'ears, 
(counting  only  from  the  Revolution,  the 
favourite  date  with  those  who  admire  the 
Popery  code,)  and  during  a  succeeding  pe- 
riod of  about  40  years  they  have  bejgun 
to  be.  pulled  down.  Singular  indeed 
would  it  be  if  a  structure  raised,  and 
added  to  at  so  many  successive  times,  and 
then  gradually  dismantled  and  demolish- 
ed, till  the  course  of  its  demolition  was 
stopped  by  some  unlooked  for  external 
accident,— should  happen,  at  the  precise 
moment  when  that  accident  occurred,  to  be 
precisely  in  the  state  in  which  it  was  most 
convenient  and  comfortable  as  a  habita- 
tion !  This  would  be  indeed  a  piece  of  sin. 
gular  good  fortune: — and  this  is  an  exact 
image  of  the  history  of  the  penal  code,  as 
received  by  those  who  contend  that  all  is 
exactly  as  it  should  be  ;  that  the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  had  to  be  sure  enacted 
somewhat  more  than  enough;  but  that 
we,  their  posterity,  have  retrenched  from 
their  enactments  precisely  what  was  su- 
perfluous, and  must  be  careful  to  retrench 
no  more. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  fancy  that  they  de- 
rive great  advantage  to  their  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  Popery  code,  bjr  tracing 
its  origin  to  king  William,  it  is  true  its 
foundations  were  laid  in  Ireland,  during 
his  reign;  and  that  having  to  secure  a 
disputed  title  against  a  divided  allegiance, 
against  treason  and  rebellion,  measures 
of  severity  might  be  justified  under  such 
circumstances,  by  a  necessity  which  how- 
ever that  justification  cannot  survive.  But 
his  successor,  queen  Anne,  (of  pious  me- 
mory) is  entitled  to  the  greater  part  of 
the  glory  (whatever  it  may  be)  to  be  de- 
rived from  these  wise  acts  of  legislation : 
in  portioning  out  the  ftme   and  credit 
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of  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say^  that  the  reigns 
of  the  first  two  princes  of  the  House  of 
Brunswick,  George  the  First  and  Second, 
must  come  in  for  their  share.  Happily  for 
the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  nation, 
the  gracious  monarch  who  now  sits  on  the 
throne  of  these  realms,  determined  rather 
to  set  than  to  follow  an  example,  by  com- 
mencinff  the  destruction  of  that  system, 
which  the  wisdom  of  his  predecessors  had 
been  employed  in  perfecting,  for  the  per- 
secution or  depression  of  certain  classes  of 
their  subjects. 

Soch  has  been  the  progress  of  these  pe- 
nal laws,  tracing  them  back  no  farther 
than  the  Rerolation.  But  again  I  ask, 
what  are  they  now  ?  what  have  they  been 
in  their  flourishing  times  ?  in  those  times, 
when  matured  to  their  full  perfection,  they 
exhibited  the  most  complete  and  satisfac- 
tory specimen  of  this  boasted  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  ?— -Those  of  our  ancestors,  indeed, 
if  not  actually  wise,  must  at  least  have  had 
no  common  share  of  that  gravity^  which 
IS  usually  counted  the  companion  and 
characteristic  of  wisdom,  who  could  look 
each  other  in  the  face  when  they  pro- 
posed, ''That  any  Protestant  who  shall 
9fier  a  Papist  5L  for  a  horse  (no  matter 
how  great  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  ani- 
mal) shall  have  it/'  They  must  have  had 
much  of  that  temper  and  coolness,  which 
are  the  guards  as  well  as  the  fruits  of  wis- 
dom, when  they  proposed  to  set  an  inter- 
dict upon  the  legitimate  population  of  the 
country,  by  hanging  the  Catholic  priest 
who  should  marry  a  Protestant  with  a  Ca- 
tholic, whether  he  knew  the  fact  of  the 
Protestantism  of  one  of  the  parties  or  not. 
Is  not  a  system  composed  of  laws  like 
these  a  proper  subject  for  revision  ?  But  I 
understand  the  murmurs  which  I  hear 
around  me.  These  statutes  are  not  now 
both  of  them  upon  the  statute  book. 
Granted :  one  of  them  is  repealed,  and  the 
other  is  not ;  guess  which  it  is  that  we 
have  got  rid  of,  and  which  is  stili  in  force. 
I  fancy  I  puzzle  some  gentlemen  who 
shewed  signs  of  incredulity  just  now.  I 
will  set  them  at  ease.  Why,  the  horse- is 
saved  to  the  Catholic  for  his  daily  exer- 
cise :  but  the  priest  is  still  liable  to  be 
banged  for  marrying  him  amiss. 

What  I  wish.  Sir,  is  that  the  real  na- 
ture and  state  of  laws  such  as  these  should 
be  reviewed,  a  wish  surely  not  unrea- 
sonable ;— -that  a  committee  of  this  House 
should  candidly  enquire  whether  those 
laws,  so  wisely  enacted  in  former  days, 
might  not  be  quite  as  wisely  repealed  in 


these; — that  they  should  take  an  enlarged 
view  of  this  system  of  partial  legislation  ;— • 
that  some  opinion  should  be  formed,  whe» 
ther  it  be  proper,  and  if  proper  for  what 
reason,  that  in  Ireland  Roman  Catholia 
should  be  eligible  to  commissions  in  the 
army  under  a  certain  decree  of  ranl^ 
but  that  when  the  law,  or  their  Toluntary 
zeal  transfers  their  services  with  their  re^ 
giments  into  this  country,  they  should  be 
liable  by  the  laws  which  meet  them  here 
to  forfeiture  and  penalty  ;— whether  it  be 
fit  that  their  exemption  from  such  penal- 
ties should  depend  on  the  forbearance  of 
informers,  or  on  military  regulations  firooi 
the  War  Office ;— whether  it  be  fit;  and  for 
what  reason,  that  the  Catholic  of  this  coon- 
try  should  be  unrepresented  in  parliamenf* 
while  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  return  iialf  the 
county  members  of  that  kingdom  to  this 
House.    To  what  does  this  motion  pledge 
you,  except  to  enquire  into  these  strange 
anomalies,  to  ascertain  among  these  con- 
flicting   and   irreconcilable  enactments, 
which  it  may  be  right  to  give  up,  and 
which  to  maintain  ?   But  this,  I  supposes 
is  contended  to  be  unnecessary.  '  Ignoraa- 
'  tia  legis  neminem  excusat,^    is  a  maxioa 
of  the    law:    and   as   therefore  all  the 
laws  that  are  in  existence,  are  supposed  to 
be  known  to  the  subject,  what  occasioa 
can  there  be  for  a  committee  of  this  House, 
to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  laws  of 
Ireland  ?  I  answer,  that  your  every  day's 
practice  gives  countenance  to  this  pn^ 
ceeding.    Do  you  not  almost  every  year 
appoint    a   committee  to    enquire    into 
the  expiring  laws  of  the  country  ?    Yet 
every  man  is  bound  to  know  what  laws 
are  expiring  and  what  unexpired.    Some 
years  ago,  a  great  ferment  was  excited  by 
some  inconveniencies  and  disputes  arising 
from  the  state  of  the  woollen  manuftkctures 
of  this  country.    It  was  proposed  that  the 
various  laws  respecting  that  manufacture, 
many  of  them  obsolete  and  inconsistent 
with  each  other,  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee^  which  committee  were  to  re- 
port upon  them  to  the  House :   a  commit- 
tee was  appointed;   their  report  enume* 
rated  the  several  laws,  and  suggested  the 
repeal  of  some,  the  modification  of  others, 
and  pointed  out  tho«B  which  they  thought 
necessary  to  be  retained.     This  very  ses- 
sion, in  consequence  of  the  horrible  mur- 
ders perpetrated  in  the  metropolis  shortly 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  a  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  laws  by  which  the  police 
of  the  metropolis  is  regulated,  and  to  coo* 
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sider  the  means  of  establishing  a  e 
effective  Nightly  Watch.  Yet  the  n 
upon  this  subject  are,  in  theoryi  i     f<    if 

well  known.     Why  then.  Sir,  w ^  siext 

can  there  be  made  for  opposing  a  snnilar 
proceeding  upon  a  subject  which  aftcts  not 
one  branch  of  roannfactoring  hidnstry 
only,  but  the  prosperity  of  a  people ;  not 
the  security  of  the  metropolis,  bot  that  of 
the  whole  empire  ? 

At  the  same  time,  k  woald  be  uilahr 
to  the  House  and  to  the  couotry,  not  to 
say  that  certainly  I  wo«ld  not  rote  for 
going  into  inquiry,  as  to  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  the  penal  laws,  imleav 
I  felt  an  anxious  desire  to  ameliorate 
the  system,  and  fairly  to  meet,  and  IshoiiM 
hope,  happily  to  overcome  the  difficult 
ties  with  which  it  is  not  to  be  denied  thai 
this  great  question  appears  to  be  aar- 
rounded.  Great  as  thosd  difficulties  may 
appear,  I  think  with  an  hoD.  gentleman 
who  spoke  some  time  ago,  thai  we  may 
at  least  congratulate  ourselvet  upon  i 
more  promising  approzimadon  to  that 
temper,  and  those  riews,  which  may  be 
most  favourable  to  their  removal,  than  fer 
some  time  past  we  could  Tentore  to  antici* 
pate,  considering  the  insuperable  nature 
of  some  of  the  obstacles  which  stood  in  the 
way.  Much  as  I  rejoice,  however,  in  the 
hope,  expressed  by  some  gentlemen,  that 
a  time  may  come  when  that  happy  concilia- 
tion between  Catholics  and  Protestants  shall 
be  effected ;  and  glad  as  I  should  be  to  con- 
cur in  any  measure  that  could  tend  to  pro* 
dace  that  desirable  consummation,  I  con^ 
fess,  nevertheless,  that  1  was  hardly  pre- 
pared for  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Yorke's)  suggestions,  nor  do  I  very  clearly 
collect  the  intention  of  them.  Whether 
it  be  the  conversion  of  the  Pope  himself, 
that  he  thinks  might  be  effected ;  or  whe- 
ther he  only  expects  that  the  Irish  Catho- 
lic should  be  induced  to  forego  his  spi- 
ritual allegiance  to  the  Pbntmcate;  <or 
whether  I  am  to  understand  him  as  ad- 
hering to  his  last  idea,  that  of  appointing  an 
Irish  Pope,  for  whom  he  went  so  far  as  to 

foint  out  a  suitable  f^ace  of  residence  in 
reland,  I  do  not  exactly  understand.  He 
suggested,  I  think,  Ballyshannon  at  apro« 
per  site  for  the  new  Vatican :  and  to  thai 
spot  I  certainly  can  have  no  objection.  1 
have  no  doubt  also  that  he  has  in  contem- 
plation a  liberal  plan  of  establishment  for 
the  new  Pontiff,  the  details  of  which  we 
must  look  for  on  some  futare  occaiion. 
My  objection  at  first  sight  to  such  a  pio* 
position  is  oDty  that  it  is  more  than  I  de^ 
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But'V        this  concession         leprei 
by  I     <       ition  of  the  Pope  sconrem 
I  very  mucn  fear,  that  this  grave  and  ge- 
nerous suggestion  of  my  right  hon.  friend^ 
mfay  be  considered  by  the  Caiholica  aa 
poatponmg  to  an  almost  indc^ite  dia* 
lance,  the  period  of  time  and  the  stats 
of  circumstance^  under  which,  in  my  righl 
iMm.  fri^nd'a  view,  oonceasion  would  bf 
safe  or  politic. 

I  confeai^  Sh*,  that  I  ftel  mvielf  reff 
incompetent  to  fellow  my  right  non.  fnend 
into  theie,  and  the  like  apecolationa  upon 
popish  teneta  and  popish  discipline.  I 
rather  thmk  thai  the  fiurtber  we  go  into  re» 
ligioai  difonlsitions  upon  this  sulject,  the 
more  we  anall  puisle  ooraelvea,  aod  th# 
farther  we  shall  be  from  any  rational  ded* 
sfoo.  I  vrould  desire  no  better  wamtng 
agamsl  soch  a  course  of  argument  than  S 
to  be  gathered  from  the  apeeches  of  tlia 
right  hon.  and  learned  doctor,  to  whom  I 
have  already  referred  (Dr.Daigenan)j  and 
a  right  hon.  gentleman  near  me,  member 
for  the  UniTersity  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Leslie 
Foster)^  who  in  oodertaldng  to  give  the 
House  information  upon  the  nature  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  have  taken  views  of  that 
religion  so  opposite  to  each  other,  tha|a«> 
which  may  faNs  right,  which  wronff,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  deci&;  but  of  this  lam  8ure». 
that  no  change  in  the  Catholic  tenets 
could  be  eac|mtiM  to  aatisiV  both  thoae 
learned  and  right  hon.  genUemen*  The 
right  honoarable  and  learned  doctor  be« 
bind  me  telb  you,  that  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion never  changes :  that  it  is  now  es^ 
actly  what  it  always  was,  and  erer  mwt 
be ;  having  endorad  through  all  past  agee 
with  perfect  onifbrmily^  and  to  endure  un* 
alterable  through  all  future  time.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  right  hon.  gentlemanuio , 
the  floor  teHs  yon  with  e^ual*  confidence* 
that  the  Catholic  r^ligioniB  in  a  perpetual' 
floctnation  and  change ;  that  its  cnarao* 
terialic  is  variation :  that  so  hit  from  b%^ 
ing  permanent  and  (brad*  through  agea 
put  and  to  comOf  it  ie  nerer  weary  of 
adopting  new  fbnfta  and  appearanoei  s 
shajnng  itself  to  new  circmnilanceti  and 
taking  the  eokur  of  new  timei.  Now  I 
oonfim  myself  iioite  at  %  hM»  to  know 
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how  it  is  expected  of  the  Catholics  to 
satisfy  at  once  the  learned  doctor,  and 
the  right  hon.  member  for  the  University 
of  Dublin :  both  deeply  read  on  this  difii* 
cult  and  abstruse  subject,  and  their  joint 
evidence  amounting  to  this;  that  a  certain 
permanent  fluctuation  and  mutable  fixed- 
ness^is  the  indubitable  characteristic  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion ;  and  is  that 
quality  of  which  it  must  divest  itself,  be- 
fore its  professors  can  be  put  upon  the 
footing  of  their  fellow-subjects  in  civil 
privileges,  and  political  freedom.  Se- 
riously, what  is  it  then  that  we  expect  of 
the  Catholics  ?  Let  us  state  it  plainly, 
so  that  they  may  understand  our  meaning. 
How  can  we  pretend  with  any  justice  to 
charge  the  Catholics  with  refusing  to  re- 
move our  objections  to  their  religion,  and 
withholding  the  securities  which  we  think 
indispensable  to  make  concession  safe, 
while  we  cannot  agree  amongst  ourselves 
in  our  allegations  against  their  faith,  but 
perplex  them  with  charges  thus  vague  and 
contradictory  ;  and  while  we  have  our- 
selves DO  remedy  to  suggest  for  all  the 
dangers  which  we  affect  to  foresee  or  ap- 
prehend, but  the  installation  of  a  Pope  at 
Ballyshannon  ? 

Another  hon.  gentleman  has  said,  with 
great  candour  and  truth, — that  whatever 
may  be  the  changes  of  the  Catholic  religion 
—if  the  state  of  parties  in  this  House  do 
not  also  materially  change,  the  object  of 
the  present  motion  can  never  be  effected. 
This  is  undoubtedly  correct ;  and  in  this 
argument  it  is,  that  we  find  the  most  in- 
surmountable barrier  to  the  gratification  of 
the  Catholics.  For  even  if  the  Catholics 
had  the  means,  on  fair  examination,  of  re- 
moving all  the  rational  scruples  of  their 
opponents  on  the  ground  of  iheir  religious 
tenets,  I  am  afraid  they  could  not  easily 
discover  the  means  of  removing  the  pre- 
judices of  party.  It  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  such  prejudices  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  should  renounce  and 
abjure  all  the  offensive  tenets  of  their 
ancestors.  Any  extravagant  doctrine, 
however  obsolete,  that  can  be  raked 
np  from  the  musty  records  of  forgotten 
controversy,  is  still  produced  in  these  de- 
bates, as  confidently  and  peremptorily  as 
if  it  came  fresh  from  the  pen  of  contro- 
versialists  and  polemical  disputants  of  the 
present  day.  Would  our  own  reformed 
Church  endure  a  similar  test  ?  Would 
it  be  fair  that  it  should  now  be  made 
answerable  for  the  tenets  of  all  its  mem- 
bers?— One  leading   imputation  against 


the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  for  in* 
stance,  is,  that  they  withhold  from  their 
laity  the  peiusal  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures ;  which  it  has  always  been  con* 
sidered  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  the 
reformed  Church  to  throw  open  for  the 
whole  Christian  world.  Yet  I  could  at  this 
moment  read  to  the  House,  from  a  contro- 
versial pamphlet  published  in  this  learned 
and  enlightened  day  by  a  reverend  digni- 
tary of  the  Established  Church,  a  passage 
which,  had  I  not  known  from  whence  it 
proceeded,  I  might  have  taken  to  be  that 
very  popish  doctrine  so  loudly  condemned 
by  our  reformed  persuasion.  The  danger 
of  circulating  the  Bible,  alone,  amongst 
the  lower  classes  of  the  community,  ia 
most  vehemently  argued  in  a  pamphlet 
known  to  have  been  vi'ritten  (as  I  have  said) 
by  a  most  learned  and  eminent  dignitary 
of  the  Established  Church;  the  orthodoxy 
of  whose  principles  no  man  can  impeach. 
Had  that  doctrine  been  inculcated  in  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  publication, — the  doctrine 
that  the  word  of  God  should  not  so  forth 
to  the  world,  unaccompanied  by  tne  com- 
mentaries of  man — and  had 'that  publica- 
tion been  this  night  in  the  hands  of  any  of 
my  right  hon.  friends  who  oppose  this 
question,  what  declamations  should  we  not 
have  heard  in  the  course  of  the  debate^ 
upon  the  slavish  intolerance,  the  bigotted 
ignorance,  and  the  tyrannical  superstition 
of  the  Romish  Church  !  Do  not  let  me  be 
supposed  a  defender  of  the  tenets  of  that 
Church,  or  represented  as  undervaluing 
the  purity,  the  simplicity,  the  sanctity 
of  our  own.  No  such  thing.  Bat  I  do 
wish  to  guard  the  House  aeainst  unfisiir 
representations  of  the  doctrines  of  ano- 
ther Church,  with  which  we  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  partially  acnuainted^  by 
shewing  you  in  how  very  talse  a  light 
the  doctrines  even  of  our  own  Church 
might  be  viewed,  if  the  caprices  of  indi- 
vidual fancy,  or  the  violences  of  contro- 
versial zea),  were  to  be  admitted  as  evi- 
dence of  those  doctrines. 

Turning  then  from  the  speculatife 
tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion^  to 
the  consideration  of-fhc  political  efiects  of 
that  religion  upon  the  conduct  of  its  pro- 
fessors (which  is  the  real  point  at  issue) 
it  has  been  argued  by  the  right  hon.  ana 
learned  doctor  and  others,  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  Roman  Catholics  in  any 
countiy  to  be  sincerely  loyal  subjects  to 
a  Protestant  staie.  Whenever  they  have 
been  admitted  to  po\^  er  under  Protestant 
gOTernm^nts  it  is  asserted  they  have  al« 
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ways  endeavoured  to  subvert  them : — and, 
on  the  other  hand,  whenever  they  have 
held  the  ascendant  they  have  always 
been  hard  masters  to  Protestant  subjects. 
I  will  not  undertake  to  maintain  the  to- 
lerant spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion in  countries  where  it  has  been  the  es- 
tablished religion,  and  has  had  the  power 
of  the  state  in  its  hands.  That  is  not,  and 
God  forbid  it  should  be,  the  question 
which  we  are  now  discussing.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  further  relaxations 
which  are  desired — amounting  undoubted- 
ly to  the  admission  of  all  individuals  pro- 
fessing the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  this 
empire,  to  equal  political  franchises, 
equal  civil  capacities  with  their  fellow 
subjects,  would  tend,  in  any  the  remotest 
degree,  to  subvert  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment, and  to  establish  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic religion  as  the  dominant  religion  of  the 
state,  l^  this  proposition  can  be  made  out 
by  those  who  oppose  the  relaxations,  they 
have  gained  their  cause.  1  will  not  waste  a 
word  on  the  controversy  whether  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion,  if  so  established, 
would,  or  would  not,  be  an  intolerant  re- 
ligion; would  or  would  not  exercise  a 
merciless  tyranny  over  the  consciences  and 
the  persons  of  its  Protestant  subjects.  That 
must  never  be  put  to  hazard.  And  my  ef- 
forts, for  one,  in  the  cause  of  my  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fellow  subjects,  are  at  an  end,  if  the 
overihrow  of  the  Established  Church  can  be 
shown  to  be  the  necessary  or  natural  con- 
sequence of  their  success.  But  my  dif- 
ference with  those  who  use  this  argument 
lies  in  this :  that  I  cannot  see  the  least 
ground  of  alarm  for  that  danger  which  has 
been  apprehended  from  the  proposed  con- 
cessions. I  think  it  has  not  been  shewn 
in  debate,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be  deduced 
from  history,  that  the  Catholic  subjects  of 
a  Protestant  state  have  always  been  tur- 
bulent and  aspiring  and  dangerous  sub- 
jects. The  Christian  church  was  forages 
unconnected  with  the  civil  power  under 
which  it  lived,  and  yet  exemplary  in  its 
obedience  to  that  power.  Such  is  emi- 
nently the  tendency  of  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity.  To  shew  that  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  Ro- 
man CiUholic  faith,  or  in  those  of  the  Irish 
Ponian  Catholic  Church,  which  would 
change  this  general  tendency,  is  the  task 
of  those  who  undertake  the  opposite  ar- 
gument :  and  even  when  they  have  shewn 
this,  it  will  bo  incumbent  upon  them  fur- 
ther to  prove  that  the  Popery  laws  as  they 
now  stand,  are  precisely  calculated  to 
(VOL,  XXII.) 


meet  the  apprehended  evil ;  that  up  to 
the  point  to  which  we  have  gone,  the  re* 
taxations  have  been  harmless;  but  that 
beyond  this  point  concession  is  surrender* 

But  the  priesthood,  it  is  said,  have  an 
unbounded  influence  over  the  laity,  and 
some  of  the  priesthood  hold  opinions  ini- 
mical to  the  state.  If  that  be  the  case, 
what  can  be  more  plain,  than  that  by  the 
course  which  we  now  take  in  excluding 
the  Catholic  laity  from  those  benefits 
to  which  they  claim  to  be  admitted  under 
the  civil  constitution,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  subjects,  we  unite  the 
clergy  and  the  laity  together  in  one  com* 
mon  cause,  and  leave  the  passions  of  the 
laity  to  be  worked  upon  by  that  influence 
w  hich  you  so  much  apprehend  ? — Grant 
to  the  laity  those  privileges  from  which 
the  clergy  are  necessarily  excluded,  and 
1  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  this 
House,  whether  this  be  not  the  best  chance 
of  counteracting  the  dangers  of  clerical 
controul.  Not  that  I  admit,  however,  this 
indiscriminate  imputation  upon  a  class  of 
subjects,  whose  morality  and  loyalty,  I  be- 
lieve, cannot  be  justly  questioned :  I  do  not 
admit  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ire- 
land to  be  disaffected.  But  I  contend  that, 
supposing  the  imputation  to  be  just,  the 
surest  way  of  withdrawing  the  laity  from 
their  influence  is  to  put  them  in  possession 
of  their  fair  share  in  the  rights,  privilege* 
and  immunities  of  their  country  ;  and 
then  to  call  upon  them  to  perform  the 
same  duties  in  support  of  the  same  com- 
mon advantages  with  the  rest  of  their 
countrymen.  Disaffection  is  rarely  con- 
tagious, except  when  it  meets  with  dis* 
content. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  opinions  which  I  have 
held  upon  this  subject  ever  since  I  have 
been  capable  of  forming  an  opinion  upon 
it.  I  take  no  shame  to  myself  for  that,  up 
to  this  period,  I  have  not  found  an  oppor- 
tunity of  declaring  and  acting  upon  them* 
I  take  no  shame  to  myself  for  having  on 
other  occasions  resisted  the  enquiry  which 
I  now  recommend*  I  did  so,  on  a  view, 
a  just  view  I  think,  I  am  sure  an  honest 
and  well  intentioned  view,  of  public  duty. 
While  there  existed  in  the  breast  of  the 
sovereign  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to 
the  entertainment  of  this  question,  an  ob- 
stacle not  of  opinion,  but  of  conscience ;  the 
only  alternative  left  to  a  public  man,  who 
held  the  opinions  which  I  profess  to 
have  holden  on  the  question,  was,  either 
to  push  those  opinions  into  action,  at  all 
the  hazard  to  which  such  a  coarse  would 
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be  liable— -at  the  hazard  of  one  calamity 
too  dreadful  to  be  contemplated  without 
awe  and  terror  (a  calamity  under  the  af- 
fliction of  which  we  are  now  actually  suf- 
fering, and    to    which  therefore    L  may 
now     without     impropriety    allude) — or 
manfully  to  interpose  between  the  con- 
science of  the  sovereign  and  the  agitation 
of  this  question,  at  whatever  risk  of  un- 
popularity   or  of  misconstruction.     This 
latter  was   the   course   which  1  thought 
it    my    duty    to    adopt.      I    persevered 
in  it,  under  many  taunts  in  this  House, 
perhaps  under  some  obloquy  out  of  doors. 
But  these  taunts  and  that  obloquy  I  pa- 
tiently endured  :  and  had  it  pleased  Hea- 
Ten  to  sj)are  to  us  still  the  blessing  of  that 
reign,  the  untimely  and  calamitous  eclipse 
of  which  We  are  now  deploring,  1  would 
still  have  endured  all  manner  of  reproach 
rather  than  have  let  in  upon  the  mind  of 
an    aged    and  venerable   sovereign  that 
overwhelming  anxiety  which  the  agita- 
tion of  this  question  would  have  occasion- 
ed.    Nor  is  there  in  this  determination 
any  thing  for  which  I  have  to  apologize, 
as  inconsistent  with  the  strictest  theory 
or  ordinary  practice  of  the  constitution. 
By  the  theory  of  the  constitution,  the  so- 
vereign is  armed  with  a  power  of  inter- 
posing his  negative   upon  any   measure 
M'hich    he    conscientiously    disapproves. 
In  the  practice  of  the  constitution  this 
power  has  been  actively  employed  as  late- 
ly as  in  the  reign  of  king  William.     Had 
parliament  adopted  and  pressed  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  to  the  last  stage,  in  the  last 
stage  they  mighty  and  probably  would, 
have  been  met  by  this  extreme  resistance. 
What  advantage,  therefore,  in  the  trial? 
What  danger  in  the  conflict !    Better  wa^ 
it  surely  to  prevent  an  extremity,  the  re- 
sults of  which  might  have  been  such  as 
those   who  were  most  interested  in  the 
question  would  themselves  have  been  the 
foremost  to  deprecate.    The  Roman  Ca- 
tholics  of  Ireland   are  a  loyal   people; 
and  they  share  with  all  their  country- 
men    the     qualities    of    generosity     of 
heart,  and  warmth  of  feeling,  and  deep 
sensibility    to    kindness.     They  cannot, 
therefore,  but  acknowledge  their  obliga- 
tions to  a  sovereign,  whose  reign,  a  con- 
trast therein  to  that  of  his  predecessors, 
has  been  one  continued  series  of  conces- 
sions and  relaxations  in  their  favour  :   and 
if  those  concessions  and  relaxations  had 
arrived  at  a  point  beyond  which  not  the 
policy  but  the  conscience  of  the  monarch 
vould  not  suiTer  him  to  go-~they  would 


surely  have  respected  in  him  those 
rights  of  conscience  which  they  claim  for 
themselves;  they  would  have  contentedly 
postponed  the  completion  of  their  wishesto 
a  period,  that  in  the  course  of  human 
events  could  not  be  distant;  (Uid  would 
have  looked  for  the  inheritance  of  what 
remained  to  be  given  to  them,  not  with 
the  impatience  of  an  alien  heir-at-law,  bat 
with  the  filial  fondness  and  humility,  with 
that  patient  and  unmurmuring  expectation 
with  which  a  pious  and  affectionate  soil 
anticipates,  yet  deprecates  the  inevitable 
succession  to  his  aged  parent.-^uch,  I 
am  confident,  would  have  been  the  ieel« 
ings  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  could  the  ob<* 
stacle  which  opposed  the  earlier  entertain* 
ment  of  their  claims  properly  have  been 
explained  to  them  :— and  such,  now  that 
the  melancholy  circumstances  of  the  pre- 
sent time  have  removed  that  obstacle,  is 
the  explanation  which  I  feel  no  difficulty 
in  giving  of  the  opposition  which  I  and 
others  have  hitherto  made  to  a  qaestion 
which  we  are  now  anxious  to  promote* 

Most  unfortunate  indeed  it  was  that  the 
existence  of  this  obstacle  had  not  been  as* 
certained,  when  at  the  period  of  the  Union 
hopes  were  held  out  to  the  Catholics  of 
the  consideration  of  their  claims  in  an 
united  parliament  That  any  promiseif 
were  made  I  do  not  believe,  that  hopes 
were  held  out,  I  know  not  of  my  own 
knowledge.  But  hopes  at  least  were  con- 
ceived and  not  discouraged:  and  very 
confident  I  am  that  Mr.  Pitt  himself  en* 
tertained  a  most  sincere  and  earnest  de* 
sire  to  couple  the  arrangement  of  this 
question  with  the  great  measure  of  the 
Union.  I  remember,  as  if  it  were  bat  yes* 
terday,  the  disappointment  and  concern 
which  he  expressed  to  me  when  he  re* 
ceived  a  letter  from  lord  Cornwallis^ 
then  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  conveying 
to  him  the  information,  that  although  the 
Union  could  be  carried,  the  arrangement 
of  the  Catholic  question  could  not  be  pre* 
viously  attempted  in  the  Irish  parliament 
with  any  hope  of  success.  Knowing  as 
I  do  how  anxiously  he  had  laboured 
to  effect  that  great  settlement,  and  how 
important  he  thought  it  to  the  peace 
and  strength  of  the  United  Kingdom,  I 
never  could  bring  myself  to  suppose,  as 
some  persons  appear  to  do,  that  he  meant 
only  to  practise  delusion  both  upon  Ire* 
land,  and  upon  England ;  that  he  had 
never  seriously  considered  the  question  of 
securities,  and  had  in  fact  none  to  propose. 
—Such  I  underitaad  has  been  the  lao^ 
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guage  used  in  some  other  place,  and  by 
persons  calling  themselves  his  friends. 
We  read  of  a  nobleman  in  queen  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  ivho  desired  that  it  might  be 
engraven  on  his  tomb,  as- his  proudest  epi- 
taph, that  he  was  '  the  friend  of  sir  Plnlip 
Sydney' ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  lord 
Brooke  at  the  same  time  represented  sir 
Philip  Sydney  as  an  empty  pretender,  a 
vain-glorious  boaster^  a  deliberate  de- 
ceiver of  his  country. 

Sir;    in  reviewing  the  whole  of  this 
important    question,    in    consideriDg  the 
grounds    upon    which  the  claim  of  oar 
Catholic   fellow    subjects   to    be    admit- 
ted to  a  participation  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  Briions,  has  been  argued,  I 
think  it  may  be  fairly  affirmed^  that  the 
burden  of  the  proof  lies  with  those  who 
contend   for   the    indefinite    continuance 
of  exclusion.     My  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  desired 
you  to   look   to   the   examples  of  other 
countries,  for  warning  against  the  evils  of 
papal  power.    An  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man has  justly  answered,  that  it  is  not  a 
question  of  Popery,  or  No  Popery,  that 
we  have  to  decide  ;   not  a  question  of  the 
comparative  excellence  of  doctrines,  or 
church  discipline;  but  a  question  as  to  the 
policy  of  a  Protestant  government  towards 
Popish  subjects :  and  he  has  instanced  the 
province  of  Silesia,  oeded  by  Austria  to 
Frederick  the  Great,  who  finding  the  as- 
cendant religion  of  the  country  Catholic, 
left  that  religion  as  he  found  it ;    nor  did 
any  subsequent  conduct  of  his  Catholic 
Silesian  subjects  give  him  cause  to  regret 
that  policy.     The   conduct  of  this  coun- 
try towards  Canada  is  an  example  which 
touches  us  more  nearly.     We  did  not  feel 
it   necessary,    when   Canada  became  by 
conquest  a  British  province,  to  proscribe 
llie  old  Catholic  religion  of  the  country, 
and   dismiss    Catholics    from    all    places 
of  trust.      The  two  religions  mix  in  of- 
fice, in  arms,  in  the  legislature  together : 
and   will  any    man  say  that  Canada  has 
proved  less  loyal  or  less  safe  on  that  ac- 
count to  this  day  ? — Another  example  oc- 
curs in  the  history  of  the  first  partition  of 
Poland.     That  country  was  divided  in  an- 
cient times  into  a  variety  of  religious  sects, 
ali   participating  indifterently  in  the  of- 
fices of  state ;  some  time  about  the  year 
1730,  the  Roman  Catholic  being  the  pre- 
dominant religion  as  compared  with  any 
otlier  particular  sect,  though  by  no  means 
so  numerous   as   the   others  collectively, 
had  succeeded  in  establishing  an  asccQ- 


dancy  for  themselves,  and  excluding  all 
others  from  power  or  employments.     The 
leading  powers  of  Europe,  solicited  by  the 
Dissidents  (as  they  were  called)  interposed 
and  remonstrated  in  their  favour.     Who 
were  the  foremost  in  this  interposition? 
This  country  bad  a  minister  in  Poland,  Mr. 
Wroughton,  who  was  ordered  to  represent 
to   the  then   dominant  sect   the    impro- 
priety as  well  as  the  hardship  of  this  ex* 
elusion  of  their  fellow  subjects,  on  account 
of  their  religious  tenets,  from  political  of- 
fice.    Sir,  the  manner  in  which  this  re- 
monstrance on  our  part  was  then  met  by 
the  Polish  government,  is  a  lesson  to  our- 
selves and  to  other  nations.     The  dominant 
party    stated  the  example    of   England 
against  herself;  and  said,  England,  of  all 
countries,  has  no  right  to  remonstrate,  she 
whose  Catholic  subjects  are,  on  account  of 
their  religion,  excluded  from  all  power» 
and  kept  in  a  state  of  subjection.    Such  was 
the  answer  of  the  government :  and  even 
the  Dissidents  in  whose  behalf  we  inter- 
fered, instead  of  vindicating  England  from 
the  charge  so  justly  urged  against  her,  badi 
only  to  say,  that  it  was  hard  to  turn  th« 
example  of  England  against  them ;  since 
they,  it  was  well  known,  were  never  con- 
quered by  their  fellow  subjects,  whereas 
the  English  treated  the  Irish  Catholics  as 
they  treated  them,  because  the  Irish  were 
a  conquered  people. 

Sir,  it  is  as  useful  sometimes  to  look  to 
the  opinion  of  foreign  countries  upon  the 
policy  of  your  own,  as  it  is  to  compare 
the  policy  of  other  countries  with  it.     In 
the  instance  which  I  have  just  stated,  we 
may  perhaps  learn  a  double  lesson  :    first 
to  doubt  the  justice  of  a  conduct,  which 
afforded   to  one  party  a  justification   of 
oppression,  and  could    be   defended    by 
another,  only  on  the  odious  plea  of  force  ; 
and  secondly,  to  consider  whether  the  li- 
beral and  generous  policy,  which  we  re- 
commended to  the  dominant  party  in  Po- 
land, might  not  be  wisely  and  advanta- 
geously applied  by  ourselves  at  home.    If 
I  am  answered,  that  the  dominant  power 
in  Poland  at  the  time  was  the  Catholic, 
and  that  it  is  the  nature  of  Catholicism, 
wherever  it  can  gain  the  ascendant,  so  to 
use  its  power  ; — I  have  only  to  reply,  that 
if  we  cannot  prevent  the  Catholic  govern- 
ment of  other  nations  from  using  their  as- 
cendancy to  oppress  and  to  persecute  their 
Protestant    subjects,   1  am  anxious    that 
they  should  at  least  not  have  our  example 
to  plead  in  their  excuse.     I  have  farther 
to  remark,  that  this  oppreision  pf  the  Pui^ 
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sidents  was  the  first  cause  of  that  interfe- 
rence of  foreign  powers  in  the  alFairs  of 
Poland,  which  led  finally  to  the  dismem- 
berment and  partition  of  that  kingdom. 

The  history  of  Ireland  surely  does  not 
encourage  a  perseverance  in  a  system,  the 
absurdity  and  impolicy  of  which  are  recog- 
nised in  the  preamble  of  every  act  of  par- 
liament that  has  passed  in  the  course  of 
his  present  Majesty's  reign  for  amelio- 
rating the  situation  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics. The  efficacy  of  that  system  of  se- 
verity, of  which  we  now  propose  to  repeal 
the  remnant,  has  been  not  imperfectly 
tried.  It  was  well  enough  contrived  for 
its  purpose  ;  if  a  purpose  so  unnatural  as 
that  of  depressing  and  extinguishing  a 
ivhole  people  could  be  successful.  It  met 
the  Roman  Catholic  at  his  birth  with 
penal  enactments,  which  precluded  his  re- 
gular succession  to  the  patrimony  of  his 
ancestors ;   dividing  that    patrimony     in 

favel  kind  amongstthe  junior  branches  of 
is  family,  on  condition  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  their  religion,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  legitimate  heir.     It  proceeded  to  the 
extirpation  of  his  religion  and  morals — by 
precluding    the   Roman  Catholic  priests 
from  education  at  home,  and  driving  them 
for  instruction  to  the  charitable  institutions 
of  foreign  and  hostile  states ;  and  when 
after  such   foreign  education  they   pre- 
sumed to  return  home,  and  to  administer 
spiritual  instruction  to  their  flock,  prose- 
cuting  them    as  criminals  and    outlaws, 
setting  a    price  upon   their   heads,  and 
hunting  them  down  like  wild  beasts.      It 
forbade  the    acquisition  of   landed  pro- 
perty  to   the  Catholics  ;  and   studiously 
restricted  their  commercial  industry  ;  it 
sowed   dissension  and    distrust  in  fami- 
lies,  and    marked  them  for  distrust  and 
contempt  among    their    fellow  citizens. 
But  it  would  revolt  the  feelings  of  this 
House  were  I  to  recite  in  detail  the  cata- 
logue of  those  cruel  and  disgraceful  sta- 
tutes, in  the  framing  of  which  a  perverse  in- 
genuity seems  to  have  been  employed  to 
find  out  means  for  exterminating  every 
germ  of  individual  happiness,  and  every 
moral  and  social  principle  of  the  human 
heart,     hiuch  was  the  system  to  which  we 
gave  a  trial.     Happily  it  failed,  and  we 
have  come  back  from  this  barbarous  sys- 
tem, to  one  of  good  policy,  of  humanity. 
We  have  acknowledged  the  erroneous  se- 
verity of  our  ancestors,  by  the  successive 
repeal  of  much  the  greater  part  of  the 
code  which  pressed  upon  our  Catholic  fel- 
low subjects.    We  have  done  this :    and 


have  we  any  reason  to  repent  of  it  ?  Has 
not  the  growth  of  Irish  prosperity  kept 
pace  with  that  of  Catholic  happinesa  and 
freedom  r 

I  am  willing  to  agree  with  yoQ,  that 
we  have  gone  so  far,  that  we  ongbt  not 
to    proceed  farther    without  such    seen* 
rities  as  may  be  reasonably  required,  and 
as  are  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  oar 
own  Protestant  establishments.    What  are 
those   securities  ?     That    is    a    qaestiom 
which  inquiry  and  consideration  alone  can 
enable  us  to  answer :  and  for  the  porpoM 
of  ascertaining  that  important  and  India* 
pensable  point,  am  I  desirous  that  the  mre* 
sent  motion  should  not  be  rejected.     The   . 
right  hon.  and  learned   gentleman  (Dr. 
Duigenan,)  who  seems  to  have  been  left 
to  sustain  alone  the  brant  of  this  argiu 
ment,  has  told  us,  that  the  weahh   aiid 
numbers  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland  are 
vehemently  over^  rated    by  their  advo- 
cates:    he  affirms  that  the  whole  popu- 
lation of  the  country  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  3,500,000,  instead  of  5,000>00O« 
as  so  repeatedly  and  confidently  stated 
by   others;    and  he   says,  that  the  pro- 
portion of  Catholics  to  Protestants,  is  not 
more  than  two-and-a-half  to  one— 'instead 
of  being  nine  to  one  as  affirmed  by  their 
advocates :  and  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  supports  his  assertion^  by  ave* 
rages  which  he  says  he  has  taken  firom 
two  parishes  in  a  Protestant  province,  and 
by  the  returns  of  the  hearth-money  col- 
lectors in  Ireland    about  50  years  ago. 
It  may  be  observed  in  passing,  that  the 
learned  doctor's  assertion  upon  this  point  ap- 
pears to  refute  his  argument  upon  another. 
For,  if  it  be  true  that  the  Catholic  popolation 
of  Ireland  be  in  point  of  numbers  so  little 
superior  to  that  of  the  Protestants>  then  the 
danger  of  conceding  their  present  claims, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  proportioned  to 
the  physical  power  which  the  Catholic 
could  employ  to  subvert  the  Protestant 
establishment  in  church  and  state,  dimi- 
nishes in  the  same  ratio.    The  learned 
doctor,  indeed,  does  not  carry  his  ander* 
valuation  of  the  numbers  of  the  Catholice 
quite  so  far  as  Louis  XiV.  did  that  of  hil 
Protestant  subjects ;  in  many  of  the  latest 
decrees  of  that  monarch  on  the  matter  of 
religion,  it  was  assumed  that  there  were 
no    Protestants    in    France.      Now,    the 
right  hon.  and   learned   gentleman  does 
not  assert  that  there  are   absolately  no 
Catholics  in  Ireland :   but  he  avecs  thai 
the  whole  of  that  persuasion  of  people 
do  not  possess  one  fiftieth  of  the  laomd 
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—and  not  above  one  tenth  of  the  mer- 
cantile property  of  the  country.  Here 
again  the  learned  doctor's  facts  are 
strongly  at  variance  with  his  arguments. 
You  have  on  your  table,  in  favour  of  those 
claims,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
learned  doctor's  statement  of  the  Protes- 
tant sentiment  of  Ireland,  the  petitions  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  Protestants  of  that 
country.  The  learned  doctor  has  told  you 
that  those  petitions  of  the  Protestant  popu- 
lation are  merely  signed  by  tradesmen  and 
shop-keepers,  whose  signatures  were  ob- 
tained by  the  apprehensions  that  if  their 
names  were  refused,  they  would  be  desert- 
ed by  their  Roman  Catholic  customers.— 
Now  if  it  be  true  that  the  Catholics  bear 
60  trifling  a  proportion  as  stated  to  their 
Protestant  fellow-subjects  in  number,  and 
possess  among  them  only  onefiflieth  of  the 
landed  and  not  one  tenth  of  the  other  pro- 
perty of  the  country,  I  should  be  curious 
to  know  how  the  threat  of  withdrawing 
their  custom  from  Protestant  tradesmen 
could  induce  the  latter  to  sign  a  petition 
in  favour  of  the  Catholics;  a  petition  which 
their  Protestant  customers,  possessing  nine 
tenths  of  the  money  and  forty-nine  fihieths 
of  the  land,  consider  (according  to  the 
learned  doctor)  as  tending  to  the  subver 
sion  of  their  property  and  religion.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Protestant 
tradesmen  of  Ireland  have  either  very  dif- 
ferent views  of  the  merits  of  the  Catholic 
cause,  or  very  different  notions  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  Catholic  population,  from 
those  which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  would  induce  us  to  adopt  as  the 
rules  of  our  conduct. 

As  to  the  councils  of  Constance,  of  Basil, 
of  Trent,  and  others,  upon  th^  expressions 
of  whose  decrees  the  learned  doctor  would 
have  the  House  form  their  judgment  of  the 
Catholics  of  this  day,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  first  and  second  of  those 
councils  were  held  before  the  Reformation ; 
and  conseiju*  nily  are  indicative  not  of  the 
opinion*^  of  Catholics,  as  contradistinguish- 
ed to  Protestants,  but  of  the  general  dark- 
ness and  bigotry  of  the  age.  As  to  the 
council  of  IVent,  it  would  indeed  be  hard 
thai  the  Catholics  of  these  times  should  be 
made  answerable  for  the  errors  of  centuries 
so  remote.  But  whatever  be  the  doctrines 
that  are  held  tobe dangerous, and  supposed 
to  be  still  in  force,  all  that  can  be  said 
3%  that  whenever  the  legislature  shall  make 
np  their  minds  to  entertain  the  question  of 
Catholic  concession  seriously,  it  will  be 
fur  thcui   then  to  couple  the  boon  with 


such  restrictions  and  qualifications,  and  to 
accompany  it  with  such  provisions,  as  they 
think  necessary  for  our  own  security* 
Enact  what  you  think  right:  and  then  leave 
to  the  Catholics  to  accept  or  refuse  what 
you  offer  on  the  conditions  which  you  an- 
nex to-  it.  If  they  accept  (which  they 
will)  the  work  is  done.  If  otherwise,  you 
have  the  consolation  to  reflect  that  you  have 
done  your  duty  by  them.  Whatever  may 
be  the  result,  you  will  have  nothing  to 
reproach  to  yourselves.  Go  as  far  as  you 
can  with  safety  to  the  establishments.  Do 
not  exact  from  them  terms  that  are  unne* 
cessary :  but  be  rigorous  in  imposing  such 
conditions  as  shall  free  you  from  all  real,  I 
had  almost  said,  all  imaginary  danger.  Do 
this,  and  lam  persgaded  your  conduct  will 
meet  with  the  approbation  and  concur- 
rence of  this  country  ;  whilst  on  the  other 
hand  you  will  unite  the  whole  heart  and 
soul  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  common 
feeling  with  the  interests  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain. 

In  addition  to  the  arguments  and  the 
authority  of  the  learned  doctor,  and  in 
contradiction  to  the  Petitions  of  the  Catho- 
lics and  Protestants  of  Ireland  in  general*  ^ 
an  honourable  member  has  reminded  ut 
that  the  corporation  of  Dublin  are  averse 
to  the  measure,  as  appears  by  their  Peti- 
tion on  the  table.  But  whatever  respect 
I  may  be  inclined  to  entertain  fojr  the  city 
of  Dublin,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  I 
should  hope  this  House  will  find  little  dis- 
position, to  yield  on  this  occasion,  to  the 
influence  of  a  municipal  body,  who  on  the 
recent  and  signal  occasion  alluded  to  just 
now  by  an  hon.  member  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  suffered  their  own  con- 
duct towards  a  gallant  officer  of  their 
country  to  be  marked  by  religious  anti- 
pathy and  political  intolerance. — The 
conduct  of  the  corporation  of  Dublin  in 
that  instance  appears  to  me  to  exhibit  in 
miniature,  the  complete  character  of  the 
whole  system  recommended  by  the  op- 
posers  of  this  question,  with  respect  to  that 
unfortunate  country.  You  allow  them  to 
spend  their  blood  in  the  common  cause* 
but  you  will  not  allow  them  to  participate 
in  your  rights  and  privileges.  You  give 
them  the  sword,  but  withhold  theirfreedom. 
Such,  it  seems,  is  now  the  policy  of  the 
corporation  of  Dublin,— such  has  formerly 
been  the  policy  pursued  by  the  British  go- 
vernment in  that  country — a  policy,  of 
which  I  now  earnestly  recommend,  and 
anxiously  anticipate,  the  abandonment. 

There  are  two^  and  only  two  other  Pe- 
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titions;    from    quarters,    to  be  sure,  of 
the  greatest  weight,  and  entitled  to  the 
utmost  deference  and  respect — the  Univer- 
sities of  Oxford   and  Cambridge.     With 
respect    to    the    Cambridge   Petition,    I 
know  nothing    but  what  I  gather  from 
reading  it.     I  know  nothing  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  procured  ;  and  cannot 
judge  as  to  the  degree  in  which  it  may  be 
supposed  to  speak  the  sense  of  the  Uni- 
versity.    But  so  far  as  I  can  understand 
the  Petition  itself,  I  really  think  that  in 
agreeing  to  the  motion  now  before  the 
House,  we  should  not  be  going  against 
the  prayer  of  this  Petition :    nay  rather 
that  by  so  doing,  we  should,  in  fact,  com- 
ply with  it.     The  learned  authors  of  that 
Petition  have  acted  under  a  mistake  as  to 
a  matter  of  fact,  whfch  I  suppose,  must 
have  proceeded  from  imperfect  information. 
They  apprehend  that  we  are  about  to  do 
that,  which  I  trust  we  have  no  intention 
of  doing,— notwithstanding  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer so  earnestly  recommends  it — to  pre- 
cipitate the  measure  of  concession  to  the 
Koman  Catholics  by  a  Bill,  before  any 
inquiry  by  a  committee  or  otherwise  has 
been  instituted  upon  it.     This  indeed  my 
right   hon.  friend,   and  others,  who   are 
enemies  to  the  measure  of  Catholic  con- 
cession, have    frequently   recommended. 
The  University  of  Cambridge  probably 
had  heard  of  this  recommendation,  and 
mistook  the  policy  of  the  enemies  of  the 
measure  for  the  intention  of  its  friends. 
But  they  have  been  misled.     This   part 
therefore,  and  it  is  by  far  the  most  essen- 
tial part  of  their  Petition,  applies  to  fears 
which    have   no  existence:    and    I    am 
happy  to  think  that  in  declining  to  pro- 
ceed  by  Bill,  at  my  right  hon.  friend's 
suggestion,  we  have  the  countenance  and 
authority  of  so  learned  and   respectable 
a  body.      There   are   some   passages   in 
their  ]?etition,  however,  wise   no  doubt 
in  themselves,  and  conveying  with  ma- 
thematical accuracy  to  the  initiated  the 
grounds    of   their    expressed   apprehen- 
sions ;    but  which  I  humbly  confess  that, 
—as  we  of  Oxford  are  not  so  strict  and 
scientific  in  our  deductions,— I  entirely 
lose  my  logic  in  endeavouring  to  under- 
stand.    They  have  discovered  by  some 
peculiar  process,  that  the  power  of  the 
Pope  has  become   more  redoubtable  in 
proportion  as  he  has   been  deprived  of 
all    dominion     and     influence    in    Eu- 
rope.   When  he  was  iQ  the  full  pleni- 
tude of  power,  and  posseued  ao  influ- 


ence  that  extended   over  Christendom^ 
we  bad,  it  seems,  less  to  fear  from  him^ 
and  from  his  authority  over  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  than  now  that  he  is  a  prisoner* 
in  poverty  and  in  chains !    The  fact  may 
be  so :  but  I  humbly  submit  that  it  is  not 
so  self-evident  a  fact,  but  that  even  the 
most  learned  University  might  have  con- 
descended to  exhibit  the  chain  of  reason* 
ing  by  which  it  connected  their  premises 
with  their  conclusion :  but  I  am  willing  to 
admit  the  fact,  though  I  do  not  compre* 
hend  it.    With  another  passage  I  beg  leare 
to  express  my  entire  concurrence.     It  is 
that  in  which  they  state,  or  appear  to  in- 
tend to  state,  that  even  in  papal  times  thtf 
constitution  of  this  country  was  sufficient- 
ly guarded  against  papal  encroachments 
by   antient  laws; — the  laws,  I  presume 
they  mean,  of  Provisors  and  Prsemonire. 
It  was  so :    and  this  is,  as  the  Uniyeriity 
wisely  suggests,  a  matter  of  infinite  im^ 
portance  in  considering  the  subject  now 
before  us.      Upon  the  whole  then*  the 
Petition  of  the  University  of  Cambridge 
appears  to  me  highly  favourable  to  the 
motion    before    the    House.      It    sanc« 
tions  the  form  of  our  proceedings  by  infe* 
rence,  if  not  in  direct  terms ;   since  it  de- 
precates  a  proceeding    by  Bill,  which 
was  the  only  alternative  : — it  suggests  the 
possibility,  the  facility  rather,  of  proTid* 
ing  for  the  safety  of  our  establishments* 
by  reminding  us  that  in  former  times  we 
were  safe  even   under  Roman  Catholic 
sovereigns  against  the   Roman  Catholic 
power : — and   finally,  by   declaring  the 
Pope  to  be  at  this  moment  in  the  most  for- 
midable state  in  which  he  can  possibly 
be,  it  enables  us  to  judge  what  is  the  ut- 
most degree  of  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  him ;  and  puts  to  shame  the  exagge- 
rated fears  of  those  who  would  lead  us  to 
tremble  at  we  know  not  what,  that  is 
to  take  place  we  know  not  when,  and  to 
be  brought  about  \ye  know  not  how.    We 
have  the  authority  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge  for  believing  that  the  danger 
from  the  Pope  is  at  this  moment  at  its 
height:    and  surely  we  all   feel  that  at 
this  moment  it  is  not  very  formidable. 

As  to  the  Petition  of  the  University  of 
Oxford,  I  must  in  the  first  place  declare* 
in  contradiction  to  assertions  and  insinua- 
tions which  I  have  heard  both  on  this*  and 
on  the  former  night  of  the  debate*  that 
upon  authority  the  most  respectable  and 
indisputable,  I  am  enabled  to  deny  that 
there  was  any  unfair  practice  made  use 
of  to  obtain  this  Petition  cither  b^  ia^ 
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careful  examination  of  the  statute-book, 
when  I  suppose  that  they^  in  common 
with  6thers,  may  have  something  to  leant 
from  such  an  exposition  of  the  penal  cod« 


fluence,  or  by  surprise.  Due  notice  was 
given  of  the  intention  to  bring  forward. 
A  more  than  usually  ample  discussion 
took  place  upon  it.  A  large  majority 
concurred  in  voting  it.  And  the  Petition 
must  be  considered  as  containing  as  genuine 
an  expression  of  the  sense  of  that  venerable 
body,  as  any  public  act  of  theirs  that  ever 
was  framed.  Sir,  for  the  sense  of  the 
University  of  Oxford,  thus  deliberately 
expressed,  I  shall  always  entertain  a 
filial  reverence.  1  shall  be  always  happy 
to  conform  my  public  conduct  to  it,  when 
a  strong  and  conscientious  impulse  of 
public  duty  does  not  carry  me  another 
way.  I  respect  and  applaud  the  natural 
and  just  anxiety  for  the  established  con- 
stitution in  Church  and  State  which  the 
University  of  Oxford  cherishes  with  cha- 
racteristic fidelity,  and  which  she  inspires 
(and  long  may  she  inspire !)  into  the 
youth  committed  to  her  charge.  This 
sentiment  is  eminently  displayed  in  the 
Petition  now  upon  our  table  :  but  it  is 
displayed  with  a  moderation  and  good 
sense,  equal  to  its  zeal  and  fervency ;  and 
in  a  manner  which,  while  it  entitles  the 
prayer  of  the  Petition  itself  to  greater, 
and  more  respectful  attention,  leaves 
those  who  are  the  most  anxious  to  testify 
that  attention,  at  liberty,  without  suspicion 
of  disrespect,  to  differ  as  to  the  mode 
wliich  is  pointed  out  in  the  Petition,  for 
securing  the  object  which  we  must  all 
equally  have  in  view. 

i  ();;serve  with  pleasure  the  judicious 
and  considerate  qualification  which  the 
v.ordi  '^  in  our  judgment"  (or  words  to  that 
efiect)  i^'ive  to  the  proposition  laid  down  in 
tile  Petition,  that  the  present  Jaws  against 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  not  more  than 
suiriciciu  for  securing  our  present  happy 
consiiiution.  This  proposition  is,  as  it 
o'Jghl  to  be,  stated  as  matter  of  opinion. 
It  is  no  disrespect  to  those  who  hold  that 
opinion  to  say  that  as  such  it  may  be 
lial)lc  to  be  varied  by  a  more  accurate 
knowledge  than  they  may  at  present  hap- 
pen to  possess,  of  the  actual  state  of  the 
laws,  the  sufliciency  or  excess  of  which  is 
in  question,  and  judginpf  from  the  degree 
of  knowledge  vvhicli  people  in  general 
possess,  which  I  myself  possessed,  or  found 
others  possessing,  of  the  state  of  these  laws 
(before  the  agitation  of  t.'ie  present  ques- 
tion made  them  matter  of  particular  in- 
quiry) 1  impute  nothing  disparaging  to  the 
refiident  members  of  t  .e  University  of 
Oxford,  vvho^e  ordinary  researches  and 
habits  of  life  do  not  load  them  to  »  very 


as  might  be  gathered  from  the  labours  of 
the  committee  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman has  proposed. — I  may  even  venture 
to  entertain  a  strong  belief  that,  when 
such  an  exposition  shall  have  been  made« 
the  University  of  Oxford  cannot  persist  in 
the  opinion,  expressed  or  implied  in  their 
Petition^  that  the  present  state  of  the  penal 
code  is  precisely  that  in  which  it  ought  to 
remain. 

I  do  not  feel  therefore  that  I  am  con- 
travening the  spirit  of  their  Petition,  in 
suggesting  to  them  the  expediency  of  ob- 
taining a  more  minute  acquaintance  witb 
the  code  to  which  it  refers,  before  they 
form  a  final  and  decisive  judgment  upon  it. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  disguise  that,  though 
there  are  many  points  of  alteration  or  re- 
peal in  which  I  verily  think  it  probable 
that  after  due  examination  their  opinion 
might  not  differ  materially  from  mine« 
yet  that  there  may  after  all  be  a  diiference 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  repeal  or  al- 
teration should  be  carried.  This  is  pot- 
Bible  ;  but  with  much  greater  confidence 
can  1  say  that  as  to  the  object  of  their 
Petition,  I  am  heartily  agreed  with  them  ; 
that  wheneyer  we  approach  the  confines 
of  real  danger  to  the  establish tnents  of  the 
country,  I  shall  be  as  little  inclined  to  go 
forward,  and  as  determined  to  resist  en- 
croachment, as  they.  I  certainly  do  thinks 
however,  that  securities  may  be  provided 
against  all  the  dangers  which  they  appear 
to  apprehend.  This,  however,  is  a  con- 
sideration for  a  future  stage  of  the  business. 
At  present,  the  question  that  we  have  to 
decide  is  preliminary  to  settlement;  it 
is  for  the  means  of  correct  information. 

In  giving  my  vote  for  a  committee  to 
ascertain  the  state  of  the  laws  affecting 
the  Roman  Catholics,  I  do  so  in  the  per* 
suasion  that  the  time  is  come  when  that 
subject  must  be  taken  into  consideration ; 
when  we  can  no  longer  turn  away  from 
it,  or  dispose  of  it  upon  grounds  distinct 
from  the  subject  itself; — when  the  ob* 
stacles  which  have  hitherto  disinclined  at 
from  looking  at  it  being  removed,  we 
must  fairly  make  up  our  minds  to  take 
some  step  towards  putting  ourselves  in  a 
situation  to  come  to  a  final  decision  upon 
it.  And  whatever  be  the  authorities  which 
are  opposed  to  that  decision,  I  cannot 
suffer  them  to  deter  me*"  from  a  vote  this 
nighty  in  whicli^  had  Mr.  Pitt  been  now 
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happily  living,  I  entertain  a  most  sincere 
conviction  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  this  night 
have  concurred. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortlcy  (amidst  the  general 
cry  of  Question,  question.)— Sir,  I  rise 
only  for  one  moment,  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Ponsonby),  whether  at  the  time  he  made 
his  communication  to  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, he  was  himself  lord  chancellor  of 
Ireland,  and  the  duke  of  Bedford  lord 
lieutenant. 

Mr.  Ponsonby,  I  was  at  the  time  lord 
chancellor  of  Ireland,  arid  the  noble  duke 
lord  lieutenant. 

Mr.  Stuart  Worthy.  Then,  Sir,  I  can 
only  say,  that  under  those  circumstances, 
such  a  communication  was,  in  my  opinion, 
to  say  the  best  of  it,  a  piece  of  high  indis- 
cretion. But,  however,  convinced  as  I  am 
of  the  necessity  of  going  into  the  proposed 
enquiry  without  delay,  I  shall  give  my  ? ote 
for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grattan  waved  his  right  of  reply- 
ing, observing,  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  lately  sat  down,  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) had  so  ably,  and  so  eloquently  an* 
swered  every  argument  against  the  mo- 
tion, that  he  should  hurt  the  cause,  was  he 
to  add  another  word  to  his  eloquent  oration. 

The  Question  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  House  divided,  when  there  appeared. 
Ayes  215;  Noes  300.  Majority  against 
going  into  a  committee  on  the  Catholic 
Claims,  85.— Adjourned  at  half-past  six, 
Saturday  morning. 

List  of  the  Minority* 


Mr.  Graitan^s  Motion,  ifc. 

Coke,  E.  Knight,  Robt. 

Colbourne,  N.  W.  R.    Knox,  hon.  T. 
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Abercrombie,  hon.  J. 
Adair,  R. 
Althorpe,  vise. 
Anson,  6. 
Antonie,  W.  L. 
AsUey,  sir  J. 
Aubrey,  sir  J. 
Barham,  J.  F. 
Bligh.  T. 
Bernard,  Scrop  e 
Bcnnet,  R.  H.  A. 
Bennet,  hon.  H. 
Bouverie,  hon.  £f; 
Bagenal,  W. 
Binning,  lord 
Blachford,  B.  P. 
Bewicke,  C. 
Biddulpb,  R.  M. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Brougham,  H. 
Browne,  A. 
Bunbury ,  ni  C« 


Brooke,  lord 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Buske,  W. 
Butler,  hon.  J. 
Byng,  G. 

Bradshaw,  boo.  A.  C. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Bourne,  W.  S. 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Chaloner,  R. 
Canning,  rt.  boD.  G. 
Canning;,  G. 
Calcraft,  T. 
Calvert,  N. 
Craig,  J. 
Clonmell,  earl 
Cowper,  hon.  L.  S. 
Cockerellf  sir  C. 
Cocks,  J. 
Coke,  T.  W. 


Combe,  H.  C. 
Creevey,  T. 
Cuthbert,  J.  R. 
Daly,rt.  hon.D.  B. 
Dillon,  hon.  H.  A. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Dundas,  C. 
Diindas,  hon.  L. 
Dundas,  hon.  C.  L. 
Eden,  bon.  G. 
Elliot,  rt.  bon.  W. 
Ellis,  C.  R. 
Evelyn,  L. 
Fellovres,  hon.  N. 


Lambton,  R.. 
Langton,  col. 
l^each,  J. 
Lemon,  C. 
Lemon,  J. 
Latouche,  J. 
Latouche,  R. 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Lester,  B.  L. 
Lloyd,  sir  E. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Longman,  G. 
Lvttleton,  hon.  W. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Maddocks,  W.  A. 
Markbam,  J. 


Ferguson,  R.  C. 

Fitzgerald,  A. 

Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  M.    Martin,  H. 

Fitzgerald,  lord  H.        Martin,  R. 

Fitzpatrick,  rt.  hon.  R.    Mahon,  bon.  S. 


Fitzroy,  lord  C. 
Fitzroy,  lord  W. 
Foley,  J. 
Folkes,  lir  M. 
F(»lke8tone,  vise. 
Forbes,  vise. 
Frankland,  W. 
French,  A. 


Freemantle,  W.  (Tel-    Moore,  P 


Marr>at,  Jos. 
Matthew,  hon.  M. 
Meade,  hon.  J. 
Maule,  lion.  W. 
Mildmay,  sir  H« 
MilU,  Wm. 
Milton,  vise. 
Montgomery,  sir  H. 


ler) 
Cell,  P. 
Giles,  D. 
Goddard,  J. 
Grant,  C. 
Gordon,  W, 
Gower,  earl 
Gower,  lord  G.  L, 
Greenough,  G.  B. 
Grant,  G.M. 
Grey,  hon.  W.  B. 
Greenhill,  R. 
Greenfell,  P. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Grattan,  rt.  bon.  H. 
Halsev,  Jos. 
Hamilton,  sir  H. 
Ilaobury,  W. 

Herbert,  hon.  W. 

Hibbert,  G. 

Hippisley,  sir  J.C. 

Homer,  F. 

Howard,  Heniy 

Howard,  hon.  W. 

Howartb,  H. 

Hughes,  W.  L. 

Hume,  W.  H. 

Hutchinson,  hon.  C. 

Huskisson,  W. 

Hurst,  R. 

Hussey,T. 

Hobbouse,  B. 

Herbert,  H.  A, 

Hamilton,  H. 

Jekyll,  J. 

Joliife,  H. 

KensingtoDi  lord 


Morpeth,  vise. 
Mosley,  sir  O. 
Mostyn,  sirTbos.    . 
Myers,  T. 
Nugent,  lord 
Newpoit,  rt  hon.  lit 

John 
Neville,  hon.  R* 
North,  D. 
O'Brien,  sir  E. 
O'Callaghan,  J. 
Odell,  W. 
Oglander,  sirW* 
Ord,  W. 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Paget,  hon.  E. 
Paeet,  hon.  C« 
Palmer,  C.  / 

Peirse,  H. 
Pelbam,  hon.  C. 
Pelham,  hon.  G. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Prendergasty  M. 
Pocbin,  C. 

Ponsonby,  rt  h.  GeOh 
Ponsonby,  hon.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 
Paniell,  H. 
Power,  R. 
Poyntz,  W.  8. 
Price,  R. 
Prittie,  bon.  F. 
Pym,  F. 

auinn,  bon.  WindhtOi 
Ridlev.  sir  M.  W. 
RomulyiSirSb 
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St.  Aubyn,  sir  J. 
Salusbury,  sir  R. 
Savage,  F. 
Saville,  A. 
Soudamore,  R.  P. 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Sharpe,  R. 
Shaw,  R. 


Taylor,  W. 
Temple,  earl 
TempletowD,  tisc. 
Thornton,  H. 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Tighe,  William 
TowDshend,  lord  J. 
Tracey,  C.  H. 


Sheridan,    right   hon.  Trench,  col. 

Richard  Brinsley  Vernon,  G.  V. 

Shipley,  W.  Walpole,  hon.  G. 

Simpson,  hon.  J.  Ward,  hon.  J.  W. 

Sinclair,  G.  Warrender,  sir  G. 

Smith,  G.  Western,  C.C. 

Smith,  J.  Wharton,  J. 

Smith,  Wm.  Whitbread,  S. 

Speirs,  A.  Wilkins,  W. 

Soraerville,  sir  M.  Williams,  O. 

Stanley,  lord  WinningtOD,  sir  T. 

Talbot,  R.  W.  Wrottesley,  H. 

Tar]eton,B.  Wynn,  C, 

Tavistock,  marquis  Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 

The   following  gentlemen   paired   off 
favour  of  Mr.  Grattan's  Motion. 


m 


Baring,  sir  T. 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Campbell,  G. 


Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Miller,  sirT. 
Russell,  lord  W. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  April  27. 

Orders  in  Council.]  The  Earl  of 
Derby  (>resenied  a  Petition  from  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  &c.  of  Liverpool,  against 
the  Orders  in  Council.  His  lordship  stated, 
that  (i,000  signatures  were  attached  to  the 
Petition,  and  observed,  that  he  was  au- 
thorised by  the  deputation  from  whom  he 
received  the  Petition,  testate. that thev did 
not  conceive  that  the  Declaration  recently 
issued  by  his  Majesty's  government  would 
have  the  effect  of  at  all  relieving  the  dis- 
tresses which  the  petitioners  suffered  in  con- 
sequence of  the  operation  of  the  Orders  iu 
Council. 

Ttie  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  adverting  to  the 
object  of  the  Petition,  observed,  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  was  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  (Mr. 
Hose,)  had  in  a  conference  with  a  deputa* 
tion  of  manufacturers  upon  the  subject 
stated,  that  England  and  France  were  like 
two  persons  with  their  heads  in  two  pails 
of  water,  and  the  trial  must  be  which 
coulil  stand  drowning  the  longer.  The 
Declaration  issued  by  ministers  made  the 
continuance  of  this  system  depend  upon 
the  pleasure  of  Buonaparte,  and  if  he 
thought  he  saw  the  English  merchant  was 
more   in   danger   of    drowning    than   the 
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French  merchant,  was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  he  would  not  still  continue  the  system  ? 

Earl  BathtarH  obstirved,  that  the  right 
hon.  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  publicly  contradicted  the  use  of 
the  expression  which  had  been  attributed 
to  him,  and  which  had  been  mentioned  by 
the  noble  lord. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended,  that 
the  public  contradiction  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  amounted  only  to  this,  that  ho 
had  been  hardly  dealt  with,  with  respect 
to  the  expression  attributed  to  him,  but 
not  to  a  denial  of  the  expression  itself. 

iNFORtitATioNs  Ex-Off  1CI0.]  Lord  HoU 
loYUif  adverted  to  the  motion  he  formerly 
made  relative  to  Informations  Ex  Officio, 
and  stated  his  object  now  to  be,  to  present 
a  Bill  or  Bills  to  the  House  relative  to  this 
extraordinary  and  anomalous  mode  of 
proceeding.  He  was  not,  however,  fully 
prepared,  and  he  therefore  merely  now 
mentioned  the  subject,  that  he  might  not 
be  thought  to  be  acting  unfairly  if  he  intro- 
duced his  intended  measure  at  a  very  shorl 
notice* 

VoTB  Of  Thanks  to  the  Earl  op  Wbi* 

LINGTON,  &C.  FOR  THE  CAPTURE  OF  BADi^ 

joz.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose,  pursuant 
to  notice,  to  move    the  Thanks  of  tho 
House  to  the  Earl  of  Wellington,  and  those 
divisions  of  the  army  which  were  concern- 
ed in  the  capture  of  Badajoz.     In  calling 
their  lordships'  attention  to  this  gallant  ex- 
ploit, it  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to 
observe,  that  the  operation  combined  in 
itself  the  two  circumstances  which  had  al- 
ways been  considered  as  constituting  the 
best  title  to  the  honour  of  their  lordships' 
thanks, — first,  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
ject, and  next  the  magnitude  of  the  effort, 
and  the  obstinacy  of  the  resistance  en- 
countered.    If  they  looked  at  the  military 
history  of  Badajoz  in  this  as   well  as  in 
former  wars  In  the  peninsula,  they  would 
find,  that  situated  on  the  southwest  frontier 
of  Spain,  this  fortress  had  always  been  re- 
garded as  an  object  of  primary  impor- 
tance.    In  former  wars  it  had  stood  many 
severe  sieges;  and  it  was  somewhat  singu* 
lar,  that  the  efforts  then  made  to  reduce 
it  had  never  been  successful.     In  the  year 
1658,  when  the  struggle  for  Portuguese 
independence  took  place,  this  fortress  was 
deemed  an  important  object  for  the  Portu- 
guese,  and  it  was  accordingly  attacked 
with  vigour.     The  Portuguese  were  more 
than  four  months  in  prosecuting  the  sieg9 
(3X) 
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—they  last  half  their  army,— and,  after 
all,  the  attempt  proTed  unaTailing,  and  the 
enterprise  was  aluuidoned.  In  the  war  of 
1705,  generally  Known  by  the  name  of 
the  Succession  War,  Badajoz  was  besieged 
by  the  English,  Dutch,  and  Portogoese 
troops,  under  the  command  of  an  ancestor 
of  a  noble  lord  whom  he  had  in  his  eye. 
A  most  gallant  ellbrt  was  made  on  that  oc- 
casion ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  particular 
circumstances,  it  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  successful :  but  in  14  days  from 
the  opening  of  the  trenches,  the  attempt 
was  unavoidably  given  up  as  hopeless.  In 
the  course  of  the  present  war  in  the  penin- 
sula, also,  Badajoz  had  been  considered  as 
an  object  of  the  greatest  military  impor- 
tance/ Their  lordships  might  remember, 
that  ID  the  early  part  of  the  last  year,  the 
place  was  attacked  by  the  French  under 
the  command  of  marshal  Soult.  Thev 
broke  ground  on  the  3d  of  Feb.  and  met 
with  a  most  gallant  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  governor,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command.  The  resistance  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  effectual,  or  the 
capture  of  the  place  would  have  at  least 
been  so  long  delayed,  as  to  have  contri- 
buted essentially  to  ultimate  success  in  the 
contest,  had  not  the  governor  most  unfor- 
tunately died  early  in  the  month  of  March  ; 
and  whether  from  the  misconduct  of  his 
successor,  or  from  some  more  serious 
cause,  on  the  11th  of  March  the  fortress 
capitulated.  But  even  here  it  was  to  be 
observed,  that  the  French  under  the  able 
experienced  leader  whom  he  had  mention- 
ed, had  not  made  themselves  roasters  of 
the  place  till  after  a  siege  of  36  days.  At 
a  subsequent  period,  their  lordships  knew 
Badajoz  had  been  attacked  by  lord  Wel- 
lington when  the  French  collected  their 
troops  from  ail  quarters  of  the  peninsula. 
Their  northern  army,  which  they  called 
the  army  of  Portugal,  the  southern  army, 
the  troops  employed  in  the  eastern  parts  of 
the  peninsula,  and  detachments  from  the 
garrison  of  Madrid,  all  assembled  to  force 
the  allied  army  to  raise  the  siege,  or  risk  a 
general  battle  for  the  protection  of  its  ope- 
rations. With  such  a  force  advancing 
against  him,  lord  Wellington  did  not  feel 
it  prudent  to  continue  the  siege  and  give 
battle  to  the  enemy  at  the  same  time  ;  and 
therefore  with  the  greatest  judgment  and 
propriety  resolved  to  abandon  the  place. 
The  siege  could  not  then  have  been  re- 
newed till  the  month  of  June,  a  season  of 
the  year  when,  from  the  uiihealthiness  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  the  operations 


could  not  have  been  carried  on  witlMrat 
great  loss. 

In  the  present  year,  after  the  captnft 
of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  lord  WellingtOD  de- 
termined with  the  first  opportunity  to  di-' 
rect  his  efforts  against  Badajos.  It  vraa 
fairly  to  be  contemplated,  that  the  Freneh 
would  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
obstruct  these  sieges;  and,  therefore,  it 
was  an  object  of  the  utmost  importaoee  te 
get  possession  of  the  fortresses,  in  as  abort 
a  time  as  possible  from  the  commencemeBt 
of  the  operations.  Their  lordships  had  al- 
ready had  an  opportunity  of  expreaainc 
their  opinion  upon  the  siege  of  Ciodad 
Rodrigo.  That  place  had  been  taken 
with  a  rapidity  altogether  nnparallelefl^ 
and  utterly  astonishing  even  to  the  ene* 
my,  whose  commander  had  calculated 
that  he  would  have  been  in  time  enough 
for  its  relief,  if  he  arrived  there  at  aperiod^ 
which  turned  out  to  be  nine  or  ten  dayi 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  ita  capture.  The 
exertions  made  in  the  siege  of  Bad^|os 
were  not  less  extraordinary  than  those 
which  distinguished  the  attacks  ap6n 
Ciudad  Rodrigo.  Their  lordships  bad 
seen  the  proofs  of  the  strenuous  resistance 
made  on  that  occasion^— of  the  difiicolties 
encountered  in  the  course  of  the  siege ;  bnty 
notwithstanding  every  opposition,  in  12 
days  from  the  opening  of  the  trenches*  the 
place  was  in  the  possession  of  the  BriliA 
army.  In  looking  at  the  circumstances 
attending  this  noble  efibrt,  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  any  heart  not  to  feel  a  glow  of  ad- 
miration at  the  skill  and  decision  of  the 
commander,  and  the  gallantry  of  the  of- 
ficers and  troops.  The  conduct  of  gene- 
ral Picton  had  inspired  a  confidence  in 
the  army,  and  exhibited  an  example  of 
science  and  bravery  which  had  been  sor^ 
passed  by  no  other  officer.  His  exertions 
in  the  attack  on  the  6th  could  not  fail  to 
excite  the  most  lively  feelings  of  admira- 
tion. It  appeared  that  three  practicable 
breaches  had  been  made,  that  the  enemjr 
had  expected  the  attack  to  be  made  ^r 
these  breaches,  and  had  employed  every 
imaginable  means  for  effectual  resistance. 
That  resistance,  (he  had  this  from  an  ejpe- 
witness,)  was  one  of  the  most  formidable 
efforts  that  had  perhaps  ever  been  made 
in  any  war.  Their  lordships,  indeed^ 
might  judge  of  the  nature  of  that  eflR>rt« 
when  they  considered  its  eflfect  upon 
troops  certainly  not  liable  to  be  deterred 
by  difficulties  in  the  execution  of  any  ha- 
zardous enterprize,  whatever  might  be  the 
obstacles  to  be  surmounted.    On  the 
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hand  general  Picton,  and  on  the  other  ge- 
neral Walker,  however,  had  succeeded  by 
escalade,  at  the  extremities  of  the  place. 
It  was  impossible  to  contemplate  without 
admiration,  the  conduct  of  the  latter  at- 
tack, which  was  only  designed  as  a  feint  at 
first,  to  be  turned  into  a  real  attack  after- 
wards,   if   circumstances    should    allow. 
That  division  had  got  into  the  fortress  by 
escalade,  where  there  was  no  breach,  and 
in  the  face  of  a  strong  bastion.     It  was 
impossible  to  contemplate  this  occurrence 
without  feeling  it  due  to  general  Walker 
to  say, — and  a  higher  praise  could  not  well 
be  bestowed— that  his  conduct  bad  sus- 
tained  the  reputation  which  he  had  ac- 
quired on  former  occasions.      He  hoped 
he  would   live  to  give  his  country  the  be- 
nefit of  those  farther  services  which  he  had 
proved  himself  so  capable  of  rendering. 
This  was  the  officer  who  had  distinguished 
himself  so  highly  at  the  battle  ofVimiera, 
w^here  he  commanded  the  50th  regiment, 
and  manoeuvred  it  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  defeat  the  efforts  of  a  body  of  the  ene- 
my   five  times  the  number  of  his  own 
troops.     So  conspicuous  had  been  bis  me- 
rit on  that  occasion,  that  the  French  ge- 
neral who  was  then  taken,  without  know- 
ing who  general  Walker  was,    earnestly 
desired  to  be  introduced  to  him,  stating 
that  he  had  done  what  he  had  never  seen 
done  before  in  any  battle.     He  thought  it 
due  to  general  Walker  to  advert  to  this 
circumstance,  and  be  had  only  farther  to 
say,    that  the  vigour,  promptitude,   and 
spirit,  which  this  excellent  officer  had  dis- 
played at  Vimiera,  were  at  least  equalled 
by   his  conduct  in  the  attack  of  Badajoa. 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  particu- 
larize the  conduct  of  other  officers  where 
all  had  so  eminently  distinguished  them- 
selves.    The  public  dispatches  must  have 
apprised  their  lordships  of  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  generals  Colville,  Kempt,  Bowes, 
and  the  other  officers  concerned  in  this  gal- 
lant enterprize.     There  was  one  circum- 
stance, however,  which  he  must  not  omit  to 
mention,  as   it  was  worthy  of  particular 
observation.     It  happened,  that,  owing  to 
the  indisposition  of  some  other  officers,  the 
command  of  a  roost  important  division  of 
the  troops,   the  light  division,  fell  upon  a 
young  officer,  not  above  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel.  This  was  colonel  Birnard, 
whose  conduct  had  been  spoken  of  with 
the   admiration  which  it  deserved.      He 
was  induced  by  several  considerations,  to 
advert  to  this  circumstance.      He  men- 
tioned it  because  be  had  the  honour  to 


knowihis  gallant  officer,  and  was  proud 
that  he   had  had   an  opportunity  of  so 
highly  distinguishing   himself.      But  he 
mentioned  it,  chiefly  with   another  and 
more  important  view,— that   of   calling 
their  lordships'  attention  to  the  race  of 
young  officers,  that  were  rising  under  the 
auspices  and  command  of  the  distinguish- 
ed leader  of  the  combined  armies.     Here 
was  a  body  of  officers  forming  under  lord 
Wellington,  which    would    constitute    a 
shield  of  strength,  such  as  had,  perhaps^ 
never  before  existed  in  any  other  country, 
or,  indeed,  in  this,  on  any  former  occasion. 
Having  said  thus  much  of  the  gallant  ex- 
ploit for  which  he  called  for  their  lord- 
ships' thanks,  and  of  the  merits  of  those 
concerned  in  it,  he  felt  it  impossible  not 
to  touch  on  the  loss  which  our  army  bad 
sustained.     On  that  subject,  there  could 
be  but  one  feeling  in  the  House,  and  in  the 
country  at  large.      But  he    hoped   the 
friends  and  relatives  of  those  who  so  glo- 
riously fell,  would  derive  consolation  from 
the  fame  of  the  illustrious  dead  ;  from  the 
reflection  that  they  had   performed  the 
most  eminent  service  to  their  country,  and 
that  if  they  had  fallen,  they  fell  not  ia 
vain.     They  had  died  in  a  glorious  cause, 
under  a  commander,  who  was  regarded 
by  the  army  with  the  most  enthusiastic 
admiration,  and  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty 
the  most  essential  for  promoting  the  far* 
ther  success  of  the  war.     In  looking  at  this 
part  of  the  subject  as  a  parliament  and  a 
nation,  they  must  have    observed,   that 
there  was  no  point  of  lord  Wellington's 
conduct  more  remarkable  than  his  anxiety 
on  all  occasions  to  spare  the  lives  of  the 
men  under  bis  command  as  much  as  possi- 
ble.    He  had  had  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing more  fully  than  most  others,  that  it 
was  the  ruling  principle  of  his  conduct, 
never  to  endeavour  to  gain  by  a  battle 
that  which  he  could  gain  without  it.   This 
was  a  proper  principle  on  all  occasions, 
and  under  all  circumstances ;   but  more 
particularly  with  regard  to  this  country. 
Their  lordships  had  seen  how  persever- 
ingiy  lord  Wellington  had  acted  on  thta 
principle  in  the  operations  at  Torres  Ve- 
dras.     His  language,  then,  was  this — '*  I 
have  an  opportunity  of  attacking  the  ene- 
my with  a  full  confidence  of  success;  bat 
1  think  I  can  accomplish  my   purpose 
without  it,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  expose 
the  lives  of  my  men  to  unnecessary  ha- 
zard."    On  other  occasions  lord  Welling- 
ton had  acted  on  the  same  principle.     The 
attainment  of  the  present  object  had  been. 
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indeed,  attended  with  great  loss  to  the 
British  army ;   but  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected, that   nothing    was    niore    to    be 
avoided  than  a  protracted  operation  ;  and 
even  with   a  view  to  the  preservation  of 
the  lives  of  the  soldiers,  as  well  as  to  the 
ultimate   success  of  the  war,  the  attack 
upon   Badajoz    ought  to    be   considered 
as   a    most  judicious    enterprize.       The 
loss   ought    to    be    compared    with    the 
magnitude  of  the  object;  and  in  this  view 
it  would  be  found  to  be  less  in  the  present 
instance,  than  in  many  operations  at  the 
most  distinguished  period  of  our  military 
faisiory.      If  their  lordships  would  look 
at    the    operations    under    the    duke    of 
Marlborough,  they  would  find  that  at  the 
sie^e  of  Lisie,  the  allied  armies  had  lost 
12,000    men;    at    the    siege    of  Doua)', 
8,000;  at  the  siege  of  Aire,  7,000;  and  at 
thfr^  siege  of  Ton  Ion,  where  they  failed, 
J  3,000  men.     The  loss  in  an  attack  such 
as  that  on  Badajoz,  might  indeed  be  se- 
vere ;   but,  however  much  to  he  regretted, 
it    must    be     regarded    as    in    all    pro- 
bability less  than  that  of  a  protracted  siege. 
There  was  one  other  point  to  which  he 
was  desirous  of  calling  their  lordships'  at- 
tention before  he  concluded.     Their  lord- 
ships must  have  observed   with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  that  the  military  operations  of 
this  country  had,  wiihin  these  few  years, 
assumed,  an  entirely  new  character.     This 
be   said,   without  Ly   any  means  under- 
valuing its  efforts  in  former  wars;  but 
such  was  now  the  state  of  the  world,  that 
in  addition  to  strength  and   resources,  a 
nation,  in  order  to  be  secure,  must  com- 
bine with  that  strength  all  the  advantages 
of  art  and  science.     The  operation  now 
under  consideration  could  not  fail  to  sug- 
gest the  remarks  which  he  had  just  made. 
On  all  occasions,  indeed,  British  troops 
had  shewn  the  most  distinguished  and  pre- 
eminent valour  in  the  field,  but  in  the 
course  of  the  last  century,  thev  had  been 
but  little  accustomed  to  the  science  of  at- 
tack upon  fortified  places.    If  they  had 
still  been  defective  in  that  species  of  war- 
fare therefore,  we  ought  not  to  have  been 
disheartened, — we  ought  to  have  known 
that  our  soldiers  would  from  experience 
acquire  this  art  if  essentially  necessary; 
but  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  from  the 
attacks  upon  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Badaj«z, 
that  if  our  troops  were  the  best  in  Europe 
in  the  field,  which    he    supposed  none 
would  dispute  with  us,  they  were  also  not 
less  formidable  in  attacks  upon  fortified 
pl^^s.    It  ivas  well  known  what  r^ist- 
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ance  these  places  were  capable  of  making 
and  had  made  against  other  forces ;  and 
it  was  known,  also,  that  before  the  Britiah 
army  under  lord  Wellington,  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo had  fallen  in  eleven  days,  and  Bada* 
joz  in  twenty.  All  this  must  afford  pecu* 
liar  satisfaction  to  those  who  looked  upon 
the  course  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula  as 
affording  the  best  hopes  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess in  the  contest.  They  must  feel  the 
high  importance  of  this  operation :  and 
even  to  those  who  doubted  or  thought  dif* 
ferently,  if  any  now  did  so,  it  must  appear 
a  great  advantage.  They  could  not  but  see 
what  strength  it  afforded  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  if  the  battle  were  to  be 
fought  on  our  own  ground,  in  the  discipline 
and  frkill  which  must  be  acquired  in  the 
course  of  thece  operations,  by  such  a  Bri« 
tish  army,  under  such  a  leader.  He  con« 
eluded  by  moving  the  Thanks  of  the  House 
to  the  general,  the  ofiicers,  and  troops,  ta 
the  uttual  manner. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  he  had  al- 
ways acknowledged  the  great  talents  and 
services  of  lord  Wellington;    and  on  the  ' 
pre<$ent   occasion,  he  could  not  help  de- 
claring his  concurrence  with  the  noble  Se- 
cretary in  his  praises  of  that  distinguished 
military  character,  to  whose  high  merits 
he  was  happy   to  bear  his  warmest  testi- 
mony.    He  was  one  of  those  who  had  con- 
sidered all  the  hope  we  had  of  ultimately 
succeeding  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
peninsula,  as  resting  upon  the  skill  and 
activity   of  lord  Wellington ;    and    that 
hope  was  certainly  much  increased  by  the 
operation  for  which  their  lordships  were 
called  upon  to  vote  their  thanks.     In  no 
operation  of  the  war,  in  his  opinion,  had 
the  skill,  judgment,  and  decision  of  lord 
Wellington  been  more  marked,  both  as  to 
mode  and  time  of  action,  than  in  this.    He 
felt,  and  all  must  feel  the  afflicting  loss 
with  which  it  had  been  attended ;    bat 
though  the  loss  in  actions  of  this  kind  was 
more  apparent,  it  was  not  usually  greater 
than  the  losses   suffered    in    protracted 
sieges.    When  they  looked  at  the  moral 
effects  of  the  attainment  of  this  great  ob- 
ject,  they  would  probably  counterbalance 
the  loss,  severe  as  it  had  been.    He  look 
it  for  granted  that  it  was  necessary  either 
to  storm  the  place,  to  abandon  it,  or  risk 
an  action  with  Soult    The  time,  then,  was 
exactly  that  in  which  it  was  most  desirable 
for  the  British  that  the  place  should  be  at- 
tacked.   With  regard  to  the  hopes  of  nl- 
timate  success,  it  bad  always  been  his  prhd- 
ciple  not  to  mix  politipal  speculation  of 
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that  kind  with  motions  of  this  nature.  He 
uould  adbere  to  that  system  now.  But 
this,  however,  he  might  say,  that  it  was 
clear  the  French,  from  their  having  a  great 
deal  to  do  in  utherquarters,  or  for  some  rea- 
son or  other — had  not  been  able  to  make 
those  exertions  in  the  peninsula  for  the  at- 
tainment of  their  object,  which  they  had 
usually  made  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
That  was  certainly  a  ground  of  hope  ;  and 
if  the  new  government  of  Spain  would  act 
with  the  energy  necessary  to  secure  dis- 
cipline and  obedience  at  home,  and  adopt 
the  policy  of  cordial  trust  in  their  allies, 
and  of  conciliation  towards  America,  and 
by  these  means  place  such  great  resources 
in  the  hands  of  such  a  distinguished  mili- 
tary character  as  lord  Wellington,  the  ex- 
pectation of  saving  the  peninsula  might 
yet  be  realized.  We,  too,  perhaps,  bad 
our  prejudices  to  conquer,  and  our  exer- 
tions to  make  ;  but  certainly  the  best  that 
could  be  done  to  bring  the  contest  to  a  fa- 
vourable conclusion  might  be  expected 
from  the  talents  and  skill  of  lord  Welling- 
ton, and  the  eminent  valour  and  exertions 
of  the  army  under  his  command.  He 
heartily  concurred  in  the  motion. 

The  several  motions  were  then  made, 
and  agreed  to  unanimously. 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  April  27. 

Petitions  from  the  Woollen  Manu- 
facturers OF  Gloucester — Ship  Own- 
ers OF  Sunderland— Rope  Makers  of 
London — Also    from    Lancaster,    Wi- 

GAN,    hTOCKPORT,     ClITHEROE,    AND     Ru^ 
THERGLEN,    RESPECTING    THE    RENEWAL    OF 

THE  East-India  Company's  Charter.]  A 
Petition  of  the  woollen  manufacturers  of 
the  county  of  Gloucester,  and  other  per- 
sons inti-resied  in  the  woollen  trade,  was 
presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

**  i'hat  the  petitioners  humbly  beg 
leave  to  represent  .to  the  House,  that  by 
various  charters  granted  from  time  to  time 
to  the  East  India  Company,  the  peti- 
tioners have  for  a  long  series  of  years  been 
restricted  from  carrying  on  trade  with  a 
large  portion  of  the  globe,  whereby  the 
petitioners  have  been  deprived  of  those 
privileges  which  they  humbly  presume  to 
be  the  common  birthright  of  all  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  under  such  regulations  as 
the  policy  of  this  country  may* require: 
<ind  the  petitioners  further  beg  leave  hum- 
bly to  Slate  to  the  House,  that  they  cannot 
liut  regard  all  monopoly  ai  highly  in- 


jurious t«  the  general  interests  of  xhm 
country  at  large,  and  as  tending  greatly 
to  discourage  and  depress  that  spirit  and 
industry  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
prosperity  of  their  manufactures ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  therefore  have  deemed  it 
advisable  to  appeal  to  the  House,  in  tbo 
humble  but  confident  hope,  that  it  will 
consider  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  to  a  free  trade  to  all 
parts  of  the  British  empire,  and  other 
countries  in  amity  with  this  kingdom,  as 
amongst  the  first  and  most  important  ob« 
jects  of  legislative  regulation  ;  and  pray- 
ing the  House  to  take  the  subject  of  the 
renewal  of  the  Charter  to  the  East  India 
Company  into  its  most  serious  considera* 
tion,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  abo- 
lishing the  present  monopoly,  and  for 
opening  a  free  trade  to  alt  parts  of  X\m 
British  Empire,  and  other  countries  in 
amity  with  this  kingdom,  as  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  parliament  may  deem  most 
expedient/' 


A  Petition  of  the  ship  owners,  merchants^ 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  port  of  Sun* 
derland,  wai» .  also  presented  and  read  ; 
setting  forth, 

''  That  the  petitioners,  although  willing 
at  all  times  to  make  every  sacrifice  for  the 
honour  of  their  country,  cannot  help  statipg 
to  the  House,  the  depressed  and  deplorable 
state  of  the  shipping  and  manufactures  of 
this  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  monopoly  of 
the  East  India  Company,  however  expe- 
dient or  necessary,  at  the  grant  of  their  pre* 
sent  Charter,  is  as  the  petitioners  humbly 
conceive,  in  the  present  state  of  commerce 
and  of  the  world  no  longer  so,  and  it  is 
moreover  inconsistent  with  those  prin* 
ciples  which  are  universally  admitted  to 
be  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  com* 
merce ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  while 
they  lament  the  confined  and  fettered  state 
of  tne  trade  of  this  island  from  political 
circumstances,  humbly  conceive  the  abo* 
lition  of  the  East  India  monopoly  will  open 
an  extensive  market  for  British  manufac- 
tures, render  the  kingdom  less  dependant 
upon  an  intercourse  with  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  revive  the  declining  interest 
of  the  shipping  of  this  kingdom,  an  interest 
which  it  is  the  imperious  duty  of  every 
Briton  at  this  particular  crisis  to  support ; 
and  that  in  no  view  of  the  subject  can 
there  be  a  reason  why  the  East  India 
Company  should  be  allowed  a  monopoly, 
because  if  they  can  carry  on  the  trade  to 
greater  advantage  than  individuals  they 
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will  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  com- 
petition of  individuals,  and  if  they  cannot 
so  carry  it  on  they  ought  not  to  be  suffered 
to  uphold  their  monopoly  to  the  injury  of 
their  country;  and  that  the  petitioners 
forbear  to  enlarge  upon  the  decrease  of 
the  trade  of  the  East  India  Company,  not- 
withstanding the  great  increase  of'  their 
territorial  possessions,  they  forbear  also  to 
enlarge  upon  the  increase  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  trade  carried  on  by  foreign 
individuals,  who  have  ingrossed  into  their 
hands  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  East ;  knowing,  as  the 
petitioners  do,  that  all  these  facts  are  be- 
fore the  House,  and  not  doubting  that  they 
will  give  to  them  that  deliberate  considera- 
tion which  their  great  importance  de- 
mands :  and  that  the  petitioners  look  up 
with  confidence  to  the  House  as  their  re- 
presentatives and  natural  protectors ;  and 
do  indulge  a  most  confident  hope,  that  the 
House  will  not  suffer  their  serious  and 
weighty  interests  to  be  carried  to  any 
partial  considerations  ;  and  praying,  that 
the  House  will  adopt  the  necessary  mea- 
sures for  the  total  abolition  of  the  com- 
mercial monopoly  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany at  the  expiration  of  their  present 
Charter,  but,  in  the  event  of  the  House 
seeing  reasons  to  continue,  in  some  de- 
gree, a  commercial  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  Company,  the  petitioners  do  then 
niost  earnestly  implore,  that  they  will  not 
suffer  it  to  deprive  British  subjects  of  any 
privileges  which  are  allowed  to  neutral 
nations,  and  that  the  Charter  may  be  made 
subject  to  such jnodifications  and  additions 
as  may  best  promote  the  interest  of  ship- 
ping and  manufactures  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  leaving  open  to  the  capital,  the 
enterprize,  and  industry  of  British  mer- 
chants, all  the  islands  of  the  Indian  ocean, 
together  with  such  parts  of  the  continents 
of  Asia  and  Africa  as  to  the  House  may 
seem  expedient/' 

A  Petition  of  several  rope  makers  resi- 
dent in  the  port  of  London,  was  also  pre- 
sented and  read;  setting  forth. 

"That  the  petitioners  have  erected,  at  a 
irery  considerable  expence,  large  and  ex- 
tensive maitufactories  for  ropes  and  cord- 
age within  the  port  of  London,  and  that 
they  employ  therein  numerous  industri- 
ous individuals,  who  altogether  depend 
on  the  trade  of  the  petitioners  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  themselves  and  families ;  and 
that  the  outfit  of  British-built  ships  for  the 
service  of  the  East  India  Company^  and 
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the  intervening  supplies  of  ropes  and  cord* 
age  to  such  ships  during  their  respective 
charters,  have  hitherto  constituted  a  very 
considerable  proportion  of  the  trade  of 
the  petitioners;  and  that  they  view,  witb 
great  anxiety,  the  system  which  has  been 
introduced  by  the  East  India  Company^ 
not  only  of  employing  in  their  regnlmr 
and  private  trade  Indian  built  ships,  but  of 
their  open  encouragement  of  them  for  the 
general  trade  of  this  country ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  are  apprehensive  that,  in 
case  India  built  ships  are  allowed  to  be 
employed  in  the  trade  of  this  country, 
the  same  will  prove  ruinous  to  them  and 
to  the  numerous  individuals  who  are  de- 
pendent on  them,  and  also  injurious  to  the 
state,  it  being  well  known  that,  in  time  of 
war,  his  Majesty's  navy  is  largely  suppli* 
ed  with  ropes  and  cordage  from  the  pri* 
vate  manufactories,  the  artisans  therein 
employed  cannot  therefore  be  kept  up  at 
the  said  port  without  constant  employment, 
which  the  building  and  equipment  of  ships 
in  the  river  Thames  for  the  service  of  toe 
East  India  Company  have  hitherto  afford* 
ed ;  and  that  the  petitioners  do  not  pre* 
sume  to  enumerate  to  the  House  the  Tari* 
ous  national  and  private  evils,  which  will 
inevitably  result  from  a  continuance  of  this 
system,  which  must  affect  the  vital  into* 
rests  of  the  state,  and  tend  rapidly  to  ren* 
der  precarious  the  permanency  of  the 
naval  power  of  the  country,  besides  its 
injurious  effect  in  that  point  of  view,  the 
diversion  of  so  much  capital  from  Great 
Britain  will  be  seriously  detrimental  to 
its  prosperity,  and  be  the  means  of  raising 
a  naval  power  in  the  East,  which  may  mt 
no  distant  period  of  time  become  a  source 
of  annoyance  to  the  mother  country, 
which  so  improvidently  admitted  its  esta- 
blishment ;  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
recently  learnt,  with  great  surprise,  that, 
in  addition  to  the  India  built  ships  in  the 
service  of  the  East  India  Company,  they 
have  been  admitted  to  British  registry 
here,  and  that  several  of  them  are  now 
employed  in  the  general  carrying  trade 
of  Great  Britain :  many  of  these  ships,  it 
is  understood,  have  had  certificates  of  re* 
gistry  granted  to  them  in  this  country, 
some  on  the  certificates  firom  the  butlden 
or  other  persons  in  India,  and  others  from 
having  obtained  certificates  of  registry 
there,  but  by  what  authority  in  either  case 
the  same  have  been  allowed,  the  peti* 
tinners  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain, 
for  they  are  informed,  that  the  provisions 
of  the  register  acts  do  not  invest  the  Com* 
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pany's  officers  in  India  with  any  such  aa- 
thority,  but  that  the  same  can  only  be 
granted  by  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
customs,  who  are  specially  designated  by 
the  acts  referred  to  for  that  purpose ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  afraid,  unless  the 
House  shall  condescend  to  interfere,  and 
to  check  a  system  so  prejudicial  to  the 
maritime  interests  of  Great  Britain^  that 
the  petitioners,  in  common  with  all  others 
who  are  dependent  on  the  building  and 
equipment  of  British  built  ships*  most  in  a 
▼ery  few  years,  and  especially  on  the  re- 
turn of  peace,  abandon  their  establish- 
ments altogether,  as  they  will  not  possets 
the  means  of  maintaining  their  present 
extensive  manufactories,  and  consequently 
they  will  become  incapable  of  rendering 
any  assistance  to  the  public  service  on 
future  emergencies  when  the  exigences  of 
the  state  may  require  it ;  under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  petitioners  most  humbly 
pray,  that  in  future  East  India  built  ships 
may  be  prohibited  by  statute  from  being 
admitted  to  registry  and  to  the  privileges 
of  British  built  ships/' 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  ship  own- 
ers, tradesmen,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Lancaster,  was  also  presented 
and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  the  House,  that^  by  varioos 
charters  granted  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, for  a  long  series  of  years,  an  exclu- 
sive right  has  been  exercised  of  carrying 
on  the  trade  to  the  extensive  possessions 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  and  that  the 
petitioners,  having  assembled  together  at 
a  general  meeting,  have  resolved  to  ap- 
peal for  redress  to  the  House,  humbly 
praying,  that  the  Charter  to  the  East  India 
Company  may  not  be  renewed,  and  that 
the  petitioners  may  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
a  free  trade  in  common  with  ail  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects;  and  praying  the  House 
to  adopt  such  measures  for  abolishing  the 
commeiciai  monopoly  of  the  East  India 
Company,  as  to  them  may  seem  most  ex- 
pedient/' 

A  Petition  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bur- 
gesses, and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Wigan,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  was 
also  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  power  and  prosperity  of  the 
British  empire  depend  eminently  on  the 
extent  of  its  commerce,  and  that  it  is  the 
birthright  of  every  British  subject  to  share 
in  tiiat  commerce  to  the  full  extent  of  his 


industry  and  capital,  under  such  regula* 
tions  as  the  legislature  may  impose  equally 
on  all  adventurers;  and  that  all  roonopo* 
lies,  as  national  measures,  are  highly  im* 
politic,  ^tending  only  to  the  aggraiidize* 
ment  of  a  few  individuals,  the  obstruction 
of  commerce,  and  the  depression  of  pub- 
lic spirit  and  general  enterprize ;  and  thai 
the  depressed  state  of  the  commerce  and 
manufactures  of  this  empire,  the  embar* 
rassments  of  the  merchant  and  tradesman^ 
and  the  calamitous  condition  of  the  la* 
booring  poor,  call  imperiously  upon  ike 
legislature,  and  all  public  men,  to  adopt 
the  most  effectual  means,  consistently  witb 
the  national  honour,  for  their  relief ;  and 
that,  as  a  most  important  measure  of  thia 
nature,  the  petitioners  humbly  conceive 
that  the  commercial  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  Company  should  be  totally  discon- 
tinued at  the  termination  of  their  present 
Charter,  and  that  a  free  trade  to  every 
country  in  amity  with  this  empire  shoald 
be  open  to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and 
that  the  reasoning  adduced  to  shew  the 
expediency  of  maintaining  the  chartered 
privileges  of  the  East  India  Company, 
either  with  respect  to  China,  or  any  other 
of  the  coontries  to  which  they  extend,  a$ 
well  as  the  confining  of  the  trade  with 
those  countries  to  the  port  of  London,  u| 
the  bumble  opinion  of  the  petitioner^ 
proceeds  from  narrow  and  partial  views^ 
and  has  been  demonstrated  fallacious  by 
arguments  which  are  incontrovertible ; 
and  that  it  appears  to  the  petitioners,  that 
a  free  and  unrestricted  trade  to  India 
would  revive  the  manufactures  of  thia 
country^  extend  its  commerce,  and  alle- 
viate the  evils  which  press  so  heavily  on  a 
large  portion  of  the  community  ;  and 
praying,  that  the  House  will  adopt  such 
measures,  as  to  their  patriotism  and  wit* 
dom  may  seem  best,  for  the  abolition  of 
the  exclusive  commercial  monopoly  of  the 
East  India  Company,  and  for  the  general 
diffusion  of  Indian  commerce  to  every  part 
of  this  empire/' 

A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  manufac- 
turers and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Stockport,  was  also  presented  and  read  ; 
setting  forth, 

."  That  it  appears  to  the  petitioners 
that,  however  beneficial  or  even  necessary 
it  may  have  been,  in  the  infancy  of  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  to  grant  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  trade  to  the  East,  it  cannot 
now  be  compatible  with  the  national  inte- 
rests, and  ought  therefore  to  cease  entirely 
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%i  the  termination  of  the  present  Charter  of 
the  East  India  Company ;  and  that  if,  upon 
general  principles,  it  would  be  unwise  and 
inexpedient  to  renew  this  monopoly,  it  is 
more  especially  so  in  the  present  restricted 
state  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  nation, 
which  even  the  return  of  peace  cannot  be 
expected  to  restore  to  its  wonted  freedom ; 
and  that,  should  the  legislature,  in  its  wis- 
dom, see  fit  to  throw  open  the  commerce 
of  the  East,  its  liberal  intentions  will  be, 
in  a  great  measure,  frustrated,  should  there 
be  left  to  the  India  Company  any  direc- 
tion of,  or  controul  over,  the  private  trade ; 
and  that,  to  confine  the  importations  to 
the  port  of  London,  and  to  compel  the  pri- 
vate trader  to  sell  at  the  Company's  sales, 
will  equally  frustrate  these  intentions,  in 
as  far  as  the  petitioners  and  others  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  similarly  situated,  are 
concerned ;  for,  not  to  mention  the  addi- 
tional expence  and  delay  thereby  occa- 
sioned, they  will  be  prevented  from  im- 
porting, for  their  own  use,  the  cotton  wool, 
indigo,  and  other  raw  materials  of  the  East, 
which  would  be  their  chief  inducement  to 
and  advantage  from  engaging  in  the  trade ; 
and  that,  to  confine  the  importations  to  one 
place,  merely  for  the  convenience  of  col- 
lecting the  duties,  is  a  ruinous  policy,  in- 
jurious to  the  revenue  itself,  which  must 
ultimately  suffer  far  more  from  the  limited 
imports  of  a  trade  thus  shackled  than  it  can 
possibly  gain  by  any  difference  in  the  fa- 
cility of  collection ;  and  praying,  that  the 
House  will  refuse  its  sanction  to  the  pro- 
longation of  the  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  Company  beyond  the  term  of  their 
existing  Charter,  or  to  any  controul  by 
ithem  over  the  private  trade  to  the  East,  or 
to  limiting  to  one  port  the  privilege  of  im- 
porting from  thence ;  and  should  the 
House,  in  its  wisdom,  deem  it  expedient 
to  grant  pecuniary  aid  to  the  said  Com- 
pany* or  the  continuation  of  any  of  their 
exclusive  privileges,  the  petitioners  further 
pray,  that  such  grants  may  be  on  condi- 
tion of  their  immediately  opening  the  trade 
of  the  East  generally  to  his  Majesty  *s  sub* 
jects,  that  the  earliest  possible  relief  may 
be  thereby  afforded  to  the  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures of  this  nation  in  the  present 
most  pressing  exigency." 

A  Petition  of  the  bailiffs,  burgesses  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Clithe- 
roe  in  Lancashire,  was  also  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

'*  That  the  petitioners  consider  all  their 
fellow  subjects  as  having  a  right  to  a  free 
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trade  witb  all  parts  of  the  British  empire 
and  other  countries  in  amity  witb  this 
kingdom,  subject  only  to  such  general  re- 
gulations of  trade  as  the  policy  of  this 
country  may  require,  or  as  may  be  becea- 
sary  for  maintaining  the  relations  of  these 
realms  with  foreign  states,  and  securing  to 
government  those  revenues  which  may  be 
necessary  for  its  support;  and  that  they 
conceive,  that  the  great  object  of  ajl  le- 
gislative regulation  in  the  commercial  con- 
cerns of  the  country  is  the  protection  of 
this  equal  right  in  the  subject,  and  the 
further  extension  of  an  honourable,  juik, 
and  legitimate  commerce;  and  that  there* 
fore  all  monopolies  which  exclude  the  e»- 
neral  body  of  the  people  from  trading  with 
other  countries  are  in  derogation  of  the 
birthright  of  the  subject,  and  counteract 
the  chief  purpose  which  they  ought  to 
have  in  view ;  and  the  petitioners  humbly 
suggest,  that,  on  the  expiration  of  the 
East  India  Company's  present  grant,  the 
full  and  absolute  trade  to  India,  to  China^ 
and  other  Eastern  shores  and  seas,  reverts^ 
as  their  undoubted  birthright  and  inhe^ 
ritance,  to  the  subjects  of  these  realms, 
under  such  salutary  laws  for  regulating 
and  protecting  their  commerce  as  the  le- 
gislature, in  its  wisdom,  may  deem  neces- 
sary;  and  that  the  petitioners  further  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  the  monopoly  of  the 
East  India  Company  is  prejudicial  to  the 
general  interests  oi^^  the  country  at  large, 
discourages  that  commercial  spirit,  and 
cools  that  ardour  of  generous  and  liberal 
competition  which,  from  the  nature'  and 
local  situation  of  these  islands,  are  indis- 
pensable to  their  prosperity,  and  upon 
which  their  security  at  this  moment esien- 
tially  depends;  and  that  upon  these 
grounds  the  petitioners  unite  .with  their 
fellow  subjects  in  petitioning  the  House' 
for  the  abolition  of  the  commercial  mo* 
nopoly  of  the  East  India  Company  aa 
speedily  and  effectually  as,  in  its  united 
wisdom,  n>ay  be  judged  most  expedient." 

A  Petition  of  the  magistrates  and  com- 
mon council  of  the  burgh  of  Rutherglen, 
in  the  county  of  Lanark,  was  also  presented 
and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  amongst  the  many  evils  which 
a  war  of  nineteen  years  duration  has  pro- 
duced, none  have  more*"  sensibly  afiected 
that  part  of  the  country  than  the  present 
depressed  state  of  commerce  and  manufmc- 
tures,  owing  to  which  the  misery  amongst 
the  lower  classes  of  the  community  is  very 
great,  many  being  without  employmoit^ 
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and  others,  by  the  utmost  exertions  of  in- 
dustry, unable  to  procure  a  sufficiency  of 
food  ;  and  that,  under  these  circumstances 
so  afflictive,  the  petitioners  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  opening  the  trade  to  Hindos- 
tan  and  China,  to  the  enterprize  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  Kingdom^ 
might  tend  to  relieve  or  alleviate  these 
distresses  ;  and  praying  the  House  not  to 
grant  any  exclusive  privilege  to  the  hast 
India  or  any  other  Company  to  trade  to 
Hindostan  or  China." 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  the  Ship  Owners  of 
Sunderland  respecting  the  Orders  in 
Council.)  A  Petition  of  the  ship  owners 
of  the  port  of  Sunderland,  was  presented 
and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  cannot  but  view, 
with  serious  apprehension^  the  system  of 
granting  licences  to  bring  wood  into  this 
country  in  foreign  bottoms  continued,  a 
system  manifestly  tending  to  the  injury  of 
British  shipping,  and  directly  affecting  the 
trade  to  our  colonies  in  North  Attierica, 
the  only  trade  at  present  open  to  the  peti- 
tioners, the  political  situation  of  this  king- 
dom precluding  any  intercourse  with  the 
Baltic,  or  any  foreign  port  in  the  north  of 
Europe ;  and  that,  whilst  the  petitioners 
are  determinccj^  to  bear  every  burthen, 
and  to  make  every  sacrifice,  rather  than 
compromise  the  security  or  honour  of 
their  country,  they  cannot  but  feel  it  their 
duty  humbly  to  state  to  the  House,  that, 
in  almost  every  port  of  this  kingdom,  they 
see  the  flags  of  the  northern  states  dis- 
played in  proud  commercial  prosperity, 
when  the  British  flag  in  their  ports  is  no 
where  to  be  seen;  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  which  must  be,  amongst  others, 
a  rapid  improvement  in  a  foreign  race  of 
«eamen,  who  before  were  almost  unac- 
quainted with  nautical  affairs,  a  circum- 
stance, when  looked  at  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  of  most  alarming  importance  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  though  alive  to 
the  measures  recently  enacted  by  the  le- 
gislature, of  imposing  a  double  duty  on 
all  timber  brought  into  this  country  (ex- 
cept from  any  British  colony,  plantation, 
or  settlement  in  Africa  or  America)  still 
beg  leave  hambly  to  express,  that  foreign 
Tessels,  owing  to  their  being  so  cheaply 
navigated,  and  their  voyages  so  short,  can 
with  this  double  doty  attached  to  their 
cargoes,  import  wood  inio  this  country, 
and  sell  it  for  a  less  sum  than  it  is  possible 
for   the   British  ship  owner   to  do  from 
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America;  and  to  verify  this  assertion,  the 
petitioners  beg  leave  to  state  that  since  last 
August,the  time  when  thisdouble  duty  took 
place,  foreign  vessels  laden  with  timber, 
notwithstanding  the  subsequent  regulation 
compelling  them,  before  they  import  a 
cargo  to  export  one  of  a  specific  value,  have 
and  are  still  continuing  to  crowd  into  this 
kingdom  :  and  that  it  is  with  great  sensa- 
tions of  regret  the  petitioners  feel  com- 
pelled to  state  to  the  House,  that  the  cosd 
trade  has  been  in  a  depressed  state  these 
twelve  months,  and  has  now  become  alto* 
gether  ruinous,  owing  principally  to  an. in- 
flux of  vessels  seeking  employment  there* 
in,  that  heretofore  were  otherwise  en- 
gaged :  and  that,  although  the  petitioners 
feel  sensible  of  the  peculiarly  fettered  si- 
tuation of  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  they 
humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the 
House,  that  a  continuance  in  the  system 
of  granting  licences  to  foreign  vessels  to 
import  wood  into  this  country  mustspeedily 
tend  to  the  complete  ruin  of  the  shipping; 
and '  praying,  that  the  House  will  be 
pleased  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  infraction  of  the 
British  navigation  laws,  the  result  of  whose 
deliberations,  they  trust,  will  prove  the 
necessity  of  ceasine  to  grant  licences  to 
foreign  vessels  to  import  wood  into  tbit 
country,  or  otherwise  to  grant  the  peti- 
tioners such  relief  as  to  the  House  shall 
seem  meet/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  Liverpool  RESPECTiNCh 
THE  Orders  in  Council.]  General  Ga«- 
coj^e  said,  that  he  was  instructed  by  hit 
constituents  to  present  to  the  House  a  Pe- 
tition, signed  by  6,560  most  respectable 
individuals  of  the  town  of  Liverpool,  who 
in  the  space  of  only  four  days,  had  stepped 
forward  to  affix  their  signatures,  for  the 
purpose  of  praying  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  as  the  cause  of  the  com- 
mercial distress  which  affected  not  that 
place  merely,  but  the  country  in  general. 
The  majority  of  the  persons  whose  names 
now  appeared  at  the  foot  of  the  Petition, 
were  those  who  had  signed  a  Petitioa 
against  the  Orders  in  Council  when  those 
measures  first  originated,  and  had  then 
foretold  the  calamities  which  the  trade  of 
Liverpool  had  since  suffered  from  the  ef- 
fects of  those  Orders,  and  from  the  closing 
of  the  ports  of  America.  The  melan<:holy 
statement  of  the  actual  condition  of  Liver- 
pool, which  was  inserted  in  the  Petition, 
was  unwillingly  obtruded  upon  tbe  fed- 

(3  Y) 
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Jfigs  of  the  House,  in  consequence  of  the 
contradiction  given  upon  this  suhject  to 
the  information  which  an  hon.  member 
(Mr.  Creevey)  had  deemed  it  right  to  af- 
ford. Upon  the  general  question  he  would 
now  say  nothing,  but  merely^  move  that 
the  Petition  be  brought  up.— The  ques- 
tion having  been  put, 

Mr.  Cre<T€y  referred  to  the  6,560  wit- 
nesses who  in  this  Petition  bore  ample 
testimony  of  the  perfect  truth  of  the  asser- 
tions he  had  made  regarding  the  real  mi- 
series of  the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool. 

General  Tarkton  observed,  that  the  ac- 
counts he  had  obtained,  and  which  he  had 
communicated  to  parliament  on  a  former 
occasion,  in  opposition  to  the  allegations 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  were  derived  from 
the  most  respectable  authority. 

Mr.  Wharton  bore  witness  to  the  de- 
ference due  to  the  quarter  to  which  the 
hon.  general  was  indebted  for  his  intelli- 
gence, and  stated  that  he  had  himself  re- 
ceived letters  corroborating  the  facts  for- 
merly brought  before  the  House. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

■  "  That  the  petitioners  are  compelled, 
by  the  most  urgent  necessity,  to  lay  their 
distresses  and  their  grievances  before  the 
House ;  and  that  the  general  depression 
of  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
country  has  been  particularly  felt  by  the 
town  and  port  of  Liverpool ;  that  the 
trade  has  rapidly  declined  ;  and  that  the 
more  laborious  part  of  the  inhabitants,  con- 
listing  of  shipwrights,  ropemakers,  sail- 
makers,  carpenters,  porters,  carters,  and 
labourers,  with  their  numerous  families, 
Are  reduced  to  a  state  of  unexampled  suf- 
fering and  distress;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  heard,  with  surprize  and  in- 
dignation, that  statements  have  been  made 
tending  to  keep  the  House,  and  the  coun- 
try at  large,  in  ignorance  of  the  real  state 
of  that  populous  town,  and  denying  facts 
which  are  but  too  grievously  notorious  to 
every  inhabitant  of  the  place  ;  and  that  it 
is  not  true,  as  the  petitioners  understand  it 
has  been  publicly  represented,  that  there 
were  not  more  than  from  3,000  to  4,000 
persons  whose  necessities  entitled  them  to 
support  and  assistance  from  a  public  sub- 
scription of  the  inhabitants,  entered  into 
for  tiiat  purpose  ;  and  that  it  is  not  true 
that  not  a  single  shipwright  is  out  of  em- 
ploy in  Liverpool,  who  is  willing  to  work ; 
and  that  the  fact  is,  that  the  distresses  of 
the  labouring  part  of  the  community  and 
thttir  taniilies  having  rendered  relief  indiji- 


pensably  necessary,  a  public  subscription 
was  entered  into  for  that  object  in  the 
month  of  December  last,  by  which  nearly 
16,000  persons  were  in  one  week  relieved  ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  compute  the 
number  of  persons  so  receiving  relief  to 
have  been  at  least  one-sixth  part  of  the 
present  population  of  the  town ;  and  that 
the  falshood  of  the  assertion,  that  there  it 
no  want  of  employ  for  those  who  are  wil* 
ling  to  work,  is  apparent  through  tlut 
whole  town  of  Liverpool,  amidst  all  ita 
docks,  on  all  its  quays,  and  in  every  street^ 
where  numbers  of  industrious  mecbanicf» 
many  of  whom  are  free  burgesses  of  the 
town,  are  seen  without  employment^  whilst 
others  are  compelled  by  their  neceseiti^ 
to  solicit  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  for 
charitable  aid ;  and  that,  in  addition  to 
the  want  of  employ,  the  distressed  situa- 
tion of  the  town  is  aggravated  by  the 
present  high  and  rapidly  increasing  price 
of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  from  which 
evils,  if  some  relief  cannot  he  obtuned» 
by  the  speedy  interference  of  the  House, 
the  petitioners  cannot  but  apprehend  the 
most  alarming  and  fatal  consequences; 
and  that  it  appears  to  the  petitioners  to  he 
as  impious  as  it  is  unjust,  to  attribute  the 
distresses  which  afiect  the  country  princi- 
pally to  the  dispensations  of  ProvideDce, 
as  to  the  productions  of  the  soil,  or  to  any 
other  cause  which  the  interference  of  tlie 
House,  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
branches  of  the  legislature,  may  not  in  a 
great  degree  remove ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  heard,  with  real  alarm,  that  e 
high  and  confidential  servant  of  the  crown 
did,  in  the  presence  of  his  Majesty'*  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  of  a  respect- 
able deputation  from  the  inhabitants  of  a 
large  manufacturing  town,  lately  make 
use  of  language  which  appears  to  the  pe« 
titioners,  from  the  time  and  occasion  on 
which  it  was  introduced,  to  deTelope  the 
views  and  intentions  of  ministers  more 
decisively  than  thousands  of  state  pmpen 
and  public  documents;  and  shews  that 
they  are  prepared  to  risk  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  country  on  the  further  prose* 
cution  of  measures  which  have  already 
reduced  it  to  its  present  unexampled  state 
of  suffering ;  and  that  the  petitionera  can- 
not but  avow  to  the  House,  their  meal 
solemn  conviction  that  the  distresses  of  the 
country  are  primarily  occasioned  by  the 
present  ruinous  and  long  protractea  war» 
by  the  sacrifice  of  the  manufacturing  lud 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  to 
war^  measures  injurious  only  to  ourselrc% 
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thereby  destroying  and  drying  up  the 
very  sources  of  revenue,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, by  the  Orders  in  Council  affect- 
ing in  their  operation  our  trade  with  neu- 
tral states ;  and  that  the  consequences  of 
these  Orders  are  more  particularly  felt  in 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  where,  during  the 
year  1807,  being  immediately  prior  to  the 
operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  480 
American  vessels,  independently  of  other 
neutral  ships,  were  cleared  out,  and  where, 
in  the  course  of  six  months,  in  the  year 
1S09,  when  the  effect  of  such  Orders  was 
understood  to  be  suspended  by  negocia- 
tion,  336  American  vessels  were  cleared 
out,  which  ships  were  laden  almost  entire- 
ly with  British  manufactures,  having  af- 
forded in  their  outfit  profitable  employ- 
ment to  great  numbers  of  merchants, 
tradesmen,  mechanics,  and  labourers  of 
the  town  of  Liverpool ;  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
vember, 1 807,  continued  in  certain  of  their 
provisions  by  another  Order  in  Council  of 
the  26th  of  April,  1809,  the  shipments  from 
neutral  states  to  that  port  are  become  very 
inconsiderable;  and  that,  in  particular, 
the  merchants  of  the  American  states, 
being  by  local  regulations  of  their  own 
government  prevented,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Orders  in  Council,  from 
importing,  in  return  for  their  cargoes,  the 
manufactures  of  this  country,  are  com- 
pelled to  draw  bills  of  exchange  for  the 
proceeds  of  their  shipments,  which  bills 
have  been  for  some  months  last  past  at  a 
discount  in  the  United  Statesof  15  to20per 
cent.,  and  are  now  nearly  unsaleable  at  any 
price  ;  a  circumstance  felt  at  the  present 
time  with  particular  pressure  by  this 
country,  from  its  enhancing  the  price  and 
greatly  diminishing  the  quantity  of  grain 
and  flour  imported  from  America;  and 
that,  whilst  the  direct  effect  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  has  been  to  diminish  and  injure 
the  revenues,  commerce,  and  manufactures 
of  these  kingdoms,  they  have  also  com- 
pelled neutrals  to  rely  upon  their  own 
eflbrts  for  those  articles  which  were  before 
supplied  by  this  country,  and  notoriously 
to  establish  manufactories  of  various  kinds, 
which  must  eventually  lead  to  an  exclu- 
sion of  British  manufactures,  and  thereby 
render  permanent  those  evils  which  are  at 
present  experienced ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tionerscannotbutcontemplatewiththemost 
pointed  sentiments  of  disapprobation,  the 
system  of  a  licensed  trade  with  the  enemy, 
by  which  a  power  of  dispensing  with  the 
laws  is  vested  in  the  minister  for  the  time 


being,  and  has  been  exercised,  as  the  pe« 
titioners  humbly  apprehend,  to  a  most  dan- 
gerous and  alarming  extent :  that  the  di- 
rect and  immediate  effect  of  such  measures 
is  the  increase  of  the  naval  power  of  our 
enemies,  the  transferring  the  commerce  of 
this  country  to  hostile  and  foreign  traders, 
and  the  encouragement  of  crimes  which 
destroy  all  confidence  amongst  civilized 
states,  and  which,  when  limited  in  their 
effects  to  these  realms,  are  punished  witk 
the  most  exemplary  severity ;  the  peti* 
tioners  therefore  most  humbly,  but  confi* 
dently,  call  upon  the  House  to  vindicate 
the  national  character,  and  to  mark  with 
due  reprobation  a  system  of  intercourse 
involving  the  breach  of  all  moral  obliga- 
tion, highly  dangerous  to  the  ultimate 
safety  of  the  country,  and  supported  by 
perjury,  forgery,  and  fraud  ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  humbly  conceive  that  these  and 
many  other  evils  would  be  done  away  by 
withdrawing  the  Orders  in  Council,  that 
such  a  measure,  by  restoring  a  free  inter- 
course between  this  country  and  neutral 
states,  wouldTelieve  the  nation  in  general, 
and  the  town  of  Liverpool  in  particular, 
from  great  and  increasing  distress,  would 
open  and  restore  to  our  manufacturers  the 
most  Taluable  markets  which  our  country 
ever  possessed,  would  encourage  the  ship- 
ments and  importation  of  grain  and  flour» 
now  so  indispensably  necessary  to  the 
supply  of  these  islands,  would  again  afford 
employment  to  the  laborious  part  of  the 
community,  and  would,  as  the  petitioners 
are  fully  convinced,  be  found  a  speedy 
and  substantial  remedy  for  a  great  part  of 
our  present  evils,  and  a  security  against 
those  much  greater  calamities  which  ap- 
pear to  be  rapidly  approaching,  and  which 
the  petitioners  cannot  contemplate  without 
sentiments  too  alarming  to  be  expressed ; 
and  praying,  that  the  House  will  take  this 
subject  into  their  immediate  considera- 
tion, and  will  afford  the  petitioners  such 
relief  as  the  House  may  in  its  wisdom 
thnk  fit." 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  be  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  give  the  most  positive  con- 
tradiction to  one  paragraph  in  the  Peti- 
tion which  referred  immediately  to  him- 
self, and  which  was  founded  on  the 
grossest  misrepresentation.  It  referred  to 
a  meetihg  between  him  and  a  committee 
of  gentlemen  from  Birmingham,  at  which 
his  right  hon.  friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  was  present,  and  the  member 
for  the  county  of  Warwick.  Instead  of 
using   any  language  which   could  lead 
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the  gentlemen  to  think  that  ministers  were 
insensible  to  the  distresses  represented  to 
tbem>  he  appealed  to  all  who  had  been 
present  if  the  whole  of  the  conversation 
did  not  show  that  goTemment  gave  full 
credit  to  the  statement  made ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Rose)  expressly  allowed^  that  the  iron  ma- 
nufactories of  Birmingham  were  peculiarly 
injured    by  the    existing  obstruction  of 
trade  with  the  United  States ;  and  deeply 
lamented  that  nothing  could  be  done  for 
their  relief.     He  denied  in  the  most  posi- 
tive manner,  that  any  thing  passed  which 
could  be  construed   into  an  insensibility 
on  his  parr,  and  he  appealed  to  any  mem- 
ber that  heard  him,  whether  throughout 
his  public  life,  his  conduct  had  not  been 
governed  by  an  extreme  anxiety,  if  po». 
sible,  to  alleviate  distresses  whenever  they 
were   represented   to   him.     He   referred 
with  the  utmost  confidence  to  bis  right 
hon.  friend,  to  slate  whether  a  single  word 
had  been  uttered  by  him  which  could  af- 
ford the  slightest  mundation  for  the  ex- 
firessioiis  employed   by   the   petitioners, 
f  he  had  conduced  himself  as  was  repre- 
sented, he   should  think  that  he  was  un- 
worthy of  filling  any  office  in  the  public 
service  for  the^remainder  of  his  existence. 
Mr.   Ticmey  said,  that  the  question  was 
notwherher  the  right  hon.  gent,  was  in- 
sensible to  the  miseries  presented  to  his 
Tiew,  but  whether  he  had  employed  the 
unfortunate   expression   referred   to.     He 
did  not  understand  that  the  fact  was  de- 
nied (hat  I  he  rii;ht  hon.  gentleman   had 
said  th.it  the  two  countries  were  in  the  si- 
tnation  of  two  men  whose  heads  were  in  a 
bu(  kef  of  water,  and   the  struggle  was, 
which  of  the  two  could  remain  longer  in 
that   situation  without  suffocation.     This 
kin.l  of  metaphorical  language  might  suf- 
ficitfiily  express  the  natureof  the  mercan- 
tile contest   produced   by  the  Orders   in 
Council,   but   it   was    rather  unfnrtunate 
when  addressed  to  those  whose  heads  were 
tinder  water,  and  suffering  all  the  pains  of 
stranirulaiion. 

Mr.  Rose.'^l  assert  again  that  I  have  no 
recolieciiun  of  having  used  such  an  ex- 
pression, and  I  am  certain  that  it  was  not 
addressed  to  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
waited  upon  me.  I  do  not  undertake  to 
deny  it  positively ;  it  might  have  been 
sai'i  by  me.     All  I  can  undertake  to  state 

Eosuively  is.  that  no  sur  h  phrase  was  used 
y  me  to  the  deputation  generally  ;  bu' 
whether  I  said  it  to  any  individual  I  will 
not  pretend  to  determine.  I  deny  too  that 
if  I  used  it,  it  proceeded  from  any  want 


of  feeling  on  my  part  for  the  diitrasM 
complained  of. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  that  a  few  days  after- 
wards he  met  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
deputation,  who  repeated  to  him  the  words 
referred  to  in  the  Petition,  and  certaunljil 
was  considered  by  them  as  shewing  t 
great  degree  of  insensibility  on  tbo  part 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  J,  W.  Ward  remarked,  that  the  ex- 
pression had  been  repeated  to  him  by  » 
member  of  the  House  a  day  or  two  sifter 
it  had  been  used. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Petition  from  Livcrpool  EBSPBcmo 
Peace,   and  certain  Expressions  mam 
USE  OP   BT  Mr.  Rose.]     Mr.  Brtm^kmm 
said,  he  held  in  his  hand  another  Pelitiea 
from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Liteiw 
pool,  who  had  signed  it  in  the  course  ef 
x)ne  hour ;  and  had  it  not  been  necemary 
to  send  it  off,  in  order  that  it  might  accom- 
pany the  preceding  Petition,  it  wooid^afo 
received  a  much  greater  number  of  aigim* 
tures.     The  memorial  of  the  present  peti* 
tioners  was  not  so  much  against  the  Oraeta 
in  Council,  as  applicable  to  the  expressions 
which  they  had  heard  ascribed  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  (a  laugh)  ;  an4 
which,  however  rioicolous  they  might  op* 
pear  to  some  gentlemen,  were  yet  calca- 
iated  to  produce  any  other  sensations  bol 
those  of  levity  and  laughter  in  the  mindi 
of  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed^ 
The  petitioners,  feeling  the  multiplied  die* 
tresses  of  their  situation,  had  heard  with 
regret  and  astonishment,    the  figsratiTe 
language  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman; 
from  which  they  drew,  at  lea^,  this  con* 
elusion,  that  the  commercial  measures  of 
ministers  were  not  to  be  relinqaished  in 
the  smallest  degree.     The  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  had  disclaimed  his  having  trntad 
the  deputation  with  any  thing  like  Isfity  ; 
and  he  fully  believed  him,  for  be  was 
convinced   that  neither  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  nor  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex<- 
choquer,  nor  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man,  not  now  in  his  place,  (Mr.  Stephen^) 
who  might  be  considered  as  the  fttcherof 
the  Orders  in  Council,  had  now  in  their 
minds  any  feelings  of  levity  or  ridicule  on 
this  subject,  but  rather  those  of  a  Tery 
contrary  description.    The  object  of  the 
present  petitioners,  however,  was  sin^ply 
to  express,  not  that  the  expressions  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  conveyed  insolt  or 
insensibility,  but  merely  that  they  csehcd: 
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in  their  minds  the  most  melancholy  ap- 
prehensions, and  destroyed  all  hope  of  any 
moditicaiion   of  the   Orders  in  Council. 
They  had  imagined,  that  when  so  many 
memorials  had  been  presented  to  minis- 
ters«  some  modification,  at  least,  of  those 
measures  would    have   been  made ;    but 
now,  instead  of  these  expectations  being 
gratified,  they  were  to  understand  that  this 
country  was  finally  committed  to  a  contest 
with  the  enemy,  which  of  them  should 
bear   privations  the   longer.      The   peti- 
tioners also  proceeded  to  observe  with  pain 
and   sorrow,  that  many   persons  in  this 
country  were  possessed  of  sinecures  and 
pensions  to  a  large  amount, — men  who 
had  fattened  on  the  war  which  had  re- 
duced them  to  distress.     They  contrasted 
the  situation  of  these  pensioners  with  their 
own  deplorable   condition,    and    pray«d 
that  these  sinecures  and  pensions  might  be 
abolished   altogether,  ami  their  produce 
applied   to  carrying  on  the  war.     This 
sort  of  language  might  be  called  indeli- 
cate ;  but  then  the  House  should  observe, 
that    they   were    deahng    with    hungry 
men,  who  were  very  little  removed  from 
a  starving  situation.     But  whatever  might 
be  thought  of  some  parts  of  this  Petition, 
there  was  one  conclusion  which  could  not 
fail  to  strike  every  man,—- namely,  that 
the  number  of  the  Petitions  which  the 
House  had  received  aflbrded  a  melancholy 
proof  of  the  extent  of  the  distresses,  and 
the  pressure  under  which  the  manufactur- 
ing and    commercial   interests    laboured. 
Some  of  them  were  against  the  £  ist  India 
monopoly ;  others  a^a:nst  the  Orders  in 
Council ;  and   a  third  class,  like  the  pre- 
sent, against  the  Orders,  and  also  against 
Sinecure  Plact-s  and  Pensions.     From  all 
this  he  coiicludt^d,  that  the  pressure  on  the 
various   parts  of  the  country   was  great, 
and   alnio«)t  intolerable.     It  was  his  opi- 
nion, however,  that  the  petitioners  would 
derive  at  least  the  most  speedy  relief  from 
laying  the  axe  to  the  commercial  decrees 
of  mini^'lors. 

On  the  question  being  put,  that  the  Pe- 
tition be  brou<i:ht  up, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  repro- 
bate d  the  discussion  of  a  question  now 
which  might  he  fully  debated  at  its  proper 
time  to-morrow.  This  at  least  was  neither 
a  usual  nor  a  convenient  way  of  dispatching 
the  business  ol  parliament.  He  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  expression  so  much  talked 
of,  which  was  said  to  have  dropped  from 
his  right  hon,  friend.     He  never  was  more 


surprized  than  when  he  heard  that  an  ia* 
ju^ious  impression  had  been  left  upon  the 
minds  of  some  individuals  present  at  the 
interview,  for  the  deputation  from  Bir* 
mingham  appeared  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  reception  afforded  them.  Taxing  hit 
own  memory  he  had  not  the  least  trace  of 
such  a  phrase  as  had  been  so  often  aU 
luded  to,  although  it  might  have  been  ut« 
tered  out  of  bis  hearing,  or  indeed  if  ut« 
tered  within  his  hearing,  he  might  not 
have  noticed  it.  He  positively  denied 
that  it  could  justify  any  such  mischievous 
impression  as  that  to  which  it  had  beea 
distorted.  It  had  been  employed  to  ex* 
asperate  the  public  mind,  for  the  purpose 
of  producing  mischief;  and  he  was  sorry 
to  see  that  gentlemen  in  that  House  thui 
gave  countenance  to  such  disgraceful  at- 
tempts. It  was  exciting  a  still  more  out- 
rageous spirit  in  those  who  were  now  em« 
ploying  themselves  thvoughout  the  country 
in  destroying  all  kinds  of  machinery^ 
That  was  indeed  laying  the  axe  to  the 
root,  and  abolishing  the  very  means  of 
future  prosperity  to  the  country,  by  which 
the  pressure  now  complained  of  might  be 
alleviated.  Such  sentiments  as  hadjuat 
been  listened  to  encouraged  and  promoted 
the  feeling  which  produced  these  dismal 
scenes  of  devastation.  He  did  not  mean 
to  make  any  charge  upon  gentlemen, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  present  Petitions  put 
into  their  hands,  but  he  would  appeal  to 
every  man  present  at  the  interview  al- 
luded to  (excepting  the  individual  who 
had  originated  the  statement)  whether  any 
thing  passed  which  could  be  perverted 
into  an  expression  of  unkindness,  harsh- 
ness,  or  insensibility  on  the  part  of  minis- 
ters. Whatever  might  have  been  the  par- 
ticular words  employed,  he  would  not 
take  upon  himself  to  determine,  but  he 
would  bear  positive  testimony  that  in  his 
right  hon.  friend's  mind  there  was  n# 
feeling  which  could  justify  the  distor- 
tion ot  phrase  which  had  been  attributed  to 
him. 

Mr.  Tierney  observed,  that  the  most 
convenient  mode  would  be  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  state  what  he  really  did 
say.  It  undoubtedly  was  fair  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  the  construction 
he  put  upon  the  words  said  to  have  been 
employed.  Ar  present  the  sense  applied 
to  the  metaphor  seemed  to  be  that  which 
it  bore,  without  any  perversion.  It  mtist 
be  admitted,  that  it  conveyed  no  very 
pleasant  idea  to  the  minds  of  the  petitipn* 
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of  suflTocation ;  and  that  the  petitioneri 
cannot,  without  great  alarm,  bear  of  this 
type  or  comparison  as  illustrating  the 
eliects  of  a  war  which  his  Majest3r8  mi« 
nisters  have  from  time  to  time  promised 
to  terminate,  by  the  subjugation  and  re- 
straint of  France  ;  and  that,  though  the 
above-mentioned  comparison  too  aptly 
typifies  the  condition  of  the  petitioners,  all 
whose  means  of  livelihood  are  alarmingly- 
curtailed  by  the  events  of  war,  and  by  the 
process  of  taxation,  and  many  of  whoia 
are  reduced  to  the  extreme  of  want,  it  is 
by  no  means  applicable  to  the  right  bon. 
George  Rose,  and  divers  others  similarly 
circumstanced,  who,  by  the  emoluments 
of  the  offices  which  they  hold  under  go- 
vernment, and  the  possession  of  consider- 
able pensions  and  salaries  of  sinecure 
places,  are  much  at  their  ease  in  the 
midst  of  public  calamity;  and  praying  the 
House  to  pass  a  Bill  for  appropriatingp 
during  the  future  continuance  of  the  war, 
the  salaries  of  all  sinecure  offices,  and  all 
unmerited  and  extravagant  pensions,  to 
public  purposes,  which  Bill,  the  petitioners 
humbly  conceive,  by  tending  in  a  degree 
to  equalize  the  pressure  of  the  times,  will 
at  once  tranquillize  the  general  feeiioff', 
and  accelerate  to  this  country  the  acqui* 
sition  of  the  blessings  of  peace.-' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


©rs,  when  they  were  told  that  they  were 
like  a  man  with  his  head  in  a  bucket  of 
water. 

Mr.  Rose  repeated,  that  he  had  not  the 
most  faint  remembrance  of  having  em- 
ployed the  language  attributed  to  him. 
All  he  could  say  was,  that  in  his  mind 
there  was  nothing  at  all  disrespectful  to 
the  gentlemen,  or  unfeeling  to  the  indivi- 
duals they  represented.  He  was  sorry  not 
to  see  the  hon.  member  for  Warwickshire 
in  his  place,  who  would  be  able  to  state 
his  recollection  of  the  transaction.  He 
was  happy  that  the  the  present  opportu- 
nity had  been  afforded  him  of  disclaiming 
that  which  had  been  most  unjustly  attri- 
buted to. him,  viz.  an  insensibility  to  the 
complaints  that  had  been  urged.  He 
thought  the  case  of  the  manufacturers  of 
Birmingham  entitled  to  peculiar  atten* 
tion. 

Mr.  Brougham  observed,  that  the  figure 
of  speech  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  indulged,  and  which  remained  un- 
contradicted, had  created  a  most  melan- 
choly knpression. 

Mr.  Baring  felt  convinced  that  the  ex- 
pressions had  been  used  ;  but  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
received  those  who  waited  upon  him  on 
business,  he  was  convinced  that  there  was 
no  intention  to  insult  or  offend.  He  ex- 
pressed his  hope  that  the  grievous  com- 
plaints of  the  numerous  petitioners,  who 
had  resorted  to  the  House  for  redress, 
would  be  most  seriously  considered. 

Mr.  L^ttelton  suggested,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  could  not  deny  the  pre- 
cise expression,  at  least  he  could  disclaim 
the  policy  which  might  be  supposed  to 
dictate  it. 

Lord  Milton  objected  to  the  words,  as 
containing  a  comment  on  the  system  go- 
Ternment  intended  to  pursue  with  regard 
to  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Rose  observed,  that  to-morrow 
would  be  the  more  fit  time  for  the  expla- 
nation required. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  been  credibly 
informed,  and  do  believe  that  the  right 
bon.  George  Rose  did  lately,  in  a  con^r- 
ence  between  his  Majesty's  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  certain  master  manu- 
facturers of  the  town  of  Birmingham, 
compare  the  situation  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land and  France  to  that  of  two  men  hold- 
ing their  heads  in  a  vessel  of  water,  and 
trying  which  can  longest  eadure  the  paio 


Defaulters'  Names  called  OT£]t«i*A]f]> 
A  IVIembek  ordered  into  Custody.]  Tho 
order  of  the  day  for  attendance  of  tho 
several  membbrs  who  had  not  appeared  to 
the  Call  of  the  House  being  read,  iho 
names  of  several  members  were  called 
over,  who  answered  in  their  places,  and 
were  excused.  On  the  name  of  the  right 
hon.  William  Fitzgerald  being  called,  ho 
did  not  appear,  and  the  Speaker  enqoired 
whether  any  member  had  been  requested 
to  answer  for  the  right  hon.  member's  ab* 
sence. 

Mr.  Pole  said,  that  he  believed  the  right 
hon.  member  was  in  Ireland. 

General  Mathew  said,  that  he  did  not  at 
all  doubt  but  that  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  was  in  Ireland,  where,  during  tho 
discussion  of  the  late  important  qoestimi^ 
be  ought  not  to  have  been.  He  expressed 
his  hope,  that  the  House  would  not  ezcQSO 
the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman* 

Mr.  Ellison  thought  the  hon.  general 
might  have  been  a  little  more  lenient  ia 
his  observations. 

General  Maihew  did  not  understand  why 
the  right  bon.  gentleman  should   hoTO 
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been  allowed  to  figbt  shy  of  the  Catholic 
qjestion.  Notwithstanding  what  had  been 
said  by  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite^  he 
still  hoped  the  right  hon.  member  would 
not  be  excused. 

Sir  W.  IV.  Wj/rm  did  not  see  there  was 
even  a  pretence  laid  before  the  House  for 
the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  member. 
He  should  move.  That  he  be  taken  into 
the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms. 

Mr.  Pole  rose  again  and  said,  he  was 
absolutely  certain  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  have  been  in  his  place  had 
he  not  met  with  some  unforeseen  accident. 
However,  be  confessed  that  he  had  re- 
ceived no  letter  from  the  right  hon.  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Eden  urged  the  propriety  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  deprecated  the  harshness 
with  which  the  gentlemen  opposite  seemed 
to  wish  to  have  the  right  hon.  member 
treated.  He  should  move  an  amendment 
to  the  motion,  That  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man be  ordered  to  attend  in  his  place  on 
this  day  se'iinight. 

Mr.  Herbert  opposed  the  amendment. 
The  right  hon.  member  had  appeared  in 
his  place  almost  every  day  until  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Catholic  question. 

Mr.  Brand  expected  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  who  had  moved  the 
call  of  the  House,  would  have  been  the 
first  to  move  the  right  hon.  member  into 
custody.  As  to  the  amendment,  there 
was  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  the  right 
hon.  member  would  be  in  his  place  on 
that  day  se'nnight.  He  was  one  of  the 
lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  materially  con- 
nected with  Ireland ;  and  he  certainly 
knew  not  why  the  presence  of  such  a 
member  should  not  have  been  enforced 
on  the  important  question  lately  under 
consideration.  If  the  House  had  the  least 
regard  for  its  dignity,  it  must  order  the 
right  hon.  member  into  custody. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  question,  and 
as  the  House  was  about  to  divide,  Mr. 
Ward  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the 
original  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Eakl  op  Wel- 
lington, &c.  FOR  THE  Capture  of  Ba- 
DAJOz.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
rose  to  move  the  Thanks  of  the  House  to 
the  earl  of  Wellington,  and  the  army  under 
his  command 

Lord  MiUon  spoke  to  order ;  he  wished 
to  know  from  the  chair^  whether  this  was 


not  a  day  in  which  orders  took  precedence 
of  notices  ? 

The  Speaker  said,  that  questions  of 
thanks  to  our  fleets  or  armies  always  were 
allowed  to  take  precedence  of  every  other 
business. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
spoke  to  the  following  effect:—  Sir,  from 
the  opportunity  which  on  former  occa* 
sions  1  have  had  of  collecting  the  senti* 
ments  of  the  House  on  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding with  respect  to  questions  similar 
to  that  which  I  am  about  to  submit  to 
their  consideration,  I  agree  with  yon,  Sir, 
that  the  House  will  always  be  disposed  to 
give  to  them  an  undoubted  priority.  It 
gratifies  me,  however,  to  be  enabled  to 
assure  the  noble  lord,  that  in  mv  view  of 
the  present  subject,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  detain  the  House  at  any 
considerable  length  ;  anticipating  as  I  do, 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  all  who 
hear  me,  in  the  motion  with  which  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  conclude.  Sir,  I  havo 
so  frequently,  during  the  short  period  ef 
the  last  eighteen  months,  had  the  happi- 
ness to  submit  to  this  House  a  motion  simi- 
lar to  the  present,  that  I  am  justified,  from 
my  experience  on  those  occasions,  in  con- 
fidently expecting  that  not  a  single  dis- 
senting Toice  will  be  raised  against  my 
present  proposition.  We  may  differ  in 
opinion.  Sir,  on  the  general  question  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  war  on  the  peninsula 
has  been  conducted  ;  we  may  even  differ 
in  opinion  on  the'  probable  effect  of  the 
late  or  of  any  other  splendid  achievement 
of  our  brave  troops — but  it  is  impossible 
that  we  should  differ  in  opinion  on  the 
able  conduct  of  our  general,  and  on  the 
gallantry  of  our  officers  and  men,  with 
reference  to  the  recent  occurrrence,  in 
which  these  qualities  baye  been  so  suc- 
cessfully and  so  gloriously  exhibited.— 
The  House  will  recollect  That  at  no  great 
distance  of  time  antecedent  to  the  late 
distinguished  achievement,  the  capture  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  took  place.  Immediately 
after  that  capture,  lord  Wellington  me- 
ditated the  direction  of  his  forces  towards 
that  fortress,  the  acquisition  of  which  it  it 
now  our  object  to  acknowledge.  The  ar- 
rangements for  that  purpose  were  made 
with  great  expedition  by  the  noble  and 
gallant  lord  during  the  time  that  he  kept 
his  head-quarters;  and  so  completely 
were  the  enemy  deceived  by  the  celerity 
and  the  secrecy  of  those  arrangements,  t^t 
they  were  evidently  unapprized  of  the  in- 
tended movement  until  it  was  too  late  for 
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them  to  entertain  any  hope  that  they  might 
be  able  to  collect  a  force  adequate  to 
the  defeat  of  the  object  which  the  British 
army  had  in  view.  As  M>on  as  his  pre- 
parations were  complete,  lord  Wellington 
proceeded  to  Badajoz.  He  arrived  at 
Elvas  on  the  1  Ith  of  March.  On  the  16ih 
he  invested  Badajoz.  On  the  17th  he 
broke  ground,  and  pushed  forward  his 
operations  with  all  the  rapidity  which  the 
utmost  exertions  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  his  brave  army  enabled  him  to 
do.  The  House  are  in  possession  of  the 
details  immediately  subsequent,  from  the 
pen  of  the  noble  and  gallant  officer  him- 
felf ;  and  1  am  sure  that  any  attempt  ot 
mine  to  re-state  them,  will  but  tend  to 
weaken  the  effect  which  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  produce.  It  appears,  however, 
that  the  fire  from  the  second  parallel  open- 
ed on  the  3ist  of  March;  and  that  prac- 
ticable breaches  having  been  efiected  in 
two  of  the  bastions  of  the  fortress,  on  the 
6th,  at  night,  lord  Wellington  gave  orders 
to  proceed  to  the  storm.  The  plan  on 
that  occasion  was,  that  lieutenant  general 
Picton  should  attack  the  castle  by  esca- 
lade with  the  3d  division— that  major  Wil- 
son, with  a  guard  from  the  4th  division, 
should  attack  the  ravelin  of  St  lioque ; 
and  that  the  hon.  major  general  Colville 
at  the  head  of  the  4th  division,  and  the 
light  division  under  lieutenant  colonel 
Barnard,  should  attack  the  breaches  in 
the  bastions.  Lieutenant  general  Leith, 
with  the  left  brigade  of  the  division  under 
major  general  Walker,  was  to  make  a 
false  attack  upon  two  of  the  out-works. 
This  feigned  attack  was  not  expected  to 
take  effect,  but  directions  were  given  to 
turn  it  into  a  real  attack,  if  circumstances 
should  prove  favourable.  At  ten  o*clock 
at  night,  the  attack  c<)mmenced.  The 
exertions  of  the  troops  on  that  occasion 
were  never  exceeded.  They  had  to  con- 
tend against  an  able  general,  who  com- 
manded a  powerful  garrison,  not  exhaust- 
ed by  the  casualties  and  privations  of  a  ' 
long  siege,  but  capable  of  making  a  de- 
termined resistance  to  their  assailants,  and 
prepared  by  every  means  to  give  to  that 
resistance  the  best  chance  of  success. 
The  conflict  continued  for  above  two 
hours,  during  which  period  the  enemy  re- 
iisted  with  a  gallantry  which  it  is  due  to 
ihem  to  say,  was  as  glorious  as  that  of 
their  assailants.  It  is  undoubtedly  true, 
that  the  assailants  were  exposed  to  infi- 
nitely greater  danger  ;  but  we  owe  it  to 
the  enemy  to  acknowledge  that  they  de- 
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fended  themselves  with  the  utmost  spirit 
and  determination,  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  produce  no  inconsiderable  efiect« 
While  this  dreadful  conflict  was  going  on 
in  the  breaches,  general  Picton  succeeded 
in  his  escalade,  and  established  himself  in 
the  castle.  Major  WiNon  carried  the  ra- 
velin of  St.  Roque.  Major-general  Ijeith 
pushed  forward  major-general  Walker's 
brigade,  which  converting  the  feigned  into 
a  real  attack,  and  aided  by  the  Sttth  regi* 
ment,  and  the  15th  Portuguese  regiment* 
forced  the  barrier  on  the  road  of  Oliven^a^ 
and  escaladed  the  bastion  of  St.  Vicente. 
Our  troops  being  thus  established  in  the 
castle,  which  commands  all  the  works  of 
the  town,  and  the  4th  light  division  being 
formed  again  for  the  attack  of  the  breaches* 
all  resistance  ceased,  and  at  day-light 
next  morning,  an  unconditional  sarrender 
took  place.  Sir,  in  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  these  gallant  and  distinguish- 
ed exploits,  it  is  impossible  for  me  not  to 
advert  to  the  loss  which  our  brave  arny 
sustained.  The  House  must  be  awarej 
however,  that  in  the  attack  by  storm  of 
such  a  fortress  as  Badajoz,  the  loss  most 
certainly  be  severe.  The  Hoose  must 
also  be  aware,  how  important  it  wsts  to 
lose  no  time  in  the  achievement  of  the 
object.  If  we  consider  the  advance  off 
Sou  It,  with  a  view  to  attempt  the  relief 
of  Badajoz,  we  may  easily  conceive,  that 
had  the  assault  been  delayed,  in  order  to 
render  the  breaches  more  practicable*  a 
much  heavier  loss  might  have  been  sus- 
tained by  the  double  efibrt  that  would 
then  have  been  necessary  to  repel  the  ad- 
vancing army  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
reduce  the  fortress  on  the  other.  Sir,  I 
shall  forbear  from  dwelling,  with  particu- 
lar distinction,  on  the  names  of  any  of  the 
gallant  officers  who  acquitted  themselvea 
so  nobly  in  this  most  brilliant  affair,  be- 
cause they  are  so  numerous,  the  inslancea 
of  heroic  gallantry  were  so  general  (as, 
indeed,  the  list  of  casualties  but  too  suffi- 
ciently testifies),  that  it  would  be  in  raia 
for  me  to  attempt  to  do  justice  to  all,  and 
I  am  unwilling,  by  omitting  an^,  to  ezpoae 
myself  to  the  charge  of  invidiousness.  I 
conceive  that  the  House  must  be  folly 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  this 
operation.  What  the  ultimate  result  may 
be,  it  is  impossible  accurately  to  predict ; 
but  there  is  every  reason  to  beliere  thai 
the  British  movement  towards  Badajon, 
attracting  the  notice  of  marshal  Soult, 
gave  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  south  ti 
Spain,  the  means  of  approaching  So? ille» 
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and  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  to  this 
circumstance^  general  Ballasteros  is  in- 
debted for  the  opportunity  of  marching 
into  Seville,  in  consequence  of  the  desti- 
tute state  of  defence  into  which  it  neces- 
sarily fell.  J  repeat.  Sir,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  anticipate  the  consequences  of  all 
these  proceedings,  but  I  feel  justified  in 
auguring  moat  favourably  from  them,  and 
in  cherishing  the  expectation  that  they 
will  be  productive  in  the  south  of  Spain 
of  events  in  the  highest  degree  auspicious 
to  the  common  cause.  The  House  and  the 
country  will,  I  trust,  find  some  consola- 
tion for  the  severe  loss  which  this  glorious 
acquisition  has  occasioned,  in  the  impor- 
tant eil'ect  which  it  is  calculated  to  produce 
on  the  character,  and  probable  result,  of 
the  awful  contest  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. It  is  but  just  that  we  should  ex- 
press the  gratitude  which  we  feel  to  those 
by  whom  such  great  national  advantages 
have  been  obtained ;  and  I  therefore  move 
you.  Sir,  in  the  first  instance,  *'  That  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  general 
the  earl  of  Wellington,  for  the  great  abi- 
lity and  military  skill  manifested  by  him 
in  the  recent  siege  of  Badajjoz,  by  which 
that  important  fortress  has  oeen  wrested 
from  the  possession  of  the  enemy.'' 

The  question  being  put  from  the  chair. 

Lord  Milton  rose  to  set  himself  right 
with  the  House.  When  he  got  up  before, 
his  intention  was  by  no  means  to  oppose 
the  vote  of  thanks. 

General  Tarleton  was  of  opinion  that  this 
last  exploit  of  lord  Wellington  had  done 
great  honour  to  himself  and  the  British 
army.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  he 
believed  that  no  general  in  the  uniyerse 
but  himself  would  have  attempted  the 
capture  of  Badajoz;  and  that  no  troops  in 
the  universe  but  British,  would  have  suc- 
ceeded in  that  attempt. 

Colonel  Dillon  was  a  little  apprehensive 
that  the  results  in  the  south  of  Spain  ex- 
pected from  the  capture  of  Badajoz  might 
not  come  to  pass  so  easily  as  was  expected. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  did  not  think  that  the 
motion  went  far  enough  in  rewarding  the 
illustrious  commander  of  the  army  in 
Spain.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  highest 
tjiguity  the  country  had  to  bestow  would 
fall  short  of  rewarding  his  merits.  Why 
should  not  the  gallant  commander  have  a 
TnarshalTs  staiF,  and  be  put  at  the  head  of 
the  military  administration  of  the  country  ? 

General  JMathew  said,  that  he  scarcely 
ever  olFered  himself  to  the  House  with 
more  pleasure  than  on  the  present  occa- 

(YOLXXII.) 


sion,  concurring  as  he  did  for  the  first 
time,  and  probably  for  the  last,  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  made  the  mo-, 
tion.  He  had  also  to  offer  his  humble 
thanks  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the 
Speaker,  for  permitting  him  to  speak  on 
this  occasion  ;  a  permission,  by  the  bye, 
which  he  was  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
unable  to  obtain  during  a  late  important 
debate,  when  he  was  most  anxious  to  de- 
liver his  sentiments.  He  repeated  that  he 
was  most  happy  to  concur  in  the  present 
motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  be- 
cause it  was  a  grateful  duty  to  add  his 
weak  praises  to  the  general  voice  of  ap- 
plause, because  nothing  could  give  him 
more  pleasure  than  to  speak  the  eulogy  of 
many  dear  friends  and  countrymen  who 
had  fallen  on  this  glorious  occasion.  He 
agreed  with  the  gallant  admiral  that  the 
motion  did  not  go  far  enough.  He  would 
not  attempt  to  recapitulate  the  exploits,  or 
to  count  the  glories  of  lord  Wellington : 
they  were  known  to  his  country — they 
were  felt  by  Europe — they  were  bright 
before  the  world,  and  would  retain  a 
splendour  lasting  to  all  time.  It  was  suf<* 
ficient  to  say,  that  he  had  been  victorioa* 
wherever  honour  and  his  country  called 
him ;  and  that,  like  Marlborough,  he  had 
never  been  beaten.  To  no  general  was 
lord  Wellington  second,  and  almost  all  had 
he  surpassed.  Was  it  not  therefore  rights 
that  this  conspicuous  man, — this  man  so 
gifted  by  nature,  ,and  so  favoured  by  for- 
tune— sboald  by  his  country  be  pre-emi- 
nently distinguished  ?  Was  it  not  right  that 
his  gallant  army,  of  whom  he  was  not 
more  the  commander,  than  the  father  and 
the  friend,  should  through  him  be  magni- 
ficently rewarded  ?  To  this  army,  which 
so  adored  and  idolized  their  commander, 
the  country  owed  much  ;  and  how  could 
that  debt  better  be  discharged  than  by  dig- 
nifying to  the  utmost  extent  that  com* 
mander  ?  He  would  recommend  the  same 
measures  to  be  adopted  towards  lord  Wel- 
lington, as  bad  been  taken  with  respect  to 
lord  Nelson.  The  navy  felt  itself  identi- 
fied with  lord  Nelson ;  and  the  army 
would,  he  was  sure,  feel  itself  raised  by 
every  elevation  of  their  chief.  It  was  a 
source  of  considerable  satisfaction  to  him* 
self,  that  about  20  years  ago,  he  had  served 
in  the  same  regiment  with  lord  Welling- 
ton ;  and  the  noble  lord  had  since  gained 
no  victory  in  which  he  did  not  sympa- 
thise, nor  gathered  a  laurel  for  his  brow 
which  he  did  not  delight  to  see  him  wear. 
But  there  was  a  trait  in  the  character  oF 
(3  Z) 
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lord  Wellington  which  ought  not  to  be 
liiilden  fruni  tiie  public  sight.  When  he 
quitted  his  military  pursuits,  and  retired 
to  his  native  country  in  a  civil  capacity, 
it  was  highly  to  his  honour  to  say,  that 
though  he  diilered  In  politics  from  the  ma- 
jority of  his  countrymen,  he  was  univer- 
sally beloved.  The  frankness  of  his  dis- 
position, and  the  openness  of  his  heart,  re- 
commended him  to  the  unsophisticated 
simplicity  and  the  generous  feelings  of  his 
countrymen  ;  and  when  he  gave  up  his 
civil  situation,  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that  he  did  not  load  himsell' with  sinecures 
as  the  price  of  his  services, — that  he  had 
no  1,500/.  a  year  bestowed  upon  him, — 
that  he  never  got  places  abolished  while 
others  possessed  them,  and  afterwards 
had  these  places  re-established  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  them  himself.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  he  did  none  of 
these  things ;  but  he  knew  a  Secretary 
of  Ireland  who  was  not  altogether  so  scru- 
pulous,— a  Secretary  whose  whole  life  had 
been  a  scene  of  political  servility  ; — a  Se- 
cretary, who 

]\Ir.  11.  Ward  here  called  the  hon.  gene- 
ral to  order ;  and  insisted,  that  in  deviating 
to  the  abuse  of  any  member,  he  was  de- 
parting from  the  motion  before  the  House. 

Gen«?ral  JMatliew  acknowledged  he  had 
been  a  little  out  of  order.  All  he  had  to 
say  further,  and  indeed  it  was  for  that  he 
rose,  was,  that  he  considered  the  motion 
did  not  go  far  enough.  His  opinions  were 
those  of  the  gallant  admiral. 

Mr.  IVhitshcd  Keene  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  motion,  and  dwelt  particularly  on  the 
merits  of  lord  W*cHington  in  the  commis- 
sariat department  of  his  army. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
moved,  "  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House 
be  given  to  lieut.-gencral  sir  William  Carr 
Beresford,  K.  B.,  lieut.-gen.  James  Leith, 
lieut.-general  Thomas  Picton,  major-gen. 
the  hon.  Charles  Stewart,  major- general  the 
lion.  Charles  Colvdie,  major- general  Bar- 
nard Ford  Bowes,  major-general  Andrew 
Hay,  major-grneral  George  Townshend 
Walker,  and  major-general  James  Kempt, 
and  likewise  to  brigadier-general  William 
Maundy  Harvey,  brigadier-general  Cham- 
plemond,  and  brigadier-general  Manley 
Power,  of  the  Portuguese  service,  for  their 
distinguished  exertions  during  the  recent 
.siege  of  Badajoz,  which  was  so  gloriously 
terminated  by  the  successful  assault  of 
tho.t  important  fortress  in  the  ni^ht  of  the 
Cih  iuKtant*" 


Thanki  to  the  Earl  qf  Wellington,  ifc.  [  1076 

Mr.  C.  W,  Wynn  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  disturbing  the  unanimity  of  the 
vote  upon  this  occasion.  He  wished  mere- 
ly to  remaik,  that  a  practice  had  been 
lately,  since  the  battle  of  Talavera,  adopt- 
ed, of  not  publishing  the  list  of  killed  and' 
wounded  officers  sufficiently  early  after 
receiving  the  dispatches.  He  conceived 
it  was.  only  necessary  to  state  this  circaoi- 
stance  to  have  it  redressed.  The  general 
opinion,  he  believed,  was^  that  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Extraordinary  Gazette  was 
purposely  postponed  to  a  late  hour,  to 
prevent  its  being  copied  into  the  evening 
papers.  However  it  might  happen,  in  his 
opinion  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of- 
ficers should  be  immediately  struck  ofif^  at 
least  as  soon  after  receiving  the  dispatch 
as  possible,  that  those  persons  who  had 
relations  in  the  engagement  might  receive 
the  earlie&t  information  of  their  fate.  On 
the  late  occasion  the  Extraordinary  Ga- 
zette was  published  at  so  late  an  hour  that 
many  persons  could  not  send  it  by  the  post 
that  evening. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said  he  would  make 
every  enquiry  into  the  circumstance  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman. 
It  was,  in  his  opinion,  desirable  that  the 
lists  of  killed  and  wounded  officers  shonld 
be  made  out  with  all  possible  8ccanicy« 
which  necessarily  required  some  consi- 
derable time. 

Mr.  Giles  observed,  that  the  Gaselte 
was  in  the  hands  of  many  persons  in  pab^ 
lie  offices  so  early  as  half  past  two  and 
three  o'clock :  the  public,  however,  had 
prreat  difficulty  in  getting  it  at  seven  o'clock* 
Some  unaccountable  delay  must  have  taken 
place  in  the  publication. 

Sir  31ark  Wood  believed,  that  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  was  made  up  lone' 
before  the  printing  of  the  Gazette,  he  had 
seen  that  list  in  a  public  room  at  twelw 
o'clock  of  the  night  on  which  the  dis* 
patches  arrived.  This  circumstance^  how* 
ever,  was  probably  not  generally  known. 

Sir.  W,  W,  Wynn  observed,  that  the  list 
was  published  only  in  one  evening  paper  ; 
the  Pilot. 

The  thanks  were  than  carried,  nan.  com^ 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  next 
moved  the  Thanks  of  the  House  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  British  and  Portuguese  forces^ 
which  was  also  carried  nenu  con. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  in 
rising  to  move  That  the  House  did  highly 
approve  and  acknowledge  the  zeal,  braTery» 
discipline,  and  humanity  displayed  by  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldien  of 
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the  army  under  lord  Wellington,  he  could 
not  help  taking  notice  of  one  circumstance 
Tvhich  had  taken  place,  as  well  at  the 
capture  ofCiudad  Rodrigo,  as  on  the  late 
occasion,  and  that  was  the  small  number 
of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  great  number  of  prisoners.  He  con- 
fessed, it  did  appear  to  him  a  distinguished 
circumstance  in  proof  of  the  humanity, 
as  well  as  bravery  of  our  army,  that  after  so 
bloody  and  obstinate  a  resistance,  so  small 
a  number  of  the  enemy  should  be  killed, 
while  upwards  of  4,000  prisoners  were 
taken. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Tuesdayi,  April  28, 

Renewal  of  the  East  India  Company's 
Charter.]  Lord  Grenville  presented  a 
Petition  from  Bristol^  praying  that  their 
lordships  would  not  consent  to  a  renewal 
of  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  East 
India  Company.  The  Petition  was  read 
by  the  clerk.     Upon  which 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  in  rising  to 
move  that  this  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table, 
he  could  not  avoid  recalling  their  lord- 
ships' attention  to  what  took  place  on  a 
former  evening  respecting  the  intended 
discussion  on  the  great  national  question 
to  which  the  Petition  referred.  They 
were  told  it  was  intended  to  bring  forward 
these  discussions  at  an  early  ensuing  pe« 
riod  this  session.  They  were  all  agreed 
that  the  question  was  not  only  or  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  country,  but  involved,  at  the 
same  time,  some  of  the  highest  interests 
on  which  the  British  legislature  could  be 
called  upon  to  deliberate.  This  subject, 
great  and  extensive  as  it  was,  he  held  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible,  were  they  to 
confine  themselves  even  to  the  commercial 
part  of  the  question,  to  discuss  in  a  fit  and 
proper  manner,  such  as  its  importance  re- 
quired, in  what  remained  of  the  session. 
The  subject  was  recommended  to  the  at- 
tention of  parliament  from  the  throne  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session.  Four  months 
had  now  elapsed  without  a  moment  of  time 
being  bestowed  upon  it:  but  now,  when 
they  were  told  the  subject  was  very  near- 
ly ripe  for  consideration,  their  lordships 
were  expected  to  remain  in  the  same  state 
of  utter  inactivity,  with  respect  to  it,  wait- 
ing until  they  should  receive  lessons  from 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  on  the  sub- 
ject^ and  until  it  was  brought  before  them 


in  the  shape  of  a  Bill.  A  noble  friend  of 
his  had  suggested  a  mode  of  proceeding, 
in  which  the  subject  could  be  brought 
before  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  where 
the  functions  of  the  one  House  could  not 
be  necessarily  excluded  until  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature  had  taken  its  final 
leave  of  the  business,  but  a  mode  and 
system  of  deliberation  in  which  both 
Houses  could  reciprocally  afford  light  and 
assistance  to  each  other.  He  trusted  some 
one  of  his  noble  friends  would  come  for- 
ward this  session,  and  bring  the  subject 
before  the  House  in  the  shape  of  Resolu- 
tions, involving  the  consideration,  whether, 
on  just  grounds,  the  trade,  not  only  to  the 
East  Indies,  but  to  every  other  part  of  the 
globe,  should  be  prevented  from  becom- 
ing general,  or  confined  exclusively  to 
any  part  of  the  kingdom.  In  this  train  of 
discussion,  he  trusted  they  all  wished  to 
see  it;  and  he  again  expressed  his  hope, 
that  some  noble  lord  would,  were  it  not 
done  by  the  King's  government,  bring 
the  subject  before  the  House  in  the  shape 
of  Resolutions.  His  lordship  concluded 
by  moving,  that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire  averred 
that  his  Majesty's  government  entertained 
the  strongest  desire  and  the  most  deter- 
mined resolution,  to  propose  nothing  to 
parliament  which  they  were  satisfied  in 
their  own  minds  was,  upon  this  great  oc- 
casion, not  conducive  to  the  general  inte- 
rests of  the  country.  His  noble  friend 
and  the  House  were  aware,  it  was  a  sub- 
ject which  involved  such  a  collision  of 
interests,  that  there  could  be  no  intention 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  government 
to  precipitate  the  discussion  of  the  mea- 
sure. With  respect  to  the  particular  course 
of  proceeding  to  be  adopted,  a  variety  of 
opinions  might  arise ;  but,  with  respect 
to  those  avowed  by  his  noble  friend  on 
that  head,  he  would  beg  to  look  to  what 
was  his  own  conduct  on  a  similar  occa-  • 
sion,  while  forming  a  part  of  the  then 
government.  He  surely  would  not  pre- 
tend to  state  that  the  subject  was  not 
equally  important  in  the  year  1793  asit 
now  was.  At  that  time,  his  noble  friend 
discharged  his  duty  in  the  manner  he 
thought  most  advantageous  for  the  pur- 
pose, when  he  pursued  a  course  directly 
the  reverse  of  what  he  now  recommended: 
He  was  sure,  if  consistency  were  to  be 
found  in  any  individual,  his  noble  friend 
could  not  object  to  the  adoption  of  a  simi- 
lar course  on  the  present  occasion. 
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Mr.  Eenr^t  Secret  Miinam,  tfe. 
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Lord  CrfcnvUle  must  protesl  against  any 
comparison  of  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion in  17Q3,  and  at  the  present  period. 
At  that  time  there  did  not  exist  that  great, 
immense,  and  extensive  difference  of  opi- 
nion which  now  evidently  existed.  The 
question  then  was,  whether  it  were  proper 
to  continue,  for  a  limited  time,  the  system 
then  in  existence.  At  present  the  strongest 
diflerence  was  manifested,  as  appeared  by 
the  numerous  Petitions  and  applications 
to  the  legislature  from  every  part  of  the 
country.  Those  who,  on  the  former  occa- 
sion, were  of  opinion  that  no  change  ought 
to  be  made,  might  have  considered  the 
period  of  the  session  at  which  they  came 
forward,  abundantly  sufficient  for  agitat- 
ing the  operation ;  in  that  point  of  view 
might,  on  the  same  principle,  now  consi- 
der a  similar  p^^riod  for  discussion  totally 
insufficient.  Whatever  the  diflerence  of 
opinion  might  be  upon  almost  all  other 
points,  they  were  all  decided  that  a  great 
and  efil'ctual  change  must  take  place  in 
the  whole  system ;  a  consideration  which 

^  woujd  bear  no  comparison  with  the  mere 
question  of  continuance.  But  there  was 
another  consideration  which  it  was  impos- 
sible any  noble  lord  could  overlook,  name- 
ly, that  which  was  presented  by  a  view 
of  the  distresses  of  the  country,  by  the 
cries  and  lamentations  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects for  opening  new  markets,  when  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  were 
in  the  lowest  and  most  distressed  situation 
ever  known — a  situation  to  which  the 
weak  and  wretched  policy  of  ministers  had 
reduoed  thetn. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  he  must  be 
allowed  to  observe,  that  there  was  no  dis- 

»  position  whatever,  nor  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose there  was,  on  the  part  of  the  King's 
servants,  to  avoid  any  course  of  proceed- 
ing that  would  give  to  parliament  and  to 
the  country  the  fullest  opportunities  of 
deliberating  on  the  subject  in  question. 
Even  if  the  course  adverted  to  was  adopt- 
ed, it  would  still  be  at  the  option  of  any 
noble  lord  to  bring  forward  any  of  the 
great  branches  of  the  subject  under  sepa- 
rate discussion.  With  respect  to  what  was 
said  of  the  occasion  io  1793,  if  he  were 
not  mistaken,  there  were  also  at  that  time 
the  strongest  representations  from  all  the 
manufacturing  towns,  soliciting  that  the 
trade  might  then  be  thrown  open  to  the 
country  at  large ;  and  an  arrangement  had 
been  proposed,  by  which  it  was  thought 
that  considerable  benefits  in  the  way  of 
trade   might  be  derived  by  individuals 


through  the  medium  of  the  Comptny.  Ho 
was  far  from  being  insensible  to  all  ito 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  present  mo* 
ment ;  but  this  was  the  first  time  he  ever 
heard  the  year  1793  pointed  cot  as  one  of 
great  prosperity.  On  the  contrary,  it 
might  be  doubted,  whether  there  was  ever 
a  period  in  which  the  universal  commer- 
cial distresses  of  the  country  were  greater 
than  at  that  very  period. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended,  that 
a  great  and  striking  difference  existed  in 
the  state  of  the  question  at  present,  and 
at  the  period  of  1793.  They  had  not 
then,  as  now,  a  prospect  of  India  being  a 
burthen  upon  the  finances  of  the  country, 
A  noble  marquis,  then  in  his  eye,  had 
ntost  ably  demonstrated  the  great  benefita 
which  would  result  from  a  free  trade  to 
India;  the  military  and  political  parts  of 
the  question  also  constituted  an  essential 
difference.  Neither  was  there  any  com« 
parison  between  the  state  of  this  coantry 
at  the  period  alluded  to  and  at  the  present 
time. 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  ministers  con- 
tinued to  say,  that  there  was  every  dispo* 
siiion  on  their  part  that  this  most  import- 
ant subject  should  have  the  fullest  discos- 
sion,  but  still  they  delayed  bringing  font* 
ward  any  measure  relating  to  it.  Not 
even  a  notice  had  yet  been  given  aa  to 
when  it  was  to  be  proposed,  whilst  the 
session  was  advancing  to  so  late  a  period, 
that  there  would  be  a  moral  impossibilitj 
of  giving  the  subject  that  deliberate  discos- 
sion  which  its  extreme  importance  so  or* 
gently  demanded.  p 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Henry's  Secret  Mission  to  the 
United  States.]  Lorc^  HolUmd  said  a 
rumour  had  been  in  circulation  for  t^e  last 
twenty- four  hours,  of  a  Message  having 
beien  sent  b  v  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Congress,  charging  that  an  agent 
from  this  country  had  been  employed,  by 
the  governor  of  the  adjacent  British  terri- 
tories, to  foment  discontents  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  view  of  separating  the 
Union ;  and  the  Message  was  stated  to  be 
accompanied  by  documents  comprising  the 
correspondence,  which  proved,  as  asserted, 
the  existence  of  the  agency.  He  believed 
there  was  no  foundation  for  this  statement, 
and  he  trusted  that  such  was  the  caie ; 
but  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Hoase 
and  the  public,  if  the  noble  lord  oppottto 
would  give  a  contradiction  to  iL 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  answering,  that  no  person 
had  been  employed  by  this  goyernment 
to  foment  discontents  in  the  United  States^ 
nor  had  there  existed  any  intention  on  the 
part  of  government  to  foment  discontents 
there,  or  to  make  any  attempt  to  separate 
the  Union.  As  to  the  person  alluded  to 
as  an  agent,  he  was  persuaded  that  he 
could  only  have  been  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  with  a 
view  to  the  defence  of  Canada,  in  the 
event  of  hostilities. 

Lord  Holland  asked,  if  there  was  any 
objection,  on  the  part  of  the  noble  earl, 
explicitly  to  state,  for  the  satisfiaction  of 
the  public,  whether  captain  Henry  (for 
there  could  be  no  secret  aboat  the  name) 
was  or  was  not  employed  by  this  goTtrn- 
ment  ?  Or  whether  they  knew  of  his  being 
employed  by  Sir  J.  Craig  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  stating,  that  captain  Henry 
was  not  employed  by  government  at  all, 
nor  did  they  know  of  his  being  employed; 
and  he  was  persuaded,  from  what  he  knew 
of  sir  James  Craig,  that  sir  James  could 
only  have  employed  him  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  information  with  a  view  to 
the  defence  of  Canada,  under  the  impres- 
sion chat  hostilities  might  perhaps  soon 
commence. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  there  was 
probably  some  correspondence  between 
sir  J.  Craig  and  the  government,  and  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  laying  that  cor- 
respondence before  the  House. 

Gold  Coin  and  Bank  Note  Amend- 
ment Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  day 
being  read  for  the  second  reading  of  this 

Bin; 

Eirl  Bathurst  was  proceeding  to  observe 
upon  the  tacit  acquiescence  of  «ome,  and 
the  fecblf  opposiiion  of  others,  in  another 
place,  to  this  Bill,  who  last  session  vehe- 
mently opposed  the  measure,  when  he  was 
called  to  order  by 

Lord  Holland,  who  observed,  that  ano- 
ther place  could  only  mean  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  it  was  irregular  to 
comment  in  that  way  upon  their  proceed- 
ings, or  to  use  what  passed  there  as  a 
means  of  influencing  opinions  in  that 
House. 

Earl  Bathurst  observed,  that  there  were 
other  places  where  opinions  were  express- 
ed besides  the  House  of  Commons.  After 
explaining  what  he  intended  by  the  argu- 
ment he  was  about  to  use  when  interrupt- 
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ed,  his  lordship  proceeded  to  comment 
upon  the  arguments  adduced  against  this 
measure  last  session,  when  it  was  predicted 
that  it  would  produce  a  still  further  depre* 
ciation  of  the  currency  of  the  country,  and 
a  still  more  unfavourable  state  of  the  ex- 
change. Those  who  used  the  argument  of 
depreciation,  urged  that  the  paper  cur« 
rency  was.depreciated  on  account  of  the 
bgh  price  of  bullion.  Since  the  passing  of 
the  measure,  however,  of  last  session,  the 
price  of  bullion  was  lower,  and  the  ex« 
change  was  less  unfavourable.  The  mea« 
sure,  therefore,  had  not  produced  any  of 
the  effects  which  it  was  predicted  it  would. 
The  unfavourable  state  of  the  exchange  he 
attributed  to  our  foreign  expenditure,  and 
observed,  that  that  unfavourable  state  of  the 
exchange,  combined  with  a  paper  currency, 
enabled  the  country  to  carry  on  a  profit- 
able trade  in  the  export  of  gold,  until, 
from  the  demand  here  the  price  rose  so 
high  that  the  export  ceased  to  produce  a 
profit,  and  then  the  gold  naturally  return- 
ed. His  lordship  then  entered  into  a  his- 
tory of  the  recoinages  in  1695  and  1774, 
and  of  the  acts  of  parliament  and  procla- 
mations respecting  the  coin,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shewing  the  effects  then  produced 
upon  the  circulation  of  the  country  and 
the  state  of  the  exchange,  chiefly  in  answer 
to  the  arguments  used  by  the  earl  of  Lau- 
derdale, in  a  book  published  by  his  lord- 
ship, and  with  the  viewof  controverting  the 
statements  of  the  latter  noble  lord.  Cal- 
culating the  Gold  Coin  of  the  country  at 
39,000.000/.  and  subtracting  from  it 
9,000,000/.  exported  in  1798,  there  did  not 
now  remain  in  circulation,  his  lordship  ob- 
served, out  of  the  30,000,000/.  more  thaa 
about  12  or  13,000,000/.  The  deficit, 
therefore,  was  to  be  made  up  by  a  papeir 
circulation,  and  he  contended,  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  increased  trad6 
of  the  country,  there  were  no  more  Bank 
notes  issued  than  were  necessary  for  the 
circulation  of  the  country.  If,  therefore, 
there  was  no  excess  in  the  issue  of  Bank 
notes,  and  he  maintained  that  there  was 
not,  there  could  be  no  depreciation,  it 
rested  with  those  who  supported  the  argu- 
ment of  depreciation,  to  prove  that  there 
was  an  excess. 

Lord  King  observed,  that  the  noble  earl 
had  entered  into  a  variety  of  minute  state- 
ments, but  had  carefully  kept  out  of  sight 
the  real  object  of  the  Bill,  which  was  to 
make  Bank  notes  a  legal  tender.  By  the 
measure  of  last  session.  Bank  notes  were 
made  a  legal  tender  out  of  courts  and  novr 
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they  came  to  be  made  a  legal  tender  io 
court.  Thus,  whatever  title  they  might 
choose  to  give  the  Bill,  it  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  to  make  B.mk  notes  a 
legal  tender.  His  lordship  then  adverted 
to  some  of  the  arguments  used  b}^  earl 
Bathurstj  and  observed,  that  it  was  falla- 
cious to  state  that  an  uicreased  issue  of 
Bank  notes  was  in  consequence  of  an  in- 
creased trade  and  revenue ;  the  revenue  was 
in  1810,  65,000,000/.  and  the  issue  of  Bank 
\  notes  22,500,000/.  whilst  in  1 8 1 1 ,  the  reve- 
nue decreased  to  62,600,000/.  and  the  issue 
of  Bank-notes  increased  to  23,400,000/. 
The  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency 
was  in  fact  acknowledged  by  ministers 
themselves  in  their^  conduct,  though  not  in 
words.  What  was  the  reason  for  passing 
the  Bill  which  had  been  that  day  read  a 
third  time,  for  increasing  the  annuity  of 
the  Princesses  from  30,000/.  to  36,000/. 
but  because  3(i,000/.  now  was  only  equal 
to  30,000/.  ten  years  ago  r  The  same  ar- 
gument  applied  to  Bills  which  were  conti- 
nually coming  before  them  for  increasing 
allowances  of  different  descriptions.  Was 
it  not,  therefore,  manifestly  unjust  to  pass 
such  a  Bill  as  the  present,  to  compel  per- 
sons to  receive  payments  at  a  depreciated 
rate  ?  His  lordship  alluded  to  the  action 
he  had  brought  against  a  Bank  Director 
for  50/.  for  rent,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
the  question,  and  read  a  notice  which  had 
been  served  by  his  agent  upon  the  officer 
of  the  court,  cautioning  him  against  taking 
Bank-notes  in  any  payment  into  court, 
that  being  the  question  at  issue,  whether 
he  (lord  King)  was  to  be  compelled  to  re- 
ceive Bank-notes,  or  could  insist  upon 
good  and  lawful  money.  The  officer  of 
the  court  did,  however,  notwithstanding 
this  notice,  receive  the  payment  in  Bank- 
notes; and  his  lordship  contended  that 
this  was  a  power  of  dispensing  with  the 
law,  which  no  officer  of  a  court  had  a  right 
to  assume.  His  lordship  maintained  that 
this  Bill  would  be  characterized  by  poste- 
rity as  a  most  iniquitous  law,  and  must 
lead  to  the  most  ruinous  consequences. 
They  were  called  upon  to  make  a  legal 
tender  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
without  any  securities  against  an  excessive 
issue,  and  a  consequent  excessive  deprecia- 
tion.— If  the  present  measure  was  to  be 
persevered  in,  his  lordship  contended  that 
the  practice  of  granting  leases  must  cease. 
It  was  impossible  to  say  how  much  in  the 
course  of  six  or  seven  years  Bank-paper 
might  be  depreciated.  lie  appealed  to  the 
noble  earl  with  whom  the  present  measure 


originated,  who  he  knew  felt  for  the  la- 
bouring classes  of  the  community,  to  re- 
flect how  cruelly  this  measure  must  mili« 
tate  against  them ;  to  noble  lordi  on  the 
other  side  it  would  be  useless  to  appeal, 
they  had  already  shewn,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Frame  Breakers'  Bill,  thai  they 
were  insensible  to  the  sufferings  of  the  la* 
bouring  poor.  To  the  noble  earl,  how- 
ever, he  thought  he  might  appeal  with 
safety  on  this  head,  and  he  asked  of  him. 
Did  he  not  admit  that,  if  we  had  a  metallic 
circulating  medium  in  this  country,  in,* 
stead  of  a  paper  currency  alone,  the  price 
of  corn  would  at  this  moment  have  been 
less  than  it  now  was  by  at  least  one-fifth  ? 

Earl  Stanhope  disclaimed  all  connectton 
with  the  manufacture  of  the  swaddlinff* 
cloaths  in  which  the  child,  of  which  be 
was  the  parent,  was  now  drest  oat  The 
child  itself,  however,  he  had  no  heiitaiion 
in  acknowledging  and  supporting.  Noble 
lords  seemed  not  to  know  iu  what  a  pound 
sterling  consisted.  He  would  tell  them 
first  what  it  was  not,  and  then  he  wonkl 
tell  them  what  it  was.  It  was  not  a  pound 
troy,  or  a  pound  averdupoise— -they  were 
measures  of  weight :— a  pound  sterling, . 
was  not  a  measure  of  weight  but  of  value* 
In  not  attending  properly  to  this  distinc* 
tion  lay  the  greater  part  of  the  fallacy  of 
the  arguments  on  the  other  side.  It  waf 
impossible  for  him  to  say  that  one  of  hie 
hands  was  raised  and  anoither  depressed, 
without  comparing  them  to  something 
that  was  fixed  in  its  position.  Noble  lordt 
who  opposed  this  Bill  had  formerly  con- 
tended that  gold  was  of  a  fixed  value ;  yet 
he  now  found  an  admission  in  a  pamphlel 
by  a  noble  earl  (Lauderdale),  that  when 
gold  began  to  be  exported  from  a  country, 
then  that  which  remained  rose  in  value* 
He  declared  it  to  be  his  firm  conviction, 
that  if  he  had  not  stopped  his  noble  friend 
(lord  King)  by  introducing  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  we  should  soon  have  had  Bank 
notes  in  this  country  where  French  Aiiig<- 
nats  were  in  France. 

Earl  Damky  supported  the  measure,  not 
seeing  that  any  thing  better  could  have 
been  done. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  argued  against 
the  Bill.  Afler  calculating  the  various 
profits  of  the  Bank,  he  maintained  that  the 
principal  effect  of  the  measure  would  be^ 
to  put  into  the  pockets  of  600  bank- 
stock  holders  the  enormous  sum  of 
17,525,000/.  by  the  most  ruinous  mode  of 
taxation  which  could  be  devised.  Every 
country  in  which  a  paper  circulation  haa 
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bf'en  forced  on  the  people  had  been  inva- 
riably ruined,  and  whatever  evils  might 
befal  this  country  in  a  like  attempt,  their 
obstinacy  against  every  kind  ofremonstra* 
tion  deserve  it  in  some  measure. 

The  Earl  of  Weitmorland  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill. 

Lord  Grenville  opposed  the  Bill.  He 
compared  the  present  proceedings  of  go- 
vernment to  those  of  the  French  with  re- 
spect to  the  assignats.— The  noble  lord 
dwelt  at  length  on  the  evils  which  the 
people  experienced  by  the  depreciation  of 
paper,  which  depreciation  he  attributed  to 
an  over  issue  on  the  part  of  the  Bank. 

The  Earl  of  Lir;tfr/)oo/ contended  that  the 
existing  circumstances  ofthe  country  were 
to  be  ascribed  to  natural  and  simple 
causes,  namely,  the  great  foreign  expendi- 
ture, and  the  considerable  increase  in  |he 
importation  of  grain.  The  argument  of 
the  noble  baron  who  preceded  him,  was 
directed  rather  against  the  original  mea- 
sure ofthe  suspension  of  cash  payments, 
than  against  the  present  B^ll,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
injustice  and  oppression.  Adverting  to 
the  supposition  that  there  were  two  prices 
in  the  market,  a  cash  price  and  a  paper 
price,  he  denied  the  fact.  On  this  point 
he  was  ready  to  meet  the  noble  lords, 
guarding  himself  at  the  same  time  from 
the  inference  of  maintaining  that  there 
might  not  have  been  a  solitary  instance 
or  two  of  the  existence  of  two  prices.  All 
he  contended  for  was,  that  it  was  not  a  gt- 
neral  practice. 

Tlie  Eill  was  then  read  a  second  lime, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  en  Fri- 
day. 

The  Earl  o(  Lauderdale  gave  notice,  that 
before  the  House  went  into  the  committee 
on  Friday,  he  would  move  an  enquiry 
into  the  nature  of  the  connection  of  the 
bank  of  England  with  government. 

Mr.  Henry's  Secret  Mission.]  Lord 
Holland,  adverting  to  the  conversation 
which  had  taken  place  early  in  the  evening, 
observed,  that  he  had  since  read  the  docu- 
ments to  which  he  had  then  alluded.  If 
they  were  accurate  as  published,  he  must 
consider  them  as  affording  a  most  proper 
ground  for  parliamentary  enquiry.  If  it 
should  appear  that  Mr.  Henry  had  been 
authorised  to  stir  up  the  inhabitants  ofthe 
Eastern  States  to  rebellion  and  separation 
from  the  Western,  such  an  act,  on  the 
part  of  one  friendly  power  to  another, 
could  not  be   too  severely  censured   or 


stigmatised.  And  whatever  might  be  the 
sentiments  of  the  noble  earl,  he  was  per- 
suaded that  he  should  have  the  concur- 
rence in  this  opinion  ofthe  noble  viscount 
who  had  lately  acceded  to  his  Majesty^! 
government,  and  who  had,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  unfortunate 
war,  reprobated  what  be  conceived  to 
have  been  a  similar  attempt,  as  instanced 
in  the  case  ofthe  French  consul  at  Dublin. 
He  did  not  wish  to  take  the  business  6ut 
of  the  hands  of  the  noble  Earl  if  he  chose 
to  bring  it  forward,  but  he  was  desirous  to 
know,  whether  it  was  the  noble  earl's  in- 
tention himself  to  lay  on  the  table  the  do- 
cuments alluded  to  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  replied,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  any 
more  at  present,  than  that  when  the  affair 
came  to  be  enquired  into,  it  would  be 
found  not  to  bear  the  construction  set 
upon  it  by  the  noble  lord. 

Lord  Holland,  observing  that  the  noble 
earl  had  refrained  from  answering  hii 
question,  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  he 
would  move  for  the  production  ofthe  do-* 
cuments. 


OP 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Tuesday f  April  28. 

Petition  from  the  Dters  in  fayoue 
THE  East  India.  Company's  Char- 
ter.] A  Petition  ofthe  Dyers  ofthe  ho- 
nourable united  East  India  Company,  was 
presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  viewed  with 
the  liveliest  apprehension  the  Petitions 
from  the  various  outports  to  the  House,  for 
laying  open  the  trade  to  India;  and  that 
it  is  by  a  strict  attention  to  regulations 
which  ensure  the  superior  execution  ofthe 
different  operations  in  the  India  Compa- 
ny's exports,  that  the  confidence  with 
which  they  are  received  by  the  consumers 
has  been  established,  a  confidence  so 
complete  that  a  bale  of  goods  marked 
V.  B.  I.  C.  passes  in  the  India  nMirket  as 
current  as  a  Bank  note  does  here ;  and 
that,  by  these  regulations,  the  petitioners 
are  obliged  to  have  been  a  certain  length 
of  time  in  the  business  before  they  can  be 
appointed  Dyers  to  the  India  Company  ; 
that,  with  most  of  them,  it  is  the  only  busi* 
ness  in  which  themselves,  and  their  fa- 
thers before  them,  are  and  have  been  en- 
gaged, and  by  which  they  procure  subsist* 
ence  for  their  families,  and  those  of  other 
trades  immediately  dependent  on  thexD» 
together   giving    employment    to    soiae 
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thousands  ;  and  that,  by  the  same  re- 
gulatiouSf  they  are  obliged  to  have  their 
dye-houses  and  plants  furnished  and 
fitted  up  in  a  particular  manner,  to  fa- 
cilitate and  insure  the  same  object ;  that 
this  is  attended  with  yery  great  ex- 
penc«  I  and  that  their  property,  to  the 
extent  of  upwards  of  200,000/.  is  em- 
barked in  these  establishments  ;  and  that 
there  is  no  other  trade  in  which  they  could 
employ  their  knowledge  of  the  business 
and  these  establishments;  and  that  the 
removal  of  this  branch  of  commerce  to  the 
outports  would  thus  take  from  them  the 
trade  in  which  they  have  been  brought  up, 
and  to  which  alone  they  are  competent, 
and,  by  rendering  useless  the  establish- 
ments, would  deteriorate  almost  to  nothing 
the  large  property  invested  in  them  ;  and 
praying,  that  no  alteration  may  be  made 
in  the  long-established  system  under 
which  the  India  trade  has  been,  under  the 
repeated  sanction  of  the  legislature,  hither- 
to conducted  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
.may  not  be  deprived  of  the  means,  by 
which  they  earn  their  livelihood  ;  that 
their  property  may  not  be  annihilated; 
and  that  speculative  and  possible  advan- 
tage to  one  class  of  individuals,  may  not 
be  founded  on  positive  rain  to  another/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petitions  from  Somerset,  and  Kid- 
derminster,   RESPECTING   THE     RENEWAL 

OP  THE  East  India  Company's  Char- 
ter.] A  Petition  of  several  woollen  manu- 
facturers, resident  in  the  county  of  Somer- 
set, was  presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
<<  That  the  petitioners  have  no  desire  to 
infringe  the  property  of  the  East  India 
Companyi  or  to  prevent  them  from  re- 
ceiving such  compensation  as  the  wisdom 
of  parliament  shall  consider  to  be  due  for 
their  mercantile  claims ;  and  that,  as  loyal 
subjects,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  rate 
of  their  country,  the  petitioners  ardently 
hope  to  see  the  United  Kingdom  rise  tri- 
umphant from  the  contest  in  which  it  is 
engaged  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  con- 
ceive the  present  opportunity  of  disconti- 
nuing the  commercial  monopoly  of  the 
East  India  Company,  and  of  openine  the 
trade  of  the  East  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  is  one  of  the  means 
which  Providence  has  given  to  the  legis- 
lature for  defeating  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy  to  impair  the  commercial  prospe- 
rity of  Great  Britain;  and  that,  at  the 
present  period,  unexampled  in  history, 
1/v'hen  Britain  has  the  undisputed  empire 


of  the  sea,  and  the  sole  possession  of  tlie 
commerce  of  the  East,  when  the  field  of 
enterprize  which  lies  open  is  too  ezten*, 
sive  for  the  management  of  any  compaoy 
of  individuals,  when  the  common  enemy 
despairs  of  making  any  impression  on  the 
country,  except  by  impeding  its  com- 
merce, at  such  a  moment,  if  ever^  it  ap- 
pears to  the  petitioners  that  all  narrow 
views  and  commercial  jealousies  should  be 
abandoned  ;  and  they  confidently  rely  on 
the  wisdom  of  parliament,  to  form  soon  re-' 
gulations  respecting  trade  with  the  Eastj, 
as,  by  giving  ample  scope  to  British  cepi- 
tal  and  exertion,  will  most  conduce  to. 
raise  this  country  to  the  eminence  to  which 
by  its  situation  it  is  entitled ;  and  tha^ 
the  petitioners  beg  leave  humbly  to  re- 
present, that  the  restrictions  on  the  trade 
to  the  East  proposed  by  interested  per- 
sons may  possibly  be  intended  to  defeat 
the  liberal  intentions  of  the  House,  and  to 
substitute  the  shadow  for  the  substance; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  therefore,  deure 
respectfully  to  express  to  the  Hoase«  what 
they  believe  to  be  the  wish  and  the  confi- 
dent expectation  of  the  majoritv  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  that  the  wisdom  bf 
parliament  will  devise  such  measures  for 
the  future  conduct  of  East  India  aflhirs  as» 
without  either  injustice  or  undue  partiality 
to  the  East  India  Company,  will  most  eN 
fectually  promote  the  trade  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  kingdom  at  large." 

A  Petition  of  the  gentlemen,  freeholders, 
manufacturers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  and  neighbourhood  of  Kidder- 
minster, in  the  county  of  Worcester,  was 
also  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  in  the  exercise  of  those  inesti- 
mable rights  with  which  the  constitation 
of  the  country  has  invested  them,  the  pe- 
titioners most  respectfully  approach  tho 
House  on  subjects  of  the  highest  import- 
ance to  their  national  and  individual  wel- 
fare :  in  the  institution  of  the  authorities 
of  the  House,  they  behold  that  link  which 
unites  them  to  the  throne ;  and  to  the 
House,  as  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  direct  their  confidence  and  expecta- 
tions; their  immediate  connection  with 
those  whose  sufirages  have  entrusted  to 
the  House  the  preservation  of  their  inte- 
rests, naturally  leads  them  to  look  to  their 
sympathy  for  commiseration,  to  their 
wisdom  for  direction,  and  to  their  mea- 
sures for  redress  ;  the,  petitioners  will 
therefore  state,  with  respectful  sobmisuon, 
thQ  circumstances  and  wishes  to  which 

8 


1089] 


Petition  from  Essex  reacting  Rtform. 


April  28,  1812. 


[1090, 


they  would   claim   the   attention   of  the 
House,  and    which,  they  are   persuaded, 
will  be  found  to  prevail  in  the  case  of  a 
great  majority  in  every  part  of  the  united 
empire  ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  residing 
in  a  town  and  district,  than  which  none  in 
their  county  ranks  higher  in  manufacturing 
importance,  and    but  one   in  population, 
possess  the  means  of  accurately  observing 
the  ejects  of  protracted  war  and  restricted 
commerce  ;  in  illustration  of  these  eflfects, 
they  would  submit  to  the  attentive  consi* 
deration  of  the  House  the  high  price  of  all 
the  necessaries  of  life,  the  multitudes  of 
the   labouring  classes  of  the  community 
thrown   out   of  employment,  t!)e  conse- 
quent  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of 
their  obtaining  honestly,  and  without  paro- 
chial aid,  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
the  too  well  founded  anticipation  of  con- 
sequences, which  (by  adding  to  physical 
moral  evils)  must  prove  still  more  calami- 
tous both   to  the  individual  sufferers,  and 
to  the  couDtry  at  large;  in  thus  adverting 
to  the  peculiar  distresses  of  one  particular 
class,    the  petitioners  would  by  no  means 
have  it   inferred  that  they  are   the  only 
sufferers  ;   it  must  be  obvious  to  the  House 
that  tht'  ut)precedented  number  of  failures 
and  banki  u])tcies  in  the  higher  departments 
of  commercial   society,  and   in  all  its  de- 
scending gradaiions,are  immediately  owing 
to  the  same  causes,  which  in  their  ultimate 
but  severest  operation  affect  the  labourer 
and  mechanic,  war  (and   especially  when 
conducted  on  the  principles  uf  that  in  which 
we  are  at  present  involved)  being  more  in- 
jurious to  a  commercial  nation   like  our 
own,  than  to  one  which  possesses  within 
itself  greater  physical  resources;  and  the 
pditioners  pray,  that  the  House  will  do  all 
that  ill  them  lies  for  the  attainment  of  an  ho- 
nourable peace;  hut  if  this  great  and  truly 
desirable  object  proves  at  present  unattain- 
able, the  petitioners  will  still  feel  ananxious 
solicitude  (a  solicitude  which  has  increased 
with  each  succeeding  day's  experience) 
that  tlie  House  should   give  due  attention 
to  the  importance  of  public  ceconomy,  and 
to  the  removal  of  all  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  commercial  intercourse  with  neutral  na- 
tions, excluded  as  this  country  is  in  a  great 
degree  from  the  European  and  American 
markets  ;  the  necessity  is  sulliciently  ob- 
vious of  widening  every  remaining  chan- 
nel for  the  free  employment  of  the  com- 
mercial capital  of  the   empire  ;    the  peti- 
tioners therefore  most  earnestly  inireatthe 
House  nut  to  alldw  of  any  prolongation  to 
the   present   term   of  that  great  national 
(VOL.  XXII.) 


grievance,  the  East  India  monopoly,  but  to 
resolve  that,  on  the  principles  of  a  liberal 
ceconomy,  the  ad  vantages  of  that  trade  shall 
be  enjoyed  by  the  nation  at  large,  without 
exclusion  or  limitation  ;  lastly,  before  the 
evils,  which  now  press  so  severely  on  lh» 
various  classes  of  th^  community,  are  ex- 
tended and  multiplied  in  a  degree,  from 
the  contemplation  of  which  in  its  various 
aspects  the  mind  revolts,  the  petitioners 
beseech  of  the  House  to  investigate  the 
causes,  to  ascertain  eOTectual  means  of  coun- 
teraction, and,  from  motivesof  humanity,  of 
policy,  of  patriotism,  and  of  justice,  to  ad« 
minister  the  appropriate  remedies." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  Essbx  respectino 
Reform.]  Mr.  Westerne  presented  a 
Petition  froln  the  freeholders  and  inhabi- 
tant householders  of  the  county  of  Essex, 
setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners,  impelled  by  a 
strong  sense  of  the  duty  they  owe  to 
themselves  and  to  their  country,  at  this 
eventful  and  unprecedented  conjuncture 
of  public  affairs,  avail  themselves  of  their 
right  of  petitioning  the  House,  in  order  to 
lay  before  them  their  sentiments  on  the 
present  very  imperfect  and  inadequate 
representation  of  the  people  in  parliament 
under  the  existing  forms  of  election ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  conceive,  that  one 
excellent  part  of  the  constitution  consists 
in  the  representative  system,  by  which 
the  people  are  allowed'  a  due  share  in  the 
government ;  but,  after  they  have  seen  it 
distinctly  stated,  iti  a  Petition  presented 
to  the  House,  on  the  6tb  day  of  May,  ia 
the  year  17Q3,  and  evidence  tendered  in 
proof  of  the  facts,  that  three  hundred  and 
seven  of  the  members,  for  England  and 
Wales  only,  are  not  sent  to  parliament  by 
the  suffrages  of  the  people,  that  they  are, 
on  the  contrary,  returned  by  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  Peers  and  Commoners ;  and 
when  they  find  that  these  allegations  stand 
at  this  day  on  the  Journals  of  Parliament 
uncontradicted,  they  cannot  but  conclude 
that  the  House  has  lamentably  departed 
from  its  original  and  constitutional  cha- 
racter, "  a  full  and  free  representative  of 
the  Commons  of  these  realms;'*  and  that 
to  this  alarming  defect  the  petitioner*! 
ascribe  the  far  greater  part  of  their  national 
calamities,  therefore  it  is  they  would  bring 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House  the  blood 
that  has  been  wasted  in  wars,  which  to 
say  the  least,  wiser  councils  might  have 
avoided;  therefore  they  would  remind  the 
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House  of  the  vast  and  feerftil  magnitude  of 
the  public  expenditure,  and  of  the  accu- 
mulated increase  of  d«bt  and  taxation  ; 
and  that  to  the  same  source  they  ascribe 
the  decisions  of  the  House,  on  yarious  oc- 
casions, in  manifest  opposition  to  the  de- 
clared sense  of  the  country,  and  to  its 
most  essential  interests,  at  well  as  in  direct 
contradiction  to  their  own  recorded  opi- 
nions ;  above  all,  the  petitioners  attribute 
to  this  unhappy  cause  the  unwillingness 
hitherto  shewn  in  parliament  to  enquire 
into  and  correct  the  corruptions  and  abuses 
which  prevail,  too  notoriously  for  denial, 
in  the  procuring  of  seats  in  the  House,  and 
which  tend,  by  diminishing  its  virtue,  to 
destroy  the  conGd^nce  of  the  people  in 
the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament;  and 
that  for  these,  as  well  as  for  maay  other 
powerful  reasons  that  might  be  derived 
from   existing  circumstances,  whicb  the 
petitioners  forbear  to  ipention,  lest   they 
should  too  much  mix  their  present  feelings 
with  discussion  on  the  vital  principles  of 
the  liberties  of  England,  they  beseech  the 
House,  that  the  Septennial  Act,  which, 
under  a  plea  of  public  danger,  was,  in 
contempt  of  national  right,  passed  by  a 
House  of  Commons  chosen  only  for  three 
years,  be  forthwith  repealed ;  and  that,  in 
addition  to  the  land-owners,  and  in  lieu  of 
returns  to  parliament,  in  the  name  of  de- 
populated or  close  or  venal  boroughs,  the 
householders  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
directly  paying  a  certain  assessment  to 
the  state,  may,  with  the  exception  of  the 
peers  of  the   realm,  have  a  vote  in  the 
election  of  members  of  the  House,  and 
under  such   regulations  of  tbe   poll,   as 
would  prevent  the  ruinous  expence  of  con- 
tested elections,  but  too  often  the  result,  as 
they  are  now  conducted,    a  precaution, 
they  will  add,  not  more  necessary  towards 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  parlia- 
ment, than  it  is  for  the  preservation  of  pub- 
lic morals;  and  that  an  efficient  and  con- 
stitutional Reform  in  the  powers  of  elec- 
tion to  the  House,  they  are  fully  persuaded 
would  afford  a  safe  certain  and  speedy  re- 
medy for  the  numerous  grievances  under 
which  the  petitioners  labour ;   and  they 
are,  moreover,  persuaded,  that  it  is  the 
only  efficient  remedy  to  be  found  for  them, 
because  it   is  only  by  such  Reform,  and 
with  the  term  of  the  representative  trust 
considerably   shortened,  that  the  House 
can  restore  that  identity  of  interest  be- 
tween the  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons   and   the  people  at  large,  without 
which  the  petitioaers  have  no  rational  as- 


surance that  they  shall  enjoy  tba  bloiaian 
of  free  and  equal  govesnmeat  under  tm 
safeguard  of  the  English  coostttolion  ;  and 
that  the  disastrous  times  in  which  m  liyci 
demand  this  open  avowal  of  the  tbooghli 
and  wishes  of  the  petitioners,  on  m  measure 
again  and  again  brought  before  the  Hense^ 
and  in  the  language  in  which  they  have 
conveyed  them,  they  intreat  the  Hoose  lo 
believe  they  intend  the  House  no  disr»* 
spect,  though  the  petitioners  frankly  con- 
fess they  are  unacquainted  with  words  too 
strong  to  express  what  they  foci  on  a  topic 
so  intimately  connected  with  their  denreit 
rights  and  most  valuable  interests;  and 
that  in  conclusion,  they  earnestly  pray  the 
House  to  undertake  a  constitnUoiial  Bo- 
form  before  it  be  too  late,  according  to 
the  provisions  they  have  presumed  to 
point  out,  or  in  such  other  node,  aa  to 
their  wisdom  shall  seen»  more  eflEsctnat  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  important  ob* 
ject  which  the  petitioners  have>m  tiow,  ao 
shall  the  affections  of  the  people  be  coih 
ciliated,  the  House  retrieve  its  dae  woighl 
and  influence  on  the  public  mHid«  the  »• 
temal  peace  and  independence  of  the 
country  be  secured,  stability  gwvtn  to  tbe 
throne,  and  our  liberties,  oor  best  inho- 
ritance,  be  perpetuated/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

LoBD  Stanley's  Motion  fo»  a  Gom- 

M1TT£E    ON   THE   PETITIONS    AGAINST  TBB 

Orders  in  Council.]  Lord  Skmkf  on 
rising,  expressed  his  regret  that  it  had  not 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  an  abler  person  than 
himself  to  bring  the  important  sabjeet  on 
which  he  was  about  to  address  them  bo- 
fore  the  consideration  of  the  Honat.  It 
was  not  his  intention,  however,  to  go  at 
any  great  length  into  the  general  qaec- 
tion  of  the  policy  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, a  subject  so  lucidly  and  eloquently  ■ 
treated  on  a  recent  occasion  by  bis  bon. 
and  learned  friend.  He  should  limit  him- 
self therefore  to  that  view  of  those  Orders 
which  were  connected  with  the  immtdiale 
motion  which  he  was  about  to  submit.  In 
the  year  1 806,  the  violent  meesares  and 
decrees  of  the  enemy  induced  the  Britisb 
government  to  take  such  steps  as  seemed- 
best  calculated  by  a  counter  operation  to 
inflict  upon  the  French  government  those 
commercial  injuries  with  which  it  had  en- 
deavoured to  assail  us.  Whatever  might 
be  the  policy  of  the  Order  then  isioed,  ho 
must  deny  that  the  Decrees  against  which 
it  was  directed  were  const^cted  upon  any 
novel  or  unprecedented  principles*    Sfani- 
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lar  principles  bad  been  adopted  in  1739> 
and  17.06.  They  had  been  acted  on  during 
the  American  as  well  as  the  late  wars. 
Never,  however,  had  they  been  attended 
with  those  consequences  which  unfortu- 
nately now  so  distinctly  depressed  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country. 
Never  bad  they  been  found  to  produce 
the  practical  result  of  destroying  the  ma- 
nufactures, and  annihilating  the  trading 
prosperity  of  the  empire. — So  far  from 
their  having  been  followed  by  any  such 
efiects,  it  was  well  known  that  until  the 
present  period,  those  manufactures  conti- 
nued to  flourish  more  and  more^  and  that 
prosperity  progressively  to  increase.  The 
measures  therefore  of  17^9  and  1756  had 
been  completely  impotent  in  their  effect 
on  British  commerce ;  and  in  his  opinion 
there  had  been  no  reason  to  expect  that 
the  Decree  of  i  806  would  have  had  a  mere 
extensive  operation  upon  it.  Had  Buona- 
parte any  greater  power  than  his  prede- 
cessors in  the  government  of  France  to 
enforce  his  hostile  schemes  against  our 
commerce  ?  Were  his  fleets  so  large,  or 
his  command  over  the  ocean  so  entire  as 
to  enable  him  to  do  what  the  former  rulers 
of  his  territories  had  never  succeeded  in 
accomplishing?  But  admitting  his  object 
tu  be  the  complete  exclusion  of  commo- 
dities of  British  growth  or  manufacture, 
from  all  the  ports  of  his  dominion^  what 
was  this  but  acting  on  a  policy  which  Had 
been  exercised  by  other  continental 
powers  as  welt  as  by  the  British  govern- 
ment  at  various  periods?  What  was  it  in 
short  but  adoptingkt  principle  of  policy, 
and  enforcing  it  with  more  than  ordinary 
vigour,  which  every  state  had  an  inherent 
right  to  adopt,  as  a  principle  of  mere  mu- 
nicipal  regulation?  It  remained  for  others 
to  shew  how  any  such  regulations  could 
affect  the  trade  between  neutral  states  and 
the  belligerent,  against  whose  interests 
they  were  directed.  They  had  not 
operated  in  the  present  instance  to  raise 
the  rate  of  insurance,  and  the  remittances 
from  Europe  rose  subsequent  to  their  pro- 
mulgation. What  was  the  case  after  the 
system,  the  childish  and  impotent  system 
of  retaliation  was  adopted  on  our  part? 
The  face  of  things  was  at  once  changed. 
»— The  remittances  fell  in  a  short  time  in 
the  ratio  of  100  to  90;  America,  almost 
the  only  neutral  nation,  was  disgusted ; 
her  ports  were  shut  against  us,  all  inter- 
course ceased,  and  not  only  the  trade 
which  we  carHed  on  directly  with  her, 
but  that  which  we  maintained  clrcuitously 


through  her  means,  and  which  it  was  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  enemy  to  prohibit^ 
before  he  was  aided  in  his  views  by  our 
own  injurious  and  disastrous  policy,  were 
sacrificed  together.  But  whether  all  the 
evils  that  were  now  so  deeply  felt,  ought  or 
ought  not  to  be  traced  to  the  operation  of 
the  Orders  in  Couocih  it  was  undeniable 
that  there  was  at  present  great  and  gene- 
ral distress,  and  asa  member  of  parliament^ 
and  more  particularly  as  the  representa« 
tive  of  part  of  one  of  the  counties  affected 
in  a  peculiar  manner  by  that  distress,  he 
had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  Petitions  now  ly- 
ing on  the  table.— -The  distresses  that  ai 
present  existed  no  one  could  deny,  what- 
ever difference  of  opinion  there  might  be 
with  respect  to  the  causA  In  the  Peti- 
tions with  which  their  table  was  crowded, 
various  remedies  were  suggested.  It  was 
thouffht,  by  some,  that  relief  could  be  de- 
rived from  the  reduction  or  abolition  of 
sinecure  places,  and  the  lessening  of  sala- 
ries, which  were  disproportioned  to  the 
services  performed ;  but  whatever  might 
be  his  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of 
such  a  measure,  he  thought  it  would  go  a 
very  short  way  towards  the  effectual  re- 
lief of  the  country.  Another  suggestioa 
was,  the  non- renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the 
East  India  Company^  and  the  extension  of 
the  trade  of  that  country  tind  China  to  the 
merchanu  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  but 
even  that  measure,  great  an  effect  as  it 
appeared  calculated  to  produce,  could  not 
take  pUce  ibr  two  years ;  and  the  distress 
of  the  country  was  such  as  could  not  wait 
the  effect  of  an  operation  so  distant — Ht^ 
therefore,  was  witling  to  hope,  that  some- 
thing might  be  devised  more  likely  to  be 
efficacious.  One  of  the  Petitions  com- 
plained of  the  insensibility  which  the  pe- 
titioners declared  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rose)  had  shewn  to  theit  sufferings. 
Whatever  might  have  passed  on  the  oc- 
casion alluded  toi,  he  was  ready  to  acquit 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  govern- 
ment of  any  decided  insensibility  to  the 
distresses  of  the  country ;  but  while  he 
abstained  from  attributing  any  improper 
motive  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  (which 
he  was  sure  was  far  from  his  mind) :  he 
thought,  at  the  same  time,  that,  standing 
as  he  did,  in  the  capacity  of  a  confidential 
adviser  of  the  croWn,  he  should  have  been 
a  little  more  cautious  in  the  language  he 
made  use  of;  and  he  should  have  recol<- 
lectedi  that  though  what  he  said  might 
«e«Di  H  contain  nothing  extraordinary  ik 
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toes  could  until  lately  be  purchased  for 
seven  shillings  ;  they  were  now  advanced 
to  seventeen  shillings.  The  same  qasQ- 
tity  of  oatmeal  could  until  lately  be  por- 
chased  for  forty  two  shillings ;  it  was  now 
advanced  to  sixty-seven  shillings.  The 
average  wages  of  a  manufacturer  were 
from  nine  to  eleven  shillings  a  week  ;  end 
how,  out  of  that  sum,  an  individual  could 
support  and  clothe  himself  and  family  and 
pay  his  house  rent,  he  was  at  a  Iota  to 
conceive.  In  other  parts  they  were  rather 
higher,  but  they  were  obtained  only  by 
working  over  hours  and  beyond  the  usual 
habits.  He  then  referred  to  some  lietten 
from  different  parts  of  the  country,  con« 
firming  these  statements.  A  magistrate  of 
one  district,  whose  letter  he  held  in  his 
handy  declared  it  was  impossible  in  hit 
neighbourhood,  that  a  w^eaver,  with  a  wife, 
and  two  or  three  children,  even  thoogli 
they  were  in  good  health,  could  earn  a 
subsistence,  not  so  much  from  adepreuion 
of  wages,  which  were  rather  higher  than 
at  the  same  time  last  year,  but  from  the 
great  increase  in  the  price  of  provisions.' 
Another  letter  from  Liverpool,  stated  that 
the  number  of  vessels  in  the  docks  was 
only  62,  the  number  of  carts  employed 
66,  while  127  were  idle,  the  number  of 
ships  in  the  graving  docks  1],  though 
they  were  capable  of  holding  27,  and  .in 
the  year  1810  were  quite  full,  besides 
many  waiting  to  go  in,  and  many  on  the 
banks — not  one-third  of  the  sail-makeH 
were  employed,  and  but  2't  block-makers, 
uiih  a  variety  of  other  particulars,  all 
showing  the  depresftbn  of  commerce. 
The  Petitions  before  the  House,  and  the 
statements  made  by  several  gentlemen  in 
the  House,  proved  that  the  distress  was  not 
merely  confined  to  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  towns,  but  extended  to 
Leicester,  Nottingham,  Stafford,  Birming- 
ham, Kidderminster,  Liverpool,  &c.  &c. 
and  almost  through  the  whole  extent  of 
that  line  of  country.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances, his  lordship  thought  that  there 
was  but  one  course  which  presented  it* 
self,  namely,  a  committee  to  consider  the 
Petitions  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 
That  appeared  to  be  the  only  means  to 
have  a  full,  fair,  and  open  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  obtain  explicit  information 
upon  it.  If  the  House  should  think  it 
right  to  recommend  to  the  gOTsmment 
and  to  the  Prince  Regent,  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  which  had  been 
productive  of  so  much  distress,  he  would 
feel  proud  of  having  been^  in  apy  mj,  th# 


its  import,  yet,  its  levity,  on  minds  agi- 
tated by  the  feelings  of  distress,  was  cal- 
culated to  produce  the  worst  effects. — The 
Petitions  on  the  table  were  unanimous  in 
stating  the  distress  of  the  country,  and 
most  of  them  ascribed  that  distress  to  the 
operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  of 
which  the  petitioners  appeared  to  be 
likely  to  form  an  accurate  judgment. 
As  a  reply  to  those  allegations,  he 
presumed  that  the  late  Declaration  had 
been  issued  by  the  government  of  this 
country,  which  proceeded  on  the  state- 
ment of  the  French  minister  to  the 
Conservative  Senate.  This  Declaration 
contained,  in  effect,  most  decidedly  the 
precise  purport  and  meaning  of  the  ex- 
pressions attributed  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman ;  it  staled  in  effect,  though  not  in 
terms,  that  Great  Britain  and  France  were 
in  the  situation  of  (wo  persons  whose 
beads  were  immersed  in  a  bucket,  to  try 
which  coulil  bear  suffocation  the  longer. 
This  document  declared,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  were  determined  to 
persevere,  o[)  the  punctilio  of  priority  in 
the  Orders  in  Council;  and  that  however 
great  the  distress  of  the  people  might  be, 
there  was  no  hope  of  relief,  support,  or  re- 
dress, from  their  own  government.  But, 
in  a  more  statesmanlike  point  of  view,  whci 
were  to  be  the  juilges  of  the  continuance 
of  the  system  ?  Was  the  option  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  this  government, 
and  transferred  to  those  of  Buonaparte, 
whose  strongest  interest  it  was  that  we 
should  continue  a  system  so  conducive  to 
his  advantage  ?  What  was  this  but  surren- 
deruig  our  own  free  will,  pledging  our- 
selves to  a  particular  policy,  and  resolving 
to  make  our  own  future  measures,  under 
any  circumstances,  dependent  on  those  of 
the  enemy  ?  He  could  see  no  ground  on 
which  such  a  determination  was  to  be  de- 
fended. He  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  enquire 
minutely  into  the  extent  and  magnitude 
of  those  distresses,  under  which  the  manu- 
facturing classes  of  the  community  were 
now  labouring,  and  from  every  quarter  he 
had  received  accoitnts,  varying  as  to  the 
particular  degree  in  which  they  were  felt 
in  diff'erent  places,  but  all  agreeing  as  to 
their  universal  existence.  From  all  parts 
there  were  statements  of  the  want  of  em- 
ployment, scantiness  of  food,  and  high 
price  of  provisions.  The  food  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers in  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent, 
was  chiefly  pgtatoes  and  oatmeal :  two 
hundred  and  forty  poimds  weight  of  pota- 
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humble  instrument  of  bringing  about  so 
desirable  an  event.  But  if  the  House 
should  decide  otherwise,  he  would  have 
the  consolation  of  reflecting,  that  he  had 
endeavoured  to  discharge  his  duly  to  his 
constituents  and  to  the  country.  He  might 
in  that  case  regret  the  decision ;  but  he 
should  submit  to  it,  and  he  hoped  that 
others  out  of  the  House  would  submit  also, 
and  that  there  would  be  no  repetition  of 
those  disturbances  which  had  disgraced 
many  parts  of  the  country.  But  at  the 
same  time  he  could  not  help  saying,  that 
it  was  almost  loo  much  to  expect  a  starv- 
ing population,  deprived  of  the  possibility 
of  getting  employment,  to  submit,  with- 
out a  murmur,  to  an  accumulation  of  dis- 
tress. It  were  much  to  be  wished,  that 
the  people  should  always  proceed  by  the 
proper  and  constitutional  modeof  Petition  ; 
hut  he  was  not  surprised  at  enormities 
committed  by  those  who  seemed  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  no  idea  but  that  of  their  suf- 
ferings ;  and  as  he  believed  they  acted 
entirely  from  the  impulse  of  the  moment, 
in  consequence  of  the  distress  they  la- 
boured under,  he  thought  that  there  was 
nuu  h  to  be  overlooked  in  the  misguided 
conduct  of  those  persons.  He  would  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  any  further, 
but  would  proceed  to  move,  "  That  the 
several  Petitions  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  this  Hou>e,  in  this  session  of 
parliament  against  the  Orders  in  Council, 
be  retened  to  the  consideration  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  w  hole  House." 

Mr.  Hose  expressed  his  satisfaction  that 
the  tin)e  was  tome  when  the  subject  could 
be  fully  discussed.  From  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord,  it  appeared  that  he 
was  w  holly  unacquainted  with  the  real  na- 
ture of  the  Berlin  Decree.  The  noble 
lord  had  described  it  merely  as  a  munici- 
pal regulation,  and  that  of  a  nature  by  no 
means  novel.  In  May,  1806,  in  conse- 
quf  ncf  of  prior  tfllirts  of  France  to  distress 
Eri'is!>  ctiomierce,  the  late  government  of 
this  CDUotry  issued  orders  to  blockade  all 
ilie  [)orts  from  Brest  to  the  river  Elbe. 
In  the  w  isdoni  and  justice  of  this  order  he 
periVctlv  con(  urred.  At  that  period  we 
had  a  naval  power  sufficient  to  enforce  the 
blockade,  and  it  was  consistent  with  the 
law  of  nations  to  do  so.  The  consequence 
was,  however,  the  promulgation  of  the 
Berlin  Decree.  This  Decree  denied  our 
right  to  take  merchant  ships  at  sea,  who 
were  endeavouring  to  violate  the  blockade. 
Was  that  not  novel  ?  It  declared  •that  a 
blockadje  could  extend  only   to  fortified 
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places,  actually  besieged,  a  denial  extend* 
ed  by  a  subsequent  explanation  on  the 
part  of  the  duke  of  Cadore,  to  places  be* 
sieged  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea.  Was 
that  not  novel?  It  declared  the  British 
islands  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  prohi- 
bited all  continental  intercourse  with  them, 
proclaimed  all  British  subjects,  wherever 
found,  to  be  prisoners  of  war,  and  what  was 
more  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  all  British  merchan<« 
dize,  wherever  found,  to  be  forfeited.  If 
British  goods  for  instance  were  found  on 
board  of  an  American  ship  trading  between 
America  and  China,  by  this  Decree  they 
were  to  be  confiscated.  Was  all  this  not 
novel?  Was  it  a  municipal  regulation?  No- 
thing could  be  more  unlike  any  former  pro- 
ceeding. He  had  often  been  told  that 
the  Berlin  Decree  was  nugatory,  and  that 
our  ships  had  traded  after  its  promulgation 
asuninterruptedly  as  before  it.  He  readily 
admitted,  that  from  the  time  of  its  promul- 
gation, in  November.  1800,  until  after  the 
peace  of  Tilsit,  in  July,  1807,  the  Berlin 
Decree  did  actually  remain  a  dead  letter; 
because,  during  that  time,  the  enemy  had 
no  means  of  enforcing  it.  But  what  fol- 
lowed? Immediately  that  the  peace  of 
Tilsit  placed  his  army  at  the  disposal  of 
the  French  emperor,  he  marched  troops 
into  all  the  ports  of  the  continent,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  Berlin  Decree 
into  effect.  This  active  operation  of  the 
Decree  commenced  in  August,  1807,  and 
it  was  well  known  that  two  months  after- 
wards no  less  than  65  British  vessels  re- 
turned, heavily  laden,  from  Heligoland, 
having  been  unable  to  get  rid  of  their  car- 
goes. In  consequence  of  this  interruption 
of  British  commerce,  the  Order  in  Council 
of  1 80f  was  issued,  which  recited  that  the 
former  Order  had  been  found  ineffectual, 
and  declared  all  the  ports  of  Europe  in  a 
state  of  rigorous  blockade.  This  was  fol- 
lowed in  the  succeeding  month  by  the 
Milan  Decree,  which  enacted  that  a  neu- 
tral of  any  nation,  having  touched  at  an 
English  pprt,  or  having  allowed  herself  to 
be  searched  by  an  English  ship,  should  for 
that  act  be  denationalized,  deprived  of  the 
protection  of  her  king,  and  treated  as  Eng- 
lish property.  These  were  the  two  De- 
crees which  the  noble  lord  had  character- 
ized as  having  nothing  new  in  them,  no- 
thing that  had  not  been  common  in  former 
wars;  which  ought  not  to  have  put  us  on 
our  defence,  or  led  us  to  retaliate.  In 
April,  1809y  the  Orders  in  Qouncil  of  1807 
wer^  80  modified  as  to  coqfine  the  prohi^ 


IIOS]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,       Lord  Stad^U  MoUmfir  a  Commkut       [1101 


now  done  away.  The  licensing  system 
had  been  treated  as  if  new  in  its  nature, 
but  the  fact  was,  that  it  had  always  been 
bad  recourse  to  in  former  wars,  in  trading 
with  the  West  India  colonies.  Notwith- 
standing what  had  been  said  of  the  unfa- 
vourable situation  of  the  country,  and  all 
that  the  French  emperor  had  done  to  in- 
jure us,  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  state  that 
the  exchanges  had  risen  since  last  April, 
15\  per  cent,  with  Hamburgh,  9^  with 
Amsterdam,  and  12  per  cent  with  Paris. 
He  thought  upon  the  whole,  he  had  made 
it  clear  to  the  House,  that  notwithstanding 
all  the  power  of  the  enemy,  the  trade  to 
Europe  was  still  carried  on  with  consi- 
derable advantage,  and  that  it  would  be 
great  indiscretion  in  us,  to  give  up  a  more 
extensive  trade  than  that  with  America, 
for  the  uncertain  advantages  which  might 
possibly  result  from  opening  the  French 
ports,  and  renewing  our  intercourse  with 
America. 

Having  said  so  much  on  the  question, 
he  hoped  he  might  be  excused  for  tres- 
passing for  a  few  moments  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  with  respect  to  what 
concerned  himself  personally.  There  was 
a  Petition  on  the  table  of  the  House,  in 
which  he  was  described  as  holding  a  large 
sinecure  office,  and  totally  insensible  to 
the  miseries  of  the  country.  The  noble 
lord  had  said  he  had  made  use  on  a  cer- 
tain recent  occasion,  of  very  indecorous 
expressions.  He  owned  if  he  could  have 
been  guilty  of  treating  lightly  the  suffer- 
ings of  any  class  of  men,  he  deserved  the 
aeverest  reprehension.  It  was  the  first 
time  in  his  life  that  such  a  charge  had 
ever  been  brought  against  him— the  first 
instance  in  a  political  life  of  30  years; — 
and  how  far  the  gentleman  who  had  made 
it,  in  the  face  of  the  country,  could  recon- 
cile the  declaration  to  his  conscience,  it 
did  not  belong  to  him  to  say.  He  thought 
he  had  not  in  the  slightest  degree,  either 
in  his  words,  or  in  the  manner  he  uttered 
them,  given  occasion  for  oftence  of  any 
sort.  He  was  not  at  the  period  he  alluded 
to,  in  the  discharge  of  his  odicial  duty ; 
but  happened  to  call  on  his  rifrht  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  uf  the  Exchequer 
for  a  very  different  purpose — he  was  lite- 
rally an  intruder  there.  Whatever  words 
therefore  might  be  uttered  by  him,  surely 
ou^ht  not  to  be  imputed  as  a  charge 
against  government.  However  inconsi- 
derate they  might  be,  surely  to  make  them 
a  matter  of  complaint  in  a  Petition  to  that 
jHlouse,  was  without  example  in  the  his- 


tory of  the  country.  He  certainly  did  nj 
to  the  gentlemen  from  Birmingham  some- 
thing like  this,*-tl^t  it  might  happen  that 
the  distress  they  felt  was  very  great*  bnl- 
still  if  the  relief  to  them  in  particular  was 
not  consistent  with  the  general  good  of  the* 
country,  it  could  not  be  granted.  If  he 
could  not  accede  to  the  Petition,  his  next 
duty  was  not  to  mislead  gentlemen.  It 
had  happened  to  him  to  have  more  inter* 
course  with  the  lower  orders,  than  any 
man  either  in  or  ouf  of  the  House.  Hia 
doors  were  always  open  to  all  classes^  and 
he  never  sent  any  away  unanswered.  Hm. 
then  produced  and  read  extracts  from  se* 
veral  votes  of  thanks  from  the  Spitalfielda 
weavers  and  the  committee  of  journeymen 
mechanics,  for  his  kindness  to  them  on  se- 
veral occasions,  which  insiances  he  se- 
lected from  a  great  many  for  the  purpose 
of  shewing,  that  he  was  a  very  unlikely 
man  to  treat  the  sufFerings  of  any  classes 
of  the  community  with  levity  or  disrespect* 

Nothing  short  of  an  accusation  of  hay- 
ing committed  some  horrid  crime,  could  be 
more  revolting  to  bis  feelings,  than  what 
had  been  charged  against  him,  and  he  de-^ 
nied  that  he  had  exhibited  any  such  le- 
vity. The  petitioners  from  Birmingham 
he  believed  to  be  honest,  worthy  people, 
and  he  was  far  from  charging  upon  them' 
the  malignity  of  the  accusation :  but  the 
mind  that  suggested  it  was  certainly  ma« 
lignant. 

With  regard  to  the  question  immediately 
before  them,  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
delusion  in  the  country  as  to  the  Orders  in 
Council.  "  Repeal  them,  and  all  will  be 
well :  persist  in  them,  and  ruin  must  en- 
sue.''  That  was  the  general  language 
held  upon  the  subject.  Hence,  if  the 
House  should  refuse  to  go  into  a  commit- 
tee, the  people  would  think  that  their  suf- 
ferings and  representations  were  not  at- 
tended to ;  and  if  the  committee  was 
granted,  they  would  then  conclude  every 
thing  would  be  accomplished,  for  parlia*- 
ment  was  at  work  in  their  behalf.  He  was 
disposed  to  admit,  however,  the  propriety 
of  going  into  a  committee;  yet  he  did  not 
wish  the  people  to  be  deluded  by  vain  and 
extravagant  expectations;  he  should  there« 
fore  stale  it  as  his  firm  and  unbiassed  opi- 
nion, that  if  the  Orders  in  Council  were- 
repealed,  our  trade  wouUl  be  in6nitely 
worse  than  it  then  was.  But  it  was  due, 
he  thou>i;ht,  to  the  wishes  of  the  petitionera 
that  their  prayers  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  ;  and  therefore  he  should 
not  oppose  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord. . 
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duty  was  continued^  because  tbe  emperor 
of  France  knew  very  well  that  cotton 
could  now  be  maoufiact^ed  only  for  home 
consumption,  and  he  was  careless  what 
duty  was  laid  on«  as  it  would  all  be  paid 
by  his  own  subjects.  But  the  moment  the 
ports  of  France  were  opened,  the  French 
would  be  able  to  meet  us  ool  our  own 
gi'ound.  America  would  be  the  carrief, 
and  France  would  have  the  means  of  send- 
ing her  manufactures  to  Biazil  and  all 
South  America — she  would  be  easily  eaor 
bled  to  do  this  from  her  lar^  population. 
Now  what  would  those  who  were  so  stre- 
nuous  advocates  for  our  trade  say  to  this  ?•«• 
That  the  commodities  of  Blrmtiighan,  and 
other  manufacturing  towns,  would  fiad  aa 
immediate  vent  and  a  con^dedrable:  BMrket 
lie  did  not  deny,  but  it  was  necessary  to  con- 
sider what  would  be  the  coBsoquence  to 
our  trade  in  other  respects  ;— what  effect 
it  would  have  ultimately  on  our  trade  to 
other  parts. — The  trade  at  present  carried 
on  with  the  north  of  Europe,  amounted  in 
the  last  year  to  18,500,000/.  being 
1,000,000/.  more  than  its  amount  in  1806, 
and  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that 
within  the  last  eight  weeks  ib  had  been  in- 
creasing 100,000/.  per  week  on  what  it 
was  at  the  corresponding  period  in  the  last 
year.  Was  this  then  the  time  at  which 
we  should  risk  the  whole  «»f  this  trade  ? 
The  exports  to  America  had  formerly 
amounted  to  about  12  millions  annually. 
Of  this  about  half  had  been  carried  on  on 
account  of  foreign  colonial  settlements. 
The  fair  consumption  of  the  United  States 
might  then  be  taken  to  have  been  six  rail- 
lions.  In  the  last  year  our  exports  to  the 
United  Stales  were  2  millions.  In  1805, 
their  amount  was  11,500.000/.  In  1806, 
and  1807,  12  millions.  In  1803,  they  fell 
to  5,300,000/.  His  opinion  had  been,  that 
as  the  trade  fell  offwith  the  United  States, 
it  would  increase  with  other  parts  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  this  opinion  had  been  borne 
out  for  three  years,  as  the  exports  to  other 
parts  had  increased  from  11,000,000/.  to 
1 8,000,000/.  in  1 808.  In  1 80Q  they  were 
nearly  the  same;  and  in  1810,  they 
amounted  to  17,000,000/.  In  the  last 
year  (1811),  they  had  however  again 
fallen  to  11,803,000/.  the  exports  of  the 
United  States  being  but  2,000,000/.  So 
that  if  we  could  get  over  the  great 
stumbling  block,  the  Orders  in  Council, 
and  the  trade  of  America  were  again 
open  to  us,  all  we  ought  to  expect  was, 
that  our  exports  to  the  United  States  would 
be  raised  from  2,000,000/.  to  6,000,000/. 


atnnually.  If,  however,  we  suffered  a  loi* 
of  4,000,000/,  frooi  the  want  of  an  open 
trade  tp  America,  whaA  did  America  suffer 
herself? — From  a  paper  which  had  been 
presented  to  congress  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  it 
appeared  that  her  exports  in  1810-1811 
ai^unted  to  about  45»00O,00O  of  dollars. 
—Of  these  3,(X)0,000  were  to  Prussia, 
20,000,000  to  England,  18,000^,000  to 
Spain  and  Portugal,  1,11)0^000  to  France^ 
and  to  all  other  parta  of  the  world  between 
2  and  300,000.  Compare  the  importance 
of  her  customers.  To  France  her  exporM 
were  under  2,000,000,  to  England  and  her 
allies  S8,000,000t,  o«it  of  45,(X)0,000,  tiMft 
total  anK>uiit  of  her  exports.  This  was  this 
state  of  American  commerce^  and  if  %h%. 
measures  which  she  had  thought  proper  to 
adopt  were  injurious  to  us^  wbai  were  they 
less  than  ruinous  to  her  ?  The  whole  reve- 
nue of  America,  with  the  exception  of  the 
posl^ofiiice,  amounting  to  about  6o,OOOL 
was  raised  on  the  imports.  There  were 
no  internal  taxes,  they  being  all  repealed 
a  few  years  ago.  America  must,  there- 
fore, be  suffering  in  her  resources  and  re- 
venue in  every  direction* 

Much  bad  been  said  of  what  we  bad 
suffered  in  our  shipping ;  but  a  mucl^ 
larger  part  of  it  was  employed  in  the  con* 
tinental  trade,  than  in  the  trade  with  Ame* 
rica.  There  was  an  account  of  all  the 
shipping  employed  by  Great  Britain,  on 
the  table.  It  had  been  said,  nothing  but 
foreign  shipping  was  employed  in  the  car* 
ry  ing  trade,  and  that  not  a.  ship  of  our  own 
was  to  be  seen  at  sea.  The  shipping  o^ 
1811,  was  higher  than  that  of  1806.  In 
1811,  there  were  1 2,774.  In  1 80a,  1 2,23^, 
In  the  last  year  he  admitted  there  was  a 
falling  off  of  300  British  ships;  but  in 
1810,  there  were  6,000  foreign  ships  em- 
ployed, and  this  year  they  had  fallca 
down  to  3,000.  It  had  been  stated  by  the 
member  for  Hull,  that  government  stores- 
were  frequently  carried  in  neutral  ships — 
but  he  could  say,  that  the  government 
had  always  acted  sacredly  on  this  prin*- 
ciple,  never  to  emplov  a  neutral  ship» 
when  a  British  ship  could  be  found  to  go*, 
tie  proceeded  to  notice  the  state  of  the 
manufactures  in  this  country,  and  adverted 
to  the  West  India  interests,  which  he  con* 
tended,  would  suffer  from  an  opening  of. 
the  ports  of  France.  With  respect  to  the 
licence  system,  it  had  its  origin  with  the. 
last  government,  but  he  thought  it  per- 
fectly justifiable  and  necessary,  to  prevent 
the  trade  of  the  country  heing>  cramped. 
Many  of  the  objectionable  oaftlM  had  t^een 
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to  another  ?  Was  it  not  a  sentiment  cal- 
culated to  destroy  all  confidence  between 
nations,  and  to  interpose  an  impassible 
barrier  to  conciliation;  but  whatcTer 
grounds  we  might  have  for  disbelieving  or 
tor  doubting  the  sincerity  of  the  French 
declaration,  America  was  bound  to  rtceive 
it,  as  she  would  the  declaration  of  any 
other  government  Under  those  circum* 
stances,  therefore,  and  at  the  period  of 
lime  to  which  he  was  alluding,  America 
was  justified  in  demanding  from  us  the  re- 
peal of  our  Orders  in  Council,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  read  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Monro  and  Mr.  Foster,  with- 
out feeling  that  there  was  a  strong  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  the  American  government 
to  repeal  her  commercial  restrictions.  He 
had  dwelt  upon  these  particulars  with  the 
more  earnestness,  because  he  wasextremely 
solicitous  to  convince  the  House,  that  there 
bad  been  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  Ame- 
rica towards  this  country,  at  all  indicatory 
of  a  hostile  disposition  on  the  part  of  her 
government ;  and  that  the  construction 
which  America  had  put  upon  the  declara- 
tion of  Franre,  that  her  Berlin  and  Milan 
Decrees  were  substantially  repealed,  was 
such  as  she  was  justified  in  putting.  For 
a  considerable  time  after  that  declaration, 
nothing  occurred  on  the  part  of  France  to 
prove  that  her  Decrees  were  not  revoked ; 
and  when  our  minister  in  America  main- 
tained that  they  were  not  revoked,  he  was 
immediately  required  to  shew  that  any 
capture  of  any  American  vessel  had  taken 
place,  or  any  act*  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, avowed,  subsequently  to  the  alleged 
revocation,  which  proved  his  assertion. 
This  he  could  not  do,  and  therefore  at  that 
lime  America  had  good  grounds  for  be- 
lieving in  the  revocation,  and  for  requiring 
of  us  to  fulfil  our  agreement,  by  re- 
pealing our  Orders  in  Council.  Nay, 
even  to  this  day,  he  did  not  hear  of  any 
condemnation  in  the  French  courts  of 
prize,  of  yessels  taken  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees;  cap- 
tures he  knew  there  had  been,  since  their 
alleged  revocation,  but  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  condemnations. 

There  was  another  important  question 
which  the  House  bad  to  consider.  Ad- 
mitting that  France  had  completely  put  a 
stop  to  our  commerce  on  the  continent, 
what  remedy  did  the  Orders  in  Council 
offer  to  us?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
■aid,  that  to  them  we  owed  the  present 
prosperous  state  of  our  trade ;  if  that  were 
the  case,  if  our  trade  were  at  this  moment 


really  prosperous,  he  shonld  be  saliiAfed 
of  their  utility  and  expediency ;  bet  «m 
such  the  state  of  the  trade;  or  noherp 
who  would  venture  to  maintain  thai  it  wi% 
in  defiance  of  all  those  PfetitioDs^  coming 
from  almost  every  manufacturisg  district 
in  the  country  ?  He  would,  therefore,  aq^p 
that  if  the  experiment  could  at  all  be  joe* 
tifiable,  the  state  of  our  trade  now  joatified 
it,  and  it  was  worth  while  to  t^  the  ex* 
periment  of  repealing  those  Ordere  in 
Council.  We  certainly  had  nothing  to 
risk,  but  probably  had  much  to  gain ;  theft 
must  be  the  inference,  if  we  looked  pmo* 
tically  at  the  state  of  things.  Bat,  it  wee 
said,  if  we  repealed  our  Orders  in  CoddcII 
France  would  then  be  able  to  obtain  raw 
materials  from  America  to  carry  oq  her 
trade.  In  answer  to  that,  he  woefd  rmplw, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  oar  Ordcn  lie 
Council  as  they  now  stood,  which  et  mil 
prevented  France  from  receiving  ihoee 
raw  materials  to  any  extent  the  pleated 
into  the  Weser,  the  Elbe,  and  the  Emi.  He 
should  not,  however,  go  further  into  the 
general  question,  as  ample  opporlonil^ 
would  be  afforded  for  that  when  the  Hooae 
resolved  itself  into  the  committee  on  the 
subject. 

Lord  CastUreagh  said,  the  rote  heahoold 
give  was  not  an  admission  apon  ihemerite 
of  the  question,  but  merely  a  ootioettien 
to  the  wishes  of  the  country,  lo  go  iaio 
enquiry  on  the  subject,  llie  Orden  in 
Council  were  not  mere  commercial  regu* 
lations,  but  measures  of  just  retaliatien 
against  France ;  and  as  an  effort  agaiatt 
the  enemy,  they  had  been  proved  eAcienb 
He  thought  too,  that  the  country  ooght 
not  to  abandon  such  a  system  on  eecodnft 
merely  of  any  temporary  pressures,  whldw 
however,  had  not  been,  in  his  jedmenH. 
at  all  as  heavy  as  might,  under  mil  cir- 
cumstances, hare  been  reasonably  expeot* 
ed.  The  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  hm 
contended,  were  in  full  force,  end  Sog^ 
land  was  always  prepared  to  say>  that  th# 
Orders  in  Council  should  fall  when  theee 
Decrees  were  withdrawn.  The  condilio^ 
however,  declared  on  the  other  aide,  wep^ 
that  their  Decrees  should  fall  with  the 
surrender  of  our  system  of  blddnde. 
He  trusted  that  if  there  was  any  hoadle 
fueling  in  America  towards  us,  the  eoli- 
duct  of  France  would  bring  her  back  tm 
more  mild  and  favourable  sentimeiiti. 
We  should  not  revoke  our  system  infmTOiir 
of  one  neatral  to  the  manifest  injury  of 
all  others.  He  would  allow  that  Mr* 
Monroe  did  not  cetttend  againtt  the  pria* 
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ciple  of  1806,  but  there  was  a  period  in 
which  America  joined  France,  to  call  upon 
us  for  a  revocation  of  those  principles  of 
blockade  which  we  had  hitherto  main- 
tained, and  the  adoption  of  the  maritime 
rule  of  France.  When  such  a  demand 
wa«  made,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
be  inclined  to  look  upon  it  as  a  mere  com- 
mercial question.  It  was  a  question  of 
great  national  right,  and  as  such  it  ought 
to  be  looked  at,  and  not  as  a  mere  calcu- 
lation of  imports  and  exports.  America, 
he  trusted,  would  not  make  our  conduct 
a  cause  of  war;  but  if  she  did,  our  daty 
would  be  to  satisfy  our  own  minds  as  to 
the  justice  of  the  case,  and  not  to  be  deter- 
red by  our  apprehension  of  war  from  the 
maintenance  of  what  we  knew  to  be  our 
right.  On  the  commercial  part  of  the 
subject,  however,  he  could  not  help  ob- 
serving, that  there  was  a  disposition  in  gen- 
tlemen greatly  to  exaggerate  the  difficul- 
ties experienced.  To  impute  those  diffi- 
culties to  the  Orders  in  Council,  was  nei- 
ther logical  nor  fair.  Looking  to  the  dc 
cumenu  on  the  table,  they  would  find, 
that  the  whole  state  of  the  commerce  dur- 
ing the  present  war,  had  experienced  an 
increase  rapid  beyond  example,  extensive 
and  unnatural  in  its  degree.  They  would 
find  that,  at  the  present  moment,  the  ex- 
port of  British  manufactures  within  the 
yeai-;  exceeded  the  whole  amount  of  the 
manufactures  of  Francei-^The  amount  of 
the  latter  for  the  last  year  was  54,000,000/. 
the  amount  of  the  former  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, 62,000,000/.  for  the  year  before, 
60,000,000/.  and  the  preceding  year, 
49.000,000/.  Many  of  the  present  diffi- 
culties might  be  traced  to  this  unnatural, 
and  as  he  might  call  it,  diseased  and  gi- 
gantic success,  which  recoiled  back  upon 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers.  There 
was  something  in  the  very  prosperity  of 
this  country,  which  rendered  it  more  lia- 
ble to  such  difficulties,  by  rendering  the 
individuals  less  willing  to  leave  their  own 
trades  for  others.  The  direct  trade  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  he  would 
alUw,  was  diminished  by  the  unfortunate 
commercial  hostility;  but  the  exports  to 
the  other  parts  of  America  had  risen  in 
proportion,  so  that  the  general  trade 
across  the  Atlantic  did  not  suffer.  Not- 
withstanding the  policy  of  the  emperor  of 
France,  there  was  much  of  the  trade  of 
France  now  open  to  us,  and  even  in  the 
last  year,  when  the  pressure  was  the 
severest,  we  contrived  to  convey  to  the 
continent  of  Europe  exports  to  the  faloe 


of  1 8  millions  sterling.  He  entreated  that 
gentlemen  would  not  throw  out  loose  and 
general  allusions  upon  this  subject,  calcu- 
lated to  embitter  the  feelings  of  those  who 
suffered  under  difficulties  which  the  reme- 
dy proposed  must  aggravate  rather  than- 
diminish.  He  was  glad  that  enquiry  was 
to  take  place,  but  wished  his  assent  to  the 
motion  to  be  considered  not  as  any  unwise 
disposition  to  surrender  the  rights  of  the 
country,  but  merely  as  a  desire  to  shew 
the  people  that  there  was  no  intention  i^ 
deceive  them. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  nothing  that 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord  should 
tempt  him  for  a  moment  to  deviate  from 
his  resolution  of  saying  nothing  upon  the 
question  till  they  had  come  (^t  from  the 
enquiry,  which  could  alone,  in  his  mind« 
render  them  competent  to  speak  upon  it. 
He  deprecated,  however,  the  exulting^ 
tone  adopted  by  the  noble  lord  in  speak- 
ing of  what  the  noble  lord  was  pleased  to 
term  the  prosperity  of  our  commerce.  As 
to  the  meaning  put  by  the  noble  lord  upon 
his  own  vote,  it  appeared  rather  incon- 
sistent, that  if  that  noble  lord  and  his 
friends  thought  that  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  not  to  be  abandoned,  they  should 
vote  to  send  those  measures,  as  it  were,  to 
their  trial,  by  voting  to  refer  them  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee.  It  was,  ho 
thought,  practising  a  gross  delusion  upon 
the  public,  to  hold  out  to  them  a  shew  of 
relief  if  none  whatever  was  ultimately  in- 
tended. He  could  not  divine  the  motives 
which  had  at  length,  after  such  a  mani- 
festo as  they  had  lately  issued,  induced 
the  ministers — to  use  no  more  invidious 
terms— -induced  the  ministers  to  agree  to 
the  committee.  He  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  committee  might  be  gone  into  to* 
morrow,  and  continue  to  sit  from  day  to 
day,  deferring  all  other  less  urgent  busi- 
ness until  the  present  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Stephen,  in  opposition  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, denied  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
ministers  that  the  Orders  in  Council  should 
be  pot  on  their  trial  in  the  committee. 
The  question  to  be  there  examined  was^ 
whether  any  part  of  the  commercial  dis- 
tress complained  of,  was  owing  to  them, 
and  not  whether  the  policy  which  dictated 
them  was  founded  upon  right  or  wrong 
principles,  notwithstanding  the  petitioners 
firom  Birmingham  had  ventured  to  decide 
the  question,  by  asserting  that  the  go- 

I'  vernment    had   overturned    the   clearest 
principles  of  national  law.    After  the  wisa 
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and  strong  ileclaratU>n  of  ministers  on  the  i 
subject  just  published,  it  would  indeed 
appear  inconsistent  if  they  were  to  assent 
to  the  motion  without  entering  their  pro- 
test  against  the  supposition  that  they  con- 
curredy  because  they  entertained  the 
slightest  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  per- 
sisting in  the  Orders  in  Council.  It  wasa 
foul  libel  to  assert,  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  been  resorted  to  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain. 
He  expressed  his  conviction,  derived  from 
experience  of  the  proceedings  of  a  com- 
mittee four  years  ago,  that  little  or  no  be- 
nefits would  result  from  the  enquiry  about 
to  be  commenced.  He  therefore  rather 
assented  to  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee as  a  negative  good,  and  to  prevent 
misconstruction  ;  and  he  trusted  that  the 
investigation  would  be  conducted  in  a  fair, 
temperate,  and  candid  manner.  In  reply 
to  the  speech  of  another  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Baring)  he  maintained,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  did  insist 
strenuously  not  only  on  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  but  of  the  blockade  of 
1807.  After  noticing  the  impossibility 
that  mechanics  taken  from  their  looms 
could  be  competent  judges  on  a  question 
of  such  vast  magnitude,  and  asserting  that 
the  distresses  of  trade  proceeded  from  the 
glut  of  1809,  and  the  disturbances  from 
the  high  price  of  provisions,  he  concluded 
by  stating  his  willingness  to  go  into  the 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the 
public  mind.  He  reprobated  the  intro- 
duction of  such  topics  as  the  riots  in  Not- 
tinghamshire, and  the  scarcity,  in  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  present  subject;  neverthe- 
less, if  the  yellow  fever  raged  in  the  coun- 
try, and  it  was  the  belief  of  many  persons 
that  it  proceeded  from  the  Orders  iu  Coun- 
cil, he  would  consent  that  the  subject 
should  be  examined,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  removing  the  false  impression. 

Lord  Stanity,  in  explanation,  said  he 
had  not  stated  that  the  Berlin  Decree  was 
a  mere  municipal  regulation.  He  wished 
to  enquire  whether,  if  it  should  appear 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  constituted  the 
principal  cause  of  the  present  distress,  his 
Majesty's  government  would  give  up  the 
measure,  or  persevere  in  their  former  de- 
claration ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  in  this 
stage  of  the  business,  before  any  enquiry 
had  been  made,  to  enter  into  any  pledge 
or  promise  as  to  his  future  conduct.  Sup- 
posing, however^  that  it  vvere  proved  that 


the  distresses  complained  of  were  in 
degree,  or  altogether,  occasioned  by  the 
Orders  in  Council,  it  would  still  reniain  m 
question  for  parliament  to  decide^  whe- 
ther, weighing  the  disadvantages  againit 
the  benefits,  they  should  be  abanmoed. 
He  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  reaal|pf 
the  examinations  would  be,  that  the  om- 
tresses  now  felt  (in  the  only  year  out  of 
the  four  in  which  tht  Orders  in  Council 
existed  in  which  they  had  been  complain- 
ed of)  originated  in  causes  completely 
distinct,  connected  with  the  excessive  com* 
merce  previously  carried  on.  He  woold, 
therefore,  give  no  pledge  as  to  his  fatnro 
determination. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  that  he  coold  an- 
swer his  noble  friend's  question,  thooffh 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  not.  1%e 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 
asked  whether  he  would  consent  to  the 
committee  ?  —His  answer  was  in  the  ne- 
gative. Consulting  his  friends,  howeTcr, 
he  found  among  them  such  strong  symp« 
toms  of  disaQection  as  induced  him  to  mi- 
ter his  determination.  The  Chancellor  ef 
the  Exchequer  was  now  asked  if  be  woqU 
repeal  the  Orders  in  Council  after  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  had  been  made } 
His  answer  was.  Not  If  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  should  discover,  howerer,  thai 
desertion  was  likely  to  ensue,  and  ho 
should  be  lefl  in  a  minority,  when  the 
time  arrived  no  doubt  he  would  be  aa 
ready  to  repeal  the  Orders  as  he  waa  to* 
consent  to  the  committee  upon  them. 

The  queHtion  was  then  put,  and  agreed 
to,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  committee 
on  the  Orders  in  Council  should  sit  to-mor- 
row, and  be  continued  *  de  die  in  diem.* 
Witnesses  from  Birmingham,  Sheffieldf 
Manchester,  &c.  were  summoned  to  at- 
tend on  the  motion  of  Mr,  Brougham* 

Mr.  Henry's  Secrbt  Mission  to  tbb 
United  States.]  Mr.  Whiibrtad^  refers 
ring  to  the  accounts  just  received  by  the 
American  papers,  of  Mr.  Madison's  Mes- 
sage to  Congress,  relatiye  to  an  aothcnriied 
agent  being  employed  by  the  British,  go- 
vernment to  foment  the  separation  of  the 
Eastern  State  from  the  Union,  and  ascer- 
tain the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton on  that  topic,  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  if  he  avowed  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  letter  stating  this  facl^  or 
knew  of  such  agent  so  autboriwsd  ? 

Lord  CoMtUreagk  replied,  that,  in  hia 
opinion,  this  matter  had  been  Tery  nn* 
fairly  broo(;bt  forward  by.tb^  AmcHTlCM 
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government.  He  thanke^  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman for  affording  bim  this  opportunity 
for  explanation,  and  begged,  on  the  part 
of  the  British  government,  to  disclaim, 
most  explicitly  and  peremptorily,  having 
encouraged  any  disposition  of  the  kind 
alluded  to.  It  was  true,  that  an  agent  had 
been  employed  by  sir  James  Craig,  with- 
out the  privity  of  the  government,  who 
only  heard  of  that  circumstance  in  the  dis- 
patch— announcing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  had  been  recalled,  on  the  appearance 
of  a  pacific  understanding  being  come  to 
between  the  countries— having  only  been 
sent  for  the  sole  purpose  of  receiving  in>^ 
formation  necessary  to  the  commander  of 
a  province  threatened  with  invasion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  read  a  passage  from  a 
letter  dated  26th  Feb.  1809,  mentioning 
the  separation  of  the  Union,  and  wished 
to  know  on  its  being  communicated  to  go- 
vernment, what  steps  were  consequently 
taken  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  any  blame  had  been  attached  to 
sir  J.  Craig.  All  that  he  had  directed  the 
agent  to  ascertain  was,  the  temper  of  the 
States  near  that  which  he  had  to  defend  : 
and  thai  he  had  no  other  objects  but  de- 
fence in  view,  was  clear,  from  his  imme- 
diately recalling  the  person  when  the  ap- 
prehension of  invasion  was  over. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  was  not  at  all  sa- 
tisfied with  this  answer,  and  would  be 
glad  to  know  if  government  would  pro- 
duce the  correspondence  with  sir  James 
Craig,  if  moved  for  ? 

Mr.  Ponsonbj/  also  referred  to  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Ryeland,  to  the  agent,  Henry, 
in  which  he  proposed  to  furnish  him  with 
a  cypher,  in  which  to  carry  on  his  cor- 
respondence, and  authorized  him  to  meet 
any  leading  men  on  the  subject  of  the  sepa- 
ration, iflhey  shewed  a  disposition  to  come 
under  the  protection  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. He  was  desirous  of  informa- 
tion on  this  su eject. 

Lord  Cascicrcagh  said,  he  had  not  found 
this  letter  among  sir  J.  Craig's  correspon- 
dence. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  for  the  production  of  these  papers 
to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  April  29. 

EXPENCE  OF  PUBLl^ING  PROCLAMA- 
TIONS IN  THE  Irish  Mewsfapirs.]  Sir 
John  Newport  moved,  "  That  there  be  l^id 


before  this  House,  a  detailed  Account  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  sum  of  10,205/.  12«. 
paid  from  the  Treasury  of  Ireland,  for  pub- 
lishing Proclamations,  and  othtr  matters 
of  a  public  nature,  in  the  Dublin  Gazette, 
and  other  newspapers  in  Ireland,  from  the 
3th  of  January  1811  to  the  5th  of  January 
1812,  specifying  the  titles  and  dates  of 
the  Proclamations  so  published  and  paid 
for/'  In  making  this  motion,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  reprobated  the  wasteful 
manner  in  which  the  public  money  was 
expended,  by  the  publication  of  these 
Proclamations,  which,  he  said,  were  fre- 
quently given  to  the  proprietors  of  news- 
papers, as  a  remuneration  for  their  services, 
in  supporting  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wellaley  Pole  felt  no  disposition  to 
object  to  the  motion,  although  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  given  any  regular 
notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  it  forward. 
With  respect  to  the  wasteful  manner  in 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated 
the  public  money  had  been  squandered, 
he  had  only  to  observe,  that  during  the 
last  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  purposes  alluded  to,  had  been 
much  less  than  on  any  former  occasion, 
having  been  within  tl^e  sum  allowed  by  par- 
liament for  that  purpose.  When  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  Ireland,  the  expenditure  was 
17,000/  per  annum,  and  was  never  less 
than  15,000/.  The  newspaper  in  which 
the  proclamations  were  generally  inserted, 
was  The  Dublin  Journal,  which  it  was 
known  had  been  the  channel  through 
which  the  Irish  government  had  issued 
their  orders  for  fifty  years.  As  to  the  as- 
sertion, that  the  Irish  government  had  re- 
warded or  encouraged  the  conductors  of 
newspapers  who  had  thought  proper  to 
support  their  measures,  by  any  unneces- 
sary expenditure  of  public  money,  he 
begged  leave  to  give  it  the  most  unquali- 
fied contradiction. 

Mr.  Pamell  gave  full  credit  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  for  the  oeconomical  mea- 
sures which  bad  been  pursued  by  the  pre- 
sent government  of  Ireland.  He,  how- 
ever, observed,  that  it  had  been  candidly 
admitted  by  his  predecessor  in  office  (lord 
Wellington,)  that  those  proclamations 
were  given  to  certain  papers  as  a  reward 
for  their  advocating  the  measures  of  go- 
vernment. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Bill  for  preventing  the  Counter* 
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FEiTiNG  OF  Silver  Coin.]  The  Chanoellor 
qf  the  Exchequer  postponed  till  to-morrow 
his  motion  for  repressing  the  issue  of  Local 
Tokens.  He  should  now,  however^  pur- 
suant to  notice,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  increase  the  penalties  imposed 
last  year  on  the  imitating  and  counterfeit- 
ing of  tokens  issued  by  the  Bank.  He 
proposed  also,  that  provision  should  be 
made  in  the  Bill  for  repressing  an  abuse 
which  must  have  come  within  the  obser- 
vation of  many  gentlemen—- he  meant  the 
engraving  of  pieces  of  paper  which  had  all 
the  semblance  of  Bank  notes,  and  which 
were  calculated  to  catch  the  eye  of  the 
unwary.  He  had  seen  a  parcel  of  these 
papers,  which  at  a  little  distance,  and 
when  not  narrowly  inspected,  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  bank-notes  for  one,  five,  or 
twenty  pounds,  which  escaped  the  charge 
of  forgery  by  having  the  word  '  pins'  in- 
stead of  pounds,  but  which  from  their  tex- 
ture and  appearance  might  escape  detec- 
tion and  pass  with  the  unwary,  as  had  ac- 
tually happened  in  a  variety  of  instances. 
The  present  penalty  for  fraudulently  put- 
ting off  such  papers  was  only  six  months 
imprisonment.  He  proposed  that  the  Bill 
should  increase  it  to  12  months  imprison- 
ment for  the  first  oiFeoce,  and  that  the  of- 
fender should  find  security  for  his  good  be- 
haviour for  two  years.  For  the  second 
oirence,  he  had  to  propose  transportation 
for  7  years.  For  the  more  effectual  pre- 
vention of  the  counterfeiting  of  Bank  to- 
kens, he  proposed,  that  the  offence  should 
be  made  a  transportable  felony  for  14 
years.     He  concluded  with  moving, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  further  prevention  of  the  counter- 
feiting of  silver  coin  issued  by  the  gover- 
nor and  company  of  the  bank  of  England, 
called  dollars;  and  of  silver  pieces  issued 
and  circulated  by  the  said  governor  and 
company,  called  tokens ;  and  for  the  fur- 
ther prevention  of  frauds  practised  by  the 
imitation  of  the  notes  or  bills  of  the  said 
governor  and  company.''     Leave  granted. 

Petitions  from  Sheffield,  iiNo 
Whitby,  respecting  the  Renewal  of 
THE  East  India  Company's  Charter.] 
A  Petition  of  the  merchants,  master  manu- 
facturers, and  other  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Shef- 
field, agreed  upon  at  a  meeting  held  at  the 
Cutler's-hall  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1812, 
was  presented  and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  cannot,  without 
deep  GODcern,  and  some  de^ee  of  altnn, 


contemplate  the  present  state  of  the 

merce  and  manufiwtures  of  the  Uoiled 
Kingdom,  excluded  as  they  are,  in  m  great 
measnre,  from  the  principal  markets  kt 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  from  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  by  the  envious  neligBMil 
and  persevering  exertions  of  the  lawlate 
ruler  of  France,  from  North  Americs  bf 
those  intricate  and  long  protracted  die« 
putei  which  continue  to  perplex  the  comi« 
cils  of  both  nations,  from  Africa  by  the 
difficulty  of  access,  and  the  barbarisoi  of 
its  general  population,  and  from  the  richeat 
provinces  of  Asia  by  the  exclusive  mono- 
poly  of  the  East  India  Company;    and 
that  the  petitioners  trust  they  shall  over 
bear,  without  murmuring,  all  neceaaary 
burthens  and  unavoidable  privations,  ra* 
ther  than  compromise,  in  the  smallest  do* 
gree,  the  honour,  the  interest,  or  the  so* 
curity  of  their  country;     they  eannot* 
however,  but  feel  it  a  duty  thus  candidly 
and  temperately  to  state  to  the  Honae,  the 
difficulties  and  distresses  which  all  ranks 
of  mercantile  men  and  manufactarers  id 
the   town  and  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield 
experience  at  the  present  time,  and  to 
claim,  with  freedom  and  confidence,  every 
relief  and  assistance  within  the  power  of 
the  House  to  afford ;    and  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  convinced,   that  one  ef^the 
most  easy  and  effectual  measures  for  this 
purpose  would  be  the  discontinoanco  at 
the  close  of  the  present  grant  of  the  EesI 
India  Company's  commercial  monopoly  | 
and  that  the   petitioners   are  folly  per* 
suaded,  if  the  trade  to  the  Eaat  Indies 
were  thrown  open  to  all  hii  Majesty's 
subjects,  such  new  and  abundant  marmta 
would  be  discovered  and  establislied,  as 
would    enable   them  to  set  at  defiance 
every  effi>rt  to  injure  them  by  that  sworn 
en^my  to  their  prosperity,  and  the  peace 
of  Europe,  the  present  unprincipled  mler 
of  France ;  and  that  the  petitioners  dooU 
not,  if  the  trade  of  this  United  Kingdom 
were  permitted  to  flow  unimpeded  over 
those  extensive  luxuriant  and  opulent  re- 
gions, though  itmight,  in  the  outset,  like  a 
torrent  reorest  and  swoln  by  obstrdction 
when  its  sluices  were  first  opened,  breek 
forth    with   uncontroulable   impetaoaity^ 
deluging  instead  of  supplying  the  district 
before  it ;  jret  that  very  violence  whidi» 
at  the  beginnin||>  might  be  partiaUy  in* 
jurious,  would,  m.the  issue,  proTO  highly 
and    permanently    beneficial;    no   part 
being  unvisitcd,  the  waters  of  commerce 
that  spredB  over  the  face  of  the  land  a|i 
they  fobsided,  would  wear 
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channels  through  which  they  might  con- 
tinue to  flow  ever  afterwards  in  regular 
and  fertilizing  streams ;  and  that  to  the 
M'ealthy,  enterprizing,  honourable  and  in- 
defatigable British  merchant  conducting 
in  person  his  own  concerns,  no  obstacle 
would  prove  insurmountable,  no  prejudice 
invincible,  no  difficulty  disheartening; 
wants,  where  he  found  them,  he  would 
supply;  where  they  did  not  exist,  he 
would  create  them,  by  affording  the  means 
of  gratification  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
are  aware,  that  the  commercial  monopoly 
of  the  East  India  Company,  while  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly prejudicial  to  the  mercantilt 
interest  of  the  community  at  large,  is 
only  in  a  small  proportion  profitable  to 
the  proprietors  themselves,  and,  if  per- 
mitted to  continue,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  its  advantages  will  be  gradually 
reduced  and  deteriorated ;  on  the  par- 
ticular evils  resulting  from  this  monopoly 
the  petitioners  forbear  to  expatiate,  being 
well  assured  that  these  will  not  escape  the 
vigilant  eye  of  the  British  legislature,  nor 
be  suffered  longer  to  exist  than  the  wel- 
fare of  the  colonies  themselves,  and  the 
strict  justice  due  to  the  claims  of  the  East 
India  Company,  shall  imperiously  re(]uire; 
and  praying  the  House  to  take  into  serious 
consideration  the  propriety  ofTefusing  to 
renew  the  expiring  grant  of  an  exclusive 
right  of  trade  to  certain  countries  between 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of 
Magellan  to  the  East  India  Company,  the 
petitioners  being  convinced  that  such  a 
measure  offers  the  fairest  probability  of 
alleviating  the  distresses  of  this  country, 
reviving  its  commerce  and  manufiictures, 
improving  its  revenue,  increasing  the 
navy,  and,  with  the  navy,  the  strength  of 
the  British  empire,  and  under  the  blessing 
of  Providence,  enabling  us  most  success- 
fully to  defeat  the  ambitious  projects  of 
an  implacable  foe,  who  finds  our  resist- 
ance an  insuperable  bar  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  scheme  of  uniTersal  do- 
mination/' 

A  Petition  of  the  merchant  ship  owners 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Whitby,  in  the  county  of  York,  was  also 
presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  approaching  expiration  of 
the  East  India  Company's  Charter  having 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  House,  the 
petitioners  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  if 
the  trade  to  the  British  dominions  in  India 
and  to  the  immense  and  populous  countries 
included  in  the  Charter,  were  laid  open  to 


the  skill  industry  and  capital  of  private 
merchants,  it  would  be  conducted  with  m 
degree  of  energy  and  economy  which  m 
large  public  body  is  incapable  of  exer- 
cising, new  channels  of  commerce  would 
be  discovered,  the  consumption  of  our  ma- 
nufactures extended,  and  our  shipping  in- 
creased, to  the  advantage  of  the  parties 
concerned,  and  the  permanent  augmenta- 
tion of  the  wealth  power  and  resources  of 
the  British  etnpire ;  and  that  the  extentiTe 
and  Hoorishing  commerce  of  the  United 
States  of  America  with  India  and  the 
Chinese  empire,  exhibits  a  proof  that  these 
expectations  of  advantage  from  the  exer- 
tions of  private  individuals  are  not  un- 
founded; and  that  the  petitioners  hope 
and  trust  that  no  reason  can  be  found, 
either  in  justice  or  in  policy,  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  out*port8  from  the  benefit 
of  the  trade  with  India ;  and  though 
the  inhabitants  of  the  port  of  Whitby 
might  not  embark  directly  in  the  trade, 
yet  they  have  no  doubt  of  profiting 
in  common  with  their  countrymen,  from 
the  increased  employment  which  it  would 
offer  to  British  shipping,  and  the  new 
markets  which  it  would  open  to  our  ma» 
nufactures,  and  the  petitioners  fother 
humbly  request  that  the  House  will  not 
impose  any  restraint  on  the  British  mer* 
chant  respecting  the  burthen  of  any  vessel 
to  be  employed  in  the  trade,  but  leave  th« 
choice  to  his  own  judgment  and  discre- 
tion; and  praying  the  Honse  will  be 
pleased  to  adopt  soch  measures  as  to  their 
wisdom  shall  seem  meet,  for  granting  to 
all  his  Majesty's  subjects,  from  and  after 
the  expiration  of  the  East  India  Com* 
pany's  Charter,  a  free  trade  to  and  from 
India  and  its  dependencies,  |md  to  and 
from  the  empire  of  China.'' 
Ordered  to  ^f  upon  the  table. 

Pbtition  op  the  Mekchants,  &c.  in 
Glasgow,  in  fatour  op  the  Orders  in 
Council.]  A  Petition  ef  the  subscriber.^^ 
merchants,  and  manufacturers  in  Glasgow, 
was  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  having  been  in- 
formed that  certain  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers of  the  city  of  Glasgow  hare  repre- 
sented to  the  Hoase,that  the  trade  and  mah 
nufactures  of  the  nation,  and  particularly 
of  that  part  of  the  Unit^  Kingdom,  have 
been  greatly  injared  by  the  operation  of 
his  Miyesty's  Orders 'in  Council  of  the 
26th  of  April,  180&,  the  petitioners  think 
it  due  to  themseWes  hmnbly  to  state  to  the 
House  that,  in  tlieir  opirioa,  the  Orden  in 
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Council  hare  not  limited  or  re«iricted  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  this  nation,  or 
of  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  ex- 
cepting in  so  far  as  they  may  have  been 
the  means  of  producing  those  measures  on 
the  part  of  the  American  government 
which  have  led  to  the  interruption  of  adi* 
rect  intercourse  with  that  country ;  that, 
viewed  as  a  measure  of  hostility  and  reta- 
liation against  the  enemy,  they  have  been 
eminently  successful,  since  tliey  have  in- 
jured his  revenue,  entirely  destroyed  his 
commerce,  and  deprived  him  of  the  means 
of  disposing  of  the  productions  of  France 
and  Holland  ;  that,  under  the  persuasion 
of  the  truth  and  justness  of  these  opinions, 
the  petitioners  humbly  apprehend  it  would 
be  unwise  to  sacrifice,  to  the  wishes  of  a 
small  proportion  of  the  trading  part  of  the 
community,  to  the  threats  of  any  power 
whatever,  or  to  an  object  comparatively 
of  small  importance,  a  system  of  acting, 
which  has  already  produced  consequences 
so  disastrous  to  the  enemy  ;  and  praying, 
that  no  steps  may  be  taken  to  aavise  the 
relinquishing  of  measures  and  principles 
essential  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

CharitablbDonations  Registry  Bill.] 
Mr.  Lockhart  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
ibr  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Sir  W.  Curtis  said,  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  was  such,  as  to  call  for  general  appro- 
bation; yet  there  were  clauses  in  it  which, 
in  his  opinion,  would  completely  overba- 
lance any  good  effects  which  might  result 
from  it.  He  should,  therefore,  give  his 
vote  against  its  passing  into  an  act. 

Mr.  WUherforce  said,  he  was  really  going 
to  see  whether  the  opposition  of  the  wor- 
thy alderman  was  given  wi|h  a  grave  face 
or  not.  He  saw  it  was,  although  he  ob- 
served a  smile  on  the  countenance  of  the 
worthy  alderman,  at  which  he  was  not 
vurprized,  when  he  recollected  that  the 
only  objection  which  induced  him  to  op- 
pose the  progress  of  the  Bill  was,  the  fact 
of  there  being  no  exemption  of  the  Cha- 
rities of  the  city  of  Lomlon.  He  begged 
to  assure  the  hon.  member,  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  suspicion  entertained  of 
the  honour  of  the  difTt^rent  guilds  of  the 
city  of  London;  but  if  they  were  exempt- 
ed from  registering  their  donations,  the 
same  privilege  would  be  claimed  by  other 
corporations,  and  the  great  object  of  the 
Bill  would  be  defeated.  Indeed,  such 
claims  bad  actually  been  made  from  Bris- 


Commiitee  on  the  Petitions  [1190 

tol  and  other  places,  but  they  had  been 
studiously  n^sisteil,  as  interfering  with  the 
main  principle  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Lockhart  expressed  his  surprixe  at 
the  objection  which  bad  been  urged  by  the 
hon.  baronet.  The  more  especially  when 
he  considered  that  there  had  been  but  one 
single  petition  presented  against  the  Biil» 
and  that  from  the  Merchant  Taylors'  Com-. 
pany;  which,  while  it.'approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  objected  to  provi« 
sions  therein  which  did  not  in  reality  exist* 
The  regulations  proposed  were  extremely 
simple,  and  such  as  no  honest  maii  could 
fairly  dissent  from. 

Mr.  Wroutsley  stated,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Merchant  Taylors' 
Company,  calling  upon  him  to  oppose  the 
Bill,  as  unwise  and  unnecessary  ;  bat  on 
examining  its  merits,  so  far  was  he  frona 
concurring  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  .tin*. 
wise  or  unnecessary,  that  he  conceived  it 
of  great  importance,  and  Ijkely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  utmost  benefit  to  the  public* 
as  it  would  prevent  those  abuses  in  the  dis- 
position of  charitable  donations  which  had 
so  long  existed  with  impunity.  He  should 
give  it  all  the  support  in  his  power*. 

Sir  Jamet  Graham  conceived  '4he  Bill 
wholly  unnecessary,  and  only  calculated 
to  put  money  iu  the  pockets  of  the  persona 
with  whom  the  registries  were  to  be  made* 

Mr.  Thompson  supported  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Herbert  wished  that  royal  hospitals 
should  be  exempted. 

Sir  IV.  Curtis  said,  the  objection  to  the 
Bill  did  not  arise  with  the  corporation  of 
London,  but  with  the  twelve  companies. 

The  question  being  then  called  for,  the 
House  divided— For  the  Bill  32 ;  Against 
it  11  ;  Majority  21.  The  Bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Committee  on  the  Petitions  aoainst 
THE  Orders  in  Council.]  The  Sputter 
wished  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  intend- 
ed to  adhere  to  the  accustomed  rule  of 
not  permitting  witnesses  to  be  in  hearing 
during  the  examination  of  others.  It  was 
right  that  this  point  sliould  be  settled  at 
their  outset.  Upon  this  a  conversation  o( 
some  length  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Brougham, 
the  Speaker,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr.  Ryder,  and 
other  members  participated,  and  it  was  at 
last  understood,  that  witnesses  in  hearing 
during  the  examination  of  preceding  wit- 
nesses, should  be  liable  to  be  objected  to 
on  that  account. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a^ 
i  committee  was  then  read. 
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Sir  T,  Turton,  not  having  been  in  the 
House  last  night,  rose  to  ask  a  few  ques- 
tions. He  wished  to  know. if  the-  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  meant  to  go  into 
a  committee  merely  to  ascertain  the  (fis- 
tresses  of  the  country,  and  not  to  endeavour 
to  discover  a  mode  of  relieving  them  ?  If 
so,  it  was  to  add  insult  and  illusion  to  the 
misery  of  the  petitioners.  He  asked  if, 
consistent  with  the  Declaration  published 
within  these  few  days  by  the  government^ 
it  was  possible  for  them  to  yield  the  relief 
of  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  ? 
They  could  not ;  and  therefore  he  thought 
the  Committee  nugatory,  and  the  hope  of 
these  unfortunate  persons  forlorn.  He  re- 
quired explanation  on  several  other  points 
in  the  discussion  of  last  night. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  what  he  had  stated 
last  night  was,  that  it  did  not  follow  that 
America  would>  of  course,  be  satisfied  with 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Stephen  ex phined  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  his  speech  last  night.  He  did  not 
say  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
Vattel,  and  Puflendorf,  and  6rotiu8X)nUhe 
table  of  the  committee,  but  that  if  eyery 
matter  connected  with  the  enquiry  was 
gone  into,  as  held  out  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  that  might  be  the  natural  con- 
sequence. With  regard  to  the  Petitions 
against  the  Orders  in  Council,  he  had  said, 
that  if  it  had  been  thought  ministers 
were  inclined  to  alter  their  system  of  policy, 
there  would  have  been  a  number  of  coun- 
ter Petitions.  He  had  also  maintained  the 
doctrine,  that  a  country  might  cease  a 
retaliating  measure,'  if  it  found  itself  hurt 
by  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  alluding 
to  an  expression  of  sir  T.  Turton,  that  the 
committee  would  be  illusory  and  insulting, 
animadverted,  in  pointed  terms,  on  the  use 
of  such  language.  If  the  course  taken  by 
government  were  called  so,  nothing  could 
be  more  mistaken  than  the  motives  im- 
puted to  them  ;  and  what  would,  on  the 
other  hand  have  been  said,  had  they  re- 
fused to  go  into  this  committee? — that 
they  had  refused  to  hear  the  Petitions, 
and  enquire  into  their  dijstresses  ;  and  then, 
indeed,  the  charge  of  insulting  would  have 
been  rung  in  their  ears.  He  considered  it 
to  be  due  to  the  petitioners  to  ascertain  the 
full  extent  of  their  grievances,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  mifjht  determine  to  perse- 
vere in  that  line  of  policy  most  beneficial 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  empire. 
With  re^ani  to  the  Declaration  alluded  to, 
it   ctriainlv   contained   the  sentiments  of 
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the  Prince  Regent's  government,  called 
forth  as  they  were  by  the  statement  of  the 
French  minister,  declaring  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  Decrees  to  be  fundamental  laws  of 
the  French  empire,  and  attaching  no  con- 
sequence to  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  m 
Council,  unless  accompanied  by  tht 
abandonment  of  our  maritime  rights. 
After  this  he  was  convinced,  if  America 
acted  with  the  impartiality  she  profess- 
ed, when  this  document  was  produced, 
she  could  not,  without  making  common 
cause  with  France,  pretend  to  say,  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees  were  re- 
pealed— and  must  be  bound  and  obliged 
to  put  this  country  on  an  equal  footing 
with  France,  nor  grant  her  indulgence* 
not  granted  to  us.  But  at  the  same  time 
ministers  entertained  these  views,  were 
they,  as  members  of  parliament,  to  refuse 
to  enquire  into  the  extent  of  the  mischief 
done  to  our  manufacturers,  and  ascertain 
how  much  might  be  attributable  to  the 
Orders  in  Council —how  much  to  other 
causes  ? 

.  Mr.  Whithread  said,  that  from  the  argu- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and 
from  the  Declaration  of  the  government 
which  had  just  been  published,  he  wai 
quite  convinced  that,  till  within  a  few  hour» 
of  the  time,  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
been  disposed  to  resist  going  into  this  com- 
mittee ;  and,  therefore,  he  was  not  now  to 
ascribe  his  acquiescence  to  respect  to  the  pe- 
titioners, but  to  his  being  compelled  to  the 
vote,  by  the  hints  of  his  own  friends,  th^t. 
they  would  not  give  him  their  support  i» 
refusing  the  enquiry.  He  denied  that  the 
Declaration  was  well  founded,  and  main- 
tained that  the  policy  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  if  persevered  in,  and  not 
checked  by  the  House,  as  his  former  de- 
termination had  been,  must  inevitably  lead 
to  an  American  war. 

Mr.  Wilberfarce  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  House  to  enter  into  this  examination 
with  a  proper  and  serious  feeling  for  the 
distresses  of  the  country,  and  with  their 
minds  purged  of  all  party  views.  They 
ought  to  set  themselves  fairly  to  ascertain 
the  extent  and  amount  of  the  evil,  and  ta 
what  causes  it  was  to  be  ascribed,  with  a- 
desire  to  remove  them  if  possible.  This 
being  their  duty,  he  could  not  help  con- 
demning the  line  of  argument  adopted  bjr 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  It 
was  wrong  to  impute  bad  motives  for  an 
act  which  he  himself  considered  ta  be  « 
good  one ;  instead  of  the  most  obvioos  and 
natural  motive,  a  feelinj^  far  the  dist^ressei^ 
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traders  would  not  purchase  the  woollens 
«vithout  a  considerable  abatement  in  the 
price^  although  these  were  of  the  uniform 
quality  and  description  usually  exported 
by  the  East  India  Company,  and  hereto- 
fore so  confidently  received  in  that  market 
without  inspection,  the  Hong  merchants 
alleging  that  the  goods  were  inferior 
merely  from  this  alteration  in  the  exterior 
form  of  the  package  ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners therefore  conceive  themselves  war- 
ranted in  the  apprehension,  that  should 
the  trade  to  China  be  opened  to  the  pub- 
lic, not  only  their  interests  would  be  in- 
jured materially,  but  that  also  the  profit- 
able intercourse  with  the  Chinese  empire 
would  be  endangered,  if  not  annihilated ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  expended  a 
large  capital  in  the  erection  of  buildings 
and  machinery  for  the  manufacturing  and 
painting  of  the  said  fillets,  employing 
thert  in  a  great  number  of  workmen,  who 
have  large  families  ;  and  that,  should  the 
charter  of  the  East  India  Company  not  be 
renewed,  the  petitioners  must  suffer  nearly 
a  total  toss  in  the  sale  of  their  premises, 
the  same  not  being  convertible  to  any 
other  purpose,  and  the  numerous  poor 
families  dependant  thereon  for  their  sup- 
port^ will  be  reduced  to  poverty  and  dis- 
tress;  and  ihe  petitioners,  relying  on  the 
wisdom  of  the  House,  humbly  submit  the 
above  statement  to  their  consideration,  and 
express  an  earnest  hope,  that  the  final  de- 
termination of  the  House  will  be,  to  continue 
the  trade  to  India  and  China  through  the 
East  India  Company,  by  whom  it  has 
been  conducted  in  a  manner  so  highly 
creditable  to  themselves,  and  so  advanta- 
geous to  the  general  interests  of  the  coun- 
try." 

A  Petition  of  the  provost,  magistrates, 
and  town  council  of  the  royal  burgh  of 
Montrose,  in  council  assembled,  was  also 
presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  are  informed!, 
that  the  Company  of  merchants  of  Eng- 
land trading  to  the  East  Indies,  have  ap- 
plied to  parliament  for  a  renewal  of  their 
charter ;  and  that  the  petitioners  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  convey  to  the  House 
their  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  such  im- 
portance to  the  empire  ;  and  that  the  ex- 
perience of  past  times  has  proved,  beyond 
all  dispute,  the  baneful  eifects  of  monopo- 
lies ;  and  the  petitioners  think  they  are 
sufficiently  warranted  in  asserting,  that, 
ivhile  the  monopoly  hitherto  enjoyed  by 
the  East  India  Company  has  precluded  the 
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I  private  \  merchant  from  participating  in 
the  trade,  it  has  been  far  from  operatiilff 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Company ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  do  not  mean  to  suggest 
any  thing  to  the  House  with  regard  to  tfaa 
government  of  the  Company's  possessioM 
in  India,  but  they  would  humbly  propose 
that  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Cem* 
pany  should  not  be  renewed,  and  that  tiie 
trade  to  the  extensive  countries  betweta 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of 
Magellan  should  be  laid  open  to  the  com- 
mercial enterprise  of  all  the  subjects  of 
the  empire ;  and  that  it  appears  extremely 
unreasonable,  if  not  unjust,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  subjects  of  other  governments  in 
amity  with  Britain,  should  be  admitted  to 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  British 
possessions  in  India,  while  the  subjects  of 
Britain  are  excluded ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the 
admission  of  a  free  trade  with  the  countries 
comprehended  under  the  exclusive  grant 
of  the  East  India  Company  will  sfibrd  aa 
extensive  field  for  the  employment  of  mer- 
cantile talents  and  capital,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  ma* 
nufacturing  interest  of  the  country  ;  and 
praying  the  House  to  adopt  such  measores 
as  may  render  it  lawful  for  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  from  and  after  the  expiry 
of  the  East  India  Company's  present  cmur- 
ter,  to  carry  on,  from  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  a  free  and  nnlimited 
trade  with  the  British  possenions  in  Indi^ 
and  with  other  countries  situated  to  the 
East  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the 
West  of  Cape  Horn." 

A  Petition  of  several  magistrates,  coun- 
cil, and  merchants  of  the  royal  burgh  of 
Linlithgow,  with  the  merchants  and  traders 
of  the  port  and  harbour  of  Borrowston- 
ness,  was  also  presented  and  read  ;  setting 
forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners  have  seen,  with 
alarm,  attempts  making  by  the  East  India 
Company  for  a  renewal  of  their  monopoly 
of  the  trade  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  at  a  period  when  all  exclo- 
sive  grants  are  considered,  by  the  univei^ 
sal  consent  of  mankind,  as  hostile  to  the 
true  principles  of  enlightened  policy ;  and 
that  the  petitioners,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  looked 
forward,  with  satisfaction,  to  the  moment 
when  the  Charter  of  the  Company  shoold 
expire,  and  when  a  new  field  was  about 
to  be  laid  open  to  the  spirit  and  enter* 
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prize  of  every  port  in  the  United  King- 
dom, which  they  humbly  conceive  might 
lead,  in  no  small  degree,  to  relieve  our 
commerce  in  its  present  calamitous  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  praying,  that  no  excla* 
»ive  grant  may  henceforth  be  given  of  the 
trade  to  any  of  the  countries  to  the  East- 
ward of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  that 
the  House  will  adopt  such  measures  as  that 
the  commerce  with  those  countries  may 
be  extended  to  every  port  in  the  United 
Kingdom  willing  to  enjoy  it." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Friday,  May  1 . 

Captain  Henry's  Secret  Mission  to 
THE  United  States.]  Lord  Holland  zd- 
verted  to  the  notice  he  had  given  for  the 
production  of  the  Correspondence  relative 
to  the  Mission  of  captain  Henry,  and 
observed,  that  he  had  conceived  that  m\* 
nisters,  if  they  were  not  themselves  soli- 
citous to  lay  the  correspondence  upon  the 
tabic,  would  at  least  not  oppose  a  motion 
for  the  production  of  it.  Since  he  came 
into  the  House,  however,  he  had  heard 
with  considerable  surprise  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  oppose  the  motion  :  he  was  the 
more  surprised  at  this,  it  being  a  subject 
in  which  the  public  took  a  deep  interest, 
and  respecting  which  it  appeared  essen* 
tial  to  ministers  themselves  to  produce  the 
correspondence.  His  motion  would  be 
for  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
sir  James  Craig  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  relative  to  the  mission  of  captain 
Henry,  the  correspondence  with  sir  George 
Prevost  relative  to  the  same  subject,  and 
the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
sir  Goorge  Prevost,  relative  to  the  com- 
pensation claimed  by  captain  Henry.  As 
this  motion  was,  he  now  understood,  to  be 
opposed,  he  should  not  bring  it  forward  to 
night,  other  business  standing  for  discus- 
sion, but  should  lix  it  for  Tuesday.  On 
the  latter  day,  a  motion  of  a  noble  friend 
of  his  also  stood  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  enquire  respecting  the 
distresses  of  the  manufacturers,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council ;  but  as  the  committee  had  been 
granted  in  another  place,  he  could  not 
conceive  that  it  would  be  opposed  here, 
in  which  case  his  noble  friend's  motion 
would  not  be  debated,  and  his  own  would 
stand. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  when- 
•€ver  the  noble  baron  should  bring  forward 


his  motion,  he  should  be  perfectly  ready 
to  state  the  grounds  on  which  be  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  production  of 
the  documents,  and  to  state  such  circum- 
stances of  the  transaction  as  had  indaced 
him  to  form  such  a  conclusion.  He  was 
ready  -to  meet  the  noble  baron  on  the 
subject  on  any  day ;  to  that  specified  he 
had  no  objection,  as  there  was  no  inten- 
tion of  opposing  the  Intended  motion  of 
referring  the  Petitions  against  the  Orders 
in  Council  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that 
as  it  was  intended  to  grant  the  committee, 
there  ought  to  be  some  understanding 
as  to  what  time  it  was  likely  to  occupy 
the  House  ;  or  whether  they  were  to  sit 
de  die  in  diem,  or  in  what  other  way. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  assented  to  the 
propriety  of  having  some  understanding 
as  to  the  days,  or  hours  in  each  day^  that 
should  be  allottied  to  the  enquiry.  He 
had  no  objection  to  go  into  the  committee 
on  Tuesday,  but  as  that  might  not  be  con- 
venient he  would  mention  Thursday. 

Bank  of  Ireland.]  Lord  Holland  rose 
to  ask,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  to  lay  any  papers  upon  tfie  table 
respecting  the  issue  of  notes  by  the  bank 
of  Ireland,  those  relative  to  the  bank  of 
England  being  already  before  the  House, 
and  the  Gold  Coin  Bill  which  stood  for  a 
committee  this  night  being  now  extended 
to  Ireland  ? 

Earl  Baihursi  said,  he  had  no  intention 
to  lay  any  papers  of  that  description  upon 
the  table,  but  noble  lords  on  the  other 
side  might  have  moved  for  them  two 
months  ago,  and  he  should  not  have  ob- 
jected to  their  production. 

Lord  King  observed  upon  the  necessity 
of  having  information  on  the  subject  be« 
fore  they  came  to  the  discussion,  which 
was  now  for  the  first  time  extended  to 
Ireland,  where  the  sale  of  guineas,  and 
the  discount  of  Bank-notes,  had  been  le- 
galized. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  information  respect- 
ing the  bank  of  Ireland,  but  could  not 
consent  to  delay  the  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  waiting  for  the  information.  The  only 
reason  for  not  extending  the  Bill  to  Ireland 
last  session,  was  the  absence  of  the  Irish 
members. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  contended  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  difFerence  in  the  si» 
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racks  for  421  men,  cost  34,456/.  being  at 
the  rate  of  82/.  for  each  man  and  horse. 
Edinburgh  cavalry  barracks  for  40d  men, 
cost  but  31,870/.  being  only  at  the  rate  of 
78/.  for  every  man  and  horse,  whereas  in 
the  plan  before  them,  the  expence  would 
be  at  the  rate  of  400/.  for  every  man  and 
horse,  this  was  an  excess  that  no  difference 
in  the  price  of  materials  then  and  now 
could  at  all  explain  or  account  for.  It 
was,  he  contended,  a  total  deparlarc  from  j 
all  economical  honest  principles,  and  from  | 
all  controul,  and  as  such  he  disapproved  of 
the  whole  bosinrss.  Gentlemen  should 
take  into  the  consideration  of  the  question, 
the  heavy  burdens  which  were  impo«tJ 
upon  the  people;  there  was,  assuredly, 
no  period  when  it  was  more  necessary  to 
do  80.  The  last  paper  which  had  been 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  members  of  that 
Houfc,  ought  to  render  them  more  parti- 
cularly cautious  in  adding  to  a  pressure 
already  so  severe.  It  appeared  that  of  98 
millions  of  monev,  which  now  constituted 
the  annual  expenditure  of  the  country, 
fivt  millions  had  been  added  since  last 
year :  and  (here  was  an  addition  of  not 
less  th  m  the  enormous  sum  of  55  millions 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Be- 
sides, great  as  were  the  estimates  for  tlie 
current  year,  he  was  confident  that  they 
wouM  be  exceeded  by  the  expehces  of  it, 
and  he  would  beg  further  to  remind  the 
House,  that  our  funded  debt  was  not  less 
than  817  millions,  while  our  unfunded 
debt  amounted  to  fifly  four.  He  was  in- 
fluenced by  no  party  feeling  in  what  he 
had  uttered,  and  would  conclude,  by 
moving,  "  That  the  further  consideration 
of  tho  Report  be  postponed  to  that  day 
%\x  monihs.'* 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  ef- 
fect of  such  an  Amendnient  on  the  part  of 
the  Report  not  objected  to,  Mr.  Fremantle 
CQn;uiii(-J  to  witudraw  his  Amendment, 
and  another  was  moved  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Bankcj,  substituting  the  sum  of 
43  l.OOO/.  for  the  ori^^inal  sum  of  524,000/. 
which  the  FIousc  was  called  on  to  vote. 

General  Tarlcton  objected  to  the  erec- 
tion of  barracks  at  Liverpool,  upon  the 
ground  of  tliat  town  being  by  no  means  si- 
tuated in  the  direct  line  to  Ireland ;  and  as 
it  was  important  to  preserve  the  intercourse 
with  that  country  as  closely  as  possible, 
he  thought  the  most  natural  course  of 
vommunication  would  be  by  the  way  of 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  to  the  Cove  of 
Cork,  a  course  which  would  be  peculiarly 
advantageous;    first,  from  the  march  of 
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the  troops  from  Kent  and  Sussex,  die  Md 
principal  military  conntiea  of  Eaglandj 
being  much  lesscircnitoostothelaal-iiiett- 
tioned  places  than  to  Lirerpool,  and  ftiesl^ 
from  the  great  facility  of  debirkati6ti  be- 
tween Kinsale  and  Cork,  from  the  pecnlitr 
boldness  of  the  shores.  He  then  adverted 
to  the  local  objections  to  the  erection  of 
barracks  at  Everton,  and  sagffetted  the 
propriety,  if  it  was  determined  to  erect 
barracks  at  Liverpool,  to  select  some  (rfiicd 
less  objectionable^  to  the  inhabitants. 
—A  number  of  villas  had  been  boilt  on 
the  adjacent  grounds,  and  it  was  m  fa* 
vourite  spot,  Co  which  the  merchants  end 
mariners  of  Liverpool  retired  after  lrea« 
thrrrng  the  storms  of  life. 

Mr.  C.  Smiih  thought  that  the  proRisian 
of  the  proposed  grant  had  been  amur* 
s'.verably  shewn  by  the  bon.  gentlemta 
who  moved  the  amendment.  He  himself 
did  know  of  the  s^andalons  jobs  fai  the 
erection  of  barracks  at  Bath;  add  witli  re* 
gard  to  the  scite  of  the  proposed  barracks 
at  Liverpool,  it  was  very  likely  that  « 
beautiful  view  for  the  officers  might  enter 
into  the  plans  of  those  who  suggested 
them.  The  expence  of  the  barradn  at 
Bath  was  much  greater  than  in  any  odier 
instance,  but  the  new  barracks  at  Marjrie- 
bone  would  cost  four  times  as  mach.  If 
the  House  assented  to  such  profosioti^they 
must  labour  under  the  grossest  detasion 
with  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  {ledph 
on  the  subject  of  our  expeBces.***-A  ttrtm 
could  hardly  enter  a  staee-^oacfai  but  the 
first  questions  which  he  heaid  Wwtei 
"  How  is  the  country  to  go  on  With  oa^ 
present  espences  ?  How  it  the  loan  tf  ths 
present  year  to  be  made  ?'*  and  othiSt  A« 
ouiries  of  a  similar  kind.  In  the  p^sent 
oepressed  state  of  our  ttaabofactortii  and 
commerce,  no  one  circumstabce  so  tnuch 
aggraviated  the  feelings  of  the  people  from 
one  end  of  the  kingtloih  to  the  other,  as 
the  system  of  extravagant  expeoditott 
that  was  pursued.  The  Chancellor  of  ite 
Exchequer  seemed  to  hment  it ;  and  it 
really  would  appear  that  he  had  not  thto 
means  of  its  prevention,  but  must  coafemi 
to  the  wishes  of  thsse  in  a  higher  qiArter. 
The  last  ministry  had  ^iven  pledges*  and  ■ 
had  shewn  some  disposition  towiardt  r^ 
trenchment ;  and  he  really  believed  that 
this  was  one  cause  why  they  had  c£sisted 
so  short  a  time.  Financial  extravagancy 
had  been  the  destruction  of  ail  modiem 
governments;  the  first  disturbances  of  the 
French  Revolution  had  been  occasiomMl- 
by  the  unbounded  profusion  of  the  Firench 
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princes ;  and  ministers  should  recollect^ 
that  he  was  the  best  friend  to  the  stability 
of  the  government  who  suffered  no  op- 
portunity to  pass  of  recommending  eco- 
nomy. The  apathy  of  the  Houses  on  sub- 
jects of  this  nature  was  really  astonish- 
ing. They  were  become  like  extrava- 
gant  spendthrifts^  who  durst  not  look 
their  affairs  in  the  face«  and  the  deeper 
they  plunged  in  difficulties  became  more 
indiflerent  as  to  the  future.  It  was  his 
opinio: i«  that  at  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
pence,  two  or  three  years  would  certainly 
put  an  end  to  the  system.  Yet  with  such 
things  staring  us  in  the  face^  the  most  pro- 
fuse  and  unnecessary  expences  were  re- 
commended. The  only  way  to  obtain  a 
solid  peace  was  to  shew  our  potent  ene- 
my, that,  by  a  system  of  retrenchment, 
we  were  able  to  carry  on  the  war  to  an 
indetinite  period. 

Mr.  BathuTit  contended^  that  it  was 
highly  necessary  to  erect  barracks  at 
Bristol ;  first,  with  a  view  of  relieving  the 
innkeepers  from  the  burdens  they  had  to 
encounter  by  the  number  of  soldiers  who 
were  continually  quartered  on  them>  and 
next  on  account  of  there  being  5>000 
French  prisoners  confined  within  four 
miles  of  the  city. 

General  Gascqyne  said,  the  objections  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool  were,  not  to 
ihc  erection  of  barracks,  but  to  the  place 
selected  for  that  purpose  ;  which  was  one 
inhabited  by  the  most  respectable  people 
of  Liverpool^  who  did  not  object  to  the 
soldiers,  having  no  doubt  of  their  disci- 
pline, but  to  the  people  who  sold  liquor, 
soldier*s  wives,  and  such  description  of 
persons  as  generally  settled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  troops.  He  intimated,  bow- 
ever,  that  the  commander  in  chief  had  ex- 

ressed  his  readiness  to  meet  their  wishes, 
)y  the  abandonment  of  San  Domingo, 
provided  any  spot  equally  eligible  could 
be  procured. 

Mr.  IVrotiesley  said  the  House  ought 
well  to  consider,  if  it  were  necessary  to 
erect  the  barracks  at  all.  It  was  said  the 
inn-keepers  would  be  released  by  the 
measure,  but  did  gentlemen  consider  what 
a  permanent  expence  these  would  entail 
on  the  country  ?  If  happily  a  peace  were 
made  to  morrow,  these  would  still  be  an 
expence  to  the  country.  Might  it  not 
then  be  better  to  give  the  inn-keepers  some 
compensation  for  the  inconveniences  to 
which  they  were  subjected.  If  quartering 
the  soldiers  in  Briitol  would  be  too  far 
from  the  French  prisoners  io  tba^  njsigb- 
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boorhood,  why,  he  wot^ld  ^»  was  Bristol, 
a  seaport,  selected  for  a  deppt  for  French 
prisoners  ?  It  had  been  staged  on  a  foro^er 
evening,  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  erect- 
ing barracks  in  Mary- le-bone- park  was» 
that  if  any  disturbance  should  arise  iq  tl^^ 
metropolis,  they  might  t>e  called  out  to 
crush  it  immediately.     He  admitted  that 
government  should   have    the   means  of 
putting  down  a  riot  at  once,  but  with  a 
view  to  effect  this,  was  it  necessary  to 
have  the  military  actually  in  the  metro- 
polis.    What  were  the  barracks  at  Houn« 
slow,  &c.  for  ?  We  had  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  troops  within  two,  or  ^t  most  three 
hours  march  of  the  metropolis,  to  quetl 
any  such  tumult.    If  the  barracks  were  to 
be  erected  at  all,  he  thought  they  oughjt 
to  be  built  on  a  more  economical   pl^p 
than  had  been  proposed.     Were  the  oar., 
racks  intended  to  ornament  Mary- le- bone 
P^rk  ?    There  was  no  reason   why  il^ft 
public  money  should  be  squandered  iiwajr 
imprudently  for  the  purpose  of  ornament;- 
ing  this  or  that  par(;.    It  seemed  now  tp 
be  wished  to  separate  the  militftry  altoge- 
ther from  the  people.  Why  else  were  ther# 
so  many  barracks  erected,  and  the  milit^y 
colleges  of  Marlow  and  Sandhurst  estf^ 
blished,  when  the  boy  who  entered  at  If 
or  13  years  of  age  never  coyld  have  a 
common  feeling  with  the  other  iphf4)f* 
tants  of  the  country.     Upon  the  whole  1^ 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  gjvje 
the  sum  proposed  for  the  erection  of  these 
barracks  in  aid  of  the  distressed  manu- 
facturers of  the  country ;  and  he  shoul.d 
therefore  decidedly  vote  against  the  grant* 
Mr.    Wharton    supported  the    original 
grant.     As  to  the  barracks  at  Bristol  and 
Liverpool,  there  was  no  argument  made 
against  the  necessity  of  the  first,  whic|i 
was  at  all    tenable,  and    the  objection 
against  the  other  was  altogether  local. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  allowing  its  fu(l 
weight  to  the  Petition  of  those  who  d|^ 
not  wish  that  a  barrack  should  be  built  on 
the  scite  of  San  Domingo,  near  Liverpool^ 
had  given  two  months  time  to  the  appli- 
cants to  find  out  a  situation  instead  of  it : 
and  there  was  not  certainly  the  least  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  government  to  build  on 
that  scite,  if  one  equally  convenient  coiil4 
be  had.    As  to  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  against  the  princi- 
ple of  barracks  altogether,  he  should  like 
to  know  from  the  non.  gentleman  if  it 
were  possible  by  any  enchantment,  to  do 
away  at  once  all  the  barracks  in  the  coun- 
try«  Hi  he  imagine  that  the  troops  could 
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be  quartered  in  the  same  way  in  which 
they  were  quartered  before  those  barracks 
exisled  ?  The  hon.  gent.'eman  knew  that 
was  impossible ;  and  it  was,  therefore, 
unfair  in  him  to  advance  such  an  argu- 
ment. As  to  the  proposed  barracks  at 
Maryle-bone,  that  subject  divided  itself 
into  two  considerations,—  1st,  whether  the 
barratks  werenece>sary  ;  and,  2dly,  whe- 
thn  ih-  plan  proposed  was  the  most  proper 
to  be  adopted.  As  to  the  necessity,  he 
considered  it  absolutely  iniperious  ;  and 
he,  therefore,  should  not  waste  "he  time  of 
the  House  in  making  out  ihat  which  was 
evident  to  evrrv  one  ;  but  ihf  other  con- 
sideration  was  one  of  detuii,  and  to  be  met 
by  calculatirn.  The  hon.  gentltman  who 
opened  the  debate  hi  1  said,  that  the  esti- 
mate of  13.3,000/.  would  uni  cover  the 
whole  expences,  as  the  value  of  the  ground, 
35,000/.  was  to  be  added  to  that  estimate. 
But  did  not  the  hon.  gentleman  know, 
that  if  the  government  were  to  purchase 
ground  for  those  barracks,  there  would  l)e 
incurred  an  actual  expence  of  nearly  the 
same  sum  ?  He  did  not  wish  to  deny  that 
the  sum  proposed  was  an  enormous  one— 
but  at  a  rough  calculation,  he  contended  that 
it  was  impossible  to  build  cavalry  barracks 
at  a  smaller  expence.  It  was  said,  that  the 
plan  adopted  was  more  expensive  than 
that  on  which  the  Hyde  Park  barracks 
were  built.  Now  (he  fact  was,  that  the 
model  of  both  was  the  same,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  particular,  which  went  in 
favour  of  Mary-le-bone  barracks,  and  that 
was,  that  in  the  latter,  there  would  be  a 
parade;  which  would  serve  at  the  same 
time,  for  an  exercising  ground,  while  at 
present,  government  was  at  great  expence 
for  an  exercising  ground  to  serve  lor  the 
troops  at  Hyde  Park.  It  was  asked  by 
another  hon.  gentleman,  was  there  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  barracks  within  two 
or  three  hours'  march  of  London  in  case 
of  any  insurrection  or  disturbance:  but  he 
had  to  inform  that  hon.  gentleman,  that 
the  barracks  at  Mary-le-bone  were  to  be 
built  on  the  principle  of  a  depot  [Hear, 
hear,  from  sir  F.  Burdetl  and  other  mem- 
bers.] He  did  not  know  what  there  was 
in  this  observation  to  excite  the  cheers  of 
the  gentlemen  opposite.  He  then  argued 
against  the  unfairness  of  the  estimate 
brought  forward  by  the  hon.  mover  of  the 
amendment.  When  that  hon.  genlleman 
made  the  comparison  that  he  did  between 
the  expence  of  the  former  barracks  and 
the  estimate  for  the  present,  it  was  rather 
uocandid,  not  to  allude  even  in  the  most 
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distant  manner  to  the  prices  corrent  at 
both  periods.  At  the  former  period  tiiiH 
her  was  at  3/.  and  now  it  was  at  1 3L  and 
other  articles  were  nearly  in  proportion. 
He  concluded  his  observations  with  a  few 
remarks  on  the  plan  for  building  the  bar- 
racks proposed  by  Mr.  Nash.  Mr.  Nash 
said,  that  by  a  judicious  arrangement«  a 
saving  of  one-third  might  be  made;  bat 
what  was  this  arrangement  of  Mr.  Nsisb, 
who  he  allowed  to  be  a  man  of  genios  and 
fancy  in  his  profession,  though  his  talent 
was  not  particularly  exerted  in  behalf  of 
the  soldiers  on  this  occasion  ?  Why,  that 
all  the  nuisances  belonging  to  such  a  place 
as  the  barracks  were  to  be  in  the  Tery 
midst  of  the  barracks  themselves.  After 
saying  this,  he  thought  he  would  be  ex- 
cused from  arguing  more  at  length  on  the 
judicious  arrangement  of  Mr.  John  Nash. 
Mr.  Nash  was  said  to  bb  in  the  habit  of 
I'Uiding  \ery  ornamental  houses  for  gen- 
tlemen ;  but  if  he  treated  gentlemen  at  he 
would  the  soldiers,  he  could  not  well  ac- 
count for  his  press  of  business  in  this  orna- 
mental way. 

Mr.  Bajikes  spoke  in  favour  of  altering 
and  reducing  the  present  estimate.  He 
said  that  he  for  one  could  not  agree  to  TOte 
away  any  sum  at  the  present  moment  that 
could  by  possibility  be  avoided.  He  was 
convinced  there  were  so  many  very  heavy 
expences  coming  upon  us  from  various 
quarters  which  must  be  attended  to,  that 
the  utmost  economy  in  every  department 
of  our  expenditure  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  and  he  would  not  do  any  thing  that 
might  give  a  check  to  our  exertions  ia 
the  peninsula.  If  the  country  was  to  be 
burdened  with  large  additional  sums,  let 
them  be  applied  to  carrying  on  the  war  in 
the  peninsula.  This  was,  in  his  opinion,  a 
very  bad  time  to  build  expensive  barracks 
when  timber  was  at  so  high  a  price  :  and 
it  might,  from  various  circomstances,  be 
reasonably  hoped,  that  in  a  short  time  a 
great  alteration  would  take  place.  He 
was  sure  there  was  a  very  great  profusion 
in  the  estimate  of  the  present  barracks^ 
and  he  ^>aw  no  necessity  for  building  the 
officers'  lodgings  in  the  barracks. 

General  i^A./>/>5  having  heard  it  observed, 
that  the  oflicers  did  not  need  to  be  accom- 
modated in  the  barracks,  thought  that  offi- 
cers ought  '.dways  to  be  lodged  alonff  with 
the  men,  otherwise  they  might  easily  be 
intercepted,  on  any  emergency,  in  going 
separately  fi-om  their  homes. 

Sir  J,  Newjwrt  wishc  \  to  ask  the  hon. 
general^  whether  the  officers  of  the  foOl 
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guards  were  qutirtei'ed  along  with  the  men  ? 
and  whether  he  h:i<l  «v:r  heard  of  any  in- 
convenience having  resulted  from  their 
not  being  so  quartered  ? 

General  Phippi  had  tn  answer  the  right 
hon.  baronet  tlwt  itwoutd  be  much  better 
if  they  were. 

Mr.  Crcmey  obseried,  that  though  the 
valuable  lease  of  its  acres  of  Marv-le- 
lionc  Park  had  fallen  iiKo  ihe  crown  witiiin 
the  last  year,  and  there  had  lieen  no  re- 
port from  the  surveyor-general  of  the 
land  revenue  (if  the  crown  since  that  of 
Mr.  Fordyce,  in  I  SOLI,  jet  that  no  report 
had  been  made  this  session.  This  was  a 
breach  of  the  act  of  ibe  50ih  of  the  King, 
which  directed  such  reports  to  be  laid  be- 
fore parliament  every  three  years.  Ii 
was  tile  duty  of  lord  Glenbervie  to  have 
furnished  the  history  oflhesecrown  lands; 
and  he  was  the  more  disinclined  to  leave 
the  management  of  these  matters  to  his 
lordship,  whom,  he  saw,  was  proprietor  in 
a  new  canal,  called  the  Rec;eDi'a  Canal, 
about  to  be  cut  in  this  very  Mary-le-bone 
Park.  Lord  Glenbervie,  he  ohsersed,  by  a 
clause  in  the  liill,  had  given  himself;  aa 
surveyor-general  of  the  land  revenues  of 
the  crown,  a  poiver  1o  contract  with  lord 
Glenbervie,  as  proprietor  of  the  Regent's 
Canal— [Here  the  hon.  gentleman  read  the 
clause  empowering  the  talc  of  part  of  the 
crown  lands  for  the  purposes  of  the  Canal.] 
His  lordship  had  also  issued  cards  to  the 
members  of  the  Flouse,  to  come  down  on 
Tuesday,  at  thrte  o'clock,  to  support 
the  Bill,  and  to  assure  all  those  who  chose 
to  join  him  of  1 1  percent,  for  Iheir  money, 
ludeeil  30  busy  did  he  appear  to  be  with 
hi^  canal,  he  had  not  had  lime  to  make 
his  report.  On  these  grounds  he  wished 
for  further  enquiry,  before  he  voted  the 
money  now  asked  for.  lie  also  objected 
tn  the  scite  chosen  For  the  barracks  at 
Liverpool,  and  contended  that  the  other 
side  of  the  town  was  more  eligible. 

Sir  31ark  IVood  supported  the  original 
Resolution,  and  had  no  hope  of  any  time 
coming  more  Ht  than  the  present,  for 
executing  worki,  in  his  opuiion,  abso- 
lutely indispetksable.  He  contended  for 
the  necessity  of  hdving  barracks  near 
town  for  the  guards,  who  could  not  remain 
in  the  stables  ihey  possessed  any  longer, 
and  were  liable  to  all  ihc  evils  and  incon- 
venieucies  attendant  iin  being  billetted  in 
public-houses,  too  or  three  miles  from 
ibeir  horses.  He  aho  maintained,  that 
the  expence  incurred  would  not  be  mote 
than  the  men  now  cost  in  various  other 
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ways,  with  inn-keepers'  allowances,  &;c. 
Barracks  also  separated  them  from  the 
contagion  of  vice,  so  injurious  lodisciplinrt 
in  populous  sea-ports,  Kuch  as  Liverpool 
and  Bristol. 

Mr.  Wyim  concurred  generally  with 
Mr.  Bankes,  as  to  the  untiineas  of  the  time, 
and  the  barracks  not  being  now  absolutely 
necessary.  His  great  objection  was  to  the 
enormous  expenditure,  and  he  appre- 
hended no  danger  to  the  horse  guards. 
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lion  in  which  they  had  been  tor  the  lait 
century. 

Mr.  Bastard  said,  the  barracks  built  SO 
years  ago  were  more  comfortable  for  the 
men,  more  convenient  for  discipline,  anil 
more  durable  than  those  built  of  late  year! 
at  greater  expence.  Till  the  cause  of  thii 
was  enquired  into,  he  wished  the  present 
vote  lo  be  postponed. 

Sir  F.  Burden  said,  that  be  felt  it  less 
necessary  to  address  the  House,  from  the 
conviction  he  entertained  of  the  truth  of 
the  BsserlioD  of  the  Secretary  of  tha 
Treasury,  that  he  should  be  able  to  per- 
suade the  majority  of  the  House  that  ths 
vole  ought  to  be  acceded  lo.  On  thU 
subject,  however,  involving  a  question  of 
the  highest  constitutional  importance,  ha 
could  not  consent  to  give  a  silent  vote: 
On  former  occasions,  in  addressing  ths 
House  upon  this  subject,  he  had  been  ac- 
cused of  disafTcction,  because  he  had  as- 
serted, that  the  government  was  attempt- 
ing lo  make  use  of  that  army  which  wai 
paid  by  the  people  for  the  subjugation  of 
the  people. — The  truth  of  this  statement 
the  vote  now  proposed  made  evident,  and 
some  of  its  supporters  even  went  so  far  at 
to  urge  the  necessity  of  concurring  in  it, 
lest  the  soldiers  should  be  intercepted  by 
the  populace  whom  they  were  to  subdue, 
on  the  way  to  their  horses.  [Hear!  hearl 
from  minikters.]  He  had  no  doubt  hia 
remarks  were  not  very  welcome  to  Ihs 
other  side  of  the  House,  whose  business  it 
was,  with  inconsistent  prodigality,  to 
throw  away  the  public  money  wiih  one 
hand,  while  they  were  grinding  the  nation 
with  taxation  with  the  other.  At  a  time 
when  discontents  convulsed  the  country 
— when  ministers  felt  their  weakness,  and 
required  support  other  than  that  of  the 
people,  that  was  indeed  ihe  fit  period  for 
establishing  a  military  system  for  their 
protection,  by  the  erection  of  barracks  to 
keep  down  the  national  spirit  in  all  the 

EoputouB  districts.  Much  was  said  of  the 
ateful  tyranny  of  Buonapartej   but  wai 
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not  the  mode  now  pursued  not  only  fol* 
lowing  his  steps,  but  even  outrunning  him 
in  the  formation  of  a  military  despo- 
tism,  to  govern  the  people^  not  by  law, 
l)ut  by  the  sword?  Were  not  the  sol- 
diers on  the  slightest  occasions  called 
in  to  keep  down  the  people  ?  Did  they 
not  commit  murders  upon  the  people  ? 
f  Order  !  order  !  order !  ]  This  was  in- 
deed a  new,' and  an  auspicious  era  [Order !] 
Gentlemen  might  make  whai  exclamations 
they  pleased,  but  they  should  not  drown 
his  voice^  which  was  only  uttering  the 
truth. 

General  Manners  spoke  to  order.  He 
said  that  to  assert  that  what  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet was  stating  was  the  truth,  was  casting 
an  undeserved  slur  upon  the  army. 

Sir  F,  Burdea  denied  that  he  was  making 
any  accusation  against  those  who  were 
compelled  to  aot  under  the  orders  of  their 
superiors.  It  was  the  administration  of 
the  country  that  he  charged  with  employ- 
ing the  army  to  commit  murders. 

General  Manners  desired  that  the  hon. 
baronet's  words  might  be  taken  down. 

Sir  F,  Burdett  said,  that  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  any  of  his  words  being  taken 
down  ;  but  as  the  hon.  geneval  had  called 
him  to  order  without  attempting  to  shew 
how  he  was  out  of  order,  and  expressed  a 
wish  that  his  words  should  be  taken  down 
without  moving  for  it  regularly,  he  thought 
that  it  was  rather  the  words  of  the  hon. 
general  which  ought  to  be  taken  down.  He 
would  maintain  that  the  act  which  was 
relied  on,  called  the  Riot  Act,  did  not  say 
any  thing  about  soldiers,  or  authorise  the 
magistrates  to  employ  them  as  they  had 
done,  or  give  up  a  starving  population  to 
military  execution.  When  he  heard  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  argue,  that  it 
was  a  vicious  system  to  keep  the  soldiers 
out  of  barracks,  or  to  allow  any  free  inter- 
course between  them  and  the  people,  he 
could  not  but  observe  how  totally  the  con- 
stitutional opinions  of  our  ancestors  had 
been  departed  from  in  the  present  times. 
Such  doctrines  would  have  filled  our  fore- 
fathers with  horror  and  affright,  and  against 
f  uch  sentiments  he  must  ever  protest.  Was 
it  in  this  new  era  that  the  Prince  Regent 
was  to  be  told  by  bis  ministers,  that  the 
foundations  of  the  British  throne  ought 
not  to  rest  in  the  affections  of  the  people, 
but  on  an  army  ?  At  former  periods  of  our 
history,  and  in  the  most  successful  reigns, 
such  had  not  been  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try. When  Queen  Elizabeth  was  asked 
by  the  Spanish  minister,  where  were  her 
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guards,  she  pointed  to  the  people  in  the 
streets,  and  said,  "  These  are  my  guardi;* 
and  by  their  Sections  I  am  best  pro« 
tccted."  The  ministers,  however^  now 
might  think  proper  to  tell  the  Prince  Re- 
gent that  he  was  safe  only  when  sqr<» 
rounded  with  soldiers.  It  would  be  foaii4 
however,  by  referring  to  hiftory,  thai 
those  sovereigns  were  more  secure,  an4 
more  beloved  who  relied  on  their  people, 
than  those  who  relied  on  armies.  Who- 
brought  Charles  1  to  the  block?  It  was. 
an  army,  and  an  army  levied  by  parlia- 
ment,  but  which  afterwards  turned  out  the 
same  parliament.  Who  restored  Charles  ^ 
2? — An  army — a  small  part  of  CromwelPa 
army.  Nevertheless  Charles  2  wished  to 
rely  upon  them,  but  a  wiser  man  than  he 
(lord  Clarendon)  dissuaded  him  fron^  it« 
James  2  wished  also  to  rely  on  ^  regular 
army,  but  they  deserted  him  in  bif  iiB* 
tress.  He  would  maintain  that  as  tbjp  law 
now  stood,  the  magistrates  were  not  joi* 
tified  in  letting  the  soldiery  loose  vpoo 
the  people,  and  giving  them  up  to  military 
execution.  The  Riot  Act  allowed  tbexonv 
stitutional  officers,  sheriffs,  constables,  &c, 
to  interfere,  and  justified  those  constiii* 
tional  officers  in  using  force,  if  the  popu* 
lace  would  not  disperse  in  a  certaio  tiiyie 
after  reading  the  act.  The  Riot  Act  ^ 
not  prescribe  that  the  soldiery  should  bo 
ordered  to  fire  upon  unarmed  moUitudes« 
in  order  to  disperse  them.  He  coaceiyed 
that  the  expence  of  these  barracks  would 
be  a  great  objection  in  the  present  tiqies, 
but  it  was  on  the  unconstitutipnal  teiidei|C]r 
of  the  measure  that  he  rested  his  piincipa) 
objection  to  it. 

The  Chancellor  if  iheErchtguarvfu  firmly 
convinced,  that  however  the  question  might 

be  disposed  of,  or  whatever  misht  be  thoojdifc 
of  the  details  of  it,  there  would  be  very  tew 
persons  found  either  in  the  House  or  in  the 
country  to  follow  the  hon.  baronet  in  hii 
argument,  or  to  concur  in  a  sioffle  senti- 
ment which  the  hon.  baronet  had  uttered. 
He  believed  that  the  hon.  baronet  was  ex- 
tremely mistaken,  if  he  supposed  tbftt  the 
speech  which  he  had  just  delivered  was 
likely  to  make  any  great  impression  out  of 
the  House,  or  that  he  would  be  considered 
as  acting  under  a  sound  discretionj  when 
at  this  period  above  all  others — when  his 
mind  could  not  fail  to  be  impressed  with 
the  disgraceful  scenes  that  every  day  oc- 
curred in  a  particular  part  of  the  kingdiSfOt 
the  hon.  baronet  hela  out  to  the  pieopl^ 
that  those  measures,  the  employment  of 
which  cruel  necessity  compelled,  wert  rp* 
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sorted  to  fol-  the  purpose  of  crushing  Ihe 
liberties  of  the  subject,  and  that  this  was  a 
government  not  of  the  law,  but  of  the 
sword.  He  believed  that  it  would  be  al- 
most universally  felt,  that  the  steps  which 
government,  or  which  the  magistrates 
thought  proper  to  pursue,  were  not  for  the 
purpose  of  crushing  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  nor  to  make  war  with  the  people, 
and  subdue  them  ;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  valuable  lives  and  the  valu- 
able properties  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
from  rioters  and  incendiaries.  These 
were  the  people  whom  the  hon.  baronet 
appeared  now  to  have  taken  under  his  pro- 
tection ;  and  this  mob  of  rioters  and  in- 
cendiaries were  called  by  him,  the  people; 
and  government  was  charged  with  making 
war  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people,  b,e- 
cause  they  would  not  allow  a  turbulent 
populace  to  destroy  all  the  valuable  accu- 
mulations of  wealth,  property  and  inge- 
nuity in  the  realm.  To  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  districts  so  disturbed,  government 
had  been  obliged  to  draw  troops  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  this  was 
TV  hat  the  hon.  baronet  called  making  war 
V  oon  the  people  and  subverting  their  liber- 
ties. He  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) could,  without  much  difficulty, 
attribute  the  speech  which  the  House  had 
i'lst  heard  to  its  true  origin.  The  hon. 
baroriCt  had  nu  doubt  strongly  in  his  re- 
collection the  sreps  which  government  had 
been  oblicrecl  to  lake  to  repel  the  tumul- 
iinry  aid  which  hrid  been  oflered  to  him 
;:i  re>isti;ig  ihe  laws  of  the  country.  He 
r.ii'.ht  i;o\v  cciifidently  say,  resisting  tl|e 
laws  of  the  country  ;  for  the  law  had  since 
been  r^^cognised  and  settled  in  the  most 
formal  manner  in  the  tribunal,  to  which 
the  hon.  baronet  chose  to  appeal,— a  Trial 
by  Jury.  Tlie  hoii.  baronet  doubtlessly 
meant  that  tlis  constitution  had  been  vio- 
late;!, and  the  'liberties  infringed  some  few 
months  sin<:e,  when  government  was  com- 
pelli^l  to  send  a  military  force  to  quell  the 
niultiiiide  raised  by  him.  Now  he  under- 
stood why  the  hon.  baronet  dishked  the 
life-guards,  and  their  barracks.  It  arose 
from  some  awkward  impression  that  yet 
remained  of'  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
defy  and  defeat  the  law. — There  was  no- 
thing which  ministers  could  do,  that  would 
go  more  imm^^diatcly  to  destroying  the 
consiitution  and  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  than  by  permitting  such  tumul- 
tuary proceedings;  to  go  unchecked.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  the  good  sense  of 
«he  r  ubiic  would  perceive,  that  there  W?i 
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nothing  itt  these  statements  of  the  hot. 
baronet,  but  mere  declamatory  nonsense  ( 
or,  if  there  could  be  collected  any  senit 
from  them,  it  would  be  only  such  as  wai 
calculated  to  do  infinite  mischief  in  tbt 
present  agitated  and  disturbed  state  of 
many  districts.  He  should  pass  over  thosa 
topics  without  any  further  observation, 
and  take  it  for  granted,  that  no  man  could 
fmd  out  more  danger  to  the  constitotioa 
from^  the  regiment  of  horse  guards  hat- 
ing  barracks  in  Mary-le-bone  park,  than  if 
they  continued  in  King-street;  or  in  a  de- 
tachment of  the  ordnance  being  stationed 
in  the  above  park,  instead  of  the  whol« 
park  being  at  Woolwich.  The  right  Hon. 
gentleman  then  defended  the  estimate  in  de« 
tail,  and  conceived  (hat  he  had  given  proper 
advice  to  the  Prince  Regent,  when  be  ad- 
vised his  Royal  Highness  to  surrender  tbo 
510  acres  of  ground  which  formed  this  neir 
park,  to  the  health  and  comforts  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  this  great  metropolis,  instead 
of  making  the  greatest  rent  of  it  by  cover- 
ing it  with  buildings.  As  a  barrack  was 
wanted,  he  thought  it  mach  the  most 
eligible  plan  to  build  it  upon  this  land 
belonging  to  the  crown.  As  to  the  ex* 
pence  formerly  incurred  in  barrack  esti- 
mates, it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pre- 
sent c|uestion,  as  the  contract  was  open  to 
fair  competition,  and  it  was  allowed  that 
the  expenditure  was  now  watched  oyer 
with  the  greatest  vigilance. 

Mr.  Huskisson  condemned,  in  very 
strong  and  pointed  language,  the  speech 
delivered  by  the  hon.  baronet,  which  ha 
had  heard  with  pain,  though  not  with  as* 
tonishment,  recollecting  the  rooted  aver- 
sion which  the  hon.  baronet  must  naturally 
entertain  to  the  life  guards*  who  had  re^ 
stored  order  at  a  time  when  the  hon* 
baronet  was  the  first  to  set  the  laws  at  de« 
fiance.  He  maintained  that  the  military* 
whenever  they  were  called  on  to  sapprest 
disturbances,  behaved  with  a  moderation 
that  was  highly  admirable,  and  which  even 
the  deluded  wretches  whom  they  queilad 
were  the  first  to  acknowledge.  The  hoB4 
baronet  had  made  allosions  to  the  iitstory 
of  former  periods,  which  by  no  means  bore 
him  out  in  his  argument.  In  particnlarlm 
had  adverted  for  an  instance  of  the  reliance 
which  a  sovereign  might  place  oniiis  sab» 
jects  to  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  who  was 
known  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  tyrants 
that  ever  existed.— Still,  it  was  with  sor* 
row  he  said  it,  he  was  compelled  to  concar 
with  the  hon.  baronet  iq  the  vote  he  should 
ghve.    He  contended  that  ihe  erection  of 
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^he  barracks,  in  all  the  situations  required, 
was  inexpedient,  and  in  some  instances 
unnecessary.  The  estimate  for  them  was 
also  extremely  excessive,  the  usual  rate 
being  only  about  120/.  for  every  man  and 
horse  of  the  cavalry,  and  only  about  60/.  for 
every  man  of  the  infantry.  The  frontage 
of  the  barracks  in  Mary-le-bone  was 
nearly  one-third  of  a  mile,  and  the  wall  to 
inclose  it  not  less  than  a  mile  in  circumfe- 
rence.—Tliinking  that  the  postponement 
could  not  be  injurious  in  any  point  of  view, 
he  should  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Barham%M,  that  although  be  came 
down  to  the  House  to  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, he  liad  been  induced  to  change  his 
resolution  by  the  address  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  and  certainly  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  in  his  comments  been 
a  little  ungrateful,  since  no  speech  that 
had  been  delivered  could  have  more  bene- 
fited him. — He  was  an  enemy  to  barracks, 
but  if  any  thing  could  convince  him  to 
think  them  necessary,  it  would  be  the  pre- 
valence of  such  doctrines  as  he  had  heard 
with  disgust  that  night ;  and  he  trusted  he 
should  not  often  see  persons  in  this  coun- 
try appeal  from  the  laws  to  the  mob. 
The  House  then  divided — 
In  favour  of  the  Amendment...  112 
Against  it 134 


Majority, 


22 

The  original  Resolution  was  then  car« 
ried. 

Renewal  of  thf  East  India  Com- 
pany's Charter]  Mr.  Ponsonhy  observ- 
ed, that  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  declared  to  the  House 
that  he  should,  in  the  course  of  this  week, 
be  able  to  lay  upon  the  table  some  infor- 
mation respecting  the  renewal  of  the 
Charter  of  the  East  India  Company.  This 
was  the  last  day  of  the  week,  and  as  he 
had  not  yet  fulfilled  his  pledge,  he  was 
desirous  of  knowing  whether  it  was  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  intention  to  perse- 
vere in  bringing  the  matter  forward  during 
the  present  session  ? 

TheChancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered 
that  since  he  had  last  addressed  the  House 
upon  the  subject,  some  difference  of  opi- 
nion had  arisen  between  the  directors  of 
the  East  India  Company  and  government, 
which  rendered  it  much  more  unlikely, 
that  the  matter  would  be  brought  under 
discussion  this  session,  than  he  bad  had 
reason  to  believe  would  have  been  the  case. 
A  court  of  proprietors  was  to  be  held  that 
flay,  respectipg  the  diiferences  to  which 


he  alluded,  the  decision  of  which  he  aboyl^ 
be  able  to  lay  before  the  House  by  Mod*. 
day.  He  was  led  to  apprehend,  however, 
from  some  conversations  he  had  held  wilh 
gentlemen  interested  in  the  matter^  that 
the  question  respecting  the  renewal  of 
the  Charter  of  the  East  India  Company, 
could  not  be  brought  to  a  successful  issue 
during  the  present  session* 
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Petitions  from  Scarborough — ^Amd 
Aberdeen,  RESPECTrNc  Commercial  Li- 
cences.] A  Petition  of  the  owners  of 
ships  belonging  to  the  port  of  Scarboroagh 
in  the  county  of  York,  was  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  ships  of  the  petitioners  were 
formerly  chiefly  engaged  in  the  coal  and 
Baltic  trades,  but  since  the  ports  of  the 
Baltic  have  been  shut,  their  principal  re- 
source has  been  and  now  is  in  the  coal 
trade,  and  in  bringing  timber  from  the 
British  colonies  in  North  America ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  deeply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  magnitude  and  exieni 
of  the  evils  arising  from  the  present  system 
of  granting  licences  to  foreign  vessels  to 
import  timber,  deals,  staves,  and  other  kinds 
of  wood  into  this  country,  to  the  manifest 
disadvantage  of  the  British  shipping  inte- 
rest, such  importations  not  only  interfer- 
ing most  fatally  with  our  trade  to  the 
British  American  colonies,  but  being  also 
highly  injurious  to  the  colonists  tliem- 
selves ;  and  that  the  House  is  well  aware 
of  the  confined  trade  and  depressed  state 
of  the  shipping  interest,  from  the  present 
unfortunate  situation  of  Europe;  bat  the 
encouragement  given  to  foreign  vessel^ 
and  even  to  those  belonging  to  our  ene- 
mies, by  granting  them  licences  to  import 
wood  into  this  country,  has  not  only  in- 
creased the  depression,  but  is  likely  to  an- 
nihilate the  shipping  trade  to  British 
North  America ;  and  if  the  present  system 
of  granting  licences  is  continoed,  the  pe- 
titioners are  apprehensive  it  will  become 
ruinous  to  them,  and  to  the  shipping  inte- 
rest at  large;  and  that  the  petitioners 
have,  with  deep  regret,  foreseen  for  some 
^time  the  baneful  effect  the  granting  of 
licences  so  extensively  would  produce 
upon  the  wise  and  venerable  maritime 
laws  of  this  country,  upon  the  faith  of 
which  they  embarked  their  capitals,  in 
hopes  of  acquiring  a  maintenance  by  their 
honest  exertions  in  their  profession ;  and 
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they  cannot  behold  with  indifference  the 
encouragement  given  to  foreigners^  by 
aid  oF  British  licences,  to  supply  the  place 
of  British  capital  and  British  industry: 
besides  the  evil  tendency  of  the  licence 
system  striking  at  the  very  root  of  our 
n.'wigation  laws,  the  petitioners  most 
deeply  deplore  that  it  is  the  occasion  of 
such  systematic  falshood,  perjury,  and 
depravity,  as  is  highly  reprehensible  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  and  m»ny  eventually 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  general  mercantile 
interests  of  the  world  ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners beg  leave  to  state,  that  the  English 
merchants  and  ship-owners  have  made 
every  eflbrt  in  their  power  to  support 
themselves  in  a  trading  competition  with 
tliose  licensed  foreigners,  by  importing 
timber,  deals,  &c.  from  our  colonies  in 
America,  but  the  foreigners,  bein^  fully 
employed  in  the  Baltic  and  Norway 
trades,  have  shorter  voyages  to  per- 
form, and  being  navigated  at  a  less  ex- 
pence  than  British  ships,  have  such  a  de- 
cided advantage,  that  neither  the  EngliBh 
merchant  or  ship  owner  can  contend 
against  such  unfavourable  and  unnatural 
circumstances;  and  that  the  petitioners 
most  humbly  submit  to  the  House,  that  if 
necessity  renders  it  indispensable  that  any 
part  of  the  licence  system  should  be  tole- 
rated, it  ought  to  be  confined  exclusively 
to  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  and,  in 
their  humble  opinion,  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  such  commodin'es  as  may  be 
procured  from  our  own  posse«:sions,  or 
even  from  any  foreign  port  to  \Yhich  Bri- 
tish ships  can  safely  navigate;  and  that 
the  petitioners  view  with  amazement  and 
concern  the  extensive  and  flourishing 
trade  of  the  northern  powers  to  this  king- 
dom, by  the  indulgence  of  licences;  in 
almos";  every  Briiish  port,  the  petitioners 
see  the  Danes,  Swedes,  Russians,  and 
other  northern  states,  display  their  flags 
in  conmiercial  prosperity,  while  the  com- 
mercial flag  of  Great  Britain  is  never 
she \', II  in  their  ports,  exrept,  indeed,  when 
it  is  seen  'inJcrncath  the  flag  of  a  bellige- 
rent, to  dcnoU;  fi.e  triumph  of  capturing  a 
Britiih  vessel  :  the  rapid  improvement  in 
the  appearance  and  skill  of  foreign  sea- 
men "^.nc^'  the  jrranting  of  those  licences, 
is  evident  to  tlir*  petitioners,  and  toTftll 
persons  who  arH  acquainted  with  nautiiCal 
a}i;.ir:: ;  a  hardy  and  abl?  race  of  mariners 
j;,  t'lu'  r( ;:  ed,  aiv^  whilst  our  enemies  are 
pMtr.iig  iorth  all  their  strength,  Great 
Britain,  ly  »he  continuance  of  the  system 
cfv.'hich  the  petitioners  complain,  is  vir- 
(VOL.  \Xil.) 


taally  suspending  that  power  which  has 
hitherto  contributed  so  essentially  to  her 
superiority  as  a  nation ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners further  beg  leave  to  state,  that, 
as  they  are  well  aware  of  the  difficult  and 
critical  circumstances  of  (he  times,  and 
would  most  willingly  submit  to  any  priva- 
tion for  the  general  good  of  the  British 
empire,  yet  they  must,  at  the  same  time» 
moftt  humbly  request,  that  the  House  will 
be  pleased  carefully  to  investigate  the 
great  deviations  which  have  lately  been 
made  upon  the  maritime  laws  of  this  king- 
dom, upon  the  foundation  of  which  the 
stupendous  fabric  of  our  wealth  and  power 
has  been  erected,  and  upon  which,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  preservation  of  the 
British  empire  depends  ;  and  that  the  pe» 
titioners  humbly  presume  that  these  Ya« 
luable  laws  should  not  be  departed  from, 
particularly  at  a  time  when  our  inveterate 
and  strong  confederate  enemies  seem  bent 
upon  their  destruction ;  and,  therefore, 
most  earnestly  praying  the  House  will  be 
pleased  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take 
mto  consideration  the  infringement  of  the 
British  navigation  laws,  and  particularly 
to  investigate  into  the  necessity  of  granting 
licences  to  foreign  vessels  to  import  all 
sorts  of  wood  into  this  country." 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants  and 
ship  owners  of  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  was 
also  presented  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  ships  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Aberdeen  were  heretofore  mostly  en« 
gaged  in  the  coal  coasting  and  foreign 
trades,  but  since  they  have  been  shut  out 
from  the  ports  of  the  Baltic,  their  chief  em- 
ployment has  been  in  bringing  timber  from 
the  British  colonies  in  North  America  ; 
and  that  the  present  unfortunate  state  of  the 
continent  of  Europe  has  tended,  in  a  high 
degree,  to  cpnfine  the  trade,  and  depress 
the  shipping  interest  of  this  kingdom ;  and 
the  encouragement  which  has  been  given 
to  foreign  vessels,  by  granting  them  li- 
cences to  import  timber,  deals,  staves,  and 
other  kinds  of  wood  into  tijis  country,  has- 
greatly  increased  the  evil,  and  will,  if  per- 
sisted in,  be  attended  with  the  most  ruin« 
ous  consequences  to  the  Briiii^h  ship 
owners ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  fully 
sensible  of  the  critical  situation  of  the 
times,  and  are  most  willing  to  submit  to 
any  privations  to  which  they  may  be  ex- 
posed, by  such  regulations  as  are  calcu<» 
lated  for  the  general  good  ;  while,  how- 
ever, they  entertain  these  sentiments,  and 
are  ready  to  admit  the  expeuiency  of  the 

(4E) 
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licence  system,  in  regard  to  some  articles 
which  it  may  be  difficult  otherwise  to  ob- 
tain, they  humbly  conceive  that  it  ought 
not  by  any  means  to  be  extended  to  timber 
or  any  other  commodities  which  can  be 
easily  procured  from  our  own  potsesiioiis 
or  from  other  ports  which  are  open  to  the 
British  flag ;  and  praying  the  House  to  take 
the  premises  into  serious  consideration,  and 
in  particular  enquire  into  the  necessity  or 
propriety  of  granting  licences  to  import 
limber  into  this  country  in  foreign  vessels, 
and  thereafter  adopt  such  regiuations  on 
this  important  subject  as  may  leem  best 
calculated  to  aflbrd  protection  and  relief 
to  the  shipping  interest  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  at  the  same  time  be  con* 
sistent  with  the  general  welfare." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petitions  from  Wiltsbirb  and  Aber- 
deen   RESPECTING   THE    ReNCWAL   OF  THE 

East  India  Company's  Charter.]  A 
Petition  of  the  woollen  manufacturers  of 
the  county  of  Wilts,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented  and 
read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  the  House,  that,  by  various 
charters  granted  successively  to  the  East 
India  Company,  and  by  the  restrictions 
imposed  on  the  merchants  of  this  country 
from  trading  with  the  extensive  possessions 
of  the  Company  in  India,  as  well  as  with 
the  whole  of  the  islands  and  territories  in 
Asia  and  Africa  eastward  froiu  the  Cape 
of  Good  IIo)>e,  the  petitioners  conceive 
that  they  have,  for  a  series  of  yean?,  been 
prevented  in  a  very  great  degree  from 
supplying  an  immense  papulation  with 
woulien  manufactures ;  and  that,  by  the 
removal  of  such  restrictions,  the  peti- 
tioners firmly  believe  they  would  annually 
obtain  from  our  merchants  orders  infinitely 
beyond  those  which  are  now  received 
from  the  Ea&t  India  Company  ;  and  that, 
as  the  petitioners  are  cut  ofKin  some  mea- 
sure at  present  from  supplying  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  they  apprehend  a  free 
trane  to  India  would  turnish  them  with  an 
ituiediiiity  for  this  loss;  and  that,  repos- 
ing entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and 
ju>i^ice  of  the  House,  the  petitioners  hum- 
bly entreat  they  will  be  pleased  to  adopt 
fiu(.h  measures  as  mav  secure  to  the  mer- 
chants  ol'the  United  Kingdom  the  advan- 
t  a  ires  of  a  free  trade  eastward  beyond  the 
Cppe  of  Good  Hc»pe." 

A  Petition  of  several  merchants,  mano- 


factorers,  ship  owners  and  other  inbabiluilft 
of  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  was  alto  pre- 
sented and  read  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  most  hombly  con* 
ceive,  that  they,  in  common  with  the  reift 
of  their  fellow  subjects,  are  justly  entitled 
to  participate  in  whatever  trade  or  inter- 
coarse  may  be  carried  on  with  any  part 
of  the  British  empire,  subject  alwayi  to 
such  restrictions  as  a  due  regard  to  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  and  oar  political 
relations  with  foreign  states,  may  render 
necessary;  and  that,  impressed  with  these 
sentiments,  and  convinced  as  they  are  that 
the  opening  up  of  the  trade  with  the  coon- 
tries  situate  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  would  be  attended  with  the 
most  beneficial  consequences  to  the  com- 
mercial manufacturing  and  shipping  inte* 
rests  of  the  kingdom,  they  humbly  beg 
leave  to  express  an  opinion,  that,  if  parlia- 
ment shall,  in  its  wisdom,  see  proper  to 
grant  an  extension  of  the  trade  with  those 
countries  at  the  expiry  of  the  present 
charter  of  the  East  India  Company,  such 
extension  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
port  of  London,  but  embrace  every  prin- 
cipal port  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  praying, 
that  the  House  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
premises  into  serious  consideration,  and 
in  case  it  shall  appear  expedient  to  them 
to  extend  the  privileges  of  the  trade  with 
India,  to  allow  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  in 
common  with  others  throughout  the  king- 
dom, to  participate  in  such^  extension, 
under  such  regulations  as  to  the  House 
shall  seem  meet/' 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Petition  from  the  Weavers,  he*  ov 
Chorley  against  Sinecure  Places,  &cJ 
Mr.  Brougham  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  weavers  and  other  working  manufac- 
turers of  the  town  of  Chorley  and  the 
neighbourhood  thereof,  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioners  have  been,  for  a 
long  time,  labouring  under  a  state  of  the 
utmost  distress,  as  the  House  will  easily 
conceive,  on  being  informed,  that  whereas 
the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  has  been 
nearly  doubled  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  with  France  in  1793,  the 
wages  of  the  petitioners  are  reduced  two 
thirds;  and  that,  in  these  afflicting  circum- 
stances, the  feelings  of  the  petitioners  are 
greatly  aggravated  by  their  knowledge, 
that,  whilst  their  utmost  exertions  in  la- 
bour cannot  save  them  from  starving,  vast 
sums  of  the  public  money  are  bestowed 
upon  individuals,  as  the  salaries  of  sine- 
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cure  places^  that  is  to  say,  of  places,  the 
liolders  of  which  receive  wages  without 
performing  any  work  for  the  same ;  and 
that,  in  proof  of  their  assertion,  that  vast 
sums  of  money  are  thus  bestowed,  selecting 
a  few  instances  out  of  a  great  variety  of 
the  same  nature,  they  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  House,  that  the  right  honourable 
George  Hose  holds  the  sinecure  office  of 
clerk  of  the  parliament,  with  a  salary  of 
3,278/.  per  annum;  that  the  right  hon. 
George  lord  Arden  holds  the  sinecu*^ 
oflices  of  register  of  the  high  court  of  ad- 
miralty  and  of  register  of  the  high  court 
of  appeal  for  prizes,  for  which  he  receives, 
clear  of  deductions,  12,554/.  per  annum  ; 
and  that  the  earl  Camden,  and  the  marquis 
of  Buckingham,  hold  the  sihecure  offices  of 
tellers  of  the  exchequer,  for  which  offices 
they  receive,  the  latter  23,003/.  the  former 
23.117/.  per  annum;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have,  from  time  to  time,  been  in- 
formed of  large  sums  of  money  being  paid 
out  of  the  public  purse  to  distressed  fo- 
reigners, on  which  bead,  passing  by  the 
sums  paid  as  subsidies  to  the  Portuguese 
and  Sicilian  courts,  to  the  duke  and  duchess 
of  Brunswick,  and  divers  other  German 
refugees,  they  beg  leave  to  call  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  House  the  sums  paid  to 
the  exiled  catholic  clergy  and  laity  of 
France,  which  amounted,  in  the  year  1794, 
to  99,548/.  Is.  6d.;  1795,  to  135,890/.; 
179G,  to  199,890/.;  1797,  to  177,480/.  9#. 
7<i.  ;  1798,  to  161,333/.  7«. ;  1799,  to 
187,886/.  105.  Urf. ;  1800,  to  195,713/. 
5s,  \d.;  1801,  to  180,772/.;  and  that, 
though  the  petitioners  presume  to  be  of 
opinion  that,  in  the  season  of  their  dis- 
tress, they  have  as  strong  a  claim  upon 
the  public  purse  of  the  nation  as  any  fo- 
reigners whatsoever  ;  and  though  they 
are  apprized  that  the  precedent  of  the 
special  distribution  in  the  year  1801  of 
2\,2'A(iU  to  the  parishes  where  the  weaving 
of  silk  is  carried  on  in  London,  would  jus- 
tify them  in  applying  to  the  House  for 
direct  pecuniary  relief,  they  deem  it  more 
becoming  them  as  Englishmen,  to  declare 
to  the  House,  that  they  would  far  prefer, 
to  the  receipt  of  any  extraordinary  assis- 
tance, a  dependence  upon  their  own  unim- 
peded industry ;  and  that  they  therefore 
do  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  call  upon 
the  members  of  the  House  well  to  consider 
the  premises,  and  by  the  powers  by  the 
constitution  vested  in  the  House,  to  check 
and  restrain  the  extravagant  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  which,  by  occasion- 
ing the  imposition  of  enormous  Uses^  in- 


creases the  price  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  to  compel  his  MajeMty'smmisters 
to  adopt  a  line  of  policy  which,  Oy  con* 
ciliating  neutral  nations,  may  affect  the 
revival  of  trade,  which  alone,  by  renewing' 
the  strength  of  the  nation,  can,  under  the  - 
Divine  Providence,  finally  secure  to  it  the 
blessins  of  an  honourable  and  lasting 
peace. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Petitions  against  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

Tbench  Silks,  &c.  imported  from 
Franck.I  Lord  Cochrane  gave  notice  of 
a  motion  for  Monday,  for  an  account 
of  the  quantity  o.'*^  French  silks,  laces« 
cambrics,  &c.  imported  irf'«  this  country 
under  Licences,  within  the  last  two  ^rionths^ 
with  the  amounts  of  each  to  the  latest  pe« 
rioil. 

Mr.  Rose  said  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  motion. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  then,  if  agreeable  to 
the  House,  he  should  make  his  motioa 
now.  It  was  a  fact  that  French  silks, 
shawls,  laces,  &c.  were  to  be  seen  on  sale 
in  this  country  at  the  present  moment,  in 
quantities,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  oar 
own  manufactures.  It  had  always  been 
esteemed  a  wise  policy  in  this  country,  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  French  manu- 
factured goods ;  and  even  to  give  to  other 
foreign  goods  an  advantage  over  them. 
He  understood,  however,  that  there  were, 
at  this  moment,  to  the  amount  of  several 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  French  ma- 
nufactured goods  in  the  river ;  and  the 
only  clause  in  the  licences,  under  which 
those  goods  were  suffered  to  be  imported, 
which  went  to  secure  any  reciprocity 
whatever  to  this  country,  was  one  requiring 
that  sugars  or  coffee,  to  the  value  of  5/. 
per  ton  burden,  should  be  exported  in  lieu 
ef  those  rich  manufactured  goods.  If  this 
was  the  policy  of  our  ministers  at  the  pre- 
sent period  of  unexampled  distress  to  our 
manufacturing  interests,  his  lordship  vnu 
not  surprised,  that  the  manufacturers  were 
in  a  state  of  great  dissatisfaction.  If  such 
measures  were  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  better  recruiting  our  armies  in  Por- 
tugal, he  hoped  they  would  fail  in  pro- 
ducing that  effect.  He  concluded  by 
reading  his  motion. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  as  the  paper  would 
be  shortly  before  the  House,  the  production 
of  it  would  afford  the  best  contradiction  to/ 
the  statement  of  the  noble  lord.  There  vtjfi 
one  party  however,  which  he  could  not  even 
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no^'  sud'er  to  go  uncontradicted,  and  that    Bill  pretended  c»n1y  to  reguUte  Sinecurtt 


was  tlie  idea  of  French  nianufACtured  silks 
being  permitted  to  be  imporied  into  this 
country.  Such  an  idea  going  abroad 
might  produce  great  discontent,  and  there- 
•  fore  he  could  not  agree  that  the  motion 
"should  extend  to  silk  goods,  which  were 
actually  prohibited. 

Lord  Cochrane  contended,  that  he  him- 
self did  actually  see  French  silk  goods  for 
sale  within  these  two  days.  If  no  silk 
goods  however  had  really  been  imported. 


Offices,  but  he  contended,  that  as  far  as 
Scotland  was  c Discerned,  it  went  altogether 
to  abolition.  In  a  question  of  this  kind*  it 
ought,  in  his  oi^inion,  never  be  forgotten 
that  the  rights  of  two  countries  were  to  be 
considered ;  and  though  the  making  of 
dii<tinction  might  be  invidious,  yet  he  never 
could  sutler  the  rights  of  his  country  to  be 
violated  M'ithout  opposition ;  he  nerer 
could  suffer  the  rights  of  the  Scottish  peo* 
r^d,  the  remnants  of  their  ancient  monar- 


Mr.  Rose  asked,  would  the  nobie  lord 
take  upon  him  to  say,  that  It<s  had  seen 
French  silks  in  the  ri^  .1  within  these  two 
days  ? 

Lorr^  Cochrane  said  he  had  seen  them 
for  '.die,  and  was  informed  they  had  buen 
lately  imported. 

Mr.  Itose  said  no  Custom-house  officer 
dared  suil'cr  any  such  article  to  be  im- 
ported. 

Sir  F.  Burdctt  submitted,  that  with  the 
information  his  noble  fiicnd  had  received, 
he  had  done  nothin:^  more  than  his  duty 
in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  House  ; 
and  \w  hoped  the  House  would  not  be 
satisfied  unless  the  word  silks  formed  part 
of  the  motion.  The  return  too,  if  it  shewed 
that  no  silks  had  actually  been  imported, 
would  most  eiiectually  calm  any  dissatis- 
faciion  or  fermentation  that  might  prevail. 

J\l:-.  Rote  thought  it  hardly  worth  while 
to  opj)osr!  the  motion  as  it  stood,  as  the  re- 
turn would  give  the  best  answer  to  this 
chari!:e. 

Lord  Cochrane  did  not  pretend  to  say 
that  the  silks  of  which  he  spoke  had  been 
entered  at  the  Custom-house ;  but  he  had 
been  informed,  that  they  had  formed  part 
of  a  cargo  of  the  value  of  Q,000/.  which 
had  been  imported  into  this  country. 

Sir  t/.  Newport  m(»ved  to  add  to  the  mo- 
tion the  words,  "  Whether  for  exportation 
or  for  home  consumption,"  when 

The  motion  so  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  resolved  its<)lf  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Petitions  against  the 
Orders  in  Council. 

SiNEcuuE  OrriCEt  Bill.]  On  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  iupijrt  of  the  Sinecure  Offices 

^  i  «  •  . 

ivlr.  W,  Dwndas  argued  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill.  His  chief  ground  of  ob- 
jection was,  however,  that  it  violated  the 
articles  of  Union  wita  Scotland*     The 
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the  return  would   most  effectually  shew    chy,  the  memorial  of  their  pride  as  an  in* 
this.  dependent  nation,  to  be  done  away^  witb* 

out  making  all  those  efforts  which  hie  pri- 
vate duty  as  well  as  his  love  of  country 
dictated.     The  people  of  Scotland  had  sti- 
pulated  at  the  Union,  that  their  chief  of- 
fices of  state  should  be  preserved.     This 
was  to  them  a  sort  of  remaneratioD«  and 
not  merely  an  act  of  grace  or  favour;  and 
he  should  like  to  know  on  what  ground  it 
was,  that  the  very  first  offices  in  Scotland 
were,  in  defiance  of  solemn  treaty  and 
plighted  national  faith,  to  be  now  abolish* 
ed  ?     Was  this  preserving  that  honourable 
freling  in  the  contemplation  of  which  the 
Union  with  Scotland  was  formed ;  or  wai 
it  not  ralKer,  for  a  i)aliry  consideration,  a 
dereliction  of  that    honourable  feeling? 
Whf  n  Mr.  Burke  made  his  attempt  at  the 
reformation  of  offices, did  such  a  departure 
from  good  faith  ever  enter  into  his  head  ? 
Did  he  not  in  fact  know  hum-in  nature  toe 
well  ever  to  have  ventured  on  a  breach  of 
faith  with  a  people  who  were  too  much 
alive  to  feelings  of  that  description  to  have 
suffered  such  an  insult  and  such  an  injury 
with  tame  insensibility  ?     The  right  hon. 
gentleman  then  protested,  that  he  had  no 
quarrel  with  the  mover  or  supporters  of . 
this  Bill ;    that  he  opposed  it  totally  on 
high  national  ground.    That  he  respected 
the  rights  of  England,  but  that  he  nerer 
would  desert  the  rights  of  Scotland  ;    and 
that  if  this  Bill  were  to  pass,  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  say  that  it  was  an  unne- 
cessary  infiingement    on  the  character, 
faith,  and  honour  of  a  nation. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  followed 
on  the  same  side.  He  was  quite  aware 
that  gentlemen  by  no  means  conceived  to 
what  evil  results  this  Bill  might  lead.  At 
the  time  of  the  Union  with  Scotland  it  waa 
stipulated,  that  the  municipal  law  and  ita 
regulations  should  be  preserved  entire^ 
This  was  done  as  much  for  the  sake  of 
supporting  private  right  as  for  any  public 
consideration;  it  was  done,  in  fact,  for 
the  safety  of  the  landed  proprietors.  Soot* 


1161] 


Sinecure  Offices  BilL 


land  was  united  to  England  in  their  public 
sea),  but  in  matters  of  private  right  it  was 
reserved    that    Scotland    should    have    a 
keeper  of  the  great  seal.      This  oflfice  was 
tliercfore  a  nociiiorial  of  the  ancient  Scot- 
tish ii*oriarchy, — it  was  a  lasting  symbol 
of  tliat   independent  kingdom :    and,  he 
cone  eived,  that,  without  tlie  greatest  out- 
rage to  the  feelings  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  British  empire,  it  could  not  be  destroy- 
ed.     In  this  instance  he   stood  up  for  his 
country,  not  as  asking  a  favour  from  Kng- 
land,  but  as  demanding  the  preservation  of 
a  right.     In  fact,  Scotland  was  asking  no- 
thing from  England  but  the  mere  keeping 
of  a  covenant;    and  he  was  confident  that 
the  House  would  never  consent  io  depart 
from   "Stipulations  which  were  solemn  in 
their  origin  and  rendered  lacred  by  time. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  then  ar- 
gued oti  the  enactments  of  the  Bill,  which 
entruiited  to  deputies  what  it  took  from 
the  principals.     The  offices  were  destroy- 
ed or  sunk  into  inferior  situations,  which 
no   persons   but    those    of   inferior  rank 
would  ever  think  of  filling.     All  responsi- 
bility was  therefore  at  an  end,  because  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  deputies  cal- 
culated for  situations  of  a  few  hundreds  a 
year  could  be  sufficiently  responsible  to 
the  land  proprietors  of  Scotland.      Were 
the  landed   rights  of  Scotland  to  be  thus 
trilled    away  ?     In    fact,  •  when    deputies 
would    be   converted    into    principals    as 
holders  of  the  ofhcesof  Scotland,  he  wish- 
ed to  know  what,   except  the  honesty  of 
the  deputies,  could  the  landed  proprietorsof 
Si 01  land  depend  upon?  And  as  to  their 
honesty,  he  was  afraid  that  it   would  re- 
quire all  the   pure  virtue  and  all  the  im- 
nriculate  character  of  the  chairman  of  the 
conunittee  of  fuiance,  to  withstand   the 
(einptaiion*  which  they  would  continually 
nieei. — He  then  went  into  the  details  of 
the  lit II.     It  abolished,  in  the  first  place, 
the  otfue  of  tlie  keeper  of  the  greaL^al  of 
Scotland.     (Xo,  from  Mr.  Bankes.)     The 
hon.  <;entlt man  said  no,  but  he  said  yes. 
He  sliould  not  mind  the  interruptions  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  but  he  would  look  to 
the  liill  iiselt.      The  Bill  abolished  the 
ernolu^nent  of  this  great  office.     (Hear, 
hear,  from  Mr.  Bankes  and  the  opposi- 
tion.)    Well!    what  remained  of  the  of- 
fice after  the  emolument?  The  emolument 
Wis  what  induced  responsible  persons  to 
take  it ;  and  it  was  the  want  of  responsibi- 
lity which  he  attributed  to  the  enactments 
oi  tlie  pres(  nt  )5ill.     The  Bill,  to  be  sure, 
oj;iysaid  that  it  regulated  this  office^  but 
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it  in  truth  abolished  it.  It  gave  up  a 
place  of  high  trust  and  public  care  to  ob- 
scure and  inferior  individuals,  who  should 
act  as  deputies;  and  by  it,  therefore,  the 
property  of  Scotland  was  put  into  unsafe 
hands.  He  then  contended,  that  as  far  at 
the  Bill  regarded  Scotland  it  enacted  con- 
tradictions. It  commanded  one  to  be 
doing  particular  acts  in  distinct  places  at 
the  same  time  ;  and  even  on  this  ground 
the  absurdity  of  the  Bill  was  too  evident 
to  be  borne  with.  In  fine,  the  Bill,  if  it 
should  pass  into  a  law,  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, cause  the  greatest  confusion  in  Scot- 
land :  it  would  strike  the  whole  people 
with  immeasurable  astonishment.  The 
House  had  lately  beard  of  Ireland  coming 
in  person  to  their  bar— of  Ireland  appear- 
ing there  with  her  imperial  crown,  de- 
manding the  concession  of  what  were 
called  rights,  but  what  he  might  conceive 
as  privileges,  which,  if  granted,  would  en* 
danger  the  safety  of  the  state.  The  House 
had  lately  been  threatened  with  this  pom- 
pons  appearance ;  but  he  did  not  appear 
in  his  place  as  the  advocates  for  Ireland 
did.  He  asked  no  privileges,— be  prayed 
for  no  favour ;  but  he  demanded  the  ful- 
filment of  a  contract,  the  preservation  of 
rights  which  were  never  considered  inju* 
rious  to  any  mortal,  which  were  the  le- 
gacy given  to  her  children  by  an  ancient 
kingdom,  and  which  were  now  sanctioned 
by  an  Union  of  one  hundred  years. 

Mr.  LAfttcUan  observed,  that  notwith- 
standing the  high  authorities  of  Junius  and 
Wilkes,  he  had  always  thought  the  asser- 
tion a  calumny,  that  the  Scottish  nation 
was  attached  with  peculiar  fervour  to 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  pecuniary  emo- 
lument ;  the  speech  just  delivered  had  in- 
duced him  to  waver  in  his  opinion,  and 
perhaps  his  countrymen  might  thank  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  for  a 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  statement. 
He  (Mr.  L.)  could  not  give  the  Scotch 
credit  for  that  zealous  attachment  to  mo- 
narchy which  had  been  so  much  boa.sted  ; 
nor  would  he  dwell  upon  the  subject,  lest 
the  headless  ghosts  of  a  Charles  and  a 
Montrose  should  be  conjured  up  in  the 
imaginations  of  the  members  for  North 
Britain.  He  had  pas:>ed  a  considerable 
portion  of  his  life  in  Scotland,  and  he 
would  not,  as  their  countryman  to-night 
had  done,  be  so  unjust  as  lo  as^ert,  that  he 
had  noticed  any  peculiar  affection  for  the 
majesty  of  inefficiency,  or  the  dignity  of 
idleness.  With  regard  to  the  immediate 
questioOi  ha  waa  fully  convinced  that  the 
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true  reason  why  the  influence  of  the  aris- 
trocracy  of  Scotland  was  so  debased,  was 
because  these  places,  now  the  subject  of 
contention,  had  been  continued.  It  had 
been  said,  that  persons  of  high  rank  and 
distinguished  talents  should  fill  sinecure 
offices,  as  the  reward  of  meritorious  ser- 
vices. He  thought  that  this  argument 
came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  those 
who  had  advised  the  recent  appointment 
of  colonel  M'Mahon.  In  his  opinioo,  if 
there  ever  was  a  time  when  it  was  fit  that 
this  power  of  augmenting  influence  should 
be  wrested  from  the  hands  of  the  crown, 
it  was  the  present.  When  it  was  known 
that  there  prevailed  in  the  court  a  base 
system  of  unprincipled  favouritism— 
[hear  !  hear !  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.]  What !  did  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  of  all  others,  express  his  dis- 
sent ?  With  all  other  men  it  had  ceased  to 
be  a  matter  of  doubt. — It  was  notorious 
that  the  Regent  was  surrounded  with  fa- 
vourites, and,  as  it  were,  hemmed  in  with 
minions.  If  there  was  among  them  a  man 
of  note  or  talent,  there  certainly  was  not 
one  of  any  character — nor  had  a  single 
individual  selected  the  slightest  claim  to 
a  farthing  of  the  public  money.— He  would 
not  now  notice  the  merits  of  colonel 
M'Mahon,  because  a  fit  opportunity  would 
soon  be  afforded  for  doing  so,  but  thus 
much  he  would  assert^  that  the  public  who 
paid  him,  knew  nothing  of  any  services  he 
had  performed.  He  thought  that  any 
minister  who  dared  to  recommend  such 
an  appointment,  possessed  a  degree  of  for- 
titude and  boldness,  that  scarcely  fell  to 
the  share  of  any  other  individual  in 
the  kingdom.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  would  be  parsimonious  of  public 
money,  where  it  was  claimed  by  merit, 
but  he  would  rather  give  hundreds  of 
thousands  to  a  Nelson  or  a  Wellington, 
than  a  single  farthing  to  a  Gaveston  or  a 
Despencer. 

Mr.  Courienay  felt  great  difficulty  in  op- 
posing a  measure  purporting  to  be  a  mea- 
sure of  ceconomy,  and  the  proposer  of 
which  professed  himself  to  be  treading  in 
the  steps  of  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  trusted  that  he  should  shew  that  so 
far  from  being  an  economical  measure,  it 
would  be  one  of  wanton  profuseness,  that 
it  would  tend  to  encrease  the  improper  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  and  that  it  was,  as  it 
stood,  a  measure  quite  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  and  practice  of  Mr.  Burke 
or  Mr.  Pitt.  He  begged  that  it  might 
be  remembered  that  in  estimating  the  eco- 
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nomy  of  the  new  system,  the  Hoose  oochl 
not  to  compare  it  with  that  which  had  pi* 
therto  prevailed,  and  under  which  there 
had  been  various  abuses,  but  with  the  pre- 
sent system,  amended  as  it  was  proposed 
to  be  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  (the  Chui« 
celior  of  the  Exchequer),  by  which  amend- 
ment a  number  of  sinecures  woald  be 
abolished  and  others  regulated,  without 
any  such  substitution  as  was  proposed  by 
the  hon.  mover,  so  that  whereas  the  saving 
that  would  accrue  from  this  Bill  woold 
be  contingent  and  precarious,  whatever 
saving  there  would  arise  from  the  proposi* 
tions  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  be  positive  and  certain.  ' 

But  the  present  Bill  was  liable  to  objec- 
tion in  its  entire  formation  ;  the  offices  to 
be  abolished  ought  to  have  been  divided 
into  five  or  six  classes,  upon  each  of  which 
different  principles  should  operate,  as  well 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  abolishing  as 
the  propriety  of  the  abolition.  In  the 
first  place,  there  were  the  offices  upon  the 
civil  list,  the  existence  of  which  was  re- 
cognized when  the  amount  of  the  civil 
list  was  fixed,  andi  when  the  pensions 
were  limited ;  and  some  even  opon  the 
hereditary  revenue  of  the  crown ;  it  was 
against  all  parliamentary  practice,  and 
against  that  of  Mr.  Burke  in  1782,  and 
against  the  whole  tenour  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
conduct,  without  a  single  exception,  to  in- 
terfere with  these  offices  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  crown  previously  signified  ; 
and  this  principle  had  during  the  present 
parliament  been  carried  so  far,  that  the 
Speaker  had  on  one  occasion  declined 
putting  the  question  upon  a  motion  afiect- 
ing  the  King's  hereditary  revenue. 

To  the  next  class  the  principle  of  abo* 
lition  ought  certainly  to  be  applied. 
When  that  House  had  granted  certain 
revenues  to  the  crown,  for  public  pur- 
poses, giving  the  crown  the  power  of  de- 
fraying; out  of  those  revenues  the  charges 
attending  their  collection,  it  was  a  great 
abuse,  and  one  to  which  there  was  scarcely 
any  limit,  to  make  use  of  that  power  in 
the  creation  of  sinecure  places.  In  look* 
ing  to  the  enactments  of  former  times 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  found  a 
circumstance  which  might  be  considered 
as  illustrative  of  bis  assertion  in  regard  lo 
the  hereditary  revenues.  An  act  had 
passed  a  few  years  ago,  for  rectifying  a 
supposed  mistake  in  the  Act  of  1 79S,  lor 
confirming  the  abolition  of  certain  places 
in  the  customs ;  the  mistake  was  in  the 
omission  of  the  office  of  Sur? eyor  of  Pettj 
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Customs.  Now,  Mr.  Courtenay  had  little 
doubt  but  that  this  office  was  omitted  in 
the  act,  because  those  petty  customs  had 
been  granted  by  parliament  to  one  of  the 
Edwards  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  and  con- 
stituted part  or  the  hereditary  revenue,  lo 
which,  upon  a  demise  of  the  crown,  the 
new  king  would  become  entitled. 

In  like  manner,  the  salaries  of  offices 
which  were  paid  out  of  the  annual  grants 
of  that  House,  might  be  fit  subjects  for 
abolition  or  regulation,  but  not  by  Bill.  If 
the  House  thought  any  such  office  useless 
or  overpaid,  the  constitutional  mode  of 
proceeding  was  to  withhold  the  vote  of  the 
salary,  as  had  been  recently  done  in  the 
case  of  the  Paymaster  of  Widows'  Pen- 
sions. 

With  respect  to  the  offices  belonging  to 
the  courts  of  justice,  he  (Mr.  C.)  felt  incom- 
petent to  say  much ;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  consideration  involved  a  va- 
riety of  details,  which  were  by  no  means 
Bufticiently  provided  for  by  the  Bill.  And 
the  same  observation  applied  to  the  offices 
in  the  colonies,  in  touching  which,  the 
House  might  perhaps  be  legislating  for  the 
colonies  in  a  way  that  might  be  produc- 
tive of  evil  consequences.  Much  de- 
pended upon  the  nature  of  the  emoluments 
and  the  purposes  to  which  they  were  ap- 
plied. As  far  as  making  effectual  the  Act 
of  1782,  relative  to  patent  places  in  the 
colonies,  which  had  been  notoriously 
evaded,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the 
Bill. 

There  were  very  many  other  objections 
to  the  detail,  but  he  objected  to  the  whole 
principle  upon  which  the  pensions,  which 
were  to  be  substituted  for  the  sinecures, 
were  sjrounded.  Under  the  Bill,  pensions 
would  be  given  to  those  who  ought  not  to 
have  them  ;  and  withholden  from  those 
upon  whom  they  ought  to  be  conferred. 
At  present,  sinecures  were  often  given  to 
persons  who  held  high  and  efficient  offices, 
but  such  as  were  not  sufficiently  lucrative; 
Buth  were  the  sinecures  of  lord  North,  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  lord  Grenville,  The  pension 
under  the  Bill  only  attached  after  a  cer- 
tain  number  of  years  service ;  if,  there- 
fore, you  deemed  the  emoluments  of  these 
high  otTices  insufficient,  and  pensions  were 
not  to  be  given  except  for  previous  service, 
you  must  permanently  increase  those  emo- 
luments, though  the  offices  would  fre- 
(juently  be  in  the  hands  of  persons  whose 
circumstances  rendered  the  increase  un- 
necessary. He  contended  that  the  crown 
ought  to   have   the  power  of  conferring 
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pensions  to  a  limited  amount  on  the  whole, 
but  upon  such  persons  as  for  any  cause  it 
might  think  proper  to  select.  The  hon. 
mover  admitted  that  the  crown  ought  to 
have  the  power  of  granting  rewards,  but 
said  that,  under  this  Bill,  rewards  could 
only  be  given  to  meritorious  persons ;  and 
what  was  his  test  of  merit  ?  It  was  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  appreciate  merit,  in 
persons  living,  or  in  persons  long  dead ; 
but  the  hon.  gentleman  professed  to  have 
a  test  for  appreciating  all  future  merit,— 
and  this  test  wa^  Place.  It  was  only  ne- 
cessary for  a  man  to  shew,  that  he  had 
filled  such  or  such  an  office  for  the  num- 
ber of  years  specified  in  the  Bill,  he  was 
a  meritorious  officer,  and  entitled  to  hi* 
reward ! 

Rewards  were  now  given  to  persons 
who  held  offices,  in  which  they  might  bd 
very  useful,  but  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  properly  enough  left  out  of  his  Bill, 
because  it  would  have  been  a  still  mora 
extravagant  measure  than  it  now  stood,  if 
all  such  offices  had  entitled  the  holders  to 
the  pension.  Here  was  another  proof  of 
the  hopelessness  of  any  attempt  which, 
like  the  famous  plan  of  finance,  or  other 
schemes,  professed  to  apply  a  fixed  prin* 
ciple  to  that  which  was  in  its  nature  flue* 
tuating  and  uncertain. 

But  Mr.  C.  held  that  the.  crown  ought 
to  have  the  power  of  conferring  pensions 
or  sinecures  even  upon  persons  who  had 
filled  no  offices  at  all.  There  were  various 
kinds  of  merit,  which  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible to  define.  Very  useful  exertions 
in  that  House,  such  as  those  of  Mr.  Burke, 
ought  to  be  rewarded;  and  though  his 
pension  was  the  subject  of  obloquy  at  the 
time,  few  now  doubted  the  propriety  of 
granting  it.  The  hon.  mover  himself,  if 
not,  fortunately  for  him,  placed  in  affhi- 
ence,  would  be  a  fit  subject  for  a  similar 
mark  of  approbation. 

In  fact,  the  power  of  granting  perma- 
nent rewards,  tended  to  diminish  rather 
than  to  increase  the  hurtful  influence  of 
the  crown.  (Hear,  hear  1)  To  those  gen- 
tlemen who  seemed  to  receive  this  with 
something  mbre  than  doubt,  he  would  say^ 
that  the  sentiment  was  borrowed  from  Mr, 
Fox's  Speech  on  the  Teller's  Bill  in  1782. 
It  created  independent  men,  whereas  the 
hon.  gentleman's  system,  making  place 
the  only  channel  through  which  to  obtain 
reward,  created  a  great  inducement  to  side 
with  the  government  of  the  day.  It  was 
an  encouragement  to  take  office  under  any 
circumstances^  and  discouragement  to  fe- 
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that  the  labours  of  the  offices,  particularly 
that  of  chief  justice  of  the  King^s  Bench, 
fvere  extremely  ill- paid,  if  it  were  not 
that  the  disposal  of  those  offices,  in  addi- 
tion   to   their    other  ciiiolumenis,    made 
something  of  a  reasonable  compensation 
to  them.     If  the  disposal  of  those  offices 
were  taken  away  from  the  chief  judges,  a 
Tery  considerable  addition  to  their  salaries 
ought  to  be  made. — As  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill*  his  opinion  was  still  that  it  was 
perfectly   wrong  and  mistaken.     It  went 
to  say,  that  the  crown  should  not  have  the 
power  of  securing  for  its  service  men  whom 
it  might  judge  to  be  the  most  capable,  if 
those  men  happened  not  to  be  in  a  situa- 
tion to  resign  ail  other  professions  or  pur- 
suits  in   order  to   enter  into   the  public 
service.     It  was  only  by  such  places  as 
these,  that  the  crown  had  now  the  power 
of  prevailing  on  men  to  accept  of  offices 
who  were  not  completely  independent  in 
their  fortunes,  and  who  were  obliged  to 
look  to  their  own  exertions  for  the  main- 
tenance  and   provision  of  their  families. 
It  might  be  supposed  that  those  observa- 
tions proceeded  trom  a  personal  bias ;  but 
he  should  not  pretend  to  say,  that  his  pub- 
lic services  were  of  such  importance  to 
the  country,  as  to  make  such  a  measure 
necessary.      He  should,  however,  suppose 
a  case  of  the  crown  being  at  any  future 
time  surrounded  by  aristocratic  combina- 
tions, and  that  to  preserve  its  proper  place 
in  the  constitution,  it  should  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  call  to  its  service  some  gentle- 
man from  the  other  side  of  the  House.   .It 
would  be  very  possible,  that  the  gentleman 
whom  it  might  so  select,  and  who  might 
be  more  worthy  of  such  selection,  would 
be  found  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  be 
able,  in  duty  to  himself  or  his  family,  to 
accept    of  office   unless  the  crown   had 
something  of  this  sort  to  bestow,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  salarv  of  the  office.     In  such  a 
case  as  he  had  supposed,  it  would  be  evi- 
dent that  the   existence   of  such  offices 
would  contribute  materially  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  crown,  and  to  enabling  it 
to  keep  its  proper  rank  in  the  constitution. 
He  knew  that  there  were  some  who  con- 
ceived the  influence  of  the  crown  exor- 
bitant.    (Hear,  hear!)     He  supposed  that 
those  who  cheered  the  expression  so  cla- 
morously,^ were  of  that  opinion;    but  he 
should   appeal    to    the     opinion    of   the 
House  in  general,  whether  this  influence 
was  too  great.      He  conceived  that  the 
progress  of  information,  and  the  accumu- 
.  latiou  of  wealthy  had  added^  of  late  years, 
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mach  more  influence  to  the  arittocratic 
and  democratic  part  of  our  constitution-^ 
much  more  weight  and  influence,  than  all 
the  existing  offices,  together  with  the  in- 
creased patronage  of  the  army,  and  the 
collection  of  the   revenue,  gave  to   the 
crown.    Even  the  late  debates  and  divi- 
sions which  had  taken  place  in  that  Home 
upon  col.  M'Mahon's  appointment,  shewed 
pretty  clearly  that  there  was  no  such  pre- 
ponderating influence  as  the  crown  waa 
supposed  to  have  over  parliament.     There 
was  no  man  who  could  say  that  the  pro- 
posed measure  would  be  a  matter  oi  in- 
diflerence,  as  respecting  the  crown.    It 
would  certainly  be  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion of  the  influence  of  the  crown;  and  it 
was  for  the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  say» 
whether  it  would  not  be  a  dangerous  di- 
minution of  an  influence  which  was  by  no 
means  too  great.    It  would  be.  haaarding 
a  great  blow  to  the  monarchy,  to  deprive 
the  crown  of  the  means  o^  callinff  any 
man  to  its  service  who  was  not  completely 
independent  in  his  fortune.     A  pension^ 
after  a  certain  number  of  years'  service* 
would  be  by  no  means  such  an  induce- 
ment as  every  man  of  honour  and  proper 
feeling  would  prefer  the  means  of  provid- 
ing  for  his  family,  to  any  proviuon  which 
which  was  to  be  made  merely  for  his  own 
life.     No  man  who  could  secure  a  provi- 
sion for  his  family  by  his  exertions  in  pri* 
vate  life,  would  consent  to  acceptof  office* 
unless  he  had  also  a  prospect  held  out  to 
him  of  securing  a  provision  for  his  familv* 
which  one  of  those  sinecure  offices  might 
give  him. 

Mr.  Bankes  certainly  was  apprised  n 
long  time  ago  of  the  hostility  of  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
the  principle  of  this  Bill.  He  though^ 
however,  that  it  was  somewhat  extraordi- 
narvi  and  contrary  to  parliamentary  usage* 
to  fet  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
pass  through  the  Committee,  without  any 
observations ;  and  then  to  come  forward 
in  the  present  stage,  and  condemn. not 
only  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  thoae 
details  which  might  have  been  altered  in 
the  Committee.  He  had  not  expected  to 
have  been  hampered  with  this  double  diffi- 
culty :  but,  however,  he  should  answer  aa 
well  as  he  could  the  objections  which  he 
had  now  heard.  The  gentlemen  from  the 
North  had  opened  a  pretty  sharp  battery 
upon  him  ;  but  they  really  appeared  to 
him  not  to  he  able  to  perceive  the  distino 
tion  between  office  and  salary,  or  to  think 
it  possible  that  the  salary  might  ha-  aaved* 
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and  the  office  not  abolished.     The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  however,  clearly  compre- 
hended   the  distinction;     but    when   he 
spoke  of  those  offices  and  their  responsi- 
bility,  he   should  have   recollected  that 
they  were  rather  quan  offices  with  qua$i 
responsibility,  and  neither  the  duties  of 
such  offices,  nor  the  responsibility  attach- 
ed to  them,  appeared  to  him  at  all  too 
great  to  be  confined  to  such  men  as  would 
usually  be  appointed  deputies.     He  knew 
that  his  Bill  was  necessarily  defective  in 
many  parts ;  and  he  could  have  wished  to 
have  had  the   benefit  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's    observations   on  the    Com- 
mittee.    As  to  the  Scotch  places,  which  it 
was    reconimended   to    incorporate   with 
other  places,  he  was  by  no  means  con- 
vinced of  the  justice  of  the  observations 
made  by  the  Lord  Advocate.     He  believ- 
ed that  those  places  which  had  been  stated 
as  checks  on  each  other,  had  never,  with- 
in the  memory  of  the  oldest  man,  been 
known  to  act  in  any  way  as  checks.    The 
honourable   and  learned   gentleman  had 
represented  this  measure  as  likely  to  over- 
turn all  vested  and  landed    rights  in  Scot- 
land ;  but  he  believed  that  it  would  appear 
to   the  House,  that  his  description  was 
considerably  overcharged.     The  honour- 
able member  proceeded  to  declare,  that 
he   knew   of  no  better  mode  of  paying 
high  and  efficient  offices  in  the  state  than 
by  salaries  proportioned  to   their  import- 
ance.     He  had   conceived,  that   as   the 
House  had  formerly  agreed  to  certain  re- 
solutions  proposed   by   him,  which  laid 
down  the  principles  that  certain  sinecure 
offices  diould  be  either  abolished  or  regu- 
lated, they  were  bound  to  support  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  which  was  in  fact  formed  upon 
these  resolutions.     His   right  honourable 
friend  had  intimated  an  opinion,  that  the 
power  of  the  crown  had  not  increased  of 
late  years:    but  was  it  possible  to  look  at 
the  immense  expenditure  of  the  country, 
—at   our  great   military  and  naval  esta- 
blislimenis, — at  the   vast   patronage  thus 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  crown — at  the 
increase  of  our  revenue,  and  of  the  number 
of  people  employed  in  its  collection  ;— 
was   it   possible,  he  would  ask,  to  look  at 
all  these  things,  without  being  convinced, 
that  dependence  on  the  crown  was  extend- 
ed to    all   parts  of  the  country,  in  a  de- 
gree quite  unexampled  in  former  times? 
(Hear!)   It  was  no   light   consideration, 
also,    that    some    of   the  greatest    com- 
mercial   and    corporate    bodies    in    the 
country  were    in   the  habit    of  looking 
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op  to  the  minister*  of  the  crown.    With 
regard  to  its  immediate  influence  in  that 
House,  there  had   been  times  when  such 
influence  had  been  more  openly  excited  ; 
but  could  there  be  a  doubt  that  much  of  it 
remained,  and  continued  to  be  an  object 
of  just  suspicion  to   the    people  ?     The 
present  measure,  if  passed,  would  have  the 
beneficial  effect  of  purifying  the   future 
parliaments    of   the    country.     He    was 
really  surprised  to  hear  the  offices  which 
this  Bill  proposed  to  abolish,  represented 
as  in  some  measure  the  outworks  and  safe- 
guards which  were  necessary  to  the  pro« 
tection  of  the  crown.     On  the  contrary, 
he  rather  regarded  them  as  a  mill-stone 
appended  to  the  monarchy,  in  danger  of 
weighing  it  to  the  ground  ;  because  these 
sinecures  were   become  low,   degraded, 
and  odious  in  the  estimation  of  the  people. 
(Hear,  hear!)     The  recent  vote  of  the 
Holise,  by  which  the  sinecure  held  by  coU 
M'Mahon  was  abolished,  had  raised  their 
character   in  the  eyes  of  the    country. 
There  never  was  a  moment  when  it  was 
more  important  to  preserve  and  increase 
that  estimation.     Let  them  now  shew  that 
the  act  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  not 
the  mere  effervescence  of  the  moment,  but 
that  they  were  prepared  to  proceed  upon 
principle    to  the  abolition  of  sinecures 
equally  useless,  and  equally  odious.     He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  would  delude 
the  people  with  the  idea,  that  the  abolitions 
which  he  recommended  would  materially 
diminish   the    public    burthens;     but   it 
would  not  fail  to  afford  them  much  satisfac- 
tion, when  they  saw  parliament  determin- 
ed, that  that  only    should  be   expended 
which  was*neces8ary  for  the  public  service. 
He  had  not  expected  a  debate  on  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  Report,  much  less  a 
browbeating  one.     His  Majesty's  minis- 
ters might  think,  from    the  number  of 
members  in  the  House,  they  would  have 
an  advantage  over  him  on  a  division,  as 
many  of  the  hon.  members  were  not  pre- 
sent when  the  question  was  regularly  de- 
bated ;    but  he   was  not  afraid  to  meet 
them  on  a  division,  for  he  knew  the  sound- 
ness of  his  cause.     The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had 
told  them,  that  the  power  of  the  crown 
had   not   increased  ;    at  the  same   time, 
staring  him  in  the  face,  since  the  New  Era 
had  commenced  a  new  office  had  been 
made  at  a  large  salary.      He  had  not  a 
doubt  if  the  Bill  passed  into  a  law,  but  it 
would  do  away  with  many  of  the  existing 
corruptions  of  parliament.    Were  Mr.  Pitt 
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and  Mr.  Burke  living,  he  was  persuaded 
they  would  give  their  support  tu  the  Bill ; 
which  did  not  go  to  deprive  the  crown  of 
the  power  of  rewarding  merit,  but  to  pie- 
vent  the  public  money  from  being  lavished 
on  useless  sinecures.  He  was  always  of 
opinion  that  the  crown  should  bold  its  su» 
premacy,  but  he  thought  the  Bill  before 
them  was  a  safeguard  to  it,  particularly 
vrhen  the  public  were  in  disgust  with  sine- 
cures. It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
preserve  the  public  interest.  The  House 
had,  by  a  former  vote,  given  the  country 
an  earnest  of  their  independence,  and 
would  they  then,  by  their  vote  that  night, 
do  away  with  the  pledge? 

Mr.  Courienay  said,  in  explanation,  that 
in  attributing  to  the  hon.  gentleman  the 
adoption  of  a  test  of  merit,  he  spoke  from 
a  note  made  at  the  time.  He  also  said, 
that  he  had  not  objected  to  the  abolition 
of  sinecures,  except  in  certain  instances, 
but  that  his  objectiona  were  to  the  princi- 
ple upon  which  the  substitution  was  to  be 
established ;  and  in  that  respect  particu- 
larly, he  charged  upon  the  hon.  mover 
a  departure  from  the  principles  of  Mr. 
Pitt. 

Mr.  Canning  rose  and  said,  that  at  that 
late  hour,  and  in  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  House,  he  should  only  detain  them  a 
few  minutes ;    but  he  was  anxious  shortly 
to  explain  the  grounds  on  which  he  should 
vote  for  the  orie;inal  question.     His  right 
hon.    friend    (Mr.  Perceval),  had   com- 
menced his  speech  with  arguing  against 
the  general  principles  of  the  Bill ;  but  he 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  intro- 
ducing some  of  its  minor  and  petty  de- 
tails, for  the  purpose  of  mixing  them  with 
its  principles,  and  obtaining  the  rejection 
of  both   together.      This  was  a  species 
of  tactics  which  was  not  perhaps  very  un- 
usual ;  but  it  would  have  been  fairer  to 
have  made  a  stand  against  the  principle  of 
this  Bill  on  the  second  reading;    and  on 
the  other  hand  his  hon.  friend  might  be 
perfectly  right  in  his  objections  to  some 
of  the  minor  details  of  the  measure,  while 
he  made  no  way  at  all  against  its  princi- 
ples.    The  right  hon.  member  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) then  commented  on  some  of  the  ar- 
giKnents  of  the  learned  lord  who  spoke 
early  in  the  debate,  and  ridiculed  the  im- 
portance which  he  attached  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  certain  sinecure  offices  in  Scot- 
land.    He  next  alluded  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  measures  of  economy  from  the 
throne,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
*seDt  parliament.     The  nature  of  tlie  en- 
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quiries  into  the  means  of  diminishing 
penditure,    then    recommended    bv    tlM 


crown,  could  not  be  mistaken,  at 
sumption  of  measures  of  the  same  MNt  as 
had  been  carried  on  in  the  preceding  par* 
liament  was  particularly  specified  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne.     This,  in  reality, 
was  a  virtual  recommendation  en  the  part 
of  the  crown  of  some  measure  ainilar  to 
the  present,  and  totally  removed  t^  ne* 
cessity  which  his  right  boo.  friena  tap- 
posed  to  exist,  of  having  a  separate  reoom- 
mendation  of  abolition  for  each  of  the  200 
offices  specified  in  the  Bill.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  contended,  that  these  offices 
were  means  in  ihe  hands  of  the  crown  for 
remunerating  high  services,  and  alloriDg  to 
its  employment  the  talents  of  unpatrimo- 
nied  men.     He  admitted  there  was  a  poa* 
sibility  of  a  set  of  persons  of  rank,  birth, 
and  high  fortune  uniting  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  a  circle  round  the  throne,  and 
monopolising  all  the  offices  of  state.     It 
was  equally  proper  that  the  crown  should 
have  the  means  of  averting  such  contin- 
gencies ;  but  was  the  system  of  sinecures 
better  calculated  to  attain  that  object  than 
the  one  now  proposed,  which  was  to  ope- 
rate by  the  power  of  granting  pensions  i 
In  this  point  of  view  the  two-  systemi 
seemed  equal ;  but  in  another  respect,  the 
one  was  more  eligible  than  the  other,  in- 
asmuch as  public  opinion  was  hostile  Co 
sineeures ;   they  were  become  odious  to 
the  people,  while  this  Bill  provided  that 
pensions  should  be  openly  given  and  re- 
ceived as  the  reward  of  past  services.     It 
was  public  opinion  which  caused  the  dif- 
ference ;  and  he  argued  not  on  the  ground 
of  a  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown  being  necessary,  but  merely   on 
that  of  a  commutation  of  its  form.     He 
agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend  in  think- 
ing, that  the  influence  of  the  crown  had 
not  increased  ;    or,  at  least,  that  it  was 
counterbalanced  by  the  increased  wealth' 
of  the  people,  and  particularly  by  that  in- 
creased spirit  of  intelligence  which  was  so 
general  I V  diflused,  and  which  necessarily 
operated  as  a  check  on  the  crown.      IJe 
concluded  by  remarking,  that  though  thera 
were  some  provisions  in  the  Bill  froai 
which  he  dissented,  yet  he  should  support 
it,  because  he  approved  of  the  principle 
on  which  it  went. 

Lord  Custlereagh  opposed  the  Bill,  as 
tending  to  deprive  the  crown  of  the  power 
of  immediately  securing  to  an  individual 
of  talent  that  which,  consistently  with  hia 
duty  tfi  his  family,  he  might  require  to 
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be  secured  to  him  before  he  would  dedi- 
cate his  time  to  the  public  service.  It 
went  to  deprive  the  crown  of  this  power^ 
and  only  left  it  the  means  of  intimating 
to  such  a  person,  that  if  in  the  midst  of 
conflicts  with  poverty,  he  could  contrive 
to  continue  to  serve  the  crown  for  five 
years ;  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  might 
be  rewarded  with  a  pension.  He  could 
not.  think  the  measure  had  been  correctly 
described,  when  it  had  been  represented 
as  merely  leading  to  a  commutation  of 
the  power  of  the  crown.  He  thought  it 
unec|uivocaliy  calculated  to  effect  a  great 
reduction  in  its  power,  and  to  make  a  re- 
trenchment of  its  prerogative,  inconsist- 
ent with  the  principles  of  the  English 
monarchy. 

The  House  divided — 

For  the  motion .• 134* 

Against  it 123 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  Bill... — 1 1 

The  Bill  was  then  recommitted. 

Mr.  Wynn  proposed  to  add  the  office  of 
first  commissioner  for  India  aftairs  to  the 
second  class,  which  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Bankes  and  others,  but  was  carried. 
He  then  proposed  to  include  the  office  of 
judge  advocate  general. 

Mr.  Tierney  supported  the  proposition, 
contending,  that  such  officers  were  not 
usually  taken  from  high  practice  in  the 
law ;  and  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
tempt  persons  to  take  them. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  Mr. 
Bond  was  eminent  in  the  circuit,  and  that 
the  present  judge  advocate  had  shewn 
great  professional  talent,  though  he  had 
not  been  in  great  practice. 

Mr.  Bankes  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn)  would  not  spoil 
the  Bill  by  such  extensions.  This  office 
ought  to  be  viewed  as  a  judicial  one,  and 
not  as  political. — It  would  be,  therefore, 
more  for  its  dignity  and  utility  if  it  were 
exparliamentary. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  saw  no 
diil'ertnce  in  the  matter,  whether  the 
holder  were  in  or  out  of  parliament, 
as  it  respected  the  merit  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Whithread  thought  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  amendment  would  over- 
lay the  present  Bill :  the  office  of  first 
commissioner  for  India  aflairs  for  instance, 
depended  merely  on  the  existence  of  the 
East  India  Company. 

Mr.  Canning  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  better  that  the  judge  advocate 
should  be  an  exparliamentary  officer. 


Mr.  Manning  concurred  in  the  same 
sentiment. 

Mr.  Wynn  did  not  wish  to  press  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ryder  supported  it ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Wynn  proposed  to  include  the 
paymaster  general,  but  after  some  con- 
versation relinquished  that  amendment. 

Mr.  Long  proposed  the  clerkship  of  the 
ordnance  for  the  4th  class. 

Mr.  Bankes  had  no  objection.. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  should  move  on 
the  third  reading,  that  it  should  be  dis- 
tinguished whether  the  service  was  in 
peace  or  war,  on  the  same  principle  as  th« 
secretaryship  of  the  Admiralty. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Cour/enoy  said  that,  in  the  committee 
he  had  asked  the  hon.  mover  whether  he 
had  any  objection  to  allowing  that  service 
in  an  office  inferior  to  the  lowest  enume- 
rated in  the  Bill,  should  in  the  case  of  a 
person  promoted  from  such  inferior  office 
to  one  in  either  of  the  four  classes,  be 
reckoned  in  the  number  of  years  required; 
upon  the  same  principle  as  that  which 
provided,  that  service  in  an  office  in  the 
fourth  class,  namely,  under  secretary  of 
state^ — should  count  towards  entitling  the 
party  to  the  pension,  in  any  higher  class 
to  which  he  might  be  promoted.  The 
hon.  mover  had  given  an  answer,  which 
was  understood  not  only  by  Mr.  C* 
but  by  many  other  persons  present,  aa 
being  in  the  affirmative,  but  as  no  such  pro- 
vision was  to  be  found  in  the  Bill,  he 
should  propose  it  in  a  future  stage. 

Colonel  Barry  objected  to  what  affected 
the  Irish  pension  list,  as  violating  the 
agreement  with  the  crown  for  the  preseni 
King's  life,  and  moved  to  omit  that  pas- 
sage in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  it  did  not 
affect  the  Civil  List,  but  only  its  distri- 
bution. 

Colonel  Barry's  amendment  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  House  having  resumed,  the  Report 
was  received,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 


Usi  of  the  Majority,  who  voted  in  favour  qf 
ihe  Sinecure  Offices  BiU. 


Adair,  R. 
Adams,  C. 
Astley,  sir  J. 
BabiDgtoD,  T. 


Baring,  A. 
Bankes,  H. 
BenyoD,  R. 
Biddnlpb,  a  SI. 
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Smecure  Q/ices  Bill. 


filachford,  B.  P. 
Bourne,  W.  S. 
Bowyer,  sir  G. 
Brand,  bon.  T. 
Brougham,  U. 
Browne,  A. 
Ben  net,  hon.  H. 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Burrell,  sir  C. 
Bynjr,  G. 
Bewicke,  C. 
Calcraft,  J. 
Calvert,  N. 
Campbell,  gen.  £f. 


Lloyd,  sir  £. 
LQckbart,J.T. 
Long,  R. 
Longman,  G. 
Lowndes,  W. 
Lyttleton,  bon.  W, 
Macdouald,  J. 
Manning,  \V. 
Marryat,  J. 
Martin,  H. 
Matheiv,  bon.  M, 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Mildmay,  sir  H, 
Mills,  W. 
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Canning,  rt.  hon.  G.      Milton,  vise. 
Cbaloner,  R.  Moore,  P. 

Coke,  E.  Mostyn,  sir  T. 

Colbonme,  N.  W.  R.    NeFifle,  bon.  R. 

Combe,  H.  C.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Cotes,  J.  North,  D. 

Craig,  J.  Osborne,  lord  F. 

Creevey,  T.  Ossulston,  lord 

Daljf,  rt.  hon.  D.  B.       Pamell,  H. 

Daniel,  R.  A.  Peirse,  H. 

Davenport,  D.  Pelham,  hon.  C. 

Dillon,  hon.  H.  A.  Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 

Drake,  T.  T.  Ponsonby,  hon.  G. 

Drake,  W.  T.  Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 

Dugdale,  D.  S.  Power,  R. 

Dundas,  C.  Prittie,  hon.  F. 

Dundas,  hon.  L.  Pym,  F. 

Ellis,  C.R.  Rorailly,sirS. 

Fane,  J.  Saville,  A. 

Fellowes,  W.  H.  Scudamore,  R.  P. 

Fitzgerald,  lord  H.         Sebright,  sir  J. 

Fitzgerald,  Maurice       Sbarpe,  R. 

Fitzgerald,  A.  Shaw,  sir  J. 

Foley,  hon.  A.  Shaw,  R. 

Foley,  T.  Smith,  G. 

Folkestone,  vise.  Smith,  J. 

Gell,P.  Smith,  A. 

Giddy,  D.  Smith,  Wm. 

Giles,  D.  Spcirs,  A. 

Grenhill,  R.  Stewart,  J. 

Gooch,  T.  S.  Sumner,  G.  H. 

Gower,  lord  G.  L.  Talbot,  R.  W. 

Greenough,  G.  B.  Tarleton,  B. 

Greenfell,  P.  Taylor,  W. 

Hamilton,  lord  A.  Taylor,  M.  A. 

Hamilton,  sir  H.  Taylor,  C.  W. 

Herbert,  hon.  W.  Thompson,  T. 

Hibbert,  G.  Thornton,  H. 

Howarth,  H.  Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 

Hughes,  W.  L.  Tracey,  C.  H. 

Huskisson,  W.  Tremayne,  J.  H. 

Jekyll,  J.  Vansittart,  rt.  h.  N. 

Johnstone,  G.  Vernon,  G.  G.  V. 

Keck,  G.  A.  L.  Wharton,  J . 

Knight,  Robt.  Whitbread,  S. 

Lamb,  hon.  W.  Wilberforcc,  W. 

Langton,  W.  G.  Williams,  O. 

Latouche,  R.  Williams,  sir  R. 

Lemon,  sir  W.  Winnington,  su:  T. 

*^mon,J.  Wrottesley,  H. 

Lester,  B.  Wynn,C.W.W. 


List  qf  the  Minority  who  voted  itgahti  ikt 
Sineoirt  Offices  BilL 


Anstnitber,  sir  J. 
Apsley,  lord 
AttersoU,  W. 
Arbuthnot,  rt  hon.  C. 
Bagwell,  W. 
Baillie,  G. 

I  Bathurst,  rt.  hon.C. 
Barne,  S. 
Barry,  J. 
Beresfbrd,  lord  G. 
Bisshopp,  C. 
Bootle,  £.  W. 


Hume,  J. 

Irring,  J. 
Jones,  G. 
Kenrick,  W. 
Kingston,  J. 
Leycester,  H. 
Lockhart,  sir  A. 
Loftus,  gen. 
Loft,  gen.  p 

Long,  rt.  hoD.  C« 
Longfield,M.  , 
LoFaine,  lord 


Bradshaw,  hon.  A.  C.    Lowther,  James 


Brodrick,  hon.  W. 
Brooke,  lord 
Builer,  sir  E. 
Bruce,  T. 
Burgbersh,  lord 
Calvert,  J. 
Campbell,  gen.  A. 
Campbell,  A. 
Castlereagh,  vise. 
Clive,  W. 
Clive,  H. 
Clonmell,  earl  of 
Cochrane,  hon.  G, 
Coke,  D.  P. 
Courtenay,  T.  P. 
Cripps,  Jos. 
Colquhoun,  A. 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Davis,  R.  H. 
Deedes,  W. 
Drummond,  G.  H. 
Duckett,  G. 
Drummond,  J. 
Duigenan,  Dr.  Pat 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Dufierin,  lord 
Eliot,  hon.  W. 
Ellice,  W. 
Farmer,  S. 
Farquliar,  J. 
Ferguson,  J, 
Fitzhugb,  W. 
Foulkes,  £• 
French,  A. 
Gibbs,  sir  V. 
Gordon,  J. 
Graham,  T. 
Graham,  S. 
Gunning,  — — 
Goulbourn,  H. 
Hamilton,  Hans 
Hamilton,  sir  C. 
Hanrey^  £. 
Hill,  sir  G.  F. 
Holford,  G.  P. 
Holmes,  W. 
Houblon,  J.  A* 
Houston,  A. 
Hume,  sir  A» 


Lusbington,  R.  S. 
M<Naugbteo,  £.  A. 
Martin,  R. 
Mellish,  W. 
Montague,  M. 
Moorsom,  adin* 
Moore,  lord  H. 
O'Brien,  sir  £. 
Paget,  hon.  £• 
Paget,  hon.  C. 
Putteson,  J. 
Perceval,  rt.  hoD.  8. 
Phipps,  hon.  £• 
Peele,  R. 
Pitt,  W.  M. 
Plomer,  sir  T. 
Pole,  rt.  hon.  W^ 
Porter,  Geo. 
Robinson,  hon.  F, 
Robinson,  gen. 
Rochfort,  G. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Rose,G.H. 
Ryder,  rt.  hon.R. 
Scott,  rt.  hon.  sir  W. 
Singleton,  M. 
Sloane,  W. 
Smith,  H. 
Smith,  T.  A. 
Sneyd,  R. 
Scott,  Claude 
Somerset,  lord  A. 
Stephen,  J. 
Stewart,  sir  J. 
Strachan,  A. 
Sullivan,  rt  bon.  J. 
St.  Asaph,  lord 
Thompflon,  sir  T. 
Thynne,  lord  J. 
Thynne,  lord  Q. 
Tyrwhitt,  T. 
Wallace,  rthoD.T. 
Walpole,  lord 
Ward,  Robt 
Wemyss,  geiwnl 
Wharton,  R. 
Yarmouth,  earl  of 
Yorke,  sirJ. 


APPENDIX 

I 

TO  THE 

PARLIAMENTARY    DEBATES, 

18IS. 
FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

FOR   THE   YEAR   END5D    FIFTH     OF   JANUARY,    1812. 


CLASS 

I.  Public  Income P*  i*  ii 

II.  Consolidated  Fund iii — 'X 

III.  Arrears  and  Balances. .x — xii 

IV.  Trade  and  Navigation, xiii,  xiv 


class 

V. Public  Expenditure  ..xt,  xxx 

VL  Public  funded  Debt,  xxxi,  xxxiv 

VII. Unfunded  Debt   ..xxxv,  xxxvi 

VIII.  Disposition  of  GRANTS^xxxvii,  viii 


I.— public  income 


HEADS  OF  REVEKXJE. 


ORDINARY  REVENUES: 
Permanent  and  Annual  Tastt, 

Customs • •••••. 

Excise  ••.•••••..••...•• •. 

Stamps .• ••••■I 

Land  and  Assessed  Taxes 

Post  Office.. ...••.. 

Is,  in  the  £.  on  Pensions  and  Salanet««», 

6  (/.  in  the  £.  on  Pensions  and  Salaries  .. 

Hackney  Coaches •• 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars •••.•..... 


•  >•■•••••••■■■ 


Total  Permanent  and  Annual  Dttties. 

Small  Branches  of  the  Hereditery  Revmrne, 

Alienation  Fines  .•.•••,.•••.••.••••... 

Post  Fines •• ••••.....•••. 

Seizures      ••....••••••... ••••••• 

Compositions  and  Proffers  ..•• 

Crown  Lands    •••.••..••••• 


Extraordinary  Resources, 

V  TCustoms   • •••••...  —  •• 

<«  lExcise • •«•- 

"C  A  Property  Tax • 

^  r  Arrears  of  Income  Duty,  Sic 

Lottery,  Net  Profit— one  third  for  Ireland. 

Monies  Paid  on  Account  of  the  Interest  of 
Loans  raised  for  the  Service  of  Ireland. 

On  account  of  the  Commissioners,  appoint- 
ed for  issuing  Exchequer  Bills  for  Gre- 
nada, &c 

Surplus  Fees  of  Regulated  Public  Offices 

Surplus  Revenue  of  the  Isle  of  Man    ..., 

On  Account  ot  the  Interest.  &c.  of  a  Loan 
granted  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 

Imprest  Money  repaid  by  sundry  Public 
Accountanu,  Jcc........ ., 

Other  Monies  paid  to  tlie  Public 

Total,  independent  of  Loans.... ... 

Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  (of  whici) 
the  Sum  of  <£.  4,3u0  000  is  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  Ireland) 

GaAND   Total       •...-—... 


GrMi  aerenae. 


£. 

9,676,009 

80,617,966 

5,396,889 

7,399,443 

1,709,869 

19,988 

17,650 

30,909 

93,989 


44.890,600 


8,571  10    0 
2,039    5    0 

96,044    6  lOi 
595    4  11 

89,507  16    2} 


3.013,793  9  4* 

6.^43,953  1  0 

13,990.355  4  5 

14^541  9  6i 

304.000  0  0 

2,759,796  11  10 


31.000 

73,324 

1,595 


0  0 

17  114 

0  8 


57,170  3  0 


40,301 
50.476 


9  7J 
0  9 


71,113,588  6  0 


16,636,375  3  9 


87,749.963  9     9 


Vet  Pradace. 


£. 

7,835.936 

19.003,970 

5,991,994 

7,980,919 

1.478,505 

96.901 

91,480 

93,076 

91,940 


40,986,860  16  10} 


9,570  10  9 
5,357  12  11 

96,044  6  10 
595    4  11 

85,858  19  0} 


I 


2,633,919  0  10 
6,484,964  19  7^ 
13^37,649  19  8 
14,336  5 

981,386  8  0 
9,759,796  11  10 


a 


31,000  0  0 

73,394  17  11) 

1,595  0  8 

57,170  3  0 

40,301  9    7J 

50,476  0    9 


66,973,908     1     5 


16,63(5.375    3    9 


83,609,583    5     2 


ftyoMBts  Into  Bicheqaer. 


£.  f.  dm 

6,809,409  15  '4^ 

18.489,914  19  4 

5,090,478  11  3 

6.868.930  8  9^ 

1,974,000  0  0 

99,335  6  8 

15,372  1  9 

97,677  0  0 

91.991  3  5 


;>8,611,631  19  6} 

H«wl2,000  0  0 
'^'•^,039  12  0 

96,044  6  lOf 
595  4  11 
^  33,135  7  9 


9,633.919  0  10 

6,410,139  17  8 

19,941,155  5  lOf 

14,336  5  0| 

981,386  8  0 

9,759,796  11  10 


31,000  0    0 

73,394  17  m 

1,595  0    8 

57,170  3    0 


40,301 
50.476 


9 

0 


9 


63,965,047  12    4^ 


16,636.375    3    9 


80,601,422  16     if 
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PAUL.  ACCOUSTS^-GuAT  BBiTAU^PcnMMri  TaMm  fM 


An  Accomt  of  tie  Net  Pr»<Juce  of  ^  tie  Perhamemt  Taxes  ^  Guat  Bhtahi  ; 


IhlhiraraJidiJu.Itll 

£.         >.    d. 

4,869,366     5     5t 
15,867,564  IJ     0 

5,33a,509    0  10 

313     0    0 

6    0     0 
25,458    0    0 
18,318     9     04 

4,367     7     3j 
20S  IS     0^ 

~        "4    9'o 
3    H 

i.sis'.ooo   0  0 

14,353  13     4( 

14,773     7     3| 

618     6  11 

1   10     0 

303     9     0 
6  13    4 
S64    0    0 
4.443  IS    S 
3,946     8     6 
46,46a     3     H 
44,143  11     5 

S63  13    9 

6,157  19    04 
iOO    0    0 

!j03  IS  10 
300    0    0 
87    0    0 

285    1     I 
37    0    0 

36,593  11     1 
3I.3B6    8    74 
41,510    5    7 
4t,035    3    5 
34,878  16     B 
34,454    t     4 
34,636     3     5 
15,051  10    5 
4,443  II   11 
10,847    4  11 
195.400    0    0 

£,          «.    d. 

INCIDENTS. 

e-Z-perLih-ODPeniiQii.....  1731 

30    0    0 

3  ....    DiKo  .„,   DiUo 

Waggon.   , 

150    0    0 

1,375,000    0    0 

33,907  10    Sf 

aoo   0   0 

Dog.  ."■;;:"."."  ■•""";...;;::::::■.■.';.:::::;;: 

1«1  to    Oi 

MaleSerrinii     .       .          

D"g)     ..         ■ 

iZ  Dmo       

Dos.    ■               

500    0    0 
503    A    0 

4,803  It    91 
6,431    9    4 

4,111  16  10{ 

»<«.....™;;.v;;;;".v/;;".\":": :"""::::: 

Foiciso  »puilt  »„,...», 

iOfiiS   9    0 

PARL.  ACCOUNTS.- 


takrafoT  Tma  Years,  ending  renftctively  5lA  January  !S11  and Hlh  January  1812. 


£.  10  per  Cert 

Consolidated  Aiieued  Tute*  IBDS  .. 
LandTnxei 1809.. 


Ii.  Dill. 


n  Sabiie 


60.  per  lib.  on  Petiiioni  ..—  IBIO  .. 

li.  Ditto  on  S^iiiM  

&f.  DitiD  UD  Heniioui ISll     . 

Ii.  Ditto  on  Salariei „ 

CDttonu,  Iileof  M*n 


Sucplui  Dulin  AnnHillr 

granted  arter  dacbMgwg 

^.  S.O'JO.OOO.  EichenuciBill 

cliarged  thereon. 


Dmi.  A„n.^,  ^n«d  iix.Z iZ^.  ";:: 

X.  3,000.0(K;  £xch%«.  Bill.  jA-a^^«f. _........ 

ciiarjed  iticreoa.  ^LandTw  on  Office. Ac 


5.614,200  n 


530,313  13  104 

•jai/tOi  IS  9 

494,139  0  0 

133,SS1  s  at 

11S,111  13  l| 

5,330  0  0 

6,690  0  0 


I  3^,724,069     3     -JJ 


830,587  11 
834,072  0 
553,933    0 


15.404,781  19  « 

2,l3*.<'il  18  Ij 

288,5^8  0  0 

40fi,a7fi  0  0 


III.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


Arrcart  due  on  ihe  5th  January  1312,  ftom  ihe  Officers  of  ihe  (  Prewni  Collecton. 

C.isiomi  in  England,  &c J  Late  Colleciort.... 

Arrcnts  due  an  DjIIo,  fiom  ttic   Oificni  of  the  Ciulomi  in  )  LaieCoUecion.... 

Siotland,  &c J  I'reaenl  Callcclon. 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officeri  of  Eiciie  in  England,  &c. 

Arreari  dui;  on  Dido,  [rom  the  Otticcri  of  Excite  in  Scotland,  kc. 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto  from  Ihe  Dislribatort  of  Scampi  in  Great  Britain,  lt,c.  ........ 

Balances  in  the  Hands  uf  tlie  DiitTlbuCon  of  Stamps  in  Great  Bcilain,  &c. 

Ariears  due  on  5(h  January  181 1,  from  the  Receivers  Gene- J  Lai e  Collector!.... 

ral  of  the  Land  and  AiseisedTaiei  in  Great  Britain,  Ac.    JPieienc  Collector!  . 
Aireiii  due  on  tin  5(b  Janiury  IBll,  from  Ihe  OHJcenof  Ihe  Poit  J  [rrccnvcrablei 

OHicc  in  Great  Biiiain,  Ice J  Recoterablci 

Balances  in  the  Uandi  of  the  Depuijt  Poittnattcri  in  Great  Britain,  &c  37,913     1 

Balance!  due  on  the  5Ui  January  1611,  from  the  RecciTciiofihe  Land  Revenue  of 

ilic  Crown  [or  England,  tec Naae. 

SaUncci  due  on  Ditto  from  the  Receiven  nf  the  Land  Revenue  of  the  Crown  for 

Walci,  Ac None. 


34,531      1 

a,069  17 

5 

6 

ISO     1 
10,771    17 

? 

36.451     7 

<* 

3.517  19 

•J 

87,996     a 

oj 

116,398     3 

6i 

100,135     6 
4T5,SM  17 

4 

5,072     3 
5,S91  15 

li 

a 

»] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS— CiKEAT  Bbitain.— ^marv  and  Balmem. 


[ui 


JAst  &f  Officers  and  Dipartmtnts  whose  Accounts  are  Audited  by  the  Commissioners  Jar 

Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  ;  viz. 


Anny,  Payniatter  General  of. 

Bank  of  £ngUnd,  Chief  Cashier. 

Bank,  of  England,  Chief  Cashier,  for  Loans  and 

Lotteries. 
Barracks,  First  Commiuioner  for  the  Affairs  of. 
Chelsea  Hospital,  Agent  to  the  Out* Pensioners  of. 
Customs,  Receiver  General  of. — Cash. 
Customs,  Comptroller  General  of. — General. 
Civil  List  Deduction,  Receiver  of. 
Clergy,  Receiver  of  the  First  FruiU. 
Clergy,  Receiver  of  tlie  Tenths. 
Chamberlain,  Lord,  of  the  Household* 
£xche<)U€r  Bills,  Paymasters  of. 
Emigrants,  Toulonese,  Paymaster  of  Allowances 

to. 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars,  Commissioners  for  licensing. 
Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs,  Receiver  General 
of  the  Monies  arising  by  licensing. 
Hanaper,  Keeper  or  Clerk  of. 
Horse,  Master  of. 

Lottery,  Secretary  for  the  Contingent  Ezpences  of. 
Loyalists,  American,  Paymaster  of  Allowances  to. 
Man,  Isle  of.  Receiver  General  of  the  Customs. 
Military  Asylum,  Treasurer. 
Military  College,  Treasurer. 
Mint,  Master  of. 
Mint,  Warden  of. 
National  Debt,  Commissioners  for  Reduction  of ; 


and  Secretary  to  the  said  Commissioiien. 
Navy,  Treasurer  of. 
Navy,  Treasurer  of,  Bills  funded. 
Ordnance,  Treasurer  of. 
Ordnance,  Treasurer  of^  Bills  funded* 
Orphans  Fund,  Chamberlain  of  I^ondon. 
Post,  Receiver  General. — Cash. 
Post,  Comptroller  OeneraL— General. 
Places  and  Pensions  Tax,  Receiver  of. 
Roads,  Military,  in  North  Britain,  Inspector  oC 
Robes,  Master  of. 

Stamps,  Receiver  General  of. — Cash. 
Stamps,  Comptroller  General  of.— GeneraL 
South  Sea  Annuities,  Cashier. 
Stationary  Office,  Comptroller  and  Cashier. 
Somerset  Place,  Surveyor. 
Tontine  Certificates,  Inspector  o& 
Treasury  Solicitor. 
Widows  Pensions,  Pajrmaster. 
Agent  for  Cape  Breton. — Bahama  Islandi.— New 

Brunswick. — Prince    Edward    Iilind.— Upper 

Canada. — ^Newfoundlands— NofaSootia.— Mew 

South  Wales. 
Agent  for  Regimental  Infirmaries, 
Agent  for  paying  Allowances  to  retired  and  offi* 

ciating  Chapluns  of  the  Army. 
Agent  for  Volunteer  Corps. 
Agent  for  Sierra  Leone. 


List  of  Persons  Accountable  before  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accouhts, 
for  Money  imprested  on  Account,  for  Extraordinary  Services ;  vts. 


Barrack  Masters  General  Abroad. 

Deputy  Barrack  Masters  General. 

Contractors,  for  furnishing  Camps,  with  Bread, 
Wood,  Straw,  and  Forage. 

Commissaries  General  and  Deputy  Commissaries, 
for  the  Purchase  and  Issues  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions. 

Commissaries  of  Accounts  with  Armies  Abroad. 

Engineers,  for  Monies  received  out  of  the  Extra- 


ordinaries  of  the  Forces. 
Governors  of  Islands  and  Provinces,  and  Lieiite« 

nant  Governors  thereof. 
Commanders  in  Chief,  for  Centingendet. 
Paymasters  of  Provincial  Forces. 
Purveyors  of  Hospitals. 
Quarter  Masters  General,  and  Deputy  Quarter 

Masters  General. 
Foreign  Ministers,  for  Subsidies  to  Foreign  Conla. 


N.  B. — Any  Person  to  whom  Money  may  be  Imprested  on  Account  for  Extraordinary  Servioai 
(not  relating  to  the  Navy  or  Ordnance}  becomes  a  Public  Accountant,  and  is  compeUable  to 
pass  an  Account  in  this  Office. 


This  Class  also  contains. 

List  of  the  Accounts  delivered  over  by  the  laie  Commissioners  for  Auditing  Public  Accounts'  to  the 
Commissioners  appointed  for  the  like  purpose  under  the  46th  Geo.  3.;  and  of  the  Accoanta 
since  received  into  the  Audit  Office,  Somerset- Place,  or  since  received  into  the  office  of  the  said 
Conunissioners,  which  have  neither  been  Audited,  Stated,  or  JOev^iCcvvd  ;— completed  Co  the  5di  of 

•    January  1811. 

List  of  the  Accounts  delivered  over  by  the  late  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  to 
the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  like  purpose  under  the  46th  Geo.  3.;  and  of  the  Accoanta 
since  received  into  the  Audit  Office,  Somerset-Place,  or  since  received  into  the  office  of  the  Mid 
Commissioners,  which  have  been  either  Slated  or  Deelandi  so  far  as  any  Balmmue  i^pcar  le  be 
be  now  owing  to  or  fmm,  the  Public  upon-  any  wch  Accoimti  j— completed  to  the  5lU  of 
JasMryian. 


xili"]       PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  ^arrAiv .—TraJe  and  NavigsHim.      fw* 
IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  GRIlAT  BRITAIN. 


(^aliK  of'  all  Importb  hUo,  aid  all  Exponrs  frum  Great  Bkitaim./w-  TAree  Tears, 

ended  lie  5lk  of  Jwiuary,  1813. 


"'";«« 

I™"'  °' 

OmCUL  TH1.0I  s( 

'r&- 

""  CbiH.  "■ 

■riii* 

M^C'.".. 

YcH  ended  5ihJaDu»ry  1810 

£. 
30.409,38i 
36,4yT,72i2 
«4,S35,Cy71 

3,3fl3,m5 
4,70a,4l3 

3+,9i3,575 
94,10S,931 

la.iso.ies 

181S  

9,379,699 

Vale — The  real  Value  of  Briciih  Produce  wid  Manufactures  Eipoiled  from  Great 
Griiam,  accordiog  to  (he  average  Fricct  Current,  lud  Oie  Oeclantinns  of 
the  Exporters,  in  [)ic  Year  ended  [he  5(h  of  January  IS  11,  amounted  lu  £.3' 
*  The  Account  of  Impoiti  fron  the  Eaic  Indies  and  China  cannot  yel  be  Hated. 
[The  Appendues  to  tbU  Accoani  ipecih  the  vatiout  Atciclci,], 


Number  of  Vessels,  wUi  tie  Amount  of  their  Tonjjaoe,  vhkh  have  been  Buill  and 
Regittcred  in  the  several  Ports  of  the  BRITISH  Empire,  (encejit  IrrlandJ  in  the  Years 
1809,  1810,  and  1311. 


SUIPS. 

TOdl. 

51,455 
al,89l 
1(W.10& 

In  [he  Year  1810  being  Ihe  Account  d 
lolhe  Year  1811   

elivered  L, 

,t  year,  and 

now 

corrected 

"       77« 

J/umftfro/"  Vessels,  nilk  the  Ammmi  of  their  Tonnake,  and  the  Numfier  of  M£s  and 
Bi)vs  asually  emploi/ed  in  navigating  the  name,  Hihich  belonged  lo  thetererat  Parttofthe 
liHiTisu  Empire,  an  the  mih  Seplemlier,  in  the  Years  ISOg,  l&\0,  and  1811. 


In  1S09. 

In  l«IO. 

Iq  ISU. 

lUIM. 

■lOF-S. 

UtK. 

>m«. 

ION*. 

«IN. 

>HIH. 

TON^ 

HEH. 

England 

Scotbnd 

Ireland 

Gu™":::: 
KfMa-;:::; 

I5,e37 

a,i34 

1,119 

3,188 

11« 

5B 

372 

J.873.234 
206.07J 
60,976 
301,247 
10,303 
5,451 
^,SB9 

lS9,Bli 
14,7  !0 
3,560 
13,857 
913 
576 
2,15S 

16.04B 

3,450 
104 
67 

1,918,089 
209,736 
58,650 
315,383 
9,9+7 
5,434 
8,785 

13G.008 
15,064 
3,416 
14,157 
883 
550 
a,ll7 

16,HH 
!,630 
1,133 

59 

24,106 

1,942,406 

aao,G88 
59,155 

327,458 
9,483 

e,oo,i 

9,585 

133,757 
15,490 
5,484 
H,US5 
855 
547 
8,329 

Toiali  

W,D70 

2,368,468 

160,598 

S3, 703 

^,426,044 

164,195 

2,474,774 

162,547 

Numier  of  Vrssels,  -which  entered  Inwards  »nd  cleared  Oittwahds,  al  the  itttral 
Ports  o/Grbat  Bbitain,  from,  or  to,  all  Paris  of  the  florid,  between  .5th  Jmvmy 
18U9,  iind  5th  January  1812. 


.NW 

■  PS. 

oliTir 

■  M, 

<■           Btvnsn.                 1               fouics. 

«™., 

.ORMU*. 

saiH. 

TONJ. 

KIN.  luUPH. 

TOSS. 

MEN. 

■ram. 

ULN. 

4,379 
6,910 
3,048 

151 
,331 

soa 

TONS. 

UEH. 

1809 
ISIO 

1809 
1810 
1811 

10,173 
10,467 
10,17S 

3,483 
3,090 
,3,739 

1,337,72: 
1,346,990 
1.394,631 

911,830 
263,098 
2J8.041 

80,938 
84,776 
77,354 

14,358 
18,134 
17,386 

4,692 
6,199 
2.931 

23C 
677 
293 

723,930 
1, 070,080 
637,416 

36,36- 
106,163 
49,764 

3(.,4ao 

54,268 
Jl,417 

1.865 
j,836 
2,743 

9,935 
10,159 
10,111 

3,564 
9,933 

1.318.508 

312.644 

254,57b 
349.843 

87,152 
89,435 
79,739 

15,370 
I7',0t>7 

674,630 
1,073,535 
647,1. =19 

6j,070 
t.4,992 
49,073 

35,694 
57,187 
34.460 

1,363 
3,683 

3.809- 

XV] 
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W 


v.— PUBLIC    EXPENDITURE. 


X 


■2: 


j6. 

34^839,054 
1.556^735 


I.  For  Interest,  &c.  on  the  Permanent 
Oebtof  Great  Britain,  Unredeemed 

II.  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  (B)  .. 

III.  Ciril  List,  (C)    


/    Fund,  viz. 


i  SaL&  Allowances 
J  Bounties 


V.  Civil  Govemmc;it  of  Scotland,  (D) 

VI.  Other  Payments  in  Anticipation,  (E) 
Bounties  for  Fisheries,  Maaufac- 

tures,  Com,  &c. 

Pensions  on  the  Hereditary  Reve- 
nue  •• 

Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants,... 

VII.  The  Navy,  (F.)  Wages  of  Officers 
and  Seamen '...•.. 

Half  Fay  to  Sea  Officers  and  Bounty 
to  Chaplains «... 

Wages  to  His  Majesty's  Dock  and 
Rope  Yards      • 

General  Services.  —  Building  of 
Ships,  Purchase  of  Stores  of  every 
description,  Repairing  of  Ships, 
Purchase  of  Ships  taken  from 
the  Enemyt  Head  Money,  &c. . . 

Bills  of  Exchange.  Imprests,  Sala- 
ries, Pensions,  Jcc ...•• 

The  Victualling  Department    .... 

Transport  do.  for  Transports,  Pri- 
soners of  War,  Sick.  &  Wounded 
Seamen      

Miscellaneous  Services     


VIII.  Ordnance  (G) 


IX.  Army,  (H) 

Extraordinary  5>ervices. 


X.  Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances 
to  other  Countries,  (I)  viz. 

IreUyid 

SicUy     

Portugal 

Spain •« • • 

XI.  Miscellaneoos  Services .  (K) 

At  Home 

Abroad ••.••. 


■{ 


«.   (L 


2,721,000  0  0 
291,000  0  0 
918,000  0  0 


4,126,291  15  1 
1,464,881  15  S 


3,538,225  3  6 
402,000  1  0 


Deduct  Loan,  &c.  for  Ireland     .        .         . 
Deduct  for  Interest,  5cc.  on  Portuguese  Loan 


t. 


958,00Q  0  0 

78,306  15  4} 

10,837  13  0 

999,981  1  5 
66,640  13 
58,637  8 


395,975  2  7 

27,700  0  0 
172,874  d  6 


18  01 
0  5| 


1,479,403 
109.693 


II  M 

6    I 


596,549  5  1 


5,921,173  )0  3 
6,079»280  1  1 


3,940,225  3  6 


13.753,163  0  0 
10,116,196  0  0 


4,432,292  15  3 
275,000  0  0 

2,702,747  0  0 


1,711,309  17  11 
251,326  10    3} 


4,432,292  15    3 
57,170     3    0 


191540,678 
4^7,509 


14  HI 
8    6 


23.869,359    0    0 


7.410,039  13    3 


1,969,636    B    9| 


95,907,659 
4,489.469 


Thisiiiclade|theSiim9Cd^.425,175  0  3  fipr  taterest,  &c.  paid  on  Imperial  Loam 


8    3i 
18    3 


91,418.196  10    01 


xtUI  PARL.  accounts.— GaiAT  BsitAiN PiAlic  Ripaidiihre.  [xriii 

APPENDIX  {A)—iaonia  paid  in  ihe  Year  ended  5ik  Jan.  1^12,  tawardt  the  Charga  tf 
the  Public  Debt  qf  Great  Briiuin,  Ireland,  Impcriai  and  Poituguesv  Loans. 


^^. 

""«'dftj 

cb.,^  or  «...«.«.. 

Pernunpn'i  Funrt(d  Debt  of  Gie»t  Briuin. 
Uan  raised  for  Ihe  Service  of  IreUod... 

i8,iw,«8  1 

1,817,66:-   1 
191,038     1 
84,469  1 

9 

1,150,169     8   llj 
104,083     6     a 
930,000     0     0 

307,030  16     5i 
16,873     4  10 
4.146  19     « 

Mpfi  16,59a     S 

*) 

1.4.t*,3i9  l.^     1\ 

338.349  10     Oi 
l,48'4.9se  IS     ll 
!U,616,593    5     4t 

Toward!  Ihe  Redcmpiion  of  the  Public  Debt  r 
Anntul  Istue.  pet  Act  S6  Ceo.  Ill 

l.OOO.UOO    0    o' 
aoo.nor)   0   o 

19,880  14    6 

50,953  15    n 

5,flB4,9a8   11      1 

132,413  16     9 

341,867     8     8 

3*,(XS0  13     3 

S,39G     1     8 

4,130,339  15    44 

GS6,3J5  10     5 

691,571   13     8 

36,693     0     0 

3939.19*  17    Pt 

Annuitiei  for  Tetmi  of  Yean  expired  prlo 

Ditto..,,  on  Livei,  on  which  the  Nomine 

Jut;  1803.  or  that  have  been  uocUimed 

t  to  5th  Jnly 

■ei  died  prior  t 

6oa. 

[)5th 

- 

I?»W3.69a  19  IIJ 

31.831,89^  10     0| 

^,  1  per  ceil,  on  put  of  Cjpinh  cTMtei  Mce  iih  Jan. 

-■"■ 

£.  1  per  cenl.  on  Capiui.  created  by  Loam  foT  Ireland    .... 

41,348  13     Hy 

APPENDIX  (A.  2).— Total  Amount  <^tlie  Sunw  aciualli, 
for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  m  the  Y 


UHEAT  BRITAIN. 

Ditto  additional  luue ^ 

Exchequer  Annuiiiei  for  99  and  96  yean  expired  anna  1793  . 

Short  Annuilici   1777  expired  1787 

Annuiliei  on  Livei  expired  prior  to  5th  July  1803 

Annuitieion  Livei  unclumed  for  3  yean  before  5th  Jan.  181 1 
^.  1  per  CI.  on  part  of  Capitali  created  by  Loani  hnm  17!I3 10 1  SI  1 
Intereiion  Capiialipuicbuedb7theCanunn.at^.3  per  cent. 

Ditto ^.4peTceDt. 

Ditto   i'.S  percent 

Dittn  onCapitzl  iranifencd  for  Lite  Aonuitiei,  atof.3percenL 
Relumed  liom  Accddqi  of  life  Annuitiei     .,.,... 


Deduct,  ict  apart  from  Sinking  Fuod  fat  paymeQE  of  Life  Amu. 

I RELAND. 
£.  1  percent,  on  Capiuli  created  hyLoaiu from  1791  to  1810 
iQiereit  on  Capita  purctiaied  at  ^.3  per  cent.     

IMPERl  AL. 
£.  ]  percent,  per  ann.  on  Capilal  created  by  Loan  1797  .... 
Intereit  on  Cjpital  purchaied  at  £.  3  per  cent.    


'J. T~i 

1, 000,01)0  0 

900,000  0 

54,880  14 

S3,UD0  0 

39,803  9 

31,150  6 

4,130,339  15 

4,965,959  11 

311,856  0 

7,100  0 

41,348  13 


PORTUGAL.       . 
Toward!  the  Redempll on  of  Capital  created  by  Loan  1309..., 
Inlcrctl  on  Capital  pmcbasedat  £.  3  pet  ccql    „ , 


GroiB  Amuunl.. 


I 


),787,6II  1 
749,669 


1,440,741 
863,439 


9     9( 
3    B 


I      8 
6     H 


VUL.  XXII.  ^ffniki:. 
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APPENDIX  (B.) — Interest  paid  on  Exchequer  Bills,  yrom  the  5th  Jan.  1811  lo  fie 

5th  Jan.  IS\2. 


Under  what  Acts  issued* 


On  what  Funds  charged. 


48  Geo.  III.  cap.  53. 

49  Di^o      cap.  114. 

50  Geo.  III.  cap.    1. 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


cap. 

cap. 

cap. 

cap. 
cap. 
cap. 


3 

69 

70.    -    -    .    •    •    Ditto 

11:3. Ditto 

114.    «     -    •     -    -    Ditto 


To  be  paid  off  6  monthi  after  Peace 
Supplies  1810    ...-•-• 
Malt  aad  Personal  Estatet,  1810 
Supplies,  1811        ...... 

Ditto      ..•..*... 
Ditto      *.......- 


1810 
1811 


51  Geo.  III.  cap.  S. 


Malt  and  Personal  Eftatei,  1811    -    - 


£. 

90,000 

15,90« 

5,655 

469,943 

75,000 

183;085 

645.449 

15,699 

65.875 

50,889 


e  0 

16    6 


18 
0 
3 


t 
0 
9 


19    9 
19    S 


0 

4 


0 
6 


£.  1,556,795    0    5| 


APPENDIX  (C.) — Charge  i^xm  the  Consolidated  Fund,  m  the  Year  ended  the  5th 
Jan.  1812;  exclusive  <tf  the  Interest  of  the  Public  D^bt,  and  tf  the  PojfmenU  t^on 
Exchequer  Bills. 


CIVIL  LIST.  £.        I.  d. 

For  his  Majesty's  Household..  953,000    0  0 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,     (See 

page  iii.) 78,306  15  4{ 

MINT,    (See  page  iii.)   ....  10,837  13  0 

SALARIES  «•  ALLOfVASCES. 

Rt.  hon.  Cha.  Abbot,  Speaker, 

to  complete  <£.  6000  per  ann.  1,471  14  0 
Marquis  of  Bute,  late  one  of 

the  Auditors  of  Imprest «...  7,000    0  0 

P.  Deare,  esq.  bte  Deputy  ditto  300  0  0 
£.  Roberts,  esq.  on  yearly  sum 

of  £.  650  formerly  paid  to  the 

Auditor  of  the  Exchequer  650  0  0 
Commissioners  for  Auditing  the 

Public  Accounts   9,900    0  0 

Salaries  and  Contingencies  in  - 

the  Office  of  Ditto    35,729  14  0 

Chief  Cashier  of  the  Bank  for' 

fees 970  17  0 

Ditto  S.  S.  Company  for  Ditto  £81  14  6 
Inspector  of  Tontine  Certifi- 
cates   550    0  0 

Commissioners    for    Auditing 

Public  Accounts  in  the  West 

Indies 3,500    0  0 

Salaries  and  Contingencies  in 

the  OfHce  of  Ditto 6,286  14  3) 

PENSIONS. 

Arthur  Onslow,  esq 3,000    0  0 

Earl  of  Chatham  4,000    0  0 

Lord  Heath  field 1,500    0  0 

Lord  Rodney 2,000    0  0 

....    Ditto      923     1  6 

Lady  Dorchester 1,000    0  0 

John   Penn    3,000    0  0 

Richard  Penn     1,000    0  0 

H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  65,000    0  0 

Ditto  ....  Duke        of    York  14,000    0  0 

Ditto  ....  Ditto  ....  Clarence  18,000    0  0 

Ditto  ....  Ditto  ....         Kent  18,000    0  0 

Ditto  ....  D.:to     Cumberland  18,000    0  0 

Ditto  ....  Ditto  ....     Sussex  18,000    0  2 

Ditto  ....  Ditto       Cambridge  18,000    0  0 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales.  7,000    0  0 


Duchess  of  York 4,000  0  0 

Ditto  ....  Brunswick   10,000  0  0 

Duke  of  BruHswick 7,000  0  0 

Duke  of  Gloucester 14,000  0  0 

Princess  Sophia  of  Gloucester  7,000  0  0  - 

Earl  St.  Vincent 2,000  0  0 

Viscount  Duncan ft,000  0  0 

Duke  of  Richmond    6,333  6  8 

Sir  Beaumont  Hotbam,knt 2,000  0  0 

LordEnkine 4,000  0  0 

Sir  Sydney  Smith.... 1,000  0  (^ 

Baroness  Abercrombie 2,000  0  0 

Lord  Hutchinson 2,000  0  0 

Sir  Jame»  Saumarez     •  1,200  0  0 

For  the  Prince  of  Orange  ....  16,000  0  6 

Lord  Amherst      •  3,000  0  0 

Duke  of  Athol  3,444  13  d| 

Earl  Nelson  5,000  0  0 

Lady  Nelson 2,00d  i  0 

Sir  Richard  Stracban   1,000  0  0 

Lady  Colling  wood      1,000  -0  0 

Hon.  Sarah  CoUingwood  •••.  500  0  0 
Hon.  Mary  Patience  ColUng- 

wood 500  0  0 

Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth 1,000  0  Q 

The  Duke  of  Grafton 4,580  0  0 

Sir  John  Stuart  1.000  0  0 

Lord  Lake     •• • 2,000  0  0 

Lord  WcUingtoo 2,000  0  0 

BOUNTIES,  b^c. 

For  the  Growth  of  Hemp  and 

Flax  in  Scotland 5^,956  13  8 

Commissioners  to  pay  Compen- 
sations to  Persons  sui&ring 

under  the  Dock  Act, 51,790  10  0 

Salaries,  &c.  in  Office  of  ditto  3,000  0  0 

Bounties  on  Seizure  and  Con-  . 

dcmnation of  Slaves.. ......  156  0  0 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westmin- 
ster ;  one  Year's  Rent  of  Pre- 
mises demised  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods,  for  the 
Improvements  in  Westmin- 
ster, per  Act  50  Geo.  III. 

cap.  119.  • 734  «  6| 

£.  1,472.403  U  tf 
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been  inaared,  a. 


APPENDIX  (D}.— 4  LUt  qf  all  tuch  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money 

become  due  upon  Hit  Majesiy'i  Esiablnhnent  Jbr  Civit  Affairs  wilhin  Scotlamd,  hear- 
tag  Dale  the  \ 'ilk  Day  of  June  lliil  ;  J'or  one  Year, from  5th  Jan.  ISJ  I  inclusive,  to 
5//1  Jan.  isi2  exclusive ,,.....£.  10U,6y3     ft     Ij 

APPENDIX  (E.  \.)— Amount  qf  Bounties  paid  in  England  and  Scotland  rmi  qf  the 
Revenues  qf  Cuttoms  and  Excise,  hetiveea  the  5ili  Jan.  IBII,  and  fhe  5th  Jan.  1812; 
being  faymenti  in  tlie  nature  rf  AMidpaliant  of  Exchequer  hsuei. 


CUSTOMS. 

^r,^.«^. 

KOTL*N 

CBSlkT  1 

tr.«. 

Bouniiei  on  CdUoo  uid  Liaen  Manii/ic<) 
tutes,  Ac. f 

,.,.Briu<h  k  Somliern  Whale Fiihcry,...  f 

EXCISE. 

s.      ... 

385,137  !9  llj 

9,S1i)    8    5J 

£.        I 

21,894  1 

Hi    964,S1{I 

■3J      31,165 

(.     d. 

IIBJ 

Bau&BerTe]Bau[i(ici,ceniiiedoDlheGx.  ^ 
cise  Tor  Deficiency  of  Monev  id   die  I 
land.  o[  Receiver  Oenetai  of  Coiwiw  } 

0  af 

a94,MB    8    i 

101,568  1 

APPENDIX  (E.  2.) — Post  Office, — Pensions  paid  by  ParUanieniary  Gbants,  ; 
Year  ended  the  5(4  of  Jan.  1813. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborongh £.5,000 

UiiGraceiheDukeerGrafion   , 4,-^OU 

TheHeinaf  UieUieOakeofScbombers i.OOO 


£.13,11 


APPENDIX  [E.  3.) — Excise. — An  Account  shewing  houi  the  Punuc  Monibs  remaining 
in  ihe  Receipt  qf  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  Jan.  lall,  together  with  the  Muniet  paid  into 
the  same  during  the  Year  ended  5th  Jan.  1812,  and  the  Monies  paid  imt  of  the  Net  J'ro- 
duce  of  the  Revenues  qf  \he  said  Year,  tit  Anticipation  qf  the  Exchei/uer  Receipt,  have  been 
ceiually  applied;  tofar  as  regards  the  Recent  qfike  Efdse  in  England,  and  can  lie  a«- 
certained  at  the  Excite  Office, 
PENSIONS,  viz.  £.        ..   d, 

Duke  of  Gnfcon 9,000    0    0 

EailCowper a.OOO    0    0 

Cbvlet  Buone,  tsq.  Moiety  ol  [be  Eul  of  BaLh'i  l.SOU    0    0 

LordMelbouTDe'i  ....   Ditto  1,500    0    0 

BOUNTIES. 

On  Salted  ProvisioiH  eipotted,  White  Herringi 

caught,  and  Tonnige  in  the  White  Hening  -  !„,)„j_j  1- 

K""' ifiiiji  l*"^i'r 

APPENDIX  (E.  4^.)—Suinsaihimcedby  the  Receivers  General  of  Land  and  Assessed  Taxei, 
on  Account  of  MiUTiK  and  Deserters  W*miANTs,  and  other  Dislmrtemeuis  under 
various  Acts  of  Parliament ;  beciixen  the  .5lh  Jan.  1311  and  5lh  Jan.  1812. 


^.^«..«... 

=c^^.. 

^«, 

£.        „    ri. 
l07.BJe   16     1 
19,2I«  IS     8 
i,1C.8   18     7 
15,119  17     a 

£.      s.  a. 

11,111    10    5i 
8,645     3     B 
1.4132     7  lOi 

4,usa  1 1    4 

1,415   13     8 

£.       ..    d. 
-*.964    7    Oj 

i,«l     6    ij 

U5,95B  11      6 

86,917   11     0 

7a,B7*     S     6 

I 
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APPENDIX  (F.)— Navy.— AfofiK9  receioed  from  His  MqfestyU  Exchequer,  Jbr  Natal 

Services,  bettveen  the Sih  Jan.  l%ll  and  the  5ih  Jim.  1812. 


HEADS  OF  SERVICE. 


Wages. 
Wages  of  Officers  and  Seamen • ». .•••.. 

Half  Pay  to  Sea  Officers,  and  Bounty  to  Chaplains   

Wages  to  His  Majesty's  Doclc  and  Rope  Yards  »• 

General  Sskvices,  viz. 

Bills  of  Exchange,  Imprests,  Salaries,  Pensions,  Marines,  &c. 

Building  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Stores  of  ei^ery  description, 
repairing  Ships,  purchase  of  Ships  taken  from  the  Enemy, 
Head  Money,  &c.  paid  in  Bills  at  ninety  days  date  •.....•• 

VICTUALLING. 
Provisions  and  all  Sorts  of  Victualling  Stores,  paid  for  in  Bills 

at  ninety  days  date 

Bills  of  Exchange  and  Imprests •••.•••.•••• 

Gene^  Services,  viz.  Necessary  and  Extra  Necessary  Money 

and  Contingencies  .•••..•« •• ....••.•.•. 

Widows  pensions  •«. ••• ••••••••••• 

TRANSPORTS. 
Freight  of  Transport*}  maintenance  of  Prisoners  of  War,  and 
Expence  of  sick,  and  wounded  Seamen,  paid  for  in  BUls  at 
ninety  days  date ..•....•••• 

Bill  of  Exchange,  and  all  Services  paid  for  in  ready  Money. . 


SUM. 


£.         t.  d. 

2,721,000    0  0 

891,000    0  0 

918,000    0  0 

1,464,881  15  S 


4,196,291  15     1 


4,442,731  11  1 

1,363,000    0  0 

234,000    0  0 

39,548  10  0 


3,538,225    3    6 
402,000    0    0 


£. 


£. 


«.    i. 


9,521,173  10    9 


6,079,980    1    I 


3,940,225    3    6 


19,540,678  14  10 


APPENDIX  {G.)'-'M(mies paid  by  the  O^ccof  Ordnance  in  the  Year  1811,ybr 

at  Home  and  Abroad  respectively. 

For  Services  at  Home • 4,125,932  15  10>  ^  .  »««  ^ao    a    m. 

For  Services  Abroad 431,576  12    8$  •^•*'^*^'^"'    •    ® 

APPENDIX  [li,)'^JK[onie8  paid  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Paymaster  General  qfHit  M^nfy** 

Forces, yrom  25th  Dec.  1810  /o  2'Uh  Dec.  1811. 

PAY  and  Allowances  of  the  Forces,  Captains  Allowances,  Off-  X.  9,    dm 
reckonings.  Recruiting  Bills  drawn  by  and  Remittances  to  Deputy 

Paymasters  Abroad,  and  Militia  and  Veteran  Clothing 8,563,557  0 

Volunteers 218,964.  0 

Exchequer  Fees ••.... 116,003  0 

Pay  of  Offices 147,648  0 

Commissary  in  Chief ••• ••...  1,658,260  0 

Storekeeper  General  ...• ...« 49,400  0 

Barracks  ^ 383,269  0 


Staff  and  Garrisons * 232,836  0 

HalfPay    172,725  0 

Compassionate  Lilt • .,.: 15^)39  0 

Widows  Pensions , 42,500  0 

Chelsea  Hospital ,  403,744  0 

Local  Militia 696,100  0 

Allowance  to  Chaplains •• 13,800  0 

Medicines  and  Hospital  Contingencies ••..  60,000  0 

Recruiting,  Sec 761,740  0 

Pay  of  Supernumerary  Officers • 31,990  0 

Bat,  Baggage,  Sec • 41,041  0 

Contingencies •  • ,.,  131,907  0/ 

Extraordinaries,  including  Advances  to  Spain,  &c.  2,702,747    0    0  12,818,943  0 

Sicilian  Subsidy   275,000    0    0  275,000  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Miscellaneous  Payments *2,977,747    0    0  24,040  0  0 

*  Deduct  the  Amount  of  the  Sums,  these  same  being  included  under  26,847, 1 06  0  0 
the  Head  of  Loans,  Remitunccs  and  Advances,  &c.  in  Ap- 
pendix (I) 2,977,747  0  0 


d^.  23,869.359    0    0 
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APPENDIX  [I.)— iJn  Account  1^  La sHs,  Remittances  an rf  A: 
tria,  in  (Ae  Year  ending  the  Hh  Jan.  1812. 


There  wai  remiilcd  out  gt  SujiplieilBlO  ind   1911, 
part  nf  Ihe  United  Kin sdoin  Called  IteUnd, 

ODIofLoani  IBlOand  IBM       

Out  o(  Loilenci  ISID 


There  wai  aUo  iiiiieil aac  ofScppliM  ISIOand  1811, 
To  complete  X  400,000  Siciliin  Subiidy,  1S10    ..-. 
In  pirn>(  .£.400,000 Do 1811      .... 

In  part  oE  £.  9,000,000  granted  for  Poriugueir  Ttoopi 
in  1811 

e  Inki- 


1,839,168    . 


Etiimated  Value  of  Dollan  advanced  ti 

Welleiley 

Ditto Sioreiicni 


the  Spanitb  Gc 

o  Spain  uid  Portugal . 


ais-ooo  0   e 


1,871,733  10    9 


APPENDIX  (K.)— iJn  Account,  shev>ing  ftow  ihe  Monies  remaimng  in  the  Rectipl  <^  the 
ExcHEQUEH  em  the  5th  dny  qf  Jan.  1»11,  toi;elher  with  the  Moniei  paid  into  t\e  nunc 
during  the  Year  ended  the  5ih  day  of  Jan.  1SI2,  have  been  actually  apptiedi  $ofar  a* 
reltilet  to  MiscEi.\,MiEnVi  Services. 


SERVICES  AT  HOME. 

To  the  Govemon  of  Que^n  Anne'i  Bounty  [or  the  AugmentitioD  of  the  Maiiite> 

nance  odlie  Poor  Clergy  IBll 

For  d^rny  ill  £  Ihe  Chargca  of  the  Royal  Military  College  TSIO,  II      

Ditto oferectidgDittoatSandliurHtSn  ..-: 

Ditto of  the  Royal  Military  Aiylun  1810,  II  

Ditto of  the  Royal  Kaval  Aiylum  ISll      

For  Printing  and  Stationary  for  the  two  Houici  of  Parliamenl  ISIO     

For  Reprinting  Journal!,  Indexei,aRd  Reports  of  Ihe  Home  of  Common!  1806,7,8 
For  Printing  and  delivering  Votei  of  the  Houte  of  Commoni,  and  for  printing 

Billt,  Reports,  lee.  1810 

For  the  DeBcifncy  for  the  Grant  for  Do.  Anno  ISIO,  11 

Foi  Printing  Vntei  of  the  Home  of  Common*  IBl  1 . ....■...■■..■ 

For  Salatiei  and  Allowancei  oF  the  Officer)  of  the  Houiei  of  Lordi  and  Commoni, 

and  Serjeant  at  Armi  1810,  II 

For  Stationary  for  the  tnoHoutes  of  Parliament  1811    

For  Printing  for  the  Record  Commiuiotieii  ISll      

For  Printing  1 ,150  Copiet  oi  the  40th,  \  lit,  and  Mnd  Volume*  of  the  Journal*  of 

the  Home  of  Peers  iflll     

For  defraying  Law  Chaigei  1810,  11 

For  derrayinBthcExpenieoflhe  Public  Office  Bow  ilreet  IBIO.  tl    

F«conlinins,maiiiuming,  and  employing  Convict*  at  Home  1810,  II     ........ 

For  defiaying  the  Charge  of  ihe  Snperintendance  of  Alien*  1810.  11 

For  the  Proieitant  Diiieniing  Minuter*  io  England,  and  for  Ihe  Relief  of  the  Pour 

French  Clergy  and  Laity  IBIO,  11    

For  the  Poor  of  St.  Maitin'i  in  the  Field*  el  ah  1810,  II       

For  therelicfof  the  Suffering  Clergy  and  Laity  of  France,  Toulone^e,  Ouich,  and 

Cortioan  Emigrant*,  Saint  Domingo  SuStren,  and  American  Loyilifl*  1810,  II. 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Work*  and  Repair*  of  tli«  Road*  and  Bridge*  in 

the  Highland*  of  Scotland  1810 , , 

For  the  Eitpenic  of  nukiag  an  Inland  Navigaiisn  from  (he  Extern  to  the  We*iem 

For  canying  on  Ihe  Building  of' the  New  Mrm  IflOoiVo,"! '.*.*. 

Towards  completing  the  New  ManhaUea  Prilon  1810 

For  dcfnjing  the  Eipcnie  of  Worlu  al  the  Old  MuihiUei  IBll        »».. 


I 


2,256 

9    4 
8    B 

4,169 

05,000 
13,678 
88,^48 
7.841 

9    0 
0     0 
9  11 

12  11 

w,7fia 

1,328 

2     0 
5    4 

les.gao 

5    4i 

10,000 

0    0 

70,000 
93,656 
4,500 

0     0 
13  II 
0    0 
0    0 

I 
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To  make  Compensation  to  Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  for  Rent  and  Losses  which  he 

sustained  in  consequence  of  the  possession  of  the  Old  Marshalsea  Prisoa 

having  been  withheld  from  him  1811    • • 4,635    4  11 

For  the  Purchase  of  Buildings,  and  for  making  Improvements  in  and  near  Palace 

Yard,  Westminster  1810,  11       23,389  11  10 

Towards  rebuilding  the  Public  Edifices  destroyed  by  Fire  at  Trinidad  1810,  1 1  ••••       98,000    0    0 

Towards  improving  and  securing  Holyhead  Harbour  1810,  II       .A^a       10,000    0    0 

To  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  to  enable  them  to  complete  the  erection  of  a 

a  Museum  and  Theatre,  with  an  appropriate  Front,  in  Lincoln'!  Inn  Fieldi 

1810 4,500    0    0 

Towards  the  Support  of  the  Veterinary  College  1810  •         1,000    0.  0 

To  the  extra  Contingencies  in  the  Offices  of  the  three  Secretaries   of  Stad!^, 

1810,11 ^ 19,000    0    0 

For  the  extra  Messengers  of  Ditto  1810 7,000    0    0' 

To  the  East  India  Company,  on  account  of  the  Loan  of  £,  1,500,000  authorized 

by  an  Act  50  Geo.  3,  cap.  114,  1810     , 500,000    0    0 

For  defraying  the  extraordinary  Expense  of  Prosecutions  relating  to  CoiA  1811  2,000    0    0 

For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  for  Ditto  1810,11 2,017  16    9 

For  Fees  on  passing  Public  Accounts  1811 5,000     0     0 

To  be  paid  to  Sheriffs  for  Conviction  of  Felons  and  Over  Payments  1811 8,000   .0     0 

For  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  for  Ditto  1810,11 3.435    0    0 

To  the  Board  of  Agriculture  1811     4,800    0    0 

For  defraying  the  Bills  of  the  Usher  of  (he  Court  of  Exchequer,  for  supply  the 

Court  and  Offices  with  Stationery  1810,11     2,11513     5 

....Ditto 1810,11     1,399  14     7 

To  the  Repairs  of  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel  1811     3,000    0     0 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Enquiry  1811 10,500    0    0 

To  the  Vaccine  Establishment  1811 3,000    0    O 

Towards  completing  the  Repairs  of  the  Criaan  Canal  1811 5.000    0    0 

For  paying  Bounties  for  taking  and  bringing  Fish  to  the  Cities  of  London  and 

Westminster  1811 1,000    0    0 

To  pay  off  and  discharge  certain  Annuities  at  the  rate  of  £.b,  per  cent,  per 

annum,  granted  per  Acts  37th  and  42d  Geo.  3      ..........^ •      113,416  13  11 

To  the  Lottery  Commissioners  for  the  Incidental  Expenses,  &c.  in  preparing  and 

drawing  the  Lotteries  1810,11    ...• • 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  1811   ....•••. 

For  building  Bridges  over  the  Cree  and  Kenn  1811 

For  Works  and  Repairs  of  the  Military  Roads  in  North  Britain  1811 

For  defraying  the  Expenses  of  the  Two  Houses  of  Parliament  1811    

To  the  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  his  extra 

trouble  in  preparing  the  Exchequer  Bills  pursuant  to  Act  43  Geo.  3,  ISlO^ll 
For  the  Incidental  Expenses  attending  the  Acts  for  the  Redemption  of  the  Land 

Tax  1810 

For  the  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  for  Reducing  tlie  National 

Debt  1810,11 

For  the  Expenses  of  the  Office  for  issuing  Commercial  Exchequer  Billi,  per  Act 

51  Geo.  3,  cap.  15,  J81I     , 

For  the  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  American  Commissioners  1811 •• 

To  the  Bank  of  England  for  Discount  on  prompt  payments  on  Loan  £,  12,000,000, 
1810 , 

.  Ditto on  Loan  of  <^.  1 ,400,000  for  the  Service  of  Ireland  1810 

.  Ditto on  Loan  of  <£.  4,98 1, 300, 1811 67,964 

.  Ditto on  Lotteries  1810 

.  Ditto..... for  receiving  Loan  .f.  12,000,000,  1810 

.  Ditto <£*.  1,400,000  for  the  Service  of  Ireland  1810 

.  Ditto c^.4,981,300,  1811      • 

.  Ditto Lotteries  1810 

.  Ditto for  Management  of  Life  Annuities  1811 

Fur  His  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services— Vide  Services  Abroad. 

To  replace  to  His  Majesty's  Civil  List  Revenues  the  Sums  issued  thereout,  pursuant  to 

Address  of  the  House  qf  Commons  ;  viz, 

Edward  Colman,  Esq.  late  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  the  House  of  CommoDi,  on 

his  Pension  of  £.  500  per  annum,  three  quarters  to  10th  October  1 810  .^ 375    0    0 

Jolin  Caley,  Esq.  for  Rewards  to  Pensions  employed  tinder  the  Comftiitsionert  of 

Public  Records    •        5,743  17    S 

Jeremiah  Dyson,  Esq.  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  make  up  hit 

Allowance  equal  to  «£.^,000  for  bis  Services  during  Session  1810 709  18    4 

John  Clementson,  Esq^  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to 

make  up  hit  Allowance  equal  to  £,  500  for  hit  Attendance  durin^^  Session  1810  dlft  IB    9 . 


8,000    0 
7,999  19 
6,207    0 
5,856    5 
2,476    8 

0 
8 
0 
0 
11 

500    0 

0 

1,581  17 

s 

4,200    6 

0 

3^00    0 
140    0 

0 

0 

11,418  10 

837    4 

67.964    0 

1,613  19 

9.600    0 

1,120    0 

3,985    0 

4,000    0 

369    9 

0 

9 
9 
0 
0 
0 
9 
• 

•• 
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George  Whitiam,  Em-  for  making  an  Indci  of  ihe  Votei  in  ihe  Houic  of  Com- 
mons, in  Sesiion  1810      

John  Hentj  Ley,  Eiq.  Second  Cletlt  AitUiant  lo  the  Haute  of  Commonr,  loi  hia 

StrviceidvitiBE  the  Scsiiou  IBIO     , 1, 

Henry  QunncU,  £iq.  et  3l.  Compeoutiua  to  lundry  Otticen  of  [lie  Home  of 
Commotu,  fiit  llicir  Auccdancc  on  vutoui  Poblic  Coininittee>  of  Uiit  Uonte  . . 

Mr.  Clurlea  Manning,  being  the  Giat  Inilalinent  due  lo  him  under  a  Contract  for 
erecting  a  Monument  to  the  Memorf  of  Captain  tlanlinge.... ......... ....... 

Mr.  Jobti  Bacon Do.  .........of  Sir  John  Moore , 1 

■To  tnait  pwil  Ic  Hit  Majalg'i   Cnil  liil  Rnaiuei,  Mmitt  iimti  thrrmiafar  PuilU 
ScTvKri  i   pa. 

To  George  Saunden,  Et^,  to  discharge,  in  part,  the  outstanding  Demands  of  Arli- 
ficen,  for  Works  done  u  Somenet-PUce,  Under  the  Superintendence  of  James 
Wyatt,  Esq 11; 

To  T.  Nctlleship,  Esq.  Clerk,  ol  the  Groceii  Company,  for  publishing  the  average 
Price  of  Brown  or  Mutcevado  Sugar,  for  onti  year  to  Itl  October  ISIO 

To  Heniy  Dealtry,  Esq.  at  a  Remuneration  for  bis  Services  as  Clerk  to  the  Com- 
missioners (or  ascertaining  the  Saleable  O Dices  in  the  Courts  of  Law     

To  Chnlci  Groby  and  Francis  William  Bartow,  for  lighting  the  Lamps  around  the 
New  Square  m  Palace  Tard,  Wenminstei,  ftom  7th  Seplember  1807  lo  Sd  June 
1810        , 

To  William  Chinoery,  Esq.  lo  make  good  (he  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  fat  the 
Year  ISIO,  [or  defraying  the  Eipenie  attending  Uic  confimng,  mainttiQing,  and 
employing  Convicts  al  Home    ............■............•..■•.....•...>....         4 

To  Ditto  to  pay  Sills  drawn  by  T.  Dumareiq  and  T.  Le  BiitoD,  on  account  of 
ccnain  Allowances  granted  ihem  for  [heir  trouble,  &c  in  attending  the  Piivy 
Council  respecting  the  Island  of  Jersey  ............................ ........ 

Tn  Ditto,  to  be  paid  over  to  Captain  Abcrdown  and  others,  for  their  Expences  in 
attending  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Coramuni  on  the  laie  Enpedition  to  the 
Scheldt    _ 

To  Ditto  to  discharge  Metin.  Btanchard  and  Ramsay's  Expl^Dces  an  (he  Holyhead 
Committee,  in  Session  18)0      ■-" 

To  John  France,  Esq.  lor  hit  aisisnncc  in  fanning  an  Index  to  the  Rolls  of  I'ar- 

To  Edward  Siracey,  Esq,  for  his  Serrices  in  attending  as  Counsel  upon  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Cammitteo  of  the  House  ofPeen  during  the  Seision  1310 1, 

To  Thomas  Biodie,  Esq.  for  Salaries  and  other  incidental  Expences  io  formiag  the 
Index  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Peers  for  one  Year,  to  5lh  July  1810,..,  I, 

To  Ditto,  for  his  trouble  in  forming  an  Indei  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Peers 
for  one  Year,  to  the  ith  day  of  July  1810     

To  James  Read,  Esq.  to  defray  Eipences  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Hone  Patrols 
fur  the  hetler  Kscurilj  of  the  Public  Roads  leading  to  the  Metropolis,  for  three 
quarlersofa  Year,  toSlh  Jan.  1811 4, 

To  Dr.  Thomas  Brooke  Clarke,  for  his  trouble  and  attendance  in  receiving  and 
ruranging  the  Returns  of  the  Privy  Council  of  the  Non-resident  Clergv,  for  one 
Year  snd  Half,  to  5ih  Jan,  1811       

To  William  Waison,  Esq.  Sctjeanl  at  Anns,  for  his  Services  during  Session  1810..         1, 

To  William  Chinncry,  Eiq.  to  pay  Mi.  Gnmey'i  Eipencet  on  Committees  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  Seiiion  1810     

To  Lord  Walsirgham,  for  his  Services  as  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  during  the  Seision  l8i'J E, 

To  Jolin  CIcmentson,  Esq.  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  Contmons, 
fotonu  Year's  Rent  of  a  House,  in  lieu  of  Apaitments  he  resigned  at  the  House 

To  (he  Magistrates  o(  the  Thames  Police,  for  further  Eipences  incurred  in  carrying 
into  effect  a  Plan  for  the  better  Security  of  tlie  Shipping  in  the  Port  nf  London. 

Ti.  Peter  Grant,  Esq.  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Enquiry,  for 
defraying  tke  Eipenceiof  the  said  Commission (......,..,. 1, 

SERriCES    ABROAD. 


To  pay  Billi  drawn  on  account  of  ccitain  retired  Dutch  Officers  18|l 

To  pay  Billadiawnlrom  Jersey,  on  account  of  French  EmigisnU     .—...,—.. 

ForHu  Majesty's  Foreign  an((  other  Secret  Services,  IBID,  11      „„ 

Topay  Bilk  dtfiwn  front  New  Seiiib  Wales  11(10,11, .u ,.•>»» m«.>... 


4.000 

a  0 

7,171 

1    0 

SWUT 

M 

tja.W!t 
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For  the  Civil  Establiftbment  of  Upper  Canada  1811.. • ••••.•••••  7,000    0    0 

Nova  Scotia  1810 J 1 • • 18^047  10    0 

KahamailSll    S»000    0    0 

Bermudas  1810,  11  1,938  10  10| 

Dominica  1810,  11 600    0    0 

Newfoandland  1811,...  ^ •  5,1600    0    0 

Sierra  Leone  1810,  11      81,9915  11    6 

St.  John's  1811 • S»600    0    0 

New  Brunswick  1811     • ^ 4»tf00    0    0 

Cape  Breton  1811     • 9,060    0    0 

New  South  Wales  1811    • 3,000    0    0 

^.1,968>636    8    ^ 

— 1                                    ' 

VL— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


An  Account  qf  the  Progrest  made  in  the  Redemption  qf  the  Public  Debt  of  lBXLAini> 

Ptmded  in  Great  Bhitain,  at  Ut  February  1812. 


rUNDS. 


Consolidated     o 
per  ct«  Annuit 


Reduced  do. 


Consolidated      4 

per  ct.  Annuit. 

Do.5percent.do. 


Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 

Debt  Unredeem- 
ed 1st  Feb.  1812. 


CAPriALS. 


JS.       u  d. 

a0,799,l25  0  0 

94,848,750  0  0 

5,054^375  0  0 

572,000  0  0 

61,974*^0  0  0 

9,085,958  0  0 

59,t88,9&2  0  0 


aBQCcnicd 

bjUie 
CcHBoiiMionen 

tVbm 
Itt  Feb.  ISIS. 


4,394,879 
4,691,079 


9,085,958 


TOTAL  SUMS 
ptid. 


£.       u    d. 

9,801^998  11    3 
9,969,361  15    3 


5,771,990     6     6 


Avenie 

Price  Qf] 
Stocks. 


63| 
63i 


63} 


tHuuiIf  apfrffetMe  to  thi 
of  dw  Din. 


Annuity  of  1 
per  ct.  on  Ca- 
pitals created 


Dividend  on 
^.9,085,958 
3  per  cent. 
Annuities .. 


BankLongAn 
nuities  which 
will  expire  5th 
July  1860  ... 


681,571  14  0| 


978,578  14  9 


894,150    8  H 


104,083    6  t 


Progress  made  in  the  Redemption  ttfihe  Imperial  Debt,  at  1st  February  1812. 

IperctonCa- 


Imperial    3   pet 
cent  Annuities. 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners. 

Unredeemed   1st 
Feb.  1819.... 


7,509,633  6  8 
1,934,514  0  0 
6,268,119  6  8 


1,934,514 


750,137  19    7 


60| 


pilal  created 

by  Loan  1797 

Dividend     on 

«i^.l,934,5l4 

3  per  cent. 

Annuities.. 


36,693    0  0 


37,035    8  5 


73,798    8  5 


Imperial  An- 
nuities which 
will  expire  1st 
May  1819  ...930,000    0  0 

Progress  made  in  the  Redemption  qfthe  Debt  (/Portugal,  at  1st  February  1812. 

Annual     Ap* 
66         propriation 


Reduced  3  per  ct. 
Annuities 

895,599  7  9 
1 18,568  0  0 

118,568 

78,375    5  7 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners. 

Unredeemed  1st 
Feb.  1819. 

1 

• 

776,954  7  9 

Dividend  on 
J£.  118,568 
3  per  cent. 
Ani^uities  •. 


30,000    0  0 


3^7    0  9 
33.557    0  » 
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PAUL.  ACCOUNTS.-.GBBAT  Bmt AW.^PubHeD€hi. 


[aottft 


VL— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Public  Funded  Debt  of  Gbeat  Britain^  aa  ike  same  stood  on  the  \st  qfFebrmary  1812. 


TOTAL  DEBT  UNREDEEMED. 

At  3  per  Cent. 

Bank  of  England,  and  Annuities  1726 , 

South  Sea  Old  and  New  Annuities,  1751  ••••••.^ 

Consolidated  Annuities  ..•• ••..•••.•••.••. 

Reduced  Annuities 

At  4  per  Cent. 

Consolidated  Annuities   •• , 

At  5  per  Cent. 

Consolidated  Annuities    .• ••••.... 

Annuities,  1797  and  1802.. 

Total  Capitals .'.... i, 


Annual  Interest • .••...•• 

Apnuiiies  for  Lives,  or  for  Terms  of  Years 

Charges  of  Management  •••••• 4... ••..-•••.• 

Annuities  fallen  in,  or  dead ;  grants  of  Parliament,  and 
Annuity  of  1  per  cent,  on  part  of  Capitals  created 
since  Jan.  1793      , 

Total  Cha&oe  for  Dbbt  payable  in («& eat  B&itain. 


12.686,800    0  0 

16,507,684  13  11{ 

341,489,516  11  9| 

97,562,377     0  7 

66,115,396    2  B 

79,433,223  13  74 

1,723,287    3  7 


£. 


c    tf. 


20,749,828  14    Ij 
1,540,257  19     1^ 
234,254    3    9 


13,084,274    3  11 


615,518,185    5    B^ 


35,608»615    1 


7 


VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 

An  Account  qf  the  Unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  Outstanding  on  the  5tk  .QiBy  qf 

January  1812. 


ExcHEQuiK  Bills: 
Under  what  Acts  issued. 


On  whatPnnds  charged. 


48  Geo.  HI. 
Ditto 

50  Geo.  III. 
Ditto 

51  Geo.  III. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


cap.     3.  -  -  Supplies     ------- 

cap.   53.  -  -  Ditto      --------- 

cap.    69.  -  -  Supplies  1811  -    -    -    -    -    - 

cap.  113.  -  -Ditto      ----■---. 

cap.     2.  -  -  Malt  and  Personal  EsUtes  1811 

cap,      .3.  -  -  Supplies  1812-    -    -    -    -    • 

cap.     4.  *  -  -  Ditto     -------- 

cap.   53.  -  •>  Ditto     •--..-.. 

cap.   85.  •  -Ditto    -  1&11  -    -    -    -    -    - 

cap.  112.  -  -Ditto    -  1812 


Treasury: 

Miscellaneous  Services    •••••• ••••••••••.••••«••• 

Warrants  for  Army  Services    ••... ....••.• 

Treasury  Bills  accepted  previous  to  and  on  5th  Jan.  1812, 

due  8uV»seqaent  to  that  day  ••••••••.•••..••.•••••••»••• 


Army  : 
Ordinary  Services      •• 
Extraordinary  Services 


Barracks 

Ordnance    ..« 

Navy    ...•••.•..,. 

Civii  Likt  Advances 


Amount  Outstanding. 


3,000,000 

3,000.000 

1,775,600 

2,135,200 

584,000 

10,500,000    0 

1,500,000    0 

6,000,000 

11,235,000 

1,762,000 


#. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 

o 

0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
Q 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


550,307  14    4 
17,522  14    1 

1,143,138  14    3i 


1,517,003    0    0 

Kik 


£. 


«t. 


«.     dL 


41,491,800    0    0 


1,710,969    a    Si 


1,517,003    0  0 

289,559  Id  4 

1,078,476    5  4 

7,883,890  10  4 

66,360  IT  0 


54.038,059  14    H 


sxxviil      PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  Beitxim.— DigwrirfoM^Gron/i.    [3iifx*iii 
VIII.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Account,  ihnoias  haw  ihe  Monies,  giwm /or  (Ac  Service  <^  the  Yeor  1811,  Aaw  been 
dispotedqf:  aafar  at  relaia  to  Gv.e\-r  Britain. 


SERVICES. 

,<,M.vcudo,cr. 

w. 

.V«.  r„d. 

£.       ,. 

d. 

£.         ..       d. 

£.       ,.      d. 

Otdaance     ..,,,.n»»  ••«•■••  •■•••■•• 

*^39,aS8  10 

4,089.730     0     0 

419,478  10    4 

Foicei   , » 

IT,S4S,IS8    S 

5 

n,84a.l6S    3    •• 

3AOOA)0    0 
400,000    0 

0 

3,01)0,000     0     0 
S39,tO0    0    0 

To  h»  Sicilian  Wajnty,  fot  [he  Yeir  18t  I. 

leii.eoo  0  a 

To  cantinue    to  roiinlain  a  Boty  a(  Fof- 

lu^Eie  Tcoopi,  and  lo  give  farther  Ax 
:uid  As!iiunce  to  [he  Government  o 

To  mate  good  the  Sum  kracd  by  hia  Maju- 

Houic  of  Common!,  and  which  hji  no 
been  made  good  by  PailJament 

II,S32    4 

11,^38    4    3 

Civil  Eitabiiihmenu „ 

3.0S0.610     2 

B 

2.753,931    16     7J 

296,619    6    <H 

X 

51.135,717     9     e 

5O.'319.O70   13     3i 

90f„70fi   16     4i 

Ways  md  MEAVifor  aiuaering  tkefi^egoing  Services. 

£.      1.     i. 
Duliei  on  Peniioni,  ORicef,  and  Perianal  EiUtei,  and  on  Pentiani,  Ac.  con- 
tinued    3,000.000    0    0 

Surplus  CoDiulida ted  Fund,  at  5tb  January  and  3th  Agitil  IHI 1,  after  latitfriug 

X. +,400.000  panied  (or  the  Service  oF  tbeTcir  ISIO 1,353,715  10    1 

Eilimaied  Surplaa  of  ConioUdated  Pund  (0  5th  Apiil  1818    5.000,000    0    0 

War  Taxe « a«,000,000    0    0 

Eilimiled  Piofii*  of  Lotteriei     .„......,, ...„,... ■ 'i3O.0*HI    0    0 

Loan  per  Act  51  Geo.  3,  cap.  25     4,a8i,30U    0    0 

Ditto  per  AH  SI  Geo.  3,  cap.  49,  pan  of  £.  12,000,000,  the  remaiadcr  being 

forlho  Service  of  IreUnd     1,500,000    0    0 

Moniei  arisen  from  the  Sale  of  Old  Naval  and  Victualling  Slotoa 4J0,3li4    0    0 

Surplui  o!  Exchequer  Billt  printed  per  Acu  51  Geo.  3,  cap.  3.  53,  md  1 12,  to 
pay  off  other  Silli  iuued  in  IBIO,  but  which  were  funded  pumunt  to  Act  31 

Geo.3,c.:6     4,2l*.O0O    0    0 

War  Tixet,  1810,  beiog  the  unountof  Exchequer  8iUi  charged  on  the  Aid*  of 

that  Year,  lubiccibed  [o  be  funded  pnrnum  lo  laid  Act 3,604,700    0    9 


Amount  of  Way*  *nd  Mean,  upcrDo 

Deficiency  of  Wayi  and  Meani ,,....,,..,,.....„,.,.,,...,...., 

Note. — When  the  proporlion  of  Ireland'i  Contribution  ol1-\ltla 
General  Eipeuditure  ol  [lie  United  Kingdom,  ihall  be  a«;eTU;Ded, 
will  ba  applied  in  Aid  of  ihit  Deficiency. 


«1 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS— lBiLAm;~AiNK;  Jncohk. 


[d 


FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  IRELAND, 


WOX  TBt 


TEAR  ENDSb   FIFTH   OF  JAKUABT,    1812. 


L^PUBLIC  INCOME 


BiAM  OF  umruB. 


Ordinary  Revenue, 


Customs  ..••.. 

Excise 

Stamps     •...^. 
Post  Office     .. 
Poundage  Fees 
PeUs  Fees      .. 
Casualties      •.. 


Total  Ordinary  Revenue . 
Extraordinary  Uesoureet, 

Gain  by  Exchange  on  ac- 
count of  Advances  for 
Seamen's  Wages;  for  Half 
Pay  to  reduced  Officers, 
Officers  Widows,  &c. 
and  From  Great  Briuin, 
being  |-  of  Profit  oo  Lot- 
teries 1810  •••• 

County  Treasurers  on  ac- 
count of  Fines  levied  on 
Parishes  for  deficiencies 
in  Militia     ..•••. 

From  ditto  on  account  ef 
Advances  made  by  the 
Treasury  for  improving 
Post  Roads • 

Treasurer  of  the  County  of 
Cavan,  on  account  of  ad- 
vances for  a  new  Gaol  . 

Great  Britain  in  part  of 
<jf.  4,500,000  British,  for 
Ireland ...•• 

Oiher  Monies  paid  to  the 
Public 


Appropriated  L  utiet  for  Local 
Objects, 

Linen  Manufacture   

Improvement  of  Dublm  .. 

Repairs  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change and  Commercial 
Buildings     ............ 

Lagan  Navigation 

Inns  of  Court ...«•.. 

Lighthouses     . ........... 

Totals  mdependent  of  the 
Loans 


Loans  paid  into  the  Exche- 
quer, in  the  year  ended 
the  5th  of  January  181^. 


Grand  Total, 


Cnw  RecdpC 
within  the  Tear. 


«£.  t,  d. 

2,420,495  17  9} 

8,244.661  1  2 

743,619  2  IJ 

205,265  19  5 

25.370  14  2i 

5,074  2  1$ 

2,926  19  3| 


5,647,343  16  1 


•181,418  4  11| 

2,872  6  2| 

14,913  4  9$ 

916  13  9 

2,780,353  0  10 
8,876  12  10^ 


88  18  « 
10,216  15  10 


1,843  17  6 

5.624  10  4 

1,391  0  0 

18,262  18  5 


Tolaljicceipttobe 
Accoanted  ibr. 


£. 


d. 


2,533,624  16  8 

3,004,984  11  2 

887,675  8  5^ 

238,880  17  6- 

25,370  14  2. 

5,074  2  1- 

2,926  19  3; 


DrawMcki^ 
Diaooiuts,  Src 


6,098,537  9  5f 


115,836  4 
165,719  12 
12,437  5  11 
17,583  11 


311,576  14  S|  898,075  1  3j 


181,412  4  11) 

2,872  6  2i 

14,913  4  9| 

916  13  9 

2,780,353  0  10 
8,876  12  lOi 


189  7  4 

10,266  17  2 


2,236  0  2 

6,217  7  3J 

1,391  0  0 

18,262  18  5 


8,665,239  6  10^  9,717,568  10  3}  313,378  6  10| 


3,127,246  6  6} 


3,127,246  6  6} 


ll,7i>2.4H5  13    41.12,844,814  16  10| 


18,475  5 
383,481  17 

46,080  0 
110,095  IS 


1,801  12    8 


313,378     6  10| 


191   a  10 


898,264    4    1| 


898,264    4     1 

sssavaMi 


H 


»li] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Inuun^^Wlfe'/nmmb 


I     I.  Public  Incomr p.  xxxix — xH't 

J    II.  CoNsoL!D»TEo  Fund xliij,  xirv 

i  III.  Arrears  AND  Balances xU 

V  IV.  Trade  AND  Navicatios xlvi 


CLASS 

V.  Public  ExpEiiDiTURE,,.xlvii—IiT 

VI.  Public  Funded  Debt h.Ui 

VII.  Unfunded  Dedt tvii 

VIII.  Disposition oFGnANTslviii—biir 


OF  IRELAND. 


::^EE" 

'^mm 

iB>Mt 

"-'T'^ 

:sr 

njmr.u  lx(g  lU 

£.       ,.     d. 
53+311    10     0: 
4B9.'201     9   10 
58,457     6     0 
in.679    9    7 

£.           t.    ll 

1.B99.3I3     6     8 

2,515.783     I     3j 

899.ttl8     a     jj 

IM,901     7  11 

25.370  14     « 

5,074     3     Tj 

2,939    19     31 

£.     1.     «. 

4  110 

92,000  18  5J 

£.    ,.  d 
20,930  15  7 
37.973   14  - 

£.      1.    d 

90,241      6  7 
129,974  13  Oj 

^.           ..         i 

1.790,177     0     a 

1,399,137     6  10 

6G4  554    5    9 

84,000     0     0 

25.370  14    94 

5,074    2     i| 

9.926  19     3| 

1,:09,649  \S    6 
1,992  15     6 

S,48»,m  1»  llj 

181,413    4  llj 

2,87a    6    H 

14,'Jt3    4    94 

91G  13    9 

fi,7S0,3i3     0  10 
8,876  la  lOJ 

189    7    4 
10,266  n    3 

S,936    0    S 
4,W  11     H 
1,391     0     0 
1 3, '262  18     5 

92,005     9  ij 

S*t,910  10  2 

150,315  19  7J 

4.171,940    8     H 

18],4I3    4  tl{ 
2,B73     6     >{ 
13,944  IS     4i 

9,780,353    0  lO 
8,876  12  lOJ 

1S9    7    4 
10,130     0     0 

1,830     0     0 
2,900     0     0 
1,391     0    0 
16.332    8    5  J 

-      -      -■ 

-         -         - 

-         .         . 

1,811,642  11     0 

8,505,925  19     2| 
3,121,2*6     6     6i 

9S,00S    9  53 

58,910  10  2 

150,915  19  7; 

7,ISJ,615  14    3i 

1,B11,61S  11     0 

ll.fi3:i,173     5  lOi 

92,005     9  5i 

38.910  10  a 

130,115  19  7} 

10,30»,We     0     94 

xUii] 


t^ARL.  ACCOUNTS.— lEBLAiiD.*«*CoiiJobVtoed  Fund. 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Ireland— PluUtc  Etpmdkm. 


V.    PUBUC  EXPENDITURE. 


I.  For  Interest  on  the  Funded  Debt  of 
Ireland,  including  Annuities  for 
Lives  and  Terms  of  Years ;  also  £.  1 
per  Cent,  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
Capital  created  bv  Loans  since  1797, 
(A.  1  &2.)     ..." ^ 

For  Charge  of  Management  thereon... 

There  was  also  applied  towards  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt    •  • . 


Whereof  was  applied  towards  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt    ... 


Total  on  account  of  Interest  .......••• . 

Ditto,  for  Charge  of  Management 
Ditto,  on  account  of  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt      


II.  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  (B.)  .... 

III.  Issues  for  the  separate  service  of 
ireianci  ^^* J  ...  ..■..■...•..•••■ 

IV.  Issues  from  Appropriated  Funds  for 
Local  Purposes  (D.)    •  .  •  • 

CCivilList   :... 

V.  Z  Pensions     

^ Other  Permanenf  Charges  (£.)    ... 

VI.  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exche- 
quer Receipt:   (F.  1  U,  2.)  viz. 

Bounties  from  Customs 

Bounties  from  Excise 

Militia,  and  Deserters  Warrants,  &c.... 


£, 


t,    d. 


4,391,264 
67,635 


10    0 
8    4 


4^458,899  18    4 
1,430,800  18     74 


3,028,098 
20,687 


19 
9 


1,430,800  18     7| 


141,615 

87,842 

219,078 


12    2} 
0    9 
3    2J 


VII.  Ordnance  (G)      

Vlil.  Army,   (H.)    Ordinary  Service; 

VIZ. 

Regulars,    Militia,    and    Volunteer 

Corps,  &c 

Commissariat  Establishment 
Barracks 

Staff  Officers  and  Officers  of  Garri 


sons 


Half  Pay,  Supernumerary,  and  re- 
tired Officers 

Officers  Widows 

Royal  Hospital,  Kilmainham     .... 

Public  Officers,  their  Deputies, 
Clerks,  and  Contingent  Ezpences 

Superannuated  Officers      ....... 


Extraordinary  Service 


IX.  Miscellaneous  Services,  (I.)      .... 
LasUy,  Vote  of  Credit,  (K.)... 


20,236 
37,973 
92,005 


15  7 
14  7 
9  5i 


2,052.625 
227,405 
442,885 


18  7J 

01 


4 
2 


85,885  5  2^ 


28,647 

5,431 

76,544 

17,327 
3,830 


8* 


6 

4  I 

13  1 


9  llj 
15  10{ 


2,940,583 
216,662 


0  3 
8  4 


JS.        i,    d. 


20,087  9  m 


£. 


448,535  16  2} 


150,215  19  7J 
512,579  7  1 


3,157,245  8 
788,440  14 
172,568  3 


Totad. 


4,479,587  8  3) 
18,451  5  0 

1,664,785  1  U\ 

28,S76  13  1 


3 


5,169.585  9  3| 


n,')60,625  18  1 


xi;x] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Ireland.— R(M,c  EfpenAVt 


(A.  ].)— Monies /MHioW  of  the  Receipt  qf  the  Etc!iequer,inl>K  Year  ending  the  5th  Jan. 
1812,  (oioardi  d-frui/ing  the  Charge  of  iht  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland. 


Public  Funded  Debt  of  IrebBd    

Keduciion  of  the  NnUoaal  Debl 

'"'HH?" 

o, 

.« 

Inlcicii,  &c.  onih 

4,391,964  10 
30,h37     tf 

9tl.6 

1 

1.      rf. 

9  Hi 

Animal  hiuc  for  [I 

Vn,95l  19 
61,6:15     8 

114 

4,419,S87     8 

'* 

(jV.  2.) — Total  Amount  of  the  Sams  aeluallj  recciied  by  the  CommUaionersfor  the  Reduc 
(/ <ie  National  Dbut,  in  f'ie  Year  ending  5ih  Jan.  ISt?. 


, 

,.„.,..!,.,.. 

~ 

A 

S.                   I.             d. 

613,369    6     fi 

£.        1.     •'. 
67,fi35     a     4 

ApproprLaiion  ol  1  pec  Cent  per  Annum  un  Loaoi  *ia 

censi 

S03,96-J     9     g 

673.369     6     fi 
369,013     1     0^ 

3a3,6«)     4     9 
11I.16S     6     * 

935,»Ba     1     6j 
495,408  11      1 

495,409  II      1 

l,M0,80n  18     1-5 

I 


(B.)~I»i<resi  on  ExciiEauER  Bills,  viith  the  Paymtnt*  made  in  the  Year  from  the  5ih 
Jan.  1 H II  to  the  5th  Jan.  1 S 1 2. 


Tlicic  temained  Inicrcil  on  Exchrqncr  Billt  nndalmed  on  5 tk  January  1811... 

Chat^c  (o(  Inlcreit  at  5  per  Ceiil... 

On  jE  114.069   lOt.  Orf.  rrDm95lh  SepL  18I(Hq  aSth  Sepl.  181 1     

On  ^.ai6,n00f[om  SSlh  March  IRll  to  9Jih  Sept.  1811    

On  .£.293,150  from  25th  March  1811  to  35  Scpl.  IBll  


Deduct  Inlcccit  unclaimed  an  IheSth  Januaiy  1S13 , 

Total  Paymcnw  for  Itileresl  on  Exchequer  Billi,  in  the  Year  to  5th  January  18 


5,109  a  6 
5,400  0  0 
7,343  15    0 


(C). — Paymcnls  madeia  the  Year  ending  ihc  5th  qf  January  1  fi\2,fortheitparale  Service  of 
Ireland. 


£.        ,.     d. 

Repayment  of  Money  levied  by  order  of  the  BritUh  Court  of  Eicheqner   .... 

412  10     0 

1.6o4.7ai      1    Hi 

VOL.  \Xll.~Aptr:i. 


zhii] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS — Ireland.— Ai^  Etpatdkmt. 


[sh 


V.    PUBUC  EXPENDITURE. 


I.  For  Interest  on  the  Funded  Debt  of 
Ireland,  including  Annuities  for 
Lives  and  Terms  of  Years ;  also  £.  1 
per  Cent,  for  tlie  Reduction  of  the 
Capiul  created  bv  Loans  since  1797, 
(A.  I  &2.)     ..." ^ 

For  Charge  of  Management  thereon.... 

There  was  also  applied  towards  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt    .... 


£. 


d. 


4,391,264  10    0 
67,635     8    4 


Whereof  was  applied  towards  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt    .... 


4,458,899  18    4 
1,430,800  18    7  J 


Total  on  account  of  Interest.. 

Ditto,  for  Charge  of  Management     . . . 
Ditto,  on  account  of  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt 


II.  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  (B.)  .... 

III.  Issues  for  the  separate  service  of 
Ireland  (C.) 

IV.  Issues  from  Appropriated  Funds  for 
Local  Purposes  (D.) 

CCivilList   :.... 

V.  ^  Pensions     

^  Other  Permanenf  Charges  (£ .)    .... 

VI.  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exche- 
quer Receipt :    (F.  1  le,  2.)  viz. 
Bounties  from  Customs....  ........  ... 

Bounties  from  Excise 

Militia,  and  Deserters  Wamnu,  &c 


3,028,098  19    8) 
20,687     9     ll| 

1,430,800  18    7^ 


141,615  12    24 

87,842     0    9 

219,078    3    2J 


VII.  Ordnance(G)      

Vlil.  Army,   (H.)    Ordinary  Service ; 

VIZ. 

Regulan,   Militia,   and    Volunteer 
Corps,  ice , 

Commissariat  Establishment 

Barracks 

Staff  Officers  and  Officers  of  Garri 
sons     

Half  Pay.  Supernumerary,  and  re- 
tired Officers 

Officers  Widows 

Royal  Hospital,  Kilmainham    .... 

Public    Officers,    their     Deputies, 
Clerks,  and  Contingent  Expences 

Superannuated  Officers      ....... 


Extraordinary  Service 


IX.  Miscellaneous  Services,  (I.)      ••.. 
LaiUy,  Vote  of  Credit,  ^C.) 


20,236  15  7 
37,973  14  7 
92,005     9    51 


2,052,625  18  7^ 
227,405  4  7i 
442,885    2     o| 

85,885    5    2i 

28,647  6  8:: 
5,431  4  M 
76,544  13  1, 

17,327  9  114 
3,830  15  lOJ 


2,940,583  0  3* 
216,662  8  ]{ 


JB.        t.    d 


X. 


9*     A 


20,687  9  Hi 


448,535  16  3] 


150,215  19  7} 
512,579  7  1 


4,479,587  8  Sj 
18,451  5  0 

1,664,785  I  llj 

d8»S76  18  1 


«  i 


lij 


PAUL.  ACpOUNTSU-lEBLANB^AiUu;  JE^cmltlM*. 


r     I 


tiu 


(D.) — Paymcnii  made  firm  the  Funds  approprimted  far  Local  Fiarpoiet 

theStkJaa.  18il  io Sih Jan.  \%\2. 

» .     "       1 11*  i»  ■  ■  ■  "i  ■  I  I     hi.    I-- 

Lagan  Navigation       •.••••••••.•••••^••. ....••••••••  •••••••••• 

iBiproving  Dublin       •••...• • •••..••••••• • ..• 

King's  Inns • ••• ..•• .••••••••• •••.•••• 

Royal  Exchange  and  Ckmiinercial  Boildlngi  e.^. •••••••••••••• •«..•••• 

Light  House  Datiet   ••• ••••••••••.••.•••••.••••••••••••...•• 


%9(m  0  0 

10,988  8  9 

803  16  8 

l.TSS  10  0 

11,908  18  9 


98,976  13  7 


(£.} — Paymenii  made  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  qf  January  1812^  under  the  Mctferal  Metidt  qf 

CtvU  List,  Pensions,  and  other  permanent  (barges. 


TTT 


Arrear  on  Civil  List  on  the  5th  January  181 1 •••••• 

Charge  for  one  Year  to  25th  December  1811 

Deduct  Arrear  on  the  5th  January  1813 ••.... 

Issued  for  the  Civil  List,  in  one  Year  to  the  5th  January  1818 

Pensions  ••••••...• ••« 

Other  Permanent  Charges,  viz. 

Public  Infirmariel  ••••.•«••••••••••...« •••• 

Public  Coal  Yards „..^. 

Army  Baggage ••••••...... 

Police  Esublishment      ..••••• 

Inspector  General  of  Prisoners,  &c 

Transportation  of  Felons ••••.•••••••..•••. 

Fees  on  Auditing  Treasury  Accounts 

Imprest  Office  •.••...•••• 

:  Secret  Service  in  detecting  Treasonable  Conspiracies    .... 

Annuities  and  Compensation  Allowances  .••••••.••• 

Judges  additional  Salaries,  &c.    •••.•.•••••••.•..••••.•• 

Commission  of  Inquiry  ••• ••••••••...•••• 

Board  of  Education...... ..•••• .••••...••. 

Lord  Lieutenant's  additional  Salary  for  two  Years  to  25tb 
December  1811,  (with  ^.6,625.  12f.  Sd  the  amount 
unappropriated  on  the  Civil  List,  from  85th  March  1809 
to  24th  June  1811  ••..•.....•••• ••••.•• 


99,5(>6  13  ia| 
145,000    0    0 


174^566  13  10^ 
32,951     1    8 


3,400 

1,768 

9,167 

15,909 

16,887 

5,580 

1,304 

2,600 

12,371 

97,283 

37,637 

1,500 

300 


0  0 

i  HI 

3  3 

15  11 

0  ion 

16  8 

12  9 
0  0 

8  8 

9  ]0 

13  3 
0  0 
0  0 


13,374    7    4 


JS. 


141,615  19    U 
87,84(1    •    9 


919,078    3    9f 


448,555  16    9^ 


Aite 


(F.  1  .)'^Amouni  (/Bounties  paid  out  of  the  Public  Revenue  qf  Customs^  intheYt 
the  5th  of  January  1812,  being  Payments  in  the  nature  qf  Antic^HUUm  qf  Exchequer 


On  Otarse  Linen  and  Canvas  exported  .... 

Beef  and  Pork  exported ., 

Irish  Fish  Oil 

Bark  imported • •• 

.  Foreign  Fish  imparted    ••••••.•••■...., 

Fishing  Vessels • , 

Irish  Coals  brought  Coastways  to  Dublin 


Rewards  for  straggling  Seamen ,. 


n 


8,197    n 

4;419    S 

61     S  4 

198  It  H 

9,888  10  5 

4^199    0  9 

19  18  0 


90,936  15    7 
4  II    a 

80,841     6    7 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS^IuiAHD.— Pal/^  Rtpendimn. 


(F.  2.) — Amount  of  I'a^tneius  out  qf  the  liecenne  nf  Eicix  for  Bounties,  Militia,  Armt 
of  Resbrve,  Deserters  Wabranis,  ife.  in  the  Year  tnding  ike  ^tli  qf  Jaituari/  idlZ, 
being  Payments  in  the  nature  <if  Anticipation  qf  Erchequer  Receipli, 


Bouniies  to  Spint  Rcliilen  on  (he  Sale  of  Mih  Liqaor* 

Paymciiu  (or  Milnii  

Aimy  of  Reierve .........,,.,....,,,. 

Deietler.  Warranu     

FoniGcatiODt 


31,9T3  H    7 

89,317     8.  Si 

781     6    5 


{G).—JiIoniet  piad  lo  the  Office  qf  Okohahce.,  in  the  Year  to  the  ^th  January  1812. 


For  the  ChargB  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance      

On  accouni  of  Pay  of  reiircd  Offiren  of  (lie  laic  Iriih  Airiltay,  a 

WiiioWB  of  deceased  OfRceti  of  tlie  lame 

Su|ieraaau3(ed  and  reiircd  Allowancet  (n  I>erioDt  lue  belonging  t 

Ordnance  in  Ireland .. 


d  Peiuioni  < 
the  Office  < 


{H,.y—Manm  pMd  OK  Accoiml  qf  His  Majaly's  Forces  i 
the  5ih  Januajy  1812. 


Ireland,  in  the  Yetff  ending 


Reglmeou  of  the  Liac  and  Foreign  Corpi.. 


Volunleet  Corps    ,. 

Military  Hotpilaii     

Royal  Uiliiaiy  [nfimiary... 

Officiaiing  Clergymen  and  reiired  CbapUint 


.  8:a,79s  u 

.    937.4*9  17 

,    175,008      1 

S,536     0 

7,307   10 

927  14 


Comniits 


It  EtubUifuacnc. 


Siair  Officers  and  Officer!  of  Garriioni       

Half  Pay  Supernuinerary  and  retired  Officer*    ................ 

Officers  Widow*     

Royal  Hospital  near  KilmiiBbam.. 

Public  ORiceis,  iheit  Depatiea,  Cleiki,  and  ContkigeDi  Expenc 
Superannuated  Officcn  .............. •...,..,■ ,....,.. 


Eitraordinaty  Service 


I 


S41,4tU    ' 

449,885  ! 
B5.68i  . 
aa,647     I 

S,431  • 
76,J44  l: 
17,327     ! 

3,830  i; 


(l). — PayiMTM  mthe  Year  eading  the  5ik  qf  January  18 12  j^  Miscellaneous  SERvrcEs, 


Putilic  HospiialiandSchooh ,,, 

MLScelluieous  Services........ 

183,768    0    0 
1131,084    t    9 
10i,fi«    0    0 
10,309    5    6* 

For  Works  ai  Howih  Harbour,  lo  DDmrieie  £.  35,000  granted  by  SO  Ceo.  3.  c.  1 15 

For  erection  of  a  Pierat  Ardglasi,  in  furihet  pan  of  ^.I5,SB3  16i.  Sd  panted  hy  do. 
ForpurcliaseafPri»geandBullcrageat  Winei,  puriuani  toSOGeu.  3,  c.  101... 

10,000    0    0 

9,000    0    8 

5,000    0    0 

SI  6,000    0    0 

7«P,440  14    BJ 

I 


{Ky^l'iiyuenlifrom  the  Vote  qf  Crei 

IT  in  the  Yew 

■nding  5th  Jan. 

1812. 

Amount  of  Payments  from  the  V«e  of  Credit 



^.1 

7a,568     3  2J 

PAftL.  ACpOUNTfU-InuKB^ 


(D.)— Avonb  made  from  tie  Fvni  ^fr^HutdJhr  Local  1 
iktSAJm.  1811  M5iA<Am.18I2. 


Lagan  Itanption 
l^fflroving  Dnblin 
Kinf*!  Imu  ..,,... 
Ko;*!  Kxduni«  *Bd 
LWuHoMaDotiM 


lK)—Pm/maUtmadeiHtlie  Year  to  ikt  5tk  ijf  JmMory  1813,  itiufer  lie  acnrtt  J 
(Soil  Liu,  I'miiotUfioid  other  ptmaHauOarga. 


AneaTon  Civil Lulontbe 5th  Jaimarj'  ISIl   ., 

Qu^faroDcTearulULhDaceinber  ISIl 

pcdDctAneuonlhBJth  Jamtarf  ISia 

Imed  hr  the  Civil  LUt,  to  one  Tear  lolbe  Sib  Jannur  1819 

Peniion*  ...,...,,. *.............. 

Other  P  Ctiaigei,  vii. 

PnUit.  iM   

pp'      :>.        ..rd*    ...., ....^... 

A         ! 

Vt      ■.  >nt      ., 

^e      ^of  Priioiien,  fa.  .,.........,.„. 

a  uofFeloDl 

F'      -Jlins  Treainrx  AccounO 

in  dentins  TreaMnable  CoiMpindea 

n^.     Uu  du^  CompenMlioo  AUowwicn , 

Jt        It :         lonal  ^iiDCi.  ftC>     ■.•....•..••..•...« 
_  of  loquiTj  .............,..(.*,..„,.,. 

hrtwa  y       ui 


fi9,5fi6 

3 

i(H 

145.OT0 

•J 

174,566 

13 

10* 

32,951 

1 

3,400 

0 

1,189 

84 

9,167 

15,903 

15 

16,887 

lUi 

l,3(U 

f 

(1 

ifliaii 

a 

S7,«33 

10 

91,ff37  19 

s 

It] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS Intum.— Public  Funded  DOt. 


[M 


VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland,  as  the  tame  stood  on  the  5th  qfJamuay  IftlS. 


Sums  raised «.. ....••.•.•••• 

Payable  in  Dublin  : 

JS,3  \0s.  per  Cent,  per  Annum       u... 

j£A  per  Cent,  per  Annum ...•.•••>.. 

•£^.5  per  Cent,  per  Annum       ...•..••.•.., 

Payable  in  London. 

<£'.5  per  Cent,  per  Annum •• 

<£.3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities  

^.3  per  Cent.  Reduced  Annuities .., 

JCA  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities  ••••. 
j£.5  i)Cr  Cent.  Consolidated  Navy  Annuities, 


Britiih  Ciirmcr. 


67,183,850 


s.     d. 
2  11 


1.900,000 
30,799,135 
21,848,730 

5,054,375 
572,000 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


Annual  Charge. 

Annual  Interest    ••.••.••••••• 

Annuities  on  Lives  or  Terms  of  Years   ••.••..«••• 

Pursuant  to  Act  of  37  Geo.  3.  for  Redemption  of  Debt  then 

existing      •• •••..•..•••.•••• •>••>• 

By  Acts  providing  1  per  Cent,  for  Redemption  of  Debts  ere* 

ated  since  1797       «•«••.«•• m •«..« 

Total  of  Annual  Expenccs... 


IrWi 


£. 


#•  d* 


11,180,973  17  1 

227,600    0  0 

12,882,648  11  3 

2,058,333    6  % 

33,365,718  15  0 

26,919,479    3  4 

5,475,572  18  4 

619,666  13  4 


3,206,049  6     8 

179,781  18  10 

121,678    2    0 

877,345     1   104 


4,405,541     19    4 


Total  Principal 


..^K. 


92,729,992     5    0 


An  Account  qfthc  Progress  made  in  the  Reduction  qfthe  Public  Funbbd  Debt  q^Ltft- 

LAND,  to  the  5th  qf  January  1812. 


Stock.  Redeemed  by  Sinking  Fund. 

±- 


s,    d. 
4,612,186  12     6| 


Total  Sums  Paid. 


£.        s.    d. 

3,709,105    4    6 


Sums  Annually  applicable  in  Ireland  to  the  Reduction  qfthe  National  Debt, 


Annual  Income  of  each  Loan. 


*£.       i.   d, 

325,640    4    9 


Annual  Interest  on  Stack  Redeemed. 

£.       t»    d, 

188,656  17    9 


At  the  Establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  <£.  100,000  per  Annum  was  granted  for  the  then  exUtiiif 
Debt; — <^. 32,364  11/.  Sd,  of  Which  was  appropriated  to  the  Reduction  of  Money  borrowed  for 
Ireland,  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1797;  and  jf.  67,635.  8«.  4cf.  with 
<£.54.042.  13/.  Sd.  per  Annum  expired  Annuities,  which  fell  in  afterwards,  to«Remainder  olthe  DebC 
due  by  Ireland,  prior  to  the  year  1797,  without  any  References  to  the  Amount 

The  Money  borrowed  for  Ireland  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain  it  not  indaded  in  the  aboT0 
Statement,  being  settled  for  in  England  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  of  Ireland,  and  can  only  be 
procured  from  the  Committioners  for  reducing  the  Kational  Debt  of  England. 


Ivii]    PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— I  BEL  AND Unfrndtd  DeU.—Dkpositioa  tf  GrmU.  [Ivlii 

VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


An  Accouni  qf  the  Unfunded  Debt  cf  ltiEL\TiD,  and  DbHAtiDs  Outstandihs  on  the 

5th  Day  <if  J'^nuary  ISI2. 


LsAH  DmoTutti: 
Yeat  I7RH,  pinvided  ior  by  the  31  and  38  Geo.  3,  but  ud- 

375 

0     1) 
0     U 

l.f') 

£.          J 
(a)  3,235 

(a)  3Da 

1,840,479 
W  25.999 

d. 

0    D 

i 

EXCHEHUIK   BiLl.<: 

Ouisianrfing  Eichequet  Billi.  provided  for  by  leveral  Acti  o( 

50 
11)0 

50 
100 

6     8 

0     0 
0     0 
0     0 
0     0 

3     4 

0     0 

Exchequer  Bill),  not  in  cnuric  of  paymenl : 
Issued,  pursu^nl  la  4^  Geo  3,  c.  7S.  payable  35  March  lSt3 

50  Geo.  a,  c.  101.  payable  35  Marcb  ISIS 
5iGcu.3,c.  32.  payable  £5  Mitch  iai5 

51  GI-0.3.C.   88.  payable  3U  Sept.  1S13 
51  Geo.  3,  c     5.  payable  on  oc    before 

2*  December  1813  

114,063 

eie.oou 

(W3,750 
216,666 

l,000,t)QO 

11)    0 
U    0 
0     0 

0     0 

L..TT..V    PK..M. 

Ouulan.-img  Lollery  Prizes  of  ihe  several  Lotteriei  from  IIBB 

= 

1.369,011 

0     0 

i(  by  several  Acu  of  Parliament. 


Vlll.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  AccovnitihtKinghaia  the  Monies,  girm /or  lAi  StavicE  </  the  Year  \&\\,huve  been 
disposed  of;  so  for  ut  retalta  to  Ireland  ;  itated  in  trisk  Currency, 


SERVICE. 

tuua  Ciinu.l. 

luua  nil!. 

„.™ 

£.      :      li. 

3,735,413  11     Si 

513,579    7     1 
i.aoo    0   0 

161,084     4     9 
105,620     0     0 
193.768    0    0 

jE.     ,.     d. 
3,157,945    fl    4i 

513,579    7    1 

1,300    0    0 

154.247  11     B 

105,690     0     0 

1B3,768     0     0 

£.      I.      d. 
568,167    3    4 

Poblic  Officers  for  stveral  Servicei     

Public  BoardB  (See  No.  V.  Public  E»p,) 

£. 

4,695.500  16    7j 

4,130,497     0     ii 

575.003  16    .-. 
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Stables  and  Watch men^  and  prescribes  the 
mode  in  which  tbey  are  to  be  punished 
for  misconduct  or  neglect. 

As  this  is  one  of  the  principal  Acts  re- 
specting the  duties  of  Watch  and  Ward^ 
Your  Committee  have  also  inserted  an  Ex- 
tract from  it  in  the  Appendix, 

Your  Comniittee  have  not  failed  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  City  of  London,  from  the 
iftature  of  its  magistracy,  the  description  of 
its  various  public  officers,  the  gradation 
and  subordination  of  their  various  classes, 
the  division  and  subdivision  of  its  local 
limits,  affords  an  example  of  that  unity, 
and  of  that  dependence  of  parts  on  each 
other,  without  which  no  well  constructed 
and  efficient  system  of  Police  ean  ever  be 
expected.  If  such  a  system  could  be  suc- 
cessfully imitated  in  Westminster  and  its 
Liberties,  and  within  the  other  adjacent 
Parishes  which  have  hitherto  formed  an 
unconnected  mass  of  scattered  and  uncon- 
trouled  local  authorities,  considerable  be- 
nefit might  be  expected  to  ensue;  for 
Your  Committee  are  disposed  to  concur  in 
opinion  with  several  of  the  witnesses,  that 
a  well  arranged  system  of  Superintend- 
ence, Vigilance,  and  Controul,  would  tend 
more  to  the  prevention  of  crimes,  by  ren- 
dering it  difficult  to  commit  them,  than 
any  degree  of  activity  in  the  pursuit  and 
conviction  of  criminals  after  the  crime  has 
been  committed  :  at  all  events,  however, 
the  two  systems  are  not  only  not  incom- 
patible, but  would  necessarily  afibrd  mu- 
tual aid  and  assistance  to  each  other. 

This  system  of  Watch  and  Ward,  adapt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  to  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, is  not  a  dead  (etter^  but  is  kept  alire 
and  in  action  by  the  constant  superintend- 
ence of  the  Marshals  of  the  City,  with 
their  Assistants,  who  every  night  visit  the 
different  Wards  and  Precincts,  and  take 
care  that  the  Constables,  Beadles,  and 
Watchmen  of  all  descriptions,  are  alert  and 
do  their  duty.  Morning  Reports  are  made 
to  the  Lord* Mayor,  as  Chief  Magistrate ; 
deficiencies  are  noticed,  as  well  as  any  dis- 
orders or  irregularities,  or  other  occur- 
rences of  the  night. 

In  ancient  times,  when  the  whole  of  the 
Metropolis  consisted  of  little  more  than  the 
City  of  London  (properly  so  called)  such  a 
system  might  have  been  abundantly  suffi- 
cient for  its  good  government  and  security. 

The  City  of  Westminster,  owing  to  its 
having  never  been  incorporated,  is  not 
provided  with  the  same  means,  and  the 
same  gradations  of  its  public  Officers,  to 
tuiure  the  unity  sod  efficiency  of  its  exer- 


tions for  the  prevention  of  crimes,  by  die 
same  system  of  controul  and  aapertt- 
tendence. 

But  Ypur  Committee  have  to  obserfe^ 
that  by  the  Statute  of  the  27di  of  Elin- 
beth,  presiding  and  subordinate  Officeis 
are  appointed,  and  powers  given  to  the 
Dean  and  Chapter,  and  to  the  High 
Steward  and  others,  to  make  Regulations 
for  the  good  government  of  the  City  of 
Westminster.  It  appears  that  Lord  6ar- 
leigh  was  appointed  tlie  first  High  Steward, 
and  a  Code  of  Regulations  was  introduced 
by  him,  and  a  division  of  its  local  limits 
intO'iwelve  Wards,  for  the  parpoie  of  a 
more  perfect  superintendence. 

Your  Committee  have  inserted  thSl 
Statute  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the  Appen* 
dix,  together  with  the  original  Regula- 
tions introduced  by  Lord  Burleish. 

This  Statute  is  specifically  referrad  fo^ 
and  its  powers  enlarged,  by  the  29  Geo. 
2,  c.  25,  and  by  the  31  Geo.  2,  c.  17,  and 
a  unity  and  gradation^ of  authority  are  en- 
deavoured to  be  established ;  and  tha 
High  Constable  is  directed  to  obey  tha 
orders  of  the  High  Steward,  and  the  Petty 
Constables  to  obey  the  High  Constable. 

The  duties  and  superintendence  of  tha 
High  Steward  have  fallen  into  great  disutf* 
although  very  important  duties  are  iin* 
posed  on  him. 

It  appears,  however,  that  on  great  occa* 
sions  of  ceremony,  he  has  from  time  to 
time  personally  interfered,  and  put  hui* 
self  at  the  head  of  the  whole  CiTil  force  of 
the  City  of  Westminster,  marshalling  anl 
arranging  the  subordinate  Officers. 

The  present  High  Steward,  the  M arqpib 
of  Buckingham,  is  stated  to  have  so  inter- 
fered at  the  funerals  of  Lord  Nelson  and 
Mr.  Pitt. 

The  Statute  of  14  Geo.  3,  c.  00,  aeens 
to  have  superseded  this  system,  and  is  of 
such  pre-eminent  importance  ivith  ie» 
ference  to  the  subject  matter  of  pratenU 
investigation,  that  Your  Committee  have 
inserted  large  Extracts  from  it  in  the  Ap* 
pendix.  It  is  a  local  Act  applicable  to 
the  City  and  Liberties  of  Westminster, 
and  certain  other  Parishes  therein  named; 
and,  with  great  detail,  prescribes  the  du- 
ties of  Constables,  Beadles,  Patrolee  and 
Watchmen.  It  is  not  founded  upon  tha 
principle  of  10  Geo.  2,  c.  22,  which  relatct 
to  the  City  of  London,  and  which  entmlB 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  others  tha  whole 
ofthedetailsof  the  Nightly  Watch  aa  to 
numbers,  distribution,  wages  of  the  Wafech- 
meui  and  other  particulars,  but  it  Uate 
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the  discretionary  powers  of  the  difierent 
parochial  Authorities,  and>  with  the  most 
scrupulous  minuteness,  prescribes  the 
exact  manner  in  which  the  various  de- 
scriptions of  persons  employed  must  dis- 
charge their  duties^  and  defines  the  small- 
est num!)er  which  each  Parish  is  to  em- 
ploy, and  the  lowest  amount  of  wages  to 
be  paid.  It  details  the  manner  in  which 
misconduct  and  neglect  k  to  be  punished, 
and  meritorious  exertions  rewai;ded.  It  is 
observable,  that  both  these  Statutes  refer 
to  the  ancient  Statute  of  Watch  and  Ward, 
the  13ih  Edward  1,  and  •  recognize  the 
principle,  that  the  •  protection  of  every 
District  is  a  compulsory  duty  incumbent 
dh  the  inhabitants ;  and  therefore,  an  ex- 
press clause  is  inserted  in  each  of  these 
Acts,  to  discharge  from  this  duty  such  In- 
habitants as  shall  contribute  to  the  Rate 
for  defraying  the  expence  of  such  Watch 
and  Ward.  Other  Parishes  or  Hamlets 
are  governed  by  particular  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, authorizing  the  raising  of  Rates 
for  Watching  and  Lighting,  and/ vesting 
powers  in  certain  Commissioners  or  Ves- 
tries for  carrying  these  purposes  into 
effect ;  but  in  many  cases,  the  execution 
of  the  Law  is  extremely  defective,  and  in 
some  cases  the  power  of  raising  Money  is 
inadequate ;  in  others  the  full  amount  is 
not  levied ;  the  mode  of  Watching  gene- 
rally bad,  and  the  men  employed,  both  in 
number  and  ability,  wholly  inefficient  for 
the  purpose. 

In  other  Parishes  there  is  no  Legislative 
provision,  and  upon  the  whole,  no  uniform 
system  prevails;  and  neither  the  Magis- 
tracy, or  the  Government,  have  at  present 
any  connection  whatever  with  the  state  of 
the  Watch,  and  no  controul  or  superin- 
tendence over  it. 

It  would  appear  that  this  Statute  of  the 
H  Geo.  S,  c.  QO,  has  been  very  little 
known,  or  very  loosely  examined  and 
considered,  for  many  of  the  Witnesses 
whom  we  have  examined,  and  many  of 
the  projects  which  have  been  submitted 
to  our  consideration  suggest,  as  valuable 
improvements,  the  very  principles,  and 
very  details,  which  are  enforced  by  sub- 
stantive enactment  in  this  very  Statute. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  much  would 
be  done  by  merely  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  the  H  Geo.  3,  to  the  adjacent 
Parishes  in  and  near  the  Metropolis,  which 
should  be  particularly  described,  pro- 
vided it  were  duly  executed  ;  but  they 
are  convinced  that  it  may  receive  very 
beneficial  amendoienti,  for  the  dctaili  of 
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which  they  would  refer  to  the  Appendix, 
stating  here  only,  that,  in  many  instances, 
it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to  gfve 
powers  for  levying  a  higher  Rate  than  is 
now  allowed,  in  order  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  arising  from  an  increase  of  the 
numbers  or  wages  of  the  persons  employed 
in  different  capacities  in  the  Nightly 
Watch ;  Your  Committee  being  strongly 
impressed  with  the  opinion  of  the  expe* 
diency,  if.not  necessity,  of  Felieving  the 
Watch  once  at  least  in  the  night. 

But  the  main  improvement. of  ^is  Law 
would -consist  in  creating  a  superintending 
Power,  to  whose  discretion  should  be  en- 
trusted the  dismissal  of  the  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  Parochial  Authorities  in 
cases  of  misconduct,  negligence  or  in- 
ability, and  to  whom  it  sboiild  belong  to 
enforce  generally,  if  necessary,  the  due 
execution  of  this  Act;  for,  with  all  the 
other  proposed  amendments,  it  cannot 
escape  observation,  that  the  system  would 
still  remain  imperfect,  and  very  inferior 
in  efficacy  to  that  which  subsists  within 
the  City  of  London  (properly  so  called) ; 
there  still  would  remain  that  want  of 
unity,  that  want  of  dependence  of  parts 
on  each  other,  that  want  of  a  general 
superintepdence  and  controul,  without 
which  every  system  of  governmerU  mva% 
be  imperfect. 

.  Your  Committee,  considering  with  this 
view  whether  there  are  any  public  Bodies 
or  individuals  already  known  to  the  laws, 
and  vested  with  judicial  and  administrative 
powers,  and  on  whom  might  conveniently 
be  imposed  the  duty  of  connecting  in 
some  degree  the  scattered  Parochial  Au- 
thorities, have  naturally  found  their  atten- 
tion directed  to  the  several  Boards  of  Ma- 
gistracy which  have  been  created  by  the 
32  Geo.  3,  c.  53. 

This  Act,  reciting  that  a  regular  at- 
tendance of  fit  Magistrates  at  certain 
known  places,  and  at  stated  hours,  was 
much  wanted,  establishes  seven  Boards  of 
Magistracy  in  various  parts  of  the  Metre* 
polls. 

These  Boards  of  Magistracy  have  in 
common  parlance  obtained  the  name  ot 
Police  Offices,  although  neither  by  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  nor  by  the  nature 
of  their  duties  as  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
have  they  any  superintendence  whatever 
in  matters  of  preventive  and  parochial 
Police,  or  any  necessary  knowledge  of  the 
principles  on  which  the  several  inde- 
pendent unconnected  Parishes  act,  or  of 
the  details  by  which  the  Peace  and  good 


Izsf) 


APPENDIX. 


B^ort  «m  Me  Ni^Ufy  Mrtdk 


CIPB 


Order  of  the  Metropolis  are  endeavoured 
to  be  maintained;  nor  have  they  any 
means  of  obtaining  this  knowledge^  except 
incidentally,  in  consequence  of  persons 
being  brought  before  them  charged  with 
disorderly  conduct,  or  suspected  of  haying 
committed  crimes.  They  merely  con- 
atitute  the  first  stage  in  the  administration 
of  Criminal  Jurisprudence.  It  would 
seem  to  be  extraordinary,  that  in  such  a 
Metropolis  as  London,  there  should  be  no 
Office  in  which  information  is  collected, 
from  which  intelligence  can  be  obtained 
as  to  the  state  of  the  Police.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
has  not,  necessarily,  any  knowledge  on 
this  subject,  nor  has  he  the  means  of  ob- 
taining any  such  knowledge,  except  with 
reference  to  crimes  committed,  or  of  dis- 
turbances which  have  arisen,  or  of  the 
number  of  informations  or  committals 
which  have  taken  place  during  any  given 
period. 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  persuad- 
ed, that  the  greatest  advantages  would 
arise  from  making  use  of  these  Boards  of 
Magistracy,  even  if  it  were  for  no  other 
purpose,  than  as  constituting  centres  to 
which  information  might  habitually  and 
constantly  be  communicated,  and  daily 
Reports  made  from  the  several  Parishes 
aituated  within  the  District,  which,  for 
the  sake  of  mutual  convenience,  is  con- 
sidered as  assigned  to  each  of  these  seven 
Police  Offices. 

By  means  of  this  system  of  daily  Re- 
port, detailing  the  number  and  description 
of  the  persons  employed  on  the  Watch 
during  the  preceding  night,  and  the  oc- 
currences which  may  have  taken  place 
while  they  were  so  on  duty,  the  Magis- 
strates  would  be  informed  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  proposed  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment had  been  complied  with ;  and  also 
of  the  stale  of  order,  or  disorder,  which 
might  prevail  in  the  various  Parishes  with- 
in their  district. 

But  Your  Committee  further  propose  as 
a  means  of  superintendence  and  controul, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  in  some 
degree  the  correctness  of  such  Reports, 
and  of  ascertaining  the  fitness  as  well  as 
good  conduct  of  the  persons  so  employed, 
that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  some  of  the 
principal  Officers  attached  to  the  several 
Boards  of  Magistracy  (generally  known 
by  the  name  of  Police  Officers)  to  go 
rounds  according  to  some  rotation,  to  be 
settled  during  the  night,  and  to  visit  the 
several  Watch-hooiea  within  their  district. 


and  report  in  the  morning  to  th« 
to  which  they  are  attached,  m  to  tho  yimm 
lance,  good  conduct,  and  fitnaw  of  tta 
Constables,  Beadles,  Patroles,  and  Waidb> 
men,  on  duty  during  the  night. 

It  is  also  proposed  that  it  shoidd  be  Iba 
duty  of  the  High  Constable  within  the 
several  divisions,  occasionally  to  naki 
similar  visitations  and  Reports,  and  with 
this  view,  it  might  perhaps  be  adyisabie 
to  attach  to  them  a  certain  nnmber  ef 
Assistants,  who  might  be  stipendimrj  eA> 
cers,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Co— ty 
Rate,  or  out  of  some  Rate  to  bo  leviad 
within  each  respective  divisieil  to  wUch 
they  belong. 

Nor  are  these  the  only  means  hjr  wbicl 
it  is  proposed  to  fbmiib  the  Boards  ef 
Magistrates  with  information  respecting 
the  state  of  the  Metropolis  as  to  its  Piaiice« 
and  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  pa- 
rochial Authorities  execnte  the  powen 
entrusted  to  them ;  but  it  is  lintner  W9» 
commended,  that  the  ezcelleDt  provlsiens 
of  the  Statute  of  14  Geo.  S,  Cs  00^  shoidd 
be  extended. 

This  is  the  Sututa  which  Yoar  Cenunit* 
tee  have  before  alluded  to  as  applicable 
to  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Westaioiler, 
and  certain  other  Parishes  therein  flawed, 
and  which,  after  having  prescribed  the 
general  outline  of  the  manner  in  which 
Watch  is  to  be  kept,  directs  that  the  ta- 
veral  parochial .  Authorities  shall^ 
and  make  more  detailed  roles  and 
lations  for  the  instruction  and  gaidi 
of  the  Constables,  Beadles,  Platroles^ 
Watchmen. 

These  detailed  Instructions  are  direcS* 
ed  to  be  written  or  printed,  and  deliwMod 
to  each  of  such  persons  respectively. 

Your  Committee  would  further  propoes, 
(hat  copies  of  such  Roles  and  Regalatiens 
should  also  be  transmitted  to  the  Pelice 
Office  of  the  district  for  their  information, 
that  the  principal  Officers  attached  So  each 
Office  may,  in  their  nightly  visitations,  be 
able  to  judge,  whether  such  RegolatienB 
are  properly  complied  with.  Copies  also 
of  these  Kegolations  should,  4a  womm 
convenient  manner,  be  affixed  to  the  walb 
in  each  Watch-house. 

By  means  such  as  these,  the  aeveral 
Boards  of  Magistrates  would  acouire  soeh 
a  degree  of  knowledge,  as  wonld  enable 
them  to  give  instructions  to  their  princi- 
pal Officers  for  their  conduct  during  their 
visitations,  and  would  enable  them  fiar* 
ther  to  exercise,  with  correctness^  the 
power  which  shoidd  be  gifcn 
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displacing  such  of  the  Watchmen  or 
Patroles  as  appear  to  be  unfit,  from  bodily 
infirmity,  or  from  negligence'  or  miscon- 
duct. 

Having  thus  collected  at  each  reipec- 
tive  Police  Office  a  great  mass  of  infor- 
mation, as  to  the  principles  and  details 
by  which  the  good  order  and  security  of 
their  district  is  endeavoured  to  be  main- 
tained, and  having  thus  called  into  acti- 
vity the  attention  of  a  great  number  of 
persons  as  to  matters  of  preventive  Police, 
and  introduced  that  system  of  superin- 
tendence and  controul  which  may  keep 
alive  and  continue  the  activity  and  vigi- 
lance which  has  thus  been  excited,  it  would 
still  appear  that  the  system  would  be  im- 
perfect unless  this  intbrmation,  thus  col- 
lected at  each  of  the  seven  respective 
Boards  of  Magistracy,  was  accumnlated  at 
some  one  central  point,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  the  means  of  comparing 
the  occurrences  and  transactions  and  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
Town,  and  of  forming  estimates  from  the 
comparison  of  such  facts,  of  the  probable 
means  for  the  efiectual  prevention  of 
crimes,  or  for  the  detection,  pursuit,  ap- 
prehension, and  conviction  of  criniinals. 

It  should  seem,  that  the  Office  at  Bow- 
street,  which  is  wholly  unconnected  with 
either  of  the  seven  Offices,  might  form  the 
proper  centre,  to  which  this  various  infor- 
mation should  be  transmitted. 

It  would  probably  be  necessary,  consi- 
dering the  great  pressure  of  business  which 
devolves  on  that  Office,  to  attach  to  it 
some  fit  person,  whose  immediate  duty  it 
should  be  to  compare  and  digest  such  in- 
formation, for  the  purpose  of  being  com- 
municated to  that  Board  of  Magistrates, 
and  also  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Home  Department. 

Your  Committee  have  dwelt  the  longer 
on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  as  they 
deeply  feel  the  necessity  of  introducing 
some  system  which  may  give  unity  and 
connection  to  the  scattered  parts  of  which 
the  Metropolis  consists ;  and  which  may, 
by  introducing  more  means  of  superin- 
tendence, and  more  means  of  knowledge, 
secure  a  due  execution  of  the  Laws,  and 
above  all  things,  may  secure  that  active 
vigilance  and  precaution  which  may  lessen 
the  number  of  Criminals  by  rendering  it 
difficult  to  commit  crimes. 

Although  Your  Committee  consider  this 
part  of  the  subject  to  be  of  pre-eminent 
importance,  and  as  some  of  the  witnesses 
have  said«   to  be  all  in  all,   yet  diere 


are  several  other  measaret  which  may 
come  in  aid  of  this  System  and  may 
conduce  materially  to  tne  prevention  of 
crimes. 

With  this  view.  Your  Committee  adfitt 
to  the  Police  Office  which  has  been  esta- 
blished at  Wapping,  called  The  Thames 
Police  Office,  for  the  detection  of  felonies, 
&c.  committed  on  the  Rivor  Thames. 
The  Magistrates  of  this  Office  have  abo 
a  jurisdiction  co-extensive  with  the  other 
Magistrates. 

Your  Committee  are  fully  convinced  of 
the  beneficial  effects  which  have  been  de* 
rived  from  this  Establishment;  the  in* 
creased  protection  which  has  been  afford* . 
ed  to  every  species  of  property  on  the 
River,  furnishes  the  strongest  proof  of  its 
utility.  But  it  is  stated  to  your  Commil- 
tee,  that  the  Funds  of  this  Office  are  H 
present  inadequate  for  such  an  increased 
Establishment  as  would  be  necessary  to 
guard  the  valuable  property  on  the  rari* 
ous  wharfs  and  line  of  Kiver  from  London 
Bridge  to  Battersea ;  added  to  which,  at 
certain  periods  of  the  tide,  the  communi* 
cation  between  the  parts  of  the  River 
aboye  and  below  London  Bridge  is  so  in* 
terrupted,  that  during  several  hours  the 
upper  part  of  the  River  is  consequently 
open  to  great  depredation.  It  is  there* 
fore  recommended  that  an  additional 
number  of  boats  should  be  provided,  )o* 
cally  applicable  to  that  part  of  the  River 
above  the  Bridge. 

It  has  also  been  represented,  that  the 
great  and  increasing  population  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Greenwich  requires  ano«^ 
ther  Police  Office  on  that  side  of  the 
River.  Your  Committee  are  informed, 
that  it  is  now  in  the  contemplation  of 
government  to  remove  the  Thames  Police 
Office  to  the  Surrey  side  for  that  pur* 
pose  :  this  might  then  be  made  the  Of- 
fice for  an  eighth  division,  comprehending 
Greenwich,  and  the  other  surrounding 
Parishes. 

It  has  also  been  represented  to  Your 
Committee,  that  the  most  notorious  Pick* 
pockets  and  other  reputed  Thieves  are 
permitted  to  frequent  the  public  avenues 
of  the  Town  with  impunity,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  provisions  of  SQ  Geo.  3,  made  for 
the  purpose  of  their  apppehension :  but 
the  Law,  as  it  now  stands,  does  not  autho- 
rize the  Officer  to  apprehend  them,  unless^ 
first,  they  are  seen  in  some  public  avenue; 
secondly,  unless  they  are  reputed  thieves; 
and  thirdly,  unless  they  are  on  the  spot 
with  the  inlem  to  commit  a  felony  :  tbif 
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can  be  proved  only  by  some  overt  act 
which  they  are  seen  to  commit,  such  as 
hustling,  attempting  the  pocket,  or  the 
like.  It  has  been  suggested,  that  if  fur- 
tlw  powers  were  given  by  the  legislature, 
the  apprehensionoTthese  offenders  would  be 
greatly  facilitated;  but  on  the  other  hand. 
It  has  not  occurred  to  Your  Committee 
that  the  powers  already  given .  could  be 
enlarged  consistently  with  the  general  li- 
berty of  the  subject.  Doubts,  however, 
have  arisen  on  the  construction  of  this  Act, 
and  the  subsequent  Act  of  51  Geo.  3,  whe- 
ther they  extend  to  the  City  of  London 
(properly  so  called),  which  is  stated  to 
Your  Committee  to  be  at  present  the  re- 
sort of  many  reputed  thieves,  from  the 
shelter  afforded  by  the  operation  of  the 
Act  being  understood  to  be  so  limited ;  it 
seems  therefore  desirable  that  it  should  be 
amended  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  at  present  very  difficult  to  prosecute 
to  conviction  the  Receivers  of  stolen 
goods;  but  Your  Committee  think  that 
the  evil  would  be  much  checked,  and  less 
facility  would  be  afforded  in  the  removal 
of  stolen  property,  if  the  Law  with  respect 
to  the  execution  of  Search  Warrants  were 
amended,  and  the  officer  enabled  to  put 
them  in  force  as  well  by  night  as  by  day, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Magistrates; 
which  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  suggest 
Co  the  future  consideration  of  the  House. 

It  has  been  proved  to  your  Committee, 
that  Hackney  Coaches  frequently  are  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  stolen  ptoperty  in 
the  nighty  and,  to  avoid  detection,  the  iron 
plate  with  the  proper  number  of  the  coach 
is  frequently  taken  off^  and  another  sub- 
stituted during  the  time  they  are  in  wait- 
ing; this  might  in  some  degree  be  reme- 
died by  directing  the  proper  number  to  be 
Sainted  on  the  pannel  of  the  coach,  or 
y  some  similar  regulation. 

Your  Committee  folly  agree  in  the  re- 
commendation of  a  former  Committee  (28 
Report  Finance)  that  the  Magistrates 
should  have  further  means  of  rewarding 
their  different  Officers  for  any  extraordi- 
nary activity  and  exertions,  in  such  a 
manner  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
might  require.  If.  this  power  was  given 
to  a  limited  extent,  it  appears  to  Your 
Committee,  that  the  Police  Officers  might 
be  precluded  in  future  from  participating 
]n  the  rewards  given  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  rewards  are  usually  divided 
l>etween  the  prosecutor  and  all  the  wit- 
nesses; the  Police  Officer  has  only  a 
mall  »bare  of  them;    bat  this  circum- 


stance sometimes  operates  against  hb 
dit  as  a  witness,  and  to  the  defeat  of  pnblio 
justice:  it  seems  desirable  therefora^  that 
as  a  public  Officer,  he  should  be  free  fitOM 
any  such  imputation,  and  that  his  atnrices 
would  be  be'st  rewarded  by  the  liagit* 
trates,  without  depending  on  the  ceoTie- 
tion  of  the  Offender. 

The  great  increasing  ezpence  attending.' 
all  criminal  prosecutions  has  been  tndy 
stated  to  be  a  great  source  of  the  inpn* 
nity,  and  consequently  of  the  increase  of 
crimes;  and  it  seems  highly  dtterring 
the  attention  of  the  Le^isuitnre,  whether 
the  expences  of  prosecution  to  a  limited  ez*  . 
tent,  and  in  particular  cases,  which  may  be 
specified,  might  not  with  propriety  be  de« 
frayed  out  of  the  Parish  Rates,  or  tome 
other  general  fund.  Your  Committee 
think  that  such  a  Regulation  wonid  mate« 
rially  tend  to  an  increased  activity  in  the 
prevention  and  prosecution  of  omnden^ 
and  the  great  relief  of  individuals  on 
whom  these  depredations  are  committed. 

The  Petitions  from  the  licenced  Fnbli« 
cans,  with  regard  to  the  stealinst  of  Pewter 
Pots,  having  been  referred  to  Yonr  Cosa*^ 
mittee,  they  have  heard  evidence  on  the 
subject,  and  find  the  extent  of  the  evil  to 
be  great,  notwithstanding  the  acTerity  of 
the  existing  Law ;  but  it  does  not  oocor 
to  them,  that  the  interest  of  the  Petitiomn 
can  be  so  well  guarded  by  any  new  Act 
of  the  Legislature,  as  by  Regulations  which 
they  are  competent  to  make  among  then* 
selves. 

Having  thus  adverted  to  these  snbjscU^ 
which  are  most  of  them  more  or  leas  imi* 
mately  connected  with  the  immediate  ob» 
jectof  their  enquiries.  Your C!ommittee can* 
not  conclude  their  Report  without  mentioB* 
ing  the  incongruity  which  subsists  ia  the 
system  for  the  government  of  the  MMre- 
polis,  owing  to  the  Chief  «md  other  Blegis- 
trates  of  the  City  of  London,  which  is  si* 
tuated  in  the  centre  of  the  metropolis,  beiqg 
unable  to  pursue,  by  thsir  warrants*  be- 
yond the  local  limilsof  theCity  ofLondsB^ 
(properly  so  called)  goods  which  may 
have  been  stolen  within  the  limits  off  the 
City,  and  may  have  been  removed  beyond 
these  limits.  Your  Committee  conceive* 
that  the  warrant  of  the  Citjr  Magistrates 
should  have  operation,  without  being 
backed  by  any  other  Magistrate,  within  a 
circle  of  five  miles  from  the  Boyal  Ex- 
change; and  that  warrants  signed  by 
County  Magistrates  within  five  miles  of 
the  Royal  Exchange,  should  operate 
within  toe  local  limits  of  the  City^  wUIip 
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out  being  backed  by  the  City  Magistrates. 
Your  Comraittee  conceive,  that  iuch  an 
intercommunity  of  jurisdiction  could  not 
be  considered  as  affecting  any  of  the  valu- 
able exclusive  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the 
City,  particularly  if  it  was  limited  to  defi- 
nite cases. 

Whatever  the  feelings  or  opinion  of  the 
Legislature  might  be  upon  this  point.  Your 
Committee  have  conceived  that  they  could 
not  avoid,  after  the  evidence  they  had 
received,  directing  their  attention  to  the 
flubject. 

Your  Committee  are  aware  that  there 
are  many  other  points  which  may  be  con* 
sidered  as  intimately  connected  with  the 
subject  of  Police,  and  to  which  they  might 
have  directed  their  attention  ;  there  are 
many  branches  of  the  Criminal  I^aw^  many 
circumstances  connected  with  the  modes 
in  which  such  Law  is  administered  ;  the 
periods  for  which  offenders  may  be  impri- 
soned, the  places  in  which  they  may  be 
confined,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
may  be  returned  again  upon  the  commu* 
nity  atYer  the  period  of  their  imprisonment 
may  be  elapsed  ;  all  which  subjects  may 
be  considered  as  intimately  connected 
with  Police,  as  they  operate  strongly  both 
on  the  dispositions  which  induce  men  to 
commit  crimes,  and  on  those  previous  ar- 
rangements of  precaution  by  which  crimes 
may  be  prevented. 

But  as  these  subjects  have  been  referred 
to  other  Committees,  Your  Committee 
have  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  con« 
fine  their  Investigations  and  their  Obser- 
vations to  those  leading  principles  of  pre- 
ventive Superintendence  andControul,  and 
to  that  system  of  provident  Vigilance, 
which,  by  watching  assiduously  over  the 
interests  of  the  Community,  may  maintain, 
without  interruption,  its  good  Order  and 
Security. 

Since  Your  Committee  framed  their  Re- 
port, two  Reports,  made  in  the  years  1770 
and  1772,  on  the  same  Subject,  have  been 
referred  to  ;  and  Your  Committee  think  it 
their  duty  to  bring  them,  at  this  time,  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  Report. 

24.  March  1812. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  APPENDIX, 

No.  I. 

From  the  folio  edition  of"  The  Statutes  of 
the  Realm.'*  Printed  in  1810  by  Com- 
mand  of  His  Majesty;  under  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Pubh'c 
Records. — Vol.  I.  page  102. 
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AiCNonS*  Edwardi  L    A.  D.  1285. 

Statuta  Civitatis  London* 

Statutes  for  the  City  of  London. 

Ex  magno  Rot,  Stai,  in  TSirr,  Lond,  m.  42, 
in  Cedula.^'CTranslated.J 
These  be  the  Articles  which  our  Lord 
the  King  doth  command  to  be  well  kept  in 
his  City  of  London,  for  the  keeping  and 
maintenance  of  his  Peace. 

None  shall  walk  the  Streets  armed^  after 
Curfew,  Sec, 

First,  Whereas  many  evils,  as  Murders, 
Robberies  and  Manslaughters  have  been 
committed  heretofore  in  the  City  by  Night 
and  by  Day,  and  People  have  been  beaten 
and  evil  intrcated,  and  divers  other  Mis- 
chances have  befallen  against  his  Peace ; 
it  is  enjoined  that  none  be  so  hardy  to  b«' 
found  going  or  wandering  about  the  Streets 
of  the  City,  afler  Curfew  tolled  at  St.  Mar-^ 
tin's  le  Grand,  with  Sword  or  Buckler,  or 
other  Arms  for  doing  mischief,  or  whereof 
evil  suspicion  might  arise,  nor  any  in  any 
other  manner,  unless  he  be  a  great  man^ 
or  other  lawful  Person  of  good  repute,  or 
their  certain  Messenger,  having  their  War* 
rants  to  go  from  one  to  another,  with 
Lanthorn  in  hand.  And  if  any  be  found 
going  about  contrary  to  the  form  afore* 
said,  unless  he  have  cause  to  come  late  into 
the  City,  he  shall  be  taken  by  the  Keepers 
of  the  Peace  and  be  put  into  the  place  of 
confinement  appointed  for  such  Offenders ; 
and  on  the  morrow  he  shall  be  brought 
and  presented  before  the  Warden,  or  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  for  the  time  being,  and 
before  the  Aldermen  ;  and  according  at 
they  shall  find  that  he  bath  offended,  and 
as  the  Custom  is,  he  shall  be  punished. 

Taverns  shall  not  be  open  after  Curfew,  Sec. 

And  whereas  such  OITenders  as  afore- 
said going  about  by  Night,  do  commonly 
resort  and  have  their  Meetings  and  hold 
their  evil  talk  in  Taverns  more  than  else- 
where,  and  there  do  seek  for  shelter,  lying 
in  wait,  and  watching  their  time  to  do 
mischief;  it  is  enjoined  that  none  do  keep 
a  Tavern  open  for  Wine  or  Ale  after  the 
tolling  of  thd  aforesaid  Curfew ;  but  they 
shall  keep  their  Tavern  shut  afler  that 
hour,  and  none  therein  drinking  or  resort- 
ing ;  neither  shall  any  man  admit  others 
in  his  House  except  in  common  Taverns, 
for  whom  he  will  not  be  answerable  unto 
the  Kinff's  Peace.  And  if  any  Taverner 
be  found  doing  the  contrary,  the  first  time 
he  shall  be  put  in  pledge  by  his  Tavern 
drinking  cop^  or  by  other  good  pledge 
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there  found,  and  be  amerced  forty-pence ;  nithment,  at  their  ditcreUon^  and 
and  if  be  be  foand  a  second  time  offending,  ing  to  what  the  4*resi>as8  reqaireih. 
he  shall  be  amerced  half  a  mark;  and 
the  third  time  Ten  Shillings;  and  the 
fourth  time  he  shall  pay  the  whole  Penalty 
doable,  that  is  to  say.  Twenty  Shillings : 
And  the  fiflh  time  he  shall  be  forejudged 
of  his  Trade  for  ever. 


None  shall  teach  fencing  with  Buckler  in 

the  City. 

Also,  forasmuch  at  Fools  who  delight  in 
mischief,  do  learn  to  fence  with  Buckler, 
and  thereby  are  the  more  encouraged  to 
commit  their  follies;  it  is  provided  and 
enjoined  that  none  shall  hold  school  for, 
nor  shall  teach  the  art  of  fencing  with 
Buckler,  within  the  City,  by  night  or  by 
day ;  and  if  any  so  do,  he  shall  be  impri- 
soned for  forty  days. 


Foreigners  shall  not  be  Inn-keepen^ 
made  free  of  the  City. 

And  whereas  divers  Persona  do 
unto  the  City,  some  from  Parts  beyond  tho 
Sea,  and  others  of  this  LAnd,  and  do  then 
seek  shelter  and  refuge,  by  reaion  of  Ba- 
nishment out  of  their  own  Country,  or  who 
for  great  offence  or  other  misdeod  hare 
fled  from  their  own  Country;  and  ofthete 
some  do  become  Brokers,  Hoatelen,  aod 
Innkeepers  within  the  City,  for  DeniaaBa 
and  Strangers,  as  freely  as  though  they 
were  good  and  lawful  Men  of  the  Fran- 
chise  of  the  City ;  and  some  nothing  do 
but  run  up  and  down  through  the  atreolii 
more  by  night  than  by  day,  and  ore  well 
attired  in  cToathing  and  arrayf  and  ha? o 


their  food  of  delicate  meats  and  coallj  ; 

O&uders  shall  be  discharged  only  by  the  neither  do  they  use  any  craft  or  merebaa* 
Mayor,  &c.  dize,  nor  have  they  Umdi  or  Tonemciita 

And  whereas  Malefactors  taken   and    whereof  to  live,  nor  any  Friend  to  Bud 

them  ;  and  through  snch  Fenona  mamf 
perils  do  ofVen  happen  in  the  Gity,  ttid 
many  evils,  and  some  of  them  >ore  Ibui 
openly  offending,  as  in  Robberiea^  hropk« 
ing  of  Houses  by  nighty  Mardera^  and 
other  evil  deeds ;  it  is  provided  that  no 
Man  of  Foreign  Lands«  or  other  PMiob 
whatsoever,  shall  be  a  resiant  Innbeopfr 
or  Hosteler  in  the  City,  nnlea  ho  bo  o 
Freeman  of  the  City,  admitted  and  at 


arrested  for  Trespasses*  as  for  Batteries, 
spilling  of  Blood,  and  other  Offences 
against  the  Peace  of  our  Lord  the  King, 
and  for  evil  suspicion^  are  often  delivered 
too  easily,  by  reason  whereof,  others  the 
less  dreading  such  punishments  are  en- 
couraged in  their  follies,  and  in  often 
transgressing  against  the  Peace,  in  ex- 
pectation of  such  easy  deliverance ;  it  is 
provided  that  no  man  so  imprisoned  shall 

be  delivered  by  the  Sheriff;  nor  by  any  before  the  Warden  or  Mayor,  and  the 
Officer  under  him,  without  the  award  of  Alderman,  as  a  good  Man  and  traa,  and 
the  Warden  or  Mayor  for  the  time  being,  ^^at  he  have  good  testimony  fron  the 
and  of  the  Aldermen ;  unless  the  Trespass  Parts  whence  he  cometh,  that  he  bath 
be  very  small ;  and  then  good  and  solemn  ^e'*  ^^  lawfully  departed ;  aod  that,  ho 
mainprize  shall  be  taken,  and  of  Persons  fin<J  «afe  Pledges  justiceafole  befbro  the 
josticeable  before  the  Bailiffs  of  the  City,  »»»•>««  o^  the  City,  to  be  aniwerabk  to 
that  he  do  appear  before  the  said  Warden  **»«  "King's  Peace,  and  to  save  ih^  CitiMOi 
or  Mayor,  and  the  Aldermen,  at  a  certain  ^^  ^^^  C»'y  barmless. 
day,  to  receive  award  and  judgment  ac-  Admission  of  Broken, 

cording  to  his  Trespass.  And  there  shall  be  no  Broker  in  Che 

Aldennen  shall  secure  OfTenders  in  their    City,  except  those  who  are  admitted  and 
respective  Wards..  sworn  before  the  Warden  or  Mayor*  and 

Moreover  it  is  provided,  that  every  Al-    Aldermen. 


derman  in  his  Wardmote  shall  make  dili- 
j^ent  enquiry  concerning  such  Malefactors, 
resorting  to  and  abiding  in  his  Ward ;  and 
if  any  such  be  found  by  presentment  or 
indictment  of  the  good  Men  of  tho  Ward, 
or  by  evil  suspicion,  they  shall  straight  be 
attached  by  their  Bodies,  and  brought  be- 
fore the  Warden  or  Mayor,  and  the  Al- 


Punishment  of  Persons  acting  asficoka% 
Innkeepers,  &c«  contrary  hereto. 

And  all  that  are  Innkeepers*  Hoatoloiab 
and  Brokers  in  the  City,  contrary  to  tlio 
form  aforesaid,  from  one  month  uter  tho 
day  when  these  Articles  shall  be  read  and 
published  in  the  City,  shall  forego  tho 
same,  and  withdraw  theoiselves  th«t  thew 


dermen,  and  be  arraigned  of  that  whereof  do  so  no  more ;  and  if  any  be  foond  pu 

they  are  indicted  or  presented ;    and  they  fending  herein  after  the  said  month*  or  iipy 

who  cannot  acquit  themselves,  shall  be  other  of  whom  there  is  evil  suspicion  fiir 

pooished  by  imprisonment,  or  other  Pu-  his  ill  behaviour*  aa.for  bad  ComiMDjior 
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orby  goodavidenceofthe  Neigh  boorhood, 
he  shall  forthwith  bearrEsted  by  bis  Body 
by  ihe  Warden  or  Mayor,  or  the  Sheriffs, 
or  by  the  Alderman  in  whose  Ward  he 
shall  be  foutid,  and  shall  be  puiiiihed  ac- 
cording as  he  shall  be  found  to  hare 
transgressed  the  Form  aforesaid,  or  to  have 
otherwise  offended  ;  that  is  to  say.  Inn* 
keepers  and  Hostelers,  and  Brokers,  ihall 
be  for  ever  inadmissible  to  tlie  Franchise, 
and  awarded  to  Prison;  and  the  others 
sliall  be  punished  by  Impritonment,  or 
otherwise,  according  aa  the  offence  re- 
qujreth. 

Officers  executing  this  Act  Indemnified. 

The  King,  who  ivilleth  that  the  Peaca 
of  his  City  be  well  kept  among  «ll  Per- 
sons, baving  been  informed  that  his  SBJd 
Articles  are  not  observed,  neither  can  be, 
by  reason  that  hisOlUcers  h&ve  been  many 
times  accused  and  grievously  punished 
before  his  Autlitora  of  Plaints,  and  else- 
where in  his  Court,  for  imprisoning  and 
otherwise  punishing  Offenders  and  sus- 
pected Persons,  for  that  they  had  not  the 
King's  Warrant  for  sq  doing;  whereby 
the  said  Oflicerii  have  been  and  are  less 
bold  to  chastise  and  punish  OSender?,  and 
these  do  become  so  much  the  more  daring 
to  ofTend,  and  do  give  unto  others  the 
example  of  evil  doing,  to  the  great  peril 
of  the  City  and  great  encouragement  of 
Offi^nces;  he  doth  will  and  command, 
that  from  henceforth  none  of  his  0£Bcers 
shall  be  complained  of  before  his  Auditors 
of  Plaints,  or  elsewhere  in  his  court,  for 
any  imprisoning  or  other  punishing  of 
Offenders  or  Persons  suspected  of  evil; 
unless  it  be  that  any  OfTicef  should  do  so 
of  open  malice  and  for  his  own  revenge, 
or  for  the  revenge  of  another  tbat  malici- 
ously procureth  (he  same,  and  not  for  the 
keeping  of  the  Peace. 

And  the  King  willeth  that  these  provi- 
sjoiis,  and  the  additions,  be  well  and 
surely  kept  in  the  aforesaid  City,  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  Peace,  with  the 
amendments  thereof  when  it  ihall  please 
him  to  make  such,  for  the  profit  of  his 
City. 

No.  III. 
Anno  27"  Elizabeths,  Recirx. 

An  Act  for  the  good  Government  of  the 
City  and  Borough  of  Westminster,  in 
the  County  of  Middlesex. 

Forasmuch  as  by  erection  and  new 
building  of  divers  houses,  and  by  the 
parting  and  dividing  of  divers  teneotenls 
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within  thecity  or  borough  of  Westminster, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  same,  the  people 
thereof  are  greatly  increased,  and  being 
for  the  most  part  without  trade  or  mystery 
are  become  poor,  and  many  of  them 
wholly  given  to  vice  ajid  idleness,  living 
incontempt  of  all  manner  of  officers  within 
the  said  city,  for  that  their  power  to  cor- 
rect and  reform  them  is  not  sufficient  in 
law,  ai  in  that  behalf  were  meet  and  re- 
quisite; Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the 
Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  tbo 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  Sind  ths 
Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  u- 
■emhled.and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  the  said  city  or  borough  of  West- 
minster, the  Liberties,  Territaries,  and 
Precincts  of  the  same,  shall  be,  and  for 
ever  hereafter  continue  severed  and  di- 
vided, as  it  hath  been  accustomed,  into 
twelve  several  divisions,  to  be  called  or 
known  by  the  names  of  Wards,  the  luus 
to  be  and  continue  by  such  iimitG,  metes, 
and  divisions, as  heretofore  hath  been  com- 
monly taken  or  known. 

And  for  the  better  ordering  and  govern- 
ment  of  the  people  inhabiting  and  being 
within  all  and  every  the  wards  aforesaid, 
and  for  repressing  and  rooting  out  of  Tice 
there  used  ;  Be  it  further  ordained  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Dean  of  the 
Collegiate  Church  of  Saint  Peter's  of 
Westminster,  or  bis  successors,  or  the 
High  Steward  there  fur  the  time  being,  oi 
his  lawful  deputy,  shall  upon  Thursday  in 
Easter-week  next  after  the  end  of  this 
Session  of  Parliament,  and  so  yearly  for 
ever  hereafter,  nominate  and  elect  Twelve 
sufGcient  persons,  being  merchants,  ar- 
tificers, or  persons  using  any  trade  of  buy- 
ing or  telling  within  the  said  city  or  bo- 
rough, or  such  other  persons  as  shall  be 
willing  thereunto  and  inhabiting  within 
the  said  city  or  borough,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  same,  which  shall  be  called  by  the 
name  of  Burgesses;  unto  the  government 
of  every  which  Burgesses,  one  of  the  said 
twelve  wards  shall  be,  by  the  said  Dean, 
and  High  Steward,  or  his  lawful  deputy 
for  the  time  being,  appointed  and  limited; 
which  said  Twelve,  and  every  of  them, 
shall  accept  their  election,  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  bis  said  room  for  one  year  next 
ensuing,  and  so  from  year  to  year  during 
his  or  their  natural  lives,  if  they  shall  so 
long  inhabit  there,  except  for  some  of- 
fence or  misgovern  ment  by  them  or  any  of 
them  committed  ;  (and  unless  for  cause 
reasonably  proredj  they  shall  be  displaced 
by    the  Dean  of  Weitmioster  or  High 
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Steward  there  for  the  time  being ;  and  if 
any  person  or  persons  resiant,  and  so  no- 
minated^ shall  refuse  to  accept  the  said 
room,  he  shall  forfeit  Ten  Pounds  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  within  the  said  city  or  bo- 
rough of  Westminster,  and  to  be  levied  by 
the  Bailiff  of  the  liberties  of  the  said  Dean 
and  Chapter,  by  way  of  distress,  to  be 
taken  and  justified  to  the  use  aforesaid ; 
which  said  Twelve  Burgesses,  and  every 
of  them,  shall  receive  as  well  the  usual 
Oath  of  Supremacy,  as  also  a  corporal 
Oath  to  him  to  be  ministred  by  the  said 
High  Steward,  or  his  deputy,  in  open 
Court,  to  do  and  execute  all  things  to  them 
appointed  and  authorized  by  this  Act. 

And  for  the  more  aid  and  assistance  to 
perform  that  which  by  the  true  intent  of 
this  Statute  is  meant  to  be  performed.  Be 
it  ordained  by  the  authority  of  this  present 
Parliament,  That  the  said  Dean,  or  his 
successors,  or  the  said  High  Steward, 
or  his  lawful  deputy,  with  the  said  twelve 
Burgesses,  or  the  more  part  of  the  said 
Burgesses,  shall  within  ten  days  after  the 
election  and  choice  cf  the  said  twelve 
Burgesses,  nominate  and  elect  twelve 
othei*s,  able  persons,  inhabiting  within  the 
said  city  or  borough,  and  the  liberties 
thereof,  being  merchants,  artificers,  or 
using  any  trade  of  buying  or  selling  within 
the  said  city  or  borough,  or  any  other 
being  willing  thereunto  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
Assistants  to  the  said  twelve  Burgesses; 
and  that  they  shall  accept  the  same  charge 
upon  payment  of  Five  Pounds,  to  be  1e. 
vied  of  every  of  them  that  shall  refuse  the 
said  room  in  form  aforesaid,  to  be  employed 
as  aforesaid,  with  like  oaths  as  is  afore- 
said ;  and  shall  be  called  by  the  names  of 
Assistants  unto  the  said  twelve  Burgesses 
nominated  to  the  aforesaid  twelve  wards  ; 
unto  every  of  which  said  wards  one  of 
the  said  AssistanU  shall  be  appointed  for 
the  government  of  the  same  with  the  said 
Burgess;  which  said  twelve  Burgesses, 
and  the  said  tweWe  Assistants,  and  every 
two  of  them,  within  the  several  wards  to 
them  appointed  and  limited,  viz.  every 
Burgess,  together  with  his  Assistant,  shall 
and  may,  by  virtue  hereof,  do  and  deal 
in  every  thing  and  things  as  Aldermens 
deputies  in  the  city  of  London  lawfully 
do  or  may  do ;  and  every  of  the  said 
twelve  Assistants  shall  continue  in  their 
said  office  for  and  during  one  whole  year 
then  next  ensuing,  if  they  shall  continue 
their  habitation  within  the  said  city  or 
borough,  or  liberties  of  the  same ;  and  if 
any  of  the  said  twelve  Burgesses  or  Assist- 
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ants  shall  happen  to  die,  or  otherwiN^ 
upon  reasonable  cause,  to  be  remored  or 
displaced  from  his  said  office,  that  thn 
the  said  Dean  or  his  succeisora,  and  the 
High  Steward  for  the  time  being,  or  Im 
lawful  deputy,  shall  from  time  to  Ume,  at 
their  wills  and  pleasure,  nominate  and  ap- 
point any  other  meet  able  pemn  or 
persons  of  like  estate,  facalt^»  and  quality 
as  aforesaid,  inhabiting  within  the  laid 
city  or  borough,  and  the  liberties  of  iIr 
same,  to  supply  the  place  or  piacea  of 
such  of  the  said  Burgesses  or  Aseiatants  as 
shall  so  die,  or  be  moved  or  displaced,  who 
shall  continue  in  the  said  room  until  the 
Thursday  in  Easter-week  then  next  fol- 
lowing ;  and  that  such  person'  or  penoiu 
so  nominated  and  elected,  shall  accept 
and  exercise  the  same,  upon  paip  of  Five 
Pounds,  to  be  levied  and  employed  in 
form  aforesaid,  and  with  like  oaths,  as  is 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  an* 
thority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Dean  and 
his  successors,  or  the  High  Steward,  or  his 
lawfol  deputy,  for  ever  hereafter  yearly 
upon  Thursday  in  Easter-week  aforesaid, 
shall  nominate  and  appoint  two  persons 
out  of  the  twelve  Burgesses,  to  be  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  thelVo  Chief 
Burgesses,  to  continue  in  office  for  one 
year  then  next  following ;  which  office 
they  and  every  of  them  shall  accept  upon 
pain  of  Ten  Pounds  aforesaid,  to  be  pud 
as  aforesaid,  and  to  be  levied  by  way  of 
distress  to  the  use  aforesaid,  as  ia  before 
limited. 

And  for  due  reformation  of  the  inooil* 
veniences  and  disorders  which  shall  or 
may  happen  within  the  said  city,  bonngh 
or  liberties.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  aatho- 
rity  of  this  present  parliament.  That  aa  well 
the  said  Dean,  or  his  successors,  the  High 
Steward  aforesaid,  or  his  deputy,  aa  afio 
the  said  two  chief  Burgesses,  the  other  ten 
Burgesse/!,  or  any  four  or  three  of  then, 
whereof  the  said  Dean,  High  Steward,  or 
his  deputy,  or  one  of  the  said  two  chief 
Burgesses,  to  be  one  from  time  to  time 
for  ever  hereafter,  to  be  appointed  during 
their  said  office,  shall  and  may,  by  TirtBe 
of  tins  Act,  within  the  said  city  or  borough 
or  the  liberties  thereof,  hear,  exanine, 
determine,  and  punish,  according  to  the 
laws  of  this  Realm,  or  laudable  and  lawfol 
custom  of  the  city  of  London,  all  matters 
of  incootinencies,  common  scolds,  and  of 
inmates,  and  common  annoyances;  and 
likewise  that  they  shall  have  authority  to 
commit  to  prison  such  persons  as  within 
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the  said  city  shall  offend  against  the 
peace,  and  thereol'shall  give  notice  within 
four  and  twenty  hours  after  to  some 
Justices  of  Peace  within  the  county  of 
Middlesex. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  all  good  Orders 
and  Ordinances  to  be  made  by  the  said 
Dean  and  High  Steward,  with  the  assent 
of  the  Burgesses  and  Assistants  for  the 
time  being,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  for 
or  concerning  the  government  of  the  said 
inhabitants,  not  repugnant  to  th^  dueen's 
Majesty's  prerogative,  nor  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  Realm,  shall,  by  virtue  of 
this  Act,  stand  in  full  force  and  strength. 

Provided,  that  this  Act,  or  any  thing 
therein  contained,  shall  not  be  prejudicial 
to  the  Steward,  Marshal,  or  Coroner  of 
the  Queen's  Majesty's  Household,  nor  to 
the  authority  of  Justices  of  Peace  within 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  nor  to  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Westminster,  or  their  suc- 
cessors, nor  to  the  High  Steward  there,  or 
his  deputy  for  the  time  being,  nor  to  the 
Mayor,  »Society,  and  Clerk  of  the  Staple, 
High  Constable,  Bailiff  of  the  Liberty, 
Town  Clerks,  nor  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Mar- 
ket, nor  to  any  search  to  be  made  by  any 
other  officer  in  the  said  city  or  borough  of 
Westminster  now  being,  or  that  at  any 
time  hereafter  shall  be,  not  being  contrary 
to  the  true  meaning  of  this  present  Act. 

And  be  it  Declared  by  the  authority  of 
this  Act,  That  they  and  every  of  them, 
their  deputies  and  assigns,  shall  and  may 
have,  take  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges, 
authorities,  benefits  and  profits,  unto  them 
or  their  said  office  belonging,  from  time 
to  time,  for  ever  hereafter  in  as  ample  wise, 
as  they  or  any  of  them  have  had,  taken 
and  enjoyed  the  same  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore, not  being  contrary  to  the  true  mean- 
ing of  this  present  Act. 

Provided  always.  That  if  it  shall  happen 
at  any  lime  hereafter,  that  the  Dean  of 
Westminster  aforesaid,  or  his  successors, 
and  the  said  High  Steward  for  the  time 
being,  and  his  lawful  deputy,  and  every 
of  them,  be  remiss  or  negligent  in  choos- 
ing and  nominating  of  the  Burgesses  afore- 
said, at  the  time  before  limited,  that^hen 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  two  Justices 
of  Peace  within  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
whereof  one  to  be  of  the  (Quorum,  to  nomi- 
nate and  choose  the  said  Burgesses,  being 
such  persons  as  aforesaid  ;  who  being  so 
nominated  and  chosen  by  the  said  justices, 
shall  occupy  and  enjoy  the  said  rboms, 
upon  the  pains  aforesaid,  and  have  and 


enjoy  sucb  liberties  in  all  respects,  at 
if  they  had  been  nominated  and  ctiosen  by 
the  said  Dean  and  High  Stevvard  as  afore- 
said. 

Provided  also.  That  all  such  Burgesses 
as  aforesaid,  which  hereafter  shall  be  cho- 
sen as  aforesaid,  to  serve  in  any  of  the  said 
rooms  or  places,  shall  not  be  compellable 
by  this  Act  to  remain  in  the  said  office  or 
room  above  the  space  of  one  whole  year 
next  afler  sucb  choice  or  election  ;  and  all 
such  persons  as  shall  for  refusal  of  any  of 
the  said  offices,  pay  any  the  sums  afore- 
said shall  not  be  nominated  again  to  anj 
of  the  said  places  within  the  space  of  fiye 
years  then  next  following. 

And  forasmuch  as  there  be  diTers 
houses,  tenements  and  buildings  within  the 
liberties  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancaster,  of 
the  which  said  houses,  tenements  and 
buildings  there  are  certain  which  are  lying 
and  being  within  the  city  or  borough  of 
Westminster,  and  divers  of  the  same  are 
next  adjoining  to  the  said  city  or  borough^ 
and  yet  the  inhabitants  within  the  said 
liberties  of  the  said  Dutchy  are  not  sub- 
ject to  the  government  or  jurisdiction  of 
Westminster,  but  have  liberties  and  fran* 
chises  distinct  and  divided  by  themselves: 
And  to  the  intent  that  one  uniforni  go- 
vernment may  be  in  both  the  said  liberties 
of  Westminster  and  the  Dutchy  in  the 
places  aforesaid  ;  Be  it  Enacted  by  the 
Authority  of  this  present  Parliament, 
That  the  Chancellor  or  Steward  of  the 
Dutchy  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the 
like  power  and  authority  by  virtue  of  this 
Act  in  all  things,  as  the  Dean  of  West- 
minster, and  the  High  Steward  of  the  same 
have  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  for  the  better 
government  of  the  inhabitants  within  the 
liberties  of  the  said  Dutchy,  being  and 
next  adjoining  to  Westminster  as  is  afore- 
said* 

Provided  always,  that  this  Act,  or  any 
thing  or  matter  therein  contained,  shall 
not  extend  to  the  Church  or  College  of 
Westminster,  nor  to  the  Close  of  West- 
minster, nor  to  any  person  or  persons  in- 
habiting within  the  site,  circuit,  or  precinct 
of  the  said  Church,  College  or  Close,  for 
any  offence  or  mis-government  to  be  com- 
mitted by  them  or  any  of  them  within  the 
site,  circuit  or  precinct  of  the  said  Church, 
College,  or  Close,  or  city  or  borough  of 
Westminster ;  and  that  this  Act,  nor  any 
thing  therein  contained,  shall  extend  to 
give  any  authority,  jurisdiction,  or  power 
to  the  said  Burgesses,  te  hear,  examine 
and  determine  any  thing  by  virtue  of 


tlXXTli] 


APPENDIX. 


'Report  OH  (Ae  N^htly  WaUk 


this  Act,  without  tbe  consent  of  the  nid 
DgBD,  or  of  [he  said  Hieh  Stenard,  or  hit 
lawtiil  deputy,  or  in  the  absence  of  the 
•aid  Dean,  High  Steward  or  his  lawfol 
deputy,  then  with  tbe  only  pr««ence  and 
content  of  the  Town  Clerb  there  for  the 
time  being,  and  not  otherwise. 

And  that  this  Act  to  continue  nnto  the 
end  of  the  parliaraent  next  follewing. 

Provided  also.  Thai  the  Searcher  for 
the  time  being  of  the  Sanctuary  of  Weit- 
niDaler,  shall  have  and  enjoy  within  the 
Sanctuary  of  Weatminsier,  the  execution 
and  serving  of  all  procetB,  commandnienis, 
and  warraQls,  and  the  attachments,  and 
apprehensions  of  all  manner  of  ofienders 
within  the  Sanctuary  afoTCsaid,  and  within 
th«  site,  circuit,  and  precinct  thereof,  in 
at  ample  manner  and  form  as  if  this  Act 
bad  neter  been  had  or  made. 
Certain  ORDERS  and  ORDINANCES* 
made  the  2Tth  May  in  the  27th  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  Soveraiene  Lady 
Elizabetha,  Scc.bythe  Rich t  Honor- 
able Sir  William  Cecill,  oF  the  Most 
noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  Knight, 
and  Baron  of  Burleigh,  Lord  Trea< 
surer  of  England,  and  High  Steward 
of  the  Ciiy  and  Biirrough  of  West- 
minsler;  and  the  Right  Worshipful 
Mr.    Gabriel    Goodman,  DoQtor    of 
Divinity,    Dean    of    the    Collegiate 
Church  nf  St.  Peter's  in  Westminster 
aforesaid;  with  theaaaeniaof  Thomaa 
Fuwler  and  John  Fisher,  then  being 
Chief  Burgesses  of  the  said  City  or 
Burrough ;    and  alsoe  with  the  like 
assents  of  the  other  Ten  Burgesses; 
and  alsoe  with  assents  of  their  Assis- 
tants, according  to  the  Statute  lately 
made  and  provided  for  the  good  go- 
vernment of  the  said  City  or  Burrow 
of  Westminster :  viz. 
1.  Item,  That  all  and  every  person  or 
pemoni  which  at  this  present  have  dwelling 
or  inhabiting  within  any  his  or  her  or  their 
house  or  houses,  or  in  any  part  or  parcel 
thereof,    any    inmates    or  under-tenants, 
the    said    inmates   or  under-tenants  and 
every  of  them  shall  avoid  and  quietly  de- 
part from  every  such  house  and  houses  at 


*  It  is  hoped  that  the  House  will  ex- 
cuse the  length  of  the  following  Ordi- 
nances, as  they  are  extremely  descriptive 
of  the  plain  simplicity  and  integrity  of 
our  Ancestors,  as  well  as  capable  of  af- 
fording much  uieful  informi^oa  ibr  the 
prcMut  time. 


or  belnre  the  feast  day  of  Sl  Hiehaall  ihl 

Arcbangell  next  eniaing,  upon  paiawlkM 
every  person  and  persons  tbU  ahall  taHp 
or  HufTer  any  such  inmaie  or  nnder-taMM 
to  inhabit  or  dwell  in  any  hii  bar  or  tMr 
house  or  houses  after  tb«  ni<l  fuM  dbj, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  week  aSm^ 
ing,  touching  the  premueit  tonaUllia^ 

2.  Item,  If  any  pervon  w  pemaa  M^ 
ing  the  trade  of  buying  and  Mllipf  My 
victuals  or  wares  by  any  weighta  or  ih^ 
i>urei,  and  shall  be  found  ta  nave  at  any 
time  hereafter,  either  Talis  or  ni  '  ' ' 
ballance,  or  folse  or  nnlawfbll  ^ 
or  ineasures,  against  the  Inn  < 
tutei  of  this  Realm,  the  same  ib 
by  the  officer  finding  the  same  tw  d 
and  the  owner  thereof  shall  be  con 
to  prison,  there  to  remaine  by  tha  apace  af 
twenty-four  hours,  and  to  pay  for  arary 
time  soe  offending  twenty  shillinga. 

3.  Item,  If  any  Baker  or  Brewar  aMI 
put  to  sale  any  bread  beer  or  ale  wkbin  tba 
said  City  or  Burrough,  not  beiH^  lawM 
or  good,  or  wantin^m  weight,  or  in  tvifa 
contrary  to  the  weight  and  asaixe  tb'eran 
commonly  used  and  allowed  irithTn  tha 
city  of  London,  that  then  every  auch  Biu 
Iter  or  Brewer  shall  receive  and  bava  aoeb 
condigne  punishment  and  aoch  Ana  n4 
amerciament  as  shall  be  aaiasaed  fiir  tmirj 
time  soe  oflending,  according  to  the  Inn 
and  statutes  of  this  Realme,  and  alaa*  a» 
cording  to  the  custom  uaed  wiibin  tha 
city  of  London  in  thoee  caiea  from  time  la 
time. 

4.  Item,  If  any.Collier  iball  pat  t»  iria 
any  coals  in  sacka,  and  tbe  mat  aacfca  net 
being  lawfull.or  ifhissackorMcliaaboald 
be  found  to  be  lawfull,  and  not  being  MM 
with  coals  accordingly,  that  then  a 
such  Collier,  for  every  inch  ti 
fending  shall  be  committed  to  pi 
to  remain  by  tbe  space  of  M  boara;  aad 
all  his  delpciive  and  unlawfall  mcki  ikall 
be  burned  in  the  market  place,  and  to  rk* 
ceive  for  every  time  soe  oDendingaocbffi^ 
ther  punishment  at  is  used  within  Hm  rilf 

5.  Item,  If  any  Woodmonger  or  Bmrg^ 
mail  shall  put  to  sale  any  kind  of  wood  tt 
fueir  within  this  taid  city  or  boreogb.  tad 
the  said  wood  wanting  of  tbe  anige  at 
lowed  hy  the  Statute,  that  then  every  aodl 
Woodmonger  and  Bargeman  tfaall  reeana 
and  have  auch  condign  punitbmenii  Md 
pay  such  fine  for  every  lime  an  ofiftodingi 
as  by  the  Statute  and  the  cnKame  af  At 
city  of  London  in  tbeie  caHi  m  li 
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6.  Item.  That  the  Burgesses  and  their 
As.<ristaDts  of  the  City  or  Burroughs  and 
every  of  them^  according  to  their  several! 
divisions,  shall,  every  Saturday  during  all 
the  time  of  the  market,  attend  and  peruse 
the  same,  and  then  and  there  to  take  dili- 
gent care  and  heed,  that  the  Queen's  Ma- 
jesiie's  people  may  well  and  duely  be 
served  of  all  such  victuals  as  they  and 
every  of  them  shall  buy  in  the  said  market; 
and  if  any  of  the  said  Burgesses  or  Assis- 
tants shall  make  default  in  liot  performing 
the  premises,  that  then  he  soe  offending 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  time  soe  of- 
fending, without  just  cause  or  lawful  lett 
xijd. 

7.  Item,  If  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
receive  or  take  into  his  or  her  service  any 
servant  without  a  lawfull  testimonial!  in 
writing,  or  that  shall  put  away  such  ser- 
vant without  giving  to  him  or  her  lawfotl 
warning,  according  to  the  Statute,  that 
then  every  such  person  offending  herein 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  time  so  of- 
fending herein^  as  by  the  Statute  is  pro- 
vided ;  and  alsoe,  if  any  servant  shall  de- 
part from  the  service  of  his  or  her  roaster 
or  mistress,  without  just  cause  or  giving 
lawfull  warning,  or  not  having  a  lawfull 
testimoniall,  shall  then  be  punished  ac- 
cording to  the  said  Statute. 

8.  Item,  If  any  person  or  persons  shall 
at  any  time  hereafter  forestall,  regrate  or 
ingrosse  any  victuals,  or  any  kind  of  fuell, 
either  in  the  market,  or  being  brought 
towards  the  same,  that  then  every  such  of- 
fender shall  receive  and  have  such  condign 
punishment  as  by  the  Statute  in  that  case 
is  made  and  provided. 

9.  Item,  If  any  Butcher  or  any  other 
person  or  persons  shall  cast  or  lay  any 
thing  into  any  common  sewer,  which  may 
be  to  the  decay  or  hurt  of  the  same,  or 
that  shall  cast  or  lay  any  noisome  thing  or 
things  into  any  common  street,  to  the  an- 
noyance of  any  of  the  Queen's  Majestie's 
people,  that  then  every  such  person  for 
every  time  oH'ending  in  any  of  the  pre- 
mises, shall  be  Committed  to  prison,  and 
there  to  rcaiain  by  the  space  of  24  hoars 
together.  ^ 

10.  Item,  That  noe  person  or  persons 
that  now  keepeth  or  that  hereafter  shall 
keep  any  cooke's-shop,  shall  alsoe  keep  a 
common  alehouse  (except  every  such  per- 
son shall  be  lawfully  licenced  thereunto) 
upon  pain  to  have  and  receive  such  pu- 
nishment, and  to  pay  such  fine,  as  by  the 
Statute  in  that  case  is  provided. 

1 1 .  item,  It  is  alsoe  ordered,  That  from 


the  feast  of  Saint  Michaell  the  Arcbangell 
next  ensuing,  there  shall  be  within  ^m 
said  City  or  Burrough  the  number  of  ona 
hundred  common  alehouses,  and  noe  more 
at  any  one  time ;  viz.  iu  the  parish  of  St. 
Margareu's  sixty,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Martin's- in- the.Field8  twenty,  and  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Clements  and  Savoy  or  Strand, 
within  the  liberties  of  Westminster, 
twenty. 

1 2.  Item,  If  any  cause  of  variance  shall 
happen  to  be  ministred  between  any  the 
i^eigbbours  of  this  City  or  Burrough,  npOB 
any  uncharitable  speeches,  or  other  an* 
noyances,  that  then  the  party  grieved  shall 
make  his  or  her  complaint  to  the  Burgem 
or  his  Assistant  of  the  same  ward,  and  not 
to  commence  any  action  or  suite  in  law 
for  any  such  cause,  without  the  lycence  of 
the  said  Burgess  and  his  Assistant,  upon 
payne  of  imprisonment. 

13.  Item,  That  every  Borgessand  their 
Assistants,  and  all  and  every  other  person 
and  person^,  using  any  trade  of  victualling 
or  keeping  any  common  alehouse,  shaU 
yearly  and  every  year  hereafter,  from  the 
feast  of  All  Saints  untill  the  feast  of  the 
Purification  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
find  and  keep  one  convenient  Lanthorne, 
with  a  candle  being  light  in  the  same,  in 
the  street,  at  every  their  street-doors,  viz. 
from  six  of  the  clock  in  afternoon  ontill 
nine  of  the  clock  then  next  following, 
every  night  nightly  (except  those  nights 
as  the  moon  shall  then  and  at  that  time 
shine  and  give  light)  upon  paine  to  forfeit 
and  pay  for  every  time  offending  herein 
four- pence. 

14.  Item,  That  all  other  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  or  Burrough  shall  find  the  like 
lanthorne  and  candle-light,  in  manner  and 
form  as  aforesaid,  and  as  they  and  every 
of  them  from  time  to  time  shall  be  assess- 
ed by  the  Burgess  and  Assistant  of  that 
ward  where  any  of  the  said  inhabitants 
shall  then  dwell,  upon  pain  to  forfeit  and 
pay  for  every  time  offending  therein  four* 
pence. 

■■  15.  Item,  That  noe  Tavern-keeper  or 
Inn-keeper  shall  keep  any  cookes-shop, 
upon  pain  to  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every 
day  offending  herein,  two  shillings. 

16.  IteoH  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
after  he  she  or  they  shall  happen  to  be 

Suniflhed  and  banished  firom  this  City  or 
lurrough,  for  any  incontinency  of  life  or 
such  like,  and  shall  return  againe  to  the 
City  or  Burrough,  to  the  intent  there  to 
inhabit  and  dwell,  that  then  every  such 
person  and  persons  shall  be  whipped  naked 
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zi  a  cart's  tayle  throagbout  the  said  city,  j  sweeping  of  any  iiouse,  or  other  rabbiah^ 


for^  every  time  so  offending  contrary  to 
tliis  order. 

17.  Item,  If  any  constable  or  consta- 
bles shall  willingly  permitt  and  sofier  any 
rogue  or  rogues  or  sturdy  beggar  to  wan- 
der in  the  streets^  and  doe  not  apprehend 
them,  according  to  the  Statute,  that  then 
eTery  such  constable  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
$\x  shilliffgs  and  eight- pence. 

18.  Item,  That  noe  person  or  persons 
shall  accept  or  take  any  tenants  into  any 
his  or  her  messuage  tenement  or  cottage 
within  this  City  or  Burrough,  except  every 
such  tenant  doe  first  bring  with  him  or  her 
a  sufficient  and  lawful!  testimoniall  in 
writing,  touching  every  such  persons  good 
behaviour  and  conversation  of  life  from 
the  place  of  his  or  her  last  abode,  and  the 
same  party  shall  deliver  the  said  testimo- 
niall to  the  Burgess  and  Assistant  of  the 
same  ward  ;  and  alsoe  that  every  such  te- 
nant shall  live  by  some  lawful!  science  or 
manuall  occupation ;  and  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  accept  and  take  any  other 
tenant,  contrary  to  this  order,  that  then 
he  or  she  for  every  time  soe  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  forty  shillings.  . 

19.  Item,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  or  Burrough,  yearly  and  every 
year  hereafter,  from  the  feast-day  pf  the 
Annunciation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary 
ontill  the  feast-day  of  Saint  Michael!  the 
Archangel!,  viz.  every  day  at  six  or  seven 
of  the  cloclc  in  the  forenoon,  shall,  either 
by  themselves  or  some  others,  with  clean 
water,  wash  and  sweep  the  kennels  and 
gutters  near  unto  every  of  their  dwelling- 
house,  upon  paine  to  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  day  making  default,  four-pence. 

20.  Item,  That  no  person  or  persons 
shall  cast  or  lay  any  soile  or  things  noi- 
some, either  in  the  Old  Palace,  or  near 
unto  Henry  the  Seventh  his  Chappe!!,  or 
in  any  church-yard,  upon  payne  to  forfeit 
for  every  time  offending  in  any  the  pre- 
mises four-pence. 

21.  Item,  That  the  scavengers  or  carter 
shall  well  and  duely  make  clean  and  carry 
away  the  soyle  of  the  streets  upon  every 
such  day,  and  in  such  convenient  order,  as 
it  hath  heretofore  been  lawfully  used  and 
accustomed,  upon  paine  of  imprisonment, 
and  there  to  remaine  during  the  space  of 
twenty- four  hours,  for  every  time  offend- 
ing in  this  order. 

22.  Item,  That  no  person  or  persons 
npon  the  same  day  after  that  the  scavenger 
or  carter  shall  have  made  clean  any  street 
18  aforesaid,  shall  cast  or  lay  any  soile  or 


or  make  any  heaps  of  such  like  tbingrifl 
the  same  street,  and  especially  opoD  any 
Saturday  or  Sunday*  npon  paine  lo  pay 
for  every  time  four-pence. 

23.  Item,  That  the  Gate  which  Imklh 
to  and  from  her  Majesties  bridge  in  Old 
Palace,  shall  be  kept  locked  darins  the 
time  of  Divine  Service,  every  sabbatbday 
and  other  usuall  holy  daie^  npon  peine 
that  the  Keeper  thereof  shall  forfeit  for 
every  time  offending  contrary  to  tbia  order* 
twelve-pence. 

24.  Itein,  If^  any  hogg  or  bogga  ahall  el 
any  time  be  found  upon  the  Common  of 
Tuthill,  and  not  being  ringed  or  pegged* 
or  shall  be  found  wandering  in  any  ati^et 
or  church-yard,  that  the  owner  of  everjf 
such  hogg  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  prwy 
such  hogg,  and  for  every  time  oflEending  in 
any  of  the  premisses,  twelve-pence. 

25.  Item,  That  no  person  or  peneni 
shall  cast  or  lay  the  soyle  of  the  atraeti*  er 
any  other  noisome  thing  or  things  wbal» 
soever,  in  or  upon  any  part  of  tbe  Com* 
mon  of  Tuthill,  but  onefy  in  such  place  er 
places,  and  in  such  convenient  order  m 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  two  Chief  Burgesses  for  the'  time 
being  ;  nor  that  any  person  or  pertoM 
shall  digg  or  take  away  any  sand  or  tnrfas 
of  and  from  the  said  Common  of  T\ithni« 
without  the  lawful  lycence  of  the  Dtan  of 
Westminster,  or  his  Officers,  open  payne 
that  every  person  that  shall  happen  to  of- 
fend in  any  of  the  premisses,  and  for  every 
time  offending  shall  be  committed  to  pri- 
son, and  there  to  remaine  for  the  space  of 
twenty-four  hours,  and  to  pay  such  fine  ei 
shall  be  assessed  by  the  Burgesses.* 

26.  Item,  That  if  any  Butcher,  Poul- 
terer, Fishmonger,  or  9ny  other  person  or 
persons,  shall  put  to  sale  within  thu  Ci^  or 
Burroughs  any  corrupt  or  unlawfiil  flesh  or 
fish  meat  or  poultry  ware,  that  then- the 
said  corrupt  and  unwholesome  meat  siiall 
be  consumed  with  fire,  or  otherwise^  by 
the  discretion  of  the  Burgesses  and  Amis- 
tants  with  the  consent  of  the  Searchers ; 
and  the  owner  thereof  shall  be  committed 
to  prison,  and  there  to  remain  for  tl|a 
space  of  twenty-four  hours  for  every  tame 
soe  offending,  and  to  pay  such  fine  as  shall 
be  assessed  by  the  Burgesses. 

*  Many  of  these  Regulations  are  be- 
come impracticable,  and  others  nnneoeS" 
sary ;  but  that  above  is  extremely  wanted 
at  this  moment,  from  the  pemicioos  cos* 
tom  of  laying  all  the  filth  of  the  Toosm  us 
a  place  so  vrell  inliabited. 
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27.  Item,  If  any  Butcher  shall  put  any 
flesh  meat  to  sale  in  the  market  upon  any 
market  day,  and  having  his  shopp  in  Kiog- 
street,  that  then  every  such  Batcher  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  time  soe  offend* 
ing  three  shillings  and  K)ur>pence. 

23.  Item,  That  no  Butcher,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons,  shall  put  to  sale  any 
flesh-meat  in  the  market,  but  only  upon 
Saturday  in  the  forenoon,  viz.  untill  twelve 
cf  the  clock  at  noon,  according  to  custom 
used  within  the  city  of  London,  upon 
payne  to  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  time 
offending  herein,  three  shillings  and  four 
pence. 

29.  Item,  If  any  Butcher,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons,  shall  put  to  sale  any 
veal,  mutton,  or  lamb,  wherein  shall  be 
used  any  indirect  or  deceitful  dealing,  con- 
trary to  the  orders  therein  taken  amongst 
the  Butchers  of  London,  or  that  shall  pat 
to  sale  the  flesh  of  any  ewe  or  lamb  at  any 
time  or  season  contrary  to  the  said  orders, 
or  that  shall  kill  any  kind  of  flesh  meat  in 
any  place  within  this  city,  contrary  to  the 
said  orders  and  custome  of  the  city  of  Lon* 
don,  that  then  every  such  person  offend- 
ing in  any  of  the  premisses,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  for  every  time  offending  in  this 
order,  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof,  three 
shillings  and  four-pence. 

30.  Item,  That  no  Butchec  or  Butchers, 
or  other  person,  shall  scald  any  hoggs 
in  any  place  contrary  to  the  orders  and 
custome  aforesaid,  nor  shall  put  to  sale 
any  pork  at  any  time  or  season  contrary 
to  the  custome  of  the  said  city  of  London, 
upon  payne  to  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
time  oflending  in  any  of  the  premisses 
three  shillings  and  four-pence. 

31.  Item,  That  no  Butcher,  Poulterer, 
Fishmonger,  or  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons using  the  trade  of  selling  or  uttering 
of  victualls  or  wares  whatsoever,  shall  have 
his  or  their  shopp  window  or  windowes 
open  upon  any  Sabbath-day,  or  upon 
other  usnall  holyday,  or  that  shall  make 
any  open  shew  of  any  victualls  or  wares 
without  liis  or  their  shopp  or  shopps  upon 
any  the  d:\ies  aforesaid  ;  or  that  if  any 
Butcher  or  Poulterer  make  open  shew  of 
any  flesh  meat  or  poultry-ware  upon  any 
other  fasting  dales  contrary  to  the  custom 
lawfully  used  within  the  city  of  London, 
that  then  every  person  offending  in  any  of 
the  premisses,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
every  time  offending  in  any  part  of  this 
order  three  shillings  and  four-pence. 

32.  Item,  To  avoid  all  such  abuses  .as 
may  be  committed  by  the  said  Butchors 
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and  others,  there  shall  be  chosen  and  sworn 
at  the  Leet  Court  next  after  Easter  yeasly, 
and  every  year  hereafter,  three  discreet 
persons  haveing  skill  and  knowledge  in  the 
said  occupation,  and  shall  be  called  by 
the  name  of  Searchers,  who  upon  their 
oaths  shall  be  authorized  to  sarch  the 
butchers  meat  and  poultry  wares,  as  well 
in  the  Butchers  and  Poulterers  shops  as  in 
the  market,  upon  market  daies^  and  others 
bringing  any  kind  of  victualls  to  the  said 
market ;  and  that  the  Searchers  may  doe 
and  deal  as  the  Searchers  in  London  are 
authorized  touching  the  premisses ;  and  if 
any  person  being  appomted  to  the  said 
office  of  Searcher,  and  shall  refuse  to  serve 
the  sam^  by  the  space  of  one  whole  year, 
every  sach  person  soe  refusing '  shall  pa j 
for  his  time  twenty  shillings. 

33.  Item,  That  no  person  or  persons 
shall  receive  or  take  into  his  or  her  house, 
any  sick  person  being  infected  with  the 
plague,  without  the  consent  of  the  Burgess 
and  Assistant  of  that  Ward ;  and  if  any 
persons  shall  happen  to  be  sick  of  the  said 
infirmity y  that  then  as  well  the  owner  of 
every  such  bouse  as  his  and  her  household 
and  family  shall  forbear  to  come  amongst 
any  other  company,  but  to  keep  them- 
selves  within  every  such  booses  being  in- 
fected as  aforesaid,  by  the  space  of  onfe 
and  twenty  daies  next  after  the  death  of 
any  such  infected  person,  (except  one 
person  to  fetch  necessary  provision  for 
their  reliefe)  and  not  to  hang  or  lay  forth 
any  infected  clothes  out  of  any  such  house 
during  the  time  aforess^d,  upon  paine  of 
open  imprisonment  in  the  Stocks  by  the 
space  of  twelve  hours,  and^to  receive  fur- 
ther punishment  by  the  discretion  of  the 
Burgesses  and  Assistants. 

34.  Item,  The  Burgesses  and  Assistants 
shall,  in  convenient  order  every  Sabbath 
Day  in  the  forenoon  come  to  the  CoUe- 
giate  Church  of  St.  Peter  in  Westminster* 
and  there  to  be  present  all  the  time  of  the 
sermon,  upon  paine  every  one  of  them  for 
every  time  makeing  default  without  just 
cause  shall  forfeit  and  pay  four  pence. 

35.  Item,  All  the  said  Burgesses  and 
their  Assistants  shall  repaire  and  come  to 
(he  Court  House  in  Westminster  every 
Tnesday  (except  the  same  shall  be  a  holi- 
day,) vi^.  in  the  term  at  one  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoone  ;  and  out  of  the  term,  at 
eight  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  and 
then  and  there  to  hear  and  examine  such 
causes  as  they,  by  virtue  of  the  said  Sta- 
tute be  lawfully  authorised,  upon  paine, 
that  if  any  of  the  said  Burgesses  or  As* 
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listants  makeing  defanlt  in  not  appearing 
atthe  houses  and  places  appointed,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  time  soe  offend- 
iDg  without  just  cause  or  iawfull  lett 
twelTe-pence  ;  and  that  they  nor  any  of 
them  shall  at  any  time  determine  any 
thing  withoat  the  consent  of  the  Dean  of 
Westminster,  or  the  High  Steward  or  his 
]>eputy  Steward,  or  the  Town  Clerk,  ac- 
cording to  the  Statute  in  that  case  pro- 
vided. 

No.V. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Act  1 4 
Geo.  3,  c.  90. 

The  new  Act  to  extend  to  all  Parishes 
and  Liberties  within  a  circle  of  miles 
from  the  Royal  Exchange,  according  to 
the  particular  description  and  name  of 
each. 

The  powers  of  all  former  Parochial  and 
District  Acts  relating  to  the  Watch  and 
Lighting  to  be  repealed,  as  far  as  thev 
are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Act. 

That  an  Assessment  be  allowed  to  the 
amount  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  for 
the  Watch  only,  and  sixpence  in  the  pound 
for  Lighting. 

That  the  powers  of  rating,  paying  the 
Watchmen,  and  appointing  the  Trustees, 
be  continued  as  in  14  Greo.  3,  c.  QO. 

That  a  sufficient  number  of  Watchmen 
be  appointed  in  each  Parish  or  District, 
and  that  the  Trustees  do  appoint  such 
persons  as  are  competent  for  the  situation. 
That  the  night  be  divided  into  two 
watches,  and  the  Watchmen  relieved  once 
every  night. 

That  the  Watch  be  set  every  niffht  at 
the  Watchhouse  by  the  Beadle  and  Con- 
stable of  the  night. 

That  the  hours  of  watching  be  fixed 
from  an  hour  not  later  than  eight  to  seven 
during  the  months  of  November,  Decem- 
ber, January  and  February,  from  an  hour 
not  later  than  nine  to  six  in  March,  April, 
September  and  October,  and  from  an  hour 
not  later  than  nine  to  five  in  May,  June. 
July  and  August. 

'  That  the  Watchmen  have  regular  beats 
assigned  to  them,  and  power  to  act  in  ad- 
joining Parishes  so  as  to  protect  the  fron- 
tiers of  each. 

That  a  Patrol e  of  one  or  more  persons 
be  appointed  to  perambulate  the  Parish, 
or  part  of  the  Parish  assigned  to  them,  to 
taperintend  the  Watchmen,  inspect  the 
Alehouses  and  state  of  the  Lamps,  and  re- 
port these,  and  all  ether  occarrencea  of 


the  night,  to  the  Consuble  of  the  night  at 
the  Watchhouse,  and  eoter  them  ui  • 
book  there.  This  Patrole  to  be  oa  do^r 
all  the  night. 

The  Patrole  and  Watchmen  t»  he 
armed. 

That  a  copy  of  the  entries  ui  the  books 
at  the  Watchhouse  be  aent  to  the  PoUoe 
Magistrates  of  the  District  every 
and  another  copy  laid  before  the  Tn 
of  the  Parish  at  their  meeting. 

That  the  Parishes  to  be  coBiprised  ia 
the  Act  be  di?ided  into  Eight  Dietricti^ 
and  that  a  district  be  aasigiied  to  eodi 
Police  Office,  including  the  Thamea  Felice 
Office. 

That  the  Magistrates  be  eoipowered  la 
hear  any  complaint  againat  the  Walcbi 
for  misconduct  or  incapacitTi 
charge  them  eitber  from  their 
or  on  such  complaint;  and  ceitilj  4fae 
same  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Pariah*  who 
are  to  find  other  competent  penona. 

That  a  ComUble  of  the  Pariah  or  IVi- 
cinct  do  attend  every  night  at  the  Walok 
house,  to  receive,  and  take  charge  of  ftU 
persons  brought  in  there*  and  alae  mathm 
the  Report  of  the  Patroles^  and  tranaoiit 
them  to  the,  Magistrates  the  nextfaestiiag. 
and  also  to  the  Trustees :  one-hatf -OBljf ^ 
the  Constables  to  go  oat  of  oflke'ervei|r 
year.  ^ 

That  there  be  appointed  two  Aesistaat 
High  Constables  in  each  Pariah*  to  anpet 
intend  and  visit  the  WatchhoDsaa  occa- 
sionally, and  see  that  the  Constahlei  do 
their  duty.  These  Assistants  to-be  paid 
out  of  the  Parish  Rates. 

No.  vm. 

REPORT  (in  1772)  from  Ji  CdlB- 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commooi» 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  sere- 
ral  Borfflaries  and  Robberies  corii- 
mitted  m  London  and  Westminster. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  engoire  inlo 
the  several  Burglaries  and  Robberies 
that  of  late  have  been  committed  in 
and  about  the  Cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  to  consider  of  more 
effectual  methods  to  prevent  the 
for  the  future  ;  and  to  report  the 
with  their  opinion  thereupon*  to  the 
House,  have,  pursuant  to  the  order  of 
the  House,  enquired  accordingly  ;  and 

SirJbAn  Fielding,  knight,  being  ashfld 
what  number  of  houses  nave  been  broke 
open  in  and  about  the  Cities  of  London 
and  Westminster,  and  whether  itja  a  grow- 
ing ofil?   laid,  that  nil  mhharim  irifh  liwi 
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circumstances  attending  them,  and  parti- 
culars of  goods  stolen,  arc  registered  at  his 
oiTice,  and  from  that  register  informations 
are  grounded,  and  oiienders  are  detected 
several  years  after  the  offences  are  com- 
mitted;  and  he  delivered  in  lists  of  houses 
broke,  with  compulations  of  the  goods 
stolen,  from  Michaelmas  1766  to  l^th 
March  1770,  In  half-yearly  periods;  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  from  Michaelmas 
17(i6  to  Lady-day  1767,  13  houses  had 
been  broke  open,  and  goods  stolen  to  the 
value  of  289/. ;  from  Lady-day  1767  to 
Michaelmas  1767,36  houses,  value  627/.; 
from  Michaelmas  1767  to  Lady-day  1768, 
52.  houses,  valued  569/.;  from  Lady-day 
1768  to  Michaelmas  i76S>  48  houses, 
value  1,332/.;  from  Michaelmas  1768  to 
Lady-day  1769,  35  houses,  value  1,448/. 
}5s.  ;  from  Lady -day  1769  to  Michaelmas 
1769,  63  houses,  value  1,616/.  (i\d,;  from 
Michaelmas  1709  to  14th  March  1770, 
lOi  houses,  value  4,241/.  He  further  iR- 
fornied  the  Committee,  that  it  is  supposed 
the  last  104  houses  were  broke  open  by  a 
number  of  house-breakers,  not  exceeding 
twenty,  and  few  of  them  more  than  20 
years  of  age,  16  or  17  of  whom  are  in  cus- 
tody, with  little  probability  of  their  being 
convicted.  That  the  evil  increases  amaz- 
ingly, and  never  was  at  so  great  a  height 
as  since  last  Michaelmas.  Being  asked, 
what  k  the  cause  of  this  increase  of  house- 
breaking ?  he  said,  that  felons  formerly 
carried  their  goods  to  pawnbrokers,  but 
by  the  present  method  of  quick  notice  to 
pawnbrokers,  silversmiths  and  others,  that 
plan  is  defeated ;  and  the  housebreakers 
now  go  to  Jews,  who  melt  the  plate  im- 
mediately, and  destroy  other  things  that 
might  be  evidence,  which  in  burglary  can 
be  nothing  but  the  goods,  though  in  other 
cases  the  person  may  be  sworn-  to ;  that 
they  disguise  jewels  by  knocking  them 
out  of  the  sockets,  so  that  they  cannot  be 
sworn  to  ;  that  the  present  gang  of  house- 
breakers are  sons  of  unfortunate  people, 
and  of  no  trade;  that  they  began  when 
boys  as  pickpockets,  but  turned  house- 
breakers when  they  grew  up,  in  order  to 
procure  a  greater  income  to  supply  their 
increased  cxpences.  And  he  iniormed 
the  Committee,  that  for  twenty  years  a 
footpad  has  not  escaped  ;  that  highway- 
men cannot  escape,  upon  account  of  the 
early  information  given  to  the  aforesaid 
oflice,  and  the  great  number  of  prosecutors 
who  always  appear  against  them,  which 
he  thinks  must  in  time  put  an  end  to  that 
evil.  He  then  said  he  had  detected  sere- 
rrOL.  XXIL)--- Appendix. 


ral  persons  in  Duke^s  Place  with  plate> 
and  has  offered  a  reward  of  five  guineas 
for  apprehending  one  persoYi  in  the  same 
place.  Being  asked,  what  he  thought  of 
the  present  method  of  watching  the  town  } 
he  said,  the  watch  is  insufficient,  their  duty 
too  bard,  and  pay  too  small ;  that  he  has 
known  Serjeants  in  the  Guards  employed 
as  watchmen,  that  the  watchmen  are  paid 
8f  per  night  in  Saint  Margartt's  Parish, 
and  a  gratuity  of  two  guineas  a  year,  out 
of  which  they  find  their  own  candle;  that 
as  they  are  paid  monthly,  they  borrow 
their  money  of  an  usurer  once  a  week ; 
that  in  other  parishes  the  watch  are  paid 
from  lOd,  to  Is.  per  night;  that  the  watch 
in  Westminster  is  in  every  parish  under 
the  direction  of  a  separate  commission, 
composed  of  persons  who  have  served  the 
offices  of  Churchwarden  and  Overseer  ; 
that  Commissioners  of  the  respective  pa- 
rishes appoint  the  beats  of  their  Watcb« 
men,  without  conferring  together,  which 
leaves  the  frontiers  of  each  parish  in  a 
confused  state,  for  that  where  one  side  of 
a  street  lies  in  one  parish,  and  the  other  ' 
side  in  another  parish,  the  watchman  of 
one  side  cannot  lend  any  assistance  to 
persons  on  the  other  side,  other  than  as  a 
private  person,  except  in  cases  of  felony. 

James  Sayer,  Esq.  Deputy  High  Steward 
of  Westminster,  confirmed  the  above  evi- 
dence, and  added,  that  St.  Margaret's 
Parish  has  a  Select  Vestry,  the  majority 
of  which  is  composed  of  tradesmen;  that 
they  will  pay  no  more  than  %\d,  a  night 
to  their  Watchmen,  and  have  no  way  of 
punishing  them  for  neglect  of  duty  than 
by  dismissing  them,  which  in  fact  is  not 
a  punishment,  for  they  find  it  difficult 
to  get  men  to  serve  in  that  office ;  and 
he  further  said,  that  their  number  is  not 
sufficient. 

Being  asked  the  reason  for  changing 
the  Constables  from  being  parochial  to  be 
Constables  for  the  whole  City  and  Liber- 
ty, he  said.  That  before  29th  Geo.  2,  Cpn- 
stables  were  parochial;  that  he  appre* 
bended  the  reason  for  the  change  was, 
that  a  Constable  could  not  execute  any 
official  act  out  of  his  parish  without  being 
specially  authorised  so  to  do ;  he  men- 
tioned an  instance  of  a  Constable's  being 
killed  when  he  was  serving  a  warrant  out 
of  his  parish,  that  the  person  who  killed* 
him  was  tried  and  found  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter only,  though  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  murder  if  it  had  happened 
in  the  parish  to  which  the  Constable  be^* 
longed. 
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Sir  John  Fielding  being  asked^  what  re- 
medies he  could  suggest,  to  prevent  the 
Aovt  eyils,  he  produced  two  papers^  re- 
lating to  Constables,  Watchmen  and  other 
Officers ;  which  were  read  to  and  con- 
firmed by  him ;  and  are  as  follow  ;  viz. 

Watchmen  too  old — should  be  from  25 
to  50— their  beats  too  extensive — should 
not  exceed  twenty  houses,  one  each  side 
of  the  way  «i- Watch  men  too  few — the  sum 
raised  for  the  watch  too  little,  being  only 
four- pence  in  the  pounds-should  be  six- 
pence. 

Ward  Ofiicers  to  be  chosen  out  of 
those  inhabitants  that  have  served  the 
office  of  Constable,  and  to  have  a  good 
salary. 

One  half  of  the  Constables  to  be  dis- 
charged within  the  year,  so  that  one  half 
remaining  two  years,  will  be  able  to  in- 
struct the  new  Officers,  and  the  whole 
duty  will  be  done  well. 

If  the  new  provisions  for  the  \yatch 
can  be  established  by  the  Commissioners 
remaining  where  they  are,  it  will  save 
trouble,  for  then  the  money  may  be  raised 
by  them  as  it  now  is,  and  every  parish 
may  pay  and  cloath  their  own  Watch- 
men, so  that  the  appointment,  distribu- 
tion, direction,  wages,  number  and  pu- 
nishment of  the  Watch  may  be  in  the  Ma- 
gistrates by  a  new  commission,  and  the 
paying  and  cloathing  be  in  the  present 
Commissioners. 

The  words  "  a  Constable  of  the  City 
and  Liberty  of  Westminster,"  to  be  placed 
oyer  the  Constables  doors;  the  words, 
"  Ward  Officers''  over  the  Ward  Officers 
doors.  Beadles  by  name  to  be  discharg- 
ed, 9nd  the  necessary  part  of  the  duty 
they  now  do,  to  be  performed  by  the 
Ward  Officers. 

That  it  would  be  right  to  confine  the 
intended  improvement  and  Constables  to 
Westminijter  only,  as  the  Watch  in  the 
adjoining  parishes  of  Middlesex  remain 
on  the  same  footing:  as  is  originally  settled 
by  the  Statute  of  Winchester. 

Second  Paper. 

1.  The  Watch  of  Westminster  is  ex- 
tremely defective — the  number  ought  to 
be  increased,  their  pay  augmented,  and 
the  whole  direction  of  them  put  under  one 
commission,  and  that  commission  should 
be  Magistrates  of  the  City  and  Liberty  of 
Westminster — the  Watch  should  be  at- 
tended bv  Ward  Officers,  and  relieved 
in.  the  nighty  a  whole  night's  duty  being 
too  hard. 
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2.  The  Round-booies  thonM  be  capaci* 
ous — no  liquor  should  be  sold  in  thwB 
publicans  should  be  punished  for  perail* 
ting  Watchmen  to  tipple  daring  tfarif 
duty,  and  Watchmen  should  be  psTticn- 
larly  rewarded  for  diligencep  and  pa» 
nished  for  neglect  by  the  Civil  Power. 

S.  High  Constables  shoald  not  qvH 
their  office  at  the  end  of  throe  yoan«» 
Constables  should  be  incretaedi — half  the 
number  only  discharged  annaally— 4ke 
Constable  of  the  Night  ihoold  be  Gonsidei>> 
ed  for  his  attendance  on  that  doty 
punished  for  neglect. 

4.  The  power  of  raising  aioney  at 
sent  for  the  Watch  is  too  conflned»  it  nhoiihl 
be  enlarged,  raised  by  the  pfoeent 
misflioners — the  Watchmen  pud  by 
but  their  number,  direction  and  appoinl^ 
ment,  be  by  the  new  Comnutann.  of  Ife 
gistrates. 

5.  Receivers  of  stolen  goodi»  Ofpecially 
of  those  taken  by  burglary  or  highway 
robbery,  should  be  made  principab^ 
with  a  power  of  mitigation  in  the  JAd^o. 

James  Sajftr,  esq.  being  again  oxaaMn> 
ed,  approved  of  Sir  John  Fielding'a  plai^ 
and  added  that  the  Beadles  are  an  onoo* 
cessary  set  of  men,  advanced  in  yaan^ 
and  servants  to  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers — are  forty  in  nnmber  over  tha 
whole  City  and  Liberty--»thcy  haio  an 
allowance  of  20/.  per  anoum  a  pioco»  which 
they  may  make  up  30/.— •that  ho  appro* 
hends  if  the  number  was  inoreaaed  to  sizlyt 
and  the  City  and  Liberty  divided  into  ao 
many  Divisions,  a  Beadle  to  eachSivisiont 
and  the  object  of  their  datv  to  take  op 
vagrants,  they  might  be  of  gloat  serwao 
—that  if  the  Beadle  was  to  haye.  two  shil- 
lings for  every  Vagrant  he  took  up,  and 
four  shillings  was  given  to.  any  oihar 
person  who  should  apprehend,  one»  tko 
one  half  to  be  deducted  out.  of  the  BaaiHa^s 
salary  of  that  District,  where  the  VagraMt 
was  apprehended,  it  would  haieo  agaod 
effisct. 

Sir  John  Fielding  being  again^examinad» 
said  he  thought  the  name  of  Beadle shflnald 
be  abolished,  and  that  they  shoold  booall* 
ed  Ward  Officers. 

Mr.  iS.  Raintfmh,  High  Constable  of 
Westminster,  being  examined^  said  ho 
been  in  office  twelve  months*— tbat  h^ 
visited  the  different  night  Watch-bt 
in  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Westminstar^ 
frequently  from  twelve  to  tbroo  in  iha 
morning— -found  many  of  the  Poaoo  Oft- 
cers  upon  duty,  some  were  not*»»tbat  tboM 
is  a  general  complaint  of  Poaco*  Oflisais 
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neglecting  their  duty,  from  which  neglect 
it  is  owing  that  the  Watchmen  and  Bea» 
dies  are  not  present,  and  this  general  neg- 
lect, he  apprehends,   is  the  reason  why  so 
many    houses  are  robbed.  —That  he   has 
frequently  found  seven  or  eight  Watch- 
men together  in  an  ale-house,  he  thinks 
that  the  High   Constable  should  visit  the 
Hound- houses  in  the  night  time,   once  a 
month    at    least,    or   oftener  if  required, 
and    agreed    with   sir  John   Fielding   as 
to  the  number  and  pay  of  the  Watchmen. 
James  Sayevj  Esq.  being  again  examined, 
said  that  Consiables  are  appointed  under 
Acts  29  and  3 1  Geo.  2,  which  Acts  are  in 
many  articles  defective;  that  eighty  Con- 
stables, which  is  the  number  limited,  are 
not  sufficient ;  that  they  are  appointed  by 
the  Leet  Jury,  which  has  been  attended 
with  great  partialities,  for  the  Leet  Jury 
being  composed  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
several  Parishes   of  the  preceding  year, 
they  protect  each  other  from  serving  the 
office  of  Constable ;  that  in  general  opu- 
lent inhabitants  are  excui^ed,  and  young 
tradesmen  returned  ;  that  if  a  rich  man  is 
now  and  then  returned,   he  U  generally 
got  oft*  by  pleading  age  or  infirmities; 
that  deputies   are   generally  hired   men, 
and    though   they   cannot  be  appointed 
unless  approved  of  by  the  Deputy  High 
Steward,  yet  as  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
get  a  true  character  of  the  person  nomi- 
nated, he  finds  many  unfit  persons  are  ap* 
pointed,  who  he  is  informed  make  a  trade 
of  serving  the  office ;  for  remedy  of  which 
he  proposed,  that  the  number  of  Consta- 
bles should  be   increased  to  one  hundred 
and    twenty  ;    he    thinks  the   burthen  of 
serving  the  office  of  Constable  should  not 
lay  wholly  on  the  trading  inhabitants,  as 
it  does  by  the  late  Act;  that  by  Common 
Law  every  person   able  and  fit  is  liable  to 
serve ;    that  the  fine  for  not  serving  the 
office  should  be  enlarged  from  8/.  to  20/. 
which  fine  should   be   distributed    among 
those   that  do  serve ;  and  he  added,  that 
twelve    being    obliged    to   attend    daily 
during  the  session  of  parliament,   as  long 
as  either  House  sits,  the  duty  comes  round 
to  each  inaividual  every  sixth  day,  eight 
being  excepted,  who  may  be  sick  or  kept 
in  reserve ;  during  which  attendance  the 
Constables  must  necessarily  neglect  their 
own   business.     With  respect  to  the  High 
Constable,  he  said  ;  it  is  an  offite  of  great 
burthen  and  trust;   that  by  Law  he  the 
witness  is  obliged  to  appoint  a  substantial 
tradesman  to  that  office ;  that  the  person 
appointed  is  not  to  continue  in  office  above 
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three  years,  and  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
20/.  for  refusing  to  serve,  which  penalty 
goes  to  the  Poor  of  the  Parish ;  upon 
which  he  observed,  that  the  High  Consta- 
ble should  not  be  a  tradesman,  because 
his  power  enables  him  to  oblige  the  keep- 
ers of  public-houses  to  deal  with  him,  or 
those  with  whom  be  is  concerned  in  hit 
vray  of  trade ;  that  the  penalty  on  persons 
refusing  to  serve  the  office  should  be 
increased  ;  that  the  High  Constable  should 
have  a  reward  for  his  service,  and  that 
the  Constables  of  the  Night  should  have  a 
reward  also. 

Mr.  Rainrforth,  the  High  Constable  of 
Westminster,  being  again  examined,  8ai4 
he  was  of  Mr.  Sayer's  opinion. 

Sir  John  Fielding  being  again  examined , 
said  that  Ballad-singers  are  a  greater 
nuisance  than  Beggars,  because  they  give 
opportunity  to  Pickpockets*  by  collecting 
people  together ;  that  the  songs  they  sin{( 
are  generally  immoral  and  obscene  ;  the 
people  themselves  capable  of  work,  and 
the  lowest  and  most  abandoned  order  of 
people :  for  remedy  of  which,  be  pro* 
posed  that  all  Ballad-singers  should  be  con* 
sidered  as  Vagrants,  and  be  made  liable 
to  the  same  punishments,  no  person  being 
a  Vagrant  now,  but  who  comes  withia 
some  one  of  the  descriptions  of  vagrancy 
in  the  Vagrant  Act;  and  the  High  Con- 
stable being  again  examined,  informed 
the  Committee,  that  he  has  often  had  war- 
rants for  taking  up  Ballad-singers;  that 
he  has  apprehended  a  great  many,  not- 
withstanding which  their  numbers  in« 
crease,  and  they  are  become  a  very  great 
nuisance  ;  they  have  often  been  dispersed^ 
but  still  continue  the  practice. 

Sir  John  Fielding  being  again  examined, 
said,  that  the  City  of  Westminster  is  a  fran- 
chise under  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Westminster  ;  that  the  Common  Gaol 
thereof  is  called  the  Gatehouse,  to  which 
offimders  of  every  kind,  apprehended  with* 
in  the  Liberty  of  Westminster,  have  beea 
usually  committed  for  some  years  back, 
to  the  number  of  600  or  700  annually; 
that  in  this  Gaol  there  is  little  or  no  allow- 
ance or  provision  for  the  Prisoners,  but 
what  atises  from  the  charity  of  Passen- 
gers, seldom  amounting  to  more  than  five 
or  six  shillings  a  week,  the  greatest  part 
of  which  is  given  to  the  Beggar  at  the 
window  for  the  day ;  that  the  said  Gabl 
appears,  from  experience  of  the  Magis- 
trates, to  be  too  small  for  the  number,  and 
too  weak  for  the  safe  custody  of  Prisoners; 
that  to  this  Gaol,  persons  in  execatioa 
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for  debts  recovered  ia  the  Court  of  Con- 
science are  committed ;  and  he  said  he 
believed  this  is  the  only  Gaol  in  England 
where  there  is  not  some  provision  for  poor 
distressed  Prisoners ;  and  he  added,  that 
when  a  Magistrate  commits  a  man  to  that 
Gaol  for  an  assault,  he  does  not  know  but 
he  commits  him  there  to  starve;  for  these 
reasons,  as  well  upon  the  principles  of 
humanity  as  of  civil  policy,  this  ought  to 
be  remedied  ;  and  that  on  account  of  the 
▼ast  increase  of  inhabitants,  property, 
and  number  of  offenders,  there  ought  to 
be  in  Westminster  a  strong,  capacious, 
nnd  useful  Gaol,  and  there  is  no  such  thing 
at  present;  that  the  said  Gaol,  called  the 
Gatehouse,  is  a  very  old  building,  subject 
to  be  repaired  by  the  said  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter^ who  appoint  the  Gaoler ;  that  the 
supposed  original  use  cf  this  Gaol  was 
for  the  purposes  of  committing  Clerks 
Convict ;  the  Commission  of  Magistrates 
of  Westminster  is  not  later  than  Charles 
the  First's  reign  ;  they  began  first  to  com- 
mit offenders  to  this  Gaol,  rather  by  suf- 
ferance than  by  right ;  and  he  observed 
that  however  proper  it  may  have  been  for 
its  original  purposes,  it  is  unequal  to  the 
present  occasions,  and,  as  he  apprehends, 
cannot  be  altered  without  a  Law ;  and  he 
further  informed  the  Committee,  that  the 
Magistrates  of  Westminster  have  repre- 
sented this  mischief  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter,  who  acknowledge  it,  are  willing 
to  pull  it  down,  and  to  give  a  piece  of 
ground  in  their  Royalty,  in  Tothill  Fields, 
to  build  a  new  Gaol  upon,  and  to  subject 
the  same,  with  every  thing  thereunto  be- 
longing, to  the  Magistrates  of  Westmin- 
ster, under  such  regulations  as  the  Legis- 
lature bhall  think  proper^  provided  a  sum 
be  granted  by  the  public  for  building  the 
same ;  and  he  added,  that  Estimates  have 
been  made,  by  which  it  appears  that  a 
very  effectual  Gaol  may  be  built  for  the 
sum  of  2,500/. ;  in  order  therefore  to  re- 
medy the  inconveniences  above  mention- 
ed, he  proposed  that  such  Gaol  should  be 
built  and  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  County 
Itate^  which  be  said  may  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  County  at  large,  for  this 
reason,  that  there  is  but  one  Kate  at  pre- 
sent for  Middlesex  and  Westminster,  near 
one-third  of  which  is  paid  by  the  latter, 
since  the  increase  of  buildings  there ;  that 
this  proportion  is  much  greater  than  the 
expences  required  by  the  Act  for  County 
Rates  would  subject  Westminster  to  ;  and 
he  added,  that  the  Gaol  called  the  House 
of  Correction  in  Westminster  is  repaired 


by  the  Magistrates  of  WestmiiMter*  asA 
the  expence  is  paid  by  yirtiie  of  their 
orders  on  the  County  Treanirer;  tkiA 
the  same  thing,  if  allowed  by  ParliaiiMBt 
for  the  repair  of  the  proposed  new  Gaol» 
will  answer  the  purpose  withoak  eepmte*. 
ing  the  Rate. 

James  Seyer,  esq.  being  again  csmmiiiedi 
concurred  with  sir  Johit  Fielding  in  every 
particular.  > 

Sir  John  Fielding  being  again  ezaninedj 
informed  the  Committee,  that  about  lis  er 
seven  years  ago,  the  Magistratea  of  West* 
minster  had  no  other  Court- hooie  bnt  n 
place  at  the  bottom  of  the  staira.  Vmding 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  called  Hell,  to 
keep  their  Sessions  in ;  the  increase  ef 
business,  and  of  offences  in  Weitminatert 
made  it  impracticable  to  carry  on  the  bu- 
siness there.  The  nuisance  wai  repre- 
sented by  the  Magistrates  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  Lord  Northumberland,-  who 
said  he  had  then  applied  for  redreaiy  and 
told  the  Chairman  that  it  could  not  be 
taken  up  by  Government  then,  but  would 
be  in  future  considered  ;  in  the  meantime^ 
at  his  own  expence,  amounting  to  SOOL  he 
directed  the  Chairman  to  prepare  a  large 
house  in  King-street  Weatmintier,  which 
was  formerly  a  Tavern,  to  be  made  pro- 
per for  a  Court-house ;  that  the  Magii* 
trates  for  their  Sessions,  the  Burgesaea  fiir 
their  Courts,  the  Lieutenancy  for  the  BIi« 
litia,  Commissioners  of  Sewers  for  theeaa* 
cution  of  their  business.  Grand  Joriea  tot 
the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Write  of  £■• 
quiries  for  the  Sheriffs,  and  Meeting  of  In^ 
habitants  for  nomUiating  their  SepruMa* 
tatives,  should  use  the  said  building;  for 
all  which  purposes  it  hat  been  .eonitantly^ 
effectually  and  conveniently  used ;  that  it 
is  scarce  possible  for  the  abore  buiinen  to 
be  transacted  without  it,  and  the  estaUiih- 
ment  of  it  is  as  essential  to  the  Civil  Power 
as  any  thing  that  has  been  mentioned ; 
that  the  purchase  of  the  said  building,  and 
fitting  it  up,  cost  the  Duke  of  Northua* 
berland  near  4,000/.  and  he  added,  that 
this  building  also  might  be  kept  in  repair 
by  the  County  Kate,  at  an  average  of  SOL 
or  40/.  a  year, 

James  Sayer  esq.  confirmed  the  alore* 
going  Evidence:  And 

Sir  John  Fielding  said,  he  thinka  the  acti» 
ing  part  of  the  Magistrates  in  Weatmia^ 
ter  is  in  as  good  a  state  as  it  ever  waiy  and 
more  free  from  imputations  or  neglect  ef 
duty  ;  that  it  would  be  useful  to  have 
some  persons  of  rank  and  condition  in  Iba 
Commission  of  the  Peace  tot  Westminilei^ 
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who  would  attend  at  the  Quarter  Sessions, 
where  they  would  become  acquainted 
with  the  conduct  of  the  Magistrates  in  ge- 
neral, give  a  dignity  to  the  commission, 
support  the  acting  Magistrates  in  great  oc- 
casions, and  give  encouragement  to  such 
of  them  as  discharged  their  trust,  becom- 
ing the  honour  of  the  commission,  and  dis- 
countenance those  who  did  not ;  and  he 
added,  that  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
the  Magistrates  of  Westminster  have  gone 
through  very  painful  duty,  and  have  been 
very  diligent  in  it;  and  having  been  sen- 
sible of  the  necessity  of  their  attendance, 
have  mutually  agreed  to  attend  at  any 
time  or  place,  upon  the. least  notice  from 
their  Chairman. 

James  A'aj^cr,  esq.,  being  again  examined, 
admitted  that  ihe  Magistracy  at  present  is 
composed  in  general  of  persons  of  character, 
and  that  justice  is  administered  with  acti<^ 
vity,  diligence  and  skill ;  but  alleged  that  it 
has  been  otherwise  formerly,  and  may  be 
the  case  hereafter,  and  therefore  be  was  of 
opinion  that  a  regulation  in  the  Magistracy 
of  Wfstmin^ter  is  necessary  ;  that  there 
should  be  a  qualification  of  Justices  ;  that 
they  should  have   a  reward  for  acting,  as 
the  most  part  of  their  time  will  be  devoted 
to  the  public  service  ;    that  the  fees  to  be 
taken   by  their  Clerks,  should   be  appro- 
priated  to  some  public  service,  such  as  a 
Vagrant  Hospital ;    that   there  should  be 
certain   Rotation  Offices   established    by 
Law;  that   as  be   apprehends   one    such 
Office  might  be  sufficient,  if  properly  re- 
gulated ;  that  the    Rotation  Office  should 
do   all   the  business,,  except  in  emergent 
cases  ;  and  that  the  private  offices  of  Jus- 
tices uf  the  Peace  should  be  abolished,  be- 
cause  it  sometimes  happens  that  a  man 
committed  for  a  notorious  bailable  offence, 
is  carried  to  another  justice  who  bails  him, 
without  knowing  the  enormity  of  his  of- 
fence :  And 

8ir  John  Fielding  said,  that  in  criminal 
offences  that  nearly  regard  the  Public,  it 
is  impracticable  to  use  a  Rotation  Office,  as 
there  are  many  things  that  are  necessary 
to  be  kept  secret ;  and  though  the  whole 
of  the  circumstances  must  be  known  to  the 
acting  Magistrates,  yet  they  cannot  be 
known  by  a  fresh  Magistrate  who  attends 
in  rotation. 

And  he  added,  that  the  great  number  of 
brothels  and  irregular  taverns,  carried  on 
without  licence  from  the  Magistrates,  are 
another  great  cause  of  robberies,  burgla- 
ries and  other  disorders,  and  also  of 
neglect  of  Watchmen  and  Constables  of 
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the  Night  on  their  respective  doties;  tbat 
these  taverns  are  kept  by  persons  of  the 
most  abandoned  characters,  such  as  bawds, 
thieves,   receivers  of  stolen   goods,    and 
Marshalsea  Court  and   Sherifis  Officers, 
who  keep  lock-up  houses ;   the  principal 
of  these  houses  are  situate  in  Covent  Gar- 
den ;    about   30  in   St.  Mary-)e- Strand  ; 
about  12  in  St.  Martin's,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Covent-Garden ;  about  1 2 in  St.  Clement's; 
5  or  6  at  Charing  Cross,  and  in  ,Hedge« 
lane  about  20  ;  that  there  are  many  more 
dispersed  in  different  parts  of  Westminster; 
in    Goodman's-Fields  and    Whitechape), 
many  of  which  are  remarkably  infamous, 
and  are  the  cause  of  disorders  of  every 
kind ;  shelter  for  bullies  to  protect  prosti- 
tutes, and  for  thieves ;  are  a  terror  to  the 
Watchmen  and   Peace    Officers    of   the 
Night ;    a  nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  difficult  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  prosecution,  for  want  of  evi- 
dence ;  apd,  in  short,  pregnant  with  every 
other  mischief  to  society.     That  any  per- 
son desirous  of  gaining   a  livelihood,  by 
keeping  a  place  of  public  entertainment, 
who  is  of  good  reputation,   can  obtain  m 
licence  with  ease  from  the  Magistrates  to 
keep  such  bouse ;  when  a  public  house  ia 
any  neighbourhood  happens  to  be  vacant, 
that  has  been  licenced  before,  the  Magis- 
trates of  Middlesex  and  Westminster  have 
long  held  it  to  be  a  rule  essential  to  the 
public  good  rather  to  diminish  than  in- 
crease the  number  of  public  houses;  that 
persons  of  abandoned  characters,  by  ap- 
plying to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Stamp 
Office,  may   obtain   a  licence   for  selling 
wine ;  by  virtue  of  such  licences  it  is  tbat 
the  taverns  above  described  are  kept  open  ; 
for  the  aforesaid  Commissioners  are  em- 
powered by  Law  to  grant  such  licences  to 
whom  they  shall  think  6t.  That  licences  for 
selling  spirituous  liquors  by  retail  are  not 
granted  by  the  Commissioners  of  Excise, 
unless  the  parties  produce  to  them  a  li- 
cence under  the   bands  and  seals  of  two 
Justices  of  the  Peace   to  sell  ale.    That 
Magistrates  cannot  by  Law  authorize  any 
person  to  sell  ale  without  a  certificate  of 
such  person's  being  of  good  fanie,   and 
sober  life  and  conversation ;   so  that  pro- 
ducing this  licence  to  the  Commissioners 
establishes  their  character  with  them,  and 
takes  away  the  necessity  of  any  enquiry. 
For  remeay  of  which,   he  proposed  that 
wine  licences  should   be  placed  by  Law 
under  the  same  restraints  as  the  licences 
for  selling  spirituous  liquors  now  are.  This 
remedy,  he  apprehends^  might  probably 
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reduce  the  revenue  of  wine  licences;  if 
eonfined  to  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  it  woald, 
in  his  opinion,  diminish  it  no  more  than 
4001    per  annum ;    but  if  extended    to 
Portsmouth,    Plymouth,    Chatham,    and 
other  Dockyards,  it  may  lessen  it  200/. 
more.     He  added,  that  he  thinks  it  more 
necessary  to  correct  the  evil  in  those  parts, 
ai  it  has  a  direct  tendency,  to  corrupt  and 
destroy  the  very  vitals  of  the  Constitution, 
the  lives  of  the  useful  seamen,  who,  bv 
Rieans  of  these  houses,  become  the  objects 
of  plunder  as   long   as  they   have   any 
money,  and  are  induced  to  become  robbers 
when  they  have  none.    And  he  informed 
tht  Committee,  that  there  is  another  great 
evil,  which  is  the  cause  of  these  disorders, 
namely,  the  immense  number  of  common 
prostitutes,  who  mostly  from  necessity  in- 
fest the  streets  of  the  City  and  Liberty  of 
Westminster  and  parts  adjacent,  attended 
by  common  soldiers,  and  other  bullies,  to 
protect  them  from  the  Civil  Power;  these 
prostitutes,  when  they  have  secured  the 
unwary  customers,  lead  them  to  some  of 
the  aforesaid  taverns,  from  whence  they 
seldom  escape  without  being  robbed.   The 
cause  of  this  evil,  as  he  apprehends,  is  the 
great  difficulty,  as  the  Law  now  stands,  to 
punish  those  offenders,  they  being,  as  com- 
mon prostitutes,  scarce,  if  at  all,  within  the 
description  of  any  Statute  now  in  being ; 
and,  he  added,  that  this  subjects  Watch  men. 
Roundhouse-keepers,  constables,  and  even 
the  Magistrates  themselves,  to  prosecu- 
tions from  low  Attornies.     That  the  re- 
medy, in  his  opinion,  should  be  to  declare 
that  persons  walking  or  plying  in  the  said 
streets  for  lewd  purposes,  after  the  Watch 
is  set;  standing  at  the  doors,  or  appearing 
at  the  windows  of  such  taverns  in  an  inde- 
cent manner  for  lewd  purposes,  shall  be 
considered  as  Vagrants,  and  punished  as 
such.     That   as  to  the   circumstance   of 
street  beggars,  it  never  came  to  his  know- 
ledge that  they  are  under  contribution  to 
the  Beadles. 

Mr.  Raintforth,  the  High  Constable, 
being  called,  delivered  in  a  paper  called 
the  State  of  Watch  in  Westminster,  which 
paper  is  hereunto  annexed,  and  said,  That 
all  the  Watchmen  being  assembled  at 
Guildhall,  on  Saturday  the  24th  of  March, 
to  see  the  House-breakers,  they  appeared 
to  him  in  general  very  infirm,  and  unfit  to 
execute  that  oilice.     Then 

Mr.  Thomas  Heath,  a  Burgess  of  tbe 
Duchy  o\'  Lancaster,  being  examined,  said, 
that  both  the  Constables  and  Watch  within 
the  said  Duchy  are  very  insufficient  and 
defective. 


Upon  the  whole  of  which  natter  tha 
Committee  came  to  tht  following  Retola- 
tions  ;  viz. 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  appeara  to  tUi 
Committee,  that  since  tbe  29thday  of  Sap* 
tember  last,  104  houses  within  the  CMaa 
of  London,  Westminster,  and  tbe  parta  ad«- 
j-dcent,  have  been  broke  open,  and  plata, 
jewels,  and  other  goods  stolen  tharefwii» 
to  the  amount  of  4,241/.;  that  the.  said 
evil  hath  increased  very  moch  of  lata 
years,  and  is  likely  still  to  increase,  anleH 
some  efiectual  provision  is  made  to  pie^' 
vent  it, 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thk  Com* 
mittce,  that  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  jevii, 
the  number  of  Constables  in  tbe  City  aid 
Liberty  of  Westminster,  St.  Martin'a  la 
Grand,  and  such  parts  of  the  Docby  ef 
Lancaster  as  are  within  the  said  liberty^ 
should  be  increased ;  and  that  all  pai^ 
sons,  being  householders  within  tlie  saaM^ 
other  than  the  Members  of  both  Heniaa 
of  Parliament,  acting  Jostices  of  the  Peaee^ 
and  certain  other  Officers  and  persons, 
should  be  made  liable  to  senre  na  Con-' 
stables,  or  pay  a  penalty  for  refosinip  to 
serve  the  said  office;  and  that  a  near 
mode  of  appointing  and  discharging  theat 
should  be  adopted. 

S.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Ceas- 
mittee,  that  the  number  of  Watchmen  hi 
the  said  places  should  be  increased; 
able  persons  appointed ;  their  pay 
mented  ;  another  method  adopted  fi»r 
pointing  them ;  that  their  beats  or  districli 
should  be  less  extensive;  their  doty  be 
made  general,  and  that  they  should  be  pat 
under  one  general  direction. 

4.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thia  Coo* 
mittee,  that  the  Beadles  in  many  Pteiihei 
are  not  at  present  of  sufficient  aenrice; 
that  they  should  for  the-intore  be  en- 
ployed  under  another  name,  and  nndar 
some  general  direction  as  Regolatora  ef 
the  Watchmen,  and  to  take  np  Vagrants 
and  other  disorderly  persons  in  their  re« 
spective  Wards ;  and  that  their  nvmbea 
should  be  increased. 

5.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Geai> 
mittee^  that  the  duty  of  Constablea  and 
Watchmen,  and  of  Beadles  nnder  nnnther 
name,  should  be  regulated  with  proper  an* 
courage ments  for  doing  their  dnty,  and 
penalties  for  their  neglect  of  it. 

0.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thia  Cam* 
mittee,  that  the  receiving  Stolen  Ooedi^ 
particularly  Gold  and  Silver  Plate 
Jewels,  should  be  made  more  penal  ; 
the  Keceirers  of  them,  particularly 
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taken  by  Burglary  or  Highway  Robbery, 
be  made  principals. 

7.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  provision  should  be  made  for 
transporting  Criminals,  which  now  are 
transported  to  America,  to  the  Coast  of 
Africa  and  to  the  East  Indies. 

8.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com* 
mittee,  that  common  Balfad-singers,  by 
collecting  great  numbers  of  people  about 
them,  give  opportunities  for  picking 
pockets,  and  are  a  great  nuisance,  and  that 
some  effectual' provision  should  be  made 
for  suppressing  them. 

9.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  present  unrestrained  me- 
thod of  granting  Licences  to  sell  Wine  in 
and  about  the  City  and  Liberty  of  West- 
minster, gives  an  opportunity  to  persons 
of  the  most  abandoned  characters  to  open 
houses  for  the  retailing  of  Wine  to  be 
drank  in  the  said  houses  as  taverns,  which 
are  frequented  by  every  species  of  dis- 
orderly persons,  and  is  a  great  cause  of 
robberies  and  other  disorders;  and  that 
the  said  method  should  be  restrained. 

10.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com-* 
mittee,  that  the  house  in  King  Street,  West* 
minster,  called  Guildhall,  which  is  now  the 
property  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland, and  was  some  years  ago  fitted 
up  by  him  at  his  own  expence,  hath  been 
of  great  benefit  in  the  holding  the  Sessions 
for  the  said  City  and  Liberty,  and  for 
doing  other  essential  public  business  re- 
garding the  same,  and  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  those  purposes. 

1  I.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  Prison  called  the  Gate- 
house, in  the  City  of  Westminster,  to  which 
a  great  number  of  criminals  and  debtors 
are  committed,  is  too  small,  and  totally 
unfit  for  the  purposes  of  a  Common  Gaol 
in  the  present  increased  stale  of  the  said 
City  and  Liberty  thereof;  and  that  there 
is  no  certain  allowance  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  prisoners  committed  thereto. 

12.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  a  strong  and  capacious  Gaol 
for  the  City  and  Liberty  of  Westminster 
should  be  built  in  another  place,  and  some 
provision  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Prisoners  which  are  or  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Gatehouse,  and  to  the  said 
new  Gaol  when  built. 

13.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  larger  and  more  convenient 
Kound-houses  should  be  provided  in  the 
said  City  and  Liberty  of  Westminster,  and 
in  St.  Martin's  Le  Grand,  and  that  part  of 
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the  Dochy  of  Lancaster  which  is  within 
the  said  Laberly,  and  that  no  liquet  should 
be  sold  therein. 
9  April,  J  770. 

No.  IX. 

Report  from  Committee  (1793)  on  West- 
minster Nightly  \yatch. 

The  Committee  who  were  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  Slate  of  the  Nightly 
Watch  within  the  City  and  Liberty  of 
Westminster,  and  to  report  the  sarne^ 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  The 
House,  have,  pursuant  to  the  Order 
of  The  House,  enquired  accordingly ; 
a  State  whereof,  together  with  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Committee,  are  at 
foUoweth;  w'lz. 

Your  Committee,  in  order  to  proceed  in 
a  regular  manner,  directed  the  sereral 
Parishes  to  lay  before  them  the  amount  of 
the  Watch  Rate,  with  the  number  of  Men 
employed  on  that  service,  and  their  Ages 
and  Pay  ;  in  pursuance  whereof  they  re* 
ceired  several  Returns,  and  from  which 
the  following  Observations  are  extracted^ 

N*  L  St.  Paul's,  Covent  Garden,  who 
collect  about  6i6L  per  annum ;  they  em- 
ployed twenty-two  Watchmen,  who  are 
paid,  for  the  Winter  months  \s»,  2d.  per 
night,  for  the  Summer  lOtL  and  for  the 
Spring  and  Autumn  lid.  they  act  under 
the  direction  of  Act  9  George  the  2nd. 

N**  2.  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  and  St. 
George  Bloomsbury.  Your  Committee 
received  from  these  Parishes  two  Returns, 
one  of  which  gave  the  account  of  the 
united  Parishes,  and  the  other  of  St.  George 
Bloomsbury  only;  from  whence  it  ap- 
pears that  they  are  under  no  particular 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  exercise  their  au* 
thority  under  the  Statute  of  Winchester ; 
that  the  Constables  collect  the  money  from 
the  inhabitants,  who  pay  what  they  please, 
and  that  the  Constables  never  account  for 
the  same ;  that  the  above  Statute  relates 
only  to  inhabitants  keeping  Watch  and 
Ward  :  above  200  inhabitants  do  not  pay 
any  thing,  and  most  of  them  are  so  dissa- 
tisfied with  this  mode  of  watching,  that 
they  have  entered  into  voluntary  subscript 
tions  to  pay  other  Watchmen  than  those 
provided  by  the  Constables. 

The  Committee  tiiink  proper  to  repre^ 
sent  to  the  House,  that  during  the  course 
of  their  enquiry  relative  to  these  Parishes* 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  George's, 
gave  evidence,  that  they  apprehended 
they  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  article 
of  watching,  distinct  and  separate  front 
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Su  Giles,  and  Your  Committee  taking  the 
•ame  into  consideration,  an  Act  made  in 
the  1 0th  year  of  Queen  Ann,  for  enlarging 
the  time  given  to  the  Commissioners  for 
building  fifty  new  Churches,  was  read^ 
whereby  it  appears  that  the  said  two  Pa- 
rishes were  to  be  united  as  to  the  Poors 
Kates,  Church  Kates,  Highway  Rates,  and 
other  Parish  Rates,  but  no  mention  is  made 
of  a  Watch  Rate,  therefore  think  the  words 
(other  Parish  Rates)  does  not  comprehend 
the  Watch  Rates. 

That  there  are  two  DiTisions,  and  two 
Constables,  whose  jurisdiction  extends 
equally  over  the  whole  Parishes. 

N**  3.  St.  Andrew's  Holborn  above  the 
Bars,  and  St.  George  the  Martyr;  the 
Watch  Rate,  at  4d.  in  the  pound,  amounts 
to  856/. ;  that  they  employ  30  Watchmen 
and  six  Patrole  men,  who  are  armed  ;  that 
the  pay  of  the  Watchmen  is  U.  Sd,  per 
night  m  Winter,  and  U.  in  Summer ;  the 
pay  of  the  Patrole  men  Is,  6d.  per  night 
in  Winter,  and  Is.  Sd,  per  night  in  Sum- 
mer; that  the  Fourpenny  Rate,  which 
they  are  limited  to  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
will  not  defray  the  expences,  the  deficiency 
whereof  used  to  be  made  good  out  of  the 
surplus  of  the  Rate  for  Cleansing  and 
Lighting,  which  is  now  appropriated  to 
another  purpose ;  that  the  Parish  is  so  well 
lalisfied  with  the  above  Regulations  of 
Patroles  as  well  as  Watchmen  ;  that  a  vo- 
luntary Subscription  has  been  raised  for 
providing  Great  Coats  and  Hats  for  the 
Watchmen  and  Patroles. 

N^  4.  Liberty  of  Saffron  Hill.  The 
rate  at  5d.  in  the  pound,  amounts  to  about 
280/.  per  annum;  they  employ  13  Watch- 
men all  the  year,  and  two  Patrole  Men  for 
four  Winter  months ;  the  pay  of  the 
Watch  is  U.  2(/.  per  night  in  Winter,  and 
Is,  in  Summer,  and  the  pay  of  the  two 
Patrole  Men  is  lOs,  6d.  per  week  each. 
The  Watch  and  Beadles  are  regulated  by 
Act  lOth  Geo.  IL  which  appoints  40  Trus- 
tees to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Parish. 

N°  5.  St.  James,  Westminster.  The 
collection  last  year  was  1,497/.;  they  em- 
ploy 56  Watchmen,  at  is.  Id.  per  night  in 
Winter,  and  9d.  in  Summer,  and  lid,  in 
Spring  and  Autuprin. 

N"*  6.  St.  Clement  Danes.  The  collec- 
tion last  year  was  670/. ;  they  employ  25 
Watchmen,  at  is.  2d,  per  night  in  Winter, 
and  iOd.  in  Summer;  they  are  empowered 
to  raise  no  more  than  4i.  in  the  pound. 

>i*  7.  St.  Ann,  Westminster ;  the  rate 
at  5d.  in  the  pound  amounts  to  809/. ;  they 
employ  25  Watchmen,  at  \0d.  per  night 
ia  Winter^  and  8(/.  per  night  iu  Summer. 


N**  8.  St.  George,  Haoover^uniara.  Thi 
collection  from  Midsummer  1770,  toMid» 
summer  1771,  was  1,431/.;  they  employ 
61  Watchmen  at  1<.  per  night  each^anri 
four  Patrole  Watchment 

N**  9.  St.  Margaret  and  St.  John  tbe 
Evangelist.  The  collection  Jast  year  waa 
for  both  Parishes,  1,230/.;  at  6a.  in  the 
pound,  and  the  inhabitants  charged  at 
rack  rent ;  they  employ  48  Watchmen  at 
Is.  2d.  per  night  in  Winter,  and  lOdL  per 
night  in  Summer. 

M*"  10.  St.  Mary  le  Strand.  The  col- 
lection tbe  last  year  was  89/. :  they  em- 
ploy three  Watchmen,  at  181.  5«»  per 
annum  each ;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
money  collected  it  retained  by  the  Beadle, 
for  providing  an  apartment  as  a  Watch- 
house,  Fire  and  Candles  therein,  aoperin^ 
tending  the  Watchmen,  and  collecting  the 
Money. 

N""  1 1.  St.  Martin  in  the  Fieldi.  Hie 
collection  at  4</.  in  the  pound  amonnti  to 
894/.;  they  employ  85  Watchmen  at  I8t 
per  annum  each. 

N""  12.  Precinct  of  the  Savoy.  Hie 
collection  at  4(/.  in  the  poond  amonnti  to 
17/.  per  annum ;  they  employ  one  Watch- 
man at  is.  Qd,  per  night  in  Winter,  and 
10^.  per  night  in  Summer. 
'  Your  Committee  having  considered  the 
above  particulars^  find,  that  the  mode  of 
watching  and  pay  of  the  men  it  very  irre- 
gular and  various ;  that  in  tome  pariafaH 
they  employ  Patroles,  and  in  otheia 
Watchmen  ;  and  that  the  Statute  of  Win- 
chester, being  very  obsolete,  is  a  Tory  im- 
proper Regulation. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  Committee 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions  : 

K  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  present  mode  of  watching, 
and  pay  of  the  Watchmen,  within  tbe 
City  and  Liberty  of  Wettminsterp  is  very 
irregular  and  various,  and  ought  to  be  pat 
under  proper  Regulations. 

1/.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  ConH 
mittee,  that  it  would  tend  to  the  safety  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  City  and  li- 
berty, if  a  regular  and  uniform  Watch, 
with  Patroles,  was  established  nnder  pro* 
per  Regulations. 

3.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  it  will  be  necessary  to  Itfvy  a 
Rate  upon  the  inhabitants^  to  answer  the 
above  purposes. 

4.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com« 
mittee,  that  in  levying  the  mid  Rate,  the 
two  Parishes  of  St.  George  Blnnmsbiryj 
and  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  ought.  ta:h» 
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considered  as  one  Parish,  in  like  manner 
as  ihey  are  in  the  colleciion  of  Poor  and 
Church  Raiea. 

5.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
miitee,  that  Constables  of  the  Night  nhould 
be  appointed,  who,  as  well  as  the  Beadles, 


Watchmen,  and  Patrole  M«n,  thoold  be 
under  the  directionn  of  proper  Personi  in 
each  Parish,  lo  be  called  Direcion  of  th« 
Watch. 

15  Febraary,  1775. 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  EAST  INDIA  COMPANY'S  CHARTER,  &c. 
Ordered,  by  llie  Hotue  qf  Commoru,  lobeprhied,  \^  April  \i\'2. 


Copies  of  CORRESPONDENCE  that  liaa 
lalten  place  between  the  President  of 
Ihe  Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of 
India,  and  the  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  East  India  Company  ; — together 
with  the  Minutes  of  tlie.Court  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  saiil  Company  ;— re- 
:>pecting  the  Renewal  oftlieir  Occlu- 
sive Privileges  :— As  laid  tftfore  the 
Proprietors  of  East  India  Slock,  at  their 
General  Court,  on  the  25lh  of  March 
IS  12. 

At  a  Secret  Cohmitteb  of  Corres- 
pondence, the  jih  October  l&OS. 
Read  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon. 
Robert  Dondas  to  The  Chairs,  dated  the 
30th  September  J  desiring  to  aiceriain 
the  opinioti  of  the  Court,  ai  to  Uie  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  bringing  for- 
ward, in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament, 
the  subject  of  renewing  the  Company's 
Charier.  The  Committee  baviog  de'li- 
beriited  thereon,  agreed  on  the  substance 
of  an  Answer,  lo  be  further  considered  at 
their  next  meeting. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Robert 
Dundas  to  the  Chairman  and  De- 
puty Chairman;  noticed  in  the 
preceding  Minute. 

Mehille  Castle,  Sept.  30,  1808, 
CJentlemen;  Tiie  propriety  and  expe- 
diency of  applying  to  Parliament  for  a  re. 
newal  of  the  privileges  of  exclusive  trade 
enjoytd  by  the  East  India  Company,  with 
such  modifications  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary, and  for  the  continuance  of  the 
system  of  government  in  the  British  Ter- 
ritories in  India  on  its  present  basis,  but 
with  such  amendments,  also,  as  the  expe- 
rience of  its  eltecls  may  appear  to  demand, 
having  lately  been  the  subject  of  frequent 
consideration  and  discussion,  you  will 
probably  concur  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
it  is  advisable  now  to  ascertain,  whether 
the  Court  of  Directors  are  desiroui  of  aKi- 
(  VOL.  XXU.)—Appcadix. 


I  latin;  the  question  at  present,  and  of  lub- 
mitting  it,  in  all  its  details,  to  the  early 
'  consideration  of  Parliament.      I  have  tha 
honour  to  be,  &c.         Robert  Dundas. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Deputy 

Chairman    of   the    East 

India  Company. 

At  a  Secret  Committee  of  Corret- 
poadence,  the  ISth  of  Oct.  1808. 
Agreed  lo  the  following  draft'of  an  An> 
(Wer  to  the  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  froia 
the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Doodu. 
(Secret.]  Eait  India Umae,  OkK.  ^2,  \mt. 
Sir;  We  now  propose  to  do  oarsclTca 
the  honour  of  replying  to  your  letter  of 
the  30th  of  last  month.  From  the  com- 
muoications  we  have  at  diflerent  times  ba<i 
with  the  Membert  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, we  are  well  assured  it  is  the  ge- 
neral sense  of  that  Body,  that  it  will  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  Public  and  the  Com- 
pany, that  ihe  Charter  should  be  early  re- 
newed. Conrinced  (hat  this  is  their  opi- 
nion, and  apprehensive  lest  inconrenience 
might  be  produced,  by  selling  this  im- 
portant subject  afloat  before  it  was  in  soma 
degree  matured,  we  have  not  thought  'it 
necessary  formally  to  resort  to  the  Court 
for  a  declaration  of  their  judgment  upon 
the  question  you  are  pleased  to  propose  to 
us;  but  we  have,  in  order  to  obtain  what 
we  conceiv*  to  be,  with  the  knowledge  we 
before  possessed,  sufficient  warrant  to  Ui 
to  give  an  answer  to  your  preliminary 
enquiry,  laid  your  letter  before  a  Secret 
Committee  of  Correspondence  :  and  we 
are  authoriaed  to  state  it  lo  be  their  opi> 
nion,  as  it  is  our  own,  not  only  that  th« 
interests  of  the  Public,  as  well  as  of  the 
CoEipany,  will  be  best  consulted,  by  con- 
tinuing the  present  system  of  Indian  ad- 
ministration, but  that  it  is  material  tha 
Charter  should  be  speedily  renewed. 

With  respect  to  «ny  modifications  whicli 
you  or  His  Majesty's  Government  may 
have  in  contemplation  to  propose,  we  shall 
be  happy  to  be  made  acquaiated  wit^ 
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them,  and  to  bring  them  under  the  most 
serious  consideration  of  this  House.  We 
can  at  present  only  state,  that  we  trust 
there  will  be  no  disposition  to  introduce 
any  change,  that  would  alter  or  weaken 
the  main  principles  and  substance  of  the 
present  system,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Company,  is  essential  to  the  due  ma- 
nagement and  preservation  of  British  In- 
dia ;  and  that,  with  respect  to  minor  points, 
as  far  as  they  may  be  really  compatible 
with  those  essential  objects,  the  Court  will 
not  be  influenced  by  any  partial  views  to 
withhold  from  them  the  fair  consideration 
due  to  them. 

Glad  that  you  have  seen  it  proper  to 
bring  forward  this  weighty  subject,  and 
desirous  to  be  favoured  with  your  further 
communications  upon  it,  as  soon  as  may 
suit  your  convenience,  We  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be.  Sir,  &c.         Edward  Paury, 

Charles  Grant. 
The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Dundas, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

At  a  Secret  Court  of  Directors, 
held  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  Dec. 
1808. 

The  Chairman  laid  before  the  Court : — 
Minutes  of  a  Secret  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, held  the  5th  October  last; 
Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Dundas 
to  the  Chairs,  dated  the  30th  September 
]ast„referred  to  in  the  Minutes  above-men- 
tioned ;  Minutes  of  a  Secret  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  held  the  12th  October 
last ;  and  draft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chairs 
to  Mr.  Dundas,  dated  the  same  day.  It 
was  then,  on  a  motion,  Resolved  unani- 
mously. That  this  Court  approve  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Secret  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, of  the  5th  and  12th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon, 
RobertDundasof  the  last-mentioned  date. 

At  a  Secret  Court  of  DraficTORs, 
held  on  Friday,  the  lOih  December 

1808. 

Minutes  of  the  7th  Instant  were  read 
and  approved. 

Draft  of  a  letter  from  the  Chairman 
and  Deputy  to  the  Right  Hon.  Robert 
Dundas,  oilering  some  suggestions  of  a 
general  nature,  as  the  principal  founda- 
tions on  which  a  new  agreement  between 
the  Public  and  the  East  India  Company 
may  be  placed,  was  read  and  unanimously 
approved,  being  as  follows;  viz. 

East  India  House,  Dec.  J  6,  1  SOS. 

Sir^   In  consequence  of  a  conference 
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which  we  lately  had  the  honour  to  hold 
with  you,  we  have  laid  before  the  Cooit 
of  Directors  the  letter  which  you  were 
pleased  to  write  to  as,  under  date  the  SOth 
September  last,  on  the  subject  of  renewiii|^ 
the  Company's  Charter,  together  with  the 
answer  which  we  returned  to  that  letter* 
on  the  12th  October  following ;  and  we 
are  now  instructed  by  the  Court  to  state 
to  you,  that  they  approve  of  that  anawer» 
and  are  ready  to  enter  with  yoa,  tbroagh 
the  medium  of  their  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, into  a  consideration  of  thQ 
various  objects  to  which  it  may  be  proper 
to  attend,  in  bringing  forward  so  impor- 
tant a  measure. 

At  the  present  moment  it  would,  io  the 
opinion  of  the  Court,  be  premature  in 
them,  to  proceed  to  any  detailed  specifica- 
tion of  those  objects,  to  which  it  may  be 
proper,  on  part  of  the  Company,  to  attend, 
or  to  anticipate  any  discussioiii.  which  it 
may  be  tne  wish  of  His  Majesty'a  Mioia- 
ters  to  propose  ;  but  the  Court  beg  leafe 
to  offer  some  suggestions  of  a  general  ni^ 
ture,  as  the  principal  foundations  on  which 
a  new  agreement  between  the  Public  and 
the  East  India  Company  may  be  placed. 

1st.  The  system  by  which  the  legisla- 
ture has  continued  to  the  Company  the 
government  of  the  territories  acquired  by 
it  in  the  East,  with  a  regulated  monopoly 
of  the  trade,  has  been  held  by  the  most 
eminent  persons  conversant  with  that 
quarter  and  its  affairs,  to  be  moat  ez^ 
pedient,  both  for  the  foreign  and  domeitic 
interests  of  this  country.  Under  it»  thoae 
territories  have  been  improved,  and  the 
security  and  happiness  of  the  vast  popular 
tion  they  contain  have  been  sisrnally  in- 
creased. It  is  also  a  system  which  esta- 
blishes salutary  checks  for  the  exerciie  of 
the  authority  lodged  in  this  country  over 
the  Indian  administration,  and  for  all  the 
local  details  of  that  administration,  in  its 
political,  judicial,  financial,  and  commer- 
cial departments ;  and  provides  with  WH 
gular  felicity  for  a  succession  of  a  body  of 
able  and  honourable  European  terrantSp 
who  yield  in  general  character  and  utility 
to  no  class  of  public  functionaries  under  thie 
Empire.  In  like  manner,  the  constitntioa 
of  the  Indian  army  has  proved  itself  calcn* 
lated  to  produce  a  body  of  officers  of  high 
military  spirit,  and  of  very  distingoished 
skill  and  conduct.    The  Court,  ther^ibre^ 

trust  t  h  at  no  materi  al  change  in  this  system  ; 
no  change  which  would  affect  its  principlea 
or  impair  its  efficiency,  will  be  propooed. 
2d.  la  this  case,  it  will  be  nnnncrnary 
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to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  ihe  right  of 
the  Company  to  the  territorial  posses- 
sions ;  a  right  which  they  hold  to  be  clear, 
and  must  always  maintain,  as  flowing  from 
their  acquisition  of  those  territories,  under 
due  authority,  and  after  long  hazards  and 
yicissitudes,  and  great  expence. 

3d.  The  situation  of  the  Company  is,  at 
this  time,  very  different  from  what  it  was 
at  the  last  renewal  of  the  Charter,  in  1793. 
European  war,  with  hardly  any  inter- 
mission through  the  whole  of  the  period 
that  has  since  elapsed,  has  exceedingly 
increased  the  expences,  and  reduced  the 
profits  of  the  Company  at  home ;  and  has 
likewise  enlarged  the  scale  of  expences 
abroad  ;  where,  moreoTer,  wars  with  the 
Native  Powers  have  been  repeatedly  car- 
ried on,  to  the  vast  accumulation  of  the 
Indian  debt,  now  advanced  from  eight 
millions  sterling,  at  which  it  stood  in 
17(;3,  to  about  thirty-two  millions.  With- 
out meaning  at  all  to  advert,  in  this  place, 
to  the  question  concerning  the  policy  of 
some  of  those  wars  with  the  Princes  of 
India,  it  is  safe  and  proper  to  affirm,  that 
they  were  not,  in  any  degree,  directed  by 
the  Executive  Body  of  the  Company,  but 
proceeded  from  causes  which  that  Body 
could  not  controul.  As,  in  consequence 
of  all  the  events  which  have  happened 
since  the  year  1793,  the  benefits  intended 
to  the  Proprietors  of  East-India  Stock,  by 
the  Charter  then  passed,  have  not  been 
realized  ;  so  the  Court  trust,  that  in  the 
formation  of  a  new  Charter,  due  care  will 
be  taken  to  secure  their  proper  share  of 
advantage  in  any  future  amelioration  of 
the  Company's  aftairs,  and  especially  that 
no  measure  will  be  adopted,  which  can 
have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  value  of 
their  capital  stock.  The  dividend  on  that 
stock,  which  is  only  equivalent  to  the  legal 
interest  of  money,  is  all  that  the  proprie- 
tors have  ever  received  from  the  united 
sources  of  Indian  revenue  and  Indian 
commerce,  whilst  the  country  has  been 
enriched  by  the  long-continued  influx  of 
private  wealth,  and  raised  in  the  scale  of 
nations  by  the  political  importance  of  ihe 
Indian  empire. 

4th.  The  liquidation  of  the  Indian  debt 
is,  on  all  hands,  agreed  to  be  a  measure 
of  indispensable  necessity.  From  the 
magnitude  to  which  the  debt  has  now 
risen,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  pre- 
sent unexampled  time,  the  aid  of  the  Pub- 
lic will  probably  be  necessary  to  the  at- 
tainment of  this  most   desirable  object* 
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For  the  aid  that  may  thus  be  afforded,  the 
Court  conceire  that  sufficient  means  of  re- 
imbursement from  the  Indian  territory  and 
revenue  may  be  found ;  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  a  plan,  for  these  purposes,  might, 
as  the  Court  conceive,  form  a  very  ma- 
terial part  of  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Charter. 

5th.  To  apportion  duly  between  the 
Public  and  the  Company  the  military  ex- 
pences of  the  Indian  empire,  is  another 
measure  now  become  unavoidable.  For 
wars  growing  out  of  the  Indian  system,  or 
out  of  sources  purely  Indian,  the  revenues 
and  other  means  of  the  Company  were 
long  made  to  suffice,  including  even  the 
charges  of  occasional  attacks  upon  the  In- 
dian settlements  of  European  nations ;  but 
the  influence  of  European  war  has,  in  the 
present  protracted  period  of  hostility,  ex- 
tended itself  more  and  more  to  India,  oc* 
casioning  the  expence  of  various  distant 
expeditions,  and  the  increase  of  the  mi- 
litary establishment,  particularly  in  the 
European  troops  of  His  Majesty,  which 
from  being  twenty  years  ago  only  a  very 
few  regiments,  now  amount  to  above 
twenty  thousand  men,  and  those  of  the 
most  expensive  description  of  troops  com- 
posing the  military  force  of  British  India  : 
nor  is  it  at  all  improbable,  that  from  the 
avowed  design  of  France  to  invade  our 
Indian  possessions  with  great  armies  by 
land,  it  may  be  necessary  still  largely  to 
augment  our  European  force  in  that 
quarter.  For  a  war  of  this  description  the 
Indian  revenues,  if  unincumbered  with 
debt,  would  be  very  inadequate.  It  would 
be  an  European  war  for  European  pbjects  ; 
a  straggle  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  on  the  soil  of  India,  for  the  main* 
tenance'  and  support  of  their  power  ia 
Europe.  For  such  an  object,  to  which  the 
national  funds  only  are  commensurate,  the 
national  funds  undoubtedly  ought  to  pro- 
vide ;  and  as  we  know  that,  in  this,  we  state 
only  what  your  own  mind  has  already  per- 
ceived  and  approved,  we  the  more  con« 
fidently  hope,  that  in  the  new  Charter 
proper  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  doe 
regulation  of  so  important  a  concern. 

6th.  As  the  early  renewal  of  the  Charter 
will  serve  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Company  in  the  transaction  of  their  af« 
fairs,  and  improve  their  credit,  so  its  re* 
newal,  for  the  like  period  as  the  present 
one  runs,  and  from  the  time  of  its  ex4 
piratioD,  would  conduce  to  the  same  ends) 
and  the  Court  are  not  aware  of  any  object 
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tion  to  the  proposition  of  this  term.    We 
have  the  honour  to  be>  Sir,  &c. 

Edward  Pakby, 
Charles  Grant. 
The  Right  Honourable  Robert 
Dundas,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

At  a  Secret  Court  of  Directors, 
held  on  Friday  the  1 3 ih  of  January, 
1809. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Dun- 
das,  dated  the  28th  December  last,  to 
the  Chairman  and  Deputy,  in  reply 
to  their  letter  of  the  16th  December, 
was  read ;  viz. 

Downing  Street,  Dec,  28,  1 808. 

Gentlemen ;  In  submitting  to  your  con* 
sideration  such  observations  as  have  oc- 
curred to  me  on  your  letter  of  the  16th 
instant,  it  is  necessary  that  yon  should  un* 
derstand  them  to  be  merely  preliminary, 
in  contemplation  of  future  discussions,  and 
by  no  means  as  the  result  of  any  plan  or 
projected  system,  matured  in  concert  with 
His  Majesty's  confidential  Servants.  It 
will  depend  on  the  judgment  which  the 
Court  of  Directors  may  form  on  the  pro* 
priety  or  necessity  of  adhering  to  the  pre- 
sent system  of  their  Indian  trade  and  ad- 
ministration in  all  its  parts,  whether  I  shall 
be  enabled  to  hold  out  to  them  any  expec- 
tation, that  their  application  to  Parliament 
for  a  renewal  of  the  Company's  Charter 
v/\\\  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  go- 
vernment. 

I  shall  follow  the  order  adopted  in  your 
letter,  in  respect  to  the  subjects  which  you 
have  particularly  mentioned,  and  shall 
ofler  some  additional  remarks  on  any  other 
important  branches  of  the  present  system, 
in  which  alterations  may  probably  be 
deemed  indispensibly  necessary. 

1st.  Concurring  in  substance  with  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  first  article,  I 
shall  not  enlarge  upon  its  details.  I  have 
not  yet  heard  or  read  any  arguments 
against  the  continuance  of  the  system 
under  which  the  British  Possessions  in 
India  are  governed,  of  sufficient  weight  to 
counterbalance  the  practical  benefits 
which  have  been  derived  from  it,  in  their 
increased  and  increasing  prosperity,  and 
the  general  security  and  happiness  of 
their  inhabitants.  It  is  possible  that  the 
same  effects  might  have  been  produced 
under  a  government  immediately  de- 
pendent on  the  Crown ;  but  for  the  at- 
tainment of  those  objects,  the  experiment 
is,  at  least,  unnecessary,  and  it  might  be 
Attended  with  dangers  to  the  Constitution 


of  this  Country,  which,  if  they  cm  be 
avoided,  it  would  be  unwise  to  encoonter. 
Any  alteration,  therefore,  which  may 
be  suggested  in  this  part  of  the  ^atcn^ 
will  probably  be  only  in  its  details.  It 
may,  however,  be  deemed  adTlMble,  to 
extend  the  controuling  authority  of  tha 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  soch  proceed* 
ings  of  the  Court  of  Directors  in  Bogtand, 
as  are  immediately  connected  with  the 
government  of  revenues  of  the  Company's 
territorial  possessions  in  India,  more  espe- 
cially if  the  suggestion  cimtained  in  yoer 
fourth  Article  should  be  adopted. 

2d.  In  the  view  which  I  ha?e  abeady 
taken  of  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
preceding  article,  it  is  certainly  onnecei- 
sary  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  Coei* 
pany's  right  to  the  permanent  posaessioos 
of  the  British  territories  in  India.  It  is 
impossible  that  this  right  should  be  relin* 
qutshed  on  the  part  of  the  Public*  or  that 
a  claim  can  be  admitted  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  to  the  extent  which  has  some* 
times  been  maintained^  and  to  which  you 
seem  to  have  adverted  in  the  second  article. 
5d.  It  is  equally  impossible  toecqniesce 
in  all  the  reasoning,  though  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  concur  in  the  conclosion  de- 
duced from  it  in  the  third  article.-  I  thmk 
it  very  desirable,  that  no  measure  shcwld 
he  adopted,  in  the  renewal  of  the  Charterj 
I  which  would  have  the  efiect  of  redocinf 
the  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  and  that  due  care  should 
be  taken  to  secure  their  proper  share  of 
advantage,  in  any  future  amelioration  off 
their  affairs ;  but  as  the  law  has  regulated 
the  mode  in  which  those  afiairs,  at  home 
and  abroad,  should  be  administered,  I  can^ 
not  enter  into  the  distinction  which  is 
stated  in  this  article,  and  which  I  have 
met  with  on  other  occasions,  as  to  the 
equitable  claim  of  the  Compady  to  any 
remuneration  from  the  Public,  or  other 
benefit,  on  account  of  wars,  or  other  events 
which,  as  represented  in  your  letter,  did 
not  originate  in  ''  the  Executive  Body  of 
the  Company,  but  proceeded  from  cansea 
which  that  Body  could  not  controoL" 

It  would  be  premature,  in  ihb  stage  ef 
the  discussion,  to  enter  into  any  details, 
as  to  the  proportion  of  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived by  the  Company  or  the  Poblic* 
respectively,  from  any  future  amelionhi 
tion  in  the  state  of  your  finances ;  and  any 
contingent  expectation  of  that  nature 
must,  at  all  events,  be  postponed,  till  a 
large  portion  of  the  Indian  debt  has  beM 
discharged* 
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4ih.  The  liquidation  of  that  debt  is  an-    out  of   their  own 
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doubted ly  a  measure  of  indispensibie  ne* 
cessity,  not  only  to  the  Company  but  to 
the  Public.     If  we  were  now  called  upon 
to  discuss  the  right  of  the  Public  to  the 
territorial  revenues  which  have  been  ob- 
tained in  India,  either  by  ces&ion  or  con- 
quest, it  would   be   impossible  to  relieve 
the  question  from  the  fair  claims  of  the 
Company  and   their  creditors  to  a  reim- 
bursement of  the  expences  which  have 
been  incurred,   and  the  discharge  of  the 
debts  which  have  been  contracted,  in  the 
acquisition  and  maintenance  of  those  pos- 
sessions.    Entertaining  that  opinion,  and 
convinced  that   the  liquidation  of  the  In- 
dian debt,  in  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
mode,  would  be   a  measure  of  mutual  in- 
terest and  advantage,  1  do  not  suppose 
that  your  suggestion  in  the  fourth  article 
would  be  objected  to  by  Government,  pro- 
vided the  necessity,  or  at  least  the  expe- 
diency of  such  an   interference,  on  the 
part  of  the  Public,  is  made  obvious  and 
apparent;  and  provided,  also,  that  sufficient 
security  is  aflbrded  for  the  punctual  pay- 
ment ot  the  interest,  and  of  an  adequate 
sinking   fund,  for  the  liquidation  of    the 
principal  of  any  sums  advanced  for  that 
purpose.     I  need    not  remind  you,  how« 
ever,  that  any  such  aid   from'the  Public 
will  be  unavailing,  and  the  relief  aflbrded 
by  it  will  be  temporary  and  delusive,  un- 
less by  the  zealous  exertions  of  your  go- 
vernments  abroad,  and  the   minute   and 
detailed  investigation  and  unremitting  at- 
tention of  the  Court  of  Directors,  the  or- 
dinary expenditure  in  India,  including  the 
interest  of  debt,  shall   be  brought  within 
the  limit  of  vour  annual   income.      The 
most    sanguine  expectations  of  a   result 
even  luore  favourable,  and  of  a  large  sur- 
plus  revenue   above   your   ordinary   ex- 
pences in  time  of  peace,    have   recently 
been  conveyed  to  you   by  Lord  Minto; 
but  I  trust  that  the  Court  of  Directors  will 
not  be  induced   by  those   hopes,  however 
well  founded,  to  relax  in  their  exertions. 
Every  item  of  those,  or   any   other  esti- 
mates, which  the  Court  may  exhibit,  must 
be  strictly  scrutinized  and  compared  with 
the  actual    results  of  former  years,  and 
with  the  detailed  account  of  any  reductions 
which  may  have  been  ordered  or  carried 
into  cfl'ect, 

5th.  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  ac- 
ceding, with  some  limitations,  to  the  prin- 
ciple for  which  you  contend  in  your  fifth 
article.  It  is  absurd  and  unreasonable 
to  suppose,  that  the  East-India  Company 


revenues,  can  long 
maintain  a  contest  against  the  power 
of  France,  aided  by  the  greater  part  of 
Europe  and  a  large  portion  or  Asia. 
If  the  principal  theatre  of  the  war  be- 
tween European  nations  is  to  be  trans* 
ferred  to  Hindostan,  it  must  be  supported 
to  a  considerable  extent,  by  European  re- 
sources; and  if  our  empire  in  India  is 
an  object  worth  preserving,  this  country 
roust  contribute  to  its  defence,  against  any 
attack  of  the  description  which  we  have 
been  taught  to  expect.  The  extraordi- 
nary expences  incurred  in  the  necessary 
preparations  for  such  a  warfare,  or  in  the 
actual  contest,  ought  not,  injustice,  to  be 
imposed  as  a  burthen  on  the  Company 
alone,  even  if  they  were  able  to  sustain  it* 

0th.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  for 
extending  the  duration  of  the  Charter  be* 
yond  such  a  limit,  as,  with  the  unexpired 
term,  will  be  equal  to  the  period  granted 
in  J  7 93;  but  I  state  this  merely  on  the 
first  consideration  of  the  subject ;  and  if 
the  general  question  is  to  be  discussed,  I 
shall  pay  due  attention  to  any  suggestions 
which  the  Court  may  think  it  right  to  offer 
on  that  particular  point. 

Having  thus  adverted,  at  greater  length 
perhaps  than  was  necessary,  to  the  varioua 
topics  introduced  into  your  letter,  I  shall 
proceed  to  state  such  observations  as  ap- 
pear to  me  necessary  to  be  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  finally 
to  decide,  whether,  under  the  circum-- 
stances  of  the  present  situation  of  the  Com- 
pany's  affairs,  and  of  the  expectations 
which  will  probably  be  entertained  by  the 
public,  and  sanctioned  by  governmentt 
they  will  adhere  to  their  intention  of  ap- 
plying now  to  parliament  for  a  renewal  of 
the  Company's  Charter. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  the  Court,,  that 
whenever  an  opportunity  is  afforded  of 
deciding  in  parliament  on  the  propriety  of 
continuing  in  the  Company  any  privileges 
of  a  commercial  nature,  it  will  beimport-^ 
ant  to  consider,  whether  the  system  esta« 
blished  by  the  Act  of  1793,  for  .the  trade- 
of  private  individuals  between  Britain  and 
India,  has][answered  the  expectations,  or 
fulfilled  the  intentions  of  the  legislature. 
It  is  wholly  unnecessary  for  me,  at  present 
to  enter  into  any  detail  of  the  various  dis* 
cussions  which  have  taken  place  on  that 
subject.  The  arguments  on  both  sides  of 
the  question  must  be  familiar  to  the  Court, 
and  the  opinions  of  those  persons  who  have 
turned  their  attention  to  it  bavei  in  all  prq* 
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bability  been  long  since  fixed  and  settled  : 
it  18  iit^  therefore,  that  the  Court  should 
now  understand  distinctly,  that  I  cannot 
bold  out  to  them  the  expectation,  that  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  will  concur  in  an  ap- 
plication to  Parliament  for  a  renewal  of 
any  privileges  to  the  East  India  Company, 
ivhich  will  prevent  British  merchants  and 
manufacturers  from  trading  to  and  from 
Lidia,  and  the  other  countries  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  Company's  exclusive 
trade  (the  dominions  of  the  empire  of  China 
excepted,)  in  ships  and  vessels  bired  or 
freighted  by  themselves,  instead  of  being 
confined,  as  at  present,  to  ships  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Company,  or  licenced  by  the 
Court  of  Directors.  In  the  detail  of  any 
legislative  provisions  which  it  might  be 
expedient  to  enact  on  this  suhject,i  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  guard  against 
the  abuses,  which  would  arise,  from  facili- 
ties thus  afforded  to  persons  attempting  to 
settle  and  reside  in  the  British  territories, 
without  a  licence  from  the  Company,  or 
without  the  sanction  or  knowledge  of  the 
local  governments. 

There  are  various  other  points  to  which 
it  would  also  be  necessary  to  pay  due  at- 
tention, not  only  as  important  to  the  Com- 
pany and  to  the  general  trade  of  the  coun- 
try* but  essential  to  the  security  and  easy 
collection  of  the  public  revenue.  It  would 
obviously,  however,  be  premature,  on  this 
occasion,  to  enter  into  any  further  detail, 
and  I  have  confined  myself  to  a  mere 
statement  of  the  general  proposition. 

Another  point,  which  would  probably 
be  deemed  indispensable,  is  an  alteration 
in  the  military  system  in  India,  for  the 
removal  of  those  jealousies  and  divisions, 
which  have  unfortunately  been  too  preva- 
lent, between  the  difierent  branches  of  the 
military  service  in  that  quarter,  and  which 
must,  at  all  times,  be  highly  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interest ;  and  for  the  correction 
of  the  anomalous  system  of  divided  re- 
sponsibility, which  prevails  at  present' in 
this  country,  in  every  thing  that  relates  to 
the  military  defence  of  India.  The  only 
effectual  remedy  for  these  evils  will,  pro- 
bably, be  found  in  arrangements  for  con- 
solidating your  Indian  Army  with  the 
King's  troops,  founded  upon  the  plan  so 
strongly  recommended  by  lord  Cornwal- 
)is,  with  such  modifications  as  the  actual 
constitution  of  your  service  may  render 
expedient  or  necessary.  These  arrange* 
ments  need  not  be  attended  with  any  al- 
teration in  the  system  of  promotion  now  in 
operation  among  the  officers  of  the  native 
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branch  of  the  service,  or  with  any  dimina- 
tion  (they  might  more  probably  produce  an 
increase)  of  any  other  proflBSsioaal  advaa« 
tages  which  those  officers  now  enjoy ;  nei* 
ther  would  they,  in  any  degree,  interfere 
with  the  general  authority  now  poieissd 
by  the  Court  of  Directors  and  the  Govern* 
ments  in  India  over  all  bis  Majesty's  fbroei 
serving  in  those  parts,  or  with  their  eon« 
troul  over  all  disbursements  of  a  military 
nai  ore.  I  am,  moreover,  not  aware  of  any 
reason  against  continuing  in  the  Conrt  oif 
Directors  the  nomination  of  all  cadets, 
destined  to  hold  commissions  in  the  Indian 
army. 

Having  thus  stated  to  you,  for  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  the 
principal  points  to  which  1  was  deairoosof 
drawing  their  attention  upon- this  occasion, 
I  have  only  to  assure  yoo,  that  it  will  be 
the  earnest  desire  of  His  Majesty's  Go* 
vernment,  to  suggest  to  Parliament  such  a 
system  only,  as  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  principles  on  which  the  regalations  of 
nS'i'  and  1793  were  founded,  as  will  se- 
cure to  this  kingdom  all  the  benefit  thai 
can  practicably  be  derived  from  its  trade 
with  our  possessions  in  India,  and  to  the 
natives  of  those  countries  a  government, 
and  an  administration  of  laws,  suited  to 
their  customs,  habits,  and  prejudices,  and 
consistent  with  the  British  character,  and 
which  shall  also  be  strong  and  efficienty 
without  adding  unnecessarily  to  the  an- 
thority  of  the  Executive  Government  at 
home,  or  increasing,  to  any  dangerous  ez« 
tent^  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  1  have 
the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  ficc* 

ROBSaT    DUNDAS. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  East 
India  Company. 

Draft  of  a  proposed  Letter,  in  reply,  pre- 
pared by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
was  also  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  drafl  be  talced 
into  consideration  on  Tuesday  next,  the 
I7thinst. 

At  a  Secret  Court  of  DiascroaSt 
held  on  Tuesday,  the  1 7th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1809. 

The  Draft  of  a  proposed  Letter  to  Mr* 
Dundas,  which  was  read  the  13th  instant^ 
being  again  read ;  Resolved  unanimonsly^ 
That  this  Court  approve  the  said  Letter. 

Letter  from  the  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairmkn  to  the  right  hon*  Robeit 
Dundas;   noticed  in  the  preceding 

^  Minute* 
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EnU  India  Itmise.Jan.  13,  tiiOO. 

Sir;  l'h«  letii:r  wl.ich  you  did  u*  ll 
honour  to  addrres  la  us,  on  the  28th  of 
lust  monib,  un  the  important  labject  of  a 
renewal  of  ihe  Company'!  Charier,  has 
received  th«  mostseriou<:  comideraiioD  of 
the  Court  of  Directors,  and  we  are,  by 
their  unantmous  resolution,  instructed  to 
submit  to  you  the  following  answer  to  it. 

The  Court  having,  in  the  letter  which 
we  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  on  the 
ICJth  of  last  month,  thought  it  sufficient  to 
sketch  the  outlines  of  those  principles  and 
propositionswhichshould.in  their  opinion, 
form  the  basils  of  a  new  Charter,  and  the 
reply  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  lo 
it,  declarini^  the  same  intention  of  stating 
obi^rTalions merely  preliminary,  and  "  not 
the  result  of  any  plan  of  prnjecled  system, 
matured  in  concert  with  his  Majesty's 
confidential  servants,"  oor  present  letter 
will  abstain  from  any  discussion  of  minor 
points,  those  especially  relating  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Directors  with 
servants  of  the  Company  rrlurned  from 
India,  to  which  article  your  letter  is  onder- 
stond  to  illude  ;  and  likewise  from  some 
othrr  points,  connected  with  the  exercise 
of  their  authority  al  home,  which  may  be 
found  10  require  revision  and  modification. 
Neither  can  it  be  necessary  to  go  now  into 
the  subject  of  Indian  Expenditure,  al- 
though it  is  itnpoBsible,  after  the  notice 
taken  of  it  in  your  letter,  to  omit  saying, 
that  the  Court  feel  with  the  liveliest  soli- 
citude, how  indispensable  it  is  to  reduce 
that  article  far  below  the  income,  and  are 
determined  to  act  accordingly. 

The  aiteniion  of  the  Court  will,  there- 
fore, be  conlined,  al  present,  to  two  pro- 
positions of  the  highest  importance,  con- 
tained in  your  letter  ;  the  one  suggesting 
luch  an  enlargement  of  the  trade  of  indi- 
viduals with  British  India,  as  shall  admit 
into  it  indiscriminately  the  merchants  and 
the  ships  of  this  country  ;  and  the  other, 
the  transfer  of  the  Company's  Indian  army 
to  liis  Majesty.  If  the  propositions  had 
not  been  accompanied  by  the  declaration 
with  which  your  tetter  concludes,  ihey 
would  have  filled  the  Court  with  the  deep- 
est concern  ;  butyou  are  pleased  lo  close 
the  whole  of  your  observations  with  an  as- 
surance, "  that  it  will  be  ihe  earnest  de- 
sire of  his  Majesty's  government  to  sug- 
gest to  Parliament  such  a  system  only, 
as  shall  be  conformable  to  the  principles 
on  which  the  regulations  of  1 78+  and  17S3 
were  founded,  as  will  secure  to  this  king- 
dom all  the  benefit  that  can  praclicably 


be  derived  from  iu  trade  with  our  posses* 
lions  in  India,  and  to  the  natives  of  those 
cuuntrias  »  government  aad  an  admini** 
tration  of  laws,  suited  lo  iheJr  customs, 
habits,  and  pr^'jodlces,  and  consistent  with 
the  British  character,  and  which  shall  also 
be  strong  and  ellicient,  without  adding nik* 
necessarily  to  the  authority  of  ihe  Execu- 
tive Government  at  home,  or  increasing, 
lo  any  dangerous  extent,  the  infloence  of 
the  Crown."  Satisfied,  by  ihis  declara* 
tioa,  that  bis  Majesty's  Government  un> 
demand  the  interests  of  thi«  country  and 
of  British  India  too  well,  to  intend  any  al- 
teration that  would  subvert  or  endanger 
the  system  by  which  those  vast  posses- 
sions have  been  acquired,  governed,  and 
improved,  and  by  which  alone  thty  can  ba 
held,  to  Ihe  mutual  beneGtofiheirimmenss 
popnlation  and  of  the  paramo  am  9  late,  th« 
Court  must,  of  cour^^e,  believe,  that  the 
propositions  which  have  just  been  ijuoteda 
are  supposed  lo  be  compatible  with  the 
continuance  of  that  system,  or  reducible 
to  a  consistency  with  it.  These  supposi- 
tions the  Court  are  now  called  upon  to 
examine,  and  they  will  endeavour  lodo  so 
with  the  respect  due  to  the  authority  with 
which  they  have  to  Ireal,  wiih  the  duty 
which  they  owe  to  their  constituents,  and 
with  that  regard  for  the  inleresu  of  their 
country,  which  they  do  not  intend,  nur 
feel  themselves  required  to  sink,  in  sup- 
porting the  integrity  of  the  present  lodiao 

If  either  of  the  two  propositions,  re- 
specting Ihe  Indian  trade  and  the  Indian 
army,  were  lo  be  acted  upon,  in  the  sensa 
which  the  terms  of  it  seem  obviously  to 
convey,  the  Court  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  their  decided  conviclion,  that  it 
would  etl'tctually  supersede  and  destroy, 
not  merely  the  rights  of  the  East  India 
Company,  but  the  system  of  Indian  ad- 
ministration, established  by  the  Acts  of 
17S4and  I79S;  and  with  respect  to  tho 
latter  proposition,  for  the  transfer  of  tha 
native  army,  it  appears  to  be  incapable  of 
any  raodi6catioti,  which  would  not  still 
make  ibe  overthrow  of  ihe  present  system 
the  certain  consequence  of  it.  The  Court 
will  take  the  liberty  to  state  the  reasons  oa 
which  these  opinions  are  founded,  with  aa 
much  fulness  as  the  bounds  of  a  tetter,  and 
the  dispatch  necessary  at  this  period,  will 
permit,  premisinjonly,  that  in  the  lime 
and  space  to  which  ihey  must  now  confine 
themselves,  many  things,  belonging  to  the 
consideration  of  both  gubjeov,  must  be 
omitt«d. 
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With  respect  to  the  Private  Trade,  the 
Company  arc  not  governed  by  narrow 
considerations  of  commercial  profit  or 
commercial  jealousy ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
Indian  trade,  as  an  object  of  gain, 
has  gradually  ceased  to  be  of  import- 
ance, either  to  the  Company  or  to  in* 
dividuals.  The  admission  into  it  already 
accorded  to  British  residents  in  India,  with 
the  prodigious  increase  of  the  cotton  manu- 
factures of  Europe,  the  changed  circum- 
stances of  the  European  Continent,  and 
the  almost  incessant  wars  which  have  pre- 
vailed for  the  last  sixteen  years  (wars  still 
without  any  near  prospect  of  termination) 
have  reduced  the  value  of  that  trade  to  a 
very  low  point.  The  Court  are  actuated 
by  a  thorough  persuasion,  that  the  unli- 
mited freedom,  for  which  some  persons 
have,  of  late  years,  contended,  would 
have  political  consequences  more  injurious 
to  the  power  of  this  country  and  of  British 
India,  than  the  advantages  anticipated  by 
sanguine  minds,  from  an  enlargement  of 
the  commerce,  could  compensate,  if  (hose 
advantages  were  to  be  realized ;  and  that, 
moreover,  the  expectation  of  such  advan- 
tages is  unfounded,  resulting  from  general 
presumptions,  which  are  contradicted  by 
the  nature  of  the  Indian  people,  climate, 
and  productions,  and  by  the  experience  of 
more  than  two  centuries. 

In  any  scheme  of  intercourse,  purely 
commercial,  between  this  Country  and 
India,  the  leading  objects  must  be  to  ex- 
port as  many  as  possible  of  our  home  manu- 
factures, and  to  import  those  commodities, 
which  would  either  beneficially  supply  our 
own  consumption,  or  the  demand  of  other 
countries,  European  or  Transatlantic :  and 
it  is,  no  doubt,  imagined  by  many  persons, 
that  if  the  trade  to  India  were  perfectly 
free,  these  objects  could  be  attained,  in 
a  degree  extending  far  beyond  its  present 
scale.  The  ardour  of  individual  enter- 
prize,  jt  will  be  thought,  could  6nd  out 
channels,  which  the  settled  routine  of  a 
Company  cannot  explore,  and  carry  on 
commercial  operations  more  economically 
and  expeditiously  than  9uits  with  the  habits 
of  monopoly,  whilst  our  most  active  rivals 
in  the  Indian  trade  would  thus  be  best 
counteracted.  The  present  times,  it  will 
also  be  said,  peculiarly  demand  new  at- 
tempts and  discoveries  in  commerce,  and 
his  Majesty's  government  may  very  natu- 
rally wish,  at  such  a  crisis,  to  procure  for 
the  country  every  possible  facility  for  the 
exertion  of  its  commercial  spirit,  ^nd  the 
employment  of  its  commercial  capital. 


Papen  relaHng  to  ike 
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But  before  a  change  io  its  principle  alio- 
grether  novel,  and  obviously  connected  wiik 
national  interests  of  the  higbett  impor- 
tance, is  adopted,  it  ought  to  be  aeen*  not 
only  on  what  rational  grounds  the-  expee- 
tation  of  advantages  entertained  firom  it 
rests,  but  to  what  consequences  so  material 
a  change  might  expose  the  coontry  and 
its  Indian  dependencies. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  benefits  sop- 
posed  to  be  derivable  fh>m  opening  the 
trade  with  India,  it  is,  in  the  first  piece,  to 
be  observed,  that  no  material  enlarge* 
ment,  if  any  enlargement  at  all,  is  to  be 
expected  in  the  exports  of  oar  maanfac* 
tures  to  that  quarter.  The  records  of  the 
Company,  for  two  centuries,  are  filled  with 
accounts  of  their  endeavours  to  extend  the 
sale  of  British  products  in  India,  and  of  the 
little  success  which  has  attended  them. 
The  French,  Dutch,  and  other  Earopean 
nations  trading  thither,  have  eqoally  lailcd 
in  introducing  the  manufactures  of  Euroffe 
there.  This  was  not  owing  to  their  trading 
chiefly  in  the  form  of  Companies:  the 
Americans,  who  within  the  last  twenty 
years  have  entered  into  the  Indian  com* 
merce,  and  traded  largely,  not  as  a  Com* 
pany,  but  by  numerous  individuals,' eacb 
pursuing  his  own  scheme  In  bis  own  way, 
in  which  course  no  part  of  the  East  is  left 
unexplored,  carry  hardly  any  European 
manufactures  thither,  their  chief  article  lor 
the  purchase  of  Indian  goods  being  silver; 
and  such  has  been  the  state  of  the  trade 
from  Europe  to  India  since  the  time  oftbe 
Romans.  This  state  results  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  Indian  people,  their  climate, 
and  their  usages.  The  articles  of  first  ne- 
cessity their  own  country  fomisbes,  more 
abundantly  and  more  cneaply  than  It  is 
possible  for  Europe  to  supply  tbem.  Tlia 
labour  of  the  great  body  of  the  common 
people  only  enables  them  to  solMist  on 
rice,  and  to  wear  a  slight  coveruig  of 
cotton  cloth ;  they,  thereliire,  can  poN 
chase  none  of  the  superfluities  we  ofler 
them.  The  comparatively  few  in  better 
circumstances,  restricted,  like  the  resf,  by 
numerous  religious  and  civil  customs^  of 
which  all  are  remarkably  tenacions,  find 
few  of  our  commodities  to  their  taste,  and 
their  climate,  so  dissimilar  to  onrs,  renders 
many  of  them  unsuitable  to  their  qse  ;  so 
that  a  commerce  between  them  and  as 
cannot  proceed  far  upon  the  principle  of 
supplying  mutual  wants.  Hence,  except 
woollens  in  a  very  limited  degree,  for 
mantlt's  in  the  cold  season,  and  metals^  on 
a  scale  also  very  limited,  to  be  worked  op 
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by  their  own  artizans  for  the  few  utensils 
they  need,  hardly  any  of  our  staple  com- 
modities find  a  vent  among  the  Indians; 
the  other  exports  which  Europe  sends  to 
India  being  chiefly  consumed  by  the  Eu- 
ropean population  there,  and  some  of  the 
descendants  of  the  early  Portuguese  set- 
tlers, all  of  whom,  taken  coll^ctiyely,  form 
but  a  small  body,  in  yiew  to  any  question 
of  national  commerce. 

What  is  here  said  does  not  relate  only 
to  those  parts  of  India  where  the  Company 
liave  settlements  or  factories,  but  to  all 
the  shores  that  embrace  the  Indian  Seas, 
from  the  Gulfs  of  Persia  and  Arabia  to  the 
Eastern  Archipelago.  Many  advocates 
for  a  free  trade  may  suppose,  that  in  so 
vast  a  range,  numerous  positions,  favoura- 
ble for  the  vent  of  European  commoditiesi 
are  still  unexplored  ;  but  they  are  not 
aware,  that  in  the  British  settlements, 
which  themselves  extend  on  the  west  to 
Cambay,  and  on  the  east  to  China,  there 
are  a  number  of  merchants,  native  and  Eu- 
ropean, who  carry  on  what  is  called  the 
coasting  trade  of  India,  with  great  spirit, 
sending  their  ships  to  every  mart,  insular 
or  continent.^l,  where  any  profitable  com- 
modities can  be  either  sold  or  bought.  At 
all  those  marts,  European  commodities 
have  been  tried  by  the  enterprize  of  indi- 
viduals. The  little  demand  that  has  been 
found  for  them  has  been  supplied  ;  and  re- 
sidents, settled  in  India,  can  carry  into 
such  parts  the  trade  in  European  commo- 
dities, which  it  is  now  open  to  them  to  re- 
ceive from  this  country,  with  more  facility 
and  advantage  than  merchants  settled  in 
Enpjland. 

To  these  facts  and  observations,  arising 
from  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the 
people  and  countries  of  India,  one  remark- 
able argument  may  be  added,  furnished 
by  our  own  experience  at  home.  In  the 
Charter  of  1793,  provision  was  made  for 
the  export  of  British  manufactures  to 
India,  by  any  individuals  who  might 
choose  to  embark  in  that  trade.  The 
Company  were  required  to  find  them  ton- 
nage to  a  certain  extent,  which  has  always 
been  allotted  at  a  rate  of  freight  cheaper 
outward,  as  well  as  for  the  returns,  than 
the  Company  themselves  pay,  or  as  the 
Court  think,  than  private  ships  could  fur- 
nish it.  But,  in  all  the  time  that  has 
elapsed  since,  very  few  applications,  and 
these  to  a  small  extent,  have  been  made, 
for  leave  to  export  the  woollens,  metals, 
and  other  staples  of  this  country,  on  private 
account,  the  chief  applications  having  been 
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for  the  freight  of  wine,  for  the  consamp* 
tion  of  Europeans :  and  this  is  not  pro* 
perly  a  British  production,  nor  is  it  so 
nucb  an  increase  in  the  trade,  as  a  trans- 
fer of  it  to  the  private  merchants  from  the 
commanders  and  officers  of  the  Company's 
ships,  part  of  whose  advantage  used  to 
arise  from  being  the  carriers  of  this  com- 
modity. 

All  these  circumstances,  to  which  other 
corroborations  might  be  added,  the  Court 
trust  will  fully  evince,  that  the  entire 
opening  of  the  Indian  trade  to  the  mer- 
chants of  this  country,  would  not,  in 
reality,  extend  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree, if  at  all,  the  consumption  of  British 
manufactures. 

Let  it  be  enquired,  in  the  next  place» 
whether  the  adoption  of  so  great  a  change 
in  our  Indian  system,  would  be  followed 
by  the  discovery  of  such  new  and  valua- 
ble productions  of  the  East,  as  would 
serve  materially  to  augment  the  trade  of 
this  country  with  the  Continents  of  Europe 
and  America ;  for,  with  regard  to  the  sap» 
ply  of  our  home  consumption  of  Indian 
commodities,  it  cannot  be  asserted,  that 
the  importations  already  made  by  the 
Company  and  individuals  do  not  abun- 
dantly suffice  for  it,  or  may  not,  at  any 
time,  be  extended  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
market ;  in  which,  it  may  be  noted>  that  a 
preference  is  given  to  the  cotton  and  silk 
manufactures  of  our  own  country,  and  to 
some  of  the  tropical  productions  brought 
from  our  West-Indian  Colonies.  Nor  can 
it  be  asserted,  that  new  adventurers  in  the' 
Eastern  trade,  fitting  out  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, could,  with  any  profit  to  themselves, 
furnish  the  home  consumption  on  cheaper 
terms  than  it  is  now  supplied.;  for  both  the 
Company,  and  British  individuals  resident 
in  India,  must  have  an  advantage  over 
such  adventurers  in  the  provision  of  goods 
there  (British  residents  in  the  freight  also), 
and  yet,  of  late,  the  great  Indian  staple  of 
cotton  piece  goods  has  been  a  losing  article 
in  this  country. 

Now,  as  to  the  productions  of  India  va- 
luable for  foreign  commerce,  the  trade  of 
Europeans,  of  different  nations,  to  ail  parts 
of  it,  in  the  course  of  the  last  three  cento- 
ries,  may  well  be  presumed  to  have  led 
little  for  discovery  in  that  way.  The  Por- 
tuguese, who,  in  their  early  time,  spread 
themselves  along  all  the  shores  of  the 
East,  explored  every  considerable  part  of 
it,  and  they  were  followed  by  the  Dutch| 
English,  and  French  Companies,  with 
their  numerous  establishmentSi  lome  of 
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which  extended  inland  to  th^  Upper 
India.  But  the  modern  Eyropean  mer* 
chants,  resident  in  the  East,  who  have 
long  been  the  chief  navigators  and  adven- 
turers in  what  is  called  the  coastine  trade, 
bave  become  well  acquainted  with  the 
commercial  capacity  of  every  region 
washed  by  the  Indian  Seas ;  sb  that  many 
countries  supposed  here  to  be  little  known, 
because  little  visited  by  the  ships  of  Eu- 
rope, are  familiar  to  them,  and  whatever 
articles  those  countries  furnish,  valuable  for 
the  commerce  of  the  West,  are  already 
conveyed,  through  the  medium  of  private 
or  foreign  trade,  to  Europe. 

The  chief  conmodities  suited  to  the  £u*> 
ropean  market,  which  India  has  hitherto 
been  found  to  produce,  are  spices,  pepper, 
drugs,  sugar,  coffee,  raw-silk,  saltpetre, 
indigo,  raw-cotton,  and  above  all,  cotton 
manufactures  of  singular  beauty  and  in 
endless  variety.  Theiie  last  have^  as  al- 
ready intimated,  ibrmed,  from  time  imme- 
morial, the  grand  staple  of  India;  but 
from  the  rise  and  excellence  of  similar 
manufactures  in  Europe,  particularly  in 
our  own  country,  and  from  the  general 
impoverishment  which  wars  and  revolu- 
tions have  brought  upon  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  with  the  obstructions  opposed,  in 
much  the  greater  part  of  it,  to  our  com- 
merce, the  consumption  of  the  fine  fabrics 
of  India  has  considerably  decreased,  and 
it  is  not  likely  that  it  can  be  restored  to 
its  former  standard.  Spices,  sugar,  and 
coffee,  have  been  furnished  chiefly  from 
the  Moluccas  and  J^va,  Dutch  islands  not 
in  our  possession,  nor  in  a  commercial 
view,  worth  the  expence  of  conquering  and 
keeping  them.  The  cinnamon  of  Ceylon, 
now  ours,  may  be  brought,  in  sufficient 
quantity  for  the  supply  of  all  Europe,  in 
one  or  two  of  the  Company's  ships. 
Pepper  is  a  very  losing  article.  Sngar 
has  been,  of  late,  imported  from  our  terri- 
tories ;  but  the  necessary  expence  of  con- 
veyance from  so  great  a  distance,  prevents 
it  from  being  profitable,  and  it  can  be 
much  encouraged  only  at  the  expence  of 
our  West  India  colonies.  Raw-silk  and 
indigo,  now  produced  in  great  perfection 
in  Bengal  and  its  dependencies,  have  been 
brought  to  that  state,  by  the  nxpence  in- 
curred, and  the  support  afforded  by  the 
Company.  Both  are  ariicles  occupying 
little  space,  in  proportion  to  their  value. 
The  factories  where  the  former  is  collected 
and  prepared  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
pany, who  have,  in  the  coarse  of  many 
yearsk  ^sublia^  them  with  great  labour 
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and  expense.  They  ctti  fcmirii  «M  mif 
all  the  raw-silk  this  contitry  re^wrai,  km 
much  for  the  coBiumpltoD  mt  IhyChli 
nent,  if  it  was  posaible  lo  bring  it  tfaiie 
into  competition  with  tke  rttfr-feilk  tf 
Italy,  and  the  tonnage  already  mmfkoy^ 
by  the  Company  it  <juite  mfficiei*  iiwili 
importation  from  India.  Tho  ilKiiBo  {mo^ 
duced  in  Bengal  and  the  >djic— t  pt^ 
vinces  is  equal,  probably*  to  tktmm  iiiwfc 
of  the  demand  of  ail  £ofope»  lad  mmj  ea- 
sily be  raised  to  Ibe  whola  deoiaad  $  hi 
the  manufactvre  of  this  artido  ii  Vitiirift 
and  the  trade  in  it  chiefly^  in  liw  teirisif 
individuals,  who  need  and  ra^nitaAO  iUp 
ping  from  this  tounlry>  ostetpl  wimllil 
Company  provide,  to  oonrey  tm  Emof^ 
all  that  Europe  oan  comumc  of  ii.  flai^ 
petre,  furnished  only  from  BcMiib  ii^ 
for  political  reasons,  prohibited  ao  iSlmph 
eri»  and  exported  exclusively  ia  the  ehp 
of  the  Company :  for  the  tunm  iMMHib  il 
could  never  be  prudent  lo  *Uovr  4te  pri^ 
vate  ships  of  this  countrv  to  eaity  ai  aneay 
at  pleatore.  Where  then  ia  ilie  eoopi 
for  the  admission  of  tie#  shipping  enl  mtm 
adventurers,  without  limttettem  wm  iht 
trade  of  India  with  Great  Britain  I  In  fe^ 
neral,  it  may  be  observed*  that  tlie  ce» 
modities  which  have  hitherto  ccwaa  firM 
that  country,  in  o  st&te  prepared  Cm*  nM^ 
such  as  the  great  staple  of  cetton  |iiefli 
goods,  being  articles  of  lezery,  cell  haft 
only  a  limited  consumption*  and  tiMa  4|a 
demand  for  them  could  not  be  tociMHd^ 
at  all  in  proportion  to  the  nnenber  of  am 
competitors  that  shoald  enter  irilo  lAn 
trade.  The  same  may  be  said  «f  all  Uall 
of  spices  and  drugs,  which,  from  tlnirni^ 
ture,  have  a  limited  consnnplien  ;  aiait 
with  regard  to  the  important  ariielMef 
raw-silk  and  indil^o,  which  ra^aira  li  fm 
ther  preparation  before  they  are 
there  is  already  abundaat  pt^iiaiou 
for  their  importation,  to  the  Mmoat 
of  demand. 

There  remains  tbea  to  be  cooMcmd^lf 
all  the  commodities  above  envmi 
only  the  raw  material  of  cotton  ( 
this  may  be  added  another^  of  liMi  k^ 
portance,  which  India  is  in  tima  USelrfl 
produce  abundantly,  namely,  liemp.  Mm^ 
with  respect  to  the  former  of  tbeae^  tkl 
Company  have  formerly  imported  il^  anl 
permitted  private  merchanta  to  do  IH^ 
but  it  was  KMmd»  thaft  the  cotton  cf 
could  not  enter  into  competition  witli 
produced  nearer  home,  in  the  BfanHa*  dhl 
West  Indies,  and  North  «iaM!riea»  Of  hn^ 
aiace  the  iatemiptien  of  nmr 
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the  last  mentioned  country,  the  Company 
have  themselves  commiasioned  eptton 
from  India,  and  have  been  willing  to  en- 
courage individuals  to  export  it  from 
thence ;  but  that  it  can  support  a  compe- 
tition with  the  cotton  of  Georgia,  when 
the  American  embargo  is  taken  otT,  or 
become  an  article  of  extensive  demand  io 
this  country,  supplied  with  it  from  so 
many  nearer  quarters,  is  not  very  likely. 
The  culture  of  hemp  in  India  is  yet  in  its 
infancy.  A  change  in  the  circumstances 
of  Europe  may  check  it ;  but  if  it  is  not 
checked,  years'  must  elapse,  before-  the 
quantity  produced  can  form  a  considerable 
article  of  exportation.  And  with  regard 
to  both  these  commodities  of  cotton  and 
hemp,  it  is  to  be  observed,  first,  that  cargoes 
for  Europe  cannot  be  composed  of  them 
only,  some  other,  more  ponderous  for  its 
bulk,  being  necessary  for  dead  weight, 
and  sugar,  almost  the  only  article  of  this 
nature  that  India  can  supply,  must  gene- 
rally be  rather  a  losing  one:  secondly, 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  private  ships 
ready  to  be  employed  in  India,  must  be 
abundantly  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  all 
the  tonnage  that  can  be  required  for  these 
articles,  which  could  hardly  absorb  any 
very  large  amount  of  capital.  Thus,  then, 
it  is  also  apparent,  that  the  country  and 
productions  of  India  attbrd  no  new  field  of 
importance  for  the  commercial  enterprize 
of  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain. 

But  were  it  indeed  otherwise,  where,  io 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  Euro- 
pean Continent,  could  new  commodities, 
imported  into  this  country  from  India,  find 
a  vent,  when  many  of  those  already  made, 
and  of  articles  which  the  Continent  used 
to  take  ofi',  remain  in  our  warehouses? 
And  hence  may  appear  the  inapplicability 
of  that  argument,  which  has  sometimes 
been  urged  in  favour  of  enlarging,  or  ra^ 
ther  opening  the  Indian  trade  to  iiulivi- 
duals,  "  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
bring  home  the  surplus  produce  of  India 
which  the  Company  did  not  require/' 
There  can  be  no  room  for  additional  im- 
portations, when  the  ordinary  scale  proves 
too  large.  But  in  the  use  of  this  plausible 
plea,  respecting  surplus  produce,  there 
was  always  a  great  fallacy.  It  seemed  to 
imply,  that  there  was  a  stock  of  commo- 
dities in  India  which  continually  remained 
undisposed  of,  whereas  nothing  is  more 
evident,  than  that  the  productions  of  any 
country  will  be  regulated  by  the  demand, 
and  that  no  agriculturists  or  manufacturers 
will  go  oa  from  year  to  year  to  produce 


that  f«f  it>)ti«b  thev  baire  so  sale.  Tlie 
lerm>  as  coBaected  with  Ih^  Company, 
might  also  convey  the  idea»  that  they 
were  the  only  purchasers  in  the  country  ^ 
whereas,  at  thai  very  time,  British  resH 
dents  and  foreign  nations  had  the  privU 
lege  of  exporting  the  goods  to  the  western 
world<  and  there  was  a  great  coasting  and 
internal  trade  from  one  par(  of  India  to 
another.  But  the  argument  for  permitting 
individuals  to  export  the  surplus  produce, 
included  fully,  though  not  professedly, 
the  principle  of  transplanting  British  capi«« 
tal  to  India,  in  order  to  rai^e  produce 
there ;  a  principle  which,  it  may  be 
thought,  this  country  has  already  carrieil 
sufficiently  far  in  its  other  dependencies, 
and  which  could  not  be  applied  to  India 
without  political  consequences. 

But  it  has  been  alleged,  that  the  refiisal 
of  the  Company  to  make  a  concession, 
which  appeared  to  them  to  be  claimed  am 
unsound  premises,  and  to  be  pregnant  with 
danger,  threw  that  trade,  which  might 
have  been  brought  into  the  Thanes,  into 
the  bands  of  foreigners,  particularly  Ani«» 
ricans,  whose  great  progress  in  the  Indies 
trade,  of  late  years,  has  been  charged  la 
an  erroneous  policy  on  the  part  of  th* 
Company.  Nothing  can  be  moreoiist^a 
than  the  whole  of  this  statement.  Several 
European  nations  having  from  the  uativa 
sovereigns  of  India  the  right  of  poMessing 
settlements  and  carrying  on  trade  there,  n 
righi  which  we  had  confirmed,  we  could 
not  interrupt  the  exercise  of  it  whilst  thejr 
remained  at  peace  with  us;  nor,  there- 
fore, divert  from  them  whatever  portion 
of  the  trade  their  means  enabled  them  ia 
embrace.  And,  with  respect  to  the  Ame-» 
ricans,  they  owe  their  advancement  and 
success  in  the  Indian  trade  to  the  treaty 
made  with  them  by  our  Qovemment  i» 
1794,  to  the  belligerent  state  of  Europf 
since  that  time,  and^  above  all,  to  the  neuv 
tral  character  they  possessed,  which 
enabled  them  to  navigate  more  cheaply, 
more  expeditiously,  as  well  as  more  safely 
than  our  merchants  or  the  Company 
could,  and  to  supply  many  parte  ef  thi 
European  Continent  and  of  South  Ame» 
rica,  to  which  our  ships  had  no  access.. 
These,  with  the  increase  of  the  coAsumpF 
lion  of  eastern  commodities  among  tbem^ 
selves,  are  the  tfue  causes  of  the  growth 
of  the  American  trade  with  India;  and 
even  the  abolition  of  the  Company's  pri- 
vileges would  not  have  transferred  the 
share  they  acquired  of  it  to  our  merehanti, 
heeauae  it  couUziot  have  lesstnad  thnaa^ 


cxxxv]  AP^^ENDIX. 

vantages  under  which  the  Americans  then 
carried  it  00,  nor  have  gained  us  either 
the  supply  of  their  internal  demand,  or 
admission  to  many  ports  which  were  open 
to  them.  ^What  the  Company  cbold  do, 
in  the  way  of  regulation,  to  redoce  the 
inequality  between  the  American  traders 
and  our  own  merchants,  you  know.  Sir, 
was  effected,  as  soon  after  the  expiration 
of  the  treaty  of  1794  as  his  Majesty's  Gro- 
▼ernment  thought  expedient. 

Among  the  speculations  of  the  present 
day,  the  idea  may  perhaps  be  suggested, 
of  carrying  the  productions  of  India  di- 
rectly to  the  ports  of  Portuguese  and 
Spanish  America ;  and  eagerness  for  relief 
from  the  pressure  which  our  commerce 
now  feels,  may  be  ready  to  make  so  great 
a  sacrifice  of  the  navigation  laws.  But 
iuch  a  measure  would  essentially  exclude 
the  mother  country  from  being  the  me- 
dium and  emporium  of  our  Indian  trade  ; 
and  whilst  it  served  to  enrich  India^  rather 
than  Britain,  would  facilitate  the  progress 
of  the  former  to  independence.  If,  how- 
ever, so  dangerous  an  innovation  were  not 
adopted  into  our  commercial  code,  it  i^s 
altogether  probable  that  English  ships, 
admitted  without  limitation  into  the  Indian 
seas,  would  take  the  liberty  of  sailing  to 
those  markets  which  would  be  thought 
the  most  promising;  so  that,  in  efTeqt,  the 
opening  of  the  Indian  trade  would  not  be 
solely  or  chiefly  for  this  country  alone, 
but  for  other,  perhaps  for  -all  parts  of  the 
world. 

Having  thus  shewn,  that  the  opening 
of  the  Indian  trade  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  could  not  materially  increase 
either  the  export  of  the  manufactures  of 
this  country,  or  its  commerce  in  the  pro- 
ductiona  of  India,  it  will  next  be  proper 
to  consider,  what  the  effects  of  the  pro- 
posed change  would  be  upon  the  East- 
India  Company  and  upon  British  India. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  it  would,  in  sub- 
stance and  in  form,  entirely  abolish  the 
qualified  monopoly  which  the  Company 
still  enjoys  of  the  Indian  trade.  The  ad- 
mission of  all  private  merchants  at  their 
pleasure,  and  of  their  ships,  into  that  trade, 
would  make  it  as  perfectly  (ree  as  the 
trade /to  our  American  or  West- Indian 
Colonies.  There  would,  as  to  India,  be 
an  end  of  all  exclusive  privilege  of  trade. 
This  would  not  be  any  modification  of  the 
Act  of  1793,  but  an  essential  departure 
from  it.  Thar  Act  permitted  only  the  ex- 
port of  British  manuldctures,  and  intended 
only  to  provide  for  the  returns  to  them, 
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and  for  the  remittance,  io  gooda«i»f  Briiyi 
fortunes  from  India ;  both  on  the  ahipiTif 
the  Company.  The  proposed  laaMiii 
must,  in  the  nature  of  it,  make  the  UttAi 
from  India  not  merely  a  vehicle  for  tki 
remittance  of  fortunes  acquired  tbere^  6t 
the  produce  of  British  manuAictore^  bit 
a  general  trade ;  and  what  is  a  still 
radical  change,  instead  of  a  limited 
of  tonnage  not  incompatible  with  the 
pany's  system,  it  admits  all  ihipoy  wilhesl 
any  limitation,  or  option  oii- the -part  «f 
the  Company  ;  it  throws  all  India  optti 
to  those  ships,  and  thus  sets  amde  the  Osa^ 
pany  from  being  the  sole  channel  aad 
medium  of  the  trade,  through  their  oaa 
shipping,  or  shipping  engaged  by  theism 
which  completely  divesU  them  of  the  last 
remnant  of  exclusive  privilege  in  thit 
trade. 

It  would  be  no  argument  to  aajp  that  ia 
a  trade,  by  which  they  now  sain  litllfe^ 
they  might  admit,  without  much  saorifie^f 
the  rest  of  the  commercial  world  to  ihiMi 
The  loss  of  the  Indian  monopoly,  sach^ 
it  was  left  by  the  Act  of  1703,  woald  lead^ 
by  no  slow  process,  to  the  entire  wbfw* 
sion  of  the  Company,  both  in  their-  cbai 
mercial  and  political  capacity,  and  of  tint 
system  which  the  Legislature  haaapneiat* 
ed  for  the  government  of  British  India^  ef 
which  system  the  Company  Ibnns  an 
integral  and  essential  parL  « 

If  the  Indian  trade  were  thrown  ope^ 
ships  would,  no  doubt  at  firs^  swarm  iala 
it,  and  there  would  be  a  rainoos  coHpeti- 
tion  in  the  markets,  both  abroad  and  «l 
home.  Goods  would  be  enhanced  in  cMt 
there,  as  well  as  deteriorated  in  qaalhy: 
the  selling  prices  at  home,  already  tie 
low,  reduced  still  lower,  and  the  nsarkei 
overstocked.  This  was  the  eflbct,  in 
some  measure,  produced  by  throwing 
open  the  trade  in  the  time  of  Olirer  CroH* 
well,  who,  after  the  experience  of  a  fcir 
years,  revived  the  Company.  The  saflla 
eiiect  followed  from  the  collision  of  tte 
Old  and  New  Companies,  in  the -beginning 
of  the  last  century,  which  forced  them  to 
unite,  and  their  union  received  theiaac> 
tion  of  Government.  It  is  not  sofficienl 
to  say,  on  this  head,  that  increased  demaid 
abroad  will  produce  increased  supply^  and 
the  diminished  price  of  goods  at  home  in- 
crease the  sales,  so  that  thinga  willp  at 
length,  in  both  countries,  find  their  dee 
level.  From  the  nature  of  the  Indiam 
and  their  divisions  into  casts,  it  is  not  so 
easy  among  them,  as  in  Europe,  to 
an  increased  demand  by  increased 
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from  public  auctioni  when  that  was  the 
sole  mode,  would  be  lost,  in  the  midst  of 
many  private  sales  and  competitions  ;  bal 
to  dispose  of  the  goods  of  the  Company 
by  private  negociation,  might  open  a  door 
to  many  abuses,  which  would  render  that 
mode  totally  unsuitable  for  their  business* 
The  Company,  with  such  a  competition, 
could  not  go  on  to  purchase  the  goods  of 
India.  With  the  cessation  of  their  Indian 
trade,  their  Indian  subordinate  factories, 
which  have  been  reared  in  the  course  of 
more  than  a  century,  and  which  are  the 
seats  of  the  best  manufactures  produced 
in  the  country,  must  be  abandoned,  and 
ments  would  have  been  deranged  by  this  I  all  the  commercial  branch  of  their  civil 


cxxiviij 

duction;  and  it  is  still  less  easy,  when 
they  can  subsist  by  furnishing  things  of 
low  or  ordinary  quality,  to  make  them  aim 
at  excellence,  which  the  supposition  of  in- 
creased sales  at  home  would  require.  But 
of  such  an  increase,  in  the  present  and 
prospective  state  of  the  trade  in  Indian 
imports,  enough  has  been  above  said  to 
shew  the  improbability;  and  before  that 
supposition  could,  in  any  case,  be  realized, 
the  ruin  of  the  parties  immediately  em- 
barked in  the  trade  (a  trade  so  distant,  re- 
quiring large  capitals,  and  making  slow 
returns)  might  be  completed,  with  the 
ruin  also  of  the  Company,  whose  establish- 


great  change.  If  the  change  itself  did 
not  occasion  the  fall  of  the  Company,  the 
disappointments  which  the  private  adven- 
turers could  not  fail  to  experience  would, 
by  them,  be  charged  to  the  influence  of 
the  remaining  privileges  of  the  Company, 
and  they  would  not  rest  until  the  whole 
were  extinguished.  But  it  may  be  ob- 
served here,  and  it  is  an  observation  which 
might  be  urged  more  formally  and  fully, 
that  although  the  Company  have  the 
jiistest  claim  to  those  territories,  which  the 
powers  vested  in  them  by  the  laws  of  this 
land,  the  ability  of  their  servants,  and  the 
hazards  they  have  encountered,  have 
enabled  them  to  acquire,  and  that  this 
right  was  never  questioned,  until  the  ac- 
quisitions, and  consequently  the  merit  of 
making  them,  became  great ;  yet  that,  in 
a  more  peculiar  sense,  all  the  principal 
marts  and  factories  of  British  India  are 
their  property,  acquired  in  their  purely 
commercial  period,  either  with  their 
money  or  t)y  grants  from  the  native  princes 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  power  of  ad- 
mitting settlers  and  traders  to  them  strictly 
belongs  to  the  Company. 

One  part  of  the  present  system,  and  a 
beneficial  one  for  all  parties,  is  to  have 
only  one  place  of  sale  for  Indian  goods, 
that  is  London ;  to  make  all  ^ales  by  pub- 
lic auction  at  stated  periods,  and  these 
sales  to  be  regulated  and  conducted  by 
the  Compan) .  With  the  proposed  en- 
largements, it  would  seem  hardly  possible 
to  continue  thai  practice.  Different  towns 
would  have  their  own  sales  at  their  own 
times.  Individuals  might  frequently 
choose  to  dispose  of  their  goods  by  pri- 
vate bargain.  The  general  resort  of 
buyers  which  the  sales  were  wont  to  bring 
to  London,  a  resort  often  productive  of 
other  commercial  speculations,  would  thus 
be  at  an  end;    and  the  benefit  derived 


servants  be  thrown  out  of  employ.  l*heir 
purchases  of  goods  at  home,  for  the  Indian 
market,  must  also  cease  with  the  circula- 
tion of  money  which  has  enabled  them  to 
support  their  credit  in  England,  and  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  bills,  which  it 
has  been  long  and  necessarily  the  practice 
to  draw  on  them  from  India ;  a  practice 
which,  under  such  a  change  of  circom« 
stances,  could  not  be  continued :  and,  in 
genera],  the  great  aid  which  the  political 
affairs  of  British  India  have,  at  all  times, 
derived  from  the  commercial  credit  and 
resources  of  the  Company,  with  the  reci* 
procally  beneficial  co-operation  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  Company's  system, 
must  thus  be  destroyed.  In  like  manner, 
the  Company  must  cease  to  employ  the 
numerous  classes  of  excellent  ships  they 
have  engaged  for  the  Indian  trade,  ships 
constructed  for  warlike  defence  as  well  as 
for  commerce,  and  rendered  expensive 
only,  by  being  necessarily  destined  and 
fitted  for  the  performance  of  political  ser- 
vices. Those  ships  the  Company  have 
contracted  to  employ  for  the  term  of  their 
duration ;  there  is  a  large  capital  embark- 
ed in  them,  and  they  can  be  employed  in 
no  other  way  than  in  that  for  which  they 
were  built.  When  they  can  no  longer  be 
kept  up,  the  means  of  conveyance  they 
have  hitherto  so  well  afforded  for  troops, 
and  the  large  supplies  of  naval  and  mili- 
tary stores  annually  sent  to  India,  must  be 
lost. 

But  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  the 
evils  would  end  here.  The  monopoly  of 
the  China  trade,  which  it  it  proposed  to 
continue,  would  not  be  safe.  British  ships, 
when  permitted  to  range  at  pleasure 
through  the  Indian  seas,  however  interdict- 
ed from  that  trade,  would  attempt  to  parti- 
cipate in  it  either  by  resorting  to  it  as  the 
country  ships  do,  under  colour  of  carrying 
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on  'he  couiing  tr<ide«  or  by  oihcv  meAni 
obtaining  Uas*  and  the  other  produclioM 
of  Cti<na>  It  the  mcft  convrni^nt  Indian 
porta.  Lt>ve  of  gain,  disappointmenta  in 
other  waya,  the  hope  of  ioipuniiy*  would 
atimulatelheir  conductora  to  break  through 
reatrictiona  impoafd  in  tbia  country.  Sri-* 
tiih  subjecta,  who  now  navigate  the  Indian 
Seaa«  aail  from  aome  one  of  our  eatabliahed 
aettlementa  there,  and  are  amenable  to  the 
lawa  of  it :  it  would  not  be  ao  with  men 
having  no  domicile  in  India.  In  ranging 
the  numeroua  ialands  and  eoaita  of  the 
Eastern  Seaa,  where  they  would  be  nn- 
known,  and  whence  they  could  not  be  lb  I* 
lowed  to  England  by  complainta,  the  pro- 
babilit}''  of  impunity  might  tempt  them  to 
commit  upon  the  weak  nativea,  arcuatom- 
ed  t«)  repoae  confidence  in  Englishmen, 
acta  of  injuatice  and  licentiouaneaa,  which 
would  wound  the  national  character,  r^iae 
complaints  throughout  India,  and  «et  the 
people  againat  ua.  In  thia  manner  the 
Fortugueae  formerly  rendered  themselvea 
odious  in  the  East,  and  contributed  to  the 
downfall  of  their  own  power.  In  China, 
where  the  etfecta  of  such  a  apirit  would  be 
moat  to  be  feared,  we  could  exerciae  no 
authority,  sufficient  to  controul  men  not 
within  the  reach  of  the  Indian  Govern* 
ments,  or  to  defeat  their  achemea  and  aaso- 
ciationa  Cor  eluding  the  lawa.  Practice 
would  embolden  them,  and  time  increaaa 
their  numbera.  It  is  hardly  conceivable 
they  would  not  venture  upon  irregulari- 
tiea  which  would  offend  the  Chinese  Go- 
vernment, who,  whilst  the  delinquenta  es- 
caped to  England  with  impunity,  would 
doubtlesii  titke  satisfaction  of  the  national 
factory ;  and  the  pride  and  jealousy  of 
that  goTf*rnment,  alarmed  by  repeated  in- 
stances of  this  nature,  from  the  desultory 
visits  of  a  new  order  of  Englishmen,  insub- 
ordinate to  the  representatives  of  the  na^ 
tion,  might  determine  to  diamiaa  the  whole 
together.  If  this  extreme  case  be  not 
supposed,  which  however  ia  too  probable 
and  too  momentous  in  ita  consequencea 
to  be  hazarded,  can  it  be  doubted,  that 
vhiUt  the  dutiea  on  tea  continue  at  even 
the  fourth  part  of  what  they  ate  at  present, 
private  English  ships  adventuring  to  the 
eastern  seas  will  not,  by  means  of  country 
vesela  and  intermediate  poits,  if  by  no 
other  means,  procure  teas,  and  revive  the 
practire  of  smugghng  them  into  thin  king 
dom  ?  The  consequence  st>ems  inevitable, 
and  the  ships  of  our  own  country,  espe 
cially  if  allowed  to  <  hnoae  their  port  of 
4iacbarge,  aa  the  proposed  cbaage  seems 


to  require,  wonld  have  fiif ililiq»,  wknk 
thoae  of  foreign  Europr  or  Awtriiit  rmM 
not  conunaqd.  In  thesf  wayt.  tl|«  Cbim 
monopoly  of  die  Companyr  K^i^cmi  im  in 
profits,  woqld  be  rendered  Ukewii*  iiMe* 
cure,  and  in  iba  end  uaten^lo;  wAibi 
noble  fl«iet  of  skips,  employo4  m  tkil 
trade  by  the  Company,  d|im^  bo  aliP.Wil 
aside.  How  the  immenko  vevoum^  mm 
derived  by  Government  Aoip  iIm  vfjty 
high  dmiea  on  ua,  ooqhl,  wador  aiuik  qim 
cumatancea,  be  realised,  or  %  mhftiM^ 
found  for  them,  may  bf  an  imi 
to  all  appearance  a  moal  4ifiettU 
of  enquiry. 

Sut  a  raoro  set  ions  minnqniiiM  ihia  §i 
these  would  still  remaio.  Afr«»lfadftlt 
India  would,  unavoidably,  dravp  •Aw  il 
the  residence  of  numeroua  wd  nmriiwaBy 
increasing  Europeana  tbertrTbtltf^  mm 
hibitions  might,  at  first,  bo  opfy^Jt^tn^ii 
settling  in  the  countrjf.  Whm  all  mn 
atraint  to  the  importation  of  abifw  m/k 
goods  18  taken  off,  men  muat  b«  aUpwoi  It 
follow  their  property,  and  ttrtfiahmthi 
place  where  they  land  it  till  Ibty  hnT«di» 
posed  of  it :  they  must  be  allowed  to  m^ 
vigate  the  Indian  Seaa,  and  to  tMm  ^ 
the  same  place  when  their  bnrinwa 
them ;  they  will  thus,  iniensibly.  Md 


hardly  reaaonable  grounds  Cor  •pMHlaa^ 
domiciliate  themselves;  nor  sronld  na  m^t 
successful  trade  prevent  them*  bninstnf 
would  seek  to  indemnify  fhnms^lwa  a^ 
shore  for  their  losaea  by  the  voyaigiew  The 
inatances  of  auch  aettlementa  will  lwn» 
meroua,  and  it  will  be  impoaaibin  for  Hif 
police  to  follow  up  the  cases  of  iadiivsdnalib 
and  continually  to  exercise  n  i 
system  of  exclusion.  This  baa  not  i 
been  done,  though  attended  with 
ratively  little  difficulty ;  and  Urn 
would  soon,  under  the  new  ordor  of  tl  ^^ 
be  abandoned  as  hopekas.  Coiooiflalifln 
must,  in  auch  case,  follow.  Largo 
munitiea  of  Europeana  will  trugnle 
popular  righta;  new  feelings  with, 
to  the  mother  country,  new  inters 
attachments  will  then  spring  op  ;  mod  inn 
region  so  remote,  so  rich  nod 
and  so  accustomed  to  yield  to  tho 
dancy  of  the  European  chametMr,  I 
dency  and  proceaa  of  these  things 
be  difficult  to  conceive. 

With  the  proapect  of  all  theon 
quencea,  commercial  and  politicftl,  befiwn 
the  Court,  it  ia  impeaaible  thni  tlioj, 
faithful  guard i ana  of  the  intercata  on 
mitted  to  theircare,  or  aa  men  tmly  oolicb 
tons  for  thn  wnll'aro  of  their  gowntiya 
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they  profess  themselves  to  be,  can  advise 
their  constituents  to  seek  a  renewal  of  their 
Charter,  on  conditions  which  would  de- 
spoil it  of  all  its  solid  advantages,  deprive 
the  Company  of  their  most  valuable  privi- 
leges, and  incapacitate  them  from  perform- 
ing, for  themselves  and  the  nation,  the 
part  hitherto  assigned  to  them  in  the  Indian 
system.  Such  a  further  enlargement  ctf 
the  Indian  trade,  in  favour  of  individuals,  as 
may  be  compatible  with  the  preservation 
of  these  essential  objects,  the  Court  will,  in 
present  circumstances,  certainly  be  dispos> 
ed  to  recommend.  They  will  be  ready  to 
enter  into  a  serious  enquir}'  concerning  the 
concessions  which  may  be  made,  withojut 
trenching  upon  the  principles  established 
by  the  Act  of  1793  ;  and  they  trust  that 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  His  M ajesty^s 
Ministers  will  not  require  the  Company  to 
make  essential  sacrifices,  for  the  sake  of 
giving  to  the  Public  what  would,  afler  all, 
be  more  an  ideal  than  a  real  benefit,  and 
be,  in  other  respects,  productive  of  incal- 
culable disadvantages. 

The  other  important  proposition  which 
is  next  to  be  considered,  is  the  transfer  of 
the  Indian  Army  to  the  King.  The  rea- 
sons assigned  for  this  proposition  are,  that 
an  end  may  be  put  to  the  jealousies  and 
divisions  which  have  too  much  prevailed, 
between  the  officers  of  His  Majesty's  army 
and  those  employed  by  the  Company,  and 
that  the  responsibility  in  the  country,  of 
providing  for  the  military  defence  of 
India,  may  be  ascertained  and  strength- 
ened. 

The  Indian  army  is  the  main  instrument 
by  which  the  Company  have  acquired 
and  retained  the  territorial  possessions  they 
have  added  to  the  British  Empire.  The 
people  of  those  countries  submitted  more 
easily  to  an  authority  exercised  by  means 
of  a  body  formed  from  among  themselves. 
We  fought  battles  and  governed  provinces 
as  the  native  powers  did  ;  and  our  new  sub- 
jects, undisgusted  with  the  sight  of  a  foreign 
conquering  army,  supposed  the  government 
to  continue  substantiallv  the  same,  and  the 
principal  change  to  be  in  the  individuals 
who  exercised  it.  The  constitution  and 
character  which  this  Indian  army  has  ac- 
quired, have  been  the  subject  of  just  ad- 
miration. These  have  been  owing,  esseti** 
tially,  to  the  happy  mixture  of  bravery 
and  generosity,  of  firmness  and  kindness, 
exercised  towards  the  Sepoys  by  their 
European  officers.  The  superior  lights 
and  energy  of  the  European  character 
have  directed  the  pow^ri  and  ^ncihaied 


the  prejudices  of  the  native  troops;  but  it 
was  because  the  officers  knew  the  peofilt 
and  their  prejudices  well.  These  officers 
had  been  trained  up  among  them  from  a^ 
early  age :  the  nature,  the  usages,  and  th^ 
language  of  the  natives  wer«^  become  fa« 
miliar  to  them  ;  and  the  natives,  remarlr^ 
ably  the  creatures  of  habit,  in  return,  from 
being  accustomed  became  attached  to 
them.  Without  such  knowledge,  how*- 
ever,  OB  the  part  of  the  officers,  they 
might  every  day  have  revolted  the  mincni 
of  so  peculiar  a  race,  and  have  alienated 
them  from  bur  services  and  government. 

An  Indian  military  education,  from  all 
early  age,  is  essential  to  the  formation  of 
a  good  Sepoy  officer,  and  gradual  rise  in 
the  service  by  seniority,  is  no  less  indis^ 
pensible.  In  this  way,  the  Indian  army 
has  been  constituted  and  rendered  tmx*' 
nently  efficient ;  and  all  measures,  tend^ 
ing  to  change  or  weaken  the  constituent 
parts  of  this  fabric,  are  to  be  deprecated^ 
When,  excepting  a  few  regiments  of  £ti*» 
ropean  artillery  and  infantry,  the  whol« 
military  force  of  British  India  was  com^ 
posed  of  Sepoy  corps,  the  officers  of  that 
army,  of  course,  possessed  entire  the  emo- 
luments and  advantages  which  the  service 
affi)rded.  The  introduction  of  Etn'opeaA 
troops  from  His  Majesty's  army  into  India 
altere^  this  state  of  things.  Young  officers, 
of  no  Indian  experience,  who  had  obtdin^- 
ed  their  commissions  by  purchase,  took 
rank  of  men  of  long  and  tried  service:  ihc 
King's  officers  were  thought  to  come  in, 
also,  for  too  large  a  share  of  employments? 
and  advantages.  To  redress  the  com- 
plaints which  the  Company's  officers 
made  of  supercesstons  and  partialities,  vtA. 
to  give  them  a  better  share  of  the  benefits 
of  the  service,  was  the  leading  object  of 
Lord  Cornwallis's  Military  Plan  of  179*, 
and  with  him  a  principal  motive  for  pro^ 
posing  to  transfer  the  Indian  army  to  the 
King,  no  other  practicable  means  having 
then  occurred  to  him.  But  the  t)bject 
was,  in  substance,  attained  by  the  Mili- 
tary Regulations  of  17()(),  paswd  in  concert 
with  His  Majesty's  Government,  withool 
that  transfer,  of  which  his  LordsAnp  did 
not  revive  the  idea  on  his  last  retcrrn  to  Irr- 
dia,  those  regtslations  having  given  in- 
creased rank  and  retiring  pay  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Company's  army.  The  causieft 
of  complaint,  however,  did  not  entirely 
cease.  To  avoid  the  collision  of  authorities, 
the  Company  had  adopted  the  usage  of  ap- 
pointfftg  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
King's  troops,  abo  their  Gonnnartder  in 
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Chief;  aiid  one  coniequence  of  thli  has 
been,  that  the  Company'i  officers,  resident 
from  early  youth  in  India*  ponsesiing  little 
influence  in  England,  unknown  to  officers 
of  high  rank  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
liaf e  thought  themselves  treated  with  less 
favour  and  diitinciion,  than  younger  of- 
ficers of  that  service  recently  arrived,  but 
better  patronized.  You  know,  Sir,  that 
there  have  been  instances  of  this  sort, 
fvhicfi  the  Court,  with  the  sanction  of  your 
||o»rd,have  intttrposed  to  repress  :  but  as 
long  as  the  Hritish  force  in  India  is  made 
up  oftwo  armies,  sodiflertntly  constituted, 
wiih  so  large  a  portion  of  King's  officers, 
the  whole  commanded  by  generals  of  His 
Majesty's  service,  there  will,  probably, 
be  real  or  apprehended  ground  for  the 
likt;  complaints.  They  do  not  arise  be- 
cause one  army  has  the  honour  to  btlong 
to  Hi*  Majesty,  and  the  other  serves  the 
Company,  but  because  the  constitution  of 
tiie  two  armies  are  radically  diflTercnt,  and 
must  continue  so,  whether  the  armies  are 
under  one  head  or  two.  The  Indian  army 
cannot  he  maintained  without  officers  at- 
tached to  it  from  an  early  age,  and  rising 
by  seniority.  Frec^uent  changes  of  King's 
regiments  serving  \n  India,  and  the  con- 
•equent  frequent  arrival  of  young  men, 
promoted  in  them  by  purchase,  cannot  be 
avoided  :  the  former  class  will  be  compa- 
ratively unknown  to  the  King's  com- 
manders, the  latter  will  have  among  them 
the  connections  of  those  commanders,  or 
of  men  of  influence  in  England.  It  is  not 
ditlicult  to  see,  therefore,  to  which  side 
the  exercise  of  military  patronage  will 
lean ;  and  to  prevent  causes  of  complaint, 
and  to  keep  the  balance  oven,  must  be  an 
important  object  in  the  government  of 
India.  It  does  not  seem  the  way  to  effect 
this,  to  put  the  Indian  army  wholly  in  the 
power  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  It  is 
t)f  the  |>artiality  of  that  station  of  which 
the  Cotnpany*s  officers  have  sometimes 
complained ;  and  the  Court  see  no  reason 
whatever  to  suppose,  that  their  jealousy 
and  dissatisfaction  would  be  removed,  by 
putting  them  entirely  under  iu  controui : 
and,  indeed,  by  placing  two  armies,  of 
such  ditfcrent  races  and  so  dillerently  con- 
stituted, under  the  same  master,  it  would 
seem  difficult  to  avoid  attaching  the  idea 
of  permanent  inferiority  to  that  which  was 
Indian.  Nor  is  it  a  thing  to  be  taken  tor 
granted,  that  the  Sepoys,  so  much,  as  al- 
rrady  observed,  under  the  uiflueDce  of 
habit,  would  chooae  to  be  transferred  from 
that  serf  ict  lo  whicb  they  hiTt  beta  al- 
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ways  accustomed,  to  one  of  which  thcf 
have  little  experience,  and  that  ezperionco 
not  always  of  a  conciliatory  kind.  To 
place  the  officers  of  the  Indian  araiy 
wholly  under  that  authority  of  which  they 
have  hitherto  complained,  docs  not  ccr> 
tainly  appear  to  be  the  way  to  render 
them  easy.  It  might,  on  the  contrary,- 
lead  to  serious  discontent ;  nnd  though 
the  Court  would  be  far  from  coontenancing 
that  spirit  among  their  officers,  or  yielding 
to  any  irregular  exertion  of  it,  yet  itmuit 
be  said,  on  the  other  band,  that  thoae  o& 
6cers  are  a  body  of  men  who  have  de- 
served too  well  of  the  Company  and  their 
country,  to  have  real  causes  of  discen* 
tent;  and  that  it  would  be  impolitic  t» 
adopt  any  system,  likely  to  generate  such 
causes,  either  among  them  or  the  men  they 
command. 

With  regard  to  the  other  reason  as-^ 
signed  for  the  proposed  change*  the  Court 
beg  leave  to  observe,  in  the  first  place, 
that  they  do  not  perceive  the  necesssry- 
connection  between  the  inconvenience 
which  is  alleged,  and  the  remedy  sag* 
gested  for  it:  since  if  it  were  true  that 
the  (juestion  of  responsibility  in  Englaadv 
respecting  the  appointment  of  Commander 
in  Chief,  lay  under  an  obscurity  and  un*. 
certainty  detrimental  to  the  public  aervieck. 
it  does  not  appear  to  follow  that  the  Indiaa 
army  ought  to  be  transferred  to  the  Kia& 
to  remedy  this  defect.  But  iii  the  hnadbb 
apprehension  of  the  Court,  no  obscurity 
hangs  over  that  question.  The  appoint- 
ment of  Commanders  in  Chiefof  the  King's 
forces  there  rests  with  His  Majesty,  and 
the  officer  chosen  by  him  will,  hy  virtae 
of  his  commission,  generally  com  mini 
the  Company's  array  on  service.  The  u»- 
pointment  of  Commanders  in  Chief  lor  the 
Company's  army  is  placed,  by  law.  In  the 
first  instance,  in  the  Court  of  INredors^  but 
with  a  power  vested  in  His  Majesty  toannal 
such  appointments.  This n f  cess arily  puiaH 
to  an  agreement  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Court  of  I>irecftBi% 
in  respect  to  those  appointmeniiw  end  the 
Court  are  not  aware,  that  they  have,  en 
any  occasion,  used  the  share  of 
them  by  this  arrangement,  (or  the< 
of  which  they  feel  that  they  are 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  public 
They  must,  at  the  same  timOp 
press  their  opinion,  thai  the  law,  aa  it 
stands,  is  wisely  conceived, 
nv»t  halve  the  responMblity,  bat  dnnhle  i^ 
making  both  His  Majesty's 
•ad  the  Govt  of  I]iiect«ia  MIy 
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able  tor  the  appointment  of  the  Company's 
Commanders  in  Cliief:  and  if  it  should 
still  be  said,  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  se- 
lection of  a  Commander  in  Chief  for  His 
Majesty's  forces  may  be  rendered  difticult 
by  reluctance,  on  tlie  part  of  the  Court,  to 
accept  the  same  oQicer  for  the  command 
of  the  (Company's  army,  it  may  be  justly 
replied,  that  they  make  a  sacrifice  to  the 
public  interest  in  iigreeing  that  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  shall 
also  be  the  Company's;  aad  when  he  is 
not  only  to  command  their  army,  but  ex- 
pects to  be  made  a  Member  of  their  civil 
and  political  Government,  it  cannot  be 
deemed  unreasonable,  that  they  should 
possess  the  right  of  satisfying  themselves 
as  to  his  competency  for  filling  those  high 
olhces  :  neither  is  it,  as  they  think,  to  be 
shewn  from  tlieoretical  reasoning,  or  by 
an  appeal  to  facts,  that  the  service  will 
suffer,  or  has  sulfered,  by  their  assertion 
of  this  right. 

But  the  strongest  objections  of  the  Court 
to  the  proposed  transfer  arise  from  political 
considerations.  They  conceive  the  con- 
tinuaui-e  of  the  Indian  army  in  the  hands 
of  the  Company  to  be  essential  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  civil,  financial,  and  po- 
litical adairs  of  British  India,  according  to 
the  present  system.  The  Company's  Go- 
vernment has  hitherto  been  respected, 
both  by  its  own  subjects  and  foreign 
powers,  because  it  possessed  a  great  mi- 
litary force.  Organizing  this  force,  enlarg- 
ing or  reducing  it  at  pleasure,  appointing 
its  officers,  rewarding  merit,  punishing  the 
unworthy,  providing  for  the  comfortable 
retirement  of  the  veteran  soldier  and  of. 
ficer,  and,  in  short,  exercising  all  the 
functions  of  a  governing  power  over  a  very 
numerous  body  of  men  of  high  military 
spirit,  it  has  possessed  ail  the  respectability 
and  the  benefit  of  their  attachment  and 
fidelity.  Looking  upon  the  Members  of 
the  civil  Government  and  the  body  of 
civil  servants  as  belonging  to  the  same 
master  with  themselves,  and  as  the  first 
order  in  the  state,  they  have  paid. a  will- 
ing obedience  to  their  authority,  and  have 
thereby  upheld  their  internal  administra- 
tion and  their  consecjuence  abroad.  The 
introduction  of  certain  King's  regiments 
has  been  understood,  as  it  was  intended, 
to  be  merely  in  support  of  the  public  in- 
terest under  the  existing  svstem  :  but  if 
the  Company  were  to  be  divested  of  the 
whole  of  their  military  force  and  power; 
if  they  were  to  be  no  longer  masters  of  a 
single  regiment,  no  longer  capable  of  en- 
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tertaining  any  soldiers  nor  of  giving  ono 
subaltern's  commission;  if  the  immense 
body  of  men,  who  have  so  long  looked 
up  to  them,  were  to  be  transferred  from 
them,  the  people  must  consider  their  power 
as  fallen  and  drawing  rapidly  to  a  close. 
Continuing  still  to  their  Governments  a 
general  controul  over  the  employment  of 
the  army,  and  to  their  civil  servants  th« 
internal  administration  of  their  affairs, 
would  give  the  people  no  assurance  to  tho 
contrary.  Those  servants,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  different  functions  of 
judges,  magistrates,  collectors,  could  not 
expect  the  same  respect  and  support^ 
either  from  public  opinion  or  the  attach- 
ment of  the  native  troops,  as  when  all 
looked  to  the  same  head  for  protection^ 
patronage,  and  reward.  Indeed,  to  make 
so  wide  a  separation  of  the  military  from 
the  civil  power ;  to  take  away  tlie  organi- 
zation, the  interior  regulation,  ^nd  with 
these,  the  patronage  of  the  army,  from 
the  local  Government ;  to  place  all  those 
powers  in  the  hands  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  subject  only,  in  the  exercise  of 
them,  to  an  authority  at  the  distance  of 
half  the  globe,  would  throw  the  means 
and  the  temptation  of  a  dangerous  ascen* 
dancy  into  the  scale  of  the  military  de« 
partment,  which  constituted  by  His  Ma« 
jesty,  might  easily  be  led  to  slight  the 
civil  servants  of  a  meaner  master  and  their 
chance  of  distant  redress.  Among  the 
natives  of  India  it  has  been  us^al  to  con- 
sider the  military  power,  and  those  pos- 
sessing it,  as  pre-eminent;  and  they  see, 
in  some  examples  of  the  present  day,  that 
power,  under  the  idea  of  assisting  the  ciril 
and  political  administration,  actually  con* 
trouling  it.  The  Company's  government, 
in  short,  lowered  and  overshadowed  in  thi% 
way,  would  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Court,  continue  to  possess  the  authority 
necessary  for  the  proper  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  that  great  empire ;  and 
it  might  then  be  conceived,  that  a  further 
change  only  could  supply  what  was  de- 
fective. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  way  in  whi(ih 
the  measure  in  question  appears  to  the 
Court  to  be  pregnant  with  danger.  It 
proposes  to  place  in  the  entire  disposal  of 
the  Crown,  a  regular  army  amounting  te 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  men, 
commanded  by  above  three  thousand  £u« 
ropcan  officers,  having  a  great  variety  of 
places  of  honour  and  emolument;  and  all 
the  vast  patronage  attaching  to  such  a4 
army  (sayiog  the  noQMaatioa  of  cadeti} 
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would,  mediately  or  immediately,  be  under 
the  influence  or  controul  of  some  of  the 
Members  of  bis  Majesty's  Goyemment. 
This  would  be  a  signal  departure  from 
Ibe  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Acts  of  1784 
and  1793,  a  professed  principle  of  which 
was,  that  the  Indian  patronage,  civil  and 
military,  should  be  kept  entirely  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown. 
It  is  not  for  the  Court  to  enlarge  upon  a 

firoposition  so  momentous;  but  they  beg 
eave,  with  'the  utmost  deference,  to  itate 
that  they  would  deem  it  a  dereliction  of 
their  duty,  to  which  no  consideration  could 
induce  them  to  submit,  to  recommend  any 
measure  of  this  description  to  the  adoption 
of  their  constituents.  Knowing  however, 
8ir,  your  concern  for  the  promotion  of 
the  public  interest,  a  concern  which  we 
have  frequently  witnessed,  the  Court  still 
flatter  themselves,  that  the  consideration 
of  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  Charter, 
a  measure  which  they  believe  to  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  nation  as  well  as  of  the 
Company,  will  go  on  without  your  in- 
iisting  on  this  proposition,  or  any  further 
on  the  other  whicn  has  been  above  dis- 
cussed, than  may  be  really  compatible 
with  the  preservation  of  the  present  In- 
dian system.  We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir,  &c. 

Edwarb  Parrt, 
Charles  Grant. 
The  Ittght  Hon.  Robert  Dun- 
das,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

At  a  Secret  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, the  28ih  February,  1809. 

The  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman 
reported  to  the  Committee,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  an  invitation  from  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  they  had 
yesterday  an  interview  with  him,  in  which 
he  discoursed  with  them  on  the  present 
state  of  the  ncgociation  for  the  renewal  of 
the  Company^s  Charter.  He  enquired,  in 
the  first  place,  whether  the  Company 
would  have  occasion  to  apply  to  the  Public 
for  pecuniary  aid  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent year.  To  this  enquiry  the  Chairman 
and  Deputy  answered,  that  from  an  esti- 
mate lately  made  up  of  the  Company's 
receipts  and  payments,  till  the  month  of 
January  1810,  it  appeared  probable  they 
might  be  able  to  do  without  any  public 
assistance  till  that  period  ;  but  that  this 
could  not  be  positively  affirmed  by  the 
Chairs  without  further  and  more  certain 
investigation.  Mr.  Dundas  then  said, 
that  if  the  Company  were  not  tmder  ane- 
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cessity  of  coming  lo  FarKaaent  thii  «» 
sion  on  the  icore  of  their  finanoM^  ki 
thought  it  would  be  expedient  to  May 
the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  tfaa  fliMltt 
in  Parliament  till  next  aesiion,  beciie  tfto 
Committee  of  the  House  of  CoHdnma  far 
enquiring  into  the  state  of  the  CotaipmfH 
afiain,  recently  re^  appointed,  beiof  nbont 
to  examine  into  all  the  great  brtnghea  if 
those  affairs  whidi  wouM  necessnrily  en^ 
gage  the  public  attention  os  the  rtnawai  ef 
the  Charter,  it  would  be  expnected  by  Ikn 
House,  that  the  reports  of  that  Coaaflatet 
should  be  submhted  to  theoit  befan  tbt 
question  of  the  renewal  was  brought  ht^ 
ward,  and  from  the  number  and  weight  of 
the  subjects  to  be  investigated,  it  vireald  hi 
impracticable  to  report  npon  thflsa,  worn 
enough  to  aflfbrd  sufficient  tine  ta  the 
House  to  go  through  the  .conaideration  of 
them  in  the  remainder  of  the  seasioM ;  il 
was,  therefore,  Mr.  Dundas'e  apioioa,  Att 
it  would  be  advisable  to  postpone  Ilia  a^ 
tation  of  the  question  until  neM  itssiw; 
but  before  he  fixed  bis  determinatioBy  ha 
wished  to  receive  the  sentimcuts  af  ihl 
Chairs  and  the  Committee  of  Correipaad 
ence  on  this  important  pointp  and  Iheii 
sentiments  would  probably  infloMwa  Mtt 
in  shaping  his  answer  to  the  laat  Ictlar  Mt 
the  Court,  dated  ISth  Janoary,  180t,ih 
the  renewal  of  the  Charter.     The  dailfc 
roan  and  Deputy  Chairman  beg  leavati 
sute,  that  they,  in  reply,  eaprasfcad  llHll 
opinion  to  be  clearly  in  favour  of  pf  dent 
ing  with  the  business  of  the  Ghartar  Ml 
session,  if  it  should  be  pradieabla  Mf  tbd 
Committee  of  the  House  to  make  tiia  t^ 
quisite  reports  in 'due  time. 

The  Committee  having  delih«ratad<Mi 
this  commonicatTon,  are  of  opiaidVii  %M^ 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  foitaaa  aatm 
rate  an  estimate  as  possible  of  Ae  hMH 
finances  of  the  Company  fbr  the  carhaal 
year :  secondly,  that  it  is  very  deaksMk 
the  renewal  of  the  Company's  Chaiiap 
should  be  brought  forward  in  PvrHaiIMM 
this  session,  even  if  the  CoMpaAy  AMM 
stand  in  need  of  no  pecuniary  aid  ;  Miy 
thirdly,  that  if  the  Select  CominfUea  ettfti 
not  prepare  their  reports  in  due  tiiM,afll 
His  Majesty ^s  Ministers  de^m  it  |Mra|Mrla 
wait  till  next  session,  the  Court  nsaal^  at 
course,  acquiesce;  yet  in  the  with  wtA 
hope,  that  if  any  circumstaneaa  shooH 
occur  in  the  course  of  the  present 
favourable  to  the  agitation  of  the 
it  may  still  be  brought  fbrward  ;  and  tf 
not  in  this  session,  as  early  as  Maaibia  hi 
the  next ;   to  which  ettd  the  <k«hift|Ml 
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will  be  very  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
in  the  discussions  already  commenced. 

At  a  Secret  Committee  of  Corres- 
PONDENCE,  5th  December  1809. 

Head  and  approved  draft  of  a  letter  to 
the  Kight  Hon.  Robert  Dundas>  proposing 
that  the  discussions  between  him  and  the 
Court,  on  the  subject  of  the  Charter,  be 
resumed,  from  the  point  at  which  they 
were  left  by  the  letter  from  the  Chairman 
and  Deputy,  dated  ISlh  January  last. 

Letter  from  the  Chairman .  and  De* 
puty  Chairman-  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Robert  Dundas^  noticed 
in  the  preceding  Minute. 

(Private.)  East- India  House,  Dec.  5,  1S09, 
Sir;  From  the  conference  the  Chairs 
had  the  honour  to  hold  with  you  on  the 
13th  of  February,  on  the  sutyect  of  a  re- 
newal of  the  Company's  Chs^rter,  we  were 
given  to  understand,  that  although  His 
Majesty's  Ministers  did  not  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  bring  that  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Parliament,  in  the  session 
then  preceding,  it  might,  in  their  opinion* 
be  proper  to  prepare  for  the  agitation  of  it 
in  the  next  following  one. 

We  now,  therefore,  by  the  authority  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  whom 
the  Court  of  Directors  have  empowered  to 
conduct  the  details  of  negociation  on  the 
subject  in  question,  beg  leave  to  state  to 
you,  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  desirable 
the  discussion  concerning  the  renewal  of 
the  Charter  should  be  brought  on  in  the 
ensuing  session,  both  on  account  of  the 
general  situation  of  the  Company's  afiairs, 
and  also  on  account  of  the  particular  pres- 
sure on  their  finances  (arising  chiefly  from 
the  transfer  of  certain  sums  of  the  Indian 
debt  to  England)  which  we  have  already 
had  the  honour  to  represent  to  you  and  to 
Lord  Harrowby,  and  which  renders  ne- 
cessary such  an  application  for  public  aid, 
as  may  oi  itself  be  expected  to  lead  to  a 
general  consideration  of  the  Company's 
affairs. 

We  therefore  lake  the  liberty  to  pro- 
pose, that  the  discussions  between  you  and 
the  Court,  on  the  subject  of  the  Charter, 
be  resumed,  from  the  point  at  which  they 
were  left  by  the  letter  the  Chairs  addressed 
to  you,  under  date  the  13ih  January  last. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

Charles  Grant, 
William  Astell* 
The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Duadas^ 

&C,   &C.  &Ci 


At  a  Secret  Court  of  Directors, 
held  on  Friday,  the  3rd  Jan.  1812. 

The  Chairman  laid  before  the  Court, 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Melville  to  the 
Chairs,  ^ated  the  17th  of  last  month,  upon 
the  subject  of  continuing  i^  the  East-Indi^ 
Company,  for  a  further  term,  their  privi- 
leges of  exclusive  trade  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  British  territorial  possessions 
in  India,  in  which  his  Lordship  adverts  to 
his  letter  acidressed  to  the  Chairman  and 
Deputy  Chairman,  on  the  28th  December 
1808,  and  to  their  reply,  dated  the  13tl| 
January  1809 ;  and  adds,  that  if  the  Court 
pf  Directors  are  willuog  that  the  ships>  a^ 
well  as  goods  of  private  merchants,  may 
be  admitted  into  the  trade  with  Indian 
under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  deeme4 
necessary^  he  shall  be  ready  to  discuffi 
with  the  Chairs  all  the  other  details  of  the 
system  ;  and  his  Lordship  alluding  to  two 
points  of  considerable  importance,  adverted 
to  in  the  above-mentione(|  letters,  viz.  the 
first  relating  to  the  transfer  of  the  Com* 
pany^s  army  to  the  Crown,  upon  ^vhicli 
sul^ect  circumstances  may  possibly  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  adopting  otb^v 
measures,  for  prompting  the  discipline  anc| 
efficiency  of  the  ariny  in  India ;  and  tb^ 
second  point,  being  the  Indian  debt«  uppi| 
which  subject  his  Lordship  observes,  th^$ 
the  period  he  should  hope  is  arrived,  fo|r 
providing,  out  of  the  Company's  own  re^ 
sources,  without  any  pecuniary  aid  froqi 
the  Public,  the  meaqs  of  enabling  t^iem  t9 
satisfy  all  the  claims  of  their  Indiap  pre* 
d  iters. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tbft 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  to  consider 
what  reply  it  may  be  right  and  proper  tq 
make  to  the  letter  froip  Lord  Melville,  now 
read  ;  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereofi 
to  the  Court. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Viscount  Melville  to  the 
Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman, 
dated  the  17th  December  1811; 
noticed  in  the  preceding  Minute. 

India  Boarfi,  Deceuiber  17,  181 K 
Gentlemen ;  Understanding  from  yoo^ 
that  it  is  the  wish  and  opipion  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  that  a  proposi^ipi^ 
should  be  submitted  to  Parliament  in  the 
course  of  the  next  session,  for  continuing 
to  the  East- India  Company,  for  a  furthejr 
teriB,  their  privileges  of  exclusive  trade# 
and  the  government  of  the  British  territo- 
ri^  possfsssioDs  ia  India  j  it  will  be  nfcej^ 
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sary,  before  I  can  proceed  with  you  to  the 
discussion  of  that  question  in  all  its  details, 
that  certain  preliminary  matter  should  be 
again  brought  under  your  consideration. 

In  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  the 
Chairman  and  Peputy  Chairman,  on  the 
28th  December  1808,  the  outlines  of  such 
a  system,  in  regard  to  the  trade  between 
this  country  and  the  East  Indies,  were 
stated,  as  His  Majesty's  Government  at 
that  time  were  willing  to  propose  to  Par- 
liament. In  a  reply  to  that  letter,  dated 
the  13th  January  1809,  detailed  reasons 
were  urged,  for  the  Court  of  Directors  de- 
clining to  "  advise  their  constituents  to  seek 
a  renewal  of  their  Charter,  on  conditions 
which''  (as  asserted  by  the  Chairman  and 
Deputy  Chairman)  "  would  despoil  it  of 
all  its  solid  >ad vantages^  deprive  the  Com- 
pany of  their  most  valuable  privileges,  and 
incapacitate  them  for  performing  for  them- 
selves and  the  nation,  the  part  hitherto  as- 
signed to  them  in  the  Indian  system." 

I  do  not  feel  it  requisite,  in  this  stage  of 
the  business,  to  enter  upon  a  minute  exa- 
mination of  the  arguments  from  which  that 
conclusion  was  drawn.  Many  of  them 
have  reference  to  possible  dangers,  which 
might  arise  from  a  system  of  trade  wholly 
unrestricted ;  against  which  dangers,  how- 
ever, it  was  expressly  admitted  in  my  let- 
ter, that  it  would  be  essentially  necessary 
to  guard.  A  considerable  portion  of  their 
reasoning,  also,  would  lead  to  the  infe- 
rence, as  a  general  proposition,  applicable 
to  all  cases  of  foreign  and  distant  trade, 
that  a  monopoly  was  more  beneficial  to 
both  countries  than  an  unrestrained  com- 
merce ;  and  that  the  facilities  intended  to 
be  afforded  to  private  trade  with  India,  by 
the  Act  of  1793,  were  inexpedient  and  im- 
politic. There  are  several  statements 
in  the  letter,  in  which  I  fully  concur;  but 
it  is  unnecessary  to  advert  to  them  at  pre- 
sent, because,  it'  the  Court  of  Directors  ad- 
here to  the  above-mentioned  determina- 
tioitr,  I  cannot  hold  out  to  you  the  least 
expectation,  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  be  disposed  to  depart  from  the 
proposal  contained  in  my  letter,  or  that 
they  will  concur  in  any  application  to 
Parliament,  for  the  continuance  of  a  sys- 
tem of  trade,  conducted  under  all  the  re- 
straints now  imposed  upon  it,  and  for  the 
permaneiycy  of  which  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors have  so  strenuously  contended.  If 
they  are  willing,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  ships,  as  well  as  goods  of  private  mer- 
chants, may  be  admitted  into  the  trade 
with  India,  under  such  restrictions  as  may 
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be  deemed  necessary^  I  tball  be  t%9Aj  to 
discuss  with  you  all  the  other  details  of  the 
system. 

*  There  are  two  points,  however,  of  con- 
siderable importance,  which  are  adTorted 
to  in  the  above-mentioned  letters*  and  oq 
which  It  may  be  advisable  that  I  should 
state  to  you  shortly  what  occore  to  aae. 

The  first  relates  to  the  transfer  of  the 
Company's  army  to  the  Crown  ;  a  nica*' 
sure  which  has  been  frequently  fpggested 
by  persons  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
military  concerns  of  the  Company,  and 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  gpreat  con- 
sideration. It  is  impossible,  bowoTer,  not 
to  admit,  that  several  weighty  objection^ 
to  such  a  change  are  stated  in  the  letter  <rf 
the  J  3  th  of  January  1  $09.  EvenU  which 
have  since  occurred,  must  also  hare  an  in- 
fluence in  deciding  this  question,  and  may 
possibly  suggest  the  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing other  measures  for  promoting  the  dis* 
cipline  and  efficiency  of  the  army  in  India. 
Further  discussion  on  this  subject  may  be 
deferred  till  a  future  opportunity,  and  any 
arrangements  which  may  be  deemed  pro- 
per can  be  carried  into  effect,  without  nav- 
ing  recourse  to  special  legi&latire  enact- 
ments. 

The  other  point  to  which  I  allude,  is  the 
proposition  for  enabling  the  Company  to 
meet  the  heavy  demands  which  were  then 
expected,  and  which,  to  a  certain  extent, 
have  since  come  upon  them,  by  the  tran^ 
fer  of  their  Indian  debt  to  this  country. 
All  uncertainty,  as  to  the  possible  amount 
of  those  demands,  is  now  remoTed  j  atad 
the  period,  I  should  hope,  is  arrived,  to 
which,  during  some  years,  we  have  looked 
forward  with  anxiety,  for  proTidingtMit  of 
the  Company's  own  resources,  without  any 
pecuniary  aid  from  the  Public,  the  means 
of  enabling  them  to  satisfy  all' the  claims 
of  their  Indian  creditors.  The  sanction 
of  Parliament  will  probably  be  necessary 
for  carrying  into  effect  any  arrangement 
for  that  purpose ;  and  if  the  Codrt  of  Di- 
rectors are  willinff  that  these  discossionsy 
on  the  renewal  of  the  Charter,  shall  pro- 
ceed, in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  question  of 
the  trade,  on  the  principle  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  firom 
you  any  suggestions  you  may  have  to 
offer  on  the  subject  of  the  debt,  and  on  the 
mode  by  which  you  propose  that  liinds  fiir 
its  liquidation  shall  be  provided.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemeni  &c*        ^ 

Mblvillb. 

The  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  East-Iiidia 
Company. 
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At  a  Secret  Court  of  Directors, 
held  on  Friday,  Feb.  28th,  1812. 

The  Chairman  for  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  laid  before  the  Court  the 
draft  of  a  reply  to  Lord  Melville's  letter 
of  the  17th  of  December  last,  which  was 
read  :  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken 
inko  consideration  to-morrow. 

At  a  Secret  Court  of  Directors, 
held  on  Saturday,  Feb.  29,  1812. 

The  Court  proceeded  to  take  the  pro- 
posed draft  of  a  reply  to  Lord  Melville's 
letter  into  consideration. 

At  a  Secret  Court  of  Directors, 
held  on  Monday,  March  2,  1812. 

The  draft  of  ihe  proposed  reply  to  Lord 
Melville's  letter,  of  the  17lh  December 
last,  was  unanimously  approved. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputation  of  this 
Court  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Majes- 
ty's Ministers,  in  consequence  thereof; 
and  that  the  said  deputation  do  consist  of 
the  Ciiairman,  Deputy  Chairman,  Charles 
Mills,  Esq.  the  Hon.  William  Elphinstone, 
and  I'^dvvard  Parry,  Esq. 

Letter  from  the  Chairman  and  De- 
puty Chairman  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Viscount  Melville,   with   its 
Enclosures ;    noticed    in   the  pre- 
ceding Minute. 

East' India  House,  March  4,  1812. 

My  Lord  ,  We  duly  received  and  laid 
before  the  Court  of  Directors  your  Lord- 
ship's letter  of  the  l7th  of  December  last. 
We  trust  that  the  great  importance  of  the 
matter  contained  in  it  will  explain,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  to  your  Lordship  and 
to  His  Majesty's  Government,  why  an  an- 
swer has  not  been  prepared  at  an  earlier 
period. 

By  that  letter  we  think  it  is  to  be  un- 
derstood, that  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
have  made  up  their  minds,  not  to  bold  out 
to  the  East-India  Company  an  expectation 
of  their  being  disposed  to  concur  in  an 
oiler  to  Parliament  of  any  proposition  for 
the  continuance  of  the  present  system  of 
trade  with  India,  at  the  close  of  the  term 
limited  by  the  Act  of  l79:i,  which  is  now 
nearly  expiring,  without  a  previous  con- 
sent, on  the  part  of  the  East-India  Com- 
pany, as  the  basis  of  such  concurrence, 
that  the  trade  with  India  shall  be  extended 
to  the  shipi,  as  well  as  goods  of  private 
merchants,  iMider  such  restrictions  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary ;  but  that  His  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  are  of  opinion,  with  res- 


pect to  the  subject  of  the  Indian  armyp 
that  the  idea  which  was  held  oat  in  your 
Lordship's  letter  of  the  28th  December 
1808,  relative  to  the  transfer  of  the  Com- 
pany's army  to  the  Crown,  will  not'4)e 
contended  for;  and  tl\at,  upon  these 
grounds  of  understanding,  your  Lordship 
will  be  prepared  to  receive  from  the  Court 
of  Directors  any  suggestions  which  they 
may  have  to  ofier  on  the  subject  of  the 
Company's  debt,  and  upon  the  mode  by 
which  the  Court  propose  that  funds  for  its 
liquidation  should  be  provided. 

From  the  terms  in  which  the  first  pro- 
position, respecting  the  trade  vfith  India, 
has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Court,  they  conceive  that  it  is  intended, 
on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
to  preclude  the  Court  from  any  further 
agitation  of  a  question  already  so  fully 
discussed.  The  Court,  indeed,  cannot 
avoid  considering  this  as  the  obvious  inter- 
pretation of  your  Lordship's  letter,  respect- 
ing a  point  upon  which,  perhaps,  it  might 
be  out  of  their  power  to  offer  any  argu- 
ments, not  contained  in  the  letter  of  th« 
Ciiairs  to  your  Lordship,  of  the  IStb  of 
January  1809. 

Whatever  opinion,  therefore,  the  past 
experience  and  daily  observation  of  the 
Court  may  have  justly  induced  them  to 
form  upon  this  subject,  or  however  incon- 
trovertible they  may  believe  many  of  the 
arguments  to  be,  that  are  made  u&e  of  in 
the  letter  of  the  Chairs  to  your  Lordship, 
to  which  they  have  referred,  they  think  it 
their  duty  to  state,  that  if  this  alteration  be 
made  an  indispensable  condition,  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  of  their 
proposing  to  Parliament  the  renewal  of  the 
Company's  privileges,  the  Court  will, 
though  reluctantly,  ofler  this  measure  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Proprietors,  with 
whom  alone  the  power  rests  of  consenting' 
to  such  a  fundamental  change  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Company.  But  they  must 
at  the  same  time,  beg  leave,  in  the  most 
unequivocal  manner  to  declare  their  con- 
viction, that  though  this  alteration  may, 
and  probably  will,  be  attended  with  many 
serious  inconveniences  to  the  whole  frame 
of  that  Government,  which,  whatever  opi- 
nion may  have  been  formed  of  its  imper- 
fections, has,  beyond  all  dispute,  acquired 
and  maintained  for  Great  Britain  a  para- 
mount, and  almost  undisputed  sovereignty 
in  the  East,  it  will  not  give  to  the  nation 
those  commei*cial  advantages,  which  it  has 
been  the  habit  of  many  of  the  commercial 
interests  of  this  Country  to , contemplate. 
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The  Court,  however,  hope  il  will  be 
understood  by  your  Lordshipi  that  they 
hate  entertained  this  opinion,  not  upon  the 
narrow,  and  now  justly  exploded  ground, 
i?hich  they  are  sorry  to  see  has  been  ima- 

g'ned  by  your  lordship  to  exist,  that  the 
)mpany  have  ever  considered  a  mono- 
poly to  be  more  beneficial,  in  all  cases  of 
<'  foreign  and  distant  trade,  than  an  unre- 
strained commerce,''  but  upon  the  con- 
viction with  which  they  have  been  im- 
pressed, that  an  exclusive  trade  with  India 
is  the  only  one  really  applicable  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  interests  with 
that  country,  interwoven  as  that  trade  is 
with  the  very  frame  and  integrity  of  those 
possessions,  and  resting,  as  it  does,  upon 
many  highly  important  considerations, 
which  are,  in  no  wise,  applicable  to  other 
commercial  establishments. 

In  support  of  these  opinions,  the  Court 
beg  leave  to  enclose  abstract  copies  of  the 
Accounts  (A  and  B),  which  have  been 
called  for,  and  laid  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons  upon 
£ast-India  Aflairs,  established  in  1808, 
and  continued  to  the  present  time,  which 
they  imagine  will  atiford  a  fair  representa- 
tion of  the  trade  in  bullion  and  in  goods 
carried  on  with  India,  as  well  by  indivi- 
duals as  by  foreign  nations;  and  these 
Accounts  will,  they  trust,  establish,  in  a 
conclusive  manner,  the  correctness  of  the 
aentiments  entertained  by  the  Court  res- 
pecting this  trade. 

In  communicating,  however,  those  sen- 
timents of  reluctance,  by  which  the  de- 
termination of  the  Court  to  submit  the  pro- 
position in  question  to  the  Proprietors  of 
East-India  Stock  is  accompanied,  the 
Court  hope  it  will  be  clearly  understood, 
that  this  determination  arises  from  a  pre- 
sumption, that  such  military  powers  as  are 
now  vested  in  the  Company  will  be  left 
imimpaired,  which  can  alone  induce  them 
to  entertain  an  expectation  of  their  being 
able  in  a  manner  satisfactory,  either  for 
the  Company  or  the  Public,  to  perform  the 
part  which  has  hitherto  been  assigned  to 
the  Company  in  the  government  of  a  dis- 
tant empire;  and  also,  that  such  regula- 
tions will  be  adopted,  as  will  prevent  the 
highly  dangerous  intercourse  of  Europeans 
with  the  East ;  and  that  such  arrange- 
ments wiii^be  made,  in  respect  to  pecu- 
niary matters,  as  will  enable  the  Company 
to  meet  with  confidence  the  present  state 
of  their  affairs.  The  Court  also  hope,  that 
in  the  extension  of  the  trade  which  the 
Company  now  enjoy.  His  Majesty's  Mi- 
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nisters  hav«  not  had  in  view  the  hagarien 
experiment  of  dispersing,  OTor  all  the 
ports  of  England  and  Ireland,  a  trade  now 
brought,  with  so  much  advantaget  boik  to 
the  Company  and  the  Public,  to  the  aini^ 
port  of  London. 

If  the  private  interconraa  with  bdia 
should,  in  future,  be  extended,  it  aaay  aa* 
turally  be  expected,  that  upon  the  lelani 
of  peace,  a  number  of  British  aeamep  will 
be  thrown  out  of  employ ;  and  the  Coot 
are  apprehensive  that  such  aa  interooqiM^ 
carried  on  through  the  medinai  of  Ipdiaa 
ships  and  Indian  sailors,  relaxing  at  it 
would  do  the  spirit  of  the  navigation  Imm, 
which  have  always  been  conaidered  to  be 
the  basis  of  the  maritime  strength  of  tUi 
country,  may  be  viewed  by  the  nftion 
with  extreme  alarm,  and  willpiofaaUy 
give  rise  to  many  disorders.  Toe  Com* 
pany's  papers  and  offices  migh|  fornhh 
material  information,  by  wbicb  ibe'  relav 
tion  of  the  Indian  trade  with  the  navigar 
tion  system  could  be  appreciated,  and  Ae 
Court,  if  it  should  be  thought  lilraly  |o  bf 
of  public  utility,  are  ready  to  baya  tint 
information  collected;  but  without  aacb 
call,  and  without  pressing  their  reaaooa  at 
length,  either  upon  your  Lordship  or  the 
other  Members  of  his  Maiesty't  Gofem* 
ment,  they  will  content  themielyes  with 
the  declaration  they  have  already  madeef 
their  opinion  upon  this  subject. 

The  Court  are  desirous  of  taking  this 
opportunity  to  offer  some  remark^  and  It 
answer,  in  a  cursory  manner,  part  of  ibflW 
public  accusations,  which  have  be«i  m 
assiduously  urged  against  the  Eaet-Iadk 
Company,  and  against  the  farther  coatir 
nuance  of  a  system,  which,  tbey  hope,  will 
appear  to  rest,  not  upon  the  gronndt  of  inr 
dividual  interest,  but  upon  tiie  firm  beiii 
of  national  advantage. 

Whatever  opinions  the  Court  anay  deli- 
ver, upon  a  subject  in  which  tbey  aia  m¥ 
nifestly  interested,  will  doabtl«ie  be  lar 
ceived  with  circumspection;  bpl  tbi 
Court  think,  that  they  may  be  sJlowed*  aad 
with  justice  upon  the  present  occaeioo,  la 
assert,  that  the  leading  disposition  of  ibair 
minds  is,  to  preserve  the  empire  obtained 
in  India  to  the  parent  state. 

The  first,  and  the  most  prominent  of  ihi 
charges,  which  have,  at  yarione  tiwmk 
been  brought  against  the  Compeny,  i^  ibp 
repeated  calls  which  they  are  nccueod  ef 
having  made  upon  the  Pobiic,  for 
tor  the  prosecution  of  ruinoaa 
as  if  they  had  dissipated  large  sums  in  na^ 
less  and  improvideai  iinrff*^llring^    1^101 
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this  head  it  may  be  sufficient  for.  the 
Court  to  observe,  that  their  commercial 
affairs  (and  to  those  alone  was  the  Com* 
pany's  management  restricted)  have  been 
invariably  attended  with  success,  as  they 
are  prepared  to  shew,  if  the  proof  should 
be  called  for  ;  and  that  these  advantages 
have  been  sufficient  to  allow  of  a  moderate 
dividend  to  the  Proprietors  of  East- India 
Stock.  Over  and  above  this  dividend,  a 
surplus  sum  has  been  applied,  arising  from 
this  source,  towards  the  extension  of  that 
territory,  the  acquisition    of  which    has 
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been  under  the  immediate  diiMtien  of  Hit 
Majesty's  Ministers. 

But  the  Court  are  persuaded,  that  %h% 
magnitude  of  the  affairs  which  the  Com* 
pany  have  had  to  manage,  has  been  little 
known  and  little  attended  to,  otherwise  it 
would,  at  once,  have  been  seen,  that  one 
of  the  principal  difficulties  with  which  the 
Company  have  had  to  contend,  is  a  capi« 
tal,  not  in  any  respect  equal  to  the  great 
extent,  variety,  tind  importance  of  thoie 
affairs. 


The  disbursement  of  the  Company  upon  the  single  article  of  commerce  in 
goods  and  wares,  &c.  or  of  articles  necessary  for  its  management,  a  dis* 
bursement  of  sums  going  from  and  returning  to  the  Company,  from  one 
moment  to  another  was,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1811,  not  less  than 
about -        -         .        '  £.  14,847,(57* 

To  this  must  be  added,  the  amount  of  advances  in  Indi^  and  at  home,  for 
stores  of  various  kinds,  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  Government,  and 
in  constant  use  for  military  equipments,  &c. ;  of  cash,  arms,  &c.  and 
of  debts  due  to  the  Company  from  various  states  and  princes,  &c. ;  and 
other  articles,  making,  at  the  close  of  the  Indian  year  1810,  about  -  •  *.  210282,279 

If  to  these  sums  be  subjoined  the  absolute  expenditure  made  by  the 
Company,  for  the  acquirement  of  a  territory,  with  forts,  ammunition, 
&c.  and  the  actual  purchase  of  many  factories  and  territories,  building 
of  docks,  purchase  of  forests,  &c.  including  a  considerable  sum,  which 
has  been  paid  by  them,  at  various  times,  to  the  Public,  or  disbursed  for 
expeditions,  and  the  maintenance  of  captures  afterwards  surrendered  up 
to  the  enemy,  viz.  -         --         •-        •         -        -        -  15,052,170 


They  form  altogether  an  aggregate  of        •        -        - 
The  Capital  of  the  Company  is : 
In  money  advanced  by  the  adventurers,  about     -         .         -  ,£.7,780,000 
And  they  receive  from  the  aid  of  bonds  at  home  -        -       7,000,000 

And  from  other  contingent  credits,  at  home  and  abroad,  about      7,7S7,953 


X51.182,127 


Together 
Leaving  a  balance  of    - 


22,567,Q5$ 
-  ,£.28,614,174 


Constituting,  at  this  moment,  a  permanent  debt  in  India  and  in  Europe.    (See  C.) 


This  aggregate  of  51,182,127/.,  a  part 
of  which  sum  only  has  been  employed 
upon  the  territorial  acquisitions  of  the 
Company,  forms  an  outlay,  beyond  the 
capital  of  the  Company,  of  so  large  an 
amount,  as  to  make  it  more  matter  of 
wonder  how  the  Company  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  carry  on  the  concern  at  all, 
than  to  render  it  extraordinary  that  they 
should  have  been  constrained,  respectfully 
and  at  various  times,  to  represent  the  ur- 
gency of  their  affairs,  and  to  press  upon 
the  Public  for  the  mere  return  of  those 
sums,  which  had  been  fairly  expended  by 
the  Company  abroad  for  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  a  return  which  has  never  yet  been 
granted  to  the  Company,  to  the  extent  to 


which  in  justice  it  ought  to  have  reached. 
In  every  war  which  has  taken  place  since 
the  Company  became  possessed  of  the  ter* 
ritorial  acquisitions,  large  sums  of  money 
have  been  expended  in  capturing  the  set- 
tiements  of  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Danes, 
and  heavy  expences  incurred  in  keeping 
the  same,  till  the  political  views  of  the 
Public  occasioned  these  settlements  to  be 
restored,  in  return  for  other  objects,  in 
which  the  Company  had  no  particular  in- 
terest. The  Company  have  «lso.  been 
compelled  to  pay  part  of  the  expence  of 
capturing  and  maintaining  an  island  after- 
wards reserved  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  the  Crown ;  to  disburse  a  considerable 
•nm  for  a  force,  of  which  the  PubUc  htvt 
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derived  all  the  benefit  at  home  ;  and  even 
to  contribute  to  the  Egyptian  expedition, 
the  whole  of  which  expences  the  Com- 
pany have  always  thought  ought' to  have 
fallen  upon  the  State. 

This  large  and  necessary  outlay  in  fact 
now  constitutes  the  source  of  the  Com- 
pany's embarrassment.  A  considerable 
part  of  the  money  raised  in  India  upon 
periodical  loans  to  meet  this  outlay*  has 
(as  your  Lordship  well  knows)  by  the  terms 
of  these  loans,  which  made  them  payable 
if  required,  in  England,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  a  general  reduction  of  interest 
from  eight  to  six  per  cent,  been  at  onco 
thrown  upon  the  Company  for  immediate 
payment  in  Europe  ;  a  sum  which,  with- 
out the  aid  of  Parliament,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Company  to  discharge. 

Of  this  large  expenditure,  sanctioned « 
and  in  many  cases  specifically  directed  by 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  it  may  with 
justice  be  asked,  what  part  has  been  in- 
curred for  the  partial  or  exclusive  advan- 
tage of  the  Company  ?— It  Is  evident,  that 
the  whole  concern  has  been  begun  and 
continued  by  private  exertions  alone ; 
nor  have  the  Proprietors  received  by  any 
means  an  adequate  recompense  for  those 
exertions ;  they  have  scarcely  derived 
more  benefit  than  the  common  iuterest^of 
money.  And  if  India  bean  object  of  re- 
gard to  the  world,  the  Company  may 
have  the  satisfaction  of  thinking,  that  tbey 
at  their  own  risk  and  expence,  have  res- 
cued it  from  contending  nations,  and  may 
claim  the  merit  of  having  laid  It  at  the 
feet  of  their  country ;  acquired  and  pre- 
served it  is  true,  at  a  great  pecuniary  ex- 
pence,  and  by  such  abilities  and  such  ex- 
ertions, both  civil  and  military,  as  not  only 
to  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  the  East- 
India  Company,  but  also  to  raise,  as  the 
page  of  history  will  testify,  the  national 
character.  They  venture  to  hope,  that 
when  all  the  great  political  relations  of 
this  acquisition  are  considered,  the  price 
paid  for  it  will  not  be  deemed  as  out  of 
proportion  to  its  intrinsic  value. 

The  wisdom  of  Parliament  will,  the 
Court  make  no  doubt,  be  applied  to  pre- 
serve what  has  been  so  acquired,  and 
finally  do  justice  to  those,  at  whose  rii>k  it 
has  been  obtained  ;  and  not  be  induced  to 
barter  positive,  and  very  large  ^immediate 
advantages,  against  speculative  notions 
and  theoretical  plans. 

In  the  second  place,  it  has  been  often 
urged,  that  the  Company  have  been  fa- 
Toured,  during  thest  exertions^  with  an 
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exclusive  trade,  and  that  the  nation  Ini 
thereby  lost  an  opportunity  of  extendiog 
their  commercial  enterprises  over  a  lam 
quarter  of  the  globe.  It  is  true,  that  tot 
Company  have  been  favoured  witb  this 
exclusive  trade ;  but  it  may  fairly  beaakod, 
would  India  have  belonged  to  Great  Bri- 
tain if  this  exclusive  trade  had  not  existed  ? 
That  this  trade  would  haye  been  of  greatsr 
magnitude  in  the  hands  of  indiTidnals,.  ii 
yet  a  matter  that  remains  to  be  proved : 
but  it  is  obvious,  that  during  partoftfaa 
above  period,  viz.  from  the  year  1768  la 
1812,  the  Public  have  received,  in  direct 
contributions  from  the  Company*  asaia 
not  falling  short  of^,  1 35,3 19/.  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  accompanying  Account  (Dl) 

With  respect  to  the  immediate  prodace 
of  this  trade  to  the  Public,  the  Court  be* 
lieve  it  will  bear  a  comparison  writb  that 
arising  from  any  other  distant  possession. 
It  produced  last  year  to  the  Foblic  the 
large  sum  of  4,213,425/.  (E),  viz*  in  vai^ 
toms  75y,5<>5/.,  and  in  excise  3,453,8301.; 
and  though  this  return  to  the  Pablic  be 
larger,  as  the  Court  have  reason  to  think 
in  respect  to  the  capital  employed,  thao 
the  return  from  any  other  traae,  it  has,  at 
the  same  time,  been  collected  with  a  fa- 
cility unknown  toother  concerns;  an  ad- 
vantage which  has  been  obtained,  partly 
by  the  progressive  enactment  of  regala- 
tions  the  fruit  of  many  years  experience^ 
and  partly  by  the  concentration  of  the 
trade  in  a  single  port,  and  the  prerentjOB 
of  smuggling,  which  has  been  the  conse- 
quence of  it. 

But  what  has  never  yet  been  fairly  es- 
timated in  the  existence  of  the  East-India 
Company  is,  that  the  whole  of  these  r^ 
turns  have  been  brought  into  the  exche- 
quer of  the  Public,  without  the  Public 
having  been  called  upon  for  any  direct 
contribution  for  the  preservation  of  the 
source  from  whence  they  have  had  tbeir 
rise,  whilst  the  possessions  of  the  Crowo, 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  have  drawn 
from  them  a  considerable  sum  for  their 
support  in  troops.  What  has  been  sared 
to  tiie  State  has  thus,  the  Court  conceive, 
been  gained  by  the  Public,  and  wonU 
amount,  as  the  Court  are  satisfied, 'in 
only  twenty  years,  to  a  stun  of  a  very 
great  magnitude.  From  the  Navy,  indeed, 
the  East- India  Company  have  receiTfed 
important  assistance ;  but  such  assistancs, 
it  must  be  recollected,  has  been  afibrded 
to  them  only  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects. 

That  the  trade  of  the  Company  haa  beta 
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highly  beneficial  to  the  Public,  in  affording 
a  nursery  for  seamen  in  timeofvirar  and  em- 
ployment for  them  in  time  of  peace,  and 
that  the  Company's  maritime  service  has 
contributed  materially  towards  those  be- 
nefits, cannot,  the  Court  apprehend^  be 
doubted  ;  nor  that  the  fortunes  of  indiTi* 
duals,  acquired  eitiier  in  the  service  of  the 
Company,  or  by  their  industry  and  ex- 
ertions under  the  Company's  protection^ 
have  gradually  contributed  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  that  public  stock  of  national 
wealth,  which  has  enabled  this  country  to 
stand,  almost  alone,  against  the  united 
exertions  of  nearly  all  Europe. 

Having  offered  these  cursory  observa- 
tions upon  matters  of  such  obvious  im- 


portance,  we  are  directed  by  the  Court  to 
state,  that  as  the  pecuniary  arrangements 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Company 
cannot,  with  propriety  or  with  elSect,  be 
made  the  subject  of  correspondence,  they 
beg  to  refer  these  points,  as  well  as  all 
those  of  inferior  detail,  of  which  there  are 
a  great  many,  to  a  personal  conference 
between  your  Lordship  and  the  Deputa- 
tion of  the  Court,  which  had  the  honour  to 
wait  on  your  Lordship  this  morning.  We 
have  the  honour  to  be.  My  Lord,  &c. 

Jacob  BosanqUxt, 
Hugh  Inglis. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vis* 

count   Melville,   &c. 

&c.  &c. 


A. 

An  Account,  shewing  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Official  Value  of  the  Bullion  and 
Merchandize  Imported  into,  and  Exported  fromBritishlndia,  (Bengal,  Madras  and 
Bombay)  to  London,  America,  and  Foreign  Europe,  for  Six  Years,  viz.  from 

1802-3  to  1807-8,  both  inclusive. 


London  : 

By  the  East  India  Company   - 
By   Commanders  and  Officers  of 

the  Company's  Ships      -     - 

By  British  Private  Traders    - 

Americans  ------- 

Foreign  Europeans      -     -     -    - 


TOTAL  of  the  IMTORTB  into  INDIA. 


Bullion. 


Total  Imports  and  Exports    -  «£. 


£.  SterliBf. 

4,939,128 

179,75(5 
1,167,400 
4,543,662 
2,051,093 


Goods  and  Storei. 


12,881,099 


/.  Sterilnt. 

5,547,501 

2,640,000 

1,832,980 

667,654 

1,072,960 


ToiaU 


^ 


/.  sterlinf. 

10,486,629 

2,819,756 
3,000,440 
5,211,316 
3,124,053 


TOTAL 

of  the  EXPom. 


£.  tteftint. 

8,108,897 

1,939,000 
5,681,740 
4,803,285 
2,437,752 


11,761,095    24,642,194 


22,970,672 


Memorandum.— There  has  been  a  small  quantity  of  Bullion  exported  from  India  to 
Europe  and  America,  to  the  extent  of  Sicca  Rupees  1,75,316,  but  which  is  not  material 
to  the  present  Account. 

Note.— The  value  of  the  Company's  Imports  into  India  is  taken  from  the  invoices  of 
the  ships  as  they  arrived  in  India,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  invoice 
price  outwards.  The  value  of  the  British  Private  Trade,  as  also  the  American  and 
Foreign  European,  is  the  Indian  official  value,  and  which  appears  to  correspond  pretty 
nearly  with  the  market  prices  in  India.  In  order  to  make  a  just  comparison  between 
the  amount  of  the  Company's  and  the  Private  or  Foreign  Trade,  the  goods  should  be 
exactly  reduced  to  the  same  denomination  of  value ;  but  this  is  not  strictly  prac- 
ticable. 

Errors  excepted, 
(Signed)  Robekt  Wissett. 

Eait' India  House,  Mh  March,  1812. 


(  VOL.  XXII , ) — Appendix. 


a) 


APFPNDq^ 


JPtfent^aimfttHkt 


C<^ 


An  Account,  shtswuig  the  Amount  of  (be  OQcial  Value  of  tiie  BhHunh  9d4  M»rct||r 
dize  Imported  into,  and  Eiported  from  Britiih  India,  (Bengal,  Madnw,  t^d.^cwp^ 
bay)  to  London,  Americai  and  Foreign  Eorop^,  9a  ^p  »?9rfg6  of  ^3f,  lf«#%  flfc 
from  1802-3  to  1807-9i  both  inclusiye. 


ij  ,...} 


London: 

By  the  East  India  Company    •    - 

By  Commanders  and  OflBcers  of 

the  Company's  Ships      •    -    - 

By  British  Private  Traders      •    • 

Americans    --•••••- 

Foreign  Europeans      •    •    •    .    . 

Total    average   Imports  and  7 
Ezporu      ....    ^.3 


ANIftJAL  Avvnie  of  ^  mporn  iato  IVUA. 

■  "v 


^.  SttfllBf* 

821,188 

29,959 
194,576 
757,277 
341,840 


2,146,849 


024,583 

440,000 
305,496 
111,275 
178,826 


1,960,180 


1,147,771 

460,950 
500fi/l2 
868,552 
520,675 


4,107|029 


1,M|«46I 
SSStMT 


IKXV54T 
400,102 


3,888,445 


The  proportions  of  which  are : 

Exported  to  England    -    -    •  .^,  or  upwards  of  Ithi. 

D®    -    •    to  America       •    -  -^^  or  less  than  Ithf. 

D*    •    -    to  Foreign  Europe  /^,  or  less  than  |tlia. 


The  exports  of  individaals  from  Britain  are : 

Bullion 
Goods 


The  imports  of  ditto  into  Britain 


-     -     -     104^70 
-     -     -    -    305,496     X. 

O44l,0a< 


Difierence,  per  annua,    •    -     m^ttl 

being  not  ft  trade  hot  a  remittano^,  deducUog  the  amount  of  the  pi^t  oil  wcpMtk  ' 

l^rors  excepted, 
EoihMia  Hom»  ^h  M^rck  1812.  (Signed)        BpimT  Wl«H|nk 


C. 

Outlay,  Commercial  and  Territorial,  of  the  East-India  Company  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
made  up,  in  respect  to  the  Indian  Accounts,  to  the  30th  April  18|0y  tlie  HqpBe 
Accounts  to  the  1st  March  1811. 


COMMBRCIAL  OUTLAT. 

No.  I.  £. 

Cash      -• 460,738 

Value  of  goods  sold  and  unsold        •     .     •     .     •  5,053,417 

Value  of  goods  afloat        -- 3,379,389 

House  and  warehouses  ..--••.-  1,207,090 
Balance  of  property  at  China  and  Cape  of  Grood 

Hope 1,240,652 

Cash,  goods,  and  debts,  commercial  department 

India 3,071,637        £. 

14,412,025 

Balance  of  property  at  Bencoolen  and  St.  Helena  :  the  Outlay 
at  these  places  being  of  an  anomalous  nature,  it  is  stated 
separately 434,755 


£. 


Total  Commercial  Outlay    •    -    -     I^MIJHM 


HXfJ  East  India  Compmy*  OarUr.  AKstl^'f^i.' 

Brought  forward  (Commercial  Outlay)     -    ^.U,B47,678 
1^     jj  Tekultobial  Outlay,  India)    via. 

Cash  in  the  several  departments,  SOih  April  1810:        cf- 
Bengal,  S.  R.  *,1 1,38,439,  at  2j.  per  C.  R.         -     4,772,05! 
Madra»,P»g«.  1,16,24,307,  at  8».      -     -     -     .     4,649,723 
Bombay,  B.  R.  53,56,932,  at  2j.  Sd        -     -     -        602,H79        £. 

: 10,024,660 

Debts  owing  to  the  Company  : 

Bengal,     S.     K.      1,33,49,444,     at     2f.      per 

C.  R.       .-.-...     ^.1,543,535 

Madru,    P^.    94,93,034,    at  St.     3,797,214 

Bombay,  B.  R.  54,01,9 17,  at  2t.  3d.       607,7 16 

■  5,953,4fli 

Stores,  &c. : 

Bengal,  S.    R.    97,S2,1I4,   at   3t.        £. 

perC.  R. 1,134,725 

Madras,    Pass.    33,16,927,    at    Ss.     1.326,771 
Bombay,  B.  R.  3ti,3l,oa3,  at  iU.  Ad.        430,997 

2,892,493 

»,8*5,95B 

Balance  of  property  at  Prince  of  Wales's  Island        ....    Z24,40(i 

Indian  Territorial  Outlay         ,£.19,095,024 

Debt  due  from   GoveritttienI,   the  balance  of  £. 

theoriginaldeblof  4,200,000/.       ....     J,207,6fl0 
Debt  due  from  Government,  the  balance  of  the 

accountfor  troops,  stores,  supplieii,  &c.         -         960,000 
Advances  to  strreral  persons  in  India  to  be  reptld  1 9,€95 

-  2,187,255 

Total  Territorial  Ooilay .^ 2l,282;fl?> 

No.  III.  36,129,S57 

The  expenditure  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  Acquisition  of  territory,  &c. 

being  tfae  balance  of  the  slock  account,  JatMarch  1811     -     ■     -     -     15,052,170 

Siim  total  of  Capital  necessary  to  carry  on  the  concern     -     -     -     •    ^,51,182,127 
Ne.  IV.  — ^ 

The  capital  advanced   by  ihe  Adventurers       ...     -    ^.7,780,000 
The  capital  raised  by  bond         ........  7,000,000 

14,780,000 

Other  capital,  being  a  floating  debt  generally  due  on  various 
accounts :  J!. 

Borrowrti  of  the  Bank -       700,000 

Eftimated  conimerctal  floating  drafts    .     -       600,000 
Stmdry    suma    owing     to    individuals    in 

England 2,155,922 

9.455,922 

Debts,  deposits,  arrears  of  interest,  and  allow. 

ancesand  loans,  not  bearing  interest:  X. 

Bengal         2,843,134 

Madras         1, 01 7,23» 

Bombay 408.792 

4,209,16* 

Debts  in  IndJa.  commercial 62  867 

7,787,95S 

Total  of  Capiwi,  wiAout  the  Bond-debt  of  ImJia    «    j    -    -    -    -    A23,OT7,9M 
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Pifen  TtUnmg  ioikt  |> 

Brought  oyer  (Capiul)    •    £.22^561  JU$ 
Wo.  V. 

Difference^  being  the  balance  necessary  to  remain  in  permanent  loam;* 

for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  concern       .....-•    28,014^174 


Eoit-India  Haiue,  4ih  March  1812. 


Errors  excepted, 
(Signed) 


•&5M8£,lfi7 


Charles  Cartwkiobt,      * 
Accountant  Genend. 


D. 

Statement  of  the  Contributions  from  the  East  India  Company  to  the  Public^  firooa  IIm 

Year  1768  to  the  Year  1812.  .     . 

Paid  from  1768  to  1775,  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  concerning  the         ^. 

territorial  possessions,  (7  Geo.  III.  cap.  57,  and  9  Geo.  III.  cap.  24<)    •••     9jl69«S09 
Paid  from  1769  to  1773,  for  indemnity  on  tea  -     .......*.    4Mj05O 

Paid  in  1779,  bounty  for  seamen  raised  for  the  service  of  Government  •  .1^091 
Paid  in  1780  and  1781,  three  ships  of  the  line  presented  to  Government    -  05,S49 

Paid  in  1781  and  1787,  per  agreement  for  a  new  Charter  in  1781  -  -  -  40(VUOD 
Paid  in  1789  and  1790,  for  victualling  the  navy,  and  charges  of  Hit  Mb* 

jesty's  troops  in  India  ---------------•,       500j000 

Claim  of  the  Company  for  subsistence  of  French  prisoners  of  war,  and  other 

expences  incurred  by  the  Company  on  account  of  Government*  written 

off'in  1793  per  Act  of  32(  Geo.  III.  cap.  52,  sec.  127 443«ll3d 

Paid  in  1793  and  1794,  for  participation,  pursuant  to  the  Charier  Act  of 

1793 SOOLOOO 

Paid  in  1795  and  1796,  expence  of  3,000  seamen  raised  for  the  service  of 

Government       ----.,-------.----  57j000 

Paid  in  1803  and  1804,  armed  ships,  hired  for  the  service  of  Gcvernment, 

and  employed  in  defence  of  the  country      .-....--.  07,390 

Loss  from  1793  to  1811,  by  saltpetre  supplied  to  Government  at  less  than 

prime  cost,  as  per  obligation  of  the  Charter       ..-•....       40i5a006 

£J^AS5fil9 

Errors  excepted,     « 

(Signed)  Charles  CARTwrniCRT. 

East  India  House,  4ih  March,  1812.  Accountant  Geneid» 

.-.....-.  ■'•■'■ 

E. 

Am  Account  of  the  Duties  of  Customs  and  Excise  received  on  Goods  impofled  tni 
exported  by  the  East  India  Company,  in  the  year  ending  January  ISf  1« 

Customs  on  Tea X2 19,323 

-     -      .      other  Goods     -     -     '-  498,901 

Export  Duty 17,653 

Tonnage  Duty 23,719 

i 

Total  Customs 750,595 

Excise -...    3,453,830 

Total  Customs  and  Excise    ^^•4,2 1 3,425 

Errors  excepted, 

(Signed)    Charles  Cartwiiobt, 
Eau  India  Haiue,  44h  March,  1^12%  AceouOuiU 
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East  India  Company's  Charter. 


April  H,  1812. 
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Minute  of  a  Meeting  of  the  Deputation^ 
the  3d  of  March,  1812. 

The  Deputation  appointed  by  the  Court 
to  confer  with  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India 
assembled  this  day,  in  consequence  of  their 
appointment  of  the  2d  instant.  The 
Chairman  laid  before  the  Deputation,  Mi- 
nutes of  a  conference  which  the  Chairs  had 
with  lord  Melville,  on  the  2()ih  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  also  with  his  Lordship,  Mr. 
Perceval,  and  Mr.  Long,  on  the  24th  Fe- 
bruary ;  likewise  several  acccounts,  shew- 
ing the  present  and  prospective  situation 
of  the  Company's  pecuniary  affairs.  The 
Chairman  then  suggested  certain  proposi- 
tions, as  Hints,  to  be  submitted  to  lord 
Melville,  which  after  full  deliberation  the 
Deputation  resolved  to  adopt,  and  to  wait 
upon  his  Lordship  to-morrow,  at  half  past 
ten,  fur  the  purpose  of  offering  them  to  bis 
consideration. 

At  a  Secret  Coort  of  Directors, 
heid  on  Friday,  the  6lh  of  March, 

1812. 

The  Chairman  acquainted  the  Court, 
that  the  Deputation  appointed  the  2d  in- 
stant iiad  waited  on  lord  Melville,  with  a 
paper  containing  Hints  for  his  Lordship's 
consideration,  which  had  been  approved 
by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 
The  Chairman  gave  some  general  expla- 
nations, as  lo  what  passed  at  the  confer-' 
ence  ;  and  added,  that  lord  Melville's 
opinion,  on  the  various  propositions  sub- 
mitted to  him  by  the  Deputation,  would 
be  stated  by  his  Lordship  in  writing,  and 
should  be  communicated  to  the  Court  as 
early  us  possible. 

Hints  approved  by  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  and  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Melville;  noticed  in  the  pre- 
ceding Minute. 

That  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  shall 
proceed  upon  the  basis  of  the  Act  of 
1793,  and  that  no  greater  extension  of  the 
trade  shall  be  granted  than  what  was  al- 
lowed by  that  Act;  but  the  Deputation 
are  ready  to  recommend  to  the  Court  of 
Directors,  and  ultimately  to  the  Court  of 
Proprietors,  to  admit  such  modifications  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  give  greater 
facilities  to  the  private  trader. 

1st.  No  British  or  Indian  ship  to  sail, 
directly  or  circuitously,  from  a  British 
port  in  Europe  to  China, 


2d.  No  British  subject  to  be  permitted 
to  reside  in  China,  without  the  Company's 
licence. 

3d.  No  goods,  the  growth  or  produce 
of  China,  to  be  imported  into  an}'  of  the 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  except  by 
the  East  India  Company. 

4th.  The  power  of  levying  duties  in 
India  upon  British  subjects,  and  the  sub- 
jects of  foreign  nations,  to  be  continued  to 
the  Company;  upon  the  footing  on  which 
it  at  present  exists ;  and  the  same  power« 
with  respect  to  British  subjects,  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  districts  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  courts  of  Calcutta,  Madras^ 
Bombay,  and  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

5tb.  Saltpetre  to  be  considered  as  a  po- 
litical article,  and  to  be  confined  exclu- 
sively to  the  Company. 

6ih.  The  whole  of  the  Indian  trade  to  be 
brought  to  the  port  of  London,  and  the 
goods  sold  at  the  Company's  sales,  and  to 
be,  as. at  present,  under  the  Company's 
management. 

7  th.  The  three  per  cent  now  paid  to 
the  Company  by  the  private  traders,  for 
the  warehousing  and  management  of  the 
private  trade,  to  be  increased  to  five  per 
cent. 

8tb.  No  private  ship  to  be  permitted 
to  sail  for  India,  except  from  the  port  of 
London. 

yth.  No  ship  to  be  permitted  to  sail* 
except  under  a  licence  from  the  East 
India  Company.  Ships  obtaining  this  li- 
cence, to  deliver  one  copy  of  their  journals 
at  the  East  India  House  ;  and  the  licence 
to  contain  such  clauses,  as  may  be  likely 
to  prevent  an  unlimited  or  improper  inter- 
course of  individuals  with  India. 

lOth.  Fire-arms,  military  and  naval 
stores,  to  be  prohibited  articles. 

11th.  Existing  restrictions4with  respect 
to  the  article  of  piece  goods,  to  be  con^ 
tinned. 

12th.  It  being  desirable,  as  well  for  the 
public  as  for  the  Company,  that  the  qua- 
lity of  the  silk  grown  in  India  should^  not 
be  deteriorated,  it  is  submitted  that  this 
article  be  confined  to  the  Company. 

13  th.  The  ships  of  private  persons  to  be 
subject  to  the  same  regulations,  in  respect 
to  convoys,  &c.  as  those  belonging  to  the 
Company. 

14th.  No  private  ship  to  be  permitted  to 
sail,  either  from  Great  Britain  to  India, 
or  from  India  to  Great  Britain,  of  a  less 
burthen  than  four  hundred  tons. 

15th.  The  Company  to  be  subject  to  no 
obligation  with  respect  to  Exports  to  In* 
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dia,  except  in  common  with  the  prirate 
traders. 

16th.  The  Lascars  and  Chinese  tailors 
brought  home  in  private  ships,  to  be 
placed  under  proper  regulations.  Not» 
upon  any  account,  to  be  suffered  to  wan. 
der  about  the  streets  of  London.  Good 
treatment  to  be  secured  to  them,  and  the 
Company  to  be  enabled,  by  some  sum- 
mary process,  to  recover  the  ezpences  to 
which  they  shall  be  subjected,  in  the 
€vent  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  owners 
of  such  ships  in  these  respects. 

17th.  The  Company  to  be  indemnified 
ibr  their  unexpired  engagements  for  extra 
shipping,  provided  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  private  traders. 

18th.  An  unrestrained  intercourse  with 
India  to  be  prevented,  and  the  exi;iting  re- 
strictions, with  respect  to  residence  in  In- 
dia, to  be  continued. 

19th.  The  number  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
in  India  to  be  in  future  maintained  by  the 
East  India  Company  to  be  now  fixed,  and 
any  troops  sent  beyond  that  number  (ex- 
cept at  the  express  requisition  of  the  East 
India  Company)  to  be  at  the  charge  of 
the  Puhlic. 

2()th.  The  Company  to  be  released  from 
any  future  account  with  the  Pay  Office, 
and  to  be  henceforward  charged,  either  so 
much  per  regiment  of  a  given  force,  or  so 
much  per  man. 

2 1st.  The  present  heavy  current  and 
postponed  demands  of  the  Pay  Office 
against  the  Company  to  be  arranged  upon 
some  footing  of  general  equity,  and  some 
advertence  in  settling  this  account  made 
to  the  share  which  the  Company  have 
been  obliged  to  bear  in  foreign  cap- 
tures not  retained  by  them,  and  to  their 
having  been  constrained  to  maintain  an 
European  and  native  force,  larger  than 
what  was  required  for  the  defence  of  the 
Peninsula,  and  other  heavy  expences. 

22d.  The  Proprietors  to  be  secured,  as 
at  present,  in  the  receipt  of  their  dividend 
of  ten  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  faith 
of  which  dividend  the  capital  in  1793  was 
raised. 

23d.  The  whole  of  the  surplus  of  the 
East  India  Company  to  be  appropriated  to 
a  diminution  of  their  debts  until  their 
debts  be  reduced  to  the  sum  often  millions 
sterling. 

24th.  The  suras  required  by  the  East 
India  Company  to  liquidate  the  debt  trans- 
ferred from  India  to  Europe,  and  becoming 
gay  able  in  1812  and  1813,  to  be  funded 
y  the  Minister,  th^  interest  of  wMeh 
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shall  be  regularly  paid  into  His  Mueatv's 
Exchequer  by  the  Company,  togetftei^  witl 
any  such  per  centage,  for  the  gradanl  II* 
quidation  of  the  capitid  or  r«deal|ktMRii  of 
the  fund,  as  shall  be  deemed  pnip«r  by 
His  Majesty's  Ministers. 

The  twenty-fifth  article  did  ittrt  fbm  « 
part  of  the  propositions  sobmitted  loletd 
Melville,  but  is  now  introdeoed  by  iki 
Committee  of  Correspondence^  mmI  b  m 
folllows;  viz. 

25th.  That,  in  order  to  give  Ibe  nfiiif 
possible  extension  to  the  coBunerce  ef 
private  merchants,  and  at  the  tame  tint  l» 
secure  the  Company's  ezclosi?«  trade  M 
and '  from  China,  priTsAe  ahipn  be  Mi 
permitted  to  go  farther  eastirsffd  ihM 
Point  Romania,  at  the  entrance  of  IM 
China  Seas,  and  to  the  norUnsnud*  asi 
beyond  the  equinoctial  line. 

N.  B.  Should  it  be  the  bleniloD  ef  Om 
vernment  that  private  traders  shall  bi  en* 
eluded  from  the  Spice  Islands,  the  Hsiiii 
ought  then  to  be  for  ihem  not  to  go  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Straits  of  Bally,  nor  fo  the 
northward  of  the  Line. 


At  a  Secbet  Committee  of 

dence,  the  18th  March  1812. 

The  Chairman  acqeainted  the 
mittee,  that  the  Deputy  and  bfaiuelf 
yesterday  waited  on  Lord  MelriHi,- 
that  his  Lordship  had  ippehitied 
row,  at  one  o'clock,  for  a  confereoM  wtt 
the  Members  of  the  Depotatfon. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  reeeoUAeei 
to  the  Court  to-day,  ttafat  the  Qoeneilf 
General  Court,  to  be  held  on  WedMsiayf 
the  25th  instant,  be  made  special^  fb#  tM 
purpose  of  laying  before  the  PiropvieiM 
the  Communications  which  here  labM 
place  between  His  Majesty's  Govefweeet 
and  the  Court  of  Directors,  respectuag  the 
renewal  of  the  Company's  Charter. 
It  was  also 

Resolved,  That  the  I^apers  conteuiiiig 
the  said  communications  be  printed  far 
the  information  of  the  FiropneCo#i^  end 
under  the  superinterideeee  of  she  AedMM 
Secretary. 

Draft  of  a  Letter  to  Lord  MeMlle,  telM 
signed  by  the  Members  otf  the 
tion,  requesting  that  a  longer  terer 
that  which  was  fixed  in  1793/  mwf  M 
granted  for  the  renewal  of  the  CoiejiiiiMiy^e 
exclusive  privileges^  was  reed  eM  ip 
proved. 

The  Chairman  calling  thtf  dlCenfeiM  d 
the  ComdHttee  to  the  correip«WdMldl 
which  bad  passed  befVfMfit.  UM  IhMil^ 
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reagb  and  the  Cbaira  at  a  former  period, 
as  tu  relieTin^  the  Proprieton  of  Eut- 
India  Stock  from  tbe  payroent  of  the 
Income-tax  on  iheir  divideDds, 

The  same  mas  read ;  viz. 
Letters  from  the  Chairs  to  Lord  Castle- 

reagh,  dated  the  2d  December   13U:i 

and  Tth July  IHOt^  and 
Letters  From  his  Lordship  to  the  Chairs, 

dated  20ih  December  ItiOS  and  12th 

September  ISOi. 
Draft  of  a  letter  to  be  iigned  by  the 
Deputation  and  addressed  to  Lord  Melville 
upon  that  subject ;  and  also  submitting  to 
his  Lordship's  consideration,  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  that  the  additional 
dividend  of  ten  shillings  per  cent,  paid  on 
the  Company's  stock  under  the  Act  of  the 
33d  of  His  present  Majesty,  cap.  52,  sec- 
ri4-,  maybe  paid  outof  the  genera!  pro&is 
of  the  Company. 

Co&REBFONBEHCB  with  the  ttigbt  Hon. 
Lord  Viscount  Cattlereaghi  noticed 
in  the  preceding  Miniil«> 
Letter  from  the  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman lo  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vis- 
count Castlereagh. 

Eaat-India  Hoiue.  Dn.  Qd,  Ii03. 

My  Lord ;  We  have  waited  until  we  bad 
obtained  a  distinct  legal  opinion  from  tlic- 
Conipany's  law  adviser,  with  respect  to  the 
power  possessed  by  the  Company  of  pay- 
ing the  Property-tax  out  of  the  profits  of 
the  Company,  previous  to  the  declaration 
of  a  dividend  to  the  Proprietors  of  Kaet- 
IndJa  Stock. 

But  that  opinion  having  been  lately  re- 
turned to  us  in  a  shape  onfavooTable  to 
our  hopes  and  expectations,  we  have  re- 
ceived tha  injunctions  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  submit  thii  opinion  to  your 
Lordship's  consideration,  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  expves.1  their  hopes,  that  your 
Lordship  and  the  rest  of  His  Majesty's 
Miiiislers  will  think  it  just  and  advisable. 
that  the  power  to  which  we  have  above 
referred  should  be  granted  to  the  Com- 
pany by  some  legislative  provision. 

Upon  this  occasion  we  have  to  observe 
10  your  Lordship,  that  as  the  law  at  pre- 
sent stands,  the  Company  are  obligea  to 
deduct  the  full  amount  uf  the  lax  in  ques- 
tion from  all  the  dividends  payable  to 
foreigners  or  other  persons,  however  smell 
the  amount  of  their  capital  stock  may  be  ; 
although  it  is  fairly  questionable,  how  far 
the  former  is  legally  chargeable  to  this 
tax,  in  respect  to  those  profiti  ^at  may  be 
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premmed  to  arise  from  the  Company's  fo* 
reign  possenioiu,  and  whether  the  latter, 
insomeca)es,maynotbe  entitled  toapar> 
tial,  and  in  others  to  an  entire  return  of  tba 
tax  so  retained,  in  respect  of  the  smallness 
of  the  proprietors'  incomes.  We  must 
also  submit,  that  as  the  greater  part  of  the 
other  public  companies  possess  the  power, 
and,  as  we  understand,  are  dispased  to 
exercise  the  means  of  discharging  this  tax 
out  of  their  surplus  profits,  it  must  appear 
doubly  irksome  to  the  Proprietors  of  liast* 
India  Stock  to  seem  an  almost  solitary  ni' 
ceptioD  to  this  general  practice,  particu- 
larly when  ihey  advert  to  the  disposition 
which  has,  at  all  times,  been  evinced  by 
them,  cheerfully  and  voluntarily;  tacom« 
forward  for  the  service  of  the  Slate,  even 
when  their  own  immediate  interests  have 
thereby  been  placed  at  stake. 

We  feel  the  more  freedom  in  pressing 
this  point,  because  we,  in  common  with 
your  Lordship,  have  entertained  an  ex- 
pectation, that  the  Public  (after  a  war 
which  has  existed  almost  since  the  last 
renewal  of  the  Company's  exclusive  trade) 
CTOulA  have  been  placed  in  possession  of 
the  share  of  the  Company's  profiip,  so- 
cured  to  them  by  the  Act  of  1793,  if  th* 
enormous  taxes  which  (he  Hccesrittesof 
the  Stale  have  rendered  it  necessary  to 
impose  upon  teas  and  the  other  articles  of 
the  Company's  Trade,  and  the  inevitabta 
expences  of  another  war,  had  not  placed 
a  bar  to  those  expectations,  which  w« 
think  might  otherwise  reasonably  havA 
been  formed. 

We  therefore  venture  to  express  a  san- 
guine hope,  that  under  a  proper  con- 
sideration of  all  the  circumstances  of  tba 
present  caso,  under  a  review  of  the  very 
large  sums  annually  paid  to  Government 
out  of  the  Company's  trade,  amounting  to 
not  lea*  than  3,200,OOUf„  as  appears  by 
the  enclosed  account,  and  which,  in  fact, 
ought  in  part  to  be  considered  as  an  anti- 
cipated partition  of  the  Public  out  of  ihs 
Inidian  revenues,  since  nothing  short  of  t 
surplus  in  India  would,  we  conceive,  have 
enabled  the  Company  to  support  them  to 
the  extent  they  are  now  imposed  ; — that, 
under  a  due  attention  to  the  henefits  which 
even  the  Pablic  themselves  (when  we  ad- 
vert to  tbeir  interest  in  the  ultimate  pro»- 
perily  of  the  Company)  may  derive  from 
an  increased  value  to  the  price  of  th« 
Company's  stock,  which  may  be  afRxed 
by  such  a  measure,  in  case  a  commerce, 
extended  beyond  its  present  amount  {an 
event  not  at  all  improbable),  should  here* 
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after  demand  additional  fandt  to  carry 
that  commerce  on;— and,  finally,  that 
under  a  consideration  of  what  is  due  to 
the  known  and  experienced  liberality  of 
the  Company's  efForts  in  the  public  service, 
your  Lordship's  interference,  with  the  rest 
of  His  Majesty's  Ministers^  will  be  given, 
to  assist  what,  we  hope,  may  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  the  neither  unjust  or  the 
unreasonable  pretensions  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  in  behalf  of  the  Body  they  re- 
present  upon  the  present  occasion. 

We  ha?e  the  honour  to  be.  My  Lord, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Jacob  Bosanquet, 
John  Roberts. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Viscount  Castlereagh,  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Deputy  Chairman. 

Whitihall,  '20lh  December  1803. 

Gentlemen ;  I  have  to  acknowledge  the 
bonour  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  which  I  have  had  aVery  full 
and  deliberate  discussion  with  Mr.  Ad- 
dington. 

We  should  both  feel  anxiously  disposed 
to  lend  our  aid  to  the  accomplishment  of 
any  measure  which  had  a  tendency  to  ac- 
commodate the  holders  of  East-India 
Stock,  but  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  case,  regard  being  had  to  the 
existing  appropriations  under  the  Act  of 
1793,  the  degree  in  which  the  funds  at 
home  and  abroad  may  be  affected  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  present  year, 
and  the  difBculty  that  must  necessarily 
attach  to  the  proposition,  whether  it  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  relieving  from 
the  tax  a  particular  description  of  income 
arising  from  property,  by  throwing  the 
tame  on  other  funds,  or  in  that  of  a  tem- 
porary and  special  increase  of  dividend  to 
the  Proprietors,  we  do  not  feel  ourselves 
warranted  in  advising  the  Court  to  submit 
a  Bill  for  this  purpose  to  Parliament. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  re- 
lief sought  by  the  measure  is  not  of  that 
magnitude,  wnich  should  induce  the  Com- 
pany to  solicit  this  indulgence  from  Par- 
liament, under  the  difficulties  above  stated; 
nor  are  we  persuaded  if,  in  point  of  fact, 
other  corporate  bodies  have  so  relieved 
themselves  from  the  tax,  that  the  proceed- 
ing, on  their  part,  however  warranted  by 
law,  affords  a  precedent,  which,  in  prin- 
ciple, the  East-India  Company,  with  an 
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enlarged'Yiew  to  their  own  interett^ihoaM 
be  lolicitous  to  follow. 

I  have  the  hooour  to  be«  &c. 

Castlbbmaob. 
The  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  East^ 
India  Company. 

Letter  from  the  ChairmaA  and  De* 

Euty  Chairman  to  the  Right  Hon. 
ord  Visconnt  Castlereagh. 

Etui' India  House,  the  7lA  Jmfy,  1804w 
My  Lord ;  It  is  in  conaeqaeDce  of  the 
instructions  of  a  General  Court  oif  Pre- 
prictors  which  lately  assembled,  to  tain 
into  consideration  the  tax  levied*  hi  Tiitoe 
of  the  4'3d  of  the  King,  on  the  divideodi 
payable  on  East-India  Stock,  that  we  now 
take  the  liberty  to  address  year  Xiordslup 
again  on  that  subject. 

Notwithstanding  the  answer  retorned 
by  your  Lordship  to  the  application  which 
our  predecessors  in  office  made  to  yoo^ 
under  date  the  2d  December  last,  for  the 
aid  of  His  Majesty's  Ministert«  in  order  to 
relieve  the  holders  of  the  Cooipafiy's 
Stock  from  the  payment  of  the  Fropertj* 
tax  out  of  their  dividends,  the  Proprietors 
still  think,  that  whether  regard  be  had  to 
the  design  and  spirit  of  the  Act  of  1795,  to 
the  general  state  and  circamstancet  iof  the 
Company,  or  to  the  pecoliar  litaation  of 
the  Stockholders,  they  are  aggrieved  by 
the  operation  given,  in  their  case,  to  Iht 
Act  imposing  a  tax  on  property. 

It  was  after  a  full  consideratioo  and  ed> 
justment  of  the  interests  of  all  parties,  ths 
Public,  the  Company,  and  mdividaahb 
that  on  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  the  di- 
vidend of  the  Stockholders  was  ixed  at  ton 
and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum.  Thfl 
law  then  made,  in  allowing  it  to  rise  to 
that  rate,  forbad  it  to  go  higher ;  and  ths 
reduction  of  it  below  that  rate  was  Uh  to 
the  discretion  of  the  proprietors  themselfesi 
This  was,  therefore,  understood  to  be  tho 
fixed  certain  income  assigned  to  the  men* 
bers  of  the  company,  out  of  all  its  fQBd% 
territorial  and  commercial.  And  benc^ 
we  think,  it  may  fairly  be  argued,  thM 
such  a  deliberate  formal  settlement  can* 
not  justly  be  disturbed,  but  by  a  proceed- 
ing equally  direct  and  appropriate;  and 
that  no  mere  measure  of  taxation,  haviog 
only  a  seneral  aim,  without  any  cogni- 
zance of  the  peculiar  circumstancea  undsr 
which  this  arrangement  was  conchMledt 
ought  to  defeat  it,  because  if  the  contrary 
principle  be  once  admitted,  whilst  the  pab- 
lie  is  still  immensely  be  lefited  by  ladiiB 
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revenue  and  trade,  and  all  the  other 
classes  of  subjects  connected  with  them 
continue  to  derive  the  advantages  provided 
for  them,  the  Proprietors  of  that  Stock, 
which  has  been  the  foundation  and  sup* 
port  of  the  whole,  may  absolutely  be  di- 
vested of  all  the  dividend  they  were  to 
receive  from  it.  We  think,  therefore,  it 
may  be  contended,  that  conformably  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  1793,  the  Proper- 
ty-tax should  not  operate  upon  the  divi- 
dend, but  be  a  charge  upon  the  general 
funds  of  the  Company. 

This  win  appear  more  reasonable,  if  it 
be  considered  that  very  many  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  India  Stock,  who  have  held  that 
Stock  long,  receive  no  more  on  the  cost  of 
it  than  the  common  interest  of  money, 
namely  five  per  cent,  whilst  their  proper- 
ty is  exposed  to  the  influence  of  all  the 
adverse  contingencies  to  which  the  Com- 
pany's affairs  are  liable;  and  whilst  the 
Company,  that  is  to  say,  those^ Proprietors 
in  thciK  collective  capacity,  serve  as  the 
channel,  or  medium,  by  which  immense 
advaniagps  are  diffused  through  the  na- 
tion, in  its  commerce,  its  revenues,  and 
the  wealth  of  all  the  successive  races  of 
British  sut^jects,  employed  in  or  connected 
with  their  territories  and  affairs.  These 
just  observations  acquire  now  a  peculiar 
force,  when,  in  duties  and  customs  alone, 
the  Eastern  commerce  pays  to  the  State 
5,226,000/.  per  annum,  and  when  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  Company,  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  are  diminished  near  a  million 
sterling,  in  consequence  of  the  new  and 
excessive  duties  imposed  on  their  trade. 

We  are  unwilling  to  urge  the  liberality 
which  the  Company  has  on  all  occasions 
manifested,  to  aid,  according  to  its  means, 
the  exertions  of  the  State ;  but  the  duty 
imposed  on  us  by  our  Constituents,  re- 
quires that  liberality  should  be  noticed  on 
the  present  occasion.  By  subscribing  for 
two  millions  of  the  Loyalty  Loan  in  1797, 
the  Company  lost  the  sum  of  206,000/. 
The  three  complete  and  effective  regi- 
ments of  volunteers,  which  they  have 
maintained  for  a  number  of  years  past, 
have  cost  them  very  large  sums  ;  and  the 
last  aid  given  by  them  in  shipping,  on  the 
particular  suggestion  oT  government,  is  a 
new  instance  of  the  promptitude  and  ala- 
crity with  which  they  devote  their  funds 
to  the  support  of  the  public  interest. 

After  all  these  contributions,  it  has  ap- 
peared ungracious  to  the  Proprietors,  that 
whilst  other  public  bodies,  which  bad  not 
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given  so  largely  to  the  wants  of  the  State, 
were  allowed  to  defray  the  Property-tax 
out  of  their  general  funds,  the  Proprietors 
of  East -India  Stock  were  required  to 
charge  the  modicum  they  received  for 
the  use  of  their  own  money,  and  for  Mng 
the  agents  in  such  vast  concerns,  with  ^ 
tax,  hard  upon  them,  though  unimportant 
in  its  amount  to  the  public,  and  fromi 
which,  they  conceive,  the  act  of  1793 
ought  to  protect  the  dividend  then  accord« 
ed  to  them. 

When  our  predecessors  in  office  men* 
tioned  a  reference  to  parliainent,  they  pro* 
bably  had  no  more  in  view  than  some 
supposed  necessity  of  a  modification  of 
the  Property-tax ;  but  we  humbly  appre- 
hend that,  m  order  to  exonerate  the  Pro- 
prietors, individually,  from  the  payment 
of  the  tax,  no  such  reference  is  necessary^ 
since  for  engaging  in  the  Loyalty  Loan^ 
for  forming  the  three  regiments  of'^  volun- 
teers, and  for  the  late  aid  of  shipping,  it 
was  thought  sufficient  that  his  majesty'^ 
ministers  should  consent  to  the  defray  m^p 
of  the  charges  arising  from  these  mea- 
sures, out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

Wishing  to  state  nothing  upon,  this  sub- 
ject, but  what  appears  to  us  naturally  to 
'grow  out  of  it,  we  shall  only  add,  that  the 
effect  of  the  imposed  tax  upon  the  value  of 
the  Company's  Stock  must  be  very  obvi- 
ous, since  the  dividend  receivable  upon 
any  public  fund  is,  in  fact,  the  measure  of 
its  value  in  the  market,  and  every  reduc- 
tion, by  whatever  means,  effected  in  the 
produce  of  iny  stock,  is  in  reality  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  worth  of  the  capital ;  and  ac* 
cordingly  we  find  that  the  Stock  of  the  In- 
dia Company,  compared  with  that  of  the 
Bank,  sells  at  a  price  disproportionably 
low. 

Upon  all  these  ffroandf,  with  those 
which  have  been  before  urged,  we  cannot 
but  request  and  hope^  that  as  the  determi- 
nation of  the  point  which  our  constituents, 
not  from  interest  only,  but  from  various 
other  motives,  have  so  much  at  heart, 
seems  not  to  depend  upon  any  revisionary 
proceeding  of  parliament  (which  however 
if  necessary,  we  should  still  urgently  de- 
sire), but  upon  the  acquiescence  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  we  cannot  but  earnestly 
request  and  hope,  that  it  will  seem  expe- 
dient to  your  Lordship  to  add  your  own  re- 
commendation to  this  representation,  and 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  sub- 
mit both  to  the  Chancellor  of  his  majesty's 
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The  additional  stock  has  not  been 
raised,  and  the  separate  fund  has  been 
found  adequate  to  the  payment  of  the  di- 
vidend of  ten  shillings  per  cent,  upon  the 
existing  capital  hitherto,  and  will  conti- 
nue to  be  so  until  the  year  1819,  when  it 
will  be  nearly  exhausted. 

As  the  Proprietors  have  derived  from 
the  dividends  little  more 'than  five  per 
cent,  on  the  capital,  it  appears  to  us  that, 
on  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  privi- 
leges, they  may  entertain  a  reasonable 
expectation  of  continuing  to  receive  this 
addition  of  ten  shillings  to  the  usual  divi- 
dend of  10/.  per  cent.  ;  and  as  the  sepa- 
rate fund  will  not,  as  stated  above,  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  purpose,  during  any  proba* 
ble  term,  for  which  the  renewal  may  be 
granted,  we  take  the  liberty  of  submitting 
to  your  Lo  dship's  consideration  the  cz« 
pediency  of  providing  for  the  additional 
dividend,  out  of  the  general  profits  of  the 
Company* 

The  other  point  to  which  we  request 
your  Lordship's  attention  is,  the  payment 
of  the  Property-duty  on  the  dividends. 
The  Court  of  Directors  and  the  Proprietor 
have  always  considered  it  a  hardship,  that 
this  duty  was  not  allowed  to  be  paio  from 
the  profits  of  the  Company  ;  we  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  copies  of  letters  on  this 
subject,  which  were  addressed  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  in  1 803  and  1 804,  and  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  arguments  they 
contain  will  induce  your  Lordship,  when 
the  question  of  renewing  the  privileges  of 
the  Company  is  under  discussion,  to  re- 
commend that  authority  may  be  given  to 
make  the  Property-duty  on  the  dividends 
a  charge  on  the  general  profits  of  the 
Company. 

As  the  profits  of  the  Company  were 
specifically  appropriated  by  the  Act  of 
1793,  some  difficulty  may  possibly,  from 
that  circumstance,  have  occurred  in  con- 
ceding this  point;  but  as,  in  any  new  ar- 
rangement, the  subject  of  appropriation 
will  necessarily  undergo  considerable  mo- 
dification, we  should  hope  that  the  objec- 
tion formerly  urged  may  easily  be  ob- 
viated. 

If  it  should  be  finally  determined,  that 
the  surrender  of  any  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Com- 
pany is  to  be  made,  it  appears  to  be  the 
more  necessary,  that  some  boon  should  be 
held  out  to  the  Proprietors  in  alleviation 
of  the  sacrifices  to  which  their  consent 
may  be  required ;  we  hope,  therefore,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  indulge  a  confident 
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Excjiequer.    We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.        (Signed)        W.  F.  Elphinstone, 

Charles  Grant. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the 
Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman. 

India  Board,  1 2th  Sept.  1 804. 

Gentlemen;    In  compliance  with  the 

desire  of  the  Court  of  Proprietor!,  as  ex- 

Fressed  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  July  last, 
have  reconsidered,  with  the  most  earnest 
disposition  at  all  times  to  promote  their 
wishes,  the  opinion  which  I  before  pre- 
sumed to  express,  on  the  propriety  of  their 
dividends  being  discharged  from  any  de- 
duction on  account  of  the  late  tax  upon 
property,  by  causing  the  same  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  Company, 
and  I  have  ^Iso  communicated  with  Mr. 
Pitt  on  this  subject. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  ingenious 
reasoning  contained  in  your  letter,  we  are 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  a  payment  of  this 
nature,  directed  to  the  individual  emolu* 
mcnt  of  the  Proprietors  of  India  Stock, 
and  not  in  any  respect  to  the  public  ser- 
vice of  the  Company,  cannot  be  issued, 
under  the  existing  appropriations  affecting 
their  funds,  without  the  express  sanction  of 
Parliament. 

Had  the  tax  been  directly  imposed  on 
income,  as  under  the  former  law,  we 
apprehend  it  never  would  have  sug- 
gested itself  to  the  Court  of  Proprietors, 
that  income  derived  from  the  dividends  of 
the  Company  should  enjoy  any  partial 
exemption.  The  policy  of  the  legislature 
has  recently  been,  to  apply  the  tax  to  the 
sources  of  income,  rather  than  to  levy  it, 
as  formerly,  upon  the  statement  of  the 
possessor.  It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that 
this  change  in  the  mode  oi  assessment  can 
justify  a  claim  to  personal  relief  from  the 
tax  itself.  If  not,  the  propt)8ition  resolves 
itself  either  into  an  increased  dividend,  or 
into  a  new  appropriation  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds, enabling  the  Company  to  charge 
the  tax  on  their  funds  generally,  as  some 
other  corporations  have  done,  who  are 
sole  proprietors  in  such  funds.  This 
opens  so  large  a  question  in  principle,  and 
for  so  small  an  object,  either  as  it  affects 
the  i/jflerest  of  the  public  or  the  individual 
Piopiietors,  that  I  should  conceive,  under 
all  *he  circumstances,  the  Court  will  not 
feel  iiisposod  to  press  it  at  such  a  moment 
upon  vhti  attention  of  Paiiiameut.    I  have 


Tapen  retaHng  to  ilk  ^cfattt 

the  honour  to  be,  ftc.    (Signed) 

The  Chairman  and  Deputy  CfaoimiAtt 
of  the  East-India  Company. 

At    a   SSCRBT    COUET    of  DlUCTOU 

held  on  Wednesday*  the  1 8lli  Uaick 
1812. 

The  Chairman  from  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  laying  before  the  Court 
Draft  of  a  Letter  to  Lord  Melrille,  to  be 
signed  by  the  Depatation,  re^neeeidg  tint 
a  longer  term  than  that  which  waifend 
in  1793  may  be  granted  for  the  renewal  of 
the  Company's  exclusiTe  privileges^  the 
same  vfzs  read  and  approfod  ;  as  wai  abs 
Drafl  of  a  Letter  to  his  Lordahip,  to  be 
signed  by  the  Depatation,  aobmitting  to 
his  consideration  the  ezpediciliBj  of  pre* 
Tiding,  that  the  additional  divfdeod  or  tm 
shillings  per  cent.'paid  on  the  Compainf'i 
Stock,  under  the  Act  of  the  SSrd  of  his 
present  Majesty,  cap.  52,  see.  19^  may 
be  paid  out  of  the  general  profits  of  the 
Company  ;  and  also,  that  authority  may 
be  given  to  make  the  Ptoperty^doty  oa 
the  dividends  a  charge  on  those  profits. 

•  Letteb  from  the  Deputation  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  WwcnmA 
Melville ;  noticed  in  the  precediai 
Minute. 

East-India  Haute,  ISih  Merdk  ISli 
My  Lord  ;  Althoagh  we  are  aware  that 
this  may  not  be  considered  the  proper 
time  to  discuss  the  term  of  yemrt  for 
which  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Con- 
pany  should  be  renewed,  yet,  nnder  tbe 
prospect  of  your  Lordship  s  apon  leavisff 
the  India  Board,  we  are-  anzions  to  avoid 
any  delay,  in  requesting  your  Lordship'i 
attention  to  that  point. 

On  reference  to  the  negociationsio  179S,* 
we  observe  that  the  principal  groand  oa 
which  the  Company  founded  their  appli* 
cation  for  a  renewal  of  their  priTileges  fiir 
a  long  term,  was,  that  sufficient  tine 
might  be  allowed  for  the  liqufdatioa 
of  their  debts  at  interest  in  India,  tiw 
amount  of  which,  at  that  period,  waa  aetci 
millions  sterling.  The  term  then  granted 
was  twenty  years,  from  the  Ist  of  March 
1794,  including  the  usual  notice  of  tbiee 
years,  this  term  being  considered  adeqaitt 
to  the  ohject  in  view. 

The  Company's  debts  at  interest  h 
India  are  now  supposed  to  amonnt  ti 
twenty- five  millions  sterling,  exclosiTsrf 
tht>  Heht  inEurwpe;  we  trust,  therelfan^ 
it  will  be  evident,  that  a  longer  term  tlfli 
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that  which  was  granted  in  1793  is  indis- 
pensable, to  admit  of  the  gradual  reduc- 
tion of  the  present  del]|t,  and  the  effectual 
operation  of  any  measures  which  may  be 
determined  on  for  that  purpose. 

Without  mentioning  any  particular 
term,  we  take  the  liberty  of  referring  your 
lordship  to  the  Act  of  the  3d  of  George  II. 
cap.  H,  to  shew  that  a  longer  period  than 
that  granted  in  1793  has  been  conceded  ; 
and  as,  under  every  view  of  the  subject, 
considering  the  contingencies  of  the  war, 
or  other  interruption,  we  are  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  a  more  extended  term, 
for  the  purposes  of  liquidating  debts  of 
such  magnitude,  and  of  restoring  the  Com- 
pany's aflairs  to  that  state  of  prosperity, 
Avhich  is  essential  to  both  them  and  the 
Public.  We  rely  with  confidence  on 
your  lordship's  concurrence  in  the  opinion 
we  have  submitted.  We  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c.  (Signed)    Jacob  Bosanqubt, 

Hugh  Inglis, 
W.  F.  Elpbimstone^ 
Edward  Parry. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount 
Melville,  &c.  &c.  Sec, 

Letter  from  the  Deputation  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Mel- 
ville; also  noticed  in  the  preceding 
Minute. 

East  India  House,  March  19,  1812. 

My  Lord  ;  In  addition  to  the  subject  on 
which  we  had  the  honour  to  address  your 
lordship  yesterday,  there  are  two  points 
to  which  we  are  very  desirous  of  calling 
your  attention,  before  your  Lordship  leaves 
the  India  Board. 

The  first  point,  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  Hints  submitted  to  your  Lordship  on 
the  4th  instant,  is  the  dividend  often  shil- 
lings per  cent,  paid  to  the  Proprietors,  un- 
der the  Act  of  the  33d  of  His  present  Ma- 
jesty, cap.  5'2,  sec.  124',  from  the  separate 
fund  of  the  Company. 

When  it  was  in  contemplation  to  in- 
crease the  capital  stock  of  the  Company 
in  1797,  it  was  found  that  the  payment  of 
this  dividend  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  new 
stock  would  have  exhausted  the  separate 
fund,  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
sent term  of  the  Company's  exclusire 
trade.  To  guard  against  this,  a  clause 
was  inserted  in  the  Act  of  37th  of  His 
Majesty,  cap.  31,  authorizing  the'  pay- 
ment of  a  dividend  of  ten  shillings  per 
cent,  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  increased 
stock,  from  the  annual  profits  of  the  Com- 
pany's trade. 


April  H,  1812*  [cficxzii 

The  additional  stock  has  not  been 
raised,  and  the  separate  fund  has  beeu 
found  adequate  to  the  payment  of  the  di- 
vidend often  shillings  per  cent,  upon  the 
existing  capital  hitherto,  and  will  conti- 
nue to  be  so  until  the  year  1819,  when  it 
will  be  nearly  exhausted. 

As  the  Proprietors  have  derived  from 
the  dividends  little  more  ^ than  five  per 
cent,  on  the  capital,  it  appears  to  us  that, 
on  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  privi- 
leges, they  may  entertain  a  reasonable 
expectation  of  continuing  to  receive  this 
addition  of  ten  shillings  to  the  usual  divi- 
dend of  10/.  per  cent.  ;  and  as  the  sepa- 
rate fund  will  not,  as  stated  above,  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  purpose,  during  any  proba* 
ble  term,  for  which  the  renewal  may  be 
granted,  we  take  the  liberty  of  submitting 
to  your  Lo  dship's  consideration  the  cz« 
pediency  of  providing  for  the  additional 
dividend,  out  of  the  general  profits  of  the 
Company. 

The  other  point  to  which  we  request 
your  Lordship's  attention  is,  the  payment 
of  the  Property-duty  on  the  dividends. 
The  Court  of  Directors  and  the  Proprietor 
have  always  considered  it  a  hardship,  that 
this  duty  was  not  allowed  to  be  paio  from 
the  profits  of  the  Company ;  we  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  copies  of  letters  on  this 
snbject,  which  were  addressed  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  in  1803  and  1804,  and  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  arguments  they 
contain  will  induce  your  Lordship,  when 
the  question  of  renewing  the  privileges  of 
the  Company  is  under  discussion,  to  re- 
commend that  authority  may  be  given  to 
make  the  Property-duty  on  the  dividends 
a  charge  on  the  general  profits  of  the 
Company. 

As  the  profits  of  the  Company  were 
specifically  appropriated  by  the  Act  of 
1793,  some  difficulty  may  possibly,  from 
that  circumstance,  haye  occurred  in  con- 
ceding this  point;  but  as,  in  any  new  ar- 
rangement, the  subject  of  appropriation 
will  necessarily  undergo  considerable  mo- 
dification, we  should  hope  that  the  objec- 
tion formerly  urged  may  easily  be  ob- 
viated. 

If  it  should  be  finally  determined,  that 
the  surrender  of  any  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Com- 
pany is  to  be  made,  it  appears  to  be  the 
more  necessary,  that  some  boon  should  be 
held  out  to  the  Proprietors  in  alleviation 
of  the  sacrifices  to  which  their  consent 
may  be  required ;  we  hope,  therefore,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  indulge  a  confident 
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expectation  of  your  Lordship's  favourable 
consideratien  of  the  points  now  submitted. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c. 

Jacob  Bosanquet, 
The  Right  Hon.     Hugh  Inglis, 
Lord  Vise.  Melville,  W.  F.  Elphinstone, 
kc.  &c.  &c.         Edward  Parry, 

Charles  Mills. 

At  a  Secret  Court  of  Directors, 
held  on  Tuesday,  the  24th  March 
1812. 

The  Chairman  from  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  laid  before  the  Court  a 
Letter  from  Lord  Melville  to  the  Chairman 
and  Deputy,  dated  the  21st  instant,  stating 
his  sentiments  in  reply  to  their  Letter  of 
the  ith  instant,  and  enclosing  a  paper  con« 
taining  "  Observations  on  tBe  Hints  sug- 
gested by  the  Deputation  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  3d  of  March  1812.'' 

The  Chairman  also  laid  before  the 
Court  a  Letter  from  Lord  Melville  to  the 
Chairman  and  Deputy,  dated  the  23rd  in- 
stant, in  reply  to  the  two  Letters  which  the 
Deputation  from  the  Court  of  Directors 
addressed  to  his  Lordship  on  the  1  Sth  and 
)9th  instant 

The  same  were  read. 

The  Chairman  then  moving  the  Courts 

Ordered,  that  the  several  Papers  now 
read,  together  with  the  other  Correspon- 
dence, which  has  passed,  respecting  the 
negociation  for  the  renewal  of  the  Com- 
pany's exclusive  privileges,  be  laid  before 
the  General  Court  to  be  held  to-morrow, 
and  printed,  as  speedily  as  possible,  for  the 
information  of  the  Proprietors. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Viscount  Melville  to  the 
Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman ; 
noticed  in  the  preceding  Minute. 

India  Board,  March  21,  1812. 

Gentlemen  ;  I  have  delayed  answering 
your  Letter  of  the  ^th  instant  (received  the 
6th)  until  I  could  transmit  to  you,  at  the 
same  time,  replies  to  the  several  proposi- 
tions brought  forward  by  the  Deputation 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  at  our  confe* 
rence  on  the  4th  instant. 

In  submitting  to  you  these  observations, 
however,  I  beg  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, as  conveying  to  you  only  the  pre- 
sent sentiments  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  the  several  points  to  which  the 
propositions  relate.  Public  discussion  on 
such  an  important  question,  may  possibly 
produce  an  alteration  of  opinion  on  some 
of  the  details ;  and  though  the  f  abject  has 
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been  fully  considered,  it  may  be  deemed 
necessary,  in  thfc  further  progress  of  ths 
measure,  to  propose,  oh  some  poiotSj  regs* 
lations  of  a  different  description  from  tboie 
which  are  suggested  in  the'  enclosed  ob- 
servations. 

The  Court  of  Directors  are  perfectly 
correct  in  supposing  that  it  is  now,  as  it 
has  been  for  a  considerable  time  past,  the 
fixed  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, to  withhold  their  concurrence  from 
any  proposition  which  might  be  submitted 
to  Parliament  for  continuing  to  the  East 
India  Company  their  privileffea  of  ezclo- 
sive  trade  on  their  present  looting.     It  is 
unnecessary  now  to  discuss  whether  ths 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  1793  (by  which 
the  Company's  monopoly  wm  so  br  re- 
laxed, as  to  admit  the  goods  of  prifale 
merchants  to  be  conveyed  in  the  Com- 
pany's ships)  have  in  any  degree  ftalfilkd 
the  expectations  or  intentions  of  the  l^is* 
lature.     It  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  b^ 
cilities  granted  by  that  Act  have  not  beat 
satisfactory,  at  least  to  the  merchadlib 
either  of  this  country  or  of  India.     They 
have  been  the  source  of  constaot  dispots, 
and  they  have  even  entailed  a  heavy  ex* 
pence  upon  the  Company,  withoat  aoM- 
ing  to  the  Public  any  adequate  beaefit 
from  such  a  sacrifice.    Voo  will  do  me  tte 
justice  to  recollect,  that  in  ail  our  discos* 
sions  on  this  subject,  both  recently  andoa 
former  occasions,  the   admission  of  tbs 
ships  of  merchants  in  this  country  into  ths 
trade  of  India,  in  concurrence  witlr thorn 
of  the  Company,  has  never  been  urged  m 
a  measure,  from  which  much  immedisis 
benefit  would,  in  my  opinion,  lie  dcrifcdt 
either  to  the  country  or  to  the  indiTidosb 
who  might  embark  in  the  speculatioa; 
and  I  certainly  am  not  without  consideffa- 
ble  apprehension,  that,  at  least  on  the  fint 
opening  of  the  trade,  the  publio  expects 
tion,  as  to  the  British  territories  in  Indis 
affording    any    considerable    outlet    fir 
British  manuUctures,  beyond  the  amoonl 
of  our  present  exports,  may  be  dissp* 
pointed.      On  that  admission,  howevsr, 
and  on  the  necessity  of  guarding  againtt 
the  unrestrained  intercourse  of  ^ropeass 
with  the  territories  of  the  Companv,  or  of 
the  native  States  in  India  (in  which  abol 
fully  concur),  nearly  the  whole  of  the  ar* 
guments  adduced  by  the  Court  of  Diredon 
against  any  opening  of  the  trade  are  feund- 
ed.    But  it  must  be  recollected,  that  in 
determining  the  question,  as  to  ccmtinuiog 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  Company's 
nopoly,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  Pariii 
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to  consider,  not  merely  whether  it  may 
be  safe  to  prolong  it,  but  whether  it  may 
be  unsafe  lo  abridge  or  abolish  it.  As  far 
as  relates  to  the  trade  with  India,  and  se- 
veral other  countries  included  within  the 
limits  o(  ihe  Company's  Charter,  the  Court 
do  not  appear  to  have  succeeded  in  es- 
tablishing the  proposition,  that  any  detri- 
ment will  arise  to  the  public  interest, 
either  in  this  country  or  in  India,  or  ulti- 
uiatelv  even  to  th<j  interest  of  the  Com- 
pany  ihera^lves,  from  the  introduction  of 
private  adventurers.  If  the  Company 
carry  on  the^r  trade  more  expensively  and 
with  less  activity  and  industry  than  pri- 
vate individuals,  it  is  unjust  to  the  country 
as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brilif^h  In- 
dia, that  the  exclusive  monopoly  should  be 
continued  ;  and  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
the  trade  is  more  likely  to  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  country,  and  beneficial  to' 
the  individuals  in  their  hands,  than  in 
those  of  the  Company:  but  if  the  latter 
shall  conduct  it  with  skill  and  enterprize, 
and  with  due  and  unremitting  attention  to 
economy,  the  extent  of  their  capital,  and 
the  superior  facilities  which  they  must 
continue  to  possess,  of  providing  their  in- 
vestment in  India  at  the  cheapest  rate,  will 
undoubtedly  afford  them  the  means  of 
successful  rivalship  with  all  other  com- 
petitors. 

In  adverting,  in  your  letter  of  the  ith  in- 
stant, to  the  statement  contained  in  mine  of 
the  17  th  December,  on  the  proposed  trans- 
fer of  the  Company^s  army  to  the  Crown, 
you  do  not  appear  to  have  understood  ac- 
curately the  purport  of  my  suggestion.  I 
entertain  ao  doubt,  as  to  the  expediency 
of  continuing  to  the  Company's  Govern- 
ment in  India  the  supremacy  of  their  mi- 
litary, as  well  as  civil  authority:  but 
though  various  regulations  may  possibiy 
be  necessary,  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  army  in 
India,  I  am  not  aware,  that  any  legislative 
enactments  are  requisite,  except  as  to 
the  amount  of  force  which  His  Majesty 
may  be  empowered  to  maintain  in  India, 
at  the  expense  of  the  Company,  and  per- 
haps also  some  provisions,  in  regard  to  the 
relative  powers  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners and  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Ill  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  you 
advert  to  the  question  as  to  how  far  it  may 
be  expedient  to  admit  intathe  trade  with 
thi-^  country,  ships  built  in  India  and 
manned  with  Indian  seamen.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly an  important  consideration,  as 
n  involves  in  it,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  de- 


partore  from  the  principles  on  which  the 
navigation  system  of  this  country  has 
hitherto  been  conducted.  As  far  as  the 
East  India  Company  is  concerned,  it  will 
probably  be  necessary  to  leave  the  mat* 
ter  on  its  present  footing,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war ;  but  if  the  trade  witb 
India  is  to  be  opened  to  all  British  ships, 
in  the  manner  already  pointed  out,  there 
seems  to  be  no  sufficient  reason  for  break- 
ing in  upon  the  system  of  oar  navigatioa 
laws,  by  permitting  any  other  than  Bri- 
tish ships,  with  a  due  proportion  of  Bri- 
tish seamen,  to  import  colonial  produce 
into  the  United  Kingdom. 

I  have  not  thought  it  requisite,  in  this 
letter,  to  trouble  you  with  any  ob- 
servations on  several  points  adverted  to  in 
yours  of  the  4th  instant,  which  are  also 
noticed  in  the  enclosed  paper  of  Hints  and 
of  Replies  to  the  several  Propositions.  I 
shall  abstain  also  from  any  remarks  on  the 
calculations  detailed  in  your  letter,  and 
which  are  introduced  more  with  the  view, 
as  I  conceive,  to  vindicate  the  Company 
in  their  past  management  of  the  exclusive 
trade  to  India  and  the  government  of  their 
territorial  possessions,  than  to  any  practi- 
cal results  to  be  derived  from  your  state- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  matters  at  present 
in  discussion  between  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment and  the  Court  of  Directors. 
The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  East  India  Affairs  have  already  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  detailed  statements 
on  that  part  of  the  subject,  and  in  any 
further  reports  which  they  may  present 
they  will  probably  complete  the  investi- 
gation.    I  am.  Gentlemen,  &c. 

Melville. 
To  the  Chairman  and  De- 
puty Chairman   of  the 
East-India  Company. 

Observations  on  the  Hints  suggest- 
ed by  the  Deputation  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  3d  March  1812;  ad- 
verted to  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

1st,  2d,  and  3d.  It  is  deemed  advisa- 
ble, with  a  view  to  the  security  of  the 
revenue  and  to  other  objects  connected 
with  the  trade  to  China,  to  leave  it  on  its 
present  footing,  and  to  guard,  by  proper 
regulations,  against  any  encroachment  on 
that  branch  of  the  Company's  exclusive 
privilege. 

4th.  This  proposition  ought  to  be  ac- 
ceded to  ;  with  the  reservation,  however, 
that  the  Governments  in  India  ought  to  be 
restricted  from  imposing  new  duties,  with- 
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•ut  the  previous  sanction  of  the  author!* 
ties  in  England, 

5th.  The  Company  are  understood  to 
have,  in  some  degree,  the  power  of  regu- 
lating the  internal  trade  of  saltpetre  in 
India;  it  appears,  therefore,  to  be  scarce- 
ly necessary  to  impose  any  other  restric- 
tions on  the  exportation  of  saltpetre  from 
Iudia>  than  such  as  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient for  political  objects,  especially  in 
time  of  war. 

6th.  The  adoption  of  the  regulation 
suggested  in  this  proposition,  will  proba- 
bly tend  to  the  security  and  advantage  of 
the  public  revenue,  in  collecting  the  du- 
ties on  all  articles  imported  from  the  East 
Indies  and  China,  as  well  as  other  coun- 
tries  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

7th.  The  Company  ought  at  least  to 
be  indemnified  from  the  charges  incurred 
by  this  management. 

8th.  There  does  not  appear  to  exist 
any  sufficient  reason  for  preventing  ships 
from  clearing  out  for  the  East  Indies  from 
other  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  be- 
sides the  port  of  London. 

9th.  It  will  be  necessary,  either  by 
the  regulations  suggested  in  this  proposi- 
tion, or  by  others  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion, ta  guard  against  the  evil  therein 
described. 

]  0th.  It  will  probably  be  necessary  to 
regulate  the  exportation  of  military  stores 
to  the  East  Indies,  and  also  of  naval  stores 
in  time  of  war. 

nth.  It  is  understood  that  the  object 
^f  this  proposition  is  to  secure  to  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  piece  goods  in  India  the  con- 
tinuance of  regular  and  constant  employ- 
ment, under  the  same  system  of  local 
management,  for  their  benefit,  which  pre- 
vails at  present.  If  that  object  is  likely 
to  be  attained,  without  continuing  the  re- 
strictions mentioned  in  this  proposition, 
it  certainly  would  be  desirable  that  they 
should  cease,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be 
necessary  to  regulate  the  importation  of 
Indian  piece  p^oods,  with  a  view  to  the 
protection  of  British  manufactures. 

1 2th.  As  no  such  restriction  exists  at 
present  in  the  importation  of  silk  by  pri- 
vate merchants,  and  as  the  reasons  which 
have  hitherto  been  adduced,  on  the  part 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  for  establishing 
such  a  regulation,  though  entitled  to  much 
consideration,  do  not  appear  to  be  conclu- 
sive, it  wili  scarcely  be  deemed  expedient 
to  agree  to  this  proposal. 

13th.  This  suggestion  appears  to  be 
perfectly  reasonable. 
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14th.  It  id  understood,  that  thupio* 
position  is  founded  on  a  principle  of 
guarding  against  the  dangers  to  whi^ 
vessels  of  less  burthen  than  four  hoodnd 
tons  would  be  exposed  on  a  Toyage  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  also  of  providing  fer  the 
security  of  the  revenue,  which  might  be 
afiected  by  permitting  importatioos  in 
smaller  vessels.  These  reasons,  though 
entitled  to  due  consideration,  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  sufficiently  strong  to  jnttify 
the  proposed  restriction,  or  the  making  a 
distinction,  in  that  respect,  between  ihipa 
trading  to  the  East  Indies  and  to  othv 
countries. 

i5th.    This  seems  to  be  reaaonabk. 

]6th.  It  will  be  necessary  eo  proridflb 
by  proper  regulations,  for  the  care  aii4 
maintenance  of  these  person^  and  for  thdr 
return  to  the  East  Indies. 

17th.  This  proposal  woald  be  wfaofly 
inadmissible,  unless  it  were  limited  to  radi 
unexpired  engagements  as  do  not  extend 
beyond  March  ISii,  when  the  Company's 
present  term  of  exclusive  privileges  wiU 
expire;  but  the  Public  may  fUrly  leek 
to  the  Company  to  bear  this  bmrthei^ 
as  a  compensation  to  a  certain  extend  Ar 
the  continuance  of  the  exclusive  trade  Is 
China. 

18th.  It  will  be  indispensably  neces- 
sary, for  the  purpose  of  guarding  agaiart 
the  inconvenience  herein  allodef  t<^  that 
the  existing  restrictions  shall  be  continnedl, 
with  such  alterations  as  may  be  reqoisits 
in  the  new  system  of  trade. 

J  9th.  The  number  of  His  M^esty's 
forces  to  be  maintained  by  the  East  Inois 
Company  may,  without  inconvepieaos^ 
be  limited,  as  herein  suggested*  It  wili 
be  necessary,  however,  m  conaeqneoce 
of  the  increased  extent  of  the  British  ter- 
ritories in  India,  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  by  which  the  number  is  at  present 
regulated,  that  a  considerable  ^dditioa 
should  be  made  to  it. 

20th.  It  will  be  necessanr,  that  the 
present  system  of  accounting  oetween  the 
East  India  Company  and  the  Paymaster 
General  should  be  abolished,  and  new  re* 
gulations  enacted. 

21st.  These  demands  most  necessarilr 
be  arranged  on  the  principles  suggeslss 
by  the  Committees  of  the  Hoose  ^Com* 
mens,  who  have  reported  upon  the  sab* 
ject  of  the  accounts  herein  referred  ttk 
If  it  were  necessary  or  proper,  in  discuss- 
ing the  future  regulations  which  it  may 
be  deemed  advisable  to  establish,  respect* 
ing  the  afiairs  of  the  East  India  Compenj^ 
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there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  demon- 
strating, that  the  amount  of  force  main- 
tained in  India  has  not  gone  beyond 
what  was  requisite  for  the  defence  and 
security  of  the  Company's  possessions, 
and  for  other  operations,  intimately  and 
inseparably  connected  with  those  objects. 

22d.  The  Proprietors  ought  to  be  se- 
cured, as  at  present,  in  their  diyideud  of 
ten  and  a  half  per  cent. 

23d.  The  whole  of  the  surplus  funds 
of  the  East  India  Company,  at  home  and 
abroad,  ought  to  be  applied,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  reduction  of  debt,  till  it  is 
reduced  in  India  to  the  sum  of  ten  mil- 
lions, and  the  bond  debt  at  home  to  the 
sum  of  three  millions,  after  providing  for 
a  proportionate  increase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Company,  if  they  shall  think 
fit  to  avail  themselves  of  the  powernow 
vested  in  them  by  law  to  that  effect. 

24«th.  It  is  intended  to  submit  to  Par- 
liament a  proposition  to  that  effect,  or  si- 
milar in  substance. 

23th.  If  the  object  adverted  to  in  this 
proposition  can  be  obtained  by  exclusion 
from  the  dominions  of  the  Emperor  of 
China,  and  a  prohibition  to  import  the 
produce  of  that  country  without  licence 
from  the  Company,  it  will  be  preferable 
to  the  mode  herein  suggested.  There 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  excluding 
the  private  trade  from  the  Spice  Islands. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Viscount  Melville  to  the  Chairman 
and  Deputy  Chairman ;  also  no- 
ticed hi  the  Minute  above-men- 
tioned. 

India  Board,  23d  March,  1812. 

Gentlemen  ;  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
receive  the  two  letters  w^hicb  the  Depu- 
tation from  the  Court  of  Directors  ad- 
dressed tome, on  the  18th  and  19th instant. 

It  is  undoubtedly  reasonable,  that  the 
further  term  now  proposed  to  be  granted 
to  the  East  India  Company  of  their  pri- 
vileges of  exclusive  trade  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  British  territorial  possessions 
in  India,  should  be  for  such  a  period,  as 
may  be  suflirient,  if  unforeseen  contingen- 
cies do  not  arise,  to  produce  a  considera- 
ble reduction  of  the  debt,  both  in  India 
and  at  home.  The  experience,  however, 
of  the  last  twenty  years,  has  sufficiently 
demonstrated,  that  it  is  impossible  to  cal- 
culate, with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  on 
t\hat  nisy  be  the  state  of  the  Company's 


affairs  in  India  at  the  expiry  of  another 
period  of  the  same  duration.  If  they  ar« 
prosperous,  the  same  term  as  was  granted 
in  1793  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purposei 
described  in  your  letter  of  the  18th;  but 
if  untoward  events  shall  occur,  and  tht 
Company  shall  be  ag^in  engaged  in  ex- 
pensive wars,  it  will  be  desirable  that  par- 
liament should  have  the  opportunity  of 
reconsidering  the  subject,  and  of  making 
such  new  provisions  as  the  case  may  ap- 
pear to  require.  Under  those  circum- 
stances, I  do  not  think  it  will  be  advisable 
to  propose  a  longer  term  than  what  was 
granted  by  the  Act  of  1793i  viz.  twenty 
years  from  the  expiry  of  the  existing 
period,  with  three  years  previous  notice. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  that 
the  suggestion  in  your  letter  of  the  19th 
instant,  relative  to  the  continuance  of  th« 
dividend  of  ten  shillings  per  cent,  on  the 
existing  capital  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, after  the  separate  fund  shall  be  ex- 
hausted, is  reasonable,  and  that  it  will  be 
proper  to  comply  with  it. 

Your  proposition,  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Property-tax,  requires  much 
more  consideration,  and  I  cannot,  at  pre- 
sent, bring  myself  to  concur  in  the  ex« 
pediency  of  agreeing  to  submit  it  to  Par- 
liament. 'A  confident  expectation  may 
be  entertained,  from  the  state  of  the  Com- 
pany's revenues  in  India,  and  from  the 
reduction  of  expence  which  has  already 
taken  place,  or  which  mayVtill  be  effect- 
ed, both  at  home  and  abroad,  by  meani 
completely  within  your  power,  that  a  large 
annual  surplus  will  be  available  towards 
the  reduction  of  debt ;  but  when  it  is  re- 
collected, that  though  the  amount  of  the 
debt  in  India  has  recently  been  consi- 
derably diminished,  it  has  been  propor- 
tionably  increased  at  home;  ana  consi- 
dering, also,  that  provision  must  be  made« 
for  the  possible  contingency  of  the  Com- 
pany having  to  pay,  in  this  country,  the 
interest,  not  only,  of  their  large  debt  at 
home,  but  also  of  the  whole  debt  of  India« 
I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  wise  or 
prudent,  at  least  till  after  the  experience 
of  a  few  years,  to  make  an  addition  to  the 
permanent  charges  of  (he  Company  at 
home,  to  the  amount  of  the  Property-tax 
upon  their  dividends.  lam,  Gentlemen,  &Ct 

Melville.. 
The  Chairman  and  De- 
puty Chairman  of  the 
East  India  Company. 
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KEPOBT  ON  AMERICAN  CLAIMANTS  PETTTIO^*.— Ordered.  hgAeBmm^ 
Commotu,  to  be  printed,  25  March  1812. 


Tbe  Committee  to  whom  the  Puli' 
lion  of  tbe  seTeral  Periont  whose 
names  are  thereto  aubicribfd,  on 
behaiF  of  themselTes  and  others, 
whoae  Claims  have  been  adjudged 
gooJ  by  ihe  Commissioners  Rp- 
pointed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament 
paised  in  the  43d  year  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's reign,  intituled,  •  An  Act 
'  for  appointing  Commissionera  for 
'  distributing  the  Money  stipulated 

•  to  be  paid  by  The  United  Slates 
'  of  America,  under  the  Conven- 

•  tion  made  between  His  Majesty 
'  and  the  said  United  States,  among 
'  the  Persons  having  Claims  to 
'  Compensation  out  of  suchMoney,' 

was  referred; Have,  pursuant 

to  the  Order  of  The  House,  exa- 
mined tbe  matter  of  the  said  Peti- 
tion ;  and  hare  agreed  apon  the 
following  Report  : 

It  appears  to  Your  Committee,  that  an 
extensire  Commerce,  in  British  mannfac- 
tares  and  other  articles,  was  carried  on 
between  America  and  Great  Britain  be- 
fore the  war  of  177C  with  America  :  and 
in  the  course  of  such  commerce  a  very 
.large  credit  was  given  to  America,  so  that 
at  the  time  when  hoslilitiei  commenced, 
a  Debt,  amounting  to  several  millions,  was 
due  from  the  Citizens  of  America,  to  tbe 
British  Merchants,  and  considerable  sums 
to  others  His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  that 
during  the  continuance  «f  the  war,  it  was 
Karcely  possible  to  recover  any  part  of 
such  debt. 

That  by  the  +ih  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  signed  at  Paris 
Sd  September,  1763,  it  was  provided, 
"  that  Creditors  on  either  side  should  m^'.et 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  re- 
covery of  the  full  value  in  sterling  money 
of  all  bona  fide  debts  theretofore  con> 
tracted." 

That  in  breach  of  this  Article  of  the 
Treaty,  certain  laws  were  niudc  in  the 
different  States  of  America,  iiimicdiately 
subsequent  to  the  Peace,  for  the  diiect 
purpose,  as  it  appeared  to  one  of  the  Wii- 
nesses,    of    defeating  that  Article ;    anil 


•  See  the  Petition  in  Vol.  21,  p.  281. 


other  laws  which  had  beea  mad«  prior  to, 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  daring  the  war, 
and  whico  ought  to  have  been  repeafad' 
in  conformity  to  the  Treaty,  remained 
still  in  existence  ;  and  by  tho  instnwtioBi 
f(>*en  by  Judge*  to  Juries,  and  tbe  prac- 
tice of  American  Courts,  the  plea  of 
"  British  Debt"  was  held  in  those  Cooita , 
to  be  a  good  pleat  and  deciaive  agaioM;. 
the  claimanta. 

That  by  these  means  the  recoTcry  of 
debts  to  a  very  great  amount  wai  pmant^ 
ed  ;  and  in  consequence  thereof  maoy  Moi 
urgent  representations  were  made  by  tbe 
British  Creditors,  to  Hii  Dlejesty'i  Ga- 
rernment,  complaining  of  tbe  exiatenoeof 
legal  impediments  in  America. -wbicb,  by 
preventing  the  recovery  of  debta  in  tM 
Country  to  British  Subjects,  rendered  al; 
together  ineffectual  the  prorision  coataia- 
ed  in  the  4th  Article  of  tbe  Treaty  el 
Peace.  That  the  case  of  the  British  Cn» 
dilors  occupied  a  very  coiuidarable  p«> 
tion  of  the  time  ami  attention  of  Laid 
Grenville,  after  he  became  Principal  Si^ 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AflEaira;  ao^ 
his  Lordship  appears  to  have  bean  tarn- 
vlnced  that  such  representationa  werape^ 
fectly  well  founded.  And  the  redren  at 
theiti  grieTRncet  being  an  object  of  pri* 
mary  importance  with  the  GoTernmcBtia 
negociating  the  Treaty  of  Anity,GiB* 
merce,  nnn  Navigation  concluded  bctircci 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  StalM  rf 
America  in  the  year  1794i  it  wailwdil 
6tli  Article  of  that  Treaty  agreed,  tW  ia 
all  cases  where  full  campeniBtion  for  the 
losses  and  damagst  insttined  fay  BritiiA 
Subjects  by  the  operatioa  of  lawRil  im> 
pediiuents  to  the  recovery  of  their  debli 
subsciguent  to  the  Peace  conld  not  be  a^ 
tained  by  the  Creditor!  in  the  ordimrf 
course  of  justice,  tbe  United  ^tca  waalt 
make  full  and  complete  compentation  far 
the  same  to  the  said  Creditors  ;  and  tU 
fi>r  the  iiurpn^te  of  ascertaining  the  amo^ 
•  hereof,  five  Cum  miss  ion  era  anould  be  ^ 
pointed,  of  whom  three  were  to  conadtab 
a  Board,  with  full  power ;  and  all  dcd- 
sions  were  to  be  made  by  tbe  maiorily  of 
the  Curomissionen  present,  and  tJieit 
Award  to  be  final  and  conclgure.  Aid 
the  United  States  undertook  to  caoae  tbi 
sumH  awarded  to  be  paid  in  specie  to  Al 
Creditors  without  deduction. 
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That  another  Article  (the  7th)  was  m*^ 
trodnced  into  the  said  Treaty^  in  faToor 
of  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  where* 
by  it  was  in  like  manner  agreed^  that  in 
all  cases  where  adequate  compensation 
for  the  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
American  Citizens,  byirregalar  or  illegal 
captures  or  condemnations  of  their  vessels 
and  other  property  during  the  coarse  of 
the  war  in  which  his  Majesty  was  then 
engaged,  could  not  be  obtained  in  tbe 
ordinary  course  of  justice,   the  British 
iSovernment  would  make  full  and  com- 
plete compensation  to  such  American  Ci- 
tizens ;  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  amount  thereof.  Commissioners 
should  be  appointed  in  like  manner,  and  , 
with  the  like  powers  in  all  respects  as  the 
Commissioners  under  the  6lh  Article. 

That  this  Treaty  was  nesociated  by 
Lord  Grenville  in  person,  and  that  a  sys- 
tem of  reciprocity  was  in  his  Lordship's 
view,  and,  as  his  Lordship  beliered,  in 
that  of  the  American  Minister,  meant  to 
be  established  by  the  said  dth  Article, 
containing  stipulations  in  favour  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  the  7th  Article^ 
containing  stipulations  in  lavoar  of  the 
subjects  of  the  United  States. 

That  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  duly 
appointed  under  the  6ih  Article  of  tlie 
said  Treaty,  met  accordingly  at  Philadel- 
phia in  May  1797,  and  Claims  were 
brought  in  before  them  to  the  amount  of 
5,638,029/.  sterling.  That,  after  cerUin 
progress  had  been  made  in  deciding  on 
principles  necessary  to  regulate  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Claims 
made  before  them,  and  after  acontroyersy 
which  arose,  and  continued  for  a  long 
time,  the  American  Commissioners  adopted 
the  practice  first  (in  the  course  of  the 
year  1799)  of  withdrawing  themseWes 
from  the  Board,  when  they  found-  the 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  ward  against 
their  opinions,  the  American  Commission- 
ers alleging,  that  the  stipulation  of  the 
6th  Article  did  not  require  them  to  gire 
effect,  by  their  presence^  to  proceedings 
which  they  said  they  deemed  injurious  to 
the  just  rights  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  they  also  stated  they  beliered  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  resist  in  such  cases,  by 
all  the  means  to  which  the  Treaty  enabled 
them  (as  they  stated)  to  resort.  That 
they  afterwards  entirely  absented  them-* 
selves,  and  withheld  their  attendance;  by 
reason  of  which  no  efiectual  proceedings 
could  be  had,  it  being  necessary  by  the 
Treaty,  that  one  Commissioner  on  each 
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sldend  the  Fifth  Commissioner  sheeld 
bel>resent.  The  British  Cttminisnoneri^ 
and  the  Fifth  Commissioner  continued  tO' 
attend  fSor  mere  than  a  twislrci-ffiooth  afteir 
the  withdrawing  of  the  American  Corn* 
missioners,  who  had  glf«i  in  amnitit^* 
implying,  as  staled  by  Mr.  MacdonaM/ 
that  they  would  not  attend  without  oertain' 
radical  pbints  were  conceded,  which>  in 
the  opinion  of  the  other  Commissioners^ 
being  a  majority  of  the  Board,  would  have 
defeated  the  oqect  of  the  Treaty.  Thai* 
in  the  month  of  August  ItOO,  Mr.  Mac* 
donald,  who  was  the  First  Commiisioner 
named  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  returned* 
to  Great  Britain ;  and  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Commissioneri^  in  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  under  the  said  CoumissioD« 
was  most  highly  approred  by  his  Mqeiky'a' 
Goremmenit. 

That  the  execution  of  the  said  7th  Ar^ 
tide  was  suspended  by  orders  from  the 
British  Goyemment  in  July  1799,  imrne* 
diately  upon  Goyemment  being  apprised 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Commisiaoiieri 
at  Philadelphia,  under  the  dth  Article;  had 
been  intelrrupted ;  and  that  such  suspes*' 
sum  was  continued  until  after  the  ConVen* 
tionof  8  January  160%  hereinafter  men* 
tioned. 

That  preyioQsly  to  the  sigoiog  of  the 
Treaty  or  Amity  in  ]7M»  commanicatioiie 
were  made  from  Lord  Gren?ille  to  Messrs. 
Nutt  and  Molleson,  who  acted  as  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  London  Creditoiv,  enclosing 
Questions,  in  order  to  collect  information 
of  the  Claimants,  whether  they  would  pre* 
ier  a  fixed  sum  in  lien  of  aU  their  claims^ 
or  the  adoption  of  measures  for  opening 
the  Courts  of  Law  in  America  to  British' 
Creditors^  with  an  appeal  to  some  special 
Court  or  Commimion.*— These  question^ 
howeyer,  were  not  put  as  a  proposaLjK  - 
which  their  consent  was  requiredi  out  m%' 
matter  for  qmsideration,  and  on  which  the 
King's  Goyemment  wished  to  haye  their 
sentimenta,  it  being  the  desire  of  Lord 
Grenyille  to  inform  himself  of  the  wishes 
of  the  Claimants  on  the  suliject  as  fiilly  at 
posrible,  before  any  step  was  takens^-^- 
These  questions  also  appear  to  haye  been 
transmitted  to  the  Glasgow  Creditors,  and 
a  correspondence   in  consequence  took 
place;  whereby  it  appears  that  the  whole* 
sum  which,  upon  a>  scale  of  comprmnise 
therein  mentioned,  the  Claimants  wished 
to  be  negoeiated  for,  or  to  be  proyided  by 
the  British  Gofemment^  would  not  proba* 
biy  amount  to  mecb  more  than  QfiOOfiOOi^ 
stening« 
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That  in  or  about  the  month  of  April  or 
May  1800,  subsequent  to  the  interruption 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  CommiiBioners 
at  Philadelphia,  Lord  Grenville  made  the 
ibilowing  Propositions  to  the  Claimants. 
i¥bich  bis  Lordship  thought  were  stated 
to  them  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Quca* 
tions  in  1794;  vis. 

First :  A  renewed  CommiHion,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Treaty  of  Amity. 

Second :  Or,  to  accept  a  sum  of  Monejr 
in  lieu  of  the  Claims  under  the  6th  Arti- 
cle of  the  Treaty  of  Amity. 

That  various  communications,  in  conse- 
quence of  these  PropositionS|  took  place 
between  the  London  and  Glasgow  Com* 
mittees  or  Agents  of  the  Claimants  and 
l/>rd  Grenvilie;  in  some  of  which  the 
Claimants  expressed  their  wish  for  a  sti- 
pulated sum  to  be  paid  to  them,  finally  to 
put  an  end  to  the  whole  business;  and 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  the  sum 
(I hey  stated)  they  were  more  at  a  loss 
from  not  knowing  the  exact  amount  which 
had  been  claimed  under  the  6th  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  IT^^*  or  the  manner  in 
which  the  different  claims  had  been  made 
up  with  regard  to  interest,  &c.;  but,  from 
livhat  they  were  informed  of  the  amount 
being  about  Five  Millions,  and  allowing 
that  some  part  might  be  cut  off,  either 
from  being  improperlv  claimed  or  not 
sufficiently  ascertained,  both  of  which 
might  be  better  known  to  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  (as  they  stated)  and  deducting 
such  payments  as  might  have  been  made 
on  their  debts  before  the  ratification  of 
the  proposed  agreement, they  were  witling, 
oil  obtaining  the  guarantee  of  the  British 
Government,  to  accept  of  Two  Millions 
and  an  half  sterling,  rather  than  those 
claims  should  continue  as  a  subject  of  con- 
tention and  a  sburce  of  discontent  between 
the  two  Countries,  or  that  they  should  ex* 
perience  the  hardships  and  vexations 
which  they  had  reason  to  expect  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  debts  in  that  country. 

That  his  Majesty's  Ministers  declined 
advising  his  Majesty  to  guarantee  to  the 
Creilitors  the  payment  of  any  sums  which 
the  American  Government  might  agreeno 
give  in  liquidation  of  their  demands. 

That  in  or  soon  after  December  1800, 
during  the  negociation  which  led  to  the 
Convention  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  in  January  1802,  Mr.  Mac- 
donald,  at  the  request  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  commu- 
nicated to  him,  that  he  conceived  a  sum 
between  a  million  and  an  half  and  two 


millioni,  would  be  ft  lair  raai  to  Im  fc- 
manded  fr^m  ^he  United  Steta^  ibr  Ik 
loss  which  Uicir  lawa  or  judicial  praetiBi 
in  breach  of  the  TreatiM  had  broaght  apa 
the  Creditors*  And  afterwardib  on  4lh 
May  1801,  Mr.  MacdoiiaM»  in  aiitivarii 
certain  Terbal  enquiries,  inade  afiiite 
communication  to  Mr*  Hammood,  Uate 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaira^  tktt 
he  imagined  a  fair  execotion  of  ihe  TVeMf 
of  1704  would  have  mada  good  aboal  Hie 
millions  of  the  sumi  claimed. 

That  other  communicatiooa  were  madi' 
in  the  year  IHOl  to  hii  Majeity'a  Goffi» 
ment  by  the  Claimanta,  urging  bia  Ma- 
jesty's if  inisters  to  take  maaMroa  lo  pia- 
cure  their  just  demaodi»  and  Matio^  tlul 
if  that  was  not  done>  their  only  reiUMlcs 
would  be  to  throw  ihemaelTea^  by  an  aa* 
plication  to  Parliament^  upon  Ibejanei 
of  the  Nation,  for  folfiloient  of  Iha  4th 
Article  of  the  Provisional  Tk«dy  wilk 
America,  and  of  the  6th  Article  of  Ik 
Treaty  of  Amity ;  or  if,  for  pcdilical  na- 
sons,  the  execution  of  tbeae  ArtiokiM 
the  part  of  America  should  not  bo  ^g•^ 
ously  executed,  that  compensation  ahoiM 
be  made  to  the  Claimanta  by  Groat  Bri> 
tain. 

That  a  Coovention  was  signed  en  Hh 
Janaary  1802,  between  bis  Majesty  sad 
the  United  States  of  America,  whan^ 
the  United  States  engaged  to  pay,  and  hn 
Majesty  consented  to  accept^  lor  the  bn 
of  the  persons  described  in  the  said  6lh 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794^  the  sasi  sf 
600,000/.  sterling,  in  aatiafaction  and  di^ 
charge  of  the  Money  which  the  ITailsd 
States  might  hare  been  liable  to  pay  ia 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  saidOlii 
Article ;  which  was  thereby  declared  is 
be  cancelled  and  annulled,  except  ss  kt 
as  the  same  might  relate  to  the  enieeulisa 
of  the  7th  Article  of  the  said  TVcsty. 
And  it  was  further  agreed,  that  the  CesH 
missioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  ths 
said  7th  Article,  and  whoae  pnN;eediB|^ 
are  therein  and  hereinbefore  mentionsd  Is 
have  been  suspended,  in  conseqnenoe  id 
difficulties  having  arisen  in  exocotiensf 
'  the  6th  Article,  would  immediately  less* 
semble  and  proceed  in  the  esacniien  if 
their  duties. 

That  the  said  Convention  was  first  ostt* 
municated  by  Lord  Hawkesbary,  Una 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A&irs!»  ea 
the  1 4th  day  of  January  J809»  to  As 
Committee  of  London  Claimsmts.  Aai 
they,  by  letter  dated  the  lOth  of  thst 
month,  and  the  Coaunitteo  of  Gb^gea 
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Claimants,  by  a  letter  dated  the  94lh  of 
the  same  month,  expreued  their  dinalie- 
faction  therewith,  and  claimed  the  doc 
execution  of  the  6th  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  iTd'K  or  a  proper  compenaalioD  fer 
their  losses. 

That  the  said  ConYention  was  conclsdad 
by  Lord  Hawketbory  without  the  eoncof* 
rence  of  the  British  Claimants,  imd  hit 
Lordship  stated,  that  he  could  not  speak 
as  positively  from  recollection  whether 
without  their  privity,  but  he  had  no  reason 
to  think  it  was  with  their  privity ;  and  he 
also  said,  that  when  he  came  into  office  as 
Secretary  of  Slate  for  Foreign  Affairs,  be 
bad  a  personal  communication  from  Lord 
Grenvilie,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
Negoci alien  as  it  then  slood ;  that  he  had 
likewise  one  conversation  ^t  least  with 
Mr.  Pitt  upon  ihe  subject;  that  his  Lord- 
ship had  likewise  several  interviews  with 
Mr.  Molleson  and  Mr.  Nutt,  and  be  bad 
also  access  to  all  the  documents  at  that 
time  in  the  office — That  the  result  of  this 
information  was  an  opinion  formed  bj  his 
Lordship,  that  the  Claimants  had  no 
chance  of  recovering  their  does  in  the  Ame- 
rican Courts — That  the  sum  of  000,000/. 
then  offered  by  the  American  Government 
was  as  large  a  sum  as  could  be  obtained, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  the  unfiiTOura^ 
ble  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
American  Government  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1800  or  beginning  of  the  year 
1 801 ,  by  the  Federal  Administration  being 
changed  for  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his 
friends,  his  Lordship  was  of  opinion  that 
if  the  offer  then  made  had  been  refused, 
so  favourable  an  ofler  was  not  likely  to  be 
renewed.  And  his  Lordship  having  been 
asked  whether  the  circumstances  alluded 
to  in  his  Lordship's  answer  had  any  object 
in  them  of  a  national  nature,  or  were  con* 
fined  simply  to  the  probability  and  impro* 
bability  of  the  recovery  of  the  demands 
made  by  the  British  Merchants,  said,  that 
he  conceived  the  considerations  to  have 
been  of  both  descriptions;  that  at  the 
time  when  his  Lordship  accepted  the  sum 
of  000,000/.  the  7th  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amity  had  been  suspended ;  but  the 
sittings  of  the  Commissioners  under  the 
7th  Article  of  the  Treaty  uf  Amity,  re* 
commenced  soon  after  by  virtue  of  the  Srd 
Article  of  the  Convention,  and  the  sum  of 
1,369,448/.  15s.  \0d.  was  paid  by  his 
Majesty's  Government  to  American  Citi- 
zens, ill  pursuance  of  awards  made  by  the 
Commistiioners  under  those  Articlei^  ex- 


cept  only  a  toqi  of  ^5,9944.  ]'4«.  1  d^ 
wbicb  had  bean  previoosly  paid  in  ibe 
year  1798. 

That  in  March  1 801  the  ClalmaMt  pre« 
etmad' a  Memorial  to  hUi  Majtily^fl  Go* 
venNsmit,  and  bad  so  interriew  witbf  Ki^. 
Addhagton,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bsch^ 
qiier,  ind  tbifilby  proifsted  againei  tbo 
proeoedinfs  of  €o?eniiiiottt  In  nec^pimg 
the  said-  aua  of  <KX>/)00<.s  srhemipoM 
Mr.  Addfiiigtoa  atid  ho  oofiaideffod  ttioir 
case  to  be  a  hard  one,  so  much  so,  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  Claimants  ap« 
plying  to  Parliament  or  to  bis  Majeitjr'i 
Goremment ;  but  that  he  meant  to  giTo 
no  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  case» 
and  that  at  the  loises  were  no^  ascertained, 
he  did  not  conceive  that  Parliamenl  would 
then  entertain  a  Petition— To  which  the 
Claimants  acceded,  laying  in  their  claim 
that  such  acquiescence  sbcrald  not  be  con« 
•idered  aa  Imrring  them  ftom  bringing 
forward  their  case  at  a  future  time.  And 
accordingly  Ihe  Claimanti  did  not  then 
present  any  Petition  to  Ptoliament 

That  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed 
in  April  1803,  for  the  apportionuig,  divifl* 
ing  and  distributing  the  said  aom  of 
600,000/.  amonnt'  the  aereral  persona 
who  should  be  tOQni  entitled  to  receivo 
compensation  out  of  the  aame  ;  and  Tho« 
mas  Macdonald,  Esquire,  Henry  Pjfo 
Rich,  Esquire,  and  John  Goillemard,  Esq. 
were  thereby  appointed  Commianoners, 
whose  adjudications  were  to  be  fidal. 

That  the  Commissioners  so  appointisd 
were  Ihe  tame  persons  who  had  acted  at 
the  British  Commissionert  and  the  Fifth 
Commiasioner  at  Philadelphia  under  the 
Treaty  of  1794.  And  clauns  wore  made 
by  the  King's  Subjects  in  general  of  vari* 
ous  descriptions,to  the  amount  of 5,408,706/. 
6ff.  A^  the  Commissioners  made  adjudi* 
cations  thereon,  to  the  amodnt  in  the 
whole  of  1,420,000/.  whicn  were  not  com* 
pleted  until  the  10th  May  1811. 

That  such  Adjudications  proceeded  on 
an  estimate  in  every  case,  from  the  Tariout 
materialt  before  the  Commissionert,  of 
the  loss  which  they  conceived  had  been 
sustained  by  the  retpectiYe  partiet,  and 
did  not  comprehend  any  loaaet  excepting 
those  which  America  was  bonnet  to  com«« 
pentate  under  the  6th  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amity;  besides  which,  it  appeared 
firom  Ihe  materials  before  the  Board,  that 
the  Britith  Creditort  had  tusutned  great 
leases  for  which  the  United  States  were 
not  bonnd  to  give  compentatioo  under  tbo 
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6th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  in  fur- 
therance of  the  4th  Article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace. 

That  the  Commissioners  hafing  tbns 
made  adjadications  in  favour  of  varioos 
Claimants,  to  the  amount  in  the  whole  of 
l,4f20fiOOL  haye  apportioned  and  divided 
amongst  those  persons  the  above-men- 
tioned sum  of  GOOfiOOL  together  with  the 
further  sum  of  59,^9SL  which  had  been 
made  as  interest  by  investing  the  said 


principal  sam  in  Exchequer  BilU  praviooi 
to  its  being  divided  amongst  the  ClaioanH; 
and  the  difference  between  the  65Q^%L 
so  divided, and  the  1,420,0001.  so  adiadgcd. 
together  with  interest  on  soch  di&reacc, 
from  the  1st  day  of  Jane  ltt04  (to  which 
day  the  interest  on  the  sums  adjudged,  had, 
by  order  of  the  Commissionera  been  caW 
culated)  constitutes  the  torn  for  which  the 
Petitioners  make  the  present 
25  March  1819. 
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